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Clause  1. 
Amendment  proposed — 

In  page  1,  line  6,  after  the  word  *  hundred/  to  insert  the  words  *  and  five.' " 
{Mr,  George  Whiteley.) 

Discussion  :— 
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Amendment  proposed — 
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Discussion  : — 

Mr.  }Fylie  (Dumbartonshire)  16         Sir  A.  Hickman  (fFolverhampton, 
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ter)         19         Mr.  George  IFhiteley       24 

Mr.   Middlemore   (Birming-  The   Vice  President  of  the    Com- 

fuim,  N)           ...         ...  20             mittee  of  Council  on  Education 

Colonel  Mellor  (Lancashire,  — (Sir    John  Gorst,  Carnbridge 

Radcliffe)  20  University) 24 

Sir  Albert  Rollit  (Islington,  Mr.  Tonilinson  ...  24 

S.)         21         Mr.  George  JVhUeley      24 

Colonel   Pilkington    (Lanca- 
shire, Newton) 22 

Question  put — "  That  the  word  *  twelve '  stand  part  of  the  Clause." 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  177  ;  Noes  18.     (Division  List,  No.  161.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  In  Clause  1,  page  1,  line  6,  after  *  shall/  to  in 
bye-laws  under  the  Elementary  Eiducation  Acts,  1870  to 
time  otherwise  provide.'" — {Air.  Tondinson.) 

Question  proposed  : — "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 
Discu.ssiON  : — 


In  Clause  1,  j^ge  1,  line^B,  after  *  shall/ to  insert  *  except  where  any 

1897,  shall  from  time  to 


Mr.  Jeffreys  (Hants,  N.) ... 

27 

Mr.  Tomlinson 

28 

Sir  F.  S.  Powell 

27 

Sir  Albert  Rollit            

29 

Mr.   Robson  (Smith  Shiehh) 

27 

Captain  Pretywan  (Suffolk,  Wood- 

Mr.   Gibson    Bowles    (Lynn 

biidge)            

29 

Regis) 

28 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  12,  at  the  end  to  add  the  words,  *  Provided  also 
that  the  local  authority  for  any '  rural  district,  may,  by  bye-law  for 
any  parish  within  their  district,  tix  13  years  as  the  luiniinum  age  for  ex- 
emption from  school  attendance  in  the  case  of  children  to  be  employed  in  agri- 
culture, and  that  in  such  parish  such  children  over  11  and  under  13  years  of  age 
who  have  passed  the  standard  fixed  for  partial  exemption  from  scnool  attend- 
ance by  the  bye-laws  of  the  local  authority  shall  not  be  requireil  to  attend  school 
more  tnan  2o0  times  in  any  year.  Sucli  bye-law  shall  liave  ett'ect  as  a  bye-law 
made  under  Section  74  of  the  Elementary  Education  Act,  1870,  and  all  Acts 
amending  the  same.  The  local  authority  shall  be  the  local  authority  fixed  by 
Section  7  of  the  Elementary  Education  Act,  1876.'  "—{Mr.  Robson.) 
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Major  Easch  {Essex,  S.E,)...       34 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment — 

*'  In  line  1,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  local  authority  for  any  rural  district,' 
in  order  to  insert  words  *  county  council  of  any  county.'  '"^ — (Captain  Bethelt.) 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  John  Gorst       ...         ...       37  Mr.     Grant  Lawson    {York, 

N,R,,Thirsk)     38 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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41 

41 

41 

41 

41 

Question,  "  That  the  word  stand  part  of  the  Amendment,"  put  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment — 

"  In  line  3,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  to  be  employeil  in  agriculture,'  in  order 
to  insert  the  words  *  not  employed  in  any  factoiy  or  workshop.'  " -(Mr.  George 
Whiteley,)— 'msXjGfjA  thereof. 

Discussion  : — 

Mr,  George  PThiteley  ...       42         Sir  John  Gorst 42 

Fiscount  Cranborne  ...       42 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  *  to  be  employed  in  agriculture  *  stand  part   of 
the  proposed  Amendment." 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes,  245  ;     Noes,  26.     (Division  List,  No.  162.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  4,  after  *  agriculture  '  to  add  "  any  npeiations  connected  there- 
with.'"—(i^fr.  Galloway.) 

Amendment  negatived. 


Captain  Fretyman... 

39 

Mr,  Robson 

Mr,  Cripp8{Glov/cester,Stroud) 

40 

Viscount  CraidwiiiP 

Sir  John  Lvbbock  (London 

.  Mr,  Grant  Lawsan 

University)         

40 

Mr,  Tomliiiiion  ... 

Sir  John  Gorst 

40 

Major  Rasch 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  6,  to  leave  out  all  after  *  shall,'  and  insert,  '  be  entitled  to  a 
certiticate  or  certificates  of  exemption  from  attendance  for  any  period  or  periods 
not  exceeding  three  months  in  all  during  any-  one  year,  if  it  be  shown  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  local  authority  that  the  chiltl  will  obtain  suitable  employment 
during  the  periods  of  exemption,  and  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  local  authority,  the 
chihl  has  made  good  attendance  prior  to  such  perio<L'  " — (Mr  Giles.) 

Discussion  :— 

Mr,   Grey  (IFed  Ham,  K)       46         Captain  P ret yniin         47 

Colonel     Lock  wood     (Bsse^,  Sir  John  G or st  ...  ...         ...        48 

Epping) 47 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  1,  page  1,  line  12,  at  end,  to  add, '  Provided  also  that  a  child  shall 
lie  entitled  to  obtam  |mrtial  exemption  from  school  attendance,  on  attaining  the 
age  of  twelve  years,  if  such  child  has  made  tiiree  hundred  attendances  in  not 
more  than  two  schools  during  each  year  for  live  preceding  ye*irs  whether  con- 
secutive or  not.'  "—{Mr.  Itutherford.) 

Discussion  :— 

Sir  John  Girrd        48         Mr.  George  Whit eU>y      48 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  After  the  words  last  inserted,  to  add  the  words  *  provide<l  also  that  if  it  Is 
shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  local  educational  authority  that  the  earnings 
of  any  chihl  alxjve  the  age  of  11  years  are  necessary,  by  re^ison  of  the  jioveriy 
of  tlie  parents,  to  the  maintenance  of  the  said  chilU,  the  said  educational 
authority  may  in  such  cases  grant  a  certiticate  exempting  such  child  from  the 
o]»eratioh  of  tliis  Act.'* — (Colonel  Mellor.) 


Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Bobson 

...       50 
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...       51 
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53 
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...       51 

Mr.  Seton^Karr  {St.  Helens) 
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Mr.  George  JFhiieley 
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Mr.  Herbert  IVhiteky 

54 

Mr.  Rohon 

52 

Colonel  Pilkington          

55 

Mr.  George  jrhitel^y 

...       52 

Mr.    Sefon-Kair            

56 

CoUmA  Mellor 

...       52 

The  Committee  divided :— Ayes  63  ;  Noes  2 29.--(Di vision  List,  No.  163.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  Clause  1,  as  amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  G.  JFhiteUy 59 

Mr.  Robson  rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question 
•    be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  Committee  divided  :— Ayes  263 ;  Noes  26.— (Division  List  No.  164.) 
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Question,    "That   Clause    1,   as  amended,  stand  part   of   the  Bill,"  put 
accordingly,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress :  to  sit  again  upon  Wednesday  next. 

Fine  or  Imprisonment  (Scotland  and  Ireland)  (rg-commi7/€fln  Bill— 
Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported  without  Amendment.  jBill  road 
the  third  time,  and  passed      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...       63 

Metropolis  Management  Acts  Amendment  (Bye-Laws  Bill)  [Lords.] — 

ReiEid  a  second  time,  and  committed  for  to-morrow 63 

Seats  for  Shop  Assistants  (England  and  Ireland)  Bill— Kead  a  second 

time,  and  committed  for  Friday         63 

Metropolitan  Sewers  and  Drains — Bill  to  amend  the  Metropolis  Manage- 
ment Act  with  respect  to  Sewers  and  Drains,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  James  Stuart  and  Mr.  John  Burns         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...       63 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Bill — Dr.  Clark,  Dr.  Farquharson,  Dr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Galloway,  Mr.  Heath,  Sir  Alfred  Hickman,  Mr.  Hobhouse,  Mr. 
Brynmor  Jones,  Sir  Francis  Sharp  Powell,  Sir  Albert  Rollit,  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Mr.  Schwann,  Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot,  Mr.  Whitmore,  and  Mr.  Henry  J. 
Wilson  nominated  Members  of  the  Select  Comitteee  on  the  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power 
to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records.  Ordered  That  fixa  be  the  quorum. 
—{Sir  n'illiam  IFalrond.)        63 

Metropolitan  Sewers  and  Drains  Bill — To  Amend  the  Metropolis  Manage- 
ment Act  with  respect  to  Sewers  and  Drains.  Presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday  next,  and  to  be  printed. 
(Bill  223.)         64 

Public  Petitions  Committee— Fifth  Report  brought  up,  and  read;   to  lie 

upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...       64 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  before  Six  of  the  clock. 
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The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  following  Papers,  having 
been  commanded  to  be  presented  to  this  House  by  Her  Majesty,  had  been 
so  presented  on  the  following  dates  by  delivery  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments,  pursuant  to  Order  of  the  House  of  the  17th  February, 
1896,  t?t0.:— 

1.  Trade  Reports — (Annual  Series) :    No.  2663,  Germany  (Hamburg) ; 

No.  2664,  Russia  (Batoum and  District);  No.  2265,  Russia  (Tagan- 
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No.  2275,  Paraguay ;  No.  2276,  France  (Saigon  etc.) ;  No.  2277, 
Japan;  No.  2278,  Spain  (Canary  Islands)  (May  31st)       68 

2.  Wine  Duties— Correspondence   respecting  the  increase  in  the  wine 

duties 68 
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The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 
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Private  Bills  [Lords].  (Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired 
INTO  complied  with.)  Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from 
one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the  case  of 
the  following  Bills,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  first 
reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and 
which  are  applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied  with,  viz.  : — Bexhill 
and  St.  Leonards  Tramroads  Bill ;  Bury  Corporation  Water  Bill ;  Church 
Stretton  Water  Bill ;  Furness  Railway  Bill ;  Gainsborough  Urban  Dis- 
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Talbot  l^ailway  and  Docks  Bill  ;  Salford  Corporation  Bill ;  Wakefield 
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case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  no  Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into 
are  applicable,  viz.  : — Colonial  and  Foreign  Banks  Guarantee  Fund  Bill ; 
Harapstead  Church  (Emmanuel  VV^est  End)  Bill  ;  Mersey  Docks  and  Har- 
bour Board  (P'inance)  Bill  ;  St.  Neot's  AVater  Bill  ;  Stretford  Gas  Bill  ; 
Wick  and  Pulteney  Harbours  Bill.  Ordered,  that  the  Bills  be  read  a 
second  time     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         72 
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PUBLIC  BUSINESS, 
Belfast  (Public  Meetings) — Motion  for  the  Adjournment  of  the  House    . . . 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn."— (iter.  Dillon.) 

The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  Mr.  G.  JV.  Balfour  (Leeds,  Central) 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :  Ayes,  73  ;  Noes,  125.     (Division  List,  No.  165.) 
SUPPLY — [llTH  Allotted  Day] — Considered  in  Committee. 
Civil  Service  and  Revenue  Department  Estimates,  1899-90. 

Revenue  Departments. 

1.   Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £5,522,885  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  defray 
the  charges  necessary  for  the  salaries  and  expenses  of  the  Post  Office,  the  Post 
Office  Savings  Banks,  Annuities  and  Securities,  and  the  collection  of  Post  Office 
revenue." 
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87 

95 


Discussion  : 

Mr.  Steadrmn  (Totver  Ham- 

The Secretary    to    the  Treasury 

lets,  Stepney)       99 

(Mr.  Hanhury,  Preston) 

103 

Motion  made,  and  Resolution  proposed — 

**  That  item  A  (salaries)  be  reduced  by 

£100,  in  respect  of  the  salary  of  the 

Postmaster-General." — {Mr.  Steadman.) 

Discussion  :— 

Captain  Norton  (Newington, 

Mr.  Monk  (Gloucester) 

114 

IF.)       104 

Mr.  Hanbury 

115 

Sir  W.  Cameron  Gull  (Devon- 

Mr. Maddison 

115 

shire,  Barnstaple)          ...     106 
Mr.       Spicer      (Monmouth 

Mr.  Pickersgill    (Bethnal   Green, 

S.JF.) 

116 

Boroughs)          108 

Mr.  Hanbury 

116 

Mr.  Ascroft  (Oldham)       ...     109 

Captain  Norton 

120 

Mr.     Maddison     (Sheffield, 

Mr.  Hanbury 

120 

Brightside)        Ill 

Sir  W.  Cameron  Gull 

121 

The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 

Mr.  Havbury 

121 

{Mr.  Hanbury,  Preston)...     113 

Mr.  Ascroft       

122 

Mr.  Maddism       114 

Mr.  Hanbury 

122 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided :  Ayes,  107  ;  Noes,  158.     (Division  List  No.  166.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

**  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by  £100,  in  respect  of  the  salary  of  the 
Postmaster-General." — (Genet^  Laurie.) 

Discussion  :— 

Dr.  Clark  (Caithtwss)         ...     1 25 
Mr.  Humphreys  Given  (Mont- 
gomery)  ...  ...  ...     126 

Motion,  by  leave,  Avithdrawn. 


The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
{Mr.  Hanbury,  Preston) 

General  Laurie  {Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest)  


126 


127 
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Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Discussion  :— 

Colonel  fFelby  (Taunton)   ...     127 


Mr,  Dillon  (Mayo,  East)   ... 
Sir  James  Fer^usson  (Man- 
chester, N.E.)     


Mr,  E.  Robertson  (Dundee) 
1 28         The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 

Hanbury,  Preston)     

128        Mr,  Dillon        
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Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

2.  £570,915,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Post  Office  Packet  Service. 

3.  £2,338,390,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Post  Office  Telegraphs. 

Discussion  : — 

Sir     J,      Blundell     Maple  Sir  J,  Blundell  Maple 


(Camherwell,  Dvlvich) 
The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Hanbury,  Preston) 


130 


131 


napu 
Captain  Bethell  (York  E,R,,  Hol- 
derness) 


Vote  agreed  to. 

4.  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £496,600,  he  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  com- 
plete the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  >vill  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  salaries 
and  expenses  of  the  Customs  Department." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

'<That  Item  B  (Port  Establishments)  be  reduced  by  £100  in  respect  of 
Salaries,  etc."— (Jfr.  Gray.) 

Discussion  : — 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :  Ayes,  57  ;  Noes,  90. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


(Division  List  No.  167.) 


132 


132 


The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 

Mr,  H,  S.  Samuel  (Tower  Ham- 

(Mr, Hanbury,  Preston).,, 

134 

lets,  Limehouse) 

..     149 

Mr,  Gray  (JVest  Ham,  N,) 

134 

Sir  F,  Evans  (Southampton) 
Mr.C,H.}Vilson(Hull,W.)    . 

..     150 

Mr,  Hanbury         

142 

.     151 

Mr,  Gray 

145 

Mr,  Hanbury 

.     151 

Mr,  Hanbury         

146 

Mr,  Havelock  Wilson     ... 

.     152 

Mr.  Ryder  (Gravesend) 

147 

Mr,  Gray           

.     153 

Mr.  Steadman  (Tower  Ham- 

Mr. Dalziel  (Kirkcaldy),., 

.     154 

lets,  Stepney)      

Mr.  HaiJbury        

148 

Mr,  Hanbury 

.     155 

148 

Mr.  Dalziel        

.     155 

SUPPLY  [19th  May]. 
Eesolutions  reported : — 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1899-1900. 

Class  VI. 

"5.  £287,628,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Superannuations  and  Retired 
Allowances. 

"  6.  £2,130,  to  complete  the  sura  for  Merchant  Seamen's  Fund  Pensions. 

"7.  £785  to  complete  the  sum  for  Miscellaneous  Charitable  and  other 
Allowances. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow  ;  Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

62 
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Class  II. 

"2.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £9,446,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  wliich  >vill  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  the  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  in  England." 

"3.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £67,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Mint,  including  the  expenses  of  Coinage." 

"4.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £9,274,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Cliarge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  National  Debt  Office." 

"5.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £14,300,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Public  Record  Office." 

"6.  That  a  lum,  not  excee<ling  £13,  be  panted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete 
the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  eiulin|^  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Establishment  under  the  Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners." 


"  7.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £26,884,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Department  of  the  Registrar  General  of  Births, 
&c.,  in  England." 

"  8.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £36,393,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
{Miyment  during  the  year  endinjj  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  tlie  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Works  and 
Public  Buildings." 

Rosolutioiis  agreed  to. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  mado,  and  Question,  "That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — (Sir 
William  IFalrcml) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  accordingly  at  a  quarter  before  Ten  of  the  clock. 
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PUBLIC    BUSINESS. 
SUPPLY  [12th  Allotted  Day].— Considered  in  Committee. 

Civil  SiEiivicEs  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1899-1900. 

Class  II. 

Motion  made,  and  Questi(m  proposed  — 

"Tliat  a  suiii,  not  ext'ee<ling  t'132,732,  be  graiite<l  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  detiay  the  Cliarge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  tlie  year  iinding  on  the  3l8t  dav  of  March,  1900,  for  theSahwies 
and  Expenses  of  the  Local  (Government  Board. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by  £100,  in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board." — {Mr.  PiclcersgilL) 


Discussion  :— 

The  President  of  the   Local 

Mr,  Chaplin       

208 

Government    Board    (Mr, 

Sir  Walter  Foster           

208 

Chaplin,  Lincolnshire,  Slea- 

Mr,  Labmichere  (Northampton) ... 

209 

ford:)       

193 

Mr,  Chaplin      

213 

Mr^Pickersgill  (BethnaXGreen, 

Mr,  Lalmu:here 

213 

S,W,)     

196 

Sir  William  Harcourt  (MonnunUh- 

Mr,    Channing    (Northamp- 

shire, W,)      

215 

ton,  E,) 

198 

Mr.  Bayley  (Derbyshire,  Chester- 

Mr, Chaplin           

199 

field)  

Mr.  Cimplin      

215 

Mr,  Channing 

199 

216 

Mr,  Chaplin          

205 

Mr,  Bayley        

216 

Mr,  Channing        

205 

Mr,  Dillon  (Mayo,  E,) 

216 

Mr,  Hazell  (Leicester) 

206 

Mr.  Labouchere 

217 

Sir    Salter  Foster    (Derby, 

Mr.  Channing 

218 

Ilkeston) 

206 

Dr,  Clark  (Caithness)     

218 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

The  Committee  divided ;  Ayes,  59  ;  Noes,  190. 


(Division  List  No.  168.) 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  to  £500,  in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board." — {Sir  Albert  Rollit.) 

Discussion— 

Mr,  Gray  (West  Ham,  N) 
Lord  E.  FUsmaurice  (Wilts, 

Cricklade)        

Mr.  Bartley  (Islington,  N) 
Sir  F.  S.  Powell  (Wigan)... 
Sir   Walter  Foster  (Derby, 

Ilkeston)  

General  Laurie   (Pembroke 

and  Haverfordwest) 


223 

The  President  of  the  Local  Goverrir 
ment    Board    (Mr,    Chaplin, 

224 

Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) 

227 

225 

Sir     Albert      RollU      (Isling- 

225 

ton,S.)        

228 

Mr,  Chaplin 

228 

226 

Mr,  Gray         

228 

Mr.  Mendl  (PlymmUh) 

231 

227 


Motion  by  leave  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

**  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by  £50,  in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board.*** — {Mr,  Samuel  Smith.) 

Discussion  :— 

Mr,  Flower  (Bradf Old,  West) 
Mr.    William  Jones   (Car- 

Tuirvon,  Arfon).. . 
Mr.  Drage  (Derby) 
Mr,  Trevelyan  (York,  W,  R., 

Elland)  

Mr,  Hazell  (Leicjister)     ... 
Mr.  T.  W.  lUi^sell  (Tyrone, 

^^)        

Dr.  Clark  (CaifhDras) 

Mr.      Lowks     (ShorfditrJi, 

Haggprsfon) 
LordE.  Fitzmaurir^  (WHts, 

Cricklade)        


239 

Mr,     Middlemme        (Birming- 
ham, N)                 

254 

242 

Mr,  Dillon  (Mayo,  East) 

254 

244 

The  President  of  the  Local  Goceni- 
ment  Board  (Mr.  Chaplin,  Lin- 

247 

colnshire,  Sleaford)  

256 

248 

Mr,     Samuel     SmUh     (Flint- 

shire)            

258 

248 

Mr.  Chaplin 

258 

249 

Mr,  Flower      

260 

Mr.  Chaplin     

260 

250 

Mr.  Flower       

261 

Mr.  Chaplin     

262 

251 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS.  xxxi 

JwnG  2.]  Page 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Original  Motion  again  proposed. 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Lloyd-Geatge (Carnarvon,  Mr.  Lloyd-George  268 

etc.) 265         Mr.  GriffithrBoscawen     268 

Mr.  Griffith-Boscawen  {Ketd, 
Tunbridge)         267 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed  : — 

"  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by  £150,  in  respect  of  the  Salary  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board." — (3/r.  Griffith- Boscawen.) 

Discussion  :— 


Lord  E.  Fitzmaurice  {Wilts, 

The  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 

Crickkide)           

271 

Tnent    Board     (Mr.     Chaplin, 

Mr.  J.    G.    Talbot    (Oxford 

Lincolnshire,  SUaford) 
Mr.  Stevenson  (Suffolk,  Eye)      . . . 

278 

University)         

273 

279 

Mr.  J.  H.  Roberts  (Denbigh- 

Colonel Milward  (Warwick,  Strat- 

shire,  W.)          

274 

ford-on-Avon)             

280 

Mr.  T.  JV.Russell  (Tyr(me,S.) 

276 

Mr.  Chaplin       

281 

Mr.   Lloyd-George    (Carnar- 

Mr.  Havehck    Wilson  (Middles- 

von, etc.)            

276 

brough)          

282 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell 

276 

Mr.  Chaplin      

283 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 

Committee  report  progress  ;  to  sit  again  on  Monday  next. 

SUPPLY  [1st  June]. — Resolutions  reported — 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  18991900. 
Revenue  Departments. 

**  1.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,552,885,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  tne  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Post  Office  Services,  the  Expenses  of  Post  Office  Savings 
Banks,  and  Government  Annuities  and  Insurances,  and  the  Collection  of  the  Post 
Office  Revenue." 

Mr.  Cnlly  (Mayo,  N.)      284 

Vote  agreed  to. 

"  2.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £570,915,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  tne  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  Expenses 
of  the  Post  Office  Packet  Service." 

Mr.  Havelock  Wilson  (Middlesbrough)      285 

Vote  agreed  to. 

"  3.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,338,390,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
I)aymcnt  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Working  hx|>enses  of  the  I'ost  Office  Telegraph  Service." 

"  4.  That  a  sum,  not  excee<ling  £496,600,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  com- 
plete the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Customs  Department." 
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Class  VI. 

"  5.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £287,628,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  tlie  sum  necessjiry  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  19(X),  for  Su[)erannua- 
tion,  Retired  Compensation,  and  Compassionate  Allowances  and  Clratuities  under 
sundry  Statutes,  for  Compassionate  Allowances  and  Gratuities  awanled  by  the 
Treasury,  and  for  the  Salaries  of  Medical  Referees." 

"  6.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2^130,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  com- 
plete the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  C/omo  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1000,  for  certain  Pensions  to 
Masters  and  Seamen  of  the  Merchant  Service,  and  to  their  Widows  and  Children." 

"  7.  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £785,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  com- 
plete the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  certain 
Miscellaneous  ChariUible  and  other  Allowances." 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

Imbecile  (Training  Institutions)  Bill— Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read. 

Mr.  Round  {Essex,  Harwich)        288 

Adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  clock. 


LORDS  :  MONDAY,  5th  JUNE    1899. 

PRIVATE    BILL    BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Par- 
liaments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the  Examiners 
that  the  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have  been 
complied  with  :— Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3) ;  Electric 
Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  4) ;  Electric  Lighting  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  12);  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  13); 
Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  15);  Tramways  Orders  Con- 
firmation (No.  2).  Also  the  Certificate  that  no  Standing  Orders  are  applic- 
able to  the  following  Bill : — Metropolitan  Common  Scheme  (Harrow  Weald) 
Provisional  Order.  Also  the  Certificates  that  the  further  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills  have  been  complied  with  : — -West 
Middlesex  Water ;  Fishguard  and  Rosslare  liailways  and  Harbours  ;  Aire 
and  Calder  Navigation ;  Dublin  Corporation  (Markets) ;  East  London 
Water  ;  Great  Western  and  Great  Central  Railway  Companies  ;  London, 
Brighton  and  South  Coast  Railway  (Various  Powcre) ;  Manchester  Corporation 
(General  Powers) ;  Milton  Creek  Conservancy ;  North  Pembrokeshire 
and  Fishguard  liiiilway  ;  Uxbridge  and  Rickmansworth  Railway  ;  South 
Staffordshire  Stipendiary  Justice.  Also  the  Certificates  that  no  further 
Stiinding  Orders  are  applicable  to  the  following  Bills : — Cork  Cor- 
poration (Finance) ;  Rcdditch  Gas.  And  also  the  Certificate  that 
the  further  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill  have  not 
been  complied  with  :  Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway.  The  siinio 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table        ...         ...         ...  ...         ...         289,  290 

Watermen's  and  Liffhtermen's  Acts  Amendment  Bill  [Lor\s]— Witnesses 

ordered  to  attend  the  Select  Committee      ...         ...  ...  ...      290 

Torke  Estate  Bill — Committed  for  Thursday  next 290 
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Buenos  A]rre8  and  Pacific  Railway  Company  Bill— Committee  to  meet 

on  Thursday  next       290 

Caledonian  Railway  (General  Powers)  Bill— Committee  to   meet   on 

Thursday  next  290 

Lisbum  Town  Commissioners  Bill — Committee  to    meet  on  Thursday 

next      290 

Shirebrook  and  District  Qas  Bill— Read  2a,  and  committed         290 

South  Eastern  and  London  Chatham,  and  Dover  Railway  Companies 
(New  Lines)  Bill — Brought  from  the  Commons,  read  a  first  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     290 

Education  Department  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (Liverpool) 
Bill — House  in  Committee  (according  to  order) ;  Bill  reported  without 
amendment  ;  Standing  Committee  negatived  ;  and  Bill  to  be  re^  the  third 
time  to-morrow  290 

Pilotage  Provisional  Order  Bill — House  in  Committee  (according  to  order)  ; 
BiU  reported  without  amendment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived ;  and 
Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  to-morrow      290 

Maryport  Harbour  Bill ;  Watermen's  and  Lightermen's  Acts  Amendment  Bill ; 
Workington  Corporation  Water  Bill ;  Great  Eastern  Railway  (General 
Powers)  Bill ;  Southport  and  Lytham  Tramroad  Bill ;  Southport  Tram- 
ways Bill ;  North  Staffordshire  Kailway  Bill ;  London  and  South  Western 
Railway  Bill — Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  That  the  Lord 
Erskine  be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a  men^ber  of  the  Select  Committee  in 
the  phice  of  the  Viscount  Powerscourt ;  read  and  agreed  to  ...         290,  291 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  dr. 

China  No.  2  (1899) — Correspondence  between  Her  Majesty's  Government 
and  the  Russian  Government  with  regard  to  their  respective  railway 
interests  in  China  :  Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table 291 

Parliamentary  Returns  Act,  1869  (Trustee  Savings  Bank)— Treasury 
Minute,  dated  29th  May,  1899,  directing  the  discontinuance  of  the  return 
annually  laid  before  Parliament,  pursuant  to  the  sixth  section  of  the 
Savings  Banks  Moneys  Act,  1863,  showing  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the 
National  Debt  Commissioners  in  respect  of  Trustee  Saving  Banks  :  Laid 
before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table         ...     291 

NEJF    BILL 

Reformatory  Schools  Amendment  Bill — A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  with 
regard  to  reformatory  schools  v.  as  presente<l  by  the  Lord  Leigh  ;  read  1**, 
to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Thursday  next  [No.  107]     291 

Congested  Districts  (Scotland)  Act  Amendment  Bill— House  in  Com- 
mittee (according  to  order) ;  Bill  reported  without  amendment ;  Standing 
Committee  negatived  ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow      ...     291 

Soudan    Campaign    1898 ;    Proposed    Grant    to    Lord    Kitchener    of 

Khartoum — (7V  Primr  Mivhiter  and  Sfn-pfury  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs)     292 

Postponed  till  Thursday. 

House  atljoumed  at  Twenty-five  minutes  before  Five  of  the  clock. 


VOL.  LXXII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


xxxiv  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

June  5.]  Page 

COMMONS :  MONDAY,  5th  JUNE  1899. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Provisional  Order  Bills  (Standing  Orders  applicable  thereto  com- 
PUED  with) — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That  in  the  case  of  the  following 
Bills,  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  which  are 
applicable  thereto  have  been  complied  with,  viz. : — Electric  Lighting  Pro- 
visional Orders  (No.  17)  Bill ;  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Order  ^o.  18) 
Bill ;  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  19)  Bill;  Local  Govern- 
ment (Ireland)  Provisional  Order  (Housing  of  Working  Classes)  Bill ;  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Provisional  Oi'ders  (No.  3)  Bill ;  Local  Government 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  10)  Bill;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  11)  Bill  ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  12)  Bill ;  Local 
Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1 4)  Bill.  Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be 
read  a  second  time  To  morrow  292,  293 

Provisional  Order  Bills  (No  Standing  Orders  Applicable) — Mr. 
Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  no  Standing  Orders  are  applicable,  viz. : — Local  Govern- 
ment Provisional  Order  (No.  1 3)  Bill ;  Local  Government  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  9)  Bill ;  Military  Lands  Provisional  Order  Bill.  Ordered, 
That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second  time  To-morrow 293 

Belfast  and  Northern  Counties  Railway  Bill  (Queen's  Consent  Signified) 

— Read  the  third  time,  and  passed    ...  • .         •  •  •         •  •  •  .  •         ...     293 

Bootle  Corporation  Bill — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed 293 

Hull,  Bamsley,  and  West  Riding  Junction  Railway  and  Dock  Bill- 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  an  Amendment       ...         ...         ...     293 

St.  Albans  Gas  Bill — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  Amendments  . . .     293 

Birkenhead  Corporation  Bill — As  amended,   considered  ;    an  Amendment 

made  ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     293 

West  Gloucestershire  Water  Bill— As  amended,  considered ;  to  be  read 

the  third  time ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...     293 

Woking  Water  and  Gas  Bill— As  amended,  considered  ;    to  be  read  the' 

third  time         ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     293 

Friends'    Provident    Institution    Bill    (Stamp    Duties)— 

Resolution  reported  : 

"That  it  is  expe<Ueiit  t«  authorise  the  imposition  of  the  following  Stamp 
Duties  upon  certain  Memorials  under  any  Act  of  the  present  Session  relating  to 
the  Friends  Provident  Institution  :  — 

For  and  unon  the  first  memorial  enrolled  of  the  names  of  the  ]>er8on8  who 
shall  be  deemed  held  and  taken  to  be  Trustees  of  the  Institution, 
or  of  any  special  fund  of  the  Institution,  the  sum  of  Five  Pounds  ; 
And  u|»on  every  other  sucli  Memorial  in  which  the  name  of  any 
l»erson  shall  for  the  fu-st  time  l>e  inserte<l  as  a  Trustee  of  the  Institu- 
tion the  sum  of  Five  Pounds." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  instnietion  to  the  Committee  on  the  Friends 
Provident  Institution  Bill,  That  they  have  power  to  make  provision 
therein  piu-suant  to  the  said  Resolution. — (iJr.  FarquJuirson)      294 
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1898,  gainst  the  Bills,  be  presented  seven  clear  days  before  the  meeting 
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Answer,  The  Attorney  General  (Sir  Richard  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight)      . . .     306 

Peers    and    Parliamentary    Elections— Question,    Mr.  James  Lowther 
Answer,    The    First    Lord    of    the   Treasury    (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- 
chester, E.)       307 

The  Peace  Conference— Question,   Mr.  Dillon,  (Mayo,  E.) ;   Answer,  First 

Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) 308 

Ireland — Emer(;bncy  Men  Carrying  Firearms — Question,  Mr.  Austin 
(Limeiick,  W.) ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for. Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W. 
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PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION 

•   Mr.  Dillon  {Mayo,  E.)  ...     309  The  First  Lord  of  tJts  Treamry 

{Mr.    A.    J.    Balfour^    Man- 
ch^der,  E.) 310 

PRIVILEGE. 

Interference  of  Peers  in  the  Election  for  the  Southport  Division  of 
Lancashire. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

**  That  it  having?  been  reprcsentod  to  this  House  that  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
nhirt*  and  the  I^ord  Binhoj*  of  LiverjK'ol  did  severally  infringe  the  lil)erties  and 
privileges  of  this  H<mse  hy  eoneerniujr  theiiiselve>  in  the  election  of  a  meroher 
to  represent  the  Southport  Divit-ion  ol  the  county  of  Laneashire  in  the  Hon  e  of 
Commons  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  alleged 
breachefi  of  privilege."— (^r.  James  Lowther.) 
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Discussion  : — 
Sir    JVilfiid    Lawsoti    (Cumherlaiid,  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  {Mr.  A,  J. 

Cochrnmdh)        315        Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) 315 

Mr.  James  Lowther  {Kent,  Thamt)  ...     316 
Question  put — 
The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  86  ;  Noes,  231.     (Division  List  No.  169.) 

The  Soudan  Expedition,  1898.— Proposed  Grant  to  Lord  Kitchener  of 
Khartoum.— Message  from  Her   Majesty  to  the  House  of  Lords 

DELIVERED   BY   THE   LORD   CHANCELLOR. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  Tliat  the  action  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  presenting  to  the  House  of 
Lords  a  Message  from  Her  Majesty,  recommending  that  she  should  be 
enabled  to  grant  to  Lord  Kitchener  a  sum  of  £30,000,  is  a  departure  from 
ancient  constitutional  precedents,  contrary  to  the  usage  of  Parliament,  and  a 
gross  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  House,  inasmuch  as  the  Message 
attributes  to  the  House  of  Lords  a  power  of  initiating  money  ^nta  which 
alone  appertains  to  the  House  of  Commons,  instead  of  concurring  in  those 
grants.  —(3/r  Sioift  MacNeill.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Clianning  {Nortlunnpton,  E.)  321  Sir  Henry  Campbell- Banner  man 

First  Lord  of  the  Treamni  (Mr.  {Stirlin{j  Burghs)     323 

A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)  322  Mr.  Dillon  {Mayo,  E.)  ...     324 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Message  from  the  Lords  : — That  they  have  agreed  to :  Parish  Councillors 
(Tenure  of  Office)  Bill  with  an  Amendment;  Amendments  to  CoalviUe 
Urban  District  Gas  Bill  [Lords],  Glastonbury  Water  Bill  [Lords],  Queen's 
Ferry    Bridge  Bill   [Lords],    without   Amendment.  325 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill  intituled  "  An  Act  for  supplying  with  gas  the 
parish  of  Cobham,  in  the  County  of  Surrey,  and  adjacent  places." 
[Cobham  Gas  Bill  [Lords]       325 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled  "  An  Act  to  authorise  the  sale  of  the  church  of  All 
Saints',  Tyndall  Street,  in  the  county  borough  of  Cardiff,  with  the  site 
thereof,  and  the  application  of  the  proceeds  of  sale  to  the  provision  of 
a  new  church  ;  and  for  other  purposes."  [All  Saints'  Church  (Cardiff)  Bill 
[Lords]  325 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  empower  the  Weston-super-Mare,  Clevedon, 
atid  Portishead  Tramways  Company  to  constnict  light  railways  in'  the 
county  of  Somerset ;  and  for  other  purposes."  TWeston-super-Mare, 
Clevedon,  and  Portishead  Tramways  Company  (Light  l^ilway  Extensions) 
Bill  [Lords]      325 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  confer  further  powers  on  the  Corporation  of 
Whitehaven  with  respect  to  their  water  and  electric  lighting  undertaking 
to  extend  the  borough  of  Whitehaven,  to  consolidate  the  rates  of  the 
borough  and  simplify  the  collection  thereof ;  and  for  other  purposes." 
[Whitehaven  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]  ...     325 

Also  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  empower  the  Birmingham,  North  Warwick- 
shire, and  Stratford-upon-Avon  Railway  Company  to  make  new  railways 
in  the  counties  of  Worcester  and  Warwick ;  and  for  other  purposes." 
[Birmingham,  North  Warwickshire,  and  Stratford-upon-Avon  Kailway 
Bill  [Lords]      335 
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Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  the  abolition  of  the  perpetual  curacy  of  the 
consecrated  chapel,  called  'Grosvenor  Chapel,'  in  the  parish  of  Saint 
George,  Hanover  Square,  in  the  county  and  diocese  of  London,  and  for 
vesting  the  said  chapel  in  the  rector  of  the  said  parish  ;  and  for  other 
purposes."     [Grosvenor  Chapel  (London)  Bill  [Lords]         325 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  empower  the  Urban  District  Council  for  the 
district  of  Moss  Side  to  work  any  tramway  for  the  time  being  belonging 
to  or  leased  by  them  ;  and  for  other  purposes."  [Moss  Side  Urban  District 
Council  (Tramways)  Bill  [Lords]        326 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  empower  the  Urban  District  Council  for  the 
district  of  Stretford  to  work  any  tramway  for  the  time  being  belonging  to 
or  leased  by  them  ;  and  for  other  purposes."  [Stretford  Urban  District 
Council  (Tramways)  Bill  [Lords]       326 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  empower  the  Urban  District  Council 
for  the  district  of  Withington  to  work  any  tramway  for  the  time  being 
belonging  to  or  leased  by  them  ;  and  for  other  purposes."  [Withington 
Urban  District  Council  (Tramways)  Bill  [Lords]     326 

Cobham  Gas  Bill  [Lords] ;  All  Saints'  Church  (Cardiff)  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Weston- 
super-Mare,  Clevedon,  and  Portishead  Tramw^ays  Company  (Light  Rail- 
way Extensions)  Bill  [Lords];  Whitehaven  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]  ;  Bir- 
mingham, North  Warwickshire,  and  Stratford-upon-Avon  Kailway  Bill 
[Lords] ;  Grosvenor  Chapel  (London)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Moss  Side  Urban 
District  Council  (Tramways)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Stretford  Urban  District  Council 
(Tramways)  Bill  [Lords] ;  Withington  Urban  District  Council  (Tramways) 
Bill  [Lords]  Read  the  first  time,  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills  326 

Jones'  Divorce  Bill  [Lords]. — Onlered,  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the  Lords, 
to  request  that  tneir  Lordships  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  this 
House,  Copies  of  the  Minutes  of  Evidence  and  Proceedings,  together  with 
the  Documents  deposited,  in  the  case  of  Jones'  Divorce  Bill  [Lords]  ;  and 
that  the  Clerk  do  carry  the  said  Message 326 

Ordered, — That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Divorce  Bills, 
that  they  do  hear  Counsel  and  examine  Witnesses  for  Jones'  Divorce  Bill 
[Lords],  and  also  that  they  do  hear  Counsel  and  examine  Witnesses  against 
the  Bill,  if  the  Parties  concerned  think  tit  to  be  heard  by  Counsel  and  pro- 
duce Witnesses. — {Mr.  Attorney-GemraL)      327 

SUPPLY. 

(Message  from  Her  Majesty  [Grant  to  Lord  Kitchener]). 

In  the  Committee. 

Queen's  Message  [2nd  June]  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  a  num,  not  exceeding'  £30,000,  l)e  OTanted  to  Her  Majestv,  to  be  issued 
to  Major-General  Lord  Kitchener  of  Khaitoum,  G.C.B.,  K.C.M.G.,  as  an 
acknowledgment  of  his  eminent  &erv-ices  in  planning  and  conducting  the 
recent  fixation  in  the  Soudan,"— (IA«  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,) 
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Lord  Chas.  Beresford         

Mr.  Labouchere  {Northamp- 
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Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided:  Ayes,  393;  Noes,  51.     (Division  List  No.  170.) 

Resolution  to  be  reported  to-morrow ;  Committee  to  sit  again  on  Wednes- 
day. 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  clock. 
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LORDS:  TUESDAY,  JUNE  6th,  1899. 

Royal  Assent. — Commission  : — The  following  Bills  received  the  Royal 
Assent : — Solicitors ;  Supreme  Court  (Appeals) ;  Public  Libraries  (Scotland) 
Acts  Amendment  :  Metropolitan  Water  Companies  ;  Education  Depart- 
ment Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (Swansea) ;  Metropolitan  Police 
Provisional  Order  ;  Local  Government  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1)  \  St. 
Andrews  Burgh  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  ;  Uushden  and  Higham 
Ferrers  District  Gas  ;  Ilford  Urban  District  Council  (Kates);  Abeitleen 
Harbour ;  Heme  Ray  Water ;  Walton-on-Thamcs  and  Weybridge  Gas ; 
Crow  borough  District  Gas;  St.  David's  Water  and  Gas;  Clay  Cross  Water; 
Glasgow  District  Subway;  Loughborough  and  Sheepshed  Railway;  Dublin 
Improvement  (Bull  Alley  Area)  ;  Bnstol  Floods  Prevention:  Perth  Water, 
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A  Clause  (Amendment  of  s.  4  of  The  Fniance  Act,  1894,  restricting  the 
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disposition)-  {Lyrci  Alwijne  Coniphmy    brought  up,  and  re^id  the  first  time     444 
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Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 
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"  That  the  Clause  1)6  rea<l  a  second  time." 


Discussion — 

The  ChanceUm'  of  ///^  Ex- 
chequer {Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Bench,  Brisiol,  IF,)      ...     447 

Sir  H.  Camphell-Bannerman 
{Stirling  Burghs)         ...     449 

Mr,  Gibson  Bowles  {Lynn 
Begis) 450 

Mr.  Haldane  {Haddington)     451 


Lord    Alwym    Comptan  {Bedford- 

shire,  Biggleswade) 
Mr.  Gil)son  Bowles 
Sir  M,  Hicks-Beach 
Mr.  Gibson  Bowles 
Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach 
Mr.  James  Lowther  {KctU,  Thanet) 
Mr.  Labouchere  {Northampton)    ... 


Motion  and  clause,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed  in  new  Clause  3  (inserted  in  Committee),  line  6, 
after  the    word    "  enumerated,"  to   insert    the   words    "  and        -    '  " 
{Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Question  proposed — 
"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 


Mr.  Caldwell  {Lanark,  Mid)        ...  459 

Sir  H.  H.  Fowlei'  {IFolverhampt,  E)  459 

Sir  2\L  Hicks-Beach  459 

Sir  H.  CampbelUBannermun       ...  459 

Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach         460 


DlSCUSSION^- 

Mr.  Lough  {Islington,  JV.)       458 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer {Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  Bristol,  W.)      ...     458 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman 
{Stirling  Burghs)  . . .     458 

Debate  adjourned  till  Thursday. 

Bill  as  amended  to  be  printed.     [Bill  227.] 

London  Oovemment  Bill — As  amended,  considered. 

New  Clause — 

"  No  person  shall  be  eligible  as  borough  councillor  who  holds  any  office  the 
salary  of  which  Is  paid  either  wholly  or  partly  out  of  the  funds  provided  either 
directly  or  indirectly  out  of  the  rat^  or  out  of  the  county  fund.  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  every  new  borough  council  formed  under  this  Act  by  the  incorporation  of  a 
single  parish  to  take  eii'ectual  nieasuras  for  the  care  and  preservation  of  all 
vastry  minutes,  rate  books,  valuation  books,  maps,  and  all  other  records  belong- 
ing to  the  civil  parish,  and  in  cases  when  a  new  borough  council  is  formed  by 
the  incorporation  of  several  parishes  or  district  boards,  it  shall  bd  the  duty  of 
the  new  borough  council  to  collect  the  records  belonging  to  the  said  parishes  and 
district  boards,  and  to  take  meat4ura<<  for  their  preservation.  And  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  new  borough  council  to  expend  money  out  of  the  rates  for  the 
preparation  and  printing  of  inventories  antl  calendars  of  such  documents  which 
may  Ije  deeme<l  to  be  of  historical  or  public  interest." — {Mr.  Moon.) 

>rought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  clause  Ije  read  a  second  time." 


Discussion  : — 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Manchester,  E.)  ...     461 
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Motion  and  Clause,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

New  Clause — 

"  If  any  question  arises,  or  l««  about  to  arise,  as  to  whether  any  power,  duty, 
or  liability  is  or  is  not  transferred  by  or  under  this  Act  to  the  council  of  any 
metropolitan  borough,  or  any  property  is  or  is  not  vested  in  any  such  cotmcil, 
that  question,  without  preiudice  to  any  other  mode  of  trying  i^  may,  on  tiie 
application  of  the  council,  be  submitted  for  decision  to  the  High  Court  in  such 
summary  manner  as,  subject  to  any  rules  of  Court,  may  be  directed  by  the 
Court ;  and  the  Court,  after  hearing  such  parties  and  taKing  such  evidence  (if 
any)  as  it  thinks  just,  shall  decide  the  question." — [Mr,  PickersgilL) 

brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  clause  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

The  Solicitor-General  (Sir  B,  B,  FirUay,  Inverness  Bwrghs)     ...     462 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and  added. 


Amendment  proposed — 

'  In  Clause  1,  page  1,  line  20,  after  '  administrator,'  to  insert '  and  to  esta- 
and  incorpoi 
Solidior-Gencral. ) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted/' 


bllsh  and  incorporate  a  council  for  each  of  the  boroughs  so  formed.' " — {Mr, 
'^  ••  ••      ^      ^l) 


Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Sydnsy  Buxton  {Tower  Col,  Hughes  (Woolwich)  ...         ...     463 

Hamlets,  Poplar)          ...  463        Mr,    PickersgiU    (Beth/ncU 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea-  Green,  S.W,) 464 

sury  (Mr,  A,  J,  Balfour,  Mr,  A,  J,  BaXfawr  464 

Manchester,  E.)           ...  463 

Question  put  and.  agreed  to. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  i,  page  1,  line  21,  to  leave  out  Sub-section  (b)."— (Afr.  Solicitor' 
General.) 

Discussion  : — 

Col.  Hughes  (Woolwich)  ...  464       Sir  H,  H,  Fowler   (Wolverhamp- 

The  First  Lard  of  the  Treor  km,  E,)  470 

sury  (Mr.  A.  J.  BalfovT,  Mr,  Cohen  (Islington,  E.)            ...     473 

Manchester,  E,)            ...  464       Mr.  Labouchere  (Northampton)    ...     473 

Mr.     Cawrtney    (Gomwall,  Mr.  CarveU  Williams  (Nottingham- 
Bodmin)          464           shire,  Mansfield)          474 

Mr.  E.   Bovlnms  (Maryle-  Mr.     Heywood    Johnson    (Sussex^ 

hone,  E.)  467  Horsham)        476 

Question  put — 

The  House  divided.— Ayes,  196  ;  Noes,  161.     (Division  List  No.  171.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  lines  5  and  6,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  that  number  being 
divisible  by  three.'  "-^Mr.  PiekersgiU,) 
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Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Discussion  : — 

The    Solicitor-General    {Sir  Mr.    Steadman   {Tower    Hamlets, 

B,  B.  Finlay,  Inverness  Stepney)  480 

Burghs)           479        Mr,  Lough  {Islington,  JV.)          ...  481 

Mr,  Sydney  Buxton  {Tower  Sir  E,  Clarke  {Plymouth)            . . .  482 

Hamlets,  Poplar)         . . .  480        Mr,  Banbury  {Gamberwell,  Peckham)  482 

The  House  divided. — Ayes,  245 ;  Noes,  89.     (Division  List  No.  172.) 

Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  2,  page  2,  line  33,  to  leave  out  from  *  purpose '  to  *  make '  in 
line  34."— (3fr.  Sydney  Buxton,) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Discussion  :— 

The  First  Lard  of  the  Treor  Mr,  Stuart  {Shareditch,  Hoxton)  ...     487 

sury  {Mr,  A,  J,  Balfour, 
Manchester,  E,)  ...     486 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  2,  page  2,  line  37,  at  end  to  add  (c)  —  At  the  first  election  of 
aldermen  after  the  passing  of  this  Act  any  six  councillors  may  aeree  in  nomina- 
ting one  person  as  alderman,  and  thereupon  such  person  shall  be  declared  elected 
as  alderman,  and  the  six  councillors  nominating^  him  shall  have  no  further  part 
in  such  election  ;  and  that  every  subsecjuent  triennial  election  of  aldermen  any 
twelve  councillors  may  agree  in  nominatmg  one  person  as  alderman,  and  there- 
upon such  person  shall  be  declared  elected  as  alderman,  and  the  twelve  councillors 
nominating  him  shall  have  no  further  part  in  such  election.  "' — {Mr,  Courtney,) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) 488 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 
Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  37,  at  the  end  of  Clause  3,  to  insert  the  words, '  (d)  A  person 
shall  be  qu^ified  to  be  elected  as  alderman  in  any  metropolitan  borough  who  is 
qualified  to  be  elected  as  councillor  in  the  same  or  any  other  metropolitan 
borough." — {Mr,  Courtney.) 

Question  proposed — 

**  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  :^- 

The  First  Lard  of  the  Trea-  Sir  J,  Bruwaer  {Cheshire,  Northmch)  491 

mry  {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mr,  E.  A.  Godding  {Wilts,  Devizes)  492 

Manchester,  E,)  ...  490        Captain  Norton  {NemngUm,  JV.)  492 

Lord  Hugh  Cecil  {Greenwich)  490        Mr,  Banbury  {Camherwell,  Peckham)  492 

Mr.  Stuart  {ShoredUch,  Hox-  Mr.  Kimber  (iVandsworth)  ...  492 

ton)       490        Mr,  J.  LowUs  {ShoredUch,  Hagger- 

Sir  E.  Clarke  {Plymouth)  491  ston) 493 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided.— Ayes,  67 ;  Noes,  139.     (Division  List  No.  173.) 

d  2 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  24,  after  the  words  *  town  clerk/  to  insert  the  words  *  and 
shall  b3  tne  town  clerk  within  the  meaning  of  the  Acts  relating  to  the  r^istra- 
tionof  electors.'  ^'—{Mr.  Solicitor-General.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment — 

"  After  the  word  *  and  '  to  insert  tlie  words  '  he  or  the  registration  officer 
appointed  by  the  borough  council  as  hereinafter  provided,  '—(itfr.  James 
SUtart.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  l)e  there  inserted  in  the  proposed  Amendment." 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.  John  Burns  (Batter sea)     497         The  Attorney-General  (Sir  Richard 
Mr.  R.  G.  Webster  {St.  Pan-  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight)  ...     498 

eras,  E.)  498 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  4,  line  21,  to  insert '  or  do  not,  within  six  months  after  application 
made,  give  their  sanction.'  "—{Captain  Jessel.) 

Question  proposed — 

*'  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  : — 

The    Attorney-General    {Sir  The  Solicitor-General  {Sir  R,  B, 

Rich^'d   WebsteTy  Isle  of  Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs)      , , ,     501 

Wig/U) 500 

Mr.  Stuart  {Slwreditch,  IIox- 
ton)        500 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  6  : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  32,  to  leave  out  sub-section  (6),  of  Clause  6."--(i»/r.  Pickers- 
gUL) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Discussion  : — 

TJie    Solicitor-Genial     {Sir  Mr.  McKemui  {Monniouth,  N.)  ...     504 

R.   B.    Finlay,    Inverness  Sir  F.  S.  Powell  {Wigan)  ...     505 

Burgk^) 502         Mr.  Stuart  {Shoreditch,  Hoxton). . .     505 

Mr.  Sydmy  Bnxton  (Towei-  Sir  E.  Clarke  {Plymouth)  ...     506, 

HamktSy  Poplm)  ...     503 

Mr.      Lowles      {Shoreditch, 
Haggerston)        ...         ...     504 

Question  put — 

The  House  divided  :— -Ayes,  141  ;  Noes,  57.     (Division  List,  Noj  174.) 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  12,  after  the  word  *  order '  to  insert  the  words,  *  provided 
that,  at  any  interval  of  not  less  than  five  years,  the  London  County  Council 
and  the  Iwrough  council  may  revise  and  alter  the  amount  of  the  contribution, 
or,  in  default  of  agreement,  the  Local  Government  Board  may,  on  the  applica- 
tion of  either  party,  if  it  think  fit,  revise  and  vary  the  existing  arraogement." 
—(Mr,  Sydney  Buxton,) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  tliose  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  {Mr,  A.  J,  Balfour^  Manchester^  E.) 509 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  6,  line  28,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  report,'  in  order  to  insert  the 
word  *  submit.'"— (ifr.  Pkkersgill,) 

instead  thereof : — 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  word  *  report '  sUnd  part  of  the  Bill." 

Discussion  : — 

The  Solicitor-General  (Sir  R,  Mr,  Lmvles  (Shm^edifch,  Haggeiston)     611 

B,      Finlay,      Inverness  j^  p^^.^i  i^,^i  ^jfi^  Treasury  (Mr, 

Burglis)  510  ^      r     u   ir  nr       i     j  Et\       Kit 

Mr,Stmrt{Shareditch,Hox-  ^-  ^'  ^''Vour^  Manclmtei',   E,)    511 

t(m)       511 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  7,  line  1,  after  the  word  *  parisli,'  te  insert  the  wonls,  *  it  shall  be 
constituted  a  parish  for  the  purposes  of  assessment,  and  for  the  making,  levy, 
and  collection  of  rates,  and.'  "—{Mr.  Cripps.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  be  there  inserteil." 

Discussion  :— 

The  Attarney-Geneial  {Sir  The  First  Lord  of  (he  Treasury 
Riihard  IFehster,  Isle  of  {Mr.  A.  J,  Balfmtry  Man- 
Wight) 513  Chester,  E.)       514 

Sir  Edward  Clarke  {Plymouth)  514 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  7,  line  23,  after  the  word  *  borough '  to  insert  the  words,  *  and  of 
churchwardens  of  every  parish  within  their  borough  except  in  so  far  as  these  re- 
late to  ecclesiastical  purposes.'  " — (Mr.  James  Stuart.) 

Question,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted,"  put,  and  negatived. 
Other  amendmente  made. 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  8,  line  5,  after  the  word  '  clerk '  to  insert  the  words, '  upon  such 


date  or  within  snch  period  as  the  Local  Government  Board  may  prescribe,  so 
that  all  the  rates  collected  in  a  metropolitan  borough  from  any  person  niay  be 
included  in  one  demand  note.' " — (Mr.  Pickersgill.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  8,  line  33,  to  leave  out  the  words  *  where  the  whole  of  a  Poor  Law 
union  is  wiUiin  one  borough.'  " — {Mr,  Cripps.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Discussion  :— 

The    Attorney-Genei'dl  (Sir  Mr,  Stuart  {SJm^edikh,  Hoxton)  ...     519 

Richard  Webster^   Isle  of 
IVight) 518 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed  — 

"  In  page  10,  line  40,  after  the  word  *  borough '  to  insert  the  words  •  not- 
withstanding the  inclusion  of  the  parish  in  the  first  schedule  to  this  Act.  * " — 
{Mr,  Bonsfield,) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

TJie  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  {Mr,  A,  J,  Balfour^  Manchester,  E.)      ...     520 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 
Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  words  relating  to  population,  in  order  to  insert  *  is  part.'  " 
—{Mr,  Bousfield,) 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr,  A,  J,  Balfour,  Maiwhester,  E,)      ...     621 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  11,  lino  33,  at  the  end  of  line  17,  to  insert  the  words— 
*  If,  under  or  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  or  of  any  Order  in 
Council  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  any  parish  or  place  maintaining  its  o\^ii 
poor  shall  be  divided  into  two  or  more  parishes  or  portions  of  parishes,  such 
division  shall  not  destroy  the  settlements  which  poor  persons  may  have  therein 
at  the  date  of  such  division,  but  every  person  who  has  at  the  date  of  such  division 
a  settlement  in  any  parish  or  place  divided  as  aforesaid  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
settled  in  the  new  parish  whicli  shall  contain  the  house  or  other  place  or  places 
in  which  the  .settlement,  acquired  or  derived  by  such  person,  shall  have  been 
gained.  Provided  always  that  no  such  settlement  as  aforesaid  shall  be  retained 
if  it  was  gained  under  or  by  virtue  of  a  residence  partly  in  one  of  the  new 
parishes  and  partly  in  another. 

'  If,  under  or  by  virtue  of  the  pro\'isions  of  this  Act,  or  of  any  Order  in  Council 
ma«le  in  pursuance  thereof,  any  paiish  or  place  maintaining  its  own  poor  shall 
be  divided  into  two  or  more  parishes  or  portion  of  ^rishes,  such  division  shall 
not  destroy  a  statas  of  irremovability  acquired  by  virtue  of  a  residence  in  the 
union  of  which  the  diviiled  parish  shall  have  formed  part  or  consisted,  but  such 
status  of  irremovability  shall  l)e  deemed  to  have  been  acquired  in  the  parish 
which  shall  contain  tlie  house  or  other  place  in  which  the  person  having  such 
status  of  irremovability  sluill  be  resident  at  the  time  when  such  division  shall 
take  place,  or  if  he  sliall  then  be  in  receipt  of  relief  in  the  parish  which  sluill 
contain  the  house  or  other  place  in  which  ne  was  resident  at  the  time  of  becom- 
ng  chargeable.' " — {Captain  Chaloner.) 
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Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  First  Lard  of  the  Treasury  {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mamhester,  E,)      ...     522 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  12,  line  30,  after  the  word  •  churchwarden/  to  insert  the  wonls 
•  or  sidesman.'  "--(-Wr.  Tomlinson,) 

Question  proposed — 

"That  the  words  'or  sidesman'  be  there  inserted." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  12,  lines  32  and  33,  to  leave  oat  the  words  '  the  inhabitants  of 
the  parish,'  in  order  to  insert  the  words,  *  Such  inhabitants  of  the  parish 
as  shall  have  obeyed  that  rubric  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  which  is 
printed  at  the  end  of  the  Order  of  the  Administration  of  the  Holy  Communion, 
and  which  requires  that  every  parishioner  shall  communicate  at  the  least 
three  times  in  the  year,  of  which  £aster  is  to  be  one.' " — (Lord  Hugh  Cecil.) 

The  First  Lyrd  of  the  Treasury  {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfmr,  Manchester,  E.)      ...     526 

Question  proposed — 

«  That  the  words  *  the  inhabitants  of  stand  part  of  the  BiU." 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Debate  stood  adjourned. 
Debate  to  be  resumed  on  Thursday. 

QUESTION. 

Rioting  in  Belfast— Question,  Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.) ;  Answer,  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds  Central). 

Adjourned  at  Twenty  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  dock. 
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suspended         ...  ...     537 

Ordered,  That,  for  the  remainder  of  the  Session,   three  be  the  quorum  of  the 

Committee — {Mr  John  Ellis. ) 537 
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National  Portrait  Gallery — Copy  presented, — of  Forty-second  Annual 
Report  of  the  Tmstees  of  the  National  Portrait  Gallery  (1899)  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  539 

Superannuation  Act,  1884 — Copy  presented, — of  Treasury  Minute,  dated 
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certificate  through  inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  Head  of  his  Depart- 
ment [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  539 

Public  Worship  Kegulation  and  Church  Discipline — Return  presented, 
relative  thereto  [Ordered  23rd  Febniary — Mr.  Sydney  Gedije] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     539 

PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

SERVICE  FRANCHISE  BILL. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1  : — 

Ani'ciuhncnt  proposed — 

"  In  i)age  I,  line  6,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  'employment'  to  the  word 
'he,'  in  line  8."— (i»/r.  McKcnna.) 

Sir  J.  Bliuulell  Maple  {Cainberwell,  Ecist  Bultvich)         540 

(Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Clause." 

The    Committee    divided : — Ayes,    40 ;     Noes,    58.      (Division    List, 
No.  175.) 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  buncombe  (CumberUind,                  Sir    Cliarles    Dilke     {Glaucesier, 
Egremont) 541  Fm-est  of  Dean)         54 1 

Mr.    McKenna    {Monmouth, 
N.)         541 

Clauses  2  and  3  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  ;  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  Wednesday  next         ...     541 

EDUCATION  OF  CHILDREN  BILL 

(In  the  Committee.) 
i  iscussion  : — 

Mr.  George  JFhiieley  {Stockport)   542         Mr.   James   Lowther   {Kent, 

Thanet) 542 
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Amendments  ruled  "  Out  of  order." 

Intoxicating  Liquors  ^Sunday  Closing)  Bill. — Second  Eeading ;  order  for 
Second  Keading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — "That  the  Bill  be  now  rcsad  a 
second  time." — {Mr,  TritUm.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr,  Colville  (Lanarkshire^  N,E,)      544        Mr.  James  Lowther  ...     545 

Mr,  James  Lowther  {KerUj  Thanei)  545        Mr.  Nussey  {Poniefrad)     ...     550 
Mr,  T,  JV,  Russell  {Tyrcme,  S,)         545 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  from  the  word  '  That/  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to 
add  the  words  *  no  Bill  to  restrict  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  on  Sondav  ia 
satisfactory  unless  it  embodies  the  principle  of  local  option.'   — [Mr,  Nussey!) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question." 


ON:— 

Mr,  fFamer{StaffardyLichfield) 

551 

Mr.   Galloway  {Manchester^ 

Mr,  Sydney  Gedge  {Walsall) 

553 

S.W,)        

557 

Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  {Cumberkmd, 

Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson      

558 

CockermmUh)      

553 

Mr,  Galloway 

558 

Mr.  Sydney  Gedge 

554 

Mr.  Davitt  {Mayo,  S.) 

561 

Mr,  TritUm  {Lambeth,  Nor- 

Mr, GalUnvay 

561 

wood)     

556 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  {Lynn  Regis) 

561 

Mr,  Sydney  Gedge 

556 

Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson      

562 

Mr,  Samuel  Young  (Cavan, 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles 

562 

E.)        

556 

Mr.  Davitt        

563 

Sir  JVilfiid  Lawson 

557 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles        

563 

Mr.  Samxiel  Young 

557 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned."— (Afr.  Galknoay.) 

Sir  J.  Leese  {Lancashire,  Accrington) 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided— Ayes,  95  ;  Noes,  85 — (Division  List,  176.) 
Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Wednesday  next. 
Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill— Second  Reading. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  Tliat  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time."— (ilfr.  Lloyd-Oeorge.) 
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Discussion  : — 

Mr,  James  Lowther  (Kenty                 Mr.  Jesse  Collings         575 

Thanet) 567         Mr,  J,  H.  Eoberis  {Denbighshire^ 

Sir  Wilfnd  Lawson  (Cumber-                      W,) 575 

landy  Coekermauth)         ...  569         Mr.  Banbury  {Camherwell,  Peck- 
Mr.  James  LoTvther           ...     569            ham) 577 

Mr.      Courtney     (Cornwall^  Mr,  Warner  {Staffordshire^  Lich- 

Bodmin) 571           field) 578 

Mr,      Edmxmd      Robertson  Sir  James  Fergtisson  {Manchester, 

{Dundee)            572            N.  E.)           579 

The   Under  Secretary  to  the  Mr,  Dalziel  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs)..,  580 

Home    Office    {Mr.   Jesse                  Mr,  Jesse  Collings          581 

CollingSy        Birminghamy                  Mr,  Dalziel        581 

Bordesley)          574         Mr,  Richards  (Finsbury,  E,)      ...  582 

Mr,   Gibson    Bowles    {Lynn  Mr,      Evershed       {Staffordshire, 

Regis)     575            Burton)          583 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  the  word  *  now,'  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words 
*  upon  this  day  three  months.' " — (Mr,  Tomlinson.) 

Question  proposed — 

"That  the  word  *  now '  stand  part  of  the  question." 

Question  put — 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  138;  Noes,  183.— (Division  List,  No.  177.) 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Second  Reading  put  off  for  three  months. 

Succession  Scotland  Bill  (Second  Reading.)— Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

Discussion  : — 

The    Lord    Advocate  {Mr,  Mr.     Banbury     {Camherwell, 

A.     Graham     Murray,  Peckham)        591 

Buteshire)        591 

It  being  half-past  Five  of  the  clock,  the  Debate  stood  adjourned. 
Debate  to  be  resumed  on  Wednesday,  21st  June. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Ordered  that  Mr.  Henry  Plews  do  attend  the  Committee  on  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western,  and  Waterford,  Limerick,  and  Western  Railway 
Companies  Amalgamation,  and  the  Great  Southern  and  Western  Rail- 
way Bills  to-morrow,  at  Twelve  of  the  clock. 

Public  Petitions  CoMMirrEE. — Sixth  Report  brought  up  and  read; to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes  before  Six  o'clock. 
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On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time  (according  to  Order),  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  Thursday,  the  22nd  instant. 

Reformatory  Schools  Amendment  Bill  [Lords]— (Second  Reading.)  Order 
of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Reading  read. 

Lord  Leigh  ...  ...  ...      612 

Moved — 

"  That  the  Bill  now  be  read  a  second  time." 
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On  Question,  agreed  to. 
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\nth,'* — {Mr,  D.  A.  Tliottutf.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr,  J,    ir.    Lnvther  (Cum^                   Sir  E,  IlUl  (BnM,  S.),..         .„     623 

berlnftti,  Frtiriih)  ,,.     621  Mr.  AfadmH  (Cnrdif) 623 

Mr.     IK     Brtfnnutr  Jtmt^ 

(Swatma  LHsirpf)  ,„     622 


Dumbarton  Burgh    Bill  [I^nisl— - 

ninih'  ;   Hill  In  lie  rwul  tht*  thir<l  tir 


is] — As  amenflefl,  considered  ;  Araendments 
niniU' ;  tiiii  In  he  rwiM  tiiiMnu*<l  time  ..  ,.,  ..,         .,.  .,,     624 


I 


Sheffield    Corporation   Markets    Bill — As  amended,  considercfl  :    Amend- 

luents  made  ;  Bill  to  \w  rend  the  thinl  time...         ,..         , ...     624 

Railway  Bills  (Group  H) — Mr.  A  i je  Tatton  Ecjerton  reportetl  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  (ttoup  H  of  Railway  Bills  ; — That,  for  the  convenience  of  parties, 
the  Committee  hiwl  sidjounied  till  Monday,  the  19th  of  June,  at  half-past 
Eleven  of  the  cloclv.     R6i>ort  t<*  lie  upon  the  Table..,         .♦.         ,.,         .».     624 

VOL.  LXXIL    [Fourth  Series.]  e 


Ixvi  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

Jwne  8.]  Pti{ff 

Standing  Orders — Resolution  reported  from  the  Committee — 

"  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Mersey  Docks  and  Harlwiir  Board  (Pilotage)  Bill 
[Lords],  the  Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with  :  Tliat  the  pames  lie 
permitted  to  proceed  with  their  Bill." 

Resolution  agreed  to       ...         ...         ...     624 


Police  and  Sanitary  Regulations  Bills— Ordered,  That  Joseph  Parry 
and  John  James  Lackland  do  attend  the  Select  Committee  on  Police  and 
Sanitary  Regulations  Bills  To-morrow,  at  Twelve  of  the  clock       ...         ...     624 

Education  Department  Provisional  Order  Confirmation  (Liverpool) 

Bill  [Lords] — Read  the  first  time  ;  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 

for  Private  Bills,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  228.] 625 

Lowestoft  Water  and  Qas  Bill  [Lords] — Read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred 

to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills       ...         ...         ...         ...     625 

North-Eastern  and  Hull  and  Bamsley  Railways  (Joint  Dock)  Bill 

[Lords]— Read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 

for  Private  Bills  625 

North-Easteni  Railway  Bill  [LordsJ — Read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to 

the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Pnvate  Bills  ...         ...         ...  ...     625 


PETITIONS. 

Poor  Law  Relief   (Disfranchisement) — Two  Petitions  from  Cardiff,  for 

alteration  of  Law;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    ...         ...         ...         ...  ...     625 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 

South  African  Republic — Copy  presented, — of  further  correspondence 
relating  to  the  claim  of  the  South  African  Republic  for  damages  on 
account  of  the  Jameson  Raid  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       ...     625 

Education  (England  and  Wales)  (Endowed  Schools  Acts)— Copy  pre- 
sented,— of  the  Report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Charity  Commissioners 
for  England  and  Wales,  under  the  Endowed  Schools  Acts,  1869  to  1889, 
for  the  year  1898  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 625 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series) — Copies  presented, — of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos.  2282  to  2286,  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table       626 

Papers  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House : — 

1.  Inquiry  into  Charities  (County  of  Carmarthen),  -Further  Return 
relative  thereto  [ordered  10th  Febmary,  1898;  [yl//-.  Grani  Liiwsan,']', 
to  be  printed.     [No.  213.] 

2.  Charitable  Endowments  (West  Riding  of  the  County  of  York), 
Charitable  Endowments  (Bradford),  Inquiry  into  Charities  (Parish  of 
Halifax,  including  County  Borough  of  Halifax),  Inquiry  into  Charities 
(City  of  SheiiieTd),  Leeds  (Inquiry  into  Charities),  Huddersfield 
County  Borough  (Charities), — Further  Returns  relative  thereto 
[ordered  10th  August  1894, 13th  May,  1896, 8th  Febmary,  1897  ;  8th 
April  1897,  29th  July,  1897;  [Mr,  Francis  SteveiL-ifm  and  Mr.  Graid 
i/ai(?i{(?n] ;  to  be  printed.     [No.  214.] 626 


TABLE  *JF  CONTENTS.  ^^^  (xvii 

Junr  K.J  Page 

Workmen's  Trainh— Return  ordered,  '*  showing  (1)  the  number  of  Work- 
men's Trains  running  on  all  Railways  in  Great  Britain  ;  (2)  the  distance 
rim  anrl  the  fares  charged  on  eaeh  imrticular  Train  ;  and  (3)  the  Ketiirn  to 
be  prepared  as  that  isjiucd  by  the  Boarti  of  Trade  dealing  with  London 
liail ways  in  1 81)7 /—(J/r,  // Ws.) 626 

Experiments  on  Livinh  Animals^ Address  for  **  Return  showing  the 
number  of  EKperimenta  puiiorraed  on  Living  Animals  during  the  year  1B98, 
under  Licences  granted  muier  the  Act  39  and  40  Vic.  c,  77,  distiuguialiiug 
Painless  from  Painful  Experiments  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary 
Paper,  No.  2 1 5,  of  Session  1898). "—(J/r.  Jesse.  CoUhigs. ) 626 

Army  {Length  of  Service  and  Ageh  of  Men  in  each  Unit)— Address 
for  **  Return  with  respect  to  all  Infantry  Regiments  to  which  one  or  more 
Btitt^ilions  have  been  added  ;  the  Return  also  to  show  the  number  of  men 
of  the  First  Class  Army  Reseive  recalled  to,  and  serving  withj  the  Coloura 
in  eaeh  Eattalion  of  such  Regiments  (in  cotitinuation  of  Return  [C.  8757]),  '^ 
—{Mr.  Arnold  Fmder.)  \..  626 

Army  (Length  of  Service  and  Ages  of  Men  in  New  Batteries  of 
Royal  Artillery) — Address  for  ^VReturn  showing  the  number  of  Men 
serving  in  each  of  the  newly-formed  Batteries  or  Companies  of  the  Royal 
Artillery,  with  the  Age  and  Length  of  Service  of  the  Men." — {Mr,  Armld 
Funtfr.)  ,. 627 

East  India  (Military   Bullet)— Address  for  "  Copy  of  Reports  on  the 

Military  Bullet  now  in  use  in  India." — {L&i'd  Gewge  Hamilkm,).,.         ...     627 

Malta  (Political  Condition)— Address  for  "Copy  of  a  Despatch  iiddressed 

fm  the  Soeretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  by  Sir  Arthur  Lyon  Fremantle, 
late  Crovernor  of   Malta,    dated  29th   Deeeraljcr,   1898,   on   the   political 
condition  of  Malta  ;  and  of  all  recent  Con*esponde nee  relative  to  the  same." 
—{Mr,  M'lver,) 627 
p 
Th 


QUESTIONS. 

The  Muscat  iNcrDENT— ^Question,  Sir  Charles  Diike  (Gloucester,  Forest 
of  Dean);  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr. 
Brodrick,    Surrey,  Guildford)  ... ...         ...     627 


Exehption  of  Foreign  Consuls  from  Taxation— Question,  I^Ir.  Dillon 
(Mayo,  E.);  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
(Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)     627 

Russia  and  British  Loan  Contracts  in  China— Question,  Lord  Charles 
Beresford  (York) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  ( Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) 628 

Russian  Railway  Concessions  in  Persia— Question,  Mr.  Maclean  (Cardiff) ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
Surrey,  Guiklfoi'd)      ...         ...         ,.,        .^        628 

British  Interest  in  the  Pkrslan  Gulf— Question,  Mr.  Maclean  (Cardiff) ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr,  Brodrick, 
'  Surrey,  Guildford)      ...         *.         ...         .• 629 

Russian  Taxes  on  English  Commercial  Travellers — Question,  Mr.  Bill 
(Stattbrdshire,  Leek) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 

Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick^  Surrey,  Guildford) ,••     629 

e2 


IxWii  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

June  S.]  Pagr 

Tonga — Question,  Mr.  Hogan  (Tipperary,  Mid.) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)  ...     630 

Manchurian  Railways — Question,  Mr.  Lambert  (Devon,  South  Molton); 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
Surrey,  Guildford)       ...     630 

The  Yang-Tsze  Valley— Question,  Mr.  Lambert  (Devon,  South  Molton); 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
Surrey,  Guildford)      630 

British  Officers  at  Omdurman — Question,  Mr.  C.  P.  Scott  (Lancashire, 
Leigh) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr. 
Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)  631 

Future  Military  Operations  in  the  Soudan— Question,  Mr.  G.  P.  Scott, 
Lancashire,  Leigh) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) 631 

The  Patriotic  Fund — Question,  Mr.  Spicer  (Monmouth  Boroughs) ;  Answer, 

The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  G.  Wyndham,  Dover)  ...     631 

Electric  Motors  in  the  Navy — Question,  Sir  Fortescue  Flannery  (York- 
shire, Shipley);  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  G.  J. 
Groschen,  St.  George's,  Hanover  Square)       632 

Water  Tube  Boilers — Question,  Sir  J.  Fergusson  (Manchester,  N.E.) ;  An- 
swer, The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  G,  J.  Goschen,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square  633 

Life  Assurance  in  the  United  Kingdom — Question,  Mr.  Boulnois  (Mary- 
lebone,  E.) ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Ritchie, 
Croydon)  633 

Blackhead   Lighthouse — Question,  Captain  Donelan    (Cork,  E.);  Answer, 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon)       634 

Signalmen  on  the  North-Eastern  Railway— Question,  Sir  Fortescue 
Flannery  (Yorkshire,  Shipley) ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon)  634 

Newbiggin-by-the-Sea  Fisheries — Question,  Mr.  Fenwick  (Northumberland, 
Wansbeck) ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Ritchie, 
Croydon)  635 

Scottish  Education  Department  Circulars — Question,  Mr.  Crombie, 
(Kincardineshire) ;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray, 
Buteshire) 635 

British  Columbia  and  the  Japanese — Question,  Mr.  Hogan  (Tipperary, 
Mid.);  Answer,  The  Secretary  .of  ^tate  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  Chamberlain, 
Binningham,  W.)        636 

South  African  Republic — The  Bloemfontein  Conference — Questions, 
Mr.  Drage  (Derby),  Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.),  Mr.  Philip  Stanhope  (Burnley), 
Mr.  C.  P.  Scott*^  (Lancashire,  Leigh),  Mr.  Maclean  (Cardiff),  and  Sir  H. 
Campbell-Bannerman  (Stirling  Burghs) ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Birmingham,  W.),  and  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) 636 


\ 


June  a] 

Bathing  Fatality  at  Aldershot— Question,  Mr.  Jeffi^eys  (Hants,  N.) ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  O.  Wyndham, 
Dover) , , 

Military  Prisons— Question,  Dr.  Farquharson  ( Aberdeenshire,  W.) ;  Answer, 
The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  {Mr.  G.  Wyndham,  Dover) 

The  Metro pOLfTAN  Police— Question,  Captain  Norton  {Newington,  W,) ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Dopai-tment  (Sir  M.  "WTiite- 
Eidley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) 

Allahabad  High  Court  —  L.4BY  Barristers  —  Question,  Mr.  Herliert 
Roberts  (Denbighshire,  W.)  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
(fjonl  George  Hamilton,  MiddJesex,  Ealing) 

Legal  Education  in  India — Question^  Sir  William  WodderlMirn  (Banff- 
shire) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Loi^i  George  Hamilton, 
Midolesex,  Ealing)      ., 

Pasteur  Institute  for  Lndi a— Question,  Sir  William  Wedderburn  (Banff- 
shire) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Lord  George  Hamil- 
ton, Middlesex,  Ealing) 

Mineral  Rights  in  Hyderabad  State— Question,  Sir  Andrew  ScobJe 
(Hackney,  Central) ;  Answer,  the  Secretiiry  of  State  for  India  (Lord 
George  Hamilton,  Middlesex,  Eabiig)  

Indian  Sugar  Trade — Question,  Captain  Sinclair  (Forfar) :  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Lonl  George  Hamilton,  Mi*idlesex,  Baling)  . 

Savings  Bank  iNQUiRY^Question,  Sir  John  Leng  (Dundee) ;  Answer,  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach,  Bristol,  W.) 


/rERATlON — ^Qnestion,  Sir  Fortesuiie  Flan riery  (Yorkshire,  ShipleyJ; 
Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Goschon,  St.  Georges, 


Tea  Adi^i 
Answi 
Hanover  Square) 

Ireland — RicmNG  at  Cookstown— -Question,  .Mr,  Dillon  (Mayo.  K.) :  Answer, 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr,  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds,  Central) 

Irish  Land  Cojuaiission,  County  Cav an — Question,  Mr,  Young  (Cavun,  E.); 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W,  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)  * 

Ibish  Land  Commission— Court  Valuers — Question,  Mr  Young  (Cavan,  E.) ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  {Mr,  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)  •• 

Irish  Industrial  Schools — Question,  Captain  Donelan  (Cork,  E,) ;  Answer, 
Tbe  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds,  Central) 

Assistant  Land  Commissioners,  I kkland— Question,  Captain  Donelan 
(Cork,  East)  ;  Ai^wer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr,  G,  W, 
Balfour,  Leeds,  Central)         

Irish  Emigration  to  America— Question,  Captain  Dojielan  (Cork,  East) ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ii-elaud  (Mr.  G.  W.  Bsdfour,  Loedj^ 
Central)  -.         -••         •         

Land  Purchase  Acts— Question,  Mr,  Young  (Cavan,  E.)  ;  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  {Ui\  G.  W.  Balfoui,  Leeds,  Centi-al)  ... 


Page 

640 
6-10 

640 

641 

641 

645 

643 
644 
G44 

645 
646 

647 

647 
648 

648 

640 
650 


Ixx  TABLE  o:F^  CONTENTS. 

June  8.]  Page 

The  Agricultural  Grant,  County  Kildare — Question,  Mr.  Carew 
(Dublin,  College  Green) ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds,  Central)  650 

Irish  Local  Government  Orders — Question,  Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.) ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)  651 

Cork  Council  Contracts — Question,  Mr.  TuUy  (Leitrim,  S.) ;  Answer,  The 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds,  Central) 652 

Agricultural  Grant,  County  Roscommon) — Question,  Mr.  Tully  (Leitrim, 
S.) ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)  652 

Belfast  Street  Riots — Questions,  Captain  Donelan  (Cork  East)  and  Mr. 
McCartan  (Down  S.) ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour  Leeds,  Central)  ...   653 

Local  Government  Election  Expenses— Question,  Mr.  Macaleese  (Monaghan, 
N.);  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central)  656 

The  Metropolitan  Volunteers'  "  March  Past  "—Question,  Sir  Howard 
Vincent  (SheflSeld,  Central) ;  Answer,  The  First  Commissioner  of  Works 
(Mr.  Akers-Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine's) ...     657 

Houses  of  Parliament. — Suggested  Provision  of  an  Ambulance — 
Question,  Mr.  Tomlinson  (Preston);  Answer,  The  First  Commissioner 
of  Works  (Mr.  Akers-Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Agustine*s)  657 

Retired  Officers  and  Civil  Employment  in  Public  Departments— 
Question,  Captain  Norton  (Newington  W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Anstruther  (St. 
Andrews  Burghs)         657 

Telegraphic    Delays— Question,     Mr.    Ascroft  (Oldham) ;    Answer,    Mr. 

Anstruther  (St.  Andrews  Burghs) 658 

The  " Mandat-Post "  System — Question,  Mr.  Bill  (Staffordshire,  Leek);  An- 
swer, Mr.  Anstruther  (St.  Andrews  Burghs)  659 

The  Money  Lending  Bill — Question,  Mr.  Ascroft  (Oldham) ;  Answer,  The 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) 659 

Business  of  the  House — Questions,  Mr.  Crombie  (Kincardineshire),  Mr. 
Channing  (Northampton,  E.),  Sir  H.  Campbell-Ban nerman  (Stirling 
Burghs),  and  Sir  Charles  Cameron  (Glasgow,  Bridgeton) ;  Answers,  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.)     660 

Municipal  Trading  Committees— Question,  Mr.  Bartley  (Islin^on,  N.) ; 
Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- 
chester, E.)       66| 

PUBLIC  BUSINESS, 
Undersized  Fish  Bill— 

The  President  of  ilie  Board  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis)     661 

of    Trade    {Mr.    Ritchie, 
Croydon)  661 


Table  of  contents. 


Jwte  S,] 


Bill  ''to  pro  vnde  against  the  Destruction  of  Undersized  Fish,"  ordered  to  be 

brought  in  by  Mr.  Kitchie. 
Bill   'Ha  provide  against  the  Destruction  of  Undersized  Fish/' presented 

accordingly,  and  re^ul  the  first  time  ;  to  be  re^id  a  second  time  upon 

Monday  next,  and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  229-] 

Parish  Councillors  (Tenure  of  Office)  Bill- Lords'  Amendment  to  be  con- 
sidered forthwith  ;  considerofl,  imd  agreetl  to 


663 


Mr.  Ihdtt  (Mayo,  S.) 
Mr,  DilUm  (Miiijo,  E.) 


THE  SOUDAK  EXPEDITION,  1896-7-8. 

(Thanks  of  the  Hoose.) 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"Thnt  the  thanks  of  l\\\^  House  lie  given  to  Major-General  Lord  Kitcihener 
of  Khurtoam,  (t,C.B.,  K,t\M.ti.,  for  tlie  iliHtinji^UHhed  Bkill  and  iibility  >vith 
which  lie  plaTini3*i  antl  cMOfhictcil  the  cainpaign  nri  the  Nile  of  IStJtJ-T-S,  which 
culiiiiiiate<l  in  the  T»ttttl«  i>f  Oindiu-iuan,  the  capture  of  Khartoimi,  and  the  over- 
throw of  the  power  of  the  Khalifa/' — Mr,  Ba/Jbur. 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  H,  CafupheU'lHinn^rmtm 

{StirUnif  Burgh)  ■•     ^^7 

Dr.  Farquhirsun  {Ahenktii- 

Mrc;  W.)  66? 

Question  put. 

The  House  di^^dcd— Aya%  321  ;  Noes,  20.     (Division  List,  No.  178.) 

L  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  Im  giveti  to  Major-General 
Lord  Kiti'hener  of  Khjirt'Ouni,  (t,C  li,  KX^M.U,,  for  the  distinguished 
skill  and  ability  with  which  he  plaruied  anrl  toTidueted  the  campaign 
on  the  Nile  of  18!)6-7-8,  w  hich  culminatetl  in  the  Ti:ittle  of  OmdumiaTi, 
the  capture  of  Khartoum,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  power  of  the 
Khalifa. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed— 

'*  That  the  thanks*  of  this  Hoiistj  1  hi*  451  v en  U*  :  —Major-General  Sir  Archihahl 
Hnnter,  K.C. H.,  TKS.n,-  Majnr(ieneral  Sir  Hnnr^  Mari^eod  L**.sHt^-l{ondk\ 
KJ  U,  I'.M.i;,  lKS.(t,  H.A.  :  Miijw-<  lenera!  Sir  Will  him  Forl«H  Gatacre, 
Iv .  (  1  *. ,  1 K  S .  ( » .  :  M 11  j or  *  J  en eral  l\  1  e  Hon.  N  e v il  le  ( ; in  al d  f .  \  I  led  1 01 1 .  C.  M .  ; 
Major-Geueral  A.  ti.  Wauc-hopt;,  (  MS.,  <\M,t4.  ;  Major  iuul  Hi  evetroUinel  Sir 
Francis  Rej^mdd  Wiii^ate,  K.C.M.C,  O.Ji,  D.S.O.,  K.A.  ;  Lieutenant  Colonel 
ftml  Brevet -Colon  el  C.  J.  Long,  It.  A,  ;  Major  ami  Brevet  C*o!onel  J.  (r.  Maxwell, 
IXS.U.  ;  Major  and  Brevet  Cidonel  H.  A.  MacDonald,  D.S.tK;  Lieuteniint- 
Colonel  11  F.  Lewis,  (\B. ;  Major  and  Brevet  LieutenantGolonel  J.  Collins^^on, 
V  K  \  Cfiptain  C.  B.  Keiioel,  Cik.  IKSJK,  ILN.  ;  ami  to  tlie  other  OfhtHirs  And 
Warrant  (Hhcers  of  the  Navy,  the  British  and  the  K^ryptiari  AruiVt  an<l  the 
Royal  Marines^  for  the  ener^^*  and  i^Jillantry  with  which  they  execitteil  the 
Hen- ices  which  they  were  cAlle«(  upon  to  perform/' — {Mr,  A,  J,  Baifmr.) 

DiscussroN : — 

Dr.    FarqufwLtmii  (Jlttnitm^ 

shvr,  jr.)       ,.,  67 a 

Mr,  JhwUt  {Mntjo,  IS.)  ,..  674 
Thi'  fir.it  Lord  ufffw.  Trmsury 

(Mr.  J.  X  Balfmir,  Mfin- 

rhr4er,K)         67r> 

Mr.  Damti 675 

jtfr,    Chnnnimj    (Northump- 

fm,E.)...         676 

Mr.  A,  J.  IMfonr 678 

Dr,  Ftirquhiiwn    679 

M,.  J.  J.  n^ffnur 079 
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Mr.  Dillon  (Matfo,  E.) 

Majfrr  B(rseh  {Esstjr,  S.E,) 

Mr.  IL  J,  mimi  (>VA;,  WJU 

Uobn  firth) 

Mr.  Br/fii  Bitljerts  {Catmarmmhirf, 

Eijwn) 
Mr.     Lees     Knmdes     (Salfrnyf, 
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Question  put. 

The  House  divided — Ayes,  347 ;  Noes,  18.     (Division  List,  No.  179.) 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  Major-General 
Sir  Archibald  Hunter,  K.C.B.,  D.S.O. ;  Major-General  Sir  Henry 
MacLeod  Leslie-Rundle,  K.C.B.,  C.M.G.,  D.S.O.,  R.A. ;  Major-General 
Sir  William  Forbes  Gatacre,  K.C.B.,  D.S.O. ;  Major-General  the  Hon. 
Neville  Gerald  Lyttelton,  C.B. ;  Major-General  A.  G.  Wauchope, 
G.B.,  C.M.G. ;  Major  and  Brevet  Colonel  Sir  Francis  Reginald  Win- 
gate,  K.C.M.G.,  C.B.,  D.S.O.,  R.A. ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Brevet 
Colonel  C.  J.  Long,  R.A. ;  Major  and  Brevet  Colonel  J.  G.  Maxwell, 
D.S.O. ;  Major  and  Brevet  Colonel  H.  A.  MacDonald,  D.S.O.  ; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  D.  F.  Lewis,  C.B.  ;  Major  and  Brevet  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  J.  ColIinson,C.B.;  Captain  C.  R.  Keppel,  C.B.,  D.S.O.,  R.N.; 
and  to  the  other  Officers  and  Warrant  Officers  of  the  Navy,  the 
British  and  the  Egyptian  Army,  and  the  Royal  Marines,  for  the 
energy  and  gallantry  with  which  they  executed  the  services  which 
they  were  called  upon  to  perform         ...      694 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put — 

"Th4t  this  House  doth  acknowledge  and  highly  approve  the  gallaiitry, 
discipline,  and  good  conduct  displayed  by  the  Petty  Officers,  Non-commissioned 
Officers,  and  Men  of  the  Navy,  the  British  and  the  Egyptian  Army,  and  the 
Royal  Marines  during  the  campaign." — (Mr.  Balfour.) 

The  House  divided  ;  Ayes,  355  ;  Noes,  16.     (Division  List,  No.  180.) 

3.  Resolved, — That  this  House  doth  acknowledge  and  highly  approve  the 
gallantry,  discipline,  and  good  conduct  displayed  by  the  Petty 
Officers,  Non-commissioned  Officers,  and  Men  of  the  Navy,  the 
British  and  the  Egyptian  Army,  and  the  Royal  Marines  during  the 
campaign ...         ...         ...  ...     697 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed^ — 

**  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  Lieutenant- General  Sir  Francis 
Grenfell,  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G.,  for  the  support  and  assistance  which  he  afforded  to 
the  forces  employed  in  the  operations  in  the  Soudan." — {Mr.  Balfour). 

Mr.  Davitt  {Mayo,  S.)      697 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved, — That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Sir  Francis  Grenfell,  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G.,  for  the  support  and 
assistance  which  he  afforded  to  the  forces  employed  in  the  operations  in 
Soudan 697 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

'*  That  this  House  doth  acknowledge,  with  admiration,  the  dlstinj^uislied 
valour,  devotion,  and  conduct  of  those  other  officers  and  men  wlio  have  perit«lied 
during  the  campaign  in  the  Soudan  in  the  service  of  their  country,  and  feel  deep 
sympathy  with  their  relatives  and  friends." — {Mr.  Balfour). 

Discussion  : — 

Lord      Charles       Beresford  The  First   Laid  of  tlie  Treasury 

( Ywk) 697  (Mr.  A .  /.  Balfour,  Manchester, 

Mr.  Dillon  {Mayo,  E.)       ...     698  E) 698 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

5.  Kesolved, — That  this  House  doth  acknowledge,  with  admiration, 
the  distinguished  valour,  devotion,  and  conduct  of  those  other  officers  and 
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men  who  have  perished  during  the  campaign  in  the  Soudan  in  the  service 
of  their  country,  and  feel  deeps  ympathy  with  their  relatives  and  friends. — 
(Mr,  Bidfmr) 699 

Ordered, — That  the  said  resolutions  be  transmitted  by  Mr.  Speaker 
to  Major-General  Lord  Kitchener  of  Khartoum,  G.C.B.,  K.C.M.Gr.,  and 
that  he  be  requested  to  communicate  the  same  to  the  several  officers  and 
men  referred  to  therein. — {Mr,  Balfour) 699 

London  Oovemment  Bill — Order  read,  for  resuming  adjourned  Debate 
on  Amendment  proposed  [6th  June]  on  consideration  of  the  Bill,  as 
amended : — 

"  And  which  Amendment  was,  in  page  12,  lines  32  and  33,  to  leave  out  the 
words  *  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  parish,'  it  order  to  insert  the  words  *  8uch  inhabi- 
tants of  the  parish  as  shall  have  obeyed  that  rubric  of  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer  which  is  printed  at  the  end  of  the  Order  of  the  Administration  of  the 
Holv  Communion,  and  which  requires  that  every  parishionw  shall  communicate 
at  the  least  three  times  in  the  year,  of  which  Blaster  is  to  be  one.'*' — {Lord  Hugh 
Ceeil.) 

Question  again  proposed — 

"  That  the  words  *  the  inliabitants  of  *  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Discussion  Resumed  : — 

Mr.  Garvell  JFilliams  {Notts,  Mr,  Gedge  {JValsaXT)     702 

Mansfield)     ^     699         Mr.  Harwood  {Bolton) 702 

Mr.  Vmiry  Gihhs {Herts,  St.  Ixrrd  Hugh  Cecil  {Greenwich)    ...  703 

Albans) 701 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  12,  line  33,  after  the  words  last  inserted,  to  insert  the  words  *  who 
shall  declare  themselves  bona  fide  members  of  the  Church  of  England.'" — 
(Mr.  Talbot.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  : — 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea-                   Viscount  Cranbome  {Rochester)...      705 
sttry  {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,                   Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot  {Oxford  Univer- 
Manchester,  E.) 704  sity) 706 

Mr.  Fu-ary  Gibbs  {Herts,  St. 
Albans) 705 

Question  put,  and  negatived.     Oth^r  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  26,  page  lo,  line  27,  at  end,  to  insert — *  Provided  that  the 
liorough  council  may,  if  it  thinks  tit,  take  into  account  continuous  service  under 
any  authority  or  authorities  to  which  this  Act  refers,  in  order  to  calculate  the 
total  period  of  service  of  any  officer  entitled  to  compensation  under  this  Act.'  " — 
{Mr.  W.  F.  D.  Smith.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  these  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) 707 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
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Further  Amendment  proposed — 

'*  (2)  Sub-sections  4  and  7  of  Section  89  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1894, 
shall  apply  to  the  existing  officers  affected  by  this  Act,  as  if  references  in 
those  suo-sections  to  the  borouch  council,  and  all  expenses  incurred  by  the 
borough  council  in  pursuance  of  those  sub-sections  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
general  rate." — {Mr.  Solicitor-General,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr,     Stmrt        (Sh&reditch,  The   Solidtar-General  {Sir  R    B. 

Hoxton) 707  Finluy,  Inverness  Burghs)  . . .         708 

Mr.  John  Burns  (Battersea)     708 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Schedule  1,  page  18,  to  leave  out  lines  10  and  11,  and  insert  the  words, 
*  The  area  consisting  of  the  Parliamentary  Division  of  Whitechapel,  consisting  of 
all  the  areas  includSi  in  the  Whitechapel  District  Boanl  of  Works,  together  with 
the  Parliamentary  Division  of  St.  George's-in-the-East  (including  Wapping).'  " — 
{Sir  Samuel  Montagu.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  to  the  word  'Limehouse,'  in  line  11, 
stand  part  of  the  Bill.'' 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.   H.   S.   Samud  {Tower  Mr.   Lowles  {Shoreditch^   Hagger- 

Hamlets^  Limehauae)      ...     710  ston) ...     711 

Mr.  Sydney  Bita:ton  {Tower  Mr.  Shuirt  {Shoreditchy  Hoxton)...     712 

HamletSy  Poplar)           ...  710         Mr.  Herbert  Robertson  {Hackney ^ 

Lord  Hugh  Cecil  {Greenwich)     710  *S^.)      712 

Mr.       St^fulmm        {Tov^r  The  Solicitor-Generd  {Sir  R.  B. 

Hamlets,  Stepney)           ...  710             Finlay,  Imy^rness  Burghs)     ...     713 

21ie  First  Lord  oftln*  Treasury  Mr.  Steiulrmin    ...         ...          ...     714 

{Mr.   A.  J.    Balfour,   Man- 
chester, E.)         711 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided — Ayes,  133  ;  Noes,  55.     (Division  List,  No.  181.) 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Schedule  1,  page  18,  to  leave  out  lines  14  and  15,  and  insert  *  The  area 
consisting  of  the  parishes  of  St.  George  the  Martyr,  (/hrist  Church,  St.  Saviour, 
Southwark,  and  Newington.'" — {The Solicitor-Gentral.) 


Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  {Tower  Tlie  Solicitor-General  {Sir   R.  B. 

Handtts,  Poplar)  ...     715  Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs)      ...     715 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Mr.  Stuart  {Sh'jn'dit'h,  Hoj'ioii) 716 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  18,  line  30,  to  add,  '  and  including 
Peter,  Westminster,  and  the  Liberty  of  the  Rolls.* " — {The  Solicitor-General,) 

Question,  "That  these  words  be  there  inserted,"  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.      Stmrt      (Shareditch,  The  Solicitor-General  {Sir  R.  B. 

Hoxion) 716  Finlay^  Inverness  Burghs)      ...     717 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Another  Amendment  proposed — 

**In  pa^e  19,  column  2,  line  20,  before  the  word  'subject,'  to  insert  the 
woiids,  *  subject  to  bye-laws  and  regulations  made  by  the  County  Council  and.'  " 
— {Mr.  James  Stuart.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

The  Solicitor-General  {Sir  R.  B.  Finlui/y  Inverness  Burghs) 717 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendments  proposed — 

**  In  Schedule  2,  page  19,  column  2,  line  23,  after  *s.  100,'  to  add,  *  and  s.  101 ' ; 
and  in  Schedule  2,  page  19,  column  2,  line  23,  after  *  s.  100,'  add,  *  subject  to  the 
requirement  that  borough  council  shall  send  annually  to  county  council  a  copy  of 
the  register.'  " — {Mr.  Stuart,  for  Captain  Sinclair.) 

The  Solicitor-General  {Sir  R.  Mr.  Stuart  {SharedUch,  HoxUm).. .     717 

B.  Finlayjnvemessnurghs)    717 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Attention  called  to  the  fact  that  there  were  not  40  Members  present. 
House  counted,  and  40  Members  being  present,  Debate  resumed. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  20,  to  leave  out  lines  26  and  27."— («Sf»r  John  Dickson- Poynder.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.PicktrsgiU{BethnalGreen,                   The  Solicitor-General  {Sir  R.  B. 

S.fF.) 721             Finlay,  Inverness  Burghs)  ...     725 

Mr.  Lowles{Shoreditch,Hag-                  Mr.  Causton  {SouthvxLrk,  W.)  ...     726 

gerston) 722         Colonel  Hughes  { Woolwich)  . . .     726 

Mr.  Stuart  {Shoreditchy  Hox-                  Mr.  John  Bums  {Baitersea)  ...     727 

ton)       723         Sir    J.    Dickson-Poynder  {Wilts, 

Chippenham)  ...         ...  ...     728 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendments  proposed — 

"  In  Schedule  2,  page  20,  to  leaveout  lines  20  and  27  ;  and  to  leave  out  lines 
28  to  30."— (ilfr.  Pickersgill.) 

TJie     First     Lord     of     the  Col  Hughes  {Woolwich) 730 

Treasury     {Mr.     A.     J.                   Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  {Tower  Ham- 
Balfour,   Manchester,   E.)     730  lets,  Poplar) 730 

Amendments,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon  Tuesday  next 
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Finance  Bill — Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Amendment 
proposed  (6th  June)  on  consideration  of  the  Bill,  as  amended  : — 

And  which  Amendment  was — 

"  In  page  %  line  27,  after  the  word  'enumerated,'  to  insert  the  words,  *  and 
tested.' '  — {Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  5,  line  27,  after  the  word  '  form,'  to  insert  the  words  '  but  does  not 
include  any  County  Council  or  Municipal  Corporation  bills  repayable  not  later 
than  twelve  months  from  their  date,  or  any  overdraft  at  the  banK  or  other  loan 
raised  for  a  merely  temporary  purpose  for  a  period  not  exceeding  twelve 
months.'  "— (JIfr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr,  J.  P.  Smith  {Liimrk,  Partick)  731 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment — 

"In  line  2,  after  the  word  *  bills,'  to  insert  the  words  'of  exchange  or 
promissory  notes.'" — {Mr.  Caldwell.) 

Question  proposed,    "  That  those   words  be  inserted  [in  the    proposed 
Amendment." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-  Mr.  Caldwell {Lcmark,  Mid)      ...      732 

chequer  {Sir     M.    Hicks- 
Beach,  Bristol,  W.)       ...     732 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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temporary  purpose' " — {Sir  Charles  Cameron.) 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-  Sir    Charles  Cameron  {Glasgow^ 
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vided that  the  duty  under  this  section  shall  be  paid  by  a  local  authority  only 
once  in  respect  of  the  exercise  by  them  of  borrowing  powers,  and  shall  not  be 
paid  in  respect  of  money  reborrowed  by  them  to  replace  money  borrowed  which 
may  have  been  paid  off  otherwise  than  by  means  of  a  statutory  sinking  fund.'  " 
— {Sir  Charles  Cameron. ) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Tlw  Solu'ifor-General  {Sir  II.  B.  FiiUay,  Inverness  Burghs)  734 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  -Ayes,  69  ;  Noes,  168.     (Division  List,  No.  182.) 

Another  Amendment  maide. 

Hill  to  be  read  the  thiixl  time  upon  Tuesday  next. 
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to  be  printed.     [No.  216]       
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Queen's  Remembrancer  nf  the  K\cbe<|uer,  or  of  the  Clerk  appointed 
to  take  charge  of  the  Vovt  B<:«nds  or  Coast  Bonds,  and  which  are 
now  in,  but  are  not  considered  of  snfHcient  public  value  to  justify 
their  preservation  in  the  Public  Record  Office         
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PUBLIC  BUSIXESS, 

SUPPLY    [13th    allotted    DAY]. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  Estibiates,  1899-1890. 

Class  IL 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £49,482,  Ije  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
complete  the  sum  necessarj'  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the  salaries 
and  expenses  of  the  Department  of  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Aifairs." 

Discussion  : — 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  {Gloucester^  Forest         The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 

of  Bean)  778         Foreign    Affairs     (Mr.    Brodrrck, 

Suirey,  Guildford)     ...  ...     77 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  reduced  by  £100,  in  respect  of  the  salary  of  the 
Secretary  of  Sute."— (/Sir  Charles  Dilke.) 

Discussion  : — 

Ldd       Charles      Beresf(n-d  Mr,  Bill  {Staffordshire,  Leek)     ...  839^ 

{Yf/rk) 784        Mr.  j^Ia^dona  {Southwark,  Bother- 

TJie  Secretary  of  State  fw  the  hithe) 840 

Colmies  {Mr.  J.  Chandler-  Mr.  MtjOn  {St.  Pantras,  N.)      ...  842 

lain,  Biiiningharn,  IF.)  ...     787         Mr.  Eartcood  {Bolton) 843 

Lmd  Charles  Beiesford      ...  787         Earl  Percy  {Kensington,  S.)       ...  846 

TJie  First  Lo7'd  of  the  Admi-  Mr.    Provand    {Glasgow,    Black- 

ralty    {Mr.    Goschen,    St.  fnars)  863 

Gemge's,  Hanorer  Sqxiare)  788         Mr.  Yeilmrgh  {Chester) ,..         ...  869 

Laid  Charles  Beresford      ...     788         Mr.  Brvdrick     869 

Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Mr.  Yerburgh 860 

Fmeign  Affairs  {Mr.  Brod-  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  r^o 

rick,  Smrcy,  Gnildford) ...  792            (Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach,    Bristol,  m^ 

Lmd  Charles  Beresf(/rd      ...     792  W.) 864 

Mr.  Brodrick         800         Mr.  Lahouchere  {Northampton)  ...  866 

Mr.      Heddenvick      {Wicks  Mr.  Keswick  (Surrey,  Epsom)   •..  867 

Bvrghs) 813        Mr.  Barlow  {Somei'set,  Frome)  ...  868 

Mr.  Brodrick         814        Mr.   Maclivr    {Liverpool,    Kirk- 
Sir  E.   Grey    {Korthumher-                     dale) ^.  872 

land,  Berwick) 814        Mr.  J.  A.   Pease   {Korthvmber- 

Sir  E.  Sassoon  {Hythe)      ...     824  land) 872 

Mr.  Joseph   JFalton   {York, 

W.  P.,  Barnsley)          ...  828 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Eeport  to  the 
House. 

The  Committee  report  progress ;  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 

Seats  and  Shop  Assistants  (England  and  Ireland)  Bill^Considered  in 
Committee,  and  reported,  without  Amendment ;  Bill  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed       876- 

Adjoamed  at  five  minuteB  after  Twelve  of  the  clock. 
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PRirjTE    BILL     BUSINESS, 

The  Loiii*  CnAN('E[j.oiuic<imiinted  the  Houst?  that  the  Clerk  of  the  PHrliaments 
hml  laid  u|M>ii  the  Table  the  CertititNitL's  Uwm  the  Plxaniiiiers,  that  the 
further  Standing  Orders  applicalile  \u  the  folhnving  Bills  have  been  com- 
plied with  :  Belfast  and  Northern  Cuimties  liail way  ;  Bootle  Corporation. 
The  same  were  oixlered  to  be  on  the  Table  ,.. 

Standing  Orders  Committkk— Kt-port  from.  That  the  Stantlin^  Orders  not 
complied  with  in  respect  «>f  the  Bakei*  StJeel  and  Waterloo  Kadway  Bill 
ought  to  l>e  dispenseil  with  and  the  Bill  allowed  to  proeee<l,  provided  the 
name«  of  the  Gre^t  Coiitm!  Railway  Company  and  of  the  Waterloo  and 
City  Railway  Com  piny  be  >s  truck  out 

That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied  with  in  respet  i  of  the  Belfast  Curpt>r- 
ation  Bill  ought  to  be  dispenses!  with  and  the  Bill  allowed  to  procee<l, 
provided  Clause  23  be  struck  out 

Read,  arnl  agreed  to. 

Stockport  Corporation  Water  Bill 

C-ommittee 


A  witness  orderc^c]  ir.  attend  the  Select 
The    Queen  sj 


Caledonian   Eailway   (General    Powers)    Bill    [Lonls 

enn?ient  signiHed  :  and  Bill  repdrtetl.  with  Amendments     .,. 

Aberdeen  Joint  Passenger  Station  Bill  f Lords]— Reported,  with  Amend 

men  ts   . . . 

North  Pembrokeshire  and  Fishguard  Railway  Bill -Kep«nted,  \vithout 
Amendments    .  . 

North-West  London  Railway  Bill  The  Queen's  consent  siguihe<l,  ami 
Bill  reported,  with  Amendments 

Lancashire  and    Yorkshire  Railway  (Various  Powers)  BiU— Report 

.'r.>m  the  Select  Committee,  That  the  Conunittre  hail  not  proceeded  with 
the  c<insideration  of  the  Bdl,  the  oppusition  thereto  having  iiecn  witliilrawn  ; 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  nn  the  Table  :  the  Onlers  made  on  the  :i5th  of 
April  and  Tuesday  last  discharger!  ;  and  Bill  committed 

Wetherby  District  Water  Bill — Report  from  the  Seleel  Committee,  That 
the  C*>mraittee  had  not  proceeded  with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  thereto  having  l»een  withdrawn  ;  read,  and  ordererl  to  lie  on  the 
Table;  the  Orders  maile  on  the  25th  of  April  .ind  Tuesday  hist  ciis- 
charged  ;  and  Bill  committed 

West  B[ighland  Railway  Bill  [Lonls]™*.  (mimons  Amendments  considered, 
and  agiee<i  lo  , 

Transvaal  Mortgage  Loan  and  Finance  Company  Bill  [Lords]— Read 

the  thinl  time,  and  jjassed,  and  serU  to  the  Commons* 

Crowborough  District  Water  Bill — Return^Ml  from  the  Commons  \dth  the 
A  metuimen  ts  agrees!  to 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  14)  Bill  fLoids]  Gas  Orders 
Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill  [Lords] :  Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirm 
ation  Bill[Lorxls] ;  Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]— House 
to  l>e  in  Ctmmiittee  To-morrow 
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Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection,  that  the  following  Lords  be  proposed 
to  the  House  to  form  the  Select  Committee  for  the  consideration  of  the 
said  Bills;  viz. — D.  Bedford  (Chairman),  D.  Marlborough,  E.  Dartmouth, 
E.  Windsor,  L.  Bolton  : — Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  ^o.  3) 
Bill ;  Central  Electric  Supply  Bill ;  Central  London  Railway  Bill ;  Charing 
Cross,  Euston,  and  Hampstead  Railway  Bill ;  Kensington  and  Nottiiig 
Hill  Electric  Lighting  Bill ;  Midland  Railway  Bill ;  Gas  Light  and  Coke 
Company  Bill ;  London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Railway  (Various 
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praying  to  be  heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bills  to  be  heard  as  desired,  as 
also  counsel  for  the  Bills         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...     879 
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Committee. 
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ton),  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis),  Mr.  Channing  (Northanpton,  E.), 
Mr.  Bartley(Islington,N.),and  Mr.  James  Lowther(Kent,Thanet) ;  Answers, 
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PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  (Expenses)— Considered  in 
Committee. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be 
provi(le<l  by  Parliament,  of  any  remuneration,  allowances,  and  expenses  that 
may  l.ecome  payable  under  any  Act  of  the  prasent  Session  to  provide  for 
improving  and  extending  the  procedure  for  obtaining  Parliamentary  powers  by 
way  of  Provisional  Orders  in  matters  relating  to  Scotland." — {Sir  William 
Walrond. ) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  the  word  'remuneration.*" — {Mr.  Thos.  Shaw.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word    *  remuneration '  stand   part  of   the 
Resolution." 

Discussion  : — 

The    Ijord     Advocate    {Mr.  Mr,  J.  P.  Smith  (Lanark,  Partick)     910 

A.  (t.  Murray,  Buteshire)     909         Mr,  Channing  (Northampton,  E.)     910 
Dr.  Claik  (Caithness)         ...     909 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to 
be  provided  by  Parliament,  of  any  remuneration,  allowances,  and 
expenses  that  may  become  payable  under  any  Act  of  the  present 
Session  to  provide  for  improving  and  extending  the  procedure  for 
obtaining  Parliamentary  powers  by  way  of  Provisional  Orders  in 
matters  relating  to  Scotland. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 
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Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Bill — Committee. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

"  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Committee  that  they  have  power  to  eittend 
the  scope  of  the  Bill  to  include  the  remainder  of  the  United  Kingdom." — {Capt. 
Sinclair.) 


Discussion  :— 

Mr.  Buchanan  •  (Aberdeen- 
shire, E.)  913 

The  h/rd  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  G. 
Alwrai/,  Buteshire)         ...     9H 


Sir      H,       Campbell-Bannermaii 

{Stirling  Burghs)        914 

Mr.  Dalziel  {Kirkcaldy) 916 

Mr.  Lloyd-George  {Carnarvon)    916 


Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Bill  Considered  in  Committee. 
Clause   1  : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page   1,  line  6,  to  leave  out  *  public   authority   or.*" — {Mr.    Edmund- 
Robertson.) 

Question  proposed,   "  That  the  words  *  public  authority  or  '  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 


Discussion  : — 

The     Lord    Advocate    {Mr. 

A.  G.  Murray,  Buteshire)       919 
Mr.    Cnpps    {Gloucestershire, 

Stroud)  919 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Sir     H.     Campbetl-Bannemian 

{Stirling  Burghs) 
Mr.  A.  G.  Mwray 
Br.  Clark  {Caithness)    ... 


920 
920 
920 


Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  6,  after  '  authority,'  to  insert  the  words,  '  other  than  a 
public  authority  seeking  poweis  inconsistent  with,  or  in  additiou  to,  the 
general  law, "—{Mr. Cripps. ) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 


Discussion  : — 

The  Lord  Adromte{Mr.A.  G. 
Murray,  Buteshire)         ...     922 

Mr.  J.  P.  Smith  {Lanark- 
shire, Partick)     924 

Mr.  Cripps  ( Gloucester,  Stroud)    924 

Sir  H.  Campbell- Bannerman 
{Stirling  Burghs) 925 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Mr. Stuart  JV(yrtUy{Sheffield,  HaUam)926 

Mr.  Ure  {Linlithgow)    ... 

Mr.  Jeffreys  {Hards,  N:) 

Mr.  Cripps        ...         ... 

The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
{Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manches- 
ter, E 


926 
927 
927 


928 


Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  1,  line  6,  to  leave  out  *  or  persons.' 


-{Dr.  Clark.)' 


Question   proposed,    "  That  the  w^ords    *  or  persons  '   stand  part  of   the 
clause. 

The  Lord  Advocate  {Mr.  A,    G.  Murray,  Btdeshire)      

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


930 
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Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  pace  1,  line  6,  after  *  persons,'  to  insert  *  other  than  railway  com- 
panies.' "— (3/r.  Cripps.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  :— 

The  Lard  Advocate  (Mr,  J. 

G.  Murray y  Buteshire)  ... 
Mr.    Caldwell   (Lanarkshire, 

Mid)      

Mr.  Eenshaw  (Renfrewshire, 

jr.)      

Mr.  Robert   Wallace.  (Perth) 
Mr.      Cripps       (Gloucester, 

Stroud)  

Mr.  Bryce  (Aberdeen) 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  9,  to  leave  out  the  words  *at  present.'  "— (3/r.  Caldwell.) 


Mr.  Caldwell      

936 

931 

Mr.  Heddermick  (IVicks  Burghs) 

936 

Mr.    Edmund  Robertson  (Dundee) 

937 

931 

Mr.  Balziel (Kirkcaldy  Burghs)... 
Mr.    J.  P.  Smith    (Lanarkshire, 

937 

932 

Partick)         

937 

934 

Mr.  ColvUle  (Lanark,  N.E.)      ... 

938 

Dr.  Ckirk  (Caithness)     

938 

934 

Sir      H.      Campbett^Bannerman 

935 

(Stirling  Burghs) 

938 

<3uestion    proposed,  "  That  the  words    *  at  present '   stand  part   of   the 
clause." 

The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  G.  Murray ,  Buieshire)        ...         

<3uestion  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  word  *  shall, 'and  insert  the  word  *  may ' 
instead  thereof." — {Mr.  Parker  Smith.) 

<3ue8tion  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  shall '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Discussion  : — 


939 


TJie  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A. 
G.  Murray,  Buieshire)  ...     940 

*S'i>  Charles  Cameron  (Gkis- 
gow,  Brulgeton)...         ...     941 

Mr.    Crombie     (Kincardine- 
shire)     ...         ...         ...     941 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray  ...     942 

Mr.    Caldv)ell   (Lanarkshire, 
Mid)       942 

Mr.  Thmnus  Shaw  (Hawick     942 
Burghs) 943 


943 


Mr.  Souttar  (Dumfriesshire) 

Dr.  Farquharson{Aberdeenshire,  W,)  944 

Mr.  Buchanan  (Aberdeenshire,  E.)     944 

Dr.  Clark  (Caithness)     ... 

Mr.  Robert  Wallace  (Perth) 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray 

Mr.  Caldu^ll     


Mr.  (ribson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis) 
Dr.  Clark  


945 
945 
945 
946 
946 
947 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :- 


-Ayes,  196;  Noes,  80.     (Division  List,  No.  183.) 


Amendment  proposed — 

* '  In  i»age  1 ,  line  1 1 ,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  *  by'  to  the  end  of  the  clause, 
and  add  the  words  *  Private  Bill,  according  to  the  existing  iiractice  of  Parlia- 
ment, unless  and  until  there  is  opposition  to  the  Bill,  in  which  case  only  the 
procedure  established  by  this  Act  snail  apply '  instead  thereof." — [Mr.  Edmund 
Robertson. ) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  to  the  words 
*a  provisional,'  in  line  12,  stand  part  of  the  clause." 
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Discussion  ; — 

The  Lord  Advocafe  {Mr,  A,  Mr,  Dalziel  {Kirkcaldy  Burghs)..,  954 
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bright) 953 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  146  ;  Noes,  56.     (Division  List,  No.  184.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  1,  line  12,  to  leave  out  the  words   *  a  provisionar   and    insert 
*an.'"— (3/r.  J.  P.  Smith.) 

Question  proposed,  *That  the  words  *a  provisional'  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.    Caldwell   {Lanarkshire,                  The  Lord  Advocate   {Mr.  A,   G. 
Mid)      957  Muiray,  Buteshire) 957 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  21,  after  the  word  *  advertisement  *  to  insert  words  *  in  at 
least  two  newspapers  circulating  in  the  locality  interested.*" — {Mr.  Daiziel.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted. 

The  Lord  Advocate  {Mr.  A .  G.  Mr.  Balziel  {Kirkcaldy  Burghs) ...     959 

Miuray,  Buteshire)        ...     958 

Amendment,  hy  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  Clause  1,  [>a<'e  1,  line  24,  to  leave  out  *  prescribed '  and  insert  *  required 
by  Standing  Orders.     —(3/r.  Caldwell.) 

Question   proposed,    "  That   the  word    *  prescribed '    stand   part   of    the 
clause." 

Discussion  : — 

The  Lml Advocate  {Mr.  A.  G.  Mr.  T1u)nuis  Shaw         960 

Murray,  Buteshire)        ...  959         Br.  Clark  (Caithness)     961 

Mr.   J.  P.  Smith  {Lanark-  Mr.  J.  P.  Smith  962 

shire,  Partick) 959         Mr.  A.  G.  Murray        96S 

Mr.    Caldwell   {Lanarkshire,  Mr.   Alexander  Cross    {Glasgow, 

Mid)      959  Camlachie) 963 

Mr.  Thwnas  Shaw  {Hawick  Br.  Clark  ...         ...         ...  964 

Burghs) 960         Mr.  Caldwell     964 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray  ...  960 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,    130;    Noes,    55.     (Divisional  List,  No. 

185.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  page  1,  to  leave  out  Clause  1."— (-^.  Clark.)     ■ 

Question   proposed,    **That  Clause   1,   as  amended,   stand  part  of   the 
Bill." 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 


Jun4>  12.] 

Dlscussions — 


xcvii 
Page 


Sir  Charles  Cameron  {Glas-  Mr,  CoMwell  {Laruirk,  Mid,)    ...     969 

gowy  Bridgeton) 968 

Mr,  Souttar  (Dumfriesshire)     968 

Question  put. 

The   Committee  divided: — Ayes,    175;    Noes,    62.     (Division  List^  No. 

186.) 

Clause  2  :— 
Amendment  proposed — 


*  *  In  page  2,  line  2,  after  the  word  *  Commons,'  to  insert  the  words,  *  and 
i  Members  of  each  House  of  Parliament  appointed  at  the  beginning  of  each 
session  in  manner  provided  by  Standing  Orciers  shall    be  a  Standing  Joint 


two  Memc 


:  at  the  beginning  of  each 
11    be       *       '•        '  • 
Committee  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament." — [Dr.  Clark,) 


Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 


Discussion 


Thf  Lard  Advocate  (Mr.  A. 

Mr,J,P,SmUh           

980 

G.  Murray,  Buteshire)   ... 

974 

Mr,  Dillon  (Mayo,  E,) 

980 

Mr,  Caldwell  (Lamrk,  Mid) 

974 

Mr,  Hedderwick   (Wick    Burghs) 

981 

Mr.  Richards  (Finsbuiy,  E.) 

975 

Mr,    Stuart    JFcrrtley    (Sheffield, 

Dr.  Clark  (Caithness) 

975 

Hallam)        

982 

Sir  II,  Campbell-Bannei-nian 

Dr,  Clark          

982 

(Stirling  Burghs) 

976 

Cohrvel      Denny        (Kilmarnock 

Mr,   Cripps  (Glaurestershire, 

Burghs)         

983 

Stroud  ) 

977 

Mr,  Dalziel       

983 

Mr,  A,  G,  Mwray 

978 

Mr,  A,  G,  Murray 

984 

Mr,      Edmund      Robertson 

Sir  H,  Camphell-Bannerman     , . , 

984 

(Dundee)            

978 

The  First  Lard  of  the  Treasury 

Mr.      Dalziel      (Kirkcaldy 

(Mr,    A,    J.    Balfour,    Man- 

Burghs)  

979 

chester,  E,) 

985 

Mr,  Cochrane  (Ayrshire,  N,) 

Mr,  Cripps        

988 

Sir  H,  CampbellrBannerman 

Sir  H,  CamphelUBannerman     ... 
Mr,  A,  J.  Balfour        

988 

Mr,  A.  G.  Murray 

977 

989 

Mr.  Souttar  (Dumfriesshire) 

980 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again,"  put,  and  agreed  to.  Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit 
again  upon  Thursday  

Trout  Fishing  Annual  Close  Time  (Scotland)  Bill   [Lords]— Second 
Reading— Order  for  Second  Reading  read 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  BiU  be  now  read  a  Second  time." 

Mr,  Dalziel  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Debate  stood  adjourned.  Debate  to  be  resumed 
upon  Thursday. 

Lunacy  Bill  [Lords] — Order  for  the  Second  Reading  read — (The  Secretary  to  the 
Load  Government  Board,  Mr,  T,  W,  Rtissell,  Tyrone,  S,) :  Thursday. 
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Estate  Duty. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  The  Lord  Chancellor  (The  Earl  of 

{The  Earl  of  Marley)     ...     997  Halsbury) 1000 

Lcrrd  Stanley  of  Alderley  ...  1000 

House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  before  Five  of  the  clock. 


COMMONS:   TUESDAY   13th   JUNE   1899. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 
Private  Bills  (Lords). 

(Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into  complied  with.) 

Mr  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating 
in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing 
Orders  not  previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are  applicable  thereto,  have 
been  complied  with,  viz. : — Great  Grimsby  Street  Trwnways  Bill  [Lords]  ; 
North  Eastern  and  Hull  and  Barnsley  Railways  (Joint  Dock)  Bill  [Lords] ; 
North  Eastern  Railway  Bill  [Lords].  Ordered,  that  the  Bills  be  read  a 
second  time 1002 

Brompton  and  Piccadilly  Circus  Railway  Bill  — Queen's   Consent 

signified.     Reard  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...        ^ 1002 


Jn 
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Po^e 


Infant  Orphan  Asylum  Bill  [Lords];  London  Hospital  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Stockton  and  Middlesbrough  Water  Bill  [LoMs].  Ee^ul  the  third 
time,  cuid  pas^sed,  without  Ameruhnenfc  ...         ..,         ...         ...         ,..   1002 

Barwen  Corporation  Bill— At^  amended,  considered ;  to  be  road  the  tbird 

time      ... ,  ., ...   1002 

Oodalming  Corporation  Water  Bill  (by  Order)- -Order  for  consideration, 
as  amended,  readL 

Motion  made,  and  Q.uestion  proposed^ 

"  That  tlie  Order  for  the  Consideration  of  the  Bill,  fis  amende*!,  be  defeired 
till  Thursday  next." — {Ih\  Farquharson,} 

DIscu^kSION  : — 

Mi\  DuMoinhe  (Cumberhimi, 

Eijnmmi)  1003 

Tht    ^t^atkiry    Ut    tlir    JyH'al 

Chm'nuiietd  hoard  {Mr.  1\ 

IV:  Ru^M,  Ttjrone)       ...  1003 


Mr,  Gibs^m  B&wks  (Lpin  E^gis)     1003 
Thr  LTnd4r  Sfaektrtf  of  Skde  f*/r 
Ftnrign  Affairs  {Mr.  Brodrirk^ 

Surri'tf,  Guikift/rd)      1004 

Mr.  Slmri  (SlmedUdi,  Eoxtmi)      1004 


Question  put 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  1 68  ;  Noes,  34.     (Division  List,  No.  187). 

Order  for  coasidemtion,  as  amended,  defeiTcd  till  Thursday. 

London  County  Council  (Qeneral  Powers)  Bill— (By  Order.)    Order  for 

considemtion,  as  amended,  reail        ...         ...         ...         . .  *         ...         ...  1 005 

Motion  madcj  and  Question  proposed,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  con- 
sidered." 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  To  leave  out  the  wordft  *  now  considered/  in  order  to  add  the  words  •  re- 
(jommitted  to  the  former  Committee  mth  respect  to  Clause  10  (Acquisition  of 
Sit©  of  SpitaltieldB  Market  by  agreement),  and  Clause  25  (Act  not  to  autliorise 
taking  twenty  bounes  of  pennons  of  tbe  labouring  class  in  any  jmrisb).'  " — {Mr. 
Aiexander  Mare^rcums  Brown.) 

Question,  "  That  the  words  *  now  considered  *  stand  part  of  the  Ques- 
tion," put,  and  negatived  ;  words  added. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and  agi-oed  to. 

Bill  ro-committed  to  the  foimer  Committee  in  resptMit  of  Clause  10  (Acqui- 
sition of  Site  of  Spitaltields  Market,  by  agreement),  and  Clause  25 
(Act  not  to  authorise  tjiking  twenty  houses  of  persona  of  the  labour- 
ing class  in  any  parish) ,,         ..,         ...  1006 
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read       ...  ...  ...  .*.  ..-         ...         ,.-         ..,         ...  ...   1006 

Motion  nuwile,  and  Question  proposed, 

**  That  tlie  Bill  b©  now  oonaideired," — (Mr,  Johfh  EedmoneL) 

Amendment  proposed^ 

"  To  leiive  out  the  word  *  now/  and,  at  the  end  of  the  Qao^tion,  to  add  the 
words,  *  ui>on  tUia  day  tbroe  months.'  " — {Mr,  Carsofu) 

Question  propoaod,  **  That  the  woitl  *  now  *  stand  part  of  the  Question," 
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NEJV  WRIT 
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Local  Oovemment  Bill — Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 
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«  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  third  time." 

Mr.  Duiiromhe  (Cumberland,  Egrerrumt)  1080 
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**  To  leave  out  the  words  *now  read   the  third  time,'  in  order  to  add  the 
words  *  recommitted  in  respect  of  Clause  2.* — (Mr.  Elliot)— instead  thereof." 
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Discussion  : — 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-  Mr.  R.  G.  Webster  (St.  Pancras, 

cliequer    (Sir  M.   Hkks-  E.) 1085 

Uearh,  Bristol,  JV.)      ...   1080  Mr.  Labmwfiere  (Northamjtton)      1086 

Earl  Pernj  (Kensington,  S.)  1082  Mr.  Elliot  (Durfuim  CUy)        ...   1086 

Sir  H.  Campbell  Banner/nan 
(Stirling  Burghs)  ...   1084 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


cviii  TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

June  13.]  PoQt 

Finance  Bill — Read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1086 

Plumbers'  Registration. 
Mr,  Lees  Knowles  {Salfard,  JF,) 1087 

Notice  taken  that  40  Members  were  not  present ;  House  counted  and  40  Mem- 
bers not  being  present — 

House  adjourned  at  Eight  of  the  clock. 


COMMONS :  WEDNESDAY,  14th  JUNE  1899. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Ilford  Gas  Bill — Lords  Amendments  considered,  and  agreed  to        1089 

Friends'  Provident  Institution  Bill  [Lords];  Lowestoft  Promenade 
Pier  Bill ;  Mid-Kent  Oas  Bill  [Lords] ;  Skipton  Urban  District  Oas 
Bill  [Lords] — As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read  the  third  time  ...   1089 

Cobham  Oas  Bill  [Lords];  Orosvenor  Chapel  (London)  Bill  [Lords] ; 
Moss  Side  Uroan  District  Council  (Tramways)  Bill  fLordst; 
Stretford  Urban  District  Council  (Tramways)  Bill  [Lordsj; 
Weston-Super-Mare,  Clevedon,  and  Portishead  Tramways  Com- 
pany (Li^ht  Railway  Extensions)  Bill  [Lords] — Read  a  second  time, 
and  committed  1089 

Whitehaven  Corporation  Bill  [Lords];  Withington  Urban  District 

Council  (Tramways)  Bill  [Lords]— Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  1089 

Private  Bilus  (Group  B) — Ordered,  that  William  Jaffray  do  attend  the 

Committee  on  Group  B  of  Private  Bills  this  day 1089 

PETITIONS, 

Ground  Values  (Taxation)  (Scotland)  Bill— Petition  from  Motherwell,  in 

favour;    to  lie  upon  the  Table  1090 

Inebriates  Act,  1898  -Petition  from  Rochdale,  for  alteration  of  Law;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table  1090 

Local  Government  (Scotland)  Act  (1894)  Amendment  Bill— Petitions 

in  favour— From  Ardrossan,  and  Cathcart ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...   1090 

Parish  Councils  Association  (Scotland)  Bill— Petition  from  Motherwell, 

in  favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table       1090 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Bill— Petition  from  Mother- 
well, in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table         1090 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sundav  Bill— Petitions  in  favour— From 
Liverpool ;  Brottonhani  ;  Penrith  (three) ;  Carlisle ;  Talkin  ;  Kirk- 
oswald  ;  Meal  Bank  ;  Siddick  ;  Skirwith ;  Blencarn  ;  Whitehaven 
(eight) ;  Yosthwaite ;  Wetherall ;  Walton ;  Parton  (two) ;  Moor 
Row ;  Crosby  ;  Ivegill ;  Hutton  End  ;  Kirkbrido  ;  Dearham  ; 
Fliiiiby  ;  Stainton  ;  Renwick ;  Newbiggin  ;  Ainstable ;  Gilsland  ; 
Omiathwaite ;  Low  Seaton ;  Workington  (two) ;  Distington;  St. 
Bees ;  Calthwaite ;  Blencowe ;  Plumpton ;  Wiffton ;  Cleator ; 
Great  Broughton  ;  Carlisle ;  Great  Salkeld  ;  Applethwaite ;  Portin- 
scales ;  Gamblesby ;  Blyth  ;  I-iangwathby ;  Lazenby ;  AUonby  ; 
Maybrary  ;  Mealsgate ;  Haverigg  ;  Millom ;  Thelkeld  ;  Brigham  ; 
and  Lincoln  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 1090 


I 


TABLE  OF  rONTENTS.         ^         ST 

Junr  14.]  '  P^^?/- 

Shops  (Early  Closing)  Bill— Petition  from   .\rntherwell,  iti  favour  ;    tn  lie 

up)!!  the  Till pIc'  ., 1090 

Small  Houses  (Scotland)  Bill— Petition  from  Motherwell,  tn  favour ;  to  lie 

upoiUlie  Tiilile  ,  1090 

Teinds  (Scotland)  Bill — Petition  of  the  Society  of  Solicitors  of  Elginshire, 

in  favour  :  to  lie  upon  the  Table       , 1090 

Town  Oouiicils  (Scotland)  Bill —Petition  from  Motherwell^  in  favour;  to  He 

upon  tho  Tulilo ... ...  1001 

Trout    Fishings  Annual  Close   Time   (Scotland)    Bill -Petition    from 

Motherwell,  in  favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  .,.         ...  ...  .,.1091 

Workmen's  Houses  Tenure  Bill — Petition  from  Motherwoll,  in  favoiii\;  to 

litMipou  the  Table       ..,  ...  ...  ...  ...    1091 

RETUILYS,    REPOnTS,    dx. 

Charity  Commission  (Welsh  Intermediate  Education  Act  (1889)— Copy 
presented — of  Report  of  the  Charity  Commissioners  of  their  Proceeding.? 
under  the  Welsh  Intenuediate  Edticatiori  Act,  1889  [by  Command]  ■  to 
lie  upon  the  Table       ... ,,         ...        " ...   1091 

North  Sea  FrsnERMEN— Return  presented  relative  thereto  [ortlered  25rd 
of  February] — {Mi\  Ilerkrt  EtflHrts&n) — to  \w  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     (No.  219.) 1091 

Rait^WAYS — Copy  prc^cnteil, — of  Report  by  the  Boanl  of  Trade  on  Applieations 
made  during  the  year  1898  under  the  Railway  Companies'  Powers  Act, 
1864,  and  of  the  Proceediny;a  of  the  B<>ard  of  Trade  with  respect  thereto 
[by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  t^  be  printed.     (No.  220.)  ...         .,.   1091 

MuNicirAL  Corporations  (New  Chahters)  (Smetu wick)— Copy  presented, 
of  Charter  of  Incorporation  of  the  Bi^rough  of  Smethwick,  datefl  12th  of 
June^  1899,  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  tbe  Table  .,. 1091 

Elbctric  Lighting  Provisional  Ordkr8 — Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memorandum 
stating  the  nature  of  the  Proposals  containetl  in  the  Provisional  Orders 
included  in  the  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No.  9)  Bill ; 
Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No*  10)  Bill ;  Electric  Lighting  Pru- 
Wsional    Orders   (No.    11)     Bill;    Electric    lighting    Provimonal    Onlers 

SNo.  12)  Bill;  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  {No.  13)  Bill ;  Electric 
jighting  Provigional  ^Orders  (No.  14)  Bill ;  Electric  Lighting  Provisional 
Oinlers  (No.  15)  Bill" — {Mr.  Rihhir,)  Copy  presented  accordingly  ;  to  He 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     (No.  221) ,         ...         ...  1091 


PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

"Lincolnshire  Coroners  Bill  [Ijordsj— Read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second 

time  on  xMonday  next,  and  to  be  printed.     (Bill  234) .,,    1092 

Education  of  Children  Bill^Order  for  third  reading  read 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  Bill  tie  now  read  the  third  time."— (Jlfr.  Eobaon.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

'*  To  leave  out  the  wonl  *  now,'  and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the 
words  *ni»oii  this  day  three  montlis.*" — (Mr,  Seion-fCarr,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  *  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 


Jvflie  14.] 


Page 


Mr,  James  Kenyan  {Lancashire, 
Bury) 

Mr.Ihmcombe  (Cumberland^  Egre- 
mont) 

Mr.  James  Kenyan       

Mr.  Maddison  {Sheffiddy  Bright- 
side)  ... 

The  Fice-President  of  the  Committee 
of  Council  an  Education  (Sir 
J.  Gorst,  Cambridge  Univer- 
sity)    

Sir  Jniliam  Harcmirt  (Monnwuthr 
shire,  IF.)      

Colonel  Mellar  (Lancashire,  Bad- 
diffe) 


Discussion  :— 

Mr.  George  Whitdey,  (Stock- 
port)        1097 

Mr.  Duchvorth  (Lancashire, 
Middletan)         1101 

Sir  F.  S.  Powell  (Wigan)...  1106 

Mr.  Tamlinsan  (Preston)  ...  1109 

Mr.  Yaxall  (Nottingham, 
JFest)     1111 

Majm-  Bosch  (Essex,  S.E. )      1114 

Mr.  SamnelSmifh(Flinfshire)  1115 

Mr.  Ilobhouse  (Somersd,  E.)  1116 

Mr.  Schvxinn  (Manchester, 
N.)        1117 

Mr.  J.  H.  Johnson  (Sussex, 
Horsham)  1120 

Mr.  Harwood  (Lancashire, 
Bolton) 1121 

Question,  "  That  the  word  *  now  '  stand 
agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Service  Franchise  Bill — (As  amended,  considered.) 

New  clause — 

"  All  enactments  and  all  orders  made  in  i)ur8uance  of  the  Registration  Acts 
which  relate  to  the  registration  of  persons  entitled  to  vote  in  respect  of  a  lodger 
qualification  shall  relate  with  the  necessary  variations  and  alterations  of  pre- 
cepts, notices,  lists,  and  other  forms  to  person-i  qualified  to  vote  under  the 
service  franchise."— {5tr  C.  DUke.) 

Brought  up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  clause  bo  read  a  second 
time." 


1125 

1127 
1127 

1128 


1131 


1132 
1133 


part  of  the  Question,"  put,  and 


Discussion  :— 

Sir  J.  Blundell  Maple  (Cam- 

herwell,  Dulwich)  ...  1138 

Mr.  T.M.  Mealy  (LoM,N.)  1138 
Mr.  Bohert  mdkice  (Perth).  1141 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  139  ;  Noes,  184. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  (Louth,  N.)  

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  I,  line  6,  after  the  word  *  employment,*  to  insert  the  words,  *  and 
the  dwelling-house  is  not  inhabited  by  any  person  under  whom  such  man  serves 
in  such  office,  service,  or  employment.' " — (Sir  Blum  fell  Maple.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 


Captain  Norton  (Nevnngton,  JF.). 
T/te  Solicitar-Gemral  (Sir  B.  B. 
Fiiday,  Inverness  Burghs) 


(Division  List,  No.  189.) 


1142 


1143 


1147 


Discussion  : — 

Sir  Cliarles  Dilke  (Gloucester- 
shire, Fmest  of  Dean)    ...  1147 
Mr.  Bohert  Wallace  (Peiih)  .1148 
Sir  J.  Blundell  Maple  (Cam- 

berwell,  Dulwich)  ...  1149 

Mr.  Bobert  IFallace  ...  1149 

TJie.Solidtar-Geiwal(SirB.B. 
Fiiday,  Inverness  Burghs).  1151 


Mr.  Asquiih  (Fife.  E.) 1 152 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  (Louth,  N.)  ...  1152 

Serjeant  Hemphill  (Tyrone,  Jv.)  .  1154 
Mr.   Abel   Thomas  (Carmarthen, 

E.) 1164 

Mr.  Clancy  (Dublin  Co.,  N.)     ...  1154 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS.  cxi 

June  IA.\  Page 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put — 

"  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  139  :  Noes,  187.     (Division  List  No.  190.) 

Question  again  proposed — 

"That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Debate  arising,  and  it  being  after  half-past  Five  of  the  clock,  Mr.  Speaker 
proceeded  to  intcrnipt  the  business. 

Whereupon  Sir  Bhindell   Maple  rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move, 
**  That  the  Question  l>e  now  put." 

Question  put — 

"That  the  Question  be  now  put." 

The  House  divided: — Ayes,  185;  Noes,  143.     (Division  List,  No.  191.) 

Question  put  accordingly. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes,  171 ;  Noes,  154.     (Division  List,  No.  192.) 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 

Private  Bills  [Lords] — (Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired  into  com- 
plied with). 
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time      1170 
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plied with). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Peti- 
tions for  Private  Bills — That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating 
in  the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  Sub-section  8  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Discussion  :  - 

Mr.    Schwann    {Manrhesff'i\,  Mr.  J.  IV.  Ijmiher  {Cumber- 

N.)         1172  land,  Penrith)...  ...   I173 
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Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  authonsing  the  Buenos  Ay  res  and 
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opposing  claims  affecting  certain  estates  of  the  late  Sir  James  Cockburn, 
7th  Baronet,  deceased,  situate  in  the  Counties  of  Pembroke,  Cardigan, 
and  Carmarthen,  and  in  the  City  and  County  of  London."  (Yorke  Estate 
Bill.  [Lord.s]  ... 1174 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  (No  10)  Bill  FLords.]  Read  the 
first  time  ;  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to 
hepnnted.     (Bill  235.)  ... 1175 

Buenos  Ajnres  and  Pacific  Railway  Company  Bill  [Lords]. 

Yorke    Estate   Bill  [Lords].     Read  the   first    time ;    and   referred    to   the 
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Companies  Acts  Amendment   Bill.— Petition  from   Hod  Id  II  and  Reigate, 
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I 


Poor  Law  AmenDxMENT   (Scotland)  Act,    1845- 
for  alteration  of  law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


-Petition  from  Arbroath, 
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FisilEEY  Board  (Scottand) — Copy  presented, ^ — of  Reports  on  the  State  of 
the  Markets  for  Scottish-cured  Herrings  on  the  Continent,  and  in  the 
United  States  of  America  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Trade  Retorts  (Annual  Series)— Copies  presented,— of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  8eries,  Nos.  2287  to  2289  [by  Command]  ;  to  he 
upon  the  Table. 
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Rioting  in  Belfast — Question,  Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo,  E.) ;  Answer,  The  Chief 

Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds,  Central) ...  1197 

Clerks  of  Irish  Unions — Question,  Mr.  Tully  (Lcitrim,  S.) ;  Answer,  The 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds,  Central)  ...  ...  1197 

FusiNESS  OF  THE  HousE — Questions,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  (Cavan,  W.),  and  Captain 
Donelan  (Cork,  E.) ;  Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Manchester,  E.) ,..1198 

PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

Indian  Tariff  Act,  1899. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

*^  That  an  humble  Address  l)e  presented  to  Her  Majesty,  praying  that  Her 
Majesty  will  l>e  pleased  to  disallow  the  Indian  Tarifl  Act,  1899.")— (Sir  Henry 
Fowler.) 


Discussion  ; 


Tlie  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  {Lard  George 
Ha  milt  oily  Middlesex^ 

Ealing) 

Sir  Howard  Vincent  {SJieffield, 
Central) . . . 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  {Mr,  J,  Clmmher- 
lain,  Birminghim,  JF,).. 

Mr,  J.  M.  Maclmn  {Cardiff)  1222 

The  First  Lard  of  the 
Treasury     (Mr.     A. 


1201 


1219 


1220 


BaUotir,  mancliester^ 
Mr.  J.  M.  Madean 


J. 

E.) 


Lord  George  Hamilton 
Mr.  J.  M.  MacUan 
Lard  George  Hamilton 
Mr.  Lough  {Islington,  Jr.)... 


1223 
1223 
1224 
1224 
1236 
1251 


Sir   Lewis    Mclvor    {Edinburgh^ 

W.) 

Mr.  L.  R.  Ilollnnd  {Toicer  Ham- 

leta,  Bow) 
Mr.  JFylie  {Dumbartonshire) 
Sir    Cluirles   Cameron  {GlasgaWy 

Bridgeton) 
Mr.  Courtney  {Cornwall,  Bodmin)  1283 
Mr.  J.  Chamherlain       ...  ...  1291 

Sir  II.  H.  Fowler  {Wolverhampton, 

E.) 

Mr.  J.  Chamberlain 

Mr.  J.  M.  Maclean       

Mr.  J.  Chamberlain 

Sir     H.      Campbell-Bannerman 

{Stirling  Burghs) 
Sir  Edward  Clarke  {Plymouth)  ... 
Sir  H.  CampbelUBannerman     ... 


1258 

1269 
1275 

1278 
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Question  put — 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  152  ;  Noes,  293.     (Division  List  No.  193.) 

Private     Legislation    Procedure    (Scotland)    [Expenses]— Resolution 
reported — 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  pro- 
vided by  I^irliamciit,  of  any  reiiuineration,  allowances,  and  expenses  that  may 
become  i)ayable  under  any  Act  of  the  present  Session  to  provide  for  improv- 
ing and  extending  the  procedure  for  obtaining  Parliamentary  powers  by  way 
of  rrovlsional  Orders  in  matters  relating  to  Scotland." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 


Baths  and  Wash  Houses  Acts  Amendment  Bill— Road  a  second  time, 
and  committed  for  Monday  next 


House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  olock. 
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London  and  Northwestern  Railway  (Additional  Powers)  Bill— 
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Barry  Railway  Bill ;  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  (New  Rail- 
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-CommonB  Amendments  considered, 
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Birkenhead  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]- 

Owen's  College  (Manchester)  Bill  [Lords]— ^Committed  forthwith  ;  repoi ted, 
with  Amendments 

Woking  Water  and  Gas  Bill  —Read  tho  second  time,  and  committed 
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of  the  siud  Bilk;  (viz,),  K,  Spc^ricer  (cUairman),  V.  Fahtioiitii,  L.  Boston, 
L.  Cn>ftoii,  L,  Sudloy  (K  Ai-ran) ;  agreed  to;  and  the  said  Lords 
appointed  accordingly  '-  The  Comnn'ttee  to  meet  on  Thursday  next,  at 
Eleven  o'clock  ;  and  all  petitions  referred  to  the  Committee,  with  leave  to 
the  petitionei's  pmying  to  lie  heard  hy  couiise!  against  the  BiUs  to  l>e 
heard  as  desireil,  a,s  also  eounseJ  for  the  Bills  ,.,  ,,.  ...  ...    1317 
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PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

SUPPLY  [14th  Allotted  Day]. 

In  the  Committee. 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates,  1899-1900. 

Class  IV. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £701,861, 1)6  f^-anted  to  Her  Majesty  to  complete 
the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1900,  for  Public  Education  in 
Scotland,  and  for  Science  and  Art  in  Scotland." 
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MrMlwmas  SJiaw  {Hawick 

Mr,  Weir  {Boss  and  Cromarty) . . . 

1415 

Burghs) 

1374 

Captain  Sinclair 
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Mr.  Caldwell  {Lanarkshire,  Mid) 

1424 

Mr,    Cromhie     {Kincardine- 

shire)       

1402 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceedin*,'  £701,411,  l)e  granted  for  the  said  service." — {Sir 
Charles  Cameron.) 


ISCUSSION  : — 


The,  Lord  Advocate  {Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  Buteshire) 

Sir  Charles  Cameron  {Glas- 
gow, Bridgeton)  ... 

Mr,  A,  G.  Murray 

Mr,  Colville  {Lanarkshire, 
N,E,) 

Mr,       Heddenvick      {JFick 
Burghs) 1435 

Mr,  Benshaw  {Benfrew,  W.)  1437 
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1433 
1433 

1434 


Mr.  Thomas  Shaw  {Hawick Burghs)  1 438 
'Sir  John  Kinloch  {Perthshire,  E.) ,  1438 

Ih.  Clark  {Caithness)     1439 

Mr,  Thomas  Shaw         1441 

Mr,  AUx.  Cross  {Glasgow,   Camr 

hchie)  1441 

Mr,  A,  G.  Murray        1442 

Mr,  McLeod  {Sutherland)  ...   1442 

Mr.  Weir  {Boss  and  Cromarty).,,  1442 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  46  ;  Noes,  103.     (Division  List,  No.  194.) 
Original  Question  again  proposed. 
ISCUSSION  Resumed  : — 


Tlie  Lard  Advocate  {Mr,  A,  G, 

Mun-ay,  Buteshire)        ...  1443 

Dr.  Clark  {Caithness)         ...  1450 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray  ...  1450 

Mr.    CahhoeU    {Lanarkshire, 
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Sir  John  Kinlorh  {Perthshire,  E,)  1452 

Mr.  A,  G,  Muiray        1452 

Captain  Sinclair  {Forfar)  ...  1452 


It  being  Midnight,  the  Chainnan  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 

Committee  report  progress,  to  sit  again  on  Monday  next. 


Adjourned  at  five  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  clocK^ 
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Discussion — 
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fuw-d  Xorfov 1463        Lard  Leigh 1466 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  second  time  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Ck)mmittee  of 
the  whole  House  on  Tuesday,  the  27th  instant. 

BILL  INTRODUCED, 

Light  Load  Line  Bill  [Lonls].     A  Bill  to  supplement  the  law  relating  to 
load  h'nos  on  merchant  ships  was  presented  by  the  Ijord  Muskerry ;  read 


the  fii-st  time  ;  to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read  the  second  time  on  Monday 
the  26th  instant.     (No.  127) 
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Prime  Minister  and  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (The  Marquess 
of  Salisbury)    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  ...   1466 

House  juljoumed  at  forty  minutes  after  Five  of  the  clock. 
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thereof,  the  Stiinding  Onlci-s  not  previously  incjuired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied  with,  viz. — Buenos  Ayres  and 
Pacific  Railway  Company  Bill  [r^rds] ;  Transvaal  Mortgage,  Loan,  and 
Finance  Company  Bill  [Lords].  Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second 
time      •        ...  1474 
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read  a  socorid  time       ,,.  ..,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..,  ...   1474 
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plied with) — Mr.  Speaker  laid  npon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the 
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Orders  ,,.         ...  .,-  ..  ...  ...  ..  ,  .  ..,  ...   1475 
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with  an  Amendment   .,.  ..  ...  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...   1475 
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Great  Grimsby  Street  Tramways  Bill  [Lords] :  Lowestoft  Water  and 

Gas  Bill  ILoids]  ;  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  (Pilotage) 
Bill  [Lords];   Millwall  Dock  Bill :   North-Eastern  and  Hull  and 


Bamsley  Railways  (Joint  Dock)  Bill  [Lords] ;  North-Eastern  Rail^ 

way  Bill  [LoitU] — lUiid  a  seeond  time,  and  committed      .- 
St.  Neots  Water  Bill  [Lords]— (By  Onler).     Road  a  seeond  time,  and  eom- 
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Provisional  Orders  (No.  19)  Bill;  Local  Government  (Ireland) 
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Harrow  and  Uxbridge  Railway  Bill;  Bristol  Gas  Bill  [l^rds]— 
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printed. .,.  14Ti 

Message  from  the  Lords — That  they  have  agreed  to — Amendments  to  Bir- 

kondead  Corpctratioii  Bill  [LokIs] — Without  Amendments  ...  ..,1471 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  confirm  certain  Provisional 
Orders  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  The  Gas  and  Water  Works 
Facilities  Act,  1870,  relating  to  Alton  (Hants)  Giis,  Bed  worth  Gas,  Elstree 
and  Boreham  Wood  Gas,  Liraavady  Giis,  and  Wellingborough  Ctas."  [Gas 
Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Bill     [Lords] '  *r' 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled.  **  An  Act  to  confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders  made  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  under  The  Gas  and  Water  Works  Facilities  Act,  1870, 
relating  to  Bumham  and  District  Water,  Harpendcn  Water,  Maidstone 
Water,  Stourbridge  Water,  and  Tilehurst,  I'angbounie,  and  District 
Water."     [Water  Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords]  „,  UV 
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the  Board  of  Trade  under  The  Gas  and  Water  Works  Facilities  Act,  1870, 
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Tonbridge  Gas,  and  York  Town  and  Blackwater  Gas  "  [Gas  and  Water 
Orders  Confirmation  Bill  [Lords] .,.14** 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  **  An  Act  for  conferring  powers  upon  the  trustees  of 
the  will  of  the  late  James  Hood  Brooke  to  acquire  Gwyn  s  Groundsv 
Loudonden  y,  and  lay  out  the  same  as  a  public  park ;  and  for  other  pur- 
poses."    [Brooke's  Park  (Londonderry)  Bill.  [Lords.]         ...  147? 
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Mr,  Carvell    Williams    {Notting- 
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Mr.  Labouchere  {Northampton)  ...  1520 
Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis  {Nottinghamshire, 

Rmhcliffe)      1522 

Mr.    Arthur   J.    Moore    {Derry 

CUy) 1522 

The  First  Lard  of  the  Treasury 
{Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manches- 

ter,E.)  1523 

Mr.  Dillon        1525 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour        1525 

Mr.  RechUt        1526 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour        1526 

Mr.  Swift  MacNeill       1527 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour        1527 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman     ...   1527 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour        1527 
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Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  250  ;  Noes,  119.     (Division  List  No.  195.) 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Bill— Considered   in   Com- 
mittee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  2 : — 

Amendment  again  proposed — 

"  In  pace  2,  line  2,  after  the  word  *  Commons  *  to  insert  the  words  *  and  two 
Memljers  of  each  Hoose  of  Parliament  appointed  at  the  beginning  of  each 
Session  in  manner  provided  by  Standing  Orders  shall  be  a  Standing  Committee 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament.' " — Dr.  Clark. 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 


Discussion  : — 

The  Lord  Advocate  {Mr.  A. 
G.  Murray,  Buieshire)   ...  1531 

Amendment  by  leave  withdrawn. 
Amendment  proposed — 


Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  {Stir- 
ling Burghs)  1533 

Dr.  Clark  {CaUhness)     1533 


"  In  page  2,  line  3,  to  leave  out  from  *  shaU '  to  end  of  clause,  and  insert, '  if 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  think  fit  so  to  order  prescribe  all  matters  of 

Sractice  and  procedure  which  will  enable  them  to  take  into  consideration  the 
raft  Order,  and   to  report   thereon  to  the  Secretary  for   Scotland." — {Mr. 
Cripps.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 
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Discussion  : — 

Mr.  A.  G,  Murmy  ...   1534         Mr,  Edimnul  Kobmkan  (Dundee)    1534 

Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis  {Notts,  Umh-  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray        1535 

diffe)      1534 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  Amendment  suggested  by  the  Lord  Advocate  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  13,  to  leave  out  *  or  mainly.* " — {Mr.  Moiilton.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  *  or  mainly '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murraij  1536 

Amendment  put,  and  negatived. 
Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  13,  after  '  Scotland,'  to  insert,  *  or  do  not  raise  any  question 
of  policy  or  principle  not  previously  determined  by  Parliament." — {Dr.  Clark.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray  ...   1536 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  Amendment  suggested  by  the  Lord  Advocate  put  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  13,  after  '  Scotlanil,'  to  int*ert,  '  or  cHect  u  elianga  in   the 
general  law.'  " — {Mr.  J.  P.  Smith.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Discussion  :— 

Mr.       Ciipps       (Glmcester,                   Mr.     Stmrt-lFortley  (Sheffield^ 

Stroud)  ...         1537             HalUim)         ...  ...          ...    1537 

Mr.    Caldwi'll   (Lanarkshire,                   Mr.  A.  G.  Murray  ...  ...    loSi^ 

Mid)      1537 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

'^  In  page  2,  line  13,  after  *  Scotland,'  to  insert,  *or  which  raise  any  such 
question  of  policy  or  principle.'  " — {The  Lord  Advocate.) 

Question,  "  That  those  words  be  there  inserted,"  put  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pa^e  2,  line  22,  to  leave  out  *  that  notices  published  and  served  and." — 
(Captain  Sinclair.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray  ...   1538         Mr.  A.  G.  Murray        1539 

Mr.  Cripps 1538 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  \mae  2,  line  26,  to  leave  out  from  the  word  « Parliament'  to  the  end  of 
the  clause.' —(JWr.  Cripj^s.) 

Question  proposed,  ^'  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  clause. ' 
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Sir  Clmrles  Cameran      ...         ...  1543 

Mr,  Robert  Wallace  (Perth)       ...  1543 

Mr,  Caldwell      1544 

Mr,  Courtney  (Cornwall,  Botluiin)  1544 

Mr,  Cripps         1545 

Mr,  Courtney     1545 

Dr.  Clark           1546 


Mr,  Caldwell     ,, 
Mr.  J,  P,  Smith 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  206;  Noes,  72.     (Division  List,  No.  196.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Clause  2,  as  amended,  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  Edmund  Robertson 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  3  : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  paije  2,  leave  out  lines  31  and  32,  and  insert,  *  If  the  Cliairmen  report 
in  favour  of!' " — (Mr,  Parker  Smith,) 

Question  proposed,  "That  lines  31  and  32  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Discission  : — 

Mr.  A .  G.  Murray. ,,         ...  1549 
Mr.  Cripps  ...         ...  1549 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  2,  line  37,  to  leave  out  from  *  shall'  to  *  direct,'  in  lino  30."— 
{Mr.  Thomas  Shaw.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Clause." 

Discission  : — 

Mr.  A,  G,  Murray  ...  1550 
Mr.  Edmund  Robertson  ...  1 550 
Mr.  A,  G,  Murray        ...   1551 

Mr.  Caldwell      1551 

Mr.  Courtney     1551 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  1,  to  leave  out '  CoiiiniiKsioners,'  and  insert,  *  a  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  appointed  by  the  Standing  Joint  Com- 
mittee.' ''—Dr,  Clark. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word   *  Commissioners  *  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Discussion — 

Mr,  A,  G,  Murray  ...  1554 

Sir  Chnrles  Cameron  ...  1556 

.^7/-  //.  Campbell-Bannernmn  1558 

Mr.  Sfuart-lFortley  ...  1559 

Sir  CJuirles  Cameron  ...  1559 

.Mr.     Crumhie     (Kircardine' 

shire)      1560 


1547 


1549 
1550 


Mr.  Renshaw     ... 

Sir  H,  Campbell-Banner  man 

Mr,  A,  G,  Murray 

Mr.  Thomas  Shaw 


1552 
1552 
1553 
1553 


Sir  Charles  Cameron 

Mr,  Crombie      

Mr,  Dahiel  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs). . . 

Mr.  A.  G,  Murray        

Captain  Sinclair  (Forfar) 


1560 
1560 
1561 
1561 
1562 
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Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  35,  at  end,  to  insert,  *  Any  casual  vacancy  among  the 
Commissioners  or  in  the  office  of  Chairman  of  the  Commissioners  caused  by 
death,  resignation,  or  disqualification,  or  inability  to  give  attendance,  such  resig- 
nation or  inability  to  give  attendance,  such  resignation  or  inability  to  attend 
l)eing  certified  by  a  ^vriting  under  the  Commissioner's  liand,  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  shall  be  filled  up  by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  by 
appointing  a  Meml>er  of  either  House  or  a  member  of  the  panel/"— (^^  L€nrd 
Aavocatc.) 

Question  proposed — "That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Sir  Cha.<(.  Cam^vn  ...         ...  ...         ...         ...  ...  ...   1586 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  3,  line  36,  leave  out  Sub-.section  (2),  and  insert:  *  If  it  sliall 
happen  that  all  or  anj  of  the  Commissioners  .^o  appointe<l  are  not  Members  of 
either  House  of  Parliament,  there  shall  Ite  paid  to  such  of  the  Commissioners  as 
are  not  Members  of  either  House  of  Parliament  such  remuneration  for  their 
services  as  the  Treasury  shall  determine.'  " — (The  Lord  Advocate,) 

Agreed  to. 
Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  Sub-section  X''—Mr.  J,  P.  Smith, 

Question  proposed,  "  That  Sab-section  3  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Discussion  : — 

Com md.  BetMJ  (York,  E,B.,  Mr.  Dillon        1588 

Holdernes.'i)        1587  Mr.  Cnpps         ...  1588 

Mr.  A.  G.Mvrroii 1587  Mr.  Caldwell      1588 

Mr.  Dahiel  1587  Mr.  Dalziel        1 588 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  7,  after  *  Order,'  add  providing  that  this  will  not  disqualify 
Scottish  Members  of  either  House  of  Parliament  from  acting  on  Committee 
which  deal  with  Orders  which  they  have  no  local  or  personal  interest.'" — Mr. 
C  ^romine. ) 

Question  Proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Mr.  Jonathan  Samwl  {Stockton )  ...         ...    1 588 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  5,  as  amended,  Jigreed  to. 

Clause  6 : — 

Amendment  proposed. 

'*  In  page  4,  line  10,  after  'jdace'  to  insert  *  in  Scotland.'  "— (3fr.  Jliomas 
Shatr.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  bo  there  inserted." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendment — 

•*  After  the  won  I  '  in  '  to  insert  *  the  locality  in.'  ''—{Mr.  Ca/dtpt/t. ) 

Question   proposed,    "  That  those  wonls  be  there  inserted  in   the   proposed 
Amendment." 

Mr.  A.  G.  Murray  ._    \r^^^ 
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Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Amendment  put,  and  agreed  to 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Clause  6,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  7  : — 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  4,  line  31,  to  leave  out  all  the  words  from  the  beginnin:^  of  tho 
clause,  to  the  wortl  '  after,'  in  line  32."— (3fr.  Thomns  Shaw) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr,  A,  G,  Murray        ...1591  J)i\  Clark  1593 

Dr.  Clark  1592  Mr.  Hobhouse  {Somnsef,  E.)     ...1593 

Mr.  Caldwell     1592  Mr.  A.  G.  Murnuj        1593 

Mr.  Cnpps        1592  Mr.  Thomaii  Shaw         1594 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

Baths  and  Washouses  Acts  Amendment  Bill — Considered  in  Com- 
mittee ...         ...         

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1  : — 

Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  this  day  ...         ...         1595 

Regulation  of  Railways  Bill — Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and  dis- 
charged ;  Bill  withdrawn  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  1595 

Military  Works  (Money) — Committee  to  consider  of  authorising  the  issue, 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  of  such  sums  as  may  be  required  for  the 
purpose  of  Military  Works  and  Services  (Queen's  Recommendation  signi- 
fied), upon  Wednesday. — {Mr.  Wifndham)  ...       1595 

Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  after  Twelve  of  the  clock. 
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Part!.]  SEVENTH    VOLUME    OF    SESSION     1899. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
IFediiesday,  31st  May  1899. 


Mr.    SPEAKER    took    the   Chair  at 
Twelve  of  the  Clock. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


WOODHOUSE       AND      CONISBROUGH 
RAILWAY  (ABANDONMENT)  BILL. 
Lords     amendment     considered,    and 

agreed  to. 

SOUTH    STAFFORDSHIRE    STIPEN- 
DIARY JUSTICE  BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
BELFAST  AND  NORTHERN  COUNTIES 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

As  amended,  considered  ;  Amendments 
made  ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

BOOTLE  CORPORATION  BILL. 
As  amended,  considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

VOL.  LXXIL    •  [Fourth  Series.] 


BARTON-ON-SEA  WATER  BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

GLASGOW    CORPORATION    (GAS    AND 

WATER)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

GLASGOW  CORPORATION  (TRAMWAYS, 
&c.)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LIVERPOOL     OVERHEAD      RAILWAY 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LONDON    HOSPITAL    BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

MID-KENT    GAS    BILL    [Lords]. 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

OLDHAM  CORPORATION  BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

SOUTH    HANTS   WATER  BILL   [Lords], 
Read  ^  second  time,  and  committed. 
A 


3  Pimon.<,  {COMMONS}  PeiUims.  4 

STOCKTON     AND      MIDDLESBROUlJH    ELEMENTARY  EDICATION  (NEW  BYE- 
WATER     niLL   [LonlsJ.  LAWS)  BILL. 

,,     ,  J    .  ,    ^    ^\.*.^\        '      Petition    from   Federation    of    School 

Itead  .1  second  time,  and  committe<l        :  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^.^^  j^.^.^^  ^^  ^^^^  j^^^^y 

WATERFORDANDCENTRALIRELAND    of    York,    in    favour;    to    lie    upon   the 
RAILWAY   RILL.  Table. 

Read  a  second  time.  GROUND  RENTS  (TAXATION  BY  LOCAL 
Ordered,  that  the  BiRhe  committed  to  AUTHORITIES), 
the  Committee   on   the   Great   Southern  Petitions  in  favour; — From   Working- 
arid  Western,  and   Waterford,   Limerick  '  ton  ;  and.  School  Bofird   for  London ;  to 
and  Western  Railway  Companies  Amalga-  lie  upon  the  Table, 
mation,  and  Great  Southern  and  Western 
Railway   Bills.  MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL. 

Ordered,  that  the  orders  made  on  14th    ^  ^^fT\  -^  ^^'  ^^^l"'"?  Association  of 
March  in  respect  of  the  Great   Southern    {^^f  ^"^">  ^^^^^^^^  ^  ^^^   "P<>'^  ^*>^ 
and  Western,  and  Waterford,   Limerick,  i     ^  ^  ^* 
and  Western  Railway  Companies  Amalga- '  MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL. 

mation  Hill,  and  the  Great  Southern  and        r>^4.:^.:^„«    :„    r  .„^,.«         i?  n    • 

,,r    ^       t/.i         Tj-i,   1  T    ui   4.    «.u  Petitions    m    favour: — From    Gnuff 

V\  estern  Kailwav  Bill,  be  applicable  to  the    r..A\.rr^.  \r^««.k„«  ^r„^,/:i       t^.,   ^  i  t^? 
Watcrforrl  and  Cent.;!  Ireland  Kailwav  ,  ^^'"}^^^jj^f,f.^^y^piy^^^  P'^; 

Hill      1 1/r   ^f„lh„l  \  — Owmamaii ;  —  Cwmbach  ;— Plymouth ; 

\m.-(Mr.  Molloy.)  .  _j^j,j   ^^   ^^^^  .  _  jj^jg^^ank  ;  —  Court 

i  Herbert ;  —  Donibristlc :  —  Balsonie  :  — 
'''^'=*''''%\SS''2rBlLL''''''^'^'^   I  Wellwood;- West  VVemyes  ;-^Cann;«k 
I,     i.u    .u\\-  1  1  I  Chase  (four)  ;—Hedne8ford  (two)  ;— Can- 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed.  ;  ^^ck  ;— Chase  Terrace  ;— Hazel  Slade  ;- 

I  Chasetown ;  Gcntleshow; — Glynea;— Point 
ELEr'TKIC  LIGHTING   PROVISIONAL    j  of  Ayr;  —  Hamilton  ;—  Kenmuishill  ;— 
OKDEKS  (No.  5)  BILL.  «  Kimberley  ;— and,  Bonyfloy  CoUieries ;  to 

Reml  the  third  time,  and  passed.  i  He  upon  the  Table. 


ELECTIUC   LIGHTING    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  6)  RILL. 

Ro;ul  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


ELECTRICS  li(;htin(;  provisional 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour; — From  Cambridge  ; 
I  — and,     Tettenhall ;     to     lie    upon    the 
I  Table. 
I 
OIJDERS  (No.  8)  I5ILL.  |  SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 

Rciwl  the  third  time,  and  pjissed.  I  SUNDAY  BILL. 

i      Petitions  in  favour  ;— From  Biuiles  ;- 

HOUSING  OK  THE  WoRKINCJ  (M.ASSF:s  \  ^^''''^^  '  ^^^^'}^  '  V  ™al  Basin  j- 
Pi:oVISM>NAL  oi:DKR  (BORROW-  VVf  T  ^^''"^'^ '  Honnig  ;-Lingdale  ;- 
STol'NNKSS)  BILL.  ;  Aldershot ;    -  Dartmouth  j— Paignton  ;— 

Read  a  srcoMd  time,  and  committed.         T\\  ''^"''1^^^>'    (^^"^'>  >    ^^   '^«    "Pon   the 


r/'JT/T/OXS. 


TELECiKAPHS  (TELEPHONIC    COM- 

MUNICATION,    iV:c.)    BILL.     * 
Petition  fiom  Liverpool,  against ;  to  He 

'  upoTi  the  Tabh*. 

BOROl  (HI   KINDS  ACT,  1872.  '    VACCINATION    ACTS,    1867    TO     1998. 

Petition     fniiii      Kiddi-nninster,       for        Petition       from       Wandsworth        and 
alteralion  of  L;i\v  :  to  lie  upon  the  table.     ,  (-laphani,     for    alteration    of    I^w  ;    to 

;  lie  upon  thr  Table. 
KDICATION  OK  UIIILOREN  BILL.  

Petitions   ifi    favour  ;-froni    Sheffield  ;'  INLAND     REVENUE    (PROSKCUTIOK^ 
-    an<l  iMMlrratDii  of  Schr>ol  Hoards  of  the  UNDER    GAME    LAWS).  ^^'^^ 

West  L'idin.u  of   the  County  of  Vork ;  to 
In*  upon  ihr  Tahle. 


Return    [presented    19th    Mav]    to  lw> 
printed.  [No.  223.]  ^J     w  dc 


Parliiuncntarif 


{31  May  1899} 


Papers, 


FEE     GRANT    (SCOTLAND). 

Return  presented, — relative  thereto 
[ordered  15th  May;  Mr  Caldwell];  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  224.1 


TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copies  presented, — of   Diplomatic  and 
Consular    Reports,    Annual   Series,  Nos. 
2272  to    2278   [by   Command] ;    to    lie 
pon  the  Table. 


DISEASES    OF    ANIMALS    ACTS,     1894 
AND     1896. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order,  dated  18th 
May,  1899,  No.  5944,  revoking  Order, 
No.  5920,  which  prohibited  the  convey- 
ance of  animals  by  the  steamship 
"  Hindustan  "  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 


LIGHT    RAILWAYS    ACT,    1896. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  made  by 
the  Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and 
modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  authorising  the  construction  of  a 
Light  Railway  in  the  Isle  of  Sheppey  and 
county  of  Kent,  between  Queenborough 
Station  and  Leysdown  (Sheppey  Light 
liailway  Order,  1898)  [by  Command]  ;  to 
lie  upon'the  Table. 


LIGHT    RAILWAYS    ACT,    180<i. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  made  by 
the  Light  R;ulway  Commissionors,  and 
modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Tratie,  authorising  the  construction  of 
Light  Riilwavs  in  the  counties  of 
Glamorgan  and  Brecon,  between  Vaynor, 
I>«>wlai8,  and  Merthyr  Tydfil  (Merthyr 
Tydfil  Light  Riiilway  Order,  1899)  [by 
Command]  ;  to  lie  ujK>n  the  Table. 


LIGHT    RAILWAYS  ACT,  1806.  j 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  made  by  the  I 
Light     Railway      Commissioners,      and  ' 
modified  and    confirmed    by    the  Board  | 
of  Trade,  authorising  the  construction  of 
Light  Railways  in  the  County  of  Middle- 
sex from  Uxbridge  to  Hanwell  (London 
United  Tramways,  Limited  (Light  Rail- 


way Extensions)  Order  1898)  [by 
mand]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


Com- 


GAS  AND  WATER  WORKS  FACILITIES 
ACT,    1870. 

Copy  presented, — of  Report  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  as  to  dispensing  with  the 
consents  of  the  Sevenoaks  Rural  District 
Council  and  the  Hildenborough  Parish 
Council  in  the  case  of  the  Tonbridge  Gas 
Provisional  Order  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.     [No.  225.] 


HARWICH  HARBOUR. 

Copy  presented, — of  Abstract  of  the 
Accounts  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditure 
of  the  Harwich  Harbour  Conservancy 
Board  from  the  time  of  their  incorpora- 
tion down  to  and  inclusive  of  the  31st 
March,  1899,  &c.  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No.  226.] 


PARLIAMENTARY  PAPERS 
(JFHITSUNTIDE  RECESS), 


The  following  Papers,  presented  by 
command  of  Her  Majesty  during  the 
Whitsuntide  Recess,  were  delivered  to 
the  Librarian  of  the  House  of  Commons 
during  the  Recess,  pursuant  to  the 
Standing  Order  of  the  1  Uh  August, 
181)6  :  — 


TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

'Copies  of  Diplomatic  and  Consular 
Reports,  Ajinual  Series,  Nos.  2265  to 
2271. 


FISHERY   BOARD   (SCOTLAND). 

Copy  of  Seventeenth  Annual  lieport, 
being  for  1898,  Part  II.  (Report  on 
Salmon  Fisheries). 


EAST  INDIA  (EXAMINATIONS  FOR 
THE   CIV^L  SERVICE). 

Copy  of  Regulations  for  Examinations 
for  the  Ci\41  Service  of  India. 
A  2 


Education  of 


{COMMONS} 


ChUdren  BiU. 


LOCAL  TAXATION   (ROYAL   COM- 
MISSION). 

Copy  of  Minutes  of  Evidence,  Vol.  III. 

WfNE  DUTIES. 
Copy    of     Correspondence    with     the 
Colonial    Office  respecting  the    increase 
in  the  Wine  Duties. 

BRITISH    SOUTH    AFRICA    COMPANY 
(BECHUANALAND  RAILWAY). 

Copy  of  correspondence  with  Mr.  C.  J. 
Rhodes  relating  to  the  proposed  exten- 
sion of  the  Bechuanaland  Railway. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Papers  do  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

PAPER  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Inquiry  into  Charities  (County  of 
Flint), — Further  Return  relative  thereto 
[ordered  5th  May  1897  .;  [Mr.  Grant 
Lawson] ;  to  be  printed.     [No.  227.] 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS. 

Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memorandum 
stating  the  nature  of  the  proposals  con- 
tained in  the  Provisional  Order  included 
in  the  Electric  Lighting  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  16)  Bill.'^-(^r.  Ritchie,) 

Copy  presented  accordingly;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
228.] 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS. 

Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memorandum 
stating  the  nature  of  the  proposals  con- 
tained in  the  Provisional  Orders  included 
in  the  Electric  Lighting  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  17)  Bill."— (3/r.  Ritchie.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  229.] 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS. 

Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memorandum  stilt- 
ing the  nature  of  the  Proposals  contained 
in  the  Provisional  Orders  included  in  the 


lighting     I 
IL"— (3fr. 


(No.  18)  BilL"— (3fr.  Riichie.) 

Copy  presented  accordinrfy;  t 
upon    the    Table,    and    to     oe    pr 

[No.  230.] 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIC 
ORDERS. 

Copy  ordered,  "of  Memora 
stating  the  nature  of  the  Proposalf 
tained  in  the  Provisional  Orders  inc 
in  the  Electric  Lighting  Provi 
Orders  (No.  19)  Bill."— (jlfr.  RitdUe. 

Copy  presented  accordingly;  t 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

231.] 


PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 


EDUCATION  OF  CHILDREN  BU 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  {i 
port) :  The  first  Amendment  I  ha\ 
down  upon  the  Paper  provides,  if  ca 
that  the  operation  of  this  Bill  shall  be 
poned  until  1905.  I  am  not  in  anj 
wedded  to  that  time,  and  if  the 
Member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  will  i 
my  Amendment,  the  date  may  be 
1903  instead  of  1905.  I  shall  be 
willing  to  accept  the  figures  1903 
not  delay  the  Committee  by  movin 
Amendment.  It  appears  to  me  tlu 
hon.  Member  is  not  willing,  and  i 
fore  it  is  my  duty  to  proceed. 
reasons  for  postponing  the  operati 
the  Bill  are  manifold.  In  the  first 
this  Bill  creates  an  entirely  new  st 
affairs.  New  arrangements  will  hi 
be  made  throughout  all  the  factoiif 
workshops  in  almost  every  ^nd  o 
ployment  throughout  the  United 
dom.  Work  that  has  been  carri< 
without  difficulty  in  the  past  w 
temporarily  disorganized,  and  d 
ternal  economy  of  every  busim 
which  h^lf-timera  are  employed  a 
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present  lime  will  have  to  he  reconstructed.  | 
I  may  point  out  with  regard  to  Lanca-  ' 
shire  that  the  number  of  half-timers  I 
attached  to  factories  and  workshops  is 
66>O00,  and  out  of  that  number  48  per 
cent,  are  employed  in  the  cotton  trade  | 
itseir  It  is  ^>erfectly  true  that  the 
whole  of  those  31,000  are  not  half-tinierB  | 
between  the  ages  of  11  and  12,  but, 
undoulitedly  a  considerable  pro|x)rLion  of  \ 
tbem  are.  If  they  are  all  withdrawn  at 
one  fell  swoop  by  a  wave  of  the 
ma^c  wand  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  brings  in  this  Bill,  great  difficulty 
will  ensue.  Take,  for  instance,  rink 
spinning,  for  in  that  class  of  work 
there  are  a  large  number  of  small  half- 
timers,  whose  business  it  is  to  put  the 
empty  bobbins  on  the  spindles  and  re- 
move them  when  filled.  Their  little 
fingers  are  best  adapted  for  this  >vork, 
and  if  those  children  are  suddenly  with- 
drawn it  will  be  some  time  before  the 
trade  is  enabled  to  mlapt  itself  to  the  new 
position  of  affairs.  This  is  a  time  when 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  steps 
should  be  taken  by  all  those  of  us  who 
own  mills  to  meet  this  difficulty,  and 
adapt  ourselves  to  the  new  change  which 
is  aliout  to  take  place.  Take,  again,  the 
loom  w^eavors,  more  particularly  where 
the  looms  are  of  narrow  carriage.  All 
those  employ  two  half-timers,  one  in  the 
morning  and  one  in  the  afternoon,  and 
without  the  assisttancc  of  those  half-timers 
that  work  will  he  seriously  impeded.  If 
the  half-timer  is  under  1 2  ycitrs  of  age, 
you  aro  going  to  prevent  him  carrying  on 
his  work  in  the  way  in  which  he  is  accus- 
tomed to  deal  with  it,  and  ^o  earn  the 
wage  he  has  hitherto  earneil  The  fullest 
con»i<lcratiofi  shrndd  be  given  by  the 
^     Committee  to  this  question.     Of  course 

I  honourable  Members  who  do  not  come 
from  the  counties  where  this  work  is 
carried  on  naturally  do  not  see  the  im- 
portance which  we  attach  to  this  rjueation; 
Z    but  the  result  of  this  change  M-ill  be  to 

(strain  the  cotton  industry,  and,  that  being 
so,  it  ought  to  be  done  in  a  gradual 
manner.  There  is  no  necessity  to  hurry. 
It  is  nut  so  many  years,  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  most  Members  of  this  House,  since 
the  age  of  half-timers  was  raised  from  10 
to  11-  There  is  no  doubt  that  some  time 
is  required  to  adapt  ourselves  to  this 
change,  and  what  I  press  upon  the  House 
i  is  that  we  should  have  a  ftw  years  given 
to  us  to  do  so.  It  is  a  far  reaching 
.tter  and  a  question  of  grave  import- 


ance to  a  very  large  number  of  people, 
and  it  is  not  a  matter  that  ought  to  be 
pa-ssed  through  this  House  witliout  very 
full  consideration,  If  the  object  is  at- 
tained and  this  Bill  is  carried,  and  you 
ultimately  raise  the  age  of  half-timers,  I 
am  entitled  to  argue  that  a  system  which 
has  grown  up  amongst  us  in  the  factories, 
will  not,  if  it  is  allowed  to  exist  a  few 
years  longer,  >vork  that  untold  mejisure 
of  harm  that  is  suggested.  The  question 
whether  the  half-time  system  is  injurious 
is  a  matter  that  we  shall  be  able  to  deal 
with  afterw^ards,  but,  even  if  it  w^ere 
injurious  and  detrimental  to  the  health 
and  education  of  the  children,  it  is  a 
system  that  has,  at  iiny  rate,  lasted  so 
long  that  it  is  not  necessary  in  making 
this  change  that  it  should  l>e  hurried, 
I  therefore,  in  moving  my  Amendment 
that  this  Bill  shall  not  come  into  opera- 
tion until  190i>,  am  only  asking  for  an 
extension  of  time  in  order  that  we  may 
be  enabled  to  meet  the  difficulties,  and 
carry  on  our  business  i^ith  the  least 
possible  dislocation  ownng  to  the  changes 
that  this  Bill  will  create. 

Amendment  proposed :  On  page  1,  line  6, 
after  ihe  word  "  hundred,"  to  insert  the 
w^ords  **and  live  "— { J/n  George  Whitele(j), 

Question  proposed:  "That  the  words 
*  and  five  '  be  there  inserted." 

*Mk.  TOMLINSON  (Preston):  I  have 
an  amendment  on  somewhat  similar  lines 
to  that  which  has  been  moved  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Stockport,  and  as 
it  is  possil>le  that  1  may  not  have  an 
opportunity  of  moving  it  I  would  like  to 
say  a  few  words  upon  this.  In  putting 
down  my  amendment  I  had  not  in  my 
mind  quite  those  considerations  on  which 
my  hon.  friend  has  supported  his 
amendment.  1  had  not  so  much  in 
my  mind  the  special  difficulties  that  might 
arise  in  caixyingon  satisfactorily  the  Lan- 
cashire industries.  What  I  wished  to  do 
was  to  give  the  Education  Department  a 
little  more  time  to  accommodate  itself  to 
this  change  which  is  suggested.  No 
doubt  there  are  a  great  many  in  this 
House  who  lo*:ik  upon  the  half-time  sys- 
tem as  one  which  ought  to  be  ter- 
minated ;  but  I  think  it  is,  or  may 
be  made,  a  good  system.  The  ten- 
dency of  education  at  the  present  time 
is  totally  to  dissociate  education  from 
the  work  the  children  will  have  to  do  in 
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jifter   life.      When  ebilclrcn  have  piissed    to    have    the    samt;    Mlvantages    ng   t' 
their    stantljinls    and    left   their  schools    parents  on  the  Continent  f  What  has  t 
they  in  a  few  years  forget  nearly  every- 
thing wliich   they  have   learned.     If  wo 
ennld  maintain  aotne  JissDciatinn  between 


edneation  and  the   work  whieh  the  chil- 
dren will  have  to  perform  later  in  life  wo 


British  nation  done  that  we  are  mrf 
to  have  the  same  advantages  as  nther 
nations  ?  1  find  in  the  Kdnoitiua 
Re|x»rt  issued  Last  year,  the  most  vahi 
ahle  document  of  its  kind  that  we  We, 


shall  have  done  soniething  to  interest  them  that  in  Switzerland  suth  grt»at  iiuporlanre 
in  edncation  whilst  thoy  are  beginning  to  ;  is  attached  to  eflncition  that  the  h^gi^l* 
learn  the  business  whiclj  they  have  tn  tion  of  the  country  will  not  allow  anv 
follow.  Now,  it  appears  to  me  that  this  child  to  go  into  the  factory  until  \%e  Vt 
disassoeiatioti  l^etween  the  future  work  '\  II  years  of  age.  The  comparison  i^ 
and  the  education  which  the  cliildrcn  are  steadily  agninst  our  |>6ople.  It  will 
receiving  is  a  serious  reproach  to  the  Edn- '  injure  aur  production- 
cation  Department.    If  this  Bill  is  passed  ' 

the  Education  Department  ought  to  have        *The    CHAIRMAN  :     Order*    onli^r 
ample  time   to   itduse  a   more   practical  I  The  hon.   Member  must    rutucmber  tbt, 
spirit  into  its  educ^itional  system.     If  you    the  general   question  is   not    now  timk 
go  beyond  the  fundamental  rules  of  read-  '  <liaeussion.     The  question  is  whether 
ing,  writings  and  arithmetic  you  at  once  I  Bill  shall  come  into  openition   next  ye 
get  intti  a  region   where  in  the  majority  I  or  hve  years  hence, 
of  cases  what  is  taught  is  of  no  practical 


benefit  to  the  children.  If  the  half-time 
system  is  carried  on  properly  it  does  eon- 
join  the  work  which  the  children  have  to 
perform  in  after  life  with  the  e<lucation  ! 
they  are  pursuing  at  the  same  time.  If  we 
are  to  abolish  the  system  then  we  must 
adapt  ourselves  to  the  changed  circum- 
stances that  nuist  ensue*  and  in  order  to 


*Suc  F.  S.  POWELL:  My  h 
in    moWng    his    Amendment 
present  condition  of  affairs   has 
long  that  this  matter  need  not  b* 
I    say    that   it   has   last^»d   far   too  long 
Thiity  years  of  recorded    time   has 
by  since  the  age  of  the   half-timer  had 
reached  10,      Surely  the   time  has  mt 
give  time  to  the  Edueat]<>nal  Department    come  to  move  forwMrd  a  step,  and  I  hope 
to    infuse    a    more    practical    spirit    into    we  shall  take  the  step  firndy,  surely,  am 
elementary  education  I  shall  support  the    speedily.      As    a   Lancashire    Memhisr 
amendment  of  my  h<jn.  frienrl.  !  desire  to  say  that  one  LaTtcashire  *'•■' 

at  least  does  desir<!  to  advance  e<i 
*SlK  F.  8.  POWELL  (Wigan) :  I  have  and  he  rloes  not  tlesire  to  bear,  uu  \k^ 
taken  the  greatest  interest  in  this  sulh  fvccasion,  what  he  heard  so  much  of  wbc* 
jert  from  my  earhest  veins.  As  a  clergy^  the  Education  Bill  of  1897  was  riassed^ 
man's  son  I  passed  tnueh  of  my  youth  in  that  Lanc^ishire  was  behind,  wa* 
the  neigh houihood  of  factones,  and  I   in    arrear,  and  was  retarding  jirogress,  thoii 

remarks  ought  not  to  be  made  wtthudl 
justice,  and  I  do  not  desfre  to  hear  tb^ 
tnade  at  all. 


Colonel  PILKINGTON  (Lai 
Newton) :    If  you  compare    the 
classes   on    the     uplamls    of     the 


my  later  years  find   myself  in   nmch    the 

same  position.     I  sympathise  with  these 

people,   anil  I    desire   t<3   promote   their 

prosjierity,      I   cannot   help  contrasting 

the  iM>sition  of  our  factory   hands   with 

the  [Mjsition  of  those  engaged  in  similar 

industries  abroad.      I  rlo  not   Avant    my  \  classes   on    the    uplamls    of    the    BUi, 

argument  tr»  refer  to  foreign  compi^tition,    Forest  or  those  of  Hwitzerlatid  with  thtv 

which  may  be  pressed  too  far,  but  what  I    of  this  country,  you   will  alwo   u 

ilo  desire  to  see  is  the  advancement   of    the    Members    of    Parliametit     [mi 

our  own  Wiirkpeople.     What   I  hce  when    representing   the    best   interests    ol   ll 

I  am  abrojal.  sonu'times  in  manufacttu ing    woiking    classes    of     Liuieashire, 

towns,    sometinu's     in    the    cantons    of  i  reusun  why  they  luge  as  stronglv  aia  tl 

Switzerland,     and     sometimes     on     the    do   that   every  consideration    that   it 

l»ree!^y  uplands   of   the   Black  Forest,  t«    jjossiblo  to  give  should   be  given   to 

crowds  of  children  ftoeking  to  school,  and    matter,    is    because    they   are    j 

I  want  to  know  what  the  childrcFi  here    plmiding  the  cause  of  the  ituuni 

have  dnne  that  they  are  not  to  have  the 

same  advantages.    Wltat  have  the  parents 

of  tin  se  chihlren  dune  that  they  are  nt*'  uumuM  mi  mt-ru  is  a  ttinsBr  i 


but  thev  are  abo  pK^ding  the 
I  ho   children.      In    the    industi . 
tlluiled  tu  there  is  a 


the  whole  life  of  the  operative,  biiy  and 
man,  and  the  question  is  when  the  child 
should  put  his  step  upon  the  first  ninic 
of  the  ladder,  and  it  is,  in  our  opinion,  ii 
question  which  deserves  most  careful 
attention.  The  potnl  which  1  wish  to 
nr;jje  is  that  the  time  given  by  thia  Bill  is 
much  too  short  There  is  no  doubt  a 
great  deal  of  work  that  will  have  to  be 
done,  and  there  will  have  to  be  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  taken  iti  reorganising  the 
plan  upoTi  which  the^e  industries  are 
carried  on.  It  is  all  very  well  for  people 
not  engaged  in  trade,  who  arc  not  under 
the  stroHs  and  d i flic u! ties  of  trade,  to 
'leal  with  thia  question  in  a  philanthropic 
way,  but  those  who  are  engaged  in  those 
industries  are  face  to  face  with  the 
diti^iculty,  and  as  I  think  know  l>est  what 
is  best  for  the  industry  where  this  difli- 
culty  centres.  Everybody  in  this  House 
must  know  perfectly  well  that  this 
system  has  been  working  for  many  years. 
You  will  interfere  with  the  organisation 
of  business,  which  will  be  very  much 
disorganised,  and  everybody  will  agreti 
with  me  that  the  utmost  time  and  con- 
sideration ought  to  be  given  to  the 
change  which  is  going  to  he  made.     From 


the  centres  of  industry  no  agitation  has 
come  at  all  for  the  change  that  is 
suggested  ;  the  agitation  hiis  eome  from 
the  elementary  teachers  encouraged  by 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Education 
Council,  and  there  are  a  great  many 
people  in  Lancashire  who  do  not  believe 
in  it.  I  venture  to  ask  l)oth  sides  of  this 
House  with  all  respect  to  consider  very 
carefully  the  great  interests  they  now 
fjropose  to  touch,  and  to  touch  very 
closely.  Homo  Rulers  surely  have  some 
principle  of  Home  tvule  whteli  they  apply 
to  places  other  than  Irel-md  ;  surely 
Home  Rule  should  be  coiicetled  to 
Lancashire,  which  is  deeply  inierestoil  in 
this  cjuestion  of  training  !ip  the  children. 
These  industries  are  keeping  the  cc*untry 
going,  and  supplying  it  with  the  sinews 
of  war,  and  if  this  change  is  suddtnly 
made  you  will  hamper  and  destnjy  them. 
In  conclusion,  I  ask  that  the  extension  of 
time  which  is  asked  for  by  the  Amcnd- 
raent  may  bo  granted,  and  unless  it  is  I 
can  only  assure  the  House  that  these 
industries  will  he  greatly  and  flangenmsly 
disorganised. 

The  Committee   divided: — Ayes,   10; 
Noes,  IG:?— (Division  List  No.  IBO). 


AYES. 


Aacroft,  Robert 
CroH*5,  Herb.  S.  (Bolt^m) 
Honiby,  Sir  Williain  Heiir^^ 
Huwuriii,  Hh-  Henry  Hoyle 
Kemp,  G<*«rge 


I.,eeae,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Accritigton) 
Matlfin.  John  Henry 
I*ilkin^tjn,  Kidianl 
Kutlierford,  John 
Wiiiteley.  H.  (Ashton-nntr-L.) 


Tellers  foh  the  Aves— 
Mr.  Geiir^'e  Whituley  mnd 
Mr,  Tonihnson, 


A  brail  am,  William  (Rhondcla) 

Alla!i»  William  (Gnt©»hea«i) 

A 1 1  e  II ,  W ,  ( New  tv  -  und'  r-Ly  me ) 

Anstruther,  H.  T. 

AmoltbForster,  Hiij^h  O. 

Asliton,  ThoMiiiis  iiair 

AMiuith,   ItL  Hon.  H,  H. 

Austin,  M,  (Limerick,  W,) 

BainbridjL^e,  Kmersou 

Baker,  Sir  Juhn 

Bones,  Major  George  Edward 

Bethell,  (.'onimander 

Birrell,  Ao^iifitine 

Blake,  Edwiird 

Blundell,  t/olunel  Henry 

Bond,  Edward 

Brwulhiirnt,  Henry 

Bru Drier,  Sir  John  ToniUaaon 

Bulla rd,  Sir  Harry 

Bonify,  John 

Burt,  Thomas 

Buxt^jn.  Sydney  Charles 

Caidwell,  JameH 

Cameron,  Sir  Charlc?^  (Glas.) 

Canieruri,  Roliert  (Durham) 

Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  li. 


NOES. 

Causton,  l?ichard  Knight 
Caw  ley,  Frcilerick 
Channing,  Francifs  A I  Is  ton 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  H.  I  Caithness' ah.) 
Cluuyh,  Walter  Owen 
CoghiU,  Doughu*  Harry 
Colville,  John 

Corbett^  A.  Cameron  iGl^g^w) 
Cornwaili^'*,  Ftennes  Stan.  W, 
Cruuihte,  Jfjhn  Wtlliani 
Da!ryniijle.  Sir  Charles 
IHlke,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Charle*? 
l>tiUgkLs,  Charter*  >L  (Lanark) 
Dra^et  Gc^»l!rey 
Duckworth.  Jiiiiies 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon,  Sir  W.  Hart 
Edwanb.  Owen  Mor;,'an 
En^ieduw,  CharliiH  John 
Evans,  Sir  Frauf^i*  H.  (S'ton) 
Farquharson,  I)r.  Ko}>ert 
Fer;^u>ion,  11,  C.  Monro (Leith) 
Finlay,  Sir  liolwrt  tiiinniityne 
Fitz(Terald,Sir  Kobert  Penr'se- 
Fit>zniaurite»  Jjord  Eiifiiond 
Fitz  Wyjjram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flower,  Eme&t 


Fry,  Lewi.s 

Galloway,  William  JohiiBon 
Gile**,  Charles  Tyrrell 
G  odd  aid,  Daniel  FonI 
Godson,  Sir  Aiij;vi-tU8  FiMid'ck 
Gold,  Charles 

Goldf^worthy .  Major  <  ieneral 
Gorst,  Kt.  An.  Sir  John  bjdon 
GfHirltjy,  Sir  K.  IVmoeriey 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Grev,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Gritoth,  Hllis  J. 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gnrdcm,  Sir  W*  Brampton 
Halilane,  tvichard  JSnrdon 
Harwocwl,  Georj^e 
Hayne,  Kt.  Hon.  Chits.  Seale- 
Ha/dl,  Walu^r 
Hedderwiuk,  'IhtniiaH  C.   U, 
Helder,  Aui^ustos 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
HohlKio.se.  Henry 
Holland,  W\  H.  ( York,  W.  H.) 
Horniman,  Fredtaick  John 
Hutton,  Alfred  K.  (Morley) 
Uuttou,  John  (Yorka,  N.  K,) 
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Jacoby,  JameB  Alfretl 
JeffreyB,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnstone,  Heywooii  (Suss^ex) 
Jones,  D,  HrjTiinor  (Swan**ea) 
Jone8,  Wui,  (Canmrvunshire) 
Kittson,  Sir  James 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lftftme,  Alfred 
Liingley,  iiatty 
Lawrence,Sir  E.  Durn';?-  ( Cor. ) 
Lawson,  Jolm  Grant  JYorks.) 
Lawfton,  Sir  W.  (UumVlaad) 
Lenj^,  Sir  ilohn 
Lock  wood,  Lieut. 'CoL  A.  R. 
Logan,  John  WilHarn 
Ludas'Shadwell,  WiUiam 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
M'Artlmr,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Ghee,  Kichard 
Mi yer,  Sir  L.  { Edinburgh, W.) 
M*Kenna,  Ue^^inald 
MaddisoiK  Fred 
Map|iin»  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Mell(tr.  Colonel  tLiin  cash  Ire) 
Mendl,  Sjj^ismnnd  Ferdinand 
MidilltMiiure,  J.  Throi^iuorton 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  ( Wliiterliapel) 


{COMMONS} 

I  Morgan  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Jlorpan,  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Morley,  Charles  (Breeonshire) 
Morley.  lit.  Hon.  J*(  Mimtroae) 
MosH,  Saniuel 
NuHsev,  Thunms  Willans 
( **r  onnor,  J.  { VVicklow,  W.) 
<  VConnort  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Gldroyd,  Mark 
(TMalley,  William 
Orr  Ewin^^  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer*  George  V\^  (Keuding) 
Paiilton,  Jauie^  Mel  lor 
Pease,  Alfred  E*  (Cleveland) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumh.) 
PerkK,  Robert  William 
Pi  tie,  Duncan  V. 
lliitt-HivTji^ins,  Fredericik 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryhurt^h 
Purvis,  Hol>ert 
PjTn,  C.  Gay 
Kan  del!,  David 
Ra^ch.  Major  Frederio  Came 
Reid,  Sir  Rohert  Thre^hie 
Rie}iard&on,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Riekett,  J.  Couipton 
Itu-ssell  T.  W.  (Tynrne) 
Scott,  C-  Prestwich  (Lei^4i) 
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Shaw,  Charlea  Ed.  (Bt«.0bnl) 
Sidehothara,  J.  W.  (Chesltwe)! 

Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soanie?*,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spieer,  Albert 

iStewiman,  WilHam  Charles 
Stuart,  James  (Shored itch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (WestmeaUi) 
Talhot^Rt.  Hn,  J,  G.  (Oxf.  P.) 
Ten n ant,  Harold  John 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bam&ley) 
Warner,  Thorn  as  C.  T. 
Warr,  An  gust  us  Frederick 
Whit  laker,  Thoma?*  Palmer 
Williams,  John  C  (Nott'^) 
WiJson,  (Charles  H.  (Hull) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W,R.) 
Wilson,  J.  J)urham,  Wid.) 
Wilsfm,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson.  John  (Goviin) 
Woodhall,  William 
Woodhou&e,SirJ.T.  (H'dslld.t 
Wowis,  Samuel 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Yerhfiri;li,  Rol>ert  Armstfoikg 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 
T K L L EH s  FO R  T n  K  No Es  —  Mr. 
Roljson  and  Mr.  Kenyon. 


I 


« 


Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY :    I  now 

beg  to  iiHivu  to  substitute  for  the  word 
** twelve"  the  words  ''eleven  years  and 
six  months.'  The  Bill  proposes  to  niiae 
the  age  to  12.  There  is  always  a  time 
in  the  ago  of  a  child  when  it  is  able  to 
become  a  half-timer  after  the  age  has 
elapsed.  If  yon  fix  II  y^ears  and  6 
months,  practically  the  age  of  12  will 
be  arrived  at^  ixnd  your  object  will  be 
attained.  But  ihi^  child  will  be  com- 
petent to  the  work  before  reaching  the 
ago.  There  m  nothing  magical  about 
the  word  twelve.  One  often  hears  an 
expiui5sion  of  the  opinion  that  we  were 
pledged  by  our  representative  at  the 
Berlin  Conference  to  raise  the  age  of 
half-timers  to  12^  and  the  argument  that 
has  been  put  forward  since  is  that, 
whether  w^c  arc  in  favour  of  it  or  not» 
the  pledge  having  been  given  we  ought 
to  act  up  to  it  with  honour  Rut,  in  the 
first  place,  was  any  pledge  given  at  the 
Conference  in  favour  of  raising  the  age 
of  half  timers,  and,  if  so,  by  whom  was  it 
given  l  Was  it  given  by  the  Minister  of 
Mu cation,  and,  if  so,  in  what  Cf4)aeity  ? 
Did  ho  act  as  the  direct  representative  of 
the  British  Ministry,  and  was  he  in- 
stnicted  by  the  Ciovernmetit  to  agree  /  If 
he  was,  the  quostion  arises  as  to  whether 
any  Government  or  Minister  generally  of 
this  country  has  the  right  in  any  shape  or 
form  to  mal<e  such  a  plerlge.  1  think  no 
such  pledge  w^is  given,  and  all   I  say  is, 


let  us  have  a  fair  lield  and  no  fav'^our.     If 
you  fix   12  years  of  age  as    the  time,  it 
means  really  12  years  and  some   months, 
and  the  child  is  able  to  work  full  time  at 
the  age  of  15,  so  that  fixing  the  age  at 
12  will  result  in  doing  away   with  half- 
timers  altogether.     If  that  is  what  you 
arc  trying  to  do,  why  do  you  not  hare  the 
courage  of  your  opinion  and  put  a  chiUM* 
I  into  the  Bill  to  that  etteit,  and  not  try  lo 
I  do  it  indirectly  by  ii  side-wind.     Give  us 
j  11  years  and  six  months  now,  and   insert 
I  a  clause  in  your  Bill  that  the  age  should 
I  advance  automatically,   so  that  m  a  few 
I  years  you  will  have  the  age  that  you   put 
I  down  here.     I  think  if  you  do   that  you 
will    make   the    Bill    a  gooti    deal    more 
palatable. 

A  me nd me ri  t  p ropos ed :  I n  page  1 ,  li tie  7, 
I  to  leave  out  the  word  *'  twelve/*  and 
'  insert  the  words  '* eleven  yeans  and  mx 
j  tuonths'*— (.1/r.  (korge  JFhiteleij). 

'      IJuestion   proposed:    '*That    the  wold 
'  twelve  '  stand  part  of  the  Clauaa/* 

Mr.  wylie  (Dumbartonshire):  I 
object  to  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Htockport.  1  have  given 
I  notice  of  an  Amendment  that  the  a^e 
I  shall  be  raised  to  13,  but  owing  to  in  forma 
tion  1  have  received  from  the  Eiliication 
Department,  which  leads  me  to  l^eHeve 
that  it  is  not  practicabk,  I  Iia\^o  dectded 
to    withdraw    that     Amendment.       Thit 
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reafion  for  my  objection  is  that  rttising 
the  age  will  conduce  to  the  physical 
and  educational  advantage  of  the  cfoil 
dren.  The  only  practical  ditference 
of  opinion  between  the  supporters  and 
opponents  of  this  Bill  is  as  to  whether 
the  country  can  afford  this  or  not. 
The  question  is  not  very  great.  The 
great  economical  factor  is  the  saving 
of  time  and  lahoiir  by  machinery  afid 
scientific  combination.  This  country  has 
taken  the  lead  in  industrial  pursuits, 
and  so  great  has  been    our  combination 


I 
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remove  the  reproach  that  though  we  ate 
the  wealthiest  nation  in  the  world  wc  lag 
behind  many  of  our  poorer  neighbours, 
and  it  would  diminish  the  number  of  the 
ignorant,  depraved ,  and  feeble  in  this 
country. 

Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire) :  Those 
of  us  who  are  Scotchmen  as  well  as 
those  who  are  Scotch  Members  will 
welcome  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member 
who  hiibi  ju.st  sat  down.  There  are  one 
or  two  matters  which  I  do  not  think  have 


of  these  advantages  that  it  is  calculated    been  dwelt  upon  with  suflicieut  force  in 


that  the  labour  of  six  English 
workmen  is  equal  to  that  of  24 
Geraiaiis  or  French,  32  Austrians,  50 
Spartiards,  75  Italians,  or  82  Portuguese ; 
and  the  accumulated  wealth  and  wages 
in  this  country  are  proportionately 
greater.  Under  these  circumstances,  who 
shall  venture  to  say  that  the  country  | 
cannot  atlord  to  give  its  children  proper  | 
e<Iucation,  or  that  it  should  lag  behind 
other  Continental  Powers  !  In  no  countrv 
in  the  world  so  much  as  in  England  has 
so  great  ati  vantage  been  taken  of 
lal>our  sjiving  appliances,  and  no  country 
is  belter  able  to  afford  a  proper  education 
for  her  children.  I  have  come  into  close 
contact  not  only  with  the  hon.  Membera 
of  this  House  who  reprcsenfe  Lancashire, 
but  also  with  the  employers  and  the 
operatives  of  the  country.  I  have  the 
highest  opinion  of  their  intebigence,  and 
there  is  a  very  great  deal  in  what  they 
say.  It  is  this  :  ''  What  Laruashire  thinks 
to-<1ay  England  thinks  to-nu>rrow."  No 
Scotch  Member  has  taken  part  in  the 
Debate  on  the  second  reading,  with 
the  exception  of  the  right  hon* 
Gentleman  the  Meml>er  for  Fife, 
and  my  e.xcuse  for  intervening  now, 
if  excuse  be  needed,  must  be  the 
effect  which  this  Bill  will  have  upon  the 
Scotch  Bill  of  a  similar  character  which 
has  yet  to  come  before  tht*  House. 
Scotch  Members  showed  their  opinion 
very  forcibly  in  the  division  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  when  44  of 
them  voted  for  it  and  only  three  against 
it.  I  think  it  is  a  sound  policy  to  give 
children  a  gooil  elementary  education 
such  as  they  coulfl  receive  by  staying  at 
school  till  the  age  of  12  or  13.  If  the 
age  limit  were  raised  to  12  it  would,  I. 
believe,  remove  the  stigma  which  attaches 
to  this  country  of  not  having  fulfilled  the 
igement    wo    entered    into    at     the 


this  House  with  regard  to  the  raising  of 
the  age.  What  is  the  industrial  pusiiion 
at  the  present  moment  1  In  Englanil 
you  have  total  or  partial  exemption  at 
11,  but  a  child  is  not  allowed  to  bo 
employed  in  a  factory  until  it  is  13. 
The  result  of  this  i«j  that  you  have   a 

fap  which  my  honourable  fnend  the 
.  lember  for  South  Shields  is  endeavouring 
to  diminish  by  one  year,  but  even  if  this 
Bill  passes  into  law,  that  gap  would  sstill 
remain.  The  remarks  made  by  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Council  on  the  subject 
not  very  long  ago  must  be  still  fresh  in 
the  memory  of  the  House.  But  1  do  not 
wish  to  dwell  uptm  the  details  which  he 
gave  on  that  occasion  ;  I  wish  rather  to 
remind  honourable  Members  of  what  the 
condition  of  a  flairs  is.  In  Scotland  we 
are  even  worse  oU"  than  the  people  are  in 
England,  because  the  Jige  at  which  a 
child  is  exempt  from  schriol  attendance 
is  10  in.stead  of  IL  I  am  aware  that  my 
honourable  friend  the  Membej*  for  Forfar- 
shire bas  a  Bill  ubich  seeks  to  raise  the 
age  from  10  to  11,  but  even  if  that  Bill 
passes,  and  this  Bill  passes,  you  will  have 
an  unequal  state  of  things.  I  think  it  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  that  we  should 
in  future,  even  if  we  cannot  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  endeavour  to  hndge  over 
a  hiatus  which  I  venture  to  say  does 
more  harm  than  any  want  in  the  legisla- 
tion of  this  country. 

*  Mk,  T0ML1N80N  :  I  think  that 
it  is  the  greatest  misfortune  that  there 
.should  be  a  gap  between  the  time  when  a 
child  leaves  school  and  the  time  when  he 
begins  some  occupation.  One  of  the 
worst  results  of  that  system  is  that  chil- 
dren take  up  desultory  employment 
instead  of  applying  themselves  to  some 
kind  of  regular  occupation.  The  object 
of  the  amendment  is  not  to  prevent  that 


*lm   Conference  ;    it   would   partially  j  system  from  being  put  an  end  to,  but  to 
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preserve  the  half-time  system  which  ! 
bridges  over  the  gap.  The  grout  advan- 
tage of  the  half-time  By  stem  is  that  it 
enal>le.s  children  to  begin  to  learn  to  work 
while  their  t^dncation  is  still  going  on. 
It  is  because  I  think  that  this  Bill  will 
tend  to  break  down  the  half-time  system 
that  I  desire  to  support  the  amendment. 

VmcouNT  CRi\JST30KNE  (Rochester) : 
There  is  no  question  that  a  great  deal  of 
money  is  waste<i  on  education,  because 
education  does  not  go  on  long  enough. 
If  there  is  to  be  any  piogress  in  that 
direction,  the  only  cliance  you  have  to 
make  it  is  by  combining  education  with  j 
industry.  The  essential  idea  of  the  ' 
Evening  Continuation  School  system  is 
that  yon  carry  on  education  even  when  a 
child  has  begun  to  woi'k.  Whether,  in 
detail,  the  halftinio  system  is  right  or 
wTong,  it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 
It  may  be,  its  the  House  thought  on  the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill,  that  the  age 
is  too  low  now,  but  the  principle  is  right, 
and  the  only  principle  tipon  which  pro- 
gress is  possible  is  the  combination  of  the 
two  elements  of  child-life — education  and 
industry.  The  only  chance  you  have  of 
progress  in  education  is  to  permit  parents 
to  allow  their  children  to  work  during  a 
pju't  of  their  edueatior*.  The  cjuestion 
then  arises  as  to  whether  you  have  the 
right  to  limit  the  power  of  parents  to 
determine  whether  their  children  shall  be 
employee!  or  nut.  You  have  that  right  if 
you  can  show  that  it  is  bad  for  the 
children,  but  no  inquiry  has  yet  been 
made,  and,  until  an  inquiry  has  been 
made,  and  it  has  bceti  pro\  ed  that  it  is 
injurious  to  the  children,  the  wishes  of 
the  parents  ought  to  be  respected.  I 
tleny  the  contention  that,  as  h  general 
rule,  the  parents  are  anxious  to  oppress 
their  children.  The  parents  may  be 
wrong  in  their  views  as  to  what  is  best 
for  their  children  ;  but  in  the  vast  major- 
ity of  cases  they  have  the  interests  and 
advancement  of  their  children  at  heart. 
Therefore,  before  any  alteration  is  made 
in  the  half-time  sysleiUj  it  should  be 
established  that  it  is  bad  for  the  children 
educationally  and  physically.  1  do  not 
believe  that  it  is  bad  for  the  children 
physically.  Those  great  factories  in 
w*hich  children  work  are  carefully  Uw^ked 
after  frotn  the  sanitary  point  of  view  : 
the  strain  on  the  children  at  work  is  not 
so  gnat  as  the  strain  on  the  childix^n  at 
school,    anil    I    f^m    of   opinion    that    thq 

Mr,  Taoditwrn, 


mental    strain    in    the    echoed    is   mciro 
likely    to   injure    their  health    than   the 
physical  strain  at  w^ork.      It   hiis  not  1 
proved   that  the  half-time  J?ystem  is  I 
from    the   point   of   view    of    ediicatif>ti 
Therefore,  though  I  hope  my  hon.  Friend 
will  withdraw  the  Amendment,    1    ah.tll 
feel  bound  to  support  him  if  he  gaes  to  & 
division, 

Mr.  MIDDLEMORE  (BirmingbwD, 
N.) :  I  think  the  noble  Lord  is  certainly 
inaccurate  in  one  of  his  remarks,  A\li»t 
we  niainiain  in  connection  with  this  BiU 
is  I  hat  those  who  are  now^  parenti 
have  tbemsclvea  been  brougbt  up  und^i 
a  bad  system,  and  under  a  far  wor¥4i 
system  than  their  children.  I  would 
remind  the  Committee  that  at  the  Bcrim 
Conference  w^c  w^ere  detiiiitely  pltdgcd 
to  do  the  very  thing  that  this  Bill 
proposes  to  do,  and  1  shcndd  have  thongbl 
after  that  fact  there  was  noihtn^ 
further  to  be  said  in  the  matter. 
whether  the  Bill  is  passed  by  the  present 
Government  or  not,  it  wdl  be  passed  hr 
the  succeeding  Government.  We  camxK 
fight  against  time  in  this  tnatter.  Tbfti 
noble  Lord  has  spoken  about  the  bea)^ 
of  the  children.  I  believe  that  aD 
medical  opinion  right  through  thccouiitrr 
is  dead  against  the  half-time  sysiuri. 
Moreover  J  there  is  not  a  rQedieal  nmnifi 
this  House  who  does  not  oppose  it,  Ow 
medical  authority  has  said  that  evciy 
month  the  children  are  taken  from  the 
workshop  and  placed  in  the  scho<d  would 
be  a  distinct  gain  to  their  health.  Par 
liament  has  no  more  sacred  chant 
committed  to  it  than  the  charge  of  tw 
child  life  of  this  country,  and  if  it  now 
determines  to  save  50,000  children  from 
the  dangers  of  the  workshop,  it  will  da 
one  of  the  best  strokes  of  business  il  hn 
ever  rlone.  If  the  Bill  passes  tbi 
Committee  to-day,  the  ^Ust  of  Ma] 
he  a  red  letter  day  In  the  Pari 
cjilendar* 

*  Colonel  MELLOH  (Lancashire^  1 
eliffe'i :  I  defiire  ix>  endorse  tbf^    • 
of    the    noble    Lonl     the    Men 
Rocliester.     With  regard  to  the  AtucK 
ment  itself,  I  think  it  woidd    have 
as  well  if  my   hon.  friend  the    Mcint) 
for   Stockport   would  not   press    it   to 
division,   but    holding   the    viewa    I 
on    the   half-time   tjucslion,    I    shall  Ui 
'  Iwjund    tf*   support   it  if  he    does. 
constant  a.sscrtion  has  been    iiululxcd 
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by  the  Pross,  iind  by  people  cmtside,  and  an 
pul*Iic  plalformsi,  that  the  condition  of  life 
of  the  half-timers  of  Lanciishire  is  one 
which  is  directly  inimical  to  their  health. 
As  oiiQ  who  hiis  had  perhaps  u  greater 
c\p<Tience  on  the  suliject  than  any  other 
xM (Mil her  of  the  Honse,  I  wish  to  say  that 
the  objections  which  formerly  undotibt- 
e<lly  existed  in  the  luilU  to  hulf-tiiue 
labour  have  to  ii  large  extent  ceased,  and 
if  cinldren  must  work  at  all  at  the  age  of 
11,  12,  or  13  yeari^  in  doors,  there  is  no  em- 
ployment in  thi:5  country  wht^re  they 
work  under  better  or  more  healthy  con- 
ditions than  in  the  modern  cotton  ndlb 
of  Lancashire.  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
of  sending  to  niendwrs  copies  of  a  few 
photographs.  One  is  a  group  of  12  half- 
timers,  and  the  other  is  a  group  of  over- 
I'Hjkers  numhering  27,  in  a  mill  in  tny 
constituency.  I  have  in  every  case  given 
in  the  height,  weight,  chest  measurement, 
anrl  periods  of  .sickness  of  the  children 
and  the  men,  luid  I  umiertake  to  say  that 
in  no  condition  or  class  of  life  or  labour 
could  you  find  other  children  or  men  who 
have  passed  through  the  half  time  period 
with  less  injioy  than  they  have.  Of  the 
27  men  20  of  them  have  had  no  sickness 
that  they  can  remember,  and  they  began 
to  work,  not  at  the  age  of  11  years,  but 
at  H.  I  mention  this  to  disabuse  mem- 
bers of  the  idea  that  h/ilf-time  labour  is 
as  injurious  aa  it  has  been  represented, 
I  waa  not  present  at  the  debate  on  the 
secfind  reading  of  the  Hill,  but  I  read  the 
spcoeh  of  the  honourable  Memlier  for  the 
.Middleton  Division  (Mr.  iHickworth), 
The  lionourable  Member  was  once  a  half- 
titno  worker,  and  the  position  to  which 
lie  has  now  reached  is  one  that  reflects 
upon  hitn  the  highest  credit.  The  physique 
of  the  honourable  Member  is  a  aphuidid 
testimony  of  the  healthiness  of  the  half- 
time  system  and  to  the  value  of  the  com- 
bination of  education  with  industrial 
training. 

♦  8nt  ALBERT  ROLLIT  (Islington, 
S.) :  I  desire  to  say  only  one  or  two  woids 
n[j<in  the  remarks  made  by  the  noble 
L<»rd,  who  has  raised,  in  very  moderate 
and  able  terma^  an  important  question  of 
principle.  I  qniti?  agree  that  if  you  can 
combine  iTidustrial  training  with  general 
iHlnciition  it  is  most  desirable  to  do  so, 
and  hence  our  advocvicy  at  all  times  of 
continuation  schools  ;  but  the  question  of 
r»i:«*  go<.'s  to  the  very  root  of  this  matter* 
If  you  remove  a  child  from  school  at  too 


'  early  an  ago^   you  cannot  possibly  evet* 

j  recover  the  time,  and  waste  must  ensuei 
On  this  point  I  agree  with  the  noble  Lord 
in  saying  that  if  we  can  show  that    by 

'  such  removal  or  exemption  you  injure 
the  education  of  the  child  itself,  then  the 

j  arguments  in  favour  of  this  Bill  are 
irresistible.  I  have  hafl  a  large 
amount  of  experience  among  Yorkshire 

I  and  fjaneashire  institutions  in  relation  to 
technical,     commercial,     and     secondary 

'  training,  and  f  say  that  the  one  gi  cat  and 
universal  regret  in  connection  with  these 
institutions  is  that  the  want  of  primary 

j  education    renders   it    very   dithcult    to 

I  inculcate  technical  and  commercial  in- 
struction. It  is  the  want  of  general 
inforaiation  that  is  felt,  and,  there- 
fore, if  you  lessen  the  ecfucation  ^xen 
in  e*arlier  years,  you  prevent  that 
technical  instruction,  which  is  of  such 
paramount  importance  to  this  country. 
I  heard  my  honourable  Friend  the 
Member  for  Stockport  say  symething 
about  our  being  pledged  to  (lermany  and 
to  other  countries  at  the  Bcrh'n  Con- 
ference, It  is  not  a  question  of  being 
pledged,  it  is  a  question  of  what  is  to  the 
interest  of  our  own  country  ;  antl  I 
think  anyone  who  has  studied  the  course 
of  commercial  competition  in  these  days 
must  know  that  it  is  largely  the  educa- 
tional advantage  held  by  Germany  which 
has  given  her  the  commercial  and 
industrial  position  she  holds  to-day. 
In  Germany  primary  education  was  com- 
menced with  the  century  under  her  great 
Minister  Stein  ;  it  waa  commenced  in  this 
country  as  a  State  system  only  a  qtmrter  of 
a  century  ago  ;  and  that  is  the  cause  to  a 
large  extent  of  the  comparative  position 
we  occup}''  to-day.  What  other  countries 
have  given  to  their  children  should  also 
be  given  to  the  children  of  this  country, 
for  the  sake  both  of  themsehes  individu- 
ally, and  of  the  nation  hm  a  whole. 

Colonel  PILKINGTON;  Representing 
one  of  the  Ijiuicashiro  divisions,  I  feel 
that  this  is  a  most  important  question. 
Feeling  strongly  as  I  do  that  to  raise  the 
age  from  11  at  all  is  a  mistake,  I  shall 
certainly  suppcjrt  the  Amendment  of  my 
hon.  friend  the  Meml>er  for  Siockport. 
We  are  in  many  cases  fighting  foi'  an 
industrv,  and  fighting  for  the  people  of 
I  Lancashire  ;  and  therefore  1  shall  cer- 
t/iinly  follow  him  into  the  Lobby.  I 
have  listened  with  \ery  great  attcnti<m 
to  the  speech  of  the    noble  lord,  and  it 
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seems  to  me  that  we  are  deciding  this 
question  on  very  imperfect  information  as 
to  health  or  as  to  anything  else.  If  we 
draw  the  string  too  tight,  we  shall  have 
nothing  like  evasion  of  the  Act  by  the 
large  manufacturers,  but  there  will  pro 
bably  be  evasions  in  hundreds  of  thousaiids 
of  cases  in  which  it  will  be  very  difficult 
to  note  what  is  being  done  by  a  child 
under  12  years  of  age.  For  these  reasons 
I  advocate  that  the  age  should  be  increased 
at  the  present  time  merely  to  11^  years. 

*  Sir  A.  HICKMAN  (Wolverhampton, 
W.)  :  It  appears  to  me  that  this  Bill 
would  not  be  complete  without  a  provision 
for  finding  food  for  those  children  who 
are  prevented  from  earning  their  own 
livelihood  or  from  assisting  their  parents 
in  the  amount  of  wages  earned. 

Mr.  J.  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid.)  : 
Give  their  fathers  more  wages. 

*  Sir  a.  HICKMAN :  A  very  good 
suggestion,  no  doubt,  but  perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  will  point  out  how  that  can  be 
done. 

Mr.  J.  WILSON  (Durham,  Mid.):  I 
will  do  so  in  a  moment  if  the  hon.  Member 
will  allow  me. 

*SiR  A.  HICKMAN  :  The  hon.  Member 
can  do  so  when  I  sit  down.  Something 
has  been  said  about  technical  education, 
but  the  gicat  defect  in  technical  educa- 
tion is  that  it  is  not  of  a  practical 
character.  But  these  children  who  are 
half-timers  are  receiving  what  I  consider 
to  be  certainly  the  most  practical  technical 
education,  for  they  are  actually  learning 
the  work  which  is  to  fit  thorn  afterwards 
to  earn  their  own  livelihood.  The 
returns  show  that  only  about  one  child 
in  300  leaves  school  at  the  age  of  12,  so 
that  it  is  not  a  very  crying  evil,  and  this 
small  j)ercentage  consists  probably  of 
the    very     children    upon    whom    com- 


pulsory attendance  would  press  most 
hardly.  Surely  in  this  matter  it  is  better 
^  g<^  t»y  degrees,  and  not  to  move  in 
advance  of  public  opinion.  The  Amend- 
ment offers  the  promoters  a  fair  com- 
promise, and  that  being  so  I  think  they 
I  ought  to  accept  it. 

I  Mr.  ARNOLD  (Halifax) :  Before  the 
j  Committee  proceed  to  the  di\'i8ion,  I 
:  should  like  to  say  a  word  on  behalf  of 
the  parents.  They  resent  that  a  hard 
and  fast  line  should  be  drawn,  and  that 
they  should  be  left  without  any  discretion 
at  all.  The  bulk  of  the  parents  are 
opposed  to  strict  legislation  on  the 
point. 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  :  Will  the 
Vice-President  inform  the  Committee 
whether  this  country  is  or  is  not  pledged 
in  any  way  whatever  as  a  result  of  what 
was  done  by  the  Berlin  Conference  % 

The  vice-president  of  the 
i  COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  ox 
EDUCATION  (Sir  John  Gorst)  :  The 
I  British  Government  pledged  itself, 
amongst  the  other  Governments  of  Europe, 
that  it  was  desirable  that  the  minimum 
age  for  working  in  factories  and  work- 
shops should  be  12. 

*Mr.  TOMLINSON  :  I  would  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  how  it  has  happened, 
then,  that  no  Government  has  thought  it 
its  duty  to   take  steps  to  redeem   that 

pledge  1 

Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  :  I  would 
point  out  to  the  Committee  that  that  is 
no  pledge  whatever.  It  is  merely  an 
expression  of  opinion. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes,  177; 
Noes,  18— (Division  List  No.  161). 
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♦>Di,  TOMLINSON:  I  wisb  to  move 
as  an  Amendment,  to  iua«rt  aft^r  tbe 
worcl  *'  shall  "  in  lino  seven  the  words 
"except  where  any  bye-laws  under  the 
Elementary  Iviueation  Acta,  1870  to 
1897,  shall  from  time  t-o  time  other- 
wise provide."  The  object  is  to  give 
8omo  latitude  to  the  local  authorities  in 
applying  the  provisions  of  the  Bill     It, 


seems  to  uic  quite  alien  to  English  habits 
to  adapt  the  same  cast  iron  system  of 
administration  to  all  parUj,  instead  of 
easing  the  burden  wherever  possible.  I 
would  only  propose  to  give  latitude 
within  certain  reasonable  limits^  but  I 
hold  that  the  very  fact  thai  the  local 
authontii?8  have  the  power  uf  modifying 
the  application  of  tho  Bill  would  act  in 
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the  direction  of  developing  thoir  ener^'es  \  rities   to  come   up  to  that  standard.     I 


in  carrying  out  these  duties,  I  do  not 
think  it  is  an  unrcasonal>lo  thing  to  a!low 
thcsa  bodies  the  latitude  I  suggest 

Amondniont  proposed :  In  Claiiise  1, 
page  1,  line  0,  after  *' shall;"  U>  insert 
*' except  where  any  bye-laws  under  the 
Elementary  Educiition  Acts,  1S70  to  1897, 
shall  from  time  to  time  otherwnse  pro- 
V  id  e. ' ' — ( Mr,  TomJi  usrytK ) 

Question  proposed  :  **That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mh.  JEFFREYS  (Hants,  N.):  This  is 
a  proposal  to  give  local  authorities  a 
certain  option.  Honourable  xM embers 
np]:M:)site  are  very  fond  of  local  option, 
and  I,  for  one,  do  not  see  why  tbo 
authorities  who  represent  the  parents 
Bhould  not  have  the  power  of  altering  the 


loubt  very  much  if  any  local  authorities 
will  avait  themselves  of  the  Ameiifiiiitjnt 
if  carried,  in  order  to  fix  an  age  1>el<>w 
th;Lt  .'ip[inintcd  by  the  Act.  Docs  ihe 
hon,  Mt^mber  think  he  will  achieve  hiJt 
object  hy  his  Amendment?  I  think  I  i*jui 
sh<»v%'  him  good  reasons  for  not  pressing  it 
to  a  cli vision.  The  words  of  the  Amenii- 
meiit  are  that  the  Act  shall  apply  except 
whert!  any  bye-law  under  the  Elemen 
tary  Education  Acts,  1870 — 1897,  shidl 
otherwise  provide.  Has  the  hon.  MeQb 
ber  tried  the  experiment  of  reading  the 
whole  of  the  clauses,  so  as  to  get  at  the 
meaning  of  these  words  1  If  he  does, 
he  will  find  there  are  already  li/e- 
laws  under  the  Education  Aet&i  mside 
upon  the  basis  of  11  as  the  minimum  ngo 
for  leaving  school  Under  this  Act  12 
will  be  made  the  minimum  school  age, 
school  age  in  order  to  meet  the  rer|iure- 1  and  therefore,  in  future,  if  the  Amend* 


ments  of  partirnlar  districts.  It  cannot 
be  said  that  children  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural work  are  following  an  unhealthy 
occupation,  On  the  contrary,  the  work 
is  healthy,  and  therefore  if  the  local 
authorities  have  the  power  of  judging 
what  is  best  for  ihem  with  regard  to  age, 
no  harm  can  be  done.  I  think  it  would 
be  rather  unwise  not  to  accept  the  amend - 
►  ment.  It  is  frequently  the  case  that 
parents  summoned  before  local  magis- 
trates for  not  sending  their  children  to 
school  are  let  oft*  very  lightly,  and,  indeed, 
they  willingly  pay  the  tine  because  they 
know  the  children's  earnings  much  more 
than  cover  it, 

♦Sib  F.  S,  POWELL:  One  of  the 
greatest  olist-acles  to  educational  progress 
in  this  country  is  the  extremely  low 
standard  raenti<mt5d  in  the  bye-laws,  and 
I  have  noticed  some  very  eoiphatrc  words 
in  educational  inspectors'  reports  upon 
this  sultjcct,  I  very  much  regret  that  this 
projKtsal  hnfl  been  nui,fle»  as  1  certainly 
foar,  that  if  this  discretion  is  given  to 
loeal  authorities,  it  will  have  a  tendency 
to  destroy  the  effects  of  the  Bill. 

Mu.  ROliJSON  (South  Shields):  It  is 
imposaible  for  me  lo  accept  the  Amend- 
ment. Its  object,  as  I  understand, 
ifl  to  enable  locjil  educational  authori- 
ties to  lower  the  standard  set  up  by 
Parliament.  That  is  rather  opposed 
to  the  current  of  ail  our  legislation  on 
this  subject,  for  our  eflPorts  have  hitherto 
been  directed  to  induce  the  local  autho- 
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mcnt  is  accepted,  \2  wuidd  be  the  mini- 
mvun  age,  except  in  cases  whero  the  exist- 
ing  bye  laws  say  it  shall  be  11.  That  in 
a  very  fair  j)oint  for  consideration,  and  1 
would  respectfully  suggest  to  the  hon. 
Member  that  it  would  be  well  for  him  at 
any  rate  to  defer  his  proposal  until  iliu 
Report  stage. 

Mr.  GIBSON  B0^\7.ES  (Lynn  Regis »: 
I  should  like  to  ask  the  hon.  Gentlenuin 
opposite  whether  he  has  correctly  roail 
the  Amendment.  It  seems  to  me  thai 
it  provides  for  futtire,  rather  than  for 
existing,  bye-laws.  Our  synajiathica  ans 
all  with  education,  but  I  do  noL  think  it 
is  wise  to  lay  down  too  hanl  and  fas!  n 
rule,  I  would  give  local  option  to  tbf 
authorities,  and  f  therefore  heartily  sup- 
|)ort  the  Amt^ndmetit. 

Sir  J.  GORST:  Perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  that  under  the  exi^tinjT 
Education  Acts,  the  local  authoritio 
no  power  to  make  any  bye -laws  ii  i_ 
an  age  starjdard.  All  they  can  do  is  to 
fix  an  educational  staudai'd,  and  Uierr- 
fore,  in  my  opinion*  the  Amendment,  if 
carried,  wotdd  W  quite  inoperative.  ITie 
hon.  Membrr  had  better  postpone  it  till 
later. 

^Mr.  TOMLINSON:  I  do  not  f, 
the  right  hon.  (Jciillemau  in  that.      I 
empower  the   local  authorities   to 
those byedaWB  it  siurely  would  be  pn. 
the  principle  having  been  once 
to  provide   words  making  it    o^ 


i 


I 

I 

I 


I  flo  not  think  the  ohjeciion  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Nf ember  for  Wigati  really 
applies  to  my  AmeDcfmerU ;  a.-^  ho  really 
objects  to  allowing  local  authorities  to 
jKJrmit  chOdr«n  to  leave  school  before 
they  have  passed  a  certain  standard. 

*SiK  ALBERT  ROLLIT :  Surely  this 
is  an  unheard  of  proposal.  If  passed  it 
would  have  the  effect  of  virtually  abro- 
gating the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  There 
would,  practically,  be  no  national  age 
standard  at  all.  I  hope  the  Committee  w\\\ 
not  depart  from  the  principles  which  at 
present  govern  our  educational  policy 
by  fixing  the  age  limit  in  Parliament, 
and  giving  this  discretion  to  local  authori- 
ties ;  ana  I  therefore  trust  that  the 
Amendment  will  be  strenuously  opposed. 

Caitaik  PRCTYMAN  (Suirolk,  Wood- 
bridge)  :  I,  too,  hope  thtit  the  Amend- 
ment will  not  be  pressed.  It  is  putting 
too  great  a  strain  on  many  of  us,  to  ask 
xiE  to  vote  for  it. 

*Mit  TOMLINSON:  I  do  not  propose 
to  press  the  Amendment  to  a  division, 
and  will  therefore  ask  leave  to  withdraw 
it. 

Amendniont,  by  leave^  withdrawn. 

Mr.  ROBSON  :  I  beg  now  to  move  to 
itrld  the  following  words  at  the  end  of  the 
clause : 

**  Proviilotl  n}m  tliat  the  locail  authority  for 
any  rural  tlij^trivt  may,  liy  by-law  fur  any 
fiarish  wit  bin  tlielr  ilistrii^t,  lix  Mi  yiiars  jis  th'n 
niifitiiiutii  a>rf»  fitr  i«viMri|»tion  from  H<'lM.M>i 
Hth'tiiljiure  in  tim  i";iHe  «»f  <*hil<lreri  Ut  In?  t5in- 
pluyml  in  jyni*nilliire,  iithi  Ihjit  in  htuh  fmnrsh 
en«'h  chiUhudovi^r  11  ami  umler  \l\  vea».rs  of 
age  wlic»  Ijiivr  j>aHf*iMl  tli«^  .standarfi  ^^sv*\  fur 
partial  evemfiti«»n  from  si'Imh*!  Htlemlam-e  by 
the  by-lnwH  of  the  lornl  mUhoHtv  ^hall  rmt.  \k^ 
rtMiuiri'^l  loalt*'»Hl  srhiwil  nioii^i  tfiau  2.'iO  limi'js 
in  aiiv  ywir  Siii;li  by -law  i^ball  liavt*  M.'vi  an 
a  hy-laAV  fim*le  umitM'  Sot'ti^n  74  of  tlio  Klc- 
rncntary  Kilncntion  Aft,  IHTO,  arnl  all  Ai-U 
ntnemling  tin*  saim\  Tbii  b»ejd  aulliority  nball 
Im?  the  liH^al  aiit luirity  lix*^!  by  Si^'titHi  7  of  the 
Elementary  E^lui'Hlion  AH,  l»7»i/' 

The  object  of  thiw  .Vmendment  is  to 
secure  that  in  agncultnrftl  distncts  the 
children  shall  give  twci  wiulens  to  i^choiil, 
insteail  of  one  winter  and  one  summer,  i 
It  enii>owers  thr^  lo^^al  authority  to  extend  ' 
the  8eho«»I  ago  from  12  to  l:^.  The 
Amendment  is  entirely  optional,  and  it  is 
pen  to  the  rural  districu,  if  they  are  so 
p>sefl,  to  it^nore  it  :i\liHjf'ihor.     1  bitpe 


Chihfrm  Bill 


SO 


that  they  will  not.  and  on  the  contrary  I 
think  that  they  will  act  upon  it.  It  in 
an  attempt  to  apply  the  principle  of 
summer  v^^ork  and  winter  schooling  which 
prevails  in  (Jermany  and  8witzerUind. 
The  high  school  age,  which  obtains  in 
those  countries  umler  this  system,  is  not 
merely  acceptabk\  liut  it  h  popular,  and 
those  countnes  wuuhl  never  have  reached 
their  present  educational  supremacy  but 
for  the  principle  which  I  propose  to 
embody  in  this  Amendment,  I  know 
that  some  of  my  hon.  friends  have 
supposed  that  in  putting  this  Amendment 
forward,  I  am  making  a  concession  to 
the  agricultural  interest  at  the  cost 
of  the  principle  of  the  Bill  But  I 
venture  to  think  that  those  who  have 
studietl  it  will  entertain  a  diflerent  view. 
It  does  not  at  all  contnict  the  operation 
of  the  Bill,  nor  is  this  the  first  time  on 
which  the  principle  has  been  raised  in 
conriectiou  with  it.  There  are  those  who 
have  devoted  yeai-s  to  the  advcR-acy  of 
some  change  of  this  sort,  and  their  reason 
for  doing  so  is  that  they  have  observed 
the  great  difficulty  of  enforcing  the 
present  compulsnry  system  in  rural  dis- 
tricts. Had  I  brought  forward  thi^s  Hill 
without  seeking,  in  some  prailical  way, 
to  deal  with  this  difficulty,  I  should  have 
been  much  to  blatue.  Hon.  Members 
have,  perhaps,  scarcely  realised  the  serious 
degree  to  which  our  compulsory  system 
has  failed  in  the  rural  districts.  Its 
enforcement  depends  entirely  on  local 
vigilance  and  on  public  opinion,  and 
undoubtedly  that  opinion  is  strongly 
opposed  to  the  exercise  of  comijulsitui  at 
those  seasons  of  the  year  when  a  child 
can  protilably  K*  i»niployed  on  the  land. 
An  cxarninaLinti  of  the  returns  uf  scIhhjI 
attendance  in  rural  distncu  showtt  h(»w 
lax  has  been  the  enforcement  of  the  law. 
Lriiiking  down  the  last  returns  I  note 
that,  where^is  one  school  had  lieeri  o^wn 
33H  times,  the  .attendances  of  various 
children  had  averaged  froni  TjI  to  64, 
while  a  little  judicious  inrjuiry  has 
brought  to  light  the  faet  that  s«jme  uf  tlie 
children  had  been  actually  employed  on 
the  lanrl,  illegally,  )»y  meTTiT»ers  of  the 
Schonl  B<»ard  for  that  district  In  .^untber 
*'diof>l,  out  of  422  pof^sihlc  attendjinccs.the 
returns  nhow  22,  Ho,  7-S  and  9H  attend- 
ances, while  no  srmimong  for  irregular 
attendance  has  been  taken  oul  for  four 
years.  The  principle  of  rc*cognising 
the  difference  between  factory  and  agn- 
rultnnd    l:iKMinr'    baa    work<*d    with    gorK? 
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ChiUirm  BtU, 


a  still  higher  school  age.     Since  mj  igrv 


effect  in  both  Germany  and  Switzerland, 

and  I  do  not  see  why  it  fihould  not  act  cnitaral  friends  have  discovered  the  \nita« 
equally  well  in  this  country.  After  all,  of  this  Amendment,  I  am  astonUbed  to 
the  Amendment  may  well  bo  described  find  how  many  have  said,  **  You  maf 
as  ont^  enabling  compulsion  to  be  exer-  \  carry  up  the  age  to  14  w^ith  that  Ameiw* 
cised,  when  it  can  be  efficaciouaj  in  rural  i  ment "  ;  and  I  think  we  m&y  be  able  to 
districts.  Iieraember,  I  am  not  giving  oblige  them  later.  Those  who  b»n 
away  the  principle  of  the  Bill ;  I  am 
simply  taking,  in  the  13th  year,  the  time 
given  up  in  the  1-th,  and  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  in  the  later  year  the 
brain  of  the  child  will  have  become  more 
receptire.  I  think  the  Amendment  is  an 
indispensable  step  towards  filling  up  the 
fatal  gap  which  now  exists  between  the 
age  at  which  a  child  leaves  achoal,  and 
the  earliest  age  at  which  he  can  l)e  got 
hold  of  for  the  purposes  of  highei'  educna- 
tion.  Hitherto  the  agrictilturists  of  Eng- 
land have  been  the  most  inveterate 
opponents  of  a  high  school  age ;  they, 
rather  than  Lancashire,  ha\  e  blocked  the 
way  of  progi-ess  in  this  respect.  In 
foreign  countri«_^s  agriculturists  yre  more 
in  fa  vow  of  a  higher  school  age  than 
people  in  towns.  In  Germany  and 
Switzerland  we  have  instances  in  which  ► 
the  school  age  runs  up  to  IB  years,  and  | 
they  want  to  get  higher.  The  motive  of  i 
that  is  only  partly  e(bieational  •  in 
Germany  and  Switzerland,  as  in  Eng- 
land, the  agricultural  boy  is  in  a  great 


oblige 

hitherto  been  the  enemies  cif  a  kigh 
school  age  will  in  future  be  its  WMi 
effective  allies.  I  would  wish  to  ask  ibi 
indulgence  of  the  Committee  to  refer  lo  a 
very  important  detail  in  the  Araendmeai, 
namely,  the  number  of  attendaneei 
When  I  first  drafted  the  Amendment  I 
put  down  300  attendances,  and  it  *u 
argued  with  a  great  deal  of  force  and  witl 
very  good  evidence  that  in  putting  do«T» 
that  numb^.'r  I  was  not  making  much  of* 
concession,  and  that  in  fact  withotil  my 
Amendment  at  all,  supposing  the  Bill 
stood  in  its  original  form,  the  probuhjli 
ties  were  that  agricultural  children  woakl 
only  attend  about  300  times  between  lb 
ages  of  11  and  12,  An  Amendment  Ui 
beet!  put  down  by  my  hon.  Friend,  the 
Member  for  North  Hants,  fixing  the 
numl)er  at  *200  attendances.  I  think  I 
went  a  little  too  high,  but  I  think  mt 
hon.  Frierjd  has  gone  a  great  deal  UfO 
low,  and,  having  Uvken  the  ad>ace  d 
those  who  could  speak  with  HUlhoritT  lod 
experience  on  educ^itional   aflViirs,   i  wii 


hurry  to  got  away  from  school  in  order  |  ailvised    that    all    the    purposes    of  ffij 


to  run  to  the  nearest  town  and  enter  the 
first  mill  or  shop*  but  if  we  had  a  higher 
school  agu  accompanied  liy  suuuner  work, 
we  keep  the  Ijoy  on  the  land  until  he  has 
rned  something  of  it,  am!  we  give  him 


Amendment  would  be  well  met  if  I  pwl 
the  number  at  250  attendances,  whick 
represents  al>out  half  the  year.  I  hop 
my  hon.  friends,  more  particularly  on  tin 
side  of  the  House,  will  ol>serve   that  Vf 


a  start  in  what  is  the  most  natural  of  all    giving  250  attendances  in  each  of  the  two 

employments.     That  is  the  reason   why, 

in  all  the  countries  of   Europe  where   a 

high  educ^itional  standard  isitisistod  upon, 

we  have  this  principle  prevailing  in  rural 

districts  almost  without  exception.     The 

rcjvson  why  it  is  insisted  upon  is  not  only 

a  national   and    philanthropic   one,    but 

because  the  rural  districts  have  a  very 

sound  material  interest  in  it.     It  is   to 

their  ad  v a lU^ige   that  a  boy  should  learn 

the  tragic  of  the  land  on  which   he  was 

born, and  on  which  he  may  posnibly  remain.  ' 

It  is  to  the   interest  of    t*verybi>dy  that 

there  should  lie  fair  play  to  every  induce- 

ment  which  will  stop  the  steady  (low  of 

agrictdtural  children  from  the  villages  to 

the  towns.    It  is  as  much  to  the  interest  of 

towns  iw  it  is  to  the  interest  of  the  country 

districts.     If     the    agricidtujal    districta 

of  England  appreciate  the  force  of  this 

argument,  we  shall  have  them  demanding 


extra  years,  agricultural  children  will 
thcrel>y  get  25  per  cent,  more  edueatioo 
than  borough  children.  It  will  l»e  te- 
eepted,  as  far  as  I  can  learn*  as  meeting 
the  special  necessities  of  the  agricultunu 
districts,  and  I  venture  to  hope  that  th* 
figure  which  1  now  suggest^  and  which  I 
ask  your  permission  to  insert,  is  eae 
which  will  save  discussion  on  this  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  proposerl,in  page  1,  line  11 

At  the  end,  lu  juld  the  words  : 

'' Prcivkknl  iilmi  that  tlii^  lof-ul  authnHty  for 
any  runil  iltHtnct  tnjiy,  l>y  1»yr  '  '  *  ^ 
jNimJi  witliin  their  dlHlrirtJ.  lix   '  .rtfi 

tiM  the  iiinnttiuiii  iiiJje  fnre.x*?iiiptit'i,  ..;...  ^ilwd 
ttttendaru'e  in  tlu*  nis^e  of  chjhirrn  to  W  wm- 
pkiye«l  in  jt|.,TtcuUure,  atn]  that  in  »uch  iiiifii& 
siu'h  chihirt'n  over  eleviMi  nud  under  thtrt«A 
yc^rs  of  agu  who  have  fHiHH«t<l  the  i^tAtidAiii 
lUcd  for  jiartuU  exeiaption  from  ticliool  atteinl- 


ffftmt 
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"t^uch  bye-law  shall  have  effect  lu*  t%  bye-law 
Tiifwie  imder  neiHioD  Hiivunty-four  of  Tht^  Ele- 
iiniiitary  K^ttication  AH,  1870,  ami  nil  AttH 
amwritliVi;^  the  >miiit\ 

''  Thu  ItK'al  matliority  t^hall  li*s  Ibe  ItKml 
authority  tixeU  by  t-ectlon  t»ev©n  of  The  Ele- 
njontnry  Kilumtion  Act,  187*5/'— (Af a  Hohmn.) 

Question  proposed. 
*'  'That  thnf*e  wonls  Ije  there  iMlded/' 


ance  by  the  bye  lawf*  of  the  lo<ml  authority  |  will  be  of  gi'eal  fidvantage  to  the  child 
shall  not  l*e  reiiuire*!  to  attt^ml  kcIhmiI  iihuii  With  regard  to  the  parent,  I  believe  the 
than  two   huntUe^l  and    lifiy   iinies    in  any    ^^^enilmont    ^^n\\    remove    nil    imniensG 

y^f:    .  ,      .       .    II. xr_  .  „ . ..  i„„  i..„.    ciiiise   of  eontiinml  friction  between  the 

piront  and  the  school  attendance  officer. 
Many   of  the  parents   have  to   struggle 
for  existence  in   rural  districts,  and  this 
Amendment,   if   worked   well,  will  have 
regard   to  their   feelin^^s,   instincts,   and 
if  you  like  tboir  prejudices.     At  present 
the  parents  have  the  school   attendaticc 
otficer    always     at     their     clliow.      The 
I  present  Amondrnetit  will  give  them  a  clear 
♦Sir WILLIAM  HART  DYKP:(KentJ  p^j.i^^|  ^f  the  year   in   which   allowance 
Dartford) :  I  have  listened  with  pleasure    ^^j  |,^  ^^^^.j^.  f^^^  xhQ\Y  children's  absence 
to  the  excellent  statement  of   the   hon.  :  f^Qu^  school,  and  it  will  enable  them  to 
and   learned   Gentlemaiu      There   is   no  |  jqq\^^  clear  and  definite  arrangements  for 
doubt,   at  the   first  blush  and    the   fii-st    ,.|^gjp  chddren's  education,   and   also   for 
examination  of  these  proposals,  that  they    ^^^\^.  being  enabled  to  earn  money.     As 
are  essentially  a  new  development  of  our   regards  the  State,   I  believe  the  amend- 
educational  system.     To  my   niirid  they  |  m^nt  wull  be  valuable   not  only  to  the 
are  none  the  worse  for  it,  if  they  are  in  j  ^j^tise  of  education  in  general,  but  it  will 
the  right  direction,  and  although  we  have  '  r^niove    the    large    airotmt    of    friction 
hail  itiatiy  dia<iuisitions  as  to  the  benefit    ^<^^^\  difficulty  which  now  exists  between 
or  otherwise  of  the  half-time  system,  we  '  j^j^^  central  departtuent  and  the  rumi  dis- 
have  now  at  all  events  before  us,  a  con-    tricts.     I  am  boutid  to  say  that  in  rural 
Crete  case  for  discussion  ami  a  very  itn- 1  districts  1  have  found  the  strongest  objec- 
portant  one,  which  1  ventiue  to  think  will  |  ^j^jjj  ^^  -^j^y  i^\^i^  of  the  over-education  of 
have  a  verv  considerable  bearing  on  the   children.     I  remember  once  attending  a 
e<lucatiijnal  future  of  this  country,    I  rise    meeting  to  open  a  large  8ch*>ol  in  a  dis- 
to  support  the  Amendment  heartily.     I    trict  in  England,  and  1  was  attacked  on 
support   it    from    cvcr\'   point   of   \icw,  |  ^\^^  platform  because  I  advocated  tech- 
iiot  only  as  one  much   mixed   up   with  i  ^{^.^\    education.       Again,    this    scheme 
educational    affairs,   but    also  from    my    would  overcome  the  enormous  amount  of 
own    knowledge    of    \il!age    rural    life  J  ppejm|j(.o    h^w    existing.       Parents    and 
Mucationally,  socially  and  otherwise,  I    children  w*>idd  know  what  demands  w^ere 
think  it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  I  niade  upon  them,  and  the  employer  woidd 
The  great  thing  we  have  to  consider  after  |  ^x^^y  know  when  he  coidd  count  on  get- 
all  is  the  success  of  this  proposed  change,  I  ^[j^g  labour   on   his   farm.     I   believe  it 
and  if  we  only  could  secure  that,  we  ought    vvould  1>e  of  great  advantage  to  our  farmers 
all  to  go  into  the  lobby  to  support  it.     I    to  know  when  they  could  command  such 
think  tliere  are  many  chances  in  favour    i^ibour.  It  is  most  important  to  remove  the 
of  its  complete  success.      What  will  be    friction  which  exists  between  parents  and 
the  effects  on  the  child,  the  parent  and  j  school  attendance  officers.    1  know,  from 
the  Suite  f     First,  let  us  take  the  child    j^y    o^n    personal    knowledge,    that    a 
upon  whom  the  experiment  is  to  be  Tiiade.    wQjiijjn   and  her   children   in   Kent   can 
The  condition  of  the  child  in  an  agricub  ;  ^arn  during  the  fruit-picking  season  from 
tural   village,   whatever  the   agricultural    :iOs.   to  ;35s.  a  week.     It  can   easily  be 
industry     surrounding     him     may      be,    understotxl  how  any  family  earning  that 
%vhether    it    be    corn    growing   or   fruit    amount  can  defy  the  schoc^l  attendance 
growing,    is   at  present   most  hazardous    committee,  and  pay  the  iines  imposed  for 
an<l   imcerUin.     He  never   knows  wheu  ;  non-attendance.      I    hope  this   Bill   will 
be  may  be  called  into  the  field  to  scare  '  pass,  and  belie^-ing  that  it  will  do  much 
away  '  rooks    or   hustled   suddenly    into  i  for  the  future  of  elementary  education  in 
school.    The  amendmetit  removes  at  once  |  this  country,  1  will  give  this  amendment 
this  terrible  uncertainty,  and  in  a^ldition    j^y  most  hearty  support. 


gives  the  child  a  chance  of  two  more 
^ears  of  school  Hfe,  not  spread  over  the 
year  in  the  present  haphazard  fashion, 
but  reatricted  to  certain  periods.  That 
VOL.  LXXIL       [Fourth  Series.] 


MA.fOB  KASCH  (Essex,  S,E.) :  1  never 
thought  that  I  should  have  the  honour  of 
addressing  this  Committee  in  favour  of  the 


{COMMONS} 


proposal  of  a  bigher  school  age  in  niral 
districts  on  this  paiticiilar  day  of  the 
year.  But  my  honourable  and  learned 
Friend  the  Nlember  for  *Soiith  Shields 
has  so  re-organised  his  proposal  that  it 
is  posbible  for  us  to  find  salvation  in  his 
viewa^  and  do  our  best  to  support  him. 
I  also  imagine  that  the  proposal  is  accep- 
table to  the  Vice-President  of  the  Coun- 
cil, who,  I  find,  has  not  shown  himself  so 
hostile  to  agricultural  interests  fis  I 
thought  he  was.  As  I  understand  the 
proposal,  it  is  that  children  are  to  be 
allowed  to  go  to  school  in  the  wint4?T  and 
to  pick  up  some  useful  education  in  the 
summer.  In  the  opinion  of  many  of  us 
in  agrieulturrd  districts,  the  raising  of 
the  ago  of  compulsory  attendance  has 
gone  far  enough.  AMiat  we  ha%'e  to  con- 
tend against  in  the  Ea>itern  Coutities  is 
not  so  much  low  prices,  high  rates,  and 
foreign  competition,  as  the  dearth  of 
agricultural  labour  and  the  depopulation 
of  the  rural  districts,  I  am  not  exagger- 
ating when  I  say  there  are  many  tovs^ns 
iTi  the  Plastern  Counties  where  the  popula- 
tion is  less  than  it  was  in  the  time  of  the 
Stuarts,  and  still  less  than  in  the  Middle 
Ages.  A  neighbour  of  my  own  had 
recently  to  give  up  his  farm  because  he 
could  not  get  labour  ;  and  the  dearth  of 
labour  is  caused  by  forcing  the  pace  of 
education.  One  of  my  constituents, 
owing  to  the  impossibility  of  getting 
lalwur,  has  been  forced — it  sounds  rather 
absurd — to  milk  his  cows  with  a  gas 
engine.  I  am  sorry  for  the  cows,  but  it 
is  absolutely  the  case.  Agricultural 
labour  lias  gone  up  something  like  '20  per 
cent,  and  things  are  much  worse  in  the 
agricultural  districts  than  they  were  fi\e 
years  ago.  We  had  the  Agricultural 
Rating  Act,  but  if  you  take  half-a-crown 
outof  one  pocket  of  a  man  and  put  sixpence 
into  anoiher  pocket,  he  does  not  gain  any 
moral  or  material  benefit.  At  the  risk  of 
incurring  the  epithet  which  the  honour- 
able  Member  for  Fife  in  one  of  his  highly 
elaborated  witticisms  threw  at  our  heads 
the  other  day,  of  being  a  *'  Tony  Lum[>- 
kin/'  I  have  ventured  to  lay  before  the 
Committee  my  views,  which  are  also  the 
views  of  my  constituents,  as  to  the 
absolute  state  of  the  case  with  reference 
to  the  depopulation  of  the  rural  districts. 

Mk.  JlvFFREYS:  I  flo  not  like  the 
age  being  raised,  but  as  the  House,  on 
the  Second  KeafUng  df  the  Bill,  decided 
that  it  should  be  raised,  t  fe^iT  f:h«t  we 


must  make  the  best  of  it.  1  am  glad  ih« 
hon,  and  learneil  McmlKsr  has  propo&ed 
this  Amendment,  After  what  has  bea 
said,  not  only  by  him,  but  also  hf 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  >[eml»er  hur 
Dartford,  and  my  hon.  and  eallaut  Friemi 
the  Member  for  South-East  Essex,  I  think 
the  Committee  will  see  there  is  a  gre«l 
deal  of  unanimity  on  this  qiiostion.  M 
the  Amendment  originally  stood,  I  thoa^t 
we  were  getting  nothing  in  the  way  of  i 
concession,  and  I  therefore  put  ilo^rn  ■ 
another  Amendment.  In  th«*  model  bT^  I 
laws  issued  by  the  Department  uncW  ^ 
Section  74  of  the  Elementary  Education 
Aet^  it  is  stated  that  children  between 
the  ages  of  1 1  and  1 3  yearn  of  age,  who 
sh:dl  be  beneficiaily  employ€?d  tc»  the 
satisfaction  of  the  local  authority,  ^hAll 
not  be  obliged  to  attend  school  for  mow 
than  150  attendances  in  e^ich  year,  aiti 
when  1  put  down  200  attendances  I  wai 
therefore  giving  50  more  than  wcne 
aU'eady  allowed.  But,  as  the  hfjit 
Gentleman  considers  that  250  ia  » 
reasonable  number,  I  \n\\  not  move  mr 
Amendment.  I  may  tpialify  what  I 
have  said,  however,  by  hoping  that  we 
shall  not,  next  year,  or  in  sueeessivt 
years,  be  forced  to  raise  the  age.  Wc  art 
gradually  creeping  up.  A  few  years  ago 
it  was  10  years,  now  it  is  11,  and  ihii 
Bill  proposes  to  make  it  12,  I  jun  idrnd 
education  is  incurring  the  hostility  no! 
only  of  the  farmers  but  also  of  the  work- 
ing classes  of  this  country,  for  maoj 
labouring  men  object  to  the  ouforced 
attendance  at  school  of  children  who  aw 
able  to  earn  a  little.  I  otdy  hope  tbc 
Amendment  will,  as  suggested,  keep  the 
children  on  the  land  instead  of  their 
flocking  to  the  towns  as  at  present.  If 
it  does  that,  agriculttuists  will  f>ut  art 
with  the  extra  year. 

Mr,  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  \V.):i 
am  very  loth  to  disturb  the  unanimity  d 
the  Committee,  but  1  ventui-c  to  think 
that,  in  hia  desire  to  be  conciliatorv,  my 
honouraltle  and  learned  Friend  has'goei« 
too  far.  The  normal  number  of  atti^nd- 
ances  is  420,  and  the  Edti cation  Depart- 
ment declines  to  give  a  grant  to  aoj 
school  not  open  400  times  in  the  year. 
My  honourable  Friend  proposed  to  rcMlnc^ 
the  number  to  300  attcnrlajices,  but  whrn 
he  further  reduces  it  to  250  I  feol  boimil 
to  make  a  protest,  and  to  say  that  if  a 
chance  is  ottered  fne  I  shall  divide  agaiiiit 
the  proposal. 
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Captain  BETH  ELL  (York,  E.  11, 
Holderneas)  :  The  Amendmeni  having 
received  the  support  of  my  riglit  honour- 
able Friend  the  Member  for  Dartfonl,  I 
would  wish  to  suggest  an  AmcndmeiU 
in  detaiL  The  honourable  and  learned 
Gentlemiui  proposes  that  the  local  au 
thority  for  any  rural  district  may  have 
power  to  fix  the  minimum  age*  I  wish 
to  suggest  to  the  Committee  that  it  would 
be  better  that  the  County  Council  of  any 
county  should  exercise  the  power.  The 
Countv-  Council  would  exercise  it  more 
impartially,  and  would  consider  the  de- 
mands of  any  portion  of  the  area  con- 
cerned. Its  members  are  drawn  from 
vaiying  classes,  and  from  a  much  wider 
area,  and,  I  think,  for  that  reason  alone, 
it  would  be  the  better  authonty.  But, 
above  all,  I  would  suggest  to  the  Vice- 
President  that  the  House  of  Commons 
has  accepterl  the  proposal  that  County 
C^juiicils  should  have  a  great  deal  to  do 
with  educational  questions  in  the  future. 
Theauthority  proposed tobe  wielded tuider 
the  Aniendmont  is  legislative,  and  not  ad- 
ministrative, and  I  would  suggest  that  it 
would  bu  bettor  wielded  by  the  County 
Cotuicil  than  by  the  local  authorities.  I 
do  not  know  what  arguments  induced 
the  honourable  and  learned  Member  to 
put  in  *'  the  lotial  authonty  for  any  rural 
disLriet/*but  I  hope  he  will  be  good  enough 
to  coujiider  the  arguments  I  have  urged. 
I  would  also  be  glad  if  the  Yiee -President 
ji'ould  give  his  views,  especially  with  re- 
Vience  to  the  second  consideration-  The 
V  mend  men  t  I  propose  to  move  is  to 
Dave  out  "  the  local  authority  for  any 
linil  district,''  and  to  substitute  the 
rords  "  the  County  Council  of  any 
oiint3%"  It  might  tie  said  that  agri- 
Ill  turists  are  obstinate  with  reference 
D  education t  but  educationalists  also 
■oietimes  display  obstinacy  and  dog- 
Litism. 

f  Anieiulment  proposed  to  the  propo&od 
LTTicndnieirt,  in  lino  1,  to  leave  out  the 
''ords  **  locul  authonty  for  any  rural 
istrict,"  in  orcier  to  insert  words  *' county 
outicil  of  any  coiuity.''-  if''fufninJJetJu;lL) 

Question  proposed : 

''That  tlw  wonls*  pro[ic>^eJ  to  l>e  left  out 
^9).nii  i»art  of  the  (iropoHiid  ATiieiulritent.'* 

Sir  J.  GORHT:^  I  hope  my  honour- 
t>lc  and  gallant  Friend  will  not  pre«« 
^is  jVmendment.  I  naturally  had  some 
r»iir«   in   the  authcirship  of   the  Bill  of 


I  1896,  and  I  was  extremely  favourable  to 
the  county  council  as  the  educational 
authority ;  hut  this  is  a  very  burning 
question,    and    if   it  is   introduced    into 

'  the  discussion  on  this  Bill  I  am  afraid 
we  have  no  chance  of  getting  through 
our  labours  before  the  end  of  the  session  ; 
I  therefore  hope  my  honourable  and 
gallant  Friend  will  take  the  authority  as 
it  exists  in  the  Bill,  and  not  raise  the 
general  question  of  educational  authority. 

*  Mr.  grant  LAWSON  (York,  N.R 
Thirsk) :  I  also  join  in  the  appeal  to  the 
honourable  and  gallant  Member  not  to 
press  the  Amendment,  In  many  county 
councils  the  agricultural  members  are  in 
a  vory  small  minority,  and  would  not  be 
able  to  make  their  influence  felt* 

CAin-AlN  BETHELL  :  In  deference  to 
the  views  of  the  Vice-President  I  will 
not  press  the  Amendment. 

A  mend  mo  nt  to  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment by  leave  withdrawn. 

On'ginaf  Question  again  proposed. 

Mil  GEORGE  WHITELEY  :  I  move 
that  the  word  "- rural'*  in  the  first  line 
of  tlds  Amendment  be  onu'tted.  In  order 
to  make  clear  to  the  Committee  the  object 
of  my  proposal,  I  may  say  that  I  intend 
to  move  later  to  omit  the  wonla 
*' to  be  employed  in  agriculture  "  in  order 
to  insert  **  not  employed  in  any  factory 
or  workshop."  I  do  not  move  my  Amend- 
ment in  any  hostile  spirit  to  the  agrieul- 
tural  interest.  In  my  humble  judgment 
the  original  Amendment  is  not  only  an 
attempt  but  a  too  successful  attempt  to 
square  the  agricultural  Members,  anrl 
those  of  us  who  are  not  occupied  in  that 
industry  or  connected  with  it  are  to 
be  the  Jonahs  to  be  thrown  overboard, 
I  was  very  much  interested  in  the 
speech  of  the  honourable  and  gallant 
Member  for  South-cast  Essex,  because 
when  I  moved  the  rejection  of  the  second 
reeling  of  this  measure  he  was  my 
seconder.  What  a  state  of  backsliding  has 
now  occurred  J  He  informed  us  in  his 
speech  of  a  few  interesting  facts.  He 
told  us  of  one  farmer  who  had  to  milk 
his  cows  with  a  gas  engine.  I  am  glad  it 
was  not  a  water  engine.  He  informed  us 
he  had  found  salvation  in  the  Amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  honourable  and 
learned  Member  for  South  Shields,  but  I 
think  his  position  is  not  one  in  which  to 
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rejoice.  The  object  of  my  Amendment 
is  to  extend  the  operation  of  the  honour- 
able and  liearned  gentleman's  Amendment 
to  all  half-timers,  not  half-timers  under 
the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act.  It 
practically  admits  all  half-timers  at  the 
age  of  11  provided  they  have  made 
attendances  to  the  very  small  number  of 
250.  The  half-timers  not  included  in  the 
Factories  and  Workshops  Act  number 
55,000,  and  if  they  were  subdivided  I 
think  I  would  not  be  very  long  in  esti- 
mating that  half  of  them  are  employed  in 
agriculture  and  the  other  half  employed 
in  other  occupations  which  do  not  come 
under  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act. 
There  is  a  demand  for  the  services  of 
these  children  at  certain  periods,  and  they 
may  be  able  to  earn  a  pittance  which 
would  be  a  very  great  benefit  to  their 
parents  and  themselves.  Take  the  boys 
employed  in  country-houses  during  the 
three  months  in  the  autumn.  Thuy  are 
employed  as  errand  boys  and  in  connec- 
tion with  shooting.  Why  should  every 
other  class  of  l>oy  be  excluded  from  the 
Amendment  in  order  that  the  agricultural 
boy  should  be  included  ?  If  my  honour- 
able friend  sees  his  way  to  adopt  this 
Amendment  it  would  apply  not  only  to 
agricultural  children  but  also  to  children 
employed  in  occupations  other  than  in 
factories  and  workshops.  I  venture  to 
press  this  Amendment  and  I  shall  cer- 
tainly take  it  to  a  division. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment :  In  line  1,  to  leave  out  the 
word  "  rural." — {Mr.  George  JFldteley). 

Question  proposed  : 

"That  the  word  'riirar  stand  jmrt  of  tlie 
projiOHed  Aniendnient :" 

Caitain  PRETYMAN  :  I  hope  we 
shall  not  further  discuss  this  par- 
ticular Amendment,  as  it  was  not 
before  us  on  the  Second  Reading. 
On  the  general  question,  we  quite  recog- 
nise that  the  honourable  and  learned 
Uentleman  is  anxious  to  meet  the  neces- 
sities of  agriculturists — 

*The  chairman  :  The  honourable 
Member  must  confine  himself  to  the 
Amendment  which  has  been  moved  to 
the  Amendment. 

Captain  PRETYMAN:  As  regards 
this  particular  Amendment  I  think  there 
are  objections  to  it.  In  order  to  make  it 
"'    George  JVlntehy. 


operative  at  all,  we  must  give  sufficient 
inducement  to  school  attendance  com- 
mittees to  adopt  it.  The  honourable 
and  learned  Member  who  moved  the 
Amendment  said  it  would  increase  the 
amount  of  education  in  rural  districts  by 
25  per  cent.  But  will  the  school  attend- 
ance committees  be  given  a  sufficient  in- 
ducement to  bring  this  Act  into  opera- 
tion ?  I  think  it  is  extremely  doubtful. 
The  honourable  and  learned  Member 
seems  to  assume  that  under  this  Amend- 
ment children  will  be  able  to  attend 
school  in  winter,  and  be  absent  in  sum- 
nter — 

♦The  CHAIRMAN :  Order,  order !  The 
honourable  Member  is  not  now  discussing 
the  Amendment  to  omit  the  word  **  rural. 

Captain  PRETYMAN :  I  will  state  my 
arguments  on  the  original  Amendment.  * 

Mr.  CRIPPS  (Gloucester,  Stroud):  I 
only  wish  to  raise  a  technical  point.  Does 
the  honourable  arid  learned  Member  mean 
by  the  words  "  rural  district "  the  Rural 
District  Council  ?  because  if  so  he  will 
exclude  a  large  number  of  farmers.  What 
are  technically  called  url)an  districts  very 
often  contain  large  rural  areas,  and  it  cer- 
tainly seems  to  me  that  the  retention  of 
the  word  "  rural "  would  limit  the  effect 
of  the  Amendment  beyond  what  is  in- 
tended by  the  honourable  and  learned 
Member. 

Sir  JOHN  LUBBOCK  (London  Uni- 
versity) :  I  venture  to  suggest  to  the 
honourable  Member  for  Stockport  that  he 
should  not  press  the  consideration  of  his 
Amendment  at  the  present  moment,  but 
that  he  should  ask  the  Vice-President  to 
give  it  consideration  before  the  next  stage 
of  the  Bill.  I  am  so  anxious  that  the  Bill 
should  pass  that  I  hope  the  question  of 
the  number  of  attendances  will  not  be  re- 
opened. The  Clause  may  not  be  exactly 
ideal,  but  it  is  something  of  a  compromise 
which  my  honourable  and  learned  Friend 
in  charge  of  the  Bill  has  very  wisely  put 
down  to  meet  honourable  Members  on 
this  side,  and  which  seems  to  be  generaUv 
acceptable.  I  should  think  it  is  not 
necessary  to  press  the  matter  fiuliher. 

Sir    J.    GORST :     I    think   that  the 
word  "  rural  "  is  really  not  necessary,  i 
long  as  we  keep  the  word  "  agriculture  **  i 
further  on  in  the  Amendment. 
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iMii.  IIOBSON  :  I  was  about  to  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  making  an  observation 
which  has,  however,  been  now  sufficiently 
made  by  the  Vice-President.  I  think  the 
word  "  rural  "  might  be  omitted. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE  :  The  omis- 
sion of  "  rural  "  will  put  us  in  a  difficulty 
when  we  get,  later  on  in  the  Clause,  to 
the  words  "  employed  in  agriculture."  If 
the  word  "  rural  "  is  left  out,  it  will  be  an 
extremely  difficult  matter  to  determine 
who  will  be  held  to  be  engaged  in 
agriculture,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to 
provide  some  definition  as  to  what  the 
words  really  mean.  I  am  not  at  liberty 
to  discuss  that  now,  but  it  opens  a  very 
wide  question.  I  would  suggest  to  the 
honourable  and  learned  Gentleman  that, 
if  the  proposal  should  be  workable  at  all, 
the  word  "  rural  "  is  to  be  kept  in. 


iMii.  GRANT  LAWSON :  My  noble 
friend  who  has  just  spoken  has  forgotten 
the  distinction  which  has  been  already 
made  in  the  Act  of  1896.  I  only  wish  to 
say  on  the  Amendment  that,  if  an  agri- 
culturist has  the  misfortune  to  live  in  an 
urban  district,  that  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  abandon  him. 


*Mk.  TOMLINSON  :  It  has  been  put 
to  me  as  a  very  great  hardship  that  girls 
are  not  allowed  to  go  on  half  time  for 
the  purpose  of  assisting  the  domestic 
work  of  the  household.  P^ucation  carried 
beyond  a  certain  point  tends  to  unfit  girls 
for  domestic  duties,  and  domestic  life,  and 
if  a  system  could  be  adopted  by  which 
girls  could  devote  half  their  time  to 
learning  domestic  habits  which  would 
probably  be  most  necessary  for  them  in 
after  life,  whilst  carrying  on  their  educa- 
tion with  the  other  half,  it  would  be 
conferring  on  them  a  very  great  benefit. 

Major  RASCH:  The  honourable 
Member  for  Stockport  has  just  reproved 
me  for  supporting  the  Amendment.  My 
position  is  absolutely  the  same  whenever 
agricultural  interests  are  concerned.  We 
have  often  asked  for  bread  and  have  been 
offered  a  stone,  and  have  been  lucky  if 
the  stone  were  not  cast  at  our  heads. 
We  have  had  this  Amendment  offered  to 
us ;  it  will  be  of  some  practical  use  to 
us,  and  we  are  not  ashamed  to  accept  it 


Question,  "  That  the  word  *  rural  stand 
part  of  the  Amendment,"  put  and  nega- 
tived. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  pro- 
posed Amendment :  In  line  3,  to  leave 
out  the  words  "to  be  employed  in 
agriculture,"  in  order  to  insert  the  words 
"  not  employed  in  any  factory  or  work- 
shop " — (Mr.  George  IFhUeky)  —  instead 
thereof. 

Question  proposed, 

"  That  the  words  *  to  Ije  employed  in  agri- 
cultare'  stand  part  of  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment." 

xMr.  GEORGE  AVHITELEY:  I  quite 
agree  that  the  word  **  rural  "  is  not  neces- 
sary at  all ;  but  the  words  I  now  propose 
will  make  the  Amendment  much  more 
workable.  It  will  create  less  friction  and 
difficulty,  and  will  enable  a  large  class  of 
children  during  the  summer  months  to 
earn  full  wages  instead  of  half-time  wages 
as  at  present.  I  appeal  to  the  honourable 
and  learned  Member  as  to  whether  he 
cannot  accept  the  Amendment. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE:  I  would 
ask  my  right  honourable  friend  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Council  what  is  his  con- 
ception of  the  word  "  agriculture  "  in  this 
connection.  We  are  engaged  in  passing 
an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  we  have  got  to 
be  exact.  I  suppose  it  will  be  the  duty 
of  the  magistrates  to  say  what  children 
are  or  are  not  engaged  in  agriculture.  I 
wish  to  know  what  would  be  the  advice 
of  the  Vice-President  as  to  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  word.  For  example,  would 
driving  a  herd  to  market  be  agriculture ; 
if  so,  would  helping  to  keep  the  beasts  in 
order  in  the  market  place  be  agriculture ; 
would  feeding  chickens  be  agriculture; 
and  if  not,  why  not?  I  want  to  know 
where  the  honourable  and  learned  gentle- 
man would  draw  the  line  ;  I  think  an  Act 
of  Parliament  ought  to  be  precise,  and 
ought  to  give  more  guidance  as  to  what 
it  means.  I  would  ask  my  right  honour- 
able friend,  whose  business  it  will  be  to 
administer  this  Act,  or  who  at  any  rate 
j  will  have  to  give  advice  in  its  adminis- 
I  tration,  to  say  what  he  considers  to  be 
I  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  agriculture." 

I  Sir  J.  GORST  :  If  Parliament  should 
pass  the  scheme    in  its  present  form  it 

I  would  be  for  the  magistrates  to  determine 
what  is  meant  by  "  agriculture."    As  to 
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rejoice.  The  object  of  my  Amendment 
is  to  extend  the  operation  of  the  honour- 
able and  learned  gentleman's  Amendment 
to  all  half-timers,  not  half-timers  under 
the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act.  It 
practically  admits  all  half-timers  at  the 
age  of  11  provided  they  have  made 
attendances  to  the  very  small  number  of 
250.  The  half-timers  not  included  in  the 
Factories  and  Workshops  Act  number 
55,000,  and  if  they  were  subdivided  I 
think  I  would  not  be  very  long  in  esti- 
mating that  half  of  them  are  employed  in 
agriculture  and  the  other  half  employed 
in  other  occupations  which  do  not  come 
under  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act. 
There  is  a  demand  for  the  services  of 
these  children  at  certain  periods,  and  they 
may  be  able  to  earn  a  pittance  which 
would  be  a  very  great  benefit  to  their 
parents  and  themselves.  Take  the  boys 
employed  in  country-houses  during  the 
three  months  in  the  autumn.  They  are 
employed  as  errand  boys  and  in  connec- 
tion with  shooting.  Why  should  every 
other  class  of  boy  be  excluded  from  the 
Amendment  in  order  that  the  agricultural 
boy  should  be  included?  If  my  honour- 
able friend  sees  his  way  to  adopt  this 
Amendment  it  would  apply  not  only  to 
agricultural  children  l)ut  also  to  children 
employed  in  occupations  other  than  in 
factories  and  workshops.  I  venture  to 
press  this  Amendment  and  I  shall  cer- 
tainly take  it  to  a  division. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment :  In  line  1,  to  leave  out  the 
word  "  rural." — (Mr.  George  JVlntfhnj), 

Question  proposed  : 

"That  the  wor<l  *  rural'  stand  part  of  the 
pro|K)se(l  Ainendinent :' 

Caitatn  PRETYMAN  :  I  hope  we 
shall  not  further  discuss  this  par- 
ticular Amendment,  as  it  was  not 
l^efore  us  on  the  Second  Reading. 
On  the  general  (juesticm,  we  quite  recog- 
nise that  the  honourable  and  learned 
(Tcntleman  is  anxious  to  meet  the  neces- 
sities of  agriculturists — 

*TiiE  CHAIRMAN :  The  honourable 
Member  must  confine  himself  to  the 
Amendment  which  has  been  moved  to 
the  Amendment. 

Captain  PRETYMAX:  As  regards 
this  particular  Amendment  I  think  there 
are  objections  to  it.  In  order  to  make  it 
Mr,  Geanje,  Jfniitehjj. 


\  operative  at  all,  we  must  give  suffici* 

I  inducement  to  school   attendance   c( 

;  mittees    to   adopt  it.       The    honoura 

,  and    learned   Member    who    moved  i 

■  Amendment  said  it  would    increase  i 

'  amount  of  education  in  rural  districts 

I  25  per  cent.     But  will  the  school  attei 

ance  committees  be  given  a  sufficient 

ducement  to  bring  this  Act  into  ope 

;  tion  ?     I  think  it  is  extremely  doubti 

The    honourable    and    learned    Meml 

seems  to  assume  that  under  this  Amei 

ment    children   will   be    able    to   atte 

school  in  winter,  and  be  absent  in  so 

mer — 

i  ♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  Order,  order !  T 
honourable  Member  is  not  now  discussi 
the  Amendment  to  omit  the  word  "  nin 

Captain  PRETYMAN  :  I  will  stete  i 
arguments  on  the  original  Amendment 

Mr.  CRIPPS  (Gloucester,   Stroud) 

only  wish  to  raise  a  technical  point.     IH 

,  the  honourable  arid  learned  Member  me 

by  the  words  "  niral  district "  the  Ku 

District  Council  ?  because   if   so  he  i 

exclude  a  large  number  of  farmers.    AVI 

,  are  technically  called  urhan  district*  ve 

;  often  contain  large  rural  areas,  and  it  c 

j  tainly  seems  to  me  that  the  retention 

'  the  word  "rural"  would   limit  the  eft 

of  the  Amendment  beyond    what  is  i 

tended  by  the  honourable  and   leam 

Member. 

I      Sir  JOHN  LUBBOCK  (I^ndon  Xi 

I  versity) :    I  venture   to   suggest  to  ti 

I  honourable  Member  for  Stockport  that  I 

'  should  not  press  the  consideration  of  l 

:  Amendment  at  the  present  moment,  bi 

I  that  he  should  ask  the  Vice-President  i 

give  it  consideration  before  the  next  sta| 

;  of  the  Bill.     I  am  so  anxious  that  the  B 

i  should  pass  that  I  hope  the  question  - 

i  the  number  of  attendances  will  not  be  r 

opened.     The  Clause  may  not  be  exict 

ideal,  but  it  is  something  of  a  comproini 

which  my  honourable  and  learned  Friei 

in  charge  of  the  Bill  has  very  wisely  p 

down  to  meet   honourable    Members  < 

this  side,  and  which  seems  to  be  geneni 

acceptable.      I    should    think    it   is  d 

j  necessary  to  f)re8s  the  matter  further. 

Sir  j.  (IORST:  I  think  that  d 
I  word  "rural"  is  really  not  necessarr,' 
I  long  as  we  keep  the  word  "  agrieultiu* 
I  further  on  in  the  Amendment. 
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Mil.  KOBSON  :  I  was  about  to  rise 
for  th^  purpose  of  making  an  observation 
which  has»  however,  Wm  now  sufficiently 
made  by  the  Vice-President.  I  think  the 
woiil  '*  rural  "  might  bo  omitted. 


Chihltrn  Bill 


4!3 


Viscount  CRAXBORNE  :  The  omis- 
sion of  **  j'ural  "  mil  put  us  in  a  difficulty 
when  we  get,  later  on  in  the  Claui^e,  to 
the  words  "  employed  in  apiculture."  If 
the  word  "  rural  "  in  left  out,  it  will  bo  an 
extremely  difficult  matter  to  determine 
who  will  be  held  to  be  engaged  in 
agriculture,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to 
provide  so  rue  definitiou  as  to  what  the 
won! a  really  mean.  I  am  not  at  liberty 
to  discuss  that  now,  but  it  opens  a  very 
wifle  question .  I  wouhl  suggest  to  the 
honourable  and  learn ixl  Gentleman  that, 
if  the  proposal  should  be  workable  at  all, 
the  word  **  rural  "  is  to  be  kept  in. 

Mr.  grant  LAW80N  :  My  noble 
fnend  who  hiis  just  s]x>kcn  has  forgotten 
the  ilistinetion  which  has  been  already 
made  in  the  Act  of  1896.  I  only  wish  to 
say  on  the  Amendment  that,  if  an  agri- 
culturist has  the  misfortune  to  live  in  an 
urban  district,  that  is  no  reason  why  we 
tihould  abandon  him. 


*MiL  TOMLINSON:  It  has  been  put 
to  me  as  a  very  great  hanJship  that  girls 


Quest ion»  **  That  the  word  *  rural  stand 
part  of  the  Amendment,''  put  and  nega- 
tived. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  pro- 
posed Amendment :  In  line  3,  to  leave 
out  the  words  **  to  be  employed  in 
agriculture,^'  in  order  to  insert  the  words 
'*  not  employed  in  any  factory  or  work- 
shop "— ( J//V  Gcanje  fVhitcPt/}  —  instead 
thereof. 

Question  proposed, 

*'  That  the  wonls  '  to  l>e  euipkiyed  in  agri- 
culture' atauil  part  of  tUe  proiKjij^ed  Auieml- 
ment." 

Mk.  GEORGE  WHITELEY :  I  quite 
agree  that  the  word  ''  rural  *'  is  not  neces- 
sary at  all  ]  but  the  words  I  now  propose 
will  make  the  Amendment  ranch  more 
workable.  It  will  create  less  friction  and 
ditUculty,  and  will  enable  a  large  class  of 
children  during  the  summer  months  to 
earn  full  wages  instead  of  half-time  wages 
as  at  present.  I  appeal  to  the  honourable 
and  lejirned  iiemljcr  as  to  whether  he 
cannot  acscept  the  Aiuentlment. 

ViscoiNT  CUANBORNE:  I  would 
ask  my  right  honourable  friend  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Council  what  is  his  con- 
ception of  tbe  word  "agriculture  "  in  this 
coruiection.  We  are  engaged  in  passing 
an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  we  have  got  to 
be  exact.     I  suppose  it  will  be  the  duty 


arc  not  allowed  ~to  ^o  on  half  time  for   o^  ^^e  magistrates  to  say  what  children 
the   purpise   of   ti^msiin^    the    domestic  ! '^^.«'/^'' ^^^ 'i<>^^l^K^K^d  ^\\^g^*^^^^^^ 


work  of  the  household,  luhication  carried 
beyond  a  certain  point  tends  to  unHt  girls 
for  domestic  duties,  and  domestic  life,  and 
il  a  system  could  be  adopted  by  which 
girls  could  devote  half  their  time  to 
learning  domestic  habits  which  would 
probaJdy  lie  most  necessary  for  them  in 
jifter  life,  whilst  carrying  on  their  educa- 
tion with  the  other  half,  it  would  be 
conferring  on  them  a  very  great  benefit. 

Majoii     RASCH:      The    honourable 


wish  to  know  what  would  he  the  advice 
of  the  Vice-President  as  to  the  interpreUi- 
tion  of  the  word.  For  example,  would 
driving  a  herd  to  maiket  be  agriculture  ; 
if  so,  would  helping  to  keep  the  beasts  in 
order  in  the  market  place  be  agriculture ; 
would  feeding  chickens  be  agriculture  j 
and  if  not,  why  not?  I  want  to  know 
where  the  honourable  and  learned  gentle- 
man would  draw  the  lino  ;  I  think  an  Act 
of  Parliament  ought  to  Ijc  precise,  and 
ought  to  give  more  guidance  as  to  what 
it  mean^.     I  would  ask  my  right  honour- 


Member  for  Stockport  has  just  reproved  j  al>lo  friend,  whose  business  it  will  be  to 


me  for  supporting  the  Amendment.  My 
position  is  absolutely  the  same  whenever 
sigriculturai  interests  are  concerned.  We 
have  often  asked  for  bread  and  have  been 
oflFered  a  atone,  and  have  been  lucky  if 
the  stone  were  not  east  at  our  heads. 
Wo  have  had  this  Amendment  offered  to 
lis  ;  it  will  be  ui  some  practical  use  to 
us,  and  we  are  not  ashamed  to  accept  it. 


administer  this  Act,  or  who  at  SLny  rate 
will  have  to  give  advice  in  its  adminis- 
tration, to  say  what  ho  considers  to  he 
the  meaning  of  the  word  **  agriculture." 

Sru  J.  GORST  :  If  Parliament  should 
pass  the  scheme  in  its  present  form  it 
would  be  for  the  magistrates  to  determine 
what  is  meant  by  **  agriculture."     As  to 


Edmatu 


{COMMONS} 


Children  JHll 


the  illustrations  which  have  l>een  given 
by  the  noble  Lord,  I  should  think  most 
judges  would  very  easily  deterraine  that 
such    operations    were    connected     with 


the  ] 


matter 
Court. 

Question  put — 

The  Comuiittee 


be  referred  to  the  HJiili 


di\nded  : — Ayes,  245 : 


agriculture.     If  there  is  any  doubt  about  1  Koes»  26.     (Division  List,  No,  162.) 
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Mil  GALLOWAY  (iManchester, 
S,W.) :  I  beg  to  move,  in  line  4,  after 
** agriculture, '  to  m\d  ''or  any  operations 
connected  therewith.'  The  words  I 
suggest  seem  to  me  to  make  the  clause 
more  workahlCj  and  they  will  eover  all 
the  eases  mentioned  by  the  noble  ljt*rd. 
In  etf'ect,  my  jtroposal  will  widen  the  scope 
of  the  Amendment 

Amendment  negatived. 

♦Mr,  GILES  (Cambndgc,  AVisbech) : 
My  objeei  in  phicing  upon  the  paper 
the  Araendnieut  which  stands  in  my  name 
was  to  give  expression  and  effect  to  the 
reaolutions  passed  by  the  Isle  of  Ely 
County  Couneil  and  numerous  other  j 
public  bodies  against  the  Bill.  I  am  , 
\evy  anxiou.?,  and  I  am  sure  a  great 
many  honourable  Members  in  this  House 
are  also  anxious  -in>t  that  education 
shoiibi  be  retarded,  but  improved  ;  and  on 
behalf  of  the  agriculturists  of  North  , 
Camba.  I  reputliate  the  idea  that  farmers 
are  against  education  itself.  What  they 
desire  is  that  education  and  employment 
should  go  hand  In  haiid.  I  shoidd  be 
fHsposod  to  withdraw  my  Amendment  if 
I  thought  the  number  of  attendances 
would  be  fixed  at  *J5l>  iujitcad  of   300» 


and  if  I  thought  sueh  a  proposal  would 
be  accepted  by  honourable  Membera 
opposite,  {r^pposition  cries  of  ^*  Yes.'') 
It  that  is  so,  1  shall  withdraw  my 
Amendment,  for  I  feel  thai  the  con- 
cession which  the  honourable  Member 
for  South  Shields  has  made  is  a  very 
great  one  to  the  agriculturists ;  his 
Amendment  in  their  favour  has  my 
hearty  support,  and  I  believe  It  will  bo 
one  means  of  making  education  more 
popular  in  the  rural  districts. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  line  G,  to  leave 
out  all  after  **  shall/'  and  insert 

'*  be  entitled  to  a  certificate  or  certifiratuH  of 
exemfiti^n  from  attendance  for  any  period  or 
periods*  not  exceeding  three  months  in  all 
durin^^  any  one  ye^tr,  if  it  be  ^bown  to  the 
Wilis  fact  ioo  of  the  local  authority  that  the 
local  authority  that  the  child  \\'ill  obtain 
suitable  employment  during  the  |ierii>d«  of 
exemption,  and  if,  in  the  ot»inion  of  the  local 
authority,  the  chili!  hiis  inade^'fn>d  attendance 
prior  to  such  iieriml." — {Mr,  Gihjt,) 

Question  proposed,  **That  the  words 
proposeil  to  lie  left  out  stand  ^mrt  of  the 
Clause." 

*Mr,  GRAY  (West  ILliii,  X.):  With 
regard  to  this  Amendment,  I  should  like 
to  make  one  observation.     I  am  heartily 
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in  favour  of  ita  principle,  and  I  am  eertain  ' 
it  will  work  well,  but  I  desire  to  ask  the 
Vice-President   of   the   Council   whetht- r 
he   can    faniish    some    estimate    of    the  i 
number  of  attendances  now  actually  made  , 
by  children  who  have  passed  the  exemp-  I 
tion  standard,      I  want  to  see  how  this 
standard   of  250   attendances   will    com- 
pare   with    the    attendances    ma<le    now  I 
hy  children  urtder  similar  cundidons,     I  | 
want  to  draw  attention  to  a  pj^acticaldiffi-  , 
culty  which  is,  that  there  is  no  provision  i 
that  these  '250  attendances  shall  be  made.  ' 
There  is  no  giianmtee  that  these  attend- 
ances will  ever  be  made,  and  I  should  like 
to  know  if  they  are  not  made,  what  steps  j 
the  Education    Department   can  take  to  ' 
firing  any  local  authority  to  book  which 
does  not  secure  that  the  children  in  its 
ilistrict  makes  the  stipulated  number  of 
attendances. 

Colonel  LOCIvWOOD  (Esaex,  Ep- 
ping) :  I  value  this  measure  and  this 
Amendment  not  so  much  for  the  fienetit 
which  it  will  confer  upon  the  rural 
districts,  but  because  it  recognises  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  educa- 
tional movement  that  there  is  to  be  a 
difference  drawn  between  childreu  in  the 
country  districts  and  children  in  the 
urban  districts. 

Captain  PRETYMAN  :  The  average 
age  now  is  aliout  1 1  years  and  6  months 
at  which  a  child  leaves  school,  and  exemp- 
tion  begins  when  the  child  has  attained  a 
certain  age.  The  minimum  age  is  11,  and 
it  is  proposed  to  raise  it  to  12.  The 
Amendment  says— 

'*. Shall  not  \ni  miuireil  to  att^snti  school 
iMort!  than  250  tinier  in  auy  year." 

I  suppose  the  honourable  Member 
means  a  school  year.  It  may  happen  that 
in  October  a  child  at  11  years  and  fi 
months  o!d  jmsses  the  standard  which 
entitles  him  to  exemption,  and  that  child 
Trill  have  made  the  '2^*0  attendances 
which  he  has  to  make  under  this  Amend- 
ment.  He  will,  therefore,  become  free 
to  work  dunng  the  months  of  Novendier, 
December,  January  and  February,  That 
child  will  have  very  little  benefit  indeed^ 
w^hercfis  another  child  would  l>e  able  to  be 
away  for  the  whole  time.  I  think  it  is  right, 
and  in  the  interest  of  the  community,  that 
children  should  be  allowed  to  follow  a 
healthy  outdoor  occupation  during    the 

Ali\  Gray. 


period  they  are  attending  school.  TTiis 
is  a  Bill  which  I  agreed  with  in  principle, 
and  which  I  am  anxious  to  see  passed  into 
law.  We  must,  however,  remember  that 
this  is  an  adoptive  Amendment,  and  if  it 
is  to  be  adopted  by  the  local  authorities  it 
must  be  workable,  and  I  think  it  would  be 
in  the  interests  of  the  country  districts, 
Difliculties  may  of  course  arise  which  will 
require  to  be  discussed  and  be  considered 
hy  the  Education  Department,  and  I 
think  it  is  very  unfortunate  that  a 
measure  of  this  sort  coidd  not  bo  taken  up 
by  the  Education  l)eptirtment.  This 
Amendment  raises  difficult  and  compli- 
cated  points  which  I  hope  the  honourable 
^Icmber  who  has  introduced  the  Bill,  and 
the  Viced^resident  of  chc  Council,  will 
most  carefully  consider  between  this  and 
the  Report  stage.  If  this  is  done  I  think 
it  vrill  bo  a  most  valuable  measure  for  all 
concerned. 

Sra  J.  G0U8T:  It  would  scarcely  be 
possible  within  the  limits  of  the  time  at 
the  dispo.'ial  of  the  Committee  to  discuss 
the  details  of  the  operation  of  the  Amend- 
ment. I  may  say  that  this  Amendment 
has  been  carefully  considered  by  the 
experienced  officials  of  the  Education 
Department  who  are  conversant  with  the 
working  of  the  Education  Acts,  and, 
w  ithout  entering  into  detail,  I  may  say 
that  it  is  their  opinion  that  this  particular 
Amendment  is  workable  ;  and  that  by 
the  byedaws  that  will  be  made  under  it 
the  general  intentions  of  the  Committee 
in  passing  this  Amendment  can  no  doubt 
be  carried  into  effect. 

Question   put,   Amendment  negatived. 
I      Amendment    proposed— in    Clause    1, 
page  1,  line  12,  at  end,  to  add, 

"  I'rovitle*!  alno  that  a  <'Im!<1  Hlmll  li«  »miitlcd 
tu  iihtain  imrlial  exeiiiptiuti  from  sclniol  altoti* 
4uiu  e  (iTi  attniiiiny;  thu  a;;»!  of  twelve  yi^ar?*  if 
surli  t^liild  liiL^  iimiiethriM' liiiii<lri-c|  attendam^tt^ 
in  mit  run  re  ihiin  tw^t  x-huoU  ihirifi;^  carh  year 
for  live  preiredin;'  yejviH  wliether  caiMecutive  or 
not.  *'  — ( Mr,  liu  tit  v t/onL ) 

Sut  J.  (JOltST;  The  Uovcjtiment  are 
willing  to  accept  this  Amendment 

Mr.     GEORGE    WHITELEY :     The 

existing  law  provides  that  a  child  shall 
pass  a  certain  standai-d  of  education  ;  if 
I  you  withdraw  that  child  l)efore  it  obtains 
that  certificate  you  are  deemed  to  be 
acting  in  contravention  of  the  existing 
Act,  and  you  are  liable  to  a  penalty.     It 
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seems  to  mo  that  there  is  Mmw  diliicultv 
with  regaifl  ta  the  prupositiori  of  my 
hoaouraMe  frienri,  ami  unless  the  selection 
I  have  referred  to  iw  ru|R'iilcd  difficulties 
may  erii^Lie, 

Amendment  agreed  to. 


♦COLOXKL  MELLOR:    I  may  cxj>kuri 
very  shortly  the  ubjectof  the  Amendment 

II  Tiow  rise  to  move.  I  think  that  where 
the  bi'al  authority  are  satisfied  as  to  the 
poverty  of  the  parents  they  should  have 
power  to  eiuiljle  a  child  to  be  allowed  to 
work  ball  time.  The  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman  jissures  me  that  the 
present  Act  gives  all  the  protection  needed 
for  poor  families,  the  number  uf  which  he 
appears  to  think  is  very  small     I  believe, 

(however,  that  these  very  poor  parents 
exist  in  greater  numbers  than  honourable 
Members  opposite  suppose.  The  result 
of  my  inquiries  and  the  investigations  I 
have  UKide  lead  me  to  believe  that  this 
Act,  unless  some  saving  clause   of  this 

tkind  is  intnxlnccd,  may  be  made  the 
means  of  cruelty  and  of  injustice  also, 
I^  for  one,  have  always  been  in  favour  of 
raising  the  age  of  children,  provided  that 
some  provision  is  made  for  meeting  such 
difficult  cases  as  are  contemplated  by  my 
i\jnendment^  On  this  question  I  go  much 
further  than  the  National  Union  of 
Teachers,  for  I  have  advocated  the  ex- 
tension of  the  principle  of  compulsion 
not  only  until  13  years  of  age,  but  in 
evening  schools  until  the  age  of  16. 
After  13  a  child  should  only  bo  allowed 
to  work  the  whole  day  up  to  16  on  con- 
dition that  a  limited  number  of  attend- 
ances at  a  night  school  up  to  that  age  was 
insisted  upon.  Under  the  present  system 
I  believe  that  a  great  proportion  of  the 
money  we  spend  on  education  in  so  much 
money  wasted,  and  I  believe  that  uideas 
our  system  nf  elementary  education  la 
followed  up  at  the  night  stihools  it  will  be 
little  use,  and  our  expectations  will  never 
be  realised.  I  must,  therefore,  press  my 
proposal  to  a  division,  although  if  it  can 
Ih3  shown  that  my  contention  is  WTong  I 
will  withdraw  my  proposition,  l^ecause  1 
do  not  want  to  obsti^uct  the  pissing  of 
this  Bill,  whieh  I  lielieve  will  be,  oirthe 
whole,  the  means  of  doing  great  good  to 
he  children. 

Amendment  proposed,  after  the  words 
last  inserted,  to  add  the  wordtt  : 

'  Pro\Hiied  aJ»M3,  tliat  if  it  is  shown  to  the  i 
ttati^factiou  of  the  local  educational  authority  I 


thut  tliii  earning;!-  of  ?iriy  rhihl  uIh>v«^  lUo  Jigi3 
III  1 1  yiiUr>  nm  nvcL-ssjirw  l»y  rea+^oii  uf  the 
poverty  of  the  |>arcnU^,  to  the  luaintotiiineu  vf 
I  he  Hai<l  t'hiM,  the  said  t*thicHtitniiil  iiuthority 
iiiay  ill  siieh  i-a-neH  grant  a  certitit'ate  eveuiptiag 
fiucui  oliiltl  frotn  the  operation  of  this  Act :" — 
[Cofott'I  ^fiUor)  :— 

Question  proposed,  *'That  those  woixls 
be  there  added," 


Mii.  ROBSON  :  In  a  very  few  words  I 
hopfl  I  shall  be  able,  satisfactorily,  to 
meet  the  i>iDint  raised  by  the  honourable 
Member  who  has  moved  this  Amendment. 
I  gather  that  he  accepts  the  statement  of 
the  law  which  I  submitted  by  reference 
to  a  well  known  authority,  where  it  luis 
been  laid  down  that  the  poverty  of  the 
parents  is  a  reasonable  excuse  under  the 
Education  Act  of  1870  for  the  absence  of 
the  cluld  from  school  and  his  presence  at 
w*ork*  There  seems  to  be  an  idea  that 
there  is  an  unconditional  law  of  com- 
pulsion in  England,  but  that  is  not  so. 
There  is  a  law  of  compulsion,  but  it 
depends  upon  the  absence  of  a  reasonable 
excuse,  and  the  po\^erty  of  the  parents 
boa  always  been  held  to  be  a  reasonable 
excuse.  The  words  of  the  Bill  are  much 
more  elastic  and  suitable  than  cither  of 
the  two  Amendments  to  deal  with  poor 
parents.  The  honourable  Member  raises 
a  further  point  ;  he  refers  to  the  Factory 
Acts,  and  he  wishes  to  know  how  they 
will  affect  the  case  of  jX)or  parents.  Now 
the  Factory  Acts  forbid  a  child  to  work 
dtiring  the  whole  time  up  to  the  age  of 
13,  but  they  do  allow  him  to  work  half- 
time  up  to  the  age  of  Kl,  provided  that 
a  certificate  of  exemption  from  sehix>l 
attendance  is  olitainccL  The  hon out  able 
Member  says  it  may  be  that  the  educa- 
tional authorities  will  not  be  able  to  fore© 
the  chihl  to  go  to  school  lietwcen  the  ages 
of  11  and  L'i,  and  he  asks  will  a  child  be 
still  able  to  do  so  under  the  Factory  Acts 
lietween  the  ages  of  11  and  13?  Under 
the  Factory  Acts  a  child  c^m  go  to  the 
factory  at  the  age  of  11,  after  my  Bill 
passes,  if  there  is  a  reasonable  excuse  for 
its  exemption  from  school  attendance, 
pro\'idcd  it  produces  a  certihcatc  of 
exemption  from  the  education  authority. 
That  authority,  in  the  cJise  of  a  poor 
chikb  Ciinnot  force  the  parents  to  gend  it 
to  school,  and  in  such  a  ease  the  education 
authority  woiUd  desire  that  the  child 
should  go  to  the  factorv.  It  wuuU  l*e  to 
the  advantage  of  the  education  authority, 
in  such  a  case,  to  give  a  oertiiicate  at  11 
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years  of  iigo,  hy  wliich  the  child  would 
not  only  be  able  to  absent  itself  from 
school  but  could  go  strjiight  to  the  factory. 
1  hope  the  honourable  Alemlier  will  iiceept 
my  assurance  on  this  point  The  view  I 
have  expressed  I  have  arrivt>d  at  after 
a  very  careful  consideration  of  the  law, 
and  I  trust  that  he  will  withdraw  his 
Amendment.  I 


♦Colonel  MELLOK:  I  should  like  to 
have  the  views  of  the  Vice- President  of 
the  Council  on  this  point. 


Sm  J.  G0K8T  :  1  could  not  put  the 
case  more  clearly  than  the  honourable 
Member  op]K>sitc  has  done,  for  his  viewy 
are  entirely  in  accordance  with  those  of 
the  Educiition  Department.  If  the 
honourable  Member  himself  had  not 
risen,  I  was  prepared  to  say  that  the 
Amendment  of  my  honourable  friend, 
though  good  in  principle,  was  ([uite 
unneccasary,  because,  under  the  existing 
law,  everything  he  seeks  to  airry  out  by 
this  Amendment  is  already  provided  for. 


♦Colonel  MELLOU  :  If  the  local 
authority  has  pov^er,  notwithstanding  this 
Act,  to  allow  children  to  work,  it  also  h.is 
power  to  prevent  children  working.  That 
being  so,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  Bill  is 
quite  as  unnecessary  as  the  Amendment. 


*Mu.  T0MUN80N:  If  this  Bill 
passes  without  this  Amendment  there 
will  be  no  power  to  allow  a  child  to  go 
half-time  in  a  fatjtory,  though  he  may  be 
allowed  to  take  up  dcsultury  employment. 


Mil  GEOKGE  WHITELEY  :  I  with- 
drew my  Amendment  earlier  in  the 
diacussion  bec^ause  I  felt  that  this  matter 
would  bo  fully  discussed  at  this  stage,  for 
I  look  upon  this  as  a  very  important 
Amendment  indeed.  I  flo  not  at  all  agi'ee 
with  the  argument  of  the  honourable 
Member  opposite  that  all  the  Tiecessary 

1  provision  is  made  by  the  existing  law. 
I  it  13  pro\idcd  for,  what  harm  can  there 
be  in  irvtrotiucing  thii^  Amendment,  the 
'Offect  of  which  will  l>e  to  make  the  point 
clear  ?  Why  does  the  honourable  Member 
opposite  object  to  having  the  thing  raado 
perfectly  clear  ? 

Mr,  JloltSfjiK 


Mil  K0B80N:  I  do  not  wish  to  iii^ 
troduce  this  Amendment,  becaiwe  it 
would  be  more  cbsadvantageous  to  poor 
parents  than  the  existing  law%  The 
Amendmerit  would  rci|uire  the  poor 
parents  to  make  a  declaration  of  pauper* 
iytn  in  order  to  gain  an  advanttige  which 
they  already  possess  in  a  more  suitable 
form  under  the  existing  law. 

Mil  GEORGE  WHITELEY:  Uepr^ 
senting  here  a  Lancashire  constituency, 
I  am  going  to  do  my  best  in  the 
interests  ol  the  Lancashire  industry.  I 
do  not  think  we  ought  to  he  pressed  to 
withdraw  any  Amendment  which  we 
think  is  fair  and  just,  and  we  do  not  re- 
ganl  thin  Amendment  in  the  light  which 
the  honourable  Memljer  oppiisite  has 
thrown  upon  it.  The  Amendment  has 
all  the  elements  which  should  recnmniend 
it  to  the  Committee^  and  there  never  was 
a  more  reasonable  Amendment  drafted. 
In  cases  where  the  poverty  is  really  so 
gr'cat  that  the  pxrentB  cannot  projxTly 
maintain  a  child,  such  child  shcndd  be 
permitted  to  go  to  work.  Iliere  are, 
no  <loubt,  ciises  existing  where  the  father 
may  be  ill,  and  the  mf>ther  is  obliged  to 
remain  at  home  to  look  after  him.  In 
such  a  case  the  work  of  a  child  is  of  great 
importance,  although  some  honourable 
Members  opposite  apparently  think  that 
half-a-crown  a  week  is  not  much  to  bring 
in.  Such  a  .sum,  however,  is  of  very 
great  importance  in  the  conduct  of  such 
a  household  to  secure  the  means  of  liveli- 
hooib  Are  we  gning  to  say  that  a  child 
shall  not  be  allowed  to  work  nnderanycir- 
cumstances  whatever  ?  I  think  the  hon- 
ourable Member  in  charge  of  this  Bill, 
with  his  great  majority,  ought  not  to 
oppose  this  Amendment,  and  thus  render 
our  position  a  difficult  and  disagrewihle 
one.  As  he  is  strong,  so  he  ought  to  bo 
merciful,  and  he  ought  to  wdthhold  hia 
**  lM)wels  of  compassion  "  somewhat,  I 
do  press  this  nointj  and  I  hope  the 
honourable  Memoer  will  press  his  Amend- 
ment to  a  ili vision,  for  it  is  a  most  impor- 
tant one,  and  will  have  a  very  far- 
reaching  eflbet. 

*  Colon  KL  MELLUK :  1  am  afraid  I  can- 
not  accept  the  inter|»ret^itior\  of  the  law  on 
this  subject  which  the  hon,  and  learned 
Member  in  charge  of  the  Rill  haa  juat 
put  befoie  the  Committee,  1  may  state, 
for  the    information   of  the   Committee, 
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that  I  put  tbo  hon.  Member's  view.s  on 
this  point  l»efore  a  thoroughly  competent 
autliority,  who  for  ytuvs  past  has  had  the 
(hity  of  administering  the  Education 
Acts^  jind  with  the  permission  of  the 
Comraittee  I  will  r*3iid  what  he  says  on 
this  subject. 

**Ix»ch]  authorities  limy  (a.-^  Mr,  Rolifion 
■«tat4Hl  w  yon]  in  cfi»e  of  piiverty  ^'rant  exenip- 
tion  from  nt  tendance  at  school  untliir  1 'ye- law  2 
at  iiny  a^e,  aa<l  allow  «?m|iloyment  of  any 
kinil,  other  thaa  that  under  the  provisions  of 
the  F«r I iiry  anil  Workslmjift  Afl8.  But  a 
t-ertitivat^  can  not  be  i^h^n  under  Hye-law  ,>h, 
iinfl(?rany  i'irciim''tanr<»s,  till  eleven  years  of 
ajjo  liiut  hei'ii  attained,  und  the  re<|uiriHl 
standard  of  education  |m.Hse<i»  and  »o  eniiiloy- 
inent  under  any  of  the  LalwHir  Arts  is 
ilelKtrred,  hnwi^vcr  poor  a  family  may  l»e.  If 
yon  rawc  th^  age  the  power  of  the  loral 
autlionty  will  he  inirtailed  acex^niingly." 

The  object  of  my  Amendment  is  to 
correct  this  disability  where  factory 
labour  is  concerned,  and  as  at  present 
adviseil  I  feel  that  T  must  press  it  to  a 
division. 


Me,  DITCKWORTH  (Lancashire, 
Middlcton)  :  1  should  have  voted  for  the 
Amendment  if  I  had  not  felt  that  the 
urdiriary  law  of  the  land  was  adequate, 
but  feeling  assured  that  that  is  so,  I  think 
it  is  the  crux  of  the  whole  affair.  Rut 
although  it  may  have  been  the  law  of  the 
larid»  I  believe  it  has  not  been  generally 
knawr>5  and  has  certainly  not  been  under- 
sto«id  tu  be  the  law  in  Lfinciishire.  After 
this  discussion  it  will  be  mulerstooil  that, 
by  the  ordinary  law  of  the  land,  exemp- 
tions can  be  made,  and  it  will  be  known 
that  the  poverty  of  the  pirenta  is  a 
reasonable  excuse  why  a  child  should  go 
half-time  to  school.  I  do  not,  tberefore, 
sec  any  necessity  for  this  Amendment, 

Mr.  GRANT  LAWSON ;  I  desire  to 
know  whether  the  IwaI  authority  is 
barred  from  initiating  a  prosecution  in 
uses  where  poverty  is  known  to  exist,  or 
'"whether  it  would  be  necessary  for  the 
jmrent  to  be  prosecuted  before  the  law 
will  enable  him  tu  obtain  exemption  for 
a  child  on  the  ground  of  (loverty. 


kildren  Bill. 

Mu.  SETON-KARR  (St.  Helens): 
1  should  like  to  state  briefly  what  my 
Wews  are  on  this  matter.  So  far,  I  am 
not  quite  clear  in  my  own  mind  as  to 
whether  the  effect  of  this  Amendment  is 
met  by  the  existing  law.  The  right 
honourable  Gentleman  has  practically 
said  *'  those  are  my  ftentiments.'*  I  want! 
a  clear  explanation  from  the  right  honour- 
able (renileman  as  to  the  operation  of 
the  present  law,  and  I  want  to  know 
whether  it  does  really  meet  the  point  uf 
this  Amendment.  I  am  in  doubt  about 
it,  and  it  is  a  very  important  point»  and 
uidc^s  I  can  get  a  clear  explanation  from 
the  right  honourable  Gentleman  on  this 
pnnt,  I  for  one  shall  vote  for  this  Amend- 
ment if  it  goes  to  a  division.  I  think  this 
House  has  gone  quite  far  enough  already 
in  preventing  parents  from  enjoying  the 
legitimate  fruits  of  the  labour  of  their 
children.  I  cannot  account  for  the  extra- 
ordinary and  feverish  anxiety  displayed 
hy  some  honourable  Members  opposite  in 
endeavouring  to  rush  this  Bill  through 
this  afternoon,  I  am  not  very  much  in 
love  with  the  Bill  at  all,  becjiuso  I  think 
it  goes  a  little  too  far — 


♦THE  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  Order. 
The  honourable  Memljcr  is  now  tlis- 
cussing  the  principles  of  the  Bill,  and  ho 
must  confine  himself  to  the  Amendment. 


Mu.  SETON-KAHK:  I  do  attach 
great  importance  to  a  practical  explana- 
tion by  the  right  honourable  Gentleman, 
and  I  trust  that  he  will  give  it  to  us,  j 


Mr.  HERBERT  WHITELEV  (Ashton- 
under-Lyne) :  I  do  not  speak  for  the 
purpose  of  ofiering  undue  or  factious  ^ 
opposition.  I  think  that  this  is  an 
Amendment  which,  in  the  interest  of  the 
Bill  itself,  the  promoter  would  do  well  to 
accept.  He  says  that  this  Amendment 
would  not  make  the  right  of  exemption 
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Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leeds,  S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Waraer,  Thomas  Courtenay  T. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
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Williams,  JohnCarvell(  Notts. ) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  Charles  Henrv  (Hull) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  ( York,  W.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (G©van) 
Woodall,  William 
Woodhou8e,SirJ.T.(Huds'fld) 
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Woods,  Samuel 

Yerburgh,  Robert  Annstrong 

Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noe.s. — 
Mr.  Robson  and  Mr.  Ban- 
bury. 


Question  proposed — 


*'  That  clause  1,  Jis  amended,  stand  part  of 
tlie  IJill." 


Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY :  I  now 
move  to  leave  out  Clause  1.  It  is  an 
entirely  different  clause  from  what  it 
was  at  the  beginning  of  the  after- 
noon's debate.  I  think  in  its  new 
form  it  deserves  the  most  careful 
scrutiny  of  the  House,  and  I  do  not  think 
we  should  evade  that  duty.  If  the  hon. 
Member  in  charge  of  the  Bill  will  accept 
my  motion  and  reject  the  clause,  I  will 
abstain  from  any  further  opposition — 
— [liuif/hter] — I  cannot  understand  the 
laughter  of  the  honourable  Members.  The 
opposition  which  I  have  offered  to  the 
clause  has  beenactuated  by  no  other  feeling 
than  that  of  the  interests  of  the  consti- 
tuents I  represent.  The  clause  proposes 
to  raise  the  age  of  half-timers  to  12  years, 
and  I  consider  that  in  the  highest  degree 
Mndcsirable.  I  want  to  ask  whether 
there  hiuj  been  any  demand  for  the 
change  proposed  from  the  employers  of 
the  country,  from  the  working  classes, 
from  the  children  which  it  seeks  to  be- 
friend, or  from  any  great  body  of  the 
public.  ["Yes."]  This  Committee  knows 
that  there  has  been  no  demand  whatever 
for  such  a  Bill  as  this.  [An  honourable 
Member  : — "  Question  ".]  My  honourable 
Friend  says  "  Question."  This  is  a  very 
great  question,  which  will  have  to  be 
very  fully  debated  in  the  House.  There 
has  been  no  demand  for  the  Bill  from  the 
employers,  because  they  are  aware  that 
it    would     disorganise     their     business. 


There  has  been  no  demand   for  it  from 
the   working   classes,    because    they   are 
perfectly  well  contented  that  their  chil- 
dren should  be  brought  up  in  the  same 
manner   as  they   themselves  have    been 
!  brought    up.     They    are    desirous    that 
I  their  children  should  enter  upon  work  and 
'  should  be  able  to  earn  money  as  they 
'  themselves  did,  and  gain  experience  in 
their   early  years.     There  has   been    no 
demand  for  the  Bill  from  the  children  of 
the  country,  for  every  Member  acquainted 
with  children  knows  that  the  children  of 
j  working  families   at    the    present    time 
eagerly  look  forward  to  the  period  when 
I  they   can    leave   school   and   earn    some 
I  money.     I  would  say  that  if   this    Bill 
I  were  to  be  decided  upon  by  those  who 
I  know  best  the  whole  subject  of  debate,  it 
would  be  lost  by  a  very  large  majority. 
The  Bill  has  been  demanded  by  one  section 
of  the  community,  and  one  section  alone  : 
by  the  National  Union  of  School  Teachers. 
The  Cotioii  Factory  Times,  in  an  article  the 
other  day,  says  that  this  Bill  means  misery 
and  suffering  to  widows  and  orphans,  and 
that  the  agitation  in  support  of  it   has 
been  carried  on  only  to  put  money  in  the 
pockets  of  the  schoolmasters.     The  whole 
question  has  been  pressed  on  the  House 
by  the  National  Union  of  School  Teachers, 
who  would  like  to  lead  the  House  captive, 
bound    hand   and   foot,   on   this  matter. 
That  is  an  undignified  position  for  the 
House  to  be  in- 


Mr.  ROBSON  rose  in  his  place,  and 
claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question  bo 
now  put." 


SI  Rfh^(ttmn  of 

<^)  nest  ion  put — 
**Tbat  the  f^Hiestion  bo  now  put,  * 


{31  Wat  !«99}  CMMrm  W/.  "§2" 

The   Committee  dmded  -.^Ayes  2G3  ; 
Nous  2(5.-  (Division  List  No.  1<)4,) 
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Abraham,  William  (Hfiondda)  , 
Ami,  John 
Allan,  WilliaTii  |(Jateshea«U 
Allen AV.  (Newc,  timlerLyiue) 
Allison,  KoWrt  Anilruw 
Antitnither,  U.  1 , 
Arnold- Fori* ter,  liiij^jli  (K 
Ashton,  Tlionia^s  (iiur 

IAsqiiitli,  Rt.  IIii.  Hiirl>ert  Hy, 
Atlierley  Jone^s  L- 
Atkin!?ion,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
AiiHtin,  M,  (Luuerick  W/) 
lEaOlic,  Ja».  K.  li.  i  Inverness) 
B&in bridge,  Emerson 
Baki^r,  Sir  John 
Banburv,  Frederick  (leorge 
Jkines,  Major  (ieoijje  Edward  \ 
Ihirlow,  John  Emniott 
Bay  ley,  Thomas  (DerbyHhire} 
ll^?anmont,  Wentworth  V,   \l, 
Ikjmrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
IthowrmiTfuree,  Sir  Si.  M. 
iJiddiiljth,  Mii*bael 
l)igwo4Ml,  James 
Hill,  Clmrlen 
Billsun.  Alfred 
Birrell»  Auj^nstine 
Hiundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
liond,  Fiiward 

Bowles,  ('apt.  H.  F.  (Midirx.) 
Bruiullnir>t.  Henry 
Brown.  Alexander  H. 
Bninuer,  Sir  John  Toiulinwin 
Bttllard.  Sir  Harry 
Jiurnfi,  John 
Burt  ThoaifLH 
Baxton,  Sydney  Charles 
( 'aid well,  «ramea 
Tameron,  Sir  <1ia3.  (Cilasgow) 
t'aui|iijcdl,  Bt.  Hn-  J.  A.  (Olas. 
rampliell'Bannorrnan^  Sir  H. 
Carniidtiiel,  Sir  T.  IK  Uibnon- 
Causton^  Bi chard  Knight 
c  "awley,  Frederick 
riiannin^,  Francis  AUston 
riarke.  Sir  E*L  (Plymouth) 
C'lciu^h,  Walter  Owen 
ro;^hill.  Douglas  Harry 
(*f»hen,  Benjamin  Louis 
<  olUfigs,  Ut.  Hon.  tlevsne 
ColRt4>n/Ch.  Ed.  H.  Athole 
Colville»  John 

r^rbett.  A.  Cameron  (<Jhis-) 
Comwallis,  Fienne%  H.  W. 
Cotton  Jodreli,  C(d.  Ed/F.  U. 
Crombie,  John  Williiini 
Dttlbiai-,  (/oL  Philip  Huj^h 
Dalrynitde,  Sir  Charles 
Dickson- 1 *oynder,  Sir  John  P, 
Disraeli,  Coniny:Hby  Balph 
Donn;;t^n,  Sir  John  Ed. 
l>oii;^das  < 'harle?^  M,  (Lanark) 
Drncker,  A. 
r>uck worth,  -fames 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dunn,  8ir  William 


AYES. 

Dyke.  lit.  Hn.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Edwards,  Owen  Mor»;an 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thoniaa 
Evant*,  Sir  Sam.  T.  tClauiorg.) 
EvauB,  Sir  F.  II.  (South'ton) 
Farquharson»  Dr.  Rolwrt 
Ferguson,  B.  C.  Mnnro  (Leith) 
Finch,  tieor^e  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fitzniaurice.  Lord  Edmond 
Fitz  Wygrani,  (General  Sir  F. 
Flower,  Ernest 
Fry,  Lewis 
GarJit,  William 
(tedge,  Sydney 

(;ihbH,  Hn.A.UJL  iC.  of  LonJ 
Ciles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Cilliat.  John  Saundern 
CladMtone,  Bt.  Hon.  H.  -K 
Ooddanl,  Daniel  Ford 
Oold,  Charles 

tiolds worthy.  Major  ( General 
Gordon,  Hon.  ilohn  Edward 
Gorat,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  .1.  Eldon 
(tourlevt  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
(«ray.  ^>ne?*t  (West  Ham) 
Green,  Waif  id  ll.  iWethrsb'y) 
G  ret  ton,  pJolin 
Greville.  Hon.  Bonald 
(irey.  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
*tunter,  t  "olonel 
iiurdon*  Sir  Wm,  Brampt^m 
Hall,  Ht.  Hon.  SirCharlea 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harwood,  George 
Hayne,  Bt.  Hn.  Charles  Seal e. 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Iledderwick,  T  horn  as  C.  FL 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hendernon,  Alexander 
Hoare.  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Ilnbhouse,  Henrv 
Hollaml.W.  H.  (York.  W.  11.) 
Horninian.  Freileiick  John 
Houston.  H.  v. 
Howard,  Joseph 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hughes,  Colonel  Edwin 
Humphrey's-*  Jwen,  Arthur  <\ 
Hutlon,  John  (Yorkri.  NJt.) 
Jackson.  lU.  Hn.  Wm.  Lawes 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jenkins,  Sir  Jo!m  Jones 
Jobn.son-  Ferj^us*»n,  Jabeac  Edw. 
Johnstone,  Ht^vwood  (Siis>*i€x) 
Joliffe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Jones,  D,  Bryofnor  i Swansea) 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kenyon,  James 
Kin}.:,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Knowles,  Leea 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Laiose,  Alfred 


Langley,  Batty 
Lau  ri  e.  Lieu  t.  -  General 
La^^Tence,  Sir  E.  Durning*  (Cor 
l^awson,  John  Grant  (Y or ks.) 
l>awson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Lenf<,  Sir  .lohn 

[Jewelvn.Sir  Dillwyn-  (Swan. ) 
Lock  wood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  U. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Loj^an,  John  WilHam 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Lornc,  Marijuess  of 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirk  man 
Lubbock.  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
1 .  ucas  S  h  ad  wtd  1 ,  Willi  an  i 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
jMaclure,  Sir  .John  W^illiam 
M '  Ar  th  u r,  Oh  arle«  ( Li  v  er j h>o I ) 
M'Arthur,  William  (<  ornwall) 
M'Ewan.  William 
Mivenna,  Reginald 
M*Leod,  John 
.Maddison,  Fred. 
Manners,  Lord  Edward  W.  A. 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Menol,  Sigisnmnd  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingliam 
Miiward,  Colonel  Victor 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Monk,  C  harl  es  J  am  es 
MontJi^'u,  Sir  S.  (Wbitechapel) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Xlorgan,  .L  FJoytl  (*  'arm'nhen) 
Morley,  Charles  ( Breconshire) 
Morley,  Bt.  Hn.  J.  (Montrose) 
Morton,  A.  11.  A.  (Deptford> 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Moss,  Samuel 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  r>onald  Ntnian 
Norton,  Citpt-  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
tVCotmon  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Uldrovd,  Mark 
0*NeilL  Hon.  liobert  Torrena 
Orr-Ewin^,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Sir  Ch.  M.  (Durham) 
Palmer,  ti BO.  Wm.  (Beading) 
Paulton,  J  antes  Mellor 
Pease,  Alfrecl  E.  (Cleveland) 
Peaae,  Her.  like  (Darlington) 
Pease,  Jose  J  ih  A.  (Northunik) 
Pender,  Sir  Janies 
Perks,  Bot>ert  William 
F*hilippii,  John  Wynford 
Phillpotts,  <^  aptain  Arthur 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pierpoint,  Hubert 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Piatt- VHggins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharf 
Pric«i)  Boljert  Jotin 


Edncaifm  of  {  COMMONS  } 

I  Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks,) 
Soamen,  ArUiur  W^liesley 
SoutUir,  ltol>ini*oii 
Sppncer,  Ernest 
Spicer,  Albert 

Steailman,  Williani  Charles 
Stevenaoti,  Frands  S. 
Stuart,  James  ( Shored itcli) 
Sullivan,  Doiial  (Westnieath) 
Sutherlaml,  8ir  Thoniai^ 
Talbot.  Loiil  B.  idiichester) 
Talbot,  Ut.Hn,J,G.  (Dxfii  U.) 
Tfiiioant,  Haroltl  Jolm 
Tlioiiias,  A.  i(  "armarihen,  E. ) 
Thomas,  Alf.  {iilaniyrgan,  H) 
Tliornton.  Perry  ^I- 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Vincent,*' ol,  Sir(\K.  Howard 
Wallace,  Uobert  (Pertli) 
Walton,  J.  Lawmm  (Leed»,  S,) 
Walton,  Joseph  (iSarriNley) 

NOES. 

(iouhiing,  Ktlward  Alfred 
Hati'li,  Ernest  Fredk,  Geo, 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hornliy^Sir  William  Henry 
Howortli.  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Kemp,  (ieorge 
Miu'lean,  tliimew  Mackenzie 
Maden,  flolm  Henry 
Mellor,  I'olonel  (Lancashire) 
Melville,  Bere«for«l  Valentine  | 


Ga 


Fries tley ,  )  J  ricgs  ( Yorks. ) 
Prieetley,  Sir  W,  O.  (Edin.) 
I'rovand,  Andrew  r>rybnrgh 
Purvis.  Robert 
Pyni,  f ",  iiuy 
Randelb  iJaVid 
llaHeh,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Kichartison,  .1.  (1  Mirham,  S.  E. ) 
Rickett,  J.  Comiiton 
Robert**,  John  Hryn  lEifion) 
Robertfi,  Jfjhn  H.  ilUTibigbw) 
Hobert^^tm,  Edmund  lUundee) 
lioliertson,  Herbert  { Haekney) 
Kid  I  it,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Rotbscbdd^  Hoik  Lionel  W. 
Russell,  T,  W,  (Tvrone) 
ScoWe,  Sir  Andrew  Ricliard 
Scott,  Clias.  Prei*t.  (Leiirh) 
Shaw,  Char  lea  Va\.  (StatFord) 
Sidebothaiu,  J.  W.  tCheshire) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
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Warner,  Tho«.  Courtenay  T. 
Warr,  Ati^i8tii?i  Frederick 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Wentworth,  Brnee  V.  Vernon- 
Williams^  Colonel  fi-  (Dorset) 
Williams,  J.  Carveli  (Nott*,) 
Wilson,  Charles  Henrv  iHullf 
Wilflon,  Hy.  J.  (York',  W.  R) 
Wilson,  John  (Darham«  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wile^on,  J#hn  ((iovan) 
Wilson»Jos,  H.  iMiddlesboro*) 
Wood  all,  William 
Woodhon?*e,Sir  J,T.(IIudderB, 
Woods,  Samnel 
Woi  tiey.  lit.  HomC.  B.  Stitart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Yoxali,  Jarae«  Henry 
Tellers   for  thf.    Ayes  — 

Mr.  Uobson  and  Sir  Lewis 

I^PIver. 


ArtiJldt  Alfretl 
Bonlnois,  Ednmrnl 
LViJwlew,  T.  G.  (King*a  Lynn) 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  K  (CaiUmeas.) 
Co<iiiin»'ton,  Sir  William  I 

Crosit,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton)     ] 
Dixon -Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon  ! 
Eit/tierald,  Sir  Itok  Punrotie-  ! 
U  alio  way,  William  John?«on 
i;ibb&.  Hn,  Vicary  (St.  Albn'»)  \ 

Qtiestion,  "That  Chiuea  1,  aa  amended, 
stand  part  of  the  Bill/"  put  accordingly, 
and  agreed  to. 

And,  it  Ix'ing  after  half-past  Five  of 
the  clock,  the  Ghainujtii  left  the  Chair  to 
make  his  K^purt  to  the  llotise. 

Comnuttee  report  Progress :  to  sit 
again  upon  \\'ednesday  next. 

PrNE   (Ml  IMIMHSUNMENT  (SCOTLAND 
AND  UiEI.AND)  (/r  rc//^^m;7M/)  BILL. 

Considered  in  Com  ni  it  tee,  and  report^id, 
without  ?m)endmeMt.  Bill  road  the  third 
time,  and  parsed. 

METllGPt)tlS  MAXAtiEMFNT  ACTS 
AMENDMENT  (BVE  LAWS)  HILL 
[LOUDSJ. 
I\<!ad  a  second  time,  and  committed  for 
to-morrow. 

SEATS  FOH  SHOP  ASSISTANTS 
(ENGLAND  AND  lUELANt))  BILL, 

Head  a  second  time,  and  committed  for 
Friday. 

METROPOLITAN  SEWERS  AND 
DRAINS. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Metropolis  Manage-  i 

ment  Act  witli   respect   to   Sewers   and 

Drains,  ordered  to  Ue  lironght  in  by  Mr, 

James  Stuart  and  Mr,  John  Burns.  j 

PUBLIC   HEALTH   ACTS  AMENDMENT  ' 

Dr,  Clark,  Dr.   Farquharson,  Dr.  Fox,    i^^^^  q^^^j,  to-morrow 
Mr.   Galloway,    Mr,    Health,  Sir   Alfred 
Hickman,  Mr,  Hobhouse,  Mr.  Brynmor 


Pil  king  ton,  Rtehard 
Rutherford,  John 
Seton-Karr,  Henry  _ 

Tomlinaon,  Wm.  E.  Mamy 
Whiteley,  H.  (Aahton-und>-L. 
Whitinore,  Charles  Atgeni<m 

Tell£E{S  for  the  NoK8~Mr 
Georj^'e  Whiteley  ami  Mr, 
Ascroft, 


Jones,  Sir  Francis  Sharp  Powell,  Sir 
Albert  Kollit,  Mr.  T.  W,  Russell,  Mr. 
Schwann,  Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot.  Mr.  Whit- 
moro,  and  Mr.  Henry  J.  Wilson  nominated 
Members  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Bill. 

Ordered — That  the  Committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and 
records. 

Ordered ^That  Five  be  the  quorum — 
( Sk  // 7///* f m  il^a frond, ) 

METBOpnLrrAN  SEWERS  AND 
DKAINS  HILL. 
To  Amend  the  Metropolis  Management 
Act  with  respect  to  Sewers  and  l>rain«. 
Presented,  and  read  the  finst  time  ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday  next, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  2i?3.] 

PI  BLH/  PETITIONS  COMMITTEE. 
Fifth  Keport  brought  up,  and  read  ;  to 
lie  upon  the  table,  and  to  l>e  printed. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Mr.  CrHAY  :    I  am   anxious   to  know 
which    branch    of    the    Inland    Keverme 
estimates  will  be  taken  to-morrow. 

^^A  LORD  of  the  TREASURY  (Mr. 
ANftTHiTHER,  St,  Andrews  Burghs)  :  I 
think  it  has  been  generally  understood 
that  the  Post  Office  Ksii mates  will  be  the 


Adjourned  at  tea  minutes  befcira 
Six  o'clock. 


(\f) 


IIOUSK    OF     LORDS. 


Priraft    Ptttiints^fi, 


HG 


fLiinlsl 

Reatl  *)/',  and   pMs.^t'tl,  awA   sent   tn  the 
Commons, 


PRIVATE  Br>iFyES% 


CKOWBOHoriiH  niSTHrCT  WATKK 
BILL. 


b 


Tin:     LORD      (.■H  ANCELLOR      ac-        Rt^**<i  3</,  m  ith  the  amendmentH  :  further 
citiariited  the  Htnisc  that  the  Clerk  of  the  I  ameitdnienta     made  ;     Bill    passed,    and 
Parliaments  had  fnid  njHm  the  Tal)le  the  '  returnetl  to  the  Commona. 
CeitificJitcs  from  ihe  ExarninerjJi  thiit  the  ' 

SUmdiuK  Order.  appHcahle    to    the    fol^    ^^^^l}],^^!^']:!].^^^^ 
luvv  in-  Bills  h^ue  Leen  lomplied  with  :  ^^^/l^^?  Jrs^n!  BHX 


KLKCTHIC  LK;HTING  PROVISIONAL 
llUDEItS  (No.  UMLonU]. 

GA8  AND  WATER  ORDERS 
CONFIRMATION  [LonlsJ, 


TirVMWAYS  ORDERS   TONFIRMATKjN 
(No,  I)  [ Lords], 

TliAMWAYS  ORDERS   CONFIRMATION 
(No.  3)  t Lords), 


Bnuight  from  the  Commons  ;  rend  la; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

METROPOLITAN    WATER   COMPANIES 
BILL. 

Kelnrned  from  the  Commona  with  the 
Amendtnent.H  ;igree<l  to. 

liCRLEY  IN-WHAIiFEDALE  KRBAN 
I>tSTRICT  WATER  BILL. 

Retni'ned  from  the  Comnnjns  with  the 


And    the   Certificate    that  the  further 
SUmding   Orflers    applicalde    Ui  the    foU  '  Aineiidments  agreed  to. 
lowing  Bi!l  have  hetm  complied  with  : 


SHIREHIKHlK  AND  DISTRICT  GAS. 

The  sumc  were  ordered  to  h'e  upon  the 
Trthle. 

GAS  LIGHT  AND  CORE  CtJMPANV 
BILL. 

licwl  2r%  and  cominitted :  The  Com- 
mittees to  lie  propised  In'  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

GREAT  CENTRAL    RAILWAY  BILL. 

Rcjwl  2(t^    and  eommitiHl :    The   Com- 


NINEATON     AND    CHILVERS    COTON 

17RBAN  DISTK^T  COUNCIL  W^ATER 
BILL. 

Ketnrned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

\VOODHOISE  AND   CnNlSBROUGH 
RAILWAY  (ABANDONMENT)  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendment  agreed  to. 

PILOTAGE  PROVISIONAL  ORDER  KILL. 
The  Chairman  oi  Committees  informed 


mittoes  to  1>e  proposed  hy  the  Conmuttee    the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill 


of  Selection, 

8UL  TH      EASTERN       AND 


CHATHAM,        DOVER        ItAlLWAY    Hoii<*^ 
COMPANIES  BILL,  nouse. 


was  withdrawn  ;  the  order  made  on  the 

1 2th   of    May  last   discharge*! ;  and  Bill 

.OXDON.  I  commiileil  to  a  Comiuiltee  of  the  whole 


Rexui  :1a,  ar»d  committed  :  The  C«tm- 
mittoes  to  Ik?  pnjposeil  liy  the  Committee 
uf  Selection. 

SOUTH  EASTERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

,,      ,                 ,                      .     rnt      r.  ELECTRIC      LHiHTING     PROVISIONAL 

llei\a  2*f,    and    eonimitted  :    The  s^mv  ORDERS  (No.  mi  IIILL  fLoixis]. 

nuirecH  to  r»e  pmpo^ed  hy  the  Comrn'tte--  Committeil    to   a    Comndttee    of    the 


ELECTRIC     LRiHTtNG     PROVISIONAL 
ORDKK  (No,  0)  BILL  [Lurds|, 

Committed    to   a   Committee    of    the 
whole  House  to-morrow. 


if  Selection. 


whole  House  to-morrow. 


i;RKATNnRTHRRN  RAILWW  BILL       KLKCTIifC     IJGHTINii     PROVISIONAL 
^''*''''^^1'  URDiatS  ^Nu.   U)  BILL  [Lords]. 

lieod  .H<f,  and  passed,  aiid  sent  to  the  |      Committed    to    a    Committee  of    the 
Commons.  whole  House  to-morrow, 
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Pnvafe  Rmiiies.'i, 


{LORDS} 


Pnvafe  Business. 
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EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  CONFIRMATION 
(LIVERPOOL)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  CONFIRMATION 
(LONDON)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Committed.  The  Committee  to  l)e 
proposed  hy  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

GAS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION    (No.    1) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Committed  to  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

GAS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION    (No.   2) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Committed  :  The  Committee  to  be  pro- 
posed by  the  Committe  of  Selection. 

WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  BILL 

[Lords]. 

Committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House. 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  14)  BILL  [Lords]. 

To  be  read  2a  to-morrow. 

GAS  AND  WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMA- 
TION BILL  [Lords]. 

To  be  read  2a  to-morrow.  | 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  1)  BILL  [Lords].  , 

To  l)e  read  2a  to-morrow. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  3)  BILL  [Lords].  I 

To  be  read  2a  to-morrow.  ' 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  5)  BILL,  (No.  101) 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1*  ; 
to  be  printed  ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners. 

ELECTRIC     LKiHTINC;     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  o;  BILL,  (No.  102.) 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1*  ; 
to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners. 

I 
ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL  I 
ORDERS  (No.  6)  BILL,  (No.  103.) 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1' ;  I 
to  be  printed  ;  and  rcferi'ed  to  the  ^ 
Kxamineis. 


ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  8)  BILL,  (No.  104.) 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1* ; 
to  1)6  printed ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL,  (No.  105.) 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  1'  ; 
to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners. 


IIEPORTS,  RETUnNS,  dc 


The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  ac- 
quainted the  House  that  the  following 
papers  having  been  commanded  to  be  pre- 
sented to  this  House  by  Her  Majesty  had 
j  been  so  presented  on  the  following 
dates  by  delivery  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Par- 
liaments, pursuant  to  Order  of  the  House 
of  the  17th  February,  1896,  viz. : 

1.  Trade  Reports — (Annual  Series)  : 
No.  2263.  Germany  (Hamburg) ; 
No.  2264.  Russia  (Batoum  and  Dis- 
trict) ; 

No.  2265.  Russia  (Taganrog) ; 

No.  2266.  Netherlands  (Amster- 
dam); 

No.  2267.  Western  Pacific  (Tonga)  • 

No.  2268.  Italy  (Genoa  and  Dis' 
trict) ; 

No.  2269.  Greece  (Ionian  Islands)  • 

No.  2270.  Turkey  (Salonica) ; 

No.  2271.  Switzerland     (May  25)  ; 

No.  2272.  Germany  (the  Grand 
Duchy  Baden) ; 

No.  2273.  Turkey  (Tripoli) ; 

No.  2274.  Italy  (Elba) ; 

No  2275.  Paraguay; 

No.  2276.  France  (Saigon,  etc.) ; 

No.  2277.  Japan  ; 

No.  2278.  Spain  (Canary  Islands) 
(May  31) ; 

2.  Wine  Duties — Correspondence  re- 
specting the  increase  in  the  wine  duties  ; 

3.  British  South  Africa  Company — 
Correspondence  with  Mr.  C.  J.  Rhodes 
relating  to  the  proposed  extension  of  the 
Bechuanaland  Railway ; 

4.  Local  Taxation  (Royal  Commission) 
— Minutes  of  P>idence  :  Volume  III. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 
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ItfJHflts^  fi*'ttmL%  Jr. 


n    'TlTNE   1809} 


Iif'j}(/rf>\  Brfnrn^,  dr^ 
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FlSHEltlES  (SCOTLAND).  [  5920,  winch  prohihitmi  the  conveyance  of 

Seventeenth    Annuftl    Koport    of    the  '  anitiifUs  hy  the  ss.  **  Hindustan." 
Fishery  Board  for  Scotljind,  being  for  the 

yrar   18D8  ;  Part  IL    Report  on  Siilmon  I  Pf>^TJN(i      DISTRKTS     (COUNTY    (>F 
Fisheries.  *  '  rAUNAKVON). 

Order  made  hy  the  County  Council  of 
Carnarvon  di\iding  into  two  parts  the 
Penmoifa  pilhiig  district  of  the  comity. 


(SOUTH- 


EDrCATinX     OEr.VlvTMENT 
WESTERN  DIVISION) 

Generjd  Kopoit  for  the  year  1898,  by 
A.  KniikineT  Efjif.,  Chief  Inspector. 

COLONIES  (ANNUAL)~Na  260. 
Kiger  (West  Afnean  Frontier  Force); 
Ui^jort^  for  1897-98. 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS  AfX  ISOti, 
Orders   mafle   by    the   Light   liailway 
CoTitmi33i<*nerfi  and  modified  and  confirme*! 
l»y  the  Boani   of  Trade  antliorining   the 
ei>nstnicti<»n  of — 

L  Light  railways  in  the  countiesi  of 
(j  lam  organ  and  Biecori  between 
Vavnor  Dowlaia  and  Meithyr 
Tydtil : 

2.  A  light  railway  in  the  late  of 
Shepp»ey  and  county  of  Kent 
betw  een  t^ueenljorough  Station  and 
Leyiwlnwn  ; 

.H.  Light  railway.*?  in  the  county  of 
Miridlcf^ex  from  Uxbridge  to 
Man  well  ; 

Presented  (by  coniniand)^  anrl  onlcTCfJ 
to  h*e  on  the  Table. 


FACTORY    AND    WORKSHOP  (WHITE 
LEAD    FACTORIES). 

Special  rules  with  regard  to  the  employ- 
raent  of  pei*sons  in  whitelead  ftictoriea, 

PUBLIf     RECORDS     (ADMIRALTY 
DEPARTMENT). 

Fifth  Schedide  containing  a  list  and 
particulars  of  classes  of  documents  which 
have  been  removed  from  the  oftice  of 
the  Commissioners  for  executing  the  office 
of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  the  LTnited  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Irelancb  and 
deposited  in  the  Public  lleconl  Office, 
but  which  are  not  considered  of  sufficient 
public  value  tij  justify  theii*  preservation 
therein. 

l^aid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Ac*t),  and  orTlei'ed  to  lie  on  the  Table, 


INDL\  (EXAMINATIONS). 

Ivegulations   for  examiruitions   for 
Civil  Service  of  InrUa. 


the 


GAS  AND  WATER  WORKS  EACILITIES 
ACT,  Ig-U. 

lieport   by  the  Boanl  of  Trade  as  to 

dispensirrg  with  the  consents  of  the  Seven- 
oaks  Rural  District  Council  and  the 
Hihlphborotigh  Palish  Council  in  the  case 
of  the  Ton  bridge  Gas  F*rovi.siunal  Onler. 

GAS  COMPANfES  (METROPOLLS). 

AccouiUh    of    the    Metropolitim     Gas 
Com  panics  for  the  ye/ir  1898. 

BARW^ICU  IJARROl  R. 
Abstract  of  accounts   of  receipts  and 
expenditure   of    Harwich    Har1>our   Con- 
Sisrvancy   Board,   to  31st  day  of  .NLorch, 
1899 ;  with  repoit  on  proceedings,  i&c, 

DISEASES  r»E  ANIMALS  ACTS,  1894 
AND   1890. 


Oixior,    dated   the    18th 
1899,    No.    594L    revokini 


day   of   May, 
:    Order    No. 


^MUNICIPAL      CORPORATIONS 
(BOROlftni  FUNDS)  ACT,  1872. 

Petition  for  amendment  of ;  of  the 
Url^an  District  Council  of  Budleigh 
Salterton,  in  the  County  of  Devon  ;  rem  I, 
and  ordered  to  lie  cm  the  Table. 

JONES\S  DIVORCE  RILL  [H.L.]. 
Amendment     reported    (according    to 
order),  and  Bill  to  lie  read  3*  to-morrow. 

ANCHORS  AND  CHAIN    CABLES   BILL. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed  — 

"That  this  Hill  he  now  read  a  second  time.  ' 
—{The  Eart  of  Duiiirff,) 

The  PARLIAMENTARY  SKC  UE^ 
TARY  TO  THE  BOARD  of  TRADE 
(The  EARL  of  DUDLEY):  iMy  Lords, 
this  is  a  little  Bill  which  passed  through 
tha  House  of  Commons  without  any  dis- 
cussion at  alL  It  is  practically  a  Con- 
solidation Bill.  At  present  the  law  re- 
lating to  the  testing  of  anchors  and  chain 
cables  is  contained  in  three  Acts  of  Par- 
liament, which  are  somewhat  cojiflicting 
and  confusing,  and  it  is  therefore  difficult 
to  obtain  convictions  under  the  Acts, 
This  Bill  consolidates  those  Acts  and 
simplifies  the  Law.  The  only  new  pro 
\ision  is  eontained   in  Clauno    15,   which 

C  2 
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'Jieport.%  Ti('fimi>i,  i(r, 


deals  with  the  issue  of  bogus  certificates. 
It  has  been  pointed  out  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  that  certain  firms  are  in  the 
habit  at  present  of  putting  marks  on  their 
anchors  and  chain  cables  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  resemble  the  marks  put  upon  them 
when  tested  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  We  do  not  desire  to 
prevent  private  testing,  but  we  do  wish, 
when  articles  are  so  tested,  that  marks 
should  not  be  put  upon  them  of  a  con- 
fusing and  misleading  character.  I  beg 
to  move  the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Bill — Read  2*  (according  to  order) 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (NOTIFI'^ATION) 
ACT  (1889)  EXTENSION  BILL. 

Read  3"  (according  to  order) ;  an 
amendment  made  ;  Bill  passed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Commons. 

FINE  OK  IMPRISONMENT  (SCOTLAND 
AND  IRELAND)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  Read  V  ; 
and  to  be  printed.     (No.  100.) 

House  adjoomed  at  twenty  minutes  before 
Five  o'clock  till  To-morrow,  a  quarter 
past  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thnmlay,  \4  Jan/!  1899. 


Mr.   speaker 

Three  of  the  clock. 


took    the    Chair  at 


PllirATE    BILL    JW'SIXKSS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lords]. 
(Standing   Orders    not   previously    in- 
quired into  complied  with.) 

Mr.    Speaker     laid    upon    the    Talde 
report   from   one   of   the   Exann'ners    of 
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CHURCH  STRETTON  WATER  BILL 

[Lords.] 

FL  KNESS  RAILWAY  BILL  [Lords], 

CJAINSBOROUGH  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  (GAS)  BILL  [Lords]. 

GREAT  YARMOUTH  WATER  BILL 

[Lonis]. 

HUMBER  CONSERVANCY  BILL  [Lords]. 

LEIGH-ON-SEA  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  BILL  [Lords]. 

LOUGHBOROUGH  CORPORATION  BILL 

[Lords]. 

PAISLEY  AND  BARRHEAD  DISTRICT 
RAILWAY  BILL  [Lords]. 

PORT  TALBOT  RAILWAY  AND  DOCKS 
BILL  [Lords]. 

SALORD  CORPORATION  BILL  [Lords]. 

WAKEFIELD  CORPORATION  BILL 

[Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  re;ul  a 
second  time. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lords]. 

(No  Standing  Orders  not  previously 
inquired  into  applicable). — Mr.  Speaker 
laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills,  That,  in  the  case  of  the  following 
Bills,  originating  in  the  Lords,  and  i-e- 
ferred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof,  no 
Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired 
into  are  applicable,  viz.  : — 

COLONIAL      AND      F0REI(;N      BANKS 
GUARANTEE  FUND    BILL  [Lords]. 

HAMPSTEAD    CHURCH     (EMMANUEL. 
WEST   END)  BILL  [Lords]. 

MERSEY  DOCKS  AND  HARBOUR  BOARD 
(FINANCE)  BILL  [Lords]. 

ST.  NEOT'S  WATER  BILL  [Lords]. 

STRETFORD  GAS  BILL  [Lords]. 

WICK  AND  PULTENEV  HAROURS  BILL 

[Lords], 

Ordered,  that  the  Bills  be  retvd  a 
second  time. 


PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS. 
(Standing    Orders    applical)le    thereto 
complied  with). — Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon 


Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,   in  the  i  the  Table  Report  from  one    of   the   E: 


case  of  the  following  Bills,  or  _ 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  first  reml 
ing  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not 
previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz. — 

BEXHILL   AND  ST.  LEONARDS  TRAM- 
ROADS  BILL  [Lord8]. 

BURY  CORPORATION  WATER  BILL 

[Lords). 


ammers  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
That,  in  the  case  of  the  following  Bills, 
referred  on  the  First  Reading  thereof,  the 
Standing  Orders  which  are  applicable 
thereto  have  l)een  complied  with,  viz. : — 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (HOUSING  OF  WORKING 
CLASSES)  BILL. 

LOCAL    (GOVERNMENT     PROVISIONAL 
ORDEliS  (GAS)  BILL. 


7S 

LOCAL 


Loiuhn  JVahr 


{1  June  1899} 

nuiVISlONAL 


{Punhm)  Bith 


?4 


(;OVKliNMENT 
UKDEKS  (XtK  4}  BILL, 

LurAL    (;OVERNMENT     PKOVISfONAL 

ORDEKS  {No.  6)  HILL. 
LnrAL    <:(>VEnNMENT    PKUVrf^lONAL 

t>HDEJl^>  (No.  7)  BILL. 
I-Ol  AL    GOVERNMENT     I^ROVIHIUNAL 

ORDERS  (No,  8)  HILL. 
I'lER    AND    HARBOUR    I'Rtn'ISIONAL 

ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Ordeix>ci,  That  the  Bills  he  read  a 
.Hccoiid  time  tomorrow. 

PROVISIONAL  ORDER  HILLS. 

(No  Standing  Orders  iipplicable). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report 
from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bills»  referred  on  the  first 
reading  thereof,  no  Standing  Oi-ders  are 
applicable,  viz, — 

LOCAL  noVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  {No.  1)  BILL. 

Lt»CAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  ,>)  HILL. 

LOCAL    <;OVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (POOR  LAW)  BILL. 

Oixlered,  that  the  BilU  be  rejui  a  second 
time  to-morrow. 


HULL,   HARNSLEY.  .'\JS^D  WEST  RIDINU 

Jl-NCTIUN  RAILWAY  AND  DOCK  HILL 

I  Lords]. 

ST.  ALBANS  OAS  BILL  [LurfU]. 

A.H  ameniled,  toni^idercd  ;  to  be  road  the 

third  time. 

LONDON  WATER  (PI  RCHASE)  BILL. 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  Second 
ReaIung  read. 

Mr.  STUART  (Shoreditcti,  Hoxton) : 
Before  the  House  proceeds  to  discuss  the 
Second  Reading  of  this  Bill,  I  wish  to 
say  that  as  the  Royal  Commission  which 
is  considering  this  qiiestion  has  not  yet 
reported,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  come 
to  a  decision  in  regard  to  this  Bill  while 
that  Coinmission  is  sitting.  I  move  to 
discharge  the  Order  for  the  Second 
Reading. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 

'*  Tliat  tilt!  Order  tjf  Uiu  Dny  for  the  Secoml 
Reading  be  discharged."— (i1/r.  StMurL) 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lords]. 
(Stiuiding      Orders      not      previously 
inqiu>ed  into  not  complied  with.) 


fjuni  orio  of  the  ExannnerB  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills  that,  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords, 
and  referred  on  the  first  reading  thereof, 
the  Stiinding  Oitlers  not  previously 
iiiqiiired  into,  and  which  are  applicable 
thereto,  have  not  been  complied  with, 
viz.— 


♦Mn.  WHITMOHE  (Chelsea) :  I  have  k 
I  motion  on  the  Paper  for  the  direct  rejec- 
tion of  this  Bill,  and  I  confess  that  I 
should  have  been  rather  gkd  if  it  had 
been  convenient  to  move  that  motion, 
and  ask  the  House  to  reject  this  Bill  on 
Second  Reading  on  the  grounds  of  general 
policy.  I  cannot  however  but  be  content 
with  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
Mr.  S|3€aker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report    opposite  for  the  witlidiawal  of  this  Bill, 

""   " ^  ^^  ^  ^        i^.^^^^   -£  ri-^.»^*^-.^  '  but  I  wish  to  take  formal  notice  of  what 

he  has  said.  He  stated  that  it  would  be 
impossible  for  this  House  to  come  to  a 
satisfactory  decision  pending  the  issuing 
of  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission, 
Personally,  I  cordially  agiee  with  that 
\^ew,  and  I  only  wish  the  hon.  Member 
and  his  friends  had  come  to  that  decision 
some  time  ago. 


MEKSKV      DtK'KS       AND       IIARBtfPR 
BLIARD  (PILOTAOE)  BILL  iLoriH 

Ordered,  that  the  Report  be  refered  to 
the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 

BELFAST  COBPuRATI0>"  BILL. 

Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CAMBRIDGE  UNIVERSITY  AlJiD  TOWN 
GAb  BILL  [Lords]. 

GLASTONBURY  WATER  BILL  [Lords]. 
QUEEN'S  FERliY  BRIDGE  BILL  [Lordi*]. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
ADieadment& 


If  my  hon.  friend^s  ai^gu- 
ment  has  any  force  now,  it  had  greater 
force  last  autumn,  when  the  County 
Council  resolved  to  promote  their  scheme 
of  Water  Bilh  in  this  Session  of  Parlia- 
i  ment.  The  Royal  Com  miss  ioo  is  now 
sitting,  and  it  is  notorious  that  the 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  will 
not  be  presented  to  Parliament  in  suffi- 
cient time  for  legislation  to  take  effect 
this  year.  This  fact  was  pointed  out  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman  ojjposite  and  his 
friends,  but  they  disregarded  that 
objection,  and  proceeded  to  introduce 
their  gigantic  scheme,  a  portion  of 
which     is     now    before     us.      I    think 
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it  would  have  been  indeed  well  if 
the  hon.  Member  and  his  friends  liad 
Boen  before  how  rd»surd  and  how  futik)  it 
was  to  present  to  Parliament  such  u. 
scheme  while  the  Eoyal  Commission 
was  silting  to  decide  the  essential  points 
which  were  dealt  with  in  this  BilL  What 
has  happened  1  Fears  have  heen  un- 
necessarily excited  npon  this  subject,  and 
a  great  problem  which  ought  to  have 
been  aohed  as  quickly  as  possible  has 
been  brought  into  the  arena  of  polities. 
I  do  not  wish  now  to  dwell  on  the 
past,  and  I  welcome  what  the  hon.  gentle- 
man has  said,  I  welcome  the  fact  that 
ho  recognises  that  practically  it  would  be 
impossible  for  this  House  to  come  to  any 
decision  upon  this  great  question  until 
the  tvoyal  Commission  h^ia  reported.  I 
gather  from  that  statement  that  the  hon. 
Member  and  his  frietids  attach  great  im- 
portance to  the  lie  port  of  that  Commission, 
and  I  hope  when  this  question  next  comes 
before  the  House  it  will  be  found  in  the 
shape  of  a  Bill  not  promoted  by  the 
majority  of  the  London  County  Council 
aetuated  by  party  motives,  but  as  an 
authoritative  measure  introduced  by  the 
Government  and  based  upon  the  Report 
of  the  Koyal  Commission. 

Mi:,  BAKTLKY  (Islington,  N.) :  I 
desire  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  unfortunate  London  ratepayer  has 
had  to  pay  very  heavily  for  all  this.  The 
Londoji  County  Council  bring  these  Bills 
forward  at  enormous  expense,  and  then 
they  find  out,  as  the  hon.  Member  oppo- 
site has  sa^d,  that  it  is  advisable  that  the 
measures  should  be  withdrawn  pending 
the  report  of  the  Commission.  It  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  smaller  rate- 
payers now  are  \ery  heavily  taxed,  and 
this  is  not  the  first  time  this  sort  of  thing 
has  happened,  and  I  protest  against  this 
unnecessary  and  extravagant  expendi- 
ture. 

Mr,  BTUART:  An  imputation  has 
been  put  upon  mj^  conduct  by  the  hon. 
Member  opposite,  otherwise  I  had  no  in- 
tention of  raising  a  debate  in  thU  House. 
It  mil^t  not  be  in  any  way  inferred  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  and  his  friends  that  ray 
withdrawal  of  this  Bill  is  in  any  way  an 
undertaking  that  the  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  will  be  accepted  by  my 
friends  or  by  myself.  Our  nosition  is 
perfectly  clear  as  to  this  Bill,  and  per- 
loetlv  harmonious  ^ith  itself.     When  the 


Royal  Comnaission  was  appointed  I  made 
the  statement  that  I  thought  it  was 
a  very  unfortunate  thing,  and  that 
it  would  have  the  etiect  of  a  large 
number  of  concessions  being  granted  to 
the  companies,  and  that  it  would  result 

I  in  absolutely  putting  a  stop  to  any  pur- 
chfise  Bills  being  proceeded  with  while 
the  Commission  was  sitting,  and  that  ha« 

\  turned  out  to  be  the  case.  Following  that 

'  line,  we  introduced  no  purchase  Bills  in 
1898,    when    so   many   concessions   wen* 

j  given  to  the  Water  Companies.  1  entirely 
object  to  the  statement  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber that  at  the  beginning  of  this  Session 
or  at  the  end  of  lastye;ir  it  was  generally 

I  known  that  tin*  Commission  wnnld  not 
report  for  another  vear.  In  February  I 
raovud  that  the  question  should   l>e  put 

'  forward  to  a  certain  date  in  *jrtler  that 
we  might  give  the  Commission  a  chance 

I  of  rept>rting  earlier.     It  is  perfectly  clear 

I  that  the  Report  will  not  be  in  the  hands 
of  Members  for  some  time,  and  that 
it  will  be  then  too  late  to  be  dealt 
with  in  connection  with  this  BDL 
This     Bill     has     been     withdrawn     in 

I  deference    to   the    wishes  of  the  Honsev 

!  and  I  have  taken  a  course  which  I  think 
every  Member  of  the  House  must  desire. 
Under  circumstances  of  great  difficulty  I 
have  endeavoured  to  keep  this  Bill  so  that 
it  might  wait  until  the  Royal  Commia- 
sion  has  reported.  That,  I  think,  is  a 
very  proper  motive.  If  this  Commission 
had  reported  within  a  reasonable  time^  /is 
we  hoped  it  wotild  have  done  by 
keeping  this  Bill  before  the  House,  we 
should  have  saved  a  whole  year's  delay, 
which  is  of  extrcnjc  imjKirtance.  Thih 
delay  is  not  due  to  my  actictn,  but 
entirely  to  the  action  of  the  (to\ cm- 
men  t  in  appoititing  this  Conimis- 
niun,  which  now  sliuids  in  the  way  of  any 
such  Rill  as  this  being  proceeded  I  with,  ft 
is  qiute  clear  that  if  proceeded  with  we 
could  not  arrive  at  a  decision.  I  h«jj)e  I 
have  made  my  position  clear  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  and  to  the  Plouse. 

Mr.  BOULNOIS  (Marylebone,  E,}  :  It 
is  a  groat  pity  that  my  hon.  friencl  did 
not  take  the  advice  given  him  w^hen  the 
County  Council  were  considering  the 
question  of  these  purchase  Bills,  to  the 
efrect  that  it  would  l>e  absurd  for  the 
Council  to  bring  in  a  Bill  until  the  Royal 
I  Commission  hiwl  reported  npon  the  quee- 
tions  which  wouhl  be  sulimittod  to  them. 
Everyone  knew  perfectly  well  that  the 
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Royal  Citmroission  coukl  not  hy  atiy  ' 
possibility  report  in  timo  for  this  Session.  ! 
Th oy  liavo  not  reported,  and  I  think  it  is  ' 
within  the  knowledge  of  ulniost  everyone  \ 
that  the  cjucstion  which  is  before  tho 
Koyal  Commission  is  so  enormous  and 
deuU  with  so  many  interests  thjit  it 
would  have  been  practieally  impossible 
for  them  to  present  any  Report  to  this 
House  in  time  for  legislation  this  Session. 
It  is  reasonable  and  quite  expected  that 
after  the  e\idence  which  the  Royal  C'om- 
inisBiun  will  receive  has  been  concluded 
ihcy  will  take  some  time  to  consider  their 
Report,  and  I  sh  id  I  not  be  at  all  surprised 
if  it  is  two  or  three  months  before  we 
see  it  I  feel  rather  strongly  upon  this 
subject,  because^  besides  the  cost  to  the 
ratepayers,  which  has  already  been 
allnded  to,  I  think  some  consideration 
should  also  be  shown  to  the  Water  Com- 
panics,  who  have  been  very  much 
harassed  during  this  Session,  and  have 
had  to  incur  very  considerable  expense 
in  the  matter.  I  can  only  say  that,  in 
my  opirn'on,  thii^  Bill  was  premature,  and 
I  am  only  surprised  that  the  promoters 
of  it  have  kept  it  alive  so  long,  for  they 
must  have  known  that  the  moment  they 
brought  it  before  the  House  it  would 
receive  its  ipiietus. 

Question  put  and  agreed  U}.  i 

Order  for  Second  Reading  discharged, 
and  Bill  withdrawn. 

i'[ui:ni)s   pm evident    iNSTrrrTiON 

BILL  [Lordftl  (STAiMP  DUTIES). 
(\»mmittee  to  consider  of  authorising 
the  imiMisitinn  of  certain  Stump  Duties 
UptiTi  certain  Memorials  under  any  Act  of 
the  present  Sension  relating  to  the  Friends 
IV»vi<lent  Ir»Htitution  (tJucctTs  Recom-  , 
meridatiun  signified),  To-morrow, 

IX)t  AL  lUlVERNMKSrilKKbANU)  PRO- 
ViSlirNAI.  OllMEU  {No.  i,)  ! 

Bill  to  » onfirni  a  Fr*»vi.siunal  Order  nf 
the  LfK.'al  Government  Boaitl  for  Ireland 
relating  to  the  Dean'g  Grange  Joint  Burial 
Btwird  District,  ordertHl  to  lie  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Att<>rney  General  for  Ireland  and 
Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMKNT  (IRELAND)  TltU- 
V[81UNAL  OHDEK  (No.  4)  BILL. 

**Tocontirra  a  f'rovi,sional  Oi'der  of  the 
Local  Government  Buml  for  Ireland  re- 
lilting  to  the  Dean's  Grange  Joint  Burial 
ftjml  District,"  presented  acconlingly, 
and  read  the  fir^t  time  ;  to  l>e  referred  to 


the  K.vaminf^r.s  of   IVtitions   tor   Private 
Billi^,  anil  to  be  printed.     [Bill  :J2L] 


PETITIONS. 


iioHumn  Ft:NDS  act,  ihtu. 

Petition  from   Todmorden»  for  altera- 
tion of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  GOVEHN  WENT  IS(HITLAND)  ACT 
(1894)  AMEMIMENT  KILL. 

Petition  fi'om  Monitieth,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upi^m  the  Table. 

LONIJUN  t;nVEi:NMENT  llllj. 

Petition  from  Croydon,  f*)r  alteration  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MINES  (EIGHT  IHU  ns)  BILL. 
Petitions    in    favour:     from     Stiothill 
Wood  ;     Cwm    Colling  ; — Oakingutcs  ;- 
Allham  :  -and,  West  Kiveton  Collieries ; 
to  lie  \ipon  the  Table. 

1»HIVATE    LEGIKLATBtN     riKR  KDL  HE 
(S(X>TLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  ; — from  Aberdeen  ; 
-an(i,  Ardrossan  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

riBLIC    HEALTH  AtTS   AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Pet  it  14)11    from    Kingston-upon-Hull,  in 
favour  ;  to  lie  ujjon  the  Table. 

I  SALE  OK  intoxicating:  LlyLiiKS  UN 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

'  Petitions  in  favour ; — from  St.  Ger- 
mans ;  Westluton  ;—  \\'alpole  ;  -  Cheb- 
sey  ;  -and,  Rochdale ;  to  He  upon  t!ie 
TAble. 


ELEMENTARY    SCHOOLS    {CHILDREN 
^VOKKIN(;  FOR  WAOES). 

Retirrn  preHente*!,— relative  thereto 
[onlered  2Hth  April  18DS  ;  Mr.  Spirtr]  : 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  lie  printed. 
[No.  205.] 

EAST    INDIA    (EXAMINATIONS     FOU 
THE  CIVIL  SERVICE), 

Copy  pi^esented,— of  Regulations  for 
Examinations  for  the  Civil  Service  of 
India  [liy  Act] ;  to  lie  upc»n  the  Taljle, 

GaS  companies  ( METRO FOLIS). 
Copy  present^, — of  Account*  of  the 
Metropolitan  Gii&  Companies  for  the  year 
1S1)8  [by  Aet]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed.     [No.  206.] 


BULLING  DISTKICTS  (CAHNAUVON), 
Copy  presented, — uf  Order  made  by  the 


THK   ARMENIAN    PRELACY. 
Mr.    STEVENSON  (Suffolk,   Eye):  I 


if    CarnaiTon    di\'iding  1 1>eg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  8tAt« 
^  ^      'T  11-        fn,.     Foreign      Aflairs      whether      Her 

Majesty's  (iovernment  will  represent  to 
the  Siiltan  the  injury  done  to  the 
Armenian  archbishop  and  bishops,  who 
are  forcibly  detained  in  the  monastery  of 
St,  James  at  Jerusalem  without  trial,  and 
without  knowing  for  what  oftences  they 
have  been  exiled  from  their  dioceses : 
And,  whet  her  J  seeing  that  those  pre- 
lates are  men  of  high  character,  the 
Secretary  of  State  will  communicate  on 
the  subject  with  the  Po^vers  which  are 
jmrties  to  Articles  61  and  62  of  the 
Berlin  Treaty, 


Comity   Council 

into  two  parts  the  Peumorfa  Polling 
Mistnct  of  the  County  [by  Act];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table, 

FACTORY  AND  WOKKSHOP  ACTS 
(WHITE  LEAD  FACTOKIES). 

Copy  prei?euted, — of  Special  Rules  with 
legard  to  the  employment  of  persons  in 
White  Lead  Factories  [hy  Act]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table, 


SCPKEME  roUltT  OF  .irOlCATURE 
(IHELAND)  ACT,  1H77. 

Copy  presented, — of  Four  Orders  in 
Coiuicil  dated  13th  May,  1899,  giving 
etiect  to  the  Rides  of  Cotut  uufler  The 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act  1808  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS. 

TRAINING  OF  VOLUNTEElt  UFFICEKS, 
Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War,  why  Officers  of 
the  Volunteer  Force  are  not  allow^ed  the 
privilege  of  sergeants  and  privates  of 
training  themselves  for  the  Country's 
service  ^vith  regiments  near  which  civil 
duties  may  call  them  away  from  the  head 
quarters  of  their  own  corps  :  and,  if, 
having  regaid  to  the  deficiency  of  ofiicers 
in  the  Force,  the  Secretary  of  State  will 
consider  the  re-adjustment  of  this  ine- 
quality, and  at  the  same  time  review  the 
conditions  under  which  the  refundment 
of  the  equi]:mt"nt  allowance  granted  to 
officers  passing  school  are  required  from 
regiments. 

TiCE  UNDER  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  WAR  (Mr.  G,  Wyndham,  Dover)  : 
Officers  are  required  to  perform  their 
drills  with  their  own  corps,  as  it  is  their 
duty  to  instruct  and  guide  the  men  under 
their  command  and  for  this  purpose  a 
personal  knowledge  of  them  is  indispen- 
sable. The  Secretary  of  State  is  not 
prepared  to  remit  this  obligation,  nor  to 
relax  the  conditions  upon  which  the  outfit 
allowance  is  granted. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT :  I  beg  to 

f*ve  notice  that  at  the  earliest  opportunity 
will   call    attention    to    the    hardship 
arising  from  this  arraogoment. 


*The  under  -  SECRETAliY  oP 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  .OTAIRS  (Mr. 
St.  John  Brodrick  (Surrey,  Guildford): 
Inquiries  are  being  made  as  to  the  posi- 
tion of  these  prelates,  and  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  at  present  make  any  statement 
with  regard  to  them. 


COMMERCIAL  EDUCATION. 

Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT:  I  beg 
ask  the  Vice-Prt-sident  of  the  Committee 
of  Council  on  Education,  w^lio  represented 
this  country  at  the  recent  Conference  con- 
vened by  Ihe  Italian  Government  upon 
Commercial  Education,  and  when  his 
report  will  be  pul)lishcd  ;  and  if,  in  con- 
nection with  the  proposed  scheme  for 
establishing  the  University  of  London  in 
the  Imperial  Institute,  it  will  be  possible 
fur  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  make 
it  a  condition  with  the  Senate  of  the 
University  that  the  University  shall 
establish  a  Chair  of  Commercial  Educa* 
tion  and  grant  diplomas  of  knowledge 
in  tomniercial  science,  bearing  in  mind 
that  the  United  Kingdom  possesses  no 
Schools  of  Commerce  similar  to  those  at 
Paris,  Antwerp,  Leipzig,  Vienna,  Moi^cow, 
and  other  Continental  centres. 

The  SECRETARY  lo  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mk,  T.  W. 
ErssELL,  Tykone,  S.)  (fob  Sik  J. 
Gorst)  :  Captain  Abney  repreaented  this 
country.  His  report  ia  in  course  of  pre- 
paration. It  is  not  possible  to  §ay  H**hen 
it  will  be  published.  The  Govemment 
cannot  at  present  interfere  with  the 
scheme  for  cstablifthing  the  University  of 
London,  which  has  been  entrusted  by 
Parliament  to  a  Cummiasiun. 


«i 
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CLAFHAM  SOKXrNU  OFFICE, 

Mr,  STEADMiVN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  as  repre^jCTiting  the  Post- 
master General,  whether  the  duties  of  the 
four  postmen  whose  phiees  arc  vacant  at 
Clapham  Sorting  Ottiee,  now  being  per- 
formed by  ciisualsj  will  bt-  allotted  to  the 
assistant  postmen  (ex- Army  men)  who 
have  passed  the  Civil  Hervice  examination 
and  been  waiting  seven  months  for  the 
appointment. 

The  SEC'RETARV  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mu,  K,  \V.  H\NnriiY,  Preston): 
The  vacancies  referred  to  will  not  he 
allotted  to  ex-Army  Assistant  Post- 
men, ad  there  are  many  ex-Telegraph 
Messengers  with  prior  claims  still  to  hp. 
provided  for.  I  may  explain  that  at  the 
time  the  arrangement  was  made  for 
giving  50  per  cent,  of  the  postmen's 
places  to  reserve  men,  it  was  also 
stipulated  that  certain  telegraph 
messengers  who  entered  the  service 
before  April,  1897,  and  who  were  of  a 
certain  age,  should  have  a  prior  clainj 
over  the  others.  These  claims  are  not 
yet  worked  out,  bat  they  soon  will  be. 


W^ 


THEPUNJALBWAU  AND  THE  TIKAH 
CAMPAIGN. 

Mr.  H.  D.  GREENE  (Shrewsbury) :  I 
_  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
^  War,  whether  medals  and  clasps  for 
service  in  the  last  Punjaub  War  and  the 
Tirah  Campaign,  1897-8,  have  been 
issued  to  Officers  and  men  of  the  Bengal 
Staff  Corps  entitleil  thereto;  and,  if  not, 
what  is  the  cause  of  the  delay,  and  when 
the  distribution  will  take  phice. 

Mil  WYNDHAM  :  I  understand  that 
the  Sccietary  of  State  for  India  will  be 
prepared  to  answer  this  (piestion  to- 
morrow. 

THF      ANGLO      AMERICAN      COMMIS 

BION. 

SiK  EDWABD  GOUBLEY  (Sunder- 
land) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  oi 
State  for  the  Colonies  if  he  will  be  good 
enough  to  inform  the  House  whether  the 
Anglo-American  Commission  is  to  re- 
assemble ;  if  so,  when  ?  Can  he  statis  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  differences 
alleged  to  exist  between  the  American 
lUid  Canadian  members  of  the  Commis* 
sion ;  and   whether    the   whole   or   any  , 


I  portion  of  the  points  at  issue  are  to  be 
referred  to  arbitration  I 

I  ^^Mr,  BHODRICK:  The  Commission 
I  adjourned  until  2nd  August,  Negotia- 
'  tions  are  still  proceeding,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  make  any  statement  at 
I  present. 

I 

'  RUSSIAN  CLAIMS  IN  CHINA. 

Mr.  PROVAND  {Glasgow,  Black^ 
friar«) ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether, 
within  a  few  days  after  signing  the  recent 
railway  agreement  of  28th  April  last 
between  this  country  and  Russia,  the 
Russian  Minister  at  Pekin  made  a  demand 
on  the  Chinese  Government  for  a  con- 
cession for  a  branch  railwa}^  from  a  point 
on  the  Trans-Manchnria  Railway  to 
I  Pekin,  so  as  to  connect  Port  An  bur  and 
I  Pekin  ;  whether  the  Chinese  Government 
reftised  this  demand  ;  whether  our  repre- 
sentative at  Pekin  has  conveyed  to  the 
Chinese  Government  an  assurance  given 
by  Count  MuravieflF  to  our  Ambassador 
at  St.  Petersburg  that  Russia  had  nut 
demanded  a  concession,  but  only  made  a 
frienrily  rer|ucst  that  China  should  con- 
cede in  principle  the  right  to  laiild  such 
?  railway  when  applied  for  by  Russian 
subjects  ;  whether  our  Government  knew 
of  the  intention  of  Russia  to  make  this 
demand  or  friendly  reiiuest  when  they 
signed  the  railway  agreement  of  2$th 
A]nil  ;  and  whether  all  the  papers  con- 
nected with  this  matter  will  lie  laid 
ujKin  the  table  of  the  House  before  the 
Foreign  Office  Estimates  come  up  for 
consideration  ? 

Mr.  BRODEICK:  The  answer  to 
i|uestion8  1  and  2  is  in  the  affirmative. 
As  regards  the  remaining  questions,  com- 
munications have  been  and  are  passing 
between  the  two  Governments.  1  hope 
to  present  papers  relating  to  the  Northern 
Railway  before  the  Foreign  Office  Vote  is 
discussed  next  week  ;  but  it  will  not  be 
possible  to  include  those  relating  to  the 
subject  matter  of  this  <juestion,  which  is 
still  under  discussion. 

INSTRUCTION  IN   POOR  LAW 
SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  JAMES  STUART  (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton)  :  I  beg  to  a-^k  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  whether  he 
has  received  a  letter  from  the  Guardians 
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of  tbc  Poor  of  Shoreditcb,  l»riiigio^  under  1  Mr.  Mills  :  and  whether  there  is  any 
his  notice  the  suhjeet  of  clemcntar}'  foundation  for  the  statement  that  the 
education  in  Poor  Law  schouls  and  its  I  Goyernment  contemplate  appointing  a 
severance  from  the  Education  Depart-  i  gentleman  who  has  had  no  previous  con- 
ment,  and  a.sking  that  the  education  in  |  nection  with  the  Exchequer  and  Audit 
Poor  Law  schools  should  be  placed  under  Department,  and  who  has  had  no  train- 
the  Educiition  Department ;  whether  he  is  ing  or  experience  appropriate  to  the 
prepared  to  take  any  stepa  to  carry  out    important  duties  exercised  by  the  Comp> 


this  wish  ;  and  what  reply  he  has 
given  to  the  Guardians  of  Shored  itch.  I 
may  ?i!so  ask,  at  the  same  time,  whether 
be  has  taken  any  steps  to  carry  out  the 
recommendation  of  the  F*oor  Law  Schools 
Committee  in  reference  to   placing   thu 


troUer  and  Auditor-General. 

The  FlliST  LORD  of  thk  TREA^ 
SI' KY  (Mr.  a.  J.  BALFi'Un,  Manchester 
E.)  :  I  do  not  feel  calleil  upon  to  make 
any  statement  in  regard  to  an  appoint- 


ed ucation  uf  the  children  in  the  metro-    ment  to  a  place  not  yet  vacant ;  but  when 


poll  tan  Poor  Law  schools  under  the 
inspection  of  the  Education  Department ; 
and,  if  not»  what  are  the  difllculties 
which  stand  in  the  way  ;  and  whether 
such  obstacles  require  legislation  for 
their  removal. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (for  Mr.  H. 
Chaplin)  :  I  will  answer  the  two  ijues- 
tions  of  the  hon.  Member  together. 
As  regards  the  firsts  I  have  received  a 
letter  from  the  Shorcditch  Boani  of 
Guardians  on  this  subject.  A  reply  has 
not  at  present  been  sent,  as  the  matter  is 
recci\ing  my  consideration.  Aa  regards 
the  second  ijuestionj  I  communicated  witli 
the  Education  Department  with  reference 
to  the  recommendation  of  the  Poor  Law 
Schools  Committee  that  Poor  Law  Schools 
should  be  inspected  liy  inspectors  of  that 
Dei>artment  so  far  as  the  education  work 
in  the  schools  is  coneernetl  The  Educa- 
tion Department,  however,  felt  a  difficulty 
in  aissenting  to  this  arrangement,  unless 
the  inspection  of  the  schools  was  trans- 
ferred to  them  in  its  entirety,  including 
not  only  the  education  given  in  the 
schoolroom  but  also  the  boarding  and 
other    arrangements.      In    this     1     was 


the  time  comes  and  the  appointment  is 
made  I  shall,  of  course,  accept  all  the 
responsibility. 

REDEMPTION  OF  IRISH  TITHE  KENT- 
CHAhGE. 

.Mr.  WILLIAM  MOORE  (Antrim, 
N.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is 
aware  that  the  Irish  Land  Commission 
had,  prior  to  the  Land  Act  of  IS96,  no 
power  to  compulsorily  redeem  tithe  i^nt- 
charge  issuing  out  of  an  estate  sold  by 
them  :  thiit  it  became  the  practice  to  sell 
the  estate  to  the  occupying  purchasers  in- 
demnified against  the  payment  of  the  tithe 
rent-charge,  and  to  retain  so  much  of  the 
purchase  money  as  would  when  invested 
yield  sufficient  income  to  meet  the  tithe 
rent-charge  so  accruing  ;  that  the  Act  of 
1896,  not  being  retrospect! ve»  gave  no 
relief  in  relation  to  prior  proceeaings ;  if 
be  could  see  his  way  to  inform  tba 
Mouse  in  how  many  cases  the  Land  Com- 
mission are  still  retaining  part  of  tho 
purchase  money  of  estates  in  order  to 
meet  the  liability  to  tithe  rent-cburgc, 
and  the  total  amount  of  moneys  *so  re- 
tained ;    ami   whether  he  is  prepared  to 


Uitiible   to  concur-      Pending  the  settle-  |  atford   the  owni?rs  of  such   funds  so  rc- 


ratuit  of  the  question  temporary  arrange- 
ments  have  been  made  for  the  inspt^rtion 
of  the  schools.  Legislation  would  prob- 
ably be  necessary  in  connection  with  any 
transfer  of  duties  in  this  matter. 

THE  COMPTROLLER  AND  AUDITOR- 
GENERAL. 

Mk.  M*KENNA  (Monmouth,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treiisury 
whether    Mr.    Mills   is  shortly  about  to 


rained  by  way  of  in<lemnity  facilities  to. 
vary  the  lithe  rent-charge,  though  no 
longer  entitled  to  an  estate  in  the  lands, 
or  to  compulsorily  redeem  such  tithe 
rent-charge  so  as  to  liberate  the  l>aUinco 
of  the  indemnity  fund  after  such  re- 
demption. 

♦TiiK  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE^ 
LAND  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfouk,  Leeds  Cen- 
tral) :  The  facts  of  the  case  are  not  qui  to 


retire  from  the  post  of  Comptroller  and  I  correctly  set  forth  in  the  first  paragraph  ; 
Auditor-General;  whether  any  promise] but  the  matter  is  somewhat  too  com- 
of  apijoinfcment  to  this  post  has  been  plicattnl  to  explain  withiu  the  limit<5  of 
made  in  anticipation  of  the  retirement  of   an  answer  to    a  question.     With  regaiti 
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to  the  socqikI  paragraph,  it  is  bolievcd 
that  tho  case  of  the  ^I unguis  of  Bath  was 
tlio  only  t»»ie  in  which  a  UmA  wfis  retained 
ill  Court  to  provide  for  tho  [layraent  of 
Tithe  Ktnt  Charge  which  th(^  lands 
were  liable  urul  sold  suhjpct  to^  but  with 
an  indemnity  against,  such  liahility.  There 
is  a  considerable  number  of  cases  in  which 
tho  rt'di*mption  moneys  of  tithes  redeemed 
have  not  been  allocated  by  reason  of  the 
obstacliis  arising  from  the  decision  iu  the 
Marquis  of  Bath's  Estate  and  the  existence 
of  superior  interests  ;  but  to  compile  a 
return  of  these  cases  would  occupy  much 
time,  and  invr^lve  the  oxamioatjon  of  the 
Estate  Accounts  and  Records  in  the  cases 
of  all  Estates  in  which  there  were  retainers 
upon  funds  U)  ctcdit.  In  answer  to  the 
third  p;iragmph»  Tithe  Kent  Charge  not 
redeemed  would,  under  the  Bill  recently 
introduced,  be  automatically  varied^  and 
I  predurae  it  would  be  for  the  Commission 
to  consider  whether,  if  the  Tithe  Bent 
Charge  were  reduced,  any  part  of  the 
indemnity  fund  might  properly  bo  re- 
lea  si^d. 

bELKAST  (PL  ISLIC  MEETINGS). 

Mr,  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  beg  to  a^k 

the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  prooecdings  at  the  Custom 
Hoase  steps  in  Belfast  on  Sunday  20th 
May,  when  a  man  named  James  Da>ies 
was  killed  in  tho  course  of  a  riot  which 
sprang  from  those  proceedings  ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  for  many  weeks 
language  of  a  most  provocative  character 
has  been  used  at  the  meetings  held  at 
these  steps  on  Sunday  afternoons,  that 
charges  of  a  most  filthy  character  have 
been  made  against  Koman  Catholic  nuns 
by  a  man  named  Bal  Ian  tine,  also  that 
an  attack  on  a  Roman  Catholic  con- 
vent in  Belfast  was  made  by  a 
mob  the  week  before  last  ;  whether 
his  attention  hiis  been  drawn  to 
the  statement  of  the  coroner  of  Belfast,  at 
the  inquest  on  Davies,  that  the  evidence 
had  shown  that  Mr,  Ballantine  was  a 
man  totally  unfitted  to  preach  the 
Gospel ;  that  \i  there  was  one  thing 
which  would  excite  religious  feeling  and 
bitterness  in  the  city  it  was  the  attack 
made  on  the  nuns  and  the  nunnery  in  the 
Cranlin  Road  ;  and,  with  reference  to  the 
statement  made  by  Mr.  Ballantine  that 
the  deaths  were  not  registered,  more  in- 
sulting language  could  not  have  been 
used— not  only  was  immorality  suspected, 


but  murder  also  ;  and  also  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  jury  in  their  verdict  that  the 
authorities  should  take  more  active 
measures  to  preserve  the  peace  at  the 
Custom  House  steps  on  Sunday ;  and, 
what  steps  the  Irish  Covernment  pro- 
pose to  take  to  put  a  str>p  to 
these  incitements  to  violence,  I 
desire  further  to  ask  tho  Chairman  a 
question  of  which  I  have  sent  him  piivate 
notice,  viz.,  whether  the  language  in- 
sulting to  Catholic  priests  and  nuns  used 
on  Sunday  ilay  21  at  the  Custom  House 
steps  was  repeated  by  Mr.  Trew  on 
last  Sunday  evening;  whether  there 
have  been  any  serious  disturbances  in 
consequence  ;  how  many  police  were 
present  last  Sunday,  and  whether  the 
right  hon,  Gentleman  intends  to  draft 
extrra  police  into  Belfast  for  next  Sunday, 

♦Mk.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  have 
oidy  just  received  notice  of  the 
ad(!itional  Questiori  just  put  to  me 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  I  am  not 
aware  whether  the  insulting  language  re- 
ferred to  was  repeated  last  Sunday  ;  and 
I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  provide 
extra  police  for  next  Sunday,  neither  can 
I  say  at  the  moment  how  many  police- 
men were  on  duty  last  Sunday.  In  re- 
gard to  the  question  on  the  Paper,  ray 
attention  has  been  directed  to  the  pro- 
ceedings at  the  Custom  House  steps  in 
Belfast  on  Sunday,  the  31st,  on  which 
occasion  a  man  named  James  DaWes 
received  injuries  which  resulted  in  his 
death  the  following  day.  The  Govern- 
ment have  received  from  the  coroner 
copies  of  the  depositions  of  the  witnesses 
examined  at  the  inquest  held  on  Thurs- 
dny  last  touching  the  death  of  Davies, 
and  of  the  finding  of  the  coroner's  jury. 
The  statements  in  the  second  and  third 
paragraphs  are  subst^intially  correct, 
except  that,  as  regards  the  alleged  attack 
by  a  mob  on  a  Roman  Catholic  convent 
in  Belfast,  the  police  have  no  information 
of  any  such  attack  and  have  no  reason  to 
believe  that  such  an  attack  was  made. 
The  depositions  have  only  reached  me  to- 
day,  ami  the  cjuestion  of  taking  further 
action  is  now  under  consideration. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

I\lR.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  K.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  LonJ  of  rlie  Trea- 
sury what  Supply  will  be  taken  to- 
moiTOW,  and  whether  Orders  of  the  Day 
Nos.  3  and  5  will  be  taken  to-night  ? 
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Mr,  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  As  tonight  is 
one  of  the  allotted  days  for  Supply,  1 
shidl  take  nothing  to-night  Imt  Supply. 
As  regards  to  morrow,  the  first  vote  taken 
will  l>e  the  vote  for  the  Loeal  Govern- 
ment B<j.inl 


Mk.     CALDWEIX 
And  next  week '? 


(Lanark,    Mid.); 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  On  Monday 
we  sball  discuss  the  vote  for  Lord 
Kitchener.  On  Tuesday,  as  at  present 
advised,  I  propose  to  take  the  London 
OoveruTiiLnt  Bill  or  the  Finance  Bill 
That  may  he  open  to  alteration  to- 
morrow, 

Mr.  WARNER  (Stafford,  Lichfield): 
Wiat  will  be  the  second  Order  on 
Monday  ? 

Mr,  a.  J,  BALFOUR  :  I  cannot  say 
yet.  I  do  not  know  whether  wc  shall 
be  fortunate  enough  to  get  through  the 
Lord  Kitchener  discussion  at  an  early  hour 
or  not. 

NEW   It  EM  HER  SWtiRN, 
Sir     George     Angu.Htns      Rilkiugtun, 
knight,      for      South  -  West     Lanciishire 
(South port  Division), 

BELFAST  iPUBLIC  MEETINGS), 

MUTION  Fori  TiiK  ADJOURNMENT  nr 
THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  DILLONj  member  for  East  Mayo 
rose  in  his  place,  and  asked  leave  to  move 
the  adjournment  of  the   House  for   the 


he  ought  to  take  in  regard  to  the  meet- 
ings on  the  Custom  House  steps  at  Bel- 
fast and  the  general  condition  of  the  city. 
Tlmt  h  a  Mivy  hlrange  attitude  for  u  rc»- 
pun>iible  Minister  of  the  Crown  to  take 
up,  and  it  becomes  still  more  strange 
when  he  states  he  does  not  intend  to 
draft  any  extra  poh*ce  (oreo  into  the  city 
to  ensure  that  public  liberty  is  safe- 
guarded. What  are  the  facts  1  On 
Sunday  week,  the  21st  May,  in  pursuance 
of  an  evil  custom  which  has  been  in  force 
for  years,  meetings  were  being  held  on 
the  Custom  House  steps  and  addressed 
b}'  rival  preachers  :  the  result  was  that  a 
riot  took  place,  and  in  the  rush  of  the 
crowd  a  man  named  James  Da  vies  was 
knocked  down,  sustaining  injuries  w^hich 
soon  after  culminated  in  his  death  in 
hospital.  The  inquest  was  held  on  the 
25th  M^y,  and  the  evidence  adduced 
showed  that  on  the  occasion  three  meet- 
ings were  in  progress — one  conducted  by 
Mr.  Galbraith,  a  temperance  preacher,  on 
hehaU  of  a  society  called  the  Christian 
EndeavLurLrs,  and  a  second  by  a  Mr. 
Ballantine  who  claimed  to  represent  the 
orthodox  Protestants,  At  the  inf|Uest 
evidence  was  given  which  he  would  like 
to  draw  attention  to.  Mr.  Galbraith  in 
his  evidence  was  asked  a^  to  the  language 
used  l>y  Mr.  Ballantine,  Let  me  read 
exactly  what  occiured,  as  reported.  Mr 
Galbraith  was  asked : — 


'*  Coming  to  last  Batiday,  did  he  make  use 
of  any  observation  to  which  you  took  excep- 
tion ?—  (')h,  yes  ;  he  made  several  observations, 
*M  ;ive  us  Home  of  them  ?— The  prindptd  one 
purpose  of  discussing  a  definite  matter  uf  |  ^^'***  *l'^  remark  tliat  in  the  nunnery  on  the 
urgent  public  importance,  vk.,  '•  th.  per- 1  J^lS:^,  Jf^^tX:"'  "^'"'  """  ""' 

'*  Yon  heard  him  say  that  T — Yea  I  heard  hitii 

diKtiaL'tly  say  that. 

*' What  did  yoii  infer  from  that?—!  would 
infer  that  the  nans  had  given  hirtli  to  children 
which    thev    miirdererb    ar^d    alf-o    that     tlie 


per- 
sistent holding  of  disorderly  and  riotous 
public  meetings  in  the  City  of  Belfast, 
and  the  grave  danger  to  the  public  peace 
resulting  from  these  proceedings,  and 
from  the  inaction  of  the  executive  "  :  but 


the  pleasure  of  the  House  not  havintc'been    T^'T'^  ^''^'^''\  l'^''  *»oin^^/^»;*  *lw|y  ^^^»^  iJ^«*'*« 
«,Vnk.,1     \\.     .Q«.aW.    .„ii..i    ^..^1.  „,    drnths  were  left  unrecorile.l.     \  our  Honour. 


signified,  Mn  Speaker  called  on  those 
members  who  supported  the  motion  to 
rise  in  their  places,  and  not  less  than 
forty  ni  embers  having  accordingly 
risen  :—  '   | 

Mr.  DILLOX  :  In  reply  to  a  question 
I  put  to  him  just  now,  the  Chief  Secretary 
stated  that  the  depositions  forwarded  to 
him  in  connection  with  an  inquest  held 


that  \^  the  inference  I  took.  J  am  i^peaking 
on  my  oath, 

^*  Don't  you  know  a?  a  matter  of  law  thai 
VK-»th  births  and  deaths^^  must  be  re^ii.(»^red  :  — 
I  can't  iay»  ^ir  ;  I'm  not  very  well  un  in  law. 

**  You  addressed  your  meeting  on  tne subject 
— what  wai*  the  nature  of  your  remark*,  can 
you  i»ay  ?— *  A  nation '&  curse/ 

**Was  your  discourse  directed  opuQ  Mr. 
r»allantine'«  remaxkn?  What  did  you  say  :— 
I  ^aid  that,  a%  a  t•^ti^en  and  a  Protestant »  I 
^*iote»ted  that  such  »tat^ment^  should  be  made 


m  tho  city  of  Belfast  on  Friday  last  have  i  at  such  a  time  ;  that  the  remark  was  entirely 
only  just  reached  him,  and  he  Mpparcntly  unchribtian,  and  calculated  to  emhitter  the 
gave  that  aa  a  reason  for  his  nnt  ha\  inc^  Jji'^'i"*;?  l^elwoen  Prote?^tant6  and  Komiui 
°     •         ....  *•     "  ft    Cathohcs,    That  w  na  what  I  said,  &o  far  as  my 

memory  f^crvcf^  me. 


made  up  his  mind  aa  to  the  action  which 


I 


I 


I 


I 


I 


I 


**  Did  you  incite  the  crowd  to  renm%  e  him 
from  the  steps  and  prevent  him  sj>eakiii^? 
— No  ;  I  »aid  to  them  to  do  nothiug  ahotit  the 
fitep  that  would  hring  discredit  and  disgrace 
to  the  city  of  Belfast. 

*'  As  a  result  of  these  remarks?  ma<)e  by  him 
did  anything  happen  ?— Not  hwt  tiien.  He 
also  said  that  the  wall  of  the  convent  wa^^ 
knocked  dtiwn  in  orler  to  let  the  priests 
^0  in  at  ni<:ht. 

This  was  the  language  used  in  the  hear- 
ing of  the  people  m  a  whole  row  of 
Catholic  houses.  Wm  it  not  enough  to 
set  men's  blood  on  fire?  Then  the 
Witness  was  further  examined  by  the 
Coroner  as  follows  :^ 

**The  Coroner:  Did  v^^u  hear  him  Ray  any- 
thing aliout  Christian  Endeavourer.s  gcJin^  to 
hell  ?^I  held  my  rueetintr  under  the  auflpicea 
of  the  C.E,  I  had  a  C.K.  badge  on,  amf  it 
WR-H  the  badge  that  attracted  lii*t  attention. 
He  said — in  fact  he  named  my  name— that 
Christian  Endeavourersi  were  all  taking'  the 
power  out  of  God's  hands.  He  also  a>ked 
what  WHS.  the  diHerence  between  the  Uonian 
Catholics.  [  may  »ay  that  1  worship  in  a 
MethodiBfc  church,  the  mstor  of  which  in  a 
convertetl  Roman  Catholic,  the  lUiv.  P.  L. 
Donovan.  That  wa.**  the  meaning  of  the 
remark  he  made  to  the  crowd.  He  said  all 
these  people  were  going  to  hell  straight. 
"  The  Coroner  :  Did  you  con^^de^  that  that 
tan  preaching  the  goj^pel  of  i>eact;  t—l  did  not^ 

Ha%^ng  disposed  in  this  manner  of  the 
kBoman  Catholics,  he  deimnnced  in  similar 
tdrnts  the  Presbyterians,  ^Methodists,  and 
Chnstian  Kndeavourers.  I  am  prepared 
for  scepticism  on  this  point,  and  I  cer- 
tainly cannot  understand  any  responsible 
Minister  of  the  Crown  tolerating  such 
language*  What  was  the  police  evidence  ? 
— Let  me  read  it  — 

Constalile  Joseph  Deasy,  Glengall  Street 
liarraeks,  said  he  was  on  duty  at  the  Custom 
Ho  11  Be  *itepj^  on  Sunday  evening  lavt.  He  miw 
Clalbraith  and  HaUantine  tliere  addresBiug 
meetings,  Portion^*  of  Mr.  Ballaii  tine's 
remarkhi  was  that  the  Methodists  and  Presby- 
terians were  all  going  ^— 

The  Coroner  t  Then  he  included  the  Presby 
terians  too  ?— He  did.  He  ako  Haid  something 
a^Hmt  the  Endeavouror*.. 

The  Coroner  :  Thnt  Wit*  not  very  eourleous 
U>  the  strangers.  Did  he  conf*ign  the  Catholics 
there  toci? — No,  1  didn't  hear  him. 

Sergeant  Magee :  You  were  a  comiiderable 
distance  from  him— on  the  natskirt  of  the 
rrowd?— 1  was. 

Hid  Mr,  Galbraiih  take  exception  to  any  of 
the«e  remarks?  -He  did. 

r>id  you  iiear  what  he  >aiid?— I  did.  He 
aftkc  I  the  crowd— 'Mi^  there  any  Protestant 
— Methodist  or  any  other  denomination— 
going  to  stand  up  and  listen  to  that  man  r ' 
ur  wonl-H  to  that  efTect, 


The  re^^ult  of  that  w^as,  f  believe,  that  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  andieuee  runhed  at 
Mr.  lial  Ian  tine  ?— Ve». 

You  have  some  experience  of  the  meetings 
there  ? — Yes,  I  have  been  there  for  the  last  six 
months, 

What  is  the  conduct  of  the  crowd  attending 
those  meetings  generally? — Very  bad,  gene- 
rally. 

Have    the    police    been    oldiged    to  escort 

people   for  their  own   protection   out   of   the 

crowd    by  bringing    them   to   the     l>arraokj^, 

putting  tlieni  on  tniniH,  ^q.  ? — Yes,  on  .several 

i  occasions.     On    last   Sunday  week    we    had 

I  Beveral.     Twice  T  naw  people  inrne<l  out  cut 

I  and  bleeding. 

Would  you  say  aH  lo  the  subject  of  the  (lis- 
cournen  are  they  religioiirt  or  political  ?^ More 
religious  than  political. 

T lie  Coroner :  Vm  afrabl  thete'.H  not  niurh 
religion  in  them. 

Sertjeant  Magee  :  And  are  they  insulting 
ot'ca-^ionally  to  ditlerent  religiouj^s  denomina- 
t  ions  7— Ye-*,  from  the  Lord  i^layor  tlown — 
ei*|>ecially  Mr,  Ballantine. 

The  Coroner  :  In  your  opinion,  sergeant, 
are  these  meetings  on  "the  step«  calculated  to 
lead  to  a  breardi  of  the  peace  ? — They  are,  sir  ; 
on  snnie  occjisions  we  have  great  trouble  in 
preserving  order,  e-«ipei?ially  when  Catholics 
are  passing  there. 

I  But  most  important  of  all  is  the   Coro- 
ner's  summing   up.     The  Coroner   (Mi', 
Finegan)  occupies  a  responsildc  position. 
I  He   was  for   nmny   years    Conservath  e 
I  agent  for  the  couiity  Down,  and  i.^  one  of 
I  the  most  respected  men  in   Ireland,     I, 
I  therefore,  attach  especial  importance  to 
his  views.     What  was  it  he  said  ?     I  %rill 
<  read  it : 

**  Could  they  conceive  anything  more  calcu- 
lated to  foster  and  intensify  thfit  animosity 
than  the  words  used  bv  that  so-called  [ireacber 
I  of  the  Gospel,  words  which  he  hinnelf  admitted 
he  did  u^e,  namely,  that  in  the  Convent  on  the 
Crumlin  Road  no  deaths  or  births  were  regis- 
tered. What  wa«  the  only  meanirjg  of  those 
word.>*  but  an  accufeiation  against  the  nuns  vf 
that  convent  of  immorality,  and  murder  to 
conceal  their  imroorality?  That  waw  the 
naked  meaning  of  tlie  wor^l^',  used  without  a 
fthatiow  of  foundation,  hy  a  man  who  pOFcd  as 
a  Gospel  teacher  for  I ivep-mi  twenty  years. 
He  could  conceive  nothing  more  J^cjindalous 
than  such  an  accusation  made  without  the 
slightest  ff*undation  agaiuj^l  a  comnninity  of 
hulicH  whom  he,  from  his  ollicial  ]>osition, 
knew  were  doing  incalculable  good  in  their 
city.  Not  content  with  this,  he,  with  Chris- 
tian chanty,  which  he  nu'a*ured  by  his  own 
Htandartl,  consifrned  Methodists  and  Pre-^by' 
terians  to  perdition,  and  includetl  with  them 
eveti  tlie  strangers  and  visitors  who  were 
enjoying  their  hospitality  that  week,  the 
members  of  the  t'hristian  Endeavour  Conven- 
tion. He  thought  the  time  hii<l  arrived  when 
steps  should  lie  tnken  by  the  high  ollieials  of 
this  ciotntry  to  pot  a  stor»  to  thoj^e  speakers 
\\\u\  (litis  prnvi>k<'il  hitfiiclies  of  the  [^eace  in 
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their  city,  and  provoked  it,  too,  standing  upon 
the  very  property  of  the  Government." 

And  this  was  language  used  on  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Government. 

"  The  jary  found  a  verdict  according  to  the 
nieJical  evidence.  They  had  not  suflicient 
evidence  to  show  hy  whom  the  death  was 
caused.  They  were  of  opinion  that  the  autho- 
rities shouUl  take  more  active  measures  to 
preserve  the  ixjace  at  the  Custom  House  steps 
on  Sunday." 

That  occurred  on  21st  May,  and  one 
would  suppose  that  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment of  Ireland  would  have  done  some- 
thing in  the  interval   to  see  that  decent 

order  was  maintained.  They  knew  what  i  attack  the  Nationalists  ?  Is  there  any 
had  been  going  on  the  previous  Sunday,  decent  pretext  why  the  authorities  should 
and  that  the  same  class  of  thing  had  been  ,  not  prevent  these  things  ? 

going  on  for  six  months.     But  what  did;      «o      ,    ^,     n  ^     -n       j 

Tu         J    ^     r\      i-u      r  11       •        u      j  "  Surely  the  Government  will  send  an  extra 

they   do  ?     On    the   following  Sunday—    ^^^^^  ^f  ^^^^^     x,,^  ^^,^  is  seething  with 

that  IS,  last  Sunday-  at  the  same  place    excitement.    The  result  of  not  sending  extra 

where    this    poor    man    was    killed,    and  i  police  would  be  that  more  than  half  tne  men 

within  two  days  after  the    inquest    had    ?"  ordinary  beat  duty  in  the  streeta   would 


are  a  number  of  rebel  bands  coming  from 
Dublin  and  other  places  for  the  rebel 
demonstration.  Some  will  come  on  Saturday 
evening  and  some  on  Sunday  evening.  The 
train  leaves  Dublin  at  5.20  and  arrives  at  the 
Great  Northern  liailway  here  at  9  o'clock,  and 
I  liope  you  will  be  there  to  give  them  a  hot 
reception.' " 

Is  that  language  which,  in  a  city  like 
Belfast,  ought  to  be  used  1  One  of  the 
reasons  why  I  have  moved  the  adjournment 
of  the  House  is  that  such  language  has  been 
allowed.  Are  these  murderous  ruffians — 
for  that  is  the  only  appropriate  word  to 
employ — to  be  permitted  to  lie  in  wait  at 
the  Great  Northern  Railway  station  to 


1)6  drawn  away,  whereas  in  every  portion  of 
the  town  they  would  require  to  be  doubled, 
and  in  some  places  trebled.  This  is  an  im- 
portant point,  and  should  be  strongly  nrged. 
At  all  tnese  times  there  occur  very  iSad  cases 
of  assault  in  many  parts  of  the  city  owin^ 
to  the  want  of  sufficient  police  patrols.  1 
omitted  to  state  that  Trew  wound  up  by  a 
furious  tirade  upon  the  police,  the  result  of 
which  was  a  furious  onslaught  on  the  police- 


been  held  upon  him,   another  gentleman 
turned  up,  a  preacher  of  the  Gospel.     A  ' 
friend  of  mine,  whose  name  I  can  give  if  I 
necessary,    writes   me   to    the   following  ! 
effect  on  the   29th  xMay  :—  | 

•■  Referring  to  my  letter  of  27th  re;iarding  , 
the  conduct  at  Custom  House  steps,  Belfast,  | 
yesterday  Trew  repeated  what  Ballantine  ha(l 

said  the  previous  Sunchiy  al)out  the  immoral  |  men  present,  and  for  a  length  of  time'  there 
relations  Wtween  i)riests  and  nuns,  and  said  was  furious  riotin«r,  the  mob  throwing  stones 
very  likely  Finegan  (the  coroner)  had  himself  ,  in  the  most  desperate  manner  at  the  police, 
a  latch-key  for  the  ba(;k  door  of  the  convent.'"  '  and  the  police  repeatedly  charged." 

Seven  or  eight  men  were  arrested  and 
brought  up  l)efore  the  magistrates  next 
morning,  when  the  police-sergeant  gave 
evidence  as  to  Trew's  presence  in  the  mob, 
and  that  800  men  pursued  two  men 
a  great  distance  amid  continuous  vol- 
leys of  stones.  Brave  Belfast  men  ! 
One  thing  I  am  entitled  to  ask,  and  that 
is,  A\'hat  measures  are  the  Government 
going  to  take  for  the  preserv^ation  of  the 
peace  on  Sunday  and  on  Monday  next  ? 
On  the  Monday  there  is  to  bo  a  great 
Nationalist  demonstration  in  Belfast.  It 
was  announced  to  take  place  four  weeks 
ago.  As  they  did  last  year,  the  organisers 
have  left  the  order  of  route  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  magistrates  of  Belfast.  They' 
are  going  to  follow  the  route  so  laid 
down,  avoiding  the  Protestay  quarters. 
Last  week,  under  the  inspir&cion  of  the 
gentleman  whose  language  I  have  quoted, 
a  counter  demonstration  was  organised, 
and  the  intention  is  announced  that  they 
will  traverae  Belfast,  not  by  a  route  fixed 
by  the  Magistrates,  but  at  their  own  sweet 
will,  so  that  the  "rascally  rebels"   are 


That  was  the  language  of  a  Christian 
apostle!  Then  this  is  important,  because 
it  bears  out  absolutely  all  1  have  said  in 
regard  to  the  Belfast  mob 

••  he  then  referred  to  the  coming  demonstra- 
tion, and  said  the  rebels  wouM  he  kept  to  the 
slums,  but  the  anti-demonstration  would  make 
the  soldiers  and  police  keep  the  city  of  Belfast 
proper  for  them,  tliey  wouM  march  wliere  they 
chose  and  show  that  they  were  the  masters  of 
Pel  fast.  Tlie  constabulary  Hj)orts  are  to  be 
held  next  Saturday.  He  advises  them  as 
Protestants  not  to  support  them,  but  on  Satur- 
day they  would  assemble  and  march  to  the 
grounds  where  the  'Sports  are  to  l)e  held,  for 
what  purpo.so  he  did  not  exactly  s[»ecify.  But 
previous  to  this  he  saiil  he  uiulerstood  amongst 
other  llag-i  over  tho  tnit^  on  the  ground  there 
would  be  a  green  Hag,  and  I  promise  you  that 
flag  will  comt;  down  more  quickly  than  the 
police  ran  down  tho  Shankiil  IJoad  last  June.'  " 

That  was  a  reference  to  the  occasion  when 
the  mob  hunted  the  police  down  the 
Shankiil  Road,  and  when  three  policemen 
were  carried  to  the  hospital  after  a 
furious  v'lot. 

*'  He  then  proceeded  to  deliberately  incite  to 
murder.      Here  are  his  words:  — 'Now,  there 

Mr.  Dillon, 
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to  be  kept  to  the  bIuidb.  More  than  that, 
they  have  chosen  a  route  so  tbat  they 
will  cross  a  main  avenue  up  which,  a  few 
minutes  before,  the  Nationalists  will  be 
niarching.  Is  it  to  lie  tolerated  that  this 
Orange  raub  are  to  be  permittert  to  march 
hither  ami  thither  in  every  di  recti  cm  for 
the  purpose  of  exciting  a  riot  ?  It  is  not 
because  I  am  speaking  for  the  Nationalists 
of  Belfast  that  I  takt^  this  step.  The 
Nationalists  of  Belfast  have  on  many 
occasions  done  things  of  which  I  dis- 
approved. Once  they  maintained  a 
riot  for  weeks  against  odfls.  But  is 
that  civilie^ation  ?  Ought  not  any 
Government  to  be  shamed  who  will 
not  secure  the  right  of  the  people  of 
Belfast  to  walk  in  peace  through  the 
streets  of  their  own  city  ?  When  I  re- 
mind the  Hou«e  uf  w^hat  occurred  last 
year,  it  will  he  admitted  that  I  am  justi- 
fied in  the  action  I  have  taken  to-day.  I 
then  went  down  to  Belfast  to  a  Nationa- 
list demonstration.  I  must  acknowledge 
the  most  creditable  and  courageous 
language  used  by  the  hori.  Member  for 
South  Belfa**t,  who  denounced  the  pro- 
ceedings of  his  own  friends,  and  con- 
demned any  interference  with  the 
Nationalist  demouBtration.  The  Nationa- 
lists, he  said,  have  as  good  a  right  to  walk 
throtigh  the  streets  of  Belfast  as  the 
Orangemen,  and  he  said  he  would 
spend  a  month  in  gaol  in  order  to  vindi- 
dicate  their  right  to  march  through  the 
streets  of  Belfast.  Well,  till  last  year, 
no  riots  had  taken  place  for  years.  It  is 
no  answer  to  my  argument  to  say,  *  Why 
don't  the  Nationalists  give  up  their 
meetings  t  *  I  reply,  *  Why  don't  the 
Orangemen  give  up  their  meetings  ?  * 
Why  should  the  citizens  of  this  free 
country  give  up  their  rights  in  deference 
to  the  threats  of  a  scoundrel  like  that 
whose  language  I  have  quoted  I  They 
have  as  good  a  right  to  meet  as  any 
citizens  of  this  country,  so  long  as  they 
conduct  themselves  decently  and  conform 
to  the  regulations.  It  is  idle  to  speak 
of  the  Nationalists  being  responsible. 
It  13  the  business  of  the  Oovcnunent  not 
to  allow  these  Orangemen  to  put  down 
the  Nationalist  meeting  announced  three 
weeks  ago,  and  to  maintain  tlie  peace, 
and  I  have  a  right  to  demand  that  the 
Government  shoidd  do  so.  Well,  last 
year  I  was  informed  that  if  I  went  to 
Belfast  I  would  be  murdered.  Several 
letters  to  that  effect  were  sent  to  me. 
And  other  Nationalists  w  ere  warned  that 


if  they  went  there  they  would  not  come 
out  alive.  However,  I  went  to  Belfast 
and  found  that  the  magistrates  had  laid 
down  the  route  of  the  Catholic  pro ccs.^ ion. 
But  in  deference  to  tlie  threats  of  the 
mob  the  magistrates  altered  the  route 
of  the  procession,  and  acting  on  my 
advice  the  Nationalists  consented  to  the 
change,  and  at  the  last  moment  they  had, 
conseciuently,  to  alter  all  their  arrange- 
merits.  What  was  the  result  I  There 
were  more  than  10,000  men  in  the  line  of 
procession  and  an  enormous  multitude  at 
the  sides.  The  police  force  was  utterly 
inadef|uate,  but  the  ProtesUuit  mob  were 
afraid  to  attack  the  procession  for  two 
reasons — fir'st,  because  the  Catholics  were 
more  numerous,  and,  second,  because  the 
fighting  iron  men  were  at  w^ork.  When 
the  procession  was  over  the  Nationalists 
went  homo  peaceal>ly,  but  hours  after- 
wards the  iron  men  joined  the  Protestant 
mob,  and  they  attacked  the  police  so 
furiously  that  103  policemen  had  tc 
be  carried  to  the  hospital,  where 
their  wounds  were  dressed.  At  the 
time  the  attack  was  made  on  the 
police,  there  was  not  a  sign  of  the 
Catholic  demonstration.  The  mob  of 
Belfast  warned  the  executive  Government 
that  they  would  not  allow  any  e.xtra 
police  to  be  brought  in,  and  the  unfor- 
tunate police  force  were  utterly  insufficient 
to  cope  with  the  ennrmous  fighting  crowd 
sweeping  through  the  streets.  Order 
was  not  restored  imtil  the  military 
appeared,  and  then  they  cheered  the 
military  and  shook  hands  with  them. 
Now,  is  thitt  going  to  he  repeated  on 
Monday  next?  Are  the  pejlice  of  Belfast 
to  be  hammered  by  these  ruffians  withotit 
any  reinforcements,  f*r  is  the  Govern- 
ment going  to  bring  in  such  <an  over- 
whelming force  as  will  teach  these  people 
once  and  for  all  that  they  must  keep  the 
peace,  and  beha\e  like  civilize*  1  human 
beings,  or  stand  the  conscquencLS  /  They 
area  very  bad  mob  on  both  sides,  and  a 
Protestant  mob,  like  all  disorderly  mob?, 
do  very  cowardly  things,  as  I  have  shown 
from  the  extract  I  have  read.  The  worst 
thing  that  un  exfcutive  Government  ever 
did  if  they  wished  to  keep  the  peace,  was 
to  put  into  tlie  minds  of  the  Orange  mob 
at  Belfast  that  they  were  afraid  of  them. 
If  Mr.  Trew  and  Mr.  Ballantine  are  to  be 
allowed  to  lay  down  the  law  to  the 
magistrates  of  Belfast  and  the  executive 
Government,  then  you  may  prepare  for 
a  very  lively  time  in  Belfast. 
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Motion  made  and  Question  proposed-  I  I  do,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  bow  what 

"That  this  House  do  now  adjourn  "-(3/n  |  course  it  would  be  wise  and  proper  for  the 

'    '  Government  to  take.     I  must   have  timfe 

to  deal    with   the  matter.      I  am  com- 
municating with  the  authorities  on  the 
other  side   of   St.   George's    Channel  in 
order  to  enable  the  Government  to  fully 
consider  the  matter.      I  have  only  had 
the  opportunity  .)f  considering  the  depo- 
sitions taken  by  the  coroner  this  morning, 
after  my   return    from  a  holiday,  and, 
therefore,  I  am  not  now,  on  a  motion  for 
the   adjournment,  going  to   give    a  dif- 
ferent answer  from  what  I  have   given 
already  to  a  question   put  by  the  hon. 
Member.     In  connection  with  the  events 
of  last  Sunday,  six  men  have  been  con- 
demned to  different  periods  of  imprison- 
ment.    The  hon.  Member  has  complained 
with  reference  to  the  disturbances   and 


Dillon). 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND   (Mr.  G.   W.    Balfour,    Leeds, 
Central) :    The   hon.    Member    for   East 
Mayo     has     moved     the     adjournment 
of     the     House     to     call    attention    to 
what     he    calls     a     matter     of     public 
urgency,  which    I   take  to    be,    the  lan- 
f^uage  used  by  a  Mr.  Ballantine  on  the 
Custom  House  steps,  Belfast,  on  Sunday. 
But  the  hon  Member  did  not  confine  him- 
self to  that  matter.      He  has  devoted  the 
larger  part  of  his  speech  to  events  which 
happened   last   year,   and   events   which 
may  possibly  happen  on  Monday  next.    I 
will  deal  very  shortly  with  what  I  under- 
stand to  be  the  pith  of  the  matter  to  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  called   attention  in 


uu^  .*w.,.   v^v..... — riots  of  last  year— in  which    he    was  a 

moving  the  adjournment  of  the  House.  In  ^(jader,  if  not  a  prominent  member— that 
. — 1^  *^  «  ^^^of^^r,  i.,r  fiio  Vinn  \TAmliPr  ^^^  Government  have  not  brought  a  suf- 
ficient force  of  police  into  Belfast.  I  would 
remind  him  that  a  Commission  inquired 
into  the  riots  of  1886,  and  investi. 
gated  all  the  details,  and  reported 
that    it    was     not    desirable     to     draft 

„_    1  police     from    the    surrounding   districts 

The  hon.  Member  says  -^^^  ^\^q  ^ity,  because  doing  so  would  be 
he  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  House  provocative  of  more  harm  than  good, 
in  order  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  upon    ^^^^    magistrates    and    the   Government 

have  subsequently  deemed  it  advisable  to 


reply  to  a  question  by  the  hon.  Member 
I  stated  that  the  subject  was  being  con- 
sidered by  me.  I  have  only  re- 
ceived the  depositions  of  the  Coroner 
this  morning  in  connection  with  the 
loss  of  life  that  has  taken  place  in 
consequence  of  the  disturbance  at  the 
Customs  House 


the  Government  with  regard  to  the  forth- 
coming meeting  at  Belfast.  Sir,  I  do  not 
think  that  the  hon.  Member  is  likely  to 
influence  the  Government  by  his  speech, 
nor  are  we  likely  to  be  helped  by  the 
interposition  of  the  hon.  Member  in  the 
character  of  a  supporter  of  law  and  order. 
As  to  the  language  used  by  Mr.  Ballan- 
tine, I  think  that  even  the  language  of 
the    hon.    Member     himself     is    hardly 


employ  both  the  military  and  the  police 
for  the  preservation  of  the  peace,  and  this 
they  did  last  year  when  the  two  pro- 
cessions took  place.  But  I  am  happy  to 
say  that  Mr.  Trew  has,  acting  on  the 
advice  of  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
South  Belfjist,  agreed  to  abandon  the 
counter-demonstration.  I  can  assure  the 
hon.    Member   for    East   Mayo  that  the 


stronger  than  the  occasion   needed,  when  '  (j^overnment  are  fully  alive  to  the  difti 

.1        i'   „     \f 1 i.i-„i.    \r^    i>„ii«.,    1  .    .        ■      ...  .J  .-.:ii  4.^u^  «4.^w^. 


the  hon.  Member  says  that  Mr.  Ballan 
tine  is  the  representative  of  the  Orthodox 
Church  in  Ireland.  Sir,  I  feel  quite  sure 
that  the  number  of  persor.s  in  Belfast 
who  sympathise  with  the  outrageous 
lan^ijuaKe  used   bv    Mr.   Ballantine  must 


culties  of  the  position,  and  will  take  steps 
to  deal  with  any  disturbance  that  may 
arise. 

Question  put— 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  73  ;  Noes, 


be  small  indeed.   But  holding  that  view  as    125  (Division  List  No.  165). 
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Allan.  William  (GateilMad) 
AlliBon,  Hobort  Andrew 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Hain bridge,  Kiueraon 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Harlqw,  Joliti  Eininotb 
liiiylev,  Tliwnas  (Derbyshire) 
Billson,  AlfrtMl 
Blake,  E<twar<J 
Hruailhun^t,  Henry 
CatdwelU  Jarnes 
Cameron,  Sir  Chaa.  (Glai^gow) 
Ciiuieron,  lIol»«irt  (Dnrbani) 
Carew,  Janies  Laurt^nce 
Channing,  Franci>>  Allston 
Clark,  Dr,  Vt.  \l  ((:aitlme«8*4i) 
Colville,  John 
Cronibie,  John  Will  tarn 
Douglas,  Charlie  >L  (Lanark) 
Duckworth,  James 
Eagletlew,  ('hiirles  John 
E.itoi*n«t«,  Sir  Thotnjis 
Farquharson,  Dr,  ltulx.Tt 
Fox,  Dr.  Joiscjib  Franciit 
Gtxltiarcl,  Danit^l  ForJ 
Gold,  Charles 


AYES. 

trourley^  Sir  Y\.  Teniperley 
Hediierwick,  Thotiirt-M  (■   H. 
Holland,  W.  H,  (York,  WJl.} 
Humphreyf^-4  Kven,  Arthur  V. 
Jone*i,  William  |<-'arnanons*. ) 
LalM>nc'here,  Henry 
Lan^jley,  Batlv 
Lftwwon,  Sir  Wilfrid  (Cunik) 
I^eesej  Sir  J.  F.  (Acerinjjton.) 
Leng.  Sir  John 
l^ou^h.  Thomas 
Lyell,  Sir  Leouanl 
Miw!Alet5J*e.  Daniel 
M*Kwan.  William  j 

iMVihee,  Rinliar^i 
M'Leod,  John 
MaihiiHun,  Fred* 
Ma*len,  John  Henry 
Morgan,  J  Lloyil  Carmarthen 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  ( Devon oort.) 
Nort4:kn,  Ca|it.  Cecil   William 
Oihien,  Jaman  F.  X.  (C<trk) 
Uldroyd,  Mark 
l'icker^<;ilb  Edward  Hare 
PilkinL'too,  SirC;.  A.(Laii.  SW) 
Pirie,  Dancati  \, 


I    Prientley,  Briges  (Yorks.) 
Hedmondr  J.    \L   (Watorford) 

I    Keid,  Sir  Hcd>ert,  Threwhie 
Uohert^i,  J.  H.  (DenbiKdiB.) 

I    Shaw,  Charles  E,  (StaJTord) 
Steal!  man,  William  Charlea 
Stevennon,  Franri*<  S. 
Stuart,  James  (Shored itch) 
Sullivan,  I>oual  (We>itmeaLh) 
Teonant,  Harold  John 
Tlmnnis,  A,   (Ghimorgan,  E.) 

j    Tr«velyan,  Charles  Philips 

I    VValton,  J.  Law  yon  (LeetU  S.) 
Waluni,  Joseph  (Barn.Hley) 
Warn  er,  T  hon  tH»  C  <  m  rtt»  u ;  i  y  T. 

1    Williams,  John  J 'arvtdl  (Notts 

I    WilNon,  J<din  (Durham,  Mid.) 

I    Wilf*on,  John  (Govau) 

Woodhou^e,SirJ  ,1\  (UddafU) 
Woodn,  Siimuel 
Yoxall,  Jaiuctt  Henry 

]  Tellers  for  tiik  Ayes— 
I  Mr.  Dillon  and  Mr,  James 
I        U'Ckmnor. 


I 


Aacroft,  Robert 

Atkinson,  Ut.  Hon.  .John 

Balfour,  RiUn.  A,  J^Maueh'r) 

BftHour.KtHnGemldW.iLeeds 

B«nlmf)%  Krederick  George 

BlUtluy,  George  C.  T. 

Burton,  Dun  bar  l*lunk«t 

Beauh,  VV  VVBramstoii  \  Hant**.) 

Beresford,  Lonl  ClmrleH 

Bet  hell,  Commander 

Bill,  Charles 

Blaki-ston- Houston,  John 

Blundell,  ColomU  Henry 

Boulnoi.-.,  Edniuod 

Bnwlea,  TJJibaon(King'dLynii 

Brasaey,  Albert 

Brwliiek,  Bt.  Hon.  St.  John 

Brown,  Ateximder  H. 

Hultard,  Sir  Harry 

Cam  1  dicl  1 , 1  i t .  H  u,  J  A  ( G la.*gow 

Chaplin,  Ut.  Hon.  Henrj' 

Co^shrane,  Hon.  Thos^H.  A.  E. 

Co^^MH,  Douglas  Harry 

CollingH,  Kt.  Hon.  Jew^e 

ColonibjSirJohnCbarleaBeady 

Courttiey.  Bt,  Hon.  Leonard H. 

Crit)p«,  f  ^  ha  r  1  cs  A I  f  rod 

Cuoitt,  Hon.  Henry 

Cnrzon,  Vicount 

DiUbiac,  <\domd  Philip  Hugh 

Dairy m pie,  Sir  Charlei* 

DoritijL;t<jn,  Sir  John  Edward 

Doughty,  George 

D<nigla^,  Kt.  Hon.  A,   Akera- 

Drage,  GeoUrey 

Dumnitiibe.  Hon.  Hubert  \  , 

Fardel K  Sir  T.  (Jeorge 

Vti[  Ion  e«,  Hon.  A  il  w  yn  Edward 

Fergu^son,  Bt.  H  n,Sir  J.(  Manc'r 

Fin  lay.  Sir  Rol>ert  Bannatyne 

Fi-*her,  Williaiii  Hayet* 

Kitjemaunoe*  L<jrd  Edmond 

Flannery,  Sir  Fort€«eue 


NOES. 

Flower^  Ernest 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garht,  William 
Gibljon.*^,  J.  Lloyd 
Gray,  Ernest  {\\es%  Ham) 
G  reene,  H  en  ryD.(  Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
Greville,  Hon,  tUmald 
Hamiltoii,Rt  Hn.  Lor»l  <  ieorge 
Han  bury,  FtL  Hon.  IL  Wm. 
Hari'ourt,  lU.  Hon,  Sir  Wm. 
Hayne,  Ut.  Hon.  C.  Seale- 
Heath,  James 
Heaton,  John  HenDiker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hoare,  Edw.  B.  (Hampst-ead) 
Hoare,  Sanmel  (Norwich) 
Hornby.  Sir  Wdliam  Henry 
Houston,  R.  \\ 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozter,    Hon.    Jas,    H.    Cecil 
Jack.'ion,  Bt.  Hon.  W.  Lawies 
•Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Jessel,  t 'apt.  Herliert  Merlon 
ilohnHtone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon,  James 
Knowles,   Lees 
l^one,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut.  General 
La  w  re  nee,  S  ir  E .  Dii  rning-  ( Corn 
LawM)n,  J  oh  n  ( I  ran  t  ( Yorkfi . ) 
Llewelyn,SirDiIl  wy  n-  i  S  wnstMi 
Lockwood,  Lt,  C  oL  A.  It. 
Loder,  Gerald  Wjilter  Ernkine 
r^ '•_:,*  olCharlasW.  (Ev&^^ham 
,  l{t.HnWHlter(Liver|>ool 
1  1    Lrtney,  W.  (J.  EIUpou 
Mat'lure.  Sir  John  William 
Mi  ver,SirLewis  ( Edinboro\  W 
Mevs^'yTlionipHon,  Sir  H.  M. 
Mif^ajd,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Mooi"e,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 


Morton,  Arthur  !L A,  Deptford 
M  urray ,  K  t  H  n  A  ( x  rah  a  m  ( B  u  te 
M^ers,  William  Henry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Nu«sey,  Thonia^>  Willan^t 
Drr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Sir  C.   ^L  (Duriiam) 
Pea^e,   H.    l*ike  (Darlington) 
Pilkington,R.  (Lanes  Newton 
Piatt* Higgins,  Fretlerick 
Prie'*tley',SirW.Overeud(Editi 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edwanl 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C  Guy 
liankiti,  Sir  James 
Hasch,  Major  Freflerlc  Carne 
Uollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Bothsebdii,  Hon,  Lionel  Walter 
BuHRell,  T,  W.  (Tyrone) 
Byfler,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  'Limehouse) 
Sft^soon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Scobie,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Scton-Kari,  Henrjf 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Talbot;  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Tomlinson.Wm-  Edw.  Murray 
TritUm,  Charles  Ernest 
Vale  mi  a,  V*if*eount 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
WelHjter,  It.  G.  (St.  Pancraa) 
Welby,  IJeu.'Col.  A.  C.  E, 
Williims.JosepliPowell-lBirm 
Wtllox.  Sir  John  ArchibaUl 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
WtMlebouse,  Rt  Hon  E  R(Bath 
Wy n d  ha» n ,  i  teorge 

Tkllers  for  the  Nof.s— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstrathen 
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99  Siippli/  {COMMONS} 

SUPPLY  [UTH  Alloted  Day], 
Considored  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Civil  Seevice  and  Rkvenue  Depart- 
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ments  estbutes,  1899-90, 

Revenite  Departments. 

1.   Motion   mado    and    yiicstioti    pro 
posed — 

•*  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £5,522,85i5 
be  grjinteti  to  Her  Majesty  to  defray  the 
charges  neces-Hary  for  tlieHalarieKand  expenHee* 
of  the  Post  *  Jthce,  the  W^^l  UlHce  Savingn 
IJanks,  Annuitien  and  Seeiintiev^,  and  the 
collection  of  Post  Otlire  revenue." 

Mr.  STEADMAN  (Stepney):  I  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  diret^iing  the  at  tun  lion 
of  tlie  Committee  to  the  dissatisfin^tion 
which  exists  in  every  department  of  the 
Post  Oftice  service,  in  order  to  try  if 
possible  to  secure  what  I  consider  a  very 
reasonable  demand,  viz.,  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Commit  ice  composed  of  Mem 


done*  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
aUo  stated  that  a  telegraphist  was  not 
any  more  than  a  typewriter.  He  ffives 
his  own  case  away»  because  in  a  later 
X>art  of  his  speeeh,  he  himself  says  that 
no  work  is  more  complicated  than  the 
work  of  the  Poijt  (Jffice.  If  the  work  is 
complicated  aTid  tochnieal,  it  must  require 
great  nkill.  If  it  does  not  rerjuire  great 
skill,  it  crtnnot  be  of  that  complicated 
character  which  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  admits  it  is.  The  best  reply  to 
the  statement  that  a  telegraphist  is  no 
more  than  a  typist  is  the  reply  of 
practiced  men  who  have  knowledge  of 
the  snbjei.'t,     Dr .  Walmsley,  C.E,»  says : — 

**  J  do  not  akT*?ewilh  Mr.  HanlmryV  A^i^- 
iiieiit.  The  whole  id«*a  nf  t»H>»nu^  ^Mlditiaiial 
.idvaiitagen  to  ihti  opf^rators  \vhc>  rjna^fy  in  a 
sd^iitilic  exaniiiuitiou  pruvt'.^  tlutt  tht*  wrtrk 
refjuiros  a  kuowltMljjfe  of  appliLMl  .^c  to  net*/* 

Professor  Jefferson,  who  has  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  telegraphy  since  1H73,  says: 

*'  1  mti  of  o[union  that  tho  work  r«Mjuire»t  far 
more  trnthtiiral  skill  than  that  *»f  a  typewriter. 
ean   pei>«onally  votieh  for  the   faot  that  U10 


bers  of  this  House,  to  go  into  the  various  ,  eiricicney  of  telegraphists  hoi? ^^^nsritly  incronscd 
grievarK'cs  of  the  Post  Office  cmplo>'ees.  '  «>f  hitv  year>^." 

On  the  discussion  on  the  AmciKlment  on  '  Mr.  Prccce  anfi  other  scientific  men  haviy 
this  subject  which  was  moved  to  the  j  uxpresBcd  a  similar  (jpiidun.  We  are  told 
Address,  the  Hecretary  tu  the  Trtasury  that  the  telegrai>hist  is  apprcfiticed,  ami 
stated  that  a  Dopartmentid  CommitUe  learns  his  trade,  practically  at  the  expense 
had  reported,  as  had  also  another  Com-  of  the  State,  In  the  first  place,  the 
raittee»  composed  of  himself  and  the  |  telegraphist  starts  lis  a  lad  of  fifteen  or 
Postnuister-Ueneral,  and  that  therefore  sixteen  years.  He  has  to  give  five 
no  further  Committee  was  neeess.iry  or  |  ye^irs'  sex^vice  to  the  StatCi  and  re- 
re*piired  But  I  shiudd  like  to  point  out  1  ceives  only  a  very  few  shillings  a  week, 
that  both  those  Committees  were  un-  and  after  five  years  he  gets  the  magnift- 
satisfactory  to  the  employees.     It  stands    cent   salary    of   21s.    a    week.       Is    that 


to    reason    that    a    iJepartmcntal    Com 
mlttee  composed  of   ofiicials,  which  con 


apprenticeship  at   the    expense    of    the 
State  I  Tbousafids  of  lads  are  apprenticed 


tained  only  one  impartial  mendjcr— a  I  to  British  employers,  and  not  only  learn 
Member  of  the  House  of  Lords — could  I  their  trade,  but  receive  a  salary  unite 
not  be  satisfactory  to  the   160,0<)0  male  '  eqnal  to  that  jmid  to  the  lads  in  tlic  Post 


and  female  employees  in  the  Post  Ollice 
?er\ice.  I  know  that  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasnry  stated  that  Members  of 
this  House  bad  no  technical  knowledge 
of  the  work  of  the  Post  Ofhce.  That  is 
quite  true.  I  do  not  presume  to  have 
any  technical  or  praetieal  knowledge  of 


OHice,  and  after  five  or  seven  years  they 
are  not  asked  to  accept  a  wage  of  2 Is,  a 
week.  They  demand  and  receive  the 
minimum  wage  fixed  by  their  tmda 
union,  and  agreed  to  by  the  employers. 
The  huls  in  the  Post  Otliee  no  more  leam 
their  trade  at  the  expense  of  the    8tato 


the  various  departments  of  the  Post  Otlice,  ,  than  thousands  of  other  lads  apprentieod 
Members  of  this  House  may  not  have  I  to  private  employers.  They  get  an 
the  teehniea!  knowledge  possessed  by  '  increment  of  £0  per  annum,  and  as  the 
Mr.  Garden  and  other  heads  of  dcimrt-  !  result  of  a  eonfereticc  between  the 
ments,  yet  it  does  not  follow  that  if  Postmaster  -  General  and  the  BecrO" 
these  gentlemen  apjx^iircd  Ijefore  an  inde-  lary  lo  the  Trefisury  they  are 
pendent  committee,  composed  of  Mora*  allowed  a  clouble  increment  on  con- 
bers  of  this  House,  they  might  not  h^  dition  that  they  learn  to  perform 
able  to  make  their  defence  more  cicrtfr  e3ttni  duty  in  the  shape  of  sorting ;  Imt 
and  dcfuHto  than  Ihev    have    hitherto   the  rostriction»>  are   ^o    strong  at    ib«/^ 
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present  moment  that  40  per  cent,  of  the 
eiiiployees  in  the  Post  Oflico  are  not 
receiving  the  double  increment  Look 
at  the  sweating  that  goes  on.  An 
advertisement  was  issuecl  a  short  time 
ago  for  two  practised  sorting  and  tele- 
fljaph  rlerks  at  Cambridge,  with  a 
Knowledge  of  postal  work,  and  expected 
to  he  cdncated  young  mcruand  tliey  were 
offered  the  magnitirent  salary  of  ICs.  u 
week,  which  works  ont  at  the  rate  of  4d. 
]icr  honr.  I  now  come  to  the  ease 
of  the  postmen.  They  are  alk^wtsl,  as  a 
reaiih  of  the  Tweedmouth  Coramittee, 
to  get  six  stripes  instead  of  three. 
They  have  to  wait  five  years  between 
each  stripe,  so  that  before  a  man  can 
reach  the  maximum,  be  has  t<»  be  in  the 
service  thirty  years  with  an  ivnlilmiishcd 
character.  For  the  least  trifling  thing 
the  officials  put  tlie  postmen  back,  so  that 
very  few  live  to  receive  even  four  stripes. 
One  case  to  which  I  might  refer  was  that 
of  a  rnral  postman  who,  in  the  course  of 
his  rounds  had  to  go  through  a  private 
farm  road  to  deliver  letters  at  the  farm 
house.  One  day,  when  he  was  half  way 
up  the  roail,  he  met  a  person  whom  he 
thought  was  a  servant  at  the  farm,  to 
whom  be  handed  the  letter  widuh  he  had 
to  deliver.  For  this  he  was  reported  to 
the  post  office.  At  this  time  his  stripe 
wfis  almost  due,  and  the  result  was  that 
instead  of  securing  his  .stripe  in  March 
i;tst  he  must  now  wait  until  1  IH)2.  If  he 
makes  one  mistake  between  this  and  then 
I  suppose  he  will  bo  put  still  further  back. 
Many  postmen  now  are  only  in  receipt  of 
two  or  three  stripes  where  they  ought  to 
l>e  in  receipt  of  the  maximum.  Another 
case  to  which  I  might  refer  was  a  case  of 
H.  C.  Simmons,  a  postman  who  was 
tmnsf erred  from  Helensburgh,  in  Scot- 
land, to  Sutton,  in  Sun-ey.  At  the  time 
he  waa  transferred  he  was  entitled  to  a 
it  ripe,  and  the  postmaster  at  Hclens- 
hurgh  actuaily  paid  him  5s,  lOd.  due  as 
stripe  money.  On  his  transfer  he  applied 
to  the  postmaster  at  Sutton  for  his  stripe. 
That  gentleman,  however,  knew  nothing 
about  the  matter,  and  tip  to  the  present 
time  the  man  has  not  received  his  stripe. 
The  next  case  is  the  case  of  a  mail-cart 
postman  in  the  rural  districts,  In  the 
course  of  his  speech  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  said  that  the  average  alio  wed 
for  horses  and  carts  was  20g,  and  2.1»,  a 
week,  but  the  iTifornntion  I  have  ghowa 
that  the  amctmt  w*1h  8s.  and  lis.  .\  wvvV 
lei^pectively,  »id  in  one  case,  wh^re  there 


was  a  vacancy,  it  cost  the  Government 
£^  a  week  for  the  loan  of  a  horse  and 
cart.  With  reference  to  Christmas  boxes, 
it  was  said  that  the  Post  Office  did  not 
take  that  into  consideration  when  Hxing 
wages,  but  Mr.  Lcwin  Hill,  in  his  evidence 
before  tlie  Tweedmouth  Commission,  gave 
quite  another  version  ;  whilst  in  their 
finilings  the  Committee  said  if  they  had 
seen  their  way  to  do  awav'  with  the 
system  of  Christmas  boxes  in  favotu  of 
some  better  system  they  would  certainly 
have  done  so.  Not  only  in  the  Telegraph 
department  and  among  the  postmen,  but 
among  the  clerks  and  engineers,  discon- 
tent exists  in  the  postal  service.  Com- 
plaints  are  made  that  there  is  a  larger 
number  of  men  eiu  ployed  on  the  an  estab- 
lished staff"  than  are  employed  on  the 
establishment.  Some  have  been  employed 
for  15  years,  and  when  they  apply  to 
be  put  on  the  establishment  they  arc  told 
there  are  no  vacancies.  Another  important 
point  is  the  right  of  combination.  These 
men  have  a  number  of  organisations  in 
existence,  but  what  is  the  use  of  organisa- 
tions if  the  heads  of  them  are  not  recog- 
nised I>y  the  department  ?  I  am  sorry 
that  the  name  of  Mr.  Cleary  has 
been  imported  into  the  discuasion, 
becatise  the  retiring  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  I  am  sure,  would  not  wib 
fully  misinform  the  House,  with  reference 
to  that  gentleman  ;  hut  whoever  was 
responsible  for  the  information  with  which 
the  right  hon  (.Tcutleman  was  supplierl  un- 
doul)tedly  mislcil  him,  Mr,  Cleaiy  was 
never  refused  admission  at  the  Trades 
Union  Congress  at  Belfast,  His  creden- 
tials were  very  closely  examined  and 
were  acccpterl  as  satisfactory,  and  from 
that  time  to  the  present  the  sorters  haie 
always  been  represented  at  the  Con- 
gresses, They  have  now,  I  believe, 
elected  Mr.  Cleary  to  represent  them  at 
Plymouth.  There  are  two  plans  of 
action  which  these  men  can  adopt :  they 
can  strike,  or  they  can  appeal  to  this 
House  for  justice.  The  state  of  things 
now  is  entirely  altered  from  the  state  of 
things  which  ex-isted  in  1894  at  the  time 
of  the  postmen's  strike ;  men  now  in 
every  department  have  their  organis^ition 
which  represent,s  the  great  majority  of  the 
pi'ople  there,  and  if  they  strike  they 
paralyse  the  whole  postal  system.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  shakes  his 
head,  but  if  the  telegraphisti^  went  out 
ir-muTrow  tht  y  could  not  be  rcjilaced, 
Ofd    forbid    that    I    should     advocate 
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that  they  should  go  out  on  strike  ;  I 
have  never  advocated  a  strike  in  my  life  ; 
but,  while  I  think  that  if  a  man  eannot  get 
his  just  demands  he  is  entitled  to  strike,  I 
look  for  the  time  to  come  when  these 
men  will  he  able  to  get  justice  from  this 
House,  and  strikes  will  be  done  away 
with.  All  these  organisations  right 
through  the  departments  have  their 
coaches  and  organisers  ;  true,  they  are  not 
yet  directly  represented  here  in  this 
House,  but  they  have  friends  here 
who  are  prepared  to  take  up  their 
quarrels.  Mr.  Lewin  Hill,  after  retiring  on 
a  very  good  pension,  denounced  these  men 
and  said  they  ought  to  be  disfranchised, 
but  I  doubt  if  any  (lovernment  would 
follow  the  suggestion.  They  have  eveiy 
right  to  the  franchise,  but  the  intimida- 
tion which  they  have  to  put  up  with  is 
simply  scandalous. 

The  SKCKETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Hanuuuy,  Preston) :  If  the 
hon.  Gentleman  will  give  me  the  names 
with  regard  to  this,  the  matter  shall  be 
incpiired  into. 

Mr.  STEADMAN  :  Hitchcock  is  one 
name.  Look  at  the  case  of  Mr.  Itash, 
whose  increment  was  at  first  stopped  be- 
cause he  was  an  official  of  the  men's 
organisation.  Now  that  he  has  got  his 
increment  they  are  watching  him  about 
as  if  he  was  a  felon  instead  of  an  honest 
workman  employed  by  the  State. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  This  is  a  well- 
known  case,  which  has  been  very  care- 
fully inquired  into,  and  T  can  assure 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  is  entirely 
mistaken  in  the  statement  which  he  has 
just  made  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  STEADMAN:  I  am  only  going 
on  the  facts  which  have  been  placed  at 
my  disposal.  I  accept  the  explanation  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  am 
pleasea  to  hear  that  it  is  not  so.  I  hope 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  will  con- 
cede what  these  men  are  asking,  which  is 
simply  for  an  opportunity  of  aj)pearing  be- 
fore a  Committee  composed  of  Members 
of  this  House  in  order  that  they  may 
state  their  grievances.  T  know  the  right 
hon.  (Tcntleman  has  already  stated  that 
two  Committees  have  been  appointed  to 
consider  this  question,  and  he  further 
asked  what  guarantee  was  there  that  this 
new  Committee  would  siitisfy  the   Tost 

J/r.  Steadmiii^ 


!  Office  employees.  My  opinion  is  that 
they  will  be  satisfied  with  this  Committee, 
and  there  will  be  an  end  to  the  matter. 
If  this  is  not  done,  they  will  go  on  agitat- 
ing until  the  Committee  is  appointed, 
and  it  might  just  as  well  be  appointed 
first  as  last.  If  the  men  have  no  case,  so 
much  the  worse  for  the  men,  and  so  much 
the  better  for  the  Government.  Seeing 
that  these  men  are  the  faithful  servants 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  bring 
into  the  revenue  three  or  four  million 
sterling  per  annum,  I  think  they  are 
worthy  of  the  just  consideration  of  this 
House,  and  I  move  that  item  A  be  re- 
duced by  XI 00,  in  respect  of  the  salary  of 
the  Postmaster-General. 

Motion  made  and  resolution  proposed— 

"  That  item  A  (salaries)  be  reduced  by  £100, 
in  respect  of  the  salary  of  the  Postiiiaster- 
'  General." — {Mr.  Stcadmon,) 

I  *Cai>tain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.): 
I  I  desire  to  speak  for  a  few  moments  on 
i  this  question,  because  I  feel  that  if  the 
right  hon.  gentleman — who  we  all 
acknowledge  to  be  one  of  the  most  fair- 
!  minded  men  who  ever  sat  on  that  bench 
— would  consent  to  this  inquiry  he  would 
not  only  be  making  his  own  path 
smoother,  but  would  be  doing  a  great 
public  service.  These  officials  So  not  feel 
that  they  have  been  treated  with  justice, 
and  it  is  most  galling  to  Members  of  this 
House  to  be  approached  and  constantly 
assailed  by  these  demands  for  justice  bv 
members  of  the  Postal  Department  anS 
of  the  Telegraph  Department,  who  com- 
plain that  they  have  not  received  justice 
at  the  hands  of  the  Government.  Now 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  when  deal- 
ing with  this  subject  last  year, 
endeavoured  to  show  that  the  tele- 
graphists were  men  who  were  not  per- 
forming work  of  such  a  skilful  character 
as  had  been  made  out.  These  men  are 
placed  in  charge  of  delicate  apparatus. 
They  are  suj)posed  not  only  to  understand 
it,  but  also  to  be  able  to  detect  faults  and 
put  them  right.  They  have  now  to  per- 
form duties  which,  when  they  first 
entered  the  service,  were  done  by  skilled 
officers,  and,  therefore,  it  cannot  be  con- 
tended that  they  are  not  peiiorming 
labour  of  a  very  high-class  character. 
They  are  men  who  must  have  not  only 
mental  quickness  but  physical  dexterity, 
and  they  have  to  do  their  labour  under 
great  pressure.  They  claim  that  they  are 
treated  on  a  par  with  those  who  perform 
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a  class  of  work  which  is  tint  quite  of  such 
a  high  onUir.  These  men  perfor'm  v^^vy 
difficult  (lutiea,  which  require  considerable 
experienee  to  enable  them  to  perform. 
With  regard  to  these  five  years'  men  the 
Tweedmouth  Committee  was  asked  to  re- 
commend that  these  men  should  receive 
from  24s.  to  28s.  per  week,  and  they  con- 
sider that  the  whole  question  ha^  been 
e%^aded,  and  in  this  way.  Ttjt'y  ha\ij 
allowed  an  employee  after  twenty-otiL* 
years  of  age  to  have  an  increment  yearly 
of  some  £6,  if  he  learng  sorting,  and  fur- 
ther on  another  increment  of  another  £0, 
but  this  does  not  meet  the  question  in  any 
way.  These  men  have  to  pj^ss  a  special 
examination,  and  to  prove  that  this  test  is 
not  a  farce  1  mav  say  that  only  46  per 
cenL  of  the  candidates  succeed  in  pass- 
ing the  examination.  These  men  have 
to  preparo  for  this  exannnation  in  their 
own  time,  and  what  they  were  given  to 
expect  they  would  obtain  by  the  Tweed 
mouth  Commission  they  have  not  yet 
obtained.  The  other  class  who,  I  think, 
have  a  certain  grievance  are  the  operators, 
who  complain  that  they  are  debarred 
from  obtaining  the  maximum  rate  of 
XI 90  per  annum.  These  men  entered 
the  service  in  view  of  the  statement 
placed  before  them  by  the  Civil  Service 
Commissioners,  and  they  were  given  to 
understaiid  that  they  had  a  prospect  of 
rising  to  XI 90  per  annum.  What  is  the 
answer  which  the  right  hon,  Uentleman 
gives  to  that  ?  It  is  that  owing  to  a 
ay  stem  of  classification  being  done  away 
with,  and  the  first  and  second  class  being 
amalgamated,  a  special  class  has  been 
formed,  and  the  men  can  olitain  promo- 
tion to  that  class.  But  the  ditticuUy  of 
getting  into  that  class  is  so  great  that 
practically  the  majority  of  the  men  remain 
at  a  maximum  of  XI GO  per  year,  whereas 
they  were  led  to  believe  that  they  could 
attain  a  maximum  of  XI 90.  Now  a  man 
has  to  serve  something  like  twenty  years 
before  he  can  obtain  the  sum  of 
XI 60,  and,  therefore,  promotion  is 
practically  impossible.  In  Liverpool  the 
time  for  promotion  is  about  17  years  for 
men  in  the  Postal  Department,  com- 
pared with  some  27  for  the  telegraphists. 
The  telegraphists  are,  in  this  respect, 
placed  in  a  worse  position  than  the 
men  in  the  Postal  Department,  although 
it  is  admitted  that  they  perform  work  of 
a  slightly  superior  character.  The  Tweed- 
mouth  CommissioTi  recommended  that  the 
want  of  uniformity  of  the  work  should  be 


no  barrier  to  promotion,  It  has  been  ar- 
gued with  respect  to  the  telegraphists 
that  there  is  no  market  value  of 
labour  to  go  by,  but  it  is  well 
known  that  the  men  emph\yed  by 
the  Kastorn  Telegraph  Company  perform 
practically  the  same  work.  They  must 
I  be  men  of  a  slightly  higher  classi  and 
'  superior  as  operators,  but  they  are  able  to 
obtain  X^04  per  annum,  and  the  average 
service  for  that  salary  is  some  19  years. 
Therefore,  the  (-Tovemment  treat  their 
public  sonants  unfairly  as  compared  with 
the  outside  labour  market.  Now  I  come 
to  the  question  of  finality.  If  a  Com- 
mittee were  now  appointed  I  think  it 
would  lead  to  the  closing  of  the  whole 
question.  I  think  it  is  degratling  not 
only  to  the  Government,  but  also  to  the 
Members  of  this  House,  to  be  constantly 
assailed  in  regard  to  these  grievances  in 
many  instances  by  our  own  couBtituents. 
I  do  not  believe  that  I  have  any 
constituents  connected  with  the  telegraph 
departments,  but  many  hon.  Members 
have  been  approached  by  these  men,  who 
demand  what  they  believe  to  be  just  and 
proper.  I  am  compelled  to  ailmit  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  met  the  men 
very  fairly  on  what  is  known  as  the 
Norfolk-IIanbury  Commission,  and  I  think 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  will 
agree  with  me  that  or*  that  Commission 
1  gave  him  loyal  support.  In  the  in- 
terests of  the  House  and  of  the  public 
service  this  matter  should  be  placed  at 
rest  at  once.  I  have  always  spoken  in 
defence  of  public  servants  in  this  House, 
and  I  l>elievo  that  they  are  being  unfairly 
treated.  It  is  well  known  that  they  have 
not  the  same  power  of  combination  as 
other  men  have  in  the  outside  world. 
Therefore,  it  is  due  to  these  men  that 
their  position  should  be  investigated  by 
Members  of  this  House.  If  after  inves- 
tigation has  taken  place  and  justice  has 
been  done  by  this  House,  further  agita- 
tion takes  place,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man knows  that  he  will  have  no  more 
cordial  supporter  than  myself.  1  am 
con  tide  Jit  that  this  concession  will  not 
only  give  satisfaction  to  the  men  con- 
cerned,  l>ut  also  to  the  service  generally. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed^ 
"  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  re<luce<l  by  £100 

in  respect  of  the  salarj-  of  tlic   rosttiiaster- 

General/'— (Afr.  iik'4>dmun). 

Siu  W.   CAMEIiON    GULL   (Devon- 
shire, Barnstaple):    There  are  just  two 
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or   three  points   to   which    I   desire    to   after  themselveSi  surely  a  late  letter-b 
allude.    The  first  13  the  principle  by  which  i  cat!  do  the  same.     A   verv'  large   sum  i*f 

Tui>nLn'  is  gi\  (sn  hy  the  public  for  grntuitics 
to  guards  and  other  non-Post  Office 
servants  for  looking  after  mail  haga 
and  parcels,  and  if  it  is  only  a 
ijuestiou  of  the  safe  custody  of 
!  these  boxes,  I  think  it  is  very  CAsy, 
by  granting  a  small  extra  sum  of  monev, 
to  see  that  these  boxes  are  adoquateiy 
protected,  and  it  would  l>e  undoubtedly 
a  great  convenieuce  if  a  late  letter-box 
could  bo  attached  to  these  train.^.  Thii* 
would  be  very  convenient  to  the  outlying 
districts,  where  there  is  very  often  ouly 
a  short  space  of  time  to  answer  letters 


the  wages  of  postmen  in  county  tosvris 
are  tixed.  I  believe  there  are  five  difle-  ' 
rent  scales  granted  to  postmen,  and  their 
wages  are  fixed  in  some  cases  according 
to  the  population  of  the  town  in  question. 
That  is  a  very  clear  and  disijinet  principle, 
but  now,  apparently,  another  principle  is 
being  introduced,  and  that  is  the  cost  of 
living,  which  is  one  of  very  corHideralde 
diMcnlty.  The  Post  Office,  apparently, 
are  not  nosv  dealing  with  the  wages  of 
postmen  either  on  the  one  principle  or  on 
the  other.  In  a  case  which  I  brought 
before   the  authorities  some  time  ago,  on 


the  principle  of  po[)ulcitioii,  the  postmen  '  before  the  mail  goes,  and  the  extra  hour 
were  entitled  to  a  much  higher  scale  of  ,  or  so  which  a  late  letter-box  w^oukl  give 
wages  ;  and  another  case  ha^l  been  them  would  be  a  very  great  convenience 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  authorities  !  inileed.  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
where   it   was   shown    that    the   cost  of  j  man  will  do  his  best  to  see  if  this  can  be 


living  entitled  the  postmen  to  the  higher 
scale,  and  there  the  case  was  met  by 
the  argument  that  the  population  of 
the  district  was  not  sulTicieiit.  There- 
fore, as  far  as  the  Post  OtHee  is  con- 
cerned, we  get  a  sort  of  seesaw  —  one  ' 
listrict  asks  for  a  higher  rate,  and  we 
Ire  told  that  the  popidation  is  not  suffi- 
cient ;  another  district  aska  for  a  higher 
rate^  and  we  are  told  that  the  cost  of 
living  there  does  not  warrant  it,  I  hope 
the  right  hori.  Gentleman  will  state  on 
what  principle  these  matters  ai'o  settled. 
I  think  the  most  convenient  one  is  the  rate 
lixod  by  the  population,  without  going 
into  the  question  of  the  cost  of  living, 
which  must  be  a  very  difficult  ([uestion 
lo  settle.  Then  there  is  the  (j  nest  ion  of 
providing  more   late  letter-boxes  on  the 


done. 

Mr.  SPICER  (Monmouth  Boroughs): 
I  do  not  wish  to  weary  the  Committeo 
with  goirjg  over  the  details  of  these  diffi- 
culties in  connection  with  many  of 
the  employees  of  the  Post  Office.  I  desire 
to  assueiule  myself  with  the  remarks  of 
my  hon.  friend,  the  Member  for  We»t 
Newitigton,  I  listened  in  the  earlier 
part  of  the  Session  with  groat  interest  to, 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  wbeu  h«^ 
declined  a  Committee  of  Inquirv*,  Aod 
since  then,  though  I  thought  at  t^e  time 
he  had  made  out  a  goo ' 
taken  some  trouble  to  uiquire  inta 
the  different  answers  given  to  many 
of  his  statements,  and  I  eofifeai, 
the     more      I      have     gone     into     the 


trains.      All    tlie   mail   trains   carry    in  I  matter     tlie     more    I    have     come     t*j 

certtiin  carriages  a  Ute  lettet-box^  whieli 

always  there»  but  itj  the  remote   country 

districts     we     have    no    such    facilities. 

We  have    been  asking    for    some    time 

for  late  letterboxes  to  be  attached  to  the 

trains  from  llfraccmibe  to  Barnstaple,  and 


the  conclusion  that  this  matter  will  nev 
be  properly  settled   until  there  has  been 
an  inquiry  by   ^lembers  of  this   House* 
After  all,  in  these  days  of  labour  dispute 
I  maintain  that  the  greater  portion   ci 
these    disputes    would    not     reach    tbQ 


we  have  been   tuld  that  it  is    tpiite  im-  i  painful   positiun   they    do 
possible,  and   that  bite  letter-boxes  can*  i  felt    they     hiwJ     always 


if    enipltyyeci; 

the    light    of 


not  bu  put  on  these  trains  urdess  there  is    approach  to  their  own  pHnci^utls,  wbethei 
someone  in  charge  of  them.     I  pointed  '    ' 
out   that   uii   amtther  branch,  from  Tor- 
ring  ton  to  Biirnstaple,  there  was    a  late 
letter-box,  but  we  were  told  that  it  never 

ought  to   have   been  there,  and   that  it  I  mcnt  Depiirtment,  after  all,   if  it  is  im* 
was  quite   impossible  to  grant  another.  ]  possible  to  come  to  a  satisfiMitory  solutioi 
The  reason  given  seems  to  me  to  be  per- '  of  the  (picstion  by  a  discussion  betwcei 
fectly  extraordinary,  for  it  is   th^U  there     " 
is  nobmly  to  look  after  them.     Now,  if 
ail  the  letter-boxes  in   the  country  look 
Sh  n\  ("nmrmi  GttU.  J 


those  principals  an^  the  heads  of  priv 
firms  or  of  great  limited  comi>iinies.  Sog 
I  sfiy,  in  connection  with  any  longi 
standing  dispute  going  on  in  any  Govenv 


the  employees  and  the  heads  of  thi 
Departments,  and  then  with  the  repre- 
sentativus  uf  those  Departments  in  thit 
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House — tben  I  maifiUiin  those  employees  ^ 
have  a  nght  to  appeal  to  t)ie  Members  of 
this  House  to  look  iiito  the  liutstujti  by 
appointing  a  Committee.     ThoiiJb;h  1  give 
tlie  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  full  credit 
for  having  done  all  he  can  in  this  matter, 
I  feel  contidcnt  that  snoner  tr  later  this 
Committee  will  have  to  bo  appointed.    It 
may  not  be  appointed  during  this  Parlia 
mcnt,  but  it  will  be,  I  am  i^uite  sure,  in 
»om©  future  Parliament,  and  by  that  time 
a  great  deal  of  real  damage  in  the  way  of 
discipline  will  have  been  eirected.    I  shall 
support  the  motion  for  a  reduction  unlens 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman   is   willing  to  ! 
grant  this  inquiry,  which,  in  the  interests  \ 
of    the   public   service,    must    bu   given 
sooner  rather  than  later, 

Mr.  ASCROFT  (Oldham):  1  regret 
that  the  hon.  Mernlier  who  has  moved 
the  re<luctton  ba.s  not  thought  Jit  to 
demand  a  Committee  to  inquire  not  only 
into  the  wages  of  postmen,  but  also  into 
the  administration  and  management  of 
the  Past  Office  itsell  I  feel  satisfied  that 
we  do  not  get  the  full  value  for  the 
money  we  spend  in  the  Post  Office,  and  i 
if  it  were  run  on  linsinesslike  lines  we  ' 
should  have  far  less  complaints  made.  I 
have  good  leasons  for  supporting  this  ' 
amendment,  for  my  coubtituents  have 
petitioned  the  Postmaster-General,  and 
their  petition  has  been  refused,  I  under- 
stand that  the  salaries  of  the  postmen  are 
ba^^ed  ufjon  the  population.  Now  the 
eonstituency  which  I  represent  has  • 
20;*, 000  people  in  it,  and  the  salaries  you 
pay  the  postmen  there  run  from  22s.  or  i 
24a.  to  a  maximum  of  26s.  At  Cardiff, 
Derby,  Wolverhampton,  and  Sunderland, 
which  are  far  smaller  places  than  my  con- 
stituency, the  full  maximum  is  28s.  A 
memorial  from  my  constituency  has  been 
presented,  and  the  prayer  of  it  has  been 
declined.  We  are  asking  for  an  inquiry 
by  the  House  of  Commons  into  this  and 
olhsr  questions  There  was  a  cheer  I 
raised  when  reference  was  made  to  the  | 
postmen  bothering  the  Members  of  this 
House,  but  that  wa^  the  only  way  which 
the  postmen  have  of  getting  their  griev- 
ances remedied,  I  only  regret  that  the 
office  of  Postraaster-lxeneral  is  not  repre- 
sented directly  in  this  ilouse,  so  that 
we  might  go  more  fully  into 
these  questions  and  thresh  them  out. 
There  is  another  question,  and  a 
very  imi>ortant  question.  Every  Member 
of     this    House    is    aware    that     every 


sub-postmaster  and  postmistress  has  to 
enter  into  a  gunrantee,  and  to  get  that 
guarantee  they  have  to  go  loan  In,snrance 
Company  and  pay  a  premium,  which  is, 
considering  the  smallness  of  the  amount, 
a  ver\^  C(  nsiderable  item.  Last  year, 
on  behsilf  of  a  number  of  my  constituents, 
I  approached  the  i^ostmaster-General  and 
submitted  to  him  a  scheme  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  forming  an  association  of  post- 
masters to  guarantee  the  members  of  that 
association  at  a  small  premium,  and  wo 
wxre  led  to  believe  that  if  w^e  were  finan- 
cially strong,  and  on  businesK  linos,  we 
should  reeeixe  the  same  treatment  as 
other  associations.  We  formed  ourselves 
into  that  cnmpany,  and  we  were  prepared 
with  some  thousand  pounds  which  we 
offered  to  invest  in  Consols  if  he  would 
only  allow  us  tn  insure  by  mean.s  of 
bonds  the  members  of  our  association.  That 
wa.s  refuse<l  on  moat  curious  grounds, 
namely,  that  we  had  not  sufficient  mem- 
bers, neither  had  we  sufficient  capital 
The  Postmaster-General  had  forgotton 
what  had  Iveen  the  habit  and  custom  of 
himself  and  all  previous  Postmaster- 
Generals  during  the  last  twenty  years, 
I  find  on  referring  to  the  Post  Office 
figures,  that  in  18HTa  society  a.ssured  the 
Postmaster  -  General  against  the  dis- 
honesty of  5,451  sub-po.stmasters ;  the 
liability  was  £1,025,000,  and  the  whole 
of  the  fimds  of  that  society  were  i.o  more 
than  £2,571,  The  risk  was  not  great, 
and  the  whole  amount  of  defalcations 
amounted  to  only  £147  13s.  7d.  Each 
year  followed  on  pretty  nearly  the  same 
basis  till  1^117,  when  the  same  Society, 
which  had  then  £17,754,  assured  an 
amount  of  £6,-500,000,  and  the  whole 
defalcations  were  £1,240.  Taking  the 
whole  of  the  statistics  in  relation  to  the 
defalcations  during  the  last  year,  I  think 
they  amounted  to  1  in  400,  but  the 
amotmts  have  been  exceedingly  small, 
langing  from  £37  to  £54.  I  submit  that, 
under  these  circumstances,  an  association 
of  postmasters  who  bind  themselves  to- 
gether for  insuring  honesty  and  pre- 
venting loss  to  the  Post  (Office  ought 
to  be  met  in  a  much  more  kindly 
manner  than  they  were  met  by  the 
Postmaster-General,  and  I  only  hope  his 
representative  will  have  ibis  question  in- 
quired into,  and  when  I  come  before  him 
with  some  of  these  members  of  the  associa- 
tion we  may  have  a  di  He  rent  result  than 
that  which  wo  have  had  up  to  the  present 
time. 


1 1 1  SuppliJ 

Mr.    MADDISON  (Sheffiokl,   Bright- 
I  desire  to  support  this  reduction, 
because  I  think  the  inquiry  risked  for  ia 
one   which    the    Government  ought    to 
gTJvnt.     I  quite  agree  with  what  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stepney  said  with  respecL  to 
strikes,  and  more  cspeciidly  with  regard 
to  postal  employees.     I  have  iong  come 
to  the  conchision   that  min  employed  by 
the  State  who  have  an  opportunity  of  ftrst 
appealing  to  the  responeible  Government 
and  then  to  the  Members  of  this  House 
ought   Ttot  to  have  it   both    ways.      Of 
course  they  ciinnot  lie  in  the  same  poj^i- 
tion  a 8  private  employees  who  are  dealing 
with    a    single  iirm,   and   it   should   be 
remembered  that  State  employment  has 
its  disadvantages  as  wellasitsatlvantages. 
One    of  the  disadvantages  is   that  it  is 
riddled    through  and  through  and    per- 
meated with  fjttieialism,  and   it  iti  almost 
impossible — although  we    have   such    an 
eminently  fair-minded  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  affairs  as   the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury— ^for   those  men    to   put   their 
giievances  before  him  or  the  Postmaster- 
General  in  a  way  that  will  give  them  a 
chance,  I  wont  say  of  fair  play,  but  of 
that  investigation  which  is  necessary  to 
come    to   a   just  conchisioiL      It   is   no 
indictment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
to  Siiy  that  he  is  necessarily  in  the  bands 
of    the  permanent    officials,   for    tliat  is 
a   necessity    of    the    ease,      IIo    caimot 
inquire  Jjimself,  except  through  an  official 
medium,  and  when  we   have   eases   put 
before  us  on  the  authority  of  very  reliable 
men  where  iatimid.ition  and  other  injus- 
tices have   been   perpetrated   under    the 
system  of  which   these  men  complained, 
I  say  that  these  employees  have  no  other 
alternative  but  to  appeal  to  the  Members 
of   this    House.     For   my   part,    1    have 
always  had  some  hesitation  in  taking  up  ' 
the  cases  of  men  employed  by  the  St-itc, 
because   undoubtedly  there   is  a  sort  of 
notion  that^  because  they  are  employed 
by    the    State,    they    can     make     such  ' 
demands  as  they  like,  because  they  are 
paid  out  of  a  very  full  Treasury.     I  know 
that  every  halfpenny  of  that  money  comes 
out  of  the  general  fixation  of  the  country, 
and  1  agree  that  wc  are  here  txB  guardians 
of   the   public   purse.      The    right   hon. 
Gentleman  has  never  denied  that  we  are 
here  as  the  guardians  of  these  men's  in- 
terest, and  it  has  not  been  shown  that  the 
public  interest  is  of  greater  importance 
than  the  interest  of  these  men,  who  do  so 
much  for  tlie  prosperity  of  the  country* 
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I  therefore    appeal    to    tb©   right    hon. 
Gentleman  to  grant  a  Committee  of  this 
House.     We  do  not  w^ant  an  official  in- 
quiry, but  what  is  needed  is  that  Members 
of   Parliament,  responsible  to  their  con- 
sciences and  to  their  constituencies,  should 
sit  on  that  Committee,  and  with   the  jis* 
sistance  of  the  Department  decide  the^c 
I  various  eases  which  are  causing  so  much 
I  discontent  in  the  service.     In  this  case  we 
want  a  non-official  Committee,  although  I 
confess  that  I  do  not  think  such  an  inquiry 
will  put  an  end  to  disputes  in  the  future. 
I  wish  to  call  attention  to  what  I  think 
is  a  great  scaiidal  m  connection  with  the 
postal  service,  and  that  is  the  insanitary 
condition  of  many  of  the  postal  buildings. 
Now,   1    know    that    the    chief    medical 
officer  of  the  Depiirtment  declared  before 
the  Twecdmouth  Committee  that  anything 
affecting    the   health   of    the    men  with 
regard  to  their  duties,  or  any  insaniuiry 
conditions  of   the   Post  Office  buildings, 
w^ould  be  reported  to  him  at  once  by  the 
local  medical   officer,  whose  duty  it  was 
to  point  out  what  in  his  opinion  required 
to  be  remedied.     That  is  a  sort  of  answer 
which  settles  everything  in   the   offieiaJ 
mind.     What  more  need  of  inquiry  into 
the  insanitary  condition    of   Post  Offices 
can    there   be,   when    the   chief   medical 
officer  deliberately,  and   on    his  own  re- 
sponsibib'ty,  declares  that  all  citses  of  in- 
sanitation    are   reported    to  him   by  the 
local  medieal  officers  and  would  therefore 
be  attended    to  ?     What  are  the    facts  t 
The  Twcedinouth  Conmiittee,  as  the  right 
hon.     Gentleman      knows      \cvy     well, 
scheduled  182  postal  offices,  and  the  con- 
dition  of    *)9  of   these  was   condemnecL 
When  we  remember  that  there  arc  over 
20, 000  postal  buildings  in  the  country, 
and  that  only  a  small  proportion  of  these 
were  schefluled,   is  it    not  an    enormous 
percentage    that  was  proved    to  be    in- 
.sanitary  ?     Does  it  not  go  a  long  w*ay  to 
show  that  you  want  much  more  than  a 
mere  declaration  fnmi  the  medical  officer 
of  health,  however  high   his  position  may 
be  ?     I  wouhl  just  like  to  refer  to  one  or 
two  of  the  offices   in    which   this   great 
nation  does  its  business.     Take  Grimsby, 
I  do   not  know  whether  it   is  called  an 
impoitant  place — no  doubt  the  people  of 
Grimsby  think  it  is^ — but  what  is  the  con- 
dition'of  the  Prist  Office  there  ?     It  con- 
sists of  a  buildino:,  or   btnldings,  which 
were  fnrmerJy  used  as  a  giuet^rs  shop,  a 
butcher's    shop,    a    confectioners    shop, 
and    a     barber*8    shop,     which     is     I 
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suppose  tbrowu  iu  to  give  it  tliguity. 
The  instrument  mom  useil  hy  ihe 
telegraphists  is  made  up  »>f  what 
usea  to  be  the  be<-lri>oma.  The 
ceilings  are  luw,  and  a  few  small  windows 
are  the  only  means  of  ventilation*  This 
is  the  wretched  concern  in  which  the 
Go%ernnient  business  is  cfu lied  on,  and  I 
my  it  is  a  disgrace  to  this  great  nation 
that  men  should  have  to  perform  their 
arduous  diities  in  iiich  a  hovel  Come  to 
another  town,  Preston,  with  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ia,  no  doubt,  well 
accniainted,  seeing  that  it  is  his  own  con- 
stituency.    There  the  lavatory  ^-^ 

Mu,  HANBURY  :  I  may  at  once  state 
that  a  new  Pi>st  Office  is  being  erected, 
and  all  this  will  be  remedied. 

Mft.  M ADDISON  :  But  how  long  wUl 
it  be  before  that  is  done  t 

Mr.  il anbury  :  The  work  is  in  hand 
now, 

Mh.  MADDISON  :  However  that  may 
be,  it  does  not  affect  my  point.  (A 
laugh.)  I  must  say  that  I  am  surprised 
that  a  postal  reformer,  of  all  people  fn 
the  world,  should  laugh  when  I  am 
endeavouring  to  point  out  that  men  are 
boin^  killed  by  the  «undjtions  nndtT 
whiclj  they  are  called  upon  to  fuliil  their 
thities.  Now,  in  the  l*reston  11>Bt  Oflico 
the  dining-room  is  only  separated  from 
the  lavatory  by  a  lath  and  plaster  par- 
tition, and  offensive  smells  are  so  often 
noticeable  that  clerks  are  compelled,  at 
times,  to  leave  their  dinners  urifinished. 
What  about  the  local  medical  oflicer  ? 
Why  does  he  not  report  the  case  to  the 
chief  medical  superintendent?  No  doubt 
in  the  new  Post  Office  things  may  be 
different,  but  what  is  to  be  flone  until 
the  new  uffico  is  reafly  ?  In  dozens  of 
offices  a  similar  state  of  aflairs  exists,  if 
not  worse,  and  why  is  it  .'  Simply 
because  the  Government  put  a  ring  fenc^ 
around  their  offices  and  keep  out  the  ordi- 
nary sanitary  authorities.  Why  shoidd 
they  not  allow  these  offices  to  come  under 
the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act  1  Why  not 
allow  the  inspectors  to  go  into  these 
offices  f  The  Home  Office  is  a  depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  and  we  all 
know  it  has  done  great  service  to  the 
health  and  general  well-being  of  the ' 
work-people  of  this  country.  I  ask, 
then,  and  surely  it  is  a  pertinent  ques 
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tion,  why  they  do  not  allow*  the  At'ts 
to  apply  aitu  thus  ensure  that  the 
officer  are  kept  swoct  and  clean  and  lit 
for  people  to  work  in.  Why  should 
I  bey  be  exenipted  from  the  regulations 
which  private  enjpl  overs  are  forced 
to  observe  ?  We  are  sometimes  twitted 
with  clainnng  special  privileges  fur  State 
workmen,  but  here  we  are  only  asking 
that  they  shall  be  put  on  an  e(|uality  with 
the  employees  of  private  firniB,  I  sup- 
pose the  right  hon.  gentleman  will  give 
us  the  usual  stereotyped  answer,  as  he 
did  when  the  case  of  Mr.  Ash  was  brought 
before  him.  He  knows  very  well  that 
in  that  case  Mr,  Ash  made  a  comphunt 
which  was  set  aside.  He  also  knows  that 
in  the  very  same  office  the  operators 
have  complained,  and  that  their  fom- 
plaints  were  contemptuously  ignored 
until  the  Committee  reported  that  the 
very  place  as  to  which  the  complaints 
were  made  was  practically  in  the  condi- 
tion they  alleged,  and  was  incommodious 
and  insanitary.  Therefore  I  do  submit 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  this  is 
a  question  he  should  take  into  his  serious 
consideration.  It  is  not  merely  a  matter 
for  in<j ui ry  ;  it  is  one  for  prompt  action 
on  common -sense  lines, 

*TeE  CHAIRMAN  :  I  nuist  inform  the 
hon.  iM ember  that  the  question  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  Post  Offices  should 
bo  raised  on  the  Vote  for  Public  Build- 
ings. It  cannot  properly  be  raised  on  this 
YiJte. 

Mr.  MADDISON  :  I  had  thought  it 
might  be  so,  but  the  only  way  to  test  it 
was  to  pri>ceed,  and  as  you  kindly  allowed 
me  to  go  on,  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  1  must  be  in  order.  Of  course,  Sir, 
your  niand^.te  is  supreme,  and  I  bow  at 
once  to  it,  I  will  only  say,  in  conclusion, 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
give  us  the  inquiry  for  which  wo  are 
asking, 

Mr,  MONK  (Gloucester):  I  wish  to 
say  one  or  two  w^ords  with  regai-d  to  the 
desire  of  the  employees  of  the  Post  Offico 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to 
consider  their  grievances.  I  supported 
the  Amendment  to  the  Address  moved 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Stepney,  and  1 
see  no  reason  to  regret  the  vote  I  then 
gave.  On  the  ctmtrary,  I  nuist  say  I 
think  it  very  undesirablp  that  alleged 
grievances  should  be  allowed   to  seethe 
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below  the  suifiice.  Tlioj  cause  grave  I 
discontent  in  the  public  nei  vice,  and  I  am 
sure  that  if  my  ri^ht  hon.  frititicl  would  con 
sent  to  the  apfiointnierit  of  a  Committee 
of  this  House  it  would  have  a  very  good 
ami  salutary   etfecL     I  do    not  wish    to 


sion,  as  they  would  accept  its  verdict 
lint  exactly  tht*  saaie  promise  ha**  I>ee5 
given  on  previous  oceafeion?.  There  wua 
an  agitation  on*  the  very  points  we  arc 
now  di.scussing.  Those  points  ha^o  heon 
under  discussion  four  or  tive  or  six  veAtz, 


bring  forward  any    grievances    on    this  '  and  the  very  same  points  were  raised  at  ihe 


occasion,  but  I  do  make  this  appeid  to  my 
right  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  My  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Gloucester  has  appealed  to 
me    to   grant    thit^    Committee    on    the 


time  when  the  Tweed  mouth  Cumiiiiil>e« 
was  appointed.  When  that  ConJinitlee 
was  appointed,  and  when  the  names  wen* 
read  uut  in  this  House,  there  was  a 
unanimijms  chorus  <jf  appruval,  and  every- 
budy  wlio  had  been  agitating  said,  **  U« 
grouTid  that  there  are  grievances  w^hich  I  exactly  the  sort  of  Cymmittee  we   want.'* 


are  seething  below  the  surface.  Now,  I 
should  say  that  of  all  grievances  con- 
nected with  any  Suite  Department,  these 
are  the  very  grievances  to  which  that 
remark  would  least  apply.  This  is  the 
third  or  fourth  time  on  which  an  appeal 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Comraona  has  been  bruught 
before  the  House  itself.  Wo  have  had 
this  question  threshed  out  periodically 
once  or  twice  every  Session,  Tfierc  has 
been  the  fullest  opportunity  given  for 
suiting  all  the  grievances,  and  I  should 
think  that  every  aMenda-r  of  this  House 
who  has  listened  to  the  Debates  on  the 
Post-OHice  service  must  know  these 
alleged  grievances  by  heart  at  the  present 
moment.  Not  otdy  have  we  had  speeeli 
fifter  speech  on  the  subject,  but  we  have 
been  Hooded  with  pamplet  after  pam- 
phlet and  i>ost  card  after  post-eard.  I 
canniit,  therefore,  agree  with  my  hon.  i 
friend  tltat  these  are  grievances  which  1 
are  seething  below  the  surfare,  Wlmt 
has  happened  in  this  ease  case?  The 
bon.  NI ember  for  Newington  appeals  for  | 
finality.  We  had  an  explanation  from 
the  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield  as  to  that, 
when  he  said  he  luul  no  doubt  that  if  this  , 
Committee  were  appuiriteil  it  would 
remove  certain  current  grievances,  but 
he  felt  certain  that  liew  ones  would  arise  \ 
at  once.  I 


Mil  M ADDISON:  1  did  not  say  at 
once.     1  said  after  a  considemblo  time. 

Mr.  HANBDKY  :  Welb  1  will  venture 
to  say  at  once,  from  experience.  The 
result  woidd  be  that  wo  should  havt*  a 
House  of  Commons  Comnu'ttee  silting 
practically  every  Session,  and  that  is  the 
finality  the  hon,  Mend*er  lias  undertaken 
on  behalf  of  those  for  whom  he  spoke. 
The  hon.  Memhei-  also  said  that  if  the 
Committee  siit  it  would  close  the  discus- 


(Mr.  Pn'Ki:ii,st;nj.:  No.)  1  beliovo  one 
Member^  the  hon.  Member  for  Bethnal 
Green,  dirl  object, 

Mk.  PICKERSGILL:  1  was  not  aione, 

Mtt.  HANBURY:  The  hon.  Member 
was  very  nearly  akme.  He  is  fonti  trf 
being  in  a  minority,  and  he  certainly 
was  in  a  minority  on  that  occasion.  Again 
the  .same  pronuse  was  made  when  the 
inquiry  was  held  by  the  Duke  «»f  Nor- 
folk and  myself.  That  iHquiiy,  it  wiin»e 
remembered,  was  suggested  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  tlie  Member  for  the  Forest 
of  Dean.  He  said,  **The  discussion  of 
these  matters  in  the  House  is  not  the 
best  way  out  of  the  ditfuulty,  and  that 
if  the  Tweedmouth  Committee  hu\c 
left  grievances  without  redress,  w^oiiM 
it  not  be  better  for  the  Postmaster 
General  and  the  Seeretary  to  the 
Trea.sury  to  sit  together,  so  that  both 
tlepartments  shall  be  representc<l  in  any 
decision  that  may  be  eonie  to  ?  *'  The 
suggestion  was  at  once  carried  into  effect, 
and  further  than  that,  we  also  agreed  that 
any  Members  of  Parliament  who  were 
interested  in  the  matter  should  sit  with 
us  and  be  allowed  to  ask  questions.  We 
got  most  valuable  assistance  from  some 
hon.  MemlK'rs.  So  far  us  finality  wiis 
concerned  we  h^id  a  distinct  under  - 
standing  before  the  Committee  sat,  and 
before  the  Conference  was  held  that  the 
decisions  come  to  should  be  accepted. 
Now,  were  the  decisions  c«»me  to  at  these 
two  inquiries  in  any  way  a«  I  verse  to  the 
claims  t^f  the  Post  (Jffice  oiheials  ?  Were 
the)  stinted  or  illil»eral  ?  The  Tweed- 
mouth  Committee,  on  the  eontntry,  alttir 
a  most  searching  inquiry—  an  inquiry 
prcsifled  over  by  Lord  Tweedmi>uth^  ii 
mo&t  impartial  man,  A\n\  held  before 
oiheials  weli  qmiiiliid  by  leebnical  and 
financial  knowledge   to    deal    with     tho 
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matter — made  proposals,  the  result  of 
which  Wti^  that  nearly  £*IOO,000  a  year 
was  afkled  to  the  salaries  of  the  staff  of 
tbo  rpst  Otiice,  That  was  a  very  con- 
Biderahlc  addition.  There  were  cerUiin 
points  reserved  by  the  Tweediiiouth 
Committee  which  apparently  they  were 
not  sure  eame  within  the  scopt-  of  their 
reference,  or  as  tu  which  they  had  not 
anftieient  information.  Well,  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk  and  niyself  practically  re- 
opened  the  whole  inrnn'ry.  We  allowed 
anybody  who  liked  to  come  before  us,  we 
saw  the  mt?n  themselves,  and  cunsc- 
quently  any  gaps  that  might  have  been 
left  open  by  the  Tweed  month  Committee 
were,  I  think,  thoroughly  filled  up. 
What  did  we  do  1  We  added  practically 
another  £100,000  a  year  to  the  £300,000 
granted  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Twecdmouth  Committee.  Nobody,  there- 
fore, can  say  that  these  men  have  not 
had  a  fair  hearing,  or  that  a  large 
addition  has  not  been  made  to  their 
ealaries.  After  all,  what  are  the 
grievances  brought  forward  tonight  ? 
Can  anybody  say  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Slept  ley  has  practically  shown  in  bi.s 
speech  any  real  grievance  whatever?  lie 
mentioned  one  or  two  small  crises,  Ijut, 
after  all,  what  are  they  as  comimrcd  with 
an  enormous  staii'  of  nearly  200,000  men  ? 
I  sjiy  with  regard  to  that  la rgestali"  that  you 
can  hardly  draw  a  comparison  between  it 
and  the  ordinary  sUiff  of  a  private  firm. 
Tiie  vastness  of  its  numbers  makes  a 
great  difl'erence,  and  while  I  am  far  from 
Baying  that  a  civil  department  of  I  his 
kind  ought  to  1n>  necessarily^  amenable  to 
the  sjime  sort  of  discipline  a6  exists  in  the 
Army,  I  do  say  that  the  same  principles 
are  at  work,  and  a  somewhat  stringent 
discipline  is  really  reijuired.  I  think 
that  any  Member  who  has  a  case  of  any- 
thing like  oppression  brought  under  his 
notice  is  perfectly  justified,  and  is,  in 
fact,  doing  right,  in  bringing  it  before 
either  the  Postmaster-denenil  or  ai3*self, 
or  even  before  the  House.  But  the  case 
which  was  niised  by  the  hon,  Mend>er 
for  Stepney  was  one  in  regard  to  w  hich  I 
felt  it  my  duty  to  interrupt  him  in  his 
remarks,  and  to  assure  him  that  he  was 
absolutely  misinformed  as  to  the  facts. 
No  doubt  it  is  right  there  should  be  an 
up]>eal  Uy  this  House,  but  it  is  a  gross 
abuse  of  that  right  of  appeal  for  hon. 
Members  to  plead  the  cases  of  individual 
members  of  the  staff,  in  order  to  get  for 
them  aiiditional  s;ilaries.     It  is  perfectly 


legitimate  to  bring  forwanJ  statements 
on  liehalf  of  large  classes  of  men. 
The  House  has  already  got  abundant 
information  with  regard  to  the  details  of 
this  cjise,  and  has  been  called  into  council 
as  to  the  proper  steps  to  be  taken.  It 
will  be  noted  that  the  hon.  Mendier  for 
Stepney  <lid  not  go  into  any  details 
whatever  on  the  question  of  wages  ;  he 
merely  hinted,  arnl  I  do  not  think  he  did 
more  than  that,  that  we  were  paying 
rates  belo  v  what  would  lie  paid  in 
outside  services.  It  is  somewhat  diffi- 
cult, no  doul)t,  to  draw  a  compirison 
lietween  what  the  Post-office  pays  and 
what  is  paid  by  private  firms.  But  1  will 
give  one  comparison,  at  any  rate,  atid  I 
think  it  is  the  onl}^  one  possible.  A  few 
years  ago  we  took  overfrnm  the  National 
Telephone  Company  the  employees,  prin- 
cipally women^  who  were  engaged  on  the 
trunk  wires,  and  I  venture  U>  say  that, 
counting  in  the  jjensions  we  now  }>ay 
them,  these  people  arc  receiving  from  :I0 
to  40  per  cent,  larger*  sabirics  than 
when  they  were  in  the  empluyment  of 
the  compjuiy.  Hon.  Members  who  draw 
comparisons  between  servants  of  the 
State  and  othtTs  are  Loo  apt  to  forget  the 
great  facilities  Post  OHice  servants  get, 
such  as  constant  employment,  large  pen- 
sions, good  holidays,  for  which  thtv  are 
paid,  and  large  sick  pay  and  sick  leave. 
If  these  are  added  together  it  will  be 
found  that  the  Post  Utiice  are  l>^iying 
wages  considerably  above  the  le\el  uf 
those  paid  by  outside  employers.  The 
hon,  Member  for  Stepney  was  only  able 
to  bring  forward  three  cases  of  grievance, 
and  two  of  them  concern  stripes.  After 
five  years^  unblemished  service  a  postman 
is  entitled  to  a  stripe,  which  means 
extra  pay  of  la.  a  week.  The  bou.  Mem- 
ber complained  that  a  rural  messenger 
did  not  receive  a  stripe  because,  instead 
of  clclivering  a  letter  to  the  house  to 
which  it  was  addressed,  he  gave  it  to 
somebody  whom  ho  met  some  distance 
from  the  house.  I  can  conceive  no 
greater  ofi*ence  on  the  part  of  a  po.Htman. 
The  very  thing  he  is  paid  to  do  is  to 
deliver  letters  at  houses  to  wliich  they 
ai'o  addressed.  The  second  case  was 
that  of  a  man  who,  having  served  fi\a 
years  with  an  unl)Iemished  character,  ha^ 
not  received  his  stiipc.  The  man  has 
only  to  bring  the  matter  l>efore  the  Post- 
master-General, or  before  the  ordinary  offi- 
cials of  the  Post  Otfice,  and  he  will  receive 
his  stripe  in  due  course.     The  third  C4iac 
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was  that  of  a  rural  postman  in  Scotland 
wboi  iji  the  opinion  of  the  hon.  Member, 
receives  an  insuflicient  allowariec  for  a 
horse  and  cart  he  has  to  provide.  I  can- 
not  believe  there  is  any  case  in  which 
only  1  Is,  a  week  is  allowed,  and  certainly 
not  a  case  in  which  only  8s.  is  allowed, 
and  I  feel  sure  the  hon.  Member  has  been  \ 
imposed  upon.  Then  the  hon.  Member 
complains  that  certain  engineers  who  ha<^l 
served  a  given  number  of  years  arc  not 
yet  on  the  established  staff.  The  reply 
on  that  head  is  that  in  the  Post  Oihce,  as 
in  other  branches  of  the  public  service, 
the  established  places  me  limited.  The 
hoa  Gentlemen  passed  on  to  what  he 
called  the  right  of  combination.  Does 
the  hon.  Member  deny  that  there  is  the 
fullest  right  of  combination  amongst  Post 
Office  officials  1  They  can  combine  for 
any  purpose  they  like,  and  they  have  full 
right  of  access  to  the  Postmaster-General 
himself.  The  only  limitation  imposed  by 
the  Postmaster-General  is  that  the  com- 
bination must  consist  of  W^f/^f  servants 
in  his  Department,  and  not  of  ootsiders, 
and  I  think  that  is  a  most  wise  and 
salutary  precaution.  The  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk has  refused,  as  everj^  Postmastcr- 
Generjil  has  refused,  to  listen  to  com- 
plaints which  do  not  come  from  his  own 
men,  l>nt  which  are  worked  up 
for  them  by  outside  iigitators.  Does 
it  not  seem  rather  absurd  that  a 
Btaflf  of  200,000  men  should  have  to  go 
outside  their  own  ranks  in  order  to  find 
a  fit  person  to  represent  their  views  ?  1 
should  like  to  say  one  further  word  with 
regard  to  thi.s  application  for  a  Committee 
of  this  House.  ^Vhy  should  we  have  it  at 
all  ?  Lot  me  speak  with  perfect  frank- 
ness about  this  thing.  We  have  already 
had  two  Committees  ;  we  have  also  had  a 
great  deal  of  pressure  brought  to  bear 
upon  Members.  That  pressure  is  hemm- 
ing almost  intolerable.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Newingion  posed  as  the  just  juflge, 
and  said,  *'  1  am  weary  of  all  this  agita- 
tion ;  let  tis  try  and  put  an  end  to  it." 
Well,  1  am  not  weary  of  the  agitation. 
So  lotig  as  1  am  satisfied,  as  I  am  now, 
that  everything  has  l>een  done  that  ought 
to  be  done  for  the  men,  I  will  not  yield 
to  agitation.  The  whole  thing  ban  been 
thoroughly  thrashed  out  ^ind  dealt  with 
fairly  ;  and  if  the  hon.  Mend)er  is  weary 
of  agitation,  well,  all  I  wui  say  is  that  1 
do  not  envy  the  man  who  takes  that  view 
oi  things, 
Mr.  Hanburyn 
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^Captain  NORTON  :  The  right  hon- 
Gentleman  misinterprets  me.  1  did  not 
say  1  wius  wearj'  of  agitation.  1  said  it 
was  positively  degrading,  both  to  the 
House  and  to  hon.  Members  indiWdu- 
ally,  that  year  by  year  those  complainta 
of  a  large  number  of  Government  officiab 
were  brought  before  us.  These  men 
were  labouring  under  the  idea  that 
they  were  not  receiving  justice,  and 
that  the  two  Committees  which  in- 
vestigated their  case  were,  practi- 
cally speaking,  packed  Committees. 
The  belief  of  these  men  is  that  their  ca^e 
was  investigated  largely  by  higher 
offieials,  and  their  feeling  is  that  these 
higher  officials  are  against  them  in  the 
matter ;  and  their  opinion  is  that  this 
House  will  give  them  justice. 

The  CHAHiMAN:  The  hon.  iind 
gallant  Meml»er  is  exceeding  the  limita 
of  a  personal  explanation. 

Mit.  HANBURV  •  I  say  at  once  that 
Idt>  myself  believe  that,  considering  every- 
ihing»  and  that  full  inquiry  has  already 
been  held,  the  only  advantage  these  men 
could  derive  from  a  House  of  Commons 
Committee  would  be  that  the  agitation 
and  pressure,  now  distributed  over  the 
whole  House,  would  be  focussed  and  con- 
concentrated  upon  the  Select  Committee, 
1,  for  one,  am  not  prepared  to  grant  a 
Committee  of  that  kind.  Now,  passing 
from  that,  I  come  to  the  question  raised 
by  my  friend  the  hon.  Memljer  for 
Barnstaple,  namely,  the  pnncip'e  u|H'>n 
which  postmen's  wages  are  paid.  I  was 
plad  to  hear  that  he  supported  the  view 
wliich  has  always  been  ttiken  by  the 
Treasury,  that  the  wages  of  postmen 
should  depend  on  the  population  of  the 
town  or  district  in  which  they  live. 
That  roughly  affords  a  test  of  the  cost 
of  living.  Unless  you  are  to  go  into  the 
special  circumstances  of  every  locality 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  thia 
rough-and-reaily  rule  is  the  best  test,  and 
it  has  been  found  to  work  well.  No  doubt 
the  hon.  Mem1»er  for  Oldham  made  the 
complaint  that  the  postmen  in  that 
town  were  not  being  paid  as  highly 
as  he  thought  ihey  should  be.  I  know 
the  interest  which  the  hon.  Member 
has  in  his  eonstitucnts,  but  at  the  same 
time  he  was  not  able  to  prove  that  these 


I  men  were  not  being  paid  uetordirjg  to  the 
I  population  scale.  The  hon.  Si  ember 
I  thought   that  as    some    concession    had 


121  Sitpphf 

been  made  in  Carditi'  and  Wnlverliamp- 
ton  a  similar  concession  should  be  Eiade 
to  Oldhrim.  I  am  always  opposed  to 
these  special  concessiuns,  \Vu  ought  to 
ad  ho  re  to  the  rough-and-ready  principle 
which  1  have  ex|}kined,  Tho  hon. 
Member  for  Barni^taplc  raised  a  further 
question  as  to  travelling  letter-boxes  on 
trains.  The  answer  given  him  by  the 
Department  seems  to  have  been  that 
there  was  no  Post  Office  ollicial  in  charge. 
After  all,  it  is  a  question  of  expense.  No 
doubt  if  there  were  a  sufficient  number 
of  letters  to  justify  it,  it  might  pay  the 
Poi<t  Office  to  put  a  man  in  charge. 
But  the  hon.  Mend>er  went  beyond  that» 
and  spoke  us  if  tbc  letters  could  take 
e^irc  of  themselves.  That  might  be  the  I 
case,  no  doubt,  if  tho  letters  were  going 
from  one  point  to  another  ;  but  if  they  I 
had  to  be  handed  out  at  intermediate  I 
stations  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  a  i 
man  in  charge.  j 

Sir  W.  CAMEliON  GULL:  There  are  ! 
exactly  the  same  number  of  intermediate  ' 
stations   V»etv\ecn  Torrington  and    Barn- 
staple    aa    between  Bideford  and    Barn- 
_ataple.  ^ 

Mn.  HANBUKY  :  If  that  were  the  i 
c.'use  there  ought  to  be  a  man  in  charge,  j 
I  think  the  Post  Otlice  ought  to  consult, 
so  far  as  it  can,  public  convenience.  All 
these  concessions  made  by  the  Past  Office 
not  only  add  to  the  public  convenience, 
but,  I  am  satisfied,  bring  in  fresh  busi- 
ness  and   a    handsome   return.      I    will 
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see  how  far  it  is  posisible  to  meet  the  case 
of  my  hon.  Friend ^  but  it  is  utterly  im* 
possible  to  put  I'ost  Office  officials  on 
such  tluty  unless  there  is  a  certain  amount 
of  business  to  warrant  the  charge.  My 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Oldham  has 
spoken  about  the  scheme  of  an  Associa- 
tion of  sub-postmasters  formed  foi  the 
purpase  of  finding  the  guarantees  roqidred 
by  the  Post  Office.  He  gave  his  case 
away,  I  think,  when  he  admitted  that 
there  was  not  autRcient  capital,  and  not 
a  sufficient  number  of  members  of  the 
Association. 

Mu.  ASCROFT  :  W^at  I  said  wa.s  that 
that  was  the  argument  of  the  Postmaster- 
General. 

Mk.  HANBURY:  If  the  hon.  Member 
will  give  me  the  number  of  the 
members  of  the  Association,  and  where 
these  men  can  be  found,  I  will  see 
what  can  be  done.  Then  there  was  the 
case  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Shcllield  as  to  Post  Office  buildings.  I 
cannot  go  into  all  the  details,  but  I  am 
very  much  obliged  to  him  for  hsiving 
brought  it  forward.  A  new  Post  Office 
is  reporter!  to  be  necessary  at  Preston, 
and  therefore  I  cannot  be  accused  of 
having  perpetrated  a  job  in  that  case.  If 
I  can  do  anything  to  meet  the  convenience 
of  Sheffield  I  shalJ  do  it. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided.  Ayes,  107; 
Noes,  158,     (Division  List  No,  166). 


Allan,  William  (Catesliead} 

A I  len,  W nit  N  ewe. under  Lyme) 

.Vlliwjn,  Kubt-rt  Andrew 

Ambiost!.  H'Ojcrt 

Austin,  M.  (Lirnmck,  W,) 

Baker.  Sir  John 

TWluw,  Ji»hn  Emitiott 

Bayley,  Tlii»nia-s  {Derbysliire) 

Beau  mo  n  t ,  Wt'  n  t  wo  r  th  CMi . 

mUmn,  Alfred 

Birrell.  Aiipi^tine 

Braadluir^t,  Heniy 

Brunner,  Sir  Johii  Tamlitifton 

Burt,  'rhoina** 

Caldift«?ll,  Jaiiief^ 

Cjimenjn ,  Si  rC  h  arl  eF!(  <  i  las*pow ) 

Carew»  Jaiiiet  l^aurenc* 

Cftrmiclmel,  Sir  T.  D.  (ribson- 

Cawley,  Fre^Icirick 

C banning,  Francis  AlUt on 

I  lark, Dr.  <  i.  B.  (Cnithnesa-Bb.) 

rbmj^di,  Walter  Owen 

Col  ville,  John 

DAlbiiU\  Colonel  Thilip  Fingh 


AYES, 

Dalzieb  JnmeA  Henry 
Dillon,  Jolm 

Doiigbu*»Ciiftrles  M.  (Lanark) 
Dnicker.  A. 
Dui^k worth,  Jiiines 
Ihinn,  Sir  William 
l^ni^lt^Iew,  CJiarle*4  John 
E*<nionde,  Sir  Tbonm!^ 
Evnnn,  S,aninel  T.  ic  ilaniorgan) 
Kvaa^^SirFramisHuSonth'ton) 
FarcjuJiarson.  Dr.  Bobort 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Uourle3%  Sir  Edw.  Teoiperley 
Oritfith,  Kills  J. 
ti anion,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Httrwoo<l,  Ge*>rge 
Hayne.  Bi.  Hon.  il  Seale- 
Ha7.«ll,  Walter 
Hfedderwick,  Tboma.**  i\  H. 
Holland,  W.  H,  (York,  W,  K.) 
Humphreys  Owen,  Arthur  C 
Jenkin*5.  Sir  Jobn  Jonrs 
Jones.  Willijtm   <<  arnjirvona.  | 
i  KcAiley,  HndAon»  K, 


Langley,  Batty 

Law  son  ^  Sir  W.  (CQinVland) 
Leese,  SirJ.    F.   (Accrington) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
IJoyd-ncorge.  David 
Louj^b.  ThoHUH 
MftcAleese,  Daniel 
M'Deriiiott,  Patrick 
M'Kwan,  William 
M'Kenna,  Betrinald 
Maddison,  Fr»*d 
Madon,  John  Mtinry 
Mendl,  Sit,d8  -  und  Ferdinand 
Monk,  Charles  Jatiiea 
MorUAUu.  Sir  S,  (Wliitechttpel) 
Mo.^^,  Samuel 

Norton,  Tapt.  Cecil  William 
Nnii?5ey,  Tbomaa  Willaii*^ 
O'Brien,  Jame^^  F.  X.  (Cork) 
U'C'»nnor,  Arthur  iDonejriil) 
O'Connor,  JameH(WicklowAV. 
O'Connor.  Y.  V.  (Liver] tool) 
(>hln»>d.  Murk 
Peiwe,  Alfrtsd  K,  (Clereland) 
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Pk'ker!*gill,  Edward  Hare 
Pilking^ton,SirUeo.ALanc88W 
Priestley,  Uri>|gM  (Yorks.) 
Hicketti  J.  f'oiii|>Um 
Roberts,  -lohn  Bryn  (Eilion) 
Robert**,  Joliii  H,  {Duiibighj?. ) 
Rohson,  Williarij  Smnvdon 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Sluiw,  riiaile*  Eilw.  (Stafford) 
Krnitb»  Samuel  (Flint) 
Sonttar.  Robiasion 
Spiecr,  Albert 
StevenHon,  Fmticis  S. 


Atkinaon,  Et.  Hon.  Jobn 
Bailev,  Jame,^  « Walworth) 
Balfmir,  Itt.  Hn  A.  J.(Maricb>) 
Bal four,  Kt Hij(  ieralil VV(Leed8 
BanUory,  Kr«d«ricrk  (Jeorge 
Hartley,  Treorjiie  i\  T. 
Barton,  Diirib'ir  Plunket 
Beaeli,  lit.  1 1  fi.  Si  r  M.  H  .1  ISi  istol ) 
Beckett,  Ernest  Williain 
Bq}^!^,  Ferdinand  Faith fuU 
B«tliell.  Coiniiiander 
Biildnlfdi,  .Mirliael 
Bill,  Charles 

Blakistnn  Honstnn.  dolm 
B  t  u  n  d  e  1 K  f  'o  I  oriel  Hen  ry 
Boulnoi^,  Edfiuind 
Hawle.^,T-Giljfton  ( King's  Lynn 
BraM>iey.  Allx^rt 
Cam [d>el  1 , K L  H n . -I  A  ( irlasgo w 
Carbon,  Ht.  Hon.  Edward 
C 1 J  an  1 1 M  jrl  a  1  n  ,d .  A  n  Klen )  W  o  re  V 
rbajdin,  lU.  Hon.  Henry 
Cbarrinj^'ton,  Sfjeneer 
Ct»ddin;^ton,  Sir  WUliani 
i'lj'llhill.  l»)HjL,da'i  Harry 
C  111  en,  Benjitniin  Louis 
Collin^'St  Bt-  Hon.  Je^se 
CLilonib,Sirtloii  n(  'harlew  Rend  y 
Courtney. Bt.  Hon.  I^onard  H 
Cnbilt,  Hnii.  Henry 
rurzofu   \isennnl 
Iialryniple,  Sir  Charle<< 
Ihfcvies.  Sir  H.  Ih  (Chatbanj) 
Uifkson  rt»ynder,  Sir*Iobn  P. 
l>i«by,  Jobn  K  l».  Winj^lield- 
Di^raeli,  C'onin^fsby  Ralph 
Dt»rin^ton,  Sir  Jobn  Edward 
Dongbty,  (leor^e 
I>oaglap,  Rt,   HoiL  A.  Akerw- 
nout;;la.H- Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Dra;^©,  CieoHrej^ 
Dnfironibt\  Hon.  Hul^ert  \\ 
Fiirdell,  Sir  T.  iieorp; 
Fellowe^,  Hon.    Ailwyn  Kdw. 
FeriiU'ison.  Rt.  H  n,  Sir.L  (M'nc'r 
Fineb,  tieor*re  U. 
Fin  lay,  Sir  Robert  Baimatyne 
Fisber,  William  Hayes 
Fitz<  ienild,SirK*t»bert  I 'en rose- 
i-'itz  Wygram.  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  Forte^tue 
F'oi'ster/  Henry  William 
Fonter^  Colonei  (Lancaster)        , 
Foster,  H^rry  b.  (Suffolk)         I 
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Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,W,lL) 
Wilson,  John  ^Dnrha«i»  MiiJj 
WilHon,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (liuvani 
Woodhouse,  SirJ/r.(HMdeni*cl 
Wociib,  Samuel 
Wylie.  Alexander 
Yonn;',  Samue!  (Cavan,  £a»t) 
Yoxttll,  James  Henry 


Strau8%  Arthur 
Stuart,  Janiea  (Sboreditcb) 
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WiiUdniH,  J    Puwel!-  (Birm.) 
Wilhix,  Sir  Juhn  Archibald 

Wodehou'>i%Bt  Hn.EJLiBatb) 
Wortloy,  Bt  Hon.C,B.Stiiart- 
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Original  Question  again  proposed. 

General  LAURIE  (Pemhrnko  and 
Haverfordwost)  :  Tlio  maiter  1  wish  to 
bring  before  tbe  Con  unit  tee  is  jtbsolutely 
different  fruni  that  whi^'b  hnn  ju^t  liecn 
disposed  of.  It  is  a  public  complaint,  at 
any  rat6  a  complaint  by  a  section  of  the 
public  amongst  my  constituents  in  Peni 


Office  i.^  doing  to  secure  a  daily  delivery 
everywhere  throughout  the  country. 

Mfl  HUMPHREYS  ^OWEN  (Mont- 
gomery) :  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
policy  of  the  Post  Office  in  relation  to 
remote  and  sparsely  popidated  districts  is 
one  which  requires  to  be  altered.  Many 
complaints    have     been     made    on    this 


broke   Dock,  as   to   the   delay  in  postal  |  account  in  my  own  constituency,  and  in 


I 
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deliveries  owing  to  theinsufhcieney  of  the 
st^ff  and  the  inadequacy  of  the  accommo-  ] 
dation  in  the  Post  Oifice  there.  I  would 
not  have  brought  up  the  case  before  the 
Committee  in  this  w;iy,  but  my  conssti- 
tuents  have  by  petition  and  otherwise 
brought  it  before  the  Dop-irtment  over  ; 
and  over  again  without  avail.  They 
lake  the  view  that  it  is  not  a  reasonable 
thing  that  a  delivery  of  letters  should  be 
ftO  drawn  out  that  the  postman  takes  two 
hours  to  cover  one  street  of  continuous 
houses.  I  do  not  know  ivliat  the  people 
of  London  would  think  if  the  postmen 
were  two  hours  going  their  rounds  here. 
The  Department  frankly  own  that  their 
men  are  not  able  to  keep  up  with  their 
worlc,  t>ut  when  asked  to  increase  the  staff 
they  say  that  there  is  no  accommodation. 
When  again  asked  to  increase  the  accom- 
modation, we  are  again  told  that  the 
matter  has  been  under  consirleration  for 
aome  time,  and  that  some  day  when  the 
aeeomraodation  is  increased  they  will 
increase  the  statT,  and  satisfy  the  inhabi- 1 
U\ul»  with  a  l)ctter  service.  These 
repbeB,  though  courteous,  are  so  vague 
awl  tinsatisfactory  that  1  fvlt  bound  to 
place  the  motion  in  my  name  on  the 
paper,  and  ur^less  1  get  a  satisfactory 
answer  I  shall  l»e  constrained  to  press  it. 

Motion  iiuide  and  Question  proposetl— 

"That  lleui  A  (Sjilaries)  be  reduceil  by 
€I<X*,  iri  resfi*  t  of  the  !»a]ary  uf  the  Pf>8t- 
miLster-l Jeneral. " — {(rfverttl  Lmtrie,) 

Dr,  CLARK  (Caithness) :  Seeing  that 
we  arc  making  a  large  profit  by  the  Post 
Office,  the  department  ought  to  do  some- 
thing to  incri?ia.se  their  staff,  so  as  to  give 
facilities  to  the  general  public,  especially 
IT  small  villages  and  country  districts. 
I  uiiderstand  that  the  Postmaster- 
General  has  been  doing  something  in  this 
direction,  Personally  I  have  been  com- 
IKjlled  to  bring  before  the  Department 
several  cases  in  whieh  a  daily  delivery 
ia  required  in  my  own  constituency.  It  is 
desirable  when  the  right  hon.  Oentleman 
Uea  that  he  should  statu  what;  the  Pu^t 


other  thiidy  populated  parts  of  Wales. 
T  admit  that  the  Post  Othce  officials 
when  I  have  brought  these  cases  before 
them  have  treated  me  with  the  utmost 
civility,  and  raised  most  agreeable 
expectations,  I  ait  these  expectations 
have  never  been  fulfilled.  I  always 
understood  that  what  stands  in  the  way 
of  postal  reforms  is  not  so  much  the 
inability  of  the  Post  Office  to  carry  them 
out,  as  their  inability  to  induce  the 
Treasury  to  relax  its  hold  on  the  pubiie 
purse.  Everybody  knows  that  if  you 
want  to  induce  a  populatirm  to  settle  in 
the  country  the  first  thing  necessary  is  to 
provide  |>ostal  and  telegraphic  communi- 
cation with  the  rest  of  the  world.  I  hope 
the  right  hon.  iTentleman  will  commune 
with  himself  in  his  double  capacity  as 
representative  of  the  Treasury  and  of  the 
Post  Oflicc,  and  persuade  himself  as  repre- 
senting the  Treasury  to  grant  to  himself 
as  representing  the  PoF^t  Office  increased 
postal  and  telegraphic  facilities,  which 
I  tend  so  niu.di  to  add  to  the  conveniences 
of  country  life. 

Mit.  HANBUKY:  1  think  the  hon. 
Member  for  Montgomery  was  a  little 
bard  on  the  Trciisury.  If  he  will  look  at 
the  state  of  the  Post  Office  and  Tele- 
graphic services  now  compared  with  a  few 
years  ago,  he  will  find  how  great  is  the 
improvement  that  has  been  made.  The 
qnestian  of  a  daily  delivery  was  raised 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Caitfincss.  I 
believe  it  is  a  fact  that  in  some  of  the 
more  remote  districts  of  Scotland  we 
have  iicjt  yet  been  able  to  carry  out  a 
daily  ilelivery  ;  but,  of  course,  we  are 
going  steadily  forward  with  the  work, 
and  I  hope  that  very  soon  the  w^hole  of 
the  co\mtry  will  be  so  served,  I  should 
say  that  three-fourths  of  the  whole 
coimtrv  have  been  already  accommodated 
with  a  daily  deliverj%  and  the  Depart- 
ment hopes  that,  within  a  time  measured 
by  months,  there  will  be  ditily  deli\  cries 
overyv^^h6re.  In  the  meantime,  if  the 
biOp/Akiiibtr  will  quote  any  specific  case 
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called  attention  to  this  matter  but  for  the  I 
fact  that  the  same  thing  is  going  on  in  I 
other  parts  of  the  country,  and  also  in  my 
own  neigh bourhooii     I  think  that  to  lose 
business   in   this   way   shows   very    bad 
management   on  the   part    of   the    Post 
Office,  and  I  iihoukl  like  to  have  a  promise 
from  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  that 
he  will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  into  this  ! 
matter. 

Mr,  HANBURY  :  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  to  make    in<juirics,  because    I 
know  the  facts  perfectly  well.  The  mono- 
poly of  the  Post  Office  does  uot  extend 
to  wires,  whether  telegraph  or  telephone, 
between  houses  or  properties  belonging  to 
private  individuals.    The  service  my  hon. 
Fiiend  refers  to  is  not  essentially  part  of 
the  Post  Ottice  work  at  all.     In  regard  to 
surh  services,  they  would  come  into  com- 
petition, not  only  with  the  National  Tele- 
phone   Company,  but  with  any  private 
individual  who  likes  to  start  a  company 
for   setting  up  these  wires ;  and  as   the 
Post  Office  has  plenty  of  public  work  of 
its  own  to  do,  it  has  been  I'ccently  rather 
unwilling  to  extend  the  system  of  private 
wires  where  the  distances  are  compara- 
tively short,  and  where  it  is  possible  there 
may   be    very  keen    competition.      The 
private  wires  w^e  are  perhaps  willing  to 
extend  are  the  longer  ones.     For  instance, 
we  are  now,  I  believe,  laying  private  wires 
between  London  and  tvdinburgh.  I  cannot 
undertake  that    the  Post  Office   will  go 
farther    than    they   have   gone   already. 
Within  the  last  month  or  two  we  have 
made  very  considerable  reductions  in  our 
charges  for  private  wires,  if  the  persons 
using  them  will  undertake  to  use  them 
for  another  five  years.     I   do  not  know 
whether   the   wires  to   which    my   hon. 
Friend  refers  come  within   that  category. 
We  do  not  intend  to  enter  into  competi- 
tion with  a  public  company,  and  I  cannot 
undertake  thjtt  we  shall  go  any  further 
than  wo  have   jdresidy  gone.     We  have 
reduced  the  charges  on  those  w  ires  to  a 
certidn    extent,   and   if    the   right   hon. 
(Tentlemun  is  not  content  with  the  charge 
we  make  I  can  only  say  that  he  must  go 
to  the  National  Telephone  Com pjiuy.  We 
are  certainly  not  going  to  enter  into  a 
cutting  competition  with  the  company, 

Sir  J,  B.  MAPLE:  I  am  afraid  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  does  not  quite 
recognise  the  point  that  these  i^ires  have 
been  put  up  now  for  some  live  years,  and 

Sir  J.  Bluiidell  Maple, 


that  the  Post  Office  is  not  only  throiring 
money  away  by  not  reducing  its  prices^ 
but  it  is  actually  taking  down  all  the 
posts  and  tackle,  which  is  a  great  expense  ; 
and  it  does  seem  to  me  to  be  a  ridiculous 
thing  to  say  that  the  charges  to  which  I 
have  referred  are  not  worth  saving. 

Captain  BETH  ELL  (York  K  R, 
Holdemess):  W^hat  I  really  think  we 
ought  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  whether,  instead  of  pulling  them  down, 
it  might  not  be  possible  to  sell  them  ;  snd, 
secondly,  whether  it  is  not  possible  to 
stop  the  disgraceful  waste  of  money  that 
has  been  and  is  going  on, 

Mr.   HANBl  EY  :    I  contradict  abso- 

lutely  that  a  w.iste  of  money  has  taken 
place.  W'hat  my  hon.  Friend  comphiiiis 
of  is  that  unless  the  Fost  Office  gnints 
him  the  same  terms  for  these  wires 
as  the  terms  <id opted  by  the  National 
Telephone  Company  he  will  not  continue 
the  connection.  It  is  quite  clear  that 
thai  cannot  be  done.  We  must  have  a 
fixed  tariflj  and  we  have  already  m/ide 
considerable  reductions.  If  he  does  not 
like  to  piiy  our  terms,  it  appears  to  us 
better  to  remove  the  wires. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

4.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed— 

"That  n  mini,  not  exceeding  £496^600,  bo 
granted  to  Iler  Majeitty,  to  complete  the  siiiii. 
neoessarj^  tn  defray  the  charge  wtiicli  will  ooint 
in  couree  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  myoi  March,  H>1>0,  for  the  ^lariM 
and  expenses  of  the  Cu»tom»  Department 
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^Mr,  gray  (West  Ham,  N.)  :  In 
year  1800^  upon  this  Vote,  a  discussion  ^^^ 
initiated  on  the  grievances  of  the  varioSi 
grades  of  Customs  ofKcers.  The  Chan^ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  that  day,  who 
is  now  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
agreed  at  the  time  to  institute  an  inquinr 
into  the  allegations  which  bad  beeii 
brought  forward  as  to  the  general  con- 
dition of  the  service.  And  as  my  ex- 
cuse for  bringiug  up  this  subject  again 
I  should  just  like  lo  refer  to  the  wortlg  rf 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  present 
First  Luid  of  the  Admiralty.  The  right 
hon.  Gcntk'man  urged  that  good  faith 
should  Ix?  kept  with  these  officers  in  order  " 
that  they  should  have  no  reason  to  com* 
plain  that  the  terms  on  which  they 
entered  the  service  had  been  changed  to! 
their  detriment,  I  contend  that  th 
terms  of  their  service  have  been  changed^ 
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greatly  to  tbeir  detrinaQnt,  ;md  they  have  a 
go<D<i  cause  of  complaint  with    which   to 
come  to  this  House,     As  a  result  of  the 
debate   in   1890  the  then  ChanceJlor  of 
the     Exchequer      and      the      Financial 
Secretary    of    that    day   (Mr.   Jackson) 
entered  into  a  prolonged  inquiry,  the  out 
come  of  which  was  a  Treasury  Minute 
which  was  promulgated  in   189L     That 
minute  gave  almost  universal  satisffiction 
through    the    whole     of     the     Customs 
service;  and  now,  if  I  may,  I  shall  point 
out  to  the  Committee  how  this  applies  to 
this   vote,    and    bow   it  is   that   we    are 
makiDg  allegations  against  Her  Majesty^s 
Treasury,     These  men  are   the  officers 
responsible      for      the       collection      of 
£22,000,000,  the  product  of  the  import 
<luty  on  all  dutiable  goods  coming  into 
Ureat  Britain.     The  number  of  officers  is 
not    large,     although    the    duty    is    an 
exceedingly     important     one.       Fifteen 
hundred  men    of   various   grades  in  the 
service  take  charge  of  the  whole  of  these 
matterii,   from     the     moment     that    the 
importerl  goods   come   into   the   port  to 
I  he    time  w^hen  they   pass   out    through 
the    bonded    w^arL4iouscs    to    the    mer- 
chants   tu    whoni    they    are    consigned. 
Now%  in    1890  these   officers    made   cer- 
tain complaints.     Tliey  alleged  that  pro- 
motion   was    delayed,     that     the    duty 
which   they    were  performing    was    not 
such   as    they    were  entitled   to    expect 
when      they     entered      their     service  ; 
they  alleged  that  changes  in  their  duties 
were  being  made   to  their  disadvantage, 
that  w*ork  which  had  hmn  perform etl  by 
officers  of  higher  grail e  was  being  shifted 
on  to  the   shoulders  of  men  with  b>wn.'r 
qualifications,   and   that    there     was    an 
insufficiency  of    staff    to    safeguard   the 
revenues  of    the    country.     There  were 
two  or  three  other  charges  as   to  which 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
Financial  Seci'etiiry  were  unalile  to  agree,  | 
but  so  far  as  the  charges  which   I  have 
enumerated  are  concerned   they  a<lmrtted  | 
that    the    officers    had    made   good  the  1 
charges  brought  for  waul  in  the  House.  I 
Consequently  the  Tj-easury  recommended  | 
the    Customs    Board    to    make     certain 
changes  in  the  service  which  would  do 
away  with  these  complaints.     The  rocom- 
raendation^s  in  the  main,  were  such  as  to 
give  contentment  in  the  service,  and  it 
was  concluded  by  the  officers  that  a  new  » 
bargain  had  been  entered  into  between 
them  and  their  employers.     They  were 
prepared  to  execute  their  jiart  of  the  eon- 


I  tract  faithfully,  and  they  naturally  looked 
j  to  the  Treasury  to  perform  theirs.     Now, 
having  examined  the  complaints  from  these 
officers,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
I  there  has  l>een  a  gross  breach  of  faith  on 
I  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  especially 
I  upon  that  part  w  hich  is  known  as  the 
I  Customs   Board.      I   fully    recognise,  of 
course,  the  difficulties  that  may  ensue  if 
I  one  too  readily  lends  one's  ear  to  complaints 
made  by  any  portion  of  the  Civil  Service. 
Therefore  I  have  tried  for  the  last  two  or 
I  three  years  to  avoid  bringing  this  subject 
under  the  notice  of  the  Committee.     I 
I  have  tried  private  negotiations  with  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  and 
'  1  have  to  record  that  I  am  thankful  for 
;  the  courtesy  that  I  have  alway.s  received, 
and    I  can  only  regard  the  information 
which  has   been   supplied  to   him   from 
other  sources  as  mialcjwiing.    The  highest 
gnide    officers    on    out-door    work    are 
the  collectors.      There  are  very  few   of 
these  offices,  and  they  are  looked  upon 
as  the  prizes  of  the  profession,  an<l  are 
watched    with    keen   anxiety    l*y    those 
officers  who   are    a   grade    below.      The 
next  is  the  grade  of  surveyor,  who  re- 
ceives a  minimum   of  £350  per  annum, 
!  rising      to      a      maximum     of      £500, 
I  In      the      first      place       these       latter 
I  gentlemen  complain  that  the  promotion 
to    the   rank   of    out-door   collector  had 
I  been  stayed.     The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
I  chequer  admitted    very    fully    the  com- 
plaint, and  arranged  that  there  should  be 
an    increase   in   the    number   of    officers 
employed  in  the  higher  grades,  and  par- 
ticularly that  those  collectorships  should 
be   open    to    the   surveyors.      The   sur- 
veyors   realised    that    from     that    date 
they   would   have  a  chance  of  getting  a 
coUectorship.    Now,  although  that  minute 
is  eight  years  old,  not  one  app<^)intment 
to   a   collectorship  from   a   surAcyorship 
was   made  until  last  year.      Two  years 
ago  I  addressed  a  question  on  the  subject 
to  the  Treasury,  and  the  reply  I  got  was 
most  urj satisfactory.     The  Treasury  fully 
admitted  that  a  promise  was  made,  but  it 
was  not  expedient  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  Government  to  carry  that  prom i bo 
out. 

*Mr.    HANBURY:    To  canT   what 
outt 

*Mk,  GRAY;   The  promise  that  the 
collectorships    should    be    oj>er!    to    the 
E  2 


135 


Siipplji 


\  COMMONS }         {Chtl  finrkf  E^imatn),         ia<5 


Bun^eyora.  During  that  time  a  number 
of  men,  from  age,  bave  been  retired  from 
the  service  who  bave  been  led  while  they 
were  in  to  expect  promotion  through  the 
clause  inserted  in  the  Treasury  minute. 
It  was  also  said  that  in  order  to  improve 
the  condition  of  affairs  that  there  should 
be  re-created  a  certain  number  of  sur- 
veyors of  the  first  clans.  It  wiis  said 
that  they  would  create  a  more  rapid 
promotion  from  the  second  and  the  third 
grade  of  surveyors.  In  lH9ii,  when  the 
minute  was  promulgated,  there  were  53 
officers  of  higher  grade,  and  in  1898  there 
were  only  4 'J.  There  han  been  ii  reduc- 
tion in  this  portion  of  the  service,  and  in 
the  hisher  ranks  of  the  service  extensive 
reductions  have  been  made,  while  in  the 
lower  ranks  great  increases  have  been 
made.  AH  this  may  be  desirable  and  in 
the  interests  of  the  public  service.  It 
may  be  desirable  that  the  strictest 
economy  shouhl  prevail,  but  you  can 
carry  economy  .^o  far  as  to  endanger  the 
eflfieioncy  of  the  service,  and  I  allege  now 
that  it  has  been  carried  to  such  a  length 
aa  not  only  to  endanger  tlie  cthcieney  of 
the  department  but  to  result  in  a  very 
great  loss,  Mv  second  complaint  is,  that 
all  the  second  and  third  class  officers 
have  lost  that  promotion  which  they 
ghonld  have  had  if  the  first -cla.ss 
gurveyors  had  been  recreated.  The 
loss  to  tlio  ^nivcy^Jis  is  a  loss  to 
the  ofHeers  below  them,  and  a  number  of 
men  in  the  first  t- lass  surveyor  class  being 
reduced  instead  of  increased  has  resulted 
in  the  first-class  examining  officers  losing 
their  chance  of  promotion.     Their  coni- 

?)laint,  however,  is  of  a  somewliat  dif- 
erent  character ;  how  it  has  ai-isen  is  not 
quite  known,  but  these  out-dnor  officora 
are  engaged  in  tho  particular  work  of 
measunng  up  the  caoks,  estimatirijj  the 
amount  of  spirit  they  contain,  antl  ihc 
amount  of  duty  which  the  Treasury  ought 
to  receive.  They  are  men  exposed  to  all 
kinds  nf  weather,  who  arc  out  both  night 
and  day,  and  whose  hands  have  lost  the 
skill  for  writing  essays  and  answering  ques- 
tions on  paper,  and  who  are  consefiuently 
no  longer  able  to  compete  in  the  examina- 
tion room  with  the  young  men  of 
twenty  or  twenty -five  years  of  age 
who  have  come  straight  from  their 
schools,  and  who  have  crammed  up  the 
work  from  books  and  [mpers,  hut  who  are 
wholly  without  that  practical  experience 
which  is  so  necessary  for  this  business. 
That  is  the  com  pi  a  mt  that  they  brought 
]\lr,  (7 ran. 


up,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of 
that  day  dealt  with  it  by  saying  that  tlie 
exiuni nations  for  this  part  of  the  service 
should  be  no  longer  of  a  literary  charac- 
ter, but  of  a  practical  character.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  neither  under  the  nomi* 
native  nor  the  competitive  system  did  the 
service  obtain  the  men  fitted  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  this  office,  and  in  the  future, 
instead  of  having  a  competitive  examina- 
tion, it  was  said  that  the  persons  who 
desired  to  go  in  for  this  office  should  be 
called  to  London,  where  they  could  be 
subjected  to  a  practical  viva  voce 
examination.  That  was  an  eminently 
satisfactory  solution.  It  was  practical 
work  ;  the  men  had  not  to  write 
essays  and  make  up  fancy  accounts.  They 
had  to  find  actual  quantities  and  go 
through  everyday  work.  What  happened ! 
Within  the  first  two  years  following  the 
issue  of  the  minute  this  promise  was  dis- 
tinetly  broken  and  violated.  The  men 
were  put  throtigh  an  examination,  largelv 
of  a  literary  character,  with  the  resuft 
that  the  men  from  the  schools  who  were 
ready  to  write  essays  as  to  the  way  in 
which  you  ought  to  gauge  a  cask,  but 
who  could  not  do  the  practical  work,  got 
these  po-sitions.  After  two  years  the 
complaints  resulted  in  the  abolition  of 
this  examination ;  but  the  mistake  baring 
been  made,  a  certain  numVier  of  these 
young  men  were  placed  over  the  heads  of 
the  older  men  of  practical  experience  ; 
and  once  there  it  is  extremely  difficult  to 
remedy  the  mistake  which  has  been  com- 
mitted. Year  after  year  they  have  gone 
on»  and  older  men  who  should  have  occn 
sent  to  the  top  of  their  grade  are  standing 
53  places  lower  down  than  they  ought  to 
be.  When  the  time  comes  to  compete  for 
the  surveyorships,  these  men  will  step 
forward,  and  the  old  men,  the  practical 
men,  who  have  all  the  skill,  will  lose  all 
possibility  of  receiving  any  chanee  of 
obtaining  one  of  the  prizes  of  the  pro- 
fession  to  which  they  are  justly  entitleil, 
and  to  which  the  Treasury  minute 
admitted  their  right  of  claim,  I  suggest 
that  the  claimH  of  these  old  men  who 
have  suflTered,  not  through  any  fault  of 
their  own,  but  through  the  manner 
in  which  the  Customs  Board  has  carried 
out  the  recommendations  which  the 
Treasury  placed  in  their  hands — I  suggest 
the  faidt  is  one  which  must  be  remedied, 
even  though  it  may  be  difficult.  These 
Uicn  have  lost  53  chances  to  which  they 
are  entitled,  and  therefore  the  younger 
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men  ought  not  to  feel  aggrieved  if  these 
positions  are  increased  by  53  more.  These 
men  might  well  be  added  to  that  grade  <>f 
service,  and  that  would  in  some  measure 
recompense  them  for  the  loss  which  they 
have  sustained  owing  to  the  way  in 
which  the  minute  of  18^1  was  uarrie^i  out. 
Now,  prior  to  this  inquiry,  which  was  held 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  is  now 
Fii-st  Ix)rd  of  the  Admiralty,  in  1890,  it 
was  alleged  by  the  officers  that  many 
important  duties  which  ought  to  be  dis- 
charged by  men  of  ripe  experience  were 
l>eing  placed  in  the  hands  of  young  and 
inexperienced  persons.  This  refers  par- 
ticularly to  the  important  work  of  import 
gauging.  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  this  phase,  because  if  it  were 
not  so  serious  the  explanations  given 
would  be  extremely  anuising.  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  agreed  and  set 
forth  in  the  Minute  that  in  future  the  im- 
poitant  w*ork  of  import  gauging,  which 
hiid  hitherto  been  performed  hy  first  or 
second  chiss  examining  officers,  should  in 
the  future  be  fulfilled,  so  far  as  possible, 
by  first-class  examiners  only.  Since  the 
date  of  the  writing  of  the  Minute  the 
clause  has  never  been  carried  out  The 
work  of  import  gauging  is  still  being 
carri^  on  by  second-class  examining 
otlioers  and  the  assisUmt-examining 
ofticers.  I  brought  that  matter  before  the 
Coramissioncrs,  and  their  explanation  is 
that  the  phrase  ''  important  work 
of  gauging"  does  not  apply  to  the 
whole,  but  only  to  the  more  impor- 
tant portions  of  it.  They  say  it  is 
ridiculous  that  a  first-class  examining 
officer  should  be  made  to  gauge  cheap 
wine,  especially  claret,  that  they  are  only 
expected  to  gauge  the  more  im|K>rtant 
wine.  I  am  very  much  surprised  that  such 
sm  explanation  should  be  given,  because  in 
the  report  a  little  further  on  the  same 
duty  is  described^  the  same  class  of  officers 
is  rcfeiTed  to,  and  there  is  no  distinction 
(Irawn  between  cheap  and  expensive  wine. 
Again  and  again  throughout  the  pages  of 
this  Minute  a  promise  is  made  to  these 
men  by  a  State  Department  that  a  certain 
class  of  work  t^liall  in  future  bo  dis- 
charged by  particular  officers  in  order  to 
increase  the  rates  of  promotion  for  men 
in  the  low^er  grades.  For  two  years  a 
private  confidential  interpreting  Minute 
existed  between  the  Treasury  and  the 
Customs  Board,  of  which  the  men  had 
no  knowledge  whatever.  They  saw  casks 
of  wine  still  gauged  by  men  of  the  second 


'  class,  and  they  wondered  why  the  worlc 
I  was  not  discharged  by  higher  grade  men. 
But  the  whole  of  the  time  there  existed 
thiri  interpreting  lilinute,  to  the  effect 
that  those  who  sigjied  it  never  meant 
'  what  they  attached  their  names  to.  I 
'  am  told— 1  hope  it  is  no  breach  of 
etiijuette  to  mention  it— that  the  secre- 
tary who  wrote  the  Minute  did  not 
accurately  represent  those  who  subse- 
i|Ui^ntly  signed  it.  That  is  a  very  lame 
I  excuse  for  any  Department  to  put  before 
the  House  of  Commons  as  a  justification 
.  for  what,  to  my  mind,  is  defrauding  men 
I  of  what  they  were  led  to  expect.  1  am 
not  setting  forth  any  new  claim  foi'  these 
I  men,  I  am  not  asking  for  any  increjise  in 
their  salaries,  and  I  am  not  taking  up  tho 
usual  line  of  asking  that  the  men 
should  be  allowed  to  break  their  con- 
trjiet.  My  own  contention  is  that 
this  document  constitutes  a  contract 
between  the  men  and  the  Department, 
and  1  care  not  whether  it  was  clumsily 
diawn  by  a  secretary  or  whether  those 
who  signed  it  neglected  to  carefully 
examine  its  clauses.  It  has  been  signed 
by  Ministers  of  State,  and  eyery  won!  of 
it  ought  to  be  interpreted  as  an  ordinary 
man  would  interpret  it,  and  its  operation 
should  not  be  restricted  in  a  sense  never 
intended.  1  may  point  out  that  this 
work  of  import  gauging  is  one  requiiing 
great  skill,  dexterity,  and  long  yetu's  of 
'  practice.  For  the  purposes  of  the  State 
i  it  is  as  important  that  cheap  wines  should 
be  as  accurately  gauged  as  expensive 
wines,  because  on  the  gauging  depends 
the  amount  of  duty  the  merchant  has  to 
[jay.  The  principle  is  exactly  the 
same,  and  this  Minute  laid  down 
in  the  most  explicit  manner  that 
this  work  was  to  be  discharged  by 
first-lass  examining  officers,  in  order 
that  those  below  them  might  enjoy  the 
opportunity  of  promotion.  I  shall  listen 
with  no  little  curiosity  to  the  defence 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
nuiy  now  bring  forward.  The  Custoihs 
Board  themselves  admit  that  they  do  not 
retain  the  work  of  import  gauging  for 
first-class  officers  alone,  but  they  allege 
that  it  is  absurd  to  suggest  that  the  work 
of  gauging  light  clarets  should  be 
reserved  for  first-class  officers.  I  have 
Ventured  to  dwell  on  this  particular 
phase  of  the  question,  but  it  would  be 
easy  to  show  that  it  is  only  one  cause  of 
the  discontent  which  runs  through 
the     whole    of    this    important     State 
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Department,  iiml  a  discontented  class  of 
servants  la  not  likely  lu  render  efficient 
aer\ice  to  the  State.  I  will  now  pass 
to  aiiothor  question.  The  great  com- 
plaitit  made  by  the  men  ia  that  the 
rate  of  promotion  is  slower  than  they 
were  entitled  to  expect.  Again  and  again 
it  waa  stiited  in  the  Minute  that  while 
the  Treasury  could  not  undertake  to 
increase  the  salaries^  they  won  hi  u  ruler- 


man  so  employed  becomes  discontented, 
and  some  of  the  men  are  not  fit  for  the  duty. 
A  f?j>eciid  promise  was  made  wiili  regard 
to  Liverpool,  but  it  has  never  been  ful* 
tilled.  The  following  are  the  number  of 
days  worked  in  the  port  of  Leith  by 
inferior  officers  in  superior  positions  : — 
January  105,  February  09,  March  63» 
April  41,  May  5."^  July  62,  December  65, 
in  addition  to  which  there  \rere  paiis  of 


take  to  improve  the  rate  of  promotion,  |  days,    together    making    up   nearly    1:2 


and  therefore  inkr  ulhr  the  ftlinuto  laid 
down  that  each  branch  of  the  service 
ahotild    have   attache*  1  to  it  a  sufficient 


lays.  For  a  port  of  that  character 
this  is  a  most  unwarrantable  exercise  of 
the  system  of 'Meting."     In  other  port^ 


margin  of  oflicers  of  ihat  class  to  meet  j  of  the  country  the  same  thing  is  going 
the  \aeaucies  arising'  from  sickness  and  I  on.  In  distiict  after  district  there  are 
leave  of  absence.      Ihe  men  of  the  lower  |  unreasonable   claims  on   young    men   to 

older    and 

I     believe 

Treasury     has 

principle       of 


ranks  had  been    for  years,  were  during    discharge      the     duties    i>f 

the  lime  of  the    Minute^   and   arc  still,    more     responsible     officers. 

called  upon  in   the  most  unwarrantable  |  the    Secretary 

fashion  to  discharge  the  more  important  |  admitted 

duties  of  officers  of  a  sTiperior  grade  with-  i  acting  ought   not  to  be  carried  mi  to  aJi 


of     the 
that        the 


out  receiving  the  emoluments  attached  to 
that  pat  ticular  grade.  It  would  be  alisurd 
to  suggest  that  it  would  be  pos.siblo  to  do 
without  the  system  of  'acting"  alto- 
gether. In  the  smaller  ports  men  may 
reasonalJy  be  called  upon,  daily  if  you 
will,  to  discharge  the  rluties  of  the  higher 
ranks,  but  I  allege,  and  I  think  I  can 
prove,  that  this  system  of  ** acting"  is 
going  on  all  over  the  country  to  a  most 
unwarrantable  extent.  In  London  and 
the  provinces  men  of  inferior  grade  arc 
called  upon,  at  a  minute's  notice,  to  dis- 
charge not  for  a  day,  or  a  week, 
or  a  month,  liut  for  even  greater 
periods,    the  duties  of  officers    who  are 


unreasonable  extent,  and  the  whole 
questioTi  tlierefore  is,  what  can  be 
described  as  unreasonable  '?  I  cannot 
come  to  any  other  conclusion,  after  a 
most  careful  study  of  the  Minute,  and 
also  a  study  •►f  the  system,  that  **  acting*' 
is  carried  on  tu  an  unwarrantable  extent. 
The  explanation  to  my  mind  is  that  there 
is  competition  between  the  Excise  and 
Custi^ms  Departments  as  to  which  can 
collect  the  largest  amt>unt  of  revenue  at 
the  smallest  amount  of  cost,  and  the 
coiisecjuence  is  that  year  after  ytsar^ 
although  the  Custtjms  revenue  ha»  in- 
creased, the  cost  of  the  service  is  decreasing. 
I  am  inclined  to  think  if  the  Seerelarv  of 


sick.     Take    Mount    Pleiisant  office    for  i  the  Ti^jasury  will  carry  his  mvestigations 
example.       I   am    prepared   to   give  the  '  not  a  very  great  flistance,   he  will   find 


names,  places,  and  times.  In  Mount 
Pleasant,  where  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
Postal  import  dtity  is  eo  I  lee  ted,  a 
first-claaa  examining  officer  has  been 
acting     aa     surveyor     for     six     iveeks 


that  this  system  has  resulted  not  in  the 
collection  of  a  larger  amount  of  revenue, 
but  of  a  much  smaller  amount  than  would 
be  secured  if  the  service  were  sufficiently 
manned.       With   regard    to    the    Assis- 


straight  offi     This  is  not  a  small  port  a  I  tants,  their   claim   is   not   based   on  the 


couple  of  hundred  miles  away  from  the 
central  office.  The  amusing  part  of  it  is 
that  if  a  mm  in  receipt  of  X70  a  year  is 
away  sick,  they  will  send  to  a  neighbour' 
ing  station  for  a  man  of  the  same  class 
to  fill  his  place,  but  when  a  man  is  absent 
who  is  in  receipt  of  X400  a  year  it  is 
naturally  cheaper  to  employ  a  man  of 
X250  to  discharge  his  duties,  and  save 
the  experi^e  which  woukl  be  attached  to 
increasing  the  staff  of  that  particular 
depot.  That  may  be  to  the  interests  of 
the  Exchequer,  hut  it  is  not  to  the  interest 
of  the  taxpayer  in  the  long  run,  because  a 
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Treasury  Minute,  for  the  sufficient 
reitson  that  that  class  was  not  in 
existence  when  the  Minute  was  issued. 
They  asked  the  Treasury  to  institute 
certain  reforms  in  their  conditions  of 
service,  rates  of  pay,  and  promotion,  and, 
cnldly  enough,  the  Treasury  acceded  lo 
all  til  oil"  claims^  but  instead  of  applying 
the  remedy  to  the  men  alreiuly  in  the 
service  who  asked  for'  these  improve^ 
ments,  it  was  applied  only  to  new 
entrants  to  the  service.  What  is  the 
ix^sult?  Vmi  have  sitting  at  the 
same  dcsk^  in  the  same  office,  two  men — 
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one  with  four  vears*  service  and  a  salary 
of  £70  58.,  the  other  with  four  days' 
service  ami  a  salary  of  £70.  The  latter  , 
has  had  no  service  ;  ho  is  only  a  young 
fellow  who  has  just  passed  his  examina- 
tions, btit  under  the  new  conditions  he 
gets  £70  as  his  initial  salary.  The  other 
man  has  four  yeai^'  service,  but  l:»cfore 
he  joined  this  particular  grade  he  wfis 
discharging  two  classes  of  duty,  one  of  a 
comparatively  important  character,  the 
other  of  a  comparatively  unimportant 
character.  In  the  new  class  which  has 
been  constituted  he  drops  the  unim- 
portant work,  antl  is  iliacharging  nothing 
but  the  important  work.  That  is  th<^  first 
year  of  their  comradeship.  After  the 
seventh  year  the  newcomer  is  getting 
£100,  whereiis  the  other  must  labour 
12  or  13  years  before  he  reaches  that 
level.  Such  an  arrangement  is  niatu- 
featly  unjust.  I  apologise  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  having  elaV»mtcd  these  griev- 
ances  at  such  great  length,  but  I  belie\c 
I  am  justified,  not  only  Irtscause  of  the 
complaints  on  the  part  of  the  men,  but 
also  because,  owing  to  the  inadequate 
staff,  there  is  being  practised  very  exten- 
sive fraud  on  Her  Majesty's  b'evenue. 
The  men  declare,  and  1  have  no  reason  to 
iloubt  them,  that  this  is  the  sort  of  thing 
that  goes  on  day  by  day.  A  cargo  of 
high -class  wines  or  spirits  anives  at  the 
docks  ;  it  is  immediately  taken  charge  of 
by  a  first-class  examining  othcer  ;  it  is 
gauged  and  ullaged,  and  its  strength 
is  .  determined  and  registered.  It  is 
then  transferred  to  a  bonded  ware- 
house, where  it  is  locked  up  in  charge  of 
a  bonded  warehouseman  and  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  Customs  Board.  What 
takee  place  i  In  order  to  secure  that  no 
leakage  occurs  a  Surveyor  of  Customs 
goes  into  the  bonded  warehouse,  consults 
the  register  of  casks,  and  asks  that  the 
particular  ctask  be  produced.  Now  there 
are  not  sufficient  officers  of  this  class  to 
allow  the  officer  to  wait  until  the  par- 
ticular cask  be  asks  for  is  brought  up. 
Having  called  for  the  cask,  he  is  ofi"  to 
some  other  duty  and  may  not  bo  back 
for  five  hours.  Meantime  the  cask  is  tam- 
pered with,  and  the  loss  which  was  going 
on  has  been  mafle  good,  and  the  officer  is 
deceived.  In  its  turn  that  particular 
cask  will  be  dealt  with  to  make  up 
the  loss  in  others.  I  may  be  told  that 
this  is  a  fanciful  picture,  but  is  it  not  a 
fact  that  within  the  last  few  months,  at 
one  port  alone,  no  less  than  ten  thousand 


gallons  of  spirits  escaped  in  this  way, 
invoh'iiig  duty  to  the  Cio wn  of  over 
£7,000  1  I  would  ask  whether  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  docks  in  that  port 
it  was  not  possil4e  to  purchase  2d.  worth  of 
good  spirits  in  the  streets  from  unlicensed 
persons,  arul  the  Customs  officers  did  not 
discover  the  fraud  until  after  an  employee 
had  been  dismissed.  Who  had  to  pay 
the  piper  ?  The  bonded  warehouse  hands 
over  bonds  to  the  Treasury  for,  I  think, 
£5,000.  That  was  not  sufficient  to  cover 
the  loss  in  this  case,  and  the  Treasury 
had  to  put  into  force  an  old  Act  of 
Parliament  by  which  they  compelled 
the  warehouse  Ut  pjiy  the  full  duty. 
That  occurred  through  an  inadei[uate 
staff  of  Customs  officers.  In  two  other 
ports  spirits  have  been  leaking  away  to 
the  extetit  of  several  hundreds  of  pounds  of 
duty  during  the  last  twelve  months,  in 
what  manner  it  is  absolutely  iinpossilde 
to  determine,  becjuise  the  Customs  Board 
have  not  at  their  disposal  a  sufficient  staff 
of  officers  to  go  round  and  take  stock  in 
the  warehouses.  1  am  not  asking  that 
the  salaries  of  these  men  bo  increasecb 
because  I  do  not  take  the  view  that 
having  entered  into  a  contract  that  con- 
tract should  be  broken.  But  while  I  take 
that  stand  in  defence  of  the  Treasury, 
I  am  bound  to  take  an  ecjual  stand 
in  defence  of  the  men.  Many  of  them 
live  in  my  own  constituency,  atid  they 
have  maile  me  familiar  with  their  com* 
plaints,  and  I  think  the  Board  of  Custom,** 
nave  so  far  offered  no  adequate  defence* 
,  I  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
I  to  look  into  the  matter  himself.  1  have 
the  utmost  confidence  in  his  fairness,  and 
if  he  be  left  alone  and  not  fettered  by  any 
permanent  c^fficial  who  may  receive  a  bonus 
if  they  can  get  the  Estimates  cut  down,  I 
'  should  be  prepared  to  leave  the  case  in 
I  his  hands.  I  had  hope  of  urging  the  ap* 
j  pointment  of  a  Committee  of  Enquiry, 
I  but  I  prefer  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
I  Treasury  should  be  judge  and  jury  at  the 
same  time^  because  I  am  confident  he  will 
I  deal  with  the  question  fairly.  I  move 
that  the  vote  be  reduced  by  £100, 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"Tfiat    Tteiii    H   {Port   EHtaVtliMhment**)  be 
'  t educed  hy  £IUO  in  resjiect  of  Halaries,  etc" 
\Mt\  Gray.) 

♦Mr.    HANBURY  :  I   think  the  hon. 

I  Member  for  North  West  Ham  has  made  a 

]  very  unfair  attack  upon  the  permanent 

officials.       Who    are    these     permanent 
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officials  who  have  received  the  bonuses  of 
which  he  spoke,  and  what  reason  has  he 
to  suppose  that  they  are  less  fair  in  trying 
to  deal  with  a  matter  of  this  kind  than  I 
am?  The  whole  speech  of  my  hon. 
Friend  is  a  speech  practically  in  favour  of 
more  rapid  promotion  in  this  branch  of 
the  Customs  service.  That  is  the  whole 
gist  of  his  remarks  from  beginning  to 
end.  He  first  complains  that  the  terms 
of  the  Goschen  Minute  have  not  been 
carried  out  with  regard  to  the  promotion 
of  surveyors  to  coUectorships.  As  far 
as  I  understand  the  Goschen  Minute, 
the  idea  was  that  a  certain  number  of 
surveyors  should  be  appointed  to  coUec- 
torships, that  there  should  be  no  gulf 
between  the  grades,  and  that  it  should  be 
possible  for  surveyors  to  be  appointed  as 
collectors  in  certain  ports.  That  has 
occurred  certainly  in  one  case  quite 
recently,  and  my  hon.  Friend  must  know 
that  in  a  great  number  of  cases  the 
salaries  of  surveyors  are  very  much  in 
excess  of  the  salaries  of  collectors.  The 
hon.  Member  has  dealt  with  the  question 
of  the  number  of  surveyors,  and  he 
very  fairly  says  that  that  number 
in  relation  to  the  number  of  junior 
officers  to  a  great  extent  governs 
the  rapidity  of  promotion.  But  he  also 
says  that  there  has  been  a  reduction  in 
the  number  of  higher  grade  officers  since 
1892.  That  statement  is,  however, 
misleading.  The  total  number  of  sur- 
veyors' posts,  or  their  equivalents,  since 
the  Goschen  Minute  has  undoubtedly 
been  increased.  I  do  not  say  that 
decreases  have  not  taken  place,  but  the 
statistics  of  my  hon.  Friend  evidently 
refer  only  to  the  port  of  London,  where, 
naturally,  they  have  decreased,  because 
there  was  not  sufficient  work  for  them  to 
do.  Nevertheless,  the  number  of  sur- 
veyors elsewhere  has  been  increased, 
and  all  these  places  are  open  to 
men  in  the  lower  grade,  whether  they 
belong  to  London  or  to  other  ports. 
Therefore,  the  number  of  places  open  to 
them  has  not  been  decreased  in  any  way 
by  the  reduction  in  the  port  of  London. 
I  have  been  asked  if  there  was  not  a 
distinct  promise  of  a  permanent  increase 
in  the  first  and  second  class  surveyors  in 
the  port  of  London.  That  was  not  so,  for 
it  was  simply  said  that  there  should  be  a 
temporary  increase  pending  the  promotion 
of  certain  third-class  surveyors,  and  my 
point  is  that  the  promise  as  to  London  has 
been  carried  out,  and  the  promise  as  to  pro- 

Mr,  Ha/nhury. 
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motion  has  also  been  carried  out.  Although 
the  surveyors  all  over  the  country  have 
been  reduced  by  eight,  this  has  been 
only  a  nominal  decrease,  because  the 
number  of  equivalent  posts  has  been 
increased  by  nine  or  ten.  It  should 
also  be  remembered  that  the  first- 
class  examining  officers,  which  is  the 
class  immediately  next  to  the  sur- 
veyors, are  actually  getting  the  same 
maximum  salary  as  was  being  obtained  by 
seventeen  of  the  surveyors  at  the  time  of 
the  Goschen  Minute.  The  hon.  Member 
said  that  the  number  of  places  for  junior 
appointments  has  also  been  very  largely 
increased,  but  that  is  not  the  fact.  The 
comparison  that  has  been  made  by  my 
hon.  Friend,  or  by  those  who  advisea  him, 
is  a  comparison  based  upon  the  estimates 
of  1890-91,  and  in  those  estimates  a 
peculiar  mistake  occurred.  It  had  been 
intended  to  cut  down  the  second  class  by 
200,  and  the  result  was  that  in  the  esti- 
mates the  number  put  down  as  intended 
to  serve  dnring  that  year  was  617  as 
against  860.  As  a  matter  of  fact  that 
policy  was  not  carried  out,  and  the 
number  actually  on  the  staff  during  that 
year  was  not  617  but  816.  That  entirely 
alters  the  calculation  of  my  hon.  Friend, 
and  the  proportion  of  surveyors  and 
examining  officers  first  class  to  the 
lower  classes  is  exactly  the  same  now 
as  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  Goschen 
Minute.  Then  the  hon.  Member  com- 
plains that  a  large  amount  of  work  is 
being  done  by  the  second-class  examining 
officers  which  ought  to  be  done  by  the 
first-class  officers ;  but  if  the  former 
were  transferred  it  would  have  the  eflfect 
of  increasing  the  number  of  the  higher 
grade,  and,  indirectly,  increasing  the 
pensions.  I  agree  with  the  hon.  Member 
that  the  language  of  the  Minute  is  not  as 
perfect  as  it  possibly  might  be,  but  it  is 
better  to  interpret  that  Minute  by  the 
language  of  the  person  who  drew  it  up, 
and  my  right  hon..  Friend,  the  present 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  on  the  very 
first  day  when  this  Minute  had  to  iJe 
interpreted,  said  that  in  his  view  only 
important  work  should  be  given  to  the 
first-class  examining  officers.  Surely  that 
was  in  accordance  with  common  sense.  I 
do  not  suppose  that  even  my  hon.  Friend 
wants  to  create  posts  for  men,  or  to  pay 
salaries  higher  than  the  character  of  the 
work  which  they  have  actually  got  to  do. 
What  is  the  difference  between  these  two 
classes  ?    The  second  class  have  to  gauge 
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the  cheaper  wines,  whereas  the  work  of  the 
first-class  examining  officers  is  that  of  gaug- 
ing the  dearer  wines,  and  more  especially 
spirits.  Why  is  it  that  the  inferior  officers 
gauge  the  inferior  wines,  while  the  first- 
class  officers  have  to  gauge  the  higher 
class  of  wines  ?  One  reason  is  that  the 
responsibility  is  greater ;  and  I  under- 
stand that  there  is  less  difference  between 
the  casks  containing  light  French  wines, 
so  that  less  skill  in  gauging  is  required.  In 
regard  to  spirits  and  dearer  wines  that  is 
not  the  case,  more  especially  in  regard 
to  spirits,  which  come  in  all  kinds  of  casks 
and  shapes,  and  a  man  has  to  be  an  expert 
to  gauge  the  different  shapes  and  different 
forms  of  these  casks.  I  think,  therefore, 
there  is  a  great  dift'erence  between  the 
work  of  the  two  classes.  The  hon. 
Member  next  referred  to  the  system  of 
"  acting,"  and  I  perfectly  agree  with  him 
that  it  is  possible  to  carry  this  practice 
too  far.  It  is,  however,  an  advantage  for 
one  of  a  lower  grade  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  a  higher  position,  and  act  as 
substitute  in  the  absence  of  his  superior 
officer,  because  that  better  qualifies  him 
for  promotion.      I  find  the  same    thing 

foing  on  in  the  Post  Office,  where  I  have 
nown  men  "  acting  "  for  a  year  at  a  time, 
and  that  is  grossly  unfair.  I  cannot  help 
thinking,  however,  that  it  is  perfectly  fair 
to  apply  it  to  the  Customs  service.  I  am 
surprised  to  find  that  the  cases  quoted  by 
my  hon.  Friend  were  not  very  long  ones, 
and  he  quoted  a  case  which  he  thought 
was  one  of  great  hardship,  where  a  man 
had  been  "acting"  for  six  weeks.  I 
do  not  think  that  was  a  hardship, 
and  if  that  is  one  of  the  worst 
cases,  then  I  cannot  think  that  the 
practice  prevails  to  the  extent  which 
the  hon.  Member  thinks  it  does.  The 
hon.  Member  complains  that  under 
the  Goschen  Minute  there  was  an  arrange- 
ment by  which  the  men  pass  from  the 
second  class  of  examining  officers  to  the 
first  class  by  competitive  examination,  but 
that  was  found  to  be  somewhat  too  favour- ' 
able  to  the  younger  officers,  and  a  system  ' 
was  substituted  by  which  the  men  practi-  [ 
cally  went  up  by  seniority  if  they  passed 
a  qualifying  examination.  The  hon. 
Member  said  that  he  wanted  to  see  the 
Goschen  Minute  carried  out  literally,  but 
his  great  complaint  now  is  that  the 
Goschen  Minute  is  carried  out. 

Mr.  GRAY  :  The  Goschen  Minute  laid 
it    down    that    the  Chancellor    of    the 


Exchequer,  having  seen  the  advantage  of 
this  form  of  examination,  decided  to 
introduce  it  in  the  Customs  service,  and 
what  I  complained  of  was  that  the  two 
subsequent  examinations  were  a  violation 
of  that  clause. 


I      ♦Mr.  HANBURY  :  I  do  not  think  that 
I  my  hon.  Friend's  contention  is  correct,  be- 
!  cause  it  has   never  been  brought  to  my 
i  knowledge  that  this  examination  was  not 
I  in  accordance  with  the  Treasury  Minute 
of  Mr.  Goschen.     I  now  come  to  the  last 
point,  which  is  that  of  assistants  of  Cus- 
toms.    The  hon.  Member  complains  that 
there  are    men    acting  as  assistants  of 
Customs  some  of  whom  have  had  four 
years'  service,  and  yet  others  who  have 
only  had  one  year  of  service  are  getting 
exactly  the  same   pay.     When  I  heard 
that  statement  I  askea  the  hon.  Member 
if  he  meant  the  same  service,  for  he  knows 
very  well  that  the  old  class  of  outdoor 
officers  performed  not  only  the  duties 
now  discharged  by  assistants,  but    also 
those  which  are  assigned  to  the   watcher 
class  ;   and  therefore  their  work  was  of  a 
mixed  nature,  and  was  not,  on  an  average, 
as  high  as  that  of  the  present  assistants. 
Two  or  three  years  ago  the  new  class  of 
assistants    was    appointed    to     do    the 
superior  work,    and  the  men  to  whom 
reference  has  been  made  were  held  to  be 
qualified  to  pass  into  that  class  at  their 
existing    salaries,   although    they    were 
higher  than  the  minimum  of  that  class. 
The  complaint  of  my  hon.  Friend  is  that 
these    men,   who  had  been    performing 
work  of  a  mixed  nature  for  three  or  four 
years  before  their  appointment,  are  now 
receiving  the  same  salaries  in  the  new 
class  as  the   men  who  entered  it  upon 
its  formation   without  previous  service. 
Is  there  anything  unreasonable    in  that  ? 
I  confess  that  I  see  no  hardship  in  it  at 
all.     If  my  hon.    friend   had  been  able 
to  show  that  they  had  been  performing 
the  same  duties  throughout  their  service, 
then  the  case  would  have  been  different. 
Then  there  is  the  question  of  "  frauds." 
That  matter  has  not  been  brought  before 
my  notice,  and  I  am  somewhat  inclined 
to  think  that  my  hon.  Friend  has  some- 
what exaggerated  the  facts  of  the  case. 
The  impression  nut  upon  my  mind  was 
that  we  ought  to  have  some  more  efficient 
system  of  dealing  with  these  matters,  and 
if  the  hon.  Gentleman,  who  apparently 
has  some  means  of  getting  into  touch 
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officials  who  have  received  the  bonuses  of 
which  he  spoke,  and  what  reason  has  he 
to  suppose  that  they  are  less  fair  in  trying 
to  deal  with  a  matter  of  this  kind  th:in  I 
ail  ?  The  whole  speech  of  my  hon. 
Friend  is  a  speech  practically  in  favour  of 
more  rapid  promotion  in  this  branch  of 
the  Customs  service.  That  is  the  whole 
gist  of  his  remarks  from  beginning  to 
end.  He  first  complains  that  the  terms 
of  the  Goschen  Miruitc  have  not  been 
carried  out  with  regard  to  the  promotion 
of  surveyors  to  collectorships.  As  far 
MS  I  understand  the  Groschen  Minute, 
the  idea  was  that  a  certain  number  of 
surveyors  should  be  appointed  to  collec- 
torshipa,  that  there  should  be  no  gulf 
between  the  gnwles,  and  that  it  should  be 
possible  for  surveyors  to  be  appointed  as 
coUectoi^  in  certain  ports.  That  has 
occurred  certainly  in  one  case  quite 
recently,  and  my  hon.  Friend  must  know 
that  in  a  great  number  of  eases  the 
salaries  of  surveyors  are  very  much  in 
excess  of  the  salaries  of  collectors.  The 
hon.  Member  has  dealt  with  the  question 
of  the  number  of  surveyors,  and  he 
very  fairly  says  that  that  ruimber 
in  relation  to  the  number  of  junior 
olficers  to  a  great  extent  governs 
the  rapidity  of  promotion.  But  he  also 
says  that  there  his.  been  a  reduction  in 
the  number  of  higher  gracie  oiUcers  since 
leS92.  That  statement  is,  however, 
misleading.  The  total  numlver  of  sur- 
veyors' posts,  or  their  equivalents,  since 
the  Goschen  Minute  has  undoubtedly 
been  increased.  I  do  not  say  that 
decreases  have  not  taken  place,  but  the 
st^itistics  of  my  hon.  Friend  evidently 
refer  only  to  the  port  of  London,  where, 
naturally,  they  have  decreased,  because 
there  was  not  sufficient  work  for  them  to 
do.  Nevertheless,  the  number  of  sur- 
veyors elsewhere  has  been  increased, 
and  all  these  places  are  open  to 
men  in  the  lower  grade,  whether  they 
belong  to  London  or  to  other  ports. 
Therefore,  the  number  (if  places  open  to 
them  has  not  been  decreased  in  any  way 
liy  the  reduction  in  the  port  of  London. 
I  have  been  asked  if  there  was  not  a 
distinct  promise  of  a  permanent  increase 
in  the  first  and  second  class  surveyors  in 
the  port  of  London.  That  was  not  so,  for 
it  was  siroply  said  that  there  should  be  a 
temporary  increase  pending  the  promotion 
of  certain  third-class  surveyors,  and  my 
point  is  that  tht;  promise  as  to  London  has 
been  carried  out,  and  the  promise  as  to  pro- 
Mr.  Hanhury, 


motion  has  also  been  carried  out.  Although 
the  surveyors  all  over  the  country  have 
been  reduced  by  eight,  this  has  been 
only  a  nominal  decrease,  because  the 
number  of  equivalent  posts  has  been 
increased  by  nine  or  ten.  It  should 
also  be  remembered  that  the  first- 
class  examining  officers,  which  is  the 
class  immediately  next  to  the  sur- 
veyors, are  actually  getting  the  SHine 
maximum  salary  as  was  being  obtained  by 
seventeen  of  the  surveyors  at  the  time  of 
'  the  Goschen  Minute.  The  hon.  Member 
I  said  that  the  number  of  places  for  junior 
'  appointments  has  also  been  very  largely 
I  increased,  but  that  is  not  the  fact.  The 
I  comparison  that  has  been  made  by  my 
I  hon.  Friend,  or  by  those  who  advised  him, 
is  a  comparison  based  upon  the  estimates 
of  1890-91,  and  in  those  estimates  a 
peculiar  mistake  occurred.  It  had  been 
intended  to  cut  down  the  second  class  bv 
200,  and  the  result  was  that  in  the  esti* 
mates  the  number  put  down  as  intended 
to  serve  during  that  year  >vas  617  as 
against  860*  As  a  matter  of  fact  that 
policy  was  not  carried  out,  and  the 
number  actually  on  the  staff  during  that 
year  was  not  017  but  816.  That  entirely 
alters  the  calculation  of  my  hon.  Friend, 
and  the  proportion  of  surveyors  and 
examining  officers  first  class  to  the 
lower  classes  is  exactly  the  same  now 
as  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  Goschen 
iMiuute.  Then  the  hon.  Member  com* 
plains  that  a  large  amount  of  work  is 
being  done  by  the  second-class  examining 
officers  which  might  to  be  done  by  the 
first-class  officers  ;  but  if  the  former 
were  transferred  it  would  have  the  elTect 
of  increasing  the  number  of  the  higher 
grade,  and,  indirectly,  increasing  the 
pensions.  I  agree  with  the  hon.  Member 
that  the  hinguage  of  the  Minute  is  not  as 
perfect  as  it  possibly  might  be,  but  it  is 
better  to  interpret  that  Minute  by  the 
language  of  the  person  who  drew  it  up, 
and  my  right  hon.  Friend,  the  present 
First  liOrd  of  the  Admiralty,  on  the  very 
first  day  %vhen  this  Minute  had  to  lij 
interpreted,  said  that  in  his  view  only 
important  w^ork  should  be  given  to  the 
first-class  examining  officers.  Surely  that 
was  in  accordance  with  common  sense.  I 
do  not  suppose  that  even  my  hon.  FrioDid 
wants  to  create  posts  for  men,  or  to  pay 
Sidaries  higher  than  the  character  of  the 
work  whicb  they  have  actually  got  to  da 
WhsLt  is  the  difference  between  these  two 
classes  ?    The  second  class  have  to  gmige 
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the  cheaper  wines,  whereas  the  work  of  the 
tirst-class  exarnining  officers  is  that  of  gaug- 
ing the  dearer  wines,  und  more  especially 
spirits,  Why  is  it  that  the  inferior  officers 
gauge  the  inferior  wines,  while  the  first- 
class  officers  have  to  gauge  the  higher 
class  of  wines  ?     One  reason  is  that  the 
resfjonsibility   is  greater :   and    I  under- 
st;ind  that  there  is  less  difference  between 
the  ca^ks  containing  light  French  wines, 
80  that  less  ski  U  i  n  gau^i  n  g  i  s  r e  <  i  ii  i  red,    I  n 
regard  to  spirits  and  dearer  wines  that  is 
not   the   case,  more  especially  in  regard 
to  spirits,  which  come  in  all  kinds  of  casks 
and  shapes,  and  a  man  has  to  he  an  expert 
to  gauge  the  different  shapes  and  different 
forms  of  the«©  casks.     I  think^  therefore, 
there  is  a  great  difference  between  the 
work    of    the    two    classes^      The    hon. 
Member  next  referred  to  the  system  of 
•*  acting,"  and  I  perfectly  agree  with   him 
that  it  ia  possible   to  carry   this  practice 
too  far.     It  is,  however,  an  advantage  for 
one  of  a  lower  grade  to  discharge    the 
duties  of  a  higher  position,  and  act  as 
substitute  in  the  absence  of  his  superior 
officer,  because  that  better  qualifies  him 
for  promotion.      I  find  the   same    thing  , 
going  on  in  the  Post  Office,  where  1  have  i 
known  men  **  acting  "  for  a  year  at  a  time,  i 
and  that  is  grossly  unfair,     I  cannot  help  ' 
thinking,  however,  that  it  is  periectly  fair 
to  apply  it  to  the  Customs  service.     I  am 
surprised  to  find  that  the  cases  (juoted  by 
my  hon.  Friend  were  not  very  long  ones,  | 
and  he  quoted  a  ease  which  he  thought  ' 
was  one  of  great  hardship,  where  a  man  | 
had    been    **  acting "    for  six  weeks.     I  i 
do    not    think    that    was     a     hardship, 
and     if     that     is     one     of     the    worst  I 
cases,    then    I    cannot    think    that    the  I 
practice   prevails   to    the    extent    which 
the  hon.    Member  tb'nks   it   does.     The 
hon.    Member     complains     that     under  I 
the  Goschen  Minute  there  was  an  arrange- 
ment by   which  the  men  pass  from   the  { 
second  class  of  examining  officers  to  the  I 
first  cla^s  by  competitive  examination,  but  ^ 
thjit  was  foUTid  to  be  somewhat  tfx>  favour- 
Me  to  the  younger  officei^s,  and  a  systein 
was  substituted  by  which  the  men  practi- 
cally  went  up  by  seniority  if  they  passed 
a    cjualifying    examination.       The    hon.  | 
Meml^er  said  that  he  wanted  to  see  the  ' 
(ff)schen  Minute  carried  out  literally,  but 
bis   groat    complaint    now    is    that    the 
Goschen  Minute  is  carried  out. 


Exchequer,  having  seen  the  advantage  of 
this  form  of  examination,  decided  to 
introduce  it  in  the  Customs  service,  and 
what  I  complained  of  was  that  the  two 
subsequent  examinations  were  a  violation 
of  that  clause. 


Mil.  GRAY  :  The  Goschen  Minute  laid 
it    down    that    the  Chancellor    of    the  '  has  some  means  of  getting  into  touch 


*MiL  IIANHUEY  :  I  do  not  tliink  that 
ray  hon.  Friend  s  contention  is  correct,  be- 
cause it  has    never  been  brought  to  my 
knowledge  that  this  examination  was  rtut 
in  accordance  with   the  Treasury   Minute 
;  of  Mr.  Goschen.     I  now  come  to  the  last 
I  point,  which  is  that  of  assistants  of  Cub- 
toms.     The  hon.  Member  complains  that 
I  there   are    men    acting  as   assistants   of 
Customs  some  of  whom  have  had   four 
years'  service,  and  yet  others  who  hitve 
I  only  had  one  year  of  service  are  getting 
exactly  the  same    pay.      When   I  heard 
I  that  statement  I  asked  the  hon.  Member 
if  he  meant  the  same  service,  for  he  knows 
I  very  well  that  che  old  cluss  of  outdoor 
I  ofticei^s   performed   not   only   the   duties 
"  now  discharged    by  itssistauts,  but    nho 
those  which  are  assigned  to  the   wjttcliei^ 
class  ;   and  therefore  their  work  wa.^  of  it 
j  mixed  natiu^e,  and  was  not,  on  an  average, 
as  high  as  that  of  the   pre-^ent  assistants* 
I  Two  or  three  years  ago  the  new  chiss  of 
assistants     wiis    appointed     to     do     the 
■superior   work,    and  the  men   to  whom 
reference  hiis  been  made  were  held  to  be 
I  qualified   to  p*iss  into  that  class  at   their 
'  existing    salaries,    although     they    were 
I  higher  than  the  minimum  of  that  chiss. 
The  complaint  of  my  hon.  Friend  is  that 
these    men,    who   had   been    performing 
work  of  a  mixed  nature  for  three  or  four 
years  before  their  appoiiitmentj  are  now 
receiving  the  same   salaries  in   the  new 
class  as  the   men  who  entered    it   upon 
its   formation   without   previcjus   seivice. 
Is  there  anything  unreasonable    in  that  ? 
I  confess  that  I  see  no  hardship  in  it  at 
alb      If   my  hon.    friend    had  been  able 
to  show  that  they  had  been  perform  irtg 
the  same  duties  throughout  their  service, 
then  the  case  would  have  been  difi'erent. 
Then  there  is  the  ipiestion  of  **  frauds." 
That  matter  has  not  been  brouglu  before 
my  notice,  and  I  am  somewhat  inclined 
to  think  that  my  hon.  Friend  has  somi^ 
what  exaggerated  the  facts  of  the  case. 
The  impression  put  upon  my  mind  was 
that  we  ought  to  have  some  more  efljcient 
system  of  dealing  with  these  matter's,  and 
if  the  hon.  Gentleman,  who  apparently 
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them,  and  I  bold  that  their  pay  is  quite 
inadequate.  We  know  the  many  temp- 
tatifins  that  are  put  in  their  way  and  the 
corruption  which  has  followed  in  othei^ 
countries.  Let  us  take  care  that  we  do  not 
hy  underpaying  them  [>nt  temptations  in 
their  way,  when  thoy  haxa  wive«  and 
families  to  support.  These  men  are  ealled 
Custt)ni.s  boatmen,  but,  except  in  London, 
they  do  no  boating.  If  you  ^o  down  to 
Southampton  or  Greenocli  you  never  see 
them  in  a  fmat.  It  would  bu  mueh  better 
if  they  could  be  ealled  a.st^istaut  preventive 
oflieere,  which  they  really  are,  and  that 
some  addition  should  be  made  to  their 
salary  adequate  to  their  work,  tu  the 
responailiility  of  tbeir  position,  and  to  a 
just  appreciation  of  the  temptations  that 
are  connng  in  their  way.  In  granting 
this  the  Treasury  w^ould  do  well  for 
theniHelves  as  well  as  for  the  men, 

Mu.  C.  H.  WILSON  (Hull,  West):  I 
know  there  is  a  great  amoiuit  of  dissatis- 
faction amongst  thi>5  highly  respectal)lc 
boily  of  men,  who  have  really  important 
duties  to  perform.  The  rate  of  wageis 
throughout  the  country  is  tending  up- 
waitls^  and  their  rate  of  pay  is  totally 
inadefiuate.  I  would  .suggest  that  the 
maximum  salary  should  be  raised  to 
XIOO,  and  that  the  yearly  increment 
should  l>e  so  raised  as  to  enable  the  men 
to  reach  the  maximum  in  II  years  in- 
of  15. 


*Mr.  HANBURY:  Wo  know  some- 
thing of  the  <lissatisfaction  amongst  the 
Customs  boatmen,  but  the  books  of  my 
right  honourable  Friend  the  Patronage 
Secretary  are  so  overladen  with  apfjliea- 
tions  for  these  positions  that  he  ha^  been 
obliged  to  refuse  to  receive  any  further 
applications.  That  is  prioin  Jack  an 
indication  of  the  enormous  competition 
there  is  to  enter  the  service,  and  a  i-ough- 
and -ready  test  of  whether  or  not  the  men 
are  fairly  treated.  My  honourable  Friend 
raises  the  point  of    responsibility,  but 


these  men  are  always  acting  under  the 
supen'ision  of  preventive  othceiis.  The 
quei^tion  of  the  wages  of  Customs  boat- 
men and  preventive  officers  generally 
was  thoroughly  gone  into  by  the  present 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  and  my 
right  honourable  Friend  the  Member  for 
Leeds,  who  was  then  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  in  1891.  The  salaries  were 
then  considerably  increased,  and  there 
was  no  contention  here  that  the  decision 
arrived  at  as  the  result  of  the  enquiry 
had  not  been  properly  carried  out,  or  that 
the  promises  made  to  the  men  had  not 
been  fulfilled.  We  have  not  only  to  look 
at  the  pay  these  men  get,  but  the  promo- 
tions they  have  received.  The  promotions 
of  the  boatmen  have  been  considerably 
increased  since  the  Water  guai*d  and 
preventive  duties  have  been  separated 
from  the  ordinary  warehousiijg  and  other 
duties.  At  certain  of  the  smaller  places 
the  boatmen  get  very  considerable  allow- 
anees  in  addition  to  their  pay,  for  tbe}^ 
practically  act  m  preventive  othcers.  A» 
to  Siuiday  work,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  we  should  have  a  certain  nu miner  of 
these  men  on  duty  on  Sunday.  The 
tiuestion  is  whether  they  are  projierly 
paiil  for  what  they  do  ;  £b  a  year  was 
added  to  the  maximum  salary  in  oi-der  lo 
meet  this  Sunday  duty,  and  the  men 
knew  when  they  entered  the  service  that 
the  X85  included  seven  days'  work,  if 
they  were  called  upon  to  do  Sunday  duty. 
With  regard  to  the  trtaelling  e.xpenses  of 
the  men  in  London  I  do  think  that  there 
is  a  case  for  inquiry,  and  I  promise  to 
look  into  it. 

Mk.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Middles- 
brongh) :  I  am  cxceedirigly  sorry  that  the 
right  honourable  (icntleman  has  adoptcnj 
the  course  he  has  in  regard  to  the  classing 
of  these  men.  If  they  arc  not  paid  for 
their  service?  as  they  ought  to  be,  it  is 
quite  jx^ssible  for  .smuggling  to  go  on 
wholesale.  The  men  have  long  hoiu*s  of 
labouFp  and  the  pay  they  receive  is  very 
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small  indeed.     They  are  a  hartl  working  | 
body  of  men,  and  I  triisl  tliai  the  right 
honourable  Grentleman  will  reconsider  the 
matter;    otherwise   I  for   one   shrdl    be 
prepared  to  go  to  a  division. 

♦Mu.  GRAY  :  I  cannot  allow  the  chal- 
lenge of  the  .Secretary  to  the  Treasmy  to 
pass  unnoticed.  I  imderstoo<l  him  to  in- 
sinuate in  the  last  phrase  of  his  speech 
that  I  was  in  touch  with  the  men  who 
were  responsible  for  the  fraud.  [Mr, 
Han  BURY  was  understof>d  to  take  ex- 
oeption  to  this.]  Then  I  am  afiaid 
the  language  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  is  a  little  like  the  language  of 
the  Treasury  Minute  —  expressed  in 
somewhat  unusual  English  —  it  was 
certainly  open  to  the  inteqiretation  I 
placed  upon  it.  With  regard  to  the 
jK>8ition  of  the  examinijig  officers,  notwith- 
standing what  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  has  asserted^  their  position  is 
worse  now  than  it  was  at  the  time  the 
Trciisury  Minute  was  jmssed.  I  have  ex- 
plained again  and  again  that  it  is  most 
fallacious  to  take  the  averages  of  the  two 
or  three  years  before  the  Mimite  and  the 
two  or  three  years  after,  because  promo- 
tions were  delayed  pending  the  inquiry, 
and  therefore  on  ]>oth  sides  of  the 
inquiry  the  first  year  or  two  ought 
tn  be  eliminated.  If  he  will  take 
the  three  or  four  years  before  the 
inquiry,  and  the  three  or  four  years 
subsequent  to  the  inquiry,  I  think  he  will 
find  that  in  every  branch  of  the  service 
the  rate  of  promotion  is  absolutely  slower 
now  than  it  was  before  the  inquiry,  and 
therefore  the  promises  have  not  been 
kept.  I  am  placed  in  this  position ^  I 
hnve  all  the  arguments  on  my  side,  and 
the  right  honourable  Gentleman  has  all 
the  voting  strength  from  the  dining-room 
and  elsew^herc  on  his,  and  hence  I  hesitate 
to  go  to  a  Division.  I  shall,  however,  bring 
the  matter  forward  on  every  available 
oppoitunity  urUil  it  has  been  satisfactorily 
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dealt  with*  Meanwhile,  I  must  express 
my  deep  regret  that  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  has  not  met  me  in  a  more 
generous  spirit, 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy) :  I  only  rise 
to  express  my  surprise  at  the  easy  niannor 
in  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  is 
satisfied.  He  has  raised  a  sul>ject  to- 
night that  we  have  had  before  the  House 
almost  every  Session  for  the  latjt  five  or 
six  years.  Ho  has  got  no  satisfaction 
Tvhatever,  except  the  old  stereotyped 
official  statement,  which  means  nothing  ; 
and  the  questioi^  will  be  put  off  for 
another  year,  and  nothing  more  will  be 
done.  Now,  Sir,  I  represent  a  consider- 
able number  of  men  who  are  interested 
in  this  question.  Whether  the  honour- 
able Gentleman  goes  to  a  Division  or  not^ 
I  shall  certainly  go  to  a  Division,  and  I 
hope  to  have  his  support.  We  have  had  . 
facts  produced  here  to-night  \vhich  show 
beyond  all  doubt  that  there  is  a  pressing 
and  urgent  grievance  so  far  as  these  men 
are  concerned,  but  it  is  not  a  new  gi-iev- 
ance.  The  right  honourable  Gentleman 
knows  the  grievance  just  as  well  as  we 
do.  He  eraild  have  made  a  speech  to- 
night which  would  have  thrilled  the 
House,  if  only  he  h^ul  been  sitting  on  the 
other  side.  We  niis.^  his  eloquence,  hut 
admire  his  impartial it}^  The  Govern- 
ment is  supposed  to  be  the  champion  of 
short  honvB  and  big  w^ages.  Where  is 
the  eight  hours  movement  now  1  I  think 
this  is  a  cme  in  which  the  right  honour- 
able Gentlomah  should  have  gone  a  little 
farther  than  the  mere  official  promise  to 
look  into  it.  But  the  right  honourable 
Gentleman  is  workeil  too  hartl  already. 
The  question  is  not  going  to  be  dealt 
with;  it  is  going  to  be  shelved.  The 
Debate  is  going  to  he  closed  to-night,  and 
nothing  more  will  be  dune  until  next  year, 
because  we  have  had  the  promise  to  look 
into  the  questinn  until  we  arc  tired  of  ft. 
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I    have  not  pro- 


si  ona  during  th©  dinner  hour,  and  if  the 
honourable  ^feniher  will  only  induce  Us 
fdends  to  come  into  our  lobby,  wb 
may  bo  able  to  pUw;e  a  very  powerful  case 
before  the  right  honourable  Gentleman. 


Mr.  DilLZIEL  :    Then  the  matter  is  I 
even  worse  than   I  anticipated,   and   we  I 
have   no    alternativo    but    to    take    the  | 
opinion  of  the  Hmm  npoa  it.  .  The  hon- 1      Question  put. 
onrable  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  | 

says  the  numerical  strength  is  against  us,  I      The   Committee  divided  :— Ayes  57  ; 
Well,  I  have  seen  some  rather  fininv  Dfvi-  \  Noes  00,— {l>i vision  List  No.  1G7,) 
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Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Lucas  Shiid well,  WiBiaoi 
Macartney,  W.  (J.  ERifion 
Macdona,  John  Ctiniraing 
M  Iver,  Sir  Lewis*  (txlinbTi,  W 
Moon,  ^^iwa^d  Robert  Pacy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
Morriivon,  Walter 
M  nrr&y,  P^  t  H  ti  A  G  ral  la  m  ( B  a  te 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Pilkingten,  Hich(  Lane  Newton 


157 


Supply 


Platt-HifffrinS)  Frederick 
Pollock,  Hairy  Frederick         i 
Priestley.  Sir  W.Overend(Edio 
Purvis,  Robert 

Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
8idebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
8kewes<Cox,  Thomas 
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Smith,  James  Parker(Lanarks 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Usborne,  Thomas 
Webster,Sir  R  E(Isle  of  Wight 
Williams,  Joseph  Po  well-(  Birm 
Willox,  Sir  Jonn  Archibald 


Wilson.  John  (Falkirk) 
Wyndhara,  George 

Tellers  fob  the  Noeb— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


CiASS  VL 

5.  £287,628,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Superannuations  and  Retired  Allowances. 

I 

6.  £2,130,    to   complete   the   sum   for  i 
Merchant  8e<amen'8  Fund  Pensions.  i 

j 

7.  £785,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Mis- 
cellaneous Charitiible  and  other  Allow- 
ances. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow  ; 
Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 


SUPPLY  [19th  May], 


Resolutions  reported : — 

Civil   Services    and    Revenue    De-  \ 
partments  estimates,  1899-1900. 


Class  II. 

2.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £9,446,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  snni 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  the 
Commissioners  in  Lunacy  in  England." 

3.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £67,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sura 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Mint,  including 
the  Expenses  of  Coinage." 


4.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceetUng  it9,274,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  National  Debt 
Office." 


Revenue  Departments. 

1.  "  Tliat  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,316,232, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the 
sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for 
the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Inland 
Revenue  Department." 


5.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £14,300,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 

'  necessary  to  defray  the  charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31  st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Public  Record 
Office." 

6.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £13,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majasty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Exi)enses  of  the  Establishment  under  the 
Public  Works  Loan  Conmiissioners." 
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7.  "  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £26,884,  be  ;  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Works  and 


granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31  St  day  of  March  1900,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expennes  of  the  Department  of  the 
Registrar  General  of  Births,  &c.  in  England." 


8.  "That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £36,393,  be 
£^nted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Cliarge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  jtayment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1900,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  the 


Public  Buildings." 


Kesolutions  agreed  to. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
this  House  do  now  adjourn," — {Sir William 
Walrond) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  accordingly  at  a  quarter 
before  Ten  of  the  clock. 


\ 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Fridatf,  2nd  June  1899, 
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NEW  PEER. 

The  Marquess  of  Exeter— Sat  first  in 
Parlmmeait^  after  the  deatli  of  his  father. 


PRIVATE    BUSINESS, 


FOHTSMOUTH    CORPORATION    BILL 
[Lords]. 

The  Chmrmatj  of  Comtnitteos  infomied 
the  Hnut*e  that  the  opposition  Lo  the  Bill 
was  withdrawn  :  The  orders  mfwle  on  the 
27th  of  Febniary  and  the  l8th  of  May 
JASt  discharged  ;  and  Bill  comniittod. 
I'l  • 

NORTH  EASTERN     AND    HULL     AND 

BARNSLEV    RAILWAYS  (.JOINT  DOCK) 

BLLL  [Lords J. 

The  Queen's  consent  signified  ;  and  Bill 
reported  from  the  Select  Committee  w  ith 
anieiidments. 

NORTH  EASTERN     RAILWAY    BILL 

[Lorde]. 

The  Queen's  consent  signified  ;  and  Bill 
reported  from  the  Select  Committee  vnih 
amendments. 

CMALYILLE     URBAN     DISTRICT     UAS 
BILL  [Lords J. 

Commons  jVmcndments  considered,  and 
agreed  to, 

KENSINCTON     AND     N<aTJN<;     IHLL 
ELKCTRIC  LUaiTlNii  RH.L. 

Kead  2f^  and  committcfl ;  the  Com- 
mittee  tti  Ije  pmposed  l>y  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

MIDLAND    AND    SDCTHAVESTERN 
JUNCTIDN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Read  2'/,  and  committed. 

COHHAM  GAR  BILL  [LnnU]. 
Read  S^r,    an  Amendment   made,    Bill 
passed,  and  aent  to  the  Commons. 

ALL  SAINTS^  CHURC  H  (CARDIFFj  BILL 

[LorrlH]. 

Read  Sf(,  and  passed^  and  sent  to  the 
Conunons. 

VOL.  LXXII.         FouHTR  Series, 


WESTON  -  SL:PER  ^  MARE,  CLEVEDON. 
AN  D  PORTISHEAD  TRAMWAYS 
COMPANY  (LIGHT  RAILWAY  EX- 
TENSIONS)  RILL  [Lonlw], 

lie^d  Zti^  and  passed ,  and  sent  to  the 
Commong. 

WHITEHAVEN  CORPORATION  BILL. 

Read  3(f,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

BIRMINGHAM,       NORTH      WA  RWICK- 

SH I  RE,     AN  D      ST  H  AT  FU  RD-  U  PON  - 
AVON     RAILWAY     BILL  (Lords]. 

Read  3a,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  tlie 
Commons. 

GROSVENOR  CHAPEL  (LONDON)    lULL 
f  Liirds]. 

Read  3tf,  ami  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

MOSS  SIDE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
(TRAMWAYS)  BILL  [LonlK], 

Read  3/f,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

STRETFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUN- 
CIL (TRAMWAYS)   BILL  [Lordf^], 

Read  *Sa^  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

WITH  INGTON         URBAN         DISTRICT 
CGUNdL     (TRAMWAYS)     IMLL    [Ltmb]. 

Read  3<?,  anrl  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Conmions. 

BELFAST     CORPORATION     RILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  la  ' 
and  referred  to  the  Examinei-s. 

CAMBRIDGE  UNIVERSITY  AND  TOWN 
GAS    BILL    [Lonls^.J 

Returned  from  the  Commong  agreed 
to,  with  amendments. 

GLAST<INBURY  WATER  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Ketnrnetl  from  the  Commons  agi'ced  to, 
\^ith  amendments:  The  said  amendments 
considered,  and  agreed  to. 

QUEEN*S  FERRY  BRIDGE  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to 
with  amenfiments  :  The  sair!  amendments 
eon,sidercd,  and  agreed  to. 

ELECTRIC  LIGMTIN(i  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  14.).  BILL  [LordH]. 

Rciiil  %i  (acconling  to  crrder). 

GAS  AND  WATER  (HIDERS  CONFIRXLV- 
TION  BILL  iLordM]. 

Read  2a  (ficcording  to  order). 

F 
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TRAMWAYS  ORDERS    CONFIRMATION 
(No.  1)  BILL  [Lords], 
liead  2a  (according  to  order). 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS    CONFIRMATION 
(No.  3)  BILL  [Lordf*]. 
Rciid  2a  (according  to  order). 

JONES'S  DIVORCE  BILL  [H.L.]. 
Read    3a    (according    to    order),   and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 


PETITIONS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


MUNICIPAL    CORPORATIONS    (BO- 
R0U(;H  FUNDS)  ACT,  1872. 

Petition  for  Amendment  of ;  of  Mayor, 
&c.,  of  Kidderminster  ;  read,  and  onlered 
to  lie  on  the  Ta])le. 

COMPULSORY  VACCINATION. 
*The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (the 
Earl  of  Halsbury)  :  My  Lords,  I  have 
to  present  a  petition  from  the  Guardians 
of  the  Poor  of  the  W^ands  worth 
and  Clapham  Union,  in  the  County  of 
London,  and  in  doing  so  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  I  entirely  differ  from  the 
reasoning  with  which  they  prefer  their 
request,  and  also  from  the  request  itself, 
which  is  for  the  abolition  of  any  form  of 
compulsory  vaccination. 

Petition  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

TREATY  SERIES,  No.  12  (1809). 
Accession  of  Japan  to  the   Industrial 
Property    Convention    of     20th    March 
1883. 

TRADE    REPORTS— ANNUAL     SERIPX 
No.    2279.  Tunis  (Tmde   and   general 

progress,  1898-99). 

No.  2280.  China  (Tchang). 
No.  2281.  China  (Amoy). 

CAPE     OF     (;()OI)      HOPE     (OBSERVA- 
TORY). 

Report  of  the  Astronomer  at  the  Cajx; 
of  Good  Hope  01)servatorv  to  the  Lonls 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  for  the 
year  1898. 

Presented  (by  ccmmiand),  and  oixJered 
to  lie  on  the  Ta])le. 

SUPERANNUATION  —  TREASURY 
MINUTES. 

(1)  Dated  19th  May,  1899,  declaring 
that  James  Mills,  turner,  Koyal 
Gun  Factory,  War  Department; 
and, 


(2)  Dated  24th  May,  1899,  declaring 
that  Charles  Brading,  fitter,  Royal 
Laboratory,  War  Department ; 
were  appointed  without  Civil  Service  certi- 
ficates tnrough  inadvertence  on  the  part 
of  the  head  of  their  Department. 

NATIONAL  DEBT  (SAVINGS  BANKS). 

Balance-sheet  setting  forth  the  assets 
and  liabilities  of  the  Commissioners  for 
the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt  in 
respect  of  trustee  savings  banks  on  20th 
November,  1898. 

SUPREME    COURT     OF    JUDICATURE 
ACT  (IRELAND)  1877. 

Four  Orders  in  Council,  dated  13th 
May,  1899,  giving  efiect  to  Rules  of 
Court    under     the     Local     Government 


(Ireland)  Act,  1898. 

I      Laid   before   the   House   (pursuant   to 
I  Act)  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table, 

PARISH    COUNCILLORS    (TENURE    OF 
OFFICE)  BILL. 

Read  3a  (according  to  order),  with  the 
amendment,  and  passed,  and  returned  to 
the  Commons. 

SEA  FISHERIES  BILL  [H.L]. 
A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to 
sea  fisheries  was  presented  by  the  Earl 
of  Camperdown  (for  the  Lord  Heneage) ; 
read  la ;  to  be  printed  ;  and  to  be  read 
2a  on  Thursday  next.     (No.  106). 

CONGESTED    DISTRICTS    (SCOTLAND) 
ACT  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

SECOND  READINC;. 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  second  read- 
ing read. 

•TuE  SECRp:TAliY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Lord  Balfour  of  Burleioh)  ;  My 
Lords,  it  will  be  within  the  recollec- 
tion of  your  Lordships  that  two  years 
ago  an  Act  was  passed  which  consti- 
tuted a  Congested  Districts  Board  for  Scot- 
land, and  under  which  certain  powers  were 
given  to  the  Board  for  expending  a  sum 
of  money  which  Parliament  had  set  apart 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Act.  Those 
powers,  of  course,  are  the  only  ones 
under  which  the  Board  can  work,  and 
the  experience  of  the  year  and  a-half's 
working  which  we  have  had  has  shown 
us  that  in  some  respects  they  do  not 
confer  all  the  powers  which  we  would  like 
to  be  able  to  exercise.  It  is  obviously 
inexpedient  for  us  to  enter  upon  any 
enterprise  whieh  we  are  not  sure  we  have 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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the  right  to  carry  through  in  all  it8 
developments,  atid  the  object  of  this 
flinall  Bill,  which  1  now  awk  your  Lord- 
ships to  read  a  second  time,  is  in  some 
respects  to  extend  the  powers,  which  are 
given  to  the  Board  hy  the  principvl  Act. 
The  chief  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  enable 
the  B<>ard  to  give  grants-in-aid  ti*  various 
localities  within  the  eon^'ewted  districts  in 
aid  of  practical  education.  As  your 
Lordshipj^  are  probably  aware^  a  new 
Code  of  Education  in  Scotland  has  been 
promulgated  this  year,  part  of  the  policy 
of  vvhiA   hiia  been   to  give  laige  grants 
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grant.  \Vg  trust  that  in  this  way  we 
shall  be  able  to  elicit  a  real  practical 
interest  in  these  matters,  and  to  get 
the  local  authorities  to  start  and  manage 
these  schools.  The  Board  are  absolutely 
unanimous  that  this  policy  is  a  right  one. 
Since  it  has  been  indicated  publicly  we 
have  hku]  miuiy  repntseritatjons  in  fa-vour 
of  it ;  I  hehVne  I  may  .say  that  all  tho«6 
who  have  communicated  with  me  have 
expressed  themselves  in  favour  of  this 
jjoiicy.  T  have  every  hope,  if  your  Loni- 
ships  will  piss  this  BiJb  that  it  will  not 
encoiuiter    opposition    in    another   place, 


from  the  !nif>erial  funds  for  this  clas.^  (*f    and  I  ask  your  Lordships  now  to  give  it 
„.,..!.      11-.    1         .  _v      ^^  definite  trade' 


work.  We  rio  not  aim 
teachings  but,  ou  the  other  hand,  we 
recognise  that  if  the  children  in  these  dis- 
tricts are  to  he  made  usefid  citizens,  we 
cannot  confine  their  education  wholly  to 
book- work.  WTiat  we  desire  to  aim  at  is 
to  develop  all  their  faculties,  and  by 
moans  of  practical  work  to  cultivate 
their  faculties  of  ohservatroti  and  of 
manual  dexterity.  Under  the  Gxle 
which  1  have  jtist  mentioned  liberal 
grants  are  otferetl  to  Icx-alitiei?  which 
Uieet  the  conditifius  laid  down.  I  am 
sure  your  Lordships  will  consider  that 
it  is  a  .sound  principle  upon  which  to  work 
that  Imperial  funds  should  not  be  given 
as  a  rule  except  in  response  to  correspond- 
ing activity  and  expeiiditure  on  the  part 
of  the  hx'alities,  and  there  is  certainly  no 
intention  on  luy  part  to  in  any  way  cast 
discredit  upon  what  I  h^ivc  described  as  a 
I  will  further  i>tiv  that 


a  second  reading. 

Bill  read  2a  (according  to  order*),  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  oo  Monday  next 

THE   SOUDAN    EXPEDITION,    18ft8, 

PROPOSED       GRANT      TO      LOUD 
KITCHENER    OF     KHABTuLM. 

Message  from  the  Queen— Delivered 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  read  by  his 
Lordship,  as  follows  : 

Her  Majesty,  taking  into  consideratitm 
the  enn'irent  services  of  Majur-General 
Lord  Kitchener  of  Khaitoum,  U.G.B,, 
K,C3LG.,  in  planning  and  conducting  the 
recent  expedition  into  the  Soudan,  and 
being  desirou.s,  in  recognition  of  such 
services,  to  confer  some  signal  mark  of 
Her  favour  upon  him,  recomniends  to  the 
House  of  Lords  that  She  should  l>o 
enabled  to  oant  Loitl  Kitchener  the  Num 


sound  principle, 

so  far  as  much  the  larger  portion  of  the 

districts  in  Scotland  are  concerned,  there  k*^  ^^^^^Y  thousand  pounds: 

will,  I  believe,  be  n<»  sort  of  <litficulty  in        Ordered,    that    the   said    message   be 

their   eonung   foniard   and   meetnig  the  L^^^^^  |^^^ ^^^^j^i^^^^j^^^^^  j,^j^^^^,  ^^^^^ 

conditions  upon  which   these  grants  are  ' 


offered.  They  know  the  value  of  practical 
educMition,  and  they  have  therefore  every 
inducement  to  put  their  hands  into  their 
pockcta^  and  to  do  their  part  ;  but  in 
those  Highland  and  poor  districts  to 
which  the  work  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Bfuml  is  eonhned  the  conditiona  are 
different.  They  have  the  fewest  openings 
for  practiced  education,  and  yet  they  are 
precisely  the  very  districts  which  cannot 
oontribute  out  of  their  own  resources  to 
ail  the  advantages  which  are  ofTered 
im  the  Imperial  funds,  and  one  of  the 
chief  objects  we  want  to  serve  by  this 
Bill  is  to  help  those  noor  districts  to  meet 
the  condition?!  lairt  down,  and.  where  wo 
find  it  neeessiiry,  to  give  them  funcls 
which  will  t*tial*lc  them  to  oblain  the  Code 


Huuse  juljoiinied  at  twenty  niinutey  before 
Five  oVluc'k  to  Monday  ii«xt,  u  cjuurterjMist 
Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 


Fruiap,  Sud  June  1899, 


PRIVATE    BUSINESS, 

PRIVATE  HILLS  LLohIh]. 
(StancUng  Orders  not  previously  inquiivd 
into  ccmiplied  with.) 
Mn.  SPKAKER  Imd  upon  the  Table 
Import  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
cai*e  i»f  the   following  Bill,  originating  in 
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the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not 
previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz.  : — 

BRIGHTON  MARINE  PALACE  AND 
PIER  BILL  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS. 

(Standing  Orders  applicable  thereto 
complied  with.) 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been 
complied  with,  viz.  : — 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  16)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  Ixj  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  next. 

BRIGG  URBAN  DISTRICT  GAS  BILL. 
Lords    Amendments    considered,    and 
agreed  to. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  LONDON,  CHAT- 
HAM, AND  DOVER  RAILWAY 
COMPANIES  (NEW  LINES)  BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

NORFOLK  ESTUARY  BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with- 
out Amendment. 

LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAIL- 
WAY (NEW  RAILWAYS)  BILL. 

As  Amended,  considered  ;  two  Clauses 
added  ;  an  Amendment  made  ;  Bill  to  be 
rciid  the  third  time. 

DERBY  CORPORATION  WATER  BILL, 
LEICESTER  CORPORATION  WATER 
BILL,  AND  SHEFFIELD  CORPORA- 
TION (DERWENT  VALLEY)  WATER 
JULL. 

Ordered,  That  it  l)e  an  instruction  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Derby  Corpora- 
tion \Vater  Bill,  the  Leicester  Corpora- 
tion \Vater  Bill,  and  the  Sheffield 
Corporation  (Derwent  Valley)  Water  Bill, 
that  they  have  power,  if  they  think  fit, 
to  consolidate  the  said  Bills  or  any  part 
or  parts  thereof  respectively  into  one  or 
more  Bills. — {Sii-  John  Brunner,) 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER. (No.  1)  BILL, 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (HOUSING  OF  WORKING 
CLASSES)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (GAS)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  4)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL     GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  5)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  6)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  7)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  8)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (POOR  LAW)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

PIER  AND  HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

BROUGHTY  FERRY  GAS  AND  PAVING 
ORDER  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Order  confirmed] ;  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Monday  next. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  PROVI- 
SIGNAL  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(ABERAVON,  &c.)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Reported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Onlers  confirmed] ;  Report  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  l)c  read  the  third  time  upon 
Monday  next. 

CITY  AND    BRIXTON    RAILWAY  BILL. 
Reported,  with   Amendments;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
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ARBROATH  COKPORATION  <^A8  BILL  ceived  and  applkd  in  the  year  ended 
n>or'l«].  I  31st  March,   18^9,  in  respect  of  the  Old 

Reported,  without  Araendnioiit;  Report  ;  and  New  Sinking  Fun^ls  [by  Aet] ;  to  lie 
to  lie  ujK^n  tlie  Taltle,  arnl  to  be   print^:HL    upon  the  Table  and  to  be  printed,     [No. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time.  207.] 


DUMBAUTON   BURGH  BILL  [Lordn]. 
Kep?rtetl,  with  Amendments  ;    Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

KEW  BUI  DOE  BILL  [LordB]. 
Reported,    withont    Anu3ndment;    Re- 
port  to  lie   upon   the    Table,   and   to  be 
printed. 

Bill  to  lie  read  the  third  time. 

JONES'    DIVORCE  BILL  [Lords], 
Read  tlie  first  time  ;  to  he  read  a  second 
time. 

GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  BILL 

[  Lordi*]. 

Kejwl  the  firi^l  time  ;  and  referred  Ui 
the  Exiimineris  of  Petitions  for  Private 
BilU. 

SUNDERLAND  CORPORATION    BILL 
[Liirds], 

ReiwI   the  first  time  ;   aiitl  referred  to 

the  Examiners   of    Petitions  for  Private 

BiUg. 

FRIENDS     PROVIDENT     rNSTITUTION 
BILL[LORDSj  [8TAiMP  DUTIES]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to 
authorise  the  imposition  of  the  fallowing 
St^arap  duties  upon  certairj  Memorials 
under  any  Act  of  the  present  Session 
relating  to  the  Friends  Provident 
Institution  : — 

For  and  upi:>n  the  first  Afemorial 
enriilled  of  the  names  of  the  perj^ons  who 
shall  be  deemed  held  and  token  to  be 
Trustees  of  the  Institution,  or  of  any 
gpecial  funduf  the  Institution,  the  sum  of 
five  pounds  ;  and  upon  every  other  such 
Memorial  in  whiuh  the  name  of  any 
person  shall  for  the  first  time  be  inserted 
as  a  Trustee  of  the  Institution  the  sum  of 
K     five  pounds,  — (/>r.  Farquhiirsim,) 

m        Resolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday 

■  next. 

■  SINKING  FUNDS, 

^L^  Account  presented,^f  the  Com- 
^^B^ftsioners  for  the  Reduction  of  the 
^^^ktipnal  Debt,  showing  the  amount  re- 

P 


NATIONAL  DEBT  (SAVINGS  BANKS). 
!  Copy  presented, — of  Bidance  Sheet 
,  setting  fi>rth  the  Assets  and  liiabilities 
of  the  Commissioners  for  the  R^luction 
of  the  National  Debt  in  respect  of  Trustee 
Savings  Bfink  on  the  20th  November, 
1898  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed.     [No.  208.] 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1884. 
Copies  presented,  —  of  Treasury 
Minutes  declaring  that  the  undermen- 
tioned Persons  were  appointed  to  the 
Offices  .*^et  against  their  names  without  a 
Civil  Service  Certificate,  through  inad- 
vertence on  the  part  of  the  Heads  of  their 
Depntmcnts,  viz.,  James  Milla,  Turner, 
Royal  Gun  Factory,  War  Department, 
dated  19th  May,  1899;  Charles  Brading, 
Fitter^  Royal  Laboratory,  War  Depart- 
ment, dated  24th  May,"  189  D  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


PARLIAMENT 
Copy  presented|- 
dated  21* th  May,  1 
continuance  of  the 
the  Savings  Brinks 
assets  and  liabilitiei 
Commissioners  in 
Savings  Banks  [by 
table. 


ARY    EETUHNB. 

—of  Treasury  Minute, 
.S99,  directing  the  dis- 
annual  Jiccuunt,  under 
Moneys  Act,  186C^,  of 
5  of  the  National  Debt 
respect  of  Trustee 
Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the 


ALDERSHOT  (SEWAGE  FARM  AND 
DAIRY) 

Copy  presented, — of  Report  on  the 
condition  of  the  Aldershot  Camp  Sewage 
Farm  and  of  the  Dairy  maintained  upon 
it  [by  Command  ];  to  lie  upon  the  I'ali'et 

COLONIAL  REPORTS  (ANNUAL). 
Copy  presented,— of  Report,   No.  260 
(Niger,    West    African    Frontier  Force, 
koporta  for   1897-8)  [bj  Command];  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUGAR  (BOUNTIES,  &o.) 
Return     presented, — relative     thereto 
[ordered  27th  April ;  Mr.  SealeTiayne] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  209.] 

CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE  OBSERVATORY. 

Copy    presented, — of    Report   of    the 

Astronomer  to  the  Lords  Commissioners 
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of  the  Admiralty  for  the  year  1898  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TREATY  SERIES  (No.  12,  1899). 
Copy  presented, — of  Accession  of  Japan 
to  the  Industrial  Property  Convention  of 
20th  March,  1883  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
Copies  presented,  of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Keports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
2279  to  2281  (by  command) ;  to  lie  upon 
the  table. 

PROSECUTION    OF     OFFENCES     ACT, 
1879  and  1884. 

Address  for  "Return  showing  the 
working  of  the  Regulations  made  in  1886 
for  carrying  out  the  Prosecution  of 
Offences  Acts,  1879  and  1884,  with 
statistics  setting  forth  the  number, 
nature,  cost,  and  results  of  the  proceed- 
ings instituted  by  the  Director  in  accord- 
ance with  those  Regulations  from  the  Ist 
day  of  January  1898  to  the  31st  day  of 
December  1898  (in  continuation  of  Par- 
liamentary Paper,  No.  204,  of  Session 
1898)."— (il/r.  Jesfic  Colliiigs.) 

DEATHS    FROM  WINDOW   CLEANING 
ACCIDENTS. 

Address  for  "  Return  showing  approxi- 
mately the  number  of  Coroners'  Inquests 
in  the  county  of  London  during  the  ^ve 
years  ended  31st  day  of  December  1898 
in  cases  in  which  persons  were  killed  by 
falling  from  windows  while  engaged  in 
cleaning  them." — {Mr.  Proband,) 

LUNACY  BILL  [LORDS]. 
Read  the  first     time;  to  be    read  a 
second  time  upon  Monday,  12th   June, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  225.] 

THE  SOUDAN  EXPEDITION  1898. 

PROPOSED  GRANT  TO 
LORD  KITCHENER  OF  KHARTOUM. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREAS- 
URY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfouii,  Manchester, 
E.),  at  the  Bar,  acquainted  the  House 
that  he  had  a  Message  from  Her  Majesty 
to  this  House,  signed  by  Her  Majesty's 
own  hand,  and  he  presented  the  same  to  the 
House  ;  and  it  was  read  by  Mr.  Speaker 
(all  the  Members  of  the  Bouse  being  un- 
covered), and  is  as  followeth  : — 
VICTORIA  R. 

Her  Majesty,  taking  into  considera- 
tion   the    eminent    services    of     Major- 


General  Lord  Kitchener  of  Khartoum, 
G.C.B.,  K.C.M.G.,  in  planning  and  con- 
ducting the  recent  expedition  into  the 
Soudan,  and  being  desirous,  in  recognition 
of  such  services,  to  confer  some  signal 
mark  of  her  favour  upon  him,  recom- 
mends to  her  faithful  Commons  that  she 
should  be  enabled  to  grant  Lord 
Kitchener  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand 
pounds. 

Balmoral. 

1st  Jane,  1899. 


Ordered,  That  Her  Majesty's  Most 
Gracious  Message  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Supply.— (3//*.  Balfmw.) 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agreed  to, — 

Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act 
(1889)  Extension  BiF,  with  an  Amend- 
ment : — 

Crowborough  District  Water  Bill,  with 
Amendments. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"An  Act  to  dissolve  the  marriage  of 
Charlotte  Jane  Jones,  the  wife  of  Robert 
Colvill  Jones,  with  the  said  Robert  Colvill 
Jones,  and  to  enable  her  to  marry  again  ; 
and  for  other  purposes."  [Jones  Divorce 
Bill  [Liynh.] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  con- 
fer further  powers  upon  the  Great 
Northern  Railway  Company.**  [Great 
Northern  Railway  Bill  [Lords.] 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act 
to  enable  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Sunderland 
to  construct  additional  Tramways  in  and 
adjacent  to  the  borough ;  and  for  other 

fiurposes."     [Sunderland  Corporation  BiU 
Lords.] 

BILLS  INTRODUCED 

Trustee  Savings  Banks, —  Bill  to 
amend  the  Trustee  Savings  Banks  Acts, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Albert 
RoUit,  Mr.  Campbell,  and  Mr.  Ure. 

Trustee  Savings  Banks  Bill, — "  to 
amend  the  Trustee  Savings  Ranks  Acts," 
presented  accordingly,  and  read  the  first 
time;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Monday  next  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
226.] 
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BOROUGH  FUNDS  ACT,  1871 
Petit  i OTIS  for  altorations  of  law  ;— from 
HornCikstle  ;—  Tredegnr  ;  —  Naiityglo  ; — 
and,  Aliertillerv  ;  to  lie  opon  t\w  Table. 

BUILDING  FEUS    AXD   LEASES  (SCOT" 
LAND)  BILL 

Petition  from    Haddington^  agtiitist ;  to 
lie  upon  the  TiiMe. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCDTLAND) 
ACT  (1H94)  AMENDMENT  VULL. 

Petition  from  Draiiiie,  in  favour:  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
HILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  ;^From  Elgin  ; — 
andj  Hadfiington ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL 

Petitions     in     favour ;  —  Fi*om     Cefn 

Brithda  ;  —  Cvviutillery     (two)  ;  —  New 

Tredegar ;  —  Vivian  ;  —  Tillery  j  —  Burn- 

liank  ; — ^Garswood  j —  Tungheiiith  ]—  Dar- 

Petition  from  Ha4ldiogton,  agaiu«t ;  to  j  randdu  ;  —  Gyfelaish;^ — St.     George;  — 

Ite  upon  the  Table.  I  Dnnvant ;  —  Primrose  ;  —  Weig  Fawr  ; — 

I  Elba  ; — Ffurest  Faeh  ; — Hindley  Green  ;~ 
CROFTEKS'     HULDrN<;s      (SCi»TLAND)  >  Henwain  Pit ;— Lower  Deep  Pit ;— Orittin 
ACT  (laHti)  AMENDMENT  I51L"  '  '  "       ''        "  " ^'       ' 

jtitiVio  f] 
iie  upon  the 


COUNTY  COUNCILLORS  (Ql  ALIFICA 
TtON  OF  WOMEN)  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL, 


Pit   {No.    2);  — Clydaeh;  -Coal    Brtiok 

Petitiiio  from   Ha<ldington,  against ;  to  j  Vale  ; — Nortli    Blaina  ;—  and,  Griffin    Pit 

Table.  (No.  3)  CV4herie?i ;  to  be  upon  the  Table. 


ECCLESIASTICAL  ASSESSMENTS  (SCOT 
LAND)  HILL. 


PARISH  CHI  UCHES  (SCOTLAND)  RILL" 

Petition   from   Hmldington,  in  faA  our  ; 
Petiti^in  from  lladdingtorj,    in  favour  ;    ^^^  \i^,  ^jp^n  the  Table. 


to  He  upcm  the  Table. 

EDUCATItfN   ISCHtKiL    ATTENDANCE) 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL, 

Petition  from  Hmldiiigton,  for  altera- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EXECUTORS  (SCOTLAND)  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

Petition  from  Hrwldington,  in  favour  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Tabic, 

FINE  ini   IMPRISONMENT  (SCOTLAND 
A:ND  DiELAND)  HILL. 

Petition  from  Ha(l(Ungt<m,  in  favour  ; 
to  lie  up  in  tho  Table. 

FOREIGN  SUG/VIL 

Petition  of  tho  Royal  Jamaica  S^x-iety 
of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  and  Mer- 
chants' Exchange,  for  imposition  of 
countervailing  duties  ;  to  lie  upon  tlie 
Table, 

!  GROUND  RENTS  (TAXATION  BY  LOCAL 
Al'THOlUTIES). 

Potitiou  from  Ashton-iu-Makertield,  in 
iavour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 

GROUND  VALUES  (TAXATION)  (SCOT- 
LAN  D)  BILL. 

Petition  from  HaddingtoUt  againat ;  to 
Uo  upon  the  Table, 


P(H>R    LAW    OFFICERS'   SCrERANNF- 
ATION   (SCOTLAND)    RILL, 

Petition  from  tliulflingtoUi  in  favour  ;  to 
be  upon  the  ThLIc. 

PRIVATE  LEGISLATION     PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour;— From  Dalkeith; 
— ^and,  HiMhliugton ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

PUBLIC   LIBBARIES  (SCtnT.AND)  ACTS 
AMENDMENT   BILL. 

Petiti<jn  from  Haddington,  in  favour  ; 
to  lie  upon  tlie  Table. 

ROMAN    CATHOLIC    UNIVERSITY     IN 
IRELAND. 

Petition  from  Loiulon,  for  establish* 
ment ;  to  be  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

PetitionB  in  favour  ; — From  Dorkin|; ; — 
Hayle  ;^8pitalfields  ;— Kingsclere  ^\  ikkI- 
kuds  ;  — Pilton  ;  —  Kemton  Mandeville  ; 
and,  Somerton  i  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SMALL   TENANTS    (SCOTLAND)    BILL. 

Petition  from  Haddington,  against ;  to 
lie  upi>u  the  Table, 
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SUCCESSION  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Haddington,  for  altera- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TEINDS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petitions   in  favour ; — From  Elgin  ; — 
and,  Haddington  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL 
Petitions  in  favour  ; — From  Partick  ; — 
and,  Stornoway  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TROUT  FISHING  ANNUAL  CLOSE 
TIME  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Haddington,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS, 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS. 
Mr.  LLOYD  GEORGE  (Carnarvon): 
With  regard  to  the  Provisional  Order 
Bills  which  were  in  the  Paper  to-day,  may 
I  suggest  that  it  would  be  for  the 
convenience  of  the  House  if  the  same 
procedure  was  followed  as  in  the  case  of 
other  Bills,  and  the  names  inserted  instead 
of  the  numbers  ?  I  wished,  for  instance, 
to  know  whether  one  of  the  Orders  in 
to-day's  paper  refer  to  Rhyl. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Tyrone,  S.) :  No.  The  Rhyl 
order  is  not  contained  in  any  of  the  Bills 
before  the  House. 

RUSSIAN    CARGOES    FOR 
TA-LIEN-WAN. 

Sir  EDWARD  GOURLEY  (Sunder- 
land) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  if  he  can 
inform  the  House  whether  British  vessels 
(flying  the  British  flag)  are,  under 
existing  Russian  regulations,  permitted 
to  carry  cargoes  of  grain  or  other  lawful 
merchandise  from  Black  Sea  Russian 
ports  to  Ta-lien-wan ;  and  whether  the 
carrying  trade  from  Russian  ports  will  be 
limited  to  ships  flying  the  Russian  flag 
when  the  Trans-Siberian  railway  is  ready 
for  traffic  or  open  to  ships  of  all  nations  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  St.  John  Brodrick,  Surrey, 
Guildford)  :  By  referring  to  page  134  of 
the  Blue-Book  China  No.  1,  1899,  the 
honourable  Member  will  see  that  the 
Russian    Charge     d'Afl*aires     at    Pekin 


informed  Her  Majesty's  Minister  on  23rd 
June,  1898,  that  Ta-lien-wan  could  not  be 
considered  a  "  port  effectivementouvert" 
until  the  establishment  of  a  Customs 
service  similar  to  that  existing  at  other 
ports  opened  by  Treaty,  and  that  a  de- 
claration to  that  eifect  would  have  to  be 
made  to  the  Representatives  of  the  Treaty 
Powers.  Her  Majesty's  Government  are 
awaiting  such  a  communication  from  the 
Russian  Government.  No  regulation  has 
as  yet  been  issued  by  the  Russian  Gk)vem- 
ment  confining  the  carrying  trade  be- 
tween Russian  ports  and  Ta-lien-wan  to 
Russian  ships. 

BRITISH  TRADERS  AT  CANTON. 
*Mr.  hatch  (Lanes.,  Gorton)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  whether  the  Chinese 
authorities  at  Canton  have  objected  to 
the  establishment  by  Messrs.  Banher  and 
Company,  British  subjects  resident  there, 
of  business  premises  in  the  native  city  of 
Canton ;  whether  Messrs.  Banber  and 
Company  in  establishing  such  premises 
are  acting  within  treaty  rights ;  and, 
such  being  the  case,  whether  Her 
Majesty *s  Government  have  taken  any 
steps  to  ensure  the  enforcement  of  such 
rights  ? 

*xMr.  BRODRICK  :  A  British  subject 
named  Banker  having  intimated  towards 
the  end  of  last  year  his  desire  to  open  a 
piece  goods  shop  in  the  native  city  of 
Canton,  the  Viceroy  requested  Her 
Majesty *s  Consul  to  order  Banker  to 
close  it,  basing  his  opposition  on  the  3rd 
section  of  the  Chefoo  Convention.  The 
Consul  in  reply  pointed  out  that  the 
section  in  question  was  abrogated  by  the 
Additional  Article  signed  in  1885,  and 
stated  that  he  was  informing  Mr.  Banker 
that  he  was  at  liberty  to  pursue  his  busi- 
ness, but  that,  in  the  event  of  the  two 
Governments  subsequently  deciding  that 
the  area  of  exemption  from  likin  was  to 
be  confined  to  the  foreign  concessions, 
he  would  be  liable  to  the  payment  of 
likin. 

SIERRA  LEONE. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  when  the  report  of  Sir 
David  Chalmers  upon  the  origin  of  the 
troubles  in  the  hinterland  of  Sierra 
Leone  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House. 
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The  SECliETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J,  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W,):  As  I  have  ul ready 
stated,  1  sent  the  report  to  Sir  F.  Cardew 
for  his  observations.  I  have  now  re- 
ceived these  and  *im  considering  them 
with  the  report.  Both  documents  are 
very  lengthy,  and  some  considerable 
delay  has  taken  place  in  printing  them. 
No  time  will  be  lost  in  coming  to  a  con- 
dition on  the  numerous  questions  raised, 
but  I  am  sorry  to  say  it  is  not  possible 
for  me  to  fix  a  date  for  laying  the  Papers 
on  the  Table,  although  I  hope  they  will 
be  ready  in  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks. 

^MR.  HEDDKRWICK:  Will  the  report 
|R|  laid  on  the  Table  before  the  Colonial 
«te  is  taken  l 
xMr.  J.  CHAMBEKLAIN:  I  do  not 
think  any  date  has  as  yet  been  fixed  for 
the  Colonial  vote.  It  is  always  a  matter 
of  an'angement  between  the  two  sides 
of  the  House. 

ALDEU^HOT    8EW.\fiE     FARM. 

Mrt.  J.  G.  TALBOT  (Oxford  Univer- 
sity): On  behalf  of  the  hun.  Member  for 
North  Hants  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
has  received  the  report  of  the  raedieal 
oi^cer  ap|:»ointed  by  the  War  Office  to 
inspect  the  Camp  Sewage  Farm  at  Alder- 
shot.  And,  whether  it  is  still  proposed 
to  supply  the  troops  with  milk  from  this 
farm. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Mr.  G.  WYND 
HAM,  Dover) :  The  report  has  been 
received,  and  will  be  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  House  to-day.  There  has  been  no 
question  of  supplying  the  troops  with 
this  milk  as  pan  of  their  rations.  The 
question  has  been  whether  they  should 
be  nr»>hibited  from  purchasing  it.  Dr. 
Amircwcs'  report  contains  nothing  which 
would  warrant  such  a  prohibition.  It  i 
does,  however,  suggest  one  improvement 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  farm,  the  cost 
of  which  ia  now  being  investigated. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  PAY  DEDUCTIONS. 

CAtTAiN  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, whether,  in  \iew  of  the  fact  that 
the  granting  of  retired  pay  to  an  officer 
represents  the  conclusion  of  a  bargain 
between  an  officer  and  the  service  be  has 


I 
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left,  in  view,  further,  of  the  fact  that  the 
amount  receised  by  the  Treasury  from 
ded tU'tions  made  from  the  |iay  of  retired 
officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  employed 
in  the  Civil  Service  is  so  comparatively 
small,  amounting  to  some  X3,600  a  year, 
he  will  secure  officers  in  the  possession  of 
what  is  admittedly  their  own,  and  allow 
them  to  hold,  without  deduction  from  the 
salary,  any  apjpointments  they  may  be 
fortunate  enough  to  obtain  in  the  Civil 
Service  ;  and,  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  deductions  made  from  the  pay  of 
officers  retired  from  the  Army  or  Navy 
who  are  emyjloyed  in  the  Civil  Service; 
compared  with  the  total  amount  received 
of  effective  and  non-efTcctivc  paVi  vary 
from  90  per  ctrrit.  to  about  2  per  cent. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  R.  W,  Hanisuhv, 
Prestnrj) :  I  hiive  ah'eady  explained  that 
any  change  in  the  present  jjiacticc  would 
rci|uire  fresh  legislation.  I  cannot  tinrl 
any  instance  in  which  the  amount  of  de- 
duction approaches  [^0  per  cent.  The 
usual  deduction  is  10  percent.  The  de- 
duction of  (roughly)  2  per  cent,  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  refers  is  explained  by 
the  fact  that,  under  Rule  t,  the  total 
emoluments  of  an  officer  may  not  be  re- 
duced liy  abatement  to  less  than  £400 
per  animm. 

FATALITIES  AMONG  RAILWAY 
SERVANTS. 

Mh.  CHANNING  (Ncathampton,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Boanl 
of  Trade  what  haa  been  the  number  of 
railway  servants  killed  by  accidents  in 
which  the  movenierU  of  vehicles  used 
exclusively  on  raili^^ays  was  concerned  in 
the  year  1898;  and,  what  has  been  the 
numl^er  of  such  fatal  accidents  investi- 
gated in  1898  b}^  inspectors  or  sub- 
inspectors  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

TfiE  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TEJADE  (Mr.  C.  J.  RiTcntE,  Croy^ 
don) :  The  n timber  of  railway  servants 
killed  in  1898  was  490.  The  imndjer  of 
fatal  accidents  inquired  into  was  116. 

THE  KHARTOUM  PRISONERS, 

Mu.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  has  obtained 
information  from  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment as  to  the  number  of  Europeans  and 
Egyptians  released  by  the  capture  of 
Kiiartoum ;  and  if  he  can  give  the  same 
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to  the  House,  stating  their  various 
nationalities,  and  the  number  of  men  and 
women  respectively. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  We  have  received 
the  following  statement  from  Lord 
Cromer  of  the  number  of  prisoners 
released  subsequently  to  the  Battle  of 
Omdurman  : — 

IVCLOSURE   1   IN  No.   1. 

Statement  of  Number  of  Prisoners 
Released  after  the  Battle  of 
Omdurman. 

1.  Government  prisoners,  military 

and  civilian,  in  Omdurman, 
mostly  Egyptians  and  Turks 
(approximate)  8,676 

2.  Government  prisoners,  military 

and  civilian,  in  the  Soudan, 
other  than  Omdurman,  mostly 
Egyptians  and  Turks  (approxi- 
mate)  I,:i24 

3.  Christian  prisoners  in  Omdur- 

man, other  than  Copts         ...       213 

4.  Coptic  prisoners  in  Omdurman       562 

5.  Abyssinian  refugees  in  Omdur- 

man           272 


Total  (approximately)     ...  1 1 ,047 
Subtract    193    Copts,   who   were 
Government  employees,  and 
are  included  in  paragraphs  1 
and  2 193 


Approximate  total  of  Soudan 
refugees  who  were  released 
by  Government  after  the 
Battle  of  Omdurman  ...  10,854 

There  were  177  Christian  and  3t)  Jew 
prisoners  found  in  Omdurman  after  the 
Battle,  who  may  be  divided  as  follows, 
according  to  nationality  :-  - 


fever  is  still  prevalent  among  the  Native 
troops  in  the  Soudan  ;  and  what  are  the 
latest  reports    as    to    their  health  and 

mortality. 

♦iMr.  BRODRICK  :  We  have  heard  no 
more  on  the  subject  since  my  answer  to 
the  honourable  Member's  Question  on 
14th  April,  when  I  stated  that  the  epi- 
demic was  abating. 

IRISH    LIGHTS. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN  (Gateshead): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  when  the  new  lighthouse  and  fog 
signal  are  to  be  erected  on  the  Black 
Head,  Ireland ;  and,  when  is  a  new  light- 
house to  be  erected  at  the  Maiden  Rocks, 
Ireland. 

Mr.  RITCHIP:  :  I  am  informed  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights  that  a  site 
has  been  obtained  for  the  new  lighthouse 
and  fog  signal  on  the  Black  Head,  and 
that  the  work  will  be  preceded  with  at 
at  once.  No  proposal  for  a  new  light- 
house at  the  Maiden  Rooks  is  before  the 
Board  of  Trade. 

Mr.  W.  ALLAN:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  the  present 
lighthouse  is  70  years  old  ? 


Mr,  RITCHIE : 
age. 


I  do  not  know  its 


Austriaiis     ...     2  women 

out  of  total 

4 

Greeks         ...  45 

)) 
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94 

Iti^lians        ...     6 
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12 
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>> 
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10 

Armenians  ...     1 
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>> 
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50 

English  (Lup- 

ton      Bey's 
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>> 
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Jews     '       ...   18 

>> 

>♦ 

36 

213 

FEVER  AMONG  THE  SOUDAXESE 
TROOPS. 

Mr.  PIKIE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  the  epidemic  of   cerebro-spinal 


QUEEN'S  BIRTHDAY  CELEBRATION 
AT  SOUTHSEA. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLJS  (Lynn  Regis): 
I  be<j  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
,  for  War  whether,  after  considerable  prc- 
!  parations  had  been  made  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  birthday  on  the 
i  24th   May  at  Southsea,   the  general  in 
I  command  of  the  troops,  in  consequence  of 
i  the   falling  of  a  slight  shower  of   rain, 
ordered  the  flag  to  bo  hauled  down  and 
the  parade  to  be  cancelled ;  whether  he 
can  say  if  the  parade  was  thus  cancelled 
in  consequence  of  an  apprehension  of  the 
damage  that  might  have  been  done,  cither 
to  the  men's  uniforms  or  to  their  arms  by 
;  rain  ;  and,  if  not,  what  the  reason  was  for 
the  cancelling  of  the  [)arade  and  the  dis- 
appointment of  the  numerous  s{)ectators 
who  h^wl  come  by  train  and  otherwise  to 
pee  it ;  and,  whether  ho  is  aMare  that,  in 
spite   of   the   rain,    a  <letachnicnt  from 
H.M.S.   "Excellent,"  of  900  officers  and 
men,   with  six  field  guns,   came  to  and 
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j  remained  on  the  grouml,  rehoistt'd  the 
I  flag,    went  through   various    evohitions, 

fire*i  u  f^u  fUjoic^  und  returned  to  H.MS. 

"  Excoilcnt." 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  yueen's  Birth- 
day parade  was  countermanded  in  view  of 
beary  rain  falliii*;  \\.l  the  time  when  the 
troops  were  parading.  At  11. 20  the  rain 
ceased,  but  owing  to  the  distribution  of 
the  trc»op!S  in  widely  separate  quarters  it 
would  then  have  beun  impossible  to  effect 
k.%  eon  cent  rati  on  in  time. 


LEVEi;  CROSSING  iS.^DESBOROUGH 
ItAlLWAY  FATALITY. 

xMr.  CHANNING  (Northampton, 
R) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  PrcBideut  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  why  the  Board 
of  Trade  did  not  send  a  representa- 
tive to  attend  the  inquest,  held  at  Des- 
borough  on  Thursday ^  25th  May,  on  two 

g arsons  killed  at  the  level  crossing  at 
esliorough  Station  on  Saturday,  20th 
May,  although  the  coroner  specially 
adjourned  the  in(|uest  from  Saturday  to 
the  following  Thursday  to  enable  the 
Board  to  be  represented  :  whether  he  has 
considered  the  rider  appended  to  their 
\"erdict  by  the  jury  blaming  the  Midland 
Kail  way  Company  for  not  providing  an 
official  to  warn  passengers  crossing,  and 
for  not  providing  a  safe  means  of  crossing 
at  this  station  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
on  Tuesday,  23rd  May,  abont  a  dozen 
people  were  exposed  to  serious  risk  from 
an  expre,s9  train  while  crossing  the  line  at 
the  same  place  :  whether  an  inquiry  will 
be  hold  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Boanl  of 
Trade  :  and,  whether  he  will  now  bring  in 
legislation  giving  powers  to  the  Boartl  of 
Trade  to  make  compulsory  orders  to 
supply  footbridges  or  subways  when 
necesjsary  ? 

I  The  president  of  the  BOARD 
^W  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) : 
^^fte  Board  of  Trade  do  not  send 
Bfepresentatives  to  attend  inquests  unless 
W  the  coroner  applies  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  assessor  under  Section  8  of 
the  Rcgvdation  nf  Railways  Act,  1871, 
No  anplieatiun  was  made  by  the  Coroner. 
The  Board  of  Trade  ha^c  communicated 
with  the  Midland  Railway  Company  with 
regard  to  the  rider  to  the  veriict  of  the 
Coroner*a  Jury.  1  was  not  aware  of  the 
occurrence  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers  as  having  taken  place  on  the  23rd 
ultimo.     If  necessary  an   inquiry  will  be 
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held  by  one  of  the  Board's  inspectors.  I 
do  not  propose  to  introduce  any  legisla- 
tion on  the  subject, 

'  Mr.  CHAINING:  Do  I  understand 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  aay  that  an 
inquity  will  Ijc  ht4d  into  the  amount  of 
risk  at  this  special  crossing,  or  will  it  l>o 

I  into  the  accident  itself  l 

I  Mk,  RITCHIE  :  Kot  into  the  am<lunt. 
I  That  is  not  necessary,  having  regard  to 
'  the  evidence  given  before  the  coroner's 
inquest.  The  inijuiry  to  which  I  refer  is 
in  respect  of  the  risk  to  which  people  arc 
exposed  from  express  trains^  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  there  is  no  bridge 
over  the  line. 


Mu.  CHANT^ING  :  Will  that  inquiry 
beheld? 

Mr,  RITCHIE:  I  have  told  the  hon. 
Gentleman  it  will  be  held  if  necessary. 
We  arc  in  communication  with  the  rail- 
way company  on  the  subject,  and  I  can- 
not yet  sfty  definitely  one  way  or  the 
other. 

Mr.  CHANNING:  The  right  honr 
Gentleman  has  implied  that  a  coroner 
must  make  application  in  the  specific 
form  set  out  in  section  8  of  the  Act  of 
187L  I  should  like  to  aak  him  whether 
tlie  letter  of  which  I  have  a  copy  here* 
and  which  wsis  sent  to  the  lir^^ard  of 
Trade  by  the  coroner,  explaining  that  ho 
had  specially  a^ijonrned  the  im^uest  of 
five  days  in  order  to  admit  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  l>eing  represented,  is  not 
suflicicnt  for  the  purpose  ? 

Mr,  RITCHH:  :  Certainly  ikjL  Ref*>re  a 
BiDard  of  Trade  Inspector  is  sent  to  an 
inquest,  a  request  to  that  effect  must  be 
made  by  the  coroner.  The  letter  to 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  refers  was  not 
a  request  at  all  U  was  simply  a  state- 
ment that  the  inquest  had  been  adjourned 
so  that,  if  the  Boaid  of  Trade  thought  it 
necessary,  they  cnuhl  sen(i  an  inspector. 
The  Board  of  Trade  did  not  think  it 
necessary.  No  application  wiis  made 
under  the  Act* 


Std  TH    AITITCAN    EKrnsLIC.-THE 
KILLING    OF    MR,    KDUAK. 

Mr.  GRIFFITH  (Anglesey):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  Slate  for 
the  Colonies  whether  an  application  hae 
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been  nmde 
South  African  Republic  for  competisatinn 
to  Mrs.  Edgar,  the  wife  of  Mr,  Edgar, 
who  was  recently  Idlled  by  a  policeman 
at  Johannesburg ;  and,  if  so,  what  reply 
has  been  received  to  such  application  ? 

Mr.  J.  C^ilAMBEULAlN  :  Mrs.  l^:dgar 
has  asked   Her   Majesty's  rrovernment  to 


ETprntfiinrf,  ISI 

with  costs  ;  whether  the  Commissioner 
is  correctly  reported  to  have  stated  that 
the  Inland  Ke venue  Commissioners  ad- 
vised that  all  such  contracts  ought  to  be 
stamped^  and  that,  in  fact,  a  XIO  penmlly 
had  been  exacted  from  several  suiton 
recently  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  it  is 
not   the  custom  to  stamp   such   orders; 

a     ^  TUD  ui  Ji.JXJi::iiij    lvj  iii  i  i%»i*' 

apply  to  the  Government  of  the  South  ^"^^^  whether  he  can  promote  legislation 
African  Republic  for  compensation  to  her  exemptmg  such  orders  irom  stamp  duty  1 
and  her  child  for  the  death  of  her  husband.  The  CHANCELLOR  OF  THE  EX- 
Thc  matter  is  under  consideration.  No'  CHEQUER  (Sir  MiCHAKL  HlCKi*i- 
application  has  been  made.  |  Bkach,   Bristol,  W,):  My  attention  has 

been  called  to  the  case  referred  to.    From 
FHENCH  CLAIMS  ON  CHINA.  i  the    terms  of  the   question    it     mav   he 

*SiR  EDWMiD  8AS800N  (Hythe) :  I  gathered  that  the  plaintiff  produced  the 
I  beg  to  ii^^k  the  Under  Secretary  of  St^ite  I  order  as  evidence  of  a  contract.  That 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he'  is  aware  bemg  so,  it  ought,  on  the  plaintirs  own 
that  the  French  Consul  at  Chungking,  showing,  to  have  been  stamped  as  an 
under  the  guise  of  a  demand  for  compeu'  *' agreement,"  and  under  Section  14  of 
aation  for  losHes  arising  from  mi^sionarv  tbe  Stamp  Act,  1891,  the  Court  could  not 
troubles,  i^^  officially  pressing  for  exclusive  admit  it  as  evidence  of  a  contract,  except 
mining  rights  in  certain  districts  of  on  pjiyment  of  the  Stamp  Duty  and  the 
Sxeehuen  province  on  With  sides  of  the    prescribed  penalty.      As  regards  legisla- 


Yangtze 


nver  ;  and,  whether  it  is  the 
intention  of  Her  Majesty^s  Govenmient 
to  take  any  action  in  the  matter  ? 

nhi,    BRODKICK:     Recent    reports 


non,  none  seems  necessary.  An  orrler, 
fjUii  order,  docs  not  reqiiire  a  stamp  ;  but 
if  the  order  is  given  under  such  circum* 
stancesas  to  constitute  ita  memorandum  of 
an  agreement,  or  is  relied  upon  as  evidence 


received  fr^im  our  Consul  at  Chontrkinfj      r  *      i.  *i,        *         \.t ».    u     ^  i 

II    1     ^  1  .1.  ,^  c       01  'd  contract,  then  it  ought  to  be  stampeu 

a  hide  to   endeavours  on   the   imrt   of  a  '     ^  °  '^ 

t^        r    n        4.  1         ■  I  as  an  aerreement. 

r  reneh    nnn    to    secure  a    kerosme    con-  '  ^ 

cession,    but    make    no   mention    of   any 

application  for  mining  rights.     It  would 

nr't   be   open    to   the  French    to   obtain 

exclusive      rights.      The     Angk^French 

Deelaratiim  of   1S98   provides   that  any 

ad\antages     concedecl    to    either    (Ireat 

Britain  i»r  France  in  Yunnan  and  Szechuen 

shall,   as  far  as  rests  with    them,  be  ex 
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COMMISSION      (»N 
EXPENDITLRE. 


INDIAK 


Sin  MANCHERJEE  ISHOWNAG- 
GREE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E,)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  Stat^ 
,  for  India  whether  he  has  received 
tended  and  rendered  common  to  both  ^tiv  reply  to  the  letter  addressed  by  him 
Powers.  Her  Majesty  HCon.sul  at  Chung-  tj,;the  15th  uh.  to  the  Secretary  of  tho 
king  will  be  asked  to  report  on  the  Kq^^.^I  Commission  on  Indian  Expenditure, 
i|uefltion.  I  regarding     the     long    delay     that    hud 

occurred  in  the  submission  of  ita  Report; 
aud»  if  80,  wiU  he  state  its  contents  to 
the  House  ? 


i 


The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  tor 
INDIA  (Lord  George  Hamilton', 
Midtllesex,  Ealing):  I  have  received  soin^ 
personal  replies  from  individual  mcmbert 


INLAND      IIEVENUE.-  STAMPING     OF 
ADVEKTISEMENT    ORDERS. 

Mr.  HAZELL  (Leicester) :  I  beg  to 
ask  Mr,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  his  attention  hiisbeen  called  to  a 
decision  of  Mr,  Commissioner  Kerr  in 
the    City    of     London    Court,    on    3rd 

Jamiary  last,  in  reference  to  the  stamping  j  of  the  Commission,  but  I  am  not  yet  m 
of  written  orders  for  advertisements  ;  a  position  to  give  the  general  sense  of  th§ 
whether  it  appeared  that  the  Com  mis-  Commissioners.  As  regards  the  dmft 
Bioner  objected  to  such  an  order  being  liejiort,  I  am  informed  that,  of  the  three 
used  as  o\4dencc  l>ei"aiise  it  had  not  been  portions  of  which  it  is  composed,  twohav« 
stamped  with  a  sixpenny  stamp,  being  a  already  been  circulated,  or  are  in  the  act 
'Dntract  above  the  value  of  £5,  and  in  of  being  circulated  for  the  approval  of 
^nset^uence  the  plaintiff  was  non'Suited    the  Commi^ion. 
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Order  of  {2  Junk  1899} 

Ih   there    u&  tbe   day   for 
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Sir  M,  BH0\\^\\G0REE 
any  likelihood  of  the  report  being  issued 
before  the  end  of  the  Session. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON  :  That 
it  a  question  I  cannot  answer. 

INDIAN    SUG:Ul    TR.^BE. 


taking  Scotch  Supply. 
Next  Friday,  i\s  ihay  are  aware,  is 
allocated  to  the   Foreign  Office  Vote, 

Mr.  BOULNOIS  {Marylebone,  R)  : 
When  will  the  Lontlon  Government  Bill 
be  next  taken  ? 

Mr.  BALF^OUR:  I  shall  put  the  London 
Government  Bill  as  the  first  Order  for 
Moiuhiy,  simply  in  order  to  avoid  Monday, 
which  will  be  devoted  to  discussing  in  Cuni- 
mittee  of  Supply  the  Vote  to  Lord  Kit- 
chener, being  counted  m  an  allotted  day 


Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfar):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  he  is  now  in  a  position  to  give  the 

House  the  complete  fii^ures  of  the  exports  ,-      ,     r    i      r.      *  i       r 

and  imports  of  sugar  from  and  into  India  :  '\nder  the  hupp  y  Rule.  But  immediately 
for  the  year  ending  ;nst  March  1891*,  dis^  the  Order  is  called  on  I  shall  postpone  it, 
tinguishing  raw  su^ar  from  refined.  ^'^^^  ^  V^}'?^^''  ^^*  ^^'^^^  '^  f ^^^^d  on  Tues- 

T  ^T^^^nmriT^    TT  4  ^tti  ri^rxxT     mi     ,  dav,  aud  if  uot  OH  luesduy,  I  shall  take 

Lord    GEORdE   HAM  LION  :  The   j^  -  ,^^^  ^^,  Qnler  on  Th^day. 
erports    of    sugar    from     India    m    tee 


year  ending  31st  March  1899  (in- 
cluding re-imported  sugar)  were  as 
foil  o ws  : — RjA w,  2  8  9 ,  G  6  8  c  wts . ;  re fi n  ed, 
208,899  cwts.  The  imfjorts  for  the 
same  period  were  as  follows  :^Raw, 
312J78  cwts.;  refined,  3,764,910  cwts. 


Mr,  J.  MORLEY  (Montrose,  &c  ) :   I 

believe  we  are  right  in  assuming  that  the 

Government,  in  reference  to  the  proposed 

Vote  to  Lord  Kitchener,  does  not  intend 

to  proceed  by  way  of  Bill,  but  by  some 

j  methoil — which  I  confess  I  do  not  ijuite 

myself  understand — by  which  a  Vote  can 

Captaix    SINCLAIR:   I   beg   to   ask  i  t>e   procured   by  a   mere   resolution    in 

the  Secretary  of  Sfciite  fur  India  whether  |  Committee  ? 


be  can  give  particulars  of  the  exports  of 
refined  sugar  from  India  to  Ceylon 
during  tlie  past  few  years ;  and 
whether  the  refinetl  sugar  so  exported  is 
native-refined  or  a  re-ox]>ort  of  foreign- 
refined. 

I^RD  GEORGE  HAMILTON  :  On 
piage  110  of  the  recent  Counter- 
vwling  Duties  Blue  Book  the  hon. 
Member  will  find  two  tables  giving 
details  of  Indian  sugar  exports  to  Ceylon 
f  and  other  countries.  The  tables  dis- 
tinguish lietween  refined  and  unrefined 
sugar.  All  the  sugar  shown  in  the  two 
tables  36  and  37  is  Indian  sugar.  The 
re-exports  of  foreign  refined  sugar  from 
India  to  Ceylon  wore  small,  and  so  were 
not  shown  separately  in  the  Blue-book. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  It  is  hardly  a 
resolution  in  Committee.  It  is  a  Vote  in 
Committee  of  Supply,  The  precedent 
followed  is  that  of  1874,  when  a  sum  of 
money  was  voted  by  this  House  to  Lord 
Wolseley.  The  alternative  method  of 
proceeding  by  Bill,  which  was  adopted  in 
1884,  seems  to  be  more  cumbrous,  and 
might  lead  to  prolonged  and  quite  un- 
necessary discussion,  and  would  not  in 
efi'ect  have  any  diflerent  result  from  a  Vote 
in  Committee  of  Supply.  It  is  necessary 
that  I  should  adopt  this  technical  device 
of  putting  the  London  Government  Bill 
down  first,  otherwise  one  of  the  days 
allocated  to  Supply  would  be  exhausted 
on  this  Vote,  and  that  would,  I  think,  be 
a  misuse  of  the  rule. 

Mr,  .1.  ;M0RLEY  :  It  does  not  come  up 
in  the  I'^lstimates  in  any  other  fonu '? 

Mr,  a,  J,  BALFOUR :  It  is  an  Esti- 
mate :  it  will  be  passed  in  Committee  of 
Supply,  and  there  will  be  a  Report  stage, 

Mr,    DILLON    (Mayo,   E.) :     Am    I 

correct  in  saying  that  the  Government 

Mr.  a,  J.  BALFOUR :  Perhaps  it  will  ;  stated,  at  an  early  period  of  this  Session, 

be   convenient  for  hon.  Gentlemen  repre-  I  that  this  Vote  would  be  granted  hy  way 

eenting  Scotland  to  fix  this  day  fortnight  ,  of  Bill  1 


OIIDER  OF  BUSINESS, 


SAPTAIN   SINCLAIR :    I  beg  to  ask 
First    Lord   of  the   Treasury   when 
he  proposes  tu  take  Sc^jtch  F^timates,  and, 
B  iti  particular,  the  Scotch  Education  vote  1 
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Supply 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  No;  I    think    in  course  of  payment  ilurinff  the  year  ending 

on  the  31st  day  of  Marcli,  1900,  for  the 
salaries  and  expenses  of  the  Local  Grovemment 
Board." 


not.     I   have   always   contemplated  this 
procedure. 

Sir  W.  LAWSON  (Cumberland, 
Cockermouth) :  Will  it  be  possible  for  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  make  his  state- 
ment on  behalf  of  this  grant  in  Com- 
mittee ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:   Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  J.  REDMOND  (Waterford) :  I 
wish  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  any  arrangement  has  been  come  to 
as  to  the  time  for  taking  the  Irish  estimates. 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  week  after  next  some 
important  Irish  business  will  be  before  the 
House,  which  will  necessitate  a  large 
attendance  of  Irish  members,  and  if  the 
Irish  estimates  can  be  taken  at  the  same 
time  it  w^ould  be  a  very  great  con- 
venience. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  date  to 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  refers  has 
already  been  allocated  to  Scotland.  I 
will,  however,  intpiire  whether  any 
arrangement  can  be  arrived  at  which  will 
])e  agreeable  to  both  parties.  I  shall  be 
very  glad  to  meet  the  general  views. 

Captain  PRETYMAN  (Suffolk, 
AA'oodbridge) :  What  will  be  the  first 
Order  on  Tuesday  ? 

Mr.  a.  .1.  BALFOUR :  The  first  Order 
on  Tuesday  will  be  the  Finance  Bill. 

Mr.  DRAGE  (Derby) :  When  will  the 
Small  Houses  Bill  be  taken  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  cannot  give 
any  foreciist  fit  present.  It  will  depend 
on  the  progress  made  with  the  London 
Government  Bill. 


SU1TLV[12th  Allotted  Day]. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Civil  Services  and  Kevenue  Depart- 
ments Estimates,  1899-1900. 

Class  II. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  a  sum,  not  excee(lin«;  £132,732,  he 
{Hinted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  Huni 
neces.siiry  to  defray  thecharj^e  which  will  come 


*Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 

S.W.) :  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the 
administrative  action  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  regard  to  vaccina- 
tion, r.  do  not  intend  to  dwell  upon  the 
violent  and  unconstitutional  language  that 
has  been  made  use  of  to  applicants  for 
exemption  certificates,  whose  only  offence 
is  that  they  have  desired  to  exercise  the 
right  which  the  High  Court  of  Parliament 
has  granted  to  them,  beyond  to  say  that 
it  is  noteworthy  that  language  of  that  kind 
has  not  been  indulged  in  since  the  session 
began.  The  gravamen  of  my  complaint 
against  the  Local  Government  Board 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  this; 
that  he  has  by  his  action  encouraged 
vaccination  officers  to  flout  their  em- 
ployers and  paymasters,  the  boards  of 
guardians.  There  has  been,  as  I  shall 
show,  a  distinct  change  in  the  relations 
between     boards      of      guardians      and 

i  vaccination  officers  —  a  change  entirely 
due  to  the  action  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. Prior  to  the  recent  action  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  relations 
between  them  M-ere  governed  by  a  general 
order,  dated  October,  1874,  which 
prescribed  that  the  guardians  should  in 
cases  of  default  of  vaccination  cause  pro- 
ceedings to  be  taken,  and  for  that  pm^ 
pose  should  give  directions  authorisinE 
the  vaccination  officers  to  institute  and 
conduct  them.  There  was  no  doubt  as 
to  the  construction  to  be  put  on  the 
terms  of  that  order ;  the  guardians 
might  either  give  special  directions 
in  each  individual  case,  or  such 
general  directions  as  would  enable  the 
officer  to  initiate  the  proceedings  with- 
out first  referring  to  them.  Thus, 
while  it  was  within  the  competency  of 
boards  of  guardians  if  they  chose  to  give 
general  directions,  yet,  in  the  absence  of 
such  directions,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
ofticer  to  lay  each  individual  case  before 
the  guardians,  and  take  their  directions 
upon  it.  That  order  was  acted  upon  for 
a  quarter  of  a  century— until  the  right 

,  hon.  (Jentleman  came  upon  the  scene. 
Now  let  me  call  attention  to  the  terms  of 
the  order  for  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman is  responsible.  It  is  dated  the 
18th  October  last,  and  provides  that  at 
the  end  of  seven  days  after  the  expiration 
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of  six  months  from  tlio  Inrth  of  the 
child  the  vaccination  officer  shall  give  to 
the  piiront  notice  to  vaccinate  the  child,  and  i 
if  that  notice  is  not  rliily  complied  with 
it  will  l>eeoine  the  duty  of  the  vaceiiiation 
officer  to  take  proceedings  under  the  Act 
of  1871  for  the  enforcement  of  the  \d\\\ 
This  new  order,  it  will  lie  suen,  gives  the 
Ko*hy  entirely  to  the  hoard  of  guardians  : 
It  says  the  duty  shall  he  independently 
oxeixMscd  hy  the  vaccination  officer  under  ■ 
the  Vaccination  Act.  1871,  althougli  the! 
order  of  1874,  which  gave  the  control  to  ! 
the  gmii-dians  was  issued  three  year8  after 
the  A»:!l  of  1871  became  law.  Now,  the 
contention  that  the  vaccination  officer  ia 
independent  of  the  Umvd  of  guardians  in 
these  pnxccdings  is  an  entirely  new  con- 
tention. It  has  originated  with  the  right 
him.  Gentleman,  arul  for  25  years  hcfore 
his  intervention  the  Liieal  Government 
Boai-d  interpreted  the  law  in  an  opposite 
sensd  and  declared  that  the  vaccination 
officers   should    look    to    the    Iw^ard    of 

fuartiians  for  instructions  to  prosecute,  i 
refer  to  the  Kcighley  case  in  1875.     It  ' 
is  inconceivable   that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment   Board    should    have     taken     the 
extreme   step  of  sending  the    Kcighley 
Boartl  of  (ruartlians  to  prison  if  there  had 
then  prevailed  at  the  Local  Government 
B^wim   the   contention    the    Board    now 
makes,    that   the  vaccination  officer  can 
take  proceedings  altogether  independent 
I  of  the  board  of  guanlians.     One  of   these 
authorities  is  so  recent  that    I  quot^  it 
because  of  the  significancy  of  the  date. 
I   refer   to  what  is  called   the   Reading 
I  letter,  indited  by  the  Local  Government 
jBo^ird  in  January,  1S9K     At  that  time  a 
J  vaccination   officer   wrote   to   the    L*»eal 
[Cioveniment   Board  asking  if   he   should 
Iproscoiti*  defaulting  parents  in  spite  of 
[the  directions  of  the  board  of  gnarrlians 
[to  the  contrary.     The  reply  was  that  he 
vmas   to   obey   the    briard    of  guardiafis. 
[The  date   of   that    letter  is    significant, 
lljccnuse  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  in 
[^xplanition  of  the  change  of  policy,  that 
|he  relies  on  the  decision  of  the  Queen's 
eneh  in  the  case  of  Bramlile  and  Lowe. 
Kow  that  case  was  decided  in   1897,  and 
|aix    months    after    we  have    the    Local 
Government   Board  giving  the  same  in- 
Itnictions   which    haJd    been    given    for 
|55  years,  viz.,  that  the  vaccination  officer 
must  obey  the  Itoanl  of  guardians.     Let 
lie  i^ay  a  word  in  regard  to  the   Bramhle 
and  Lowe  case.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
'entirely    misundyrstoofb    <'t  at  all 
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events  misstated,  the  effect  of  the  decision 
of  the  (,}ueon  s  Bench  Division.  B  ram  well 
and  Lowe  is  no  authority  for  the  proposi- 
tion that  the  vaceijjation  officer  can 
prosecute  without  the  sanction  of  the 
lioard  of  guardians.  In  Bramble  and 
Lowe  the  guardians  had  given  the 
vaccination  officer  concerned  a  general 
authority  to  institute  and  conduct  pro- 
ceedings against  all  persons  in  default 
under  the  Vaccination  Acts,  If  they  gave 
this  geiiend  authority  to  prosecute  all 
persons,  that  was  equivalent  to  giving 
authority  to  prosecute  in  every  individual 
case  ;  and  therefore  they  were  only  carry- 
ing out  the  old  instructions  under  the 
Act  of  1H74,  that  the  guardians,  if  they 
choose,  might  give  a  general  authority  to 
their  officers.  So  that  the  Bramlile  and 
Lowe  case  d(jes  not  help  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  This  f[uestion  as  to  the 
relations  between  the  vaccination  oificcr 
and  his  guardians  was  raised  last  year  in 
the  discussion  on  the  Vaccination  Bill. 
I  I,  myself,  raisctl  it,  I  had  upon  the 
'  Paper  a  clause  which  would  have  made 
the  matter  perfectly  clear.  The  clause 
was  as  follows  : — 

*'NotwithHtaTKlin),'  anything'  ciintaint*cl  in 
the  VaetiimtiDn  Actn,  no  |iareiit  or  other 
perj^on  having  the  t'U study  ot  tt  vhiUl  s^ball  be 
l»ros<?iiit€<i  (or  np«*:lii<:tmg  or  refuhiii^  to 
vaccinate  **ueh  uliihl  imlesn  ami  uiilil  the 
sanction  of  i!ie  ^^aartlians  hua  Iwen  obtained 
for  »ueb  [>rcHec-iition." 

I  proposed  that  clause,  but  withdrew  it  in 
consequence  of  the  pledge  which  was 
given  Ipy  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite.  I  will  remind  the  conunittee 
what  that  pledge  was.  1  quote  from 
ilansar*!.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said — 

**  I  atu  very  sorry  tliat  the  hon.  Metjiiier 
thmi*;lu  it  neceKaary  to  move  this  clause/* 

Then  he  refers  to  something  which  he 
had  siud  before,  and  he  adds — 

"  What  \  stjited  then  wa*  alto^'ether  out  of 
tlatp  after  what  I  stated  tbi>*  afternoon.  Since 
tlie  debati*  uf  Iftwi  night  1  have  qiiit^o  rcjcuu- 
nicUMl  tbo  fact  thai  the  atlitiinistrntion  of  a 
coiiqiulw^ry  vaccination  law  wiiuld  lie  neither 
neceiisiir^^  nor  desirable." 

That  seems  tolerably  clear  in  itself,  hnX  if 
anything  were  required  to  clinch  the 
matter  it  was  supplied  by  the  sj>eeches 
following  the  declaration  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  For  instance,  my 
hon.  friend;  the  Member  for  Hhoreditch^ 


mppfff 
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^m 
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who  immediately  followed,  thought  that 
the  declaration  raa<le  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  siiilficiently  met  the  case,  and 
he  suggested  that  the  amendment  should 
be  withdrawn.  Thereupon  foil  owed  my 
hon.  friend  the  member  for  Northampton, 
who  wtxs  not  altogether  satisfied,  and 
pointed  out,  as  was  indeed  perfectly  true, 
that  although,  as  we  understood,  the 
pledge  would  bind  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man personally,  it  would  not  bind  his 
successors.      The      hon,      member      for 


lis  '*  controversial  fireworks,'*  and  as  publi- 
cations "more  likely  to  defeat  than  to 
promote  the  object  the  society  have  m, 
view,"  Well,  I  certainly  do  not  object 
the  circulation  of  the  pamphlets  of  the 
Jenner  Society  on  the  ground  that  tbej, 
are  likeh'  to  injure  the  caiise  of  anti 
vaccination  j  but  I  do  object  to  the  circu* 
lalion  at  the  public  expense  of  thesA 
worthless  and  misleading  publications.  I 
say  it  is  not  the  business  of  a  publie 
Department    to    boom    a    private    asso* 


Northampton    said    at    the  close  of  his  I  ciation  and   to   circulate  its  publicatioat 
speech  — 

"  We  have  pot  what  we  want,  but  at    the 

lime  time  I  think  that   if    this  claiii^e   were 

Rrrie<l  it  would  a  imply  enil>t)<ly  in  the  IJill  the 
ploili^e  which  the  liglit  hon.  'Gentlenmn  has 
given  us/' 


Then    the 
said^ 


hon.   menilter  for    Caithness 


*'  We  have  got  tlie  plLtlgo  of  the  Presiilent 


at  the  public  cost.  It  is  inost  obj^ 
tionable  and  may  easil}^  dogenenilt 
into  a  great  public  scandal.  Thii 
question  was  discussed  when  the  Vacci- 
nation l^ill  was  before  the  House  iMSt 
year.  There  was  a  clause  in  that  Bill  to 
the  eflect  that  any  Local  authority  mgh\ 
incur  expense  in  diffusing  information  aa 
to  the  advantages  of  vaccination,  but  the 


»»o  uoiv  D    S"'^     i.ni'L-    I  •  I  Kill;  I.-  vt      mtK!  s  ivaiMdiHt  *       1        •  1  *  1 

of  the  Local  timermiient  JJoard  that  he  will  '  overwhelming     preponderance      of     the 

opinion  of  the  House  was  against  public 
t!xpenditure  lieing  incurred  for  any  such 
purpose.  A  Division  was  taken  upoa 
that,  and  the  clause  was  defeated  by  1*70 
to  49.  In  these  circumstances  I  have 
called  attention  to  these  matters,  and  in 
Older  to  do  so  eftectively  I  have  moved 
the  reduction  of  the  salary  of  the  right 
hoiL  (rentleman.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
present  condition  of  things  is  intolerable; 


nut  do  Rnyihing  to  interfere  wiLh  the  rehukms 
betwLreii  the  vaccinaiiun  ollicers  and  the 
♦mardians  — that  he  will  not  put  it  into 
force," 

These  sUitements  sufficiently  show  how 
the  House  understood  the  pledge  of 
the  right  hon.  Uentleman.  The  right 
hon.  (gentleman  was  present  ;  he  accepted 
the  inteipretation  which  we  all  on  this 
side  of  the  House  put  upon  his  declara- 


tion,   and    therefore    I 


thought 


I    was    that  Boards  of  Guardians  should  be  corn- 


justified  in  withdrawing  my  amendment, 
and  I  did  withdraw  it.  There  can  he  no 
doubt  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
misled    the    House    of   Commons,    unin- 


pel  led  to  appoint  and  to  pay  a  vaccination 
officer  who,  the  moment  he  is  appointed,  can 
flout  his  employers*  That  appem*5  to  mti 
to  be  reducing  local  self-government  to 


tcntionally  of  course.     But  the  invariable  i  an  absurdity.     TIiltc  are  other  incidentAl 

disadvantages  attaching   to   the    present 


practice  of  the  House  has  been  that  in  a 
ses  where  a  xMini.ster  of  the  Crown 
lias  misled  the  House  of  Commons,  how- 
ever unintentionally,  the  Minister  of  the 
Crown  should  be  held  to  be  bound  by  the 
pledge  in  the  sense  in  which  the  House 
understood  it,  and  on  which  the  House 
acted,  l^efore  I  piss  from  this  point  I 
desire  to  refer  to  another  matter  not 
so  important,  but  still  sufficiently 
important  That  is  the  question  of 
the  circulation  of  pro  -  vaccination 
papers  by  the  Boards  of  Guardians. 
Quite  recently  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 


condition  of  things.  As  the  \accination 
officers  are  paid  by  fees,  they  have  a  dirvci 
pecuniary  interest  in  promoting  pros«rH!U- 
tions.  That  is  most  undesirable,  and  w 
really  returning  to  the  old  system  of 
common  informers,  only  under  more 
aggravated  circumstances.  Another  in- 
citlental  disadvantage  is  the  strained 
relations   that  are   created    between   the 

fuarilians  and  the  vaccination  otficew. 
he  former  refuse  legal  assistance  to  the 
latter,  fuid  the  consequence  is  that  t!b§ 
vaccination   othcers  rush   into   court   Uft- 


has  informed  the  Boards  of  (niardians  that  I  prepared,  their  summonses  are  dismissed* 
they  are  entitled  to  circulate  at  the  public  \  and  an  easy  popular  triumph  is  achievwi 
expense  pamphlets  issued  by  the  Jenner  i  by  the  class  of  ptT«<ons  whom  boo- 
Society.  What  is  the  Jenner  Society  ?  gentlemen  opposite  denounce  and  whom 
It  is  an  association  whose  publications  they  desire  to  discourage.  It  i» 
have  been  recently  described  by  no  [  impossible  to  exaggerate  the  extreme 
mean  authority  —  Lord  Grimthori^e —  inconvenience  arising  from  the  predeulj 
Mi\  J*kktrs(jUl, 


193 


(2  June  1899}        (CiPtl  S^^rmrr  Estwmfe^y        194 


condition  of  things,  which  is  entirely  due 
to  the  action  of  the  right  hon.  Gentloman. 
It  i§  not  due  to  any  change  in  the  law, 
but  is  simply  the  result  of  Departmental 
action  for  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  responsible.  It  is  that  action  of 
which  I  now  complain.  I  beg,  therefore, 
to  move  the  reduction  of  the  vote. 

Motion  made,  and  Quostiou  propo&od — 

**  That  Item  A  (Salaries)  he  rediu^ed  hy 
£100,  in  re*<pect  of  the  Salary  of  the  l*re!*idt«Dt 
of    the    Lopiil    Government    IJoard,"—  (3fr. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mk  Chaplin, 

Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  As  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  thought  fit  to  charge  me 
with  having  misled  Parliament,  1  think, 
perhaps,  it  is  right  that  I  should  reply 
to  the  statement  that  he  has  made  with- 
out delay.  In  the  first  place,  I  would 
refer  to  one  of  the  small  points  that  ho  has 
raised*  in  order  to  cle^r  that  out  of  the 
way.  The  hon.  Member  complains  that 
the  Local  Government  Board  sanctioned 
expenditure  for  the  circulation  of  litera- 
ture in  order  to  proraote  vaccination 
throughout  the  country,  and  that,  he 
s&ya,  is  a  mast  improper  practice,  and  aa 
entirely  new  one. 

♦Ma,  PICKERSGILL  •  I  did  not  say  it 
was  entirely  new. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  Then  I  fail  to  see 
exactly  what  point  there  is  in  the  hon. 
Members  remark.  It  has  been  the 
practice  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  the  last  20  years  or  more  to  give  a 
sanction  of  this  kind.  The  sanction  is 
given  under  Section  28  of  the  Vaccina- 
tion Act  of  1867,  and  ag  I  believe  that 
the  effect  of  this  practice  has  been  to 
promote  vaccination,  and  not,  as  the  hon. 
member  says,  to  inttirfere  with  it,  I  see 
no  reason  whatever  to  alter  the  practice 
in  this  respect.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
proceeded  at  great  length  and  in  much 
detail  to  give  to  the  House  his  version  of 
the  history  of  the  pros  ec  tit  ions  connected 
with  the  present  position  of  vaccination 
officers  in  regard  to  the  various  boards  of 
fjimrdians.  The  gravamen  of  hia  com- 
plaint against  me  is  that  I  have  done  all 
I  c4vn  to  leach  the  vaccination  officers  to 
rtout  the  guardians.  He  says  that,  under 
the  order  of  LSOT,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
vaccination  officers  to  take  their  instruo- 
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tions  from  the  guardians,  and  for  25 
years  that  was  the  invariable  practice 
until  I  came  on  the  scone  and  intervened. 
And  why  did  I  intervene,  or,  rather,  why 
did  someone  else  intervene  ?  A  case 
was  tried.  The  hon.  Meml>er  will  have 
his  opinion,  and  he  will  allow  me  to  have 
mine.  He  will  allow  me  also  to  remind  him, 
iis  I  have  told  him  repeatedly  in  the  House 
before,  that  that  opirdon  is  supported  by 
that  of  the  law  officers  of  two  diflferent 
Governments,  It  was  the  Law  Courts 
which  intorvtmcd  in  1897,  and  the  judg- 
ment was  that  the  power  of  the  officers 
to  institute  proceedings  was  giYen  by  Act 
of  Parliament,  and  that  they  did  not 
require  any  special  directions.  Now 
comes  the  question  of  the  amendment 
which  the  hon.  Member  alleges  was  with- 
drawn by  him  upon  a  specific  pledge  by 
myself. 

*Mr.  PICKERSGILL :  Certainly. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  I  recollect  perfectly 
well  what  happened  upon  that  occasion. 
Qu  the  19th  of  July  the  Government 
made  a  concession  with  regard  to  the 
case  of  conscientious  objectors  which 
everybody  will  perfectly  recollect,  and  on 
the  following  day  (Wednesday)  the  hon. 
Member  moved  his  amendment.  On  that 
day,  al^o,  I  made  a  statement  explaining 
the  grounds  uprjn  which  I  consented  to 
the  concession  which  the  Government 
had  made,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  remember, 
if  was  received  by  gentlemen  on  that  side 
of  the  House  with  a  general  chorus  of 
approval,  and  far  too  flattering  things  were 
said  with  regard  to  the  attitude  taken  by 
me  on  that  occasion.  During  the  interval 
for  lunch,  exactly  the  same  thing  happened 
in  the  lobby.  Hon.  Gentleman  after 
hon.  Gentleman  came  up  to  me  and  con- 
gratulated me  upon  the  position  wo  had 
taken,  expressing  themselves  perfectly 
satisfied.  But  that  was  not  all.  The 
Paper  was  still  crowded  with  amendmenta, 
and  they  intimated  their  intention  to 
take  them  ofi*  forthwith.  There  was  one 
exception,  and  that  was  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bethnal  Green. 

♦Mr.  PICKERSGILL  :  That  is  not  so. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  I  do  not  think  there 
was  an  amendment  of  the  smallest  im* 
portancc  moved,  and  I  do  not  think  there 
was  one  pressed  to  a  Division. 
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Mr,  CHAPLIN:  I  very  well  re^ 
member  what  happeiiecL  The  hoo. 
Member  for  the  Harburough  Division, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Shoreditch,  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  Leicester  addressed 
to  me  some  kindly  observations,  and 
said,  ^*  We  will  do  all  we  can 
to  get  the  hon.  Member  for  Bethnal 
Green  to  withdraw  his  amendment," 
and  when  we  came  back  from  luncheon 
there   was   a  ^ood  deal  of   cotnersation 

f>ing  on  upon  the  opposite  benches,  and 
presume   they  were  trying  to  persuade 
the   hon.   Member  that  the    amendment ' 
was  altogether  unnecessary.    Apparently,  I 
however,  it   was  without  cftbct,  because 
when   wc   resumed  our   sitting  the  hon. 
Member  moved   his  amendment,  and  as 
soon  as  his  amendment  was  moved  I  got  , 
up   and  replied    declining  altogether   to  | 
accept    it.      I    had     ah-eady     explained 
either  that  morning  or  the  night  before  ' 
to  the  hon.  Member  what  was  the  law  on 
the  subject,  and  as  1  have  been  challenged 
I  think  it  is  only  fair  that   I  shonhl  take  i 
the   lil>erty  of   reminding   the    House  of 
what  was  stated  on  the  subject  between 
the  hon.  Member  atjd  myself.     Speaking 
of  myself,   the  hon.    Member  made  this 
obaervation — 

'*  He  now  says  notimder  thi»  Bill,  and  that 
i»  jtiHt  the  point.  It  lh  not  under  the  pow«ra 
pTen  by  thiJ*  Bill.  U  ia  under  the  {.lowers  of 
the  Aot  of  iy74  ;  where  the  gtmrdians  did  not 
}iFosecate  to  his  i^atiiif&etion  he  intended  to 
aiithume  the  vaccination  otficerR  to  initiate 
prosecutionet  not  only  on  the  autliority  of 
their  employers,  the  guard ians^  but  in  the 
face  of  their  distinct  re&otutiouB  to  the  con* 
tmry/' 

That  was  the  charge  made  against  me 
by  the  hon.  Member.     1  replied  : 

•*1  do  not  think  my  hon.  friend  could  have 
been  in  the  Connnittee  wlieu  i  made  my  reply 
to  that  pioint.  1  pointed  out  to  t\w  » 'oinniittee 
that  the  power  a::d  duty  of  the  vaccination 
offieef!*  were  imjiosed  u|>on  them  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  not  by  reifulations,  and  that 
it  was  under  the  Act  of  Parliament  that  they 
would  have  i©  perform  their  duty." 

WeU,  then  he  made  a  further  observa- 
tion, in  which  I  think  he  was  equally 
incorrect,  arid  I  proceeded— 

**  The  hon.  Gentleman  is  entirely  mistaken  ; 
the  case  has  been  .*.uhniitte«l  to  law  officers  of 
two  diffiirtint  tiovernrutnitj^,  and  it  ha^  aUo 
been  tried  in  the  I'onrt  of  Qutien's  liench*  and 
It  WttB  tlier*  decided  tliat  the  jKJwer  and  duty 


of  the  vaccination  officers  to  institute  pn»e- 
cations  was  given  under  an  Act  of  Parliajnent 
without  any  iuittructiona  whatever/' 

Well,  that  was  my  interpretation  of 
the  law,  which  I  believe  to  have  been 
absolntely  correct,  and  having  given  that 
version  uf  the  law  I  declined  to  accept 
th^  amendment  of  the  hon.  Member,  as 
he  knows  perfectly  well  After  that  the 
hon.  Member  withdrew  ]m  amendmentw 
Now  he  comes  forward  and  says  he 
withdrew  his  amendment  on  an  assurance 
given  by  me.  Sir,  I  absolntely  deny  that 
I  gave  any  assurance  whatever  ol  an? 
sort  or  kind  upon  the  subject.  VThy 
should  I  have  done  so  t  I  did  not  care 
twopence  whether  he  withdrew  hii 
amendment  or  not.  1  believe  I  am 
speaking  the  truth  wlien  I  say  that  be 
was  urged  before  the  debate  began  by 
many  of  his  own  fjiends,  or  by  some  of 
his  own  friende    to  withdraw  it. 

*Mr.  PICKEHSGILL:  lam  sorry  to 

interrupt  the  right  hon*  Gentleman,  bnt 
his  constant  st-uements  of  what  occurred 
between  myself  and  my  friends  are  the 
reverse  of  the  facts.  Many  of  my  hon. 
friends,  conspicnonslv  the  hon.  Meml>er 
[  for  Northampton,  strongly  objected  ta 
i  ray  withdrawing  the  amendment,  and 
were  really  very  angry  with  me  because 
I  did  withdraw  it. 

'      Mil.  CHAPLIN:    It   is    a    matter   of 

'  perfect  indifTerenco  to  me  whether 
the  hon.  Member  withdrew  the  amend- 
ment  or  not,  for  it  is  perfectly 
certain  that  he  won  hi  have  been  defeated 

I  by  an  enorinuu!*  majority.  In  the  second 
place,  1  want  to  point  ont  that  I  cannot 
have  given  the  assurance  which  he  «isp- 
po8e&  I  gave,  because  any  interference  on 
my  part  with  the  pnx'eedings  of  the 
vaccination  officers  as  regards  prosectl* 
tiona  would  have  been  entirely  superfiuoua 
and  ineffectual.  The  hon.  Member  aavi 
that  he  relies  on  my  speech  on  the 
point.  The  answer  to  that  is  very  simple 
and  very  complete.  I  was  shown  an  ex- 
tract from  a  paper  a  day  or  two  ago,  io 
which  it  was  stated  that  the  report  of 
the  speech  cannot  have  been  inaccur&te 
l>ecau8e  it  was  corrected  by  myself. 
On  that  point  I  must  say  that  the  apeech 
was  never  corrected.  It  was  wholly  in- 
accurate from  beginning  to  end.  It  so 
hapjHmed  during  those  debates  I  had 
such  complaints  to  make  uf  the  persistent 

I  inaccm*acy  of  the  reports  that  I  desired 
my  secretary   to  communicate   with  %h 
responsible  authority  on  the  stibjeol. 
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believe  every  one  of  my  speeches,  or 
nearly  every  one,  was  marked  with  an 
asterisk,  indicating  that  I  had  corrected 
it.  I  corrected  one  speech,  and  only  one, 
and  that  was  the  spoeeh  after  the  conces- 
sion had  lioen  made  witli  regard  to  the 
conscientioys  objector.  Not  only  that,  but 
I  have  a  letter  of  apology  from  the  respon- 
sible authority  expressing  his  great  regret 
that  the  speoeh  whicli  has  been  referred  to 
by  the  fioiL  Member  was  marked  with  an 
asterisk.  It  was  never  corrected  at  all, 
although  it  appears  in  the  volume  of 
HuitK^tnl  an  if  it  were  What  did  I  say 
upon  that  occasion  ?  I  cannot  now  give 
the  exact  words,  but  the  effect  was  that 
after  the  ^ory  great  concession  made  by 
the  Ciovernment  on  the  question,  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  appeared  tome 
to  be  altogether  out  nf  date,  and  that  in  my 
opinion  the  amendment  wa>5,  in  view  of 
the  conceBsion,  uncalled  for  and  un- 
necessary, and  on  that  e^round  I  declined 
to  accept  it.  In  fact,  that  concession,  in 
my  yIgw^  and  certainly  in  the  view  of  nine 
MemlMsrs  out  of  ten  on  that  side  of  the 
House,  was  everything  that  was  necessary. 
That  was  shown  by  the  speech  made  by 
another  very  ardent  anti-vaceinationist,  if 
he  will  forgive  me  for  calling  him  so,  the 
hon.  Member  for  North  am  ptoi»,  who  the 
same  afternoon  expressed  bis  appreciation 
of  the  speech  of  the  President  of  the 
Local  (rovcrnment  Board.  lie  nrged 
that  we  should  not  go  on  splitting  hairs 
on  this  matter,  but  that  the  declaration 
of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  that 
there  should  be  no  going  behind  a  man's 
conscientious  objection  should  be  carried 
out.  That  was  oWdently  the  expres- 
sion of  the  genera]  feeling  on  that 
side  of  the  House  on  that  afternoon. 
This  is  the  very  simple  explanation 
of  what  occurred,  and  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  I  think  the  hon,  .Member  has  very 
greatly  distorted  it,  unintentionallj^,  I  am 
quit^  sure.  With  all  respect,  I  contend 
that  it  would  ha%e  been  quite  impossible 
for  any  Minister  in  charge  of  a  Bill  to  be 
more  open  in  connection  with  this  par- 
ticular branch  of  the  question  than  I  was 
during  the  whole  of  those  debates.  There 
waa  no  obligation  on  my  part  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  to  tell  the 
House  what  I  had  in  my  mind  with  ro- 
gani  to  the  future  on  this  particular 
subject,  f  saw  an  observation  in  the 
F*ress  that  I  blurted  it  out  by  mistake, 
and  that  I  made  a  great  blunder  in  doing 
flo.     As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  did  it  in  ten* 
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tionally  in  order  that  the  House  should 
be  aware  what  I  had  in  my  mind  on 
this  particular  subject.  Having  made 
this  statement  tu  the  House,  and 
having  warned  them  what  was  before 
them,  I  had  a  majority  of  over  10 
to  1  in  favour  of  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill.  It  is  certainly  not  my  fault 
that  any  misunderstanding  has  occurred. 
It  is  the  fault  of  the  hon.  Member  him- 
self and  thuse  who  agree  with  him  if  they 
did  not  understand  the  position.  Then, 
passing  from  that  subject,  the  hon. 
Member  complains  that  it  is  to  the  direct 
interest  of  the  vaccination  officers  under 
the  present  system  to  make  Jis  many 
vaccinations  a.s  they  can.  That  may 
appear  intolerant  to  the  hon.  Member  and 
others  who  are  anxious  to  do  everything 
in  their  power  to  prevent  vaccination. 
But  to  us  it  is  the  reverse  of  intolerance, 
and  one  of  its  grejit  advantages  is  that  it 
hiws  the  eflect  of  promoting  vaecination. 
I  am  thankful  to  bclieve^and  it  is 
a  matter  of  great  congratulation, 
although  it  may  be  very  distastefid  to 
some  hon.  (jJentlemen  opposite — that 
under  the  Act  of  last  year  vaccination  is 
growing  more  steadily  and  to  a  greater 
extent  than  for  many  years  past.  We 
look  upon  it,  of  course,  from  totally 
opposite  points  of  view.  I  desire  to  do 
everything  in  my  power  to  promote 
vaccination  ;  the  hon.  Member  and  some 
of  his  friends  desire  to  do  everything  in 
their  power  to  prevent  it.  That  is  the 
real  issue  between  us,  and  that  is  the 
source  of  the  complaint  made  against  nie. 
With  regard  to  the  particular  charge  of 
the  hon.  Member,  nothing  could  have 
been  more  open  than  my  attitude  on  the 
subject.  I  should  think  it  would  have 
been  one  of  the  greatest  mistakes  I  ever 
made  in  my  life  if  I  did  not  refuse  to 
accept  the  amendment  moved  by  the  hon. 
Momlier  on  the  occasion  to  wiiich  he  has 
referred. 


♦Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E,): 
I  do  not  think  I  need  ofier  any  apology 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  inter- 
vening m  this  debate  in  support  of  the 
reduction  moved  by  my  hon.  friend. 
There  are  some  points  in  the  reply  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  which  we  mustaceept 
absolutely,  but  at  the  same  time  there 
are  other  points  w hich  I  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  not  quarrel  with  me 
if  I  deal  with  at  the  present  moment,  I 
shouhl  like  to  say  a  word  with  regard  to 
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iloouleil  acainst  this  course  on  the  Report 
Mtu^^  of  the  Vrtcciimtion  Bill,  itwasthere- 


tho  point  i^ised  by  my  hon.  friend 
a;^  to  tho  authorisation  to  l>oards  of 
guarvlians  to  vlistribute  the  literature  of 
the  Jennor  Society.  I  think  the  right 
hon,  (uMitleman  quite  misapprehended 
the  [K>int  made  by  my  hon.  friend,  which 
WHH  that  the  House  of  Commons  having 

iileil  aca 

;t^  of  t  ne 
fort»    imi)roper    on     tho     part     of    the 
lii>oal    (<ovornnient    Board    to   authorise 
a  roiu'HO  which  the  House  of  Commons 
luul  condennunl.      With   regard   to   the 
niaiu  iiuostion,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  ' 
to   follow    the    right    hon.    Gentleman's 
iiuotations,  1  think   they  are  taken  from 
tlio   priH'Oiling  day's  dobiUe.      He    dealt 
rnthor  lightly  with  tho  priK^etHlings  of  the 
ihxy  on  which  my  hon,  friend's   amend- ! 
nu^nt  was  moved,     1    can  confirm   most 
fully  my  hon,  friend  s  statement  regarding 
the  iniprossion  pinnluccil  by  the  speech  of 
tho   riglu    hon,  (icntlcman  upon  myself, 
upon   my   hon,   friend    tho    ^lember    for  | 
SnorotlitVh   who  followed  him,  and  upon  ! 
other  .Mend»ers  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
>i/..,  that    he  frankly  recognised  what  I 
tliink    he  might  to  tmve  taken  from  the  ^ 
lioyal  (Nuiimission,  that  in  future  vacci- ; 
nutiiui  was   to  ho  a  voluntary  and  not  a  | 
eohipulsory       procetnling.        The      right  j 
lion.     Oentleman     has    not    denied    the! 
partii'ular    wonls     which     seem    to    me 
to    have    nnuhuHHi     of   course   I    accept 
hill  (liHelaimcr    -the  impression  that  he 
had  ao((uieHcutl  in  tho  view  that  vaccina- 
tion   waa    to     bo     voluntary,    and    not ' 
oompidiiory.  i 

Mit.  (UlArLlN:  It  is  now.  j 

I 

♦Mu,  (MIANNINO:  Not  in  the  sense  ! 
ociht  em  plated  by  tho  amendment  of  my  | 
hon.  friend,  which  was  that  there  should 
lie  hual  option,  and  that  the  local authori- 
tien  Mhould  retain  the  discretion  left  in 
tlieir  hands  for  *J5  years  with  regard  to 
these  proriocutions. 

Mh.  CHAI'LIN  :  I  declined,  at  the 
etnnmencement  of  my  speech,  to  accept 
the  amendment. 

♦Mit.  CHANNINGiThe  governing 
antl  decisive  words  to  which  1  wish  to 
refer  are  as  follows — 

"Siiu'o  tho  <lelMite  of  hist  ni^ht,  I  have  qiiit« 
rtHHiijuiMiMl  tlui  fact  that  a  coiiipulHory  adnunis- 
trutieu  iif  the  Vaccination  Law  would  he  neither 
uumuMtiry  nor  desirable." 

Mi\  Channing. 


Those  words  seem  to  me  absolutely 
decisive  with  regard  to  this  question,  and 
many  Members  on  this  side  of  the  House 
met  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  frankly 
and  cordially  during  the  discussions, 
under  the  impression  that  he  was  dealing 
with  the  question  in  the  broad  spirit 
indicated  in  the  report  of  the  Kojal 
Commission.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
general  impression  produced  upon  the 
House  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
speech  can  be  seriously  contested.  I  do 
not  care  to  attack  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man very  fiercely  in  a  personal  sense  on 
this  matter.  In  the  conduct  of  the 
Bill  upstairs  he  certainly  showed  a 
concilatory  spirit  in  meeting  Amend- 
ments, and  the  main  ground  of  the 
complaint  now  brought  before  the  House 
is  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
did  substantially  recognise  the  situa- 
tion last  July,  but  that  the  forces 
surrounding  him  had  brought  about 
a  change  in  his  attitude,  the  result  of 
which  is  the  extraordinary  Order  issued 
last  October  by  the  Local  Grovemment 
Board,  which  completely  altered  the 
relations  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  the  boards  of  guardians 
throughout  the  country,  and  altered 
fundamentally  the  administration  of  the 
Vaccination  Act.  In  referring  to  the 
case  of  Bramwell  and  Low,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  omitted  an  essential 
point.  The  Board  of  Guardians  in  that 
case  had  passed  a  resolution  previously 
to  the  effect  that  there  should  be  no 
prosecutions  n  the  Union,  which  I  believe 
was  the  Union  of  Ipswich,  and  the 
vaccination  officer  who  brought  the  case 
against  Low  alleged  that  he  had  special 
authority  for  instituting  the  prosecution, 
and  vested  his  claim  on  the  fact  that  the 
Board  had  rescinded  the  previous  resolu- 
tion against  prosecutions,  and  had  issued 
this  order  authorising  him  to  prosecute. 
That  was  the  point  that  was  taken,  and 
his  whole  case  was  the  case  which  has 
been  invariably  recognised  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  hitherto,  that  the 
authority  was  in  the  guardians.  Look- 
ing at  tho  decision  and  the  obiiir  dicta 
of  Mr.  Justice  Wright  in  that  case,  I 
have  the  impression  that  if  the  case  went 
to  a  higher  court  there  might  be  some- 
thing else  said  upon  that  question.  Then 
with  regard  to  the  general  question,  I 
hold  in  my  hand  a  return  of  the  number 
of  conscientious  objection  certificates 
taken  out  imder  tho  Act  during  the  last 
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few  montha  tip  to  the  close  of  last  yei\r,  1  would  be  contrary  to  the  BoarcTs  practice 
Tho«e  returns  cover  230,000  children.  The  !  to  advise  an  otfieer  of  the  guardians 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  just  now  very  |  without  reference  to  the  guardians  in  a 
hopefully  that  he  thought  the  Bill  had  matter  in  which  the  guartliana  have 
led  to  a  great  many  more  vaccinations  \  jurisdiction,"  he  said  that  it  was  the 
taking  phu:e  ;  but  he  is  certainly  labour-  decision  in  the  case  of  Bramwell  and 
ing  under  a  misapprehension  if  he  thinks  Low  which  made  him  alter  his  views, 
that' 230,000  represents  all  the  children  And  so  the  present  Order  says  that 
un vaccinated  in  this  country.  In  !  within  seveji  days  after  the  six  months 
Leicester  there  are  nearly  80,000  un-  j  have  expired  the  vaccination  officer  shall 
vaccinated  children,  but  only  9,S85  take  proceedings.  There  can  be  no 
certificates  were  taken  out.  In  ray  answer  to  the  stateniunt  that  the  dis- 
own constituency  some  7,000  certificates  '  cretionary  power  of  the  boards  of  guar- 
have  been  taken  out,  in  two  unions,  but  i  dians  had  been  recognised  for  many 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  wishes  to  find  '  years,  but  I  want  to  drive  this  question 
the  approximate  number  of  children  there  home  because  it  really  raises  one  of  the 
who  are  not  vaccinated,  he  must  in  esti-    most  important  issues  of  practical  politics 


mation  multiply  the  number  by  four  or 
five,  and  even  then  be  may  find  himself 
well  under  the  mark.  That  would  be  a 
fair  measure  of  the  real  opposition.     But 


in  the  near  future.  What  is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  going  to  do  with  his 
order  ?  Does  he  mean  business  ?  Is  he 
going    down    into    my    constituency   to 
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what  I  mainly  desire  on  behalf  of  my  prosecute  the  parents  of  these  5,000  or 
constituents  is  to  enter  an  emphatic  pro-  10,000  children  who  are  not  vaccinated, 
test  against  tlie  change  in  the  adrainis-  who  decline  to  take  out  conscientious 
tration  of  the  law  through  the  issue  of  objection  certificates  under  the  clause  ? 
this  order— a  change  which  we  believe  to  In  the  Oundle  Union  there  have  been 
be  absolutely  illegal.  As  ray  friend  recently  several  prosecutions.  That  is  a 
stated  with  great  force,  there  is  a  regular  i  Union  where  only  a  few  oliections  have 
concatenation  uf  evidence.  The  rights  |  l>een  lodged.  Were  those  prosecutions 
of  boards  of  guardians  to  decide  whether  '  instituted  by  the  board  of  guardians  or 
prosecutions  or  not  tsliLiuld  be  instituted  |  the  Local  Government?  Board  ?  That  has 
has  been  recogniseil  for  at  least  24  been  done  where  the  opposition  is  weak. 
years. '  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  knows  very 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  who  ,  well  that  there  are  unions  throughout 
was  President  of  the  Local  Government  |  the  country  where  people  will  not  consent 
Board  in  the  previous  Administration,  |  to  have  their  children  vaccinated,  where 
said  in  1888,  in  reference  to  the  general  many  of  them  refuse  to  take  out  the 
order  of  1874,  that  it  was  not  binding  conscientious  objection  certificate  at  all 
OD  boards  of  guardians,  but  that  it  was  The  reason  is  perfectly  plain.  During  the 
merely   a    communication,   and    that    it !  two  or  three  months  up  to  September  12th 
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rested  with  the  boards  of  guardians  to 
take  their  own  course.  Again,  on  the 
5th  of  July,  1888,  he  siud  the  Local 
Government   Board  could   not   interfere 


the  poorer  parents  of  Northamptonshire 
contribute<l  in  fees  nearly  X  LOGO,  which 
went  to  the  relief  of  the  rates.  That  is 
a  thing  which  T  do  not  for   one  moment 


in  the  exercise  by  the  guardians  of  their  j  think  was  ever  intended.  It  was  never 
powers;  that  "the  enforcement  of  the  intended  to  impose  a  fine  upon  the  people. 
Vaccination  Act  is  committed  to  an  elec- 1  We  have  boards  of  guardians  who  refuse 
live  tribunal,  and  they  must  use  their  own  to  and  will  not  prosecute.  I  think  before 
discretion  in  the  matter."  The  original  the  discussion  comes  to  an  end  we  are 
Evesham  letter  was  issued  by  a  Conserva-  ;  entitled  to  know  whether  the  right  hon. 
tive  Administration,  and  the  replies  were  i  Gentleman  means  btisiness  by  this  Order, 
also  made  by  a  Conservative  President  of  I  and  whether  he  intends  to  force 
the  Local  Government  Board.  Anrl  the  vaccination  officers  all  over  the  country 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  now  holds  the  |  to  prosecute,  or  whether  he  is  goin^  to 
position  up  till  January  last  adopted  the  take  the  advice  of  the  Royal  Commission, 
same  views  in  the  matter.  In  answer  to  which  expressed  the  opinion  in  the 
a  question  I  put  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle-  strongest  terras  that  it  would  be  neither 
man  with  regard  to  a  letter  written  by  wise  nor  statesmanlike  to  override  the 
the  B<mrd  at  that  time  to  the  Keading  derision  of  the  boards  of  guardians, 
vaccination  officer,  and  the  reply  that  "  it ,  There  are  one  or  two  other  points  I  wish 


203 


Supply 


{  COMMONS  }         (Civil  Service  EsHmafss).         204 


to  refer  to.  In  the  first  place,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  additional  cost  to  the  rates  of 
the  country,  in  connection  with  the  new 
vaccination  procedure,  would  be  exceed- 
ingly small.  Taking  the  number  of 
children  at  950,000,  the  cost  of  the 
vaccination  officer  and  public  vaccinator 
under  the  old  system  was  2s.  per  head. 
Under  the  new  arrangement  it  will  be 
7s.  per  head,  which  represents  no  less  an 
addition  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  million 
sterling  to  the  union  rates  for  carrying 
out  this  policy.  This  is  keenly  felt, 
especially  in  districts  like  my  own,  where 
the  expenses  have  been  practically 
nominal  for  many  years  past,  and  where  an 
incubus  of  £200  or  £300  is  piled  upon 
the  rates  for  a  purpose  which  the  people, 
by  their  votes,  have  expressed  a  desire 
not  to  have  imposed  upon  them.  What- 
ever the  reply  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man may  be  upon  the  general  broad 
issue  which  we  raise — as  to  the  right  of 
the  local  authorities  as  against  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  control  these 
prosecutions,  I  have  to  bring  before  him 
certain  other  points  connected  with  his 
administration.  He  accepted  in  Com- 
mittee an  amendment  to  exclude  any 
form  of  compulsory  vaccination  of 
children  in  hospitals  and  workhouses 
under  the  ago  prescribed  by  the  Act,  but 
this  has  been  violated  both  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  by  the  hospital  and 
workhouse  authoritiee.  In  the  first  place 
in  his  Order,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
instructed  the  public  vaccinator  that,  in 
the  cases  of  infants  in  workhouses  and 
hospitals,  the  offer  to  vaccinate  should  be 
maae  at  the  end,  not  of  the  fourth  month, 
but  of  the  second  month.  And  when 
I  complained  of  this  distinction  in 
correspondence  with  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  he  declined  to  assimilate  the 
law  in  regard  to  children  in  and  out  of 
workhouses.  Does  it  not  seem  monstrous 
to  apply  one  standard  to  poor  children  in 
workhouses  and  infirmaries,  and  another 
to  children  elsewhere?  I  have  brought 
before  him  a  large  number  of  cases  where 
children  have  been  vaccinated  two  or 
three  weeks  after  birth,  and  I  have  drawn 
special  attention  to  cases  in  St.  Pancras 
Workhouse,  where  the  age  of  vaccination 
has  ranged  from  eight  days  to  twenty- 
three  days,  and  to  one  case  in  Queen 
Charlotte's  Hospital,  where  a  child  only 
two  days  old  was  vaccinated.  I  quite 
recognise    the   wish   of    the   right  hon. 

Mr.  ('hdiinimj. 


Gentleman  to  prevent  these  things.  I 
know  he  has  expressed  disapproval  of 
this  early  vaccination,  but  I  think  I 
have  a  right,  after  his  acceptance  of 
that  amendment  in  Committee,  to  ask  him 
to  deal  with  this  question  more  effectively 
in  the  near  future.  There  are  many 
specific  grievances  with  which  he  ought 
to  deal.  In  one  notorious  case  a  vaccina- 
tion officer  entered  a  cottage  and,  without 
the  presence  or  consent  of  the  parent, 
deliberately  re-vaccinated  a  two-year  old 
child,  instead  of  the  infant  to  whom  the 
notice  referred.  That  occurred  in  the 
Ross  Union,  and  I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  should  express  a  strong 
opinion  to  the  Koss  Board  of  Guardians 
on  the  matter.  Again,  numerous  cases 
have  occurred  in  which  the  Public 
Vaccinator  has  ignored  the  provision  re- 
quiring 24  hours'  notice,  and  without  the 
consent  of  the  parents,  they  have  effected 
the  viiccination  of  hundreds  of  children  by 
terrorism  of  nurses  and  others  in  charge. 
I  could  ([uote  one  case  at  Oldbury  where 
the  Public  Vaccinator  vaccinated  without 
notice,  and  I  have,  too,  a  number  of  cases 
from  the  county  of  Sussex.  Further 
there  have  been  repeated  instances  of  re- 
fusals, on  the  part  of  the  magistrates,  to 
recognise  serious  illness  or  even  death  of 
other  children  in  the  same  family^  result- 
ing from  vaccination,  as  fin  .-ulequatc 
reason  for  non-vaccination.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  remember  that,  at 
his  request,  I  agreed  not  to  press  an 
amendment  defining  that  as  a  specific 
ground,  because  he  said  his  general  con- 
cession covered  the  whole  matter,  and 
that  such  a  provision  would  no  longer  be 
necessary.  There  have  fiu-ther  been  cases 
in  which  the  conscientious  objector's  cer- 
tificate has  been  held  to  be  invalid 
because  it  has  not  l)een  sent  to  the  Vacci- 
nation Officer  within  seven  days  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  Act.  Several  prosecutions 
have  taken  place  in  which  parents  have 
been  fined  on  that  ground.  There  was  a 
case  too  in  which  a  piirent  was  re- 
fused a  certificate  by  a  stifK^ndiary 
magistrate,  although  a  previous  child 
had  been  seriously  ill.  He  was 
prosecuted  before  an  ordinary  bench  of 
magistrates  and  fined  20s.  and  costs,  or  a 
month's  imprisonment.  That  v/as  at 
Gillingham,  in  Kent.  Many  parents 
complain  that  they  have  been  compelled 
to  pay  for  producing  the  birth  certificates 
of  children,  and  one  was  actually  fined  when 
he  presented  the  notice  of  the  registrar, 
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which,  I  lielieve,  contains  the  date  of  the  I 
birth  of  the  fhikl     He  was  on  that  occa- , 
sion  refused  his  certitiaitc.     The  charge 
for    these    certificates    is    often  3s»    6d. 
Other    cases    have    occurred    in    which 
parents   ordered   hy  the   magistrates   to 
procure  birth  certificates  have  b^^en  nnable 
to  obtain  exemptiouj  because  the  Court 
ha^     not    again     sat     until     after    the  , 
child     has     passed    the    age    fixed    by  | 
the    Act,   and     consequently    the    right 
to    the    certificate   has     lapsed.      These 
matters,    however,     aro     all     subsidiary 
to  the  main  issue  I  have  raised,  viz.,  that  j 
the  right  to  decide  these   matters  should 
rest  solely  with  the   board   of  guardians. 
This  was  the  position  which  we  under- 
stood to  be  accepted   by  the  Government  I 
at  lleadiug  election  and  at  other  places,  | 
yet   now  the   right  hon.  (Gentleman   has  ! 
issued  an  Order  directing  the  vaccination  | 
officers  to  proceed  to  institute   ^rosccu- 
tiuna  without  any  reference  to  the  board 
of  guardians  whatever. 


Mk.  CHAHjIX:  I  gave  no  such  in- 
structiou  whatever.  I  merely  stated 
what  the  law  was. 


Mil  CHANNIXG:  The  instructions 
are  specific,  and  there  is  not  a  word  with 
reference  to  the  boards  of  guartliaus 
being  consulted  iu  any  way.  The  vacci- 
nation atticer  if?  explicitly  instructed  to 
prosecute  at  ouce  after  the  child  is  6 
months  old.  The  order,  beyond  doubt, 
18  opposed  to  the  procedure  of  30  years, 
and  overrides  the  rights  which  are 
claimed  by  more  than  600  hoards  of 
guardians  throughout  the  country.  We 
say  that  this  is  an  illegal  and  uneonstitu- 
tionai  usurpation  of  the  rights  of  local 
authorities  on  the  part  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  We  acquit  him  of  all  personal 
responsibility  for  it,  because  w^  believe  it 
to  be  the  result  ol  pressure  put  upon  him 
iu  certain  quarters.  That  pressure  has 
placed  hiui  m  an  unpleasaot  position,  but 
he   will  occupy  a  still  more  unpleasant 
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one  if  the  Order  is  not  withdrawn*  seeing 
that  it  will  bring  him  into  regular  war- 
fare with  the  men  of  Leicestershire  and 
Northampton* 

Mk.  HAZELL  (Leicester):  I  con- 
sider it  i.*^  my  duty  to  aay  a  few  words  aa 
to  the  feeling  of  my  constituents  in 
Leicester  on  this  question.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  imagines  that  the  Act  of 
last  year  has  finally  settled  the  matter,  he 
is  greatly  niisUiken.  The  great  majority 
of  parents  in  Leicester  would  not  go 
before  a  magistrate.  No  complaints,  as 
far  as  I  know,  have  been  made  in 
Leicester  as  to  the  condtict  of  the  magis- 
trates. They  have  not  insulted  the 
people.  Indeed,  every  facility  has  been 
given  the  peopir  to  make  declarations, 
but  the  fact  remains  that  they  will  not 
go  before  a  magistrate.  We  have  had  a 
very  learned  disquisition  as  regards  the 
right  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
oveiTule  the  wishes  of  the  bc*ards  of 
guardian?*.  Let  us  suppose  that  the  right 
hon.  Ckmtleman  is  quite  correct  in  hia 
exposition  of  the  law,  and  that  the  case 
liai^  been  carried  to  the  highest  court  of 
appeal.  The  fact  remains  that  in 
Leicester  the  conflict  between  the 
Local  (*overnment  Board  and  the  board 
of  guardians,  which  aflects  the  good 
feeling  that  ought  to  exist  between  a 
Government  Department  and  the  loc^ 
authority,  would  still  continue.  During 
recent  years  only  I  per  cent,  of  the 
children  in  Leicester  have  been  vaccinated, 
and  the  people  are  quite  satisfied  with 
being  as  they  are.  They  *ire  determined, 
at  all  eveut.s,  that  the  views  of  the  Local 
(Tovernment  Board  on  this  matter  shall 
not  prevail.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
considers  that  it  is  practicable  to  enforce 
hie  view.s  on  the  local  Board  of  Guardians, 
there  are  difficulties  in  the  way  which  it 
would  be  very  hard  to  foresee  atid  dis 
agreeable  to  contemplate.  I  strongly 
urge  upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  not 
to  force  his  views  on  this  matter. 


*SlK  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derby,  Ilkes- 
ton) :  I  shoidd  like  to  say  a  few  words  on 
this  question,  because  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman will  remember  that  when  we  were 
in  Committee  last  year  I  specially  discussed 
the  position  and  powers  of  the  vaccination 
officers.  I  must  say  that  when  the  Order 
was  issued  at  the  end  of  last  year  by  the 
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Local  Government  Board  I  was  obliged  to 
regard   it  as,  at  least,  unfortunate.     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  perfectly  right 
in  the  position  he  has  taken  up  in  reference 
to  what  his  intention  was  in  the  debate 
which   occurred   on   the  19th  July  last. 
There  is  no  doubt  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man intended  to  maintain  the  law  as  it 
exists,  and  to  take  up  his  stand  on  the 
interpretation  of  the  law  which  the  law 
courts   had    given  him,    and   which    has 
been  backed  up  by  the  law  officers  of  two 
successive   Administrations.      He    could, 
therefore,  hardly  do  anything  else.     But 
I  admit  that  when  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man made  the  remarks  which  he  did  to 
my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Bethnal 
Green    who    moved   the  amendment,    I 
thought  the  days  of  vigorous  compulsion 
were  at  an  end.    That  was  the  impression 
I  received  from  his  speech  ;  but  it  was 
not   the   impression,    I   have    no    doubt 
now,    that     he     intended     to     convey.  , 
But    the     remarkable     thing     is     that ' 
before    the    debate   I   appealed    to    my  I 
hon.  friend  behind  me  in  the  strongest  j 
way   not   to    take  up   the   time   of   the  , 
House  in  moving  his  amendment.     My 
hon.   friend   the    Member    for    Bethnal  I 
Green    refused    my   request,    but    after- 1 
wards  was  so   satisfied  with  the  speech  j 
of    the    right    hon.    Gentleman   in    the 
debate   that    he    withdrew    his    amend- ! 
ment,  thus  showing  that  he  clearly  mis-  | 
understood  the  purport  of  the  speech  of  ' 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government  | 
Board.     While  we  acquit   the  right  hon.  i 
Gentleman   of    all  intention    to  mislead  ' 
the  House,  I  must  say  the  issue  of  the  i 
circular  at  the  close  of  the  year  was,  at ! 
all   events,  unfortunate.      And   for  this  j 
reason  :    we  have  a  number  of   vaccina- 1 
tion   officers   appointed    by   the    boards  { 
of  guardians,    and   receiving   their  pay- ' 
ments  from  the  boards  of  guardians,  these  ' 
officers  would  in  the  future  perform  their  , 
most    difficult  duties   without   reference  I 
to    the   authorities   who   appoint    them, 
and  who   pay  them  their  salaries.     The 
result    of    that    must    be    that    these 
vaccination  officers  would  be  placed  in  a 
most    intolerable    position.      While    re- 
maining the    servants  of  the  boards  of 
guardians,  they  will  be  pursuing  a  certain 
line  of  action  without  reference  to,  and 
possibly  contrary  to,  the  policy  and  wishes 
of  the  boards  who  appoint  and  pay  them. 
The  result   will   be  that  the  vaccination 
officers  will  not  be  able  to  do  their  work, 
in  such   places  as   Leicester  or  North - 
Sir  JF.  Fodu\ 
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ampton,  with  any  comfort  or  success. 
But  that  is  not  the  only  possible 
difficulty.  It  may  happen  that 
boards  of  guardians  will  cease  to 
appoint  vaccination  officers,  and  so  we 
may  have  vaccination  falling  into  greater 
neglect  than  ever.  I  should  like  to  know 
what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  do 
if  any  boards  of  guardians  refuse  to 
appoint  vaccination  officers,  and  defy  the 
Local  Government  Board  1 


Mil.  CHAPLIN :  They  nearly  all  have. 

*SiR  Walter  FOSTER :  But  what  action 
is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  prepared  to 
take  with  regard  to  those  who  do  not  so  ap- 
point vaccination  officers  1  Has  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  a  definite  line  of  policy 
when  the  difficulty  arises  ?  Setting  aside 
this  question,  I  want  to  congratulate  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  statement  he 
has  been  able  to  make  as  to  the  success  of 
the  Act.  That  statement  must  be  reassuring 
to  the  country,  and  to  the  House,  that  the 
policy  carried  out  last  year  was,  after  all, 
the  right  policy  for  promoting  vaccina- 
tion. 1  have  received  evidence  myself 
from  medical  men  in  various  parts  of  the 
country  that  there  has  been  a  larger 
amount  of  vaccination  during  the  last  few 
months  than  in  the  same  number  of 
months  for  many  preceding  years.  I 
believe,  however,  that  the  result  would 
have  been  greater,  and  that  we  should 
have  had  an  infinitely  larger  amount  of 
vaccination,  had  it  not  been  for  the  very 
stupid  attitude  of  the  Press  and 
of  the  magistrates  in  this  matter. 
The  magistrates  in  some  places  had  acted 
with  stupidity,  because  they  did  not 
carried  out  the  law  in  the  spirit  in- 
tended by  Parliament.  When  the  clause 
was  under  discussion  last  year  I  pointed 
out  that  its  peculiar  form  admitted  of  a 
great  variety  of  administrative  procedure, 
and  would  consequently  bring  the  Act  into 
disrepute.  Unfortunately,  the  press  took 
up  the  case  generally  over  the  country, 
and  there  was  a  great  deal  of  wild 
writing  which  induced  the  magistrates 
to  raise  difficulties  in  gnmting  certifi- 
cates. The  action  of  the  magistrates 
kept  alive  the  agitation  which  the  clause 
was  intended  to  allay,  and  I  believe  if 
a  wiser  course  had  been  adopted,  and  if 
these  certificates  had  been  granted  more 
easily,  we  should  have  had  a  much 
greater  amount  of  vaccination  performed 
under  the  Act.     I  am  satisfied  that  as 
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time  passes  we  shall  have  a  great  deal  of 
the  arrears  of  yacciiKition  made  up  under 
the  Act,  But  I  believe  that  this  would  have 
been  done  more  readily  if  the  right  horn 
Gentleman  had  accepted  ray  proposal 
that  every  medical  man  should  be  re- 
garded as  a  puhlic  vaccinator.  There  arc 
one  or  tw«>  other  p^iinta  to  which  I  wit^h  to 
call  attention.  In  the  first  place,  I  think 
the  policy,  Ciirried  out  in  some  places,  of 
prosecuting  people  who  fail  to  send  in 
certificates  of  exemption  within  seven 
ciaySj  is  unnecessarily  irritating.  Another 
point  is  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  discourage,  by  every  means  in  hi« 
power,  the  vexatious  roi|uirement  that  a 
man  must  be  obliged  to  present  a  certifi- 
cate  of  the  birth  of  bis  child  when  he 
applies  for  exemption.  That  is  a  serious 
imj^diraent  to  the  working  of  the  Act.  A 
man  who  earns  only  £1  per  week  cannot 
afford  U)  pay  :2  or  3  shillings  for  the  two 
certificates.  Again,  I  hold  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  prevent 
prosecutions  being  mafle  when  the  plea 
of  insanitary  surroundings  is  put  in. 
My  hon.  friend  belli nd  me  i| noted  a  case 
of  a  man  who  was  fined  *20s.  with  the 
alternative  of  a  month's  imprisonment 
because  he  refu.^ed  to  have  his  child 
vaccinated  when  diphtheria  was  prevalent 
in  the  neighbourhood.  That  w^as  an 
iritolemble  hardship  and  an  injustice.  I 
hope  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will, 
throughout  the  administration  of  the 
Act,  do  all  he  can  to  lessen  the  C4iusci?  of 
irritation  in  the  working  of  the  Act,  ami 
so  promote  the  consumption  of  calf 
lytupbj  which  is  being  used  to  such  a  large 
extent  for  vaccination. 

Mr.  LABOUCHEEE  (Northampton): 
We  all  look  with  the  most  frifudly 
feeling  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  , 
Preaident  of  the  Local  Government 
B«>ard,  but  it  appears  to  me  that  it  was 
under  something  like  false  pretences 
that  he  received  the  blessings  that 
were  mined  down  upon  him  last 
Session.  We  accepted  him,  as  we 
are  told  another  was  iiccepted  iJi 
Heaven,  as  a  repentant  sinner.  But,  far 
from  being  a  repentant  sinner,  it  now 
appears  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  repented  of  repenting,  and  has  gone 
back  entirely  to  the  en-or  of  his  ways. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  tells  us  that  if 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bethnal  Green  had  been  submitted  to  the 
test  of  a  vote  it  would  not  have  been 


carried.  Now,  how  in  the  name  of  won- 
dt^r  does  lie  know  whether  it  would  have 
been  carried  or  not?  lie  miglit  as  well 
say  that,  if  all  the  horses  nominated  hatl 
run  in  the  Derby,  Flying  Fox  would  not 
have  won,  and  Holocauste  w*ould  have 
won  but  for  his  accident. 

An  HON.  MEMBER:  So  he  would. 

Mr.  LABOUCHEKE  :  I  am  very  glad 
he  did  not,  for  I  backed  Flying  Fox. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  tbe  right  hon. 
Gentleman  cannot  tell  tis  with  assurance 
that  the  amendment  would  not  have 
passed.  We  really  do  believe  that  if  ray 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Bethnal 
Green  had  persevered  with  his  amend- 
ment we  had  a  very  fair  chance  of  carry- 
ing it.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
alluded  to  the  speech  he  made  on  that 
occasion.  He  says  he  would  not  give  a 
pledge  that  he  would  not  enforce  the  law, 
and  would  not  allow  prosecutions  without 
the  consent  of  tbu  Boards  of  Guardians. 
But  it  is  a  very  remarkable  thing  that,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  all  the  speakers  who 
heard  him,  and  whomadespeechesafter  him, 
were  under  the  impression  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  actually  did  say  what  he 
is  reported  tohavesiiid.  So  thatthe  illusion 
extended  not  only  to  the  Report erfe' 
Gallery,  but  to  these  benches.  I  do  not 
see  the  Solicitor  General  in  his  place,  but 
the  Solicitor  General,  in  a  short  speech 
he  made  on  that  occasion^  confirms  the 
view  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
that  the  vaccination  ulhcers  would  not  be 
allowed  to  prosecute  without  the  consent 
of  the  board  of  guardians.  My  hofK 
friend  the  Member  for  Caithnen^  saiil 
on  the  same  day — 

**Th«!  tiluu&e  we  havea«U)j>tt't|  uidy  npi>licHlo 
the  29th  ami  Slnt  claiiseK  ot  the  Act  vi  l807/* 

My  hon.  friend  s  contention  was  that  the 
pledge  had  l»een  given  in  regard  to  the 
.\ct,  but  that  it  was  possible  there  might 
be  prosecutionH  tin  regard  to  the  Acts  of 
1871  and  1874.  My  hon.  friend  in 
raising  this  point  said — 

**  Here  wc  huve  ublaiued  the  pledge  of  tlio 
PreHiilent  of  the  Local  Govemnient  Board  that 
he  Mould  not  proi^ectite  under  the  Act  of 
1867." 

My  hon.  friend  continued : — 

"The  clause  we  have  adojited  only  applies 
to  the  29th  and  SUtClaudc^s  of  the  Act  id  1867. 
It  does  rot  apply  to  ihe  Act  of  is"!  at  all. 
tnder  the  Ati  of  1874,  which  thiw  chius»e 
pmctieally  abolish  en,  tbe   Local  GovemiDeiit 
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Board  liHve  got  power  to  imike  nilew,  <jrdei^, 
and  r«f:uIations  with  lefjard  to  the  pjm^eedinj^B 
to  l>e  tuken  by  tUe  t;uatdiaria  or  theii  otlicerB 
for  the  enfort'ement  of  the  Acts  of  lK(j7  and 
187L  The  cLiuho  you  have  adopted  only 
atfecta  the  Act,  of  1807*  and  we  have  iiot  thn 
ple<Jgc  of  the  Tresidenfc  of  the  Lornl  Ci^ivern* 
ment  Hoard  that  h«  would  not  4to  any- 
thing to  interfere  with  the  rehitioim  betwt^rn 
the  vaccination  officer?*  and  llie  ginirdian.H,  that 
he  would  not  put  it  into  force.  Now, 
the  right  him-  Genllenmn  may  not  always 
l>e  in  that  iMj^ititm.  The  next  !*resident 
of  the  LiK'nl  (jnvernineni  Board  may  iiot 
lake  that  vunv  in  regard  lr>  the  njatler.  '  The 
point  raised  l*y  tltc  hon,  Clentleman  l>eh>w  me 
£^oe»^  furilier,  and  I  should  like  t*^  have  the 
Bolieitf^r  iieiierar»  view  of  the  matter/' 

That  wfi*,  that  having  rcceivt<l  an 
assurance  that  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  wnuhl  not  put  in 
force  any  rights  he  had  acquired  by  the 
Act  of  18G7,  to  insist  on  the  vaet 'ination 
*>fficers  prosecuting  without  the  authority 
of  the  hoard  of  guardians,  whether  it  was 
possible  for  friiii  to  use  that  power  under 
the  Acts  of  1S71  aud  l^)i.  Now,  what 
does  the  Solicitor  UcTierai  say  j  11©  does 
not  in?  a  monumt  repudiate  the  fiositiun 
taken  by  my  hon.  friend  tlie  Meinl>cr  for 
Caithness,  that  the  President  of  the  Local 
GovernuRMit  Board  had  said  that  he 
would  not  use  the  pi^wcr  under  the  Act 
of  1807  ;  but  he  says— 

**l  ttiink  there  can  \h}  no  proscrtiluai  except 
nnflcr  ^ct-tiun  'i!»  of  the  Act  of  1867*  No  ulher 
prosecution  is  ]»oHsihlc/' 

Therefore,  wo  wtand  on  this,   thai  we  on 
this  side  of  the  Huuso^  and  the  SolicitfU- 
General  sitting  by  the  side  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentlcnran,  were  uiuler   the  impres- 
sion  that   the    President    of    the    Local 
GoverniBent  Boaid  had  agreed  not  to  use 
his  powers  under  tfie  Act  of   18C7.     The 
Solicitor  General  went  out  of  hif<   way  to 
tell  ti8  that  if  the  right  hojL    Gentleman 
did  not  use  it  under  that  Act  he  could  not 
use  it  under  the  Actn  of   1871   and   187i.  ! 
It   was   uiider  these   circumstances   that  ' 
the     hoii*    Member    for   Bcthnal   (ireen 
withdrew     his    araendmont     Now,    the 
right     hon,     Gentleoian    the    Presiilent  j 
of      the       Local      Government      Hoard 
Bays  that  the  law  of  1867  allows  prosecu-  | 
tions  by  vaccination  office  is  without  the 
permission  of     the  board   of   guardians,  ! 
That  is  true,  but  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 1 
man  knows  that  the   law  had    s«lept  for  ' 
twenty 'five  yea.rs.     It  was  dead.     Then 
ho  tells*  us,  ''  I  did  not  make  any  particular 
order    on    the    subject/'  whereupon  my  " 
hon,  friend  the  Member  for  East  North-  | 
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aoiptonshire  reiul  out  the  oitlor  which  k 
issued  at  the  end  of  last  year.  It  h  m 
clear  as  possible  that  the  right  luw. 
Uentleiuan  sent  out  that  order  tdier 
j  making  this  pledge  to  the  Housr.  He 
I  revived  the  law  of  18117,  and  be  tells  thi 
I  ^acei nation  officers  that  they  are  to  pr<^ 
!  secute  without  the  consent  or  approval 
j  of  the  board  of  guardians,  I  think  that 
I  is  a  great  mistake.  All  we  claim  is  thjit 
the  parents  and  guardians  of  children 
shtjuld  have  the  right  to  dcridi; 
whether  the  child  should  be  vaeci- 
i  nated  or  not.  If  you  keep  up 
I  this  turmoil  and  trouble  by  the  l40cal 
Goveinment  Board  ordering  the  % Hccii»' 
tion  officers  to  prosecute  without  the  prr- 
I  mission  of  the  hoard  of  guardians,  yea 
I  are  invading  the  whole  system  of  i^C^ 
'  self  government.  I  have  the  honour  to 
represent  a  constituency  which  takes  « 
Visry  strong  view  on  the  subject.  It  u 
one  of  the  centres  of  an  ti- vaccina  tion  ; 
but,  notwithstamling,  they  do  not  take 
small- pox.  They  get  on  uncommonly  well 
Without  vaccination.  I  agree  entirely 
with  the  remark  of  my  hon.  friend  tlmt 
if  you  perpetually  invade  the  rights  at 
hxal  authorities  in  this  matter,  if  yoa 
keep  up  continuously  this  tui'moil,  jroQ 
will  make  it  not  only  a  question  whether 
vaccinatiorj  is  a  good  or  a  >  ad  thing,  but 
whether  a  man  is  to  be  forced  to 
have  his  children  vaccinated  at  alL 
ft  must  be  admitted  that  many  persona 
who  have  come  to  exercise  the  right  givrn 
them  by  law,  and  who  seriously  object  to 
the  vaccination  of  their  children,  have  very 
frcfiuently  been  insulted  by  the  magis- 
trates. I  do  hope  that  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Boartl  will  keep 
his  eye  on  these  magistrates,  and,  if  this 
thing  is  not  stopped,  that  he  w  ill  make  an 
example  of  one  of  them,  and  have  him 
struck  off  the  roll.  Whatever  a  magjs* 
trate's  \  iew  may  be  of  the  question,  he 
has  no  right  to  tell  a  man  that  he  is  a 
fool,  or  an  idiot,  when  he  comes  forwanl 
to  claim  the  right  given  him  by  law.  I 
hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  issue 
an  order  in  regard  to  the  powers  of  the 
vaccination  officers,  and  leave  the  pow*er 
of  prosecution  to  the  hoards  of  guard- 
ians,  as  was  done  for  twentytive  years 
past. 


i 


Mr.  CHAPLIN:  The  hon.  Member 
who  has  Just  sat  down  has  asked  me  to 
withdraw  uiv  order. 
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Mr.  LABOUCHERE  :  Yes, 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  He  thinks  thnt  if  I 
give  yp  my  order  the  guardians  will 
rcveit  to  the  old  |iositiori,  which  they 
occupied  f«>r  twenty-five  years.  Sir,  they 
will  do  ahftohiLely  nothing  of  the  kind. 
What  was  the  order,  and  what  was  our  , 
course  in  regard  to  it  f  The  eircuiar 
letter  in  which  we  imposed  the  order 
was  to  this  effect : 

"  llavi»i|^  re;^anl  to  the  ileciJiiuTi  of  l]w 
Colleen's  Uriuii  iu  the  cu**o  ruftsrrfil  to,  an4 
with  the  oiiinioris  given  l>y  thu  law  uHkern  of 
the  Cni\vh»  I  hi*  Buaivl  \m\e  nnl  in.'^tjrttsil  jlhv 
proviniou  in  Lho  or<h"r  nMjHjsiii;^  siiiy  <liity 
either  un  llif  i^iutnliiiiis  ar  on  tlie  vacrinatitm 
Mllicer  JUS  tv'^iinls  llii^  insliLiUioii  smil  iMJiuhict 
iif  ^inMTtMliiij^^s,  TIjk  power  aiitl  »hity  c»f  treat- 
in^i;  Hiirli  I m*r«t'< lilies  are  \ef*tii<l  in  the  vtieei- 
natioii  ulii<*ei'  lunler  the  Vsit^ciiuittoii  AelH 
lui^Heil  luior  to  the  Art  of  la^t  Session  witliout 
any  order  from  the  lltjitnl,  or  <lirefMu>tj  in 
regard  U>  it/' 

Then,    same    Iuhl  Munibers    have  ruliiid  i 
on  one  paragraph  in  the  Ordei'  which  is 
to  this  etfect  :  — 

*'  If  that  notice  i»  not  duly  (complied  with 
witliin  the  time  niieciHod  therein,  it  will 
bet-ome  the  duty  of  the  Vaccination  tJttifer 
uniler  the  VutviuBtion  Aets  to  lake  proeee^l- 
ingH  for  the  enforcement  of  the  law." 

These  are  not  inistructions  from  us  ;  they 
are  merely  an  intimation,  in  accordance 
witli  the  usual  practice  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Boartl,  as  to  what  is  the  duty  under 
the  Acts  of  Parliament  of  tins  parties  con- 
cenie<l.  When  hon.  Menibcra  lisk  mo  to 
revert  to  tlie  old  practice,  what  is  it  that 
they  ask  me  to  do  4 

Mit.  LABOUCHEUE:  Withdraw  the 
circidar. 

Mr.  CHAPUN  :  Withdraw  fiddle- 
sticks !  The  only  thing  I  could  tlo  would 
be  to  re-insert  in  my  order  die  <dd  regu- 
lation which  wa;^  in  the  old  mixIci^s,  ami 
which  ha,'^  hccn  already  a<ljinlged  by  the 
courts  to  be  superfluous  and  ineffectind. 
Is  it  reasonable  that  I  shijuUl  be  asked  to 
take  such  a  €our>;e  1  Sir,  1  am  extremely 
aorry   that    this  niiisunderstaiiding   arcKse, 

le  only  way  m  which  it  could  have 
M^gen  ia  this.  The  hon.  Member  for 
fiethnal  Green,  has  taken  a  very  prom- 
inent put  in  the  disctission  of  this 
piirticular  <|Ue8tion.  I  had  always 
givunhim  credit,  at  all  events,  that  he  had 
made  himself  master  of  the  position  ; 
but  it  i.-^  quite  clear  that  he  ha^i  never  done 
so  ;  ho  has  never  understood  the  position  of 
affairs ;   otherwise,  alter  I  had    said    as 
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plainly    as    a    man    could    stay    that     1 

deeli?ied  to  accept  his  amendment,  he 
would  have  known  that  certain  other 
things  followed  as  a  matter  of 
coui'^e.  The  hon.  Member  for  East 
Northan*ptonshire  quoted  in  support  of 
his  view  the  statement  made  by  the  hon. 

I  .Memlier  for  tjiithness,  who  said  that  I 
had  ]H-omiscd  tbnt  I  wou!d  do  absolutely 
notliing  whatever  to  interfere  with  the 
rclatinns  lietween  the  guardians  and  the 
vaccination  officers.  Well,  I  have  done 
absolutely  nothing  :  I  have  left  them  on 
i>nc  sifh'  altogether.  The  Boated  have  not 
inserted  any  provi.sion  iu  the  nnler  im- 
pisifjg  any  duty  either  on  the  board  of 
gtiardianj^  ur  the  vaccination  officer  as 
regaixis  the  institution  af  proceedings. 
Ther,,  I  am  asked  to  keep  my  eye  on  the 
magistrates,  antj  strike  them  oft'  the  roll 
The  I^ocal  Government  Boiu^l  have 
nothing  wh.itever  to  do   with   that,  a!id  I 

I  can  hardly  think  the  hon.  (rentleriinn 
wa.s  serious  hi  his  suggeHiiorh  Ativ  com- 
plaints of  the  conduct  of  magistrates  in 
rehLtion  to  vaccination  certific^Ucj^  >sho!ibl 
be  addressed  to  the  Home  tJtiice,  and  any 
complaint  of  v^accinalion  under  imsanitary 
conditions  will  have  careful  examination 
by  the  Local  Gf)\'ernment  Board>  As  to 
the  vaccination  of  workhouse  children 
under  the  age  of  two  months,  I  have  not 
the  particulars  with  me  at  the  present 
moment,  btit  I  am  under  the  impres- 
sion that  no  objection  or  opposition  what- 
ever was  made  hy  the  parents  of  those 
children,  who  were  perfectly  acquainted 
with  what  was  going  on,  and  although  I 
(juite  agree  that,  as  a  general  rule,  so  far  im  I 
am  advised,  under  ordinary  circumstances 
it  is  not  advisable  that  children  should  be 
^'accinated  at  so  early  an  age»  there  has 
been  nothing  in  the  circumstances  which 
have  occurred  to  call  for  active  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  Local  Govern- 
mcut  Board  or  for  any  re-con.^ideration  of 
the  Order.  Au  hon.  Mendier  has  en- 
larged upon  the  enormous  number  of 
children  going  un  vaccinated  now  iu 
various  parts  of  the  country,  and  askc<l 
me  what  I  waa  going  to  do  as  to  this 
Order.  Sir,  out  of  (i40  hoards  of  guard- 
ians in  the  country  I  am  thankful  to  say 
that  there  have  never  been  more  than  some 
half-dozen  or  a  dozen  Boards  who  have 
made  difficulties,  and  all  of  these,  with 
two  or  three  exceptions,  have  been  either 
settled  or  are  on  the  eve  of  settlement. 
It  wsm  tor  that  reason  that  I  regret, 
more     than     I     can     say,      the     kind 
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Original  QueBtioti  again  pi^oposed. 
Sir  ALBFJIT  KOLLIT  {Isling- 
ton, S.)  :  I  wish  to  draw  the  atterv 
tion  of  the  Committee  to  the 
varying  character  and  restrietrd  lenc^th 
of  the  repayment  of  loans  for  mnnicipal 
and  other  public  works.  I  had  hopftd  it 
would  htive  been  possiltle  to  avoid  any 
motion  on  the  subject,  and  that  the 
qW'38tioTi  of  my  hon.  fnond  would  have 
received  a  more  favourable  reply.  Un- 
fortunatcW  the  rcply^  only  referred  to  the 
inability  of  the  Local  CTOvernment  B<iard 
to  increase  the  length  of  the  term?,  and 
apparently  refused  to  give  that  considera- 
tion which  municipal  and  other  local 
authorities  urgently  desire.     That  reply 


struck  me  as  being  inconsistent  with  th« 
remarks  of  the  fluincellor  of  the  Ex* 
chefjuer  on  the  Finance  Bill,  because 
the  right  hoiu  Gentleman  then  stateii 
that  he  hoped  to  bo  able  at  no 
distant  date  to  ^i\e  betur  terms  for  the 
I'opayment  of  these  loans,  and  he  spoke 
with  regret  of  the  apparent  indisposition 
of  Municipal  Corporatii^ns  to  avail  them- 
aolves  to  the  extent  he  would  have  wished 
of  the  assistance  of  the  (Government  in 
relation  to  loans  gcneriilly.  One  great 
difficulty,  undoubtedly,  hii'^been  that  the 
terms  of  repayment  havo  bc«?n  onerous 
and  have  prohibited  Corp«»rations  from 
using  those  facilities  as  much  as  they 
otherwise   would  be  dis[>osed  to  do.      1 


I 


I 
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f|nitr'  jMlmit  that  some  clilllculties  arise 
which  rtre  nut  entirely  within  the  control 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  There  are 
various  Ai;ts  of  Parliament  which  pre- 
Bcrilx'  diHerent  periods  of  repayment, 
and  various  departments  prescribe  dif- 
ferent terms  for  the  loans  which 
they  authorize  for  public  workB.  I 
liope  that,  at  some  early  date,  instead  of 
the  gross  anomalies  and  absurdities 
which  now  exist  some  better  and  more 
bjgical  system  eiiii  be  created,  imder  which 
pul»lic  Jjodies  will  kruiw  exactly  what 
they  may  expect  with  reference  to  this 
fjue^tion.  Btit  alt  hough  these  (Htticnltics 
L'xuu  I  venture  tu  say  that,  except 
jKsrhaps  in  the  case  oi  tramways,  which 
are  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Tresident  of  the  Boai-d  of  Trade,  and 
with  the  exception  of  what  may  be  deter- 
mined by  Act  of  Par  bailment,  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  has  the 
chief  discretion  in  this  matter,  and  it 
rests  with  him  to  say  what  length  of  re* 
payment  shall  lie  laid  down.  I  should 
like  to  direct  attention  to  I  he  fact  that 
the  Act  t^f  Parliament  which  gi\es  this 
discretion  has,  I  think,  hy  long  coui-se  t*f 
practice,  been  given  rather  a  restricted 
interpretation.  The  Act  says  that  the  pub- 
lic atathority  may  deternnne  what  t  he  length 
of  the  term  of  repiiyment  shall  be,  and 
that  then  it  shall  obtain  the  sanction  of 
the  Local  Government  Board.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  rational  interpretation  of 
the  Act  is  that  the  local  authority  should 
determine  the  time  which  the  re|iayinent 
sliould  cover,  and  ask  the  sanction  of  the 
l^ocal  Govrmment  Bcwird.  That  would 
\tc  loeal  government  in  the  true  sense  of 
the  term.  Instead  of  that,  however,  the 
Hoard  has  acted  on  a  different  principle. 
It  must  lie  admitted  that  there  are 
different  terms,  and  great  van  at  ions  in 
practice.  If  a  loan  is  granted  through  a 
Bill  in  Parliament,  the  term  may  be  as 
long  as  sixty  years  ;  if  under  the  Public 
Hi-altb  Act,  fifty  years  ;  and  if  an  appli- 
cation is  made  Viy  the  Local  (Govern- 
ment Buard  under  the  Municipal 
Corpf>rations  Act,  the  term  is  only 
thirty  years.  That  generally  is  the 
practice.  Take  two  caaes  in  point.  If 
you  take  a  piece  of  moorland  for  a  water- 
shed you  ma7  have  a  terra  possibly  of 
100  years,  ff  on  the  other  hand  you 
apply  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  a  site  for 
a  tram  depot  in  the  centre  of  a  populous 
town,  you  arc  limited  by  the  provisions 
of  the  department  to  8'>nie  thirty  years. 
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That  is  an  inequality  most  difficult  to 
defend,  AVhat  is  the  result  nf  that 
system  ?  Suppose  thi'  money  in  each 
case  was  JClC)0,QOi>  there  would  be  a  very 
cunsiderable  difleicncc  in  the  annual  re- 
payments. Take  another  case  in  which 
I  think  the  Local  Government  Board  has 
exercised  its  discretion  unwisely.  In  one 
I  of  the  boroughs  it  was  decided  to  re- 
I  pave  certain  streets  with  wood  in 
I  the  very  best  possible  manner,  in- 
I  eluding  that  part  covered  by  the 
I  tram  lines.  It  was  also  resolved  to  pave 
'  the  side  walks  at  the  same  tinic.  The 
Boaixl  of  Trade  gave  a  period  of  thirty 
years  ;  yet  the  Local  Government  Board, 
for  the  |>4irts  outside  the  tram  lines,  and 
also  for  the  side  walks,  limited  the  period 
I  of  repayment  to  fifteen  years.  That  dif- 
ferential system  cast  a  considerably 
;  greater  burden  on  the  rate|myers.  The 
period  of  repayment  should  be  propor- 
I  tioned  to  the  life  of  the  work  for  which 
the  loan  is  granted.  The  contention 
of  the  persons  concerned  in  the  instance 
I  have  given  was  that  the  part  within 
the  tram  lines  was  the  one  to  suffer 
most  from  traffic,  and  that  the  other 
patts  would  only  be  little  a  flee  ted  ;  yet 
the  term  of  repayment  in  the  first  case 
[  was  double  what  it  was  iri  the  second. 
I  am  also  informed  that  there  is  erne 
class  of  work  of  the  very  highest  impor- 
tance, lioth  from  the  social  and  economic 
point  of  view,  which  has  been  \evy 
materially  impeded  by  the  action  of  the 
Local  (Government  Buard,  and  that  is  the 
housing  cif  tlie  working  classes.  The 
desire  on  thi^  piui  of  municipalities  in 
those  cases  is  to  provide  on  the  most 
reasonable  terms  for  those  who  arc  nnable 
to  olitain  house  accommodation,  nud  yet, 
owing  to  the  rapidfty  of  repayment,  the 
present  generation  is  compelled  to  pay  a 
xery  high  rate.  Everyone  will  admit 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  has 
an  important  function  to  fyliil  which 
is  ni»t  to  be  i>verlooked.  It  rests  with 
the  Board  to  protect  posterity 
from  any  undue  burden  being  imposed 
on  it  by  the  present  generation.  All  we 
ask,  in  view  of  the  inequalities  and  anoma- 
lios  between  the  department  and  Acta  of 
Parliament,  is  that  I  here  should  l>e  some 
uniform  and  reasonable  system ;  and,  above 
all,  that  where  modern  public  work?, 
which  are  generally  of  a  substantial 
character,  are  constructed  for  the  benefit 
of  the  community,  tht?  department  should 
have  fair  regard  for  the  prol>able  length 


223 


Supply 


of  life  of  such  works.    Rightly  or  wrongly, 
there  is  a  very  strong  feeling  among  all 
classes  of  local  authorities  that  the  dis- 
cretion of    the  department  has  not  been 
exercised  as  well  as  it  might  be.     I  trust 
that  what  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ' 
said  on  the  Finance  Bill  will  be  reraem- 1 
bered  by  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern-  ! 
ment  Board,  and  that  inducements  will  be  i 
oifered  to  corporations  to  avail  themselves  | 
of  the  financial  assistance  which  can  be  ; 
given  to  them,  and  which  is  valuable  not , 
only  to  the  corporations,  but  also  as  a  ! 
means  of  investment.     I  beg  to  move  the  j 
reduction  of  the  vote  by  £500.  . 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  Item  A   (Salaries)    be    reduced    to  I 
£500,  in  respect  of  the  salary  of  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board."— (6^/?-  Albert  \ 
Rollit.)  I 

*Mr.  gray  (West  Ham,  N.) :    I  wish  | 
strongly  to  emphasise  the  appeal  of  my 
hon.   friend.     The  decision  of  the  Local  ' 
Government   Board    has    had   a   baneful 
influence  on  the  progress  of  works  in  the  , 
borough  which  I  represent.     A  few  years  , 
ago    the   Board    of   Guardians   of   West 
Ham  applied   to  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  permission  to  raise  a  loan  in 
order  to  purchase  land  and  erect  build- 
ings   for    an    infirmary.        They    were 
informed  that  the  Board  had  no  power 
to     extend     the     period    of    repayment 
beyond      35      years.       An      Act     was 
passed      by     this     House    giving      the 
Board   power   to   extend    the   period    to 
60    years,    but     when     the     Board    of 
Guardians   applied  for  those  terms  they 
were  told  that  the  loan  on  land  must  be 
repaid  in  40  years,  and  that  on  buildings  | 
in  30  yeare.     Oddly  enough,  the  borough  i 
authorities    came    to  .Parliament  at  the 
same    time,    and     by     a     private     Bill 
obtained  permission  to  raise  a  loan  to  be 
repaid    in    60   years,    double  the  period 
allowed    to  the  Guardians  by  the  Local  ' 
Government  Board  for  the  loan  on  build- 
ings.     It   seems  tc   me  that,  while  some 
general  line  of  action  should  be  adopted  , 
l)y   the    various  Departments  concerned, 
the    rule    should    not     be     too     rigidly 
enforced  in    new    communities     such   as 
West     Ham,     which    in      thirty     years  \ 
has  grown    from    a   few    thousiuids     to ' 
a     population    of  over    a    quarter    of    a ' 
million.     All  our  loans  are  outstanding,  i 
and  it  is  unreasonable  that  the  taxation 
for  their  repayment  should  fall  entirely 
on  the  present  generation.     I  quite  agree 

Sir  A.  BolUL 
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that  we  should  have  some  regard  for  the 
burdens  which  we  impose  on  posterity, 
but  I  think  also  that  we  should  have 
regard  also  for  the  present  generation.  In 
fixing  the  date  for  the  repayment  of 
loans  regard  should  be  had  for  the  con- 
ditions of  the  community  concerned.  Ii 
a  borough  recently  incorporated,  with  a 
rapidly  growing  population,  it  is  necessary 
to  erect  infirmaries,  schools,  and  other 
public  buildings,  and  it  is  unreasonable 
to  compel  the  present  generation  to  pay 
for  them. 

Lord  E.  FITZMAURICE  (Wilts, 
Cricklade) :  I  wish  to  add  a  word  about 
the  borrowing  powers  of  county  councils, 
which  depend  upon  the  well-known 
clauses  of  the  Local  Government  Act, 
1888,  taken  in  connection  with  the  Local 
Loans  Act.  I  believe  that  the  result  of 
these  clauses  taken  together  is  that  the 
county  councils  cannot  borrow  under  any 
circumstances  for  a  period  of  more  than 
20  years.  Now,  I  am  not  an  advocate  for 
a  very  lengthy  period,  but  I  think  a  cast- 
iron  rule  is  a  mistake,  although  there  is  a 
tendency  to  put  a  little  too  much  upon 
posterity.  I  think  30  years,  considering 
the  character  of  some  of  the  buildings,  is 
too  short  a  term.  There  is  no  grievance 
with  regard  to  the  loans  for  main  roads 
and  pavements,  and  I  do  not  think  any 
loans  for  that  purpose  ought  to  exceed  30 
years.  The  matters  for  which  county 
councils  borrow  are  chiefly  for  the  erec- 
tion of  lunatic  asylums,  police  stations, 
and  matters  connected  with  the  constabu- 
lary. Owing  to  the  number  of  lunatics 
sent  into  asylums,  there  is  a  growing 
tendency,  which  cannot  be  avoided,  to  con- 
tract loans  for  the  purpose  of  enlargingasy- 
lums,  and  I  think  30  years  is  rather  a  short 
period  in  regard  to  matters  of  that  kind. 
In  almostevery  county  town  in  England  the 
accommodation  provided  for  the  county 
police  no  longer  supplies  the  requirements 
of  modern  ideas,  and  the  county  councils 
have  to  contract  a  considerable  debt  to 
make  provision  for  the  county  con- 
stabulary. Therefore  I  think  it  is  rather 
a  grievance  that  we  should  have  a  cast- 
iron  rule  fixing  the  period  at  30  years.  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  it  can  be  fairly 
argued  that  there  ought  to  be  dis- 
cretionary power  in  such  cases,  where 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  thinks  thjit  the  buildings  con- 
templated are  of  such  a  substantial 
character  that  a  longer  period  is  justifiable, 
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to  grant  a  longer  term   to  the  county 
council. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  I 
think  there  is  a  gr&it  deal  to  be  said  on 
the  other  side  oi  the  question.  One  of 
the  serious  dangers  of  modern  times  is  the  j 
great  increase  in  the  borrowing  tendency 
of  local  bodies.  I  think  we  ought  to  lay 
it  down  that  the  present  generation 
should,  within  a  reasonable  time,  pay 
for  these  improvements.  There  has  been  a 
very  great  change  during  the  hist  20  or 
30  years,  because  formerly  localities  had 
to  pay  4i  percent,  interest  for  these  loans, 
and  now  "they  get  them  for  very  little  over 
3  per  cent.  Therefore  thuy  have  borrowed 
the  money  to  very  great  advantage,  and 
the  amount  which  they  have  to  pay  in 
interest  makes  a  very  large  difference  in 
the  amount  that  has  to  be  paid  each  year 
for  the  repayment  of  these  loans.  Al- 
though I  should  not  say  that  the  period 
of  thirty  years  ought  never  to  be  ex- 
ceeded, I  should  be  very  sorry  indeed  to 
see  more  latitude  given  in  this  matter. 
Many  localities  are  now  borrowing  enor- 
mous sums  of  money— very  properly,  in 
most  cates— but  in  doing  so  they  ought  to 
be  prepared  at  the  time  to  pay  a  large 
proportion  of  the  cost  of  those  logins.  It 
is  quite  true  that  people  change  their 
notions  of  what  is  required,  and  it  has 
been  said  that  the  county  police  citations 
are  not  up  to  the  standard  at  which  they 
ought  to  be.  It  is  quite  possible  that  in 
another  thirty  or  forty  years  another 
change  may  take  place,  and  the  people 
may  then  think  that  the  present  stations 
are  not  good  enough.  I  think  we  should 
be  prepared  to  encourage  local  bodies  to 
pay  off  these  loans  within  thirty  years  in 
nearly  all  cases,  and  I  should  regret  to 
866  anything  done  to  secure  momentary 
popularity  which  would  make  borrowing 
more  easy.  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  will  not  be  t(X)  lenient^  and  not  give 
way  on  this  question. 

♦Sir  K  a  POWELL  (Wigan) :  I  think 
that  upon  this  occasion  we  ought  to  con- 
sider the  subject  with  thoughtfulness  and 
with  care.  I  feel  quite  sure  that  to  limit 
the  time  unduly  would  be  t^  hinder  pro- 
gress  by  preventing  localities  from  carry- 
ing out  great  improvements.  We  should 
have  regard,  in  all  canes,  to  the  nature  of 
the  works,  and  I  think  anyoiie  who  has 
obeerved  the  short  life  of  many  of  these 
works  will  feel  that  a  short  lime  ought  to 
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be  fixed  for  the  repayment  of  the  money 
borrowed.  We  have  not  only  to  con- 
aider  the  life  of  the  work,  but  also  the 
change  of  faJshion>  Many  of  the  works 
may  now  be  up  to  date,  hut  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years  they  may  become  old- 
fashioned  and  antiquated.  They  may  be 
like  the  machinery  in  a  textile  factory, 
which  may  be  perfectly  good  but  yet  out 
of  date,  and  has  to  make  way  for  better 
machinery.  The  same  thing  applies  to 
public  works,  and  that  is  a  consideration 
which  we  should  bear  carefully  in  mind. 
Then  we  have  to  consider  the  probable 
life  of  a  community,  for  some  of  them 
last  only  about  thirty  or  forty  years 
as  a  town,  and  then  they  often  return  to 
their  rural  condition  through  the  failure 
of  their  industry.  1  have  known  places 
in  Lancashire  which  in  my  boyhood  were 
country  districts,  but  became  centres  of 
industry,  and  now,  the  minerals  being 
exhausted,  have  again  become  country 
districts.  I  should  be  extremely  sorry 
to  see  the  term  made  so  limited  as  to 
hinder  progress,  but  at  the  same  time  I 
think  it  is  unwise  to  postpone  a  payment 
which  must  be  made  sooner  or  later,  and 
which  urdesB  care  is  taken  may  become 
most  oppressive  and  injurious  to  a 
coming  generation. 

*SiR  WALTER  FOSTEK  :  I  can  quite 
i  understand  the  desire  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  not  to  extend  the  period  of 
loans  generally,  considering  the  enoraious 
amount  of  the  local  indebtedness  of  this 
I  count  I  y.  But  there  arc  some  points  in 
which  a  little  leniency  might  bt^  exercised. 
Take  the  case  of  a  rural  district  where 
there  is  the  greatest  possible  difficidty  in 
obtaining  any  action  by  local  authorities 
for  Sfinitary  purposes  because  they  are 
frightened  by  an^^  increase  in  the  rates. 
Scores  of  small  urban  and  rural  districts 
are  in  a  condition  which  is  a  disgrace 
and  a  danger  to  the  whole  nation. 
We  shall  never  get  rid  of  that  state  of 
things  unless  we  enable  the  local  authori- 
ties to  carry  out  sanitary  works  under 
more  easy  conditions.  I  should  not  my- 
i  self  be  disinclined  to  see  some  central 
\  method  of  dealing  with  these  questions, 
although  I  am  afiaid  that  this  is  not 
!  likely  to  be  done.  I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  wise,  in  dealing  with 
loans  for  the  water  supply  and  for  sani- 
tary purposes  in  snch  areas  as  I  have 
alluded  to^  if  he  would  extend,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  period  for  repayment.     In 
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such  cases  as  these  it  is  not  only  thtr  com- 
munity which  is  likely  to  bo  endangered, 
but  even  the  whole  nation  roay  be  injured 
by  the  neglect  of  a  particular  local ity.  If 
that  state  of  things  can  be  avoided  by  the 
extension  of  the  period  of  repayment  for 
a  loan,  a  benclit  will  be  conferred  upon 
the  community  at  large, 

GENERAL  LAURIE  {Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest) :  My  view  is  that  if  com- 
munities are  determined  to  be  extrava- 
gant they  ought  to  pay  for  it,  and  pay 
for  it  within  a  limited  period.  Very 
often^fis  in  cases  with  which  I  have  been 
associated — it  is  not  the  local  authorities 
who  are  extravagant,  hut  the  Local 
Government  Board,  who  insist  upon  them 
being  extravagant.  Take  the  case  of 
mj  own  borough.  The  Loeal  Govern- 
ment Board  has,  no  doubt  most  wisely, 
insisted  that  they  should  sewer  and  lay 
on  fresh  water  supplies  into  the  borough. 
That  is,  therefore,  not  their  extraviigance^ 
for  it  is  done  by  the  direction  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  The  occupier  has  to 
meet  the  rates,  but  he  is,  in  many 
cases,  simply  a  leaseholder^  and  it  is  hard 
to  make  him  bear  the  burden  of  great 
permanent  improvements,  because  he 
undertakes  when  he  leases  the  ground 
and  puts  the  houses  on  it  that  he  will 
pay  all  the  taxes.  When  new  taxes  are 
sprung  on  a  community  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  the  occupiers  are 
called  upon  to  meet  the  whole  of  the 
expense  if  the  loan  is  to  be  paid  within  a 
limited  |>eriod»  and  not  spread  over  the 
whole  tenure  of  their  lease  ;  a  state  of 
things  which  they  never  contemplated  at 
the  time  when  the  lease  was  taken.  In 
such  cases  I  think  the  time  should  be 
much  more  extended  than  it  is  at  present, 
and  the  occupier  should  not  be  burdened 
with  the  whole  cost  of  the  improvements. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  I  desire  to  remind 
hon.  Members  who  have  spoken  that  in 
these  matters  the  Local  Government 
Board  are  the  trustees  for  posterity,  or  in 
other  words,  for  the  future  ratepiiyers  of 
the  country,  and  we  are  obliged  in  our 
discretion  to  t^ike  such  action  in  these 
matters  as  appears  to  us,  at  all  events,  to 
be  fair  to  all  the  interests  and  all  the 
parties  w^ho  are  concenied,  I  have  given 
the  greatest  attention  to  the  matters 
which  have  been  placed  bi-fore  me,  and 
after  considering  as  carefully  as  I  could  all 
the   various  points  of  view  which  have 
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been  submitted  to  ray  consideration,  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  T^ocal 
Government  Board  should  go  more  in  the 
direction  of  the  views  stated  by  my  hon, 
friend  the  Member  for  Islington.  WiA 
regaid  to  the  period  mentioned  for  loans 
with  respect  to  the  purchase  of  land»  ray 
hon.  friend  is  mistaken,  for  almost  invari- 
ably the  practice  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  is,  in  sanctioning  loans  for 
j  the  purchase  of  land,  to  allow  a  periixi  of 
!  fifty  years  for  its  repayment.  Therefore, 
I  heard  with  some  surprise  the  stat^ 
ment  which  fell  from  my  hon.  friend. 

Hm  ALBERT  ROLLIT  :  Perhaps  the 

light  hon.  Gentleman  will  permit  me  to 
say  that  if  I  was  mistaken  I  was  mis- 
informed. My  information  came  from 
one  of  the  tow^n  clerks  affected,  who  has 
been  in  communication  with  the 
Government  Board. 


I 


Mr.  CHAPLIN :  Then,  the  hon.  Mei 
for  West  Ham  called  my  attention 
case  which  had  occurred  only  the  other 
day,  in  which  he  said  some  land  hacl  been 
purchased  for  an  infirmary,  and  that  while 
the  town  council  bad  been  able  to  Ivorrow 
money  for  purposes  other  than  for  the 
purchase  of  land  at  a  period  of  sixty 
years,  in  this  case  the  Board  of  Guardians 
only  allow^ed  thirty  years. 

♦iMr.  GKAY  ;  I  said  that  thirty  yean 
was  the  period  which  the  Board  of 
Guardians  could  borrow  for  imder  the 
sanction  of  the  Ijocal  Government  Boatd 

for  the  liuildings. 

I      Mr,   CHAPLIN  :   Some    expectatioas 
,  appear  to  me  to  have  been  aroused  by  the 
I  Act  to  which  my   hon.  friend   referred, 
I  which   was    passed    in    the   year    1897^ 
j  Previously  to  that  lime  it  wita  ouite  tme 
I  that    in     the     purebitae     of     land    the 
Guardians  would    not    have    been   able 
to    obtain    a    loan    for   a     period     of 
more     than      thirty    years.      In      that 
respect  they  were  placed  at  a  grejit  dis- 
advantage as  compared  with  other  local 
authorities.       That    Act    extended     the 
period,  with  a  view  of  placing  Wmrda  of 
guardiutis  on  a  similar  footing  with  repaid 
to  the  purchase  of  land  as  other  autnari- 
ties.      It    appears     to    have     been    the 
expecUition  and  consequence  of  that 
that   wider  and   more    general    cl 
were  to  havi^  been  made  with   regard" 
the  pcritxls  for  loans  borrowed,     Ido  not 
think  that  I  need  to  go  into  the  varioua 
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questions  raised  by  my  hoii.  friend,  ex- 
cept in  one  particular  instance,  and  that 
is  allowing  a  period  of  30  years  in  the 
case  of  wood  iKLvements.  My  ovni 
experience  is  that  to  allow  30  yeai-s  for 
the  laying  down  of  wood  pavements 
would  be  an  extraordinary  time,  l>ecause 
the  paving  woulfl  perish  long  before  the 
repayment  of  the  loan  was  completed,  I 
could  not  sanction  any  proixjsal  of  that 
kind.  My  hon.  friend  raised  another 
question  with  whieh^  as  far  as  my 
feelings    are    concerned,    I    have 


own 
some 


sympathy,  and  that  is  the   question    of 


!    am 
^rkho 


loans  for  the  erection  of  workhouses  and 
ac  ommodation  for  the  aged  and  desernng 
poor.  But  there  is  another  side  to  that 
question.  It  roust  be  remembered  that 
the  repair  and  maintenance  of  such 
buildings  becomes  more  expensive  every 
year,  and  the  ratepayers  of  tlie  future 
will  have  to  find  the  money  for 
maintaining  and  extending  the  accommo- 
dation, as  well  as  the  interest  on  the  loan. 
I  think  the  House  ought  not  to  forget 
that  a  change  of  circumstances  very  often 
in  these  days  involves  great  expenditure^ 
and  very  often  expensive  alterations  have 
to  be  made.  Even  at  the  present  moment 
there  is  a  great  demand  for  better  accora^- 
raodation  in  the  workhouses  in  various 
parts  of  the  country  for  the  aged  poor, 
and  claims  in  this  direction  may  have  to 
be  made  at  no  distant  period  upon  the 
ratepayers  of  this  country.  If  we  were 
to  extend  the  period  for  the  repayment 
of  loans  for  such  purposes  to  50  or  60 
years,  which  I  think  hiws  bee^  suggested^ 
we  should  have  one  generation  of  rate- 
payers paying  for  the  new  and  the  old 
accommodation  as  well,  andf  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  that  would  be  a  most  unfair 
arrangement.  There  is  also  this  con- 
side  rati  on— that  the  shorter  the  period 
the  more  it  will  act  as  a  check  upon 
extravagance,  and  certainly  when  you 
consider  how  enormously  the  loans  bor- 
rowed by  local  authorities  are  increasing 
by  leaps  and  bounds  every  day,  I  do  think  i 
that  we  ought  not  very  willingly  to  part  i 
with  any  check  upon  extravagance  of  that  ' 
kind.  It  has  been  pointed  out  from  the 
benches  behind  me  that  this  expenditure 
is  often  incurred  undertheinstructionsand  I 
the  insistence  of  the  Local  Government  ^ 
Board  itself.  I  arknovrledge  thai, for  sanit- ' 
ary  purposes,  it  is  tho  duty  sometimes  of  the  I 
Local  Government  Board  to  give  instruc- 1 
dons  of  that  kind.  But  even  then  it  is  , 
impoesibl^  for    the    Local   Government 


Board  to  supervise  all  the  details  of  ex- 
penditure for  this  purpose.  But,  even  in 
such  cases,  where  it  may  have  required 
the  erection  of  certain  buildings  or 
accommodation,  it  is  very  desirable  that 
there  should  be  as  much  inducement  as 
possible  for  the  local  authority  to  confine 
the  expenditure  within  the  smallest  limits 
they  possibly  can,  consistently  with  the 
due  performance  of  the  work  Having 
regard  to  the  great  increase  in  the 
indobtednesa  of  the  local  authorities 
throughout  the  country,  and  having 
regard  to  all  those  other  considerations 
to  which  I  have  alluded,  I  am  not  dis- 
posed, and  I  should  bo  most  reluctant,  to 
meet  the  views  of  hon.  Gentlemen  with 
regard  to  the  extension  of  the  period  for 
repayment,  io  the  interest  of  the  rate- 
payers of  the  future,  or  to  proceed  in  the 
direction  in  which  they  ask  me  to  pro- 
ceed. The  hon.  Member  opposite  urged 
that  in  regard  to  sanitary  matters  some 
concessions  might  be  made  ;  but,  wbeu  I 
come  to  consider  the  various  purposes  for 
which  sanitary  expenditure  is  incurred, 
and  the  different  times  allowed  for 
the  loans  for  different  purposes,  I 
cannot  think  that  there  is  any 
great  necessity  in  this  case  for  a  change, 
or  that  improvements  are  prevented 
because  the  periods  for  repayment  are 
not  extendeil.  The  question  of  sewage 
was  mentioned,  but  in  such  a  case  as  that 
we  have  discretionary  power  to  allow 
forty  years,  and  I  do  not  think  that  that 
period  is  so  short  as  to  prevent  wise  and 
necessary  improvements  being  carried  out 
which  would  otherwise  be  accomplished. 
My  hon.  friend  complained  that  the 
County  Councils  were  not  allowed  more 
than  thirty  years  for  the  erection  of 
lunatic  asylums,  police-stations,  and 
matters  of  that  kind.  He  thought  there 
was  no  grievance  in  regard  to  the  main 
roads,  but  in  these  cases  my  hon.  friend 
thinks  that  the  period  might  be  increased, 
I  should  say  that,  generally  speaking, 
the  arguments  I  have  endeavoured  to  put* 
forward  with  regard  to  workhouses  and 
accommodation  for  the  aged  poor  apply 
in  exactly  the  same  degree  to  the  case  of 
lunatic  asylums,  and  I  am  more  disposed 
in  that  direction  to  be  lenient,  I  am 
vGTy  sorry  indeed  that  it  should  fall  to 
my  lot  or  that  I  should  conceive  it  to 
bo  my  duty  to  resist  a  demand  made 
by  so  many  hon.  Members  representing 
various  constituencies,  but  for  the  general 
reasons  which  I  have  stated  I  have  como 
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*Mr.   MENDL   (Plymouth)  :     I 
much  regret  that  such  a  cast-iron  mlo  iti 
regard  to  local  loans  should  exist.     The 
case   to    which    the    hon.     Member    for 
West    Ham   referred    wiia  the  case  of  a 
new  community  which  has  grown  up  in 
a   generation  and   had  ail  its  loans  out- 
standing ;  but  the  community  I  represent 
is   a  very  old  community  which  is  now 
being  transformed  into  a  new  town.     In 
consequence   of  the  conditions  on  which 
the  local  loans  are  obtained  and  repaid,  | 
that   new   town  is  being  built  up  at  the  j 
sole     expense      of     the     present     rate- 
payers.      Whole     streets      are       being 
pulled        down        and       rebuilt,       and 
water  works,  etc.,  are  being  erected  at 
their  expense.     The   natural   result  of  a 
system  of  this  kind  is  to  discourage  any 
Local  Committee  from  improving  an  old 
town.    It  is  a  matter  of  very  great  regret 
that     the     right     hon.     Gentleman     is 
not  aVile  to  hold  out  some  hope  that  some 


taken  as  substantially  representing  aU  the 
pauper   schools    of   the    country,        The 
condition   is   worse    in   London    because 
the  schools  are  larger,  but  the  vices  of  this 
system  of  training  are  ol>^  ious  erery where. 
The  conclusion  the  Committee  came  to  wa» 
that  the  system  was  an  extremely  expen- 
sive one,  and  an  extremely  unwholesome 
one.        The    herding  vast    numbers   of 
children  together  in  large  institutions  has 
a  deadly  effect  on  herlth  and  character ; 
I  it    produces    worse    results   than     when 
children    are    brought    up  even    in    the 
poorest  homes.     The  Committee  give  a 
number  of  recommendations  for  the  sup* 
pression  of  this  system  altogether.      1 1  was 
shown  that  the  average  cost  for  17,000 
pauper  children  was  i:29  5s.  M.  per  bead, 
or  lis.  per  child  a  week  ;  that  ia  to  say, 
the  cost  of  bringing  up  a  pauper  child  ia 
about   half   the  income    of    an    average 
working  chiss  family   containing  six    or 


alteration  might  be  made  in  the  existing  geveo  persons.  At  the  Ilanwell  school 
eystem  of  repayment  of  local  loans,  as  the  '  the  cost  ran  up  per  child  to  as  much  aa 
natural  result  of  it  is  to  discourage  local  i  £42  15s.  2±  The  cost  of  that  enormoas 
progress  in  consequence  of  the  unfair  institution  was  £177,000.  That,  in  any 
burden  imposed  upon  existing  ratepiyera  I  ^ase,  is  a  wasteful   expense  in  the  highest 


by  the  cost  of  permanent  improvements 
being  thrown  entirely  on  them. 

Original      question     again     proposed. 
Motion  by  lea^c  withdrawn. 

Mr,  SAMUEL  SMITH  :  I  l>egto  move 
the  reduction  of  the  salary  of  the  Presi^ 
dent  of  the  Local  Government  Board  by 
JEIOO,  in  order  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  administration   of  the    ^^^^^    ^,^    _ 
barrack     schools    for     pauper    children  1  metropolis, 
under  the  present  Poor  Law  system.     I  I  ^ever    al>su 
wish  to  specially  remind  the  Committee  1  Ophthalmia 
that   the   Poor  I^aw  Schools  Committee  |  ^re  times  w 


degree.     But   that   in   itself   would    not 

matter  bo  much  if  the  system  were  not 

such  a  bad  one.     I  do  not  think  there  is 

a     philanthropist    who   does    not   a^ee 

that  to   herd    fifteen  hundred    children 

together  in  an  institution  where  they  are 

only  known  by  numbers  is  anything  but 

I  injurious  to  the  health  of  thc^e  children, 

I  The  rate  of  mortality  is  far  higher  than 

'  that    of    the    poorest     families    in    the 

Infectious      diseases      are 

isent    from    these    institutions. 

js  a  constant  scourge  ;  there 

hen  as  many  as  20  per  cent,  ol 


issued    what  is  a  most  important  report  \  i\^q  children  are  ill  at  a  time  ;  in  some  of 
on  the  extremely  unwholesome  character  j  ti^^  schiwls  all    the   children   have  ^'^*- 


of  the  barrack  school  system.  My  object 
in  bringing  the  matter  before  the  Commit- 
tee to-night  is  to  spur  on  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  and  to  spur  on  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  to  carry  out  the  l>roader  p[>licy 
of  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee. 
That  Committee  was  presided  over  by 
Mr.  Mundella,  and  contained  a  number  of 
well-known  gentlemen,  and  altogether 
was  a  very  strong  and  competent  Com- 
mittee to    deal    with    the    question    of 

Mn  Chaplin. 


visited  with  this  plague  at  one  time  or 
another,  and  great  numbers  of  them  bavo 
their  eyes  weakened  for  life  ;  they  go  out 
into  the  world  heavily  handicapped  from 
this  cause  alone.  The  report  of  one  of  tho 
merlical  officers  shows  that  you  cannot 
have  a  numl>er  of  children  herded 
together  without  mischief  of  this  kind 
occurring.     He  wiys — 

**  In  the  pchoole  qjs  conducted  at  present, 
with  the  exception  of  Han  well,  every  chil«l 
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loses  it«  education  direetly  it  ^^ets  njthtlialTnia,  i 
The  attack  often  lasts  for  niontbB  in  greater  > 
or  less  severity,  daring  the  whole  of  which 
time  the  ch'M   ceasefi  to  have    any  irienial 
training    or  l-o   *^  Bubjected   to    tlje    school  | 
discipline.     Although  in  Home  cosea  I  he  time 
that  active  eye   miachief  is  present   if*   com- 

I^aratively   Bhort,   the    eye    triri?    retiiaiii   un-  ' 
lealtliy,    or    in    a    Btate     that    necessitates  1 
ijtolatioD  during  many  months.     Throughont  j 
thia  |3erkd  the  chil*iren  niant  spend  their  days 
in  the  room  or  airing  yard   of  the  isolation  I 
w*ard.     They  have  for  companions  only  other  I 
children  alilicteii  in    the  sanie  way  ;  they  are  i 
cut  off  from  their  friends,  from  their  games 
in     the     field,     from     their    walks     in     the 
oountry.  from  their  work  in  the  school  or  in 
the  shop  ;  if  able  to  read  they  have  no  oppor- 
tunity, and  they  are  not  ill  enough  to  interest 
others.     Thus,  in  the  mihler  eases  the  restric- 
tions neceBiiary  for  preventing  thtr  spread  of 
the  malady  constituto  a  niii<*h  greater  imme- 
diate evil  lor  the  affected  children  than  does 
the  disease  itself." 

But  this  is  not  the  only  disease  prevalent 
in  these  schools  ;  ringworm  and  skin- 
diseases  are  also  very  common,  and  the 
average  health  of  the  children  is  very  low 
indeed.  That  seems  to  be  a  terrible  con- 
dition of  things,  and  althougli  everybody 
knows  that  it  is  practically  true,  still  the 
system  is  going  on,  and  nothing  whatever 
has  been  done  to  improve  it.  The  Report 
on  the  education  of  the  children  is  also 
very  unsatisfactory  ;  the  standard  at- 
tained is  very  much  below  that  of  ordinary 
elementary  schools.  The  inspection  is 
not  by  the  ordinary  class  of  inspectors 
subject  to  the  requirements  of  the  Code, 
but  by  a  special  class  under  the  Local 
Government  Board.  The  Keport  of  the 
Commission  states  : 

**  The  information  we  have  ohl.ained,  con- 
firmed as  it  has  been  by  our  [personal  observa- 
tion and  examination,  haa  convinced  us  that, 
in  many  of  the^e  particulais,  the  Poor  Law 
Schools  of  the  Metropolii*  are  far  helow  the 
standard  UHually  attained,  age  for  age,  by  the 
children  in  public  elementary  schools.*' 

The  schools  are  not  under  the  Education 
Department,  but  the  Local  Government 
Board.  But  w^orst  of  all  in  my  opinion  is 
the  evil,  the  demoralising  effect  on  charac- 
ter, especially  in  the  case  of  girls,  of  the 
life  of  the  schools.  There  is  only  one 
opinion  among  all  the  witnesses  as  to  the 
deailening  eti'ect  of  this  herding  of  masses 
of  children  without  love  or  affection ,  I 
should  like  to  quote  two  or  three  proofs 
of  this.  Miss  Whit  worth  has  acted  for 
several  years  as  Secretary  ffir  that  ad- 
mirable Society,  the  Metropolitan  Associa- 
tion for  Befriending  Young  Servants. 
She  gives  a  list  of  these  faults  : 


ne.sH,  wiTelessTie><.s  idlenew^,  (dtstinaey,  and  a 
curious  ignorance  of  comiiion  thiiigHj" 

This  witness  also  alludes  to  another 
trait  in  thechanicter  of  the  girls,  They 
are  unable,  she  says,  to  face  any  dlfflculty, 
and  they  are  in  despair  at  a  small  trouble* 

"  A  ^irl  only  thinks  f*he  wouhl  '  like  to  1^ 
dea^l/  or  to  conimit  ,siiicide  or  sotiiething, 
when  she  eetii  into  a  minor  trtmhle  or  difficulty* 
Perhajw  aTie  is  ]mt  npatairs  for  a  hulf-day,  ftiid 
she  s*aya  she  will  never  do  anytliing  again  as 
loiijj^  iL^  nlie  liven,  ami  will  never  be  seen  alive 
a^ain  ;  that  kind  of  thln^  is  very  eonmion  ; 
the  inability  to  faix^  dimenlty  comiiH  from 
never  having  had  any  difficulties  to  face  ;  a  girl 
in  BchcHjl  has  so  few  difficultieB,  she  does  not 
know  what  it  is  to  have  survived  them,  and 
8 he  thinks  she  cannot  survive  them. 

"  This  failing  is  attributed  by  the 
witnei^i^  to  the  f>u;t  that  the  children  have 
everything  done  for  them  at  the  school,  and 
that  they  necessarily  lead  a  mechanical  and 
routine  life.  The  following  is  the  testimony 
of  a  lady  who  Ims  worked  for  twelve  years 
ufiiongst  workhouse  girls  :— 

**  In  district  school  girls,  with  filcarcely  an 
exception,  I  have  found  very  strongly  marked 
what  I  think  is  a  great  characteristic  of  the 
girls  brought  up  in  ^uch  large  schools  -  intense 
obstinjicy  and  auUenness.  ...  I  do  not 
remember  a  single  instance  of  exactly  the 
name  kind  of  temper  among  the  other  girln, 
the  greater  number  of  whom  come  from  very 
poor  homes  ;  their  fathers  dock  labourei-s,  and 
large  families  living  in  one  or  two  roonie.  [ 
do  feel  most  strongly  that  family  life,  even 
among  the  very  poort  has  an  entirely  ditlerent 
effeet  on  the  character  of  a  child  from  life  in  a 
large  school/' 

Dn  Barnardo  is  dso  a  gentleman  who  has 
had  vast  experience  of  this  8ul>ject.  He 
has  passed  through  his  hands  altogether 
1 1,000  children.  His  evidence  before  the 
Commission  is  of  immense  value.  With 
regard  to  the  girls  he  says  :— 

"  The  mental  condition  of  the  girls  has  been 
a  source  of  great  amazement  to  nie,  their  dul- 
nais  and  ineajjacity,  an*!  espeeifillv  tho 
animalism  of  their  temi*rs,  I  have  hiwi  .*^ome 
of  theHC  caneH  which  have  been  the  mast  fier- 
plexing  I  have  ever  had  in  all  my  experience* 
and  I  have  been  coMipelled  to  reject  moat  of 
these  girb  a-s  unfitted  for  emignition.  I  did 
so  with  grent  regret,  but  there  wa»  no  hope  of 
inv  being  able  eventuaUy  to  emigrate  them. 
I  ilo  not  know*  whether  a  topic  of  tliis  sort  may 
}m3  uj^efully  introduced  here;  but  I  am  bound 
to  sjiy  iliat  evil  habits  are  much  ntore  pre- 
valent than,  I  think,  the  public  have  any  con - 
<*eption  of  in  all  Poor  Lnw  eslaiblishments  of  a 
Ijiirrack  cla#<s  in  wliich  girlw  are  aggregated.'* 

Now,  I  particularly  ask  the  Committee  to 
listen  to  this  sentence  : — 


'*  Verv^  few  girls  come  from  Poor  Law  institu- 
tions who  havi3  not,  apmirently,  Vieen  nmre  or 
less  cotitaminated.     When  these  chihiren  w^ere 
!  stmt  down  lo  our  village  hunie,  or  to  our  other 
Rudenew,  sullennessj  violence,  destrticlive-    homes,  the  facta  crept  out  in  a  few  days  in  their 


235  Si^tf 

own  conuininications  with  othor  jjIitIh  iri  I  ho 
eollnt^e.  Our  small  cottaj^eH  '^uvg  us  so  iiHic'h 
more  t*p|rt^ituinty  uf  Finding  tliy  «vil  out  much 
more  qmckty  than  won  Id  havij  i^tliervvi?**;  been 
tlie  case.'* 

I  do  not  think  that  an3^one  will  deny  the 
substantial  truth  of  what  1  stated.  These 
facts  are  admitted  on  all  hands^  and 
although  this  Report  waa  issued  five  or 
six  years  ago,  this  scandalous  condition 
of  things  ia  stil!  going  on. 

Mr,  CHAPLIN  :  No,  no ;  it  is  not. 


{ COM MONB }        {Cidl  Smyire  SdinwUJ^.         2U 

iiddition  to  wkich  there  are  4,000  boarded 
out  with  other  unions.  Another  recom- 
mendation is  that  these  children  shoukl 
he  separated  from  the  penal  class  as  much 
as  possible.  They  should  be  brought  up 
in  a  healthy  home,  in  God's  ordinance^ 
which  is  the  only  way  to  bring  them  up. 
One  of  the  rules  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  is  that  no  child  can  b« 
boarded  out  at  a  greater  cost  than 
48.  a  week.  In  the  pauper  school 
they  cost  lis.  a  week,  but  to  be 
boarded  out  ihcy  must  not  cost  more 
than  4s.  Just  consider  what  an  absurd 
limit  that  is.  Is  it  not  better  to  board 
them  ojit  for  5a.  or  6s.  or  Sa.  per  week 
rather  than  keep  them  in  thetie  barrack 
schools  at  a  cost  of  1 1  s.  per  week  1  I  have 
one  quotation  which  1  would  like  to  give 
to  the  House  as  to  the  advantage  of  home 
training  — 


"One  advantage  to  the  child  of 


tK>ardi]» 


Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH:  I  believe 
theie  has  been  one  change.  There  ia  the 
Sutton  school,  containing  1,500  children, 
and  I  1  relieve  u  scheme  is  now  in  progress 
for  removing  some  of  that  great  mas8  of 
children.  But  the  great  bulk  of  the 
schools,  which  contain  52,000,  are  still  in 
the  same  condition  that  they  were  five 
years  ago.  How  long  are  we  going  to  be 
before  we  alter  it?     The   way   m  which 

we  are  wedded  to  this  system  has  some-    allows  development  of  personal  afft-ctums, 
times  infwie  me  think  that  there  must  be    cou™  the  hoine  trainiinf  i»  i^hat  ban  made 

some   persons   interestefl  in   these   large    l^  ^""^tl  "".^t^^^ 

,  ..*,  ,  .     ,  1  ^      ^^*     Home  training  involves  a  great  mAnv 

establishments  where  such  large  numbers  I  things  which  perhaps  men  know  leas  of  ihaii 
of  children  are  herded  together  because  |  women  ;  it  is  the  amall  details  of  every  «Uy 
of  thediHicultv  there  is  to  change  their  I  *io"i«  'i^e  that  bring  out  the  chamcter  of  * 
habits.  I  cannot  doubt  that  one  of  the  ^l^^^'^^  that,  a^  it  -rown  up.  enable  U, 
,  .  .    .    ^     1  .  ,       .  .  though  unconseioaHlv,  to  develop  self  depen- 

Chief  obstacles  to  the  adoption  of  a  more  }  dence,  resouruefulnesi^.  thriftiness  ;  it  leww 
humane  aystcm  is  the  class  of  officials  who  j  by  the  example  of  itii  elders.  This  is  a  per- 
draw    good    iialaries,    and     the     persons    f^tly  iinconBciouH  inHuenco,  and  no  amoiuil 

interested    in     the    contracts   given     to  I  ^f /*«^*"Ti^\»,'^^'*^''\'r  ^^^^^^^  *^"i1 

^t         ,      J.     J.  Ill-       .i^iMi  Ri*«      »    child     that     particular     claaa     of 

them  for  feeding  and  cloihmg  the  children.  ^3,penence    whi^h     it    get^    in    the    eveiy- 

I    notice<i    the    other   day    a  scheme  for  |  day     home    life— the    rubs     an«l      frirtioBf 

building  large  numbers  of  cottage  homes,  l  that  come  from  brothers  and  sisters  and  eldeiv 

but  they  are  to  be  built  in   large  villages,  '  ^^*^  youug^ters;  the  selfdenial  that  it  —  •- 
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and  the  cost  of  each  house  would  come  to 
£200.  For  that  you  could  buihl  a  first- 
class  workman's  house.  The  Gnardians 
will  not  move  unless  we  can  move  public 
opinion  in  this  House,  and  the  only  reason 
that  I  raise  the  question  here  to-night  is 
in  order  to  let  the  public  know  what  is 
being  done.  Now,  what  I  propose  to  do 
is  to  suggest  that  some  of  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  Comtnittee  which  lepoited 
five  years  ago  should  be  carried  out.  The 
principal  recommendation  of  the  Cooi- 
mittee  was  to  board  out  the  children  in 
respectable  working  cla.s8  homes,  as  is 
done  in  every  country  but  this— as  is 
done  in  Scotland  with  such  excellent 
results,  where  the  number  of  pauper 
children  disappear,  because  they  are 
brought  up  with  other  children,  and  so 
lose  their  [>auper  taint.  The  total  num* 
ber  of  children  boarded  out  now  in  this 
country  is  2,000  out  of  the  52,000,   in 

Mr.  Samud  Smiik 


parent-B  going  through  when  times  are  bed, 
the  happiness  when  times  are  better;  the 
need  oi  forethought ;  the  depejidenoe  for 
puceess  on  industrious  haliitf*  ;  the  value  of 
money  and  chit  hew  —  from  all  theae  the 
boartfed-out  child  leanis  and  realises  what  the 
life  that  ia  roming  to  it  will  be.  Then  th«r« 
in  another  thing,  home  life  drawA  out  the 
personal  affections,  and  I  think  it  ta  one  ef 
the  mojit  terrible  things  in  workhouses  or  in 
very  large  H^^hool^  that  a  child  who  can  else- 
where he  trained,  up  f  o  a  certain  aije,  through 
itf4  atlections  has  that  particular  it«ni  ~ 
human  character  |i«rfectly  undeveloped, 
believe  that  i»  the  reason  that  so  many  of 
in  after  life  fall.  I  am  not  ttpeaking  against 
the  ofFu'ers  of  the  schools.  I  think  lliev  do 
good  work  as  far  a^  they  can,  but  it  in  a  fthoer 
uiii>(>Hribiliiy  that  they  can  do  what  can  ooly 
he  done  in  tbe  ordiuarv^  ever\'day  home. 

*'  Then  another  noint  i^  that  they  are  edu- 
cated in  afaniiiy  ot  mixed  ages*  and  both  »bxm* 
which  IK  most  important*  Of  ooiuroe,  it  b 
impofif^ible  in  a  large  $*ehf>ol  or  in  a  large  wcirk^ 
houf*e  to  altow  the  boyn  and  girls  to  mix 
togiHher,  and  they  never  see  each  other  fnmi 
one  year's  end  to  anottter  This  ijs  a  scriotiii 
drawback  in  after  life,  e«|»ecially  with  girla ; 
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they  have  not  l>e€n  acciif*tome4  to  rereive  the 
respect  which  a  boy  ought  tu  ^ive  to  a  y;\r]  in 
hii*  own  cottage  home*  they  tlo  not  know  how 
to  treat  l»oyH,  tlie,y  have  never  seen  them  ; 
consequently  thev  do  not  know  how  to  treat 
young  men,  nor  do  the  young  men  know  how- 
to  treat  the  girls  when  they  meet  them." 

Next  to  the  system  of  boarding  out,  I 
wookl  put  Cottage  Homes,  By  Cottage 
Homes  I  do  not  mean  a  largo  villag©  of 
twenty  or  thirty  houses,  which  results  in 
many  hundreds  of  children  h^ing  brought 
together,  but  the  Cottage  Homes  like 
those  of  the  Slieffield  Union,  where 
twenty  or  thirty  children  are  put  under 
the  cax^e  of  a  kind  motherly  house-mother, 
and  the  children  attend  the  public  schools 
of  the  place,  and  live  as  natural  a  life  as 
possible,  I  desire  to  separate  the  children 
fr«tm  everything  which  contains  the  least 
panper  taint.  The  last  thing  towhichi  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
18  a  method  of  w^hich  I  have  myself 
very^  great  experience,  and  that  is  emi- 
gration, and  I  say,  of  all  the  means  at 
our  disfjosal^  that  is  the  best  way  of  die- 

rosing  of  pauper  or  deserted  children, 
have  had  very  considerable  experience  of 
tliis  system,  and  have  been  a  party  to  the 
emigration  of  3,000  poor  children  from 
Liverpool  to  Canada.  These  were  not 
Poor  Law  children,  bnt  rather  waifs  and 
strays  and  the  really  destitute  ;  but  they 
had  not  the  name  of  pauper  children,  which 
ie  such  a  brand  of  inferiority  in  Canada. 
These  children  get  on  far  better  in 
Canada  than  is  possible  in  this  old  and 
crowded  country.  They  easily  find  there 
homes  in  the  houses  of  yeoman  farmers^ 
where  they  live  with  the  family,  and 
are  often  adopted,  and  the  vast  majority 
do  well  in  after-life.  One  great  advantage 
li  that  they  are  entirely  cut  off  from  their 
degraded  relatives  in  this  country,  who 
constantly  get  hold  of  the  pauper  chil- 
dren when  they  come  out  of  the  insti- 
tutions and  drag  them  back  to  vice  and 
misery.  Here  we  have  an  overplus  of 
children  ;  every  channel  is  choked  up.  In 
Canada  there  is  a  large  free  channel  j  but 
instead  of  seeing  that  system  increase  it 
IB  steadily  diminishing.  At  one  time  the 
Board  of  Guardians  of  Liverpool  used  to 
emigrate  400  children  a  year,  and  now  it 
U  78.  No  doubt  there  are  difficulties  in 
the  way,  little  trifling  expenses  of 
£1  here  and  XI  there,  which  the 
guardians  cannot  see  their  way  to  pay; 
but  in  reality  it  is  a  great  economy.  You 
«etid  these,  children  for   a  six   months' 


training ;  you  pay  them  about  £10  a 
head,  allow  them  their  passiige  money 
to  Canada ;  the  whole  thing  can  be 
done  for  £15,  or  £20  at  the  outside, 
instead  of  £300.  Looking  at  it  from 
an  economic  point  of  view,  there  does 
seem  to  be  an  enormous  saving  in  treat- 
ing the  children  in  this  w^ay,  and  I  can- 
not understand  the  practice  in  this 
conn  try  in  regard  to  it.  When  I  blame 
the  guardians  they  say  it  is  the  fault  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  when 
1  speak  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
upon  the  subject  they  lay  the  blame 
upon  the  Iw.wirds  of  guardians.  In 
Canada  we  have  5,000,000  of  people 
with  unlimited  territory  ;  in  crowded 
London  we  have  6,000,000  of  people  and 
multitudes  of  children  ;  and  yet  nothing 
is  done  to  make  use  of  this  grand  channel 
for  the  disposition  of  our  pauper  children. 
A  great  portion  of  these  workhouse  chil- 
dren are  children  of  parents  who  have 
contracted  the  taste  for  drink,  which  they 
have  transmitted  to  their  descendants, 
and  in  their  surroundings  in  this  country 
they  have  become  drunkards.  But  we 
have  thousands  of  these  children,  who 
have  been  sent  to  Canada,  who  have 
grown  up  to  manhood  and  womaidiood 
free  from  temptation,  and  have  remained 
all  their  lives  total  abstainers.  Surely, 
w^hen  the  House  is  aware  of  the  enormous 
advantages  of  this  system,  they  ought  to 
bring  pressure  to  l>ear  on  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  the  boards  of 
guardians  to  look  better  after  these  poor 
children.  It  is  very  hard  to  see  why 
refonns  of  this  kind  are  so  slow  of  being 
adopted  in  England.  I  believe  we  re- 
quire legislation  to  bring  power  to  bear 
on  biickward  boards  of  gtiardians,  and  to 
stop  vicious  parents  taking  their  children 
from  school  a?id  tramping  about  the 
country  with  them,  because  the  children 
in  the  process  acquire  vicious  habits  and 
are  continually  thrown  upon  the  rates. 
They  deal  far  more  sumnmnly  in  America 
with  these  vicious  parents.  The  children 
are  by  law  taken  out  of  the  hands  of 
vicious  parents,  and  put  under  the  con- 
trol of  trustees  up  to  the  age  of  18  and  21, 
and  so  sfived  from  continuing  the  vicious 
lives  to  which  their  parents  are  con- 
demned. We  require  something  of  the 
kind  in  this  country,  but  w^e  are  so 
drearl fully  jealous  of  the  rights  of  parents 
I  that  wc  have  hitherto  refused  to  interfere 
J  with  their  rights  over  their  unhappy  off- 
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spring.     I  bope  that 


one  result  of  this  ' 
Jebate  will  ho  that    something    will    be 
done  by  the  Local  Government  Boanl  in 
regard  to  the  treatment  of  pauper  child- 
ren more  encouraging  than  in  the  past. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 

**That  Item  A  (Salaries)  be  rediice<l  by 
£50,  in  respect  of  tlie  salary  of  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board."  —  (Mr. 
Satnuci  Smith,) 


Mr.   flower  (Bradford,   West)  :   I 
rise  to  ask  the  President  of   the  Locali 
Government  Board  for  some  information 
as  to  the  policy  he  desires  to  adopt  in 
substitution   for   the   system  of  barrack 
schools.       The    right    hon.    Gentleman 
stated    that    the    Sutton    school    is    to 
be  closed  ;    but  I  shoiild    like    to  know 
when,  and    to  what  purpose    that  very 
large  building  is  to  be  devoted.     I  ex- 
press the  hope  that  that  building  will  not 
be   devoted    to   children   ^vho    may    be 
described  as  feeble-minded  and  defective. 
Apart  from  the  future  of  the  buildings, 
what  is  the  policy  of  the  Department  in 
regard  to  the  future  of  the  children  in 
these  large   schools  t       The   right   hon. 
Gentleman  has  spoken  of  the  comparative 
failure  of  the  boardiag-out  system.     I  am 
afraid    that   for    that   failure   a   certain 
amount  of  blame  is  to  be  attached  to  the 
Department,      Only   two   of   the   unions 
connected     with    the    Sutton    school— 
Woolwich  and  Camberwell — have  availed 
themselves   of   the   boarding-out  system, 
and  that  to  a  very  limited  extent.     The 
plan  of  the  Local  Government  Board  of 
building    blocks    to  accommodate   sixty 
children  is  one  which  requires  more  com-  i 
plete  experiment  than  it  has  yet  obtained  i 
before   it   should   be   sanctioned   to  any 
large  degree.     The  block  system  is  un- 
doubtedly    better      than      the     barrack 
system,  but  it  is  open  to  the  chief  objec- 
tion to  the  barrack  system — namely,  the 
creation     of    an     artiBcial      atmosphere 
around  the  children.     Probably  you  will 
obtain  a  higher  percentage  in  regard  to 
sanitation,  health,  ophthalmia,  etc. ;  yet  you 
cannot  from   an   ethical    or   educational 
standpoint  regard  these  blocks  of  houses 
as  being  at  all  an  adequate  or  advisable 
way  of   dealing   with    the    children.      I 
would  like  to  know  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman     whether     his      Department 
had  reidly  decided  to  sanction  the  pro- 


purchase  of  land  in  Essex  on   which  to 
erect  blocks  of  cottages  for  250  childreu 
which    are    at   present    in    the    Sutton 
flchcK)ls.      If  the  Stepney  Board  of  Guar- 
dians had  pursued  a  similar  course  to  thai 
adopted   by   the   Whitechapel    Board  of 
Guardians  they  might  have   found  that 
they  eould  have  reduced  the  number  of 
children  to  be  dealt  with  by  40  or  50  per 
cent.     An  even  more  dangerous  departure 
is,    I    understand,    contemplated     by  the 
Poplar  Board  of  Guardians,   who   propoM 
to  found  a  whole  village  of  pauper  chil- 
dren at  a   minimum   coat   of   X100,00(X. 
And  Greenwich  and    Dulwich,   I  under- 
stand,   also  propcise   to   go  in   for    lai^ 
blocks,     I  would  suggest  to  my  right  hoo. 
friend  that,  in  sanctioning  the  building  of 
these  blocks  of  schools,  he  is  taking  a  step 
which  in  the  event  of  failure  it  would  * 
exceedingly  difficult  for  him  to  redn 
If  you  once  have  these  large   blocks  of 
buildings  erected,  you  have  them  on  your 
hands  for  all  time  to  come,  and  it  would 
be  impossible,  however  unfavourable  ihe 
refiults  may  be,  to  effect  any  change  or 
reform,  at  *.ny  rate  for  many   years  to 
come.     The   great    difficulty   about    the 
boarding-out    system   advocated    by    my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Flintshire  is 
that  of  securing  suitable  foster  parents 
and  adequate  inspection.     In   regard  to 
the  difTieulties  of    inspection    1    am    not 
quite  sure  that  the  remedy  does  not  lie 
with  the  Local  Government  Board  them- 
selves.    If    they    had    carried    out    the 
recommendation   of    their   own    Depart- 
mental    Committee    they    would     haTe 
appointed  several  lady  inspectors,  instead 
of    one  only.     The  duties  of  inspection 
have  not  been   carried   out   with    much 
discretion  or  tact.    Obviously  you  do  not 
encourage  working  people   to  come  for- 
ward and  express  their  willingness  to  aci 
as  foster  parents  if  they  are  to  be  treated 
by  the  inspectors  as  **  persons  to  be  found 
out,"     There  has,  however,  never  been  a 
case  in  which  boarding-out  has  proved  a 
failure  in  the  Australian  colonies,  and  I 
do  not  believe  myself  that  the  difficuliiea 
I  have  mentioned  are  insurmountable  if 
properly  dealt  with.     In  large  industrial 
communities,  such  as  W'oolwich—  which  is 
building  blocks  of  houses,  each  to  accom- 
modate sixty  children— ^it  would  be  abso- 
lutely absurd  to  say  that  you  could  not 
get  forty  respectable  working  men  and 
their  wives  to  undertake  the  care  of  these 


poeal  of  the  Stepney  Board  of  Guardians  i  children^      I   feel    quite  confident   that 
to  expend  no  less  than  X 1 0^500  on  the!  witJi  greater  stimulus  from  my  right  hon* 
Mr.  Samud  Smitk,  ' 
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friend  a  great  deal  may  be  dono  in 
encouraging  and  developing  the  boarding- 
out  system.  Now,  sir^  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man advooited  another  method  of  dealing 
with  these  children — a  methoil  of  which 
I  also  am  largely  in  favour — and  that  was 
the  principle  of  scattered  homes.  Thiej 
principle  has  passed  the  experimental 
stage,  and  has  been  a  great  success  at 
Bradford.  Bath,  and  Sheffield,  The 
Bvstem,  of  course,  ia  that  the  houses  I 
should  respectively  accommodate  fifteen 
children — I  believe  that  is  the  number  at 
Sheffield,  but  the  Sheffield  Guardians 
think  it  rather  excessive,  I  would 
rather  see  ten  children  in  each  home,  and 
they  should  attend  the  public  elementary 
school  and  participate  in  what  may  be 
called  the  general  child  life  of  the  com- 
m unity.  They  lose  in  that  way  the 
taint  of  pauperism  which  I  am  afraid,  if 
once  attached  to  a  child,  clings  to  it  all 
through  its  life.  I  think  the  Local 
Government  Board  would  do  well  to 
help  forward  as  far  a»  they  can  those 
boards  of  guardians  who  are  prepared  to 
adopt  the  scattered  home  system.  I  am 
afraid  that  they  have  nut  done  so  alto- 
gether. I  am  afraid  with  regard,  for 
example,  to  Ganiberwell  that  they  have 
not  exhibited  that  appreciation  of  the 
enterprise  that  that  Bcjanl  of  Ouai-dians 
has  displayed  in  i'*.*lation  to  the  scattered 
homes  of  their  pauper  children.  1 
pass  from  that  to  another  matter  to 
which  the  bon  Member  has  alluded,  viz., 
tramps.  On  that  head  I  think  no  Wame 
is  to  be  attached  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment  Boiird,  1>ecau!^e  both  the  President 
and  his  Department  have  given  a  sympa- 
thetic help  to  a  proposal  which  has  been 
before  Parliament  for  the  last  three  years 
for  increasing   the  powers  of   boards  of 

fjardians  to  deal  with  vagrant  children. 
hat  that  Act  has  not  become  law  is  no 
fault  of  the  Government,  or  of  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  I  am  afraid  the  source  of  the 
evil  is  to  be  traced  to  the  occupants  of 
the  benches  opposite.  But  if  the  Govern- 
ment can  see  their  way  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  of  their  own  to  deal  with  this  qiies 
tion  upon  similar  lines,  I  believe  they 
would  find  it  would  be  generally  wel- 
comed, I  feel  sure  it  would  be  enthusi- 
asticAlly  received  on  this  side,  and  I  feel 
sure  many  hon.  Members  opposite  would 
give  it  their  i^upport.  I  have  seen  a 
statement  made  to  the  effect  that  chDdren 
of  the  tramp  elms  number  no  fewer  than 


50,000.  That  statement  is  probably  a  little 
high  ;  but  it  would  not,  I  think,  I*  l>eyond 
the  mark  to  say  that  the  numl>er  would  be 
somewhere  between  30,000  and  50,000- 
The  figures  appear  to  be  mounting  up  at 
an  alarming  rate.  As  a  member  of  the 
London  School  Board  I  have  frequently 
come  across  cases  of  this  particular  tramp 
class.  We  have,  for  example,  a  lady 
visitor  now  in  the  Tower  Hamlets  district 
whose  special  business  it  is  to  look  after 
the  children  of  this  class,  who  are  to  be 
fount!  either  in  the  casual  wards  of  a 
workhouse  or  in  a  common  lodging-house. 
The  Bill  to  which  1  refer  would  give 
I  guardians  the  power,  when  they  are 
I  called  upon,  to  retain  their  hold  of  these 
1  children  until  they  are  able  to  earn  their 

'  own  liveHhood, 

I 

,      ♦  Mr.  WILLIAM  JONES  (Carnarvon. 
I  shire,  Arfon)  ;  I  wish  to  call  attention  to 
I  one  point,  and  it  is  the  system  of  education 
in  Poor  Law  schools.     I  find  that  a  re- 
commendation of  the  Poor  Law  Schools 
I  Committee  Keport  pointed  out  the  desira- 
'  bility  of  more  trained  teachers.     I  con- 
sider  the  teachers  to  be  a  most  important 
factor  in  any  school,  and  I  should  like  to 
know  what  orders  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board   have  been  issued,  or  what 
steps   have   been  taken,  to  improve   the 
teaching  and  obtain  more  tndned  teachers 
'  in  these  schools.      I  find  on  looking  at 
I  ihe  statistics  of  these  schools  that  there 
are    11*2    teachers   employed,   of    whom 
!  only    60    are    trained.       The    rest    are 
partially  trained,  but  most  of  them  are 
UJiti'aincd.     The  few  who   are   partially 
trained      obtain      yueen's     schoiarsliips* 
I  But  there  are  a  great  nunil>er  who  have 
'  no  qualifications  for  te^iching  at  all,  and 
i  who    would    not   he   recognised  by    the 
'  Etlucation  Deimrtmcnt,     There  are  those 
I  who    hold    a    certificate    by   the    Local 
Government  Board.     We  know  that  the 
Local    Government    Board    is    not     an 
educational  authority^  and  the  certificate 
represents    a    much    lower   standard   of 
qualification  than  that  of  the  Education 
Department.   Wliy  should  these  children, 
simply  because  they  are  pauper  children, 
be  taught  by  teachers  who  arc  not  trained, 
and  who  dimply  hold  a  certificate  without 
any  cilucational  qualification  attached  to 
it  whatever  1    I  say  there  is  need  of  a 
higher  standard.     A  standard  has   been 
recommended  over  and  over  again  by  the 
Conimissioners,  and  Ishonld  like  to  know 
what  baa  been  done  towards  advancing 


the  recommendations  by  the  Lo€al 
Gcrv'cranient  Board  We  need  a  higher 
standard  liotb  in  the  interests  of  the 
scholar  and  the  teacher.  In  the  interests 
of  the  children,  to  begin  with,  because 
all  children,  and  particularly  those  of  the 
poorer  classes,  and  of  the  very  poorest, 
ought  to  receive  the  best  possible  educa- 
tion calculated  to  form  capable  citizens 
from  the  beat  possible  teachers.  Again, 
teiicherb  in  all  tlepartmciits  of  public 
service  should  stand  on  the  same  footing, 
and  should  be  able  to  pass  freely 
from  the  service  of  Poor  Law  authorities 
to  that  of  other  school  manage rs»  Of 
course,  no  one  wishes  to  disregard  the 
claims  and  interests  of  all  competent 
teachers  now  on  the  start",  but  wherever 
vacancies  occur  the  Local  Govenmient 
Board  should  see  that  those  vacancies  are 
filled  not  by  incompetent  teachers,  not  by 
those  who  get  certificates  sanctioned  by 
the  Local  Goveriunent  Board,  but  by 
teachei's  qualified  under  the  Education 
Deimrtment.  Some  of  the  te.achers  are 
mere  drudges.  I  will  read  a  portion  of 
a  letter  written  by  a  certificated  Poor  Law 
teacher  to  the  iSrhmdmusttr  of  the  12th 
November,  1^98,  giving  an  idea  of  a  Poor 
Law  teacher  8  daily  life  : — 

'*  Rise  at  7  a.m.^  take  cbildren  in  dining  hall 
to  brejikfuBt  at  7*30  ii.jii,,  Inave  hall  at  8  a  m. 
(teachers'  brtiiikfiist),  rcIiwjI  at  IJ  a.iii.  till  1*2 
a,m. ;  take  cliildren  bi  dining  hftU  for  dinner  I 
till  12*35  or  l'i.40  (teiicliers'  dinner),  ^cliool  at  I 
2  p.m.  to  4.30  p. Ill-  ;  take  tliddr^n  hi  hall  at 
6  p.m.  Uy  0.30  p.riu  tu  aiii|ipi!r,  lumr  twvyera  and 
Bee  children  U)  bed  at  7.3U  [i.rii.  nrlaten" 

I  say  that  that  kinti  of  life  makes  a 
teacher  a  mere  drudge,  givc^  him  no  varied 
interest  in  life,  does  not  widen  his  intellec- 
tual  ontlook,  arid  provides  him  with  no 
chance  of  mixing  with  his  fellows-men.  In 
eleven  schools  the  teachers  are  resident 
on  the  premises,  but  in  nine  others  I  am 
glad  to  say  they  live  out  of  school  and  so 
come  in  contact  with  their  fellow-men. 
The  plan  gives  more  freedom  and  fresh- 
ness to  the  teachers,  and  enables  them 
to  become  moiu  ilMciuit  instructors. 
The  remedy  for  the  present  state  of  things 
h  to  send  all  the  children  out  of  these 
ineiBcierit  schools  to  public  elementary 
schools,  and  I  earnestly  press  on  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
and  his  staff  the  desirability  of  transfer- 
ring these  Poor  Law  schools  to  the 
Education  I>ef»artment,  In  several  dis- 
tricts the  guardians  are  already  se tiding 
the  children  from  these  workhouse  schools 

Mr.  H'lUkiiti  Jutic^, 


'  to  elementary  schools.  In  Stoke  when 
the  workhouse  children  attended  the 
Board  schools  it  was  found  that  their 
education  was  of  a  very  low  standard 
indeed,  and  they  were  very  much  behind 

'  the  other  children  in  the  schools.  In 
Ipswich,  not  long  ago,  there  was  a  pro- 

j  posal  to  send  the  girls  of  St.  John's  Home 

I  to  a  public  elementary  school,  and  when 
a  guardian  objected,  one  of  the  others— 
himself  a  workhouse  boy  in  the  fortiei 
— stated  that  be  was  in  favour  of  send 
ieg  the  girls  to  a  public  elementary 
school,  and  he  added  that  since  the  boy« 
of  the  Home  had  gone  out  to  school  they 
had  become  much  brighter.  AH  tlit 
guardians,  with  the  exception  of  one — a 
lady  —  voted  in  favour  of  the  girls  aIso 
being  sent  out  to  school.  I  trust  the  Local 
Cxovernment  Board  will  recommend  every 
board  of  guardians  to  act  similarly 
Poverty  is  not  a  crime  but  a  mis- 
fortune, and  we  should  in  the  in- 
terests of  civilisation  and  humanity  do 
our  best  to  remove  these  children  from 
the  stigma  and  taint  of  pauperism,  aod 
that  can  be  partially  done  by  placing 
them  in  schools  where  they  will  enjoy 
free  intercourse  with  other  children 
drawn  from  all  classes  of  the  community. 

*Mr.  DRAGE  (Derby):  As  one  of 
those  who  have  been  urging  on  the  Loc&l 
Government  Board  the  aesirability  of 
better  education  for  pauper  children,  I 
should  like  to  point  out  that  great 
reforms  have  been  accomplished 
the  last  few  years.  In  the  first 
place  the  staff  of  the  Board  has  been 
considerably  increased  and  many  of  the 
abuses  which  obtained  in  times  pist 
were  really  largely  due  to  an  insuflicient 
stafl'  and  to  want  of  proper  aeeom- 
modation  for  the  staff.  The  right 
bon.  gentleman  has  by  means  of 
circulars  and  by  the  action  of  his 
department  carried  out  reforms  in  re- 
ference to  nursing  and  other  details.  He 
has  also  constituted  in  the  Children* 
Committee  of  the  Metropolitan  Asylumft 
Board  a  new  authority  to  remove  certain 
classes  of  children  from  Poor  Law 
schools.  It  is  very  hard  to  convey 
to  the  Committee  the  enormous  difti- 
culties  attending  what  appears  the 
apparently  simple  operation  of  lireaking 
np  one  of  these  barrack  schools.  Many 
hon.  Members  ai*e  aware  of  the  enormotia 
difficulty  of  obtaiiung  from  the  vjirioiw 
local   authorities   in    the   fnetropoHs    the 
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necessary  agreement.  T>iere  is  mw  iiisti- 
tution  III  connection  with  the  Tuor  Law 
system  which  has  rendered  excellent  ser- 
vice, and  the  work  of  whieh  has  been 
much  encouraged  by  the  right  hon^ 
Gentleman.  I  refer  to  the  training  ship 
"Exmouthj'*  and  now  when  there  is  an 
outcry  for  more  sailors  for  the  Navy 
and  the  mercantik  marine  it  Is  pleas- 
ing to  direct  attention  to  the  figures 
which  the  right  bon.  (gentleman  has  been 
able  to  give  with  reference  to  that  in- 
stitution. I  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  he  would  consider 
the  desirability  of  stationing  other  ships 
either  at  Grays  or  around  the  coast 
under  the  same  superintendence  and 
the  same  committee.  There  are, 
however,  one  or  two  abuses  of  which 
we  have  to  complain  from  year  to 
year,  and  to  wbtch  I  wish  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman* 
First  fif  all  there  was  the  question  of  the 
children  of  %'agrants,  called  "ins  and 
outs,"  whose  education  is  broken  off  when 
they  leave  the  workhouses.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  haa  been  asked  to  intrc>- 
duce  a  bill  to  deal  with  it,  but.  what  I 
desire  to  point  out  is  that  there  have 
been  several  decisions  by  the  metropolitan 
magistratetJ  that  such  children  can  be 
dealt  with  under  Section  1 4  of  the  Industrial 
Schools  Act  J  866,  merely  on  theground  that 
their  parents  are  not  proWding  them  with 
education.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
cannot  introduce  a  Bill  this  session  I 
would  urge  him  to  make  known  to  metro- 
politan and  country  boards  of  gtiardians 
that  there  is  an  existing  provision  under 
which  the  children  of  vagrant  parents 
can  be  dealt  with.  Such  children 
coming  into  and  going  out  of  work- 
houses are  a  moral  and  physical  dis- 
advantage to  the  children  with  whom 
they  associate ;  they  discourage  the 
teachers,  and  are  themselves  as  regards 
their  parents  a  scandal  to  the  country,  I 
am  well  aware  of  the  reforms  which  the 
right  hon.  rientleman  hixs  carried  out,  but 
I  would  wish  to  ask  him  whether  he  is 
going  to  give  any  further  accommodation 
for  Poor  Law  children  now  in  the 
workhouses  in  the  metropolis.  The 
Poor  Law  Commissioners  and  their 
gQCGCflfiors  have,  since  1841,  been  never 
tired  of  calling  attention  to  the  result  of 
bringing  up  children  in  workhouses  in 
Ixmdon  in  the  midst  of  poverty.  Chil- 
dren in  London  workhouses  are  worse  off 
than  children  in  country  workhouses,  and 


no  pro\asion  is  made  for  their  proper 
iiccommudation  and  education.  Again, 
^  as  the  committee  is  aware,  such  children 
;  have  often  to  be  protected  from  their 
parents  when  they  get  situations,  and 
,  what  I  desire  further  tcj  ask  is  whether 
:  tlie  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  extend  the 
powder  of  inspection  at  present  possessed 
by  the  Girls'  Friendly  Society,  which 
!  does  the  work  of  the  Metropolitan  Asbo- 
eiation  for  Befriending  Young  Servants 
in  the  provinces.  In  1897  no  less  than 
2,^><^  girls — all  Poor  haw  children — 
were  looked  after  by  the  London  society, 
and  what  I  iisk  h  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  through  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Brmrdj  should  use  his  influence 
on  behalf  of  the  wister  society  in  the 
provinces  with  unions  which  do  not  now 
permit  lady  visitors.  1  may  remind  the 
Committee,  as  showing  the  admirable 
action  of  these  societies,  that  whereas 
many  years  ago  one  girl  in  fiva  returned 
to  the  workhouse  in  a  pitiable  condition, 
probalily  to  remain  there  for  the  rest  of 
her  life,  the  proportion  has  now  been  re- 
duced  to  one  in  fiftytwo,  ami  if  permis- 
sion similar  to  that  given  to  the  town 
society  were  extended  to  the  country 
society  a  great  advantage  would  l>e  gaineX 
In  connection  with  the  emigration  of  boya 
and  girls  to  the  colonics  I  woukl  earnestly 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he 
could  not  in  some  way  meet  the  views 
which  have  been  expressed  on  that  stib- 
ject.  There  is  only  one  other  matter 
to  which  I  desire  to  refer,  and 
that  the  position  of  the  canal  boat 
children.  It  is  one  of  the  ano- 
malies of  our  present  adminstration 
that  these  children  are  now  partly  under 
the  inspection  of  the  Local  Go^^ernment 
Board  and  partly  under  that  of  the 
Education  Department.  The  result  is 
that  they  are  practically  left  without  any 
education  at  all.  A  very  short  Act  of 
Parliament  or  a  more  stringent  adminis- 
tration of  the  existing  law  would  lead 
those  children  from  a  life  of  almost 
certain  vagrancy  into  a  condition  of 
moral  and  physical  improvement,  and 
I  earnestly  press  the  matUT  on  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
The  question  of  the  enormous  increase  of 
vagi-aney  in  recent  years  is  one  which 
will,  no  doubt,  engage  the  earliest  atten- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  the 
near  future.  The  number  of  vagrants 
was  larger  last  year,  in  1 898,  than  it  has 
ever  been  since  1858,  with  one  exception. 
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A  qucBtioll  arises  upon   this  point,  npon 
which  more  than  onie  1  have  pressed  iho 
righfc  bon.    CT(?ntleiiiarj,   under    the    Bill 
passed  by  Her  Mfijestv 's  Government  in  • 
1882^ whether    he   canitdt  promote  cnri-  , 
timiity  and  uniforfnity  of  administration 
in  the  Vagrancy  Act.      Wiien  this  has  | 
been  done,  as  in  Liverpool  and  elsewhere, 
we    have   had    a    great    diniimition    in  i 
vagrancy,     I  wish  to  ask  the  attention  of 
the   Committee    to    one    subject    niore^ 
namely,    that     though     we     have    had 
exhaustive  inrjuiries  into  this  subject  by 
two  Commit  tecs  J  so  far  as  I  am   aware 
there  has  not    been  in    this   House  the 
slightest  opportunity  given  for  discnssin, 
the  reports  of  the  two  Committees  whic 
have  considered  the  question  of  the  un- 
employed.    It  is  a  matter  which  is  bound 
to  come  up  again  with  increasing  urgency^ 
and  I  do  press  upon  the  Committee  that 
now  is  the  time,  when  trade  is  steadily 
increasing,  to  cope  with  this  difficulty.    I 
respectfully   urge  that  the   recommenda- 
tions of  the  last  Committee  upon  the  sub- 
ject,  that  local    organisations  for   thrvft 
and    charity   should   combine    with    the 
local  boards  of  guardians,  is  one  which 
offers  the  most  practical  and  satisfactory 
solution,  not  only  of  the  problem  of  the 
unemployed,  but   that    of  old    age    and 
poverty  of  every  form. 

Mr.  TKEVELYAN  (York,  W.K., 
EUand) :  I  wish  to  draw  attention  to  the 
practice  of  allowing  the  children  of  the 
Sutton  barrack  schools,  on  Derby  Day, 
to  beg  coins  from  passers-by.  This 
matter  has  already  been  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
but  it  would  £eem  that  lie  hsis  determined 
to  do  nothing  to  put  an  end  lo  the 
practice.  We  hope  that  the  deteimiim- 
tion  is  not  irrevocable.  The  circuni' 
stances  ore  these  : — On  Derby  Day  it  is 
the  practice,  and  it  has  been  for  twenty 
years,  to  permit  the  children  at  these 
schools  to  be  drawn  up  in  a  field  near  by, 
with  banners  flying  and  hand  playing,  for 
the  purpose  of  attracting  the  attention  of 
those  who  are  going  down  to  the  lacc- 
course.  They  collect  a  large  sum  of 
money  in  the  course  of  the  day.  Per- 
sonally I  have  no  particular  olijeciion  to 
their  receiving  money  fiom  those  going 
down  to  see  the  Derby  ;  I  would  oliject 
quite  as  much  if  the  money  came  from 
people  going  to  a  cricket  match  or  a 
Church  congress.  What  we  do  object  to 
is  that  children  should  be  permitted  to 
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f  eg.  They  are  of  a  poor  and  sordid 
oiigin,  and  it  is  only  too  likely  ihat,  evet 
without  this  incitement  and  example, 
they  would  talie  to  begging  methods  of 
life  when  they  leave  the  schools.  It  is  sug- 
gested, as  a  reason  for  not  putting  » 
end  to  the  practice,  that  the  money  i» 
devoted  to  giving  the  children  a  treat  at 
the  Crystal  Palace,  Iso  one  would  wish 
to  deprive  the  children  of  that  Heat,  bat 
I  would  suggest  that  there  are  other 
ways  in  which  money  could  be  raised  for 
the  purpose,  cither  by  private  subecrip- 
tion,  or  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
peimitting  the  expenditure  of  ptibhc 
money  to  the  small  extent  wbich  would 
be  necessary  to  give  the  children  a  day* 
holiday.  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  will  consider  whether  he  cannot  ^top 
this  encouragement  of  begging  propen- 
sities in  the  children,  and  for  the  future 
prohibit  the  practice. 

Mr.  HAZELL:  I  wish  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  the  expenditure  going  on  in 
connection  with  certain  oipban  schools 
We  know  that  the  systtm  of  large 
barrack  schools  has  been  coradcmned,  yit 
in  spite  of  that  condemnation  bj  expertcL  M 
considerable  sums  are  still  being  ei*  f 
pendcd  upon  them.  How  is  it  tnat  a 
sum  of  X6,000  is  to  be  expended  on  a 
new  infant  i^chool  at  Hanwell,  and  that, 
at  Marylebone,  XI 2, 000  is  to  be  spent,  in 
spite  of  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  he  is  unfavourable  to 
any  further  development  of  the  j^ystem  1 

njR.  T.  W.  EUBSELL  :  1  do  not  think 
my  hon.  friend  will  find  that  any  expen- 
I  dilure  which  has  been  sanctioned  for 
f  these  schools  has  been  sanctioned  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  any  further  acecmmo- 
datiun.  It  is  only  to  provide  for  altera- 
tions which  could  not  be  avoided^  and 
which  are  necessary  in  the  intti-eats  of 
the  children  already  in  the  school-  My 
right  hiiii.  friend  said,  two  or  three 
years  ago,  that  he  would  sanction  no 
e-xpenditme  involving  any  enlargcniciit 
of  the  schools. 

Mr.  HAZELL  :  8till,  the  fact  reniaiDi 

j  that,  as  I  understaiul,  £ome  thcusanda  of 
I  pounds  are  lo  be  spent  in  building  ixlw 
I  infant  schools.     There  is  another  point  I 

wish  to  touch  upon.  The  system  of 
I  barrack  Fchools  is  a  very  wasteful  cncv 

Take  the  cqfc  of  feed.  Ihcio  j&  a  rigid 
I  rule  that   each  child  shall  havu  exactlj 


JtTNE 


^sHmaieA. 


250 


I 


I 


I 


the  same  amount  of  iood,  and  the  result 
is  that,  while  one  child  gi-ts  move  iban 
he  can  eat^  another  does  not  have  enough. 
Miss  pHvenjxjrt  Hill  has  shown  the 
©nomious  waste  of  fowl  which  goes  or, 
and,  I  believe,  the  Bethnal  Green  Board 
of  Gaardiaiis,  last  November,  took  the 
trouble  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the 
waste.  They  weighed  all  the  forjd  given 
out  and  all  left,  and  they  found  a  waste 
of  mo  gallons  of  bread  and  meat,  while 
in  three  weeks,  in  Decemlier,  they  dis- 
covered a  waste  of  178  gallons  of  milk 
alone.  The  present  system  of  banack 
schools  is  notoriously  expensive  as  well  as 
inefficient,  and  I  should  like  to  empliasise 
what  has  been  said  jis  to  the  boji-rdingout 
of  pauper  children.  It  is  w^ell  known 
that  the  cost  of  hoarding  them  out  is 
a  great  deal  lees  than  the  cost 
of  keeping  them  in  barrack  schools. 
In  Scotland  84  per  cent,  of  the  pauper 
children  are  boarded  out,  while  in 
England  only  5  per  cer^t.  are  boarded  out. 
There  is  this  great  difficulty,  however, 
that  unleBB  the  foster  parents  are  care 
fully  selected,  anrl  the  children  carefully 
inspected,  their  last  state  is  worse  than 
the  first.  I  have  had  considerable  ex- 
perience of  boarding  ont  children  for  a 
limited  period.  1  am  connected  with 
CommitU^es  which  send  50,000  or  60,000 
children  to  the  country  in  the  summer 
months  in  cottage  homes,  and  that  ex- 
perience leads  me  to  the  conviction  that 
all  these  pauper  children  should  he  sent 
to  the  country  the  whole  year  round.  Of 
course,  there  arc  man}'  villages  where  the 
house  accommodation  is  so  limiteil, 
and  so  bad,  that  no  children 
could  be  lx)arded  out  to  any  good 
purpose;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there 
are  \'illagefi  where  the  accommodation  is 
good,  and  where  the  surroundings  are 
wholesome  from  a  moral,  social,  and  educa- 
tion point  of  view.  We  are  thankful 
for  the  limited  amount  of  progress  that 
has  been  made  in  this  direction  by  the 
Local  Government  Bojird,  but  we  ask 
that  it  should  be  continued  and  extended 
to  a  much  greater  degree. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  There  are  two  items 
on  this  vote  to  which  I  have  a  very 
strong  objection.  The  first  is  the  educa- 
tional part.  I  have  always  thought  it 
ridiculous  that  the  Local  Goveniment 
Board  shoidd  grant  low*  graflo  certificates  | 
which  nol>ody  will  accept.  This  matter 
^ught  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  plication 


Department,  and  pauper  children   ought 
10  l*c   placed    in   the   same    condition  as 
other  children,  and  their  teachers  ought 
,  to  he  as  competent  as  the  teachers  of  the 
Board  Schools.     In  fnct,  a  lot  of   work  is 
done    by  tlie    Local  Government    Board 
I  which    ought   to  be  done  by  the  Educa- 
tion   Department.      I    have    had   a  littla 
experience   of   the   Scotch    hcaiding-out 
^  system.    I  w  as  a  member  of  the  parochial 
board    of  one  of  the  largest  parishes  in 
Scotland,  which  sends  four  members  to 
Parlitinient,   and    all    the    children    there 
!  w^ere  boarded  out,     I  went  out  over  and 
;  over  again  to   inspect   the  children,  and 
found  in  every  case  they  were  l]ap[)y  and 
;  comfortable,  and  became,  in  fact,  the  foster 
I  children  of  the  foster  parents,  bore  their 
name,  and   very  often  took  charge  of  the 
I  old  women  in  their  declining  years  as  if 
they  were  their  own  mothers.     Ninety  per 
cent,  of  the  pauper  children  in  Scotland 
arc  boarded  out,  and  the  system  has  been 
thoroughly  successful  in   er^ry  direction. 
You  take  away  the  children  from  their 
early    associjitions,    place     them     where 
nobwly  knows  whether  they  are  pauper 
I  chihlren  or  not,  give  them  a  home  train- 
I  trig,  and  aflord  them  ten  times  a  better 
chance  of   succeeding  in  after  life   than 
under    the    Engh'sh    system.     My   hon. 
friend   the    Member   for   Flintshire   has 
spoken    of    ophthalmia    and    contagious 
diseases  spreading  among  the  children  in 
the  barrack  schools.     Twenty  years  ago  I 
was   medical   officer  for  Norwood,  and  I 
saw  plenty  of  the  effects  and  physical  evils 
of  the  barrack  school  system  ;  hut  these 
were  nothing  to  the  moral  evils.     All  you 
do  under  the  English  system  is  to  breed 
a  pauper  class,  and  to  take  away  all  the 
elements    of    character    which  might  be 
useful  to  the  children  in  after  life,    f  know 
not  how  long  we  are  going  to  keep  up 
this  terrible  system  in  England,  the  evils 
of  which  are  admitted    in   oyery  debate 
we   have   had   for  yeais  in  this   House. 
We  all  agiee  that  the  boarding-out  system 
is   the    best,    but   practically   nothing  is 
done.     I  hope  we  shall   have  a   double 
Division — a  Division  against  the   Educa- 
tion    Department    on   the   vote,  and    a 
Division  on  the  whole  estimate. 

Mil  LOWLES  (Shoredit^h,  Hagger- 
ston) :  The  confititueney  I  have  the 
honour  to  represent  have  a  magnificent 
establishment  10  or  15  miles  from 
London,  and  there,  I  venture  to  say,  the 
I  cottage    home     system     wnll      compare 
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favourably  with  the  boaixling  out  system 
referred  to  by  the  h oil  GentlcTnan  who 
has  just  spiken»  The  Local  Governtiient 
Board  ought  to  have  the  credit  that  they 
have  encouraged  the  cottage  home  system 
for  pauper  ehildren.  t  have  gone  down 
to  see  these  children  within  the  last  10 
days,  and  have  Been  them  undergoing 
physical  exercise  which  would  have  done 
credit  to  the  best  Board  Schools.  I  admit 
that  the  old  barrack  system  was  very  bad, 
but  the  method  of  the  cottage  home 
system,  encouraged  by  the  Locul  Govern- 
ment Board,  is  bearing  splenthd  fruit, 
and  the  children  are  receiving  the 
highest  possible  training  to  fit  them 
for  the  struggle  in  life.  Many  of  the  J 
parents  of  the  children  of  the  poorer 
parts  of  London  regard  with  envy  the 
training  which  these  children  get  in 
the  cottage  homes,  I  have  not  enrjuired 
into  the  certificates  which  the  teachers  in 
these  homes  hold,  but  I  have  seen  the 
training  which  they  give  to  the  children, 
and  it  is  most  exemplary. 

LoED  K  FITZMAURICE:  I  think 
we  will  all  agree  that  whatever  the  out- 
come of  this  debate  may  be,  we  are  dia- 
euBsing  ooe  of  the  most  important  and 
interesting  questions  which  could  be  dis- 
cussed in  this  House— one  far  more  im- 
portant than  those  which  have  excited  a 
great  deal  of  feeling  and  have  commanded 
a  larger  attendance,  for  we  are  discussing 
what  is  to  be  the  future  of  those  who,  to 
use  a  popular  phrase,  are  called  the  sub- 
merged tenth.  We  have  heard  to-night 
a  great  deal  of  the  children  in  large 
barrack  schools.  I  quite  agi-ee  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Flintshire  in  what  he 
has  said  in  regard  to  this  subject,  and  we 
are  all  indebted  to  him  for  bringing  up 
this  question.  But  we  must  always  bear 
in  mind  that  barrack  schools  are  mostly 
connected  with  the  metropolis  and  certain  i 
other  centres  of  population,  such  as  Liver- 
pool, Manchester,  Leeds,  etc.  We  must 
not  assume^  in  talking  of  children  in 
barrack  schools,  that  we  are  speaking 
necessarily  of  the  whole  pauper  children 
in  the  country,  l>ecause  there  are  large  | 
numbers  of  children  who  arc  not,  and 
never  will  be,  or  can  be,  sent  t-n  these 
barrack  schools.  In  the  past  there  has 
been  a  difficulty  in  dealing  with  these 
children  in  any  other  way.     The  barrack  I 
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schools  were  founded  originally  from  the 
most  excellent  and  philanthropic  motive^ 
but,  like  many  other  experimental  they 
have  not  worked  out  in  the  manner  that 
was  hoped.  If  you  take  an  ordinary 
union  in  the  rural  districts,  or  in  sm&llj 
country  towns,  you  find  that  very  few- 
pauper  children  find  their  way  into  these 
large  barrack  schools,  and  that  they  have 
been  boarded  out  or  sent  to  eott4ig$ 
homes.  The  conclusion  that  this  df 
si  on  seems  to  me  to  bring  us  to  eei 
coincides  with  my  experience,  namely, 
there  is  no  universal  scheme  to  be  foi 
for  the  education  and  future  training  of 
the  pauper  child.  You  must  adapt  your 
machinery  accoiding  to  your  circum- 
stances^ for  the  machinery  which  may  he 
good  for  crowded  centres  in  the  metro- 
polis  and  in  our  great  provincial  cities 
is  not  necessarily  the  best  for  th« 
other  districts  which  ha^^e  been  described. 
In  reality,  if  this  question  is  ever 
to  be  deiilt  with  in  any  thorough  going 
manner,  it  must  be  dealt  with  as  4 
rule  by  a  careful  study  of  individtial 
districts,  and,  I  might  almost  sav,  of 
individual  cases,  I  recollect,  '  that 
some  years  ago  there  was  in  one  of 
the  reports  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  a  \ery  able  and  interesting  report 
written  by  Mr.  Wodehouse,  who  occu- 
pied a  position  in  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  That  report  showed  that 
we  must  not  rush  away  with  the  con- 
clusion that  the  training  of  these  chil- 
dren in  pauper  schools  is  always  and 
invariably  a  failure.  In  that  report  Mr, 
Wodehouse  quoted  a  great  number  of 
cases,  drawn  from  the  records  of  tbc 
Local  Government  Board,  where  l>oys 
who  had  been  educated  in  pauper  schooli 
had  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  most  useful 
education,  and  had  done  exceedingly  well 
afterwards  in  whatever  career  they 
had  followed,  either  in  this  country  or 
in  foreign  couiitrici*.  But,  if  I  may  speak 
from  my  imperfect  recollection  of  a  report 
that^l  read  some  years  ago,  he  pointed 
out  in  that  report  that  there  was  great 
difficulty  in  connection  with  the  educa-, 
tiun  of  the  girls,  and,  so  far  as  I  recollect, 
he  also  pointed  out  that  the  best  ca^es 
came  from  the  smaller  workhouse  schoole^ 
where  a  larger  amount  of  individual 
would  be  given  to  each  individual 
rather  than  from  those  barrack  schi 
which  have,  on  the  whole,  received,  ^^ 
think  rightly  received,  the  condemniUKST 
of  my  hon.  Friend  the  mepibcr  for  Flint| 
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nnd  also  of  the  Committee  which  so  care- 
fully examined  the   whole  matter  aome 
years  ago.     But   we   must   bear  thife  in 
mind  :  that  whilu  it  is  easy  to  condemn, 
for   ananawerable   reasons,    the  organisii- 
tion   of  these  barntck  schools,  it   is  not 
equally  easy  to  see  what  you  are  tu  do  with 
the  enormous  mass  of   children  who  are 
congregated  in  these  schools.     They  are 
numl^e^ed  by    thousands.      Close    these 
schools   to-morrow,   and   what   are    you 
going  to  do  with  these  children  the  day 
after   to-morrow  ?      It   is   impossible   to 
shoot  them  all  into  Canada  or  Australia^ 
or  to  have  their  education  conducted  by 
a  boarding-out  committee.      I  think  we 
ought  to  thank  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite    for   having   appointed   another 
lady  inspector  to  visit   the  Iwarding-out 
children.      The   appointment,  I  believe, 
fcas  been   very  carefully  made,  and  !he 
lady  appointed  is,  I  have  every  reason  to 
think,  dfoing  admirable  work.     But  more 
appointments  are  retjuired.     Then  there 
is  the  question  of  cottage  homes.     I  live 
not  a   great  distance  from  the   city   of 
Bath,  which  has  been  mentioned  to-night, 
and    there    I    am    informed    that     the 
system    of     cottage     homes     is    work- 
ing  exceedingly    well     In   other    cases 
we    hear     that    some    of    these  cottage  | 
homes  are  falling  back  to  the  very  system  i 
which  has  been  made  the  principal  charge  I 
against  barrack  schools,  viz.,  that  you  are 
simply  reducing  barrack   schools  in  one  , 
place  in  order  to  restore  them  in  a  slightly 
modified   shape   in   another.      I   do   not 
commit  myself  to  any  assertion  as    to  , 
whether  this  is   correct   or   not;  I  only 
mention  it  to  show  that  the  matter  is  one 
which  can  only  Iks  solved  by   the  most 
extreme  eiire  in    individual  crises.     The 
conclusion   I    would   venture  to  urge  is 
that   the    remedy   for   the    evils   which ) 
affect  this  largo  and  unfortunate  class  of 
pauper  children  who  are  so  deserving  of 
our  sympathy  is  not  to  be  found  in  any 
one  set  of  cut-and-dried  measures.     You 
must  look  to  boarding-out  where  you  can 
form  a  suitable  boardiug-out  committee 
and  appoint  efficient  inspectors.     Many 
caies  can   be  dealt    with  effecttmlly  by 
emigration.     Under  exceptional   circura- 1 
stances  you   may   still   be   able  to  <ical 
advantageously    with     the    children    in 
schools  connected  with  workhouses;   and 
others  you  may  deal  with  in  those  cottage 
homes  which  are^  as  it  were,  a  combinati<jn 
of  school  and  home.     I  think  that  this 
i  wili  in  any  case  have  been  useful. 


and  that  we  shall  all  feel  that  wc  owe  a 
debt  of  gratitude  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Flint  for  having  raised  this  question  ;  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  year  after  year,  in 
prop<irtion  .iS  this  question  continues  to 
receive  Mtteiition,  wu  shall  find  that  we 
have  gradually  removed  that  large  class 
of  pauper  children  who  are  now  so  heavy 
a  tax  upon  our  resources  and  upon  the 
ratepayers  of  the  country. 

I      Mh.     MIDDLEMOHK    (Birmingham, 
N.) :  In   the   speech  to   which  we   have 
just   listened  many  salient    points  have 
j  been  touched  upon,  and  there  is  no  one 
t  here    who    could    not    learn    something 
I  from    it.     I    have    some   knowledge    of 
!  the   schoola    to    which    the    right   hon. 
Gentleman     has     referred,    and,    as    to 
!  baiTack  schools,  I  think  he  touched  pre- 
cisely upon  the  right  point  in  saying  that 
I  we  muHt  be  guided  in  our  appreciation  or 
eorjderanation  of  a  school  by  the  surround- 
ing circumstances       My  own  experience 
is  that  large  schools  are  very  useful  when 
we  get  as  schoolmasters  men  who  devote 
themselves    thoroughly     to     the    work, 
whose  chai'acter  is  a  daily  inspiration  to 
children,   arifl   who   are  able  to  make  a 
seh(X*l    H   great    moral    and    intellectual 
institution.       But    I    think    as    a    rule 
cottage    homes   are   far   better,   because 
they  are  smaller,  and  because  the  selection 
of  a  good    superintendent  is   far   easier 
than  the  selection  of  a  really  powerful 
man.      The  boarding-out  system  rei^uires 
good  arrangement.     Although  the  Ijocal 
Government     Board     do    not  select  the 
managers   of   the   barrack    schools   they 
certainly  do  select  people  to  visit  Canada 
to  inspect  the  hoarding-out  system  there 
and  they  generally  select  men  who  know 
as    much    aljoiit   Canada    as   they  know 
about  Heaven.     These  persons  have  sent 
home  some  extremely  ridiculous  reports 
In  Canada  everything  depends  upon  the 
prsfrnt^^i.     You    want  first-class   visitors, 
because  you  have  to  overcome  the  objec- 
tion of  the  people  to  receive  these  children. 
My  experience  of  them  is  that  many  of 
them  are  so  *^  tvooden  "  and  stupid  that 
they   would  far  rather  receive   children 
direct  from  the   streets   than    from   the 
ordinary  workhouse  schools.     The  whole 
matter,  in  my  opinion,  depends  upon  the 
^nr.^mnrl  of  the  managers 

Mr.  DILLON  :  There  can  be  no  doubt 
whatever  that  ihh  question  of  the  educa- 
tion of  pauper  children  is  one  of  the  most 
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important  subjects  that  ever  came  iioder 
the  consideration  of  thin  House,  because 
if  we  are  ever  in  this  country  to  make  a 
seriotis  effort  to  do  away  with  the  curse 
of  pauperism,  which  I  conceive  to  be  one 
of  the  greatest  reproaches  of  modern 
civilisation,  and  the  peculiar  characteria- 
ticB  of  which  are  that  it  seems  to  increase 
in  proportion  to  the  en  or  mo  us  increase  of 
wealth,  the  position  we  must  first  attack 
is  that  of  the  pauper  children.  I  take  a 
very  particular  interest  in  this  subject, 
because  it  is  a  burning  question  in  Ireland, 
and  because  I  think  if  we  were  let  alone 
we  are  in  process  of  teaching  the  people 
of  this  country  how  to  deal  with  this 
subject,  I  contend  that  upon  this 
particular  question  of  our  pauper  chil- 
dren we  are  far  ahead  of  this 
enormously  wealthy  country.  The  noble 
Lord  towards  the  end  of  his  very 
interesting  speech  touched  upon  what 
seemed  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  most 
hopeful  and  promising  methods  of  deab 
ing  with  this  whole  question,  and  that  is 
the  substitution  fur  the  present  system  of 
bringing  up  those  unhappy  children  of 
the  industrial  school  system.  I  have 
always  held,  from  the  time  I  first  gave 
any  attention  to  this  great  problem,  that 
it  is  immoral,  and,  in  fact,  criminal,  for 
any  community  to  keep  children  in  work- 
houses  who  cannot  under  any  circum 
stances,  or  in  any  degree,  be  responsible 
for  the  unfortunate  position  in  which 
they  are  placed.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
State  to  rescue  them  from  the  circum- 
stances in  which  they  are  brought  into 
the  world,  and  to  give  them  every 
chance  of  becoming  honest  and 
self-supporting  citizens.  This  great  and 
wealthy  country  has  failed  in  its  duty  by 
leaving  those  children  in  barrack  schools 
and  Poof  Law  schools  under  circum- 
fltances  which  hamper  them  in  the 
struggle  for  existence,  and  they  are  sent 
forth  at  the  very  out-start  of  their  young 
lives,  devoid  of  the  spirit  of  self  respect. 
But  even  if  they  receive  a  decent  etluca' 
tion  in  Poor  Law  schools,  they  go  forth 
branded  with  ti^e  brand  of  pauperisin. 
The  noble  Lord  spoke  of  a  few  cases 
which  came  under  his  own  notice,  of 
children  taken  from  Poor  Law  scho<^t]s 
artd  sent  to  industrial  schools.  That 
wis  where  all  those  children  should  be 
sent,  I  do  not  say  we  should  ha^'e  a 
cast  -  iron  system.  There  might  be 
cases  in  which  the  children  might 
be  boarded   out    where   there   would   lie 
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an   excellent   committee,  and  where  the 
rural  population  was  of  such  a  character 
as  to  lend  itself  to  a  hoarding-out  system, 
I  believe  that  system  is  a  great  suodesi  * 
Scotland,      There   you  have    a   cl     ~ 
small    homes    and   good    living 
whose  family  aftbctions  are  so  strong  ttat 
they  can  absorb  those  children  into  their 
own  families.    There  are  districts  where 
the  boarding-out  system  is  cruel,  becattse 
the  population   is   not   of   the  character 
which   could    bear  the   boarding-<jut    of 
children,  and  wheie  some  other  system 
must  be  devised  \  and  where  that  is  the 
case,  the  proper  direction  to  take  for  the 
administration  of   those   children    is  the 
development    of    the    industrial     school 
system  to  such  an  extent  as  would  absorb 
all  the   children,  and  separate  them  by 
a   gulf    from    those    unhappy   crealurtia 
who   must    be  accommodated    in    work- 
houses.    That  I  believe  to  be  practicable 
and  not  a  dithcult  plan  to  carry  out.     We 
in  Ireland  were  carrying  it   out,  but  we 
wore  accused  of  evading  the  law,  Perhapj 
we  were  evading  the  law,  but  we  were 
doing  so  in  the  cause  of  Christian  charity, 
and  with  most  luarvellous  results.     We 
got,  no  doubt  J  into  the  industrial  scbooli 
in  Ireland   large  bodies  of  children  wIm^ 
I  in  this  country,  liy  a  more  strict  int 
tiition  of  the  law^  would  bo  sent  to 
schools   or   Poor    Law   schools.     In   my 
,  opinion   all    the    children    who    are  un- 
I  provided  for,  and  who  are  sent  under  the 
I  present  law  which  prevails  in  this  country 
'  into     poor     houses,    ought    to     be    no- 
i  commodated  in  industrial  schools,  and  it 
I  is  because  I  believe,  and  strongly  believe, 
that     it     is   in    this    direction    mainly, 
I  perhaps  J  not  solely,  that  the  remedy  must 
!  he  found  for  this  great  and  crying  evil, 
I  that  I  ha\  e  been  induced  to  say  a  few 
j  words  in  this  discussion. 

'      Mn,    CHAPLIN:    Everyone  will    io^ 
!  knowledge  the  im|x>rtance  of  this  subject, 
,  and  I   have  no  complaint  to  make  as  to 
the     manner     in    which     it     has     been 
presented  to  the  Committee.     We  ha%^e 
necessarily   had   a   somewhat    discursive 
debate,  but  I   think   I   will   be  consulting 
the  convenience   of    the  Committee   if  1 
reply  to  one  or  two  minor  pf»ints  whicb 
have  been  raised,  and   then  deal  with  the 
general  case.     The  bon.  Member  for  the 
Elland  division  complained  of  the  action 
I  of  the  Li>cal  (Tovernment  Board  in  per- 
mitting school  children  to  present  them^ 
selves  on  the  road  to  Epsom  to  the  vieir 
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of  [>asscr?^-bv,  und  of  the  fact  that  some-  which  I  eiiticely  agree.  We  hiivc  had 
times  m  their  good  nature  the  imssers-liy  two  or  three  exhaustive  deljates  on  this 
flung  anuill  coins  to  the  chiklren.     It  is    siifiject  already,  and  there  is  absolutely  no 


argiied   that  this  is  extremely  demor*alis- 

ing   to   the   children,  and    I    have   b«en 

ciakcd  to  use  my  authority  to  put  an  end 

to  thai  pjm^eeding.      I  am  sorry  to  diftbr 

from  the  hon.  Member,  but  T  see  nothing 

whatever  discreditable  in  the  proceeding. 

The  children  do  not  beg  ;  nothing  of  the 

kinrl  is  permitted.     All  that  happens  is 

that  the  children  assemble  to  watch  the  ' 

passers-by    in    train  and   carriage  going 

down  to  Epsom,  ami  some  of  the  pcuiseiigera  ,  tions   contained 

fling     pennies    and     sixpences     to    the 

children,  which  in  the   course  of  a  year 

amount   to   a    not    inconsiderable    sum, 

which  is  invariably  expenderl   in  giving 

the  children  an  outing  at  the  seaside  or 

elsewhere     Thai  is  a   proceeding  which 

nothing     would    induce    me,    as    Presi- 

flent    of    the  Local   (rovernment  Hoard, 

to   prevent,    even     if    it    cost    me    my 

g^ilary,      With    regard     to     the    eiluea^ 

tion  of   Poor   Law  children,  many   hon. 

(rentleraen      have     argued     that     it     is 

very  improper,  and  in  their  opinion  very 

undesirable,  that  the  education  of  these 

children  i\s  regards  standard  and  teachers 

should  be  less  in  any  respect  than  the 

education   given   to   children    in    public 

elementary  schools.     I  am   not  disposed 


differenee  of  opinion  between  us.  But 
then  the  hon.  Member  went  on  to  say  ; 
^*  Here  arc  all  these  evils  put  before  the 
fiouse  rner  and  i>ver  again,  an(i  practi- 
cally nothing  whatever  has  lieen  done.'' 
As  to  that  I  must  differ  from  him.  As  I 
have  l>een  challenged  on  the  point,  it  will 
be  my  duty  to  state  as  bricHy  as  I  can 
what  really  has  been  done  with  regard  to 
the  partial  adoption  of  the  recommenda- 
in  the  report  of  the 
Committee  to  which  he  has  referred.  As 
soon  as  I  succeeded  to  the  charge  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  one  of  the  first 
duties  I  undertook  was  to  enquire  into 
this^juestion,  and  the  conclusion  I  came  to 
was  that  the  proposal  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee  recommending  that  the  charge 
of  the  Poor  Law  schools  in  the  metTo 
piilis  should  he  put  into  the  hands  of  an 
entirely  new  Department  was  one  which 
it  would  be  unwise  and  injudicious  to 
a<lopt.  I  arrived  also  at  the  conclusion 
that  with  I'cgard  to  certain  classes  of 
children — ^children  snffering  from  various 
diseases  and  infirmities — it  was  very 
desirable  that  they  should  all  be  treated 
by  one  central  authority,  instead  of  being 
treated  in  different  districts  ;  and  we  pro- 


to  disiigree  with  that  statement  myself,  |  ceeded  to  take  measures  to  do  that,  the 
and  as  far  as  the  Local  i4ovemment 
Board  is  concerned  it  has  done  all  it  can 
to  meet  the  views  expressed  on  that 
point.  We  have  put  ourselves  in  com- 
munication with  the  Education  Depart- 
ment, and  we  have  told  them  that  we  are 
perfectly  ready  to  hand  over  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  edncati  on  of  those  Poor  Law 
children  to  them  ;  but  ditlicultiea  have 
aiisen  in  connection  with  the  subject  over 
which  I  have  no  control,  and  there  the 
matter  remains  at  present.  So  far  as  the 
Local  Government  Boartl  is  concerned, 
we  are  prepared  and  ready  to  put  the  in 


central  authority  selected  for  the  pur- 
pose, after  a  great  tleal  of  consideration, 
being  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board. 
The  great  complaint  of  the  hon.  Member 
is  the  baiTack  system.  The  barrack 
ays t cm  has  grown  up  out  of  the  five 
metropolitan  school  districts.  The  hon. 
Member  says  we  have  done  nothing  in  this 
matter.  Since  I  have  been  at  the  Local 
Government  Board,  of  those  five  districts 
we  have  dissolved  two.  These  things  are 
not  to  be  dissolverl  in  a  moment,  with  all 
the  arrangements  which  they  have  for 
educating   pauper   children,  and    all   tlic 


speetion  of  the  education  of  these  children    moneys  they  have  expended   in  building 
.1      1      J       f   *!,,  i?,i..^„4^„.,    r\„*,„..*   '  fi^ntj  Qne  thing  and  another.     Considering 

the  time  that  we  have  been  at  the  Local 


in  the  hands  of  the  Kflucation  Depart 
ment.  The  hon.  Member  who  introduced 
the  motion,  and  who  moved  the  reduction 
of  my  salary— I  am  glad  to  say  by  an 
insigtuficant  amount  —  commenced  by 
referring  to  the  rejwrt  of  the  Committee 
which  was  appointed  to  investigate  the 
whole  question  connected  with  the  Poor 
Law  schools  of  the  metropolis.  He  dealt 
at  some  length  with  the  recommendations 
of  the  Committee,  and  he  referred  to  the 
condemnation  of  the  barrack  schools,  with 
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Government  Board,  it  is  going  too  far  to 
say  that  we  have  done  nothing. 


Mr,    SAMUEL 
sav  that. 


8MITH:    I   fio    not 


Mr,  CHAPLIN:  The  hon.  Member 
has  said  over  and  over  again  *'  practically 
nothing  has  been  done/'  I  will  tell  him 
what  has  been  done.     I  speak  of  the  five 
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uniuos  of  tlie  South  Metropolitan  l)istrict,  i 
comprising    the   Unions   of   Cambei  well,  i 
Greenwich,    St.    Olave's,    Stepney,    and  ' 
Woolwich.     By    tho   dissolution  of    that  ' 
district  2,841  children  had  been  provided  | 
for :    692   in    Caral>erwell,    801    Green-  | 
wjch,  670  in  St.  Ohivo's,  32G  iu  Stepney,  | 
and  352  children  at  Woolwich.     1  do  not 
say   that    all    these    arrangements   have  I 
boon  completed  at  present,  but  very  con- 
siderahle  progress  has  been  made,  as  the 
Committee   will   perceive   in   a  moment.  , 
With   regard    to    Camberwell,  we   have  . 
sanctioned     the     purchase     of     twenty 
scattered   homes,  which   are    to   contain 
fifteen    children  ;    so    at    once    there  13 
provision    made    for    300    children    out 
of  that  092.     In  addition  to  that,  there  is 
to  be  a  central  Cottiige  Home  adjacent,  to 
provide  ffir  200  more.     The  site  for  this  I 
htjmc  has  tieen  approved  liy   the   Loeal 
Government  Board,  and  it  is  a  site  having  ' 
buildings  npon   it  which  can  l>e  adapted 
to  this  purjK)se.     That  provides  for  500  j 
children,  and  leaves    192  stiil  to  be  pro- 
vided for.     Upon  that  subject  we  arc  in 
communication  at  this  ra<Mncnt  with  the 
Board  of  Guardians  as  to  how  they  will 
provide  for  these.     They  propose  to  do 
that    by    the    purchase     of     ten     more 
scattered  homes,  each    to  contain  fifteen 
children.     In   Greenwich    we    have   801 
children,  and  the  guardians  there  propose 
to  buy,  to  begin  with,  six  freehold  houses 
for  separate  homes  in  Culvert  Koad,  eacli 
house  to  contain  ten  children,  and  then 
they  propose  to  purchase  65  acres  of  laud 
for  Cottage  Homes.     This  laud  is  situated 
at  a  phiee  called  Sidcnp.     The  remainder 
is  to  be  provide^l  for   by  hoarding   out* 
With  regard  to  St.  Ojave's,  there  are  670 
children    to     he     provided     for.       The 
guardians  there  have  proposed  to  purchase 
sitfcs  for  their    accommodation,   hut   the 
price  asked  for  the  land   is  so  extremely 
high,  X357  an  acre,  that  we  have  asked 
for  further  explanations  as  to  the  kind  of 
site,  and  the  Board  of  Trade  ha.s  not  ^^et 
given  its  sanction  for  the  purchase  of  that 
land.     Then  we  have  Stepney,  with  »126 
children  ;  they  are  asking  tiow  frjr  permis- 
sion to  purchase  a  site  in  Essex  on  which 
to    provide    for    Cottage    Homes,    with 
15  in  each  house,  and  they  have  provided 
for  the  remaining  260  childreu  by  propos- 
ing to  make  four  blocks  containing   60 
children  each,     The  purcha.^e  of  this  site 
has  been  approved  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment    Board,   and    the   plans   are    being 
prepared  at  this  present  moment.     With 
Mr,  ChapHiL 


regard  to  the  merits  of  scattered  homes, 
blocks,  and  cottage  homes,  it%vill  be  more 
convenient,  perhaps,  if  I  express  my 
views  upon  that  at  a  later  stage  in  the 
evening.  With  regard  to  the  Union  of 
Woolwich,  where  352  children  are  to  f)e 
provided  for^  the  purchase  of  a  site  of  31 
acres  of  land  at  Plumstead  has  been 
authorised  by  the  Local  G-overnmem 
Board,  and  it  ia  proposed  to  accommo- 
date the  children  by  building  small 
blocks  to  contain  40  children  each,  and 
some  will  be  provided  for  in  detached 
homes  containing  fifteen  each,  I  have 
not  seen  the  plans  of  these  yet,  but  we  are 
informed  that  we  may  expect  them 
almost  directly.  The  hon.  Member  says 
that  we  have  done  nothing,  but  I  think 
that  he  will  admit  at  all  events  that  some 
progress  hfis  been  made  for  providing  for 
the  children  in  that  particular  Union. 
But  we  also  have  to  provide  for  a  special 
class.  Five  classes  of  children  are  to  be 
tiikcn  charge  of  in  future  by  the  Metro- 
politan Asylums  Board  —  ophthalmic 
children,  800;  children  suffo  ing  from 
ringworm,  400 ;  convalescent  children^ 
360;  children  defective  in  intellect^  60; 
and  remand  children,  273. 

Mr.  FL0^\T;R:   Is   that  table   up  to 
date  ? 

Mr,  CHAPLIN  ;  I  believe  so.  Tlien, 
with  regard  to  the  ophthalmic  children, 
t\^'o  sites  have  beenactiuired — one  at  Brent- 
wood, in  Essex,  and  one  at  Swanley,  in 
Kent— on  which  schools  are  to  be  built 
for  their  accommwlation.  It  is  propoaed 
to  establish  the  children  sufTering  from 
ringworm  in  the  girls'  school  at  Banstead, 
which  will  aceommodate  them  extremely 
well  This  property  has  reeently  been 
acquired  by  the  Metropolitan  Asyltims 
B<jard.  In  i^egard  to  convalesjents,  thert 
has  been  provided  a  home  at  Heme  ~ 
for  134,  a  home  at  Margate  for  91, 
arrangements  are  being  made  for  the 
accommodation  of  100  at  another  place. 
For  children  who  are  mentally  dofoc- 
tive,  two  houses,  one  of  which 
ia  at  Peckham,  have  been  provided, 
which  will  accommodate  20  each,  and 
provision  is  to  be  made  for  the  others ; 
and  for  remands  one  house  has  been 
bought  at  Camberwell  and  another  will 
be  purchased  at  Hampstead  which  will 
accomnio<late  50  each.  The  difficulty 
which  has  arisen  with  regard  to  this 
class  of  children  is  that  they  must  he 
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within  reasonable  reach  of  the  Court  to 
which  the  children  will  have  to  be  brought 
back.  That  difficulty  has  been  Bur- 
mounted  by  an  agreement  between  the 
ffuariiliana  and  the  Metropoh'tan  Asylums 
Bojird  and  the  police  by  which  they  will 
undertake  to  convey  them  to  the  Court 
when  required.  The  school  managers  of 
the  district  have  agreed  to  sell  to  the 
Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  their 
property  at  8utton  and  Banstead,  and  in 
that  way  I  think  we  have  satisfactorily 
disposed  of  the  state  of  things  under 
which  the  barrack  system  flourished  in  the 
past.  We  have  also  provided  accommoda- 
tion at  other  places,  I  eome  now 
I  to  gome  other  questions  which  have 
been  raised  in  this  discussion,  and  in 
particular  to  the  system  of  '*  boarding- 
out."  It  is  ft  practice  I  have  adopted 
myself,  and  the  Local  Government  Board 
have  no  objection  to  it ;  on  the  contrary 
we  have  always  aflvooated  it.  It  has 
been  pointed  out  that  there  are  two  great  i 
difficulties  in  connection  with  this  ques- 
tion ;  the  difliculty  of  proper  inspection 
and  the  difficulty  of  getting  good  foster 
parents.  With  regard  to  the  first  wo 
have  been  rather  blanie<l,  but  I  am  not 
altogether  ray  own  master  in  this  matter, 
and  when  I  ask  for  more  inspectors  there  , 

tis  always  a  fight  with  another  portion  of 
the  Government.  But  we  have  an  addi- 
tional st^iff  of  inspectors,  and,  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  I  must  say  that  I  am  in 
utter  ignorance  as  to  the  way  in  which 
these  inspectors  have  been  guilty  of 
failure  or  neglect  of  duty,  I  believe  I 
am  correct  in  saying  -that  they  have 
performed  their  duties  with  satisfaction 
to  us.  With  regard  to  the  question  of 
ioattered  homes^  the  Committee  will  per- 
ceive, by  the  permission  we  have  given 
to  the  district  of  Camberwell,  that  there 
is  no  disinclination  whatever  on  the  part 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  give 
that  system  n  fair  trial.  It  has  been  sug- 1 
gcsteil  by  one  hon.  Member  that  it  has 
been  tried  with  complete  success  at  j 
Bedford,  Bath,  and  Sheffield. 

Mr.  FLOWER:  I  expressly  excepted 
Sheffield. 

Mr.  CHAPLFN^ :  I  am  sorry  I  did  not 
he^r  that^  because  with  regard  to  Sheffield 
we  have  some  very  unsatisfactory  reports 
indeed.  What  I  do  want  to  impress  ufjon 
the  House  is  this,  that  if  we  have  not  been 
able  to  oooept  all  the  prn|X)sitions  that 


I  have  been  made  with  regard  to  the  future 
'  of   these  children,  it  is  l>ecause  a  very 
'  grave  responsibility  rests  upon  us.     For 
my  part.  I  c*tn  conceive  nothing  more  un* 
happy,  or  more  to  be  commifteratedj  in 
regard   to   some  poor  unfortunate  child 
than  that  it  should  be  relegated  to  some 
scattered    home,   free    altogether     from 
inspection,  where   it    might  possibly   be 
living  unhappily,  and,  as  often  might  be 
the  case,  where  it  was  unkindly  treated, 
and  regarded  solely  as  something  out  of 
which  a  profit  ougKt  to  be  made,  rather 
than  that  the  child  should  be  brought  up 
with  advantiige   to   itself.     But    human 
nature  is  human  nature  after  all,  and  un- 
less   these    people    are    most    carefully 
watched  something  of  that  kind  is  sure 
to  happen  ;  and  I  think   the  Committee 
will  understand  that  if  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  do  not  Jump  at  these  pro- 
posals  as  some  hon.  Members  think  we 
ought  to  do,  it  is  because  we  do  not  want 
to    relegate    these    poor  little    souls   to 
homes  of  that  kind.  For  my  own  part,  after 
a  very  careful  personal  inspection  of  many 
of  these  homes,  I  have  always  regarded 
the    cottage    home    system    with    great 
favour.     JSomething  has  been  said  in  the 
course  of  this  debate    about    industrial 
training,  and  the  necessity  for  promoting 
it  amongst  these  children.    I  do  not  think 
there    is   anything  which   ob^ht   to   be 
fostered  more  than  that,  for  it  is  a  real 
way  of    educating  these  children   so   as 
to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  making 
provision   for    themselves    in   after   life. 
Industrial     training    is    most    carefully 
at  ten*  led  to  at  these  cottage  homes,  and, 
if  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  seen  the  actual 
results  of  the  training  at   some   of  the 
cottage  homes  under  the  control  of  the 
South  Metropolitan  School   Managers,  I 
think  ho  would  be  most  agreeably   sur- 
prised, and  he  would  be  led  to  form  the 
opinion  which  I  hold  myself,  that  there 
is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  for  the  system 
of    keeping    these    children    in    cottage 
homes.     Another  question  hsis  been  raised 
upon   which    the    conduct  of   the   Local 
Government  Boai-d  has  been  very  much 
criticised.     We  have  been  condemned  in 
some  quarters  I>ecau8e  we  have  sanctioned 
proviiiion  l>eing  made  for  the  children  who 
have  been  displaced  by  the  closing  of  the 
South  Metropolitan  Schools  District  under 
the  block  system.     Under  that  system  the 
number  of  children  under  one   mantige- 
mont  is  to  Ije  limited  to  300,  and  they  are 
to  be  accommodated  in  different  blocks  of 
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not  more  thtan  60  in  imch.  I  confess  that, 
as  a  geiioral  rule,  I  should  have  preferretl 
cottage  honiea  wherever  they  are 
possible,  although  I  have  seen  some  very 
remarkable  iii.staiices  of  success  in 
connection  with  the  block  systeni.  The 
girls  school  :it  Banstead  was  conducted  on 
that  principle,  and  I  never  saw  in  my  life 
an  establishment  wliich  filled  me  with 
more  admiratibn,  arid  which  appeared  to 
me  to  be  better  conducted,  or  which  pro- 
duced Ijetter  practical  results,  which  is 
the  very  best  test  of  the  successful  man- 
agement of  an  irmtitution  of  that  kind, 
There  you  have  a  number  of  eliddren  to 
provide  for,  and  your  great  object  ought 
to  be  to  bring  them  up  at  your  school  so 
that  they  would  l)e  able  to  pro\  ide  for 
themselves  happily  and  comfortably  in 
after  life.  In  this  institution,  after  the 
very  closest  and  most  careful  examination 
of  what  was  going  on,  I  asked  the  lady 
manager  if,  when  these  children  left  her, 
she  could  get  good  places  for  them,  and 
she  replied,  '*  I  have  not  the  slightest 
ditticulty  in  the  world  ;  in  fact,  I  ciinnot 
keep  pace  with  the  demand  ;  every hody 
wants  the  girls  from  my  establii^hment/' 
She  told  nu"  that  the  year  before  h\i^i  she 
In  id  received  ovt^r  1,000  applications  for 
girls  as  servants,  and  she  was  not  a!ile  to 
supply  more  than  150.  I  want  to  know 
if  you  can  have  a  nu  ire  successful  bringing 
up  of  PrH)r  Law  children  than  that '?  In 
the  face  of  that  fact,  and  also  in  the  face 
of  the  statement  made  by  the  boards  of 
guardians,  that  nol  only  did  they  prefer  the 
blocks,  but  that  they  alsn  found  that  their 
expenditure  would  be  very  consiflerahly 
leas  than  it  would  be  by  the  provision  of 
cottage  homes,  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  I  should  have  no  right,  and  should 
not  be  justified,  in  forcing  upon  them  my 
own  particular  \iew  in  the  face  of  all  they 
had  aiiid  to  me,  and  in  the  face  of  such 
residts  as  I  have  described  which  had 
followed  as  a  result  of  the  block  system. 
But  there  is  also  this  to  be  said — that  I 
might  have  had  very  consideralile  diffi- 
culty in  enforcing  my  \iews  upon  them  if 
they  had  rejected  them.  It  is  ijuite  true 
that  I  could  have  refused  my  sane  tit  >n  to 
any  phins  or  proposals  to  which  I 
objected,  but  the  result  of  that  would 
have  been  to  have  brought  tis  to  an  alvso- 
lute  deadlock.  The  hon,  Memlier  for 
Bradford  hm  asked  me  when  the  Sutton 
schools  will  be  closed.  In  reply,  I  may 
say  that  they  wnll  l>e  closed  as  soon  as  the 
new  accommodation  is  provided.      How 
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soon  that  will  1m?  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
say,  but  r  may  tell  the  hon.  Member  this 
— that  1  never    lose   an   opportunity   of 
pressing  upon  all  parties  concerned    the 
necessity    *yf     providing    for     this     new 
aecommo<latiou  at    as    early    a    date    as 
possilile.     With  regard  to  emigration,   I 
may    say   that   the    Local    Government 
Board  flo  all  in  their  power  U)  further  that 
system,  and  we  never  refuse  our  assist- 
ance to  an  application  for  emigration  from 
any  board  of  guardians  in  the    ooiintiy 
unless  it  be  under  circnmBtanees  which  we 
think  might  be  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
the  child.     We  are,  however,  obliged  to 
insist    u|X)n    a    certain    condition     with 
regard  to  inspection  up  to  the  age  of  Itt, 
and   we  insist  that  there  should  be  an 
inspection    every    year.     The    Canadian 
Governtnent  have  objected  to  the  cost  of 
this,  which,  in  conscijuence,  falls  upon  the 
guardians,  and   prolmbly  it  is  owine  to 
this— to  my  great   regret-- that    enugra- 
tion  to  Cana4:la  has  fallen  off  in  number 
during  the  hist  year.     Still,  in  my  judg* 
ment,   that  is  far  better   than   that   the 
children    should    go  out   to    Canada  as 
emigrants  to   l:»e   tfiken   into   service   in 
distant  parts  of  the  Domiinon    withotU 
due   safeguarils,  and   e\'ery   word  that  I 
use   with   regard   to   children  and    theif 
dangerous    position    in   scattered    hom«i 
tells  with  ten   times  greater  force  wilA 
regarfi  to  children  emigrating  to   Canadji. 
I  think,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  I  bare 
dealt  with  all  the  various  questions  which 
have  been  raised — or  certairdy  with  most 
of   them — in    the   course  of   the   debate 
uijon  this  question,  and  I  can  oidy  assure 
the  Committee  that  this  s\ibject  which  we 
have    been   engaged    in   discussing   this 
afternoon  is  not  only  one  of  which  I  recog- 
nise the  extreme  importance,  but,  »is  has 
been  pointed  out  by  the  noble  Lord,  it 
is  one  in  which  I  take  a  deep  }>ersonal 
intei^st     myself.       I    can     also    assure 
hon.  Gentlemen  that,  so  far  as   it   rests 
with  me,  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  my 
piirt  to  secure  the  better  e^^lucation   and 
the  welfare  of  thc^e  children.     There  are 
two  matters   which    hacl  almost  escaped 
my  memory — one  was  with  reganl  to  the 
question  of  vagranl  children.     Perhaps  I 
may  remind  the  C-ommittee  that  my  non, 
friend    the  Member  for  Bnidford,  with 
the  full  knowledge  and  support    of    the 
i/ocal   ixovernment    Board,  introfiuced  a 
Bill  on  this  subject  last  year  which  would 
have    had    a     very    considerable    effbcs 
upon  this  question.   It  was,  imfortnn^^t^Jy, 
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stopped  by  the  aciioii  of  l\u3  hoii. 
CTeritleman  (iiipmito,  the  MemT>ei"  for 
Bethiml  Green^  hut  the  Govemmetit^  if 
it  is  possible  to  Mud  timts  will   introduce 

I  a  Bill  on  that  subject  which  will  no  doubt 
be  fnuiided  upon  the  Bill  uf  the  huu. 
Member,  and  I  hope  it  may  have  some 
con.sidentble  effect  in  enabling  us  to  solve 
Lhat  ifuestinn.  There  is  one  other  matter 
which,  for  the  moment,  escaped  my 
memtirv,  and  that  is  the  ijuestion  raised 
by  my  hon,  fiietnl  the  Member  for 
[>erby,  who  spoke  of  the  gnstt  ad- 
vantages of  the  tmining  which  is  to 
be  enjoyed  by  Poor  Law  chihhen  on 
the  training  ship  *'  Exmuuth/'  With 
that  I  entirely  agree,  and  1  doubt  very 
nuich  if  ainon^r  all  the  different   forms  of 

t  education  for  Poor  Law  children  there  is 
one  which  ia  more  successful  than  the 
education  giveu  upou  that  ship.  It  per- 
forms a  double  pnrtx)se.  We  are  a  great 
naval  nation,  and  nur  supremacy  ihrough- 
out  the  world  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe  depends  upon  our  Navy,  and  our 
Navy  *lej>ends  npjii  our  having  a  sutticient 
uumlier  of  seamen.  Therefore,  when  our 
Poor  Law  chiltlren  are  sent,  as  they  are 
at  the  present  moment,  on  training  ships, 
a  double  purjiose  is  fulfilled.  Children 
are  brought  up  there  more  happily,  more 
healthily,  and  under  circumstances  more 
desirable  perhaps  than  any  other  system 

»of  Poor  La^v  education  ;  while,  at  the 
same  time,  it  trains  a  race  of  sailors  who 
may  be  most  useful  to  their  country  in 
after  life.  My  hon.  friend  appeals  to  me 
to  do  my  utmost  to  extend  that  system. 
That  is  my  desire,  and  it  is  also  my 
in  ten  tic  HI,  ami  1  hope  no  distant  time  may 
elapse  before  we  may  have,  not  one^  but 
many  ships  performing  a  similar  duty  and 
working  imder  similar  conditions.  I 
thank  the  Committee  for  allowing  me  to 

t  dwell  at  so  much  length  upon  this 
question,  which  was  so  exhaustively 
deliated  up<>n  a  fi^rmcr  occasion,  and  I 
hope  that,  to  the  beat  of  ray  ability^  I 
have  dealt  with  nearly  all  the  questions 
put  iK^fore  me. 

Mr,  SAMUEL  SMITH:  I  beg  to  ask 
luiive  to  withdraw  my  motion  for  the 
retluetion  of  the  Vote. 

Motion  by  leave  wdthilrawn. 
Original  «[uestion  again  proposed, 

Mk.  LLUYD'GEOKOE(Canmnon  ifrc.)^ 
I  wish  to  call  attention  to  a  rjuestion 
which  1  have    alj*eady    pressed    rut    the 


Local  Government  Board,  I  shoidd  like  to 
know  whL'ther  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  now  pj'epareti  to  take  some  steps  to  put 
into  operation  the  clause  of  the  Local 
Government  Act  of  1888  which  em- 
powers him  to  delegate  certain  functions 
of  his  Board  to  the  county  councils. 
This  ijuestion  has  l>een  very  carefully 
considered  by  the  county  councils  in- 
<lividually  and  by  the  C'ounty  Councils 
A.ssoeiatioii,  and  the  latter  hody  has 
draftetl  a  scheme  and  submitted  it  to  the 
Local  Government  Board.  That  scheme 
has  l>een  considered  by  a  Committee 
appointed  by  the  right  hon.  iJcntleman 
himself  to  consider  the  arrears  uf  work. 
The  Loc^il  Government  Boarfl  has,  year 
l>y  year,  had  an  increasing  amount  tA 
work  ca.st  upon  it  by  legislation,  and,  to 
show  the  importance  of  this  matter,  the 
scheme  of  the  County  Councils  Associa- 
tion proposes  to  delegate  something 
like  IPJ  powers,  mostly  exceedingly 
trivial,  to  the  county  courieils.  These 
powers  ijiclude  the  question  of  altering 
the  bourxlanes  of  imrishcs,  of  fixing  the 
names  of  district  coiuicils,  and  of  de- 
ciding on  the  tolls  and  dates  of  fairs,  and 
similar  small  matters.  I  think  all  these 
powers  <'onld  very  well  be  delegated  to 
I  the  county  councils.  Boundary  questions, 
for  instance,  take  up  a  lot  of  the  time  of 
the  Local  Government  BoanI,  and  as  the 
chiefs  of  the  staff  find  it  quite  impossible 
to  give  attention  to  insignificant  little 
matters  of  purely  local  moment,  although 
of  importitnce  to  the  parish,  they  are 
neglected.  The  deputmental  committee 
proposed  to  meet  the  difficulty  of  coping 
with  the  work  by  increasing  the  clerical 
stafl'.  That,  I  suggest,  is  not  the  way  to 
deal  with  it,  for  in  that  case  the  duties 
would  be  left  in  the  hands  of  inex- 
perienced persons,  who  would  be  unal»le 
to  ^nasp  those  principles  which  make 
efficient  administrators  of  local  affairs. 
Seeing  that  this  Act  was  passefl  eleven 
years  ago,  is  it  not  time  that  something 
was  done  in  this  matter  ?  I  know  it  is 
very  difficiUt  to  persuade  a  DejKirtment  u> 
rill  itself  of  any  portion  i>f  its  work,  Btit 
is  not  this  rather  a  matter  for  a  Cora- 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Coiumons  than 
for  a  dejMirt mental  committee  ?  May 
I  suggest  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  a  Parliamentary  Committee 
might  l)e  appointed  with  a  view 
to  developing  some  scheme  for  put- 
ting this  clause  into  oj>eration.  Again, 
I  may  suggest  that  ifj  in  jxirts  of  Engmn<l, 
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there  are  difl&culties  in  the  way,  owing  to 
the  position  of  non-county  boroughs,  the 
experiment  might  well  be  tried  in  other 
parts  where  such  difficulties  are  non- 
existent. Wales  certainly  offers  such  a 
field.  Welsh  county  councils  are  practi- 
cally unanimous  in  desiring  the  proposed 
change,  and  if  the  experiment  were  tried 
there  and  proved  successful,  then  it  could 
be  extended  to  the  rest  of  the  country. 
As  to  the  case  of  non-county  boroughs,  I 
don't  know  whether  there  is  any  real 
difficulty  beyond  that  raised  by  the 
official  element — by,  for  instance,  the 
town  clerks.  I  think  that  if  it  were  left 
to  the  county  councils  themselves  they 
would  promptly  give  effect  to  the  clause. 

*Mii.  GRIFFITH-BOSCAWENlKent,  i 
Tunbridgo) :  I  wish  to  call  attention  to 
a  matter  which  has  excited  a  good 
deal  of  interest  in  the  country.  It  is 
one  concerning  the  administration  of  the 
Poor  Law,  and  it  affects  the  question  of 
adequate  religious  ministration  in  work- ! 
houses.  There  can  be  no  doubt  there 
has  been  a  determined  attempt  to  prevent 
the  appointment  of  workhouse  chaplains, 
and  in  consequence  a  large  number  of 
the  inmates  of  our  unions  are  deprived  of 
the  proper  meiins  of  spiritual  support  and 
lielp.  I  complain,  first,  of  tlve  failure  of 
boards  of  guardians  in  a  great  many 
unions  to  appoint  chaplains;  and,  secondly, 
of  the  failure  of  the  Local  Government 
T^)ard  to  carry  out  the  law  on  this  point. 
I  may  remind  the  Committee  that  by  the 
Poor  Ijiiw  Act,  1834,  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners, whose  successors  are  the  Local 
Ctovernment  Board,  were  empowered  to 
appoint  paid  officei-s,  and  these  were 
defined  to  include  clergymen.  The  Act 
(lid  not  lay  it  down  definitely  that  a 
clergyman  or  chaplain  should  be  appointed 
in  every  case,  but  four  years  after  it  was 
passed  the  Poor  I^aw  Commissioners 
issued  a  circular  in  which  they  said  it  was 
the  duty  of  boanls  of  guardians  to  appoint 
chaplains  in  every  case.  They  said,  in 
effect,  the  Commissioners  think  such  an 
appointment  is  in  all  cases  necessary  : 
first  of  all  for  the  superintending  of  the 
moral  and  religious  state  of  the  inmates 
generally  ;  secondly,  for  the  direction  of 
the  religious  instniction  of  the  children  ; 
and  thirdly,  for  the  administration  of 
spiritual  counsel  to  the  aged,  infirm,  and 
sick.  In  the  year  1847  the  Poor  I^aw  Board 
issued  a  general  order  that  no  chaplain, 
whenever  a  vacancy  occurred,  was  to  l)e 

^ft',  Uoijd'GeoTtje. 


i  appointed  without  the  consent    of    the 

I  Bishop.     Therefore  it  is  established  that 

!  under  the  existing  law  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  lx)ard  of  guardians  to  appoint  a 
chaplain  for  every  workhouse.  It  is  very 
important  that  that  should  be  done  to 

;  provide  for  the  spiritual  health  and  com- 
fort of  these  poor  people.  That  has  been 
the  law  ever  since  the  Act  of  1834  was 
passed  ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  law 
is  constantly  evaded.  I  find  from  the 
Poor  Law  Rieport  of  last  yeiir  that  there 

i  are  650  unions,  with  674  workhouses  ; 
but  there  are  only  571  chaplains,  and 
therefore  it  is  clear  that  there  are  over  a 

■  hundred  workhouses  without  any  chaplain 

;  at  all. 

:  Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  Does  that 
include  voluntary  chaplains  ? 

*Mr.  GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN  :  I  am 
;  speaking  of  the  paid  and  regularly  ap- 
pointed chaplains.  In  Lancashire  there 
are  ten  workhouses  out  of  twenty-three 
!  without  chaplains,  in  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire  twenty-one  out  of  thirty-five,  and 
in  Cornwall  out  of  thirteen  unions  there  isno 
chaplain  at  all.  I  can  appreciate  the  point 
of  the  hon.  Member  opposite  that  there 
are  volunteer  chaplains  or  other  means  by 
which  spiritual  ministrations  may  1« 
given  to  the  paupers  ;  but  I  subnut  that 
that  is  not  a  proper  fulfilling  of  the  spiri- 
tual work  of  the  workhouses.  A  clerg\'- 
man  should  be  duly  appointed  to  devote 
his  whole  time  to  the  work,  and  if  that  is 
not  done  the  law  is  evaded.  I  go  further  and 
''say  that  there  are  several  instances  where 
no  provision  whatever  has  been  made  for 
religious  ministrations  in  the  workhouses. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  case  of  Notting- 
ham, where  there  was  no  chaplain  for  ten 
months,  and  the  inspector  complained  that 
the  inmates  were  dying  without  any  reli- 
gious ministration  at  all.  In  the  following 
year  the  niiister  of  the  workhouse  made  a 
similar  complaint ;  and  no  provision  from 
that  day  to  this  has  ever  been  made  fur 
the  iimiates  of  that  workhouse  who  belong 
to  the  Church  of  England,  although  they 
are  in  a  large  majority.  It  is  true  that  a 
clergyman  from  a  neighbouring  parish 
has  been  allowed  to  come  in  at 
four  o'clock  on  Sunday  afternoon  to 
give  religious  ministration,  but  that  is  the 
hour  when  able-bodied  inmates  go  out  for 
exercise.  What  has  happened  in  the  case 
of  the  Nottingham  Umon  has  happened 
'  in  many  other  cases.  I  do  noi  wish  to 
'  treat  this  matter  in  any  sectional  spirit ; 
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l>iU  I  ^i\y  lliHt,  owing  to  thi*  failure  uf  the 
l^uanliaiiH  to  af*point  chaplains,  and  the 
failure  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
caiTy  out  the  law,  we  are  running  a  very 
great  risk  that  in  these  workhouses  no 
adetjimte  or  proper  religious  ministra- 
tions are  provided  at  all.  iloieover, 
in  a  consideral)le  numl>er  of  ctiaes 
h»oards  of  gtiardian8  have  made  direct 
iufraetion^  of  the  law.  At  Nottingham, 
for  inntance^  instead  of  a  clergyman  of  the 
Chtirt'h  of  England,  a  Dissenting  lajTuan 
was  appointcfl.  No  doul)t  every  provi- 
sio!!  is  made  to  secure  religious  libeity, 
hut  the  law  contemplates  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  ehaplaiu  of  the  Church  of 
England*  arnl  iiiiniatera  of  all  fleuomiua- 
tiona  are  quit6  properly  allowed  to  visit 
the  workhouses. 

An  HON.  MEMBER  :  On  the  cheap. 

♦Mr.  GRIFF1TH-B08CAWEN  :  By 
the  rules  of  the  Poor  Law  Boanl  raJ uls- 
ters of  all  religious  tietmnn nations  are 
allowed  to  go  into  the  workhouses  to  give 
ministrations  to  the  mcmlMTs  of  their 
own  creed  itmi  to  instruct  the  children  ; 
but  what  I  am  complaiidug  of  is  that 
in  a  gi'e^^it  many  crises  the  htmrdw  of 
cuartlians  have  made  speeial  provision 
for  various  religious  IkmIics,  and  ha^e 
directly  excluded  all  provision  for  the 
luemlKJi^  of  the  Church  of  England.  I 
will  take  the  ease  of  Abergaveiuiy,  in 
the  county  of  Monmouth,  Here  a  cU^rgy- 
man  of  the  Church  of  England  apjjUcd  to 
have  the  right  to  come  into  the  work- 
house, without  any  remuricration,  to  have 
service  on  Siuiday,  and  Holy  Com- 
munion on  Easter  Day,  but  he  was 
not  allowed  to  do  so  unless  he  would 
consent  to  join  in  a  rota  with  other 
ministers  of  different  creeds.  At  the 
same  time  when  a  lioman  Catholic  priest 
made  a  similar  application  he  was  allowed 
to  do  so.  I  ask  why  these  religious  dis- 
abilities are  placed  on  the  menibci's  of  the 
Church  of  England,  who  are  in  the  vast 
majority,  when  speeial  privileges  are 
given  to  the  ministers  of  other  creeds. 
1  gay  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Local 
Grovernment  B<janl  to  make  inf[uiry,  and 
if  the  law  is  brrjken  to  see,  at  all  events, 
that  no  further  disability  is  placed  on  the 
tninistcrs  of  the  Church  of  England. 
Let  me  give  another  cxise.  It  has  been  dis- 
tinctly laid  down  that  ministers  of  various 
creeds  may  go  into  workhouses  and  give 
oiinistration  to  those  who  belong  to  their 
d-eed.  Nobody  is  compelled  to  attend  any 


service    which    is    not   of    his    particular 
.  denominatioiu       But    there    are    van'oUs 
cases  where   the   children    of  Church   of 
I  England  parents  in  workhouses  have  been 
corufielled  to  go  to  what  are  calk*d  unrle- 
I  nomi national  services.     In  South  Shields, 
j  for  instance,  all   the  children  have   been 
I  compelled  to  attend  the  service  of  a  liody 
called  the  Sunday  School  Union — an  un- 
denominational Ijody,      The  matter   wiis 
brought   before    the    Local   (Tovernment 
Biiard,  and  that  Board  rather  characterise 
}  tically  stated  that  they  hoped  the  Churcb- 
I  men    interested     woukl    not   press    the 
case.     The   c;ise   was  presseil*    and    tiie 
Board   wrote   a   letter   in   wdiich  it   w^as 
I  stated  that  there  w^as  no  evidence  that 
the  children  w^ore  compelled   to  attend  a 
!  religious  service  not  of  their  ow^n  creed, 
l>eeause,  they  said,   the  service  sviha  not 
religious.     A  similar  c^ise  (X'CUiTed  at  St* 
Asaph,  where  the  children  were  compelled 
to   attend  an  undenomonational  8er\ice. 
There  the  Local  Government  Boiu*d  took 
a  very  different  line,  and  wrote  a  letter 
in  which  they  laid    it   down    that   even 
al though    the    service    might    be    called 
luidenominational,  if  it  wha  given  by  any 
minister  of  any  denomination  it  woidtl  be 
regarded  as  a  service  of  that  denominati*»n, 
and  that  therefore  theopinior  of  the  Board 
was  that  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
was  not  in  accordance  wttli  the  intention 
of  the  Act,     I  ask  J  Is  it  fair  to  Church  of 
England  |vuTnts  that  their  children  should 
lie  compelled   to  Ih.^   sent   to  services  to 
which  they  do  not  give  their  assent '(     I 
will  give  another  instance.    At  St.  All>ans 
all  the  chililreti   in  tlie  workhouse  have 
l>een  compeHed  to  attend  Dissenting  ser- 
vices  in  the   Union  chapel     The   Local 
Government  Boaitl  in  this  case  acted  with 
greater   bravery,  and    ordered    that   the 
children  who  were  on  the  Church  of'  Eng- 
land register  shoidd  not  be  compelled  to 
attend  the  semce.     The  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, however,  refused  to  carry  oiU  the 
oiTler  of   the   Local    Goverrmient  Board, 
although  only  one  of  the  children  was  a 
Dissenter,  all   the  rest    l>eh)nging  to  the 
t'hurch  of  pjUgland.      I  cio  not  want  to 
deal  with  this  matter  in  any  narrow  or 
I  bigoted  spirit,  but  I  Scvy  we  are   ruiniing 
great     danger,      Wc   are   running   very 
great      danger     of      two     things — first, 
I  of    compelling    the    chiklren   of    Church 
,  of    England    parents,    contrary    to    all 
^  their   pnnciples    of    religious    liberty,  to 
attend  services  which  are  dis^ipproved  of 
by  the   parents,   and,   secotidly,    by   the 
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failure  to  appoint  cbaplaiiiM,  of  pioNidiug, 
ill  tiiHiiy  uiisies,  nu  suftiuiunt  religious 
instruction  for  these  inmates,  I  ventures 
to  think  this  is  a  nintter  which  ileiiKinds 
the  prompt  attention  \A  the  XakkhX  (irnern- 
ment  BtwinL  Not  only  is  it  tlie  law  that 
there  shoiiltl  he  chapiains  ap|K>ir^te(l  in 
workhouses,  hut  it  is  also  the  law  that 
there  shouhi   he   chaplains   app<>inte<l   in 


Order  wius  presentee]  hy  the  I^oeal 
(irjvernmcnt  Boani^  and  laid  on  the  t«ihli: 
of  this  House,  propcjsing  to  carry  out  the 
terms  uf  the  clause  in  question,  and  it 
was  lefeiied  to  that  Committee,  which,  if 
I  reeolleet  rightly,  was  presided  over  by 
Mr.  Htaiisfeld,  who  hati  been  President  of 
the  Local  (rovernnient  Boartl,  and  pos- 
se asied  a  knowledge  of  local   government 


prisons  for  convicts.     In  the  case  of  work-  !  law'  second  to  no  man  in  the  country.     A 


houses  the  matter  is  left  to  the  hoard  of 
guanlians  and  the  Local  Gctverument 
H*_MinL  In  the  case  of  prisons  it  is  left  to 
the  Home  Uttice.  I  have  shi>wn  that  in 
the  case  of  workhouses  the  law  is  rarely 
carried  out  at  all,  and  the  conditions 
under  which  chapJaius  have  to  work  are 
often  uusatisfactory.  Every  single  prison 
is  provided  for,  whereas  a  great  numher 
of  workhoui^es  are  not  pro\  ided  for  at  all. 
I  venture  to  think  that  the  results  which 
have  lieen  ohtaincd,  and  oht4iined  (piietly, 
withoiu  any  sectional  animosity,  in  our 
pristm  and  convict  estatjlishments  ought 
to  he  ohtained  also  in  the  workhouses. 

Motion  made,  and  ijuestion  [)ropo8ed  : 
**  That  it^sm  A  (Salaries),  Ij«  reduetjil  bv  £130, 
ill  le-spect  of  the  Salarv  of  tlie  President  uj^ 
tlie  Local  Governiiieiit  board/*^(J/r  irH£ith- 
BascMicen.) 

Lout)  E.  FITZ>L\UKICE  :  I  do  not 
desire  to  follow  my  hon.  friend  on  the 
opposite  aide  of  the  House  into  the 
various  questions  of  deljul  with  reganl  to 
the  apiKjintment  of  chaplains  which  he 
h^is  raised,  l»ecause  each  turns  upon  the 
pirticulai-  facts  of  the  citse  which  are 
known  Uv  him  ;  hut  I  am  anxious  to  siiy 
sometiiing  wilfi  regard  to  the  very  iin- 
ptHtant  matter  which  wa.s  laised  hy  my 
friend  the  Memher  for  Carnarvon 
lioroughs  —1  mean  in  regard  tr»  the  various 
projK>sids  which  have  heen  made  from  time 
to  time  to  try  aufl  carry  out  the  clause  of 
the  L<x'al  Goverrunent  xUt  of  \8S>^,  which 
propijisetl  to  delegate  a  con8ideivd>le 
amount  of  the  fxiwers  of  the  Locvd 
Govornnicut   BijijirI,   in  matters  of  detail^ 


strong  upposjtion  had  just  hegun  to  show 
itself  for  the  first  tioie,  and  the  G over- 
men t    thought   it   wise  to  withdi-aw  thw 
Provisional    Older*        Suhseqiiently    the 
County  t'ouTicils  Association,  hoping  that 
these  passions — if  I   may  call  them  ^> — 
woulil  suhside^   l»rought    forward  a  very 
carefully  pief wired  scheme,      Cuniniuniai- 
tions  followed  between  the  L<X!al  Goveni- 
ment   Board   au(i    the   County    Couneik 
Association  and  the  association  represent- 
ing  noriTeounty  horotighs,  and   the  result 
wa^  the  apjKJintmeut  of  a  Departmental 
Committee,     There,  I  rem'et  to  s;i\%  thw* 
di til cid ties  again  arose.     They  were  fouiMi 
not  to  have  (hminishe*i  by  time,  button  the 
contrary,    to   have   incrofised,    l)ecanse  a 
eonsidendile  immber  of  Acts   of    Parlia- 
ment were  pissed  confening  fre.sh  jiowers 
on  the  county  councils,  anil   with   reganl 
to   nearly    all    of    these    matters    nuta- 
tions   of     difterence — greater     or     IttH^ 
accorditig     to    circumstauces^ — arose    ht- 
tweeu     the    comity    councils    and     tbe 
non-county  lK)roughs,   and  in   nearly  all 
those  easesj  I  regiet  to  say,  tho^e  differ* 
enees  have  continued,  and  hanlly  in  one 
of  them  has  a  satisfactory  settlement  lieeii 
arrivetl  at.     The  Committee  was  prcsideil 
over  l»y  Sir  John  Hihtiert.,  for  many  veairs 
a  Memher  of  this  House,  and  SeeretJir^'  l*^ 
the  Lotud  Uovernmenl  Boaixi  on  one  uocft- 
sion,   iuid  >>ecreUiry  to  the  Trx*asniy  od 
another  ;  and  if  there  was  one  man  in  the 
country  who  could  have  hi'onght   thaie 
difficulties  to  a  satisfactory   termiitaUou 
Sir  John  Hi)»lK^rt  was  that  man.     Bnt  ki* 
ertbrts,  and  the  effoils  of  the  Committee 


to  the  county  ctmncils.  There  can  be  over  which  he  presided,  wore  entirely  io- 
no  douht  that  that  prop(>,sjd  at  the  lime  etlective ;  and  the  result  is  that  the 
excited  a  very  wide  feeling  of  interest  in  i  matter  remains  exactly  where  it  did. 
the  country.  I  recollect  \  ery  well  the  My  hon.  friend  has  nKide  a  ^uggestiuft, 
interest  it  excited  on  this  aide  of  the  w^hich  may  be  a  practicable  one.  He  ewys 
House,  I  wa.s  not  a  Member  at  the  time  that  in  Wales  these  tliffereucejs  between 
that  this  Bill  {Kissed  into  law,  Ijut  I  know  the  county  coimcils  and  the  non-coriijlj 
there  was  no  portion  of  the  Bill  which    ^  *  ^  "~        ' 

excit€<i  so  great  an  amoimt  of  interest  as 
that  elaiise.  The  year  after  it  Ijccame  law, 
a  Committee  of  this  House  wtis  apjKiintecl 
to  examine  liie  ijuestion,  and  a  Provisional 
Mt\  Giijfttli - lUt^n Win , 


horoughs  are  not  so  acute  as  they  are,  un- 
fortmmtely,  in  England,  and  possibly  a 
delegation  of  powers  might  lye  made  to  a 
piirticular  county  or  gr-oup  of  counties  tii 
the  hope  that  convictiori  might  Ije  cArrM 


I 
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to  tlic  niinilts  of  the  uori-coiuity  Iwroughs. 
I  lielieve  tliiii  the  siiispiciuiis  of  tht;  iion- 
cotinty  iKJroughs  are  fournleil  upon 
itothiiig»  and  are  really  uiiittcn!^  of  preju- 
(lict!.  Suspicioir8  arc  excited,  articles  are 
written  in  local  iiewii papers,  an  ancient 
lTi>ruiigh  is  aisureil  that  the  county 
council  desires  w  control  its  lilier- 
ties,  when  rejdly  nu  such  idea  is  euter- 
taiued,  Howex^er  uiu^eiuiouaWe  all  these 
suspicious,  there  they  are,  aud  they  are  a 
mo6t  senoui*  matter.  1  am  not  going  to 
.complain  (:*f  the  action  of  the  Local 
Govcrumeut  l)<>anl,  knowing  as  I  do  these 
iliilieulticH,  liccause  hitherto  they  have 
failtnl  Lu  solve  til  is  excowJingly  ditticillt 
pruhleni*  and  here  I  nnist  add  that  there 
is  another  dithculty  which  has  not  yet 
been  meutjoiietl  The  Local  Goverumeut 
Ii<jard,  Sir  John  Hibl>ert  staltx^l  only  yes- 
tentay  at  a  ukeeting  of  the  County 
Councils  Association,  was  rather  iuclirie<l 
to  intimate  to  the  county  councils  that  as 
aevenil  of  these  questions  were  saiiitar)-" 
matiei*s,  the  fact  that  such  a  very  small 
iumil>er  of  the  county  councils  of  England 
had  appoiutetl  met  heal  orticers  of  health 
Wtis  one  re^ison  why  the  Local  Crovern- 
ment  Bojird  might  well  hesitjite  to  confer 
large  jKiwers  in  regaril  to  satuUiry  matters. 
The  county  councils  ki\e  the  remedy  iti 
reganl  to  that  matter  in  their  own  hantls, 
1  have  in  my  own  county  quite  recently 
had  to  fight  this  question  of  the  apf>oint- 
rnent  of  a  metlical  officer  of  hetdth,  and  it 
has  Ijeen  3*irried  to  a  sticcessful  issue.  If 
the  county  councils  wish  to  put  them- 
selves right  with  the  puhlic  they  should 
appoint  medical  officers  of  health,  and 
thereby  <leprive  non-county  Ix^roughs  of 
one  solid  argument  which  they  have  made 
against  the  delegation  of  these  powers  by 
the  Local  Guvertmient  Boaixl. 

Mk,  J.  G.  TALBOT  (Oxford  University): 
I  wish  to  emphfusisw  in  a  very  few  wonls 
the  comphiint  which  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Tonbridge  hits  miide  as  to 
the  ireatmout  of  some  of  the  poorer  in- 
habitants of  the  country  who  are  obliged 
to  end  their  days  in  workhouses.  It  is  a 
stmnge  thing  that,  after  having  success- 
fully labouitNl  for  niiiny  years  to  remove 
religious  disiiiiilitios,  we  should  have 
arrived  at  a  time  when  religious  dimd>ili- 
ties  are  imposed  on  one  denomination 
only,  viz.,  the  Church  of  England.  I 
will  illustrate  what  I  mean  by  the  case 
of  South  Shields.  In  the  South  Shields 
Union,  all  the  children  (iricluding  Church 
of  Engkiid  ehildi-en)  attend  an  undeuomi* 


national  surv  ice,  Alth<>ngh  there  are  GOO 
inmates,  the  Gnanlians  refuse  to  appoint 
and  piiy  a  chaplain,  and  there  is  no 
Chureh  of  England  service  on  Snndays. 
Acconling  to  the  i^otifh  Shie/^fs  Ihtilij 
(rii:€tk\  at  the  undenominational  service 
for  the  childrou — 

"  No  reli^ouii  teach  iDg  is  intrcKluceil,  no 
child  b  eompelled  to  attend  ,  .  .  ,  ito 
creed  or  dogma  or  religitJUB  t^meliing  of  any 
kind  i^  platted  before  the  chiklren  at  these 
meetings.*' 

I  suppose  some  persons  who  have  studieil 
this  <piestion  will  look  upon  this  state  of 
thitigs  as  a  jtidgnient  upon  the  C'hnrcli  i>f 
England  for  what^  no  doubt,  Wiis  a  grie- 
vous mistake  im  her  jwrt  m  former  flays, 
when  she  tlenietl  to  others  the  liber- 
ties which  she  herself  enjoyed.  The 
conditions  have  remarkably  changed  now, 
hut  I  do  not  see  that  that  is  any  rciison 
for  acquiescing  in  what  must  l>e  acknow- 
ledged to  be  an  act  of  real  injustice.  It 
seems  that  now  members  of  the  Church 
of  England  in  workhouses  are  the  only 
people  who  do  not  receive  religious  minis- 
trations from  chaplains  of  their  deuomina- 
tion.  Member  of  the  Church  cjf  England 
will  not  be  satistie<i  until  the  religious 
grievance  as  to  chaplains  is  removed,  and 
if  tiot  removal  by  the  action  of  the  Local 
Government  Boanl  i>ther  steps  must  be 
taken. 

Mr.  J.  a  ROBERTS  (Deubigh- 
shire,  W,) :  I  regret  very  much  that  the 
shadow  of  religious  coiUroiersy  which 
falls  upon  these  sulijects  has  manifested 
itself  in  the  discussion  u|K>n  tlie  (jues- 
ttoa  of  the  administration  uf  the  p<joi' 
law  schocils  in  this  House  this  evening. 
My  desire  is  to  emphasise  the  im- 
}>orUince  of  the  <|uestion  which  has  been 
raised  by  my  hon.  friend.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  Committee  does  not  sutfi- 
cieutly  realise  the  position  of  the  Local 
Govenmient  Biwinl  in  tfus  matter  and  the 
work  it  performs.  The  hon.  Gentle 
man  opposite  siiid  the  amount  of  arrear-a 
was  simply  apptdling.  1  tele  re  nee  has 
been  made  to  the  !>e[>artmenud  Com- 
mittee of  1896,  which  issuctl  two  reports, 
one  in  1897  and  one  in  Jiuie  last  year.  I 
do  not  want  to  weary  the  Committee  with 
many  statistics,  but  I  wouhl  jtist  lay 
Ijcfore  them  one  or  two  striking  figures 
Ijcaring  on  the  subject.  The  report  of 
the  Committee  referrtd  to  the  enormous 
extent  in  which  the  work  had  increased 
during  the  two  or  three  years  mentionetl. 
In  1895  the  depirtment  receive*!  and 
registered    119,000  lettei-s,  and   in   1896 
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the  anicitini  was  168^000.  The  Cam-  I  think  it  is  a  gi-eat  pity  such  u  valiiii!»W  j 
mittee  nlso  pointed  out  that  the  number  |  instnictioii  should  he  allowed  to  nutl 
of  enquiries  had  increased  in  189C  to  ;  for  want  of  additional  powers,  I  atn  gUill 
douhle  the  amount  it  was  in  1885.  In  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  symp 
1H85  there  were  2,000,000  ini|uiriecS  in  thetic  reply  given  on  this  question  by  ibc 
18£t6  6,000.000.  All  these  hgurea  prove  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  ibe 
that  the  work  in  all  departments  dining  Loc^il  Goverimient  Board  la^t  year  ami  til- 
th e  last  ten  or  fifteen  years  has  more  than  ,  night.  I  trust  that  during  the  last  twd\e 
ilouhled  itself.  It  was  pointed  out  that 
the  arrears  were  greatest  in  the  PulJic 
Health  Department,  and  that  at  the  end 
of  1896  there  there  were  more  than  100 
cases  awaiting  enquiry,  cases  unallotted 
to  the  insfiectors.  The  Committee  recom- 
mend e<l  a  reorg;ini!=«ati(>n  of  the  staft,  and 
wont  on  to  isiiy  that  it  would  cost  a  great 
deal  of  m<jney,  Init  that  they  thought  that 
if  the  t'ituniry  olitained  prompt  attention 
to  the  work  it  would  not  grudge  the  extra 
amount,  I  floubt  whether  any  reorgani- 
9*ition  will  ett ectually  tope  with  the 
largely  increiised  duties.  The  second 
report,  June,  189H,  referred  to  the  more 
important  question  of  the  devolution 
of  powei's  on  the  county  councils.  I 
hanMy  think  the  reiison  given  by  the 
Committee  when  they  say  they  cannQt 
recommend  any  scheme  is  a  suHicient  one. 
They  fKiint  to  the  fact  that  the  l^o- 
visional  Onler  Bill  of  1889  was  dis- 
cussed by  the  Committee  upstairs,  arifl 
was  opjM^sed  1>y  the  opinion  of  the 
parlies  generally,  and  that  they  think 
this  opposition  ha«  not  alwited,  but  that 
there  still  continues  a  ceit<iin  amount  of 
oppisition  to  the  devolution  of  these 
I^HJWiTs  to  the  county  councils.  There 
are,  at  all  e\'entH,  three  different  circum 
atiiuces  which  give  to  Wales  a  strong  case 
to  have  these  j>owers  tried  within  its 
iMipoughs.  First  of  all,  all  the  Welsh 
C43UUty  councils  have  asked  for  a  devolu- 
tion of  the  ptjvvers  ;  secondly,  the  Welsh 
county  councils  haxe  h«id  considerable 
ex|x^rience  of  this  Act ;  thirdly,  the  cir- 
cumstances of  Wales  are  different  m  many 
respects  to  those  of  the  rest  of  the  I 
country  generally,  and  there  isnodouht  the 
country  is  npe  for  this  devolution.  In 
conehision,  I  will  simply  remind  the  Com- 
nn'ttee  of  a  few  words  used  by  the  right 
hori,  {Tcniieman  the  Memlier  for  Wolver- 
hanqiton  in  the  delmte  on  this  question  last 
ywir.     He  s^iid — 


**  Devolution  in  one  of  tlie  fin^t  qu€«tioiis 
which  oii^^ht  to  engiige  the  iittflntion  of  the 
Local  (ioverninunt  lk>Hnl, Jmt  I  iki  not  think 
a  Dejiartiuentfd  *.\nnuiitli^e  i^<  the  litini  trilniiml 
t4j  which  il  conW  Tw  ref erred,  Imt  that  it  shcuiM 
lie  referre<l  to  a  Coitiinittoe  of  the  whole 
House." 

Mr.  Herbert  llobaU. 


months  he  has  had  time  and  oppir 
tunity  to  ac<piire  further  information  as 
to  the  ffesirability  of  making  this  transifir 
ni  powers  to  the  county  councils,  and  that 
he  will  to-night  be  able  to  ^ve  us  a  state- 
ment to  that  effect. 

*Mk.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  I  ^.nd 
upon  the  Departmental  Cotniniiltie 
to  which  reference  has  been  nuidr, 
and  that  is  the  reason  why  I  have  Ixhjh 
asked  to  repl)'  to  the  obser>^ation8  mmh 
liy  my  hon.  fnend  on  the  other  sidr. 
My  hon.  fiiend  said  he  thought  that  » 
Departmental  Committee  was  not  ihc 
proper  method  by  which  to  consider  thii 
question,  ar^l  he  suggested  that  a  Cijui- 
mittee  of  the  whole  House  of  ConunotiA 
would  have  done  the  work  better  I 
wish  to  point  out  to  him  that  he  has  had 
both  a  I  >epjirt mental  Coramittcc  and  * 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Common;! 

Mm.  LLUYD-GEOKGE  :  The  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Comniorui  c<» 
aider ed  a  special  scheme. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  The  first  thii« 
that  I  wish  to  impress  tni  the  Conmiittisr 
is  that  so  far  as  the  Lwal  Giivernment 
Btjanl  is  concerned  it  has  l»een  in  eftrnplcif 
symjvathy  with  the  county  coimciK 
Every  btxiy  knows  how  we  are  overbur- 
dened with  work,  and  no  one  knowing 
anything  alK^ut  the  Local  Govemmeiit 
Bo^ird,  and  feeling  the  pressure  thea% 
couhl  fail  to  have  great  sympathy 
with  the  proposal  to  transfer  work  ti^ 
county  councils  or  to  any  other  Iwidy 
capible  of  dealing  with  it.  In  less  than 
a  year  after  the  pissing  of  the  Act  of 
1888  a  Provisional  Onler  was  made  not 
only  for  the  transference  of  work  fn)m 
the  Local  Government  Boani  t4>  thi* 
County  Council,  but  also  work  from  the 
Board  of  Trade  ami  the  Home  Office 
The  Bill  for  the  confirmation  of  tho 
Order,  after  second  reading,  wont  up-, 
stairs  to  a  Select  Committee,  whaj 
heard  evidence  upon  the  subject,  but  il 
Bill  was  so  bitterly  opposed  that  the  Cmn- 
mittee  came  to  the  conclusion  atui  m- 
ported  that  in  their  opinion  it  openDd  Uj 
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quentions  wliich  were  bey oi id  their  |K>we!% 
and    that    tho    Bill  mnst   be  ul»jtri(lo]ietb 
Thi!  1  eiil  difficulty   which  ihv.  Connnittee 
b;i.<l  tu  nHisitler  wiis  the  liitter  hostility  of 
the  non-county  boroughs  to  any  transfer 
fif  jKJwei-s  to  the  county  eouneiJs.     The 
nejj;utmental  Coirunittee    waa   appoiuted 
iii'iginally  to   inquire    into  the   organisa- 
lirjii  of  the  Local  Government  Boaixi,  and 
it   was  only  after   they  had  Iw^eii    sitting 
for  i4onu5  tinie  that  the   referenc**  to  them 
was  extended  so  as  to  include  this?  question 
of  devolution.     The  Coiiimittee  then  took 
iutij    eoiiaidcration  the  (juestion  as  to  how 
far  it  wa«  possible  to  devolve  on  county 
eiiuucils  ceitnin  duties  fliseharged  \*y  the 
Ijocal  Go vertimeut  Board.     A  schenie  wqa 
Bubniilted,    and    wc    examined    witnesaes 
frcmi   the  County   Couueiis^   Association, 
from  nou  county  Imroughs,  and  from  urban 
districts,  some  of  the  latter  ha\ing  popu- 
lations   greater    than     many     Iwroughs. 
The    Conmiittee  fountl   from    the    outset 
that  iuBtead  of  this  feeling  of  hostility  on 
ilie  part  of  non-cuunty   lioroughs   having 
iiisjipi>eared,    if  anything,    it  had   become 
intensified    in    the    interim.       Sir    John 
Hibbert  then  siigt^ested   as  a  compromise,  i 
and     the    Conunittee    were    prepared     to 
reeonunend  that  the  non-county  boroughs  i 
nhould  be  at  lilierty  to  elect  lietween  the 
Loral  UoverumentBoarrl  and  the  county 
eouueils.     The  witnesses  would  not  Msten 
even   to  that  mi!d  propoBal,  and  speaking 
for  110  non  eoiuity  latroughs  and  a  large 
inim1>er  of  urlwui  dii^tricts  they  told   the 
Conunittee  that  they  w^ould  prefer  to  l>e 
under  the  central  authority  rather  than 
the  county  councils.     It  is  not  too  much 
to   say  that  e\ery  member  of  the  Depart- 
mental Committee  looked  with  fa\  our  on 
the  principle  of  transfer,  l>ut  in   face   of 
the     hostility     of     the    witnesses     they 
were   driven   to   the   conclusion   that    it 
woidd  lie  unwise  to  proceed  further.    The 
Committt'e   w^ere   impressed   all   through  | 
with    the   ithia   that   they   were   not  ap- 1 
pointcHi     originally    to     deal     with    the 
tpu^stion.     In  their  report  they  sUite—       I 

**  Haviniy;    rjirefully    coaMulered    the   whole  | 
fiuestion,  we  Imve  coiiie  to  tlie  concluHion  thiit  i 
llie  iipiioMition  wliieU  prevont^+J  tliu  |wiKsage  of  | 
tlte  Hill  iiii4»  in  th>  way  aluittHl,  and  the  hoc^tility 
of  non-county  lioroujjfhs  and  url>fin  eooncilH  ta 
the  transfer  of  jkiwci-h  to  thecounty  couiicili*,and 
their  t>refer«nee  for  tli«  ci^ntnd  authority  wan 
declared    hy    the    wituessen    exaiiiiniMl    more 
Htroi»)^ly  even  tliiui  in  18^9." 

The  Dcp*irtment  then  set  itself  to  find 
what  business  it  could  rciisouably  divest 
itself    uf    without    legislation,   and   only 


J  to-day  1  revised  an  oi-der  about  to    Ikj 

I  issued  by  the   Local  Government  Brjard^ 

,  handing  over  to  boards  of  guanlians  and 

I  other  authorities  entire  control  of  no  less 

than  t>,000  appointments.     So  far  as    wq 

;  could  we  have  carried  out  the  intention  of 

!  the    Committee,     and    it    was    not    the 

faidt  of  the  Committee  or  of  the   Local 

Government  Board  that  the  cpiestion  erf 

transfer   was   not  more    favourably    con^ 

sifiered.     As  to  the  proposal  that  devojii' 

tinii  should  be  tried  with   Welsh  County 

Cijuncils  only,  we  have  beeji  advised  that 

unricr  section  10  any  transfer  which  took 

place  must  be  general  to  the  w^hole  of  the 

county  councils  in  England    arid    Wales, 

With  regard  to  the  reorganisation  of  the 

staff,  some  rather    hard  words    hatl   been 

said  aliout  the  Treasury,  Ijut  I  am  gJad  to 

say,  so  far  as  the  rccooimernlations  of  the 

Dej)artment*'t!  Committee  were  concerned, 

they  were   aU   accepted   at   once  hy  the 

Treasury,  and     the    Local    Governmerit 

Bojud    got    all    the    Committee    recom- 

niended.     Xavy  great  changes  have  taken 

place  since  then.     The  stiff  of  engineers 

has  been  largely  increased,  anfl  the  num^ 

ber  of  auditors  has  also  lieen   inerea.seil, 

au<l  although   I  am    not   able  to  say  that 

the  whole  of  the  arrears  ha^e  l)een  cleared 

off,  tlie  nmst  of  them   have  gone,  and  the 

Deimrtment   is  riow  in  a  fairly  workable 

condition,  and  the  delay  so  long  complained 

of  has  practically  ceased  to  exist, 

Mr  CHAPLIN:  Twn  speeches  ha^e 
been  delivered  by  the  hon,  .Menda^rs  foj- 
Oxford  and  Tunliridge,  to  which  I  am 
bound  in  duty  to  make  a  reply.  I  make 
uo  complaint  that  they  have  niised  the 
question  they  diri,  because  I  am  sure  we 
are  all  animated  l>y  the  most  siueerc  desire 
for  the  religious  welfare  of  the  irmiates  of 
our  workhouses,  and  that  the  Chtuch  of 
England  shoultl  cerkujily  not  be  place<l 
under  any  special  disability  in  regard  to 
the  holding  of  services  in  workhouses.  I 
cannot,  however,  go  as  far  as  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Mcnda>r  fuV 
Oxford  University,  wdio  said  that  tlie 
time  was  now  near  when  the  Church  of 
England  wouhl  l>e  the  m\\y  denonur>ation 
whose  religious  ceremorn'es  were  excluded 
from  workhouses  Nor  is  that  borne  out 
by  the  statement  made  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
Ixjr  for  Tunliridge,  who  pointed  out  that 
out  of  670  workhouses  over  500  have 
chaplains  of  their  own.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber ga^e  a  number  of  crises  in  supiM.iri  of 
his  views,  including  that  of  Nottingham, 
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which  occuiTcd  as  long  ago  as  1882,  but 
I  am  net  in  a  position  to-night  to  deal 
with  the  details  he  has  raised.  The  regu- 
lations cited  by  the  hon.  Member  are 
tnie,  but  they  have  never  been  enforced 
by  legal  process  since  1887.  The 
remedy  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
is  by  mandamus  or  by  appointing  a 
chaplain  ourselves,  but  it  has  not  been 
necessary  to  do  so.  What  happens  in 
the  great  majority  of  cases  where  there 
is  no  chaplain  is  that  either  the  Church 
service  is  performed  voluntarily  by  the 
vicar  of  the  parish  or  a  neighbouring 
clergyman,  or  the  inmates  have  full 
permission  to  leave  the  workhouse  to 
attend  divine  service.  My  hon.  friend 
asks  me  to  enforce  the  appointment  of  a 
chaplain  in  every  case ;  but  what  I  have 
sought  to  do  myself  has  l)een  to  secure 
the  perfomiance  of  di\'ine  service  by  other 
means  rather  than  by  a  harsh  enforcement 
of  the  law,  which  I  cannot  help  thinking, 
especially  in  districts  largely  peopled  by 
Nonconformists,  would  give  rise  to  bitter 
religious  animosity,  (xenerally,  I  think 
since  I  have  been  responsible  my  efforts 
have  been  attended  with  not  altogether 
unfavourable  results.  I  have,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  two  or  three  cases  in  hand  at  the 
present  moment,  but  I  have  every  hope 
that  I  shall  succeed  in  l)ringing  them 
shortly  to  a  satisfactory  determination. 
In  any  event  I  can  Jissure  my  hon.  friends 
that  I  warmly  svTnpathise  with  them 
when  they  say  that  the  Church  of  England 
ought  not  to  l>e  placed  under  any  special 
disability.  There  is  no  difference  of 
opinion  on  that  point,  and  they  may  l)e 
assured  that  1  shall  resist  by  every  means 
in  my  ix)wer  any  attempt  in  that 
direction. 

♦Mr.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk,  Eye): 
I  desire  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
a  question  somewhat  similar  to  a  question 
which  hcis  l)een  already  discussed.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  work  imposed  at  pre- 
sent on  the  Local  Government  Boaixl  is 
])nictically  overwhelming.  There  are  two 
renuHlies.  One  is  that  the  Depjirtment 
slumld  no  longer  Ihj  overworked  and 
undennaiuie<l,  and  the  other  is  that  there 
should  1)0  a  certain  devolution  on  the  lines 
suggested  ))V  two  Committees.  It  might 
Ik?  asked  also  whether  there  is  not  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  work  now  being  done  by 
the  BiKinl  which  might  well  l>e  alH)lishtHl. 
One  instance  occiUTeil  in  my  own  consti- 
tuency   within    the   last    three   yeai*s    in 

}fr.    f  'JinjiJin, 


which    the    Local     Government    Board 
undertook  certain  work  which  involved 
the   local   expenditure    of  money   which 
occupied  a  very  considerable  amount  d 
time,   and  was  really    unnecessary.     A 
parish  sought  an  extension   of  its  boun- 
daries, and  wanted  £400  to  enable  it  to 
purchase   additional   land    for    a    burial 
ground,  and  the  Parish  Council  passed  a 
resolution  to  that  effect.    The  parish  ga^-e 
its  assent,   and  the  matter  was  brought 
before  the  County  Council.  Then  in  a  lew 
months  an  inspector  was  sent   down  hy 
the  Home   Office.     The   Local    Gtovem- 
ment  Board  thought  it  necessary   to  send 
a  second  inspector  in  addition  to  the  oiie 
sent  by  the  Home  Office.     When  you 
have  two  Departments    like     the    Local 
Government  Board  and  the   Home  Office 
almost  in  the  same  building,  surely  it  is  pos- 
si1)le  for  some  communication  to  take  place 
between  them,   and    some    arrangement 
made  by  which  one  of  them  might  have 
sent  down.     The  effect  of  that  course  not 
being  pursued  was  that  the  parish  had  to 
Ixjar  the  cost  of  both  inquiries.      It  was 
I  not  a  large  parish,  but  there   were  two 
;  inquiries,  one  of  which   was   wholly  un- 
1  necessary,   and  which  might  have  been 
I  avoided  by  a  little  judicious  management 
•  Upon  a  former  occasion  I  called  the  atten- 
I  tion  of  the  President  of  the  Ixjcal  Gtovem- 
I  ment  Board  to  this  matter,  and   he  made 
a  sort  of  half-promise  that  the   question 
should  Ije  looked  into.      A  similar  case 
.  occurred  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  in 
other  counties  similar  occurrences  have 
taken  place.      What  I  wish  to  know  is 
I  whether  some    arrangement    cannot   be 
[  made  for  cases  of  this  kind,  and  whether 
one  inspector  cannot   be  sent   down  on 
behalf  of  both  Departments. 

♦CoiX)NEL  Mil AVARD  (Warwick,  Strat 
ford-upon-Avon) :  I  am  very  much  obliged 
to  the  non.  Mem1>er  who  has  just  sat  down, 
}>ecause  the  question  he  has  raised  was  the 
very  point  I  wished  to  call  attention  to.  1 
have  l^een  particularly  requested  to  bring 
this  (piestion  l)efoi*e  the  House  because  a 
vast  lumilKjr  of  really  unnccessaiy  in- 
tiuiries  uike  place  by  the  officers  of  the 
Local  (foverimient  Boanl.  I  asked  for 
a  Iveturn  showing  how  many  inquiries 
had  taken  place,  but  the  Assistant- 
Secretarv  informed  me  that  the  Local 
(Tovernnient  Board  had  at  present  more 
ini}K)itant  things  to  attend  to  than  to 
siitisfv  mo  in  that  direction.  In  every 
measure  {xisseil  by  this  House  dealing  with 
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county,  parish,  and  rlistrict  rrmndh  wo 
only  throw  more  filKsoliito  jKJWor  into  thi^ 
hands  of  tho  Lc>€al  Govcrnnu'iit  Board  ami 
its  inspectors.  The  jiiirticiikr  eases  I  wish 
tonlhido  to  occurred  in  Warwickshire,  and 
one  of  them  w^is  the  provision  of  sewerage 
and  water  foi'  a  small  parish,  Alveston^ 
c'ontjvining  alH>nt  1,000  inhahitantn.  In 
this  e^tse  no  leas  thari  hve  iinjidries  were 
held  by  inspectors,  and  four  of  tho^e  in- 
qnirioH  were  held  hy  different  inspectors. 
Most  people  would  think  that  when  a  par- 
ticular inspector  goes  to  one  place  the  s*ime 
inspector  should  he  sent  there  again,  l»ut 
in  this  ra-se  out  of  five  in^ [Ui nes  four  of 
them  were  held  by  different  inspectors. 
In  another  case,  in  a  still  smaller  village  of 
some  200  oi*  3<XJ  inhabitants,  the  necessity 
arose  for  a  supply  of  water  to  the  priest's 
house  and  to  the  Roman  Catholic  school 
Now  this  wat^r  supply  could  have  Ix^en 
obtaine^l  by  an  expenditure  tjf  aliout 
£20,  and  in  this  ease  I  believe  two  in- 
quiries were  held.  Not  only  are  these 
constant  iTispections  and  inquiries  held  by 
the  Local  Giivernment  B^mnl,  but  we  all 
know  that  the  county  councils  are  almost 
ilaily  hohling  inquiries  all  over  the  king- 
dom»  and  scarcely  a  single  meeting  passes 
at  the  County  Council  with  which  I  am 
cotuiccted  without  two  or  three  inrpiiries 
l>eing  oixlcrcd.  Surely  it  is  possible  to 
classify  these  inquiries.  No  doubt  the 
Pi'esiclent  of  the  Local  Government  Boanl 
will  say  that  they  are  statutory  inquiries, 
but  it  ought  to  be  pos,sil>le  to  classify  the 
inquiries  and  to  hold  many  of  them 
in  one  centre,  I  only  hope,  now  that 
Attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
small  localities  are  put  to  considerable  ex- 
pense liy  the  holding  o(  these  inquines 
into  perfectly  trivial  matters,  that  some- 
thing will  lie  flone  to  throw  the  expense 
of  them  upju  those  [lersons  who  insist 
upon  hoiili ng  them,  if  they  arc  unable  to 
prove  their  ease.  At  all  events  steps 
should  lie  taken  to  have  the  inquiries  less 
frequently,  and  less  inspectors  should  be 
employed  by  the  Local  Grovernment 
Board,  who  are  constantly  travelhng  alw^ut 
the  country  to  hold  the  statutory  in- 
quiries. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  In  reply  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  with  regard  to  the 
eases  in  which  double  inquiries  are  held 
hy  the  Home  Office  and  the  Local 
Government  Bt>ard,  I  may  say  that  this 
question  has  not  escaped  my  atteruion.  I 
have  lieeu   in    commimicatton   with   the 


[  Home  Office   with  a  \'iew  to   putting  an 

j  end  to  that  stsite  of  things  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, and  1  !>elieve  my  right  hon.  friend 
contemplates    introducrng  a  Bill   on    the 

I  subject  which  will  enable  us  to  avoid 
these  double  inquiries  taking  place.  With 
reganl  to  what  hua  been  said  by  my  hon, 

^  friend   the    Mend^er    for   8 1 ration  1 -upon- 

I  Avon,  the  Local  Government  Board  have 
quite  recently  issuetl  a  minute,  which  is 
inteniletl  to  limit  the  nimiber  of  inquiries 

I  made  by  the  Local  Government  Board  as 

I  nuich  as  possible.  I  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member   that    inquiries  have  been   held 

I  oecasioiutlly  in  cases  where  they  were  not 
necessjuy,  but  in  most  of  these  cases  we 
have  not  altogether  bad  a  free  hand, 
because  in   a  rnunlier  of  instances  we  ar-c 

\  compelled  b}^  stfitute  to  hold  these  in- 
quiries, ami  we  have  no  option  whatever. 

«  The  hon.  Gentleman  thinks  the  difficulty 
might  })e  got  over  by  what  he  calls  classi- 
fication,    and     by     making    a     number 

!  of  the  inquiries  by  one  inspector  from 
one  centre.     That  expedient  has  also  lieen 

I  considered    by    the    Local    Government 

I  B^^Minl,  but  after  full  delil)eration  anfl 
carefnlly  weighing  the  matter  in  every 
respect  the  conclusion  was  come  to  l)y 
those  best  aljle  to  form  an  opinion  on  the 
subject  that  such  a  proposal,  so  far  from 
mitigating  or  lessening  the  labours  of  the 
Local  (Tovernment  Bo^utl,  would  tend 
Hither  to  increase  them,  and  no  good 
wiudd  be  ol (tail red  by  making  a  change 
in  the  <li  recti  on    suggested    liy   the  hon, 

I  Momlier.  1  now  desire  to  make  an  appeal 
to  hon,  members  opp<^»site  to  allow  this 
Vote  to  l>e  takers  to  night.  I  know  that 
the  hon.  Memfier  for  Nliddlesbrongh  has 
risen  more  than  orjce  this  evening,  but  if 
he  will  allow  this  Vote  to  lie  ttiken  now  lie 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  makiTig  his 
observations  on  the  Rep<m  stage.  I  do 
appeal  to  him  atnl  other  hem.  Memliers 
who  desire  to  speak  to  allow  this  Vote  to 

I  be  taken  now. 

I      Mr.    HAVELOCK     W1L80N    (MuU 

I  dlesbrough)  :    I   should   have  l>een    very 

plcjLsed  indeed  to  give  way  in  response  to 

I  the  appeal  nwvle  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 

I  man,  hut  seeing  that   I  have  waited  ever 

I  since  hall- past  six  this  evening,  and  have 

'  made  many  efforts  to  get  an  opportunity 

of  spejiking,  I  bartlly   think  I  can  accede 

!  to  the  \^nshes  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

I   have   m«ide  several   effrtrts  to  get    the 

Boanl   of  Trade  to  enforce  the  law  with 

regard  to  the  accommodation  of  seamen 
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Mr.    CHAPLIN  :     I   do   ng-*un  appaal 

to  the  hoii.  Metal »er  to  now  allow  ih$ 
Vote  to  l>e  Uken,  for  he  will  have  * 
chaiieo  of  again  mising  the  matter  od  the 


Mr.  HAYELOCK  WILSON  :  TEen  I 
will  givo  Wriy,  and  a<iopt  the  course  «ug- 
geated  \i\;  the  right  hoii.  Gentleman. 

Mr.    WLUt  (Kass  and  Cromarty): 
have  several   matters  to  bring  l>efore  the 
House,  and  I  cainiot  wait  until  the  Itejioj 
stage. 


on  board  ship.     I  may  say  that  I  have  j  not  enforcing  the  Jaw  with  re^rd  la  tkt 
almost  entirely  despaired  of  getting  the  |  proper  rating  of  machinery, 
Presiderit  of   the  Board  of  Tratle  to  en- , 
force    the  law   with   reganl   to  seamen's 
accommodation.     I  think  the  President  of 
the  Botiixl  of  Trade  is  almost  pist  redemp- 
tion,  and  I   intend   now  to  see  what  the    ^..,,„,^  ,,,  „„ 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  '  Report  stage. 
yf\\\  do,  as  I  think  he  is  not  so  ranch  snl>- 
ject  to    the    pressnre  f)f   the  shipowning 
commnnity,  and   if  I  can  once  convince 
him  that  he    has    the    power   to   insist 
MjKn\  the   law   being  carried  ont  in  refe- 
rence to  seamen,  I    think  ho  will  have  no 
hesitation  in  Cfirrving  out  that  law.   Now, 
the   port   sanitiiry   authorities   have   full 
control  in  all  ports  over  the  sanitation  j 
and    the    accommwlation   which    is    pro 
vided   for  seamen   on   hoard  ship,  and  I  i 
do    believe    that    if    the    port    siinitary  i 
authorities  were  left  to  their  own  <liscre-  I 
tion  with   regard  to  these  mattei-s  they 
would  insist  upon  the  law  !»eing  carriofl 
ont :    hut,    unfortunately  J    the    Boanl    of 
Trade    will  not   allow  the  port  siinitary 
authorities  to  do  their  duty  in  this  respect.  ' 
I  lieiieve  that  in  many  Ciises  the  otficers  of  I 
the  port  sanitary  authorities   have  com-  | 
plained  that  ships  have  not  had  the  j>roper 
amouut  of  accommodation  for  seamen  on 
board,  and  the  Board  of  Trade  have  ol>- 
jeeted  to  them  intciiering  in  the  matter. 
Now,  I   want   to  make  an  appeal  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opj>osite.     I  believe 
that  he  has  the  power  to  insist  upon  every 
seaman  on  liminl   ships  in   British   ports 
ha\ing    the    proper    accommodation.     I 
want  to  ask  the  right  hon.  GeTitleman  to 
take  upon  himself  the  duty  of  insisting 


It  being  midnight,  the  Chainnan  left 
the  chair  to  make  his  repiu-t  to  the 
House. 

Committee  report  progress  ;  to  sit 
on  Monday  next. 

SUPPLY  (l8t  June). 
Resolutions  reporterl — 

CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE 
DEFARTMENTH  E8TI  MATES 
1899-iyOO. 

REVENttE  Departments, 

1.  **That  a  8um»  not  exceeding  C5,<li52.fQi'i» 
he  i^ranted  to  Her  Majesty  Uj  complete  the  a 


be  I 

1 


aecesisary  to  defray  the  charge  wlurh  wilJ  come 
in  eoui'se  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending 
on  the  3Ut  day  of  March,  H*«M  for  the  wU&rioi 
and  expenses  of  the  Post  Ottice  Serviceas,  the 
expenses  of  PohI  Ofhee  Savings  Hankii,  and 
(rovernment  annuitie^^  and  insnrances,  and  Xha 
collection  of  the  Post  Office  revenue/" 


Mm.  CRILLY  (Mayo,  N.) :  I  desire  l« 

offer  a  protest  against  tbe  treaiment 
meted  out  to  competent  Irish  otlicials  in 
the   General    Tost    Ottice   in    Dul>lin.     [ 


ujKJU  the  law  being  enforced.     We  know  ] 

perfectly  well  that  many  of  the  vessels  | 

belonging   to   the   P.   and   0.    Compmy  I 

which  come  into  the  port  of  London  from  I 

time  to  time  have  not  the  proper  amount  | 

of  accommodation  for  the  crews  on  bo^ml.  , 

They    have    not  the   72    culjic  feet,  for    think   nobody   in    this   House  \nll  deny 

in  many   cases  they  have  ordy  BO  culiic  '  that  these  civil  servants  who  have  spent » 

feet.     It  is  within  the  power  of  the  right 

hon.  Gentleman  and  his  officials  to  insist 

upon  the  law  being  enforced,   and  I  do 

urge   uiK>ii   him  the  necessity  of  having 

the  law  enforced  in  a  pit>per  manner.     I 

do  not  wish  to  detain   the  House  at  any 

length   at    this    late    hour.      There    are 

several  matte i^  I  intend  to  bring  forward, 

but  as  it  is  near  the  hour  for  adjourning 

I  will  bring  them  up  on  the  Repoj-t  stage. 

There  is  one  other  quest iini,  with  reganl 

to  the  rating  of  macfiinery.     I    find  that 

there  are  a  numbei'  of  unions  which  aiu  j  higher 

Mr.  Miivdock  Wilson,  \  * 


I 


great  many  years  in  the  sernce  are  vm* 
capible  officers,  W'c  hrul  that  men  in  the 
Dublin  Post  Office  who  have  lieen 
attached  to  the  staff'  for  the  greater  part 
of  their  official  lives  are  denied,  when 
vacancies  arise,  admittance  to  the  higher 
offices  in  that  department.  I  know  my- 
self that  there  is  a  very  grotit  deal  of  dis- 
satisfaction  existing  in  the  Post  Office  at 
Dublin  at  the  present  time  on  account  of 
the  iMTsistent  way  in  which  these  Irish 
olliinds  are  denied  admission  to  tha^ 
offices     in     the     Dublin     Voa^ 
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Office  Those  hori.  Memljors  who  have 
been  in  this  House  for  years,  and 
who  have  watched  the  way  in  which 
these  higher  otticea  in  Irelmid  are  tilled  up 
when  they  l^ecome  vHcam,  know  that  a 
vicious  Mystem  of  promotion  exists  in  all 
the  Civil  Service  depiirtmenta  of  Ireland, 
and  we  havL>  in  the  Po:3t  Office  in  Dublin 
a  tune  re  te  example  of  the  system  to 
which  1  have  refen-erL  Let  me  point  out 
to  the  House  that  since  1H92  many 
English  officials  have  heen  brought  over 
t<j  Ireland  to  till  these  otfices  at  the 
©xpmise  of  Irish  servants  who  have 
Ibeen  in  the  Post  Office  for  many  yeans. 
Since  the  lieginning  of  1892  ten  English 
officials  have  been  appointerl  to  situations 
in  the  (Teneral  Post  Office  in  Dublin 
which  carry  salaries  varying  from  *t3o0 
to  £1,200  per  aniuim.  Under  this  con- 
flition  of  afliiirs  I  think  Irishmen  have  a 
legitimate  right  to  complain,  and  certfdnly 
the  olKcials  of  the  Dnldin  Post  Office  have 
a  right  to  vehemently  protest  against 
this  unfair  and  urigent^roua  treatment 
to  which  they  have  been  subjected 
during  a  long  course  of  years.  I  un- 
derstand from  what  I  can  gather  that 
an  important  position  in  the  Dublin  Post 
Office  is  about  to  become  vacant,  and  it 
is  a  situation  carrying  with  it  a  very  high 
salary.  I  trust  that  when  this  case 
arises  the  old  policy  will  be  reversetl,  antl 
that  the  Postmaster-General  will  see  his 
way  to  r'cward  some  Irish  official  with  this 
position,  so  that  Irisli  officials  in  this 
fiepartmcnt  in  Ireland  may  have  an 
incentive  to  do  their  duty  zealously  and 
faithfully.  1  have  not  much  hope  that 
t h e  sy a tem  will  Im  cha 1 1 ged  al  1  of  a  sudd e  n , 
but  I  cannot  allow  the  Kopiiit  stage  of  this 
V«ite  to  l»e  taken  without  offering  the 
protest  which  1  now  make. 
Vote  agreed  to. 


who  tender  for  the  Post  Office  Packet 
Service.  There  is  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Compmy,  with  regard  to  which 
I  have  endeavoured  to  force  the  President 
of  the  B> trrl  of  Trade  to  do  his  duty  in 
reference  to  the  men  employed  in  this 
service,  but  up  to  the  present  time  my 
efforts  have  b.ien  fruitless.  1  now  venture 
to  mtike  an  appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlem.m  who  has  charge  of  this  packet  ser- 
vice to  see  if  he  will  endeavour  to  make 
some  alteration  in  regard  to  this  question. 
There  wfis  a  resolution  passed  in  tlus 
Hotise  in  1891  which  stipulate*!  that  in 
all  contracts  between  ship-owners  and 
others  for  Government  work  the  tabu- 
la  ted  rate  of  wages  should  be  pai(J.  I 
contend  that  the  Peidnsularand  Oriental 
Company  do  Jiot  pay  a  fair  late  of  wages 
to  their  sailors  and  firemen  on  lK>ard  their 
ships.  In  addition  to  this,  the  Pemiisnlar 
and  Oriental  Company  are  breaking  the 
law  with  regard  in  the  provision  of  accom- 
modation for  sciimen.  Tfie  law  says  that 
each  seaman  employed  on  boarri  ship  shall 
have  72  cubic  feet  of  accommoda- 
tion, but  this  company  do  not  provide 
that  for  their  seamen.  It  is  the  old 
story,  and  no  doubt  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  by  this  time  will  be  quite 
tired  of  listening  to  the  sjime  old  story, 
but  I  shall  keep  on  repeating  it  {oitil  the 
Government  Departinetit  see  that  the  law 
is  carried  out  as  it  ought  to  be.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  an  opi>ortunity 
of  enfor-cing  the  law  l>y  gi\  irig  notice  to 
the  Peninsular  and  OrienUd  Company 
that,  unless  they  are  preptired  to  give 
their  seamen  the  pmper  amount  of  accom- 
modation  which  they  ought  to  have,  the 
compiny  will  not  get  any  contracts  from 
the  Government,  It  is  in  the  power  of 
the  right  hoiu  Gentleman  to  do  that,  and 
I  trust  he  will  take  that  course.  In  addi- 
tion to  that,  I  would  like  him  also  to  s-iy 
that  the  seamen  shall  receive  a  fair  rate  of 


2.  "  That  a  sam.  not  ex<'ee<]ing  £.^70,915,  l»e  ' 
grftiited  tfj  Her  Maje«tv^  to  camplete  the  sum  | 
necessary  to  defray  thecliarge  wliich  will  come  ,  wages.  \\  e  are  told  that  they  are  pfud 
inccmrseof  jjayirient  during  the  year  ending  i  the  rate  of  wages  which  are  current  in 
on  the  3l«t  aay  of  Mardj  lOW  for  th«  |  fj^^jiji .  \^y^l  the  contracts  are  not  made  in 
hxpen^^es  of  the  I  twt  Lmice  Packet  Service,     i  t     i*      i    4.    *      4^1  :     ,  ,     *  it         ^      1 

^  Indiii,  but  in   this  country,  and  I  contend 

Mr,  HAVELOCK  WILSON  :  I  desire  '  that  according  to  the  fair  wages  resolution 


to  call  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury^  while  the  Post  Office  Steam 
Packet  Vote  is  under  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  to  the  rate  of  wages  pxid  to 
the  men  on  hoard  the  ste^amships  which 
are  under  contract  with  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  For  some  considerable  time 
I  have  been  urging  complaints  with  re- 
gard to  the  wages  piiid  by  the  companies 


this  company  ought  to  pay  the  rate  of 
wages  which  is  current  in  this  country, 
I  wish  to  enter  my  protest  against  the 
manner  in  which  this  particular  company 
has  carricfl  on  its  business.  The  manner 
in  which  this  company— which  receives 
some  £400,000  from  the  Government  for 
carrying  mails,  and  other  subsidies,  every 
year— carries  on  its  business  is  very  mi- 
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fair  to  traders,  for  they  carry  cargo  at  a 
much  less  rate  from  the  Continent  to  this 
country  than  they  do  from  this  country 
to  the  Continent,  and  there  is  a  difference 
in  some  cases  of  about  25  per  cent. 
Now  the  Grovernment  encourage  this  com- 
pany, which  is  unfair  both  to  traders  and 
seamen,  and  I  appeal  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  see  if  something  cannot  be 
done  to  remedy  this  state  of  things.  I 
do  not  intend  to  detain  the  House  any 
longer,  but  I  do  hope  that  the  appeal 
which  I  have  made  will  have  some  effect. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

3.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,338,390, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the 
sum  necessary  to  defray  the  chaise  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
endinjg  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900,  for  the 
Salanes  and  Working  Expenses  of  the  Post 
Office  Telegraph  Service." 

4.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £496,600,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  19%,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Customs  Department." 

Class  VI. 

5.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £287,628,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  3lBt  day  of  March,  1900,  for 
Superannuation,  Retired,  Compensation,  and 
Compassionate  Allowances  and  Gratuities 
under  sundry  Statutes,  for  Compassionate 
Allowances  and  Gratuities  award^  by  the 
Treasury,  and  for  the  Salaries  of  M^edical 
Referees." 

6.  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,130,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 


necessary  to  defray  the  cfaai^  whieh  vill  oome 
in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending 
on  the  3l8t  day  of  March,  1900,  for  certain 
Pensions  to  Masters  and  Seamen  of  the 
Merchant  Service,  and  to  their  Widows  and 
Children." 

7.  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £785,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  tiie  sum 
necessary  to  defray  tne  charge  whi<^  vdll 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1900,  for 
certain  Miscellaneous  Charitable  and  other 
Allowances." 

Resolutions  agreed  to, 

IMBECILE  (TRAINING  INSTITUTIONS) 
BILL. 

Order  of  the  day  for  the  second  read- 
ing read. 

♦Mr.  round  (Essex,  Harwich) :  I 
venture  to  ask  the  House  to  pass  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  exempt  from  rates  these 
institutions  which  are  supported  by  volun- 
tary contributions,  and  which  only  con- 
cern five  Unions.  I  hope  the  House 
will  consent,  for  I  am  not  aware  of 
opposition  to  it.  I  mav  say  that  there 
are  many  precedents  for  this  measure. 
Such  institutions  are  now  exempted  from 
Imperial  taxation,  and  all  I  desire  is  to 
extend  that  exemption  to  local  taxation. 
In  Ireland  they  have  been  exempted  by 
statute. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanark,  Mid.) 
objecting,  the  second  reading  was  deferred 
till  Wednesday  next. 

Adjourned  at  twenty-five  n^inates  after 
Twelve  o'clock  till  Monday  next. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS. 

Monday,  5th  Jam  1899. 


PPdVATE    BILL    BUSINESS, 


The  lord  CHANCELLOR  acquainted 
the  House  that  tho  Clerk  nf  the  Parlia- 
mont.'?  hi'id  laifl  np:>ri  the  Tal)lo  the  Cer- 
tificiites  from  tlie  Examiners  that  the 
Stiiiidiiig  Orders  applicalile  to  the  follow- 
ing Bills  have  been  complied  w^th : 

ELEPTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERH  (No.  3). 

ELECTRIC     r.ItmTJNG     PROVISIONAL 

OIIDEKS  (No.  4). 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 

ORDERS  (No.  12). 

ELECTKIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDEKS  (No,  13). 

ELECTKIC     LH ;  HT I  N( ;     V  RUVISION  AL 

OUDEKS  (No.   15). 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CnNFlRMATION 

(Nu.  i3). 

Also  the  Certificate  that  no  Standing 
Ortien=i  are  applicahle  to  the  foIh>wing 
Bill: 

METR<  JPOLITAN  COMMON  SCHEME 
(HARROW  WEALD)  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER 

Alfio   the  Certificates  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  app!ieal*Ie  to  the  follow- 
^    ing  Bills  have  been  complied  with  : 

^    WEST  MIDDLESEX  WATER. 

^    FISHGUARD    AND     ROSSLARE     RAIL- 
!3  WAYS  AND  HARRdCitS. 


AIRE  AND  CALDER  NAVIGATION. 

DUBLIN  CORPORATION  (MARKETS). 

EAST  LONDON  WATER 

(;REAT  WESTERN    AND  GREAT    CEN' 
TRAL  RAILWAY  COMPANIES, 

LONDON,  BRIGHTON  &  SOUTH  COAST 
RAILWAY  (VARIOUS  POWERS). 

MANCHESTER    CORPORATION   (CiENE^ 
RAL  POWERS), 

MILTON  CREEK  CONSERVANCY, 

NORTH   PEMBROKESHIRl^  AND  FISH- 
iiUARD  RAILWAY. 
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UXBRIDGE  AND  RICKMANSWORTH 
RAILWAY, 

SOUTH    STAFFORDSHIRE     STIPEN- 
DIARY   .ICSTICK 

Also  the  Certificates  that  no  further 
Standing  Ordei-s  are  applicable  to  the 
following  Bills: 

CORK  CORPORATION  (FINANCE). 

REDDITCH  GAS. 

And  also  the  Certificate  that  the  further 
SUinding  Onlem  JUjphcaMe  l«»  the  follow- 
ing Bill  have  not  lieen  complied  with  : 

RAKER     STREET     AND      WATERLOO 
RAILWAY. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

WATERMEN'S     AND     LIGHTERMEN^S 
ACTS  AMENDMENT  RILL. 

Witnesses  onlcred  tf>  attend  the  Select 
Committee, 


YORKE  ESTATE  BILL. 

Committed  for  Thursday  next. 


BUENOS   AYRES   AND   PACIFIC  RAIL- 
WAV  COMPANY  ISILL, 

CALEDONIAN      RAILWAY     (GENERiVL 
POWERS)  BILL. 

LISBU  RN      TOW  N     COMM I  SSI  ONERS 
BILL. 

Cominittoc  to  meet  on  Thui-sday  next, 

SHIREBROOK     AND     DISTRICT     (iAS 
RrLL. 

Read  2a,  and  committed, 

SOUTH  EASTERN  AND  LONDON. 
CHATHAM.  AND  DOVER  RAILWAY 
COMPANIES  (NEW  LINES)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons,  read  la, 
and  referred  to  the  Elxaminers, 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  PRO, 
VISIONAL  OPiDER  CONFIRMATION 
(LIVERPOOL)  BILL. 

PILOTAGE     PROVISIONAL    ORDER 
BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (accoiTling  to 
order) :  Bills  reported  without  amend- 
ment  :  Standing  Committee  negatived  ; 
and  Bills  to  be  read  3a  to-morrow, 

MAR\TORT  HARBOI/R  BILL, 

WATERMEN  S      A N D      LB i HTERMEN^S 

ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

K 
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>VORKINGTON  CORPORATION  WATER 
BILL. 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY  (GENERAL 
POWERS)  BILL. 

SOUTHPORT     AND     LYTHAM    TRAM- 
ROAD  BILL. 

SOUTHPORT  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

NORTH    STAFFORDSHIRE     RAILWAY 

BILL. 

LONDON       AND      SOUTH-WESTERN 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
That  the  Lord  Erskine  be  proposed  to 
the  House  as  a  mem})er  of  the  Select 
Committee  in  the  place  of  the  Viscount 
Powerscourt ;   read,  and  agreed  to. 

China,  No.  2.  (1899) — Correspondence 
between  Her  Majesty's  Government  and 
the  Russian  Government  with  regard  to 
their  respective  railway  interests  in  China  : 
Presented  (by  command),  and  oixJered  to 
lie  on  the  Table. 

Parliamentary  Returns  Act,  1869  (Trus- 
tee Sa\nngs  Bank) — Treasury  Minute,dated 
29th  May,  1899,  directing  the  discontinu- 
ance of  the  return  annually  laid  before 
Parliament,  pursuant  to  the  sixth  section 
of  the  Siivings  Banks  Moneys  Act,  1863, 
showing  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the 
National  Debt  Commissioners  in  respect 
of  Trustee  Savings  Banks  :  Laid  before 
the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table, 


^''EI^  BILL 

REFORMATORY       SCHOOLS      AMEND- 
MENT   BILL. 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  ^vith  regard  to 
reformia\)ry  schools  was  presented  by 
the  Lord  Jjcigh  ;  read  la  ;  to  be  printed ; 
and  to  be  read  2a  on  Thursday  next. 

"(No.  107.) 


CONGESTED    DISTRICTS    (SCOTLAND) 
ACT    AMENDMENT    BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order)  :  Bill  reix)rted  without  amendment : 
Standing  Committee  negatived  ;  and  Bill 
to  be  read  3a  To-morrow. 

SOUDAN  CAMPAI(;N  189S. 
PROPOSED    (iRANT    TO    LORD 
KITCHENER  OF  KHARTOl'M. 

The  prime  MINISTER  AND  SP]C- 
RETARY  OF  STATE  FOR  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS    (The   Marquess   of    Salis- 


bury) :  My  Lords,  I  wish  to  give 
notice  that  it  is  my  intention  on  Thurs- 
day to  move  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Forces  occupied  in  the  recent  campaign 
in  Egypt,  and  I  think  it  would,  per- 
haps, be  more  convenient  to  take  the 
consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Message 
with  respect  to  Lord  Kitchener  at  the 
same  time.  There  are  reasons  why,  per- 
haps, it  would  be  desirable  that  we 
should  take  the  Message  into  considera- 
tion at  that  time.  Of  course,  your 
Lordships  are  aware  that  our  action  is 
somewhat  formal,  and,  therefore,  I 
propose  to  postpone  until  Thursday  the 
consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Gracious 
Message. 

House  adjourned  at  Twenty-five 
minutes  before  Five  o*olook, 
till  To-morrow,  Three  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Mmday,  5th  June  1899. 


PItlVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS 
(Standing  Orders  applicable  thereto  com- 
plied with). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  table  Report 
from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  That  in  the  case  of  the 
following  Bills,  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been 
complied  with,  viz. : — 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  17)  BILL. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  18)  BILL. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  19)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (HOUSING  OF 
WORKING  CLASSES)  BILL. 

LOCAL  (GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL. 

LO(\\L  (.OVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL. 

LOCAL  (;OVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  11)  BILL 

LOCAL  (;crv*ERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
(iRDKRS  (No:  13)  HILL. 
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LOCAL  GOVERN^fENT  PR0VI81GNAL 

ORDERS  (No.   14)  HILL. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  reiid  a 
second  time  To-morrow. 

FlHJVTSrONAL  ORDER  HILLS  (NO 
STANDING   ORDERS  APPLICARLE). 

Mr>  Simiker  l;ud  upon  the  Tal>lc  Report 
from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  BilU,  That,  in  the  case  of  the 
followinpd;  Bills,  refcn-ed  on  the  First 
Ketidin>;  thereof,  no  Standing  Ordei's  are 
applicable,  viz.  : 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL  i 
ORDER  (No.  13)  HILL.  ' 

I 

LHrAL  OnVERNMKNT  I'ROVTSIONAL  I 
ORDERS  (N(x  9)  RILL. 

MILITARY  LANDS  PROVISIONAL        I 
ORDER    HILL. 

Onlcrcd,  That  the  Bills  bo  read  a 
'iecond  time  To-morrow. 

HELFAST  AND  NORTHERN  COUNTIES 
RAILWAY  BILL  t<«^l-'EEN'S  CONSENT 
SIGNIFIED). 

Kcad  the  third  time,  and  passed, 

BOOTLE  CORPORATION  BILL. 
Kead  the  tliird  time,  and  passed. 

IIILL,  RARNSLEY,  AND  WEST  RIDINii 

jrNCTION     RAILWAY     AND     DOCK 
KILL. 

llcad  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
an  Amendment. 

ST.  ALBANS  GAS  BILL. 

Kead  the  third  time,  and  jmased,  with 
Ameiiilments. 

BIRKENHEAD  CORPORATION  BILL, 

As  amended,  considered  ;  An  Amend- 
ment made ;  Bill  to  be  reiw.1  the  third 
time. 

WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  WATER 
BILL. 

WOKING  W^ATER  AND  GAS  BILL. 

A«  amended,  considered  ;  to  be  re^d 
the  third  time. 

FRIENDS*  PROVIDENT  INSTITUTION 
BILL  (STAMP  DUTIES). 

Resolution  reported  i 

**  That  it  is  exfa*dient  to  authorise  the 
Imposition  of  the  following  Stamp  Onties 
DQ  certain  Memoriab  under  an)''  Act  of 


1899}  Bminess,  294 

the  present  Session  relating  to  the  Friends 
Provident  Institution  ;— 

For  and  upon  the  first  Memorial  en- 
rolled of  the  names  of  the  persons 
who  sh.ill  bo  deemed  held  and 
taken  to  lie  Trostece  of  the  In.sti 
tntion,  or  of  any  special  fund  of 
the  Institution,  the  simi  of  Five 
Pounds ; 

And  iipof\  every  other  such  Me- 
nional  in  which  the  name  of  any 
person  shall  for  the  first  time  be 
inserted  as  a  Trnstee  of  the  Insti- 
tTition  the  sum  of  Five  Pounds.'* 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Instniction  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Friends  Provident 
Institution  Bill,  That  they  have  power  to 
make  provision  therein  pursuant  to  the 
said  Resolution. — {lh\  Farqahnrsoa.) 

DUNDEE  GAS,  TRAMW\\YS,  AND  EX- 
TENSION RILL  (ehaR^-ecl  to  '^DUNDEE 
GAS,  STREET  IMPROVEMENTS,  AND 
TRAMWAYS  BU.L   ). 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed  • 
**  That  Standing  Orders  204  and  235  be 
susf^ended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now 
rernl  a  second  time." — (f>r.  Farquharmfh) 

^Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottingham, 
EnshclifTo)  :  AVill  the  hon.  Gentleman 
give  8ome  reason  for  his  motion  ?  These 
Or«:lers  have  been  drawn  with  very  great 
care,  and  they  provide  that  a  certain  time 
should  be  allowed  for  notice.  I  think  this 
practice  of  moving  the  suspension  of  the 
Htauiling  Onlers  is  one  that  requires  being 
made  with  much  caution . 

DlL  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeenshire, 
West) :  I  understand  the  retison  is  that 
the  promoters  of  the  Bill  m^uic  a  mist^-ike 
in  not  having  given  notice  in  time  before 
the  holidays. 

Mil,  J.  ELLIS  :  Is  anyone  damnified  by 
it^ 

Ma  JAMES  LOWTHER  (l^ent, 
Thanet)  :  As  a  member  of  the  St-anding 
Oixlers  Committee,  I  join  the  hon. 
Member  in  saying  that  care  ought  to  be 
taken  that  motions  of  this  kind  should 
not  be  too  repeatedly  made.  Of  cotirse 
the  Standing  Orders  Committee  take  into 
eonsideratior*  cases  such  as  are  here 
referred  to.  When  it  is  represcnte^l  to 
them  that  in  consequence  of  the  hohdays 
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parties  would  be  prejudiced,  the  Com- 
mittee is  in  the  habit  of  giantiiig  indiil- 
gence. 
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ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
URDERS  (No.    16)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  timCj  and  committed. 


*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone, 
S,} :  This  Motion  has  the  approval  of 
the  Chairman  of  Committees,  and  the 
House  may  be  perfectly  certain  that 
no  one  is  damnified  by  it. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  accortlingly  read  a  second  time, 
and  comnutted. 

WISIIAW  WATER  BILL  [Lordi*]. 
Ot'dercd,  that  Standing  Orders  204  and 
235  lie  suspended,  and  that  the   Bill   bu 
now      reml      a      second      time,  —  {lh\ 
Farqifharson.) 

Bill  acconlingly  read  a  second  time, 
and  committed. 

GREAT  SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN 
AND  WATERKOKD,  LIMERICK,  AND 
WESTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANIES 
AMALli AMATH  )X,  GREAT  SOUTHERN 
AND  WESTERN  RAILWAY,  AND 
WATERFORD  AND  CENTRAL  IRE- 
LAND RAILWAY  BILLS. 

Ordered,  that  the  Order  [1 4th  Marcb] 
that  all  petitions  of  County  Councils  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Act,  1898,  against  the  Biils,  lie 
presented  seven  clear  days  l>efore  the 
meeting  of  the  Committee,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee,  and  that  the  petitioners 
praying  to  be  beard  by  themselves,  their 
counsel,  or  figents,  or  witnesses  be 
hearfl  figainst  the  Bills,  lie  suspended 
in  the  Ccise  of  the  petition  of  the 
Connt5^  Council  of  the  County  of 
Cork  against  the  Great  Southern  and 
Western  and  Watei-ford,  Limerick,  and 
Western  liailway  Companies  Ama!gama- 
tiion  Bill,  and  that  the  said  petition  be 
referrefl  to  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
said  Bills,  and  that  the  petitioners  be 
heard  liy  their  counsel,  agent,  or  wit- 
nesses against  the  said  Bill— (J/r. 
J,  F  X.  O'Brien,) 

BROUGHTY  FERRY  GAS  AND  PAVING 
ORDER  BILL  [Lord«]. 

Road  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with- 
out amendment. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  PRO 
VISIONAL  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(ABERAVON,  &c.)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  thiitl  time,  and  passed,  with- 
out  amendmeut. 


LOCAL        GOVERNMENT        (IRELAND) 

PROVLSIONAL  ORDERS  (No.   2)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 


FETITIONS, 


BUILDING    FEUS  AND   LEASES  (SCOT- 
LAND)  BILL. 

Petition   fr*om    Aheideen,    against  ;    lo 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

CEMETERIES  RATING  BILU 

Petition   from   St.  Paneras,  for  alt^nir 
tion  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CHEAP  TRAINS  BILL. 

Petition  from  St.  Panenis,    in   fav..iTr 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

;       ECCLESIASTICAL    ASSESSMENTS 

I  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

!      Petition  of  the  General   Assembly  of 
!  the  Church  of  Scotland,  in  favour;  to  lie 
upon  the  Taljle. 

EXECUTORS    (SCOTLAND)     AMEND 
MENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table, 

GROCERS'    LICENCES    (SCOTLAND) 
ABOLITION  BILL. 

Petition  from  Leith,  in  favour;  to  lie 

upon  the  Talde. 

GROUND    VALUES    (TAXATION) 

(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  fi'om  AVierdeen,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


METROrOLLS    MANAGEMENT    ACTS 
AMENDMENT  (BYE-LAWS)  BILL. 

Petition  from  St.   Pancras,  for  al] 
tion  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


lUj^J 


MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  Favour,— From  Sinbr  ; — 
Bretby  ;  —  Donisthoipe  ;  —  Al\iM  '  and 
Devon  ;^  Alva  ; —  Clackmannan  ;^TiIH- 
coultry  ; — and,  Cadley  Hill  Colliene^  ;  lo 
lie  up:)n  the  Table. 

MONEY  LENDING  BILL. 

Petition  from  Leith  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table 
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PiH>|{    LAW    UEIJEF   (DISFKANCHISE. 
MENT. 

^  Petitions  for  alteration  of  Law  ;— From 
Keigtiby  ;  and,  llunslet ;  to  lie  nmn  the 
Table. 

ItOMAN    CATITOLrC    UNIVERSITY    OF 
IRELAND. 
Pet  i  t  i  o  n s  agai  ns t  es tiibl  i  s h  n i  e  n  t  ; — From 
Ilt?leii9l»iirgh  ;— and,    Alexaiulna  ;    to  lie 
upon  the  Table, 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LI<H  ORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour; — From  Peters- 
fiebl  ; —  Tre-y-fldol  ;  —  Lincoln  ;  —  and» 
Nottingham  ;  to  lie  npon  the  Table. 

SEATS  FOR  SHOP   A8SIST.\KTS   (ENG- 
LAND AND  IRELAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  UL-tsgow,  for  extension  of 
providons  to  Scotland ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

SUCCESSION  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Aljordeen,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table, 

TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Kirkintillochj  in  favour ; 


to  lie  njwn  the  Table. 


RETURN   PRESENTED. 


h  CHINA  (No.  2,  1890). 

Copy  presented, — of  Correspondence  be- 
tween Her  Majesty's  Government  and  the 
Russian  Griveniraent  with  regard  to  their 
Tesi>eetive  Railway  interests  in  China  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upcjn  the  Table, 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (NOTIFICATION) 
ACT  (1H89)  EXTENSION  BILL. 

Lords'   Amendment    to  be  considered 
forthwith  :  eonwidered,  and  agreed  to. 


I 


QUESTIONS, 


LABOUR  IN  JAM  FACTORIES. 
Mr.  HEDDEEWICK  (Wick  Burghs) : 
I  beg  to  a-sk  the  Seeretary  of  St^ite  for 
the  Home  Depiirtment  whether  he  is 
aware  that  jam  factories  are  kept  going, 
exempt  from  the  provisions  of  the  Fac- 
tories Acts,  for  six  months  in  the  year,  by 
being  used  for  the  curing  of  fish  and 
other  like  purposes  as  soon  as  the  period 
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of  exemjition  for  the  fruit  tra^ie  has 
expired ;  whether  his  attention  ha^  been 
tirawn  to  the  fact  that  a  crowd  of  country 
girls  was  imported  by  a  jam  factory  with- 
out  any  provision  having  l>een  m^ide  for 
their  iM.'eommodation,  and  that  in  conse- 
r|nence  the  girls  arriving  went  where  they 
could  find  a  roof  to  cover  them,  many 
being  taken  into  houses  of  ill-fMme  ;  and 
whether  he  will  cause  inquiry  to  be  mivdc 
into  jUI  the  cii'cumstances  of  the  case. 

*The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  Mat- 
THEW  White  Ridley,  Lanes.,  Blackpool): 
The  first  paragraph  of  the  question  relates 
to  facts  which  have  long  been  ivell  known 
to  my  Department  and  which  I  attempted 
to  deal  with  in  a  Bill  last  Session.  I 
have  seen  in  the  Forimfjhthj  Review  for 
last  month  a  statement  to  the  effect  of 
the  second  pir digraph  ;  bnt  it  was  put 
forward  tis  a  nu^re  nmiour  without  names, 
dates,  or  other  means  of  identification. 
In  these  eircumstiinces  and  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  provision  of  lodging  accom- 
modation for  workpeople  is  a  matter 
outside  the  Factory  Acts,  I  do  not  see 
that  an  inquuy  by  my  Depiirtment  is 
possible, 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  ;  I  l>eg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  w^hether  he  is  aware  that 
for  many  months  in  the  yeai*  children  of 
thirteen  years  of  age  and  upwards  are 
kept  at  work  in  jam  factories  from  6 
o'clock  in  the  morning  till  10  and  1 1  o'clock 
at  night,  and  are  required  to  carry  weights 
which  sometimes  amount  to  alxmt  a 
hundredweight ;  also  that  the  damp  heat 
in  such  factories  rises  frequently  to 
90  deg.,  and  is  productive  of  colda,  bron- 
chitis, pneumonia,  and  consumption  :  and 
whether  he  proposes  to  take  any  steps  in 
the  matter. 

*Sm  M.  WHITE  KIDLEY  :  In  answer 
to  the  hon.  Member  I  may  remind  him  that 
last  year  I  introduced  a  Bill  which  wotild 
have  lirought  jam  factories  fully  within 
the  sanitary  provisions  of  the  Factory 
Acts,  and  wouJd  have  enabled  me  to  limit 
the  excessive  hours  of  lalwur.  I  think 
some  such  legialaliou  is  desiral>le,  and  I 
have  already  said  so  several  times  this 
Session, 

Mr,  TENNANT  (Berwickshire) :  May 
I  fisk  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
be  will  endeavour  to  |iass  the  Bill  this 
year! 
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♦Sir  M.  white  ^EIDLEY:  Tbat 
question  should  be  *^wl(lrui*se(l  to  the 
Leader  of  the  House,  Imt,  as  I  have  said, 
I  have  a  Bill  on  this  subject  ready. 

AMERICAN  AND  CANADIAN  AFFAIRS. 

♦Sir  CHAKIXS  DILKE  (Gloucester 
Forest  of  De^n) :  1  \h:%  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  Static  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  the  uiiderslanding  aniong  the 
delegates  at  the  reeeiit  CimferenceK  be- 
tween  the  Governments  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  and 
the  United  States  hti^  not  prevented  an 
official  statement  on  the  s^ubject  of  the 
negotiations  by  the  Ministry  of  the  Dc»- 
minion  ;  and  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  look  forward  U^  being  alile 
to  make  any  statenient  to  the  House  upon 
the  matter  in  the  course  nf  t!ie  present 
aession.  The  Governnient  have  caused  to 
be  published  a  statement  which  in  pirt 
answers  this  cjuestion,  lint  perhajja  the 
right  hon.   Gentleman  may  like  to  add 

uething  to  that. 

"►The  UNI)P:11  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
"k)R FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr.  St.  John 
Brobrick,  Surrey,  Guildford):  I  have 
nothing  to  add,  except  that  the  Govern- 
ment hope  to  l>e  in  a  position  to  make  a 
Btatement  to  the  House  before  the  close 
of  the  Session, 

THE  PHfENIX  VMIK  MURDEKEU8, 
M  R.  JAMES  UOW'TH  ER  (Kent, 
Thanet) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  there  is  any  truth  in  the  nimour 
that  sevenil  of  the  criminals  coinieted  of 
the  murder  of  Lon!  Frederiek  Cavendish 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Hcriry  Burke  are  about 
to  be  set  at  liberty. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  fcju  IRE- 
LAND   (Mr.    C;.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds,  i 
Central) :  There  is  now  only  one  convict  | 
undergoing  sentence  in   coiuieetion   with 
the  nuutlcrs    of   Loitl  Frederick  Caven- ' 
ditth  and  Mr,  Burke.     The  consideration  I 
of  his  |x>sitioii  is  for  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  I 
and  I  ha^'e  nothing  to  add   to  the  reply  i 
given  iiy  His  ExcelleticVtand  piililishcd  in 
the  IVess,    to    the  petition  presented  to 
him  l>y  the  Corporation  nf  Dubliti  on  the 
7th   April  last. 

COITN'TY  COURT  FEES. 
*SfR  CHARLES'DILKE:  I  Wg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treiisuiy  whether, 
in  connection  with  the  proposed  reduction 


of  county  court  feea,  his  attention  h/w 
been  called  to  a  report  of  the  In  corporate"  1 
Law  Society,  dated  1895  ;  ant  I  whether, 
in  Hxiiig  the  fees  charged  in  County 
courts,  regard  is  ha<l  to  making  the 
county  comets  selfsnppc^rting,  a  priuciple 
not  appHed  to  the  High  Court, 

*TuE  SECRETARY  to  thk  TREA- 
I  SURY  (Mr.  Hanrury,  Preston):  I  have 
seen  the  report  mentioned  in  the  iiVBt  para- 
gniph .  The t utal expei idi t are < >f  th «» Supreme 
I  Court  is  (roughly)  £631^000.      But  ii  u 
geFierally    accepted    Jis    a    eonatituticitial 
doctrine  that  the  courts  and  judges  sh on W 
be  supjjlied  gratis  to  the  suitor    Rv  the 
State.      If    .£199,000    l>e    deducted     in 
respect   of    rent    and    the    s^alaric^    aiid 
pensionss  of  the  judges,  there  remains  a 
balance  of  X4.33jOOO  representing   other 
expenditure.     The  fee  revenue  (includinj^ 
the  Land  Registry)  amounts  to  i;4 17,000  ; 
which  w^ouJd  leave  a  deficit  of  XI  6,000. 
But   the   Supreme  Court  must    also  1w 
credited  with  the  annuity  of  £92,000  a 
year,  which  was    established  in   1869  ju 
the  equivalent  of  interest  on  the   Suitor** 
Fee  Funds,  wvhich  converts  this  deficit  of 
£16,000  into  a  net  surplus  of  £76»000  per 
annum.     The  county  courts,  on  the  other 
hand,  show  a  net  deficit  of  £19,000  per 
annum.       The   total    expenditure    upon 
them  *amounts  to  £59t^,000  per  annum, 
which  gives  a  balance  of  £439,000  when 
£159,000  is  deducted  in  respect  of  rtsul 
and  judges'  sfdaries  and    pensions,      iU 
against  this  outlay  the  fee  revenue  only 
amounts  to  £420,000. 

THE  DUMDUM  BULLET. 
Mr,  DILLON  (Mayo,  East):  1  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  StAte  for  India 
who  IH  resfjimsible  lor  the  use  of  the 
Dum-Dum  bullet  by  British  troops  in 
India. 

*The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  ma 
INDIA  (Lord GKORt.E  II AMI LTON,Middk»- 
sex»  Ealing)  :  I  sUited,  in  reply  tfi  a 
question  put  to  mo  by  the  hon.  Member 
in  this  IlciiKse  on  March  24,  1898,  that 
these  Indicts  were  i^^^ued  by  tmlrr  of  ihn 
Government  of  India,  that  no  fuither  aanC' 
tion  for  their  issue  wjvs  necessary,  and  that 
no  snch  Siinctinn  was  either  asked  for  or 
given  ;  but  that  Her  Majesty *s  CTOvem- 
mont  wore  fully  informed  as  to  the  pn> 
eeedings  of  the  Government  of  IiubX  and 
Baw  no  reason  for  questioning  rh^Mr  prt>. 
priety,     1   inaj- mid  that    the  '-,r 

the  issue  of  this  bullet  was  that  •  k  © 
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had  shown  that  the  Imllot  previously  in 
use  did  not  adequately  protect  the  troops 
using  it.     As  at  present  advised,  I  see  no  j  bullet  by  the   Peace  Conference  at    the 


whether,    in    view 
demnatiuD  of  the 


of 
use 


the   decisive  con- 
of  the  I>um-Dum 


reason  for  modifying  the  opinion  which  I 
then  expresHed  But  I  may  ad<l  that  since 
la8t  autumn  the  Government  of  India 
have  had  a  new  pattern  of  butlct  under 
trial,  and  I  wa>»  iniomiocj  in  reply  to  an 
inquiry  ahuut  two  months  ago  that  those 
trials  were  not  coinplet**,  I  nit  that  they 
wouhl  lie  prtMJceded  with  and  rcpoi-ted  on 
ad  soon  as  possible* 

Mk.  DILLON:  Will  the  noble  Lord 
kindly  sUite  whether  he  will  lie  wiUing  to 
lay  bt'fore  the  House,  before  the  now 
bullet  16  cidopted,  the  opinion  of  medical 
experts  m  to  the  olTects  of  the  bullet  1 

♦Loin>  a  HAMILTON  :  There  were 
exfjerimentH  msuie  iu  connection  with 
the  old  liullet,  and  it  was  on  the  strength 
of  those  exjK'rimenta  that  the  bullet  now 
iu  use  was  Jidopted. 

Mr*  DILLON  :  But  the  result  of  those 
experiment  was  never  communicated  t<j 
the  House  of  Commons,  This  is  becoming 
a  very  seriout?   question   now. 


When  1 


Hague,  Her  Majesty's  Oovcrnraent  will 
take  into  consideration  the  advisaljility  of 
discontiiniiog  the  use  of  this  ballet  in 
wars  with  semi-civilised  or  savage  peoplej 
as  well  as  witli  those  nations  wlio  are 
parties  to  the  Conference  ? 

*Thc  UNDER  SECKETAKYofBTATK 
Ftui  WAli  (Mr.  WvMniAM,  Dover)  :  I 
would  ask  leave  to  refer  the  hou.  Mcnjbcr 
to  the  First  Lord's  reply  to  a  later  ques- 
tion on  the  Paper, 

POSTAL   DELI VEH IKS    IN    D0U8ET- 
SHIKE, 

Colonel  WELBY  (Taunton) :  I  I>eg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postniiister  -  Geueiul, 
whether  he  is  aware  tliat  the  villages  of 
Mere,  Zt-als,  Bourtorj,  and  Buckhorn 
Weston,  adjoining  Gillingham,  wheits 
there  is  a  head  post  office  and  a  railway 
station  on  the  main  South-Western  line 
to  Exeter,  are  in  the  [X)stiil  delivery  of 
Bath,  distant  more  than  20  miles  in  a 
i  direct  line  :  whether  he  can  see  his  way  to 


I 


pressed   the   noble  Lord   on   a   previous ,  it^arranging   the    Gillingham    atul    ikth 


occasion  he  refused  me  information  as  to 
the  Dum-Dum  IjuUet,  and  I  wish  to  know 
now — and  I  think  it  a  reasonable  ques- 
tion— M*hcther  he  c^n  undertake  and  will 
undcrtiikc  to  communicate  to  the  House 
of  Commons  the  results  of  the  experi- 
ments now  Ixiing  tried  with  the  r»ew 
bullet,  l>efore  it  is  adopted  foi'  the  Indian 
troops. 

*L0RD  (L  HAMILTON:  I  am  not 
awaru  that  I  ever  refused,  on  a  previous 
oooafiion,  to  give  the  reports  that  were 
then  asked  for,  and  if  the  hon  Memlicr 
wishes  to  have  them  I  will  lay  them 
lieforo  the  House. 

Col,  MIL^VARD  (Warwick,  Stratfoixl- 
Upon-Aviio)  ;  May  I  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  whether  the  Ilum-Dum  bidlet  eon- 
tains  any  explosive  subsUinee,  or  whether 
it  is  not  composecl  of  a  leaden  nase  and  a 
nickel  base,  instead  of  the  nickel  nose  and 
leaden  base  of  the  Lee-Metford  bullet  ? 

Mh.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order.  The  , 
hon.  Memlier  is  entenng  into  a  debate  on  ! 
the  merits  of  the  snli|ect»  j 

! 

Mr.  CHjVNNING  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  I 
Under    S^retary    of    State     for     War  I 


deliveries  so  as  to  give  these  and  neigh- 
bouring villages  the  full  beneJits  of  being 
situaterl  near  a  main  line  of  railway  ; 
and  whether  he  can  sec  his  way  to 
placing  in  the  library  of  the  House  of 
Commons  maps  of  the  United  Kingdom 
colouretl  to  show  the  areas  of  the  dirt'crent 
rural  postal  deliveries. 

♦Mr.  HANBUKY  :  These  villages  are 
all  in  the  postal  delivery  of  Bsith.  To 
transfer  them  to  the  postal  delivery 
of  Gillijigham  might  improve  the  com* 
munication  with  the  disiiictd  ser\ed  by 
the  London  and  South -Western  Rail  way, 
but  woulfl  possibly  impair  the  eommuni 
cjition  with  the  districts  served  by  the 
Great  Western  1  tail  way  with  wliieh  they 
have  long  been  in  direct  communication, 
and  it  may  l>o  that  a  larger  nnmljer  of 
letters  would  be  delayed  than  would  be 
accelerated.  The  night  mad  service  to  and 
from  Gillingham  has,  however,  recently 
been  placed  upon  a  more  secure  footing 
than  formerly,  and  inquiry  shall  be  made 
as  to  the  expediency  of  sening  the 
places  in  qnestion  from  Gillingham. 
The  Post  Ottice  is  not  in  possession  of 
any  maps  coloured  to  show  the  areas  of 
the  diflercnt  rural  postal  deliveries  ;  and 
it  would  be  a  work  of  much  complexity  to 
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prepare  such  maj>s ;  wbicli  would,  more- 
over, stand  in  need  of  consUint  corrcetion, 
and  would  be  unintelligible  ^nthont 
further  information  w^hich  cannot  l>e 
given  on  a  map. 
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Sir  CHAliLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton) :  I  l>cg  to  ask  the  Becretary 
to  the  Treasury  whether  any  change  ha^ 
l»een  made  in  the  arrangements  for  print- 
ing the  offieial  Parliamentary  Delmtes  ; 
and  when  Members  may  expect  their 
reports  to  be  issued  with  reaaonable 
promptitude. 

Mn.  It  a  WEBSTEK  (St.  Pancnis, 
Eitst) :  I  would  like  at  the  same  time  to 
aak  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasiuy 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  cause  of  the 
delay  in  the  piihlication  of  the  Eejxjrts  of 
the  Parhamentary  Dehntes  of  this  Session 
is  tlie  fact  that  the  rejyoiters  of  the  Par- 
liamenUiry  coq^s  are  largely  in  arrears  of 
s^dary  ;  and  if  any  fresh  arrangements  are 
now  hiding  made  to  carry  the  work  out 
in  a  Imsinessh'ke  manner. 

*Mr.  IIANBURY  :  I  will  answer  these 
ipiestions  together,  I  Icanied  on  tfie  day 
on  which  the  House  rose  before  AVhitsun- 
tide  of  the  disputed  arrears  of  jmyuient 
to  ie|ji>rters — which,  it  apj:>earcd,  had  con- 
tributed to  the  delay  in  issuing  the 
reports.  In  consequence  of  this  delay  I 
gave  inatnictiona  to  the  Controller  of  the 
Stationery  Office  to  cancel  at  once  the 
existing  contract  if  any  report  was  still  in 
firrear  on  Wednesday  last,  the  day  the 
House  re^assemliled ;  to  make  aiTangements 
foi*  a  new  contract ;  and  to  warn  the  exist- 
ing contractor  accordingly.  A  new  con- 
tract commenced  on  \^'edncsday  last,  on 
the  same  conditions  in  all  respects  a,s  that 
which  had  Ijeen  cancelled.  The  condi- 
tions, as  I  have  siitisticd  myself,  are  such 
US  to  allow  a  reasonable  profit  to  the  con- 
tractor. The  reports  for  days  between 
April  30  imd  May  5  arc  in  the  hands  of 
the  late  contractor,  and  all  that  is  pos- 
sible has  lieen  done  by  the  Stationery 
Office  to  hasten  their  put^lication.  His 
sureties  have  been  informed  of  their 
liability  for  the  consequences  of  the  delay. 
The  reports  of  the  5th  and  up  to  the 
19th  May  will  be  published  at  once  by 
the  new  contractors,  Messrs,  WjTiian, 
who  have  already  large  printing  con- 
tracts,    As  regards  all  other  reports  sub- 


sequent to  thai  of  May  19th  tho  new  eon- 
tractor  will  be  required  to  cmny  out  all 
the  pro\Hsion8  of  tho  contract  strictly  and 
punctually. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E) 
May  I  ask,  in  connection  with  that 
answer,  whether  the  proofs  of  reportt 
taken  l>etween  May  5  and  May  1 9  will  Ins 
at  once  forwarded  to  Members,  if  tiukt 
has  not  been  done  alreiidy  ? 

*Mr.  HAKBUEY  :  Oh,  yes,  certainly. 

Mr.  R.  G.  WEBSTEK:  I  should  like 
to  know  whethi.^r  the  right  hon.  Gentk^ 
man,  taking  into  consirleration  the  fact 
that  the  discussion  on  the  report  stage  of 
tho  London  Go\ernment  Bill  shortly 
comes  cm,  ^ill  tell  us  whether  we  are  to 
take  llw  Times  report  as  official,  or,  if  not, 
what  report  we  are  so  to  take. 

The  questioji  was  not  answered. 

IKELAND-^NATIUNAL    SCHOOL 
TEACHEK8  AS  GUARDIANS. 

Mu.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S):  I  \,tg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lonl 
Lieutenant  of  Irehuid  whether  he  can 
state  on  what  groinids  the  Conimissionem 
of  National  Education  have  refikned  to 
pay  to  Mr.  Kcnnvt  national  teacher, 
Ballinameen,  North  Roscommon,  the 
motleys  at  present  due  to  him,  and  have 
prohiliited  him  from  acting  as  Poor  Law 
guardian  and  district  councillor  in  Boyle 
Union,  to  which  position  he  was  elected, 
although  io  other  parts  of  Irelancl 
national  teachers  have  l>een  frequently 
elected  as  Poor  Law  gnanlians  and  served 
as  such  ;  and,  whcthLM*  he  will  direct  tlmt 
there  will  be  no  further  interference  hy 
the  National  Board  with  Mr,  Kenny  in 
the  office  to  which  he  has  l>een  elected  in 
Boyle  Union. 

Mr.G.W.BALFOUR:  TheCommisrion- 

ers  have  withheld  Stdary  frtim  Mr.  Kenny, 
National  {School  teacher,  pending  his  di» 
connecting  himself  with  the  offices  of 
Poor  Law  guartlian  and  ilistrict  councillor 
in  Boyle  Union,  to  which  he  had  been 
recently  elected.  They  consider  that  the 
holding  of  such  offices  by  a  teacher  of  & 
National  school  is  inconsistent  with  the 
proper  observance  of  their  rules  requiring 
tCHchers  **  to  abstain  from  controvei-sy, 
ajid  prohibiting  them  from  taking  any 
part  in  elections  except  by  voting.  If 
any  teachers  of  National  schools  have  held 
the  position  of  Poor  Law  guardians,  as 
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rJlegod,  it  w;is  without   the  ewinction  or 
knowledge  of  the  Conimissioiiers. 

AUFICULTURAL    GRANTS    IN    KOS- 
rOMMON  AND  LEITRIM. 

Mr.  TULLY :  I  fieg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secrotarv  to  the  Loni  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
hmd  if  he  can  sUite  the  amonnt  fixed  as 
the  agrifultnral  grant  to  the  County  Kos- 
conimon,  and  ako  to  the  county  Leitrini, 
the  amonnt  of  the  excluded  charges  in 
the  case  of  e;ich  county,  and  the  details 
of  these  excluded  charges  ? 

Mr,  G.  W.  BALFOUK  :  The  yearly 
amount  of  the  Agricnltumi  Grant  to  the 
C3ounty  Eoscommon  is  £18,534.  The 
Qtant  to  the  Conntv  Lcitrim  is 
jei 0,291  lOs.  The  amount  of  the  Ex- 
dudefl  Charges  in  the  County  Roscommon 
is  £3,300,  and  in  the  County  Leitrim, 
JC5,48D.  The  Excluded  Charges  consist 
of  (1)  Special  expenses  lovit^d  on  a  contri- 
butory place  under  the  Puhlic  Health 
Acts  or  enfictments  directing  expenses  to 
be  le\ied  as  expenses  under  these  Acts ; 
(2)  Railway  Charges ;  (3)  Navigation 
and  Drainage  Charges;  (4J  Relief  of 
Distress  Charges;  (5)  Malicious  Injnry 
Charges, 

Mil   TULLY:    Can    the    right 
Gentleman   say   whether   there   are 
Drainage  Charges? 

Mr,  a  W.  BAI.FOUR:  This  includes 
Drainage  Charges. 

TRANSVAAL  AFFAIR8, 
Mr,  BRYN  ROBERTS  (CamarvoE- 
shire,  Eifion) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  is 
aware  that  Mr.  D.  P,  Faure,  in  a  letter 
appearing  in  the  Sattth  Jfmmi  Mm 
of  8th  May,  states  that  Is.  was  paid 
for  every  signature  to  the  Johannesburg 
petition,  and  that  not  twenty-one  dozen 
out  of  the  signatories  would  be  willing  to 
forfeit  thoir  natiomdity  in  order  to  obtain 
the  franchise  ;  whether  Mr.  Fauro  is  the 
gentleman  who  was  selected  by  Loixi  Ros- 
mead  to  act  as  inteipreter  between  the 
Colonial  Office  and  the  Tmnsviial  dele- 
gates at  the  London  Convention  in  1884  ; 
whether  he  can  sUite  what  8tej>«  were 
Uiken  by  Sir  Alfre^l  Milner  to  ascertiiin 
the  genuineness  of  the  petition  ;  and 
whether  ho  will  instruct  Sir  Alfred  Milner 
in  future  to  refuse,  in  iiccordance  with 
precetlent,  to  receive  any  petition  deeding 
with  the  interiud  atfaii-a  of  the  South 
African  Eepublic  1 


hon 
any 


The  SECRETARY  OF  STATE   for 

I  THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J,  ClIAMREItLAlN, 
'  Birmingham,  W.) :  i^Ir.  Faure  did  make 
I  the  two  statements  referred  to  in  the  first 
two  lAamgraphs,  but  1  do  not  know  what 
authority  he  ha^i  for  either.  He  w^as 
selected  as  an  interpreter  in  1884.  The 
gemiincness  of  tlie  signatures  to  the  Uit- 
landers'  petition  h^is  been  verified  liy  aHi- 
davits.  The  answer  to  the  fourth  part 
of  the  (juestion  is  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  BKYN  ROBERTS :  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  l>y  whose  arti- 
davits  the  genuineness  of  the  signatures 
is  verifiod  1 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  giving  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man any  valuable  information  if  I  ^ave 
the  names  of  the  persons  who  made  the 
afiida\nts  j  but  they  were  the  persons  who 
collected  the  signatures. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS:  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  stated  on  a  previous 
occasion  that  Sir  Alfred  Milner  had 
satisfied  himself  in  the  matter.  Did  Sir 
Alfred  Milner  make  the  attidavit  ;  and,  if 
not,  how  did  he  asccitain  the  genuineness 
of  the  signatiu-es  1 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  That  seems 
to  me  to  be  haRlIy  a  serious  cjuestiori  ; 
but  Sir  Alfred  Milner  has  satisfied  him- 
self, and  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  signatures  are  authentic.  It  is,  of 
coui*se,  a  matter  of  opinion,  and,  if  the 
hon.  Member  takes  a  different  view,  I  do 
not  wish  to  deprive  him  of  it. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS:  I  simply 
wished  to  know  the  grotmds  on  which  Sir 
Alfred  Milner  Imsed  his  convictions, 

THE    PARLL\MENTAUY    DEPOSITS 
KILL. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  (Preston) :  I  bog  to 
ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called!  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary Deposits  Bill  ;  and  whether, 
considering  that  the  Parliamentary 
Deposits  and  Boufls  Act  was  promoted 
and  carried  by  the  Government  of  the 
day,  he  vnW  use  his  infbience  with  the 
Government  to  induce  them  to  make  this 
Bill  a  Government  measure  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight)  :  1 
am  acquainted  with  the  provisions  of  the 
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Parliamentary  Deposits  Bill  to  which  my  THE  PEACK  CONFERENCE. 

Hon.    and   learned  friend   refers.     In  my  '       Mr.  BILLON  :  I  l>eg  to  ask  the  Fim 
opinion  it  19  certainly  a  Bill  which  ought    Lord  of  the  Tii'^istiry  whether  a  rf-soluticn 
to  pass,   bnt   I  cannot  say  more  in   the 
matter. 


PKKKS  AND   rAIUJAMENTAltV 
ELFX'TIUNS. 

Mil,    JAMES  LOWTHER  :  I  l«g  to 

ti>  ask  the   First   Lonl  of    the  Treasury 


pruhiliiling  the  use  of  the  Dum-lJum 
Indlet  was  piissed  at  Commission  Nu,  h*i 
the  Peace  Conft*rence  on  l«t  Jime; 
wherh<.r  this  resolution  wa>i  1  Uj 

the   British    delegate  ;    and     \  he 

ciin  undertake  that  the  British  tk^le^iiU* 
will    l»e   instructed    not   to    uppo??t*    tli» 


whether  his  attention  has  l>een  called  to  a  I  resolution  in  the  Ciencral  Confert^ner. 
puhlished  letter,  dated  22rid  xMay,  purport-  I  ^^^o  ^^eg  to  ask  the  I-u-st  Loi-d  of  Uic 
ing  to  have  Wen  addressed  hv  the  Duke  Treitsnry  whether  he  can  stato  Mrba 
of  DevorjRhire  to  an  elector  in"  the  South-  attitude  was  taken  by  the  BntJsh  dd(^pa< 
p4>rt  Division  of  Lancashire  in  support  of 
one  of  the  candidates  then  contesting  that 
constituency,  for  which  a  new  writ  was 
moved  upon  1 2th  May  ;also  to  a  letter  to  a 
simiJar  effect  alleged  to  have  lieen  written 
by  the  Bishop  of  Liverpool  ;  and,  if  the 
said  letters  l>e  genuine,  what  action  he 
proposes  to  take  with  a  view  either  to 
the  enforcement  or  repeal  of  the  Ses- 
sional Onler  passed  at  his  instance  at  the 
lieginning  of  this  Session,  in  which  it  is 
declared  to  he  a  high  infringement  of  the 
liljertics  and  privileges  of  the  Conunons 
{or  any  peer,  prelate,  or  other  lord  of  Par- 
liament to  concern  himself  in  the  election 
of  Members  to  serve  for  the  Commons  in 
Parliament  ?  and  whether,  in  \iew  of  the 
rcpt^aterl  disregaixl  of  the  said  Sessional 
Onier  by  Cabinet  Ministers  and  other 
leading  Peers  countenanced  openJy  in  a 
recent  instance  by  Memliers  of  the  House 
of  Commons  of  long  sUuiding,  including 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exehet|uer  and  the 
First  Loixl  of  the  Admiralty,  he  proposes 
any  longer  to  reiommend  the  retention 
of  an  Onler  which,  m  he  himself  has 
stated,  this  House  is  powerless  to  enforce. 


The  first  LORD  OF  THE  TREA^ 
SUUY  (Mr.  A.  J,  BALForit,  Manchester, 
E.) :  As  reganls  the  letters  to  which  my 
right  hon.  friend  refers,  I  know  nothing 
alxiut  them,  and  conseipiently  do  not 
know   whether  they   were   or   woit*   not , 

private  letters  midresstxi  to  individuals.  |  tniUecl   to  cArr>^  loaded^  firearms  ?     And 
I  presume,  however,  that   they  were,  and  "  -    


in  Commission  No.  I,  of  tho  Pc-act*  Con- 
ference  on  tho  tjuestion  of  clroppiug 
explosives  from  Imlloons. 

Mr,  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  In  answer  to 

V>oth  these  questions,  I  bvve  to  say  that  the 
members  of  the  Conference  have  agreotl 
that  their  proceedings  shall  be  conducted 
in  secret,  except  in  so  far  as  regardi: 
communications  which  are  miwle  with 
their  consent  to  representatives  of  the 
Press  on  the  sp€jt.  Her  MajestrV 
(Government  cannot,  under  these  eireiiin^ 
stances,  make  any  communicatioTi  lut  to 
the  instructions  given  to  or  the  attitude 
taki*n  ]ty  the  British  delegates. 

IRELAND-EM EiillKNCY   MEN  CAUKY. 
TNG    FIUKAIIMH, 

Mn.  AUSTIN  (Limerick,  W.)  :  May  I 
ask  the  Chief  SecrcUiry  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
teruint  of  Ireland  whether  his  attentioti 
has  been  called  lo  the  c*.se  of  an  emer- 
gency man  named  Thoniiis  Ciuwford,  in 
the  employment  of  the  representatives  of 
the  late  Surgeon  OGnidy,  who  was  on  tho 
15th  May  arrested  for  drunkenness  near 
the  town  of  Ahlx^yfeale,  county  Limerick, 
and  for  filing  a  Iwwled  revolver,  with  the 
residt  that  a  man  named  Aheani  wa* 
wounded  in  the  hand  f  Is  he  aware  thai 
Cnkwford  was  fined  20s.  for  iKjing  drunk, 
and  only  28,  6d.  for  firing  his  revolver,  hy 
the  magistrates  sitting  in  petty  seasiond 
at  Ablkeyfeale  ?      Ls   Crawford   still  per- 


i 


i 


if  they  were  I  do  not  think  they  would 
coTitmvene  the  Sessional  Onler  laid  down 
by  the  House.  That,  however,  is  a 
matter  on  which  I  iim  no  greiitor  autho- 
rity than  my  right  hon.  friend.  As  regsntis 
the  general  •piustioM,  I  have  two  or  throe 
times  expl.uned  to  the  House  the  opinions 
I  myseli  hold,  and  1  do  not  think  it  ne* 
eessary  to  repeiit  those  opinions. 


can  he  inform  the  House  up<:»n  wlmt 
grcanuis  did  the  magistrates  refuse  the 
application  of  Mr,  Ahearne's  solicU'-r  f..r 
infonuations  against  Crawfoitl  t 

♦Mr,  a  W.  BALFOUR  :  The  faet,.uc 
sul>st4UitiaDy  as  stated  in  the  question, 
except  thiit  there  is  no  endence  tbit  Mr 
Ahcarn  was  wounded  in  the  ham!  ,k9  a 
reiiult  of  the  discharge  of  the  re\ol\rr. 
He  iniwle  no  complaint  in  the  mattt*r  until 
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Explamtlim, 


aio 


the  17th  of  May,  and  tho  hetid  consUible  ! 
of  police  who  then  exjimineil   his  hand  , 
coulcl    lind    no    trace   of  recent    injury. 
What   was   pointed    out   as   tiie  allegetl 
wountl    Wjid   a    perfectly  heiiknl   near.     I 
prcHunio  the  magi^t rates  refused   to  send  ' 
the   c,use  for  trial   Ijccause  they  did  not 
consider   that   the   scar    wii**   caused    Uy 
CravvfoncL     The  police   took  posscH.sion  of 
Crawford't^  revoher  i)ri   the  ITitli  of   May, 
and  <  Government   have   since  ordered  the 
revncation  ai  his  liceni*e  t«»  knep  hrc^utUH.  , 


i 

i 

I 

I 


the  hon.  Member  for  East  Clare  cisked  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  at  what  date 
the  Bill  for  living  Loitl  Kitchener 
X30,000  would  l>e  introchiced  ;  and  the 
First  Lord  replied  : 

*'  I  am  afraid  1  eanaot  j^ive  an  anawer  lu  the 
iliieRtinn  at  nroj^ent.  As  tlio  hon.  <Jentli5inaB 
Knowft,  I  rather  hopetl  In  liegin  the  on ii nary 
lej^iHUtive  work  of  the  SeHeion  t(L).fUiy.  That 
hope  han  lieon  di-'taiJi>olnt*3d,  and  the  ordinary 
work  c»iaaot  now  hegin  until  Thurwlay,  If 
the  hon.  Gentleman  will  ask  the  inieniion  on 
Thursday,  [  will  endeavour  to  answer  him." 

I  Whereupon     the    hon.    Gentlenvin     the 

rEIiSONAL  EXPLANATION.  I  Mi^nibcr  for  East  Clare  said  he  would  put 

t»«    f\ii  T  /ix^     T    J    *        *        '^i  the  question  on  Thursday.     On  the  2.'{rifl 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  desue,  air,  vi.ith  vour    i,^  ,   ^         *i     u        at      i       c      i/n 

^      '      *,     *  -^,       rehrtiarv  the  hon.  Meniber  for  Kilkciutv 
permiHtjinn,    to  siiv   h   few  words    in   the  i      i     ,  .l    r  n      -  **  .  i    i    if  *r 

'  r  '     J  I       *■  r     ^    asked  the  folio wiui?  fpiestion,  on  iK^hali  of 

nature   of  a  iiei'sonai    explanation.     Ljist  '    i     i         \r      %      P     i?    ^  fn 
1,1  .  J        T       11*1.     i.^     .,    T      1      c  .u    \  ^he  hon»  Memocr  for  Kt\At  Glare  : 
hnday    I   asketi   the  rirst    Liinl    of  the 

Treasui'V  whether  I  wat^  correct  in  stating        "  When  the  Bill  to  •,Tunt  £30,000  te  Lord 

that,  in'my  rec^dlecti.ni,  the  government  |  Kitchener  will  be  introduced/' 

klld  at  an  earlier  flat«  in  the  t^enmon  de-    The  First  Loitl  of  the  Treasury  replied  : 

eUiXMl    their    intention    of    suhmittinE   a|      mi  ^d^*,  .*  «u...  .,    i^r,^u^  «^«...„^  »^  ii: 
i>-ii  •      ri     1-  f        I  T       1  *  cannot  give  a  aeiinite  answer  to  tnw 

Bill  in  1  arlmment  fnr  the  grant  t4J  l^rd  ,  question,  but  I  will  amiertaketogivea  wenk  » 
Kitchener  of  Khartoum,  The  right  hon.  |  notice  before  any  atepa  iu  the  matter  are  taken 
Omuleman  on  that  occasion  declarofl  that  i  hj  ^he  Government.' 


I  wa-H  incrnTect,  and  that  the  Government 
ha<l  made  no  sticb  statement,  and  that  he 
had  all  through  expre.Hse^l  hi.s  intention 
of  proceeding  according  to  the  arrange- 
ment now  proposed.      I   thiTik  I  am  en- 


I  do  not  for  one  mctment  inainuatei  nor  do 
I  lieLieve,  that  the  First  Lonl  of  the  Trea- 
sury hiwl  any  intention  of  deceising  the 
Hous?e  of  Commons,  but  the  House  is 
entitled  to  get  the  infoniiittioM  which  it 


titleil  to  try  to  prove  that  my  menioiy  iiskccJ  for,  I  am  alwo  entitled  to  prove 
was  accurate,  and  I  wmild  point  out  that"  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Kxchequer, 
on  Fel^ruarr  17  last  I  put  a  question  to  in  reply  to  a  question,  declared  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  tho  first  I  the  pnjccHlure  would  be  by  way  of 
reference  ma^le  during  the  present  Session,    Bill,  and   not    by  Vote   in    Conmuttee  of 


I  think,  to  the  proixwed  grant.  I  asked 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
it  was  propiHeil  to  ask  the  House  to  vote 
any  sum  to  Lord  Kitchener  in  respect  of 
the  Kattle  f>f  Onidurman,  ami,  if  so, 
when  the  Vote  would  be  t^iken  ;  and 
I  also  asked  whether  the  pn>cedure 
would  be  by  Bill  or  by  Vote. 
The  Chancellor  nf  the  Exchequer 
anawcreil : 

"  Yea.  sir ;  we  «hall  ask  the  Hotue  of 
ConinioQs  to  irote  a  »um  of  £30;rJ00,  which 
will  probably  l»e  invented  in  the  purchase  of 
an  annuity  for  Lord  Kit4!heuer  of  Kfiartoani^ 
I  thiok  the  firocetlure  must  be  by  Bill,  and  it 
will  be  taken  at  an  early  date.'* 

I  think  1  am  entitled  to  Cfdl  the  atten- 
tion   of    tho   Fii^t   Lord    of    the   Trea- 

Hury  to  two  subsequent  occasions  on  I  dure  by  Vote  in  Committee  of  Supply.  As 
which  the  nmtter  was  referred  to,  for  it  I  am  on  my  logs^  it  may  l>o  convenient 
will  lie  in  tho  memory  of  the  House  for  the  Hotise  w  know  that  on  Thursday 
that  he  Biiid  that  he  h,ul  in  Ids  mind  all  next  1  shall  propose  a  resolution  embuly- 
along  the  proceeding  by  Vote  in  Com-  ing  the  thanks  uf  this  Urjuse  to  the  orticere 
mittea  of  Simnlv.     On  thfl  ^iflth  hVbrtiitrir  i  and  men  engaged  in  the  Soudan  camprtigti. 


Supply  ;  and   I   think  I  have  established 
the  fact  that  1  was  right. 

Mk.  a,  J.  BALFOUR :  As  the  hon. 
Member  has  ajipealod  Uj  me,  I  gladly  re- 
cognise that  there  is  some  justitication  for 
the  view  he  took.  It  is,  however,  the 
fact  that  I  had  forgotten  the  particular 
questions  and  ans Wei's  to  which  tie  has  re- 
ferred. It  is  also  the  fact  that  it  was 
desired  that  the  question  should  bo  dealt 
with  in  Coinmittoe  of  Supply  by  way  of  a 
Vote,  rather  than  by  a  Bill  There  were, 
no  doubt,  precedents  which  seem  to  be  in 
favour  of  proceeriin^  by  Bill  rather  than 
by  Vote,  Imt  investigations  show  that  the 
precedents  as  a  whole  pjint  to  the  proce- 
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TNTEKFERENCE  OF  PEEKS  tN  THE 
ELECTION  FKHl  THE  S(JUTH1M)KT 
DIVISION  OF  LANrASHIkK 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  :  I  rise  fur 
the  piirpostj  of  calling  tbo  attention  of 
the  HouHe  to  u  question  of  privilege.  In 
answer  to  a  question,  I  elicited  from  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Tre^^sury  the  statenieTit 
that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  letters  to 
which  my  qn est ion'ref erred.  Now»  I  have, 
unfortunately,  < lining  the  present  Session 
had  occasion  more  than  once  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  breaches  deh'he- 
ratcly  iniule  of  the  Sessional  Order  leganl- 
ing  the  irjteiierence  of  Peers  in  Partia- 
mcnttiry  elections.  But  the  case  which  I 
desire  now  very  briefly  to  submit  to  the 
House  differs  in  one  very  important  point 
from  others  which  have  been  raiscfb 
When  I  raise<l  other  questions  of  this 
character  I  was  told  that  until  the  issue  nl 
the  wnt  the  House  had  not  been  in  the 
habit  of  taking  any  cogin*sfmce  of  breaches 
of  the  Sessional  Order.  I  never  admitted 
myself  that  there  was  any  ground  for  the 
diJibrentiation.  I  never  admitteil  that  the 
mere  fiict  of  the  writ  issuing  or  not  took 
away  any  force  from  tlie  Sessional  Order 
pvs^ed  every  year.  With  the  permission 
of  the  House  I  shall  rcrid  a  short  extract 
from  one  of  the  letters,  and  the  whole  of 
the  other  letter,  which  is  very  short. 
The  letter  of  the  Duko  of  Devonshire 
was  not,  as  my  right  hon.  friend  auiTnised, 
a  private  letter,  but  was  obviously  written 
to  be  published.  It  is  addressed  appfirently 
to  a  perfect  stranger,  anrl  could  have  been 
w^ritten  for  no  other  puriK)se  than  Vjeing 
printed.  It  appeared  1  in  one  of  the  locml 
newspiiiers,   which  sUtted : 

**  The  following  reply  has  been  receivod  by  a 
Southport  Unioniiii,  who  called  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire's  attention  to  the  reaeons  ur^^ed  by 
an<l  on  belialf  of  a  few  8outb|K>rt  LilienJ 
Pnionists  for  not  on  thi«  occaaion  consi<lering 
it  t!ieir  paramount  dtity  to  oppose  the  Home 
little  Wind  id  lite." 

The  reply  is  (kted  Lismore  Castle,  May  22  ; 
and  1  may  say  in  passing  that  the  writ 
for  the  Southport  election  was  issued  ton 
days  before,  although  I  myself  attach  no 
importiuice  whatever  to  the  aigutnent 
that  the  breach  of  privilege  de|K*nds  cm 
whether  the  interference  is  l>efore  or  after 
the  issue  of  the  writ.      The  letter  runs  : 

'♦Sir,— I  have  received  your    letter  of  the 
19th  ifiRt.*  and  am  sorry  to  War  tbat  there  i* 
nfiy    dilTerenoe    of    opiniuo    amon^     Liberal  j 
Unioni^^tB  at  Boiith|K>rt    ^    to  the  duty  of 


jiiL   J 


pivinf^  tlicir  support  to  Rrr.  Italfoar.  .  .  . 
Tbe  piesent  deinoralisatic^u  and  power1oA*tio* 
of  the  opposition  are,  in  my  opinion,  mti*^!  ir 
adequate  reasons  for  8upf>ortinief  a  cantli  ^' 
whowe  return  would,  in  however  Mnali  . 
degree,  tend  to  resuscitate  the  unfortniiate 
Home  Rule  prono^als  which  were  rejected  «i 
the  last  Uenerat  Election." 

Then,  sir,  the  Bishop  of  Liverpool  wroto 
the   foHowing  letter  to  a  Churchman  in 

Southpoit : 

**Dear  Sir,— I  answer  your  question  wtUioii 

any  hesitation.  If  I  bad  a  vote  for  South f-T! 
I  slKuild  certainly  not  pve  it  to  any  caodi-iuc 
who  was  in  favour  of  Home  Rule  for  IrebauL 

I  need  harflly  say  that  I  heartily  s\_ 
imthise  with  every  word  coritamerf  ii 
those  letters,  I  feel  also  bound  to 
that  I  myself  consider  that  Ixjth  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire  and  the  Bishop  of  Liv«•^ 
pool  were  perfectly  right  in  writing  ihtM 
letters  ;  but,  as  the  right  hon,  GentleanD 
told  me  on  a  pre\-ious  occasion  that  Uie 
fact  of  the  alleged  breach  of  priv  ilege  bcili| 
committer]  before  the  issue  of  the  writ  pi*- 
vente*!  his  Uvking  notice  of  it,  I  desire  W 
emphasise  the  fact  that  such  an  answv 
would  not  hold  good  at  the  prownt 
niornent  Now,  sir,  it  is  not  for  the  HoQie 
to  deal  in  a  legislative  capacity  with  ihii 
question.  It  is  not  for  me  to  expnat 
an  opinion  as  to  whether  the  Order  is  vnm 
or  foolish  ;  the  duty  I>efore  the  House  ifl  a 
judicial  duty.  We  have  to  interpret  our 
Order  upxori  judicial  lines,  and  it  is  to  that 
fKiint  that  1  shall  endeavour  to  conltfie 
myself.  It  is  necessary,  no  doubt,  frumt 
judicial  standpoint  that  iNith  sides  ol  th^ 
question  shoidd  be  pJaced  before  the 
House,  ar»d,  very  luiefiy,  I  shjtU  cndet- 
vovir  to  do  so.  It  is  a  matter  of  notoiietjr 
that  every  Prime  Minister  during  the  hk 
(juarter  of  a  century  has  set  this  Onl^r  At 
defiance,  and  consetiuently  we  miinl  noK 
jnilge  harshly  the  ncdile  duko  and  the 
liishop  if  they  may  think  that  they  were 
perfectly  justified  in  adopting  this  coune. 
They  no  doubt  rememl>ered  that  Loid  _ 
Beaconsfield,  when  Prime  Minister  ol  m 
England,  set  this  Oitler  at  defiance,  a»i 
Lord  Salisbury  and  Lord  Kossobery  «lio 
set  it  at  defiance.  But  there  have  Iieea 
i"ecent  crises  broni^bt  before  the  Hou»ie, 
every  one  of  which,  I  think,  shows  thiil 
this  House  is  not  in  earnest  in  its  dctdn 
to  enforce  the  Order.  The  Lori 
Chancellor,  who  is,  an  wo  know,  tbtf 
head  of  the  law,  throw  his  mA 
weight  into  the  8C4*de  in  favour  oithe 
niTH'eeding  in  tjuestion  not  W'iiig  a 
broach  ul  the  law,  and  consequently  the 
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Duke  of  DevoTishire  and  the  Bishop  of 
Liverpool  may  fee!  ealle<l  u|>i:>n,  in  reply, 
to  quote  that  high  authority  in  favoiu*  of 
their  contention.  When  I  speak  of  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire  I  must  remind  the 
House  that  this  is  not  a  case,  any 
more  than  the  others  to  whom  I  have 
recently  drawn  attention^  of  an  obscure 

Eaer,  My  right  hon.  friend  the 
easier  of  the  House  hii«  imagined  me 
speriding  a  great  part  of  my  time  in 
endcjivouring  to  rake  up  cases  of  this 
sort.  I  can  assure  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that,  so  far  from  that  l>eing  the  ease, 
I  have  declined  to  hringlKifore  the  House 
numerous  cases  whieii  have  been  men- 
tioned to  me.  I  have  always  gone  on 
the  principle  that  my  right  hon.  frieTuI 
the  memljer  for  Darlforil  (Sir  W.  Hait 
Dyke)  so  pithily  put  when  he  said  that  I 
had  gone  to  the  top  of  the  tree  to  find 
the  fish.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire  cannot 
lie  stated  to  be  an  obs^'iu'e  peer 
any  more  than  the  Lord  Chancellor 
or  those  other  peers  I  have  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  this  Sessional 
Order.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire  wil!  be 
rememliered  in  the  House  of  Commons  as 
an  old  Parliamentary  hand.  He  is  not 
merely  a  leader  at  this  moment  of  one  of 
the  recognised  parties  in  the  State,  but  he 
was  for  some  years  an  acknowledged 
leader  when  the  party  tjppf»eit45  was  in 
opposition,  and  he  is  one  of  the  highest 
authorities  on  Parliamentary  procedure. 
I  must  also  point  out  that  the  noble  Duke 
has  had  some  considerable  experience  in 
the  interpretation  of  this  very  Sessional 
Order.  .   It  will   Ije   rememiiered  that  a 

(complaint  was  made  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Memlier  for  West  Mon- 
mouth, that  he  went  down  to  Derby,  the 
>  county  of  which  the  noble  Duke  was 
Lord  Lieutenant,  and  delivered  a  speech 
of  an  electioneering  character,  and  we  are 
aware  that  at  Darlington,  after  the  issue 
of  the  writs  from  the  Crown  Office  for  the 
general  election  of  1895,  a  very  able 
speech  was  delivered  liy  the  noble  Duke 
on  current  topics  which  had  been  sub 
mitted  to  the  elec*toratc,  with  the  cjindi- 
date  for  Darlington  by  his  side.  Therefore, 
sir,  I  feel  jtistified  in  siiying  that  the  case  of 
the  Duke  f>f  Devonshire  is  one  which,  if 
pasaad  over,  as  I  hope  it  will  be,  by  this 
House,  will  finally  and  indelibly 
emphasise  the  opinion  of  the  House 
that  the  right  hon.  CJentleman  the 
First  Lonl  of  the  Treasiin^^  was  correct 
when  he  said  that  this  Ortlcr  wiis  a  sham 


I 


'  and  a  fai-ce.  Sir,  I  quoted  my  right  hon. 
friend  on  a  previous  occasion,  and  1  mil 
not  do  so  again  But  I  think  it  right  to 
point  out  that  my  right  hon.  frieTid  is  not 
alone  in  his  opinion  amongst  his  col- 
leagues as  to  this  being  a  sham  and  a  farce. 
If  it  is  desired  to  enforce  this  obso- 
lete Order,  the  least  my  right  hon. 
friend  can  do  is  to  lend  his 
countenance  as  far  as  he  can  to  the 
niaintenance  of  the  Order.  But  what  did 
wo  find  the  other  thty  when  1  called 
attention  to  the  case  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor and  of  other  peers  ?  \N%  fim\ 
that  some  twenty  Members  of  the  House 
of  Commons  themselves  took  part  in  the 
pmceedings.  They  were  not  obscure  or 
young  Members.  They  were  hwuled 
by  my  hon»  friend  the  Father  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  who,  for  upwards  of 
forty  years  has  hail  experience  of  Par- 
liamentary ruling,  A  gentleman  who 
was  present  teUs  me  that  the  Lortl 
Chancellor  was  moved  into  the 
chair  by  one  of  the  oldest  Members  of 
this  House,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 

I  ralty,  and  the  proposition  was  aecondeil 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchetpien 
These  are  two  high  Parliamentary  autho- 
rities, and  certainly  old  hands.     I  found 

'  them  here  thirty-four  years  ago  when  I 

I  first  entered  the  House,  and  one  was  a 
Cabinet  Minister  very  shortly  after  that 
time.     Therefore^  sir,   I  need  not  detain 

,  the  House  further  than  by  calling  my  right 
hon.  friend's  attention  to  another  gre-iit 
authority  upon  this  subject^ — Lord  James. 
Lord  James,  another  of  the  Cabinet  col- 
leagues of  my  right  hon,  friend,  is  perhaps 
one  of  the  gre^aest  authorities  living  on 
election  law,  and  ho  took  a  very  active 
part  in  all  the  legislation  regulating 
elections  in  this  country  for  many  years. 
I  hold  in  my  hand  a  report  of  a  speech 
of  his  delivered  in  this  House,  in  which  he 
said— 

"The  resolutkm  we  pass  every  year  is  iiii 
oljrtolete  and  a  mean  inji;! ess  resolnlion,  ami  tlie 
tini«  will  come— next  SesHion,  I  ho]>e^w[ii!ii 
the  HoiiH»j  of  Coimiiotift  will  have  to  naiy 
whether  the  T>eriod  has  not  anive<l  when  we 
shoiihl  ceit^e  altopeiher  to  ijfu  thruii>;li  this  form 
of  [>ri5tewtin^  withont  fouriilati^Jti,  ninl  without 
having  the  i>o\ver  to  pve  any  eHect  to  oor 
protent*!.  The  re*«>lution  does  not  m{\\  to  the 
dif^iiLy  of  the  House  or  t^o  the  protection  of 
it«  MemljcrH." 

Now  I  have  shown  that  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire has  on  more  than  one  occjision  proved 
that  ho  takes  an  enlightened  view  of  this 
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absurd  obsolete  Order,  and  that  being  so  ;  ol)jection  to  repeating  the  same  argument* 
I  place  the  matter  now  in  the  hands  of  the  \  "^ore  than  a  certain  number  of  times. 
House.  I  have  no  desire  to  anticipate  I  have  really  nothing  to  add  to 
the  commencement  of  the  next  Session,  ;  the  reasons  which  induced  me  to  adviae 
but  if  T  am  in  a  position  to  do  so  I  shall  |  the  House  on  a  previous  occasion,  as  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  affonl  the  House  an  .  advise  it  now,  not  to  take  any  fomial 
opportunity  once  and  for  all  of  getting  rid  '  action  in  regard  to  these  niattera. 
of  this  absurd  and  meaningless  Order-  \  Whether  a  court  of  law— if  the  matter 
Meanwhile  I  shall  put  myself  in  onler  by  could  be  referred  toit— woidd  decide  tlut 
moving  a  Ilesolution.  j  the  two  letters  read  by  my  right  hon. 

I  friend  are  breaches  of  the  Standing  Order 
Motion  mmle,  and  Question  proposed—  .  q^  ,^ot  I  am  unable  to  say  ;  hut  of  one 

"Tliat  it  having'  l»een  representeil   to  this    ^j^j       j  j^^^  certain,  and  that  is,  that  the 
Houj*c  that  tlie  Duke  of  Pevonshire  and  the  ^  .  ^ 

Lonl  Hishop  of  LiveriKK)!  did  sevemllv  infrinj,'e  1  St^uidnig  Onler  is  not  without  effect,  and 
the  lilKjrties  jind  privilcK'es  of  this  blouse  hy  ir,. eat  effect.  It  conduces  to  the  alwtention 
conreniiiij^  tlieiiiselves  m   the    election    of   a  '  ^ 

nieuil)er  to  re]>reMent  the  SouthiK)rt  Division  of  of  Meml)ers  of  the  other  House  from  our 
the  county  of  Lanwishire  in  the  House  of  electoral  contests,  which  would  not  occur 
Commons,  a  Select    Committee  Ikj  aiJpomttMl     ..     ,       ,v    ,  ,    i       ▼      . 

to  inquire  into  the  alle^'ed  hrwiclies  of  "  the  Order  were  i-epcaled.  It  is  not, 
privih><re."-(3/r.  James  Lowthcr.)  therefore,  a  mere  empty  fonn.       AMiether 

it  is  desirable  to  excludethe  II(  upo  of  Lords 
Siu  WlhFJUD  LAWSON  (Cumber-  from  enteniig  into  our  electoml  affairs  is 
land,  Cockermouth) :  I  will  not  detain  the  another  matter.  I  do  not  know  whether 
House  for  more  than  a  moment,  but  I  my  right  hon.  friend  would  agree  with  me 
feel  it  my  duty  to  siiy  a  few  wonls  in  '  on  that  point — I  rather  think  he  would 
8upi)ort  of  the  proposition.  I  do  not ;  not ;  but  he  has  not  raised  it  now,  thougli 
think  that  anylKKly  can  say  that  the  he  threiitens  to  raise  it  next  Session.  It 
present  state  of  affairs  is  sfUisfactory.  In  was  raised  hist  Session,  and  the  Session 
public  or  pi'ivate  life  the  most  contemjrtible  \  Inifore  the  last,  and  the  Session  liefore 
of  all  characters  is  the  swaggerer,  and  I  .  that,  and  so  on  Iwick  into  the  indefinite 
think  it  is  a  bit  of  swagger  on  our  piirt  to  |Mist,  whenever  the  Sessional  Onler  caiqe 
affinn  a  resolution,  threatening  all  soils  of  !  up  for  discussion.  In  the  meantime  I 
piins  and  penalties,  which  we  have  not  the  '  strongly  ml  vise  the  House  not  to  take  any 
slightest  ])ower  to  carry  out.  steps   with   regard  to  these  letters,   and 

although,  jKM'haps,  it  m«iy  be  less  relevant 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUK  :  My  right  hon.  '  ^  ^^"^  ?""'»  "*  «"^«''>  ^'^«  ""^  *'»^'««  ^^ 

f.i,Mi.l,  if  perseverance  deserves  rewanl,  is  "'""''  "*^^'  '"'>'  "'"''•^  V""! .'"  *^  ^^  *° 

,  .  I          1    ♦•     1      r*      T  make  any  change  m  the  Standing  Onler 

certanilv  prodostnicd,  after,  I   sup|K)se,   a  ,.,      '    i,,                    ,            ., 

,            \  *     -    .    .,              ,          ' '           _  which  would  have  more  far-i-ciiehinir  and 

long  scrus  of  similar  s])eeches,  to  succeed  .,              ,.              ,       ,                    "^  miu 

•    1  •         1                 rpi  •     T   ^i  •  1           .1  wide-spreading  results  than  inv  nijht  hon. 

in  his  endeavour.      I  his,  I   think,   is    the  .  .      ,^..                               .       fr 

thinl  or  fourth  time  in  the  course  of   the  '  '        * 

present    Session  in  which  he  has  brought 

the    siune   matter   before   the   House   in'      Mr.  .TAMES  LOAVTHKK  :    After  the 

substantially  the   same  sjKJcch,  and  really    renewed  assurance  of  my  right  hon.  friend 

the   imiMntunate  widow   is   not  in  it  with    that  peers  can  do  what    they  like,  I  will 

my   right   hon.   friend.     I  confess  I    am  i  »«^>t  proceed  any   further  in  the   matter. 

unwilling  to  imitate  my  right   hon.  friend    (Cnes  of  "  Divide,  divi<le.'*) 

in    one    res])ect.      Doubtless    ho  has   less        ,. 

'  ,  .  (Juestion  init. 

reason  to  regret  the  necessiuy  rejjctitions 

which   these  <liscussion8  force  upon  him,        The  House  divided  :  Ayes,  86.     Nuoa, 

but  I  myself  have  i)ersonally  the  strongest  j  231.     (Division  List  No^  1G9.) 
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William  (OAteshead) 
W.  {Newc.  umlerLynie) 
Q^  Hobert  Anitrew 
jlii  Hobert 

Ih».  iMmerick,  W.) 

riii|[e,  Emerson 

V  8ir  John 

w,  John  Emniott 

>y,  (ieorge  C  T, 

y»  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 

ti,  Alfred 

^  Edward 

iB,T.nil  ifton  ( King^fiLjnn ) 

ier.  Sir  John  Torulmson 

man,  Thorn aa  Kybitrn 

I,  John 

rell,  Jam  OS 

ron » SirC  liarl  eai  Ci  lasgo  w ) 

n,  Thomas  (Siigo,  S.) 

,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  fJharlea 

L,  John 

ali»  ConingBby  Italpii 

an,  Captain  A* 

m,  p.e. 

rtorth,  tTaineH 
jnibe^  Hon*  Hnberi  V. 
^8i^  France  H.  (H^on,) 
thars^jn*  Dr.  Robert 
wa,yt  William  John&on 


AYES. 

tJoii  rley  ,SirEd  w  irdTem  perley 
Hayne.Rt.  Hon.CliarlesSeale- 
Heahm,  John  Henniker 
Hedderwit-ki  Tliorna?^  C  H. 
Hollami  Win. H.  ( York,  W.  H. ) 
Jones,  Will.  (UarnarvoiiHliire) 
Kearley.  Hudson  E. 
Kin  I  och  ,Si  r  J  oh  Hi  reorgeSmyth 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lainlmrtt  ireorge 
Langley,  Batty 
Lloyd -fieorge,  David 
Lougb,  Thomas 
Mw^Aleese.  Daniel 
MacDonnell,Dr.M,A(QVaCo) 
MavNeili,  John  Uordon  Sirift 
M'Cartan.  Michael 
M*<ihee,  Hit- hard 
M^Hugh,  E.  (Armagh, S.) 
M*Kenna,  Reginald 
M*Laren,  Charles  Uenjamin 
M on tagii ,  Hi r  K,  ( W  h it «f^l la ( »el ) 
Morton,  Edw.J.C.{  Devon  port) 
Norton,  Capt»  Cejil  ^Villianl 
NtiKttey^  Thoniaw  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F,  X.  (Cork} 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Palmer,  SirChaa.  M,(  Durham) 
Perks,  lloliert  William 
Pilkington,SirG.A.(LiinoS.W.) 


Pirie,  Dnncan  V. 
Priestley,  Briggs  0'*"*ks.) 
RolMjrtBon,  Edmund  I  Dundee) 
Scott,       Charles       Prestwich 

(Leigh) 
Smith,  vSamiiel  (Flint) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Stanho|>ep  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Stead  man,  VV  ilUam  Charles 
Steven  son*  Francis  S, 
Stracbey,  Edward 
Snllivan,  Donal  (Westtneath) 
Thomas,  A.  (Ulamorgan,  E,) 
Tally,  Jasper 
l)re»  Alexander 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Wamer.Thoraas  Courtenay  T. 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
Weir,  JameB  Galloway 
Wharlon.  Rt.  Hon  J     Lloyd 
Williams.  J.  C.  (Notts,) 
Wil»on,  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
Wilson,  .lohn  fGovan) 
Wilfton,  J.  IL  (Middlesbrough) 
Woods.  Samuel 
Yoiing^  Samuel  (Cavan.  East) 
Yoxall,  .fames  Henry 
Tellekh    for    the    Ay  1-3— 
Mr.  James  Lowther  (Kent) 
and  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawaon. 


BCD,  AugiiatusHy.Eden 

>p,  Hon.  George 

I,  Sir  W^illiaoi  Reynell 

d,  Alfreil 

dP'orster,  Hugh  0. 
,  Sir  William 

in»  Ttiomas  Gair 
«&on,  Rt.  Hun.  John 
n,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
,,  ('apt. J oscel ineFit J! Koy 
f,  James  (Walworth) 
,  John  lieorge  Alexander 
dn,  Alfred 

IT,  Rt.  Hn.  A.J.  (MnchV. 
ir,  Rt.  Hn,  <;.W.  (Leeds) 
.EuHn.A.H.S..(Hunts) 
irst,  Hon.  Allen  Benj. 
uRtHnSirM  n(BrisU>l) 
n ont,  W en  t  w orih  C .  H. 

Ferdinand  Faitlifull 
ford,  Lord  Charles 
naggree.  Sir  M,  M. 
Jnb,  Michael 
lell,  Colonel  Flenry 

Edward 
ey,  ARiert 

ick»  lU.  Hon.  SL  John 
;Beld,A.  Montagu 
,  Kt.  Hon.  James 
rd.  Sir  Harry 
Thomas 

m,  Svdn«y  Charles 
beH,'RLHn.JA(Glasg'w) 
liell.J.  H.  xM.  (Dublin) 
lieU  Banneniian,  Sir  H. 

e,  William  Walter 
idinh,  R.  F.  (N\  Lanes.) 
ff,  Sir  Charles  NN'illiain 


NOES. 

Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
ChandN3rlam,  Ri.Hn.J,  (Birni) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A,  (WorV.) 
Channing,  Francis  .Allsion 
Chanlin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
CbelHca,  \'i«count 
Coi:hrane,  Hon.  Tho^.  H.  A,  E, 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coehill,  Douglas  Harry 
Coiien,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collinp,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colville,  John 

Cook,  Fred.  Lucaa  (Lambeth) 
i  'ourt ney ,  B  t .  H  on .  1  Leonard  H , 
Cox,  Irw^n  Edward  li(Harrow) 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cursion,  Viscoimt 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Da  vies,  M.  \.-  (Carfligan) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickaun-Poynder.  Sir  John  P. 
Dig  by,  John  K.  J>.  Wingfield- 
DoHngton,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doagl&s^  Rt.  Hon,  A.  Akere^- 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Douglas -Pennant,  Hon.  H  S. 
Dragc,  Geoffrey 
Drucker,  A. 

Elliot,  Hon.  A.  R.  Douglas 
EngleJew,  Chrirles  John 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  (ieorge 
Fe Howes.  Hon.  Ailwyn  E. 
Fergu>ion.  R.  C.  Mtmn*  (Leith) 
Fergus^ion,  B  t-  H  n  Sir  J .  ( M tr. ) 
Fiehl,  Admiral  (E^tstliouTOe) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Kinlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannfttyne 
Fisher,  William  Hay«« 


Fison,  Frederick  WiBiara 
Fitzmaurit'e,  Lord  Eilmond 
FlannerVt  Sir  FortCHcue 
Foster,  <'olonel  (Lancaster) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon,  Sir  Henry 
Fry,  Lewis 
Ge*ige,  Sydney 
Gilliat,  John  Saundem 
Goddardj  Daniel  Ford 
(;old,  Cliarles 

i  ioIdswortJjy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  l^dward 
(worst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  El  don 
(loaehen,  George  J.  (Suanex) 
Graham,  Henry  Roliert 
Green ,  Wal  f o nl  D .  ( Weil n' b'y ) 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Gurdon,SirWilliain  Brampton 
Halaey,  Thomas  Fre^lerict 
Hamilton, Rt.Hm Lord  George 
Han  bury, Rt'  Hon,  Robert  VYm. 
Hardy»  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Hat«b,  Ernest  Fretlerick  Geo, 
H elder,  AnguiJitus 
Mill,  Arthur  (Down,  W'est) 
Hill,SirEdwardStm'k  (Bristol) 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (Hampetead) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
HornimaUt  Frederick  John 
Houldswortb,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Houston,  R.  P. 
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MESSAGE    FROM    HER    MAJESTY    TO 

THE    HOUSE    OF  LORDS,   DELIVERED 

BY    THE    LORD    CHANCELLOR, 

Mb.  J.  O.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  I 
wish  to  tlirect  the  attention  of  the  House 
at  the  fiif^t  available  moment  to  what  I 
conceive  to  be  a  gross  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  this  House,  and  to  put  my- 
self  in  oriier  I  will  rea«l  the  resolution 
which  I  intend  to  sulmiit  to  the  Hoiwe. 
I  shall  not  det-iin  the  House  five  minutes, 
and  then  we  shall  hear  what  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  haa  to  aay,  and  I 
wish  him  a  happy  deliverance.  The 
resolution  is  this  :— 

**That  the  action  of  the  Lonl  Cluvncellor  in 

Jiresenitn^  to  the  HoitBO  of  Lordn  a  met4s»ij^t* 
roiu  Hor  xMajtiH^ty  reffommemlin^  that  ^*he 
should  be  eiiahled  to  grant  to  l^ord  Kitchener 
a  sum  of  £Ii^VHJ^J  Ih  a  ile|jarture  froTo  aDcient 
conHtitiiLioiial  j>rece<lent ;  is  contrary  to  the 
ii}Mi"'e  of  Farlianient ;  nnd  is  a  groisH  hR\ach  of 
the  orivilei^e  of  thin  House,  inasimich  as  the 
message  attriliutes  to  the  Hou.^e  of  I^nis  the 
nower  of  initiating  money  grftnts,  which  alone 
apperttiina  to  the  Houfto  of  Connnona,  instead 
at  eoncurring  in  these  granta." 


iniw 


That  is  absokitely  flagrant.  The 
authority  that  I  would  like  to  qui 
the  House  is  Sir  FCrskine  May,  and 
only  quote  two  sentencea.  He  says,  **Tbi 
reaponsiliility  discharged  by  the  House  d 
Lords  in  the  granting  of  supplies  for  the 
service  of  the  time  is  concurrence,  *nd 
not  initiation/'  I  necfl  not  remind  thd 
House  that^  though  this  is  the  Qiicen'l 
message,  it  is  in  reality  a  messfige  fol 
which  the  Ministers  are  reapoiistWe.  Thf 
raessjige  to  the  Hou.se  of  Lords  in  tltii 
case  is  identical  in  words  to  timt  reoeinsd 
by  this  House^its  if  there  were  a  conetirrenl 
and  co-ordinate  jurisdiction,  which  thert 
is  not.  We  are  tolfl  that  this  m<\«is,^igc  if 
identical  with  the  message  whieh  came  to 
the  House  in  reference  to  Sir  Garnet 
Wolseley  in  1874  ;  but  in  th*it  c;iHe  there 
was  ii  message  conveyed  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  as  in  Kitchener's  case,  with  this 
difference— Her  Majesty,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  eminent  services  of  Major 
General  Sir  Garnet  Wobelcy  in  conducting 
the  Ashantee  canipii^Ti»  and  de-siring  to 
confer  some  aignul  mark  of  her  favour, 
"  rocommendfl  to  the  House  of  Lords  td 
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concur  "  with  the  House  of  Coramons  in 
enabling  Her  Majesty  to  grant  to  Sir 
Ganiet  Wolseley  £30,000.  Those  were 
also  the  terms  that  wore  adopted  in  1841 
and  in  1857^  when  in  similar  cases  the 
House  of  Lords  Wiis  asked  to  concur.  We 
have  the  words  of  Mr.  Speaker  Onslow^ 
who  said  Mimstera  hmX  always  sent  these 
moBSOges  to  both  Houses,  but  the  distinc- 
tion of  the  wording  was  that  the  initia- 
tion in  making  the  grant  of  money  is  to 
lye  only  with  the  Commons,  as  is  done  in 
the  Speech  from  the  Throne.  I  put  this 
matter  before  the  House  as  a  matter  for 
its  observation,  and  I  think  it  is  a  gross 
breach  of  privilege.  With  these  wor(.ls  I 
beg  to  move  the  Resolution  and  bring  it 
up  to  the  chair. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  action  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  in 
presenting  bo  the  House  of  Lortla  a  Message 
rroiii  Her  Maieaty,  recommend ing^  that  she 
»honkt  be  enabled  to  grant  io  Loni  Kitchener 
a  sum  of  £3O,O0Ci,  b  a  de[iartiire  from  ancient 
conatitutionat  precedents,  contrary  tfi  the 
usage  of  Parliament,  ftnd  a  grc«a  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  this  House,  inasmuch  as  the  Mes- 
aa^  attribute**  Ui  the  House  of  Lords  a  j>ower  of 
imtiating  money  grants  which  alone  appertains 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  instead  of  ©onctirring 
in  those  grants."— (J/r,  SiH/t  Ma^NeiiL) 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton  )  :  I 
think  my  hon.  friend  is  amply  justified  in 
the  course  he  ha^^  tJiken  in  bringing  this 
matter  before  the  House.  A  difference 
in  the  form  of  words  nuiy  be  a  matter  of 
serious  importance,  and  it  certainly  does 
seem  to  me  that  the  differenee  between  a 
direct  invitation  to  the  House  of  Lords 
to  enable  the  Queen  to  tarry  out  a  grant 
of  a  certain  sum  of  money,  and  a  message 
to  the  House  of  Lords  to  concur  with 
this  House  in  so  doing,  ia  a  very  grAve 
difference  indeed »  and  one  which  amply 
justices  my  hon*  friend  in  moving  his 
resolution.  The  proper  course  for  the 
Government  in  this  matter  would  cle^irly 
have  l>een  m  proceed  by  a  Resolution, 
base  a  Bill  upon  the  Fiesolution,  and  send 
the  Biil  to  the  House  of  Lonls,  At  any 
rate  there  is  a  vast  and  vital  difference 
between  the  resolution  in  1874  and  the 
present  one.  I  beg  to  second  the  Resolu- 
tion. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :  T  am  in  very  great 
doubt  whether  1  sh<mld  allow  this  matter 
to  be  brought  before  the  House  as  a  ques- 
tion  of  privilege  at  all.  My  reason  for 
being  in  doubt  is  that  it  is  in  any  c-ase 
necessary  that  the  House  of  Lonls  should 
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take  some  action  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling the  grant  to  be  made.  The  Queen 
by  her  Message  asks  the  House  of  Lords 
to  enable  her  to  make  such  a  gi'ant 
What  the  hon.  Member  is  now  doing  is 
to  ask  the  House  to  assume  that  the 
message  is  to  be  interpreted  as  tisking  the 
House  of  Lords  to  act  in  a  way  in  which 
the}^  are  not  entitled  to  act,  and  contrary 
to  the  pri\ilege  of  this  House,  although 
the  language  is  consistent  with  a  request 
to  that  House  to  act  only  in  a  constitu- 
tional way.  I  am,  however,  very  anxious 
not  to  take  upon  myself  the  responsibility 
of  a  decision  where  there  h  any  ground 
for  suggesting  that  the  matter  may  be 
one  involving  a  question  of  privilege  for 
the  judgment  of  the  House.  The  only 
point  is  whether  the  word  **  concur,' 
which  eould  be  re^ul  into  the  message  by 
implication,  ought  to  have  been  expressly 
used.  I  may  point  out  on  the  ques* 
tion  of  precedent  that  in  1883,  when 
motions  were  rwule  for  grants  by  way  of 
pensions  to  Lord  Alcester  and  Lord 
Wolseloy,  two  resolutions  were  submitted 
to  the  House  of  Lords,  in  one  of  which 
the  word  **  concur  "  was  used,  and  in  the 
other  left  out,  and  the  same  words  were 
used  in  the  latter  Resolution  as  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion. 

Mr.    A.  J.  BALFOUR:    I    was    not 

aware  that  the  hon.  Member  was  going  to 
raise  this  point.  I  understand  that  he 
makes  two  allegations — one  that  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Lord  Chancellor 
anil  piTsumably  Ijy  the  House  of  Lorxls  is 
contrary  to  the  precedents  and  pnictieo 
of  Parliament ;  and  the  other  that  it  is  a 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  Plouse. 
Sir,  I  challenge  l>oth  those  statements. 
Take  the  second  point  first.  Mr.  Speaker 
has  already  pointed  out  that  the  conciu'- 
rence  of  the  House  of  Lords  and  the 
action  of  the  House  of  Lonis  is  absohitoly 
Tiecessary  to  enable  this  grant  to  be  given. 
It  is  a  pnre  assumption  on  the  pirt  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  which  he  does  not  himself 
seriously  hold — ^an  assumption  which  none 
of  us  hold,  arid  an  assumption  which  not 
a  single  person  in  this  House  lielieves  to 
he  trtie — that  the  House  of  Lords,  in  the 
ca^e  of  the  grant  to  Loni  Kitchener, 
are  going  to  violate  those  ancient  consti- 
tutional usages  which  are  divided  between 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  in  different 
measures,  the  resjjonsibility  arising  from 
the  piissing  of  the  Finance  Acts.  So  much 
for  the  point  of  substance.     On  the  point 
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of  fonn^  it  is  only  necessary  that  1  should 
repeat  to  the  House  what  has  already 
been  indicated  by  Mr.  Speaker — namely, 
tbat  HO  high  a  constitutional  authority  as 
Mr,  GJadstone,  a  statesman  who  was 
never  aupposed  to  be  oblivious  of  the  cons- 
titutional privileges  of  the  House  of  which 
he  was  so  long  a  distinguished  ornament. 
In  the  time  of  Mr.  Gladstone  the  follow- 
ing resolution  was  brought  down  to  the 
House,  and  was  read  to  the  House  by  the 
Loader  of  the  House,  in  that  case  Lord 
Granville.     The  message  was  : — 

"Victoria  R. 

"Her  Majesty,  taking  into  cotisidemtion  the 
important  services  rendered  Ity  Uamet  Joseph 
Lord  Wcdneley^  generjiJ  in  *  H«r  Mnjesty's 
Army,  in  the  coiu^e  of  tlie  recent  expedition 
to  Ejn^'pt,  iind  lieiDg  de«iroiw  to  confer  some 
sij^alitiark  of  her  favour  for  those  distin- 
fiUifthed  senices,  ret^iniTnends  the  flouse  of 
Lords  to  eiuihle  Her  Majesty  to  make  provl* 
sion  to  Becure  for  tlie  Haid  Garnet  JoBeph  Lord 
Wolseley  and  liii*  next  yur\iving  male  heir  the 
sum  of  i:2,000  i»er  anmim." 

On  the  constitutional  point  the  words  I 
have  read  out  are  precisely  on  all  fours 
with  the  gr-aeious  message  whieh  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  on  Friday  last,  read  out  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  Wheroas  it  m  clear  th:it 
there,  is  on  the  one  hand,  no  substantial 
inv7ision  of  our  |>rivileges  intended  liy 
the  House  of  Lonls,  so  it  is  e<|uaHy  plain, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  what  they  have 
done  is  in  no  sense  contrary  to  tmdition, 
or  precedent,  or  the  usage  of  Parliament. 
I  hope,  under  these  ci  renin  stances,  the 
hon*  Gentleman  will  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  press  his  motion  to  a  Division,  and 
that  he  will  permit  the  House  to  proceed 
to  the  discussion  which  it  is  anxiously 
waiting  for. 

Sir  R  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs):  I  think  we  are  in^ 
debtee!  to  my  hon,  frieud  for  hriugingthis 
matter  forward  (Ministerial  ciics  of  ''  Oh, 
oh  !  "and  laughter).  Although  some  hun. 
Members  oppfisite  appear  to  differ  from  me 
on  this  point,  I  am  sure  the  Lemler  of  the 
House  does  not  difler  from  me.  I  am 
sure  we  are  indebted  to  my  hon.  fnend 
for  havijig  twued  his  watchful  eye  upon 
the  minutiflB  of  the  proceedings  in 
another  p!ace.  I  conceive  that  the 
main  |x»int  which  be  had  in  view 
has  Ix^en  substantially  gained  Ijy  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of 
the  House  having  formally  diselaimeii 
the  slightest    intention  to    depart    from 


I  former  precedents  and  usage  in  tbia 
matter.  It  is  unfortunate,  from  the  point 
of  view  of  those  of  us  who  take  a  rigid 
view  of  the  relations  between  the  two 
Houses  in  this  matter,  that  there  is  a  pav 
cedent  containing  the  very  words  which 
are  now  complained  of,  because  otbcrwida 
we  might  have  had  some  Jinstification  H 
discerning  an  insidious  atttjnipt  on  th« 
part  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppoeiti 
to  exalt  the  other  House  of  Parliament  at 
the  expense  of  this.  But  after  the  asaur- 
ance  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
after  his  being  able  to  iidduce  a  precedent 
coming  from  an  unimpeachable  source  for 
the  words  which  arc  now  being  used,  I 
trust  my  hon.  friend  will  l»e  conter^t  with 
the  substantial  \'ictory  he  has  gained,  and 
not  put  the  Houee  to  any  further  trouble, 

Mb.  DILLON  :  I  rose  for  the  purpoie 

of  stating  that,  while  asking  my  hoiL 
friend  not  to  put  the  House  to 
the  trouble  of  a  Division,  I  do  not 
accept  the  First  LorI  of  the  Treasiuy's 
statement  that  there  is  a  precedent 
for  what  is  now  i>eing  done.  If  I  am 
rightly  infoi-med,  the  precedent  he  alluded 
to  was  on  an  occasion  when  the  Message  M 
was  made  the  foundation  of  a  BiD,  and  if  f 
that  be  true  it  is  no  precedent  whatever. 
Many  years  ago,  in  the  days  of  Mr. 
Speaker  Onslow,  in  order  to  settle  thtaae 
disputes,  it  was  agreed  and  clearly  s^ 
forth  that  the  two  Houses  shoidd  enact  oo 
the  same  day,  but  that  the  Message  in 
each  House  should  be  in  different  te 
and  it  was  on  that  speeitio  understandiiig 
that  the  two  Houaes  came  to  an  agred* 
merit.  And  now  the  right  hon*  Gentle- 
man seeks  to  establish  a  pro[K>aition  that 
it  is  in  accordance  with  precedent  that 
what  has  been  clearly  set  forth  is  to  ba 
deptarted  from,  and  that  the  two  Mossagoe 
to  the  two  Houses  are  to  l»e  in  identioal 
words*  1  hold  that  this  procedure  is  not 
in  accordance  with  precedent  Tlud  le  n 
distinct  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this 
House,  and  it  is  only  beeaiiso  I  knovT 
that  the  House  desires  to  go  on  with  the 
actual  question  l>efore  it  that  1  ni^e  my 
hou.  frieud  not  to  press  his  motion  to  a 
Division. 
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Mr.    J,     G.     SWIFT     M  L  : 

Having  regard  to  the  ciivumni  ,  the 

case,    I    will   withilraw   my   motion,  Htxi 
accept  the  moral  triumph. 

Mf>(mnt  l*y  leave,  withdrawn. 
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MESSAGE  FKOM  THE  LORDS. 
Tliat    they    have    agreed     to — Parish 
Councillcirs  (Tenure  of  Offite)  Bill  with 
ail  A  m  em  I  men  t. 

I  Amendnients  to  Coalville  Urban  Dig- 
r     trict  Gas  Bill  [Lordal,  Glastonbury  Water 

Bill   [Lords],  Queens  Ferry  Bridge  Bill 

[Lor^fs],  withotit  Aniendnient.  That 
I  they  have  ixussed  a  Bill  intituled  '*  JiJi  Act 
ft  for  supplying  with  gas  the  parish  of  Col>* 
m    bam,    iu    the    county    of     Surrey,    and 

afljacent    placas."      [Cohham     Gaa     Bill 

[Lonls], 

.  Also,  a  Bill,  intituled  ''  An  Act  to 
authorise  the  sale  of  the  church  of  All 
Sainta',  Tyndall  Street,  in  the  county 
borough  of  Cartlitf,  with  the  site  thei'eof, 
and  the  application  of  the  proceeds  of 
sale  to  the  provision  of  a  new  church  ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  [^Vll  Saints* 
Church  (Cardiff)  Bill  [Lords]. 


I 


I 
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Also,  a  Bill,  intituWl,  "  An  Act  to 
empower  the  Weston-super-Mare,  CI  eve- 
don,  and  Portishead  Tramways  Company 
to  constmct  light  railways  in  the  county 
of  Somerset ;  and  for  ut!ter  purposes. '^ 
rWeston-auper-Mare,  €'lcve<lon,  and  Portis- 
oead  Tramways  Company  (I^ight  Railway 
Extensions)  Bill  [Lonls]. 

iVlso,  a  Bill,  intituled,  **An  Act  to 
confer  furthei*  powers  on  the  Corporation 
of  Wliitehaven  with  respect  to  their 
water  and  electric  lighting  undertakings, 
to  extend  the  borough  of  Whitehaven,  to 
consolidate  the  mtes  of  the  borough  and 
simplify  the  collection  thereof  ;  and  for 
other  purposes."  [Whitehaven  Corptjra- 
tion  Bill  [Lonls]. 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "An  Act  to 
empower  the  Birmingham,  North  War- 
wickshire, and  8tratford'Upf>n-Avon  Rjiil- 
way  Comijarjy  to  make  new  railways  in 
the  counties  of  Worcester  and  Warwick  ; 
and  for  ftther  purposes."  [Birmingham, 
Noi-th  Warwickshire,  and  Stratford-upon- 
Avon  Railway  BOl  [Lords]. 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  '*  An  Act  for  the 
abolition  of  the  perpetual  curacy  of  the 
oonBccrattd  chapel,  called  *Grosvenor 
Chapel/  in  the  Parish  of  Saint  George, 
Hanover  Square,  in  the  county  and 
dio<3eee  of  London,  and  for  vesting  the 
said  chapel  in  the  rector  of  the  said 
parish ;  and  for  other  purpouee."  [Groe- 
tBnoF  Chapel  (Loudon)  Bill  [Lords]. 


Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  em- 
power the  Urban  District  Council  for  the 
district  of  Moss  Side  to  work  any  tram- 
way for  the  time  being  belonging  to  or 
leased  by  them  ;  and  for  other  purposes/' 
[Moss  Side  Urban  District  Council  (Tram- 
ways) Bill  [Lords]. 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  **  An  Act  to  em- 
power the  Urban  District  Council  for  the 
district  of  Stretford  U}  work  any  tram- 
way for  the  time  being  belonging  t^)  or 
leased  by  them  ;  and  for  other  purposes." 
[Stretford  Urban  District  Ck^uncil  (Tram- 
ways) Bill  [Lords]. 

And,  alsOj  a  Bill,  intituled,  **  An  Act  to 
empower  the  Urlmn  District  Council  for 
the  district  of  Withington  to  work  any 
tramway  for  the  time  being  belonging  to 
or  leased  by  them  ;  and  for  other  pur- 
purposes.'*  [Withington  Urbfin  District 
Council  (Tramways)  Bill  [Lords]. 

COBHAM  GAB  BILL  [Lorda]. 

ALL    SAINTS*    CHURCH    (CARDIFF) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

WESTON  -  SUPER  -  MARE,  CLEVEDON, 
AND  PORTISHEAD  TRAMWAYS 
CUMFANV  (LKillT  RAILWAY  EX- 
TENSIONS)  BILL  [Lurda], 

WHITEHAVEN    CORPORATION   BILL 
[Lords]. 

BIRMINGHAM,      NORTH      WARWICK- 

SHIKE,     AND     STRATFORD  U PON- 
AVON  RAILWAY  BILL  [LordB]. 

GROSVENOR  CHAPEL  (LONDON)  BILL 

[Lords]. 

MOSS  SIDE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
(TRAMWAYS)  BILL  [I^rds]. 

HTRETEORD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUN- 
CIL (T1L\MWAYS)  BILL  [Lorda J. 

WITHINGTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUN- 
CIL (TRAMAVAYS)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 

JONES'  DIVORCE  BILL  [Lords]. 

Ordered, — That  a  Message  be  sent  to 
the  Loixja,  to  request  that  their  Lordships 
will  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  this 
House,  Copies  of  the  Minutes  of  Evidence 
and  Proceedings,  tcjgether  with  the  Docu- 
ments dept^sited,  in  the  ease  of  Jones* 
Divorce  Bill  [Lords] ;  and  that  the  Clerk 
do  carry  the  said  Message. 

Ordered, — That  it  be  an  Instruction  to 
the  Select  Committee  on  Divorce  Billa, 
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that  they  do  hear  Conned  anrl  rxnniine 
Witnesses  for  Jones'  Divorce  Bill  [Lords], 
and  also  that  they  do  hear  Counsel  and 
examine  Witnesses  agjiinst  the  Bill,  if  the 
Parties  concerned  think  fit  to  be  heard  by 
Counsel  and  produce  Witnesses. — {Mr. 
Attorney  General.) 

SUPPLY, 

(Message  from  Her  Majesty  [Grant  to 
Loitl  Kitehener]), — considered  in  Com- 
mittee : — 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Queen's  Message  [2nd  June]  read. 

The  first  LOKD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr,  a,  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  Mr,  Lowther,  in  the  earlier  hours 
of  last  Septeniiier  the  w  hole  country  was 
in  a  mtj^l  of  anxious,  if  hopeful,  ex- 
pectation. It  was  known  that  the  !ong 
drama  of  the  Soudan,  extending  for  sixteen 
years,  was  visibly  ^ntj  surely  drawing  to 
a  close.  That  drama  is  one  on  which  we 
cannot  look  back  with  unmingled  satis- 
faction. It  has  been  marked  by  some 
great  disasters,  by  some  barren  successes, 
but  I)y  one  tragic  event  which  has  stamped 
itself  indelibly  in  the  hearts  and  memories 
of  the  people  of  these  islands  ;  and  the 
questioru  Sir,  connected  with  this  great 
drama  was  of  what  character  would  be  the 
final  catastrophe.  We  knew  that  the 
enemy  whom  we  haxl  to  meet  was  far 
superior  to  us  in  numbers ;  that  in  point 
of  courage  and  daring  they  wore  not  in- 
ferior to  any  fighting  troops  that  the 
world  has  ever  seen  ;  that  they  fought 
with  the  great  advantages  accming  to  the 
fact  that  they  were  in  their  own  country, 
and  that  \ve  were  divided  from  our  mili- 
tai'y  biise  by  many  miles  of  country  and 
gre*4t  difficulties.  The  <|uestion,  there- 
fore, which  we  asked  ourselves,  not  with- 
out some  pardonal>le  anxiety,  was  whether 
the  superior  aiims,  superior  organis^ition^ 
and  tne  stiperior  strategy  of  our 
ow\\  forces  enabled  us  to  bring  this 
long  controversy  to  a  final  and 
triumphant  issue.  Sir,  the  fact  that 
the  midnhvy  sun  on  the  2nd  of  Septemljer 
saw  finally  and  for  ever  the  p:>wcr  of 
Mabdism  crashed  wjis  tine,  aliove  all 
others,  to  the  genius  of  the  man  whom  we 
desire  to-day  to  honoui'  and  rewaitL 
Mr.  Lowther,  I  hope  that  no  hon. 
Gentleman  will  this  afternoon  allow  the 
course  which  he  propcjses  to  take  upon 
this  Vote  to  be  warped  or  modified  by 


any  view  which  he  may  entertain  upon 
the  f|Uestion  of  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  advancing  from  Wady  H^dfa  to 
Khartoum^     On  that  policy  sharp  differ- 
ences have  divided  us  in  the  pasu     Thote 
difTerences  are  not  yet  healed,   and  I  do 
not  anticipate  that  the  division   of  judg- 
ment which  has  shown  itself  in  the  course 
of  many  sharp  delmtea  can  l>e  expected  to 
die  out  until  history   gives    some    final 
verrlict  Ufjon  the  policy  M^hich    we  hava 
thought  it  right  to  pursue.     No  man,  Sir^ 
by  the  ^Tjte  he  gives  to-night,  will  in  aoy 
way  prejudice  the  Wews  which   he  ma/ 
take  upon  these  broad  questions  of  policy, 
and  I  venture  respectfully  to  submit  to 
the  Committee  that  not  only  would  the 
discussion   of    questions    of    controveny 
such  as  these  to  which  I  have  referr^d^  if 
permitted,  interfere  with  our  unanimity 
on    the    present    occasion    and     deprive 
our  action   of  something  of    its    gnet, 
hut     I     would    submit     also      that    it 
is    on    the     worst    possible     precedent 
and    example    so    far    lis    the    relatioDi 
between   the  ci\il  and    miliUiry    powers 
are   concerned,     Sir»    those    who    wouki 
withhold   fn>m  a  successful   general    his 
merited   rewarrl,  not   on    the  groxmd  d 
military  incompetence   or  incapacity,  but 
on  the  ground  that  he  was  carrying  out  a 
policy  of  which  they  disapprove,  are,  in 
effect,  siipng  to  him,   and  tothegalknt 
soldiers  who  supported  him,  "  You  have  en- 
dured hardships ;  you  have  faced  death ; 
you  have  gone   on   an   expedition  when) 
defeat  meant  instantaneous  destniction  or 
slavery,  of  which  instantamKJus  destnic- 
tion would  have  l^een  by  far  a  more  happy 
lot.  All  this  you  have  done  ;  you  have  done 
it  with    courage,  competence,  aud  pera^- 
verance,  and  you  have  done  it  to  the  liest 
of  your  alnlity  ;  we  are  proud  of  the  skill 
which  you  have  shown,  but  you  have  done 
it  in  a  cause  of  which  we  disapprove,  and, 
l>ecause   we    disapprove  of  it,  therefore 
we    withhold     from     you     the     rewant 
which    on    other     grounds     you     have 
so     honourably     and     justly      eamod." 
An    argument    like    that    requires     our 
soldiers  to  mix  themselves  up  with  ques- 
tions of  policy.     It  compels  them  to  con- 
sider not  merely  whether  they  are  to  obey 
orders,  but  what  the  orders  are  which  they 
are  roqiured  to  obey  ;  and  though  we  live  in 
a  country  so  happily  circumstanced  and 
with  constitutionid  traditions  bo  deeply 
iMised  that  we  can  hanlly  conceive  even 
the    interference    on    the    part    of    the 
militar}'  power  with  the  authority  of  the 
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cHtI  power,  yet  if  such 
possible  the  course  I  am 
iijM-jTi  would  be  the  very  course  to  bring 
it  about.  For  ti  countr)^  in  which  the 
Army  seriously  concerns  itself  in  ques- 
tions of  policy  is  a  country  on  the  verge 
of  a  military  despotism.  If,  therefore,  as 
I  conceive,  the  one  question  before  the 
Committee  on  the  present  occajsion  is  a 
question  of  military  merit,  then  I  venture 
to  say  that  on  this  question  the  country 
has  long  miule  up  its  mind,  and  mouths 
ago  has  given  an  authoritative  decision. 
My  mind  g<:>es  I  jack  to  the  great 
liauquet  held  in  the  Mansion  House, 
I  think  in  the  early  days  of  Novem- 
ber,  at  which  Lord  Salisbury,  LonI 
Booebery  and  the  right  hoju  Gentleman 
the  member  for  Monmouthshire  all  vied 
with  each  other  in  giving  praise,  lavish 

E raise,  but  not  excessive  praise,  to  the 
ero  of  Omdurman.  Exploits  which  are 
praised  alike  by  Lord  Sahsljury,  Lord 
Boeebery  and  the  right  hou.  (Tentieman 
the  Member  for  Monmouthshire  are 
exploits  w^hich  seem  to  me  to  have  no 
critics  in  any  quarter  of  this  House,  and 
in  no  section  of  the  country.  I  know  not 
where  objection  is  to  come  from  if  these 
three  gentlemen  are  agreed.  But,  sir,  has 
the  lapse  of  time  and  the  calmer  criticism 
which  is  l>orn  of  that  lapse  of  time,  made 
any  modification  of  our  \iews  on  this 
subject?  I  trow  not.  I  think  it  h^is 
strengthened  rather  than  diminished  the 
estimate  which  all  competent  critics  have 
formed  of  the  great  series  of  operatioTis 
which  had  their  cuinn  nation  on  the  2nd 
September,  to  which  I  have  referred.  I 
do  not  projx^se  to  make  any  comparison 
between  the  exploits  of  LonJ  Kitchener 
and  his  army  and  the  exploits  which  have 
adorned  the  annals  of  this  country  in 
times  past.  Such  comparisons  may  Iw 
misle^ing ;  they  are  almost  certain  to  be 
barren.  It  would  hjc  snfiicient  if  we  con- 
centrate our  attention  to-«lay  upon  the 
difficulties  M^hich  Lord  Kitchener  had  to 
fiice,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  sur- 
mounted them.  Now,  what  was  the 
problem  with  which  Lr>rd  Kitchener  had 
to  deal  'I  He  had  to  deal  with  an  enemy 
posted  in  a  country  nearly  1,400  miles 
from  his  base  at  Cairo — a  distance  com* 
parable  to  that  which  scimrates  Paris 
from  St,  Petersburg.  He  had  to  deal 
with  this  enemy  posted  in  their  own 
country,  knowing,  as  I  have  said,  that 
they  were  superior,  and  must  he  superior 
in  numbers  to  any  force  that  he  could 
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bring  against  thom.  He  was  in  a 
country  absolutely  batTcn  of  all  supplies 
of  any  sort  or  kind  or  description  on 
which  an  army  can  subsist,  except  only 
water,  and  then  only  so  long  as  the  army 
kept  within  near  reach  of  the  Nile.  The 
forces  with  which  he  had  to  carry  out 
this  stupendous  military  operation  w^ero 
in  part  com|>o8ed  of  the  Eg}'ptian  army, 
which  h?Ml  only  fifteen  j^ears  l>efore 
practically  given  themselves  up  without  a 
Mow  to  bo  massacred  by  the  enemy 
against  which  LoitI  Kitchener  was  lead- 
ing them.  So  great  was  the  prestige  of 
the  Dervish  force,  ao  great  their  iicknow- 
ledged  superiority  in  war,  that  pnictically 
as  soon  as  the  forces  of  Egypt  under 
Hicks  Pasha  met  the  forces  of  the 
Khiilifa,  practically  there  w<as  no  battle,  l>nt 
only  a  drt^adful  and  terrible  massacre. 
That,  Sir,  wiis  the  pi'oblcm  that  Loi\l 
Kitchener  had  to  solve  ;  that  was  the 
problem  which,  in  fact,  he  did  solve  \vith 
a  less  expenditure  of  men  and  a  loss  ex- 
penditure of  money  than,  I  venture  to 
say,  has  ever  l>een  made  on  any  similar 
occasion  in  the  history  of  military  opera- 
tions of  this,  or  perhaps  any  other 
civilised  community.  Other  generals — and 
these  are  the  greatest  whose  exploits 
history  has  recoixlcd — have  done  their 
great  deeds  wnth  an  army  which  was  ready 
to  their  hands.  J^onl  Kitchener  had  in 
pirt  to  create  the  army  with  %vhich  he 
work  I'd,  for  he  was  one  of  those  eminent 
organisers  who  from  the  very  beginning 
matle  the  P'gyptian  Array  w^hat  it  is  to- 
day from  what  it  was  in  the  timii  of 
Hicks  Pasha.  And,  again,  other  generals 
have  shown  perhap  their  gicatest  skill  in 
using  to  the  best  i^rlvantage  their  lines  of 
communication,  for  the  propter  use  of 
lines  of  communication  is,  I  suppose,  part 
of  the  art  of  war ;  !>ut  Lortl  Kitchener  not 
only  had  to  use  to  the  heat  a*  1  vantage 
his  hmg  line  of  communication,  he  had  in 
great  jmrt  to  create  it.  And  as  he  was  in 
part  the  creator  of  the  army,  so  he  was  in 
large  measure  the  creator  of  that  railway 
wit^hout  which  the  Soudan  could  either 
not  have  been  reconquered  at  all,  or  Cf»uld 
not  have  been  reconquered  without  an 
expenditure  of  blotxl  and  treasure  which 
it  is  terrible  even  to  contemplate.  We 
must  not  contemplate  the  services  of  Lord 
Kitchener  merely  as  the  victor  at  Atkira, 
the  victor  at  Omdui*man,  as  the  successful 
general  in  a  few  great  combats,  as  the 
brilliant  Icmler  of  a  brief  military  expe- 
dition.     No,  Sir,     There  is    a    famous 
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phrase  used  of  a  great  Frenchman^  that  i 
he  was  the  **  organiser  of  victory  /'  Lord 
Kitchener  combined  in  his  own  person  ' 
that  organisation  of  victory  of  which  I  ' 
speak,  and  also  carried  out  all  those 
military  operations  by  which  victory 
was  ultimately  secured.  He  organised 
the  victories,  he  won  them ;  and 
of  those  two  great  feats  I  venture  to 
think  that  the  organisation  was  perhaps 
the  greater.  Whoso  woukl  realise  w^hat 
it  is  that  Lord  Kitchener  has  done  for  the 
Soudan,  for  Egypt,  and  for  England,  should 
not  think  of  him  merely^  or  chiefly,  Jis  he 
wiis  before  the  fortified  lines  at  Atliara  or 
in  the  open  plain  near  Oradurraaii.  They 
should  think  of  him  through  those  long 
months  and  years  of  patient,  aixiiioits, 
anxious  prepai'ation.  They  should  think 
of  him  as  the  man  w^hose  foresight  never 
was  at  fault,  w  ho  never  turned  his  eye 
from  the  objective  which  he  had  in  view, 
who  immersed  himself  with  an  unwearied 
and  almost  superhuman  industiy  in  every 
detail  which  could  secure  the  final 
triumph,  who  never,  even  amid  the  utmost 
complexity  of  detail,  allowti^i  himself  to 
lose  sight  of  the  final  object  towards  w^hich 
every  measure  wiis  intended  to  converge. 
He  had  the  art  of  extracting  from  every 
shilling  of  public  money  every  halfpenny 
it  was  w^orth,  and  of  extracting  from  every 
one  of  the  distinguished  men  under  his 
command  all  that  they  w-ero  capable  of 
doing.  Sir,  that  requires  something  more 
than  untiring  industry.  It  requires  a 
genius  for  managing  men,  and  for 
inspiring  them  with  confidence—a  genius 
without  which,  I  venture  to  think,  all  the 
art  of  w^ar  to  be  learned  frt>m  l*ooks  is 
80  much  waste  paper.  Lord  Kitchener 
showed,  in  addition  to  these  gr'cat 
qualities,  a  reticent  caution  which  never 
for  a  moment  jK^Tnittcd  him  to  precipitate 
the  iiction  at  the  appiopriatti  moment, 
and  the  deei.sive  courage  which 
never  allcnved  that  moment  to  pass 
unfruitfiilly  used.  That,  Sir,  I  venture 
to  think,  in  dealing  with  such  an  enemy, 
and  in  such  a  country,  consstitiites  the 
highest  qu;ilities  of  a  soldier  which  could 
vefy  well  l>e  defiianded  froni  auy  general 
on  whom  we  Ix^^iow  uur  c<>r\  fide  nee.  Sir, 
it  is  true,  of  course,  that  alone  and  iin* 
aided,  by  hia  single  merit  antl  liy  his  own 
right  arm,  thane  great  triumphs  for  Egypt^ 
for  England,  and  for  ci\11isatinn  could  not 
have  Wen  won.  It  is  true  that  the  sUtes- 
manship  of  Lord  Cromer,  the  brilliant 
administrative    abilities    of    the    oflScers 
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whom  ho  collected  around  him,  the  great 
soldierly  qualities  of  the  generals  arrder 
his  command,  to  whom,  I  tnist,  the  House 
wHll  unanimously  on  Thursday  next  rot« 
their  thanks — that  the  disciplined  rosoln* 
tion  of  the  Egyptian  forces,  the  cheerful 
daring  of  the  Soudane-ee,  and  last  but  not 
least  the  great  fighting  qualities  of  the 
men  of  his  own  race — all  contributed  to 
the  final  consummation.  But  the  men  of 
whom  T  have  thus  spoken  in  not  imde- 
aerved  praise  w^ould,  I  think,  themselves 
be  the  first  to  iirlmit  that  in  all  this 
expedition  Lord  Kitchener  was  the 
moving  spirit,  that  Lortl  Kitchener  was 
the  animating  soul,  and  that  he,  above  all 
others  w^ho  w^ere  engaged  in  these  great 
and  extended  operations,  has  deserred 
from  this  House  and  from  the  coujitrr 
some  mark  of  the  gratitude  of  the  natioa 
Feeling,  therefore,  that  I  am  only  carry-  - 
ing  out,  in  the  first  place,  the  wishes  of  • 
the  House,  and^  in  the  second  phice,  the  ^ 
wishes  of  my  countrymen,  I  l>eg  now  to 
move,  in  accordance  with  the  notice  gi>'eit 
on  Friday. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propoeod' 

''That  a  fluiii,  not  exceeding  £30,000,  U 
tnted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  be  issued  to  Miijuf' 

eneral  Lonl  Kttdiener  of  Kliartoum,  G.C.B., 
K.C.M.G*,  as  an  acknowk^dgment  of  Vila 
eminent  services  in  planning  and  eondoettiis 
the  recent  Expcidiiion  in  the  Soudan." — {Tk§ 
First  Lord  of  the  Trcaanry.) 

♦Sir  henry  CAMPBELL-BANNER- 

MAN  (Stirling  Burghs) :  Mr.  Lowther,  I 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  saying  on  my  ora 
liehalf,  anil  on  the  part  of  my  pditiciJ 
friends,  that  we  fully  share  the  estimate 
of  Lord  Kitcheners  services  which  tho 
right  hon,  Gentleman  the  First  Lf>rd  of 
tho  Treasury  hius  so  eloquently  expressed. 
In  liis  conduct  of  the  long  senca  of 
ojx^rations  which  cuhiiinjit<Mi  in  the  cap- 
tur-e  of  Omdiirman  atid  the  rK^eupatiuti' 
of  the  region  of  the  Uppn^r  Nilu 
Lord  Kitchener's  grasp  of  the  tlifficultica 
to  l>e  encountered,  the  skill  and  fi»resight 
with  which  he  fornied  his  plafis,  ibe 
alternating  boldness  anil  caution  with 
whieii  ht^  caniL'd  them  irtto  execution 
deseivinl  and  attrat^tcd  the  Jid  mi  ration  <if 
the  world.  He  wjis  engaged  in  warfans 
with  a  fanatical  mlversary  who  ciirri«*ii 
bravery  U\  the  piteh  of  recklessness,  luid 
who  is  unflurjvissetl  in  his  own  method* 
of  fighting — methixls  which  are  in  a 
fjfculiar  degiee  trying  to  thi^  bravest  and 
best  dii$ciplined  forces.     He  was  actilkg  ifl^ 
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a  climate  pernioiatis  to  tho  he.^!th  and 
depreasing  to  the  apirits  of  Europeans,  in 
a  country,  as  the  right  hon.  CTcntleman 
has  described  to  us,  practically  barren 
of  supplies,  and  at  a  long  and  ever- 
lengthening  distance  from  his  ovm  l>ase. 
The  complete  success  which,  under  these 
conditions,  he  achievetl  constifciites  one 
of  the  most  brilliant  pages  in  the 
history  of  British  anus,  Mr,  Lowther, 
Lord  Kitchener  deserves  all  the  hononrs 
that  have  been  conferred  upon  him  hy 
his  Qiieen  and  by  his  country,  and  he 
deserves  the  grateful  recognition  of  this 
House.  But  when  we  speak  of  Loi^ 
Kitchener  it  will,  of  course,  be  under- 
stood  that  we  do  not  imply  that  the  merit 
ia  all  his.  In  passing  this  Vote  we  should 
bo  giving  expression  to  our  griiteful 
recognition  and  admiration  of  the  services 
of  those,  whether  his  own  countrymen  or 
of  Africivn  nM3e,  who  fought  and  endured 
under  him,  and  of  the  distinguished 
offioern  who  advised  and  assisted  him. 
And  I  would  go  further  antl  say  that  we 
ought  to  include  in  our  warmest  gratitude, 
and  to  give  perhaps  a  larger  share  of  the 
tribute  of  our  praise  than  is  sometimes 
given  to  them,  those  British  officers 
who,  through  many  years  of  patient 
hope  and  effort,  have  l>een  creating  and 
building  up  the  Egyptian  Army,  and,  what 
is  much  more  important  and  much 
more  difficulty  have  been  breathing  into 
that  array  the  spirit  of  self-confidence  and 
solidarity  without  which  any  army  is  of 
little  use.  In  honouring  Lord  Kitchener, 
therefore,  we  are  setting  the  seal  of  our 
approl>ation  upon  all  those  patient  labours 
as  well  as  on  those  brilliant  exploits,  and 
we  do  so  with  one  mind  and  one  voice. 
Now,  I  would  gla<ily  stop  here,  but  we 
cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that 
there  are  some  reasons  adduced  for  our 
not  passing  this  Vote,  at  any  rate  in  the 
full  measure  in  which  it  is  proposed. 
And  perhaps  it  is  only  right  —although 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has,  no  duulit 
with  great  propriety  from  his  point  of 
view,  hesitated  to  anticipite  objections 
that  may  be  raised — perhaps  it  is  only 
right  that  I,  from  another  side  of  the 
HouKc,  and  from  unothej'  |K>int  of  view, 
should  refer  briefly  in  anticipation  to 
th©«<^  « objections.  If  I  thought  that  my 
silence  would  have  any  effect  in  inducing 
th6  House  to  pass  a  unanimous  vote  1 
should  sit  down  at  once.  And  yet 
perhttps  it  is  Uater  thai  I  should,  ii^ainst 
my  will,  undertake  the  eomewhat  difficult 


duty  of  meeting  an  enemy  who  has  not 
yet,  from  no  fault  of  his  own,  appeared  in 
the  field.  So  far  as  I  can  gather  from 
what  has  appeared  in  the  Press  and 
from  other  sources,  there  arc  two 
circnroatancee,  or  sets  of  circuniBtancea, 
which  are  alleged  to  militate  against; 
this  Vote  being  passed  Tf^ithout  opposition;* * 
The  first  of  these  is  the  incident  of  the 
disentombment  of  the  remains  of  the 
Mahdi,  and  their  dispersfd  unde^i 
ciix?umstances  which  involve  something; 
like  ignominy  attempted  to  bo  put  on 
his  memory.  Well,  I  believe  for  my 
part  that  there  has  iKicn  no  wavering  in 
the  honest  judgment  of  British  opinion 
upon  this  matter  from  the  first  day  until 
now.  The  news,  when  it  was  received  in 
this  country,  struck  us  all  with  a  shock, 
and  with  something  like  horror.  We 
could  hardly  t)elieve  that  such  a  thing 
had  been  done,  and  now  at  this  cool  dis- 
tance of  time,  in  the  absence  of  any 
explanation,  and  being  unable  at  the  same 
time  to  see  what  explanation  can  i)ossibly 
be  offered,  wo  still  remain  regarch'ng  it 
with  condemnation  and  continue  to  de-' 
plore  it.  So  far  as  I  have  seen,  all  thafc^ 
can  be  said  in  favour  of  it  ia  that  it  wa« 
necessary  to  destroy  and  to  oblitemte 
that  which  would  have  been  a  focua  of 
fanaticism  and  discontent  among  the 
population  of  the  region  for  which  we 
have  become  reaponaiblc.  That  may  be' 
asserted,  but  even  among  those  who 
are  best  acquainted  and  most  familiar 
with  what  are  called  Etu^tern  notiona 
there  is  by  no  means  a  unanimous  opinion 
on  the  subject.  And  let  mo  point  out  to 
the  Committee  that  the  Mahdi  was  a  false 
prophet,  and  not  likely  to  be  held  in 
much  veneration  by  the  gre<ator  part  of  the 
Mussulman  world,  but  no  doubt  held  in 
venemtion  in  his  own  pirt  of  the 
world.  But  he  was  something  more  than 
that ;  he  was  our  enemy.  He  w^is  a 
bitter  enemy  of  the  domination  of  Egypt, 
and  we  stand  largely  in  the  place  of 
Egypt,  and  by  the  side  of  Egypt,  in  the 
matter.  And  on  that  account  there  was, 
in  our  ireiitment  of  his  tomb  and  of  his( 
remains  an  element,  an  air  of  \indictivc>' 
ness,  which  surely  was  unworthy  of  this* 
country.  I  make  every  allowance  for  thit^' 
political  desii-e  to  do  away  with  a  ft>cufl 
of  fanaticism  and  discontent.  But  still 
it  remains  that  there  was  a  cruel  outrage 
perforn\(Mb  what  in  all  civilised  countricss 
would  U*  couHidercfi  a  cruel  uutragii  and, 
I  caimot  help  adding,  a  gross  blunder.    If 
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there  was  a  case  wliero  an  act  i 
be  considered  to  be  worse  than 
a  crime — to  be  a  lil under — it  was  this. 
It  is  singular  how  often,  as  any  one  of  U8 
may  obaerve»  it  is  not  the  moat  exalted 
aspect  of  a  case  which  is  most  forced  oo 
our  minds.  It  is  the  humltler  and  more 
familiar  aspect,  and  this  (ict  seems  to  me 
to  have  Ixsen  an  infraction  not  only  of 
sound  policy,  hut  of  good  feeling  and 
good  taste,  I  would  even  say  of  good 
manners.  If  I  were  to  explain  to  the 
House  exactly  how  it  strikes  me  I  would 
employ  an  illustration  which  I  hesitate  to 
use  liecause  it  may  l>e  thouglit  hardly 
er|ual  to  the  dignity  and  seriousness  of 
the  debate.  I  recall  to  my  mind  a  pieture 
drawn  by  a  man  who  had  a  singular 
Icnowledge  of  human  nature — the  late 
John  Leech — in  which  he  representee!  a 
fine  hidy  sitting  in  a  room  with  two 
children  playing  in  a  corner.  The  little 
girl  complains  to  her  mother  of  the  con- 
duct of  her  brother,  **  Is  he  not  wicked, 
mamma r*  she  says;  "he  is  swearing." 
**  My  dear,'^  says  the  mother,  "  it  is  w^orae 
than  wicked,  it  is  vulgar.**  I  believe 
that  that  is  an  exact  illnstration  of  the 
sort  of  feeling  with  which  we  regard 
what  \ui8  happtmed  on  this  occasion,  as  far 
as  we  understand  it,  and  subject  to  the 
explanations  which  may  come  from  the 
bench  opposite.  But  although  I  have  this 
strong  feeling  as  to  this  paiticular  event 
—although  I  reprobate  it  in  as  strong  a 
w^ay  a^  I  have  stated — yet  it  appears  to 
mo  that  it  would  be  a  most  exaggerated 
and  fantastic  view  of  the  matter  if  we  were 
to  set  a  detached,  isolated,  an^^^l  compara- 
tively unim|xnt;int  event — however  much 
we  reprobiite  it  in  itself — against  the  whole 
mass  of  hibours  and  risks  and  successes 
which  attach  to  Lonl  Kitchener  and  those 
who  served  under  him.  Therefore,  although 
sharing  the  strong  feeling  entertained  in 
many  quarters  in  regani  to  this  pjirticular 
occuiTence,  I  do  not  see  any  reason  for  al- 
tering my  opinion  as  Uy  the  vote  which  is 
now  before  the  Commit tee»  But  the 
second  of  the  objections  which  are  held  to 
justify  hesitation  in  assenting  to  this  vot*3 
is  perhaps  of  a  more  seriotis  kind.  It  re- 
lates  to  the  treatment  of  the  wounded 
during  the  campaign  it!id  after  the  liattle. 
As  t'Ti  this  there  hfisbeen  much  conflicting 
evidence,  and  for  my  part  I  candidly  my 
that  I  give  most  weight  to  the  evidence 
which  clears  our  soldiers  of  complicity  in 
anything  inhuman  or  cruel.  I  do  not  say 
that  from  any  desire  to  huddle  up  or  hide 
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a\^  ay  an  unpleasant  topic  ;  but  becatise  of 
my  belief  in  their  temper  and  character 
and  in  the  moral  influences  which  sway 
their  conduct.  But  there  has  been,  as  far 
as  I  am  aware,  no  material  e\ddence  against 
the  British  regiments  employed,  and  the 
wild  stories  which  circulated  at  first  have 
been  disproved  or  have  Viecn  withdrawn. 
But  it  is  alleged  that  the  Sudanese 
battalions  did  commit  excesses  of  crudiy 
upon  the  wounded  on  the  field  of  batUei 
Now,  undoubtedly  there  is  great  danger 
of  uncivilised  troops  pmctlsing  in  battle, 
and  especially  at  the  close  of  the  battle, 
those  savage  methiwls  uf  warfare  to  which, 
in  a  wOder  state,  they  are  habituated. 
That  is  the  case ;  and  it  may  be^ — for  we 
have  no  full  information  on  the  subject — 
that  there  were  unnecessary  excesses  com- 
mitted at  Omdurman  to  some  extent. 
Then  the  best  use  to  which  we  can  put 
that  fact  is  to  impress  upon  those  respon- 
sible^whether  civilians  or  soldiers — if 
they  wish  to  preserve  our  national  name 
free  from  stain,  if  they  wish  to  prevent  ft 
degradation  in  the  tf^ne  of  our  own  Army 
which  co-operates  with  these  troops^  if 
they  wish  to  satisfy  the  universal  senti- 
ment of  the  British  people,  the  urgent 
duty  to  see  that  precautions  are  taken 
against  the  recurrence  of  any  siioh 
danger  in  ftiture.  Do  not  let  us  deoeirt 
ourselves.  War  is  war,  and  war 
means  carnage  in  every  case.  But  wars 
conducted  between  savage  tribes  or 
against  savage  tribes  mean  exeesmve 
carTiage,  and  prolwibly  retaliatory  carntige^ 
to  an  extent  that  must  l»e  abhorrent  to 
every  humane  and  civilised  mind.  The 
only  justification  fur  our  l)eing  in  that 
region  of  the  world  at  all  is  that  we  bring 
to  it,  slowly  and  lamely  it  may  be,  and  in 
circuitous  ways,  civilisation  and  peaceful 
development.  Let  it  I>e  an  instruction  to 
all  our  officers,  while  leaving  them  perfect 
freedom  of  action  —l>ecause  it  is  they  only 
who  know  the  difficulties,  as  it  is  they 
only  who  incur  the  risks,  of  the  situation — 
let  us  impress  upon  them  that  they  should 
conduct  their  operations  as  nearly  as 
possible  accoitli ng  to  the  rules  of  civilised 
warfare ;  and  let  us  see  that  those  officeiB 
are  numemus  enough  and  have  authority 
enough  to  repress  the  natural  barliarism 
of  those  whom  they  are  obliged  to  use  aa 
instniments  under  them.  These  are  the 
views  which  I  have  formed  fn>m  all  that 
I  have  seen  and  read  and  heard  of  what 
oecurrc*d  in  this  campaign.  I  have  dealt 
with  the  subject  imperfectly,  because  I 
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cannot  anticipate  what  may  be  said  either 
in  attai'k  or  defence  on  the  matter.  But 
I  have  laid  down  some  general  coriflidora- 
txQxm  ]  and  I  conclude  by  Biiying  that, 
from  these  general  considerations  I  see  in 
neither  of  the  criticisms  which  have  been 
applie<i  to  this  vote  an}n.hing  of  such  pro- 
portion or  gravity  aji  can  be  set  against 
the  undoubted  claim  of  Lord  Kitchener  to 
our  gi-ateful  recognition  ;  and  therefore  I 
shall  supjjort>  anci  cordially  support^  the 
vote  before  the  Committee, 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  (Montrose  Burghs): 
With  much  that  h^u?  been  said  by  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treaaury  and  by  my 
right  honourable  friend  I  am  gla*l  to  find 
myself  in  very  considerable  concurrence. 
The  First  Lortl  of  the  Treasury  stated  that 
in  Septemljer  we  were  watching  the  close 
of  the  great  Soudan  drama  which  had 
attracted  attention  and  even  absorbed  it 
for  so  many  years.  I  wish— and  it  is  the 
only  remark  that  I  will  make  on  this 
aspect  of  the  matter — I  coidd  believe  that 
we  had  seeti  the  fall  of  the  curt^un  on  the 
fifth  act  of  the  Soudan  tragedy.  But 
here  is  another  p<iint  on  which  I  am  in 
absolute  agreement  with  the  right  hcnour- 
able  Gentleman — to-night  is  not  an  occa- 
sion when  we  can  justifiably  enter  upon 
considerations  of  fXiliey  in  any  aspect 
whatever.  In  all  that  the  right  h^nour- 
alile  Gentleman  said  on  that  In-anch  of  the 
matter  I  fully  agree.  WTiatever  we  may 
think  of  that  policy,  Lord  Kitc!iener  was 
the  instrament — the  able  and  powerful 
instrument — of  a  policy  imposed  upon 
him  by  the  Government  of  this  coimtry 
and  by  this  House ;  and  therefore,  what- 
ever we  think  of  that  {jolicy  ought  not  to^ 
and  carmot,  stand  in  the  way  of  ourappre- 
ciatirm  of  Lnrd  Kitchener's  milita,ry  merits. 
Up<jn  the  *|uostion  of  military  merits  it 
would  be  ridiculous  for  me  to  offer  any 
opinion,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  do  so,  I 
accept  from  those  who  are  competent  to 
pronounce  on  military  matters  all  that 
has  lieen  said  by  the  right  honourable 
Gentleman  ;  though  perhaps  the  reference 
tc>  Carnot  a8  the  great  organiser  of  victory 
was  a  little  overdrawn.  But  I  will  not 
dwell  on  that  point.  Now,  I  hope  the 
House  of  Commons — which,  after  all,  is 
an  assembly  that  loves  fair  play  and 
manliness — will  iK^ieve  that  to  nobody  in 
the  Committee  could  it  lie  more  disagree- 
able than  t^l  me  to  use  n,ny  language  or 
take  up  any  attitude  which  might  seem 
^o  deprive  an  act  of  gr^e  of  some  of  its 


gracious ne^ss.  But  there  are  other  things 
to  think  about  besides  graeiousness  ;  and 
in  my  judgment  the  t^ipic  referred  to  and 
dwelt  uiKiu  l>y  my  right  honoural>le  friend 
is  one  of  those  topics  which,  as  he  fidmits^ 
cannot  escape  notice  and  criticism  in  the 
Committee  to-night.  Ujwjm  that  point  I 
dare  say  I  shall  Hnd  myself  obliged  to 
dissent  from  the  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee J  but  I  believe  the  majority  of  the 
Committee  \^^ll  agree  that  their  praise  of 
Lord  Kit-chener  would  be  worthless  if 
they  were  not  willing  to  bear  points  of 
criticism  and  objectiom  The  topic  to 
which  my  right  honourable  friend  iiegan 
by  referring  wfis  the  destruction  of  the 
tomb  of  the  Mahdi,  and  the  exhumation 
and  cUspersiou  of  the  Mahdis  remains. 
From  the  rather  impatient  manner  in 
which  in  some  quarters  my  right  honour- 
able friend's  introduction  of  that  topic 
was  listened  tfi,  some  honourable  Members 
would  appear  to  ha\e  forgotten  what  my 
right  honoiu-able  friend  reminded  them 
of — the  cxtraorflinary  feeling  of  shock 
and  disgust  which  wa^s  aroused,  [Cries 
of  "  No.'*]  The  honourable  GeiuTemen 
who  stiy  '^  No "  forget  that  from  no 
quarter  was  there  more  disgust^  more 
vividly  expressed,  than  from  some  of  their 
honouralde  friends  below  the  gangway. 
The  horiounitile  Member  for  Leamington 
the  other  day  made  a  speech  in  whicn  he 
regai-ded  what  had  been  done  with  dis- 
approval It  was  in  consequence  of  the 
demonstration  of  feeling  in  the  House  and 
the  country  that  the  Government  applied 
to  Lord  Cromer  to  send  his  own  views 
and  tct  send  Lord  Kitchener's  defence  and 
justification  ui  what  had  wcurred.  I 
want  to  argue  this  matter  in  a  way  which 
will  not  otFend  anyone  ;  but  we  must 
recognise  that  upui  this  House  there  is 
no  resiK*nsil)ilityj  among  all  thtxse  which 
weigh  up:)n  us,  which  weighs  more  heavily 
than  the  responsibility  of  supervising  and 
keeping  a  strict  and  vigilant  watch  upon 
what  is  done  by  our  agents  abn^d.  Years 
ago  an  eminent  public  writer  siiid  that 
the  Grovernment  ought  to  support  its 
agents,  in  difficulties  always,  in  errors 
sometimes,  in  crimes  never,  I  am  not 
going  to  argue  that  1  would  descril>e  this 
particular  transaction  as  criminal  ;  but  I 
do  regaixi  it,  not  as  one  of  those  errors 
into  which  a  wise  and  good  man  may 
accidentally  fall,  but  as  one  of  those  eiTors 
against  which  this  House  is  called  upon 
by  its  most  supreme  duty  to  register  an 
emphatic  and  formal  protest.     1  do  not 
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lielong  to  the  achciol — if  school  there  be —  I 
which  would  deal  out  honours  and  emohi- 
meiita   to   good   public  servants    with   a 
gnidging  and  parsimoniuus  hand,  and  I 
am  not  one  of  those  who  are  not  ijiclinefl 
to  make  ailowancoa  for  men  called  upon 
to  take  importjint  decisions  in  moments 
of  emergency.     On  the  contrary,  I   will 
make  all  allowance  for  men  in  posititms  of 
that  kind ;    but  this  wm  evidently   not 
such  an   occasion,     I   want   to   ask    the 
Committee   and  the    First   Lord    of   the 
Treasury  whether  they  hold  that  there  k 
no  kind  of  military  action  for  w^hieh  the 
plea  of  political  necosisity  is  not  a  good 
clrfence.     Is  them   no   kind    of  military 
SaOliDn  which  could  impiir  the  title  of  such 
an  eminent  man  as  Lord  Kitchener  to  a 
special  mark  of  honour  from  this  House  ] 
That  cannot  Im3  contended,  and  1  will  ^ve 
an  illustration,  and  it  shall  be  an  African 
illustration.      It   has  often  lx36n  alleged 
that  in  the  Congo  State  there  is  a  resort 
to  cannilial  forc4>s — that  the  Ciovernraent 
.  ol  the  Congo  State  employs,  or  has  em- 
ployed^ t^inniKils  to  make   war   on    the 
oneraioa  of  that  Government.     I  will  not 
ingult  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  by 
asking  him  whither  if  it  had  lieen  brought 
home  to  a  British  general   that  he  had 
employed  cannibal  forces,  he  would  pro- 
poee  that  this  House  should  give  a  mark 
of  special  honour  to  such  a  general.     I  am 
not  going  for  a  moment  to  embark  the 
House  on  a  disGUSsion  upon  a  discrimi- 
nating  scale  of  outrages  upon  humanity 
or  upon  natural  piety,  but  1  can  suppose 
that  to  a  Belgian,  at  all  events,  the  ex- 
httmation  of  a  dead  enemy^s  remains  is 
quite  as  inhuman,  quite  as  great  a  viola- 
tion of  natural  piety,  as  the  omplovment 
of  oannihal  forces.     I  do  not  say  that  is 
my  opinioiH  but  I  think  I  can  imagine  a 
Belman  making  it  a  fair  defence.      He 
woiud  aay,   **  We  are  engaged  in  a  great 
Givilising  and  humanising  task  ;    in   the 
ezeoution   of    that    task    the    resort    to 
cannibal  forces  is  indispensable  :   in  the 
exocution  of  that  task  what  is  indispens- 
aUe    is    iustiliable,''    and    therefore  hia 
ajfUogism  is  concluded  in  his  own  favour. 
Ido  ttot  say  that^  but  the  Committee  will 
afree  with  me  that  there  are  miUtAr}'^  acta 
which  no  plea  of  political   necessity  can 
possibly    justify.      Let    us    look    for   a 
moment  at  what  this  plea  of  political  ne- 
ceadty  on  the  papers  amounts  to.     The 
first  authority  quoted  is  Ix)rd  Cromer,     I 
have  no  wish  whatever  to  disparagv^  th^ 
aatboriiy  of  LfOrd  Cromer,  but  I  wottM 


Lord  Kifff^ner. 

point  out  that  all  Lord  Cromer  can  km 
upon  the  political  necessity  of  this  act 
must  be  from  representations  made  to  him 
by  the  military  authorities.  He  waa 
there  himself  for  a  very  short  tim« — but 
ho  committed  himself  to  the  view  thai 
there  was  a  |K>litical  necessity  for  the 
destruction  of  the  tomb.  I  would  ask  the 
Committee  to  listen  to  another  authority, 
who  is  not  inferior  to  Lord  Cromer  nor 
to  Lord  Kitchener  himself  upon  this 
matter.  That  is  a  gentleman  well  known 
by  the  name  of  Slatin  Pasha,  or,  as  he  is 
now,  Sir  Rudolph  Slatin.  I  see  t^^l^^v 
that  Sir  Rudolph  Slatin  has  s]i_ 
changed  his  view,  but  in  an  int«£ 
w^hicti  he  had  in  March  with  a  re[  " 
tive  of  some  London  newspaper 
of  "  Name  '*) — the  London  Edio, 
is  a  detail  ;  but,  be  that  as  it  may, 
authenticity  of  the  interview  is  not  _^ 
puted.  "  May  we  take  it,"  Slatin  Pasha 
was  asked,  "that  the  desecration  of  the 
Mahdi's  tomb,  about  which  so  much  has 
been  said  in  England,  is  likely  to  give  the 
last  blow  to  the  religious  faith  of  the 
people  in  the  creed  of  the  dead  prophet 
Sir  Rudolph  piused  a  moment  befi 
answering.  "  I  don't  think, *^  he 
slowly,  "that  the  interference  with 
bones  of  the  Mahdi  was  a  ti  act.' 

Therefore,  when  the  Comm  tirally 

is  very  much  affected  by  the  authority  of 
Lord  Cromer,  pray  let  it  bear  in  mind 
that  Slatin  Pasha,  whose  authority  is 
higher  than  Lord  Cromer's,  exprosset 
dissent  from  his  view^ — ^higher  as  to  the 
frame  of  mind  of  the  people  who  liv 
there. 


the 
etC^i 

1 


Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  (Beli 
W.). — 1  beg  to  ask  for  the  name  of 
correspondent. 


1 


Mr,  J.  MORLEY  —It  is  not  a  quoetioa 
of  correspondent ;  it  U  a  long  interview. 

SIR  h\  DlXON-HAIiTL,\>» I)  (Middle- 
sex, UxbridL^c'i  :  FKk**  Shitin  Piishaiylmii 
it! 

Mr.  J.  M0R1.EY:  It  is  not  denied  air 
all  i  havi;  alre^uly  staie^l  to  the  CotBK' 
mi  t  tee  that  my  att<mtion  has  be«*n  calM 
to  a  stAtemont  of  Statin  Pasha's  in  whiob 
ho  rather  withdrawn  from  that  po8ilaan|i 
but  not  1  think  categorically.  I  am  not 
fCiiing  to  pre^  thnt  point  further,  Bui 
Wk  4t    l>U'i  lers  own  poaitioo* 

and    this  i».  il   the  fiith 
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nmtter.  It  is  the  only  aspect  of  the  case 
which  I  shall  at  all  attempt  to  present 
pretty  fully  to  the  Committee.  Lord 
Kitchener  says,  in  the  despatch  which  ho 
telegraphed  to  Lord  Cromer  in  conse- 
quence of  the  rise  of  feeling  in  this  House, 
that  he  destroyed  the  torab  for  two 
reasons.  These  two  reasons  may,  for  all 
I  know,  have  been  perfectly  gtxwl  ones. 
The  first  is  that  it  was  politically  advis- 
able, considering  the  state  of  the  country, 
that  the  Mahm'a  tomb,  which  was  the 
centre  of  pilgrimage  and  fanatical  zeal, 
should  he  flcstroyca.  The  second  reason, 
which  he  had  not  mentioned  before,  is 
that  the  tomb  was  in  a  dangerous  condi- 
tion, owing  to  the  damage  done  by  shell- 
fire  and  might  ha\'o  caused  loss  of  life. 
I  am  not  going  myself  to  dwell  on  the 
destruction  of  the  tomb,  but  Lord 
Kitchener  mentions  later  that : — 

**  Im  consiequence  of  jwlvice  given  to  me  after 
the  taking  of  Oniflurman,  by  Mahometan 
offioem,  it  would  \m  l>ettfir  to  have  the  body 
removed,  aa  othenvt.Hu  niutiy  of  the  more  Igno- 
xmnt  people  of  Kordofaa  woaM  considyr  the 
sajiotaty  with  which  they  ^urroumled  the  Mahdt 
prevented  us  from  doing  so." 

I  may  just  call  attention  to  one  rather 
remarkable  circumstance,  namely,  that 
this  so-called  **  removal ''  was  taken  ap- 
parently not  becatise  Lord  Kitchener  j 
thought  it  a  political  necessity^  not 
because  Lord  Cromer  thought  it  a 
politic:al  necessity,  but  because  Mahome- 
tan officers  thought  it  was  politiciiUy 
advisable.  Therefore,  when  you  come 
to  testing  the  authority  upon  which 
this  revolting  {proceeding  took  place, 
do  pray  bear  in  mind  that  it  was  on 
the  authority  of  Mahometan  authori- 
ties. Has  it  come  to  this,  then,  that  on 
a  matter  alTocting  our  standard  of  civilisa- 
tion this  Ilouau  is  to  Uike  the  sUndard 
from  Mahumetau  oHicers  J  I  have  no  preju- 
dice figainst  Mahometans,  btit  1  confess 
I  think  it  woidd  mark  a  deterioration  of 
the  highest  principles  that  have  animated 
public  life  in  this  country  for  a  very  long 
time  if  that  is  to  be  accepted  which  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  seem  to  desire.  The 
Mahdi  set  a  better  example.  I  do  tiot 
know  whether  any  right  lion,  (Juntleman 
on  the  front  bench  will  put  me  right,  but 
I  am  told,  and  I  believe  it  h  true,  that 
Sir  Herbert  Stewart,  who  met  his  death 
in  the  ex|>edition  of  LS85,  was  buried  in, 
the  Mahdi *s  territory,  and  that  the  re- 
mains of  8ir  Horl>ert  Stewart  are  to  this 
day  absolutely  intfict.  Therefore,  the 
^dahdi  and  his  people  paid  some  respect 


and  veneration  to  the  tomb  of  a  brave 
enemy,  which  I  deplore  Lord  Kitchener 
did  not  think  it  nocessar}^  to  do.  Let  the 
Committee  test  the  politic^il  necessity. 
It  may  have  been  politically  adx-isable  to 
make  a  deep  impression  on  the  ignorant 
fw3ople  of  Kordofan,  as  these  Mahometan 
officers  said.  It  is  rather  remarkable  that 
they  are  not  supposed  to  have  been  im- 
pressed by  the  Slaxim  guns,  or  by  the 
slaughterj  or  by  the  vast  exhibition  of 
British  power  and  energy.  But  this  re- 
moval of  the  remains  of  their  own  dead 
prophet  was  to  make  an  impression.  If 
that  is  so,  a  very  plain  question  arises. 
If  the  object  was  to  impress  the  minds  of 
these  people,  why  was  the  operation  con- 
ducted in  stealth  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BjiLFOUR:  No. 

Mu,  J,  MORLEY:  The  right  hon. 
Clontlenian,  I  am  sure,  is  well  informed, 
and  ho  says  it  was  not  conducted  in 
stealth.  Then  all  the  reports  I  have  bad 
access  to^ — and  I  have  consulted  all  that 
are  available  —  are  misleading  on  that 
point  But  hero  Slatin  Pasha  remains 
exactly  where  he  was.  He,  at  all  events, 
like  the  rest  of  the  public,  conceived  that 
this  operation  was  done  secretly.  I 
should  be  glad  if  some  member  of  the 
Government  would  by-and-by  explain 
how  far  I  am  mistaken  on  that  point. 
\\liat  Slatin  Pasha  said  was  this— 

"  The  wrong  tiling  aXmni  it  wae  that  it  was 
clone  secretly.  If  it  wa^i  held  de^sirablo  to  do 
thi»  the  emirs  an«i  sheikha  who  still  believed 
in  the  Mahdi  nhoulil  have  l>een  mimaioned, 
and  then,  with  the  utnicwt  piihlieity,  and  in 
the  preseace  of  nil,  the  bones  might  have  been 
removed  frt*iii  the  loin  h  and  buried  elsewhere, 
^bowing  tbetii  tbat  their  prophet  wjw  nothing 
but  nn  t»rdiiiJirY  man.  liut  U)  d^  the  thing 
Kccjreily  wa**  a  gnvtt  mistake/*  -. 

I  do  not  dwell  on  the  phrase  **  removal.*' 
It  is  a  smooth  and  almost  elegant  expres- 
sion for  what  really  happened.  And  her^' 
I  do  not  think  there  is  one  gentleman  in 
this  House— I  am  cert^un  not  one  soldier 
— who  will  get  up  and  say  that  he 
approves  or  that  be  <locs  not  disapprove  ' 
anfl  even  jddior  the  actual  proceeding 
taken,  whctlier  there  was  a  valid  pf»litical 
nccesaity  or  not,  of  mutilating  the  body 
of  the  Mahdi.  (Ministerial  cries  of 
'*  There  was  no  mutilation.*')  Was  hiir 
head  not  cut  off  1    (Cheers,) 

Mk.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  No. 
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Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  What  docs  Lord 
KitclieneF  meuri  when  he  says,  "  When  I 
left  Omdurman  for  Fjislioda  I  ordercil  the 
destnictioii  of  the  tonio.  This  was  done 
in  my  absence,  the  Mahdi'a  bones  being 
thrown  int4:>  the  Nile  "  ?  Surely,  then, 
there  was  mutilation.  **  The  skull  only 
wa«  p^ese^^ed/'  I  should  be  only  too 
glad  if  the  Government  are  alile  to  say 
that  the  head  was  not  severed  from  the 
body. 

Mr.  a,  J.  BALFOUE :  I  understand 
the  right  bon.  Gentleman  to  suppoye,  on 
the  strength  of  the  phrase  whieh  he  has 
just  read  out,  that  the  head  was  severed 
from  the  rest  of  the  remains  with  which 
it  was  connected  ;  liut,  as  a  matter  of  fact^ 
there  was  a  mere  col lectii>n  of  hones  which 
liad  fallen  to  pieces  by  natural  processes 
before  exhumation  took  place. 

Mr.  J.  MGRLEY  :  This  is  a  gruesome 
topic  !  Yes,  but  you  are  not  to  escape 
gruesome  topics  if  your  ctminmnders 
indulge  in  gruesome  proceedings.  If  there 
was  no  deliberate  mutilation— and,  of 
course,  I  accept  that  and  am  heartily  glad 
to  accept  it — I  have  no  desire  to  blacken 
anybody's  character — it  cannot  be  denied 
that  on  Lord  Kitchener's  own  assurance 
**  the  skull  of  the  Mahdi  was  preserved 
and  handed  over  to  me  for  disposal"  I 
think  the  act  of  digging  up  the  remains 
of  a  decul  enemy  ana  dispersing  them — 
and  that  is  not  denied— and  the  appro- 
priation as  a  kind  of  trophy,  a  horrible 
trophy,  of  the  skull  of  your  dea*l  enemy 
is  one  of  those  things  I  neeil  not  discuss. 
It  has  happened  in  history  in  two  or 
three  caaes^  I  can  only  recall  two  or 
three,  or  perhaps  four.  The  French  lie- 
volutioTustb  in  their  frenzy  went  to  the 
Church  of  SL  Lazare  atid  tired  into  the 
tombs  of  the  Kings  and  threw  their  bones 
to  the  winds.  The  Kings  of  France  did 
not  perhajis  deserve  much  better.  One 
of  them,  and  the  greatest  of  them,  had 
himself  perpetrated  an  act  of  this  kind, 
because  at  a  monastery — with  the  teaching 
of  whicii  he  happened  to  disagree  ^an 
exhumation  wiis  carried  out  to  the  tune 
of  3,000  corpses.  So  lAAim  XIV,  did  not 
get  worse  treatment  than  he  meted  out  to 
others.  Then  our  own  journ.ils  contain  a 
famous  order  of  the  House  directing  that 
the  carcases  of  Oliver  Cromwell  and  others 
should  ho  taken  from  their  graves. 
(*'  Hear,  hear  '*  fr^mi  the  Irish  benches.)  1 
can  undei'stand  our  friends  from  Ireland 


objecting  to  put  up  a  stjitue  to  Oliver 
Cromwell,  but  I  em  amazed  that  tbey 
should  think  it  is  a  good  thing  to  take  up 
his  carcase. 

Mr.  DILLON:  If  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman alludes  to  me,  I  did  not  say  it 
was  a  good  thing.  I  thought  it  a  gCMxl 
exeTiiplification  of  the  savage  temper  of 
this  House  in  those  days. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  Now  I  have  one  or 
two  questions  which  the  Government,  in 
vindication  of  Lord  Kitchener  himself, 
must  answer.  When  Lord  Kitchener  left 
Omdurman  for  Fashoda,  what  instrue- 
tions  did  he  leave  behind  1  Did  he  order 
the  casting  of  the  remains  into  the  Nile  1 
Did  he  direct  the  body  to  be  decently 
interred  elsewhere  7  When  the  skull  waa 
handed  over,  was  it  carried  off  as  a 
trophy  1  Where  was  it  carried  to  7  Lord 
Cromer  says  it  is  now  Imried  at  Wady 
Haifa,  When  7  Was  the  reinterment  in 
conseijuence  or  not  of  the  feeling  shown 
in  this  House  and  the  country  1  Sir,  the 
House  may  think  these  are  slight  inci- 
dents. I  venture  to  think  it  will  be  a 
very  bad  day  for  this  House  and  the 
country  when  such  ignoble  proceedings 
are  treated  in  this  House  as  trivial  and 
when  it  is  felt  that  they  require  no  justiii' 
cation.  This  is  the  question— and  hero 
is  where  I  venture,  with  the  utmost 
reluctance,  to  differ  from  my  right  hon. 
friend  who  sits  near  me — Is  this  House  or 
not  to  have  an  opportunity  of  protesting 
against  this  ignoble  proceeding  1  I  do 
not  at  all  call  a  pt^rfuTiCtory  parenthesis 
a  protest  on  the  part  of  the  House.  We 
want  something  more  than  that.  You  send 
your  aoldiera  to  civilise  savages.  Take 
care  the  savages  do  not  1mrl>arise  your 
soldiers.  What  is  more  important  a  great 
deal,  take  care  that  the  maxims,  standards, 
and  feelings  of  this  House  are  not  bar- 
barised.  The  more  you  extend  yotir 
Empire — and  the  Colonial  Secretary  will 
he  tne  first  man  to  agree  with  me — the 
more  neetl  is  there,  the  more  imperative 
is  it,  that  this  House  should  exact,  from 
its  agents  abroad  the  same  standards  of 
conduct  which  we  exact  at  home  ;  and  it 
will  be  A  bad  day  indeed  if  we  have  one 
conscience  for  the  mother  country  and 
another  conscience  for  all  that  vast  terri- 
tory over  which  your  eye  dooa  not  extend. 
We  must  be  slow  in  entnisting  power  far 
away  from  our  control  and  observation* 
We  raitst  strongly  insist  that  that  power 
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shall  be  used  in  conforniity  with  our  own 
principles  of  himmtiity.  When  I  used 
some  language— which  I  abide  by — on 
this  transaction  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Manchester  rebuked  me.  It  was  a 
kind  of  rebuke,  I  fancy,  that  waa  heard 
in  a  neighbouring  country,  or  has  been 
for  some  months  past,  when  anyone  ven- 
tured to  criticise  the  General  Staff. 

Sir  J.  ^  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N,E.) :  What  I  complainerl  of  was  that 
the  right  hon,  C^^ntleman  condemned 
Lord  Kitchener  when  he  had  been  told 
inquiries  were  being  made. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY :  We  were  not  then 
assured  of  Lord  Kitchener  s  share  in  the 
transaction,  and  1  expressly  disclaimed 
any  wish  to  censure  Lord  Ivitchener  on 
that  occasion.  So  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
is  completely  wrong*  I  do  not  know 
whether  many  will  agree  with  me  or  not, 
but  this  is  an  occ^isiori,  in  ray  view,  if 
ever  there  wiis  an  occasion,  when,  in  a 
form  that  c^innot  be  mistaken,  this  House 
should  show  it  is  capable  of  expressing 
what  I  believe  to  be,  and  I  believe  you 
will  Hud  to  be,  the  ro.il  voice  of  the  con- 
science of  this  country  and  those  who 
send  US  here :  and  it  is  because  I  think 
that,  and  think  it  most  profoundly,  that 
I  for  one,  whatever  others  may  do,  must 
say  "  No  "'  to  this  Vote. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  rather 
hesitate    to    rise    again    so    soon    after 

,  addressing  the  House,  but  the  right  hon. 

I'fltentleman  has  put  some  questions  to  me. 
Be  has  appealed  to  me,  as  representing 
the  Government,  for  some  view  of  the 
transactions  to  wliich  he  his  referred — 
transactions,  I  may  say,  which,  in  my 
judgment,  what^^vcr  view  the  House  may 
take  of  them,  have  been  thrown  into 
most  undue  and  disprotM>rtiunate  promin- 
ence by  the  course  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  thought  it  fit  t-o  take. 
Let  us  at  once  agree  that  the  idea  that 
any  British  officer,  with  our  concurrence 
or  approval,  direct  or  indirect,  shotild  use 
his  power  to  execute  vengeance  upon  a 
dead  enemy  is  absolntely  repulsive  to  all 
the  instincts  of  civilised  men,  whether 
they  be  sokiiers  or  civilians.  But  I  do 
not  believe  that  the  element  of  vengeance 
entei^ed  in  the  smallest  degree  into  the 
motive  or  action  of  Lord  Kitchener,  or 
coloured  with  even  the  faintest  colouring 
the  policy  which,  on  public  grounds  and 


public  grounds  alone,  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  follow.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man talked^aiid  I  have  heard  some  people 
talk  elsewhere  -as  if  the  Mahdi  w'as  a 
man  against  whom  LorI  Kitchener  was 
fighting,  as  if  he  Wrts  the  general  conduct- 
ing the  force  we  had  opposed  and  defeated, 
and,  the  general  of  our  enemy  having 
been  killed,  vengeance  was  taken  on  his 
dea<:l  remains.  I  nee<l  not  remind 
the  Committee  that  the  Mahdi  had 
been  dead  twelve  years,  and"  that, 
as  far  ^is  I  know,  Lord  Kitchener 
had  never  been  brought  into  military 
conflict  with  him.  Ho  did  not  represent 
the  military  element  against  vvhich  we 
were  fighting,  though  he  did  represent 
the  superstition  which  lay  at  the  base  of 
that  military  force.  Let  me  add,  to  make 
the  ciise  with  regard  to  vengeance  com- 
plete, that  I  lielieve  the  Mahdi' s  family, 
his  son-in-law,  and  other  relatives,  have 
l>een  treated  by  Lord  Kitehener  and  the 
British  authorities  with  the  utmost  con- 
sideration,  and  if  vengeance  had  been  his 
motive  and  animating  impulse  he  would 
not  have  iussociated  the  action  to  which 
the  right  hoiL  Gentleman  objects  with  the 
treatment  of  those  most  nearly  connected 
with  the  deati  false  prophet.  The  right 
hon.  Trentl email  has  fallen  int^  error  on 
atio th er  po i n t.  He  1  tel i c  v c s  t h e  operation  was 
secret.  I  am  informed,  on  the  contrary, 
that  it  was  done  piil>licly,  and  that 
publicity  was  an  essenti*d  part  of  the 
policy  which  originally  prompted  it,  and 
that  it  was  delil>eratelv  carried  out — I 
believe  there  were  British  officers  present 
—but  it  was  delilierately  carried  out,  by 
Lord  Kitchener^s  orders,  by  the  native 
officers  and  men  of  the  Soudanese  regi- 
ments. The  reason  they  were  selected 
for  the  duty  was  in  order  that  they  might 
know  and  transmit  the  knowledge 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
Soudan  that  the  Malidi  was  after  all  not 
the  Heaven-sent  prophet  they  imagined 
him  to  be,  but  belonge<l  to  a  temporary, 
false,  and  dying  cree<l.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  criticised  not  oidy  the 
motives  of  Lortl  Kitchener,  but  the 
strength  of  the  considerations  which 
induced  him  to  take  the  course  he  did 
take.  It  is  difficult,  jx^rhaps  impossible, 
for  us  sitting  here  comfortably  in  an 
English  June  to  estimate  the  political 
and  religious  considerations  which  ani- 
mate the  savage  superstitions  of  the  black 
popuLition  of  the  Soudin,  Imt  I  desire  to 
remind  the  House  of  whatj  I  think,  they 
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have  forgotten — of  the  army  of  occupation, 
the  20,000  men  whom  Lord  Kitchener 
took  with  him  to  Omdurman  and  Khar- 
toum, about  a  third  only  were  British 
troops,  and  that  third  had  to  be  immedi- 
ately removed.  You  practically  left,  and 
intended  to  leave — it  was  your  policy  to 
leave — at  Khartoum  no  more  white  men 
than  were  necessarv  to  command  your 
native  levies.  Of  whom  did  those 
jiative  levies  consist  1  In  part  of  Egyptian 
regiments,  who  also,  I  believe,  were  re- 
moved, but  they  were  largely  Soudanese  ; 
aot  only  so,  but  they  were  largely  com- 
posed of  men  who  at  one  time  of  their 
fives  had  been  disciples  of  the  Mahdi,  and, 
more  than  that,  they  largely  consisted  of 
men  who  had  fought  for  the  Khalifa  at 
F^rkeh,  Atbara^  and  Omdurman ;  they 
were  among  the  men  who  had  rushed  up 
taour  rifles  with  that  splendid  courage 
w^ch  has  been  the  admiration  of  all  who 
have  read  authentic  accounts  of  .the 
militaiy  transactions  of  the  campaign. 
'tim    handful    of    British    officers   were 

r*  1^  to  be  left  alone  in  the  midst 
this  vast  and  seething  mass  of 
native  Soudanese,  who,  up  to  the  very  eve 
of  the  day  when  the  last  of  these  trans- 
actions took  place  had  been  fanatical  and 
devoted  followers  of  Mahdism.  Was  it 
not  the  first  duty  of  the  man  responsible 
for.  the  safety  of  these  officers  that  he 
should,  if  possible,  cut  at  the  very  root  of 
that  fanatical  superstition  which  had  been 
the  strength  of  Mahdism  for  fifteen  or 
sixteen  years  1  The  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
among  others,  may  think  that  the  means 
were  ill  contrived  to  attain  the  end,  but 
that  it  was  a  matter  of  first  necessity  that 
the  end  should  be  attained  no  hon. 
Member  who  understands  the  real  position 
in  the  Soudan  then  and  now  can  possibly 
doubt.  KecoUect  that,  though  we 
had  destroyed,  as  a  fighting  body, 
the  vast  array  of  60,0CS  men 
shattered  outside  Omdiuman,  there  re- 
mained in  Kordofan,  Darfur,  and  else- 
where in  the  Soudan  garrisons  of  the 
Khalifa  the  vast  tribes  who  had  been 
devoted  followers  of  the  Mahdi,  and  who 
were  wavering  in  their  allegiance  to  the 
Khalifa.  Lora  Kitchener  was  of  opinion, 
and  I  believe  is  of  opinion,  that  had  he 
liot  pursued  the  course  he  did  pursue 
these  tribes,  instead  of  throwing  in  their 
lot  with  us  and  accepting  our  rme,  would 
have  continued  to  follow  Mahdism,  with 
Qopsequences,  not  to  this  country  only, 
but  Jto  Egypt  and  the  Soudan,  which  will 
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suggest  themselves  to  the  mind  of .  .aveijic 
man  who  has  followed  the  history  of  thid 
^eat  Nile  basin  during  the  last  20  years. 
This  ffce&t  fabric  of  the  Mahdist  tyrani^ 
rested  on  two  bases.  In  the  first  place  it 
hadamilitary  basis  of  armed  strength^  brutal 
and  unceasing  cruelty  and  tyranny,  which 
never  for  a  moment  relaxed  its  grip ;  aod, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  rested  on  the.sup|br* 
stitious  belief  of  a  most  superstitious 
population  in  the  supernatural  character 
of  the  prophet  who  had  brought  this 
phase  of  Mahometanism  into  being,  li^e 
shattered  the  first  of  these  foundations  i^t 
Ferkeh,  at  Atbara,  and  Omdurman ;  ,we 
shattered  it  at  a  cost  of  many  valuable 
lives  of  our  own  countrymen  and  allies, 
we  shattered  it  at  the  cost  of  an  appall- 
ing slaughter — appalling  but  necessary^ 
slaughter — of  those  arrayed  against  us : 
and  is  Lord  Kitchener  to  be  blamed 
because  he  destroyed  the  other  founda- 
tion of  Mahdism,  without  inflicting  a 
wound  on  a  single  individual — without^ 
so  far  as  I  know,  doing  anything  whicli 
can  be  described  as  hurting  the  religious 
convictions  of  any  human  being — wiUiout 
battle,  without  slaughter,  without  inflicting 
death,  pain,  suflering,  or  loss  upon  anyone  S 
If  it  be  true,  as  Lord  J^tchener  oelieved  apfd 
believes,  that  the  course  he  then  took— 
a  course  not  dictated  by  vengeance  oar 
hostility  to  a  dead  foe,  but  a  coursq 
simply  intended  to  preserve  the  future  ol 
the  Soudan  from  that  which  had  been  its 
curse  in  the  past — if  ho  is  right  in  sap- 
posing  that  that  policy  did  produce  its 
effect,  and  that  it  is  owing  to  that  policy 
that  at  this  moment  Dariur  and  Konlofan 
are  faithful  to  British  and' Egyptian  rul^ 
and  that  at  this  moment  the  Khalifa, 
instead  of  making  fresh  head  and  leading 
new  troops  against  our  men,  finds  himself 
the  leader  of  a  rapidly  diminishing  bodjr 
of  discouraged  followers — if,  I  say,  that 
was  the  result,  will  any  man  get  up  here 
and  blame  him  1  It  is  very  easy,  it  is  a 
very  simple  matter,  in  the  name  of 
civilisation  and  morality,  and  in  the 
security  of  Britain,  with  the  ease  and  con- 
ditions of  civilised  life  around  us,  to 
blame  one  who  in  a  critical  moment  took 
a  decision  of  which  you  disapprove.  You 
have  no  responsibility  now  for  the  safety 
of  the  English  officers  to  whom  you  com- 
mitted the  charge  of  the  Soudan ;  it  is 
not  on  your  shoulders  the  blame  would 
fall  if  by  a  recrudescence  of  this  blood- 
thirsty superstition  all  these  men  had, 
been  sacrificed.     EeeoUect,  there  is  but>. 
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step  from  the  recrudescence  of  MahcUsm 
to  the  absolute  destniction  of  every  white 
man  from  north  to  south  of  the  Soudan. 
Th&t  was  the  problem  Lord  Kitchener 
had  to  face.  All  that  could  be  done  by 
successful  fighting,  by  brilliant  feats  of 
arms,  by  undaunted  courage,  had  been 
d6ne,  and  for  the  moment  the  forces  of 
the  Khalifa  were  shattered  and  flying. 
He  had  still  to  deal  with  that  more  subtle 
malady  chronic  in  the  Soudan— the  super- 
stitious malady  which  easily  believes  in 
the  prophetic  mission  of  some  blood- 
thirsty pretender  to  religious  eminence, 
a  belief  which,  when  it  once  gains 
h^ad,  can  only  be  crushed,  as  we  have 
crushed  it,  at  a  vast  cost  of  life,  labour, 
atid  money.  I  can  hardly  imagine  the 
ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  the  member  for 
ftiontrose  having  to  take  a  decision  in 
face  of  the  living  reality  with  which  he 
had  to  deal;  but  if  I  can  imagine  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  being  told  after  the 
fw  of  Khartoum  that  he  had  to  choose 
between  the  disinterment  of  the  Mahdi's 
body  on  the  one  hand  and  with  it  the 
destruction  of  the  superstition  which  the 
Mahdi  created  over  a  vast  area  of  the 
Soudan,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  a  possible 
recrudescence  of  the  difficulties  from 
which  we  have  suffered  so  much,  and  as  a 
consequence  of  those  difficulties  the 
probable  destruction  of  men  of  our  own 
blood  and  country  who  had  served  us  long 
And  well,  and  whom  we  had  left  there  in 
the  midst  of  an  alien  population  to  brin^ 
to  them  the  blessings  of  peace  ana 
civilisation — if,  I  say,  I  could  conceive 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  having  to 
decide  thi^n  and  there  what  line  he  would 
tal:6, 1  greatly  doubt  whether  his  policy 
wotdd  nave  widely  differed  from  that 
Libtd  Kitchener  adopted. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY:  I  would  have  rc: 
turned  the  remains  to  the  ground. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  right  hon. 
Gtentleman  says  he  would  have  put  the 
remains  in  the  ground  again,  and  possibly 
that  might  have  been  a  better  course ; 
but  let  it  be  remembered,  when  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  talks  as  if  these  bones 
had  been  tossed  with  every  circumstance 
of  ignominy  into  the  first  receptacle  that 
could  be  found  for  them,  that  that  was 
not  the  case.  There  were  no  circum- 
stances of  ignominy,  and  from  such  infor- 
mation as  I  have  obtained  I  learn  that  no 
such  impression  of  ignominy  was  pro- 


duced on  the  native  population.  I  believe 
that  anything  in  the  nature  of  cremation, 
which  to  other  ideas  would  probably  huve 
been  more  desirable,  would  have  been 
regarded  by  them  as  the  last  insult  that 
could  have  been  offered,  but  as  I  am 
informed  what  was  actually  done  had  no 
such  result.  But,  after  all,  the  distinctioa 
does  not  appear  to  be  so  great  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  supposes,  and  even  were 
it  greater  than  it  is  are  we  in  a  debate 
intended  to  do  honour  and  confer  reward 
for  long  years  of  faithful,  responsible,  and 
anxious  service,  carried  out  under  uneoc- 
atnpl6d  difficulties  with  unexampled  skill, 
to  dwell  at  this  disproportionate  length 
upon  what,  even  in  tne  corrected  view  <rf 
the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman,  would  appear  to 
have  been  a  mere  error  of  judgment  1  I 
hope  I  have  in  the  argument  I  have 
developed  said  something  which  wiU  aot 
only  bring  back  the  discussion  to  its  tFue 
proportion,  but  will  also  show  that  in  the 
course  he  adopted  Lord  Kitchener  was 
animated  by  none  of  those  mean,  con- 
temptible motives  too  rashly,  and  surely 
most  foolishly,  attributed  to  him.  Sir, 
riffhtly  or  wrongly — as  I  believe,  rightly 
>-^e  took  a  general  survey  of  the  whole 
situation  in  the  Soudan  as  he  found  it^ 
and,  with  the  tremendous  responsibility  on 
his  shoulders  of  seeing  that  the  lives  of 
our  officers  left  there  in  command  of 
Soudanese  troops  were  not  again  to  be 
sacrificed  as  too  many  lives  have  in  the 
past  been  sacrificed,  he  took  a  decision, 
not  one,  I  well  believe,  agreeable  to  him- 
self, but  dictated  by  a  high  sense  of  h^ 
duty  to  the  country  he  served  and  to  tUe 
country  of  which  he  was  the  conquerori^ 
I  hope  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
who  I  fully  recognise  has  performed  a 
task  which  to  himself  must  have  been  ex-i 
tremely  disagreeable  with  all  moderatiofi^. 
will  feel  that  enough  has  been  said  upon 
this  topic  and  that  we  may  with  every 
advantage  now  proceed  to  the  terminati(Mi 
of  the  mscussion  and  a  decision  on  thie 
Vote. 

Mr.  C.  p.  SCOTT  (Lancashire,  Leigh)  : 
If  there  is  one  thing  more  deplorable, 
than  another  in  connection  with  the 
perpetration  of  these  barbarities  by  an 
army  commanded  by  a  British  general, 
that  is  that  they  should  be  defended  by 
the  Leader  of  the  House.  The  excuse 
which  has  been  made  amounts  to  this, 
that  because  wo  were  making  use  ofr 
barbarous  instruments  We  therefore  must; 
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have  recourse  to  barbarous  methods.  The 
country  ought,  in  view  of  the  further  use 
of  Soudanese  troops,  to  know  that  such  is 
the  consequence  of  the  employment  of 
savage  troops  in  the  service  of  the  British 
Grovernment.  The  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion has  admitted  that  there  are  two 
grave  matters  which  we  ought  justly  to 
consider  in  connection  with  this  Vote : 
one,  the  treatment  of  the  tomb  and 
body  of  our  dead  enemy,  and  the 
other  the  treatment  of  our  wounded 
enemies  on  the  field  of  battle. 
My  right  hon.  friend  has  said,  and  justly 
said,  that  as  far  as  the  British  troops  are 
concerned  no  very  grave  charges  of  in- 
humanity had  been  brought  against 
them.  I  hold  and  believe  that  that  is 
the  case,  although  there  were  isolated 
cases  of  inhumamty,  established  on  their 
own  testimony,  as  some  of  them  have 
written  letters  on  the  subject  which  have 
been  published  in  this  country.  I  think 
that  even  in  these  isolated  cases  things 
were  done  which  we  must  all  regret.  But 
there  is  a  far  graver  question,  and  that  is 
the  conduct  of  those  native  troops  on  whom 
we  largely  relied  in  this  campaign  and 
upon  whom  we  have  apparently  come  to 
entirely  rely  in  order  to  hold  the  country. 
No  one  can  suppose  that  this  is  a  plea- 
sant subject  to  raise  in  this  House,  or 
that  anyone  would  raise  it  out  of  light- 
ness of  heart  or  from  any  political  or 
party  motive;  and  the  leader  of  the 
House  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe 
that  in  speaking  of  it  I  am  not  actuated 
by  any  such  motives.  But  the  House  is 
entitled  to  know,  so  far  as  can  be 
known,  what  did  happen  in  regard  to  this 
grave,  this  terrible  matter.  I  do  not 
p^tend  to  be  able  to  lay  the  whole  facts 
before  hon.  Members — it  is  quite  impos- 
sible for  any  private  person  to  do  so — 
and  all  I  can  attempt  to  establish  is  that 
there  is  a  strong  case  for  inquiry,  and 
that,  in  face  of  the  facts  they  already 
knew,  the  House  should  not  be  asked  to 
confer  a  signal  mark  of  honour  and  favour 
in  respect  of  the  conduct  of  the  cam- 
paign until  it  has  caused  the  matter 
to  be  sifted  to  the  very  bottom. 
It  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the 
wounded  were  killed  in  the  course  of 
the  battle  of  Omdurman,  as  probably  they 
have  been  killed  in  every  battle  in  the 
Soudan  since  we  have  been  engaged  with 
this  savage  and  relentless  enemy.  No 
rational  man  would  for  a  moment  contend 
that  in  no  circumstances  is  it  justifiable 
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to  kill  a  wounded  man.  If  a  wounded 
man  has  arms  and  is  resisting,  or  shows 
clearly  that  he  intends  to  resist,  he  is  a 
combatant  just  like  any  other,  and  must 
be  treated  as  such  ;  but  when  the  wounded 
were  killed,  not  because  they  had  weapons 
and  show^  that  they  intended  to  use 
them,  but  simply  because  they  were  lying 
in  the  way  of  advancing  troops,  then  that 
is  taking  a  very  great  and  terrible  re- 
sponsibility, and  it  is  a  matter  which 
needs  to  be  hedged  round  with  the 
greatest  possible  care  and  precaution  by 
the  commander  of  the  force,  who  must 
make  the  utmost  possible  effort  to  let 
the  troops  understand  clearly  what 
is  expected  of  them,  to  prevent 
them  going  beyond  the  border-line  of 
what  is  an  extremely  slippery  slope,  and 
who  must  also  take  care  that  there  is  a 
sufficient  supply  of  officers  thoroughly  in- 
structed in  their  duty  to  restrain  the  very 
unruly  and  barbarous  material  under 
their  command.  Was  that  done  on  this 
occasion?  Sufficient  proof  that  it  was 
not  done  can  bo  brought  before  the 
House.  When  I  some  time  ago  asked 
what  orders  were  given  I  was  informed 
that  no  orders  were  given  on  that  occasion 
different  from  those  given  on  other  occasions. 
That  does  not  carry  us  very  much  further, 
and  we  have  not  been  able  to  learn  what 
were  the  orders  or  what  was  exactly 
expected  of  the  officers  and  of  the  troops. 
We  ought  to  know.  I  believe  it  is  tne 
fact  that  no  general  order  was  given  in 
regard  to  the  treatment  of  the  wounded. 
That  has  been  stated  by  General  Gatacre, 
and  that  fact  is  part  of  my  complaint. 
An  order  ought  to  have  been 
given,  remembering  the  troops  that 
were  employed  and  what  had  oc- 
curred on  previous  occasions.  But  that 
some  orders  were  given  was  proved  by 
statements  in  the  private  letters  of  our 
own  soldiers,  and  although  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  take  the  word  of  these  men — 
many  of  whom  are  not  men  of  education, 
and  are  not  used  to  weigh  their  words 
very  carefully — as  to  the  exact  nature  of 
the  order,  this,  at  least,  emerges  as  abso- 
lutely certain,  that  even  our  own  soldiers 
did  not  understand  clearly  that  they  were 
to  discriminate,  as  they  ought  to  dis- 
criminate, between  a  wounded  enemy 
who  was  dangerous  and  another  who  was 
not.  The  House  should  remember  that 
the  letters  from  which  I  am  about  to 
quote  extracts  were  written,  not  for  any 
ulterior    purpose,   but  simply  as  repre- 
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senting  the  impression  produced  upon  our 
troops  by  the  orders  they  had  received. 
Lieutenant  Fison,  presumably  a  man  of 
education,  wrote  : 

"Previous  to  the  a^lvance  the  Sirdar  had 
issued  orders  that  all  wounded  dervishes  passed 
over  had  to  be  killed." 

Private  Pendlebury,  of  the  Lancashire 
Fusiliers,  wrote: 

"  The  order  was  to  bayonet  every  one,  dead 
or  alive,  as  we  passed  tlieni." 

Private  Barlow,  of  the  same  regiment, 
wrote  : 

"  As  we  ailvanced  we  were  ordered  to  kill 
all  the  wounded  that  we  met." 

Then  a  soldier,  in  his  diary,  pul)lished  in 
the  Birmingham  Argu.%  said — 

"The  order  was  given  that  all  wounded 
dervishes  met  >\'ith  were  to  ]je  shot  or 
bayoneted  "  ; 

while  the  Chronicle  thus  quoted  a  letter 
from  a  private  soldier  : 

"  Before  the  battle  began  they  gave  the 
order  out,  and  as  we  advanced  they  were  lying 
underneath  the  bushes.  You  ought  to  have 
seen  the  men  Imyonet  tliem." 

The  Weatmin^ter  Gnzftte  quoted  the  follow- 
ing from  a  soldier's  private  letter — 

**  After  the  battle  we  advanced  over  the 
battlefield,  when  we  had  to  walk  over  the  dead 
and  wounded  enemy.  All  the  enemy  who 
were  wountle<l  were  quickly  Ijayoneted." 

From  such  perfectly  spontaneous  testi- 
mony the  House  must  conclude  that  at 
least  there  was  a  xcry  considerable 
negligence,  a  very  considerable  want  of 
precision,  a  very  marked  want  of  fore- 
thought, on  the  part  of  those  who  should 
have  thought  of  the  wounded  on  the 
battlefield.  I  hope  the  time  will  never 
come  when  the  House  will  idly  treat  this 
matter,  and  think  that  because  we  are 
waging  war  with  barl>arous  enemies,  who 
would  give  no  quarter  if  they  were 
victorious,  wc  should  treat  them  when  they 
are  defeated  after  their  own  barbarous 
methods  and  refuse  them  the  privileges 
we  would  grant  to  a  civilised  enemy  in  simi- 
lar circumstances.  I  am  willing  not  only  to 
admit  but  to  claim  that  there  were  on  the 
part  of  our  own  troops  many  cases  of 
signal  humanity,  and  that  many  dervishes 
who  sho\ve<l  that  they  had  thrown  away 
their  weapons  were  allowed  to  pass  harm- 
less through  the  British  lines ;  but  that 
fact  does  not  do  away  with  the  other  evi- 
dence of  acts  which  all  must  regret.  But 
what  was  the  impression  produced  upon 
the  native  troops  by  the  orders  that  were 
given,  and  what  was  their  conduct  1    If 

VOL.  LXXIL      [Fourth  Skriks.] 


it  is  the  case  that  we  are  to  depend 
almost  exclusively  upon  these  bhick  troops, 
the  conduct  of  these  men  in  the  field 
becomes  a  very  serious  matter,  and  so  also 
does  the  question  of  how  they  are  to  bo 
restrained  from  pursuing  their  natural 
instincts  of  brutality  and  barbarism.  As 
to  their  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Omdur- 
man,  the  only  evidence  obtainable  is  that 
of  officers  and  correspondents  who  were 
present.  The  first  that  I  will  quote  is 
Mr.  Cross,  who  died  shortly  afterwards 
from  the  effects  of  enteric  fever  in  the 
Soudan.  He  was  a  very  brave  and  very 
trustworthy  witness.  Mr.  Stevens,  in  his 
book  on  the  Soudan  campaign,  has  described 
him  as  "  quiet,  gentle,  patient,  brave, 
sincere — the  type  of  an  English  gentle- 
man." Such  a  man  was  not  likely  to 
bear  false  witness  in  a  matter  in  which 
the  reputation  of  his  own  country  was 
concerned.     But  he  said  : 

"It  was  about  8.15  when  the  fi^jht  at  the 
zareba  was  over,  and  about  nine  o'clock  orders 
were  given  for  the  zareba  to  lie  opened  and  a 
general  a<lvance  made  in  the  direction  of 
Omdurman.  One  of  the  chief  featiu-es  of  this 
advance  was  the  conduct  of  the  black  camp 
followei"s,  who  hurried  out  in  front  of  the  lines 
and  ha.stily  loote<l  the  dead  and  wountle<l. 
They  took  good  care  that  the  latter  were  soon 
numbered  mth  the  former.  It  was  a  shameful 
sight  to  see  them  shooting  down  the  stricken 
tlervishes  at  such  close  quarters  that  many  of 
the  bodies  were  set  on  fire,  and  the  smell  of 
burning  flesh  was  addeil  to  the  horrors  of  the 
I  battleiield.  So  wireless  were  they  in  their 
I  shooting  that  one  ran  as  much  risk  of  Ixjing  shot 
I  by  them  during  the  advance  as  by  the  enemy. 
j  At  least  four  men  in  the  Warwicks  were  struck 
by  these  reckless  shooters,  who  continued  their 
grisly  task  throughout  the  day,  stripping  oft* 
the  jibbehs,  rifting  the  pockets,  and  gathering 
sheaves  of  spears  and  swords.  Many  a  jibbeh 
which  will  l>e  exhibited  in  triumph  after  this 
campaign  has  been  bought  at  the  price  of  the 
life  of  a  wounded  man.  In  a  few  cases  a  re- 
volver was  necessary  in  self-defence,  but  the 
i  wholesale  slaughter  that  was  carried  on  b}^ 
the  blacks  was  indefensible." 

I  That  sta,tement  relates  only  to  the  black 
camp  followers,  but  some  precautions 
ought  to  have  been  taken  to  keep  these 
in  hand  and  prevent  their  blocxlthirsty 
and  brutal  instincts  l)ringing  discredit  on 
the  army.  I  asked  a  <[uestion  on  this 
matter,  and  was  promisecl  an  answer,  but 
none  has  been  given.  Lord  Kitchener 
having  never  referred  to  that  part  of  the 
subject.  If,  however,  it  is  only  a  matter 
of  camp  followers  it  would  be  a  compiira- 
tively  small  matter,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  is  very  far  from  being  the  case.  Mr. 
Maxwell,  the  special  correspondent,  after 
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was  present  throughout  with  the  native 
brigtides.     He  said  : 

"  After  attack  on  zareba  the  fire  zone  was 
scattered  \\ith  dead  and  dying  derWshe^. 
When  the  force  advanced  in  ecJulon  of 
brigjides  from  the  left  the  liritish  brigades 
hapi»ened  to  imss  over  ground  which  was 
pnicticjilly  clear  of  boilies,  Init  the  natives  of 
Maxwell's  brigiule,  whom  I  accompanied, 
marched  in  a  bromlish  formation  (culumn  of 
double  companies)  across  that  iMirt  of  the 
ground  where  the  attack  hjul  been  ino«t  of  all 
pressed  home.  ...  I  nxle  out  of  the 
ZiireUi,  just  ahead  of  this  native  brigade,  in 
order  to  look  at  some  of  the  dervLshes.  1  trotted 
out  slowly,  but  innnediately  found  myself 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  these  men  in 
my  rear,  and,  turning  round,  I  saw  tliat  the 
front  ranks  of  Maxwell's  brigade,  in  a  fairly 
well-presen-ed  formation,  were  shooting  inile- 
pendently — i.e.  each  man  shooting  as  he 
thought  good — at  dead  and  dyinij  ilerviBlies. 
I  turned  round,  and  came  m  circuitou>ly 
behind  the  ranks,  and  went  across  the  Aeld 
with  them  till  I  was  sick.  Men  dropped  out 
of  the  ranks  here  and  there  and  potted  men 
who  were  dying  and  then  striped  them. 
They  as  a  rule  before  stripping  them  both  shot 
and  bayoneted  them,  to  make  sure  they  were 
deiid.  If  any  heap  of  dervishes  was  m  the 
way,  four  or  five  men  would  tire  a  volley  before 
api)n)aching  it.  One  or  two  of  the  wounded 
screamed  and  crawled  up  and  begged  to  be 
let  otr,  and  ttiat  wiis  excruciatingly  heart- 
rending to  see,  because  the  Soudanese  then 
jabl)ed  them,  with  a  noisy  laugh.  I  stopj^ed 
abtmt  tiftoen  to  twenty  minutes,  and  I  umst 
have  seen  a  great  many  men  killed  like  that  in 
that  time.  Hchind  the  ranks  came  a  fringe  of 
camp  followers,  who  were  shooting  ami  lootiiij; 
everj' where,  and  who  positively  maile  it  danger- 
ous to  be  anywhere  near  them.  They  over- 
burdened themselves  with  all  sorts  of  loot, 
which  they  <lragged  otr  the  dead  der\'i8heH.  1 
saw  no  single  live  dervish  at  any  point  within 
300  or  400  yards  of  the  ground  over  which  Slax- 
weirs  brigade  advanced  after  they  had  ixissed 
by.  I  tjilk  solely  of  what  happened  under  my 
own  na^e,  and  I  only  speak  ol  those  things  of 
the  occurrence  of  which  I  am  as  positive  as 
that  I  breathe.  You  may  say  that  it  was 
necessiiry  for  the  safety  of  the  udvaucinc 
troops.  That  is  a  matter  for  discussion.  1 
only  mention  the  fact  that  from  about  8.15  to 
alxmt  9  iiract it-ally  the  whole  of  the  front 
ranks  of  Slaxwell's  brigade,  with  whom  I  was, 
were  engaged  close  by  me  in  shooting  and 
K-iyoneting  every  wounded  man  they  sjiw ; 
that  I  saw  some  fall  out  of  the  ranks  to  do  so, 
and  driven  liack,  non-commissioned  ufticers 
swearing  at  them,  \-c.,  and  that  behind  there 
was  a  crowd  of  cxcitetl  camp  followers  doing 
what  I  have  R:iid.  I  left  these  natives  at 
abcmt  vS.40.  jiml  hmIc  eastwards  towards  the 
river.  The  shooting  went  on  just  as  much  for 
the  next  twt'Uly  minutes  at  least  some  half- 
mile  to  my  riglU  retir,  but  I  wtus  not  actually 
with  them  then. 

"  Alter  the  second  phase  «»f  the  battle,  which 
you  know  alK>ut,  1  wjis  with  Lewis's  brigade. 
These  were  formeil  at  one  time  at  right  »ingles 
to  MatHlonalds.  SubKefjuently  the  two  lirigiulcH 
were  in  line,  with  their  backs  towards  the 
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river,  and  in  tInU   fu  mint  ion  tUfty  tulvaneeil  i  wrotchcd  wouiidod  men  e  raw  I  i  Tig  dowti  fit 


westwards,  when  the  atUck  liad  lMjeiiTt'i>elled, 
for  a  dialanco  of  alx>tit   IJ   uiile.       All  thk 

S round  was  tliickly  covored  with  dea<l  and 
ying  rlervinheH.  I  ftt^conipanit'd  Lowib's 
hripide,  I  WJLH  tJhc^uJder  to  shoulder  l>e' 
tween  tuo  ktttaliun.H,  who  \\tTe  dt;p]uyed 
in  the  firing  Imw  tliroiighoot,  Thero 
waM  no  eonceivahle  rejiwn  for  *?xeit*?Tiiynt  or 
an^ry  forttcity  on  the  part  of  the  men.  They 
had  never  heeti  in  any  dimmer  ho  long  a8  they 
wont  on  J? hooting,  and  thuy  knew  it.  There- 
fore til  ere  wa.s  no  excuse  for  the  wav  they 
hehnved  when  we  passed  over  the  gronml  when 
everythin'.f  was  over.  When  there  were 
thick  clumps  of  Iwniies  [n^  there  were  re- 
peatedly j  in  our  way  the  regiments  were  halted 
and  made  U^  lire  a  volley.  Except  for  that. 
I  heiird  no  order  to  kill  the  wounded.  It 
wasn't  neefs.<ary,  for  the'^e  men — and  I  noti<^ed 
the  h">th  liattalion  ej-peeially  fell  oot  of  the 
ranks  in  onlerto  stalk  wouriiletidervLsheP,  and 


t!io  I'iito  of  some  300  or  100  yards  a  day, 
and  crawling  acroay  the  river  without 
aoyone  to  help  thom.  Even  a  week  after 
that,  ho  went  on  to  thti  battlefield  again, 
and  there  some  of  these  wretched  nu*n 
were  stOl  Kiutteritig  these  agonies.  I  think 
that  is  a  terriMe  atate  of  things,  for 
these  men  were  not  just  a  few  here  and 
there  isolated  cases,  but  the  correspjn- 
dents  who  went  out  a  week  after  the 
Imttle  saw^  hundreds  of  these  poor  men  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  crawling  alioiit  and 
trying  to  get  what  little  shelter  they 
could  fimi,  and  they  were  doing  their  best 
to  siistaifi  life.  Conaidering  that  a  single 
steamer   \vouJd    have    sufficed    to    have 


saw  red  and  wouldn't  stop  — paid  no  attention, 
I  8aw  an  olHeer  hit  a  man  with  the  llai  of  hi8 
Kword  for  this,  I  went  and  kicked  one  myi*elf 
hack  into  the  ranks,  because  it  was^n't  tolerable 
to  8ee.  Thii*  went  on  till  about  twelve  o'clock, 
and  then  the  order  to  cujlhc  lire  \vas  jjjiven.  I 
don't  Hi>eak  of  any  other  brigades,  iiecause  J 
was  only  clof^e  with  these  two  at  those  times^ 
antl  it  was  not  poHf^ihle  Uy  pve  evidence  which 
is  absolutely  indubitable  tn  every  detail  unless 
you  are  quite  dose." 

Now  I  vontiire  to  say,  lifter  auch  a  narra- 
tive with  regartl  to  the  conduct  of  these 
troops,  no  one  could  possibly  defend  deeds 
of  that  kind.  Every l*ody  must  regiet 
such  conduct,  and  everylaxly  uuist  feel 
that  things  of  this  kind  coidd  only 
happen  if  the  whole  of  our  Sudanese 
warfare  wits  thoroughly  rotten,  and  if  the 


,   ,  .    ,    ,  ,  ,   ,       .     ,       lirought  all  these  men  to  Omihu*man»  1 

ereptupjelnnd   them  and  potted  them  m^^t^^^^^    think  it  is  deplorable  that  a  steamer   was 
small  nf  tile  neck^  tJtncers  ^^wore,  out  tue  men  -  i     ^        i  -  i    .»    . 

not  set  aside  tor  this  purpose,  and  that  a 

more  systematic  and  organised  effort  was 
not  made  to  bring  these  men  lutek  and 
properly  provide  for  them.  I  iiiiked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
AH'airs  whether  he  considered  that  these 
men  should  1m3  treated  on  the  same  temis 
aa  the  woun<led  soldi  era  of'civilised  ai  niies, 
and  whether  the  convention  as  to  the 
conduct  of  war  did  not   provide  that  the 


wounded  of  all  nations  should  la?  brought  in. 
The  right  boii.  (Tentleiuan  replied  that  as 
much  as  possible  shonbl  Ite  done  in  that 
directior^  biU.  ray  complaint  is  that  it  was 
not  done  in  this  case.  Many  of  the 
steamers  I  kuow^  were  wanted  for  other 
purposes,  but  I  think  the  claims  of 
htmiaJiity  ought  to  have  come  before  these 


gi^neral  iJi  charge  of  the  tiT*ops  had  given    utber  necessities,  and  at  least  one  of  the 
Up  any  attempt  to  restrain  this  kind  of  ,  steamers  might  have  lieen  spared  to  bring 


excesses.  At  any  rate,  I  think  that  this 
House,  Ix^foro  it  is  cat  lei  I  upon  to  give  the 
Vote  which  it  is  now  asked  to  give,  is 
entitled  to  have  these  matters  sifted  to  the 
bottom,  that  it  is  entitled  to  know  who  is 


succour  to  these  miserable  men.  I  should 
not  have  taken  advantage  of  this  occasion 
to  bring  forward  this  subject,  and  I  should 
have  been  glad  to  liave  brought  itforv^ird 
earlier   upon    the    Supplementary    Esti- 


responsible  for  these  things,  and  to  have  '  mates  for  the  service  in  the  Soudan,  but 
some  assiu-ance,  in  the  words  of  the  Leader 


■    trcj 


of  the  Opposition,  that  every  possible  pre- 
caution will  be  taken  in  the  futiue  that 
unhappy  events  of  this  kind  shall  not 
happtm  again.  There  is  one  other  matter 
which  I  think  is  almost  m  pfdnftil  iis  the 


I  was  told  that  it  could  not  then  be  raised 
because  Lord  Kitchener  was  ncjt  |mid  out 
of  those  Estimates;  and  I  was  told  that  this 
was  the  stage  when  the  matter  might  be 
brought  forward,  l>ecatise  Lord  Kitchener, 
as  the  Siixlar,  was  paid  out  of  Egyptian 


treatment    of    the    wounded    upon    the  \  and  not  out  of  British  money*     I  think  I 


itlefield,  and  that  is  the  failure  to  | 
^  ng  them  adeqitate  succour  when  the 
Ibattle  was  over.  I  am  aware  that 
eomething  wiis  done,  but  it  was  cjuite 
insutiicient,  to  bring  huccour  to  the 
wounded,  Lieutenant  ChuiLbill  has  des- 
cribed how,  three  days  after  the  battle,  he  |  of  a  scries  of  conflicts  with  savage  enemies 
went  over   the    field    aud    found    these  i  as    fierce    probably    as    those  we    were 
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have  at  least  shown  that  there  is  matter 
here  for  the  gravest  possible  consideration 
of  this  House.  We  are  probably  now 
only  at  the  beginning  and  not  at  the  end 
of  our  Sontlanese  troubles.  I  believe 
that   we   are  probably  at   tlie  beginning 
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engaged  in  upon  this  occasion.  This 
is  of  vitiil  imp^rt^inee  in  the  future  when 
we  are  employing  troops  which  are  not 
our  own,  nml  not  animated  by  thti  tradi- 
tions of  the  British  Amiy,  and  which  are 
probably  very  much  under-oHiciHcd  by 
white  officers.  Therefore  it  is  of  the  most 
vital  conse«iuence  that  steps  {should  be 
tidcen  which  will  render  it  inijiosaible  that 
things  of  this  kintl  shall  hapixjn  again, 
I  shall  perhaps  l»c  told  that  L  am  attack- 
ing the  honour  of  the  British  Array,  but 
I  do  not  think  ihat  the  huituur  of  the 
British  Army  has  anything  to  fear  from 
an  investigation  uf  the  facts  as  to  what 
was  done  on  this  occasion,  or  upon  any 
other  occasion.  I  do  think,  however, 
that  we  should  take  great  care  that 
nothing  shall  be  done  at  any  future  time 
whU'h  may  l>ring  discredit  upon  our  arms. 
I  claim  that  none  uf  us,  at  least  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  Jtre  call(*d  upon  ttJ  vote 
for  this  grant  until  this  matter  has  been 
sifted  to  the  imttom,  and  until  it  has 
been  shown  that  we  have  some  guarantee 
that  the  deeds  which  followed  the  battle 
of  Omdurman  wi!l  not  fxcur  in  the 
futm^e, 

*LoRD  CHiU^LKS  BEKESFOHD 
(York) :  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  why 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Lejirlcr  of  the 
House  wants  to  close  this  delmte  so  soon. 
This  questit>n  has  excited  gre^it  interest 
ill  the  country,  and  not  only  that, 
but  it  is  a  quest  ion  which  affects  tbe 
honour  of  the  British  Army.  1  should 
have  thought,  therefore,  that  my  right 
hon.  frienti  wc^uld  ha\e  rather  encouraged 
the  debate  on  this  matter  so  as  t»:>  have 
thoroughly  eleareil  up  the  tpiestion  ;  and 
ii  the  del«ite  goes  on  I  feel  jx^rfectly 
certain  that  Lord  Kitchener  will  bo  fomid 
to  have  done  the  right  thing  in  reganl  to 
this  question.  Now  the  twojMiints  which 
I  should  like  to  touch  upon,  aii<l  which  are 
interesting  the  country  so  much,  are  ihe^e  : 
AViis  it  necessary  to  disentomb  the  Mahdi, 
and  was  the  disentomlunrnt  done  in  an 
honourable  maimer  1  With  regard  t(»the 
second  point,  I  tjiutc  agiee  with  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Leader  of  the  House 
that  it  might  have  Wen  done  in  a  very 
much  lietter  manrier.  For  my  |Kirt,  1  should 
like  to  have  seen  the  remains  not  only 
tnhm  away  and  buried  somewhere  else,  but 
taken  away  with  some  sort  of  ceremony 
and  respect  for  the  (b-ad,  which  sentimerits 
overylxMly  ought  to  holfl.  That  is  the 
jKiiht  which  woke  up  tlm  British  public* 


because  the  chivalry  of  our  coxintry  do« 
not  like  to  think  that  the  remains  of  a  maQ 
who  had  fought  against  us  have  been  ti*eat^ 
with  some  sort  of  spite.  Then  there  t4 
another  point,  and  it  is  jis  to  the  manner 
in  w^hich  the  disentombment  "was  carried 
on.  I  w^as  very  glad  to  hear  the  right  hon* 
Gentleman  say  that  there  was  no  ««ilenee  or 
secrecy  aliout  it,  l»ut  that  it  was  done  pulK 
licly  by  the  men  under  Lortl  Kitchener's 
command.  As  far  its  the  act  of  dlsen- 
'  tombment  is  concerned,  I  am  certain  ihAi 
every  military  and  naval  man  depkirr«| 
the  way  in  wdiich  it  was  done,  for  it  vaii 
not  done  acconJing  to  oiu'  own  traflition* 
of  Eiiglish  chivalry.  Now  as  t^*  the  point 
whether  it  was  necessary,  ltcnieml>er, 
Lonl  Kitchener,  as  I  understand  it,  gave 
the  ortler  for  the  disentombment  of  the 
Mahili,  and  I  hold  most  strongly  that 
Loixl  Kitchener  w^as  aVis«>lutely  right  in 
giving  that  order,  and  I  will  endeavuur 
to  show  the  Committee  why,  if  hon. 
Members  w^ll  be  go^xl  enotigh  to  listen 
to  me*  Lord  Kitchener  gave  the 
order  for  the  <lisentombment,  but 
ho  did  n*)t  see  it  carried  out^  and  I  say 
that  they  did  not  carry  it  out  on  the  iine# 
which  the  British  people  desire  that  il 
shoukl  Vie  carried  out.  Lonl  Kit^^hencr, 
however,  takes  the  full  responsibility,  and 
by  so  doing  he  iulopts  ilie  old  chivalroua 
nietlioil  of  our  military  people— he  L-ikes 
the  full  resp<:msil>ility  of  all  that  happene^l, 
although  he  had  a]>sohitely  no  conneetinn 
with  the  way  in  wdiich  it  was  carried  out 
I  believe  that  Lonl  Kitchener  just  as 
much  regrnts  the  way  in  winch  hi^onlert 
were  carried  out  as  everybcnly  else  iloee 
who  has  studied  the  question.  Now,  aa 
to  the  point  of  necessity.  The  diseiv 
tombment  of  the  Mahdi's  remains 
was  necessfiiy  simply  to  secure  that 
there  should  lie  no  revivid  i»f  that  to- 
ligicais  fanaticism  which  undonl»ti^lly 
would  have  occurred  if  the  ttovemment 
had  allowed  the  Mahdi*s  remains  lo 
ivmaiii  where  they  were.  In  tfie  Kaj*l, 
when  once  the  MahomeUm  pe^jple  rnake 
a  holy  place,  or  make  a  saint  of  one  i*f 
their  leatlers,  his  t^mib  becomes  a  place  to 
which  they  go  for  the  purpose  of  niising 
fanaticism  in  the  tinier  that  nmy  follnw, 
and  every  I  Kxly  knows  that  that  i«  tbo 
case.  Now  I  wish  to  take,  most  respect- 
fully, isstie  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
mau  the  Member  for  Montrose  \ipon  thin 
point.  I  say  tins  with  great  respect  anil 
with  great  earnestness  that,  so  far  as  I 
am   judge  from   the  right   hun*  Iventlo- 
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man's  writings  and  by  his  teiiehings,  he  i  wag  only  one  man  in  history  who  even 
is  no  jndge  of  reb'gioiis  fanaticitim  what-  approached  the  atrofHt}*,  the  l>loo<ished, 
ever  I  say  this  i^ith  respect  l>ecaus6,  as  [  and  the  murders  that  went  on  in  the 
I  understand  what  he  has  written,  he  docs  j  8oudan  under  the  direction  of  the  Mahdi 
not  regard  religious  fanatieism  as  any-  i  and  the  Khalifa,  and  under  the  gtusc  and 
thing  that  can  ever  be  p>werful,  lK?cause  i  religion  of  the  Mahdi,  and  that  man  wm 


he  says  himself  that  he  does  not  under- 
stand the  question  at  all.  That  being  so 
I  canrnvt  jiecept  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
as  a  guide  «ls  to  what  should  he  done  to 
cheek  this  religious  fanaticism.  With 
reganl  to  the  reason  why  Lonl  Kitchener 


Ibrahim  P^ksba.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  M(»ntrose  ch/es  not 
believe  in  the  power  of  religiouii  fan  v 
ticism "^ 

iMr.  J.    MORLEY:   The    noble   Lord 


disentombetl  the  Mahfb,  the  P'irst  Lonl  of  >  cannot  have  retwJ  my  ^vritings,  or  else  he 
the  Treasury  htus  alreiwly  pointed  out  that 
half  his  army  were  old  Mahdists,  and  that 
was  a  very  important  point.  Remember 
that  these  men  and  the  Mahoruetjui  officers 
serving  under  Lonl  Kitchener  were  the 
men  who  went  to  Lonl  Kitchener  anrl 
proved  to  his  satisfaetion  that  unless  this 
false  religion  and  this  false  prophet  were 
proved  to  lie  false  these  risings  would 
continue,  and  they  told  him  that  the  only 
way  he  could  prove  it  wa.s  by  rlisentomV 
ing  the  Mahdi.  They  piinted  out  to 
Loixi  Kitchener  that  they  would  have  the 
greatest  difficulty  in  the  future  in  govern- 
ing the  Sotidan  if  this  were  not  done, 
lieeause  fanaticism  must  be  revived. 
Then  as  to  the  triljes.  Loni  Kitchener 
lias  not  had  very  eiu^v  work— and  he 
is  not  going  to  have  very  easy  work^ 
in  governing  all  these  tribes,  ^lost  of 
these  tril»e*  I  knew  myself  in  the  Soudan, 
and  they  have  all  l»een  nearly  decimated 
under  the  banner  of  iMahdisni.  You  may 
say  that  the  ^L^hdi  did  not  do  it,  but  the 
Khalifa  decimated  them  in  the  name  of 
the  teachings  of  the  Mahdi,  and  all  these 
trilws  would  naturally  wish  that  it  should 
l>e  prove<i  that  the  Sfahcli  himself  was  a 
false  pro])lict,  anil  that  cnuld  unly  be  *lone 


would  have  seen  that  faimticism  was  one 
of  the  things  I  have  written  most  about. 

*LoKi>  CHARLES  BERESFORD:  I  un- 
derstood the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  argue 
that  religious  fanaticism  was  so  absurd 
that  he  could  not  admit  its  power,  Irut  I 
am  not  a  litem ry  man.  Let  mo  give  an 
instance  of  religious  fanaticism  which 
wcurred  when  I  was  in  the  S<iudan, 
There  was  a  great  sheikh  captured,  atrd 
he  was  brought  into  the  presence  of  a  dis- 
tinguished general  who  questioned  him 
about  the  Mahdi.  The  general  said  to 
hmi,  "Is  tin's  man  a  man  of  Gixl  ? " 
*' Certainly,"  replied  the  sheikh.  **  And 
how  do  you  know  1 "  asked  the  general, 
and  the  sheikh  answered,  "BtMjiuse  he 
performer!  miracles."  *'^  r)(>es  he  T "  asked 
the  general  "  What  miracles  has  he  per- 
formed lately  T'  "Well,  he  came  down 
to  Khartotnn  and  he  wanted  to  go  to 
Omdurman  and  he  had  no  boat.  He 
prayed,  and  an  alligator  came  up  out  of 
the* Nile  and  carried  him  to  Omdnrman.'' 
"And  did  you  see  it  C*  asked  the 
general  **01i,  no,"  replied  the  sheikh; 
"but  all  the  people  told  me,  anrl  they  saw 
it,"     That    man    aetuallv    l>elieved    this 


by  disentonilviiig  him,     (hi   the  one  side  ,  story.     But  there  is  a  comic  side  to  this 


I  riutii-ely  sympathise  with  the  Hght  hon. 
Gentleman's  views  in  respect  to  the 
treivtment  of  the  deiul ;  but,  after  all,  it  is 
only  a  theory  and  a  sentiment.  On 
the  other  sirle,  however,  you  have 
the  hard  pnictical  fju^t  that  this 
laujiticism  would  rise  again  if  this 
was  not  done,  because  the  jjeople  told 
Lord  Kitchener  so,  arid  they  wotdd  not 
have  told  him  so  had  they  any  doubt  in 
their  own  minds  as  to  whether  in  the 
future  ihi?^  man  might  not  bc»  regarded  as 
attaint  in  this  holy  phice.  There  is  nothing 
in  history  that  \  have  ever  reafl  th^it 
can  »-'Xeecil  the  hinmivi  ami  the  tcnnrs 
that  went  on  in  the  Simdan  Itefnre  the 
brilliant   victory  at  Omdurman,     There 


piestion,  for  the  gencnil  happened  to  have 
a  glass  eye,  and  he  said  to  the  sheikh,  *'  If 
I  take  out  one  of  my  eyes,  throw  it  up  in 
the  air,  catch  it,  and  put  it  back  again, 
don't  you  think  I  ought  to  l>e  a  Mahdi  V' 
*'  Yes,''  said  the  sheikh.  The  general  took 
out  his  glass  eye,  threw  it  up,  caught  it  as 
it  was  falling,  and  put  it  t>ack  again,  and 
the  shiekh  fell  on  his  knees  fnafore  him 
and  said,  *'God  is  great ;  you  must  be  the 
Mahdi."  I  quote  this  as  an  illustration 
of  what  I  mean  by  religiotis  fanaticism. 
Now,  the  right  hnn.  (ientleman  oity>osite 
is  in  a  very  peeuli:u'  pnsstitin  in  regard 
tn  this  questit»n,  and  he  ought  to  be 
CHTisistent.  The  right  hnr>.  Cientle- 
man     is     a     trustee     of      the      Bntish 
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Mufiouiii,    and    there    can    be    no   such  i  uricommonJy   good    financier.     For  thote 


object  lesson  with  regard  to  the  desecra- 
tion of  tombs  than  there  is  in  the  British 
Museum,  for  there  are  mummies  not  only 
of  distinguished  kings,  but  of  people  who 
were  worshipped  and  prayed  to  lis  gods 
in  the  old  days,  and  the  light  hon.  ijren- 
tieman  aa  a  trustee  of  the  museum,  is 
more  or  leas  responsible  for  that  state  of 
things.  I  wish  to  carry  out  this 
matter  to  its  logical  conclusion.  Suppose, 
a  thous.'ind  years  hence,  another  right  hon. 
Gentleman  of  the  same  views  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  may  be  in  the 
same  position;  he  would  think  nothiiig 
of  having  dug  up  the  Malidi,  and  liringing 
home  to  the  British  Museum  thoae 
remains  for  everybody  to  look  at.  I  do 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ought  to 
be  consistent  alx>ut  this  question.  If  you 
dig  lip  a  man  who  may  have  been  Inuied 
some  two  or  three  thousand  years  ago, 
you  may  pre.se i^^e  his  skull  as  a  relic  of 


reiwons  I  am  sorry  that  thei-e  should  huve 
l>een  one  word  brought  forwAnl  with 
regard  to  his  rjualificaticuis  for  the  gr»ci.»- 
fuJ  act  that  this  House  is  asked  to  nuike 
towaiMis  him.  On  the  other  hand,  I  am 
very  glad  indeed  that  the  subject  has 
been  brought  forward,  and  although  I 
differ  from  my  right  hoii.  friend  the 
Fii-Kt  Loiri  of  the  Treasury  as  to  tlr 
iwlvisability  of  fully  and  tlioroughi 
debating  this  question,  I  beli*n'e  that  the 
more  it  is  debat4?d  the  more  credit  an«l 
the  more  respect  will  be  given  to  tha 
great  tfeneral  who  uplield  our  honour  in 
the  Soudan. 

Mr.  LAIJOUCHERE  (Northampton): 
Hon,  Gentlemen  ojtposite  appear  to 
imagine  that  the  opfxisition  on  this  &id« 
tif  the  House  to  the  Vote  is  duo  aoleiy  l« 
certain  iMi'ts  that  were  done  by  I^ord 
Kitchener.     I  am  free  to  confess   that  if 


the  past;  but  if  you  dig  up  the  remains  of  I  the   wounded   at  Omdurman    h;wi    l»oea 

the  Mahdi,  you  are  doing  a  thing  that  is 

atrociotis.     With   regard   to   what    Lord 

Kitchener  did,  I  feel  perfectly  certain  that 

he  did  the   right   thing.     He  was  noble 

and  big  a}^K)Ut  it ;  it  was  not  done  in  the 


well  treated,  and  if  we  had  never  hcanl 
one  word  ai>out  the  Mahdi's  tomb  aod 
the  Miidhi's  body,  I  would  have  voted 
iigainst  this  grant.  It  seems  to  l>e  thoughl 
that  up  to  the  present  time,  when  agrnni 


way  that  ho  wished  it  to  Ije  done  ;  but  he  ,  has  Ijeen   proposed  for   some  successful 

General*  it  has  always  been  accepted  with 
acclaniation  by  the  House,  That  is  i 
mistake.  In  the  ease  of  the  grants  to 
Sir  Beauchamp  Seymour,  afterwards  Lorrf 
Aloester,  and  to  Lorxl  Wolseley,  I  chal- 
lenged a  Division  upon  them,  and  had  s 
small  measure  of  support  on  this  side  of 
the  House.  Will  any  hon.  GentlemAli 
tell  me  why»  in  the  name  of  grKHlnea^ 
when  a  public  servant  l)clonging  to  the 
Army  or  Navy  fulfils  his  duty  elbciently,« 
Vote  of  public  money  is  gmnted  to  him  \ 
Why  is  a  grant  never  offered  to  men  in 
the  Civil  Service?  Can  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  tcJl  mo  of  one  single  case  in 
which  any  great  statesman  or  promincfnt 
civil  servant  has  Ikk^u  granted, »'  his 


gave  the  order  and  ho  took  upon  himself 
the  whole  and  absolute  responsibility 
for  everything  that  was  done.  My 
right  hon.  frieufl  the  Leader  of  the 
House  alBo  mentioned  the  question  of 
revenge.  How  could  there  ))e  any  ques- 
tion of  revenge  ?  It  wtts  a  question  of 
sheer  political  necessity  for  the  future 
administration  of  the  Soudan.  If  we 
wanted  to  l>e  revengeful,  why  did  we  not 
imprison  the  Mahdi^s  two  sons  1  We 
took  them  prisoners,  l>ut  Loixl  Kitchener 
gave  them  land  and  lilm^i-ty  1»ecause  ho 
wished  U>  show  that  he  did  not  desire  to 
exhibit  vengeance  l>ut  symp-ithy  for 
them,  and  thus  show  respect  for  the  man 
who  hcul  ruled  the  country  for  so  many 


years.     In  some  rea|x'ets  I  am  soiTy  that  |  century,  a  \'otu  of  money  for  >  4 

this   question  luts  been  brought  forwanl  *  services  1    Arnl    yet    there     ha\  e     booo 

who 


in  the  way  it  hivs  although  I  l>elieve  that 
the  more  it  is  discussed  the  lietter  will 
people  see  that  nothing  has  been  done 
which  is  discreditable  to  the  great  General 
we  bad  out  there.  By  his  conduct  of  the 
opemtions  in  the  Soudan  Lord  Kitchener 
has  not  only  commanded  the  *ul miration 
of  *J1  of  us,  but  he  hcia  ;dso  commanded 
the  resjiect  of  every  single  nation  in 
Europe,  for  he  hiis  shown  himself  to  be  a 
brilliant  administrator  and  a  most 
h/rd  CJutrks  Bercsfurd, 


statesmen  who  have  ilone  acts  for  tho 
benefit  of  the  country  compared  Uy  which 
the  dee<ls  of  naval  and  mibtary  men  ware 
small.  Take  Egypt,  for  instance,  whers 
Lord  Cromer  has  distinguished  hiniself 
for  as  many  years  as  Lonl  Kitehenon 
and  has  done  quite  as  great  service 
to  the  country;  and  yet  no  one 
has  suggested  that  Lonl  Cromer 
should  be  given  a  grant  of  £30,000. 
(Cries  of  **  Divide,")    Unless  the  closore 
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is  put  on,  we  mean  to  cfiny  on  tbiH  diB- 
ciif^siori  for  Fomo  time,  and  hon»  Menilwrs 
oppo*<ite  may  safely  go  away  to  dinner, 
and  put  tfiemHelves  out  of  their  misery. 
I  can  perfectly  understand  that  in  8ueli  n 
C4i8e  as  rho  battle  of  Waterloo  or  the 
battle  of  Trafalgar,  on  which  the  fate  of 
the  entire  nation  might  depend,  yon 
might  vote  the  victorious  general  or 
admiral  a  9um  of  mone}'^ ;  l)Ut  that  is  one 
of  tho  exceptions  that  prove  the  rule.  I 
have  no  feeling  against  Lord  Kitchener, 
but  I  uontend  that  no  aueh  element 
entered  into  the  Soudan  cauipugn.  Be- 
sieges, there  waH  not  that  equality  between 
the  comlmtants  which  is  neco^isary  to 
make  a  gre^t,  important,  ai^i  serious  vic- 
tory, Tho  First  Lord  of  the  Trea^sury 
has  praised  Lord  Kitchener,  mid  I  am 
quite  willing  to  agree  to  everything  he 
said  in  regard  to  Lord  Kitrhener'n  mili- 
tary capacity.  But  I  ask,  does  the  First 
Lord  suppose  that  we  are  so  pwr  in 
generals,  that  if  the  task  hixd  been  given 
to  one  of  many  other  generals  he  could 
not  have  dom?  it  e(|Uidly  ^vt'll  aurl  effec- 
tually as  LonI  Kitehener  ?  I  warjt  to 
point  out  that  it  was  not  by  the  efforts  or 
by  the  genius  of  Lord  Kitchener  that  this 
victor}'  was  eftectoil,  but  because  he  had 
the  men  and  the  means  at  his  ^iisposal. 
The  task  was  not  exceedingly  ditheult 
from  a  militiiry  pfi»int  of  \new.  His 
objective  was  Omdurraan  ;  he  hfid  time 
and  means  at  his  disposal  ;  he  went  for- 
warrl  with  his  army ;  he  encountered 
no  serious  military  resistance  ail  the 
time  ;  and  naturally  he  arrived  at  his 
objective  p<>int.  I  have  always  olmerved 
that  when  some  deeil  of  arms  has  been 
done  the  Government  which  is  in  power 
at  the  time  invariably  takes  an  exaggerated 
new  of  it,  Ijccanse  they  consider  that  if 
the  deml  of  arms  is  creditalile  it  reflects 
some  special  honotir  on  themselves.  Lord 
Kitchener  has  already  lieeri  largely  bene- 
fited by  what  has  oicurred.  He  has 
been  ma<le  a  peer,  which  is  a  distinction 
I  do  not  myself  appreciate,  although  he 
may  ;  he  has  had  promotion,  and  he  will, 
whatever  occurs,  with  the  credit  due  to 
him,  have  a  g<xxl  billet.  We  were  told 
that  the  whole  Army  will  I'ejoice  at 
Loni  Kitchener  getting  this  mutiey ;  but 
it  does  seem  to  me  that,  if   von  have  an 


stitntion  has  been  wrecked.  This  halnt 
of  giving  grants  of  money  to  successful 
generals  is  exceptional  to  this  country. 
In  no  other  country  would  it  be  done. 
Take  America,  for  instance.  Admiral 
Dewey  has  covered  himself  with  honour, 
anil  I  saw  recently  in  an  American  news- 
paper that  a  subscription  had  been  organ- 
ise! 1  fur  him  ;  but  there  has  l>oen  no  idea 
or  thought  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment proposing  a  vote  of  money  for  him. 
Take,  again,  Major  Marc  hand;  the 
French  Government  do  not  intend  to 
reward  Major  Marchand  by  a  money 
grant.  But  by  marching  without  an 
array  through  a  country  peopled  by 
vast  numbers  of  savage  trd>es  he 
performed  a  more  distmguished  feat 
than  Lord  Kitchener  did  marching  with 
his  anny  to  OoiduiTnan.  [''  Oh  1  Oh  1 "] 
The  result  may  not  have  been  gi^e^iter, 
but  he  did  more.  It  seems  to  me  he  is  a 
V e r y  1  >  ra ve  m  a n .  I f  h  on.  Gentlemen  ripp  o- 
site  cainiot  hear  tho  name  of  Majij>r 
Marchand  mthout  muiTiiuring,  I  will  take 
the  name  of  tlie  hon.  Mendier  for  Land^cth. 
I  hold  that  that  huru  Gentleman  did  a 
g  reat e  r  f I  eed  l>y  ad  vai i  ci  j  ig  th  rough  al  1 1  h  ose 
forests,  with  a  few  men  under  him,  to  the  re- 
lief of  Emin  Piish^i,  than  Loix!  Kitchenerdid 
in  ailvaiicing  on  Omdurman.  ["  Oh  !  Oh  H 
Well,  that  is  my  opinion.  On  general 
grounds  I  shordtl  oppose  this  grant,  and  I 
am  periectly  consistent  in  doing  so, 
because  I  ha\'e  opjMJsed  grants  before 
now  to  -men  er|ually  distinguished. 
But  undoubtedly  there  are  special  reasons 
why  L<itnl  Kitchener's  grant  shoidrl  foe 
opposed.  There  is  tho  c^ise  oi  the 
wounded.  My  hon.  friend  behind  mo 
read  extracts  from  the  newspapers  in 
regard  to  the  killing  of  the  wounded 
Dervishes.  It  was  stated  that  if  tliey 
had  not  l>een  killcfl  they  would  them- 
selves have  killed  those  who  came  to  help 
lliem.  The  number  of  those  who  were 
killed  is  exceedingly  remarkal>le.  If  we 
acquit  the  English  soldiers  of  killing  the 
wminded,  yet  there  wore  a  large  mimber 
of  sav^iges  in  the  army  who  killed  the 
wounded  whenever  they  got  the  chance. 
Major  Stuart- Wurtley,  a  distinguished 
ofhcer,  wrote  an  article  in  Smbnrr's 
MutfurAne  in  regarfl  to  the  operations  of 
the  Arab  In'cgulars  which  he  commanded, 
that    suffered    largelv    from    the    These  Aral>8  were  ordered  by  the  Sirdar 


army 

climate  and  diseiisc,  you  woidd  do  far 
better  to  give  something  to  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  the  soldiers  who  died,  or 
those    who   survive   but  whose  con- 


to  clear  the  west  bank  of  the  Kile  in  onler 
to  enable  a  battery  of  howitzers  to  shell 
the  ^Iahdi*s  tomb,  and  to  clear  the  way 
for  the  entry  into  Omdurman.     How  did 
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these  Anil)  lnvgular.seoii<liK-t  thomsolves  ? 

AA'heii    iihont   r)00   yards    from   the  mud 

houses   they    halted,    and    aiter    a    few 

mi  mites  resumed  the  advance,   firing  all 

the  while.     Then   they  rushed  into  the 

houses   and    slaughtered   every    soul    in 

them.       That   was    not   an   account   by 

newspaper   correspondents,    hut   hy    the 

commander   himself.     The    fact    is   that 

this  is  a  constant  practice  in  African  wars  ; 

and  it  is  one  of  the  rciusons  why  so  many 

of  us  (Ml  this  side  of  the  House  specially 

object  to  those  Afncan  wars.     My  right 

hon.  friend  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 

said   he   hoped   that    what    cccurred   at 

Omdurman    would    be   a   lesson   to   our 

offic(u-s,  and  that  in  future  there  would 

not  be  the  same  destruction  of  wouiuUni 

men.     1  expressed  that  hope  in  ix^ganl  to 

the  Matabele  campaign  ;  but  in   vain.     I 

asked  "Where  are  the  wounded?"  and 

coul(  1  get  no  reply.  The  real  reason  was  that 

all  the  wounded  had  been   killed.     Until 

this   IIousi^  takes   very  serious  notice  of 

what  goes  on  in   these  wars,  oin*  officers 

will  find   it   ditlicult  to  restrain  savages. 

Whilt*    you  employ   siivages   al>ominable 

atroeities    will    take    place.     I    think   it 

would    have   been    nmch    better    if    the 

Mahdi's   ttmib  had    not  been  destroyed. 

It  is  not  the  habit  of  modern  nations  to 

destroy    any    monument   of   the   enemy. 

AVlu^n  lUucher,  on  the  occupition  of  Paris 

])y    the    Allies,   after    Waterloo,    wrote 

onlei-s  to  blow  up  the  Bridge  of  Auster- 

litz,  the  Duke  of  Wellington  interfered  to 

prevent  it.     Then,  alniut  the  body  of  the 

iNlahdi.      The    Fii*st   liOixl  siiid   that  the 

lu^iul  was  not  decapitated.     Very   likely 

th(i  head  was  not  cut  of!':  I  understand  it 

Wiis   simply    taken   fix^m   a    quantity    of 

bones,  and  that  the  rest  of  the  Inmeswere 

thrown  into   the   Nile.      The  right  hon. 

(JtMitleman  says  that  Wiusdone  decorously. 

Ihu.   1    cannot    undei^itand  how  you  can 

take   up  a  lot  of  bones  decorously,  and 

throw    them    into   the   river.     My  right 

hon.  frit»nd  (juoted  the  case  of  Cromwell, 

and  the   Irish   Members  on  that  occasion 

said  that  tlu»   Knglish  Government  were 

({uitt*  right.     The  only  ciise  I  remem])er 

which  is  (»xa('tly  on  all  fours  with  that  of  j 

the   Mahdi   is  that  of   Thcmias  a  Becket.  ; 

At    that  time  there  was  a  change  of  re-  I 

ligiiui,  and  there  hiul   been   large  pilgrim-  i 

ages  to  certain  shrines.      What  did  that 

uinnitigated   nitlian    Henry   VHI.    do? — I 

|*M)nlrr,   oidt'i'l     I    coiitVss   that   1  did 

nnt    think  anylMrtly   would  complain  if  I 

callcil     Henry     \"I11.      an     uinnitigated 

Mr.  Liihotu'hvir, 


ruffian.     Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  do  not 
like  us  going  on  with  this  debate ;  but  the 
longer  we  go  on  the  better  it  will  be, 
l^ecause     we    will  bring  home     to    the 
country   what  actually   did   take    place. 
Well,  Henry  VIH.  ordered  the  tomb  of 
Thomas  a  feecket  to  be  desecrated,  and 
his  remains  thrown  to  the  winds.     Every 
historian — even  Mr.  Froude,  who  had  a 
passion  for  Henry  VIH. — disapproved  of 
that  action.     Since   those   other  ruffians, 
the  cavaliers  of  Charles  H.,  rifled  Crom- 
well's  tomb  there  has  been  no  case  of  politi- 
cal desecration  in  this  country.     If  hon. 
]  Gentlemen   refer   to    The  Times  of   this 
I  morning  they  will  see  letters  protesting 
I  against  and  denouncing   the    desecration 
which  has  taken  place  in  a  certain  parish  in 
Southwark,  because  certain  corpses  have 
been  taken  up  to  be  buried   elsewhere. 
That  shows  how  strong  is  the  opinion  in 
this  country  in  regard  to  these  matters. 
I  say  again  it  was  a  most  unsoldierly  act 
on  the  part  of  Lord  Kitchener  to  dese- 
crate the   tomb  of  the   Mahdi,   and  to 
destroy     his     remains.       ["  Oh  !    oh  ! "] 
Whether  necessary  or  unnecessary,  it  was 
an  unsoldierly  act.     I  knew  when  I  said 
that  it  was  an  unsoldierly  act  a  good  many 
hon.  Gentlemen  would  say  "  Oh  !  oh  ! " 
I  laid  the  trap  for  them.     But  I  suppose 
they  would  accept  General  W^olseley  as  a 
proper  specimen   of   a  soldier,    and    Sir 
Henry  Brackenbury.    In  1873-74  General 
(then  Sir  Garnet)  Wolseley  advanced  to 
take  Coomassie.     His  military  secretary. 
Sir  H.  Brackenbury,  published  an  official 
narrative  of  what  took  place.     When  the 
army  reached  Coomassie  there  was  a  dis- 
cussion as  to  whether  it  was  desirable  to 
blow  up  and  to  destroy  the  monuments  of 
the  old    kings   of   Coomassie ;    and    Sir 
Henry  goes  on  to  say  that  "  the  rifling  of 
the  tombs  of  the  dead,  even  though  these 
dead   were   the    savage    ancestors    of    a 
Imrbarous  king,  is  an  act  that  does  not 
appeal  to  the  instinct  of  a  tnie  soldier." 
That  is  the  opinion  of  a  gentleman  who,  I 
think,  has  i\s  good  an  idea  jis  to  what  a 
good     soldier     is     as     any      gentleman 
on     that    side     of    the    House.      There 
is   nothing   new   in   this.      It   has    been 
the    opinion     of    civilisation    for    years 
and  years.     Charles  V.  was  a  soldier,  and 
what  did  he  say  when  it  was  proposed  to 
destroy  the  Ixxlies  of  the  Reformers  ?     He 
said :  "I  do  not  fight  with  the  (land  ;  I 
fight  with  the  living,"  and  he  would  not 
hav(^  anything  to  do  with   such  a  thing. 
What  are  the  pleas  that  are  put  forward 
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for  this  deBtniction  ot  the  Maluli  s  iiniiiiiJis 
The  First  Loid  of  the  Treasury   tokl  Ui? 
that   Lord    Kitchener     hekl    that    there 
would    he  pilgrimages  to  theyXomb,  and 
that  the  cult  of  the  Mahdi  woidu  continuo 
unless  these  remains  were  scattered  to  the 
winds,     I  should  imagine  myself  that  this 
action  with  regard  to  thi*  remains  would 
strengthen  ^'  pulilic  opiTiion  "  against  as.  i  1r^  free," 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  also  said  '  prophet, 
that  it  was  alisohuely  necessary,  btscaiise 
we  vt'^v*i  leaving  white  sohliers  there,  and 
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common    man.      He    was 

imagining  himi^elf  to   he 

wiiB  the  Sovereign   of  that  country  for  a 

considerable   num!»er   of  years.     He  had 

driven    out     the     Egyptians     fn>m    the 

country,    and  put  himself   at  the    hwwl 

of  those  men   who,   Mr.  Gladstone  said, 

were  ''bravo  men,  rightly  struggling  to 

As  to  his  pixitensions  to  be  a 

T    do    not     much     believe    in 

prophets    myself,     but     he    uiust    have 

f>eeu     regarded     by     his      people    as    a 

that  it  was  to  protect  their  lives  that  we  \  national  hem^  and  although    hiB  govern- 

put  an  etid  to  the  Mahdi "s  remains.    Now,  '  ment     was     had      he     Wius      a    patriot, 


does  aTiyone  suppose  that,  if  the  people  of 
the  S<iudaii  were  not  friglitened  by  the 
execution  we  did  on  thera,  they  would  be 
prevented  from  breaking  out  into 
rebellion  simply  because  of  the  fact  that 
the  remains  of  the  Mahrli  had  been 
thrown  away  and  his  tomb  rifled  I  The 
noble  LoflI  the  Member  for  York  said 
that  Lord  Kitchener  hiid  nol»]y  and 
honciiily  ktken  upon  himself  the  responsi- 
bility for  that  which  he  w^us  not  in 
reidity  responsible  for. 

♦Loud     CHAKLES     BERESFOKI)  : 


and  not  only  his  imme(h"ate  adherents 
but  the  country  must  have  been 
indignant  at  the  way  his  remains  were 
trcatcH^l.  The  nolile  Loitl  the  Memljer 
for  York  said  that  the  Mahili  was  a 
scoun<lrel  and  a  barbarian  ;  hut  he  should 
remember  that  this  scoundrel  and 
barbarian  had  built  up  a  great  city  in  his 
reign  in  which  there  were  10,000  p<»ople, 
not  in  any  way  connected  with  the 
Soudan,  pursuing  their  a\'ocation8  without 
let  or  hindrance.  The  desecration  of 
the  tomb  of  the  Mahdi  is  an  individual 
act    for   which    Lord    Kitchener    is    re- 


What  I  said  wa,s  that  Lord  Kitchener  hiifl  i  »F>isible,  and  if    we    vote    this   sum    of 

taken   the   responsibility    of  giving    the 

order,  although  he   was  not   responsible 

for  the  way  in  which  it  was  carried  out. 

The  way  in  which  it  was  carried  out  must 

have  been  us  repugnant  to  his  feelings  as 

to  those  of  the  hou.  Gentleman. 


fc^MR.  LABOUCHEKE  :  The  noble  Loi-d 

■Pnes    here    and    t^lls     us     that    Loid  i  ;;;^;;^;yf;]{;^^^ 

^Rltchener  pnvately  told  him  — — 

I    *' 

■   as8U 


♦Lord  CHARLES  BEEESFORD:  I 
assure  the  hon.  Meml>er  that  Loni 
Kitchener  has  never  told  me  annhing 
at  all.  I  said  so  distinctly.  I  did  not 
know  he  was  in  England. 

Mr,  LABOUCHERE  :  I  thought  the 
noble  Loi\l  said  so.  But  the  noble  Lord 
hjts  used  as  an  argument  that,  although 
Lord  Kitchener  officially  says  he  wfi.s 
responsible  for  the  way  the  orrlers  were 
carried  out,  he  was  not  in  reality 
responsible.  He  must  have  heard  that 
from  someone.  Loitl  Kitchener  has 
taken  the  full  responsibility  in  respect 
to  all  that  wa^s  done,  and  he  rightly  did 
so,  for  as  (ieneral  he  was  resp«jnsible  for 
all  that  ixxurrcd.  Li  ar»y  c^ts^f  we  must 
remember  that    the    Mahdi   ^ 


not  » I  gi 


money  to  him  we  shall  make  the  country 
res|Kjnsihle  for  it.  That  is  why  I  ol>ject 
to  the  Vote.  I  object  to  it  on  general 
grounds,  and  as  an  outrage  on  every 
sanction  of  mf>dern  civilisation.  I  have 
no  doubt  some  Liberals  will  leave  the 
House  Anthout  voting,  and  that  some  will 
vote  with  the  Government  ;  but  I  do 
!  hope  that  there  will  be  founfl  a  sufficient 

against 
the  grant  in  order  that  it  may  be  shown 
that  the  Lil>erals  jus  a  jmrty  are  against  it. 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  answered 
several  fjuestions  put  to  him  by  m}^  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Mnntrosc, 
but  he  did  not  answer  the  qucsti*>ns, 
When  wiis  it  that  the  skull  of  the  Mahdi 
was  handed  over,  whether  it  was  carried 
off  as  a  trophy,  and,  if  so,  where  to,  when 
was  it  buried  at  W^uly  Haifa,  and  was  that 
in  consequence  of  the  disgust  and  indigna- 
tion excited  in  England  ?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  answer  these  cjuestions. 
Wmiy  Haifa  k  1,400  miles  from  Omdur- 
man.  and  we  ask  that  the  matter  shouhl 
be  investigated  and  some  explanation 
given  ;us  to  how  the  skull  appeared  at  a 
place  1.400  miles  from  where  it  waj*  taken. 
Wits  it  given  t**  Loirl  Kitchener,  was  it  in 
his  possess  it)  n  for  some  time,  4:r  was  it 
8omebodv  else  ? 
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Mr,  a.  STANLEY  (Lancashire,  Orms- 
kirk) :  My  only  excuse  for  rising  at  thi»* 
time  t)f  tliu  evening,  when  the  most  int 
jxH'tarit  Im-Hineas  of  the  day  is  coming  oi,. 
ia  tliat  I  think  I  am  the  only  Member  of 
this  Utilise  who  \\i\b,  haii  the  rather  qiies- 
tionahlo  pleasure  of  l>eing  at  Omdunnan, 
ami  of  haviTig  inspectal  the  Mahdi's 
tomb  with  the  Sirciar  himself,  although 
the  Mahdi  from  no  fault  of  his  own  is  no 
longer  there.  Moreover,  I  should  have 
felt  jfcshaniod  of  myself  had  I  sat  here  and 
lirttenod  silently  to  accusations  l)eijigmade 
HgairiHt  gallant  British  and  Egyptian 
iifficerH,  amongst  whom  I  have  lived  for 
fniu"  uv  h\e  years,  and  many  of  whom 
I  arti  piijnd  to  regajxl  as  my  friends, 
1  was  afraitl  when  I  came  to  the  House 
that  I  might  have  been  betrayed  into 
«»llentlirjg  against  pi\>per  nilesby  the  accu- 
mntitniH  brotight,  I  am  glad  tct  say,  how- 
ever, that  thert^  is  no  need  for  that, 
becJiuse  the  accusations,  so  far  as  I  have 
heani  them,  remarkably  resemble  iion- 
fcie use .  The  vi  gh  t  h  on .  Ge n tl eman  who  firs t 
pn>t^Hted  lalkiHl  alniut  what  cannibals 
might  have  done  under  certain  ecmditions, 
and  what  Belgian  otBeens  might  have  done. 
He  also  «]noied  the  opinion  of  Slatin 
Tasha  m  having  more  weight  than  the 
oi>inifm»  of  Lord  Ci\»mor  ar^d  I^jrd 
Kitehc»ner  conibineth  The  nght  hon. 
riontleman  h.iH  inveigluHl  against  the 
Sirdar  U^v  following  the  advice  of  his 
Mahnrui'tan  nlbcers  in  the  disposal  of 
the  Mahdi  s  bmly  ;  but  surely  the  right 
hon.  lientlenijin  has  forgotten  that  iFor 
no  ineonrtiderabk^  pirti^ji  of  his  life  Slatin 
r<vHha  was  a  Mahometan  himself, 
Nnw,  Sir,  the  argnmeMts  about  the 
wnuoiled,  and  alM>nt  the  Iwmt^s  of  the 
Malidi,  have  btn^n  n*{»eated  ad  nan^eam^ 
antl  I  di>  not  pnvtMi^o  t^JH^iy  anything  more 
AlHMit  them.  'I  ho  fpi4^stior»  I  desire  to 
put  to  the  t'onunittee  is,  Did  the  Sirdar 
an  A  general  do  what  ho  was  asked  to  du  ? 
The  task  «i*t  before  him  was  to  retrieve 
the  Snudan  fn*m  the  most  shameful 
tyranny  which  has  ever  existed.  He  had 
t(i  tlo  \\iiit  with  the  legist  pf»ssible  loss  of 
life  and  treasure  to  his  own  side. 
l)id  liio  Sinlar  do  that,  or  did 
he  not  I  1  say  urdiesitatiugly  that 
lie  did,  and  that  l»y  his  decisive 
m'tion  at  a  UKist  rritical  point  in  the 
worfti'i<  history  he  ^\\\\  m*»re  to  maintain 
the  jM^ace  of  the  world  than  a  dozen 
Peace  C'tmferenees.  He  showed  that  in 
the  cause  of  justice  England's  right  hand 
had  nt*t  lost  it«  wtrength  nor  her  brain 


its  cunning*  I  do  not  think  it  is  goti^ 
tr»o  far  to  say  that  by  the  success  of  the 
li  and  Eg>T)tian  Army  on  tbiii 
m  he  showed  that  England  was 
prtfpared  for  all  emergencies,  and  thalt- 
if  she  wanted  peace,  as  she  now  desire«i 
she  was  strong  enough  to  enforce  it.  Sir, 
I  have  said  that  at  this  period  of  the 
evening  I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  Com- 
mittee very  long ;  my  only  claim  to  speak 
is  that  I  speak  in  the  name  of  many  of 
those  who  take  a  most  lively  interest  iti 
this  debate,  l>ut  are  not  here  to  speak  for 
themselves.  I  may  speak,  I  think,  in 
the  name  of  the  smiUl  band  of  English 
soldiers  and  civilians  who,  in  thirteen  short 
3'ear8,  have  raised  Egypt  from  the  gutter 
and  put  it  on  an  equality  with  the  nioj^t 
prosperous  nations  of  the  world.  It  is  m 
their  name,  Sir,  that  I  ask  the  Committ<^  W 
listen  to  mc  when  I  beseech  them  to  uiiJt« 
as  one  man  to  iiLscribe  upon  the  glorious 
roll  of  English  heroes  a  name  which  will, 
I  am  sure,  gather  glor}^  in  years  to  come 
and  be  no  lees  respecterl  than  those  w  hich 
precede  it  on  the  n>ll.  I  ask.  Sir,  thai 
there  may  be  no  di\ision,  but  that  w<j 
may  elect  as  one  man  to  inscribe  on 
England's  roll  of  glory  the  name  cif 
Kitchener  of  Khartoum. 

Mr.  ATHEBLEYJONES  (Durbam, 
N.W.) :  Sir,  I  .should  not  like  to  give  a 
silent  vote  on  this  ijucstion.  I  qiiiw 
recognise,  and  fully  appreciate,  n^any  of 
the  excuses  which  may  Iks  justly  urged 
for  some  of  the  things  which  in  cfJm 
moments  we  deplore  the  necessity  of 
doing,  but  which  are  the  necessary  acces- 
sories of  war  But,  passing  over  thi>« 
acts  of  inhumanity  which  aix»  essential  i 
all  wai'fare,  1  am  IkiutuI  to  say  that  I  aq 
unable  to  follow  my  p<»litical  chief  in  th 
vote  which  1  shall  give  this  evening.  Si] 
I  have  listened,  atnl  anxiously  listened, 
the  speeches  which  have  lieen  made  th 
evening,  to  see  if  I  cimld  find  some  wa 
of  recoixling  my  vc^te,  hf»wever  humble,  li 
recognition  of*  the  undoubttHlly  gallan 
services  of  a  distinguished  public  servant 
But,  idthough  the  apologists  have  \m 
many,  and  although  the  apologies  hav 
been  diverse  and  manifold,  1  have 
unable  to  fiml  any  sufficient  vindicatio 
for  the  action  which  is  al»hoiTent  to  tl 
conscience  of  civilisexl  mankind,  the  dc 
cration  of  the  tomb  of  the  Mahdi.  It  wa 
urged  by  the  ru)t  undistinguished  son 
a  very  distinguished  man,  who,  if  he  ' 
been  ui  thi^  Hou^  now^  would  have  \ 
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the  first,  I  feel  convinced,  from  my  oUser- 
vatiun  of  his  cbnracter,  tu  have  rcptuliat<?cl 
and  stigmatised  in  juat  language  this 
actiun  on  the  part  of  the  chief  of  the 
Egyptian  Army — it  was  urged  l^y  Mi\ 
WinstoTi  Churchill,  in  a  speech  which  he 
made  in  the  Midlands  the  other  ilay,  that 
Lonl  Kitchener  wjisnot  responsible  himself 
for  this  Imrharity,  hut  by  an  act  of 
chivalr}'  took  upon  himself  the  respinsi- 
hility  in  onler  to  stand  by  his  comrades. 
Now,  I  have  known,  in  the  history  of 
naiJitaiy  achievements,  cases  in  which  a 
general  oflacer  has  thought  it  nght  to 
shield  the  ermr  or  mistake  of  a  sulKinlinat^^ ; 
but  I  have  never  yet  rea»l  of  h  g^-neral 
officer  who  took  upon  himself,  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  profession  to  which  he 
belonged,  to  l>e  an  apologist  for  an  actual 
wrong.  If  Lonl  Kitchener  had  repudiated 
the  *ict,  what  would  have  Ijeen  the  result  ? 
It  would  have  been  the  ac't  of  an  iiidi- 
^iduid  Englishman.  Lord  Kitcheners 
lindication  of  that  act,  his  acceptance  of 
the  responsibility  of  it,  trauf^forms  the 
act  of  an  individual  Engb'shman  into  a 
deliberate  act  of  the  English  nation, 
unless  the  English  nation,  by  its  Parlia- 
mentAF}^  representatives,  seizes  this  oppor- 
tunity to  repudiate  the  act.  But  why  is 
it  that  these  officers,  when  L^Jrd  Kitrhener 
is  responsible  for  the  mode  of  operation  of 
removing  the  Mahdi's  remains,  have  not 
thought  fit  to  step  forwai-d  and  vindicate 
the  character  of  their  chief  by  saying  that 
the  chief  gave  the  order  to  remove  the 
body,  but  did  not  give  the  onler  for  the 
desecration  to  be  carried  out  in  the  way 
in  which  it  was  1  No,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  j 
that  that  contention,  supfKirted  by  the  \ 
high  authonty  of  the  noble  I^ord  who 
spoke  from  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
can  bo  aecepttd.  The  second  line 
of  defence  which  has  Ixjen  adopt^xi 
is,  that  there  were  refutoiis  of  public 
policy  why  this  course  should  lie 
adopted.  I  lielieve  that  there  haa  been  no 
crime  committed  by  a  foreign  Power  which 
has  tjot  t>een  jostilied  liy  contemporaries 
on  the  pica  of  pul>lic  necessity  ;  but  for 
my  pfut,  I  can  only  say  that^whatever 
may  be  tlu3  judgment  in  the  heat  of  the 
moment  and  in  the  enthnsiiusm,  perhaps, 
of  the  adventure  v^ith  which  that  par- 
ticular deed  is  associated ^^old,  calm 
criticism  will  refuse  to  see  those  grounds 
of  public  p<3Hcy  which  should  fee  ade- 
quate for  sfich  an  act.  What  is  the 
ground  of  public  {Kjlicy  ujion  which  this 
act  waa  committed  ?    It  ia  said  that  vou 


prevent  a  recrudescence  of  Mahdism  by 
holding  up  to  the  fanatical  folb)wers  of 
the  Mahdi  the  illusion  of  the  idol  which 
they  have  hitherto  worshipped.  Sir,  to 
my  mind  there  may  1h?  another  motive. 
There  may  be  a  motive  which  is  stronger 
even  than  religious  fanaticism,  and  that  is, 
vengeance  for  the  outrage  which  has  lieen 
inflicLcd  upon  their  chosen  Iciirler  and 
religious  chief.  Is  that  a  justihcation  % 
Are  we  not  strong  enough  ;  arc  we  not 
sufficiently  great  ajid  powerfid  as  a  nation, 
having  put  down  our  foot,  to  withstand  a 
fanatical  force  ?  Is  it  not  an  indication 
of  weakness  to  the  fanatical  followers  of 
the  Mahdi  that  we  have  todestmy  two  or 
three  of  their  religious  chiefs  in  oi*der  to 
prevent  the  necessity  of  having  to  cmss 
swonis  with  them  a  second  time  1  Now, 
Sir,  although  pul>lie  policy  may  be  success- 
fully urged—  1  mean  public  policy  from 
the  lt>w,  narrow,  and  sonlid  staudi>oint  in 
which  it  h;ts  been  urged  to-day— there  is  a 
higher  public  p)hcy,  and  that  pultlic 
piUicy  is,  to  maintain  the  standard  of 
civilisation  and  humanity  which  ought  to 
belong  to  this  country,  I  caimot  help 
asking  myself,  when  it  is  our  boaat  that 
we  go  foith  to  conquer  these  savage  trilies 
to  bring  to  them  the  blessings  of  religion, 
to  tame  their  ferocity,  and  raise  them  up 
to  a  higher  moral  standard — I  cannot  help 
a^^king  myself  what  they  will  think  of  our 
boasted  civilisation  and  its  pioneers  when 
they  know  that  that  religioji  countenances 
body-snatching  and  the  desecration  of 
tombs.  Therefcue,  although  it  is  with 
great  piin  and  reluctance  that  I  shall  re- 
cord my  vote  against  the  giant  of  this, 
money  for  what  is  otherwise  so  well 
deserved,  I  feel  not  the  smallest  shrink- 
ing in  the  fterfomiaiice  of  my  duty, 
and  I  hofkc  that  those  who  are  true  to  the 
traditions  of  English  Libemlism  and  the 
great  principles  of  humanity  and  civilisa- 
tion will  take  the  same  course. 

*Mr.LEES  KNOWLES  (Salfoitl,  W.): 
I  merely  wish  to  mid  a  few  words  to  this 
debate,  because,  like  my  hon,  friend  who 
has  sfjoken  behind  me,  I,  tLK>,  w:ts  in  Egv^it 
at  the  time  of  the  campiign,  and  heard  a 
great  deal  about  M'hat  took  plaee.  The 
hon.  Member  for  the  Leigh  division  has 
quoted  numerous  extracts  from  newspaper 
reports  and  also  from  priv^ate  letters. 
He  quoted,  to  begin  vnth,  a  letter  from  a 
lieutenant  who,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  has 
since  flied,  and  whose  explanation  v\ith 
regard    to    the    coiTespondence    Cimnot 
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ihotvrViv  IV  oHr.\itu\i :  ho  «|u»notl  ;ilso 
ovniui5>  ti\>m  lottoi"^  writ  ton  l\v  numoriMis 
pri>i*to  s<»Mioi-s,  I  il^»  not  think  much 
v»t  thonu  auvl  I  iK>  not  think  tho 
i\u'iVv>i^KV'Alonls  ot  nowsjxiivfs,  ospo*:-i- 
allv  iti  Ki::\|»t*  lovovl  l.onl  Kitohonor. 
NV)u*u  1  \\;^s  in  raii\>  1  oamo  in  contact 
with  SON  oral  v»l  thotn,  aiul  thoy  soomoilto 
think  ihov  \>n^hi  to  Iv  |vrmittoil  to 
run  riot  ovor  tho  oatn|K  anil  soo  ovorv- 
ihinx;  thai  was  i^v^ini:  on  at  tho  front.  I 
think*  ihoivloiw  that  any  intonuation 
iwAw  snoh  sonnvs  onght  to  U*  takon  r»/m 
j//it«.'.  With  tvgaixl  to  tho  privates,  thoy 
\\o\iKl  s\nvly  iwn  s^*i  full  infoniiation 
ah\»ui  »n  action  which  oxtondiHl  ovor  a 
lai>$t^  aitM  kA  cout\try.  Hon.  Oontlonien 
I'HIHv^iio  sooni  iv»  Iv  nuvst  anxious  to  diHTV 
I  ho  n\oins  v»f  v»ur  military  hnnhn^n.  and 
lo  wi^h  to  |M\»vo  to  tho  hih  this  charge  of 
oruohy.  I  \wll  not  alUulo  to  tho  so-called 
doMOcialioti  of  tho  Maluli  s  tonih  :  that  hiis 
hoon  'i\Uhcicntly  \lo;dl  with  ahvady.  But 
MO  \\n\ii,  i\^  the  Mahdi  w;u<  tivatod  with 
\oniM<ni\»n  anvl  sujHnvtition  it  was 
ahM'Inlolv  \lcsiraMo  that  his  lK>nes 
Mh\»uhl  "l^o  M-altoiXHl  to  tho  winds. 
I  lo\»K  upon  that  not  as  a  matter  of 
vo\on>;o  at  alL  hut  as  a  matter  of  ntH^es- 
«Uv.  riiat  I  conceive  to  Iv  the  main 
ground  \A  \yW\\s:K\  Kevenge  hju^  l>een 
di^MCiihod  hv  IWon  as  a  kind  of  wild 
juiUco,  and  1\o  wont  cmi  to  SiU* : 

"Soiiio.  when  ihcv  take  rovonvro,  are 
iloNiuiu-  \\\\\\  tho  imrl YsliouM  know  whence  it 
c\»m»*tl» ;  thi-' I-'  tl»e  mort*  >^»nenMis.  For  the 
*U»il>;l»l  .ooiiiothlo  W  not  so  uiuoh  in  iloinjr  the 
\\\\\\.  H-«  \\\  iimkin^;;  tho  \vnlY  roiHMit.  ' 

Uul  lot  mo  allude  for  a  moment  to  the 
nooond  clwn>;o»  nan\eh\  the  alleged  cniolty 
on  the  hatlh^tit^ltl.  S'ow,  as  home  testi- 
\\\\\\\\  11  nt»l  al\>ays  estimate<l  at  it« 
hi.i;hcii  \<\\\\K\  lot  us  go  for  evidence 
idii\ifid  I  nmII  take  tho  evidence  of  two 
loioii;n  Muhlary  otUirlu^,  ivpifsenting 
on  llu*  ilalV  l»f  the  Sinlar  two  grt»at 
cisih.iod  nnlilary  nations,  (lonnany  and 
hal\  rht>  1  M»nuan  affarh<'  wix)te  a  letter, 
\>luch  apjH^arod  in  the  TiiH'-<  of  Jantiary 
hhli,  <0»M»liUoly  refuting  the  charges. 
LaM  hcc^^nd^or/as  1  was  ivturning  homo 
tuiht  .ilMtwid,  I  mot  Major  Luigi  Calde- 
laii.  ol  tho  40th  Infantry  Kegiment, 
tl(o  Italian  ofh,fi<'\  I  had  a  long 
MiiiMM>i.uion  with  him,  and  asked 
Imn  jMilunlarlv  with  reganl  to  the 
.Jlrnodcincllics  iMi  tho  |Ki!l  of  the  Anglo- 
lv,Nptiui  Arniv  on  tho  ]>att]otie]d.  He 
l^^pud^Uo^l  the  idea  i>f  any  such  charge, 
and  laloi.  MtMMUg  that  this  question  was 
.U'.   /.«tv<  Knotvlt'S, 


K*ing  worked  up  for  political  reasons — 
Ix^eause  I  must  say  that  I  cannot  but 
think  that  this  cry  about  the  desecration 
of  the  Mahdi's  tomb  and  the  alleged 
cnielty  on  the  Imttlefield  has  been  raised 
chieHy  for  political  reasons — I  wrote  to 
him  and  asked  him  if  he  would  allow  me 
to  quote  the  conversation,  or,  at  all 
events,  would  put  in  writing  that  which 
he  had  said  to  me,  in  order  that  I  might 
not  misrepresent  him  in  any  way.  He 
did  so,  and  he  has  supported  absolutely 
the  despatches  to  which  allusion  has  been 
miuie  to-night.  And  what  did  he  say  1 
He  said  this  : 

*'  I  am  very  glad  to  have  an  opportanitv  to 
mit  in  writing  what  I  stated  to  you  verbally  in 
Milan  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  DervLnh 
l>risoners  at  the  battle  of  Onidannan  were 
treat etU  ami  to  deny  in  the  most  alwolute  ^-ay 
that  any  cmelty  was  practise*!  towards  the 
prisimei^.  I  rode  on  the  field  of  battle  in 
various  directions,  ami  everj'where  I  saw 
hundretls  of  woumleil  Ipnc  alive,  notwith- 
stamling  that  the  uTouiiil  hacl  already-  been 
traverstHl  hy  the  Anglo-E<^yptian  troops.  I 
hap^>enetl  to*  be  for  a  while  at  the  head  of  the 

'  tnx^p  in  their  advance  after  the  attack  on  the 
zjireiKi  had  l>een  repulse<l,  and  then  again  I 
was  able  to  convince  myself  that  the  wounded 
were  not  in  any  way  molested.  If  an  occasional 
woundeil  man  wa**  killed  it  was  only  in 
legitimate  defence,  because,  as  is  well  known, 
it  is  a  custom  with  these  iieoples  to  pretend  to 
l)e  dead  and  then  to  fire  ont  he  enemy  as  he  nasses, 
or,  worse  still,  to  ask  for  water  and  help  and 

'  then  treacherously  to  kill  those  who  are 
succouring  them.     I  do  not  write  these  things 

■  in  onler  to  defend  Lonl  Kitchener :  he  is  so 
:  hir  above  such  accusations  that  merely  to 
j  wju«te  wonls  in  denying  them   wouhl   ))e  an 

insult  to  him.     1  can  only  repeat   tluit  I  aui 

■  very  hapjiy  that  an  opportunity  presents  itself 
for  *me  to  give  a  denial  to  statements  which  are 

,  untrue.  It  was,  moreover,  my  duty  to  do  so, 
'  especiidly  as  some  Italian  new.spaperH  have 
.  copieil  and  reiaiblislieil  such  statements." 

1  I  may  perhaps  1h3  allowed  to  quote  two 
'  lines   from    our   miliUiry    Poet-Laureate, 
I  Rudyanl  Kipling,  in  which   he   descrilx^s 
the  Dervish  as  "  Fuzzy-Wuzzy,"  who  is 

"  All  'ot  sanil  and  ginger  when  alive, 
And  generally  shammin'  when  'e's  (Icatl." 

I  These  are  the  men  with  whom  our  regu- 
lars have  to  deal,  and  I  am  quite  sure 
that,  so  far  as  my  information  goes,  there 
never  was  any  cruelty  at  all  with  regard 
to  the  wounded  on  the  battlefield.  All 
this  outcry  is  not  genuine.  It  is 
not  what  is  called  in  LancaHhire 
'*  janiKK'k,"  it  is  not  real.  There  is  a 
ptditical  ring  alniut  it,  and  the  opp<>si- 
tion  to  the  Vote  i**,  in  niy  judgment, 
simply     initiated    with    the    object     ot 
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obtaining  a  political  cry.  We  have  always 
had  Gordon  on  our  consciences  and  in  our 
heartS)  and  Gordon  has  been  avenged  at 
last.  (Opposition  cheers.)  I  will  with- 
draw the  word  "  avenged."  Gordon  was  the 
last  man  who  would  have  wished  for  ven- 
geance. I  would  rather  say  that  rapine 
and  torture  have  been  crushed  out  of  the 
Soudan  by  such  men  as  Wolseley  and 
Kitchener. 

♦Mr.  PIRIE  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  has  stated 
that  we  who  stay  at  home  are  placed  in  a 
very  invidious  position  to  judge  the 
actions  of  men  who  bear  the  bnmt  and 
are  exposed  to  the  hardships  of  a  cam- 
paign. It  is,  no  doubt,  a  fact  that  those 
who  follow  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Montrose  will  have  the  im- 
putation— a  false  imputation — cast  on 
them  of  niggardliness,  and  of  adopting 
a  cheeseparing  policy ;  but  although,  for 
this  reason,  such  a  course  is  a  hard  and  a 
difficult  one,  it  is,  to  my  mind,  the 
course  dictated  by  duty.  I  have 
listened  very  carefully  to  the  whole  of 
this  debate,  and  I  have  heard  nothing  but 
praise  for  the  organisation,  the  economy, 
and  completeness  with  which  the 
work  was  carried  out,  and  I  hope 
the  whole  House  will  be  unanimous 
in  the  vote  of  thanks  Avhich  will  be  pro- 
posed next  Thursday  to  the  general,  the 
officers,  and  the  men  who  took  part  in  it. 
I  look,  however,  upon  this  request  for  a 
grant  as  giving  an  opportunity  as  much  for 
a  criticism  of  the  Government  Jis  of  the 
individual  to  whom  we  are  Jisked  to  vote 
the  money.  If  any  honour  is  done  to  a 
general  officer  commanding,  he  regards  it 
as  an  honour  to  the  army  composing  the 
expedition,  and  from  them  it  is  extended 
to  the  Goverinnent  which  organised  the 
expedition,  and  in  the  same  way  con- 
demnation and  criticism  of  the  individual 
must  also  extend  to  the  (Toveniment.  I 
believe  that,  apart  from  the  question  of 
policy,  the  whole  spirit  animating 
the  Government  since  the  news 
of  the  Soudan  victory  reached  this 
country  constitutes  one  of  the  strongest 
arguments  in  opposition  to  this  Vote.  I 
think  the  Government  have  lost  all  sense 
of  proportion  in  this  matter,  and  to  this 
complete  loss  of  proportion,  and  the 
corresponding  excess  of  praise  which  has 
been  meted  out  to  the  expedition,  is 
tnicea])le  to  a  great  extent  the  opposition 
which  hiis  been  displayed  this  afternoon. 


The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  took  some 
pains  to  defend  Lord  Kitchener's  action 
as  regards  the  Mahdi's  body  as  not  having 
been  animated  by  any  spirit  of  revenge. 
In  my  opinion  that  is  entirely  beside  the 
mark.  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
would  be  entirely  right  if  there  were 
any  such  accusation,  but  no  one  has 
accused  Lord  Kitchener  of  being  animated 
by  a  mere  spirit  of  paltry  revenge  against 
the  Mahdi ;  even  to  imagine  such  an  accu- 
sation against  a  British  general  is  some- 
what derogatory  to  a  true  soldierly 
instinct.  But  where  I  find  fault  is  that, 
owing  to  the  action  of  Lord  Kitchener, 
and  the  exaggerated  importance  and  praise 
bestowed  on  the  expedition,  and  the  way 
in  which — to  employ  a  word  felicitously 
used  the  other  day  with  regard  to 
Empire — the  expedition  was  "boomed* 
by  the  Government,  the  nation  has 
been  impregnated  with  the  spirit  that 
the  outcome  and  result  of  the  expedition 
had  been  "  Gordon  avenged,"  which  is  a 
very  different  thing  from  any  personal 
feeling  of  revenge  between  Lord  Kitchener 
and  the  Mahdi.  That  spirit  has  been  far 
too  prevalent  in  this  country,  and  I  think 
it  is  the  duty  of  this  House  to  do  what  it 
can  to  disabuse  the  nation  of  it.  It  is  a 
!  lowering  and  a  false  spirit  of  the  right 
I  conception  of  war.  There  are  two 
I  ways  from  which  this  point  may  be 
!  looked  at :  one  from  the  political  point  of 
view,  to  which  I  attach  very  little  import- 
ance ;  the  other  from  the  moral  point  of 
view,  which  is  far  more  important.  As 
regards  the  first  point,  I  will  dismiss  it  by 
merely  saying  that  ignorant  and  unscni- 
pulous  people  throughout  the  country, 
with  whom  any  means  are  justifiable  to 
influence  votes,  should  remember  that  at 
the  time  of  the  fall  of  Khartoum  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
were  Members  of  the  then  Government,  and 
also  that  the  Soudan  Expedition  of  1885 
was  required  to  be  recalled  owing  to  the 
Pendjeh  incident.  We  should  then  hear 
I  less  of  the  cry  "  Gordon  avenged."  On 
the  moral  side  of  the  question  I  have  a 
much  greater  quarrel  with  the  Govern- 
ment. I  think  anything  that  encourages 
that  cry,  and  some  public  men  have  made 
use  of  the  very  words,  is  lowering  the 
conception  of  war.  To  show  the  extent 
'  to  which  it  has  permeated  the  nation,  the 
sister  of  the  great  man  about  whom  the 
'  cry  was  raised  had  to  write  to  the  Press 
I  repudiating    it,    and     stating    that    her 
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brother  would  have  Leen  tho  last  man  i  I  gladly  join  in  praiae  of  the  mantier  in 
to  have  approved  or  tolerated  it.  Surely,  whit^h  the  expedition  was  caiTied  oq  a» 
such  an  incident  ia  a  nuitter  fur  sbarac  to  j  regards  our  loss  being  at  a  inininiiun  ; 
any    right-thinking    nation.       It    might ,  hut  the  blunders  with  regard  1  to  oor  <jwn 


l>een     more    excusiiblo     hml 
agiunst    whom     we    waged 


tin 

this 

more 


have 
force 

so-called  war  been  a  foe 
worthy  of  oui-aelves.  For  many  years, 
sincQ  1870j  certain  of  us  have  been 
casting  reflections  upon  a  neigh- 
liouring  nation  for  harlnairi ng  a  spirit  of 
revenge  against  a  former  fne»  It  would  be 
well  if  we  could  sometime«  see  ourselves  km 
others  see  us.  If  this  neighliouriug  nation 
does  harbour  a  spirit  of  revenge,  it  is 
against  her  equal,  instead  of^  iis 
wiis  our  ease,  against  a  foe  comparatively 
contemptible  and  lieneath  our  tiotiLC. 
I  think  very  likely  why  such  a  spirit 
exists  is  due  to  the  fact  that  now  for 
two  generations  this  nation  hcis  not  known 
what  rt!al  war  is,  and  I  htjpe  it  will  be 
many  nujre  generations  befoie  she  does ; 
but  all  the  nu>re  impirtant  is  it  to  keep  a 
high  level  of  t^oldierly  feeling.  It  is 
instmctive  to  go  back  through  those 
genet atitins,  to  either  the  Cnmean  war 
or  the  Indiati  Mutiny,  and  to  see  the 
proportion  in  which  the  men  who 
waged  those  wars  weie  rewarded  l>y  this 
Houi^e.  In  connection  with  the  Ciimcan 
vrar,  I  think  I  am  right  in  say i rig  n(*t  one 
peerage  was  corjferred.  Lor'd  liaglan 
died  during  the  progress  of  the  war, 
and  no  successor  of  his  ivas  eruiobled. 
The  men  who  bore  the  brunt  aufl 
stress  of  the  In<h'air  Mutiny  were 
comparntively  unrewardcfJ.  Lni'd  Clyde, 
it  is  tnie,  wa;s  eiiuoblc<]  and  ivceivi  d  a  life 
pension,  but  it  came  out  of  the  Indian 
Exchciiuer,  and  it  is  a  ujoot  pco'nt 
whether'  Lord  Kitchener,  Wing  in  the 
pay  of  Egypt,  the  Egyptian  Kxclu'qiun' 
ought  not  to  be  asked  to  find  the  uumey 
for  the  grant.  Since  these  two  wars  we 
have  been  jnirsuing  a  progressive  course 
as  regards  rewards.  We  have  lieen  almost 
prostituting  honours,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  less  wortliy  the  foe  the  gi-eater 
the  reward.     It  is   lioeause  1  feel  it  our 


duty  to  check  this   system,  and   Ixdieve 

that  unless  it  is  checked  we  will  go    on 

innn   bad  to  worse,   that  I   for  one  will  » the  woundtil  I  join   with   th4»g€< 

vote    vvith    my     light   hoii.    friend    tfie 

Mctidter  for  Montrose,    The  onehivalrous 

jietion  of    Lord    Kitchener  in  destroying 


wounded  at  Atbaia  and  OTndurmari»  And 
the  hospitals  at  Alexandria,  should  not  bf 
glossed  over,  and  it  would  be  better  if 
the  chiefs  of  the  Army  showed  a  greater 
readiness  to  censure  when  fault  has  to  lie 
found  on  big  issues.  This  debate  bM 
divided  itself  into  tw^o  jnain  tjuestions, 
the  treatment  of  the  wounded  dervi^ts 
and  tlie  tlisentorabment  of  the  Mahdi's 
remains.  I  would  not  be  doing  mj 
duty,  and  it  is  a  duty  which  I  do 
glaclly,  if  I  did  not  state  that  I  differ 
from  the  views  of  my  bun.  fnemlf 
with  reference  to  the  treatment  of  ibe 
wounded  dervishes.  1  think  tho  Hoiwc 
ought  to  recognise  that  war  csuuioi  Uj 
w^aged  with  white  gloves,  and,  with  saiof 
alight  experience  of  Soudanese  fighting,  I 
say  that  any  British  genenU  woidd  have 
been  wrong  to  have  risked  the  life  of  nm 
of  his  soldiers  even  if  it  were  neceasHH' 
to  clear  the  ground  of  the  wounded 
enemy  ;  and  I  say,  as  this  question  i« 
attracting  attcirtion,  that  it  is  the  histoxy 
of  these  Soudanese  fights  that  before  maar 
hours  the  grorrnd  occupied  by  the  Boa- 
dairese  is  taken  possession  of  by  lb« 
British,  as  a  rule  very  early  in  tht.'  day. 
The  British  have  to  iidvance,  and  if  th^j 
are  ex|K>sed  to,  say,  a  dropping  fire  fixws 
the  Soudaircse  w^ounded,  the  BritiJ) 
general  is  entitled  to  clear  the  grounrL 
everr  if  he  hits  to  sacrifice  the  t*iwtiiy. 
If  the  pei»ple  of  this  coirntry  iue  shm'keil, 
as  they  naturally  must  lie,  by  such  at  tiuti 
in  waging  war  against  uruiviiiseil  sav;4gc*v 
the  better  for  the  coiuitiT  that  the  nocct- 
sarv  horrors  of  such  wars  shoidd  Ix^ 
realised,  and  I  hope  it  will  have  thai 
etiect.  It  has  also  been  sjiid  that  we  em- 
ployed an  rurusually  large  nund>er  <A 
Soudanese  sohiiers,  and  that  therefure, 
perhaps,  the  hoiTors  must  have  lusva 
greater  than  they  otherwise  woidd.  With 
that  I  /igree,  arrd  the  lesson  this  out'iiy 
will  teach  will  Im  that  greater  neetl  of 
control  must  be  exercised  over  the  Sou- 
ilanese  troops :  ^  ut  on  the  whole  question  of 

whu  [ail? 


i 


i 


vindieatirjg  Lord  Kitchener,  wiien.%   hom-^ 
ever,  no  vindication  ought  to  Ik?  requirrtl«1 
as  he  dill  nothing  that  wjiii  not  necessary. 
the    Mahdi  a   tomb  brings  the  expedition    Now  I  come  to  his  action  with   regard  u> 
down  to  the  same  low^  level  as  a  punitive  ,  the  Mahdi's  body,     1  must  say  I  c^irmot 
expcditioir  against,  for  insliince,  ifie  King  \  defend   tliat   action   in   any   way.       Thei 
of  Benin  and  has  lowered  its  whole  lone*  |  noble  aird  gallant  Member  for  Yutk  i 

Mr\  Pirk, 
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to  tliirik  that  it  is  a  sufficient  excuse  that 
the  Mahdi*fi  reign  was  one  of  iinexamplL^d 
savagery  and  liarbarity.  If  tliiit  m  the 
caso,  I  would  ask  hon.  MonilKTs  to  re- 
meraher  the  answer  given  l>y  the  Uniler- 
Secretary  for  Foreign  iWairs  List  Friday 
as  regards  the  number  of  foreigners  who 
lived  in  Khartoiun  during  the  whole  of 
the  Mahdi's  reign. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man  ordy  asked  me  how  many  prisoners 
had  been  released. 


*Mr.  PIKIE:  But  the  admission  was 
that  upwanis  of  11,000  alien  men  and 
wmucn  lived  in  Khartoum  during  the 
whole  of  the  Muhdi's  rcign^  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  ditlerentiated  between 
what  he  called  lirst-class  Government 
prisoners  and  another  ehiss  employed  in 
Government  woik.  When  we  see  Italians, 
Greeks,  Syrians,  and  other  foreigners 
li\ing  in  Khartoum,  I  think  it  is  an 
answer  to  the  argxmront  that  the  Mahdi'a 
toml>  had  been  rlestroyed  because  of  the 
fanatical  p<jpuktion,  I  look  upon  the 
defence  of  this  action  as  an  aggra- 
vation, and  1  think  it  would  have  been 
nobler  and  would  have  retlounded  more 
to  the  credit  of  the  Government  anci 
the  nation  if  they  acknowledged  that  a 
misUikc  hmi  lieen  miule,  and  i»ravely  faced 
the  consequences.  From  another  aspect  I 
cannot  see  how  we  Lilicrals  can  siipjKut 
this  vote.  Wc  ai-e  pletlged  to  do  away 
with  the  existing  power  of  the  House  of 
Lords.  In  the  opinion  of  my  consti- 
tuents the  existence  of  the  House 
of  Peers  is  a  direct  (>l>stacle  to  the  free- 
dom,  prosperity  and  progress  of  this 
country,  and  I  am  in  complete  iiccord  with 
that  opinion  myself.  That  being  so,  I 
fail  to  see  how  I  can  hold  that  opinion 
and  at  the  same  time  support  a  grant 
which  will  subsidise  and  jjerjietuate  a 
peerage.  It  wotild  have  been  more 
logical  to  have  obuiined  the  grant 
before  giving  the  peerage.  1  would 
remind  the  Committee  of  the  great 
danger  of  this  constartt  ijicrciise  in  re- 
wards and  honours  of  this  sort,  and  I 
hope  it  will  lx»  remeiid>ered  that  this 
system  must  be  checked.  Let  me  read 
to  the  Committee  an  extract  which  ought 
to  be  taken  to  heart  by  both  j>artie.s.  In 
Condorcet's  **  Life  of  Turgot,"  a  book  de- 
scribed by  John  Stuart  Mill  a^  ''one  of 
the  wisest  and  noblest  of  livesi  delineated 


by  one  of  the  wisest  and  noblest  of  men/' 
Condorcet  writing  of  his  friend  says  : 

"  Turgot  never  bestowed  a  i)atent,  no 
niedal**  or  other  minor  order*?  by  wliieh  tlie  art 
of  the  cbarlatiui  seeks  In  levvard  vanity.  His 
object  was  to  eacuura^e,  not  to  corrui»t,  and 
hu  l>elieved  that  in  all  bin  t ran n actions  it  was 
the  duty  of  a  Btateanian  to  refono  nmnUind 
and  not  to  strengthen  their  faiHiij^s,  even 
thootrli  it  lujjrlit  he  pocislble  to  derive teniia>rary 
advantaj^e  from  their  weaknesses/' 

It  would  also  be  useful  to  go  back 
to  the  last  i>ccasiou  on  wlueh  the 
House  discussed  a  similar  grants  and 
I  will  quote  what  the  late  Lord 
Randolph  Churchill  stated  on  the 
tiubject  of  the  Sir  Garnet  Wolseley 
Annuity  Bill  in  1B83.  He  said  it  was  his 
intention  to  support  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill,  because  he  understood 
the  Le;uier  of  the  Opposition  ex- 
presserl  his  intention  of  supporting 
the  Prime  Miniater,  but  he  was  bound 
to  say  that  if  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  had  seen  his  way  to  have 
voted  against  the  Government  he,  and 
some  membere  below  the  gatigway,  would 
he  prepared  to  sti'cngthen  his  hands. 
That  is  an  opinion  with  which  I  entirely 
iigree.  I  associate  niyself  with  ray  right 
hon.  friend  the  Mcn]l>er  for  Montrose  in 
opposing  this  Vote.  I  will  put  one  ques- 
tit>n  to  the  Committee.  Tlie  whole  nation 
ad n ores  the  chaiTicter  and  life  of  General 
tiordon,  and  all  I  ask  is,  \^^:luld  Gonlon 
have  acted  in  the  same  way  as  Lonl 
Kitchener  with  reganl  to  the  ^lahdis 
tondr  1  There  is  only  one  answer— he 
would  not. 

niK.  VICAHY  GIBBS  (Herts,  St. 
AlbanK) :  The  hon.  ilember  who  bis  just 
sat  down  luis  stated  that  the  campfiign  is 
regarded  as  one  of  vengeance,  especially 
in  connection  with  the  death  of  Gordon. 
None  fvf  us  can  forget  the  circumstances 
under  which  General  Gotxlon  dic*d^  and, 
although  that  page  carmot  be  blotted 
from  (jur  memories  by  the  noltle  and  dis- 
tinguished conduct  of  Lord  Kitchener, 
we  are  grateful  to  the  man  who  has 
given  us  something  t<>  set  in  the 
litdance.  We  have  no  feeling  of  satisfied 
vengeance^  but  we  have  a  feeling  of 
gratitude,  tmd  when  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  speak  so  warmly  alajut  their 
sense  of  duty  in  opposing  this  Vote,  I 
think  we  ai\^  entitled  quite  as  fully  to 
express  onr  gratitude,  and  wc  believe,  as 
the  hon.  Member  lielievcs,  that  in  intro- 
ducing   the  appai'ently   irrelevant  issue 
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of  the   House    of    Lonis,   he     is    doing    filso  ?    The  second  statement  app 
hia    duty     to     his      constituents,     that ,  be  contrary  to  the  firat» 


wo  also  are  represoiiting  our  constituents 
when    we    say    that  we    give    this   Vote 


-Mil,  C.  P,  8C0TT:  I  only  rcferi-ed  Ui 


from   our  hearts,  and   ^-rith   the  greatest  i  that  portion  of  the  field  over  w-hieb  tb 


pleasure  and  most  eoniph^te  conviction  that 
in  iloing  so  we  are  pleasing  and  satisfying 
those  whom  we  represent.  Various 
grouuds  have  heen  attempted  on  which  to 
oppose  this  Vote.  The  hroiul  ground  was 
that  Uiken  l>y  the  hoii.  Member  for 
Northampton,  who  says  we  have  Jiot  had 
vahiu  for  our  money.  He  will  find  very 
few  to  support  him  in  that  view.  There 
will  alao,  I  conceive^  be  little  syra- 
jKithy  in  the  country  for  the  men 
who  have  greedily  sw^ept  together 
every  lihiil  they  could  gather  against 
their  countrymen  fighting  theii"  liattles 
abrofui*  The  hon.  Alemlicr  for  Al)erxh!en 
went  so  far  Jis  to  say  that  we  had  gone  on 
and  on  in  the  prostitution  of  honour.  I 
consider  hmguagc  of  tliat  kind  monstrous 
when  it  is  applied  to  the  man  to  whom 
wt5    are    expressing    our   thanks   to-day. 


two  native  battalions  pxssed.  Of  course, 
there  were  a  number  of  wounded  left  in 
other  parts  of  the  field. 

*Mn  VICARY  GIBBS:  T accept  the 
hon.  Member's  explanation  of  what 
he  said,  but  I  w\\\  point  out  that  from 
his  own  account  this  destruction  of  the 
wounded  was  oj dy  pcirtial,  and  I  fully 
believe  it  was  only  done  where  it  waa 
considered  essential  to  the  safety  of  oar 
own  soldiers,  and  only  in  isolated  easda. 
I  will  turn  for  a  moment  to  this  quea- 
tion  of  the  desecration  of  the  Mahdi's 
tomb.  Upon  this  point  I  cannot  share 
the  \iew  of  lion.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
because  I  think  the  life  of  one  single 
child  is  worth  a  w  ilderness  of  dead  ruffians. 
\Ve  have  been  told^  on  excellent  authority, 
that  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the  safety  and 


But  I  nuist  thank  "the  hon.    Memlx*r  for  '  security  of    this   country  in    the   future 


disiisstjciati ng  him.self  from  the  charge 
with  reference  to  the  treatmei^t  of  the 
wounded,  anrl  I  am  glad  that  a  man  wlio 
has  held  Her  Majesty's  eommission  has 
deebned  to  join  in  it.  I  have  no 
knt^wltMlge  of  military  mattei*s,  but 
it  ordy  requires  common  sense  to  know^ 
that  in  the  heat  of  lijittle  you  can- 
not control  every  single  camp  followei. 
No  one  supposes  camp  followers  are  the 
kintl  of  jx^oplc  whom  you  would  iisk  to 
stiiy  a  week  w'ith  you  in  the  count ry,  and 
it  is  UKJUStrous  to  attenqit  to  take  away 
the  character  of  Lord  Kitchener  because 
camp  foUow^ers  may  or  may  not  have  cijm- 
mittcd  excesses  on  the  tielti  of  battle,  and 
from  a  man  who  considers  this  Vote  a 
prostitution  of  honour  we  have  the  assur- 
ance that  clearing  the  grouti<l  of  the 
wounded,  sooner  than  nsk  our  own 
soldiers,  is  justifiable  and  proper,  and  con- 
duct of  which  no  general  otiicer  need 
be  ashamed,  1  think  it  has  been  mmle 
perfectly  clear  to  the  people  ui  this  c<>untrv 

that  all  proper  humanity  was  shown  and  all    an  invidious  contnist  between  Sir  Giwnct 
proper   care    taken.      Anyone   who    had  I  Wolseley's   action  at  Coomassie  anil  the 


that  that  tomb  should  have  been  de»cs 
crated  J  and  for  my  |>;ut  I  am  very  much 
obliged  to  the  man  or  the  men  who 
desecrated  it.  Hon.  Members  oppoaite 
talked  as  if  it  wajs  an  extraorcfinafT 
thing  to  disentomb  a  body,  but  when  the 
St.  Pancras  Railway  Station  was  made 
thousands  of  tombs  were  desee rated »  for 
the  convenience  of  the  living.  If  thou- 
sands of  the  tombs  of  respectalde  English* 
men  in  London  are  to  be  de-secrateil  for 
the  convenience  of  those  now  living,  why 
should  we  object  to  desecrate  one  toml» 
in  the  Soudan,  when  it  is  done  for  the 
safety  and  security  of  the  faithful  ser- 
vants of  this  Empire  who  are  serving  ua 
al>road  when  it  is  a  question  in  which 
their  lives  are  involved  '/  It  seems  {jer- 
fectly  ludicrous  to  draw  a  comparidari 
between  the  safety  and  security  of  Eng- 
lish Boidiers,  and  the  question  of  sonti* 
ment  which  is  involve*!  in  the  desecration 
of  the  !Mahdi*s  tomb.  The  hon.  Mem* 
her    for  Northampton   sought    to    di'aw 


listened  to  the  six*ech  of  the  hoir.  iMemlier 
for  the  Leigh  Division  of  Lanciishire 
could  not  have  failed  to  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  there  hjid  Iteen  wanton  and 
cmel  tlestnietion  of  the  wounded,  and  yet 
a  few  sentences  later  he  tells  us  that  3,000 
or  4tOOO  Dervishes  were  craw  ling  alsmt  on 
the  field.     Why  were  they  not  murdered 


action  of  Lord  Kitchener  in  this  case. 
He  said  that  Sir  Garnet  Wobeloy  hail 
declined  to  disturb  the  tombs  of  the 
ancient  kings  of  Coomassie.  But  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  mmtt 
know  jjerfectly  wetl  that  there  is  abso- 
lutely no  comparison  to  be  made 
between  the  two  casos.     The  ddsecration 
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of  the  Malidi*s  tomh  wsls  done  not  for 
tho  purpose  of  punishing  anybody,  not 
for  the  purp<x5o  of  private  vengeance  or 
of  pul>lic  vengeance,  but  for  the  safety 
and  security  of  that  country  which  we 
are  morally  bound  by  the  action  we  have 
taken  to  do  everything  in  our  power  to 
keep  sound  and  secure.  When  we  come 
to  consider  these  facts  I  do  think  we  may 
brush  aside  such  a  controversy  as  to 
whether  the  decomposed  bones  of  the 
Mahdi  ought  to  have  been  thrown  into 
the  river  or  buried  somewhere  else, 
or  as  to  what  has  become  of  his  head, 
Pei-sonally,  I  really  think  that  I 
should  be  indifferent  myself  what 
happens  to  these  Wnes  after  this  human 
machine  ceases  to  work.  As  I  am  indif- 
ferent as  to  what  happens  to  these  bones 
of  mine,  I  am  still  more  indtfTerent  as  to 
what  happens  to  a  bloody  ruffian  who  is 
now  fortunately  dead. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
hind,  Cocker montli)  :  A  great  dc<d  has 
liecn  sjiid  this  oveniug  about  the  Mahdi's 
Uimb,  but  I  never  expected  to  hear  such 
a  long  defence  in  this  House  of  body- 
snatching  as  I  have  heard  to-rught.  If  it 
was  bad  to  cut  off  the  Mahdis  heacJ^ 
surely  it  was  a  great  deal  worse  to  go 
into  the  Soudan  and  kill  10,000  people  at 
the  Imttle  of  Omdnmian.  It  appears 
to  nie  to  be  very  horrible  to  invade  a 
country  like  this  and  cut  down  these 
people  without  rhyme  or  reiison,  and  it 
seems  infinitely  worse  than  cutting  off 
the  head  of  a  man  who  has  l»een  de^wl  for 
some  years.  But  I  am  not  going  to 
attack  Lord  Kitchener,  I>ecau80  he  was 
only  earning  out  the  orders  of  the  nation. 
He  wii5  not  to  blame  for  all  he  did,  whether 
biid  or  good,  for  the  nation  was  responsi- 
ble, and  as  a  hnmbJe  member  of  the 
nation  I  think  I  am  entitled  to  ^ve  my 
opinion  up<jn  it.  The  whole  ponit  with 
reganl  to  this  (juestion  is — is  it  desiral»lo, 
l>encjieial,  and  creditable  that  we  should 
vote  this  largo  sum  of  pntdic  money  for 
this  purpose  ?  As  I  said  before,  I  do  not 
think  that  Lord  Kite  hen  cr  is  to  blame  for 
what  he  did.  He  effected  the  oTijcct  he 
had  in  view.  He  lost  very  few  men  in 
capturing  Khartoum,  and  he  did  it  very 
che^iply.  Tiifit  seems  to  bo  the  reason 
why  credit  has  been  bestowed  upon  him 
in  all  the  speeches  I  have  re-ad — that  is, 
how  very  cheaply  he  killed  these  men. 
He  performed  a  feat  which  h.ul  never  been 
done  before  inl>attle,forbe  killed  more  men 
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than  had  ever  been  killed  liefore  in  the 
same  time.  Mr*  Charles  Williams,  who 
is  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  war 
correspondents  we  have,  gave  a  very 
\ivid  description  of  the  slang hter^  and 
the  net  total  came  out  at  10,800  killed 
within  four  hours.  It  must  lie  remem- 
bered that  the  l)attle  did  not  last  more  than 
four  hoiu-Sj  and  there  were  seveml  intervals, 
Nothing  like  this  slaughter  has  over  been 
reconled  before.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know 
what  we  are  going  to  %'ote  this  money  for. 
,  I  am  reiidy  to  admit  that  the  proceedings 
in  the  Soudan  gave  immense  delight  to  a 
\  very  large  number  oi  British  newspaper 
editors,  poets,  City  aldermen,  and  dis- 
tinguished statesmen,  and  these  I  atlmit 
form  an  influential  section  of  the  com- 
miuiity.  These  proceedings  gave  im- 
mense delight  to  those  people  who  con- 
sidered that  this  battle  was  the  finest 
thiTig  that  had  been  done  for  generations. 
Lorn  liosebery  has  stated  that  this  cam- 
paign was  more  far-reaching  and  l>ene- 
tieent  in  its  results  than  any  which 
history  has  recorded,  and  i  t  has  added  lustre 
to  the  memorable  name  of  British  arms. 
What  wo  did  was  to  shoot  down  people 
at  a  long  range  to  which  they  could  not 
reply,  and  that  is  looked  ujx^n  as  one  of 
the  greatest  achievements  of  British  amis. 
If  Lord  Kosebery  is  right,  then  I  feel  a 
little  nervous  and  anxious,  because  we  are 
getting  enormous  armies  and  navies  to- 
gether, and  they  must  be  to  fight  some- 
body, and  I  wonder  what  will  happen 
when  we  fight  with  somebody  who  can 
fight,  and  not  those  pot>r  Dervishes. 
W  hat  will  happen  when  we  fight  with  the 
Russians,  the  Chinese,  and  the  Jajmnese 
altogether?  In  my  opinion  Lord  Kitchener 
hsLS  itlrearly  been  rewanled,  for  he  has 
been  called  up  to  the  House  of  Loi-ds  to 
sit  there  along  with  bishops  and  brewers, 
and  that  is  a  great  honcnu\  After  all,  in 
this  matter  Lord  Kitchener  only  did  his 
duty,  and  it  was  a  duty  for  which  he  \vm 
engaged,  and  I  do  not  see  why  we  shouhl 
give  Lord  Kitchener  this  money.  I 
think  it  is  a  TmuI  system,  for  it  is  ordy 
blood  money.  I  believe  there  were  some 
10,000  people  killud,  and  ytni  are  propos- 
ing to  give  him  £30,000  ;  therefore  he 
gets  X3  per  head  for  every  man  killed. 
Why  should  this  blood  money  1m3  paid, 
and  why  should  Lord  Kitchener  have  this 
gift  1  Because  a  soldier  hits  done  his 
doty,  why  should  he  be  put  upon  this 
pedestal  above  all  other  public  servants  t 
Why  don't  you,  when  a  judge  conducts  a 
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case  with  great  skill,  ask  for  a  Vote  of 
money  for  nim  1  If  a  bishop  gives  a  bril- 
liant charge  to  his  clergy,  why  don't  you 
ask  for  a  Vote  for  the  bishop  ?  A  Cabinet 
Minister  works  a  Bill  through  this  House 
the  same  as  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Bpard  did  the 
Vaccination  Bill,  but  you  do  not  give 
him  anything.  When  a  fireman  goes 
to  a  great  fire  and  performs  some  heroic 
deed,  you  do  not  vote  him  any  money, 
although  the  deed  he  performs  in  my 
opinion  is  more  glorious  than  the  deeds 
of  war.  I  should  like  to  discuss  for  a 
moment  whether  this  is  such  a  magnifi- 
cent victory  as  it  is  supposed  to  be. 
WTiat  is  there  glorious  about  it,  and  what 
were  the  reasons  for  undertaking  this 
expedition  ?  I  hardly  know  the  real 
reason,  because  I  have  heard  so  many. 
We  were  told  at  first  that  the  Khalifa 
might  come  down  upon  Egypt.  Lord 
Cromer  said  a  few  months  before  the  ex- 
pedition was  undertaken  that  there  never 
was  a  time  when  there  was  so  little  danger 
to  the  people  of  Egypt.  Of  course,  if 
ever  you  want  to  persuade  people  to  vote 
money  you  can  do  it  by  putting  in  a  word 
or  two  about  slavery.  But  why  don't 
you  stop  slavery  at  Zanzibar  1  The  next 
reason  given  was,  to  stop  the  cruelty  of 
the  Khalifa,  and  that  sounds  a  grand 
thing.  If  you  are  going  to  stop  cnielty, 
why  didn't  you  stop  the  cruelty  of  the 
Sultan  ?  I  am  trying  to  find  out  why 
this  money  is  to  be  voted,  and  what 
is  the  glory  and  the  honour  of  this  vic- 
tory. If  it  was  to  put  down  cruelty 
committed  by  the  Khalifa,  was  it  not 
more  cruel  still  to  shoot  them  down  and 
leave  them  to  die  in  misery  on  the  desert  1 
We  have  heard  something  to-night  about 
avenging  Gortlon's  death,  and  Lord  Rosc- 
Ijcry  said  that  by  our  victory  we  had 
paid  off  a  debt  which  for  thirteen  years 
had  been  near  the  heart  and  conscience  of 
every  Englishman.  The  Chaplain  at 
Windsor  once  stated  that  for  every 
drop  of  English  blood  that  had  been  shed 
at  Khartoum  rivoi-s  of  blood  of  those 
Avho  slew  Gordon  would  flow.  I  would 
rather  be  a  heathen  than  a  Christian  like 
that.  I  think  that  from  that  point  of 
view  this  expedition  has  not  been  satis- 
factory, for  what  is  it  we  have  conquered  ? 
Lord  Cromer  says  in  his  report  wiat  the 
Soudan  is  a  great  howling  desert.  \\Tiat 
trade  are  we  going  to  get  out  of  this 
place  1  I  have  been  driven  to  the  con- 
tusion that  the  reason  for  undertaking 
S/r  IFil/iid  Lawson, 


this  campaign  at  all  was  that  we  were 
ashamed  of  the  great  scandal  of  our  re- 
maining in  Egypt  and  of  breaking  our 
pledges  to  other  European  Powers.  We 
wanted  some  excuse  for  staying  a  little 
longer,  and  so  we  invaded  the  country  of 
the  Khalifa,  and  we  said  that  now  that 
Egypt  had  got  the  Soudan  back  again  we 
would  remain  there  to  protect  the  two 
countries.  To  carry  out  this  policv  we 
invaded  the  Soudan  and  slaughterea  and 
mutilated  some  30,000  people.  We  have 
had  numerous  banquets  where  statesmen 
have  poured  out  streams  of  maudlin 
bunkum  in  honour  of  this  policy,  for 
which  we  are  called  upon  to  grant  this 
Vote.  I  confess  that  I  do  not  think  there 
is  anything  noble  at  all  about  our  pro- 
ceedings in  the  Soudan,  for  they  are 
about  as  ignoble  as  they  can  possibly  be, 
for  this  kind  of  Imperialism  is  nothing 
more  than  organised  selfishness.  I  read 
the  other  day  some  lines  which  are 
applicable  to  the  Jingoes.     They  are  : 

Of  all  the  human  family 

I  love  myself  the  best ; 
Kiml  Providence  take  care  of  me. 

And  Sambo  take  the  rest. 

This  is  not  the  opinion  of  the  Little 
Englander.  I  say  that  this  policy  is 
nothing  more  than  sordid  selfishness,  and 
it  will  end  in  the  degradation  and  ulti- 
mate destruction  of  all  the  nations  which 
yield  to  it.  It  is  because  it  is  proposed 
to-night  to  endorse  this  kind  of  Im- 
perimism  that  I  shall  give  this  Vote  my 
most  strenuous  opposition. 

Sir  A.  ACLAND-HOOD  (Somerset, 
Wellington) :  I  shall  neither  follow  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
in  his  endeavour  to  find  salvation  in  the 
Mahdi's  tomb,  nor  shall  I  attempt  to  deal 
with  his  criticisms  of  Lord  Rosebery. 
One  of  the  charges  against  Lord  Kitchener 
is  that  he  has  polluted  the  pure  waters  of 
the  Nile  by  throwing  in  it  the  body  of 
the    Mahdi,    which    may   probably   have 

fiven  that  river  its  peculiar  brown  tinge, 
only  wish  to  say  a  few  words  to-night  in 
defence  of  that  Service  to  which  I  am 
proud  to  belong,  and  in  defence  of  my 
own  comrades  who  served  in  that  cam- 
paign. There  are  two  charges  against 
Lord  Kitchener.  The  first  is  that  of 
the  desecration  of  the  Mahdi's  tomb  and 
the  throwing  of  the  Mahdi's  body  into 
the  Nile.  The  second  charge  is  the 
treatment  of  the  wounded  after  the  battle 
of  Omdurman.  As  regards  the  first  charge, 
the     hon.     Member    for     Northampton 
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gave  the  Committee  an  illustration  of 
Lord  Wolseley's  behaviour  at  Coomassie, 
where  he  told  us  that  in  that  case  the 
general  in  command  did  not  allow  the 
tomb  of  the  kings  to  be  disturbed.  I  might 
perhaps  remind  the  hon.  Gentleman  that 
the  result  of  that  was  that  we  had  to 
have  another  expedition.  But,  after  all, 
the  whole  of  this  matter  is  one  of  com- 
mon sense.  I  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Montrose 
to  look  at  this  matter  from  a  common- 
sense  point  of  view,  and  I  would  ask  him 
if  he  would  rather  have  his  throat  cut  or 
allow  these  bones  to  be  thrown  in  the 
Nile  1  As  regards  the  charge  brought 
against  British  soldiers  of  killing  the 
wounded  Dervishes  on  the  battlefield,  I 
have  seen  wounded  Soudanese,  after  a 
brother  officer  has  given  them  water,  turn 
round  and  shoot  the  man  who  gave  them 
that  water.  I  would  iisk  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Leigh  Division,  and  others 
who  have  spoken  on  behalf  of  the 
wounded  Dervishes,  what  they  would  do 
if,  after  they  had  taken  water  to  these 
Dervishes  on  the  field  of  battle,  they 
turned  round  and  shot  at  them.  I  have 
seen  that  myself,  and  if  some  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  would  go  and  see  things  for 
themselves  on  the  field  of  battle  I  am  sure 
they  would  hold  a  different  opinion.  When 
we  consider  that  the  Government  of  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Monmouth  was  a  Member  are 
responsible  for  the  whole  of  this  war,  they 
must  take  the  blame  for  all  these  atrocities 
which  have  happened  in  the  Soudan,  for 
the  blame  does  not  rest  upon  Lord 
Kitchener,  or  the  present  Government, 
l)ut  it  rests  upon  the  party  opposite  and 
their  friend  the  Mahdi. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  rejoice  to  say  that 
upon  a  question  of  this  kind  the  voice  of 
Ireland  will  be  given  by  a  decisive 
majority  against  this  Vote.  The  voice  of 
the  majority  of  the  Irish  Members  has 
always  l^een  on  the  side  of  justice  and 
right,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  Irish 
vote  you  would  have  had  very  few  great 
reforms  in  this  century.  There  is  one 
point  on  which  I  most  heartily  agree  with 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  In  his 
opening  remarks,  in  eloquent  and  powerful 
language,  he  pointed  out  to  the  Committee 
that  in  discussing  this  question  we  were 
not  entitled  to  consider  the  merits  of  the 
policy  on  which  this  expedition  was  based. 
He  pointed  out — I  think  with  absolute 
truth — that  Lord  Kitchener  and  the  officers 
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and  men  who  served  under  him  were  not 
entitled  to  ask  whether  the  policy  was  a 
justifiable  one  or  not.  They  were  soldiers, 
and  they  were  bound  to  obey.  If  I  were 
an  English  Member,  and  if  it  were  simply 
a  question  of  the  skill  and  gallantry  with 
which  this  expedition  was  carried  out — no 
matter  how  much  I  condemned  it — I 
should  vote  in  support  of  this  Vote.  When 
I  listened  to  the  eloquent  language  used 
by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  when 
ho  drew  a  picture  of  the  sad  condition  of 
this  country,  my  memory  was  carried  back 
to  a  day  of  great  excitement  in  this  land, 
when  the  Commander-in-Chief  stated  that 
if  he  was  ordered  by  the  Government  and 
the  Queen  to  keep  the  peace  against  the 
Loyalists  of  Ireland,  he  would  rather  break 
his  sword  than  obey  those  oi-ders.  I  only 
hope  that  the  First  Lonl  of  the  Treasury 
will  apply  the  same  principles,  without  fear 
and  favour,  to  Ireland  as  he  is  now  apply- 
ing to  the  Soudan.  If  it  were  only  a 
question  of  the  merits  of  the  policy,  I 
would  vote  in  favour  of  this  grant ;  but 
there  is  something  to  be  said  with  regard 
to  the  conduct  of  Lord  Kitchener  after 
the  battle.  Even  in  the  ranks  of  hon. 
Members  who  sit  behind  the  Government 
there  has  been  manifested  a  wide  diver- 
gence of  opinion  on  this  question,  and  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  York  de- 
clared that  every  man  in  England — 
whether  civil  or  military — was  disgusted 
and  horrified  at  the  method  by  which  the 
Mahdi's  toml)  was  desecrated.  He  stated 
that  he  had  had  no  communication  with 
Lord  Kitchener,  but  he  declared  it  to  be 
his  conviction  that  Lord  Kitchener,  while 
he  gave  the  order  for  the  removal  of  the 
Mahdi*s  body  and  the  destruction  of  the 
tomb,  was  in  no  other  way  responsible  for 
the  method  by  which  the  remains  of  the 
Mahdi  were  outraged,  and  he  expressed 
the  greatest  possible  regret  for  the  circum- 
stances which  attended  that  act ;  and  that 
regret  is  evidently  shared  by  a  consider- 
a])Te  number  of  hon.  Membei*s  who  sit  on  the 
Government  benches.  But  in  the  second 
speech  of  the  Fii-st  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
there  was  not  a  single  wonl  of  regret.  On 
the  contrary,  he  declared  that  he  had  no 
regret  to  express  ;  and  he  seemed  to  think 
that  everything  that  was  done  in  connec- 
tion with  the  outrage  upon  the  remains 
of  the  Mahdi,  the  desecration  of  his 
tomb,  and  the  disposal  of  his  remains  was 
not  only  necessary,  but  was  also  decently 
and  properly  done.  In  that  respect  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  differs  ioto  caslo  from 
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the  Meniher  for  York  and  the  hon,  Member 
for  tlie  Leigh  Division,  who  expressed 
their  compassion  for  those  who  would  \m 
called  upon  to  defend  this  act  in  the  House- 
We  did  not  want  to  wait  long  for  another 
iiistanee  of  cnnsiderable  divergence  of 
opinion  ou  this  occasion,  l>Gcanse  one 
hon.  Member  got  up  and  expressed  his 
gratitndo  to  Lord  Kitchener  for  having 
given  this  country  .some  revenge  for  the 
death  of  Gordon  ;  and  it  is  idle  after  thiit 
for  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
noble  Lord  the  Meml>er  for  York  to  deny 
that  there  are  numltera  of  men  on  the 
opposite  benches  who  looked  with  pleasure 
ou  the  desecration  of  the  i^Iahdi's  tomb 
because  they  looked  upon  it  as  a  piece  of 
vengeance  for  the  death  of  Clordon,and  tliat 
itS  a  coinnu>ri-phice  lu  this  country  and 
this  House.  I  am  pretty  familiar  with 
the  writings  and  the  life  of  Gordon, 
a  man  for  whom  I  always  had  the  greatest 
resjxjct,  and  it  is  enough  to  make  him  turn 
in  his  grave  at  the  insult  levelled  at  hini, 
whose  whole  life  was  founded  on  the 
teachings  of  the  Founder  of  his  religion, 
I  hold  that  the  right  hou.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Montrose  is  discharging  a 
public  duty  in  protesting  against  the  pro- 
ceedings of  which  complaint  is  made.  I 
have  tm  doubt  that  the  right  hon*  Gentle- 
man will  l>e  defeated,  aTid  that  the  money 
will  be  voted.  Yes,  but  the  value  of  the 
protest  will  not  pass  aw^ty,  and  niaiiy  a 
m.'ui  who  votes  for  this  grant  will,  as  an 
Englishman,  feel  humiliated  rit  the  acts 
which  have  been  done  in  the  name  of  this 
covnitry.  At  all  events,  I  am  glsul  to  know 
tliat  the  name  of  Ireland  will  lie  free  from 
any  complicity  in  this  business.  It  seoraa 
U>  me  there  has  been  gx*eat  cruelty  and 
t*p|ires»ion,  ainl  I  sjieak  on  this  matter 
with  some  knowledge.  Wo,  having  suf- 
fered from  the  siune  evil,  have  learned  to 
symjmthise  with  the  oppressed,  and  we  are 
not  ashamed  to  come  hero  and  s<iy  so. 
The  treatment  of  the  Mahdi^s  toml)  htis 
Ijeen  ko  fully  treated  that  I  do  not  pro- 
txise  to  travel  over  the  ground  again,  but 
1  do  ask  the  Committee  to  consider  one 
iispoct  of  this  question,  and  that  is  this-^ 
the  chief  and  only  defence  which  has 
been  offered  to-night  for  the  destruction 
of  the  Mahdi'a  tomb  and  the  throwing 
of  the  remains  into  the  Nile  with  igno- 
miny is  that  the  Mahdi  was  a  prophet  in 
the  eyes  of  his  people,  and  that  his  tomb 
might  he  the  centre  of  reverence  and 
BUperstition.  If  that  argument  were 
logically  followed  it  would  lead  to  a  very 


strange  conclusion.  If  we  are  ever  to 
accept  the  principle,  which  I  thought  was 
consigned  to  the  evil  past,  that  becau^ 
wo    differ     from     people     and      re^&rd 

\  their  convictions  and  faiths  and  beUefa 
as  superstitious,  we  are  entitled  to 
outrage  and  degrade  the  tombs  of  the 
men  whose  memories  the  people 
venerate,  we  will  travel  upon  a  road  which 
promises  to  Ica^l  to  strange  conclusions 
indeed.  Yon  are  going  to  arrogate  to 
yourselves  the  right  to  destroy  and 
desecrate  all  tombs  in  India  which  may 
incite  fanaticism.  India  is  not  without 
its  fanaticism.  You  had  fanatical  risings 
there  a  few  years  ago.  Do  you  l>elievc 
that  the  Indian  saints  are  any  better 
than  the  Mahdi  1  If  you  carry  this 
policy  to  extremities  we  may  be  led  into 
further  difticu!ties.  A  letter  written  to 
Thi'  Times  by  the  Marquis  of  Norths 
ampton  points  out  that  because  the 
Mahdi  was  regarded  by  the  orthodox  Mus- 
sulmans as  a  heretic,  then  it  was  a  neces- 
sity, for  which  wo  must  t^ike  the  respoQ* 
silnlity,  that  his  tomb  should  be  destroyed 
in  order  to  put  a  stop  to  the  fanaticism 
of  the  Soudanese.  It  appears  to  me  from 
all  the  arguments  that  have  been  urged 
that  you  are  attempting  to  establish  the 
position  that  in  dealing  ^\ith  savage  peoples 
you  lire  justified  in  having  recourse  to 
any  meivsures  which  your  military  com- 
manders recommend  as   necessary.     The 

'  hon.  Member  for  Leamington  said  the 
other  day  that  wo  ought  to  have  recourse  to 
all  methods  of  civiliswl  warfare  in  these 
matters  ;  if  we  have  not,  we  shall  be 
dragged  by  irresistible  compulsion  to  thiit 
position,  that  wo  are  to  crush  and 
humibate  and  break  the  spirit  of  the 
people  with  whom  wo  have  to  deal.  Th«t 
is  the  spirit  which  is  given  expression  to 
to-night.  I  do  not  forget  that  we  too  have 
our  sacred  places,  to  which  we  at  tiiue^ 
make  pilgrimages.  \Mnit  would  be  sjtid 
for  the    ilahometnis   if   they  desecmled 

'  a»id  destroyed  those  holy  [ilaces  t    In  this 

I  respect  the  Mahometcans  put  us  to  sbiUtHV 
for,  although  they  do  not  believe  in 
theteachingsof  the  Founder  of  Christianiiy, 
because  He  is  venerated  by  a  great  section 
of  the  human  nice  they  also  Tencratc 
Him.  I  also  believe — ^I  am  convinced — 
that  on  the  fiehl  of  Umdurman  there  was 
an  unnecessary,  brat-al,  and  wholesale 
slaughter  of  the  wounded»  and  I  was 
struck  by  the  contradiction  of  Lord 
Kitchener  to  the  charge  l>rought  forward. 
The  contradiction  given  by  Loixl  Kitchener 


I 


I 
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was  no  pontnifliction  at  all,  niicl  there  is 
Tio  <lonl>t  that  the  tronpa  under  his  com- 
iimud,  whether  British,  Eg\^ptiaiij  or 
S<>ii(l.itKi8t%  had  wantonly  killed  mitny 
woiuidiHl  Hi3  said  he  hardly  thniight  it 
likely  that  thi?  men  who  Imnight  the 
charges  would  fintl  an  expcmtiot  of  their 
views  in  Parliament ;  but  if  thoy  did  ho 
categorically  denied  that  the  troojis  under 
his  command  did  any  such  thing.  The 
conti"ulictit>n  wa^  too  miiehj  VK>cause  it 
was  idle  to  (Jeny  that  the  troops  did  kill 
the  woiincied.       It  is  a  well-known   fact 

that  in  all  these  Soudanese  l>aitles  it  has 
been  the  habit  to  kill  the  wounded. 
There  was  no  more  humane  man  than 
Utjrdon  himself  ever  sent  out  by  the 
pt^oplc  of  this  country,  and  I  have  read  in 
two  works  that  he  was  always  of  opinion 
that  this  evil  might  1>e  remedied.  He  mid, 
"If  you  go  to  help  them,  these  people  will  [ 
try  and  kill  your  men,  "  (Cbeei-s  from  the  i 
Goveniment  l»enches.)  Yes,  that  is  so; 
what  is  the  use  of  denying  it  i  Of  course, 
they  have  all  been  killed,  you  cannot  have  it 
bf>th  ways.  My  punt  is,  What  is  the  use  of 
sending  home  a  telegram  saying  that  the 
wounde<l  have  not  been  killed  when^  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  all  have  been  killetl? 
You  may  talk  as  you  please  al>out 
going  into  countries  like  the  Soudan  under 
the  idea  of  bringing  civilisjition  to  them. 
You  do  not  do  so.  The  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that 
Tjothing  wiia  gained  by  the  unnecessary 
horrors  of  these  expeditions  ar»d  those 
IjikUles*  You  have  been  at  it  now 
20  years,  and  you  ha\*o  not  brought 
civilisation  yet  You  have  turned  a  com- 
paratively peaceful  country  into  a  desert 
waste.  At  all  events,  whatever  its  con- 
dition at  one  time,  there  has  been  ten  times 
the  loss  of  life,  misery,  degradation,  and 
horror  of  every  kind,  since  Europeans 
set  their  feet  in  that  country  under  the 
prostituted  name  of  Christianity,  carry- 
ing  in  their  train  murfler,  rapine,  whisky, 
disease,  and— the  Bible.  That  is  the 
dvilisation  you  have  given  them.    I  must 


do  this  justice,  however,  to  the  men 
responsible  for  the  present  Governmeiit. 
Certainly,  we  do  not  hear  from  them 
that  they  are  carrying  on  these  wars  for 
the  purpose  of  spreading  Christianity. 
They  are  carrying  them  on  for  the  ex- 
tension of  trade,  and  it  is  mockery  and 
hypocrisy  to  say  that  the  object  of 
these  wars  is  the  g(x>d  of  these  unhappy 
races  and  the  spread  of  Christiiinity,  for 
every  act  done  has  been  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  the  principles  entuiciated  by  the 
Founder  of  that  religion. 

Colonel  SAUNDEHSON  (Armiigh, 
N)  ,  As  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo 
has  spoken  on  behalf  of  one  section  of  the 
Irish,  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  a  word  on 
behalf  of  the  other  Iriih. 

Mfl  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  The  Anglo- 
Irish. 

Colonel  SAUNDER80N  :  Which  I 
think  in  the  division  lobby  will  show  a 
majority.  The  hon.  Member  for  Eist 
Mayo  has  made  a  si>eech  strongly  deprc- 
cjitive  of  ihc  action  of  Great  Britain  in 
Egypt, 

Mu.  DILLON :  The  Soudan  I  said. 

CuujNEL  SAUNI)EK80N:  The  lion. 
Gentleman  has  made  very  many 
speeches  in  which  he  has  for  many 
years  depreciated  the  action  of  Great 
Britain  in  all  jiarts  of  the  wxrrld, 
especially  in  Ireland.  The  two  heroes  the 
hon.  Crentlemau  and  his  friends  appeared 
to  admire  most  in  recent  years  are  the 
Mahdi  and  Wolf  Tone,  the  reason  being 
that  the  Mahdi  hiul  fought  against  Great 
Britain  aiid  W'olf  Tone  hated  Great 
Britain,  and  was  also  usually  drunk.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  was  tremendously  shocked 
at  the  unburying  of  the  Mahdi's  remains. 
What  is   there  horrible   in  that  ?     I   re- 
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member  not  so  very  long  ago  that  a  sec- 
tion of  the  Irish  people  who  sjnnpathised 
with  the  hon.  Gentleman  desired  to  show 
their  hatred  for  a  gentleman  who  was  the 
head  of  the  police  in  Ireland,  and  they 
took  up  his  wife's  remains  and  threw  them 
into  a  river.  My  memory  may  fail  me, 
but  I  do  not  remember  that  the  hon. 
Member  then  rose  in  his  place  and  called 
down  the  denunciations  of  all  Christian 
men  on  this  abominable  act.  The  Chris- 
tianity of  the  hon.  Member  seems  to  be 
somewhat  sporadic  in  its  character.  To 
my  mind,  the  shooting  of  a  so-called 
landgrabber,  the  houghing  of  a  cow,  or 
injuring  a  dumb  beast,  is  fifty  times  worse 
than  the  digging  up  of  the  remains  of  a 
dead  fanatic.  I  pass  from  the  remarks  of 
the  hon.  Member,  and  desire  to  say  a  word 
or  two  on  the  more  serious  aspect  of  the 
case  as  put  forward  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Montrose.  I  lis- 
tened to  his  speech  to-night,  and  as  I  listened 
compared  it  with  the  speech  he  delivered 
on  the  25th  of  May,  which  to  my  mind 
explained  the  object  of  the  speech  of  to- 
night. In  the  speech  of  the  25th  of  May 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  brought  a 
bill  of  indictment  against  the  Government 
and  summoned  them  before  the  bar  of 
civilised  opinion.  In  that  speech,  in  order 
that  we  might  judge  the  Vote  we  are 
discussing  tonight,  he  read  numerous 
letters  giving  an  account  of  all  the  abomi- 
nable cruelty  and  tyranny  we  practised. 
If  it  is  true,  as  has  been  alleged,  that  the 
British  are  bloodthirsty  and  revengeful 
and  deal  cniclly  with  these  native  races, 
then  one  would  expect  them  to  be  univer- 
sally hated  by  the  native  races. 


Lord  J^ikhener.  id6 

Mr.    SWIFT    MacNEILL:     I   iiave 
been  in  Africa. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  :  Then  I  am 
sorry  the  hon.  Member  did  not  remain 


Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :    So  you  are. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON :  I  venture 
to  say  that  the  hon.  Member  who  makes 
the  statement  has  never  been  in  Africa. 

Colonel  Saunderson.  , 


there.     I  have  been  all  over  these  coun- 
tries, and    I  ask   anyone  who  has    ever 
visited  this  country  to  look  at  the   rela- 
tions which  exist  in  South  Africa  between 
the  natives  and  the  British.      The  whole 
c^  the  black  races  are  on  the  British  side 
and  they  hate  the  Boers.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman    the    Member  for    Montrose 
seemed  to  say  that  he  should  deal  all 
round  with  the  black  races  as  he  should 
deal  with  the  white.   I  at  once  deny  that. 
The  ordinary  black  you   meet   with   in 
Africa  is  a  man  with  the  intelligence  of  a 
child  and   the   passions  of  a   man.      In 
dealing  with   a  child  you  restrain   him 
until  his  intellect  has  grown  sufficiently 
to  guide  him.      If  he  were  to  try  that  on 
the  Upper  Congo,  what  would  he  find  t 
The  first   thing  the    natives   would  do 
would  be  to  fatten  him  and  then  eat  him. 
Then  as  to  Egypt,  see  what  the  tyrannical 
British  have  done  there.     We  have  been 
masters  of  the  Soudan  for  some  time^  and 
we  intend  to  remain  so ;  we  are  in  Egypt, 
and  intend  to  remain  there;  and  what  have 
we  done  1    We  have  raised  up  out  of  the 
wretched  people  an  army  to  which  it  is  a 
credit  to  belong,  soldiers  worthy  to  stand 
by    our  own    men.      What    about    the 
Soudanese  1    We  have  only  to  think   of 
them  at  Omdurman  under  British  officers. 
So  long  as  a  nation  can  always  produce 
the  right  man  at  the  right  time,  that 
nation  is  on  the  rising  grade.    We,  thank 
God,  are  on  the  rising  grade.     We  are 
told  that  the  whole  country  was  shockod 
at  this  terrible  act  of  desecration.     I  can 
only  speak  for  myself,  and  I  was  not  in 
the  least  shocked  at   the  desecration  of 
the  tomb  of  the  Mahdi.  On  the  contrary, 
I  thought  it  one  of  the  wisest  acts  that 
ever  was  done.    I  do  not  say  it  was  done 
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in  the  right  way.  I  think  it  ought  to 
have  been  carried  out  with  more  ceremony, 
not  out  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the 
Mahdi,  whose  acts  were  not  calculated  to 
inspire  affection — who  as  a  bloodthirsty 
tyrant  has  left  a  record  which  will 
never  be  forgotten — but  because  I  think 
it  would  have  been  a  wise  thing  to 
attract  the  universal  attention  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Soudan,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Omdurman,  to  the  fact  that 
we  had  conquered  the  Mahdi's  country, 
and  had  taken  the  bones  of  the  false 
prophet  out  of  their  tomb  and  scattered 
them  to  the  winds.  The  right  honourable 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Montrose 
Burgh  drew  a  terrible  picture  of  our 
men  taking  up  the  corpse  of  the  Mahdi 
and  cracking  off  his  head.  Thid  has  had 
a  terrible  effect  on  the  Liberal  and  Radical 
Federation.  (Laughter,  and  an  honourable 
Member :  "  Where's  the  joke  1 ")  I  should 
look  upon  it  as  a  joke  if  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's head  was  cut  off.  I  certainly  think 
it  would  have  been  better,  for  the 
Biike  of  the  peace  of  the  Soudan, 
if  as  much  notoriety  as  possible 
could  have  been  given  to  what  I  look 
upon  as  having  been  a  very  wise  pro- 
ceeding. It  was  our  duty,  having  taken 
the  country,  to  ensure  its  peace.  Any- 
body who  knows  anything  about  the 
Mahometan  world  is  aware  that  if  we  had 
allowed  a  sort  of  Mecca  to  grow  up  about 
Omdurman  we  should  have  seen  a  re- 
crudescence of  disturbance  which  would 
inevitably  have  led  to  a  vast  expenditure 
of  life  and  money.  I  admit  that  the 
taking  up  of  a  dead  man's  bones  and  the 
scattering  of  them  was  a  very  unfortu- 
nate necessity — a  thing  one  would  not 
choose  to  do ;  and,  from  what  I  know  of 
Lord  Kitchener,  it  was  a  thing  which,  if 
he  had  not  believed  it  to  be  an  impera- 
tive necessity,  he  would  not  have  done. 
He  realised,  knowing  the  country  as  he 


did,  and  knowing  the  nature  and  charac- 
ter of  the  Mahometans,  that  to  leave 
there  a  centre  of  fanaticism  for  a  fanatical 
population  to  dwell  upon  would  have 
been  an  act  of  insanity.  I  not  only 
think  it  was  a  wise  thing  to  dig  up  the 
remains  of  the  Mahdi,  but  I  hope  the 
tomb  itself  will  be  rased  to  the  ground, 
and  nothing  of  it  left.  The  idea  that 
Lord  Kitchener,  who  knocked  the  Mahdi's 
army  into  a  cocked  hat,  was  animated  by 
a  spirit  of  revenge,  is  preposterous.  Can 
anybody  be  foolish  enough  to  believe 
that  he  would  have  revenged  himself  on 
the  dead  bones  of  a  man  he  had  never 
seen  1  The  idea  of  revenge  could  never 
have  entered  into  the  head  of  Lord 
Kitchener  or  any  other  man  with  a  grain 
of  sense.  It  was  done  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  peace  in  the  Soudan,  and,  so 
far  as  it  was  done  for  that  object,  it 
merits  the  approval  of  this  country ;  and 
I  hope  the  maudlin  sentimentality  that 
has  been  showered  over  this  act  will  be 
dissipated  to  the  winds  by  the  common- 
sense  of  the  British  people.  We  must 
remember  the  task  we  are  performing  in 
Africa.  We  are  not  there  simply  found- 
ing colonies,  we  are  creating  an  Empire, 
and  in  doing  that  I  believe  we  are  ful- 
filling a  noble  destiny.  We  are  bringing 
into  the  Dark  Continent  civilisation ;  we 
shall  also  bring  peace  and  prosperity,  and 
the  nations  of  the  world  will  do  well  to 
learn  that  it  is  a  dangerous  and  some- 
times a  fatal  thing  to  get  in  the  way  of  a 
nation  that  is  fulfilling  its  destiny. 

Mil.  R.  WALLACE  (Edinburgh,  E.) : 
The  case  against  the  argument  of  my 
right  hon.  friend  has  been  a  restatement 
of  the  tyrant's  plea  of  necessity.  But, 
however  calculated  to  be  useful  as  a 
matter  of  order  Lord  Kitchener's  ex- 
pedient might  have  been,  it  was  an 
expedient  which  ought  never  to  have  been 
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of  the  danger  to  tbia  country  of  alli^wiug 
our  people  to  get  out  of  Imnd.  We  biive 
known  it  for  centuries,  and  have  for 
centuries  lieen  providing  every  safeguard 
against  the  evil  it  might  do ;  and  no 
nation  in  the  world,  I  assert,  haa  succeeded 
so  well  or  so  far  in  this  respect  as  we 
have.  It  is  hard^  when  we  know  what 
our  people  are  doing  and  refraining  fruiii 
doing,  that  their  effoits  should  h^  mini- 
mised by  such  an  unfortunate  speech  as 
that  of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman 
•opposite. 


gretted  that  Lord  Kitchener  did  nut- 
recollect  and  follow  the  words  and 
example  of  Charles  V,,  who,  when  urged 
hy  Catholic  advisers  to  wreck  vengeance 
on  the  tomb  of  Luther,  replied,  **  I  war 
not  with  the  deatl,  but  with  the  living," 


Mr.  swift  MacNEILL:  I 
have  liked  very  much  to  reply  to  the 
speech  of  the  Memljer  for  North  Armagh, 
but  I  must  pay  some  regard  to  the  late- 
ness of  the  huui'  and  the  pjitience  of 
honourable  Memljers,    AVith  regard  to  the 


Mr.  SYDNEY  GEDGE  (Walsall)  r  I 
desire  to  call  the  attention  ijf  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  Government  to  the  action 
of  Lord  Kitchener  with  regard  to  Chris- 
tian missions.  He  desires  the  In^st  in- 
terests of  the  Soudanese,  and  has  raiseri 
XI 00, 000  to  found  an  Educational  College 
should  ^  in  memory  of  General  Gordon.  He  has, 
however,  excluded  from  the  subjects 
taught  that  which  was  the  root  of  Gor- 
don's strength,  the  mainspring  of  his 
actions,  and  what  he  most  of  all  desired 
to  give  to  the  nations  -  -namely,  the  Chris- 


deadcration  of  the  Mahdi's  body,  I  submit    tian  religion.     For  the  establishment  of 


that  we  have  no  right  to  do  what  is 
moraUy  wrong,  even  if  it  be  politically 
right.  England  is  supposed  to  be  the 
elevator  of  nations,  but  in  her  actions 
tow^ards  other  nations  she  takes  a  lower 
tone,  and  in  this  matter  it  is  proposed  to 
sanction  a  foul  and  disgusting  outrage. 
It  grieves  me  to  think  I  am  in  opposition 
to  Lord  Kosebery  in  this  matter.  Lord 
Roseliery  thinks  we  ought  to  give  Lord 
Kitchener  £30^000  on  becoming  a  peer 
I  always  thought  it  w^as  those  who  re- 
ceived the  peerages  who  paid.  The  pro- 
posed grant— £30,000— was  exiictly  the 
sum  of  Mr.  Hfjoley's  cheque  which  he 
thought  woidd  work  miracles  and  make 
him  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  England — a 
memWr  of  the  Carlton  Club,  I  am  not 
going  through  the  various  reasons  which 
have  been  given  in  justification  of  this 
grant.  I  can  only  say  that  the  desecration 
of  the  Mahdi's  body  is  a  denial  by  a  pro- 
fessedly Christian  nation  of  the  immortality 
of  the  souJ.  It  is  very  much  to  l»e  re- 
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a  mission  the  funds  have  been  subscribe*! 
and  the  men  are  ready  to  go,  but  Lord 
Kitchener  has  forbidden  them  to  enter 
Khartoum,  through  fear,  it  is  believed,  of 
complications  with  the  French.  1  expect 
that  that  danger  has  prolmbly  by  this  time 
passed  away.  It  has  l>eeu  stated  in  the 
newspapers  that  Cardinal  Vaughan  is  or- 
ganising a  Roman  Mission  which  is  to  take 
the  place  of  the  Italian  priests  who  had 
been  expelled,  and  it  seems  to  be  time  to 
remove  the  embargo  on  ProtesUuit  mis- 
sions, and  not  to  follow  the  mistaken, 
cowardly  pi»licy  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany of  excluding  missions  for  many  years, 
only  to  find  that  in  the  Mutiny  the  Chris- 
tian converts  saved  India  for  England.  1 
hope  that  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  given  to  the  subject 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes,  393  ; 

Noes,  51.     (Divisiou  List  No.  170.) 
O 


Acknii-I!ot><l,  Tapt.  Sir  A.  F, 
Aird,  John 

Allan.  \Viniam  ((iatesliead} 
Allen.  ^\^  ( Xewe.  under  Lyme) 
Alllmsen.  A.  Henry  Eden 
Allaapit,  Hon.  (ieorge 
Anwon,  Sir  Williani  Heyneli 
Arnold.  Alfred 
Arnold- Koi-ster,  Hugh  O. 
Arrol,  Sir  Williaai 
Aahton,  Thomas*  rair 
A.Hqnitli.  lit.  Hon.  H.  Henry 
A tki nebcin,  Itt.  Hon,  John 
Austin.  Sir  John  (VorkHhire) 
r>a^t*t,  i'ayjt.  J.  Fitzlloy 
l»ailey,  Janie^  (Wahvortli) 
ttairtt  '5t)lin  <  J.  Alexander 
llalcarren.  Lord 
littldvnn,  Alfred 
Balfour,  lit  Hn  A  J  (M'ncli'r) 
Balfour.  Ht.  Hn.  U.  W  (Leeds) 
Banhury.  Frederick  lieorge 
Barnes.  Frederic  tiorell 
Barry,  KtHaAHSmith'(Hiint9 
BartWy,  Oeor«,'e,  C.  T.  I 

Barton>  Ihinluu  Plunket 
Lsatliurr^t.Htm  Allen  Benjanun 
BearhJitHn  Sir  >L H,{ Bristol)  i 
BeiU'h,  \V  W  liranston  (Hants) 
lieauiuont>  Went  worth  C  B. 
Beckett,  Ernent  William 
Hegg,  Ferdinand  Faitlifull 
lientinck,  Lonl  Hemy  C. 
BereHford.  Lord  <'harles 
BethelU  Commander 
IShownft^'gree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Biddnl]>U.  Midmel 
BiL'wmjd,  James 
Bill,  i'liarleH 
Billson.  Alfred 
Birrellt  Au^'iistine 
Blak  i s t  on '  f  1  on s  t o  n ,  John 
Blandell,  i'olonel  Henrj' 
lk>nd.  Ft  I  ward 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orrae 
BoulnoiN,  Edmund 
BowleM'apt  IFF.  (Middlesex) 
BraH!!*evT  Albert 
Brwlrick,  Kt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookhelii*  A.  Montagu 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Brunner,  Sir  tJohn  Tomlinf*on 
Bryce,  lit.  Hn.  James 
Buchanan.  Thomas  Hyburn 
Bui  lard.  Sir  Harry 
Burdett  t'outt>,  \V. 
Butcher,  John  ( ieorge 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell.  James 
Camphdl,  J.  \L  M.  (Dublin) 
Can  iplie!  Mian  nentmn,  Sir  H. 
Car  I  lie,  William  Walter 
i  'auftton,  Bic'liard  Knight 
Cavendish,  B.  F.  {S.  Lanes.) 
( 'avendifth ,  \\  C.  W.  ( Derbysh. ) 
(*ayzer.  Sir  Charles  William 
<*ei'U.  Evelyn  (Hertbird,  East) 
C  '€<*il,  Lord'  Hugh  (Greenwich) 


tlialoner.  Captain  II.  C.  W. 
Chanil>erlain,  Kc.  Hn.JiBirm) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A,  t Worc'r^ 
Cliaplin.  lU,  Hon.   Henry 
Charrington ,  Spenrer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clare.  <  )etaviu!s  Leigh 
Clarke,  Sir  E.  (Plymouth) 
Clongh.  Walter  ( hven 
Cochrane.  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
r'widington.  Sir  William 
Ctjghill.  Douglas  Harrj'' 
Cohen.  Ben j and n  Loim 
Colling?!,  Kt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  i\  H  H,  A  thole 
Com|vtoii.  Lord  Alwyne 
Cook,  F.  L.  iLamlieth) 
Cooke,  C.  \\\  B.  (Hereford) 
Corliett,  A.  C.  (UUisgow) 
Cornwallis,  F.  Stanley  W. 
Cotton-JcMlrell.  Col.  *E.  T.  D. 
Cox,  Irwin  E.  li  (Harrow) 
Cripps»  Charles  Alfred 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henr^^ 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
nalkoitb,  li4irl  of 
L>alrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davenport ,  W^,  Bromley- 
Davies,Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Daviess ,  M  A'a  u  j,dian-  { Cardigan 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dbkson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
r>igby,  John  K.  D.  Wingtield 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Kalnh 
Dixon '  liartlandSfrFreoDixon 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglaa,  Ht.  Hon.  A.  A  kens- 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Dougia?"- Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Doxford,  William  Thewlor© 
I)ra^'e»  Geo  (Trey 
I>oc"Kworih,  James 
F>uncoml»e,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dunn.  Sir  William 
Dyk0,Ut.HonSir\VillianiHart 
Kgcrton.  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot, Hon.  A.  Balph  Lkmglae 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Evans,  Saml.  T.  ((.ilamorganj 
Evanft.SirFrancisH  ( Sonth^ton  | 
Everahedt  Sydney 
Fardel  I,  Sir  T.  George 
Farqnb arson.  Dr.  Bohert 
Fel1owe-s,  H  on.  A  il  wyn  Eihvard 
Ferguson,  H.  C.MunroejLeith) 
FergussonJitH  n.  SirJ  (ManeV) 
Field*  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  (leorge  H. 
Fin  lay,  Sir  Robert  l^tnnatyne 
Fir]>ank.  Josepfi  Thomas 
Fisher.  William  Haye-s 
Fi^^on,  Frederick  William 
Fi  tzGerahl,  Sir  Kobe  rt  Pen  rose- 
Fitzinaurii-e,  Lord  Ednvond 
I  Fitz  Wygram,  (ieneral  Sir  F. 
'  riannery.  Sir  Furtescuii 


Fletcher,  Sir  Heary 
Flower,  Ernest 
Folkestone,  Vbeount 
Forester,  Henry  Williatu 
F^oster,  Colonel  (l^nc&st^r) 
Foster,  Harry  S,  (SuiToUt) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Fry,  Lewis 

Galloway.  William  Johnson 
Gar  lit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 

cnbbH,Hn.  Ai;  H(Cityon-ond-| 
G  ibljs.  Hon.  Vicary  (St,  Albans^ 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunder- 
Godaon,SirAugustU9F>€denek 
Gold,  Chfirles 

Goldsworthy,  Major-Generml 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorwtjtt.  Hon,  Sir  John  Eldon 
(ioscben,Ilt  HnGJ(S.George'i> 
Goschen,  George  J,  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robe  it 
Grey,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  Walford  FK  (^^"etinell,) 
(ireene, Henry  D.  (Shrewsb^y.l 
Gretton,  John 
Greville.  Hon.  Ronald 
(irey.  Sir  F^dward  (Berwick^ 
Grillith,  F:11j8  J. 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon. Sir  Charles 
Halsey,  Tliomas  Frederick 
Hamilu>n,  Bt,  Hon.  Lord  lieo, 
Hanbnry,  Bt,  Hon.  Robert  Wm, 
Hanson,"  Sir  lieginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Harwood,  (ieorge 
Hatch.  F>ueKt  Frederick  Gaa, 
Heath,  Jame.s 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hedderwick,  Tlioma*  C.  I 
H elder,  Augnstuii 
Henderwon,  .\lexander 
Hermon-  Hodge,KobertTr( 
HieJiman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hill.  A.  (I)owTi.  West) 
Hill.  Sir  E.  S.  (Bristol) 
Hoare,  II  B.   (Hampst-ead^ 
Hobhouse.  Henry 
Holland,  Hon  Lionel  R.  (Row| 
Holland,  W\  H.  (York  VV.H.y 
Hornby,  Sir  WiBiaiii  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Honldswortb,  Sir  W,  Henry 
Hou*»t<Lm»  H,  h\ 
Howard,  Jo»epli 
Ho  worth.  Sir  Henry  Hovl 
Hozier,  Hon.  J.  H/C^cil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
HutehiHwMi,  Capt,  (i.  W,  G,- 
Hntton,  John  (York$.  N'.It.) 
Jackson,  Kt,Hn.  Wni.  Lawieft 
Jacoby,  Jamoi*  Alfre«l 
Jebb,  Rielinril  Claverhouse 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jone» 
J«iiHel,  Capt.  Uerbei't  Meriock 


L'it'*i  hit'henn. 
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J  ohnso  n  -  Forg  aw-jn ,  .1  abexEd  w» 
JoHne^tane,  HevwmMl  (Siiasex) 
JiilHffe,  Hon,  H.  GeorKe 
.Tones,  Da\idBr3mmor(  Swans' a 

Kearley,  Hadaon  K. 

Kemp,  George 

Kennaway,  Kt,  Hn.  Sir  J.  H, 

Kenyon,  JameJi 

K  OS  wick,  William 

Kimljer,  Henry 

Kinlodi,  Sir  J'  George  Smyth 

KiUon,  Sir  James 

Knowles,  Ijees 

Jjatiiliert,  George 
Latirte,  Lieut.  •<  General 
LawreDce,  Sir  E.  D.  (Com.) 
Lawrence.  Wra.  F,  <  Liveri>ool) 
Lawiion.  John  Grant  {YorkR.) 
LecUy.KtHonWillianiEdw.H. 
I^Wsir  KlUott  (Birkenhead) 
Lee^e.Si  r  Jo?.ephF.  ( Accrington 
I  ^eij^h  ton,  Stanley 
Llewellyn.  Evan  H. (Somerset) 
Lly\velyn,Sirr*ill\vvn(Swan8ea 
Lon;:,CoL  t  'harle?*\V,{  Eveaham 
Long»Rt.  Hn Walter  (Liverpool 
LopfiN  Henry  Yarde  BtiUer 
Lome*  Marquis  of 
I^owe,  Francis  William 
Lowlei,  John 

Lowther*  RtHonJaines  (Kent) 
I  A^yil,  Archie  Kirk  man 
Ltihliuck,Kt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Lucai-Sliailwell,  William 
Lyellt  Sir  Leonard 
Lytl45lton,  Hon.  Alfred 

Macartney,  W,  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,*John  Camming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclean,  Jame;*  Mackenzie 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M' Arthur,  (  htirle^  (Llveqiool) 
M* Arthur,  Williuni  (Gornwalli 
M'Calmont,  H.  L.  11  (ramVis,) 
M'Calmont.  TiJ.  J,  (Antri,mE 
\Mver,  Sir  Lewis  (EtUnbX  W 
M'Kenna,  He^inHlil 
M'Killop,  Jame*^ 
McLaren,  Gharles  Benjamin 
Malcolm,  Ian 

^fanners,  Lonl  EJward  Wni,J» 
Maple,  Sir  John  Bhiniiell 
Marks,  Henry  Ffananel 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Maxwell,  Ht,  Hon,  SirHerliertE 
Melville,  Bere-iforJ  Valentine 
Mev^Msy  Tii<nujtson.  Sir  H.  M» 
MidJlemore.  »iohn  T. 
Milhank,  Sir  \\  i\  John 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner.  Sir  Fretierick  George 
Mil  wan! .  Colonel  Victor 
Montasju,  Hon.  J.  S.  (Hants.) 
Moon,  Edward  KoVnjrt  Pacy 
More,  B.  Jasper  iShro^j^hiro) 
Morgan,  Hu.  F.  (Monni'ths-h.) 
Morj^au.  W,  l\  (Merthyr^ 
Morr<^\  (\  «Breci:»n»hire) 
Morrison,  Walter 
Morton.  A.  H.  A.  iDeptford) 

L Morion,  E.  -l.  ('.  (Uevonport) 
Moultnn,  John  Fletcher 
Munt;^,  Philip  A. 
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Mnrray.  Ut.  Hn.  A.  f^.  (Bute) 
Murray.  C.  J»  (Coventry) 
Myersi  William  Henry 

Newark,  V^iftcounL 
Newi!i|iat«,  l-YanciH  A. 
XicuK  Donald  Ninaii 
North  cote,  Hon.  Sir  H,  S, 
NuBBey,  Tliomas  Willans 

OklTov*!,  Mark 

CVNeiil,  Hon.  Boliert  Torrena 

Orr-Ewing,  Tharlea  Lindsay 

Falmer.Sir  ('harle'*M(  Durham 
Palmer,  George  Win.  I  Beading 
Parkes,  El>enezer 
Pault4>n,  J  at  lien  M  ell  or 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Pease,  Alfred  E*  (fMeveland) 
PeaacHerbert  Pike  1  Darling'' n 
Pca«e»  Joj^eph  A.  ( North umli.) 
Pender,  Sir  James 
Penii,  John 

Perk^  Bol>ert  William 
rhillpottM,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Boljert 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Pollock,  Harrj'  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francia  Sharp 
Pretynian,  Emest  George 
Priestley  .Sir  W,  O  verencR  Edin 
Fryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Edwartl 
Purvis,  Boljert 

(^lilter.  Sir  Cnthljert 

Ban  kin,  Sir  Jame« 
Bartch,  Major  I-'rederic  Came 
Bei(L  Sir  Kol»ert  Threwhie 
Hichiinbon,  Sn-  T.  (Hartlepl) 
Kickett.  J.  Compton 
HiJlcV,  Br.  Hon.  Sir  M,  W. 
Hitchie,  Bt    Hon.  C.  T 
BoVn^rtsnn,  H.  (Hackney) 
Koli^ori.  William  Snow  Jon 
HrithHchild.  Hon.  L,  Walter 
BounJ,  JfttueH 
Koyds.  Clement  Molyneux 
BuRsell,  Gen,  FS  (Cllelt'nhm) 
Bnii?ell,  T.  \\\  (Tyrone) 
Butherford,  John 
Kyder,  J.  H.  Dudley 

Samuel,  H.  S,  (Limehouse) 
Sandys,  Liet,-Col,  T.  Myle« 
Sasfloon,  Sir  tklward  Aliwrt 
Sauniler*oiL  Bt.  Hn.  rol.E.J* 
Savory,  Sir  Josejih 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seely,  (  harlei  Hiltxjn 
Seton  Karr,  Henrr 
Shar|)e,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Charle**  E.  (StaHbrd) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrinjjton 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfrshire) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Soames.  Arthur  Wcllesley 
Stanley,  Hon,  A.  (<  »rm»kirk) 
Stanley,  E.  J.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  H.  M.  (Lajnl»eth) 
Stanley,  Lonl  (LmiicaMhire) 
Stevenson,  Francis  S, 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J    M'T. 
Stock,  Jame*  Henry 
Stone.  Sir  Benjamin 


Stratt,  Hon,  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt»  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 

Taltet,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
TallMji,Bt.HnJG(OxfdCniv.) 
Tennant,  Harold  .lohn 
Thomas,  A  1^1  ( Can n art  hen,  K. ) 
ThoniaH, Alfred  fGlamorgnjFK ) 
Thomas,  D.  Alfre<l  (Merthyry 
Th*>rliurn,  Walt-er 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinaon,  Wm.  Ed w, Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charlea  I^hiliiJ» 
Tritton,  C'harles  Eme*<f 

Valentia.  discount 

Verney,  Hon.Bichanl  Grevillo 

Vincetit,  (ViLSirC.E.  Huwartl 

Wallace,  KoWit  (Perth) 
Walton,  J,  Lawson  {Leeds,  S.) 
VVanklvn,  Janies  Leslie 
Ward,  iln.  Robert  A.  (Crewe) 
Warner» Thomas  f/ourtenayT, 
Warr,  Au^'ustus  Frederick 
Webster,  B,  G.  (St.  Pancras) 
Welrtt43r,SirR,  E.(lsleof  Wight 
Welby,  Lieut,-Col  AXE. 
Went  worth,  Bruce  C,  Vernon- 
W_harUtn,nt.  Hon,  Jolm  Lloyd 
Wliit eley . H . '  \ Hliton-under-L. 
Whituiore,  Charles  Al'iernon 
Williamf*,  Colonel  R,  (Dornel) 
Williams,Jo&erihPowelI  ( liirni 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
Wi  I  son ,  F  reti  eric  k\\\{  N  o  rf ol  k ) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson-Todd,Wm.  I  L(  Vorks. ) 
Wo(leliou*ve.lU.  Hon,EB(  liatli) 
Wolii:  tlustav  Wilheliii 
Woodhou,He,SirJT(  H  uddersfd 
Wortley,Rt,  Hon,  C,  B.  sr  nan  > 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  Ge^irge 
Vyyndhani-Quin»  Major  WTL 
Wyvill,  Mnnoaduke  D'An\v 
Yerbiirgh,  Roliert  ,\nuwtrong 
Younger,  Williaio 


Tellers  for  the   Ayes,— 

Sir  William   Walrond  and 
Mr,  Anstrutlier, 
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Lord  KitcJietter, 
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Allison,  liobert  Andrew 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Atherley-Jonte,  L. 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Bavley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Bart,  Thomas 

Cameron,  Sir  C.  (Glasgow 
Chamiing,  Francis  AlJston 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Conan,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 

Davitt,  Michael 

Dilke,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dillon,  John 

Donelan, jCaptain  A. 

Doogan,  P.  C 

Ellis,  John  Edward 


Farrell,  Thomas  J.  (Kerry,  S.) 
Fenwick,  Charles 

Labouchere,  Henry 

Lawson,  Sir  Wfd.  (ComVland) 

Lewis,  John  Herbert 

MacAleese,  Daniel 
MaoNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M*Cartan,  Michael 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M*Ghee,  Richard 
Morley,  Rt  Hn.  J.  (Montrose) 

O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor.  J.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'MaUey,  WUliam 

Pickard,  Benjamin 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 


Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks.) 

Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Roberts,  John  Bjyn  (Einon) 

Samuel,  J.  (Stockton  on  Tees) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Stanhope,  Hon.  PhiUp  J. 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 

TuUy,  Jasper 

Wedderbum,  Sir  WiUUm 
Williams,  JohnCarvell(Nott8. ) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham.  Mid.) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrough) 
Woods,  Samuel 

Tellers  fob  the  Noes» 
Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Henry  J. 
Wilson. 


It  being  after  Midnight,  the  Chairman 
left  the  chair^to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House. 


Resolution  to  be  reported   to-morrow. 

Committee  to  sit  again  upon  Wednesday. 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  after 

Twelve  of  the  clock. 


mm,         \B  Ju?fE  1899} 
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HOUSE  OF  LOKDS. 

Tuesday,  Jwie  6ih  1899, 


ROYAL  ASSENT. 


COMMISSION. 


The  following  Bills  received  the  Royal 
Assent: 

Solicitors. 

Supreme  Court  (Appeals). 

Public  Libraries  (Scotlam!)  Acta  Amend- 
ment 

Metropolitan  Water  Companies. 

Etlucation  Dopartmont  Provisional 
Order  Continuation  {Swanse^i). 

Metropolitan  Police  Provisional  Order. 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  1). 

St.  Andrews  Burgh  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation. 

Rushden  and  Higham  Ferrers  District 
Oas. 

Ilford  Urban  District  Council  (Rates), 

Aberdeen  Harhour, 

Heme  Bay  Water. 

Walton-on-Thamea  and  Weybridge  Gas, 

Crowborough  District  Gas. 

St.  David's  Water  and  Gas. 

Clay  Cross  Water. 

Glasgow  District  Subway. 

Loughborough  and  Sheepshed  Railway. 

Dublin  Improvement  (Bull  Alley  Area). 

Bristol  Floods  Prevention. 

Perth  M'^ater,  Police,  and  Gas. 

Vale  of  Glamorgan  liailway, 

Wallasey  Tramways  and  Improve- 
ments, 

Northern  Assurance  Company. 

Tenterden  Railway. 

Surrey  Commercial  Docks. 

Horsforth  Urban  District  Council 
(Water). 


Woodhouse  and  Conisbrough  Railway 
(Abandonment). 

Coalville  Urban  District  Gas. 

Glastonbury  Water. 

Queen  s  Ferry  Bridge, 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


The  LOUD  CH  ANCELLORacquainted 

the  HoiiBti  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments hi^\  laid  upfj»n  the  Table  the  Certifi- 
cates from  the  Examiners  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bills  have  been  complied  with  : 

LONDON,     CHATHAM,     AND    DOVER 
RAILWAY. 

LEITH  HARBOUR  AND  DOCKS. 

BELFAST    WATEIL 
And  also  the  Certificate  that  the  further 
Standing  Oixlers  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bill  have  not  been  complied  with  : 

BELFAST    CORPOKATION. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  He  on  the 
Table. 

BAKER    STREET    AND    WATERLOO 
RAILWAY    BILL. 

Examiner's  Certificates  of  non-com- 
pliance with  the  Standing  OpJers  referred 
to  the  Standing  Orders  Commiltoa  on 
Monday  next. 

BELFAST  CORPORATION   BILL. 

Exaniiner'a  Ccrtifica.tes  of  non-com- 
pliance with  the  Standing  Ordora  referred 
to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  on 
Monday  next. 

LONDON,     BRIGHTON,    AND    SOUTH- 
COAST  RAILWAY   (PENSIONS)   BILL. 

Committee  to  meet  on  Thiiraday  next. 

SHOTLEY      BRIDGE     AND     CONSETT 
DISTRICT    GAS    BILL. 

Committee  to  meet  on  Friday  next. 


Burley-in-Wharledale    Urban 
Water. 


TRANSVAAL  MORTGAGE   LOAN  AND 
I        FINANCE  COMPANY  BILL  [ll.L.]. 

District       Reported  with  amendments. 


Nuneaton  and  Chilvera  Coton  Urban 
District  C'ouncil  Water. 

VOL.  LXXIL       [Fourth  Serus.] 


AYR  BIT  RGB  BILL, 
Read  2ei,  and  committed* 
P 
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LOWESTOFT  WATER  AND  GAS   BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Read  3a,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

NORTH-EASTERN  AND  HULL  AND 
BARNSLEY  'RAILWAYS  (JOINT 
DOCK)  BILL  [H.L.], 

Read  3a,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

NORTH  -  EASTERN      RAILWAY      BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Read  3a,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 

ILFORD  GAS  BILL, 

Read  3a  with  the  amendments ;  further 
amendments  made ;  Bill  passed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Commons. 

WOLVERHAMPTON   TRAMWAYS  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

WOLVERHAMI>TON      CORPORATION 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

SOUTH  STAFFORDSHIRE  TRAMWAYS 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

FISHGUARD    WATER  AND   GAS    BILL. 

BARRY  RAILWAY  BILL. 

LANCASHIRE  AND  YORKSHIRE  RAIL- 
WAY (VARIOUS  POWERS)  BILL. 

RHONDDA    URBAN    DISTRICT    COUN- 
CIL  BILL. 

WETHERBY   DISTRICT   WATER   BILL. 

EDINBURGH  CORPORATION  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, That  the  following  Lords  be  pro- 
S3sed  to  the  House  to  form  the  Select 
ommittee  for  the  consideration  of  the 
said  Bills ;  (viz.), 

D.  Northumberland  (chainnan), 

E.  Bradford, 
L.  Clonbrock, 

L.  Clanwilliam  (E.  ClanwilHam), 

L.  Crawshaw. 

Agreed  to ;  and  the  said  Loi-ds  appointed 
accordingly  :  The  Committee  to  meet  on 
Thursday  next,  at  Eleven  of  the  clock ;  and 
all  petitions  referred  to  the  Committee,  with 
leave   to  the  petitioners  praying  to  be 


heard  by  counsel  agauist  the  Bills  to  be 
heard  as  desired,  as  also  counBel  for  the 

Bills. 

BELFAST  AND  NORTHERN   COUNTIES 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  la ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

BOOTLE  CORPORATION  BIl-L. 
Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  la ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

BROUGHTY  FERRY  GAS  AND  PAVING 
ORDER  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Returned  from  the   Commons   agreed 

to. 

EDUCATIONAL  DEPARTMENT  PROYI- 
SIGNAL  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(ABERAVON,  ETC.)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Returned  from  the   Commons   a£nreed 
to.  ^ 

Norfolk  estuary  bill  [h.l.]. 

Returned  from  the   Commons   agreed 
to. 

BRIGG  URBAN  DISTRICT  GAS  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
amendments  agreed  to. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (NOTIFICATION) 
ACT  (1889)  EXTENSION  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
amendment  agreed  to. 

HULL,  BARNSLEY  AND  WEST  RIDING 
JUNCTION  RAILWAY  AND  DOCK 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  an  amendment. 

ST.  ALBANS  GAS  BILL  [H.L.]. 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  amendments. 

JONES'S  DIVORCE  BILL  [h.l.]. 
Message  from  the  Commons  for  copy  of 
the  minutes  of  evidence  taken  before  this 
House ;  together  with  the  proceedings  and 
the  documents  deposited  in  the  case: 
Ordered  to  be  communicated,  with  a  re- 
quest that  they  may  be  returned. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  PROVI- 
SIGNAL  ORDER  CONFIRMATION 
(LIVERPOOL)  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Read    3a  (according    to    order)|   and 
.,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 
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PIU*TAGE  PHOVISIONAL  ORDER  HILL. 

Read  ^a  (according  to  oixler),  and 
paaaed. 

ELECTFJr   LH;HTIN<;    I'KOVISIONAL 

(MIDERS  (No.  3)  lilLL. 

liciMl  ifrt  (aceortliri^  to  ORler),  and  com- 
miiicd  :  The  Committee  to  be  proposed 
by  the  Committee  of  Sijlcctiort 

ELECTRIC  LI(;HTING    I'liOV (SIGNAL 
ORDEKS  (No.  4)  RILL. 

Read  2a  (according  t^  order),  and  com* 
niitted  to  n  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  ThuiWay  next. 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING  PRO  VISIONAL 
ORDERS  {Nu,  12)  BILL  [jll.]. 

Read  2a  (according  to  oitlcr). 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING   PROVISIONAL 

ORDERS  (No,  13)  HILL  [H.L,]. 

Read  2<t  (according  to  order). 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTtNc;   PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.   l.>)  BFLL  [ILL.]. 

Rejul  2a  (according  to  order). 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
iNo.  2)  BILL  [ILL.]. 

Read  2a  (according  to  order). 


I 
I 
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RETUEm,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

RAILWAY  AND  CANAL  TRAFFIC  ACT, 
\%m  (SECTION  31). 

Sixth  Report  by  tho  Board  of  Trade 
of  proceedings  under  section  31  of  the 
Act,  inchiding  proceedings  upon  com- 
plaints made  under  section  1  of  the 
Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1894. 

IRISH   LAND  COMMrsSION   (JUDICIAL 

RENTS). 

Return   for  the  month  of   November 

1898. 

ALDERSHOT  (SEWAGE  FARM  AND 
DAIRY). 

Report  on  the  condition  of  the  Alder- 
ihot  fcamp  Sewage  Farm,  and  of  the 
dairy  maintiuned  upon  it. 

Preae'riied  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT.  1804. 
Order  in  Council  of  19th  May  1899, 
^Htborising  an   increase  in  the  clerical 
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establishment  of  the  CommisBioners  of 
Northern  Lighthouses,  and  in  the  salary 
of  Mr.  William  Coats,  accountant  and 
aiahicr  to  the  Commissioners. 

SUPREME  I'OIHT  OF  JUDICATURE 
AMENDMENT  ACT,  1875. 

Order  in  Council  of  19th  May  1899, 
amending  the  Order  in  Council  of  28th 
July  iHlCi,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  tho 
South-Eastern  Circuit. 


GREENWICH  HOSPITAL  ACTS, 
1865-1869. 

Order  in  Council  of  19th  May  1899, 
authorising  the  grant  of  a  special  gratuity 
to  Mrs.  Lynch. 

COLONIAL  PROBATES  ACT  im± 

Order  in  Council  of  19th  May  1899, 
applj^ing  the  Colonial  Probates  Act,  1892, 
to  the  Colony  of  Queensland. 

INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION 
(IRELAND). 

Rule  made  hy  the  Intermediate  Educa- 
catior*  Board  for  Ireland  appointing  the 
places  at  which  examinations  for  1899 
shall  be  held, 

INDIA  (PROGRESS  AND  CONDITION), 
Statement  exhibiting  the  moral  and 
material  progress  and  condition  of  India 
during  the  year  IH97-9H  :  Thirty-fourth 
number.  Laid  before  the  Houae  (pur- 
suant to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 


PETITION. 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATION  (BOROUGH 
FUNDS)  ACT,  1872, 

Petition  for  amendment  of  ;  of  Urban 
District  Council  of  Lead  gate ;  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


PREVENTION  OF   CORRUPTION    BILL. 

lu.u] 

Second  Reading. 

Onler  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

Lord  RUSSELL  of  KILLOWEN  : 
My  Lords,  havnng  explained  the  prin- 
ciples and  provisions  of  the  Bill  at 
considerable  length  on  the  occasion  of  its 
introduction,  I  do  not  intend,  in  moving  its 
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Second  K<?:Klir%  to  tleky  your  Lordships  ; 
by  making  more  than  a  very  few  ohaerva- 
tions.  The  Bill  lias  not  ^mly  been  hirgely 
(liscnHsed  in  the  Pres.s,  Imtithas  hLmo  lieen 
very  generally  considered  by  the  Chatiibers 
of  Commeix-e,  the  Trade  Associatiorii^,  an<l 
the  various  Co-operative  xVssnciations 
throughout  the  country,  and  there  hius 
been  a  unanimous  opinion  expressed  by 
these  various  authorities  in  favour  of  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  and  I  would  go 
furt!ier,  and  say,  in  favour  of  a  stringent 
measure  to  enforce  the  principle  of  this 
Bill  This^  is  not  merely  an  opini*>n  whieli 
has  Ijeen  expressed  apart  from  the  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  the  Bill  itself,  because 
the  Bill  hits  l>ee!i  widely  circulated  by 
myself  amongst  the  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce, and  the  opinions  they  have 
expressed  bave  been  arrived  at  after 
conaidemtiou  of  the  actu^d  provisions  of 
the  Wcitsure.  I  do  not  desire  that  your 
Lojclshi}xs  should  understand  that  in  all 
the  details  of  the  Bill  those  various  bodies 
agfee,  l>ut  the  great  majority  of  them 
have  expressed  a  geneial  appro\al  of  the 
Bill  as  it  stands.  I  have  myself  been  in 
communication  with  Representatives  of 
Certsiin  interests  that  might  he  supjKJsecl 
to  be  affected  by  the  Bill  if  it  became 
Law — ^ persons  representing  Bankers,  In- 
surance Companies,  and  Solicitors.  I 
have  listened  to  the  representations  they 
have  made^  and  have  very  httlc  doubt 
that  in  Committee  I  shall  be  alile  to  make 
such  alterations  in  the  Bill  as  will  meet 
any  just  objections  they  may  be  inclined 
to  put  forward  to  its  provisions.  In 
moving  the  Second  Heatyng  of  the  Bill,  I 
will  conchide  by  stating  the  course  I 
propose  to  take  if,  as  I  shoukl  hope  I  may 
anticipate,  your  Lordships  give  the  BiK 
a  Second  Reading  this  evening.  I  intend 
to  put  it  down  for  the  Committee  stage 
on  Thurstiay  ;  and,  inj^siuuch  as  it  would 
be  much  more  convenient  that  the  Bill 
should  go  before  a  Committee,  whether  a 
Select  Committee  or  a  Grand  Committee, 
to  bo  considered  in  detail,  with  all  the 
Amo n d men t;s  pri n tet  I —  and  I  n i ay  me n t io n 
that  the  number  of  Amendments  which  I 
have  to  propose  is  not  inconsiderable 
— I  shall  pmpose  on  Thursday  to  recommit 
the  Bill  pt'ofonim^  in  onler  that  it  may  be 
reprinted  with  the  Amenilments.  I  now 
beg  to  move  that  the  Bill  lie  read  a  second 
time. 

Moved— 

*'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  ^a.*'—Thr  Lr^rd 
^usseii  of  Killowen* 

Lord  liusselL 


*TnE  LOni)  BISHOP  of  LONDON : 
My  Loixls,  this  Bill,  m  the  PreaiDblc 
states,  is  for  the  purpose  of  putting  a  stop 
to  a  practice  which  is  producing  great  evil* 
l>y  corrupting  the  morals  of  the  commiinitv* 
and  from  that  point  of  view  I  cannot  aV 
staiji  from  taking  a  great  intci'est  in  the 
Bill,  and  ivom  expressing  the  hope  that  it 
wiil  successfully  pa.ss  thr*:»ugh  your  Lonl- 
ships'  House.  If  the  Bill  was  conceme^i 
solely  with  what  is  called  commercial 
morality,  I  should  not  ha\'e  ventiire<l  to 
address  the  House  upon  it ;  but  itconcenw 
all  pecuniary  dealings  l>ctween  man  ami 
man.  It  deals  with  a  practice  which  tairtt* 
almost  everything  men  are  able  to  do  rm<j 
with  another.  It  deals  with  a  niischief, 
the  principle  of  m  hich  is  that  no  money  is 
to  be  jMissed  from  one  perstui  to  another 
without  some  of  it  sticking  to  the  fingers 
of  everyone  who  touches  it.  Buui  a 
principle  m  that,  which  tneetJS  with  nitilr 
and  tacit  aeceptance  by  society,  r^'aliy 
crjiistitutes  a  very  great  danger,  iiml  pne^ 
vents  us  from  trtisting  even  those  who  are 
in  our  most  intimate  emplo^-ment ;  it  pr^ 
vents  them,  when  they  wish  to  be  strictly 
honest,  from  entirely  succeeding,  and  it 
removes  the  liaais  of  confidence  which  it  i* 
so  <lesirable  to  maintain  in  all  the  d endings 
which  we  have  one  with  another.  If  this 
pnictiee  only  extended  to  the  matter  of 
gratuities  passing  between  one  pereon  arid 
another  upon  every  transaction  that  took 
place,  though  it  might  be  exceodinglj 
tuiflesindile,  yet  it  might  not  be  fntirelV 
reprehensible.  There  was  a  time,  i 
believe^  when  even  the  oceup*ints  of  the 
Judicial  Bench  received  gratuities  from 
those  whom  they  tried  ;  and,  though  il 
might  be  urged  that  if  they  received  them 
impiirtially  from  \mth  parties,  and  tlecidwl 
the  case  iiccoixling  to  the  evitlenee,  no  iwir- 
ticular  harm  was  done,  I  think  it  will  he 
fidmitted  that  the  practice  was  not  one 
calculated  to  promote  honourable  dealing; 
between  the  jMiities,  Even  the  passing  of 
gratuities  is  exceedingly  iniilesimble ;  but 
it  is  impossible  that  the  evil  can  stop  short 
there. .  Gratuities  rapidly  give  an  oppor* 
tunity  for  blackmailing,  which  is  one  of 
those  incidents  of  ordinary  life  to  which 
we  must  all  feel  a  deep-seated  objection. 
The  process  by  which  blackmailing  ia 
reachcil  is  a  very  simple  one.  For  instance, 
the  representative  of  a  firm  doing  business 
with  another  firm  on  a  tolerably  large 
scale  may  get  a  letter  from  the  priiicipa] 
foreman  suggesting  that  a  subscriptioti  to 
a  philanthropic  object  would  be  grmtiy 
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msalcomed.  The  sul^scriptum  im  given,  ?trid 
tteii  the  area  of  subscriptiona  rapidly 
extends.  Clulm,  fe^istp,  festivals,  athlotic 
sports,  and  every  pursuit  of  the  employecis 
of  the  firm  which  receives  good  a  a  re  brought 
forwaitl  as  deserving  of  support  in  one  iorm 
or  another,  and  eventually  a  period  is 
reached  when  the  comraunicatioiii*  become 
of  a  somewhat  more  personal  character,  and 
when  a  f)09t>script  is  attached  giving  the 
private  address  of  the  writer  That  k 
the  beginning  of  an  indication  that,  unless 
a  gratuity  is  given  immefliately  to  the 
cor  respondent  J  some  objection  will  be 
tnketi  U)  the  goods  that  are  supplied,  and 
the  commercial  transaction  mapie  Itmnght 
to  an  end,  It  ia  obvious  that  the  existence 
of  a  state  of  thing!^  8uch  as  this  is  de- 
structive of  all  morality  lietween  man  and 
man.  I  have  been  informed  of  a  case  th;a 
is  still  worse,  where  a  foreman  received 
from  a  firm  a  whole  sheaf  of  postal  ortlers 
with  the  reques^t  that  they  might  l>e  dis- 
tributi^d  among  foremen  of  other  finnB, 
accompanied  by  written  instructions  as  to 
the  way  in  which  the  recipients  were  to 
pick  holes  and  find  fault  with  the  goods  sup- 
plied by  another  firm  which  the  first  firm 
meant  to  cut  out  in  the  tnule,  I  ncnl 
not  enlarge  upon  the  report  of  the  London 
Chaml>er  of  Commerce,  which  supplies  an 
adequate  numl>er  of  instances  in  which 
the  principle  of  gratuities  rapidly  develops 
into  blackmail  I  suppose  we  are  all 
agreed  as  to  the  great  evil  of  these  illicit 
secret  payments,  but  I  can  quite  under- 
stand that  thei-e  may  be  some  differences 
of  opinion  whether  or  no  the  practice  can  l>e 
stopped  by  legislation.    I  take  a  high  view 

^boih  of  the  functions  and  |x»ssibtbties  of 
legislation.  It  is  quite  time  that  men 
4||Dnot  Im  made  virtuous  by  Act  of  Parlia 
went,  but  at  leiust  temptations  can  be  re- 
moved from  their  fiath,  and  it  ran  lie  made 
more  possilde  for  men  to  be  nrtuous  than 
vicious.     One  function  of  the  law,  at  all 

>  events,  is  that  it  should  express  the 
public  conscience,  and  so  break  down 
corrupt  conventions.  There  is  nothing 
more  difticult  or  more  imjKfrtant  than  to 
break  down  the  conventions  of  socict}' 
when  they  IxHJome  corrupt.  It  is  very 
hanl  ftir  an  individual  to  resist  them  by 
himself,  or  to  raise  an  isolated  voice 
against  them  ;  antl  it  is  only  when  he  has 
something  to  support  him  that  he  can 
really  hope  to  succeed  in  escaping  fix>m 
them.  These  conventions  cannot  be 
attacked  by  legislation  until  they  have 
reached  a  point  at  which  they  an*  reatly 
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to  fall,  and  on  this  question  of  corrupt 
practicea  I  venture  to  think  that  con- 
ventions of  traflc  have  reached  a  point 
when  they  are  reiidy  to  fall  if  a  suflScient 
impulse  is  given  to  them.  There  ai-emany 
who  are  groaning  under  them,  and  who 
only  require  some  such  support  as  this  Bill, 
if  passed,  will  give  them  to  enable  them 
to  free  themselves.  Trade  ciuatom  iu  itself 
is  very  hanl  to  contend  against.  It  is 
not  so  much  a  regulation  or  a  habit  as  an 
atmosphere  in  which  ordinary  morality 
has  often  to  be  abandoned,  frequently 
with  a  sigh  on  the  pirt  of  those  who 
adandon  it.  There  are^  however,  many 
who  long  to  get  hack  to  that  onlinary 
morality  which  in  their  private  life  they 
can  afTord  to  practise,  but  which  they  are 
compelJeil  to  put  on  one  side  in  their 
commercial  life.  How  are  they  to  do  so  ? 
If  a  man  says  to  one  who  iiska  him  to 
coTisent  either  to  give  or  to  receive  an 
illicit  cnmmission,  **  You  are  disking  me  to 
do  a  dishonourable  act/'  the  answer  is, 
"If  you  want  to  keep  your  honour  you 
shonid  not  come  here.**  If  he  says,  **you 
ask  me  to  di>  an  illegal  act,"  the  answer 
is,  **  What  dws  it  matter,  there  is  no 
fi'  iialtyl"  But  when  he  is  in  a  position 
to  say,  "You  arc  asking  me  to  commit  a 
misdemeanour  for  whicli  you  and  I  can 
be  imprisoned,"  the  position  becomes 
entirely  different.  It  is  by  the  introduction 
of  that  position,  and  by  giving  that  support, 
that  a  cornqjt  convention  can  be  broken 
down,  evil  habits  adandoned,  and  a  new  start 
made.  The  gi-eat  force  of  law,  after  all, 
lies  in  its  jKjwer  of  isolation,  tnicing  an 
ofience  l>ack  to  its  causes,  and  onwartls  to 
its  consequences.  It  is  useless  to  say  that 
the  law  has  not  succeeded  in  the  past. 
The  law  has  succee<:led.  A  representative 
i»f  a  great  firm  to  whom  I  was  talking  on 
this  subject  told  me  that  in  his  dealings 
with  foreign  countries  he  was  compelled 
to  give  bribes  to  obtain  orders,  and  in 
dealing  with  firms  in  this  country  gratui- 
ties had  also  to  be  given,  '*hut,"  he 
added,  **  there  is  one  chiss  of  the  com- 
munity-— those  who  bear  Her  Majesty's 
Conmussion — in  dealing  with  whom  there 
is  no  suggestion  of  agnUuity."  There  is, 
therefore,  one  class  above  suspicion.  An 
Act  of  Parliament  has  been  piissed  to  en- 
force upon  public  bodies  the  same 
standanl  as  that  which  prevails  amongst 
those  who  hold  Her  Majesty's  Commis- 
sion ;  and  1  venttm?  to  think  the  time  has 
aj'rived  when  that  Act  should  be  extcnfled 
universally,  wh<^n  the  whole  community 
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desen^es  the  same  protection,  and  when 
the  same  Bentiment  of  hopuwr  mny  he 
encouraged  in  the  mind  of  everybody, 
because  they  have  behind  them  the  law 
which  explains  and  enforces  the  tnie 
meaning  of  their  actions,  and  gives  them 
the  necessary  stimulus  to  lie  trne  to  what, 
in  their  own  hearts,  they  know  to 
be  right,  and  to  atand  up  for  npright- 
ness  in  their  dealings  one  with  another.  No 
doubt  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  will  meet 
with  close  criticism,  hut  the  acceptance 
of  its  principle  will,  I  am  t]iute  sure,  l^ 
welcomed  by  the  sounrl  majority  of  the 
commercial  world,  who  will  feel  their 
hands  strengthened  in  resisting  the  i 
tyranny  of  the  petty  dishonesty  which  at 
present  weaves  its  meshes  around  them  in  i 
a  way  which  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  for 
them  to  overcome  without  such  help  as  I 
this  Bill  provides.  I 

I 
The  MAKQUKSS  of  LONDON- 
DERRY :  My  Lords,  I  can  not  hut  think 
that  this  Bill  is  one  that  should  be  ordy 
alluded  to  ant  I  supported  or  opposed  by 
those  whtim  I  may  call  legal  experts  on 
this  somewhat  coinplicated  ijuestion  ;  l>nt 
I  am  quite  sure  we  all  welcome  the 
admirable  speech  which  has  just  been  de-  | 
livered  by  the  right  reverend  Prelate, 
who  has  touched  upon  the  question  from  a 
moral  and  thoroughly  practical  point  of 
view.  I  confess  that,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  feel  considerable  diffidence 
in  rising  to  arhlress  your  Lordships  on 
this  question,  and,  indeed,  1  should  not 
do  so  Init  for  the  fact  that  I  have  die 
bonoiu'  to  be  a  member  of  a  most  impor- 
tant Chamber  of  Commerce—  the  Cham- 1 
ber  of  Commerce  of  the  City  of  Belfast — 
the  members  of  which  watch  with  a  very 
jealous  eye  all  measures  that  come  befot^e 
Parliament,  and  do  me  the  great  honour 
of  asking  me  to  criticise  or  put  forward  | 
their  views  when  any  measure  in  which  : 
they  are  interested  comes  la^fore  your 
Lordships'  House.  The  Belfast  Chamber 
of  Commerce  have  taken  considerable 
interest  in  this  Bdl,  an*l,  like  all  right- 
thinking  business  men,  they  regard  its 
object  as  most  laudal*le.  At  the  same 
time,  they  would  feel  greatly  obliged  to 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  in  charge  of 
the  Bill  if  he  could  see  his  way  in  Com- 
mittee to  make  some  slight  alterations 
which  would  meet  their  views.  As  I 
understand,  this  Bill  was  onginally  reeom- 
mended  to  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
Huyjitf  of  f,oitt/*m. 


opposite,  and,  consequently,  to  your 
Lordships'  House,  by  the  Chartber  of 
Commerce  of  the  City  of  London.  The 
Bill,  as  it  then  stooil,  was  closely  eoo- 
sidcrcd  by  the  Chamljer  to  which  I  havr 
the  honour  to  belong,  and  some  of  its 
provisions  did  not  meet  with  their  ap- 
proval. They  consef|nently  issued  a  draft 
on  first  reading  that  Bill,  and  in  that  draft 
they  protested  against  a  provision  which 
appeared  in  one  of  the  clauses  to  the 
effect  that  every  case  of  undisclosed  cam- 
mission  or  inducement  should  be  deemed 
to  be  corrupt  and,  ipso  farfo,  punishable. 
Since  that  draft  was  issued  a  considerable 
change  has  been  made  in  the  proWsion 
referred  to,  and  it  has  been  amended  in 
such  a  way  that  no  consideration  given 
or  offered  to  any  agent,  by  any  person 
having  business  relations  with  the  prin- 
cipal of  stK'h  agent,  shall  be  deemed  to 
have  been  corruptly  given  or  offered  when 
it  is  proved  that  tne  principal  had  given 
his  consent  thereto,  or  that  the  conddeni- 
tion  was  not  cakniated  or  intended,  and 
had  no  tendency,  to  corrupt  the  agent  hv 
inducing  him  to  do  or  to  leave  undone 
somctliing  contrary  to  his  chity,  or  hv 
creating  any  other  undue  infiuenee  on  the 
mind  of  the  agent.  The  Belfast  Chambtt 
of  Commerce  welcome  the  change  m 
Clause  l\  which  has  been  made  under  lh<» 
auspices  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lortl 
the  Lord  Chief  Jiustice.  But  thei-e  aii* 
two  clauses  in  the  Bill  which  thev  think 
will  work  harshly  and  unjustly  -  \  aUudc 
to  Chuises  7  and  8,  which  the  Belfatt 
Chamber  of  Commerce  consider  of  some- 
what too  wide  and  drastic  a  character. 
They  consicler  that  there  might  be  greater 
leniency  shown  in  certain  e/ises  l>e- 
tween  a  donor  and  a  recipient^  and 
that  there  should  be  a  difference  madt? 
between  persons  Wtween  whom  fiducian* 
relations  exist  and  those  between  whom 
no  such  relations  exist.  They  also  con 
sider  that  hard  cases  might  arise  under 
these  clauses,  and  that  persons  might  he 
injuriously  affected  who  had  no  intention 
to  carry  on  their  business  except  in  a 
hoTtd  jiile  manner.  In  a  i-eport  sent  to 
me  examples  have  been  given  to  t^how 
that  it  would  be  possible  for  recom' 
mendations  to  be  given  in  a  pifeetly 
bon^  fide  manner  to  employ  a  rloctor  or 
solicitor,  or  to  patronise  a  particAiUr 
establishment  ;  but  apparently  under  the 
Bill  any  gift  or  advantage  conferred  in 
recognition  of  such  friendly  offices,  even 
a    iieturn    of    simdar    recommendations, 
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might  be  treated  m  a  criminal  otTence, 
The  Belfast  Chain lier  of  Commerce  speak 
in  the  highest  i>os8il4e  temia  in  support 
of  the  provisions  of  the  BiJl  dealing  with 
the  giving  to  agents  of  falne  or  misleading 
accounts  or  receipts,  and  they  consider 
these  very  excellent  proxnsions.  There  ] 
is  one  other  point  upon  which  the  Belfast  y 
Chamljer  of  Commerce  offer  a  sugges- 
tion, and  it  is  that  prosecutions  under  j 
thi.H  Bill,  when  it  tiecoraes  an  Act,  should, 
so  far  as  Ireland  is  concerned,  be  in- 
stituted by  the  Attorney-General  for 
Ireland,  They  are  of  opinion  that  if  a 
provision  to  that  effect  were  inserted 
frrvrilotis  objections  would  not  he  raised^ 
and  they  consider  thut  it  woulrl  be  the 
means,  to  a  great  extent,  of  avoiding  the 
bUukniJiiling  of  innocent  people.  I  know 
quite  well  that  these  are  ipiestiona  which 
shoidd  he  dealt  w*ith  in  Committee,  and 
I  feel  that  I  owe  yotir  Lordships  an 
apology  for  having  brrjught  under  your 
attention  so  many  details  at  this  stage  of 
the  Bill  ;  but,  as  a  nieml*er  of  an  im- 
portant Chaml>er  of  Commerce,  I  felt  it 
my  duty  to  liring  before  the  House  the 
opinions  of  the  Chamber  njx>n  the  Fiill, 
go  as  to  give  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
who  is  in  charge  of  it  aTi  oppoituniiy  of 
thinking  over  the  Bnggestioos,  and,  I 
hope,  eventually  acquiescing  in  them. 

The  lord  CHANCEIJ.OR  (the 
Earl  of  Halsbury^  :  My  Lonlw,  I  should 
be  very  sorry  indeea  to  utter  a  discordant 
note,  and  I  suppose  if  it  were  put  in  an 
abstract  form  nolx-Kiy  would  deny  that 
there  ought  to  l»e  punit^hnient  for  bril^ing 
an  agent  to  betray  his  principal.  The 
only  observation  I  have  to  make  has  been 
in  a  me^isure  anticipated  by  the  noble 
Marquess,  and  it  is  that  several  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  might  be  misunder- 
gtooil,  and  possibly  might  work  injustice 
by  operating  in  a  direction  quite  the  eon-  | 
y  to  what  is  intendetl  It  is  unneces- 
to  go  fuither  into  criticisms  of  this 
"'eort,  not  only  becaiLse  this  is  not  the 
penVnl  for  criticism  on  particular  clauses, 
but  also  l»ecatise  the  noble  and  learned 
Lonl  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  has  inti- 
niatetl  that  he  himself  intcndK  to  move 
amenilments  which  your  Lonlships  w  iJl  lie 
able  to  consiclcr.  May  I  ^\y  generally 
that  when  we  are  all  iigreed  that  sutiii-thing 
hajB  to  l»e  done  and  that  very  drastic 
measures  are  demanded,  it  is  sometimes 
the  most  dangerous  condition  into  which 
a  Leginlature  can  get»  iKJcanse  it  is  very 


likely  then  to  do  a  great  deal  more  than 
it  intends  by  rea^^on  of  the  feeling  that 
something  must  lje  done.  The  inevitable 
result  is  that  a  reaction  sets  in  against 
what  it  is  desiral»le  and  proper  to  do.  Al- 
though I  have  said  this  by  way  of  caution,  I 
heartily  agree  with  the  general  object  of  the 
Bill.  1  think  there  is  a  considerable  demand 
for  it.  I  confess  for  myself  that,  regaitl- 
ing  our  Acts  of  Parliament  as  perhaps  the 
most  well-fonnded  portions  of  our  historj^ 
— I  think  it  has  been  remarked  that  it  is 
almost  certain  they  will  be  accepted  as 
absolute  verities  by  futUR^  gene  rations^  I 
do  think  the  preamble  of  the  Bill  is  a 
little  too  sweeping  in  its  allegations  of 
cormption  and  immorality.  The  prcam* 
ble  states  that — 

"  Whereim  hcoret  eommmsions  in  variouH 
forniH  arc  prevalent  to  a  j^rwit  e.vtpnt  in  tilmost 
nil  tra^les  and  profesxiony,  an<l  in  some  tivides 
the  said  practice  lja«  increaAtMi  ami  is  increasing: 
Anil  wlit'reas  the  saiil  [irat^tice  is  prcwlucing 
grunt  evils,  liy  corrupting  the  morals  of  the 
i-oniniunity.  ainl  bv  iliKcnuraging  lionest  trade 
and  enleri)rist\  i\m\  it  mo  expedient  tocbeik  the 
Mune  jind  otlier  kimlred  uial|)raL'tiec>*,  Ity 
nmkiug  tlieni  iTuaiual.' 

We  need  not,  I  think,  stamp  f>nr  century 
with  the  imputation  that  the  whole  of  our 
morals  are  being  corrupted  by  this  system. 
I  do  not  krjow  that  a  preamble  m  of  very 
much  coni^e^juenee  to  any  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, but  I  do  hope  that  my  noble  and 
leame<l  friend  will  not  lie  too  much 
enamoured  of  the  binguage  of  the  preamble 
to  render  it  necessary  for  us  to  stamp  this 
century  in  the  way  this  preamldc  does, 
(hi  the  part  »jf  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
I  have  to  say  that  they  welcome  this  Bill, 
and  are  not  in  the  least  disposed  to  oppose 
its  second  reading. 

*The  LOKD  bishop  of  WIN- 
(^HESTEK:  My  Lords,  although  my 
nght  rev.  brother  the  Bishop  of  London 
has  already  addressed  to  your  Lordships 
words  which  wo  should  all  have  been 
sorry  to  lose,  I  hope  your  Lonbhips  will 
not  feel  it  inappropriate  that  something 
further  should  be  said  from  this  bench  on 
a  m^itter  which  so  closely  concerns  the 
moral  well-being  of  the  conununity, 
Bisho|»8  and  clergy  are  specially  concerned 
in  this  matter,  not  merely  as  those  wdio 
have  a  supreme  intenj't  in  the  morals  af 
the  jaople,  but  because,  from  the  eircum 
stimcee  of  thtir  life  work,  they  have  of 
necessity  a  special  knowhdgeon  the  subject 
which  is  not  possessed  l«y  all  your  Lord- 
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ships.  The  ordinary  life  of  tlio  parisli 
clergyman  brings  him  in  cont^ict  with 
those  in  the  lower  grades  of  industrial  life. 
They  come  to  him,  not  as  to  an  employer, 
not  iis  to  a  ptjlitieian,  l)Ut  as  to  a  personal 
friend,  whose  ad  vice  they  seek  and  to 
whom  they  open  their  hearts ;  and  it 
would  ho  very  easy  for  anyone  who  has 
had  this  experienee  to  give  your  Lord- 
ships ciLse  after  case  in  which,  against 
their  will,  men,  and  perhaps  womei^  have 
lost  their  self-respect  by  having  to  fall  in 
with  these  trade  customs,  from  which  they 
cannot  escape.  The  testimony  of  working 
men  on  this  subject  is,  so  far  as  I  know, 
pmctically  unanimous  jis  to  the  way  in 
which  their  pnrticular  trades  are  eorrupted 
under  this  system.  In  the  not  incon- 
siderable coiTespondence  which  I  have 
been  engaged  in  on  this  subject,  one 
man  lifter  another  bears  testimony  to 
this  ffiet,  that  the  present  alienation 
of  large  bodies  of  workmen  from  the 
ordinary  ministrations  of  religion  and  the 
observance  of  public  worship  is  due,  in  no 
small  measure,  to  the  fact  that  they  feel  it 
would  l>e  hyiiocritical  to  appear  as 
religious  men  when  in  their  trade  and 
ordinary  life  they  are  reluctantly  but  con- 
stantly engaged  in  doing  things  which  are 
contrary  to  such  pid>lic  profession,  I  am 
sure,  therefore,  that  the  bishops  and 
clergy  throughout  the  land  w\\\  give  a 
cordial  welcome  to  the  Bill  the  second 
refwiing  of  which  the  Lord  Chief  Justice 
has  just  moved.  May  I  venture  to  say 
that  I  am  specially  thankful  for  the 
tpiarter  from  which  the  Bill  hfts  come,  I 
try  to  picture  sometimes  to  myself  what 
would  have  been  the  comments  which 
woukl  have  been  made  on  the  Bill  had  it 
emanated  from  the  membei^  of  the 
episcopal  bench.  We  Rhould  have  beard 
01  the  fantastic,  unpi-actical,  Utopian  ideas 
of  the  clertjy,  living  up  in  a  lialloon  and 
out  of  toucii  with  theordiriaiT  connnereial 
conditions  of  public  life  and  trade.  But, 
fortunately,  t!u^  Bill  comes  to  us  from  a 
source  which  none  dares  thus  to  decry. 
It  comes  to  us  on  the  motion  of 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England, 
who  told  us,  in  his  opening  remarks 
on  the  subject,  that  he  spoke  from 
much  experience^  largely  professional 
and  in  part  jndiriab  as  to  the  e^ils,  the 
magnitude  of  which  it  is  impossible  to 
exaggerate.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
ha«  neen  suppoitwl  throughout  by  iSir 
Edward  Fiy,  than  whom  no  man  is  more 
entitled   to   deal    with   questions  of   thig 
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kind.  They  are  supported  by  practicAlIy 
all  the  chambers  of  commerce  throughout 
the  land,  and  one  has  only  to  lie  veiy 
briefly  in  communication  with  those  whose 
afflurs  bring  them  into  contact  with  the 
questions  with  which  this  Bill  deals  to 
!  find  how  general  is  the  approval  of  it 
!  One  man  who  occupies  a  position 
which  gives  him  wide  and  varied  kuoir- 
ledge  of  the  commercial  world  write* : 

^*  Hie  evil  aimed  at  is  so  great  and  bo  nit«- 
chievouR  that  1  think  the  advantatje  of  lioy 
chance  of  checkiiifrit  fur  unt\vui*:hr-  tlip  pun^ibli 
inconvenience  or  even  hartiship  which  mi^ht 
anae  in  some  really  innocent  casea.  ' 

Five  or  six  years  ago  a  Church  society 
with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be  con- 
nected, a  society   which   interests  itself 
specially      in     social     problems,     isimed 
a    large    nimil>er   of   inquiries     to     em- 
,  ployei's     of     laljour    and    men    of  bua- 
I  nesa    with    reference   to    the    difficulty, 
if  any,  experienced  by  them  in  reconciling 
,  the  principles  of  the  highest  honesty  and 
probity  with  the  ordinary  transactions  in 
J  which    they  were   daily   engaged.      The 
result  of  these  inquiries  was  seen  in  the 
melancholy  monotony  of  the  replies.      So 
much    information   was    given    by     the 
Loi*d  Chief  Justice  on  the  matter  tluii  it 
woukl     be   more    repitition    were   I    to 
quote  the  answers  receive* I,  biit  I  could 
easily   do   so   if  desired.     There    is   one 
answer,  however,  which  I  should  like  to 
i  read  to   the  House,  as  representing  the 
j  drift  of  many  others  and  because  it  concema 
I  closely  a  good  many  of  those  who  sit  in 
I  your    Loidflhi|js'    House,       The    writer, 
speaking  of  the  difficulty  which  he,  as  a 
veterinary  surgeon,  experienced  with  re- 
gard to  the  acceptance  of  brilies  by  the 
various  coachmen  and  othei*8  with  whom 
he  had  to  do  laisiness,  says : 

**  I  ne^er  ^nve  the.^e  brilx?*'.  Rut  if  tliore  he 
any  necessity  fur  it,  tlnit  in  tli©  fault  c»f  thu 
f*o  railed  *  better  classes*.  '  They  may  not  like 
Wing  rotibed,  but  they  woiiltJ  ritlier'be  robbed 
than  bothered/' 

Wlien  the  veterinary  surgeon  who  was 
pressed  for  these  ijribes  went  to  the 
employer  he  wfw  told  that  it  was  no 
doubt  unfortunate,  but  it  could  not  Ije 
helped,  and  that  it  was  a  pity  he  had 
mised  the  question.  Now,  my  Lords, 
under  the  existing  law,  what  can  we 
expect  such  a  man  to  do  ?  There  is, 
it  seems  to  me,  a  deep  pathos  in  the  p«:i8i- 
tion  of  pt*ople,  hating  the  sywttvm  and 
hanging  to  get  rid  of  it,  but  feeling  that 
tmless  they  are  prepared  to  forfeit  their 
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daily  bread,  it  is  simply  imposaible  to  i 
give  it  up,  inasmuch  as  a  few  dishojiest 
folk  can  make  it  exceedingly  hard  for 
so  many.  A  curJous  object  Icssfjii  as  to 
the  \iew  of  working  men  upon  the  matter 
CJin  l»e  seen  in  the  growth  of  the  Co-ope- 
rative AV'holesale  Society.  It  is  part  of 
the  working  of  a  trade  movement  which 
now  reaches  some  £60^000,000  per  annum, 
and  the  getting  rid  of  this  bribery  system 
]ft  one  0?  the  motives  which  has  insti- 
gated these  men  to  found  the  ^\Tiole- 
sale  Society.  They  contend  that  they 
were  bfnmd  to  do  ao  if  they  were  to  full  j 
back  on  what  they  call  the  principles  of  \ 
the  Bochdale  pioneers  of  50  years  ago —  \ 
fundamental  honesty  in  trade.  On 
the  general  policy  of  this  Bill  my  cor- 
respondence «hows  that  there  are  practi- 
cally only  two  linos  of  objectiort  taken. 
The  first  is  that  the  details  are 
unworkable,  and  in  regard  to  that  a  gowi 
deal  may  require  consideration,  but  that 
19  an  objection  which  I  am  very  reaily  to 
leave  in  the  hands  of  those  who  are  im- 
m arily  respons i  b  1  e  for  t h e  B i 1 1 .  Bu 1 1 h e  re 
is  another  objection  of  which  not  much 
has  been  beanl  in  these  debates,  though 
it  has  been  loudly  proclaimed  outside. 
There  are  certainly  not  a  few  peo- 
ple w^ho  think  that  our  competition 
with  foreign  tra^^lers  will  be  affected 
if  this  Bill  becomes  law.  I  again  venture 
to  quote  a  private  letter  from  one  who 
has  had  experience  alt  over  the  world  in 
mercAutilo  affairs,  and  who  aaya : 

**  If  tills  \M\\  l>ei'aiiie  law  we  should  have  to 

ftice  a  louil  aii*i  lajri^al  out4^ry  about  drinn|f 
trade  away  fruiu  this  country.  It  iw  certaia 
tliHt  UuflineHM  without  hriWry  U  practically 
|mpu^i<il>le  with  sueli  countries  an  Itusj^ia, 
Bpain,  riiinji^  South  Anieriea  .  .  .  Britiwh 
%rdA*i  \^  not  sfdf-contairnjii,  and  this  nuoation 
of  caniniiHHion'*  is  a,H  iateniational  as  tne  ijuefl- 
tion  of  dtHartu anient/' 

»That  is  a  question  upon  which,  as  regards 
kts  technical  side,  I  am  incapible  of  express- 
ing an  opinion,  but  I  fall  back  on  the 
general  principle  which  underlies  all  legis- 
lation, or  attempted  legislation,  of  this 
kind — the  principle  that  in  the  long  run 

K'  honesty  is  the  best  policy."  My  Lords^ 
ather  the  Bill  is  likely  to  have  some 
effect  in  stopping  bnbery  or  it  is  not. 
If  Mc*t,  let  us  oppcjse  it  l»y  ali  means  as  a 
useless  Hill,  but  do  not  let  us  bring  in 
the  totally  different  question  of  foreign 
competition.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  w^e  feel 
rlbat  we  are  by  passing  this  Bill  likely  t^ 
lieck  in  some  degree  an  admitted  evil, 
Anyone  have  the  face  to  say  that  we 


ought  to  abstain  from  doing  so  lest,  if  w^e 
are  successfid,  we  might  in  some  degree 
interfere  with  our  foreign  trade  1  The 
success  of  English  trade  throughout  the 
w^orld  has  been  due  to  the  excellence  of 
our  goods  J  and,  secondly,  to  the  honest}^  of 
our  merchants.  I  do  not  know  how  many 
of  your  Lordships  have  read  the  extremely 
interesting  Blue  Book  which  w^as  pubh'shed 
hist  year,  containing  a  summary  by  the 
Boanl  of  Trade  of  the  reports  of  foreign 
consuls  as  to  the  increase  or  decrease  of 
British  tnule  in  different  parts  of  the 
world.  One  learned  from  that  Blue  Bi:)ok, 
amongst  many  other  things,  that  where 
British  trade  is  being  ousttHi  l>y  other  trade 
it  appears  to  be,  first,  in  cases  where  cheap- 
ness, and  nothing  but  cheapness,  is  the 
consideration,  and,  secondly,  in  cases  where 
ingenious  iKiaptatiou  to  the  pecub'ar  wants 
of  customers  has  been  more  re^idily 
iwiopted  by  our  rivals  on  the  Continent 
than  Ijy  ourselves  ;  but  where  quality  is 
what  is  wanted  English  trade  is  able  to 
hold  its  ground,  f  should  wish  on  this 
point  to  quote  two  authorities,  one  of 
them  public,  and  one  private.  In  the 
report  in  which  I  have  referred  it  is 
stated,  speaking  of  the  competition  of 
Russia  in  cheap  sewing  machines,  that — - 

•*  It  may  be  difficult  to  tlraw  the  line  lietween 
cheap  anil  truniy»ery  articles,  but  it  is  some- 
thin*^^  that  the  word  *  En;,dish '  a|)plie<l  (in 
kuswia)  t-o  goocis  or  materials  tisuaily  iniMLna 
the  bent  tlrnt  man  can  make/' 

Such  testimonv,  coming  from  an  official 
aource,  is  surely  of  high  value.  Again, 
to  (juote  from  a  private  letter,  the  head 
of  one  of  the  leading  firms  in  the  cotton 
trade  writes : 

"The  iKjBsesflioB  of  I  rati  e  marks  that  are 
known  tc*  and  prizeil  hy  the  native:^  is  extx»ycl^ 
in^'ly  vAhml>le»  ami  mercliatitH  who  liave  them 
wiJl'  not  hesitate  to  spend  any  amouiit  uf 
nioTiey  on  tlieir  j>roteciion  from  imitation  t>r 
infringement,  Whatmaki-^  them  valuabk*  is 
the  fact  that  |?oo<l»  on  wlufh  they  appear  are 
known  to  be  ri^ht.  The  mark  sells  tiie  j^tnulw, 
hut  the  gtKMU  mu!*t  lin^t  of  all  have  earned 
tUelr  reputation.  Thirty  year*  a;;o  wk  he;^N|u 
con^i^niiiir  ti(  ('hinn,  really  in  ottler  t<>  iiet  ri<l 
of  our  surplus  jm>da(!tion.  For  a  long  time 
we  did  tlie  lntHine«fl  at  a  1ohk»  The  uotwlH 
were  new  t^  the  market  and  liatl  to  \m  sold  for 
wh:tL  they  would  fettdi  v  hut  they  were  hoiient 
Hltifl  .  ♦  .  .  and  they  never  vane*l  in  quality. 
Kravluallv  the  Chinei*e  jrrew  familiar  witli  the 
niJirks.  Tlj*^y  ftmnd  the  l'ockIs  hearinjj;  thtjne 
mark^  oould*l>e  thortmghly  depended  u|Min, 
and  now  they  order  them  iii  large  quanlilKw. 
payiug  us  *)ur  priee  for  them,'' 

We  may  lose  that  reputation  if  we  com- 
pete with   other   nations  in   the   pitiable 
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expedient  of  bribery  and  corruption,  and 
once  lost  that  reputation  will  never  be 
regained.  Ten  years  ago,  on  the  initia- 
tive of  Lord  Randolph  Churchill,  a  Bill 
was  passed  for  preventing  corruption  on 
the  part  of  the  servants  of  public  com- 
panies. I  believe  the  testimony  is 
unanimous  that  that  Act,  after  ten  years 
working,  has  been  found  to  be  productive 
of  enormous  good,  and  that  the  abuses 
against  which  it  was  aimed  have  been  far 
less  prevalent.  If  anyone  will  refer  to  the 
debate  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament  on 
the  occasion  of  the  introduction  of  that 
Bill,  he  will  find  that  when  the 
complaint  was  made,  "Why  stop  with 
the  servants  of  public  companies  ? " 
the  reply  was,  "We  are  proceed- 
ing one  step  at  a  time.  Before 
very  long,  if  it  proves  successful,  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill  will  be  extended."  I 
venture  to  think  that  the  time  has  now 
come  when  that  step,  to  which  those  who 
introduced  the  Bill  ten  years  ago  wisely 
looked  forward,  should  be  taken.  I  sup- 
port the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  on  all 
these  grounds,  but  most  of  all  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  our  bounden  duty  to 
help  the  helpless  against  a  system  which 
is  daily  to  a  larger  extent  entangling  men 
and  women  who  would  fain  be  free,  and 
by  depriving  them  of  their  self-respect  is 
inflicting  a  deadly  injury  upon  English  life. 

Lord  RUSSELL  ofKILLOWEN  :  My 
Lords,  the  friends  of  this  Bill  have,  I 
think,  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with 
the  course  the  discussion  has  taken,  and 
the  observations  I  propose  to  make  to 
your  Lordships  will  be  of  the  briefest 
kind.  So  far  as  the  speeches  that  have 
been  made  are  concerned,  I  have  to  thank 
the  two  right  rev.  Prelates  for  the  valu- 
able contributions  they  have  made  to  the 
debate  in  support  of  this  Bill.  With  re- 
gard to  the  criticisms  made  by  the  noble 
^[arquess  opposite,  in  his  capacity  as  pre- 
sident of  the  Belfast  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, I  have  to  say  two  things.  I  shall 
e  ideavour,  in  the  Amendments  I  propose 
to  submit,  to  give  effect  to  some  of  those 
criticisms,  but  to  one  of  them  I  cannot 
give  my  assent ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
shall  feel  obliged  strongly  to  oppose  it ; 
that  is,  the  suggestion  that  this  Bill  should 
bo  put  in  operation  only  in  prosecutions 
to  be  instituted  by  the  Attorney-General. 


MARQUESS 
In  Ireland. 


The 
DERRY 

JSiskop  of  JVinches^f^r. 


OF    LONDON- 


Lord   RUSSELL    or  KILLOWEN  : 

Whether'  in  Ireland,  or  in  England,  or  bv 
the  Lord  Advocate  in  Scotland,  the  ad- 
mission of  such  a  provision  would,  I 
believe,  render  the  Bill  practically  nuga- 
tory. I  am  willing  to  consider  the  sug- 
gestion made  by  the  noble  and  learned 
Earl  on  the  Woolsack,  whether  leave  from 
some  judicial  authority  should  not  be  con- 
sidered a  necessary  precedent  to  a  prose- 
cution, but  that  is  a  different  matter.  I 
confess  to  a  feeling  of  regret  that  the 
noble  Marquess  addressed  your  Lordships 
in  his  character  as  president  of  the  Belfast 
Chamber  of  Commerce  rather  than 

The  marquess  of  LONDON- 
DERRY :  I  am  not  president  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.  I  am  only  a  member  of 
the  Belfast  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Lord  RUSSELL  of  KILLOWEN  : 
I  regret  that  the  noble  Marquess  addressed 
your  Lordships  in  his  cnaracter  as  a 
member  of  the  Belfast  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce rather  than  in  his  important  charac- 
ter as  a  great  coalowner  in  the  North  of 
England,  because,  if  my  information  is 
not  very  misleading,  the  noble  Lord 
could  give  us  very  useful  information  on 
the  subject,  which  would  tend  to  make 
your  Lordships  feel  that  a  Bill  of  this 
kind,  and  a  very  stringent  Bill  indeed,  on 
the  lines  indicated  is  absolutely  called  for. 
I  thank  the  noble  and  learned  Earl  the 
Lord  Chancellor  for  the  spirit  in  which 
he  made  his  criticism,  and  it  probably 
will  relieve  his  mind  if  I  inform  him,  in 
reference  to  his  desire  for  historical 
accuracy  in  the  preamble,  that  the  pre- 
amble is  taken  verbatwi  et  literatim  from  a 
paragraph  in  the  report  of  the  London 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  I  may  also  add 
that,  inasmuch  as  I  do  not  myself  approve 
of  any  preambles  in  Acts  of  Parliament, 
I  intend  to  move  an  Amendment  to  omit 
the  preamble  altogether.  May  I  again 
inform  the  House  the  course  I  propose 
to  take,  subject  to  your  Lordships' 
agreeing  to  the  Second  Reading  to-night  ? 
I  intend  to  put  the  Bill  down  for  Com- 
mittee stage  on  Thursday,  but  merely  for 
the  formal  purpose  of  having  it  re-com- 
mitted, so  that  it  may  come  before  any 
Committee  your  Lordships  may  decide  to 
refer  it  to  with  the  full  Amendments 
which  I  shall  propose  in  print. 

On  Question,  agreed  to;  Bill  read  a 
second  tipie  accordingly,  and  committed 
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ing  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders,  not 
previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz.  : — 
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to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
Thursday  next. 

MARRIAGES  VALIDITY  BILL  [Lords].  , 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

The  lord  BISHOP  of  LONDON : 
My  Lords,  in  consequence  of  a  communi- 
cation which  I  have  received  this  morn- 
ing from  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland, 
I  would  ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  Order 
for  the  Second  Reading. 

Order  discharged ;  Bill  withdrawn. 

FARNLEY  TYAS  MARRIAGES  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time  (according  to 
order,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

CONGESTED  DISTRICTS  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT  AMENDMENT  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  third  time  (according  to  order), 
and  passed ;  and  sent  to  the  &)mmon8. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty -five 
minutes  after  Five  of  the  clock, 
to  Thursday  next,  at  fifteen 
minutes  after  Four  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  6th  June  1899. 


ROYAL    ASSENT. 

Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners. 

The  House  went,  and,  being  returned, 

Mr.  SPEAKER  reported  the  Royal 
Assent  to  a  number  of  Bills  (see  first  item 
in  House  of  Lords  report  this  day ;  ante, 
page  409). 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lords]. 
Standing    Orders   not    previously    in- 
quired into  complied  with. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Bead- 


GREAT    NORTHERN    RAILWAY   BILL 

[Lords]. 

SUNDERLAND     CORPORATION     BILL 
[Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second 
time. 

ARBROATH  CORPORATION  GAS  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with- 
out Amendment. 

KEW  BRIDGE  BILL  [Lords]. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with- 
out Amendment. 

LONDON  AND  NORTH  WESTERN  RAIL- 
WAY  (NEW  RAILWAYS)  BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed.     [New 
Title]. 

BEXHILL   AND  ST.  LEONARDS  TRAM- 
ROADS  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

BURY  CORPORATION  WATER  BILL 
[Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

CHURCH  STRETTON  WATER  BILL 

[Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

COLONIAL  AND  FOREIGN  BANKS 
GUARANTEE  FUND  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

GAINSBOROUGH  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  (GAS)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

GREAT  YARMOUTH  WATER  BILL 

[Lords]... 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

HAMPSTEAD  CHURCH  (EMMANUEL, 
WEST  END)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

HUMBER  CONSERVANCY  BILL  [Lo^d^j. 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LEIGH-ON-SEA  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed; 
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expedient  of  bribery  and  corniption,  and  I 
once  Itist  that  reputation  will  never  be  j 
regain etb  Ten  years  ago,  on  the  initia- 
tive of  Lord  Randolph  Churchill,  a  Bill 
was  passed  for  preventing  eornif^tion  on 
the  part,  of  the  servfinta  of  public  coni- 
fwinies.  I  believe  the  testimony  is 
unanimous  that  that  Act,  after  ten  years 
working,  has  been  found  to  be  productive 
of  enormons  good,  and  that  tbe  abuses 
against  which  it  was  aimed  have  been  far 
less  prevalent.  If  anyone  will  refer  to  the 
deUite  in  l>oth  Houses  of  Parliament  on 
the  occasion  of  the  introduction  of  that 
Bill,  he  will  find  that  when  the 
complaint  wms  made,  **  Why  stop  with 
the  seri  ants  of  public  companies  ? " 
the  reply  w^as,  **  We  are  proceed- 
ing one  step  at  a  time.  Before 
very  long,  if  it  proves  successful ^  the  pro- 
\^sions  of  the  Bill  will  be  extended."  I 
venture  to  think  that  the  time  hiis  now 
come  when  that  step,  to  which  those  who 
introduced  the  Bill  ten  years  ago  wdsely 
looked  forwarrl,  should  be  taken.  I  sup- 
port the  second  reiuling  of  the  Bill  on  all 
these  grounds,  liut  most  of  all  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  our  l«ounden  duty  to 
help  the  helpless  against  a  system  which 
is  daily  to  a  larger  extent  entangling  men 
and  women  who  would  fain  lie  free,  and 
by  depriving  them  of  their  self- respect  is 
inflicting  a  deadly  injury  upon  English  life, 

LoiiD  RUSSELL  ofKILLOWEN  :  My 
Lords,  the  friends  of  this  Bill  have,  I 
think,  every  reason  to  l>e  satisfied  with 
the  course  the  discussion  hfia  taken,  and 
the  obser  vat  inns  I  propose  to  make  to 
your  Lordships  will  be  of  the  luiefest 
kind  So  far  as  the  speeches  that  have 
been  miule  are  eoncerned,  I  have  to  thank 


Lord  RUSSELL  of  KILLOWEN  : 
^Miether'  in  Ireland,  or  in  England,  or  b? 
the  Lord  Advocate  in  Scotbmd,  the  aa- 
mission  of  such  a  provision  would,  I 
Ixdieve^  render  the  Bill  practically  nu|j»- 
tory»  I  am  willing  to  consider  the  sug- 
gestion made  by  the  noble  and  learacd 
Earl  on  the  Woolsack,  whether  le^ave  fft>in 
some  judicial  authority  should  not  be  con- 
aide  red  a  necessary  precedent  to  a  proa** 
cution,  but  that  is  a  different  matter,  I 
confess  to  a  feeh'ng  of  regret  that  the 
noble  Marquess  addressed  your  Lordships 
in  his  character  as  president  of  the  Belfast 
Chamber  of  Commerce  nither  than 

The  ^L\RQ;UESS  of  LONDON^ 
DERRY  :  I  am  not  president  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  I  am  only  a  member  d 
the  Belfast  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Lord  RUSSELL  of  K  I  U.OWEN  : 
I  regiet  that  the  noble  ^larquess addressed 
your  Lordships  in  his  ebaracter  as  a 
member  of  the  Belfast  Chamber  of  Com 
merce  rather  than  in  his  important  charac- 
ter as  a  great  coalow  ner  in  the  North  of 
England,  because,  if  my  information  is 
not  Tery  misleading,  the  noble  Lord 
could  give  us  very  useful  information  on 
the  sulgect,  which  would  tend  to  make 
your  Lorilshipa  feel  that  a  Bill  of  thi* 
kind,  and  a  very  stringent  Bill  indeed,  on 
the  lines  indicated  is  absolutely  called  for. 
T  thank  the  noble  and  learned  Earl  the 
Lonl  Chancellor  for  the  spirit  in  which 
he  mmle  his  criticism,  and  it  probably 
will  relieve  his  mind  if  I  inform  him,  in 
reference  to  his  desire  for  historical 
accuracy  in  the  preamble,  that  the  pre- 
amble is  tiiken  rfrhatim  et  lUtruiim  from  ji 
paragraph  in  the  report  of  the  Londtm 
Chamlier  of  Commerce.     I  may  also  m\x\ 


\ 


the  two  nght  rev.  Prelates  for  the  valu- 
able contributions  they  have  made  to  the  that,  inasmuch  a^s  I  do  not  myself  apprri\*o 
debate  in  suppcjrt  of  this  Bill.  With  re-  I  of  any  preambles  in  Acts  of  Parliament, 
gard  to  the  criticisms  made  by  the  noble  I  I  intend  to  move  an  Amonilment  to  omit 
^[arquess  opposite,  in  his  cajincity  as  pi^-  the  preamble  altogether.  May  I  again 
fiident  of  the  Belfast   C'hambcr  of  Com-    inform  the   House    the  coui^e  I  propose 


T  shall 


niercc,  I  have  to  say  two  things, 
c  idcavour,  in  the  Amendments  I  propose 
to  submit,  to  give  efl'ect  to  some  of  those 
crivicisms»  but  to  one  of  them  I  cannot 
give  my  assent  ;  oji  the  contrary,  I 
shall  feel  obliged  strongly  to  op|>ose  it 


to  take,  subject  to  your  Lordships* 
agreeing  to  the  Second  Reading  to-night  \ 
{  intend  to  put  the  Bill  down  for  Com* 
mitiee  stage  fni  Tfnusday,  but  merelj^  for 
the  formal  purf>ose  of  having  it  leeom' 
mitted,  so  that  it  may  come  before  any 
that  is,  the  suggestion  that  this  P*ill  should  i  Committee  your  Lordships  may  decide  to 


liL^  put  in   operation  only   in  pnxsecntions 
tu  be  instituted  by  the  Attoriiey-GeneraL 
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MARQUESS 
In  Ireland. 


f*F    LONDON^ 


refer   it    to   with  the    full    Amendrnent.H 
which  I  shall  propose  in  print. 

On  truest  ion,  agreed    to ;   Bill  read   a 
second  time  accordingly^  and  comm[tt64 


Bkhnp  of  Jf'inf'hr.^hr, 
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to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
Thursday  next* 

MAKIUAGE8  VALIDITY  BILL  [Lord^ 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing reiul. 

The  lord   bishop  of  LONDON  : 

My  Lords,  in  coiiee<inence  of  a  communi- 
cation which  I  have  received  this  morn- 
ing from  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland, 
I  would  ask  leave  to  withdraw  the  Order 
for  the  Second  Reading. 

Order  discharged  ;  Bill  withdrawn. 

FARNLEY  TYAB  MARRLVOES  BILL. 

Re^id  a  second  time  (aecording  to 
order,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

CONGESTED  DISTRICTS  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT  AMENDMENT  BILL  [Lorrl^J. 

Read  a  third  time  (accordiiig  to  order), 
and  passed  ;  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 


m  ROYAL    ASSENT. 

■       Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Cijmmis- 


Hoiise  atljoiimiHl  at  twenty- five 
iiiiniiteH  after  Five  of  the  clock* 
to  Thursday  next,  at  (ifteerj 
minutes  kUw  Four  of  the  cluck. 


HOUSE  OF  COiLMONS. 
Tmsdatf,  6th  June  1899, 


moners. 


I 

I 

I 


The  House  went,  and,  Iw^ing  returned, 

Mr.  SPEAKER  reprtefl  the  Royal 
Assent  to  a  nnmlwr  of  Bilk  (me  first  item 
in  House  of  Lor^ls  report  this  day  ;  rtn/f, 
page  409). 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 

PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lords]. 
Standing    Orders   not    previously    in- 
quire* I  into  complied  with. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that»  in  the 
case  of  the  following  BilU,  originating  in 
the  Lordp,  unA  rofen^d  on  the  First  Read 


ing  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders^  not 
pre\^ous!y  inqinred  into,  and  which  are 
applicahle  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz.  : — 

GREAT     NORTHERN    RAILWAY    BILL 
[IrfOnls]. 

SUNDERLAND     CORFORATiON     BILL 
[Lonbj. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second 
time. 

ARBROATH   CORPORATION   GAS  BILL 
[Lori3s], 

Read  the  thini  time,  and  passed  with- 
out Amendment 

KEW  BRIDGE  BILL  [Lortls], 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with- 
out Amendment. 

LONDON  AND  NORTH  WESTERN  RAIL- 
WAY (NKW  RAILWAYS)  BILL. 

Read  the  thiid  time,  and  passed,     [New 
Title], 

BEXHILL    AND  ST.  LE4>NAHDS  TRAM- 
ROADS  BILL  [Lonls]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed, 

BURY  CORFORATION  WATER  BILL 
[Lortls]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

CHURCH  STIiETTON  WATER  BILL 
[  Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed, 

COLONIAL  AND  FOREIGN  BANKS 
GUARANTEE  FUND  BILL  [Lord«]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed, 

GAINSBOROUGH  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  (GAS)  BILL  [LoM^i. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

GREAT  YARMOUTH  WATER  BILL 

[Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed, 

HAMPSTEAD  CHURCH  (EMMANUEL, 
WEST  END)  BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

HUMBER  COXSKRVANrY  BILL  [Lord  ; 
Rea4:i  a  secon*!  tinui,  and  committed. 

LKKUI  ON  SEA  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL    HILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  tinm,  and  committed. 


it€  Bill  Bim.n^.^s 
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MERSEY  DOCKS  AND  HARBOUR 
BOARD  (FINANCE)   RILL  rLords]. 

Kead  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

PORT   TALBOT  KAILWAY  AND  DOCKS 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

SALFORD  CORPORATION  BILL  [Lords]. 
Bead  a  second  time,  and  committod. 

STRETFORD  GAS  BILL  [Lords]. 
Eead  a  second  time,  and  committed, 

WAKEFIELD  CORPORATION  BILL 
t  Lords]. 

Eead  a  second  time,  <and  committotl. 

WICK  AND  PULTENEY  HARBOURS 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

GREAT  SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN 
AND  WATERFORD,  LIMERICK,  AND 
\V ES  rKRN  RA r LWAY  COMPAN lES 
AMALGAMATRJN,  GREAT  SUUTIIERN 
AND  WESTERN  RAILWAY,  AND 
WATERFORD  AND  CENTRAL  IRE- 
LAND RAILWAY  BILLS, 

Ordered,  that  the  Order  [14th  March] 
that  idl  Petitions  of  County  Councils 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment (Ireland)  Act,  1898,  against  the 
Bills,  presented  seven  clear  days  hefore 
the  meeting  of  the  Cooimittee  he  referred 
to  the  Committee,  and  that  the  peti- 
tioners prapng  to  be  heani  l>y  them- 
selves, their  counsel,  or  agents,  or 
witnesses  he  heard  against  the  Bills  l>e 
suspended  in  the  case  of  the  petition  of 
the  County  Council  of  Queen's  County 
against  the  Great  Southern  and  Western 
Railway  Bill,  anil  that  the  said  petition  l>e 
referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
said  Bills,  and  that  the  petitionei^  l>e 
heaixl  Ity  their  counsel,  agent,  or  wit- 
nesses against  the  said  Bill— (J/r.  J.  F, 
X  O'Brien.) 

BRADFORD      TRAMWAYS      AND      IM^ 
PRO\^EMENT  Bn.L. 

Petition  for  julditional  Prcjvision  ;  re- 
ferred to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills, 

ELECTRIC     LEGHTINt;     PR0VI81UNAL 
ORDERS  (No.   17}  RILL, 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 


ELECTRIC     LIGHTING      PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  IS)  BII.L. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed, 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  m  BILL. 

Bead  a  second  time,  and  committ^NJ. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  {IRELAND)  PRO^ 
VISIONAL  ORDER  (HOUSING  OF 
WORKING  CLASSES)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time»  and  committed, 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  {IRELAND)  PRC^ 

VISIONAL  ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL. 

Head  a  second  time,  and  committed* 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  9)  BILL. 

liead  a  second  time,  and  committeA 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  iNo.  10)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed, 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  U)  BILL, 

Bead  a  secotjd  time,  and  committed. 

LOCAL   GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.   12)  RILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed, 

LOCAL    OOYERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  13)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed, 

LOCAL    (GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 

ORDERS  (No.   14)  RILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

MILITARY        LANDS        PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  RILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed* 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  .1). 
Sir  Henry  Fletcher  reported  fixim  the 
Committee  on  Group  J  of  Pnvate  Bills, 
That  the  parties  promoting  the  Airdrie 
and  Coatbridge  Wiiter  Bill  [Lords]  had 
stated  the  evidence  of  John  Motherwell 
Alston,  town  clerk,  Coatbridge,  was 
essential  to  their  case ;  and  it  having 
heen  proveil  that  [lis  attendance  could  not 
1m3  pnx!nrcd  without  the  imervention  of 
the  House,  he  hiwl  i>eeii  instrueted  to  move 
that  the  said  J**hn  Motherwell  Alston  do 
attend  th«  said  C^>nutiittee  T(r-morrow  at 
half-past  Eleven  of  the  clock. 

Ordered,  That  Joliu  Motherwell  Alston 
do  attend  the  Committee  on  Group  J  of 
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Private    Bills     To-morrow,    at    half-paat 
Eleven  of  the  clock, 

UL.VCKPOOL   IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 

Reported  fnmi  the  Select  Committee 
on  Police  and  Siuiitary  Regulations  Bilk, 
yriih  Amendments* 

DAKWEN  COKPORATIOX    lULL. 
Reported  fi-om   the   Select  Committee 
on  Police  and  Simitary  Ivegulatiotia  Bills, 
with  Amendments. 

Orderefl,  That  the  Reports  do  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  lje  printed. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ^c 


PETITIONS. 


I 


OEOrND     RENTS     (TAXATION    BY 

LOCAL  AI^THOHITIES). 

Petitions  iji  favour; — From  West 
Bridgfoi'd  ;  —  Uieeiiock  ; —  Aakirigton  ;  — 
Shecrncss  ;— Ryde  {four) ; — Chapel  en  le 
Frith  ;—  St.  James's ; —  Llanrhystyd  ;  — 
Gravesend  ; — Motherwell ; — Eotbbury  ; — 
and,  Working  Men's  Club  and  Institute 
Uuiouj  Limite^i  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MINES  (EIGHT  HUUK8)  DILL. 
Ptflition  from   Manor  Pit  Colliery,  in 
favour  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POOK  LAW  RELIEF  (DmFHANCHISE- 
MENT). 

Petition  from  West  Ham»  for  alteration 
of  Ia\w  j  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PRIV^\TE    LEGLSLATION    PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND^  BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  in  favour;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

REGISTRATION  OF  FIRMS  BILL, 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table, 

TELEGRAPHS  (TELEPHONIC    COMMU- 
NICATION, .S:c.)  BILL, 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION  ACT 
(1H97)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION  (JUDlCLiL 

RENTS). 

Copy  presenter!, — of  Keturii  of  Judicial 
Rents  during  the  inonth  of  November, 
1898  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

INTERMEDIATE     EDUCATION 
(IRELAND). 

Copy  presented, — of  Eule  made  by  the 
Intermediate  Education  Board  for  Ireland 
appointing  the  places  at  which  ExamiJia- 
tioua  shall  Im  held  for  1899  [by  Act] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

RAILWAY  AND  CANAL  TRAFFIC  ACTS, 

18^8  AND  1894. 

Copy  presented, — of  Sixth  Report  by 
the  Boanl  of  Tn^le  of  Proceedings  under 
Section  31  of  The  lUilwiiy  ,uu\  Canal 
Tratlic  Act,  IS88,  including  r'roceediriga 
up>on  Complaints  made  luidcr  Section  1 
of  The  R<iilway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act, 
1894  [by  Command]:  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

VOLUNTARY  SCHOOLS  ASSOCIATIONS, 
Return  presenteil,— relative  thereto 
[ordered  24th  March ;  Sir  Francis 
Powell]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed     [No,  210.] 

COLONIAL  PETROLEUM  ACT,  1892. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council 
of  the  19th  May  1899,  applying  the  Act 
to  the  Colony  of  Queensland  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1804. 
Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council 
of  the  19  th  May  1899,  authorising  an 
increase  in  the  Clerical  Estaiblishment  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Light- 
houses, and  in  the  salary  of  Mr.  William 
Coats,  accounttmt  and  ciishier  to  the 
Commissioners  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

SUPREME    COURT    OF    JUDICATURE 
AMENDMENT  ACT,  1875. 

Copy  presented,— ^f  Order  in  Council 
of  19th  May  1899,  jtmending  the  Order 
in  CouncU  of  28th  July  1893,  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  the  South-Kasteru  Circuit  [by 
'     "*    to  lie  upon  the  Table, 


Act]  j 
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Anglo- Am 


{COMMONS} 


years'  ser\4ce,    howeverj    the     assistant 
teachers  receive  umler  the  Education  Act 
of  1892  a  l>umis  which  nearly  er|ualises 
theii*    emokimerits    \Wth    the    salary    of 
aecond    class.     Those    arrangements    are 
bnsed  on  the  principle  of  fixing  remunera-  : 
tion   in    proportion    to   the   duties    and  I 
responsibilities    of    the    recipient.      The 
Commissioners  do  not  recognise  the  claim 
that  teachers   should   under  all    circum- 1 
stances  he  paid  the   full  salaries  attaching 
to  their  clcissificatiou.  ' 

Mr,  MACALEESE:  May  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  the  same 
system  obtains  in  this  country  1 

*Mk.  G.  W,  BALFOUli :  I  am  afniid 
I  cannot  answer  that  question, 

LOCAL  GOVEltNMENT  (IHELAND)  ACT ; 
ORDEHS  AND  KITLES  UNDEK 

Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.)  :  I  l>eg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lor!  Lieu- 
tenant of  h'cland  whether  there  have 
been  complaints  from  t!iu  officials  and 
meinliers  of  the  new  county  and  district 
couiuils  and  also  from  the  public  as  t<j 
the  difliculty  in  procuring  copies  of  the 
rules  and  regidations  issued  by  the  Privy 
Council  and  Local  Government  Boai-d 
from  time  to  time  for  the  transaction  of 
their  business  j  and  wdiether  he  will  direct 
that  copies  of  the  Orders  in  Council  and 
Local  Government  Board  Onlers  will  he 
put  on  sale  to  the  public  at  the  same  time 
that  they  are  put  in  force  under  the  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1898. 

*Mr.  a  W.  BALFOUK :  The  Orders 
in  Council  referred  to  have  all  l>een  issued 
as  Parliamentary  papers,  and  copies  can  he 
procured  through  any  bookseller.  No 
complaints  have  been  received  as  to  the 
alleged  difficulty  in  obtaining  copies  of 
these  Oi-ders  in  CounciL  Copies  of  the 
Ordoi-9  issued  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  are  sent  to  every  local  Inxly 
aflfected  by  the  Orders,  and  to  any  niend>er 
of  the  general  public  bona  Jidt  concerned 
who  makes  an  application  for  a  copy.  It 
is  proposed  ultimately  to  print  both  the 
Orders  in  Council  and  Local  Government 
Board  Orders  of  a  peiinanent  character  in 
one  volimic  for  presentation  to  Par- 
liament. 

MIGRATION  OF  THE  POPULATION. 

Dk  ROBERT  AMBROSE  (Mayo, 
W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary     for     Ireland      whether     hia 


attention  has  l>een  drawn  to  a  reBolutioQ 
of  the  Mayo  County  Council,  pAssed 
unanimously  at  their  meeting  20th  May, 
in  which  they  state  that,  in  order  •** 
prevent  the  periodical  recurrence  ol 
famine^  and  to  render  unnecessary  the 
annual  migration  of  large  numbers  of  ihe 
aduit  male  and  female  population  cf 
county  Mayo,  and  thereby  save  them 
from  the  risk  of  a  disaster  such  as  befcl 
the  people  of  Acliill  a  few  years  ago,  in 
which  a  large  body  of  them  were  drowned, 
it  is  necessary  that  compulsory  powen 
be  given  to  the  County  Council  W 
acquire  for  purposes  of  migration  and 
enlargement  of  holdifigs  such  lantls  a» 
are  availalile  for  stich  purposes  in 
county  Mayo ;  and  whether,  in  view  of 
Buch  a  resolution,  passed  imanimously  by 
Buch  a  representative  body  as  the  County 
Councd  of  Mayo,  he  will  without  deUy 
intrcxluce  legislation  to  meet  the  view* 
of  that  body. 

*Mr.  G,  W,  BALFOUR  i  The  reply  lo 
the  first  paragraph  is  in  the  aflirmatir% 
and  to  the  secon*!  in  the  negative. 

BRITISH  NEW  GUINEA  PAPERS* 

Sir  JOHN  LUBBOCK  (London  Um- 
versity) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  will 
publish  the  appendices  and  papers  nh 
ferred  to  in  the  Animal  Repon  for  189T- 
98  on  British  New  Guinea  (C.  9046  26) 
recently  issued,  especially  those  relating 
to  scientific  subjects,  referred  to  on  pp 
75-77  of  the  Report,  and  designated  by 

'  Sir   W,    MacC4regor    as    of    considerable 
interest   and   of  much    importance ;  and 

I  whether    he    will    encourage     the     pre- 
paration  of  such  Reports  in   future   by 
aff'ording  facilities   for   their   publication 
for  the  benefit  of  scientific  research. 
The  SECRETAEY   of  STATE  for 

THE   COLONIES   (Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAfN, 

j  Birmingham,   W.)  :    The  papers   referred 
to  are  all  published  in  Queensland,  and 
,  copies    are    regularly    furnished    by   my 
j  department  to  the  various  learned  socie* 
\  ties  to  whom  they  are  likely  to  be   of 
interest.     It  is  the  usual  practice  to  pub- 
lish any  reports    of  geneml  interest    or 
utility  not  already  published  elsewhere, 

ANGLO-AMERICAN  COMMISSION. 

SiK  EDWARD  GOURLEY  :  I  beg  to 
aak  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  if  he  will  be  good  enough  to  in* 


I 
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form  the  Hoiisi}  whether  the  Aiiglt>  j  the  G^lonies  have  not  yot  fnrnishod  the 
Amcncan  Commission  is  to  re-aasemWo  ;  i  information  required  for  completing  the 
if  8o»  whe!i ;  Cc'in  he  state  the  nature  and  Return,  Wlien  thev  havo  done  m  the 
extent  of  the  differences  alleged   to  exist  |  R43turn  vdW  l)e  laid  without  delay. 


between  the  Ainencan  and 
menibeiia  of  the  Commission ;  and 
whether  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  the 
pi»ints  at  i^aue  are  to  he  referred  to 
arbitration, 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  In  reply  to 


WAK    OFFICE—NETHEKAVON   HOUSE, 
WILTS. 

Mr.  GOULDING  (Wilts,,  Denizes) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for   War,  with  regard    to   the  fact  that 


the  first  two  questions   I  have  niDthing  to    Netheravon    House,    ^Vilts,    which    baa 


add  to  the  answers  given  hy  the  Under 
Secretary  of  8Utte  for  Foreign  Affairs. 
Before  tlieCommissioniuijourniKl  pn:*posiU3 
andeoruUer  proposals  were  uuide  liy  the 
British  antl  United  States  Commissioners 
for  refemiig  tlie  ipu:stion  of  the  Alaska 
ImTindary  to  arbitration,  hut  they  hiwl 
been  unalile  to  agree  fis  to  the  arbitral 
triburral  and  the  terms  of  refen5nce. 
Negotiations  on  thi^  question  ai*e  still 
pro<?eedittg  between  Her  Majesty  s 
C^iverunient  and  the  United  States 
Government, 


IMI'ElllAb  IXSTITITE. 
Mk.  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  Mid.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Seeret^iry  of  Stati?  fur  the 
Colonies  whether  the  conferences  in 
reference  to  the  fnture  of  the  Imj>erial 
hiBtitute  are  now  conehidcfl ;  and,  \i  so, 
whether  there  is  any  objectimi  to  stilting 
the  general  results  or  reconniinidHtinn-^ 
that  have  been  atrived  at 

Mk.  J.  CHAMBEKLAIN  :  S.Ltisiactory 
progress  has  been  made  with  the  nego- 
tiatiuiLS,  and  a  definite  proposal  is  now 
iMifore  the  Senate  of  the  University  and 
the  Council  of  the  Institute,  If,  as  is 
hoped ♦  the  replies  of  the  two  bodies  are 
favounJile,  the  result  wiH  bo  comratuii- 
cated  to  the  Hnnse, 


WEST    INDTES-FliriT    STEAMEHS— 
LOCAL  DrriEs. 

Mh,   LAWRENCE  (Liverpool,    Abi*r- 

eromby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Cohmies  whether  he  can 
now  state  when  the  contemplated  fruit 
'itcaraers  may  be  expected  t(»  commence 
running  lietween  the  West  India  lalantk 
and  this  country  and  when  the  return 
re  Lc^cal  Colonial  Duties  on  Hum  will  bo  j 
laid  upon  the  Table,  ' 

Mr.   J.   CHAMilEULAlN :  (I)  I  am  , 

t  \'et  able  to  fix  a  date  for  the  com-  \ 
iiicement  ot  this  service.     (2)  Some  of  j 


beeri  recently  purehasi^d  by  the  Govern- 
merit  for  War  Office  purpose s»  is  still  un- 
tenanted, whether,  in  view  of  the  dis- 
astrous results  to  the  parish  which  will 
arise  from  the  principal  mansion  not 
being  inhabited,  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  \\var  will  take  inmiediate  action  to 
procure  its  early  occupation. 

♦Tub  UKDEK  •  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WMR  (Mr.  WY>n>HAM, 
Dover) :  Every  effort  has  been  and  wiU 
be  made  by  the  War  Department  to 
obtain  a  tenant  for  Nethemvon  House. 

salisl;li:V  PLAIN. 
Mr.  THOMAS  BAYLEY  (Derbyshire, 
Chesterfield) :  1  be^  to  ask  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office  whether,  in 
the  Return  No,  150.  of  1899,  which  was 
ordered  by  the  House  iji  February  last 
and  distributed  in  May,  of  the  gross  and 
net  rentals  of  property  at  Sah'sbury  Plain 
purchased  by  the  War  Department,  the 
column  hea<led  *' present  rental  "  gives  in 
all  cases  the  actual  rental  paid  to  the 
proprietor  of  the  laiid  at  the  time  of 
purchase,  or  whether  in  any  eanes  the 
amount  of  rt^ntal  in  that  column  represents 
a  nominal  n^ntal  which  in  practice  was 
reduced  by  an  alhiwance  of,  in  some 
ciises,  as  much  as  20  per  cent,  reduction 
on  the  nominal  rent. 

*The  FIKANCf  AL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr,  Powell 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S,) ;  The  Return 
contains  the  rentals  paid  unckir  the  various 
agreements,  but  what  reduction  has  been 
customary  from  those  rentals  I  am  not  able 
to  say  without  further  reference.  Perhaps 
the  hon.  Gentleman  will  put  the  question 
down  again. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BAYLEY :  I  wiU  do  m. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (King^s 
Lynn) :  Have  any  tenants  failed  to  pay 
the  reduced  rent  to  the  War  Office  1 
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♦Mr.  POWELL  WILLIAMS  :  Some  of 
them  claim  to  receive  from  tlit^  War 
Office  a  reduction  similar  to  that  which 
they  formerly  received, 

Mr.  aiBSON  BOWLES:  Was  that 
taken  into  account  in  the  price  ? 

♦Mr,  POAYELL  WILLIAMS :  No,  I 
think  not. 


Fimutrf  hill, 
FINANCE  HILL. 
As  amendedj  considered. 


444 


BARKACKS    AND    MTF.ITARY    WORKS 
LOAN  BILL. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (AlierdoL-nKhirc, 
E.) :  I  licg  trj  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  when  the  Barracks  and 
Military  Works  Loan  Bill  will  be 
introduced. 

*Mk.  U^^NDHAM  :  I  hope  to  hringin 
a  BiJ!  at  an  early  date. 

PUNJAUB    WAR     AM)    TIUAH 
CAMl\\IGN  MEDALS. 

Mr.  H.  D.  GREENE  (Shrewr^htiry) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secret aiy  of  State  for 
India  whether  medals  and  clasps  for 
service  in  the  last  Pnnjaul)  War  and  the 
Tirah  Campaign,  lK!}7-?i,  have  Ik^cti 
issued  to  oflicei's  and  men  of  the  Bengal  I  [, 
Staff  Corjw  entitles!  thereto  ;  and,  if  not,  I 
what  is  the  cause  of  the  delay,  and  when 
the  distrifiution  will  take  place. 

The   SECRETAKY   of   STATE   for 

INIdA      (LORli       tlEORtJl^' 
Middlesex,     Ealing)  :     The 


*LoRD  .ALWTNE  COMPTON  (Beds, 
Biggleswade) :  I  beg  to  move  the  follot 
ing  new  clause  : — 

The  proviso  at  the  end  of  section  fotir  of 
TUe  Finance  Act,  18!H,  &hall  he  » 
i»wile<L  ami  tlie  fulluwiii^  pnivitio  in 
inserted  in  lieu  tlu^reuf  : — 

Provided  thul  any  profierty  so  piyastngui 
which  tlu!  dt?t"eased  never  htul  An  i» 
tinent,  or  which  timler  a  di«|K>i«ition  not 
iim*le  hy  the  dereiised  pai**€w  m 
mediately  on  the  death  of  the  dtntsAMii 
l«  Home  person  other  tlmn  n  j»»*r«i«it 
taking  an  intere^st  in  pro]it*.rtv  I"  ' 
the  rleuth  of  the  deceased  of 
deee4i.'*e<l  wtii*  eonii»etent  todisjH.-c,  ^-hu-m 
nut  l*e  ji^^regated  witli  any  other  pfo* 
lierty  Unt  si  mil  lw»  an  estate  liy  itiieK. 
and  the  eHtate  dnty  shall  l»e  levioil  at 
the  prn|>er  *rraduat*ed  rate  on  the  tiriiwi 
pal  vahie  thereof  \  hut  if  any  fiencit 
nnder  a  dii^^wwition  not  niaile  by  Uit 
deeeased  is  reserved  nr;^ven  to  a  jieisan 
taking  an  intere>*t  iu  propt>rty  |MU4£>ntt 
at  the  death  t»f  the  docejiseil  of  vvlttco 
the  ileeeasefl  was  eoin^H^tent  to  disjuH*, 
s<nch  l>eneHt  shall  Ik*  a{4jy^re^ite<l  wi\\\ 
property  of  the  deeetised  fur  the  rnir]«»!« 
of  tteteriniinn;^'  Ihe  rate  ol  t?st^ileiJ«ly.' 


Thi-s  niiv    clan-se     winch    I    pixipu^    lo 
add  to  the  Rill  .seeks   tu  remedy   an  in- 
justice which,  I  con  tend  J  is  contained  in 
Clause  4  of  the  Finance  Act  uf  1894.     It 
is  practically  the  8anie  its  an  Ainendmeni 
which  1  moved  la-st  yt^ar,  but  in  it   I   liavu 
Hamilton,  i  endeavouredtonieet  theL-riticisinisbvwhicti 
medals    and  ,  I  was  npmi  that  (x-casion  met,  and  I  hope 
clasps  gi'antcd  foi^  the  ojjerations  on  the  ,  1  have   .sncceeded  in    doing   so.       If  the 
Punjaub  frontier  in  1897-98  have  been  in  |  House   will  permit  me,  I   will   endeavour 
cotn-se  of  distrilnition   since  last  snnmier,  |  to  show^  as  ItricHy  and  clearly  as  possible, 


( 


Any  delay  which  may  have  occtuTcd  is 
due  to  the  medal  rolls  not  having  been 
promptly  submitted . 

INDIAN     CONFECTIONEKV     TKADE. 

Mil  MACLEAN  (CanHrt)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Ti-ade 
w^hether  he  can  now  ^\\t  the  correct 
figtn^es  showing  the  quaiitity  and  value 
of  expoj ts  of  British  confectionery,  and  of 
re-expoits  of  foreigu  and  c<jloTiial  con- 
fectionery of  all  kinds  xo  India  1 

The  PKESIHENT  ok  the  BOARD  of 
TRADE  (iMit  C/T.  PrrrHiE,  Croydon): 
1  have  commmiiuateti  with  the  Customs 
on  this  subjuct,  but  1  am  infoniied  that  it 
wonhl  n<Jt  be  possibh?  tu  compile  from  the 
ri'unrls   nvaihible  in   that     J K-juutnient  a 


what  is  the  injustice  of  which  we  com- 
plain,  and  what  is    the    remedy    whith 
1   aeek  to   apply.     It  is  true  that  Claua? 
4    of  the  Finance  Act  of   181*4  givi^s  co- 
emption in  cert^iin  cjwes  where  propertrj 
passes   on  a  man's  death  fi'om   its  Iicin 
aggregattnl  n  ith  free  pnjperty  in  his  fiwti 
possession,  l>nt    in    tho  proviso    which 
seek  to  rtjjeal  there  is  an  exception  lo^ 
that    exemption     in     respect     of     liriciil 
ancestor,  lineal  tlesrendant,  husl>iind»   or 
w*tfe.      That   sounds  latbcr  paradoxical,! 
perhaps,  but  let  us    look   at    it    in    thi$ 
way.     Take  the  case  of  a  man  who  die 
having  settled  property   in  w*hich  he  1 
merely  a  life  interest.      He  also  ha«  (rel 
property   of  his  own — that    is,   propertj 
which   he  is  free  to  liisfKise  of,   say,  fod 
instam:e,  to  the  extent  of  £liX),00O.'    Tbd 


trustworthy  rt^turn  of  the  nature  desired.    I  settled  propeity  passes  to  his  elde^  i 
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on  hiB  death,  Kut  as  the  Ja\r  ntuuls  at 
present  the  whole  of  the  pmpeny,  settles  I 
or  free^  is  aggregated.    Thus  the  younger 
children    vnio  sueceed    to   but    a   small 
portion  of  the  |>«rsonHl  estate,  it  may  be,  ! 
have  tu  pay   tht*  whole  rate  of  duty  as 
upt>n  the  settled  estate  and  iifHirr  the  free 
pro|)erty  uggre^ated  to*^otfier.     Thai  con-  , 
fititutes,    to    my    mind,    a    hanlship— at , 
lejLst,  it  is  reganled  i»a  a  hardship  by  those  , 
upon  whom  the  bunleu  has  fallen.     I  do 
not  expect  to  get  wry  much  spnpathy  in  j 
the  matter,  jiartieufarly  from  lion,    Mem-  | 
l»ei*8  op|}osite,  for   I  know  that  their  new  , 
of  the  niatLer  is  that  if  a  man  succeeds  | 
to    anything  at  all   it   is   fair   that    he  j 
shoidd     j>ay     a     heavy     rate     of    duty  , 
upon   it.     But  that  is  not  my  only  point,  ! 
Take  the  eiuse  of  the  aame   man  ;  he  also 
h*is  £100,000,  and  sufppost"  that  he  has  no  ' 
sons  at  all,  and  that   the  property  ptsses  j 
either  to  hi>t  colhit^^rals  or  to  strangei^, 
under  the  law  iis  it  now  .stJinds  it   is  not 
fregated  at  all.    That  i?^  illogical,  unfair, 
'  jK'r-f»H'lly  uuiionnd,  Jind  is  absolutely  : 
opj)os<Hl  to  every  nrinciple  of  the  succes- 
sion and   legacy  duties  ever  since  those  i 
duties  havo  lieeii   invented,  ina.Hmuch  as 
the    strangers    anil     the     cojlatemls     in 
aucceeding    to    the    s^ime    property   are 
paying  a  les-^  tax  than  the  lineal  doseoinl- 
ants.     Now  I  am  not  aware   wliethei*  tlir 
draftsman  of  tliis  clause  knew  what  wonhl 
lie  thi*  ertW't  of  the  Wi»nlH  he  nsc*«i  ;  bta  of 
one  thing  I  am  quite  certain,  and   that   is 
that  the  authoi'  nf   the    Bill   himsiO!,    the 
right    lioiL    CfcntienjaTi   tlie   Men>t»i»r    for 
West  Minunouth,  did  not  tlream  what  the 
effect    would    la*,   for    when   last  year  I 
brought    up  the  subject  ho  said  that  the 
exempt i*tn  for  which   Section  4  pnjvided 
was  only  ni tended    to    operate    in  caaes 
where  there  was  no  connection  between 
the  deeea^eil   and  the  ix^i-sons   to    whom 
the  pr*»|x*i'ly    ptusswl      May  I    take    the 
ease  iigain  of  thesiune  man  with  X10<\000. 
SnpfK>?iing  that   he  hits   rui  ehildreii,   the 
estat<^  will  not  be  aggregated   to   \my  the 
full  rate  of  the  high  estate  iluty,  and   his 
brother  who  succeeds  to  the  whole  settle*! 
projM'rty  and  the  free  pnjperty  will  escape 
aggregation.      That    is    thi!    injustice  of 
which  I  comphiin.     I  hope  that  this  new 
cUuse,  which   statals   in    rny   name,    will 
l)C    acceptefl,     iMcause    it     will     remcive 
that  injustice,  ami   the  younger  childriMi 
and  the  wife   will  derive  the  iH^nefit  fr«tm 
the    pro]X"rty    which    the   decciAi^d    hn^ 
jKiwer    to    di?<jjo8e     of     iind    which    he 
luiturally  wishes  to  give  to  them.     Their 
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pn^periy  will  escape  aggregation  with  the 
larger  settled  property  which  goes  to  the 
elder  son.  As  there  must  always  \ye  a  i/itifi 
pro  quo  in  these'  matters,  1  am  prepared 
to  present  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
P^xchequer  brothers  and  collaterals. 
Under  my  clause  the  brothers  and  the 
collaterals  or  the  stratigers  who  obtain 
both  settled  propt^ny  and  free  property 
—there  having  l>een  no  children-- will  be 
aggregated,  and  only  the  wife  or  the 
younger  children  will  escape.  Of  course, 
I  know  that  several  criticisms  have  been 
levelled  figainst  tire  clause  its  it  stJtnds. 
Ceruiin  Members  oppo.site  say  that  the 
Finance  Act  of  1894  shoidd  not  b© 
touched  at  all.  My  answer  to  that  is 
that  whatever  they  may  feel  in  regard  to 
tVie  Act,  1  am  cert^iin  that  they  do  nut 
care  to  see  an  injustice  done»  and  that  if 
once  att  injustice  is  proved  they  will  seek 
to  remedy  it.  \  think  I  have  proved  my 
Ct'ise  that  there  is  an  injustice,  and  I  fi^k 
their  symjNithy  and  .^tssistance  in  getting 
this  injustice  removed.  There  arises  the 
question  of  the  b»ss  to  the  Revenue  which 
this  exemption  woidd  cause.  I  have 
examimxl  the  matter  most  closely,  and  I 
cannot  see  that  any  great  loss  wouhl  fall 
OH  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The 
bulk  of  fhf*  property  which  a  man  leaves 
must  bcs  either  settlinl  propL-rty  or  free 
property.  Stippose  a  man  left  a 
million  of  fn*e  proja-rty  to  his 
children,  all  that  wuukl  be  iiggregated 
and  pay  the  full  mtc  In  the  same  way 
if  he  Itjft  Mettled  pn»iaTty  the  eldest  son 
would  not  escape.^  aggregation  ;  the  only 
loss  would  be  in  the  cast^  of  the  younger 
children  and  the  wife,  who  would  succec*! 
to  simic  small  portion  of  the  man's  fi-ee 

f)roperty.  Supposing  that  a  tnillionaire 
eaves  i  100,000  uf  his  property  free, 
dividing  it  amongst  his  four  younger 
sons,  or  £25,000  U»  each,  it  would  be 
aggregatcfl  and  pay  the  8  pel  cent.  duty. 
Kut  under  my  clatise  thev  wouhl  only  iiay 
44  fsT  cent/  If  six  millionaires  dieci  in 
the  year  the  loss  would  only  be  £21,000, 
while  fn»m  the  siatled  pro|)erty  the 
revenue  would  receive  £480,000.  That 
seems  a  Mtry  small  loss  to  remedy  a  great 
injustice,  I  also  lusk  a  little  assistance 
from  hon.  Mendiers  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  I  beg  them  to  remember  that 
when  this  Act  was  introduced  .Members 
on  this  side  of  the  House  fought  it  most 
desperately,  and  it  was  talked  al>out 
on  every  platform  at  tht*  last  Genend 
Election.'    And    1    appeal    also    to    the 
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Chancellor  of    the    Exchequer.     I   hope  |  was  raised  last  year  by  my  noble  friead, 
that  some  of  my  logic   has  penetrated  his    pointed    out    that    no    doubt    to 


extent  this  was  a  reli«^f   to    lineals,   for 
the   result  was  that   the    rate    of  e^UU 


armour,  and  that  he  will  be  able  to  agree 
to  my  request.  I  do  not  profess  to  have 
a  legal  mind,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that  |  duty  was  less  from  this  Don-aggi^ 
the  wording  of  the  clause  may  not  be  '  tioo.  But  my  noble  fnend  very  fairiy 
quite  satisfactory,  but  I  trust  that  he  will  |  said  that  that  rlnl  not  remove  the 
admit  the  piinciple  of  the  clause.     I  beg  I  grievance  of  liju-als,  beeausei n/i-r  ge  they 

'■  -    Fiill  had  to  pay  the  rate  of  duty  on  the 

whole  of  the  property  passing  to  them  st 
death,  although  the  main  bulk  of  the  pro- 
perty would  p^iss  to  the  elder  son,  and  i 
very  small  portion  pass  to  the  younger 
children,  on  which  the  younger  chil- 
dren woidd  have  to  pay  a  high  raw 
of  duty.  My  noble  friend  endeavoured 
last  year  to  remedy  this  grievance.  Well, 
I  think  he  felt  that  the  proposal  he  nuide 
would  not  satisfactorily  effect  his  de^drrs, 
and  I  know  that  he  has  devoted  very 
much  considenition  to  the  clause  whicli 
he  has  just  moved  In  fact,  I  think  aoj 
one  who  listened  to  the  speech  he  Im 
just  delivered  will  recognise  that  he  hu 
gone  into  the  minutia^  of  a  complicaud 
subject  ^^th  great  ability  and  energy.  But 
I  am  bound  to  say — and  my  noble  frieiul 
is  aware  of  the  fact^ — that  the  clause  as  it 
standsj  if  embodied  in  the  law,  woidd  not 
carry   out  his  wishes,   because,  although 


to  move  the  new  clause  standing  in  my 
name. 

A  Clause  (Amendment  of  s,  4  of  The 
Finance  Act,  1894,  restricting  the  ex-  | 
emptions  thereby  given  to  non-lineals  i 
from  the  principle  of  aggregation,  and 
extending  certain  exemptions  to  persons 
taking  benefits  under  separate  disposi- 
tion)—(i^>r^  Alutfne  Ct^mpiun) — brought 
up,  and  read  the  first  time  :— 

Motif  in  made  and  Question  proposed — 
*'  That  the  Clause  he  read  a  second  time/' 

*The  CHANCELLOK  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  iM.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol, 
W.) :  One  of  the  main  principles  of  the 
Act  of  1894  was  that  all  property  passing 
on  the  death  of  a  deceased  pei-sou  shoida 
be  aggregated  for  the  purposes  of  estate 
duty.     It  was  found  impossiUe  in  practice 


by   the   Government   wliich  passed   that  ^  it  would  remedy  some  grievances,  it  Mould 


Act  to  carry  out  that  printiple  com 
pletely,  because  it  was  felt  that  where  pro- 
perty passing  on  the  death  of  a  deceased 
person  included  propetty  in  which  he  had 
no  interest,  or  which  he  was  never  at  any 
time  competent  tu  dispose  of,  and  which 
passed  to  complete  strangers— that  it 
would  be  unfair  to  aggregate  that  property 

with  property  passing  to  lineals  for  the  j  Kevenu'e,  1  do  not 
purposes  of  determining  estate  duty,  and  loss  to  the  Revenue 
thus  entail  a  higher  estate  duty  on 
wife,  husband,  son,  or  daughter  as  com- 
pared with  that  which  they  ought  to  pay 
on  property  passing  to  them.  And  there- 
fore the  Act  as  it  stands  departs  from  the 
great  principle  of  the  estate  duty,  which 
is  to  have  no  reference  to  the  person  to 
whom  the  pr^^perty  pasi^es,  but  to  have 
reference  solely  to  the  property  which 
passes  at  death  of  the  deceased  ;  and  it 
provides  that  where  property  in  which 
the   deceased    never    had    any    interest^ 


effect  other  grievances  even  greater  than 
those  which  he  seeks  to  remedy.  H« 
proposes  to  take  away  with  ono  hand  t 
certain  amount  from  the  Revenue,  and  to 

five  a  considerable  amount  with  the  other 
and.  Having  had  this  matter  investi- 
gated  during  the  huj^t  three  weeks  very 
carefully  by  the  Board  of  Iidiuul 
think  the  net 
woidd  be  very 
serious-  But  there  would  be  grievancoi 
effected  in  certain  crises,  which  my  noble 
friend   iind  tlie  hon.  Member  for  Wood- 


bridge  who  sits  hesido  him  are  awaup  oL 
and  w^hich  I  am  quite  sure  neither  ttf 
them  would  desire  to  inflict.  Now 
1  have  a  proposal  to  make  to  my  nohk 
friend.  If  the  right  hon.  Cb^ntleman  the 
Mt  niber  for  West  Monnmuth  and  the  hon. 
and  lefiincd  Member  for  the  DumfrieB 
Burghs  were  here  to-day,  I  think  they 
would  admit  that  this  question   nf  aggre- 


or    which    he    was     not     competent    to  I  gation  is  not  at  present  in  a  satisfactory 


dispose  of,  pfisses  to  non-lineals  or  to 
strangers,  then  in  that  case  it  will  not  be 
aggregated  with  liie  rest  of  the  estate  for 
the  purposes  of  the  estate  duty.  The 
hon,  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member 
for   Dnndries  Burghs,  when   thiis  matt<?r 

L&rd  Ctmvpiaiu 


comlition  ;  they  wuuld  admit  that  there 
is  gn>und  for  the  ccmiplaint  my  ttobla 
fnei.d  1 1. IS  made,  and  that  Mime  endeavour 
shouhl  be  made  to  remedy  that  complaint, 
without  at  the  siune  time  causing  other 
sourees   uf  complaint  aiid  of  loss  to  the 
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KoTenue,  Now,  if  my  noble  friend  wiJl 
not  press  this  clause  to-day,  what  I  pro- 
pom  13  this.  Tho  question  is  most  com- 
plicAted  and  moat  diHicult.  It  is  one 
which  if  the  House  wonkl  \\e  gufxl  enough 
to  take  ray  advice  they  wniikl  not  attempt 
to  dejiJ  with  withuut  iuftuiry*  I  would 
propose  til  at  in  the  course  of  the  autumn  a 
l>epartnientai   Committee  should   he  ap- 

rjinted  to  consider  this  s^ubject,  nn  which 
should  bo  extremely  ghid  to  have  the 
servioes  of  my  noble  friend  and  of  other 
hon.  Members  who  are  interested  in  this 
matter.  We  must  endeavour  to  thresh  the 
nu4tter  out  aufl  arrive  at  !?ome  result,  which 
may  be  enilmdied  in  legislation  next  year, 
which  will  remedy  this  grievance  without 
causing  any  great  loas  to  the  Revenue 
or  ci'eating  other  grievances. 

Sir    H.    CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 

(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  ijelievo  that  thei^e 
are  in  the  House  a  few  MeniJiers  who 
think  that  they  understand  this  aulijeet, 
but  are  there  any  Memliera  who  really  in 
their  conscience  could  declare  that  they 
do  understand  the  question  i  I  am  not 
so  sure  but  that  there  are  two  gentlemen 
sitting  next  each  other  on  the  Oppositirm 
bench— the  noble  Loni  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  WtK)d bridge^ who  under- 
stand it ;  and  the .  hon.  Member  for 
King's  Lynn  J  who  knows  everything ; 
and  there  are  my  hon,  and  learned  frienrU, 
the  MemViers  for  Dumfries  imd  H.'wlding- 
ton,  the  eX'ChancelJor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  at 
present  holds  that  office,  A  gorn!  ntany 
of  these  authorities — certfiinly  all  on  this 
side  of  the  House — are  absent  to-day.  Far 
be  it  from  me  to  intervene  in  a  matter 
which  I  cannot  say  I  really  understand. 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  made 
a  propiisal  which  appears  to  me  to  be  ex- 
ceedingly discreet  and  wise.  There  is  a 
danger,  in  the  administration  of  this  most 
intncate  law,  of  harshness  towards  indi- 
viduals, and  also  a  danger  of  affecting  the 
interests  of  the  Rtate.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  as  I  understaml  it,  proposes 
that  there  Bhall  be  a  I  departmental  G^m- 
mitteie,  or  a  l-MiKiy  of  that  kind,  to  inquire 
into  the  working  of  aggre^tion,  and  to 
report  what  amendment  that  Comnuttee 
would  recommend  on  the  present  practice, 
■fcave  hiid  an  opportunity  of  knowing  to 
e  extent  the  opinion  of  the  author  of  the 
Act,  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
West  Monmouth,  and,  although  I  am  not 
enlCitled  to  speak  in  bis  name,  I  under- 
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stand  he  will  have  no  objection  to  an  inquiry 
int-o  the  matter^  Of  course  the  inquiry  is 
to  affect  not  the  principle  but  the  working 
of  the  provision  which  carries  the  principle 
into  effect.  That  being  so,  I  think  I  can 
assure  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
opinion  on  this  side  of  the  House,  %ery 
lui worthily  represented  by  nus  is  in  favour 
of  the  proposed  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man for  a  Committee. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  {Lynn 
Regis) :  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  for  the  eomplimeiU^  ho  has 
jxiid  nie  that  I  know  everything-  I  know 
perfectly  well  that  ufider  cerUdn  circum- 
stances  and  on  some  occasions  I  can  be  as 
ignorant  as  the  Leatler  of  the  Opposition 
himself.  I  have,  I  admit,  taken  some 
trouble  in  regard  to  this  question  of 
aggregation.  As  to  the  particular  point 
referred  to  l:»y  my  nolilo  friend,  it  is  one 
of  the  grievances  called  **hard  cases."  It 
is  not  a  very  large  grievance  and  it  exists 
in  a  very  few  limited  numl>erof  instances. 
If  my  noble  friend's  clause  were  adopted  it 
would,  undoubtedly,  not  have  any  great 
effect  on  the  Revenue.  ^Vhile  it  would 
relieve  to  some  extent  a  hardship,  it 
would  bring  in  further  revenue  in  another 
direction.  But  I  think  it  is  extremely 
dangerous  to  deal  with  an  Act  of  this 
sort  piecemeal  aitd  by  way  of  meeting 
hard  eases  as  they  arise.  If  you  have  to 
rleal  with  it  you  should  deal  with 
principles,  and  modify  tljem  whei'e  you 
can.  I  will  nnt  enlarge  myon  the  Amend- 
ment of  my  noble  friend,  because  I  pre- 
sume, that,  after  the  concession  miule  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  he  will 
not  press  it.  Wiiat  T  say,  however,  is 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchetjuer  has 
W)w«ds  of  comp«'isHi(m  fur  some  of  the 
hatnl  cases  under  this  Act,  Imt  for  others 
he  seems  to  have  none.  The  ease  of 
aggregation  I  fidly  admit  is  one  of  the 
ditiiculties  of  the  Act.  1  have  made  H 
calculation,  and  have  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion, and  I  believe  I  am  right,  that  in- 
stall of  there  being,  a»  was  intended 
uncler  the  Act,  one  aggregation  of  all 
pnjpcTty^  there  are  no  less  than  19 
akggregati<u>s  and  segregations  of  pro- 
[w?rty,  and  m\  insteml  of  having 
one  rate,  you  have  1 9  different  rates  ; 
therefore  no  doubt  aggregation  in  itself 
and  by  itself  is  a  very  proper  subject  for 
inquiry,  but  it  is  not  the  only  subject  for 
inquiry.     If  the   right  bon.   Gentleman 
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is  going  to  incjuire  into  one  of  tht*  haiil-  conimernl  it,  init  iii  this  propoaJ 
ships  which  he  thinks  may  be  included  in  every  reform  in  so  difReult  a  field  want* 
this  Actj  there  are  others  which  require  great  consideration.  The  suggestion  <rf  ft 
attention.  There  is  the  ai>sumptiou  that  i  Committee  which  has  been  made  by  the 
everything  a  man  hais  in  his  life  is  sup-  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  seems  to  me 
posed  to  be  a  fraud  under  the  Act.  Tbere  j  to  l>e  a  very  proper  one,  and  a  suggestioii 
ia  the  astsumption  under  which  you  give    to  which  Members  on   this   side   of  tbe 

House  should  accede.      Speaking  for  my- 
self, I    have   ordy    one  view  of  what  w 


your  wife  a  ring,  and  die  within  twelve 

months,  and  your  wife  has  to  [>ay  duty  on 

all  the  rest  of  the  property.     Then  again,  if   right  with  regard  to  this  matter,  and  thftt 

a  man  gives  a  reduction  of  25  per  cent,  in    is,    while  l»eing  rea<ly  to  strengthen  the 

the  rent  to  his  tenants,  duty  hfis  to  be    Act  in  order  to  carry  out  its  principle,  lo 


paid  on  the  25  per  cent,  -because  it  \%  a 
gift.  I  could  nnine  half  a  dozen  hardHhij  s 
and  I  therefore  trust  that  if  a  Departmental 
Committee  is  to  1  o  appointed  it  will  not 
be  restricted  to  the  question  of  aggi'ega- 
tion. 

Mr.  HALDANE  (Hmhlingtou)  :  I  have 
listened  ^ith  attention  to  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Kings  Lynn.  The 
clause  of  the  noble  Loitl  is  one  which 
deals  with  a  subject  which  I  agree  is  a 
very  intricate  one.  Aggregation  undei' 
the  Finance  Act  is  simple  enough  where 
it  is  a  case  merely  of  two  estates  VH^lung- 
ing  to  the  same  testator  passing  at  death. 
There  it  is  a  plain  enough  principle  to 
treat  them  as  one.  But  when  you  come 
to  two  estates  pa-ssing  upon  the  testator's 
deathjj  one  of  which  has  not  ht^en  his  riwn, 
you  get  to  a  much  more  diffieult  quehiion 
of  justice.  It  may  often  \m  very  unfair 
to  ta-x  on  the  aggregate  footing.  There 
are  other  cases  in  which  it  may 
be  appfirent  that  suih  taxation  should 
take  place,  and  the  difhculty  is  to  find 
the  true  principle.  Now,  as  the  law  at 
present  stands  it  is  very  defective.  If 
an  estate  not  belonging  to  the  testator 
passes  to  one  son  on  his  death,  and 
another  estate  to  another  son,  there  is 
aggregation.  It  may  l>e  a  very  small 
estate  or  a  yery  big  estate,  and  that  may 
be  a  real  injustice :  liecause  the  duty  is 
not,  as  is  generally  the  case  with  the 
t«stator*a  property,  t^iken  out  of  the  bulk 
of  the  testator'^  property  Wforc  it  passes 
to  the  beneficiary  ;  the  whole  hurden  in 
that  case  may  fall  upon  f»ne  very  ill  a1>le 
to  bear  it.  Take  another  instance. 
Property  pasaes  on  a  testator's  death  to 
his  brother,  part  of  it  under  the  testator's 
own  will,  and  part  of  it  under  an  outside 
tiettlement,  There  i^  no  aggregation. 
Th\y-  «^a«*'  if'  flfi  wrong  as  the  other  jp 
trnjuf<t.  Vt*t  MMili  uribC*  ui'drr  the  law 
of  tbe  ijxisting  Act.  The  amend- 
ment of   the  noble  Lord  ha«  much   to 


be  ready  equally  to  p*u"e  off  all  the  uiirjor 
injustices — sometimes,  I  admit,  galling— 
arising  from  the  application  which  his 
been  ma^le  of  a  novel  principle  in  an  Act 
which  is  without  exai't  precedent. 

Lord  ALWYKE  COMPTON  :  In 
moving  the  clause  I  had  no  intet»tion  i4 
going  hehiufl  the  Act.  I  am  perfectlj 
confident  that  the  more  the  matter  n 
scrutinised  the  more  clearly  will  it  k* 
estalilished  that  there  is  an  injtistice,  and 
as  an  inquiry  has  been  promised  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  I  beg  m 
withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Motion  and  clause,  by  leave,  withdrawn, 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  At  the 
present  time,  as  hon.  Memhers  are  no 
doubt  aware,  the  principle  of  the  Act  is 
that  the  first  duty  shall  be  charged  upon 
the  princifial  vidue,  but  in  the  ciise  of 
agricultural  property  there  is  a  special 
proviso  which  provides  that  the  priiicipnl 
value  shall  not  exceed  25  times  xhv 
annual  value  as  assessed.  The  annuil 
value  is  arrived  at  by  a  sev  ere  process  of 
deduction.  There  are  deductions  for 
tithes,  insurance,  rates,  management,  and 
rents — in  fact,  for  every  coneeiva)»Ic 
charge  on  land;  and  the  absolutely  imp- 
ducible  mininuun  which  is  left,  multiplied 
by  25,  is  the  princiiml  value  to  be  taxed* 
That  proviso  was  intnduced  by  the  Krst 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  the  intention  nH 
the  proviso  being  clearly  shftwn  by  the 
following  short  extract  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  speech  : 

"The  nuiin  fitqerl  of  my  Auiendnicnt  i^  t« 
secure  that  tht»  owners  of  agricultural  land* 
which  is  practically,  or  veiy  nearly,  unsalciable, 
shall  pny  upon  the'value  which  mich  land  will 
ieU'h  in  the  open  market.  Of  course  I  admit 
that  2o  years*'  purchase  ib  prohably  far  too  j 
nuich  for'a  great  deal  of  tbe  Agricultural  *  * 
of  tliH  country.'* 

There  are  three  ways  of  dealing  with 
this  tjucstiom     You  may  otthcr  remor^} 
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the  provisrj  and  leave  agiicuUunil  land  to  .  duty  is  only  paid  oji  £1  GO, 000,     Tboii.  if 


be?  trcatetl  on  it.s  real  priijcipiil  \aliK',  «>r  you 
may  eay — ni\d  I  think  this  is  the  methcHi 
to  which  I  should  give  preference — that 
twenty-five  years,  instead  of  bein^  the 
maximum,  shoidd  be  the  nuntmnm.  Then 
there  is  the  third   methiMl,  which  I   now 


the  net  i-ental uf  £<),:3l 6  is  multipHed  hy  25, 
it  gives  XI  57,000.  There  again  there 
is  a  very  VrUit  difference  Imtween  the  iiiim 
on  which  duty  is  paid  an»l  the  actud 
price  of  the  estate.  I  think  it  is  right 
that  agrieoliural  land  ?ihonld  have  these 
propi^se  to  the  Hoiifte,  and  that  i:^,  to  extend  advantagcff,  Imt  I  h*»Id  also  that  other 
to  otlier  land  beside  agricidtnrai  land  the  classes  of  land  should  have  the  same 
advantages  given  to  that  pirticular  land,  ail  vantages.  I  have  never  ceased  in  my 
I    do   not  think  it  right    that   an  estate    opposition,  not  to  the  death  duties,  for  I 


whieh  brings  in  net  X1,0G0  a  year  shoidd 
ordy  pay  on  £25,000  value.  Would  a 
gentleman  who  has  an  estate  worth 
j£  1,000  a  year  be  prepared  to 
take  £25,000  for  it  I  I  doubt 
verv  much  whether  he  would  take 
£40,000  or  £50,000  ;  and  if  there  were 
special  advantages  attaching  to  it  he 
might  i\sk  £60,000,  £70,000,  £80,000,  or 
even  £90,000.  I  thereft>rc  think 
t-here    is 

maXe  given  to  agricultural  land, 
which  I  think  shomd  l>o  extended 
to  other  land.  Take  an  example. 
Two  very  interesting  Returns  have 
been  presented  to  the  House  with 
reganl  to  the  purchfise  of  land  by  the 
War  Othce  on  Salisbury  Plain.     They  are 


regard  them  as  an  excellent  form  of 
taxation,  but  to  the  false  principle  and 
the  exaggerated  rates  of  liuty  imposed 
hy  the  Finance  Act  of  1894.  *But  if  the 
principle  of  the  Act  is  to  remain,  if  the 
rates  of  the  duty  under  it  are  to  l>e 
charged,  then  let  us  all  be  tarred  with 
the  same  bnish  as  reganls  personal  pro- 
perty, agricultural  property,  and  urban 
landed  property.  The  reason  is  that  I 
a  speciall}^  favourable  csti-  j  know  perfectly  well  that  if  I  get  every- 
body t4irred  with  the  same  Imish 
thev  will  be  more  ready  to  join 
witli  me  in  securing  Amendments. 
My  difficulty  always  has  lH?en  to  get  the 
assent  of  the  coiuitry  gentlemen  to  the 
improvement  of  this  Act.  They  will  not 
assist    me    because    thev    are    taxeti   bo 


not  absniut-ely  correct^neither  gross  nor  '  lightly  under  this  25  years'  arrangenjent 


t 
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let  rental  is  ciHTcct.  \\*s  have  heard  to- 
I  lay  from  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  that  the  gross  rentals  are  not 
ei»rreet  bec-JLUsu  the  famiers  are  claiming 
the  deductions  which  they  have 
hwl  for  yeai-s,  part  ni  which  are 
not  inchnled.  Therefiue  any  de- 
duction I  draw  from  the  Returns 
would  Iw  rather  less  favourable  than  they 
appear.  I  only  pp»{)ose  to  draw  one 
moral  from  the  figures,  ar»d  that  is,  that 
the  grcjss  rental  is  admittedly  higher 
than  the  rental  the  farmers  have  piid. 
The  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue 
tell  us  that  the  average  number  of 
years'  purchiise  on  which  they  have 
Ix^en  getting  duty  on  the  gross  annual 
value  is,  in  the  case  of  tigricultural 
property,  between  1 6  and  17;  in  the  eaae 
of  house  property— !>.,  h^asehold,  no 
doubt — between  15  anrl  16  \  and  in  the 
earn  of  groimd  rents  about  27,  so  that 
there  is  an  enormous  difTerenee. 
The  gros^  renUHl  in  the  return 
le  X9,i29»  and  if  we  multiply  it  by 
17  it  will  give  the  value  of  the  whole 
property  at  about  £160,000.  The  War 
Officii  pjtid  £i76,00U  for  it,  anfl  th«-refore 
it  eon»es   to  tins,   that   while  the   celling 


price  in  tli«  ruiirk«)t  is  4J17G«C00,  mUAe  I  pn^vi^ul  iu  wurfeini;,' 


but  if  I  can  get  all  the  duty  put  tip  to  the 
same  rate,  then  I  think  they  will  not  be 
able  t*»  wrap  themselves  in  their  mantle  of 
2")  years  and  hold  themselves  disinterested. 
It  is  a  very  great  advantage  when  w^o 
wish  to  have  a  bad  law  repeated  to  put  it 
itj  force  jtfi  far  r\s  possible,  and  it  is  on  that 
principle  that  I  should  like  to  sec  a  bad 
law  made  a  little  more  harsh  where  it 
presses  least.  The  Amendment  which  1 
propose  to  move  would  extend  to  other 
[and  the  provisions  which  now  apply  to 
agricultural  land.  I  can  hardly  expect 
its  rearly  acceptance  by  my  right  hon, 
friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  . 
In  facl,  I  rather  expect  his  opjxjsition, 
because  he  told  the  House  he  meant  to 
resist  whatever  I  propose  in  reference  to 
the  death  duties. 

*SiR  M  HICKS  BEACH:  No,  no  I 

Mr.    GIBSON    BOWLES  :    Let    mo 
quote  my  right  hon.  friend's  wordB : 

'*  I  hav  ©  reeiiit-ed  the  insidious  proposal  of  the 
hon.  Mum  her  for  King's  Lynn,  antl,  whatever 
he  ^iVf*,  I  shall  continue  to  reMst  hiin,  l>i;*mii»« 
1  know  thut  hif*  oltject  is  to  ilo^tfoy  thr  .\r{, 
leuionw^telv,  hut  hy  eva^iionH  which  ^}\\ 
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I  have  never  suggested  evasions,  but 
I  have  proposed  Amendments.  My  right 
hon.  friend  says  he  will  always  resist  my 
proposals,  but  he  accepted  half  a  dozen  of 
them  in  the  Act  of  1896,  although  he 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  inform  the 
House  that  they  were  my  suggestions.  I 
do  not  expect  that  my  present  proposal 
will  be  accepted,  but  I  put  it  forwaixi  for 
consideration,  and  the  reasons  I  have  given 
in  support  of  it  are  not  without  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  cogency. 

New  Clause  (extension  of  special 
method  of  valuation  of  agricultural  pro- 
perty to  other  landed  property) — (Mr. 
Gibson  Bowks) — brought  up,  and  read  the 
first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 
"  That  the  Clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  The  hon. 
Member's  speech  is  a  singular  argument 
in  favour  of  the  proposal  he  h«is 
made  to  the  House.  He  started  with  the 
assumption  that  agricultural  land  had  an 
unfair  advantage  in  taxation  by  the 
proviso  in  the  E'inance  Act.  The  hon. 
Member's  original  proposal  on  the  Paper 
was  that  instead  of  25  years  being  the 
maximum,  it  should  bo  the  minimum  at 
which  agricultiu'al.  land  should  be  valued. 
What  he  really  desires  is  to  increase  the 
number  of  years'  purchase  at  which 
agricultural  land  is  assessed  for  the 
purpose  of  the  death  duties,  and  his  argu- 
ment tended  in  that  direction  because  he 
based  it  on  the  price  given  by  the 
War  Office  for  the  land  recently  pur- 
chased on  Salisbury  Plain  for  manoeu\Ting 
purposes.  When  land  is  purchased  under 
compulsory  powers  by  a  Government 
Department  from  owners  who  do  not  wish 
to  sell,  it  is  not  likely  that  it  will  be  ob- 
tained at  a  low  value.  It  would  be  a])surd 
to  assess  for  taxation  the  land  generally 
throughout  the  country  on  such  a  basis. 
The  hon.  Member  says  he  thinks  the  law 
as  it  stands  is  inequitable.  What  did  he 
say  when  this  very  proviso  was  under 
discussion?  He  said  it  was  a  con- 
cession on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  he  went  on  to  point  out  that 
the  Government  had  driven  rather 
a  hard  bargain,  as  the  number  of  years' 
purchase  of  agricultural  land  was  taken  at 
25  as  a  maximum,  but  that  so  high  a 
figure  had  never  been  taken  up  to  the 
present  in  regard  to  agricultural  land. 
Therefore  the  hon.  Member  at  the  time 
Jfr,  G.  Bowles, 


did  not  think  it  unfair  or  inequitable  to 
assess  agricultural  land  more  lightly  than 
any  other  class  of  land  or  property,  Now 
he  desires,  by  his  proposal,  not  to  increase 
:  the  rate  at  which  agricultural  land  may 
be  assessed,  but  to  extend  a  low  rate 
of  assessment  to  other  classes  of 
realty.  In  the  first  place,  I  would 
say,  in  regard  to  house  property,  that 
there  is  absolutely  no  reason  for  the 
proposal.  House  property  must  neces- 
sarily be  subject  to  very  large  deductions 
for  repairs  in  assessing  its  annual  value 
for  the  purpose  of  death  duties  or 
anything  else.  I  find  that  the  highest 
average  number  of  years'  purchase 
at  which  house  property  has  been  valued 
in  the  coui*se  of  the  last  five  years  for 
death  duty  is  a  little  over  eighteen 
years  on  the  net  value,  which  is  lower 
than  the  average  on  agricultural  land, 
so  that  if  the  proviso  of  the  hon.  Member 
were  applied  to  house  property  it  would 
have  no  practical  eff"ect,  while  it  would 
draw  a  most  invidious  distinction  between 
freehold  and  leasehold  house  property, 
and  I  think  he  will  see  that  himseLf. 
But  when  we  come  to  another  head  of 
realty,  viz.,  ground  rents,  I  must  venture 
to  say  that  this  proviso  would  be  entirely 
inapplicable.  Ground  rents  are  not  too 
heavily  taxed,  in  my  opinion — I  have 
never  thought  otherwise — for  death  duty 
purposes,  for  the  simple  reason  that  they 
are  not  liable  to  the  kind  of  deductions 
to  which  the  ordinary  ownership  of 
real  property,  such  as  houses  and  agri- 
cultural laTid,  is  liable.  I  hope  I  have 
said  enough  to  convince  the  House  that 
the  proposal  of  my  hon.  friend  is  un- 
necessary and  impracticable. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet) :  My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
King's  Lynn,  on  questions  of  this  nature, 
is  regarded  as  a  very  competent  authority, 
and  I  could  hardly  believe  my  eyes  when 
I  read  the  suggestions  in  his  first  clause. 
I  need  hardly  assure  him  that  I  would 
rather  endeavour  to  forget  what  is  past, 
and  to  believe  that  he  placed  his  clause  on 
the  paper  simply  for  the  purpose  of 
illustration.  My  hon.  friend  talks  about 
an  irreducible  minimum  in  connection 
with  the  value  of  agricultural  landed  pro- 
perty. If  my  hon.  friend  had  any  prac- 
tical experience  he  would  know  differently. 
We  all  find  that  what  we  thought  was  an 
irreducible  minimum  last  year  is 
from      vaiious      causes      still      further 
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reduced  this  year.  Then,  my  hon.  friend 
makes  no  distinction  between  the  case 
of  an  estate  determined  in  accordance 
with  an  Act  of  Parliament  depriving 
owners  of  their  land  without  their  consent 
and  that  of  land  disposed  of  in  the  open 
market.  I  am  sorry  my  hion.  friend  has  so 
far  fallen  away  from  his  sphere  of  useful- 
ness, and  I  am  sorry  also  to  take  exception 
to  another  line  of  argument  he  employed. 
He  talked  of  the  death  duties  as  a  very 
sound  source  of  Revenue,  subject  to  the 
restrictions  which  he  himself  would  plac« 
upon  them.  I  think  they  are  a  very  ob- 
jectionable means  of  raising  Revenue,  and  I 
have  always  held  that  xnew.  My  hon. 
friend's  authority  is  high — I  say  it  in 
no  sarcastic  spirit — no  one  knows  the 
system  and  principles  of  taxation  better 
than  ho  does,  but  he  has  not  added 
to  his  authority  by  that  statement. 
I  have  no  objection  to  relief  being  given 
to  the  taxpayer  if  it  be  put  forward  on  a 
fair  and  thorough  basis,  but  I  do  not 
understand  when  my  hon.  friend  pro- 
poses his  clause  that  that  is  his  intention. 
I  think  it  will  have  the  effect  of  weak- 
ening the  slight  concession  made  to 
agricultural  land,  and  I  hope  on  this 
ground  that  ho  will  not  press  the  matter. 


Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton^  : 
I  understand,  from  what  fell  from  the 
hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn,  that  cer- 
tain lands  have  been  sold  to  the  War 
Office  on  Salisbury  Plain,  and  that  this 
land  would  amount,  roughly  speaking,  to 
£150,000.  These  lands,  I  understand, 
have  been  sold  for  something  like 
£400,000.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer says  we  must  take  into  con- 
sideration the  fact  that  something  was 
paid  for  disturlxince.  I  believe  10 
per  cent,  was  paid  for  disturbance, 
and  that  would  be  in  all  £165,000. 
Consequently  the  landowners  are 
gaining  too  great  an  advantage  from 
the  present  state  of  the  death  duties. 
Admitting  that  they  have  been  sold 
at  a  fair  price,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  landowners  at  the  present  moment 
only  pay  between  one-third  and  one-half 
of  what  other  persons  with  money  have 
to  pay  for  death  duties.  If  that  is  so,  I 
can  only  say  that  landowners  gain  an 
undue  advantage  as  against  personal  pro- 
perty, and  the  sooner  that  state  of  things 
is  altered  the  better  it  will  be  for  the 
community. 


Motion  and  clause,  by  leave,  with- 
drawn. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  new  Clause  3 
(inserted  in  Committee),  line  6,  after  the 
word  "  enumerated,"  to  insert  the  words 
"  and  tested." — (Mr,  Chancelhr  of  iJie  Ex- 
cJiequer.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  lough  (Islingtori,  W.) :  I  desire 
to  point  out  that  we  have  not  seen  these 
clauses  before,  and  we  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  the  changes  proposed  in  the 
Finance  Bill  which  we  are  considering. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  now  pro- 
posing an  Amendment  which  we  have 
never  seen  before.  I  venture  to  say  that 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  give  the 
matter  consideration  he  will  come  ,to  the 
conclusion  that  we  ought  to  have  the  Bill 
printed  as  it  now  stands,  and  let  us  see  it 
in  its  new  form  before  he  asks  us  to 
proceed  with  it. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  I  omitted 
in  the  first  instance  to  move  that  the  Bill 
should  bo  reprinted,  and  afterwards  I 
forgot  the  matter ;  but  this  clause  which 
I  desire  to  amend  is  the  clause  imposing 
the  duty  on  bottled  spirits.  I  should  be 
very  happy  to  read  it. 

Mr.  LOUGH :  We  cannot  take  it  in 
like  that,  because  we  have  not  measured 
carefully  the  effect  of  this  Amendment. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has,  I  dare  say, 
explained  very  fully  the  meaning  of  tlus 
Amendment.  At  the  same  time  I  must 
appeal  not  only  to  his  sense  of  fairness, 
but  also  to  his  recollection  of  the  ordinary 
proceedings  of  the  House,  whether  it  is 
not  an  extraordinary  thing  to  ask  us  to 
discuss  this  Finance  Bill  without  having 
had  the  Bill  reprinted  with  the  Amend- 
ments inserted  in  it  in  Committee.  I 
venture  to  say  that  a  first-class  Bill  of  this 
kind  should  have  been  reprinted,  because 
the  Bill  was  very  substantially  amended 
in  Committee.  There  were  great  changes 
made  in  the  rates  chargeable  on  wines  and 
spirits,  and  there  was  a  long  Amendment 
inserted  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Stafford- 
shire. I  notice  on  the  Paper  that  there  is 
a  series  of  important  Amendments  by  the 
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right  lion.  Gentleman,  and  I  think  he  will 
readily  see  what  sort  of  position  we  are 
in.  Surely  wo  ought  to  have  the  Bill 
before  us  after  going  through  Committee, 
as  it  issued  from  that  stage,  before  we  are 
invited  to  consider  any  further  Amend- 
ments upon  it.  I  do  dot  think  it  would 
be  unreasonable  to  adjourn  the  considera- 
tion of  this  Kill  until  Thursday,  in  order 
that  we  might  have  the  Bill  reprinted. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanark,  Mid.) :  In 
order  to  give  effect  to  the  contention  put 
for\^*ard  I  will  move  "that  the  considera- 
tion of  this  Bill  be  postponed."  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  knows  perfectly 
well  that  the  Bill  will  pass  on  Thursday 
if  it  is  taken  up  then,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  must  admit  the  reasonable- 
ness of  the  claim  for  delay. 

Sir  H.  H.  FOWLER  (Wolverhampton, 
E.) :  I  beg  leave  to  second  the  adjourn- 
ment, and  1  appeal  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  accept  it,  because  other- 
wise a  very  dangerous  precedent  may 
be  set.  The  House  has  very  strict 
rules  in  reference  to  financial  matters, 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  I  am 
sure,  would  not  like  to  weaken  our  control 
in  regard  to  financial  legislation.  A  great 
many  important  changes,  and  certainly  a 
very  important  new  clause,  wjis  introduced, 
which  I  did  not  quite  understand,  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Staffordshire.  We 
have  not  seen  the  Bill  printed  in  its 
amended  form,  and  we  have  not  had  an 
opportunity  of  putting  down  any  Amend- 
ment. As  a  matter  of  principle,  as  well 
as  propriety,  I  appeal  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  postpone  the  Bill.  The 
London  Government  Bill  is  the  next 
order,  and  we  can  get  on  with  that.  We 
will  give  every  fiicility  for  the  passing  of 
this  Bill,  but  I  think  we  ought  to  maintain 
the  absolute  freedom  of  the  House  in 
dealing  with  financial  matters. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH :  I  reaUy 
think  that  I  have  some  grounds  of 
complaint,  for,  although  I  assumed  that 
the  Bill  would  be  reprinted,  no  notice 
was  given  me  that  objection  would  be 
taken  to  proceeding  with  the  Bill  because 
it  has  not  been  reprinted.  If  this  matter 
had  been  mentioned  to  me  yesterday 


I      *Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  There  have 

not  ])ecn  such  important  changes  in  the 

I  Bill    as    hon.    Members   seem   to   think, 

;  although  some  changes  were  made  in  the 

wine  and  spirit  duties.     However,  I  do 

i  not   wish    to   force   the   matter   on    the 

,  House,    and    as   the   Bill   has   not   been 

I  printed  I  will  consent  to  the  debate  being 

adjourned. ' 

Debate  adjourned  till  Thursday. 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  printed.      [Bill 

227.] 

LONDON  GOVERNMENT  BILL. 

As  amended,  considered. 

Mr.  moon  (St.  Pancras,  N.) :  I  think 
that  the  attitude  of  those  who  have 
oft-times  the  control  of  public  records  is 
hardly  so  sympathetic  as  it  should  be,  and 
they  do  not  take  that  care  and  interest  in 
them  which  they  should.  I  think,  there- 
fore, that  the  Amendment  I  have  on  the 
Paper  is  necessary,  especially  the  last 
portion  empowering  new  borough  councils 

j  to  spend  money  in  the  proper  registration 

I  of  their  records. 

i 

I  *Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
!  hon.  Member  cannot  move  the  last  por- 
I  tion,  as  it  clearly  involves  a  charge  upon 
I  the  rates. 

Mr.  moon  :  Then  I  beg  to  move  the 
first  portion  of  the  clause  down  to  the 
word  "  for  their  preservation." 

New  clause — 

"  No  person  shall  Le  eliphle  as  l)oroiigh 
councillor  wlio  holds  any  office  the  salary  of 
which  is  j)aid  either  wliollv  or  partly  out  of 

'  funds  provi<led  either  directly  or  indirectly  out 
of  the  rates  or  out  of  the  countv  fund.  It  shall 
he  the  duty  of  every  new  torougli  council 
formed  under  this  Act  by  the  incorporation  of 
a  single  jiarinh  to  take  eficctual  measures  for 
the  care  and  preservation  of  all  vestry  minutes, 
rate  books,  valuation  books,  maim,  and  all  other 
records  belonging  to  the  civil  parish,  and  in 
cases  when  a  new  borough  council  is  formed  by 
the  incorporation  of  several  parishes  or  district 
boards,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  new  bonm^h 
council  to  collect  the  records  belonging  to  the 
said  parishes  and  district  boards,  and  to  take 
measures  for  their  preservation.  And  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  new  borough  council  to 
expend  money  out  of  the  rates  fur  the  prepara- 

I  tion  and  printing  of  inventories  and  calendars 
of  such  documents  which  may  be  <leemod  to  lie 
of  historio.il  <»r  i)ublic  interest/'-    (Mr.  Moon.) 


Sir  H,  GAMPBELL-BANNEKMAN: 
But  we  did  not  know  until  this  niornijig.   i  l)ro\\ght  up,  i^nd  r^ad  the  first  time 
CamjjbeUrJiannerman,  I 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 
*'  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time."      , 

The  first  LOKD  of  the, 
TREASURY  (Mr  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- ' 
Chester  E.)  :  I  am  in  hearty  sympathy 
with  my  hon.  friend.  I  think  indeed,  | 
a  question  has  already  been  put  to  me  ; 
in  the  House  on  the  general  subject, 
and  that  I  have  given  a  specific  answer. 
1  do  not  think  it  would  be  desirable  to 
attempt  to  deal  \nth  the  preserva- 
tion of  ancient  records  in  a  clause  of 
this  kind,  simply  in  reference  to  the 
case  of  London,  and  not  in  reference 
to  the  country  at  large.  I  think  it  is  true 
that  all  over  the  country  we  have  a  very 
imperfect  record  of  historic  documents, 
and  probably  the  people  who  are  day  by 
day  in  occupation  of  their  office  do  not 
devote  that  attention  and  money  that  is 
required  in  order  to  keep  in  oi*der  valu- 
able and  historic  documents  which  throw 
a  very  useful  light  upon  the  past.  I  do 
not  think  that  anything  will  ))e  gained 
for  the  object  which  my  friend  has  in 
view  by  iwlopting  even  only  the  words  he  : 
is  allowed  to  move.  He  cannot  move  the 
latter  part  of  his  proposed  Amendment 
because  that  would  be  out  of  order,  and 
with  reganl  to  the  other  jK)rtion  I  think 
the  whole  matter  is  amply  safeguarded  by 
present  legislation.  The  whole  subject  is 
at  present  under  investigation,  and  a 
Report  will  shortly  be  represented  upon 
which  practical  steps  will,  probably,  be 
taken;  applying  to  the  whole  of  the 
country. 

Mr.    BRYCE    (Aberdeen,    S.) :    After 
the  observatiijn  miide  by  the  right  hon.  I 
Gentleman  I  do  not  propose  to  support  j 
the    Amendment.     I    hear    with     great  j 
pleasure  the  assurance  of  the  right  hon.  . 
Gentleman,  and,   as  he  realises   the   im- 
portance   of    the    matter    and    is    only  > 
deterred  from  dealing  with  it  by  the  fact ' 
that   it   should    be    dealt    with   compre- 1 
hensively,     I  hope  that  when  he  does  deal  i 
with    the   matter,  having   reganl   to  the  j 
great    importance    of    the    question,    he 
will  precede  any  step  which  he  intends  to 
take  by  having  a  systematic  inquiry. 

Mr.  moon  ;  I  beg  leave  to  withdraw 
the  clause. 


Motion 
tUawu. 


and    clause,    by  leave,    with- 


Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.) :  The  ol)ject  of  the  Amendment 
I  have  placed  upon  the  Paper  is  to  provide 
an  easy,  expeditious  and  cheap  method 
of  dealing  with  any  questions  of  law 
that  may  arise  with  reference  to  this  Bill. 
The  proposed  clause  is  merely  a  re- 
production of  Clause  8,  which  was  put 
into  the  Local  Government  Acts  of  1888 
and  1894.  In  both  cases,  but  especially 
as  regards  the  Act  of  1888,  that  clause 
has  been  largely  availed  of  and  hiis  been 
found  very  useful.  I  do  not  think  any- 
one can  o))ject  to  the  clause,  because  it 
does  not  make  this  mode  of  raising  a 
question  exclusive,  but  merely  provides 
that  it  shall  be  raised  in  accordance  with 
the  precedent  I  have  referred  to.  I  beg 
to  move  the  clause. 

New  clause — 

"  If  any  question  arises,  or  is  alH)ut  to  arise, 
as  to  whether  any  i)o\ver,  duty,  or  liability  is 
or  is  not  transferred  by  or  inider  this  Act  to 
the  council  of  any  nietrojiolitan  borough,  or 
any  property  is  or  is  not  vested  in  any  such 
council,  that  (luestion,  without  prejutl'ice  to 
any  other  luoae  of  trying  it,  may,  on  the 
application  of  the  council,  l)e  subn'iitt^d  for 
decision  to  the  High  Court  in  such  summary 
manner  as,  subject  to  any  rules  of  Court,  may 
be  directe^i  by  tlie  Court ;  and  the  Court,  aft^ir 
hearing  such  parties  and  taking  such  evidence 
(if  any)  as  it  thinks  just,  shall  decide  the 
question. '-  -(Mr,  Pi.'kcrsgill. ) 

brought  up  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  the  clause  bo  now  read  a  second 
time." 

The  solicitor  -  GENERAL  (Sir 
R.  B.  P'iNLAY,  Inverness  Burghs) :  I 
doubt  whether  this  clause  will  be  as 
necessary  as  the  one  in  the  Acts  of  1888 
and  1894  ;  at  the  same  time  I  have  no 
objection  to  it  whatever. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  read  the  first  and  second  time, 
and  added. 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  The  Amendment 
I  now  propose  is  a  drafting  Amendment, 
and  at  the  same  time  rests  upon  the 
principle  which  I  understood  the  House 
and  Committee  adopted,  namely,  that  tlie 
whole  of  the  county  outside  the  City  is  to 
be  comprised  in  the  Schedule  of  the  Bill. 
That  being  so,  the  wording  of  the  section 
is  not  very  applicable  to  the  case,  and  this 
Amendment  i«  merely  to  piaHe  it  applig^ 
able, 
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I  liave  never  suggested  evjisioris,  but 
I  ha\  c  proposed  Aniendments.  My  right 
hon.  friend  my  a  he  will  always  resist  my 
proposals,  Init  he  accepted  half  a  dozen  of 
them  in  the  Act  of  1896,  although  he 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  inform  the 
House  that  they  were  my  suggestiotia.  1 1 
do  n«*t  expect  that  my  present  proposal 
will  he  accepted,  but  I  put  it  forwai^l  for 
consideration,  and  the  reasons  I  have  given 
in  support  of  it  are  not  without  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  cogency. 

New  Clause  {extension  of  special 
methwl  of  valuatifni  of  agricultural  pro- 
perty to  other  landed  property) — {Mr. 
Gibson  Bmvlcsj—hrfAight  up,  and  read  the 
first  time. 

Motion  matle,  and  Question  propjsed— 
"  Tlmi  the  Clause  l>e  rend  a  second  time." 

♦Sir  M.  IITCKB  BEACH:  The  hon. 
Member's  speech  is  a  singidar  argument 
in  favour  of  the  proposal  he  has 
matle  to  the  House.  He  started  with  the 
assumption  that  agricultural  land  had  an 
unfair  iid vantage  in  taxation  by  the 
proviso  in  the  Finance  Act.  The  hou. 
Momher^s  original  proposal  on  the  Paper 
w;is  that  instead  of  25  years  being  the 
maximum,  it  should  be  the  rainimura  at 
which  agricultiu*al  land  should  l>o  vahied. 
Wliat  he  really  desires  is  to  increase  the 
number  of  years'  purchase  at  M^hich 
agricultural  liuni  is  assessed  for  the 
purpose  of  the  death  duties,  and  his  argu- 
ment tended  in  that  direction  because  he 
based  it  on  the  price  given  by  the 
War  OHice  for  tlie  land  recently  pur- 
chased on  Salisbury  Plain  for  manoeuvring 
purposes.  A\^en  land  is  purelnused  under 
compulsory  powers  by  a  Goverrmient 
Department  from  owners  who  do  not  wish 
to  sell,  it  is  not  likely  that  it  will  be  ol>- 
tained  at  a  low  value.  It  wonlil  be  al>sun1 
to  aasess  for  taxation  t!ie  larid  generally 
throughout  the  country  on  such  a  Iwlsts. 
The  bon.  Member  says  he  thinks  the  law 
as  it  stands  is  inequitable.  What  dirl  he 
say  when  this  very  proviso  wan  under 
discussion  ?  He  said  it  Wiis  a  con- 
cossitiu  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  he  went  on  to  point  out  that 
the  Govenmient  had  driven  rather 
a  hartl  bargain,  as  the  number  of  years' 
purchase  of  agricukund  land  was  taken  at 
25  as  a  maxiimnn,  lait  that  so  high  a 
figure  had  never  been  taken  up  to  the 
present  in  regaixl  to  agrieultund  iand. 
Therefore  the  hon.  Member  at  the  time 

Mr,  G.  Bi/wles, 


did  not  think  it  unfair  or  inequitable  le 
assess  agriculinral  land  moro  lighlh^  thin 
any  other  class  of  land  or  propeity,     Nc 
he  desires,  by  his  proposal,  not  to  iner 
the  rate  at  which  agricultural   land  uukfi 
be   assessed,  but  to  extend    a    low   rsit4| 
of      assessment     to     other     clasps 
realty*       In    the    first    place,     I    would'] 
say,    in   regard   to   hmim  property,  th*i| 
there   is   absolutely   no    reason    for  the! 
proposid.      House   property   must    nece*-' 
sarily  1)0  sulijeet  to  very  large  dcMilucnons 
for  repairs  in   assessing  its  annual  v^lue 
for     the     purpose    of    fleath    dutiesi    <jr 
anything  else.      I  find  that   the   higboit 
average      nuniber     of     ycArs'     purcluiso 
at  which  house  property  has  lieeii  valued 
in   the  eotirse  of  the  last  five  years  fnr  * 
ileath    duty    is    a   little   over    eightfien 
years  on  the  net  value,  which  is  law«r  ' 
than  the  average  on    agn cultural    land, 
so  that  if  the  proviso  of  the  hon.  Member 
were  applied  to  house  property  it  would 
have  no  pnietical  eft'eet,  while  it   would 
draw  a  most  invidious  distinction  between 
freehold    and  leasehold  house    property. 
and   I    think   he   will   sec    that  himseUt 
But   when  we  come  to  aruither  head  of 
realty,  viz.,  ground  rents,  T  must  venture 
to  say  that  this  prtiviso  would  be  entirely 
inapplicable.     Ground  rents  are  not  too 
heavily   taxed,   in  my  opinion — I    have 
never  thought  other\^nse — for  ileath  dutf 
purposes,  for  the  simple  reason  that  they 
are  not  h*able  to  tlie  kind  of  deductioni 
to    which    the    ordinary    ownership    d 
real    property,  sTich   as  houses  and  iigri- 
cultural  land,  is  liable.       I   hof)e  I   have 
said  enough  to  convince  the  House  that 
the   proposal  of  my   hon.  friend   is  ud- 
necessary  and  impracticable. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet) :  My  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
King's  Lynn,  on  questions  of  this  nature, 
is  regarded  as  a  very  competent  authority, 
and  I  could  hardly  believe  my  eyes  when 
I  read  the  suggestions  in  his  first  elauae. 
I  need  haitUy  assure  him  that  I  would 
rather  endeavour  to  forget  what  is  past, 
and  to  believe  that  he  placed  his  clause  on 
the  paper  simply  for  the  purpo.se  of 
illustration.  My  hon.  friend  talks  about 
an  irreducible  minimum  in  connection 
-with  the  value  of  agricultural  landed  pro- 
perty. If  my  hon.  friend  hafl  any  prac- 
tical exficrience  he  would  know  differently. 
We  all  find  that  what  we  thought  was  an 
irreducible  mijumum  last  ycm'  is 
from      various      causes      still      further 
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fieductxl  this  year.  Then,  my  hon.  friend 
IWikfi*  no  distinction  hot  ween  the  e^iso 
of  an  e«tJitc  detorniined  in  accordance 
with  an  Act  of  Parliament  depriving 
owners  of  their  land  without  their  consent 
and  that  of  land  disposed  of  in  the  open 
market.  I  am  w  trry  my  hon.  friend  has  so 
far  falJen  away  from  his  sphere  of  useful- 
ness, and  I  am  sorry  also  to  take  exception 
to  another  line  of  argument  he  employed. 
He  talked  of  the  death  duties  as  a  very 
sound  source  of  Revenue,  subject  to  the 
restrictions  which  he  himself  woukl  place 
upon  them.  I  think  they  are  a  very  olh 
jcctionahle  means  of  raising  Revenue,  and  I 
have  idways  held  that  view.  My  hon. 
friends  authority  is  high'- 1  say  it  in 
no  sitrcastic  spirit — no  rme  knows  the 
system  and  principles  of  taxati<.5n  better 
than  he  does,  but  he  has  not  added 
to  hia  authority  by  that  statement, 
I  have  no  objection  to  relief  being  given 
to  the  taxpayer  if  it  l>o  put  forward  on  a 
fair  and  thorough  basrs,  but  I  do  not 
understand   when   njy    hon.    friend    pro- 

r*8e8  his  clause  that  that  is  his  intention. 
think  it  will  have  the  effect  of  weak- 
ening the  slight  concession  made  to 
agricrdttmd  land,  an<t  I  hope  on  this 
>und  that  he  will  not  press  the  matter. 


Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton): 
I  understand,  from  what  fell  from  tne 
hon.  Member  for  King's  Lynn,  that  cer- 
tain lands  [»ave  been  sold  to  the  War 
Office  on  Salisbury  Plain,  and  that  this 
land  would  amount,  roughly  speaking,  to 
£150,000.  These  lands,  I  unden-^tand, 
have  been  s^iid  for  something  like 
£400,000.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer says  we  must  take  into  con- 
sideration the  fact  that  something  w^as 
paid  for  disturl»anee.  I  believe  10 
per  cent,  was  ptiid  for  diBturbanoe, 
and  that  would  1m^  in  all  £165,000. 
Consequently  the  landowners  are 
g»iijfiiiig  too  gitat  an  advantage  from 
toe  pre^^ent  state  of  the  death  duties. 
Admitting  that  ihey  have  been  sold 
at  a  fair  price,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  landowners  at  the  present  moment 
only  pay  l*€twecn  one-third  and  one-half 
of  what  other  persons  w*ith  money  have 
to  iHiy  for  death  duti<-'s.  If  thai  is  so,  I 
can  only  say  that  landow*ners  gain  an 
undue  a*l vantage  Jis  against  personal  pro- 
perty, and  the  sociner  that  state  of  things 
18  altered  the  better  it  will  be  for  the 
community. 


Motion  and  clause,  by  leave,  with- 
drawn. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  now  Clause  3 
(inserted  in  Committee),  lino  6,  after  the 
word  "enumerated,"  to  insert  the  words 
**  and  tested,"— (J/r.  CktnrHlor  of  the  Ex^ 
dicqutr, ) 

Question  proposed ~ 

"That  those  wordn  be  there  inserted. 

Mr,  lough  (Islington,  \\\):  I  desire 
U\  fK>int  <»iu  that  we  have  not  seen  these 
<']aU8cs  before,  and  we  do  not  know  any- 
thing alMJtit  the  changes  proposed  in  the 
PiTianeo  Bill  which  we  are  considering. 
The  right  hon.  (tentleman  is  now^  pro- 
posing an  Amendment  which  we  have 
never  seen  liefore.  I  venture  to  say  that 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  give  the 
matter  considemtion  he  will  come  to  the 
conclusioti  that  we  ought  to  have  the  Bill 
printed  as  it  now  stands,  and  let  us  see  it 
in  its  new  form  before  he  asks  us  to 
proceed  with  it. 

♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  I  omitted 
in  the  fit>it  in.Htance  to  m<n  e  that  the  Bill 
shoidd  lie  repiintefl,  and  afterwards  I 
forgot  the  matter:  but  this  clause  which 
1  desire  to  amend  is  the  clause  imposing 
the  duty  on  bottled  spirits.  I  should  he 
\'ery  happy  to  read  it* 

Mr.  lough  :  We  carujot  take  it  in 
like  that,  because  we  have  not  measured 
carefully  the  effect  of  this  Amendment, 

Sm  H,  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has,  I  chire  say, 
explained  very  fully  the  meaning  iif  this 
Amendment,  '  At  the  ftame  tinu^  I  must 
appeal  not  only  to  hie  sense  of  fairness, 
but  also  to  his  recollection  of  the  on li nary 
proceedings  of  the  House,  whether  it  is 
not  an  exti-aoitlinary  thing  to  iusk  us  to 
discuss  this  Finance  Bill  without  ha\dng 
had  the  Bill  iTprinU^l  with  the  Amend- 
ments insertetl  in  it  in  Committee.  I 
venture  to  say  that  a  fimt-chissBill  of  this 
kind  should  have  been  reprinted,  because 
the  Bill  wa-i  very  sulistantiaUy  amended 
in  Committee,  thrmt  wt^re  great  changes 
nuide  in  the  rate  si  chargeable  on  wines  mid 
spirits,  and  there  was  a  long  Amendment 
inserted  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Stafford- 
shire. I  notice  on  the  Taper  that  there  is 
a  series  of  imporU*"^  Ann  iidnients  by  the 


right  linn.  npiitlcTnan,  and  I  think  ht?  will 
reaclily  see  what  wnit  t>f  jHDsition  we  are 
in.  Surely  we  ought  tu  ha\e  the  Bill 
before  us  after  going  tliiough  Conimittec, 
as  it  issued  from  that  8tHge,  hefoie  we  «re 
invited  to  eonsider  any  further  Amend- 
ments upon  it.  r  do  dot  think  it  would 
Ik?  unrettsonahle  to  fifljonrn  the  considera- 
tion of  this  Bill  until  Thursday,  in  order 
that  we  might  have  the  Bill  reprinted.        i 

Mr,  CALDWEIJ.  (Lanark,   Mid.) :  In  ; 
onier  to  give  t-Meet  to  the  contention  put  , 
forward  1  will  move  *'  that  the  consifiera'  I 
tion  of  this*  Bill  be  postponed."  The  Chan-  | 
ctjllor  of  the  Exeheqiier  knows  pt^rfectly 
well  that  the  Bill  will  pass  cm   Thursday 
if  it  is  taken  up  then,  and  the  light  hon. 
Gentleman    ntust    admit    the  reawonahle- 
ness  of  the  claim  for  delay. 

Sir  H.  H.  F0WIJ:K  (Wolverhampton, 
E.)  ;  I  bee  leave  to  .seeori<l  the  afljourn- 
ment,  and  1  /Kppeai  to  the  Chaneellor  of 
the  Exchefjuer  to  accept  it,  liecause  other- 
wise a  very  dangerous  precedent  may 
be  8et.  The  House  has  very  strict 
rules  in  reference  to  financial  mattern, 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  lam 
8uri\  would  not  like  to  \ct»akcn  our  control 
in  regard  to  tinancial  iegislatioiK  A  great  \ 
many  important  changes,  and  certainly  a 
very  impuilant  new  clauHc,  wjis  introduced, 
which  1  did  not  fjuite  understand,  liy  the 
hun.  Member  fur  West  Stiifforflsh ire.  We 
have  not  seen  the  Hill  printed  in  its 
amended  foiTu,  and  we  have  not  had  an 
opportunity  of  putting  down  any  Amend- 
ment. As  a  matter  of  principle,  tis  well 
BB  pmpriety,  I  appeal  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  post|3<Hie  the  Bill,  The 
London  (Tovernment  Bill  is  the  next 
order,  and  we  can  get  on  with  that.  We 
will  give  every  fmility  for  the  pfusaing  of 
this  Bill,  Imt  I  think  we  ought  to  maintain 
the  al isolate  freedom  of  the  Ilou.se  in 
dealing  with  financial  matters. 

*SfR  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  I  really 
think  that  I  have  «ome  gi-ounds  of 
ctm^plaint,  for,  although  I  afisumed  that 
the  Bill  would  he  reprinted,  no  notice 
was  given  me  that  olrjection  would  be 
taken  to  proceeding  with  the  Bill  because 
it  has  not  been  reprinted.  If  this  matter 
had  been  mentioned  to  me  yesterday 

Sin  H.  CAMPBELL  BANNEUMAX: 

But  we  did  not  kn*iw  nnUl  tliih  rnorwipg, 

Sir  M*  CampbeU'Bann^nuin, 


*Sm  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  Ther«  Urt ' 

not  )»een  such  important  changes  in  fh* 
Bill  as  hon.  Membeis  «ccm  to  think» 
fdthough  some  changes  were  maile  in  the 
wijie  and  spirit  duties.  However.  I  do 
not  wish  to  force  the  matter  on  the 
House,  and  as  the  Bill  biiH  nut  l»e«»n 
printed  I  will  consent  to  ih"  'b*T»-ite  being 
adjourned.* 

Debate  adjourned  till  Thursdaj, 

BiU,  fis  amended,  to  be  printed.  fBill 
227.] 

LUNDUiN  GOVERNNTENT  BILL. 

As  amended,  considered, 

Mr.  moon  (St.  Pancras,  N.):  I  think 
that  the  attitude  of  tlioso  who  hiivo 
iift-timcs  the  conlrol  i>f  public  recoi^»  i* 
haixlly  so  symp;ilhetic  its  it  t^honld  Ik?,  and 
they  do  not  lake  that  care  and  inteix?«i  in 
them  which  they  should.  I  think,  th^re- 
fore,  that  the  Amendment  I  have  t»ri  the 
PajM?r  h  necessary,  especially  the  la«t 
|K>rtioit  emprtwering  new  bor-oti^jb  eounctU 
to  speial  money  in  the  proper  registratifHi 
id  their  records. 

^Mr.  SPKAKER:  Order,  onier!  TKd 
hon.  Meml*er  cannot  move  the  hi8t  por- 
tion, as  it  clearly  involves  a  charge  ujKjn 
the  rales. 

Mh.  moon  :  Then  I  beg  to  move  ihc 
first  portion  of  the  clause  down  \n  ih»* 
word  ''for  their  preservation/' 

New  dauae — 

*'  No  perwin  «jhiill  he  cHphle  as  horr»n(»h 
cotitieiMor  vvlit*  lioMs  any  omce  the  saliurj"  (if 
which  in  paiil  ttther  wtioHv  or  purtly  c^iVl  of 
furnis  proviiie<l  either  tUiertly  or  iiuliivrtly  ctiit 
of  the  ral'Ci^  or  nut  of  tlie  coiiutv  funij.  It  chilli 
h«  thij  <bity  nf  L*ver>'  nt'W  fifiriMi^li  council 
furini'rl  lUMh^r  thin  Art  ty  the  iTU'iirfKiraticiri  of 
Vk  f^iitgle  parish  to  take  cftVctmU  tneamireii  for 
thtt  ean^  uihI  pre5«er%'iition  of  all  vf**try*^  ininuteK. 
rate  Ixjoks,  vahmtion  ImioUh*  maiw,  and  all  oilier 
records  helun^n^  to  the  civil  parinh^  and  in 
rases  when  a  iwnv  l»t»roU);:h  caunoil  Is  forinetJ  liy 
the  iiKorporfttioTi  of  HPvt^ral  piirinhet*  or  tlistrict 
boiirdf*,  it  shiill  he  the  duty  of  the  new  lKirt»ugb 
council  to  collect  the  reoordfi  l>elon|?in^  t*i  the 
Rftid  pHriMJie**  nnd  di^rict  bonrfl-.  and  to  taU^ 
mea^iiies  Jot  their  preservation.  And  it  ^^hall 
be  lawful  for  any  new  borough  conneil  to 
expend  money  out'^of  the  rate^  i<t  "  im- 

tion  and  printing  of  inventories  u  im 

of  p»uch  chK*innent+*  which  may  Im  «. ,,  ,,*  l^g 

of  hiKtoneal  i*r  public  interest*  -  {Mr.  Afoam*\ 

hniught  Up,  And  rcarl  the  fir^t  tiu\p. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  propo«e<l^ 
**  That  the  HauBe  l>c  read  a  second  timo.*' 
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The       first      LOKD      of 


Mu.    PICRKKSdlLf.  (lii^fhiuil  (ireen, 

S.VV.):  The    oltject    of    ihe  AnH?iidmeiit 

I  have  placed  \\\mn  the  Papier  18  to  piovidii 

THK  '  '^'^  *^*^y»  expeditiuus  and  clicap   methcxi 


THKASUUY  (Mr  A.  J.  Balfoi  k,  Man- '  <\*   doaling   with    any   qiMKHtiojiB   of    la^^^^ 

that  may  an«e  with  refereTK'e  to  this  BiJL 
The  proposed  cl/iuse  is  merely  a  re- 
production of  Claunn  8»  which  was  put 
intfi  tht!  Local  Goveniruent  Acts  of  ih^^ 
and  1*^D4.  In  both  rases,  but  especially 
as  regards  the  Act  of  1888,  that  clause 
has  bt*cn  largel)''  availed  of  and  hiis  been 
found  very  useful  I  do  not  think  any- 
one can  object  to  the  clause,  becauso  it 
doos  not  make  this  racrtle  of  raising  u 
question  exclusive,  but  merely  provides 
that  it  shall  bo  raised  in  aceonlance  with 
the  precedent  I  have  referred  to.  I  beg 
to  move  the  clause. 


I 
I 
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Chester  E.)  :  I  am  in  hearty  sympathy 
with  my  h<in.  friend,  I  think  imleed, 
a  question  has  alrea<ly  In^en  put  to  mc 
in  the  House  on  the  general  8uJ»ject» 
And  that  I  have  given  a  specific  answer, 
I  do  not  think  it  wctuld  be  desirable  to 
attempt  to  deal  with  the  preserva- 
tion of  ancient  records  in  a  clause  of 
this  kind,  simply  in  reference  to  the 
case  of  London,  and  not  in  reference 
to  the  country  at  large,  I  think  it  is  true 
that  all  over  the  country  we  have  a  very 
innH4fe<*t  recortl  of  historic  documents, 
and  prolmbly  the  people  who  are  day  by 
day  in  occupation  of  their  office  do  not 
devote  tliat  attention  ami  nn>ney  that  is 
required  in  order  to  keep  in  order  valu- 
able and  historic  doi'unients  which  throw 
a  very  useful  light  ujiori  the  fmst.  I  do 
not  think  that  anything  will  be  gaincnl 
for  the  object  which  my  friend  h^is  in 
view  by  adopting  even  onl}^  the  words  he 
is  alloweil  to  move.  He  cannot  move  the 
latter  jwiit  of  his  piroiK»fte<l  Amendment 
beca.use  that  would  be  nut  of  order,  and 
with  i^'gahl  t<*  the  other  portion  1  think 
the  whole  matter  is  amply  safeguarded  by 
present  legislation.  The  whole  subject  is 
at  present  rnider  invest  igatiofi,  and  a 
Repu't  \nll  slioilly  be  represent^nl  upon 
which  practical  steps  will,  proluibly,  lie 
taken;  applying  to  the  whole  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  BRYUE  (Arjerdeen,  S.) :  After 
the  observation  miuie  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  I  do  not  projxise  to  support 
the  Amendment.  I  hear  with  great 
pleiisure  the  assru-ance  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and,   as  he  realises   the   im- 

Sort*ince  of  the  matter  ami  is  only 
cterre»l  from  dealing  with  it  by  the  fact 
that  it  shtiuld  be  dealt  with  compre- 
hensively, 1  liope  that  when  he  does  deid 
with  the  matter,  having  regard  to  the 
great  imfH»rtance  of  the  question,  he 
will  prece<le  any  step  which  be  intends  to 
take  by  having  a  systematic  inquiry, 

Mr.  moon  :  I  beg  leave  to  withdraw 
the  clause. 


Motion 


and    cl*vwe»    by  leave,    with- 


New  clause — 

"  f  f  any  qnewtioii  anscs,  or  in  aln>at  t<»  ariw, 
i\ii  t(»  whtither  uriy  iHJwtir,  «l(ity,  i)v  linhility  ih 
or  \^  nut  toitinfi^rrtMl  by  or  tUHt^M"  thin  Aot  to 
the  couui;il  of  any  iin'tro|»ohtaH  horoiigh,  <»r 
luiy  proiH^rty  in  or  i**  not  VL'sti^l  in  any  HUt'li 
I'onnt'iK  that  *iuestiuru  without  prcjnilice  to 
any  other  nifMn*  of  trying  it,  may,  on  the 
appliwitl^^ii  of  the  coiificil,  lie  subti'iitt^jd  lor 
decision  to  the  High  t'oiirt  in  ^iich  toinunary 
!nMnn«?r  'a%  mihjeet  to  any  riilv.s  of  Court,  may 
\m  directed  by  the  f  ourt  \  and  the  Court,  after 
liearing  wurli  parties*  and  taking  j^urh  evidence 
(if  any)  JiH  it  tlunk>4  jiL'^t,  A\sl\\  decide  the 
questimi.**— (iff.  PhkertgilL) 

brought  up  and  read  the  first  tijne. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed  — 

"  That  the  elanse  bo  now  read  a  necond 
time/' 

The  solicitor  ^  GENERAL  {Sir 
K  B.  Fixity,  Inverness  Burghs) :  I 
doubt  whether  this  clause  will  be  as 
necessary  as  the  one  in  the  Acts  of  1888 
and  1894  ;  at  the  same  time  1  have  no 
objection  to  it  whatever. 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

'  Clause  read  the  fii*st  ami  second  Lime, 
and  ^whleil. 

I  8m  R.  B,  FINLAV  :  The  Amendment 
I  nnw  pro[iose  is  a  il rafting  Amendment, 

I  and  at  the  same  time  rests  upon  the 
principle  which   I   luiderstood  the  House 

!  and  Committ'ee  adopt^ed,  namely,  that  the 
whole  of  the  county  outside  the  City  is  to 
be  comprised  in  the  Schedule  of  the  BilL 
That  being  so,  tlte  wording  of  the  section 
\%  not  very  applicalile  to  tnocAse,  and  tloH 
AmeiHluicnl  is  meixdy  to  mako  it  applip^ 
able. 


MM  l.n,i,hni  norrnuinuf  {CO.MMOXR}  Mt  «? 

|ii'uviNion  is  intiiNhiciMl  into  the  const  it  ii  Wni  I  am  anxious  that  they  sboold 
tioii  fif  tlif  iiifinipolit.'in  lH)n>u<^liN  it  will  not  sit  cither  as  councillors  or  aldenncn. 
Iio  niTfsrijitv  to  (iirrv  their  rligiliility  1  am  aware  that  the  action  which  I  havt 
into  all  ilir  luiuiiripal  Iiorou;;)ist1ir<»nuhont  taken  in  this  matter  is  not  approved  C4 
lilt*  Ifn^ili  luiil  I'lcadtli  of  the  counti'v.  hy  that  ]K)rtion  of  the  fair  sex  which  set 
I  ii-r  no  iu'(«*.ssity  for  <ari'vin^  tliat  eli^i-  up  a  ehiim  to  be  on  an  equality  with  meD  in 
liiliiy  fiirtlicr  ihuh  is  now  ))i-o)>os((l,  unless  most  things,  if  not  in  all,  and  who  are 
it  iM  fiiuiid  iliai  tlu- exjH'riuH'Mi  now  sug-  evi-rlastingly  proflaiming  to  the  worid 
•.•«-tt«Ml  unik^  \M*II,  .iiul  if  it  Works  woll  I  ilu*ir  rights  and  their  wrongs.  On  the 
•  lo  not  Know  why  it  slioiilil  not  l»o  other  hand,  I  feel  satisfied  in  my  own 
■>o  fxii-ntltMl.  l*.ut  the  reaMui  ft>r  adof.i  mind  that  if  the  House  were  to  reject 
iMi*  tin*  pro|M»sal  here  i>,  it  i>  >oineihiiii:  tho  projwsal  before  it  the  bulk  of  the 
thill  MtaiuiN  liy  itself,  and  d»H's  n^t  require  women  in  the  country  would  ]je  glaA 
that  the  experiment  should  be  earrietl  Tho  proposjil  to  drag  them  and  their 
Imther  than  it  is  now  pro}u»>ed  to  U*  sisters  into  municipal  and  political  war- 
earrietl.  'I'he  <piesi ion  of  the  InMou^hs  in  fare— beeause  it  must  come  to  this — is 
the  eounlry  may  be  eon>idered  in  ilie  not  ri»ganled  with  favour  by  the  great 
future  if  the  experienee  kA  Lout  ion  majority  of  women  throughout  the 
xuurauts  innkiui;  the  same  projnwal  in  eoutiiry.  I  read  with  some  interest  the 
leNpeet  lo  these  eouuiry  l»o;'oui;hs.  I  bej;  reju^n  of  a  meeting  held  the  other  day 
to  propoM*  the  Auu'uduieui  siatuliuj:  in  by  the  Women's  Liberal  Federation,  at 
\\\\  \\i\\\w  whieh    one   of    the   speakers,    a  woman. 

ileuoutu'Oii  as  "  venomous  persons  "  those 
wb.o  are  opjx-^siHl  to  the  women's  fnn- 
(.hise.  1  am  Kmnd  to  assume  I  am  one 
nf  iho;=o  "  vo!\omous  persons  "  whom  these 
bulies  would  like  to  see  out  of  Parliiiment: 
and  1  b»Lvo  no  doubt  my  punishment  will 
eouio  in  due  course  when  the  Govem- 
ir.e!.:  >oos  lit  to  dissolve  Parliament.  My 
:*i,l::  hoii.  friend  the  MemlxT  for 
lH\L!:iiu  has  s;iid  that  women  are 
ttv.i-..t:::!y  qualitie*!  to  undertake  the 
i:i;::i>  whivh  wvuM  be  imposed  on  the 
o"U?a:*.s  or  those  new  Iniroughs.  He 
;i'.'.;dt\;  :o  "Xily  "iie  liuiy,  the  suptT\-ision 
:   .    ::.•>:     ^^  ■  s,i !*.:: ..:■•: .    lUi:  I  -hi  »uKl  like  !•  •  a<k  my 

.   ;i^    :\:':::   'v.vii.  iriernL  whii:  il«i  womt-n  know 

•;    ,  •■    .1  \  •.::     b'.iii'l:!;^    tip^-nirions,     >trefi    an«i 

. ■   ■  • .    r- . \i  I  : '. •. .i  k  i :  ■  ^.  •.: r  ■.  i : .  - ?u  Ak i : :  i:.  s t- wv r-  i  nsprC ■ 

i    : ;    :  s ;     '  '•  ' '  •   i'-*  -  ^"  -"*  -^  ^  - '  ■  :^*  -^ ' ^'^^  '  --^'  assti-ssm e ni  •  -t 

■    ^ :   . :    •"  •-'  ■'•  >-' >  '     I  ^ '  *^'»^ ^^i  ^  ■  •  '^^"^  ra c  0  a n  i  K fi  r lit y  oi 

>;^     • :  ■•  -  •.  -.i  „::•..< ' ^ '::  •."?..  i ::<  t U-a  r :  o  my  mi n«J.  i 

.     ,::    •-...■■.■.  ....  •  •".    ■'.■>- ha ri:e.      I:   is  true.  I 

- : o. :  ^    .*■■-'■  '  •  '•  ^- -*  -  '■^"  ■  -■'  - '■  "■  ^  -  -^  ^ J-'  '•>"  * '- ^  •-* f ''  s*  •  m e  of 

'. *.  "    •...,<    ' "  ■  *-'-  -  •  -'■ '  ■•'•  ■''.": ..i ••■•■.■  -^ "  r: e>.  .\-:A  :ii y  r iirh :  h«>n. 

■    ■   .      >    tc:  ■■■-   -».•'.>   :"■.;.■   i  .*\e   ■s-.rvfi.i   w::h   lii- 

.    ;  •  •  —    ■.'".-.•.■       '-"^  . !  .  :  i."..;«.:  :>  ::•  •:  my  ex^i^-rieror. 

X  ■.  r^    I  .'   ■,'      v  -■■'   ■  ■■    i-y  tir-jZ^-.r*  the  T...nicr. 

>■ .  .*""■■.'»  i *i  "^;  ni'-'Tr^/r"' 'i!**.  ari'i 

■    ■      '    *■  ■"   .wti"  .  ■■' '-     >  ".Z-dJi  iiT.^y  Art-.-  f..iu"inr?w 

;    .i/.i.  :■     .;*:/:;■■■:  r--  :!:.*:.  cn.'-.y  ;.irv  pniLt:- 

■  ..     ..:  ■'.     •  ■.  -w<.  -     /■'.>h'     oi:     ■    AT.: 

>,.,•.    ._     •  :l....r         ..A-  I    «i-.L::e    ••^•icrs'CiUid 

,    ;,^      w^i    ,.":   s*;     i:- i".     NirCi' •.r>»  ■.v'c'.i    JiT*?    ::. 

.    •-.;  .I."..    .  ,■      .  vc".    r..-    'vv  .i.rs.n-ir.j:   these 

I,  J  S-..I       I-      fa..  ■:;•':  s  '    Jti"*.;  "  i\'.'1\kX\'.izih^/ 

.■:  w  ■?«,'! u:)ci  •"•     ■'•>«■>*-'*  coiijrse.  tny  pi.p«i.'tLAi  •.■piRioc 

i. */«.'<  tiicif.  ^^  -i  :«.-  M.-i  -^.-liJd  ciietje  LiiJxes'^a  the  borou^ 
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councils,  I  1>eJieve  the  njajorfty  «>f  the 
Mi'iulxTS  who  <lt*sii"u  to  set^  this  Bill 
eti'ective  want  to  have  men  eleete<l  on 
these  new  councils  who  have  hnsiness 
capabilities,  who  have  been  trained  to 
public  life,  and  who  would  liring  to  bear 
on  the  deliht»rations  and  decisions  of  these  , 
councils  practical  experience.  I  am  aware 
that  women  sit  on  ImwuyIs  of  giianlians 
throughotit  the  cuuntry,  and  am  perfectly  i 
willing  to  admit  that  they  do  very  good 
semce  on  the*ie  boaixln.  There  are  duties 
ill  connection  with  the  w()rking  of  boards 
of  gutuxJians  which  women  can  very 
properly  underUikc,  especially  amongst 
the  women  and  children  in  the  work- 
himse»,  and  on  the  ouUloor  luU.  But, 
because  on  some  of  these  bo<lies  women 
are  doing  go<jd  ser\'ice,  is  that  any  gt>od 
reason  why  they  should  be  iuimitted  to 
other  spheres  where,  in  my  view, 
they  would  be  altogether  out  of  place  ? 
I  venture  to  say  that,  if  their  claim  tt»  git 
on  the  new  borough  councils  is  admitted, 
and  the  House  this  evening  ^ly^  by  its 
vote  that  they  shall  l>e  eligil)le  for  these 
councils,  their  amltition  will  ksul  them 
lo  stiJI  higher  flights.  Tliey  will  want 
the  Parhamentary  fniiichisf,  and  even 
other  higher  privileges.  At  the  risk  of  pro- 
ducirig  another  shudder  in  the  brea^^i  of 
the  Leader  of  the  House,  I  must  repeat 
that  if  the  House  grarUs  the  piivilcge  to 
women  of  sitting  as  councilloi's  or  alder- 
Hjen  in  these  councils,  there  i.s  no  logical 
reason  whatever  for  exchuling  them  here- 
after from  the  Htiune  of  Commons  itself. 
At  a  meeting  whicli  wils  held  in  London 
within  tlje  last  few  days  of  a  great 
numU*r  ui  hulies  who  are  in  favour  of 
this  pn\ilege  being  accoi^lcfl  to  them, 
and  where  some  gentlemen  more  or  less 
prominent  in  Parliament  were  pi-esent, 
the  hon.  li^ironet  the  Memlwr  for  Ctieker- 
nioiuh  made  a  chanicteristic  speech,  in 
which  he  said  that  the  House  of  Commons 
wi\8  a  cunous  IxmIv  (which  we  all  ^Mbnit, 
of  course) — that  one  day  it  p;isse<l  a  law 
against  gJim)>ling,  and  the*  next  day  it 
adjourned  for  the  Derby,  And  the  lion, 
lianmi't  went  on  to  say  that  if  women  vsat 
in  Parliament  they  would  il«j  nothing  ho 
inconsistent  as  that.  He  added  that  women 
wore  as  tit  as  males  were  to  sit  in  Parlifi- 
nieni.  Sir  Arthur  Arnold,  at  the  saim^ 
meeting,  Hairl  he  believed  strongly  that 
the  office  of  Archbishup  of  Cantt^rhury 
should  lie  open  to  women,  1  think  that 
reibaces  the  matter  idmost  toan  absunlity. 
80  that  if  the  women  themselves  do  not 


as]nre  to  priestly  oftico,  there  are  some 
men  who  would  claim  that  bn  them. 
If  we  ailmit  women  iw  coutieillors 
to  the  now  boroughs,  it  is  prac- 
tically impossible  tt*  exclude  them 
from  the  ofhces  of  ahlerrnen  and  mayor. 
All  i  can  say  is  thai  if  in  iiddition  ti>  the 
House  allowing  women  ti*  sit  as  coun- 
cillor.'* they  also  allow  that  they  should  be 
eligible  as  mayors  and  iddi'tTiien,  then 
the  whole  thing  will  lie  reduced  to  an 
absurdity  suid  a  farce.  I  nidy  know  one 
case  where  a  woman  luis  been  elected  as  a 
mayor,  and  that  was  in  New  Zealand, 
where  women  have  the  francliise  and 
other  privileges.  1  holil  in  my  hand  a 
letter  in  which  it  is  stated  i — 

"  There  th-v*  l*een  only  "ne  Laiiy  Maytn  in 
New  Zeaiaml.  She  wns  Mrn.  Vatex,  and  she 
ht*M  oUk'e  in  lli*^  kmn  of  t)Delnni«jca,  near 
A 1 11" k  1  an<  L  in  Lh e  year  1 894 .  T h e  ur weed  inga 
at  her  lueal  ruuncH  were  often  ill-ti^nijwred 
anil  tiii*anl«rly,  and  thuiigh  Aw  has  since  asketl 
the  ratL*|»»iyerH  tu  le-elect  her  tliey  have  not 

Well,  I  do  not  want  myself  to  see 
an  imitation  of  that  kind  in  this 
country.  The  gi'eat  argument  which 
I  \entiire  to  use  against  women 
being  mbnitted  is  that  they  do  not  at 
present  sit  on  the  provincial  nnmicipali- 
ties,  nor  on  the  Londfjn  Ctmiity  Council  \ 
but  I  carniot  for  a  moment  believe  that 
the  House  of  Commt»ns,  having  a^lmitted 
women  into  active  public  life  in  the 
borough  councils,  could  deny  them  the 
privilege  of  sitting  in  provincial  munici- 
palities. For  my  put,  \  sincerely  hope 
that  the  House  will  come  to  adetinite  issue 
upon  this  snlijeet,  and  that  they  will  re- 
soUe  that  wnraen  are  not  entitled  to  be 
either  councillors,  aldermen,  or  mayoi-s. 

♦Sm  H.  H.  FOWLEli  (Wolverhampton, 
E.):  I  hope  the  House  will  aUow  mo  to 
sjiy  a  wonl  or  two  on  this  question, 
bcM'ause  I  can  claim  some  responsibility 
for  the  legislation  which  at  present  pre- 
vails with  reft^rence  to  the  rural  flistricts, 
the  urban  distncts,  an*  I  London,  bec^uise  I 
think  it  was  by  the  Act  of  IH94  that  all 
these  steps  were  taken.  There  is  no  doubt 
this  fiuesiion  with  reference  to  the  posi- 
tion of  women  requires  to  be  dealt  with 
rather  more  straightforwanlly  than  it  has 
been  by  this  House.  There  luis  been  a 
desire,  j>er haps  not  an  unnatund  desire 
ha^^ng  regjird  to  some  considenitions,  to 
shirk  the  question,  ami  the  House  ha« 
adtjpted  a  variety  of  metlnxlsfrom  time  to 
,  time    of    po*itponing     anything     like    a 
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straiglitfoi^ward  decision  upon  the  qiit^s 
tion,  which,  after  all,  is  of  griiat  import- 
ance ;  and  J  tliiiik  it  ift  due  to  the  country 
and  to  the  House  of  Commons,  if  the 
House  ha?  Wews,  wheth{3r  they  be 
adverse  or  " 
should    state 

would      draw      a     line     in     the     first 
instiinee>      in     what     I     have     to    say 


was  any  strorjg  debate  upon  the  sabj«c^ 
but  at  all  events  Parliament  affimiied  tk 
principle  that  women  might  be  upon  pond 
couticils,  ru ml  distinct  councilB,  1 
guanlians,  and  url>an  euiineils 
favourable,  that  they  j  is  a  narrow  line  dividiiijy:  url^u  distrKi 
them     in     the     open*      I  j  councils  from  municipal    boroughs,    Bm 

by     that     Act    the    whole     system    of 
urltan  district   elections    was   applied  (» 


to-night,  l>etweon  administrative  and  legis-  |  Lonilou    vestries,    wht»    then     wera   tie 
Ifitive  work.     The  first  stt^p   in   what  is  j  responsible    local  authorities  in    LondrHL 
called  the  enfrcmchisenient  of  women,  but 
what  I  would  rather  call  the  first  step  in 
the  Slate  availing;  itself  of  the  services  of 


We  are  now  asked  to  sa^^  that  whjil  m 
did  i\\  1894  was  ^Tong,  w^hcn  women 
were  allowed  to  serve  on  the  vestnea  lilc 


women,  was  in  the  constitution  of  school    those  of  Pacldington,   Islington,   A*c.,  foA 


1  loan  Is,  and  I  do  not  think  that  anybody 
who  haa  served  on  school  boaitls  and  knows 
anything  of  the  working  i.^f  school  board 
education  won  If  1  deny  the  fiict  that  the 
presence  of  women  on  school  lioards  hiis 
been  of  very  great  value  with  reference  to 
female  education,  Pei'iBonally,  T  go  so  far 
as  to  say  that  I  tlo  not  thitdc  a  school  board 
is  properly  constituted  unless  there  is  a 
woman  upon  that  school  boanl.  And  I 
am  satiBtied  that,  strong  as  men  may  be, 
and  wise  iis  men  may  be,  they  never  will 
be  able  to  get  that  conlrcil  over  femah 
education  which  an  ethcicnt  school  board 
ought  to'^have  unless  they  are  Jissistcd  by 
ladies  in  carrying  out  the  administration. 
Well,  Sir,  when  I  wcTit  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  I  found  that  there  was 
a  considerable  ditlercnce  of  legal  opinicni 
as  to  whether  woukti  were  ea|>abl 
being  elected  on  boards  of  guardians.  I 
The  Local  (^ovcrinncnt  Board  hacl  avoided,  I 
I  think  under  legal  advic.c%  giving  any  i 
very  definite  opinion  upon  this  tjucstion,  I 
but  I  felt  so  strongly  on  the  point  that  1  ' 
issued  a  circular  to  the  varii>us  hoards  of 
guardifins  strongly  recommending  the 
election  of  women  on  boards  of  gnan liana, 
lagree  with  every  word  thehon.  Gentleman 
has  just  uttererl  with  reference  to  the  great 
value — ^I  may  say  the  inestimable  value — 
of  wonren  upon  boa nls  of  guanlians.  So 
long  as  you  have  pauper  children,  and  so 
lung  a^  you  Iiave  pauper  women,  you  are 
bound  to  have  women  placed  in  a  position 
of  responsibility  and  control  with 
reference  to  the  management  of  work- 
fa  ous^^s  and  the  relief  of  the  poor. 
The  next  important  stop  was  when, 
in  the  Act  of  1894,  we  extended  the 
powers,  or  rather  altered  the  constitution, 
of  boanla  of  guardians,  and  made  them, 
in  fact,  nnid  conneils,  rcconstnicting  the 
whole  system  of  urban  eouncili!  at  the 
aame  time,     I  do  not  remember  that  there 

Sir  U.  K  Fawler. 


that  women  are  not  competent  to  5«nf 
on  those  new  Iwliea  \^  hich  are  to  bill 
the  iluties  of  the  original  authoiiUia. 
When  we  are  asked  to  make  u  ehati^ 
such  as  this,  the  onvs  j*i'ob<tTtdi  is  upon 
those  who  ask  that  that  ehatige  may  be 
made.  The  first  question  is,  Has  titf 
election  of  women  been  a  failure  ?  I 
do  iK>t  think  the  evidence  that  tkt 
hon.  Gentleman  who  hiis  juat  sat  down 
has  given  is  at  all  conclnsive  upon  that 
point.     He  has  been  rathrr  severe  on  tht*    | 

le    qualifications   of   the  Uwlics,   and  on  tlir 
marnier   in  which    they   discharge    th^.: 
duties.      So  far  as  I  ha\e  W'on  alib^^H 
foiiu  an   opinion,  tbcy  have    dischoqUH 
their    duties   with   great    efticiency   Hud   * 
success,  and  to  the  a*ivantitge  of  the  healtll 
of    the    people    of   London,     who,    if  ilk 

of  almost  unanimity,  will  welcome  the  piv*- 
'  enee  of  women  on  these  new  govrnjiii| 
hiwliea.  Under  these  circum&tunces,  1 
think  we  shotdd  prefer  that  a  very  strai3|; 
case  should  l>e  made  out  before  wr  reject 
services  which  have  been  already  rendered 
with  etliciency  and  success.  My  right 
hon.  frieml  the  Mendier  for  Bodmin 
would  exchide  %vomen  from  the  office 
of  mayor,  recognising  that  there  zniui 
bo  a  line  drawn  somewhere  in  i^^fereiiee 
to  the  extent  of  female  public  work 
I  am  l>onnd  to  tell  the  House  thul 
women  are  eligible  as  chairmen  of  urtmn 
district  councils,  though  the  Hnu^e 
accepted  my  suggestion  specifically  pixh 
hibiting women  from  hecomifig  nuigistratet* 
during  their  term  of  otfice.  1  now  come 
to  a  poirU  on  which  I  shoidd  like  to  speak 
very  plaiidy.  \\  hile  I  advocate  raoi^t 
strongly  the  presence  of  women  on  ihem 
mlministrative  bodies,  while  I  believe 
they  are  capable  of  ivmlering  the  giealedt 
service  to  boanis  of  guardians,  urlian 
eoinieils,  and  district  councils,  and,  I 
believe,  to  the  councib  in  London,  I  ami 


not  prepared  to  go  fiirthcr  in  that  rliroc- ! 
lion,     I  am  prepared,  in  fact.  t^»  ^u^m\-  j 
lastly  and  p^i-sigti-'ntlyoppn^''  aiivatti^mpt  I 
to  cniiviTl  womoii  eithor  iiit*i  luavin's,  nr  ' 
magJHtriiUjH.   ur  njvhhislinijs^  or  htuid^  of ! 
poJic43,  ov  gone  mis  In  tht*  Amn%  or  Mem- 1 
litM'8  of  l^iiHiiriR^riL      I  InOievo  that  what  J 
the  right  h<»fu  C»(uit Ionian  th<*  First  L«»nl ! 
of  the  Trt'astirv  said  on  the  last  ix'caaion 
when  this  ipH*8tion  eame  li^fore  the  Houso 
repn*s**nted  the  i opinion  of  a  vast  majority 
of  the  jK'ophi  of  this  coumry  and  lUl  sides 
of    politicks    viz.,    that    the    presence    of 
ladies   in   this   House    would   on    public 
gi-oiuidH  U^  iiuoh'rafrle,     I  think  we  ought 
to  talk  plainly  on  this  point.     While  we 
advocate  tfiat  the  fullest  scop(f  should  l>e 
giviMi    t*i    female   etticieney   and    feuiaU' 
iifisistiinee.  in  piihlie  work,  we  ought  not 
Uy  kf*ep  in  Un*  Uukgrouufl  that  it  is  our 
firm  and  u?»altend>le  detrmiination  not  to 
pioceed  in  a  directiim  that  would  render 
rarliauient  ridiculous  and  th<»  arlniinistn^- 
tioti    of    pulilic   affairs    in   this   country 
iiii|x>^sil>le.      I    think    it    right    to    say 
phiinly^  iiit<»nding  as  I  do  to  support  the 
motion    of    my    right    hon.    friend    the  | 
MemlKU'  for  B^KlmiiK  that  I  do  not  regard  j 
this  9is  a  hnk   in  a  Kuig  ehain  of  events  I 
heading   in   8«micthing  clw.     There   is  a 
lino  Uj  1*0  drawn,  hey<»rHl  which  I  do  not  I 
believe  the  [>eopIe  of  tlje  eftuntry  will  ever 
go  ;   hut  that  is  no  rtiason   why   Lnndon 
should  he  de()rive<i  f>f  tiie  great  a<lvantage 
of   services    renflored    hy  hwlies    in  local 
administration. 

Mr.  COHKN  (lalington,  E) :  As  a 
matter  of  right  and  justice,  and  in  the 
interestii  of  making  thesf^  new  Iwrough 
councilK  as  liucecs^ful  iw  the  vestries 
which  they  are  giang  to  superset le,  I 
earnestly  hofje  that  this  Hou^e  will  by  a 
very  hirge  majority  pass  this  Amoudnient. 

Mk.  LABOUCHKKE  (Xortlmmoton)  : 

I,  like  my  right  hon.  friend  the  iNlendier 
for  Wolverhampton,  am  logical  in  these 
mattei-s,  I  have  voted  tm  all  iiccaaions 
not  only  against  women  Ijoirig  luemlicrs 
of  councils  and  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
but  against  them  having  vot*!s  at  all,  and 
I  always  contemplate  cioing  so  as  h)ng  as 
I  have  the  honour  of  VK.nug  a  MemVier  of 
this  Housse.  At  the  pmsent  moment  you 
do  not  alhjw  women  Uj  sit  on  municipal 
bodies  in  the  country.  Why,  then,  shiiuld 
an  cxcppiion  Itc  made  in  the  case  of 
London  1  If  you  admit  women  in 
Ijondon,  the  precedent  would  be  follow^ed 
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in  the  provinces,  and  the  next  step  w^ould 
l>e  a  claim  for  women  to  sit  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  I  can  »e€  the  thin 
end  of  the  wedge  in  this  proposition. 
Let  hon.  Members  be  hrm.  Let  them  1h3 
men,  I  will  yield  U)  none  in  my  admira- 
tiou  for  wonjen.  Woman  is  the  right 
person,  provided  she  is  in  her  right  place. 
There  are  some  who  liave  not  l>een  suc- 
cesses as  members  of  their  own  sex,  and 
who  like  to  muddle  and  meddle  in 
politics  itj  the  hope  that  they  may  be 
successes  as  men.  Although  there  are 
weak  men  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House,  1  am  glad  to  see  stalwarts  on  the 
othi-r  side.  The  majority  of  women  w411 
not  approve  of  this  propix^Jid,  The  few 
women  who  come  forwai-d  and  make  a 
gieat  noise  are  never  supported  by  their 
own  sex.  The  right  hoti.  Member  for 
BiKbnin  was  not  logical,  l»e€au8e  he  him- 
self does  not  propose  that  women  should 
be  eliinlile  for  the  office  of  mayor.  He 
passed  that  pint  over  insidiously  with  a 
long  joke.  Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
promise  that  he  will  always  vote  agiiinat 
women  being  ebgible  for  the  oftice  of 
mayor  or  for  ni**ml»ership  to  the  House  of 
Commons  1  I  liope  the  House  w  ill  decide 
that  in  the  important  eouncils  of  the 
nation  men,  aiMl  men  only,  shall  sit, 

♦Mit,  CA1?VELL  WTLLl  A  MS{Notting' 
hamshire,  Maostield):  Hon,  Memliers 
opposite  hfive  made  a  distinguished  con- 
vert in  the  hon.  Member  who  has  just 
spfiken* 

Mr,  LABOUCHEJIE  :  I  he^  my  hon. 
friend's  ptrtlon,  I  was  opposed  to  women 
having  votes  before  half  the  hon.  (lentle- 
men  opposite  were  VK)rn, 

*Mr.CARVELL  WILLIAMS;  Yes,  but 
the  hon.  Memlicr,  who  is  supposed  to  be  a 
great  lia<iieal,  has  used  the  most  familiar 
of  Tory  arguments  against  all  reform. 
It  is  that  if  something  were  conceded 
something  else  wTjuld  be  forthwith  de- 
manded. My  hon.  friend  is  affrighted 
at  the  prospf.^ct  of  women  sitting  in  this 
Ilcjuse,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
savs  that  the  idea  is  intolerable,  but  I 
will  venture  on  this  pi*e«liction— that  if 
the  time  arrives  wher)  the  elect#)rs  of 
this  country  desire  to  send  womcti 
to  this  Housi.*  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  look  \ipon  this  question  m  a 
very  different  light.  HorL  Memlxjra 
opposite  ailmit  that  the  aervicea  of  women 
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{COMMONS} 
on  school  boards  and  boards  uf  guaitlians  t  boroughs,  tbey  should  lie  permitted  to  hare 


have  been  valuable.  Let  me  n^Tiind  the 
House  that  there  was  a  time  when  the 
appeamnce  of  women  on  those  boards 
was  quite  a  novelty,  and  when  the  pre- 
diction was  freely  indulged  in  that  their 
presence  would  be  injurions.  That 
feeling  has  now  entirely  clistippeiireTl,  and 
no  one  wishes  to  exclude  them  from  those 
boiirds.  The  principle  on  which  1  shuiild 
decide  all  these  questions  is  the  principle 
of  freedom — freedom  on  the  part  of  those 
who  asj)ire  to  positions  of  pul> 
lic  importance,  and  freedom  on  the 
part  of  the  constituencies  to  send 
whom  they  please  to  Parliament 
or  to  other  public  liodies.  The  proposal 
to  exclude  women  is,  in  my  opinion,  one 
that  would  be  unjust  to  the  women  of 


them.  No  woman  would  be  eonipeUed  to 
serve  or  to  come  forward  as  a  cuudidaui 
We  recognise  that  women  can  fill  very  \t» 
fu)  positions,  and  I  shall  ceitainly  vole 
for  this  Amendment,  which  puts  it  in  thi 
p(jwer  of  the  electors  themeelves  to  chom 
Avhether  they  will  or  Mill  not  be  repw^ 
.^'^ntcd  hy  women.  But,  apart  from  Ib«i, 
I  should  vote  for  this  Amendment  on  tba 
grounds  of  humanity.  If  I  know  my- 
thing  of  the  history  of  municipal  life,  I 
am  ineh'ned  to  think  that  the  newly 
created  boroughs  will  celebrate  their  in- 
corporation l>y  banquets  to  which  Mem- 
bers of  this  House  will  probably  be  lo- 
cated, and  it  is  very  desirable  that  tli«?T 
should  have  the  guiding  hand  of  women 
in  these  matters,     I  sincerely   hope  that 


this  country  and  injurious  to  the  country  f  women   will   be   ekcted  to   the   borough 


as  a  whole, 

M  R,  HE  Y  WOOD  JOHNSTONE  (Sussex,  I  will    discharge 
Horsham) :  Snrely  if  thepef^ple  wish  to  be  i  work, 
representetl  by  women,  and  if  they  think 
that  their  interests  would  be  served  l>y 
women  representatives  on  the  newly  created 


councils,    believing,   as   I   do,   that   they 
good     and     servieeahia 


Allan,  Willmm  (tiateshead) 
Allen,  Wm.i  New,  under  Lyme) 
AmLrope,  KoViert 
Anhon,  Sir  WilliHin  ReyneU 
Arnolii  Forster,  HdjjtIi  U. 
Ashtnnt  Tlioiiiaj*  Giiir 
Apqinth,RtHoiiHerl.erlHenry 
Atlierky-Joneis,  L. 
Austin,  Sir  John  (YorkBlilre) 
A  OK  tin ,  M .  ( Li  ni  e  r  i  r  k »  \\  . ) 
Bainl.  Jolrn  (leo.  Alexnnder 
i^nktjr,  Sir  John 
Balfour,  Kt.  Hn.  A.J-  (Mau'r) 
JJalfuiir  Kt  Hn.  (4.  W.  {UetU) 
Harlow,  Jul  I II  Einuifilt 
Baitun,  iJuiJiiir  Fluuket 
Bayley,  ThmnaK  (llerhyshire) 
li<'gg,  FerdinaDfl  Fai thfiiU 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  C* 
Bhownaggree,  Sii  ^i.  ^1. 
Bill»oii»  Alfred 
Birr  el  1 ,  A  u  ^'u  s^tine 
IJouHtield,  Williwui  Huljcrt 
Hnirmer,  Sir  John  Tunilinson 
Bryce.  lit.  Hon.  James 
BuchariftB,  Thcjums  Kyhurti 
BullarJ,  Sir  Harry 
Bwrus,  .folin 
Burt,  Thnuias 
BtUcher,  John  Georj^e 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Cahiwelb  James 
CanieroD^  Sir  t'has.  fGJa-»gow) 
CanipWll.  ^.  H.  M.  (Dublin) 
C8iuithell-B«rinerni!in,  Sir  H. 
Car^ill,  PMtrif  k  U.  HajniUon 
Caustun*  HichaMl   Knijilit 
CAwky,  Frtd^rick  I 

Cbannin}/,  I'ranciB  All^t(Jn 
Clon|ib»  Walter  Owen  i 

CoghdJ,  Duuglai?  Harry  | 

Mr,  Carvel  WiUiams^ 


(Question  put — 

The  House  divided.     Ayes,  196  j  Ni 
16L     (Division  List  No,  17L) 

AYES- 

Corhett,  A.  Cameron  fGlasV)  j  Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick 

Courtney.  Kb,  Hon.  L.  H.  "  '      '" 

Cromhip,  John  William 

Curmn,  Thoniai^  B.  (Honegal) 

Cuiran,  Thomas  (Sligo*  S.) 

Curzon,  Vistount 

Dalrvmple,  Sir  Charlea 

Diil/iek  James  Henry 

Davieft^ftLYaiighan'(Cardit^aii 

Davitt,  Micbael 

Dpnny,  Cokmel 

Dilke,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dillon,  John 

I*ongan,  F.  i\ 

iJoufjlas,  C.  M.  (Lanark) 

Druekert  A. 

Ihiekworth,  Jntues 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Ellis,  John  Edward 

EvaiiB,  Sir  F.  W.  (Sonth^ton) 

E V ers  i  led ,  Sy d  ney 

Fttr<juhai-son,  Dr.  Rol>ert 

Fenwivk,  Chailes 

Ferguson.  H.  C-  M.  (Leith) 

Fin  lay.  Sir  Robert  B. 

Firhank,  JoBt*]fh  Thomas 

Fihh<>r,  William  Hayes 

Fihon,  I'VedenVk  Wdliam 

FitzGcrald,  Sir  Ruhcrt  J\- 

Fitzjuaurii  e*  Lord  Edmond 

Fowler,  Kt.  Hon»  Sir  Henry 

Fiy.  Lewis 

Galloway,  William  JohnaoTi 

(rladstone,  Kt.  Hn.  Horbeit  J 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gold,  MiarU'» 

Gornt,  Bt*  Hon,  Sir  John  K. 

Gould ing,  Edward  Alfred 

tlourley.  Sir  Edward  T* 

(^nihan*,  Henry  R^diert 

Hal  dan  e,  Richard  Burdon 

Harwood,  Geoige 
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Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  C'harles  S.- 

Heaih,  Jame« 

Heaton,  John  Henniker 

Heddi^rwick,  Thomas  C  H. 

Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 

HoAre,  Edw.  B.  (iJanQpstead) 

HolJiouse,  Henry 

Holden^  Sir  An^as 

Holland,  Hon.  L  R.  (Bowl 

Holland,  W.  H,  (York,  W.  K.) 

Horniman^  Frederick  John 

Hughes,  Colonel  Edwin 

Jauoby,  Jaiiiefi  Alfred 

J  ohn^tin '  Ferguson,  J  abeJcEd  w. 

Jones,  Wm,  ( Garnar\  om^lure) 

Kennawav,Rt  Hon.SirJoJmH. 

Kim  her,  Henr^* 

K  i  n  lo  ch  ^SLr  J  oh  n  G  e  orgeSiriii  h 

Lawton,  John  Grant  (YorK*») 

Lawson.  Sir  W.  (Ciunbland) 

Len^,  Sir  John 

Lewis,  John  Herliert 

Llewelyn,  Sir  I),  (Swansea) 
I   Lloyd-George,  David 
I  Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Eve»han»l 

Lo[ie>*,  Henry  Yarde  BuJIer 
I   Longh,  Thoraan 
I   Lubbm'k»  Rl  Hon.  Sir  John 

LncasShftdwell,  WiUiam 

IavH,  Sir  Leonard 

MaoAlee^,  Daniel 

MaoNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 

M'Arthur»  William  (Cornwall  > 

i^lM'artan,  Michael 

M'Glieo.  Bit'hiird 

Mivcr,  Sir  Lewis  (Edin.  ^\} 
I   M'Kpnna,  Re^inaM 

Maddiwon,  Fred. 
Montagu, Hn.  J.  S,  (Hants,) 
i  Montagu,  bi]'S.(Wlutechap«l 
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Morley,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  (Montrose,  f 
Morton,  A.  H,  A.  (Deptfordj 
Morton,  Eclw.   J.  C.  (Dvni>t) 
Mouhon,  Jiilm  Flett'her 
New*lijjfftl4i,  Frunt'is  Alexander 
Nortlirute,  Hun.  8ir  U.  S. 
Norton »  rapt.   Cecil  William 
Nussey,  ThomaB  Willann 
O'Brien,  Jamen  F,  X.   tCork) 
(TConnor,  S.   ( Wieklow.W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  F.  (Liver|.Kx>l) 
Pease,  H.  \\  (iMrliiigton) 
Fen*ler»  Sir  JiimeK 
Pickardt  P«in»mnn 
Pic'kerK^ili,  Edward  Hare 
Pirie,  thin  can  V. 
Price,  Hobert  John 
PuniH,  Rolyert 
J{«iiL  Sir  Kotw'rt  TlireMhie 
Hi  chard  son,  J   I  nnrliam,  S.E.) 
Rol»€rt8on,  Ednmnd  (Dundee) 
RoliMon.  Williiiiii  Knowdon 
RoUit,  Sir  All»ert  Kaye 
Ri>>d»,  i  lenient  Mulyneux 
HadseU.Uen.  F.  S,  (Clielten*m) 


|6  June  1899} 

Rufiflell,  T,  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton  on  Tee«^ 
Sliaw,  Charlej*  Edw,  i Stafford) 
8haw,  ThoniftB  lUawirk  R) 
Simeon,  Sir  lianington 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  ( Forfarsliire) 
Sraith,  Samnel  (Flint) 
Speneer,  Ernest 
Stanhope,  Hon.  PhUip  J. 
Stanley*  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stead  man,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Framn.*i  S, 
Strau«iM,  Arthur 
Strut t,  Hon.  Charle?*  Hedley 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Wealnieath) 
Talbot,Rt.Un.J,G.(<)xfdlJniv 
Ten  nan  t,  Harold  John 
Thomaf'jAiiel  ( <  Carmarthen, E. ) 
Thoman,  Alf  red((i  buiiorgan,  E. ) 
TlH»nmB,  Diivid  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Char  J  en  Ernest 
Walton,  John  L.  (Leeds,  8.) 
Warr,  Auguatujs  Frederiok 
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WVdderbum,  Sir  WilJianj 
Weir,  Jame<«  Galloway 
Whiteley,  Georjie  (Stockport) 
\Mntniore,  Charh^^  Al|L;ernon 
Wliittaker,  Thomu>  pHhrier 
Williams,  JohnCarvel](Nof  t#.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  ArfhiKild 
W^iIIfi, Sir  Williitm  Henry 
Wilf^on,  CWrles  Henry  iHnll) 
Wilson,  Fre<L  \\\  (Norfolkl 
Wilson,  Hen.  J,  (York,  W.R) 
Wiljion,  John  (Durhauii  Mid.) 
Wilson ,  John  (Go^an) 
Wm>dall.  W'ilUara 
Woodhouse,  SirJ.T.(HuddTd) 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C,  B,  Stuart- 
W^ylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  C.eorfre 
Wyvi]],  Marmadnke  IVArc-y 
Young,  Com  ma nder(  Berks,  t. ) 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  Eajitj 
Tellers   for   the    Ayes— 

Mr.     Hey  wood    Johnstone 

and  Mr,  Cohen. 


Acland-Uooih  CapL.SirAlex.F. 
AnMtrutker.  H.  T. 
Arrol,  Sir  Williitm 
Atkinpon,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bagot , Cap t .  J o**cel  i  n  e  Fi  t  /.  H  oy 
Bailey  ^  J  am  ef^  ( W  al  w  or  t  h ) 
Balearres»  Lord 
Banies,  Frederic  Gurfill 
Barry,KtHnAH.Smith(  Hunts 
BathuTiit.  Hn.  Alien  Iknjamin 
Beach,RtHn,SirM.H4BriKtol) 
Beaumont,  Went  worth  C.  B. 
Beckett,  Erne&t  William 
Blumlell.  i^olonel  Hmry 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Bonaor,  Henry  Cos  mo  (Jrme 
B<»wles, T.Gibson  (King'»Lynn 
Braasey.  Alliert 
BroiulhurNt.  Henry 
Broflrick,  Ui.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookliehl,  A.  Mimta^in 
Campl>ell,Rt  HnJ.A.Glasgow 
Cavendish,  \L   ¥.  (N,  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V    (\  W,ir>erby,) 
Cayzer,  SirChaile*  William 
Chaloner,  Captain  K.  (J.  W. 
ChamVierlaio,  Kt>  Hn,J.(Birm, 
Ctiani  l>erlain,  J.  Aii*t©n(  Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Ht.   Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Sjwncer 
Clarkt_%Sir  Fxlward  U%moulh 
Cochrane,  Hun,  Thos.  fi.  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Colling><,  Kt.  Hon,  .Jes^se 
Cook,  Fred.  L.  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,  C,  W.  H   (Hereford) 
Crippfe,  Charles  Alfred 
Curat t,  Hon,  Henry 
Halbiac,  Colonel  Pfiilip  Hugh 
Dalkeith,  Earl  uf 
Dickson- l*o3:nder.  Sir  J.  P. 
Dtgby,  John  K.  R  W. 
Dixon  Hart  land.  Sir  Fredr  ]K 
Donelan,  Cnptain  A. 
DoujilMji,  Kt,  Hon,   A  AkerK- 
Ihjxfoid.  Willmui  Theodore 
DuDcombe,  Hoc,  Hnl^rt  V. 
K2 


NOES. 

Elliot,  Hon.  A,  Ralph  D. 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Evana,  S,  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Fnrdellt  Sir  T.  George 
Fell  iwes,  Hon,  Aiiwyu  E, 
Finch,  George  H. 
Fitz  Wygram.  iteneral  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  Fort^scue 
Fletcher,  Sir  ilenry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Folkestone,  ViBcount 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
(laHit,  Williarn 
Gibl>on«,  J.   Lloyd 
tii}dtti,HnAtiH  (City  of  Lond, 
taiditj,  Hon.  V.  (St.  Allians) 
tio^lson,  Sir  Augu^^tu?*  F, 
(^oldn worthy,  Maior-General 
€roschen,RtHnG,.L(Sttteorge*B 
Go«chen,  tieorge  J,  (Sussex) 
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Mr.  PICKErvSGILL :  Tbc  Amend- 
ment I   have  to  move  is— 

"To  leave  out  in  Clause  2,  page  2,  lines  5 
and  6  the  words  'that  number  M'mg  divisible 
by  tliree/  " 

In  the  debate  on  this  fjuestion  in  Coni- 
niittiie  the  Government  found  itself 
obliged  to  make  a  concession,  which  prti- 
vided  that  any  representation  sent  to  the 
Local  Government  B«>ard  liy  a  borough 
eoutieil  su]*poi  ted  by  a  two- thirds  majority 
in  favour  of  triennial  elections  would  be 
considered.  Whatever  the  rule  is,  it 
ought  to  l>e  nnifomi  over  the  whole  of 
London  ;  tind  by  the  omission  which  I 
prop<»se  triennial  elect  it>ns  could  l>e 
obtainefl  I  have  no  doubt  that  a 
substantia!  majoiity  on  the  newly 
created  councils  will  Ik?  m  favour 
of  triennial  cleetionsj  but  it  is  not 
reasouaVde  to  suppose  that»  having  re- 
gartl  to  tlie  severity  of  the  conditio!is,  all 
the  councils  will  pa^ss  the  necc^ssary 
restdrition.  It  would  be  absurd  to  have 
triennial  elections  in  one  district  and 
annual  elections  in  another,  and  I  hope 
the  CTOvernment  will  favi>uraldy  consider 
the  Amendment  I  now  move. 


Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  patje  2,  linos  5  .nnd  <i,  to  hawe  out  the 
words  uTiat  nu!nbi>r  liuin^'  divl'*iblH  liy 
tlireti,'  "~(J/r.  rickn\^tjiNl 

Qucstiuti  proposed — 

"That  the  words  proixwed  Ui  be  left  out 
fstatid  [lart  of  the  llilL'' 

Siu  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  The  proposal 
ma^lo  bv  the  hon.  and  learnefl  Member  is, 
1  take  it»  to  leave  out  these  won  Is  in 
onler  afterwanls  to  insert  other  words 
providing  bir  tnerniial  elections  over 
Lfutdoii*  When  this  matter  vvfts  dis- 
cussed in  Comujittee  a  certain  solution 
was  annvcd  at,  and  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  is  better,  after  con- 
sidering the  views  ui  h<i\\.  .\bnihcrs  on 
both  sides,  that  we  shoiiixl  adhere  to  that 
arrangemei.L 


Mil  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  The  Ht^w 
will  remember  that  there  was  a  congider 
able  feeling  in  favoiu^  of  trieuni*) 
elections,  and  ultimately  the  Guvem- 
ment  miule  the  proposjil  now  in  ik 
j  Bill,  As  far  as  1  am  concerned  I  us 
1  prepared  to  adhere  t^^  that  cotupnontiisie.  I 
tpiite  agree  that  the  Wf>nling  imt 
require  stune  alteration,  atid  1  hi>pe  the 
Government  will  accept  an  Amendment  I 
propose  to  move  in  regard  tu  it  ll 
proper  option  is  given  to  ailopt  tnenntjil 
elections,  they  will  be  mdversidly  adopt^Hl, 
and  therefore  the  desire  we  have  in  our 
minds  will  be  achieved. 


Mii.    HTR.VDMAN    (Tower   Hiimfou. 

Stepney) :  I  rise  to  support  the  Amend 
ment  moved  Uy  my  hoiu  and  leanuxl 
friend  the  Member  fur  Bethnal  Green,  1 
am  aware  of  the  com  pre  mi  ise  arrived  at  when 
I  the  Bill  was  discussed  in  Committee,  Imi 
,  although  the  Iiorough  councils  may  vott 
i'  hy  H  twfhthirds  majority  in  favour  of 
triemual  elections,  represen tuitions  iniirt 
aft<n'w;irtls  be  n^wle  lo  the  Local  Goveni' 
ment  Board  for  their  ei»nsi<ieration.  I 
believe  the  same  provision  Wits  mmie  in 
the  Local  Government  Act  of  1894.  Ppp- 
\ious  to  that  Act,  the  elections  for  Poor 
Law  guardians  in  l^onrliin  tonk  plju'c 
ainuialh%  Imt  the  nmrncnt  the  lM>ams  of 
guardians  had  the  tippiuinrnty  fnr  deeki- 
mg  whether  they  shtiuld  have  annual  or 
triennial  elections,  they  universally  dc 
cidcfl  in  favour  of  t!ie  latter.  Tlieix?  wu 
have  a  practical  illustration  <»f  the  feeline 
in  London  nu  this  (piestion  ;  and,  thai 
being  to,  why  should  we  nr»t  at  once  mak^ 
provision  in  the  Bill  for  triennial  election*, 
without  putting  the  borough  councils  U* 
the  cost  i)f  deciding  for  themselves,  when 
we  know  by  pttst  experience  whM 
their  opim^ms  will  l>e  t  There  k 
another  impnrtant  point  attached  u» 
'  this  Amendment,  The  chief  object  of  this 
Bill  is  to  induce  the  electors  to  take  an 
interest  in  lixal  atYairs.  In  the  year  11)00 
this  Bill  will  couje  into  operation.  In 
Novend>er  we  shall  have  the  first  dec- 
tions  for  the  new  boroughs,  and  in  the 
same  month  we  sh;dl  have  the  clectians 
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for  the  London  School  Boartl  In  March, 
1901,  we  shall  have  thu  London  County 
Council  oli'ctions  ;  in  the  following  month 
the  elections  for  btmrtiH  of  guardians  in 
London,  and  p)fvsil»ly  in  the  sununer  wc 
Ttmy  have  l\rliamentary  elections,  and  if 
this  Bill  is  allowed  to  j^tand  in  its  present 
form  we  may  have  in  November  of  that 
year  also  the  ainiual  electtorm  for  thu 
oorough  counciJH ;  so  that  in  11^0 1  wo 
shall  have  certainly  thref\  and  possibly 
four,  elections.  When  we  Ji8k  the  people  | 
to  vote  in  siiuh  a  nuujber  of  elections,  they  j 
will  tell  UH  that  they  are  sick  and  tiied  i)i 
voting.  The  School  B^janl,  the  London 
County  Ct3uneil,  and  the  new  lujrough 
councils  are  hmlies  of  such  an  imp>rtaiit 
character  that  we  are  anxious  for  the 
electorate  of  London  to  take  an  interest  in 
their  election  hy  voting.  My  own  ex- 
pt'Tience  in  these  Iwal  matters  is  that 
where  you  have  a  constant  recurrence  of 
elections  you  cannot  get  the  people  to 
take  an  interest  in  tlhom,  and  for  that 
reason  I  will  support  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  LOUGH  (Islington,  W.) :  These 
numeiTois  elections  on*  very  expensive, 
and  the  Ix^nctit  conferred  hy  this  Amend- 
mont  w*ould  l»e  \<^vy  much  appreciated  in 
the  divisions  refen^od  to.  Upon  this 
pi>int  I  desii-e  lo  claim  the  atlcntiim  of 
the  House,  because  I  am  suit5  that  this 
matter  rec|uii\'a  more  consideration  than 
has  yet  Wen  given  to  it.  The  clause 
deals  with  the  number  f>f  couticiOors 
which  shall  be  allotted  to  each  wanl. 
Take  my  particular  division.  It  has  live 
wartls,  ami  the  nunilicr  for  i^ach  waul  are 
to  1)6  selected  having  i-eganl  to  nite^ble 
value  and  populatioiK  That  wouhl  be 
extremely  difficult,  but  we  might  get  over 
it  But  mark  the  Cither  eondition-  that 
the  selection  of  the  numlw^r  must  bo 
divisil^le  by  thii?e.  It  must  t*o  cither 
throe,  six,  or  nine,  and  you  canni>t  have 
four,  five,  seven,  eight,  or  ten.  It  is  haffl 
enough  to  obmrrve  the  eonditiiHrs  with 
reganJ  t^j  }Kipulsiti(Mi  an<l  niteahle  value, 
but  when  you  divide  by  three  you  put  a 
burden  upon  the  pt^-nph*  which  will  prrive 
to  bo  very  onerous.  This  is  no  fancied 
argument,  and  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Cten- 
tieiuan,  whri  has  nil  through  ado|iti?d  a 
conciliatory  attitude,  will  give  it  (-areful 
conaitleration.  The  S(»Hcitor-C^neral  was 
not  very  strong  in  opiK»sir»g  this  Amend- 
nient,andhenp[jn»achcd  it  in  the  way  which 
he  grn<M'ally  {id«*pts  when  he  wants  to  draw 
a  lilt!  ■  niMPo  o(nnion  fnmi  the  Uou^\  In 
every  ward  you    prevent    ^|    number  of 


councillors  that  might  Iw  suitable,  l>ecaus6 
the  number  nuist  l>e  divirled  by  three. 
Everyone  is  agreed  tluit  iji  most  of  these 
divisions  the  triennial  system  will  be 
adopted.  Wc  are  n<iw  trying  to  ride  Ixith 
horses  as  the  Bill  stands,  and  therefore  I 
would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
give  this  proposal  his  careful  con- 
sideration. 

*SiR  E.  CLAKKE  (Plymouth):  I  hope 
my  right  hoiu  friend  will  not  be  induced 
by  compliments  |>asscd  upon  his  con- 
ciliatory disp<:isition  to  al^andon  what  is 
really  an  important  part,  of  this  Bill  by 
accepting  what  is  a  very  uttreasoriable  and 
a  somewhat  ungracious  Amendment,  The 
question  was  fully  argued  when  the  sub- 
ject of  triennial  elections  was  discussed, 
and  strong  opinions  were  expressed  on 
l)oth  sides.  I  hold  myself  a  very  stmng 
opinion  in  favour  of  armual  elections,  and, 
as  eo  much  has  l>een  s<iid  alMnit  a  larger 
public  interest  l>eing  aroused  by  triennial 
elections,  I  cannot  help  rememl*eriug  the 
mischief  that  has  been  done  hy  the 
constant  intervention  of  political  or- 
gamsation.  There  is  really  nothing  in 
the  objecVion  that  has  just  been  made, 
and  which  my  right  hon.  friend  ia  so 
solemnly  exhorted  to  take  into  con- 
sideration. The  Iwundaries  \nll  be 
fixed  with  due  n^gaid  tn  population  and 
ratealile  value  in  such  prcrporttun  as  will 
make  them  fairly  equal.  The  Government 
made  a  great  concession  by  inserting  a 
clause  under  which  it  wjis  left  to  tlie 
borough  council  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  arlilressing  the  Locnl  Govcrument 
Bnard,  when  that  application  represented 
the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  whole 
council,  to  have  the  election  once  in  three 
years.  That  wjvs  a  consideialtle  conces- 
sion. It  Wits  a  eonipnimise  which  ha^ 
been  fnmkly  accepted  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
l»er  for  the  Tower  Hamlets,  atid  surely  it  is 
very  unreasonable,  under  the  cover  of 
eumpliments,  to  endeavour  now  to  upset 
this  decision. 

Mr.  BANBURY  (Camberwell,  Peck- 
ham)  :  I  was  very  stnmgly  in  favour  of 
triennial  election.^  when  the  question  came 
up,  but  in  view  of  the  fwt  that  the 
Government  made  a  concession  in  Com- 
'  mitUjc  in  favour  of  trienjual  elections,  I 
I  fe*d  it  my  duty  upon  this  occiision  to 
support  the  (Tovernment, 

The  H«>u^  divider  I  :  Ayes,  245 ;  Xw8| 
89,    ( Di visioiij  List  No.  1>  2. ) 
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Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
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Stone,  Sir  (ienjamin 
Straofia^  Arthur 
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Teniittfit,  lt»n»M  Jolm 
Thorbnrn,  WuJRt 
Thornton,  Perry  M, 
Toiiilinson,  \\\  E<lw.  Murray 
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lleaiimonl,  Weut worth,  i\  B. 
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itolton,  Thnmai^  Dolling 
HroadhurBt,  Henry 
Hnjnner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Huchanan,  Thoniaa  Kybum 
UumB,  John 
Caldwell,  Jame8 
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CarvilK  ratrinktieo.naiutltim 
Charming,  Franci**  AllsLon 
CharringtoD,  Spencer 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
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Davitt,  Michael 
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WanUlyn,  Jann 
Warr»  Au^u'^tiia  Frederick 
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Wet)Kter.Sirl{J'l(l.  uf  Wight) 
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W'illiama,  CoL  H.  (Dora^i) 
William!*,  Joseph  l\-  (Birm.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
WiJgon^Jolm  (Falkirk) 
NUES. 

liold,  (Jharles 
Umirley,  Sir  Edward  T. 
Gardoo,  Sir  William  R 
Harwnocl,  George 
Ho<lderwipk»  Thomas  C,  IL 
Hold  en,  Sir  Angun 
Hid  land,  \\\  H.  (York,  W.  H.) 
Homiman,  Fruderick  John 
Ja^'oby.  .Fames  Vlfrod 
Kinltx'h.  Sir  John  George  S. 
KitMon,  Sir  Jame^ 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawson,  Sir  W .  (Cumberland} 
Len^,  Sir  John 
LewiH,  John  Herliert 
Lloyd 'George,  T  Jar  id 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lyerl,  Sir  Leonard 
MacAleene.  Daniel 
MacDonnell,  J»riL\(Qneen*8C 
MacNeili,  John  Gordon  Swift 
i\p<^artftn,  Michael 
M*(ihee,  Richard 
NPKenna,  Reginald 
Maddison,  FretL 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  (Whitechi) 
Morton,  E,  J.  C.  (Devonnort) 
Norton,  Capt*  Cecil  William 
NuAiwy,  Thomas  W^ ill  ma 
O'Brien,  J.  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool; 
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Wilson-Tmld,  W.  H.  (Yoiks.) 
Wodehoiise,  UtHnK.K  (Bath) 
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W'ylie,  'Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyvill,  Mannaduke  D'Arcy 

Young,  Com  niander  ( Berks,  E. ) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— Sir 
William  Walrond  and  Mr. 
Anstruther. 


I 


Other  Aniondments  made. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON:  This  daiise 
was  pnictically  U^ken  from  the  I^ocal 
Government  Act  of  1894,  and  the  words 
I  now  move  to  omit  are  words  which 
do  not  find  any  place  m  that  Act, 
They  se^m  to  me  to  restnct  the  possi- 
bility of  lioronghs  ha\'ing  full  liberty 
to  adopt  the  annual  system.  In  an  ex- 
treme case,  if  a  certain  proportion  of  the 
70  memljcns  were  to  stay  away  they  could 
prevent  the  atloptioTi  of  the  system  of 
triennial  elections.  I  am  afraid  that  if 
these  woitIs  are  left  in  they  might  put 
considerable  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the 
acioption  of  this  provision.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, that  the  Government  will  accept  this 
Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  in  ClaitHO  2,  iiaj^  2;  line  33«  to  le&ve  out 
from  *  imriMjse'  to  'make*  in  line  84.** — {Mr, 
Sydney  Buxton.) 

Queation  projKiaed — 

"Ttmt  the  words  pmpoaed  t-o  be  left  out 
I  itiAd  part  of  the  olaiaiBe/* 


Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Dmrham) 
Pickard,  Benjandn 
Richardson,  ,L  ( Durham,  S.E) 
Kickett,  J,  Conipton 
Robson,  W^Oliani  Snowdon 

Samuel,  J-  (Stockton  on  Tee^) 
Shaw,  CharleftEdw.  (SiaiFord) 
Shaw, Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarwhire) 
Smith,  Saniuel  (Flint) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Wi^^tmeath) 

Thomas,  Alel(C/armarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  A,  (Olamortjan,  E.) 
Trovtdyan,  Charlea  Fhilipa 
Tullv,  Jfuiper 
Woffderburn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  tlalloway 
Whtttaker^  Thomas  Palmer 
W^illianiH,  John  V.  (Noit«,) 
Wills,  Sir  William  Henry 
Wilson,  diaries  Henry  (Hull) 
Wilson,  Fi'edk.   W.  (Norfolk) 
WiUon.  H,  J.  iVork,  W.R.) 
Wilson,  Jidin  (Durham,  Mid,) 
Wilson, J.  H,  (Middle.'^brough) 
Woodljou&e.SirJ.T.(H'dd'r9fd 
Youn*^,  Samuel  (Cavan.  FM»t) 
ThltAA.m     FOR    THK     NoKS— 

Mr,    Pickersgili    and     Mr* 

St^adman. 

M^.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  •  I  trust 
the  House  will  retain  the  Bill  aa 
it  Hf/w  stands,  I  ought  to  say  that 
at  the  time  this  ehiuse  was  julopted  I  ex- 
pressed grave  apprehensions  at  the  deter- 
mination which  the  London  Mem  hers  had 
arrivcil  at  to  mlopt  a  system  which 
certainly  could  not  prove  acceptalde  if 
extended  U)  the  provinces.  But  the 
general    opinion    was   fio   strong   among 

lAinrlijU  Members  that  I  made  a  concession, 
and  we  arrived  at  a  compromise  which 
Wiis  this-  that  the  couucils  thinnselves 
should  have  practically  the  p*>wer  of 
a^Jopting  the  triennial  system  in  pre- 
ference to  the  annual  system,  but  it 
ehoidd  be  done  only  on  the  condition  that 
a  distinct  and  af^solutu  majority  were  in 
favour  of  it.  It  will  be  of  (served  that  if 
the  hon.  Member's  Ameiulment  is  carried 
and  the  words  in  the  Bill  to  which  ho 
objects  are  loft  out,  it  woidd  bo  possible 
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for  one-tbinl  <»f  thr  Mi'iii!»  ih  t*j  make  this 
greut  change,     Thsit  would  not  be  carry- 
ing out  the  intention  of  the  House,  and  I  j 
tniat  that  the  hon,   Gentlenmn  wi\]  not  I 
iiiaist  upon  a  division.  I 

Mr.  STUAKT  (Shoredich,  Hoxtun) :  I  I 
shoidd  1hi  glinl  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 1 
man  could  see  his  way  to  adopt  this 
Amendment,  hut  I  nse  to  call  his  attf^n- 
tion  to  another  point  upon  which  I  will 
not  make  a  motion,  but  which  is  closely 
aasociatefl  with  this  i|ue8tioTi,  and  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentle  man  may  sec  his 
way  to  deal  with  in  another  place.  It 
beai-a  upon  triennial  elections,  and  the 
point  is  that  it  would  he  extremely  in  the 
interests  of  London  elcct<jrs  generally  if, 
wherever  a  triennial  election  \A'as  ordered 
by  the  Local  Government  Bojini,  it  could 
l>e  orrlered  for  the  year  IDOQ,  or  one  of 
the  three  years  dating  therefrom. 

Amendment  negatived, 

Mr.  COURTNEY:  The  Amendment 
I  now  !>cg  to  move  is  one  which  was  sul>- 
mitted  to  the  House  in  Committee,  and 
after  a  slight  discussion  I  withdrew  it. 
The  object  of  the  Amendment  is  very 
simple.  We  all  know  tliat  tlie  experience 
of  municipa!  contests  shows  that  the 
power  of  appointing  aldermen  has  often 
been  abused,  first  of  all  liy  the  wir't;- 
pullers  of  the  party  securing  the  election 
pf  all  the  aldennen,  and  then  by  those 
ildormen  joining  in  the  election  of 
aubsequent  aldermen.  The  Amendment 
I  propose  is  very  simple  in  its  operation, 
and  will  ins^uie  the  election  of  aldermen 
by  the  minority  to  an  extent  conesponib 
iiig  to  the  position  which  that  minority 
holds.  It  can  best  be  explained  by  an 
example.  A  council  should  never  exceed 
60  memberH^  so  that  with  the  aldermen 
one  in  10  the  courwil  should  never  exceed 
70.  The  common  council  of  60  comes  to 
elect  its  aldennen,  and  under  the  present 
system  the  majority  of  'M  could  elect  the 
whole  10  aldennen,  thus  converting  a 
majority  of  2  in  the  rmtire  council  mto 
a  majority  of  1 2.  Now,  what  I  propoae 
ia  that  in  the  fir^t  eleetion,  where  60  will 
have  to  elect  10  aldermen,  that  when  6 
of  the  council lijir  yjin  t^ngether  they  shall 
be  able  to  nominate  one  alderman,  and 
that  all  those  six  councillors  shall  imme- 
diately retire  from  taking  any  other  pait 
1*1  the  election.  The  renult  of  that  woulil 
hd,  that  if  there  wju^  a  majority  of  14- 
that   is   tJ  gay  J  if  the  coimcil  was  com- 

Mr  J,  J,  BalfawT 


posed  of  3G  mcmliers  on  the  one  side  aiiti 
24  on  the  other,  the  36  would  elect  ft 
aldermen,  and  the  24  four,  whieh  would 
give  e^ch  side  proportionate  rcpredetiCi' 
tion.  LTiider  the  present  system  the  ex- 
perience in  many  of  oiir  ix>i'OHgh^  htf 
shown  us  that  the  election  of  aKlermeo 
has  been  a  matter  of  great  je;tlonsy,  %iid 
this  has  also  been  the  ease  in  the  LornluTi 
County  t^ouncil.  In  the  London  Comnlj 
Council  a  simple  majority  have  ,iJwiiTi 
had  the  p<:»wer  of  electing  the  whole  of 
the  aldermen.  By  this  aheratioii  it 
would  limit  the  numbi^r  which  thr 
majority  of  a  coiuicil  have  power  l«' 
elect,  and  give  a  choice  to  the  oiiiuiritv. 
The  matter  is  so  simple  that  nobody  c*mld 
pretend  to  misunderstand  it,  luid  thr 
machinery  is  so  simple  that  it  could  h<t 
go  wrong.  It  would  secure  the  end  wbidi 
we  all  have  in  view%  which  145  the  additi(fl 
to  the  members  of  the  council  of  m 
entirely  new  element,  and  it  woiild  U*  a 
simple  means  of  solving  what  is  ackium- 
ledged  to  be  a  difficult  and  delicfitc  nin-4- 
tion,  and  one  which  raises  an  uude^ir&Uo 
feeling  at  the  beginning  of  the  careor  of 
every  council. 

Amendment  proposed— 

*'  In  Clttiase  2,  jMige  %   liiie  37.   at   etiil  u» 

(c)  *At  the  tirpt  election  of  alilertiien  aSX/ft 
the  passing  of  thi.**  Art  any  ^\\  eonnciU'T-  t"  '^ 
a|rree   in  nojiiiniitlng  one  pfi^oti  a^  ;  " 
ami  tlierenpoTt  such  Jjien*un  wludl  W 
electwl  as  al<b^rnjan.  and  tb*3   six  PaiimtlUr^ 
nominatini;  Iiini  shall  liave  no  further  \mj%  lo 
«iK"h   c*lectioii  ;    jiihI   that     every    HulMiNju'irtl 
triennial  election  of  al<lornien  any  twi'hr  conn 
•nllors    hiay  a«rree  in  noiranatinj^  une  | -t-  '.  -- 
ahlenimn*  :in*rtbereuiion  such  penuM 
tieclaretl  ele^'teil  a;*  aiilennan,  atui   tli 
councillors    Dotiilnatin;^    hitn   t^hall     have    tnt 
further  jMirt  in  such  election.* "— (J/r.CWrl^) 

Question  proposed— 

"That  those  wortk  be  there  inwrtecL"* 


Mk.  a,  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  see  no  rensoti 
for  alK^ri ng  the  view  which  I  expi'vceetl^ 
on  a  former  occasion  at  an  earlier  ^Me  0? 
the  Bill  that  this  Amendment  should  not 
bo  accepted.  1  agree  with  my  right  hon, 
friend  that  hi.  gehcme  has  the  great  .id  van- 
tage  of  being  exceedjnglv  limnle,  and  I 
do  not  Uunk  rhai  there  would  be  uny 
practical  dithculty  in  the  way  of  its  work- 
ing pi  op^-rly.  I  abo  agree  that  it  hju  thd- 
great  merit  of  prevetitiiig  the  elec*tion  nfj 
aldermen  being  iinrd  its  ri  machinm*  in 
favour  of  any  pjuticular  party,  but  whetW 
it  will  secuie  that  the  counciU  will  ubtum 
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a  lx*ttt*r  class  nion  as  Mvrmi.^n  1  gmvely 
(kuiln.  The  prm'tiail  result  wilHiu  th^iti* 
p*irtv  (4  six  counrillora  who  would  vi)l4.% 
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or  who  wi»uld  mwt  together  to  selfct 
their aklenmm^  might  exercise  their  choice^ 
ill  favour  of  indJviduak  for  whom  no 
pirty  wuiiUl  W  rirsixjiisii^lo  in  its  collec 
live  ciipiicity.  On  the  whole,  I  am  dis- 
posed to  think  that  the  re!*poiiHiliility 
which  nmst  attach  to  the organistxl  action 
of  a  party  must  produce  Wtter  results 
than  the  rchitively  irrespcmKiljle  action  of 
groupe  of  six  gentlemen  who  would  like 
to  elect  their  own  friends.  On  these 
grounds  I  feci  constrained  to  atihcn*  to 
my  former  deeij^ioru  and  if  my  right  hon. 
friend  thitikn  it  neceH^ary  to  divide  the 
Bouse  1  shall  feel  ohiiged  to  go  into  the 
lol^liy  against  him. 

Question  put,  anil  negativetl. 


Mr,  a,  J.  BALFOITR:  Perhaps  I 
might  remind  thit^  Hon.se  of  what 
oeeun^eil  witli  reganl  to  this  matter  on  a 
pixivious  occas^ion,  M'jjen  this  ipieation 
was  brought  forward,  1  did  my  best  to 
induce  the  House  to  accept  the  pniposal, 
liut  the  House,  after  by  no  means  a  brief 
tliscussion,  eanie  to  the  concltision  thfit  it 
wonlil  not  be  an  improvement  to  the  Bilb 
I  do  nt>t  wish  to  withdraw  fnim  the  i>08i- 
tion  that  I  then  took  up,  ami  under  the 
same  circumstances  1  8hnuld  take  tire  s;une 
course  again,  I  woulil  suggest  to  my 
right  hon.  friend  thai  it  is  liartlly  worth 
while  to  divi*le  thn  H«tn«<^  again  ujK>n  the 
subject. 


Mr,  COUKTNKY:  The  Bill  as 
stands  pmvides  that,  to  l>e  qualified  to  act 
fis  an  idderman  in  a  lMjrungh»  a  man  must 
)k*  qinditied  for  election  to  the  county 
council  in  that  particular  lK>rough.  My 
deMre  is  to  enlarge  that  (pialirtcation  so 
ai  to  extend  it  to  any  oue  who  is  oualified 
to  be  electeil  tm  a  eouneillor  for  any 
xsetroptlitan  iMirough  and  enable  him  to 
act  as  an  alderman  in  any  other 
metropolitan  Ixjrough,  Why  shoidd  wo 
limit  the  choice  of  the  electors  to 
itominaie  an  alderman,  seeing  that  the 
aldermen  are  chosen  by  the  eketors 
and,  of  course,  would  be  restxinsible  to 
them  ?  Persons  who  ar^*  tpjalified  to  be 
elected  as  aldermen  elsewhere  surely 
should  Ik?  qualified  to  be  eleetiHl  as 
aldermen  in  any  particuhir  iMirough.  It 
is  well  known  that  m  some  puna  of  the 
City  there  are-  men  who  have  peculiar 
qualifications  for  this  work  who  would 
not  be  eligible  as  the  Bill  now  stands.  In 
the  interest  of  the  freedom  of  voice  of  the 
electors,  1  think  this  woukl  Ik?  a  gn^at 
benefit,  while  on  the  other  hand  no  harm 
could  be  done  by  it  It  stmjily  enlarges 
the  power  of  choice,  and  if  that  is  ox- 
tended  it  will  only  be  used  in  the  rarest 
of  cases.     I  beg  to  move  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  propo«od — 

*'  tn  pa^  2,  Line  37.  at  the  end  of  Cl&iiAe  3, 
to  insert  the  wortl»,  '(d)  A  persoa  shall  be 
flUHltOeil  to  bo  fleet««l  ns  rihienium  in  any 
metnuHilitaM  lioroiigh  who  i«  tiUHlitu^i  to  ha 
elwt»Vl  it*  ciiunciUur  in  tho  wiiue  or  any  other 


Lr>ni>  H.  CECIL  (Greorwich) :  1  iioj>e 
the  House  will  see  ]u  way  to  a  crept  thiis 
AmondmetU.  It  id  quit<?  true  that  it  was 
raided  on  another  occiision^  liut  it  is  an 
'*  I  Amendment  of  gi\*at  imjxiMa nee,  and 
wince  that  time  many  n^pix^sentatives  may 
have  changed  their  t»pinions  upon  it. 
The  kind  nf  man  who  would  make  a  good 
altierman  might  %'ery  well  live  in  an*>th€r 
part  of,  London  and  «till  by  Reason  of  his 
business  connectiorj  have  a  very  real 
intcR-'St  in  a  psirtfcular district.  He  niight 
hjive  a  vi^il  caTiacity  fur  pulilic  btiHineas 
andan  earnest  desim  to  interest  liinmelf  in 
that  bfi rough.  80  far  as  I  can  ^ee 
I  cannot  <liseover  any  reason  why 
this  Amendment  ahoidd  not  be  accepted. 
It  will  only  ki  applied  in  cases  where 
there  aro  very  strong  reasons  for  going 
outside  the  iKirough,  and  surely  you  are 
not  going  to  say  by  statutory  enactment 
that  a  lK>rough  shall  not  be  able  to  go 
outside  to  elect  its  aldermen,  when  by  so 
doing  they  might  find  ideal  men  to  fit  the 
positifin. 


iittitrofMililHU  iKjroujrh*  "*- 
(Question  proposed^ 


\*\fi\  CourtfiMy,) 


'  That  those  word«  be  there  ioterted/* 


Mr.  STUAiiT:  I  should  have  1«?en 
content  to  give  a  silent  vote  on  this 
matter  if  then!  bail  beei\  a  desire  to 
discuss  the  question.  I  am  against  it  for 
the  reastins  that  this  propijsal  is  tigainst 
the  w  hole  principlei  of  UxmU  government 
in  England.  The  only  exception  is  that  of 
the  London  School  Boanl,  in  which,  no 
doubt,  there  was  a  reason  for  breaking 
the  precedent,  as  what  was  deaired  in  that 
case  was  to  get  escperts  in  education  on 
the  B<iard.  So  far  as  this  Bill  is  con- 
cerned, there  is  no  necessity  for  going 
outsitie  the  area  t»f  the  l>orough.  I  gave 
the  whole  argument  a^uliint  this  prr»posal 
on  a  pnnioiis  occasion,  and  tlierefore 
thero  10  no  rt^ason  for  entering  inuj  it 


Loiulm  Give.nmeiit 
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now.  The  bonnighs  of  London  rlo  not 
aak  for  Hldermen,  ami  lm\e  expressed 
general  dissatisfaction  at  the  idea  that  they 
are  going  tu  Ik?  put  upon  them,  and  if 
you  are  going  now  t^  allow  aldermen  to 
be  elected  fnjin  the  outside  you  will 
create  greater  dissatisfaction  than  already 
exists. 

♦  Sm  E.  CLARKE:  I  see  no 
reason  why  the  Amendment  ahouhl  not 
be  accepter!  at  once  if  what  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  has 
suggested  h  all  that  can  be  said  against  it. 
The  onlv  argument  which  ho  appears  to 
have  add'uced  h  that  if  you  get  outsitle 
the  iKirotighs  the  electors  may  elect  the 
wron'^'  man.  I  am  som*  he  has  so  little 
faith  HI  the  electors.  It  may  l>e  that 
there  are  perscms  who  by  long  residence 
or  business  were  once  connected  with  the 
b*>rough,  although  they  now  live  else- 
where, who  on  their  retirement  from 
business  are  taking  gre-at  interest  in 
public  life.  Yet,  as  the  Bill  now  stands, 
you  would  refuse  any  such  persons, 
although  the  Virrnigh  councils  might 
rtcognise  tbat  if  they  could  obtain  this 
experience  and  this  knowledge  that  he 
would  be  just  the  person  to  be  desired. 

Sm  J.  BRUNNER  (Cheshire,  North- 
^oh) :  I  desire  to  ctd\  attention  to  a  fact 
which  must  be  obvious  to  everylMMly  w^ho 
studies  the  reorganisation  of  large  busi- 
nesses of  the  present  day.  In  the 
manufacturing  parte  of  London  large 
businesses  are  being  turned  into  and 
worked  by  limited  eompanie*.  Now,  if  tbia 
Amendment  is  not  carrieil  the  man  whose 
interest  is  entirely  centre*!  in  the  locality 
in  which  his  busmess  is  will  find  himself 
deliarre^l  from  any  ihart  of  mAn«gement 
in  public  affaire.  All  these  are  good 
business  men,  awl  yet  they  will  be 
excluded  from  any  share  of  local 
government.  I  desire  to  support  the 
Amendment, 

Mr.     K     A.     GOULDING     (WUta, 
Deciles):  Various  arguments  have  been 
used  in  favour  of  the  Amendment.    It  has 
been  put  that  it  woiJd  afford  rich  men,  or 
ginde  men  wbo  waat  some  purpoee    in 
He*  an  opportunity  of  doing  service  to 
tbe  East  End  districts.      Again,  it  was 
said   that  it  would  enalJe  business  men, 
who  cfudd  not  give  time  tti  work  mi 
testdd  election,  to  be  brotight  in  as  a} 
meiL      Now    we  axe  told   tluit  il 
iH*b^>«i»  to  btfiow  upon  ibe  £ut  Er»^ 


London  the  patrona^  of  men  fftan 
Chelsea  and  the  West  K  •  wmiU 

come  to  the  East  to  air  i.  ;sw     W# 

have  seen  the  evnl  of  that  systeio  in  thi 
case  of  certain  aldermen  in  tJie  Loodoii 
County  Council,  who  were  broiiglit  ii 
not  tiecAUse  of  their  knowledge  of  mttai- 
cipal  afTairs  but  because  of  their  politacil 
services.  I  most  sincerely  hope  the  saD» 
canker  will  not  be  introiiuced  in  the  new 
municipidities,  and  I  tnint  that  the  boiw 
Mcnil»er  \^ill  not  press  hij*  A  met  id  mem  to 
a  di\ision.  The  matter  was  deckled  h 
Conmiittee  in  a  very  large  House,  and  llie 
vast  majority  of  the  Loiuifin  Membert 
voted  against  the  scheme  of  the  Amtni- 
ment. 

Captain  NORTON  (Ne^v 
W,) :  Surely  the  reply  to  what  ha- 
from  the  hon.  and  learne«l  Member  for 
Pl}inouth  as  to  those  who  are  so  vtrj 
anxious  to  serve  in  certain  areaa,  in  wlycli 
they  have  large  interests  and  in  whicb 
they  have  lived  in  former  times,  is  tlutt 
an  outlay  of  £10  wiH  give  them  a  qoaUi* 
cation  to  enable  them  to  sit  on  tli 
borough  council. 

♦Mb.  B.OTBURY  (CamlicrweH  Ptedt 
ham) :  If  this  Amendment  is  not  carried, 
the  new  lK)roughs  wiU,  I  think,  hi 
debarred  from  choosing  some  inf?n  m 
alderman  who  are  eminently  suited  far 
that  position,  I  have  a  striking  irHtaooi 
in  my  own  constituency  of  thij 
gentleman  in  question  is  not  of  my  wj 
thinking ;  he  was  a  Progressive  m< 
of  the  London  County  Council,  ami 
the  district  well  But  his  business  hai 
been  tiuned  into  a  limited  Liability  ct«h 
pany,  and  he  does  not  now  reside  in  the 
district.  Therefore,  unless  this  Amend- 
ment is  carried,  this  gentleman,  who  hat 
been  connected  with  the  place  few 
twenty-five  years  and  who  is  thorotighly 
capable  of  being  an  aldermsui,  will  be  pt^ 
vented  fnjm  serving  the  district  in  wlitd^ 
he  is  so  much  interested. 

♦Mil   KIMBER    (AWnd^wortb) :   Tte 

main  argument  oti  which  the  Amendj 

was  decitled   against  in  Conmiittee 

that  every  man  who  is  a  councillor  or 

alderman  is  put  in  the  position  ofadmini^ 

tering  the  funds  of  the  locaiity,  and  should 

be,  at  least*  one  of  those  who  contribute 

""*       '        '    lit  hardtliip 

ine^intos 

I  ac^  against  tim 
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a  man  is  going  to  convert  bira^siilf  into  a  j  looking  upon  the  nuitter  from  a  purely 
limiie*!  liahiiity  company  he  should  think  \  practiciil,  ntihtanan  point  of  view,  I 
of  what  ofli?ct  it  will  have  ;  and  in  the  i  tliiak  it  should  ho  adopted.  There  is, 
second  place,  if  he  wants  to  retain  his  for  instance,  the  chiiirninn  of  the  Shore- 
qualification  as  a  ratepayer,  it  in  very  easy  i  diteh  Board  of  Guiirdiaii^,  one  of  the  best 
for  hini  to  retain  some  of  the  propeity  in  i  admiiustrators  and  exponerus  of  the  Poor 


his  own  handjs.  In  all  the  arguments  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  mover  of  the 
Amendment,  or  of  those  who  followed 
him  on  the  same  side,  not  a  shiidow  of 
answer  was  given  to  the  statement  that 
it  would  ij  id  lice  irresponsihle  p<?rsons  to 
come  into  tlie  co  unci  is  from  the  outside 
and  squander  the  money  Ut  which  they 
ha<l  not  contrihuted.  iMtircover,  if  an 
outsider  were  allowed  to  l»c  elected,  a 
man  who  lived,  perhaps,  on  the  •►thcr  >side 
of  the  street  down  the  centre  of  wliich 


Law  that  the  horiHigh  ever  had.  He  is 
Tion-residcnt  and  would  bo  disqualified,  aa 
the  Bill  stands,  from  serNdng  on  the 
borough  council.  My  hon,  friend  who 
shares  with  me  the  representation  of 
Shoreditch  knows  perfectly  well  that 
many  of  the  leading  husinesses  in  that 
l>orough  have  lieen  ttirneci  into  a  limited 
comparnea^not  for  Iwigus  puiposes,  but 
for  expaiiijion — and  their  t>wnei'8  would 
now  be  rendered  ineligible,  Tlie  best  men 
fnmi  a  purely  local  point  of  view,  who 
ran  the  boundary  of  the  iK.irough  might  I  spend  nine  tenths  of  tlieir  time  and  their 
\)G  co-opted  to  the  borough  council,  and  t  money  freely  in  the  IcH^abty,  and  who  know 
there  urge  the  expenditure  of  money  upon  !>etter  than  most  men  what  the  needs  of 
that  very  street  to  the  benefit  of  his  the  public  are,  would  lie  excluded  from 
property,  although  he  would  not  pay  a  taking  part  in  local  government.  I  con 
penny  of  the  rates  for  it.  One  of  the  '  fess  frankly  that  that  w**)uld  l>e  a  great 
great  objects  of  the  Bill  is  to  enable 
localities  to  mamigo  themselves  in  lt>cal 
affairs ;  but  if  the  Amendment  is  carried 
there  is  no  reason  why  certain  carpet- 
bag^rs,  whose  strings  are  pulled  by 
ixjiitical  association?,  should  not  be  elected 
all  over  London  into  half  a  dozen  eon- 
tituencies  to  work  for  these  politicals 
Msociations. 


♦iMr,  J.  LOWLES  (Shoreditch,  Hagger- 
fiton) :  I  voted  against  this  Amendment 
in  Committee,  but  I  confess  I  have  since 
changed  my  mind.  I  am  still  opposed  to 
the   principle   of   the    Amendment,  but. 


mistake,  and  1  hope  that  on  this  occasion 
the  House  will  reverse  its  judgment,  and 
give  the  l>o rough  councils  the  permissive 
powder  to  elect  men—not  poUtical  carpets 
baggers — but  men  who  are  part  of  the 
real  life  of  the  district,  and  are  best  quali- 
fied to  represent  the  distnct,  although 
for  the  reasons  stated  they  may  Ije 
technically  not  on  the  mte  Iwanl  in 
dividually. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided.     Ayes,  67  ;  Noes, 
139.     (Division  List  No,   173). 
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Anstnither,  H,  T. 
AiTol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson.  Kt.  Hon.  .John 
Halfour,  Kt.  Hn.  A.J.  (Manch'r) 
liaHour,Kt,  HriCi.W.  (Leeds) 
1  Ian  bury,  Fre<lerick  <  ieorge 
Bftrnea/Freiiorit?  iioreli 
|Seafh,Ut. Hn.Sr.  M.  H.( Bristol 
BetheU,  < /uniniaader 
Bigwoo<l,  .faniiw 
lyundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Brooktield,  A.  Mont-agu 
Bryce,  It t.  Hon.  James 
BuUanb  ^ir  Harry 
Cecvb  lx^rd  Hugb  (Greenwich) 
Chalonefp  Captain  R,  G.W- 
Chaplin,  Kt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrini^toii.  Sjjem-er 
Cohen.  Bftijamin  i^ouU 
Corbett, A-Camfirnn  (<  iliw^gow) 
Corawaili!*,  Fieurie^  S.  \\\ 
Courtney, Kt.  Hon   Leonard  H. 
Doxford,  WilUani  T hem! ore      I 
Finlayi  Sir  Hu1>orl  Bauuaryne  i 

Mr,  Kimbcr. 


AYES, 

Fiaher,  Williani  Hayea 

Flan  aery,  Sir  Fortescoe 

Garfit.  Williani 

Giblw.Hn.  A.G.  H.(CityofLond 

frordon^  Hon,  John  Ed  ware! 

GorstJUHon.  Sir  John  Eldon 

Hayne,RL  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 

HilXSirEdwardStock  (Bristol) 

Hoi*tiiniaa,  Frederick  John 

Howard,  JoHeph 

Hub)«rd,  Hon.   Evelyn 

Ilu^he»,  Col<inel  Edwin 

tCnowle^,  heea 

Lftfone,  Alfred 

I^wi^,  John  H*srbert 

Lon  jr,  K  t.  H  n .  Walter  ( Liverp'  I ) 

Lowles,  John 

Mac^lona,  John  (Jumniing 

Maclver*  David  (Liverpool) 

M'KUlop,  .lamcR 

Manners,  Lord  Edw,  Wni,  J. 

Middleinorw,  J-  Throi^iorton 

Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (I)cptford) 

Mttutx.  riiilip  A. 


I  Murray,  RL  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute 
Pier[>oint,  Rol>ert 
I  *  rice,  Ro  l>er  t  .1  u  h  n 
liiokett,J.  Co  nip  ton 
liitehie,  Ht.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Slmrfie,  Williaiu  Edwnrd  T, 
Sid©l»ottorii/l\  H.  (Stalyhr.) 

I  Smith,  Hon,  W,  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Tall)ot,liLHn.J.G,(Ox.  Cniv. 
Tonilinj^on,  Wm  Edw.Mtjrray 
TrevHlyAn,  Charle-^  riulips 
Tritton,  Charlft^  Ernest 
Webhtcr.Sb-R.  E,  ( l^leuf Wight 
Whitniore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  JohnCarvell(  Notts.) 
Willoz,  Sir  John  ArchibiLld 
Wortley.  Rt.  Hn,  C.  B,  Stuart* 
AVyndham,  Georce 
Young,CommaDaer(BerkB,  £.) 

Tellers  for  Triii  Ayes— 
Sir  Edward  Clarke  and  Sir 
John  Brunner. 


Allan,  William  (iiftteshead) 
Austin,  Sir  .John  (Yorkshire) 
Austin,  M,  (Liiiierick,  W,) 
Bji  t  U* y .  .  J  a r  n en  { W al  w of  lI  \ ) 
Hal  canes,  Ijnd 
IkivUm,  Dunbar  riunkut 
iSatharst,  Hon.  All»?n   Ufr-nj. 
Beckett,  Krnu>t  WilJiaiti 
Ubownag^roe,  Sir  M.  jM. 
Hill»on,  Alfreii 
Bouliiois,  Kiliiumd 
KoufiHekl,  \\  illiara   Itobert 
Brcxulliurst,  Henry 
JinrnH,  .Pohii 
rakhv^ll,  rlaitu39 
Oauipbdl,  .k  IL  M,  (Dublin) 
f'aiviU,  Tatridi   (!.  Tlamilton 
r»wlt:y,  I'rederick 
('ImnilierUin,  *h  A.  (Worc'r) 
Chan  n in;:,  Kmnd^  Allston 
CI ou «*  1 1 ,  Will  I II r  n  w  e n 
Cochrane.  Hon,  T.  H.  A,  E, 
CoL'hilk  Doufjla-s  Harry 
Conings,  lU,  Hon.  . I  esse 
(*ook,  Fred.  ]awrb  (Lambeth) 
Vixikm,  C.  W.  U.  {Hereford) 
Cripps.  Chairles  AltVetl 
Cunan.  Tlioinuj^  tSli;^o,  S.) 
Ctirzon,  Viw?uiint 
Balbiat'.  Tolonel  l*hilip  Hii^h 
Dalkeitb,  Karl  of 
Hairy  in  pie.  Sir  Char  lew 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Don*;an,  I'.  C, 

DougUv*,  Ui.  Hon,  A.  Akers- 
Drucker,  A, 

Duni'oinbii,  Hon.  Hnl>ert  \\ 
Evan;*,  Samuel  T.  (iHatnorgan 
Felltiwes,  Hon.   Ailwyu  Edw. 
Fenwii'k,  Cliarliis 
Finch,  (it!<»i-i|f«  H. 
Firliank.  -lot^eph  Thonia?* 
Flower,  E  in  est 
Forsster.  Heniy  William 
Fti^ter,  Cokitifl  ( Lancaster) 
GibliunH,  .L  Lloyd 
GodrUrd,  Dariiel  Ford 
GodBon,  Slir  Augustus  Fredk. 


[COMMONS} 

NOES. 

Gold s worti ly ,  M a jor^ General 
Crreville.  Hon    Konald 
<inr(hin.  Sir  Win.  Hranipton 
Hjimilton,  !U.  Hn.  LordGeorge 
Hanbnry.  KL  Hn,  Huhert  Wnu 
HarwiMif],  I  leor^e 
Hi-alh,  .laTiiei* 
H  Bat  on,  John  Hennikor 
Hernion  H<Ml;^e,  IL  Trotter 
Hoate,  Ed.  Hrodie(  HaTopst^sad 
HoOatML  Win,  H.(VorkAV,R,> 
}L>w<dl,  William  Tudor 
HutfdvifiHon.Capt.G.W.  Grioe- 
J(3nkins.  Sir  John  .Jones 
Jftss<el,  CapL  Herliert  Merton 
Kciirley,  Hudson  E. 
Keswick,  William 
Kiudier,  Henry 
Lamlicrl,  George 
Law  sun,  John  tiriint  (York^.) 
LeesPj  Sir  Jt*?*.  F.  (Accrington) 
Len].:,  Sir  .lohn 

L I  e  w  el  I  y  n ,  E  v>i  n  H .  { Son  i  erse  t ) 
Ll6\velyn,Sirl)ilhvyn-tSw'nsa 
Lura^'Sba4hvell,  William 
Lvtteltmi,  Hon.  AllVciI 
^fac.Xlec-t^  Haniel 
Mad  are.  Sir  Juhn  William 
M' Arthur,  <.liarlet*  tLivt:r|HJol) 
M'Ghee,  Kifltard 
M'Kenna,  Kf  j^nald 
Miiddison,  Fre^L 
Majdc,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Mellor,   Colonel    (Liincashire) 
Mihvard,  Colomd  Victor 
Miiiita;;u,  Sir  Si  Whitt!cha|)<3l) 
>toreJioi>t  Ja,sper(Shrop*<lure) 
MorpLrLHn.Fred.iMoiini  tlmh, 
Morrell,  George  Her  herb 
Moitofu  Edw-  J.  C.(Devonp't 
Nicut  Diinahl  Ninian 
Nttrtfiu,  Capt.    Cecil  William 
( J'(  'onnnr,.Janie!^i  WickluwAV . 
Pi3aKe,  Jof*eph  A.  (XorthumK) 
Penn,  .lohn 

HiilliK>ttf.. CflpI ain  Arthur 
I'ickard,  Ikiijaniin 
Fickersgill,  Edwartl  Hare 


Powell »  Sir  Francis  Sb&ni 
PryeeJone-ft,  Lt.  Col.  £u«vit 
Purvis,  RoViert. 
Rirhard?*^  Henry  Charlei* 
Hicbardson.SirThrwj  Hartlrpl 
Ridley  jUJhi.SirMattKewW. 
Hoberti«tm,  Herbert  (Hftrktiey) 
Uussell  T.  \\\  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limelioii^^ 
Samuel,  J,  (Suwj'kton  cm  JWi 
Scoble,   Sir   Andrew    Ricbak 
Seton  Karr,  Henry 
Shaw,   Thomas   ^Haw^ick  Rt 
Simeon.  Sir  Han inj^ton 
'  Smith,  Samuel  iFTini) 
Stanley,  Lord  1  Lanes.) 
Steadman,  W'iUiAm  Charle* 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Itenjamin 
Stuart,  Jamesi  ^Shureditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  OVef^tmeatb) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Thornton,  Percy  JVL 
Tully,  Jasper 
Csbonie,  Thomaa 
Valentia,  Visconnt 
I   Walroud,  Rt.  Hon.  SirWm.H 
I  Waliori,  Joseph  (Banisley) 
I   Warr,  /Vugustus  Freilerick 
Webster,  H.  G.  (St.  IVuicrw^^ 
Wed der burn,  Sir  WiUiam 
Weir,  James  (lalloway 
Whart<m,  Ut.Hon.Jobn  Lloyd 
Whiteley,  H. ( Asbton-under-L 
\N'hittalcer,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams.  J.  Powell-  (Bimi,) 
I  WilKori,  Fre<l  W,  (Norfolk! 
WiW>ii,  Henry  Jj York.W.R| 
Wilsi«i,  John  (Durham,  Mid-) 
W  i  Ison ,  J  oh  11  ( Fal  kirk ) 
Wil!Wu,.ros.  H  J  Middles bfiTOgh 
Wn<KU,  Samuel 
Wylie,  Alexander 

TELLKKK     F4)rt    THE      NCIJ.3^ 

Mr*     Goukling     and     Mr. 
Miu'ks. 


Sni  IL  n  FINLAY:    1  Leg  n.  move 
an  AmeiidnTeiit  provitbng  tbut  tht^  duties  j 
in  connoeticin  with  registnuiim  Hboiihl  Le  ' 
tUachmgiHl   hy  the  ti>wrj   ek-rk.       In  tbe  | 
boroughs  gi?nL«ra!ly  tbiji  diitios  uf  n-gistt*!!- ' 
tion  arc  tiiiijvvn  on   the  town  clerks  nml 
over  see  rj*.      hi    London   there  it^  no  town 
clerk  at  present,  and  tbe  duties  of  regis-  , 
tratitm   are   discharged    hy  fH*r8on8    who  I 
ordinarily  perform  the  duties  « J  returning  ' 
officer  .md  are  named  hy  the  Sht^rilT    The 
object  of  the  Amendment  h  to  make  it 
clear   that   io    the   boroiigbft    the    duties 
rchiting  Uj  registration  Mhall  be  diseharged 

bV    the   town    rhrks   nn     iIh'     LnrnU'dl    inOn- 

cil 

Amendineiit  proposed  - 

"In  pai^e  :i.  line  24,   iiiler  the  wiioIh   *tOwn 
clerki  U»  in^«Mi  the  wiuiif,    and    hha)]  U  the 


town  iderk  within  the  jneariin^'  of  ttio  AcU 
relatiiii,'  to  the  rc»p!*ti*ation  of  tsl«!ctor9,*  '*— 
{Mr.  Sulicitfjr-GrnfrnL ) 

yucstion  proposed    - 

"  Tliat  tliOHu  wonln  lie  there  itif*i»rte«L * 

Mk.  STUAKT:  I  hiive  an  Ametidmencl 

on  tbe  paper   pivviding   that    registration! 
matters  may  be  dealt    with   by  the  towu] 
clerk  or  his  assi.stant.     I   do  not  want  my  I 
Atuendmeiil  to  be  ruled  out  of  oitler  by! 
the  pa.ss(»ge  of  the  Solicittir-Genend  s,  ^mdJ 
theivforo  probably  1  fcthall  be  in  oitirr  if  l| 
were  to  move   that   in   the  Amentlment] 
proposed  by   the  Solieitor-Cieneni!,   after 
the  wordn  "  t^mri  elerk  "  the  wonls  **i>r 
hi?i     deputy ''    .-hou!d     be    iuHerliiL      it 
might  possibly    liappen    thai    the    town 
eleik  may  take  a  **troii^  politje^l  \m% 


I 


I 


cotiseqnently  not  be  tniRt^d  in  respoci  to 
the  iraniaiicUtiTi  of  re^i*Triition  Iulsiikhs, 
and  I  therefore  auggeat  that  the  words 
"  or  his  rleputy "  should  he  added. 
I  do  not  wish  to  go  uutaide  the  right 
hen.  Gentleman's  arrangement  or  coni- 
proniise.  It  seems  to  me  his  object  is  to 
get  perfional  resjM)n«iliilit y  in  I'espect  to 
the  making  up  of  the  register,  and  if 
this  BilJ  creates  the  town  clerk  a  respon- 
aihle  authority,  as  it  thx^s,  wc  sliould  get 
out  of  a  very  serious  dithetdty  if  we  put 
in  the  wortU  '^>i'  a  registration  otficijr 
apj><jinteil  by  tlie  bor'ough  coimeil  for 
that  purpose."  1  do  not  wish  to  weaken 
the  light  hon.  Gentleman's  compromise. 
I  accept  it ;  but  1  propiae  to  get  out  of 
the  difficulty  connected  with  it  by  substi- 
tuting for  the  town  clerk  the  town  clerk 
or  his  deputy. 

Amenrlment  proposml  to  the  proposed 
Amendment^ 

"After  the  woril  'and,'  to  iiiMeit  the  wonls 
*  he  or  tht*  registration  oHicer  npfwiiUeil  Uy 
the  hurough  ccnincil  sis  hereinafter  provided/  ' 
— (Mr.  Jame»  Sttiari, ) 

Question  pnjposed — 

**  TluU  those  yvt}Tdn  Im3  there  ins*?rted  in  the 
proposed  AJiietiditient/' 

♦Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea):  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  First  I^ord  of  the 
Tre^isury,  in  making  the  town  clerk 
aupremely  re3p4msibie  in  these  niatters, 
has  done  over3rthi ng  we  could  reasonably 
hope  for.  The  greater  includes  the  less, 
and  the    town  clerk,  having  l>een  miwie 

sponsible  for  the  voters'  list  and  the 
Bre*  work,  would  neeessarily  lie  re- 
^iponaible  for  any  deputy  ap|jointed  to 
discharge  a  section  of  the  work.  I 
have  no  fear  that  the  town  clerk 
will  allow  political  genymandering  to 
sway  him  t(»  any  nmterial  extent ;  but 
if  inclineil  to  be  operated  on  in  that 
direction,  the  km  he  wituld  incur  tiy  being 
found  out,  aini  the  penalty  he  would  h;ive 
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to  pay,  would  be  so  gicit  that,  aitJirt  from 

I  inclination,  there  would  be  a  trenieiKlons 

deterrent.     May  I   point  out  to  the  hon. 

Member  for  Shoreditch  that  economy  and 

,  efficiency  are  op|>of<ed  to  such  a  nuiltipli- 

I  city    of  offieiala.      If   the    rcsponi^ibility 

for  all  those  duties  is  fixed  on  the  town 

clerk,  I  believe  the  money   will  be  saved 

to  the  ratepayers,  and  if  the  First  Lord  of 

the  Treasury  could  suggest  some  means 

hy  which  piillrng  otiieer?i  should  luive  less 

than   the  two  guineas   a  day   they  now 

receive,  I  shoidd  strongly  support  him. 


Mn.  K.  G.  WKBSTER  (St.  Pancras, 
K) :  I  entirely  agree  with  the  ubservar 
tions  of  the  hon.  Membtr  for  Battersea, 
and  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  town  clerk, 
when  appointed,  will  be  like  C^esar^s  wife 
— al>ove  suspicion.  I  did  not  put  down 
any  Amendment,  such  as  I  did  to  the 
London  County  Council  Bill,  making  town 
clerks  ineligilile  to  sit  in  this  House, 
because  it  was  pointed  out  to  me  that  it 
would  1h3  unnccoss/iry,  because  these  gen- 
tlemen would  probably  not  be  amenalilo 
to  political  influences.  I  thoroughly  sup- 
p4>rt  the  proposal  of  the  Solicitor-OeneraL 
I  think  it  is  necessjiry  for  us  to  give  these 
powers  exclusively  to  town  clerks,  and  it 
18  very  desirable  that  they  should  be  solely 
responsible  and  that  there  should  be  no 
devolution  to  juiybiMlv  else. 


TiiE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight)  I 
hope  the  Mouse  will  tjot  accept  this 
Amendment.  In  the  first  place,  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary,  nr  that  it  is  based  on  a 
right  principle*  Itecaune  it  picks  out  one 
p^irticular  p;or  nf  rhi-   diitir  s  wliiili  vmidd 


I 
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fall  on  the  town  clurk  and  gives  him 
special  authority  to  appoint  a  deputy  to 
discharge  ihenh  I  have  heen  anticipated 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Battersea  in 
many  of  my  objectiona  to  this  Amend- 
ment. My  own  opinion  is  that  some 
words  may  be  necessary  to  enable  the 
borough  councils  to  give  the  town  clerks 
assistancti  by  way  of  deputy  or  otherwise, 
but  the  rcBponsibilily  for  the  work  should 
in  my  judgment  remain  with  the  town 
elerk 

Amendment   to   the  proposed  Amend- 
ment, by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  : — 


mti 


m 


them  at  2 J  per  cent,     I  complain  th*t,  all 
present,  the  London  County  Council  ntisl 
up  the  question  of  siinctioning   the  law  | 
with  the  question  of  lending  the 
and  I  maintain  that  the  two  are 
different  questions.     If    the    Amenaiutm 
is    accepted     by     the      House,     it    irid] 
result   in     advantage     to     the     hiir 
councils     and    to    the    Loitdon 
CunrK'il  itself,  and  for  this  reason  :  In  tte^ 
first  place,    they    could    always    refui<e  if  1 
they  think  it  rights  in   whieh   caec  there  | 
would  be  a  prompt   appeal  ;    and,  in   tbf 
secnnd  place,  the  Loudon  County  Council 
would  not  be  granting   money   ?or  worb 
already  completed.     1  \.H?g  to    move   the 
An^'udment  standing  in  my  name. 

Aniertdment  proposed — 
In  I'liuiHe  4,  line  21,  lo  insert 


or  do  tioi. 
within  fix  itioofchs  aftet  n^tplieation  nia«l«'.g|t« 
their  sanation.*  " — {Cujdain  Jei*ti.\ 


♦Captain  JE8SEL  (St.  Pancras, 
S.)  :  As  the  House  knows,  sanction 
must  be  given  hy  the  Lundon  County 
Couiicii,  or  for  certain  purposes  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  for  loans  to  local 
bodies.  The  Vestry  of  8t,  Pancras, 
which  is  in  the  divisiofi  I  represent^  com- 
plain very  much  *>f  the  tiniu  tukcn  by  tho 
London  Count y  Council  in  siinctioning 
loans.      If  the   House  will  pei-nnt  me,   I 

will    give    one   or     two    examples.      In    ^^       ^ ^ 

December,   1H92,  a  loan  of  ^30  OOO   for  !  ;[;;;^f    rea"l"*necesmu""lrisei 

an   electric    mstiillation   was    asked   for 

Of    that     sum     £15,400     was    ruct'ived 

in    March,    1894,    and     the     remainder 

was   not   jKiid    till    January,    1895.      A 

pericxl  of  three  years   elapseil   before  we 

got  all  the  ItKiTK     On  another  occasion  we 

appHwi  for  a  Itian  in  November,  I8{*5,  but  \  speech      of      the 

only  got  £6,540  in  January,   1897,  and  !  St,    Pancras  hiis 


Question  proposed — 
*'  That  thowe  wonU  I*  there  i»»erteiL'* 

Sm  RICHAHD  WEBSTKR:  For  the 
reason  given  by  the  hoiu  (Tentlenian  1 
think  this  a  reasfmal»le  Aniendmi'nt,  m 
I  uriflei'sland  there  have  bcM?n  eonsidc^nthle 
delays.  I  think  six  mouths  is  lunj? 
enough   in  all  pnilmbility.     If  any  que*- 

"a  the  Local 
Coveniment  Board  would  conaider  the 
matter. 

Mr.  STUART  :  The  Attorney  Ot^nef*! 

knows    very    little   alnjut     the     relati<»ni 

of     the     local     authorities,      and      the 

hon,      Memlior      for 

l>een   so  confused    that 


£2,945  in  June  of  the  siune  year.     Delay  I  he  hi\^  hern  greatly  misled.     There  have 


in  that  case  was  owing  to  the  Loudon  I 
Ccjunty  Council  going  into  the  whole  of ! 
the  past  ♦'Xpentiiture*  On  another 
occasi*>n  a  hMin  was  at^ked  hn-  in  July, 
1897,  hut  tlie  greati^r  portion  of  it  was 
rn*t  paid  till  March,  1898.  The  d*^lay  in 
this  cas^e,  again,  was  caused  by  the  in-  i 
quiiy    mado     by    the    London    County 


been  upwards  of  400  loans  made  bv 
thtj  London  County  Couiuil  to  the 
local  authorities,  and  I  do  not  l»elievt\ 
except  in  the  three  instances  to  which 
the  hoiu  and  gallant  MctnJK'r  refernwL 
has  there  b«'en  any  complaint  wliatever 
with  respect  to  the  sjinctioning  i»f  the 
loans,     1  want  to  point  out  that  there  i» 


Council  into  the  expenditure  and  vabiing  a  ditfcrence  between  askirtg  f«»r  the  sane- 
up  of  the  mains,  which  1  maintain  is  not  tion  of  a  hwm  for  a  parish  and  glutting  the 
necess;iry  in  order  to  get  the  sanction  for  |  money.  Now,  what  the  whole  of  this 
the  loan.  The  last  occasion  was  in  May,  clause  refers  to  is  not  the  providing  of 
1898,  when  a  loan  of  £23,000  was  applied  |  the  money  hy  the  Loin  Ion  County  Council, 
for  £12,000  waHVeceivefl  on  10th  March,  but  the  .satictioning  of  the  loan.  The 
and  the  ha  lance  is  waiting  at  the  present  first  step  wliich  has  to  be  taken  i»  tu 
moment.  Tin*  result  of  tiiis  is  that  the  settle  whetlier  the  hxal  btKly  is  justifif^d 
Vestry  of  St.  Patterns  has  been  obliged  to  ,  in  reijuiring  the  loan  for  tho  pur[M*»e 
borrow  money  from  the  lankei^  at  the  '  stated,  and  that  has  to  Ik?  inquired 
rate  of  4  per  cent.,  whereas  the  London    into.     VVlien  that  is  done,  and  thr  decision 


County   Council   could    have   got   it  for 
Tt^  AiU/rnttf-GtneraL 


given  favouimbly,  the  local  authority  cao 
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^o  aiirl  iisk  for  tho  loan.     If  they  tako  it  '  posers  to  tniiisfor  the  discharge  of  Central 
m>m   the   London  Count v  Council    ihev    functiorja  from  the    central  to  tlic  local 


get  it  at  23  per  cent.  There  is  no  pr«>of 
whatever,  so  far  as  sanctioning  the  Jojin 
is  conceniad,  that  there  haa  liecn  any 
delay  at  all ;  Imt  if  there  was  delay  there 


body.  I  also  think  its  inevitaljle  efiect 
will  he  to  promote  exfierifte  indirectly.  If 
I  am  right  in  this,  then  I  say  it  would  fie 
most  unwi^  to  open  such  a  flood-gate  of 


was  very  gnml  reason  for  it.     I   regard    expenditure  as  thia  sulv!*ection   would  do. 


the  su^estion  that  the  Lniifhio  County 
C^5UTlcil  niuj't  give  their  sanction  to  loarm 
within  six  months,  or  that  then  the  matter 
will  he  taken  out  of  their  hamb,  as  an 
insult  Uj  the  London  County  Ci)uncil. 
As  I  have  said,  if  the  London  County 
Council  deliiy  longer  than  six  months  in 
giving  their  siinction,  there  is  a  right  gocxl 
reason  for  it.  LTnder  these  circumstances 
I  do  trust  that  there  will  not  be  an 
endeavuur  mmle  on  the  part  of  any  per- 
son in  this  House  to  attach  any  stigma 
to  the  London  County  duncil  in  this 
matter. 

Sir  R.  B,  FINLAY  :  I  can  assure  the 
hon.  Gentleman  and  the  House  that  there 
is  no  desire  to  attach  the  slightest  stigma 
to  the  County  Council  in  this  matter. 
No  part  of  the  business  of  the  London 
Gounty  Council  is  lietter  done  than  that 
relating  to  loans.      The  hon,  Gentlenian 


It  seems  to  me  that  the  form  of  ex|kjjt- 
dituro  which  is  giudgrd  more  iharj  any 
other  is  ex-ponditure  upon  litigation, 
whether  it  be  in  comt«  of  law  or  in  Par- 
liament, be  cause  J  in  these  cases,  whoever 
wins,  the  public  has  to  pay  the  costs  on 
both  sides.  Of  ctmrae,  I  knoiv^  very  well 
that  litigation,  in  the  sense  in  which  I  use 
the  term,  is  inevitjdile,  but  surely  it  is 
o*dy  common  sense  to  restrain  it  within 
as  narrow  limits  m  possible.  My  case 
against  this  clause  is,  that  there  is  no 
necessity  for  it,  and  that,  tis  the  law 
stands,  the  borough  councils  will  have 
quite  sufficient  |K>wors  for  the  promotion 
of  their  own  interests.  It  may  be  said  in 
theory  that  this  ckuse  puts'  all  on  an 
equal  fix»ting.  As  a  matter  of  f<ict  it  does 
not.  It  Will  place  the  poorer  districts  of 
the  metropolii?  at  a  serious  dis- 
atlvantage  compared  with  the  richer 
districts.      You   may    say   that   the   law 


has  not  given  any  reason  why  we  should    ^^,^^j.^^  [^^^  ^,^  ^^      ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^.^^ 

not  accept  this  Amendment.       f  we   pro-    the  longer  purse  has  the  advantage,  and 


vide  that  in  the  case   of  a  rcfusid  there 


what  applies   in   the   case   of    incbvidual 


shall  }.e  an  appeal  from  the  Londo^n  ,iti^,.^,^^  j^,,,  ,  .^|]^.  ^^,  y^^^^,  ^,^^j.^^ 
County  Council  to  another  authority  It  18  |,,,|,,^  i„,lJ  l„  litigation.  1  do  think 
obviously  necessary  that  thei^  shotdd  l,e  |  ^^,.^  ^  ,,„,i  ^^^  ^y^^  impirtanee  of  this 
the  same  appeal  to  the  Loi-al  Government  ,  ^.estion,  we  are  jn«tified  in  api>ealing  to 
Boanl  if  assent  is  not  given   withm  six    the  House  to  fimit  the  subsection 


months. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause  6 : — 

Mr,  PICKERSGILL  :  I  l«g  to  move 
to  omit  8ul>-section  6.  This  8ul>*ection 
gives  power  to  the  lx»n»ugh  councils  to 
promote  and  oppose  Bills  in  i*arliament, 
and  it  seems  t^i  me  to  l>e  a  niatiir  of  such 


Amendment  proposed— 

"  In  pa^'e  5,  line  32,  to  leave  out  suVsection 
(6),  of  Chit w«  <5."^(.l/r.  PtekenfgUl.) 

Question  proposed — 

*'  That  tUe   wopIh  proposetl   t<»  lie  left  out 
stand  f»art  vf  the  Hill. 


_  ,1   ,    t  ^    i      J^IR  K.  B,  1*IM.A\  ;  I  hone  that  the 

extreme    imp<irt4ince    that    I    propose   to    .,  _;„   .  ,      ..  n   '^"*"'  y^^ 

^  \C    i*        '  House  will  take  the  same  muw  jls  that 


appeal  fmn  the  judgment  of  the  Com-  "  "7 /V  \r     ^J'^^^^T  ,^ '^^'  '^ 

miUee  to  the   judgnrent   of   the    House.  ^'i-PU'^i  %  the  majority  of  the  tomi 

rrv'       t           *       u              •  I       r  4i      u-ii  cn    this  question.     It    is    perfect  v 

This   clause   touches   a   side  of  the  Bui  *                            *            * 

which,  I  think,  has  not  perhaps  ivH'eived 
sufficient  attention  from  the  House  —  I 
mean  the  financial  side.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  one  effect  of  this  Bill  will  be 
to  undoubtedly  increase  expenditure  and 
to  raise  the  rates. 


Mr.  CRIPPS:    To  promote  economy, 

Mr.    PICKEKfTHLL:    The  Bill    wUl 
raise  the  rates  directly,  because  it  pro- 


ommittee 
juestioiL  It  is  perfectly  right 
and  rea>ionnble  that  the  same  powers 
should  be  confenv*!  on  these  borough 
councils  in  the  metropolis  as  are  enjoyed 
by  all  the  town  councils  throughout  th© 
country.  Of  course,  the  County  Onmcil 
may  deal  v^ith  Bills  relating  to  tho 
metropolis  as  a  whole,  but  there  may  be 
many  matters  affecting  the  hedth  or 
comfort  of  the  inhabitiints  of  a  particular 
distrirt  in  regard  to  which  it  is  desirable 
that  the  boinjugh  council  should  have  the 


Pie~  arrangement 
iitider  the  Bill  proposes  to  give  a  certain 
power  to  these  raetropolitan  municipilitit^s 
which  does  not  exitat  in  any  other  com- 
mittee, either  on  county  councils  or 
ranmciimh'ties.  It  is  a  great  pity  that 
you  should  enable  a  body  to  shuffle  off'  its 
responsibilities  upon  committGes.  I  shall 
support  this  amendment,  Itecause  I  believe  ' 
it  will  bring  the  law  in  London  in  uni- 
formity with  the  law  which  is  in  force  in 
other  places. 


Mr,  LOWLES  :  From  my  own  obser 
vations  I  can  only  say  that  the  com- 
mittees alrea(iy  existing  clo  very  good 
work  in  this  regard,  and  take  great 
interest  in  it.  The  only  check  upon  their 
work  is  that  they  are  snbortlinate  to  the 
local  governing  body  themselves,  and  to 
take  away  the  check  is  a  very  dangerous 
thing.  By  this  BiJl  the  |K>wer  of  re- 
vision by  the  Council  by  whom  they  are 
appointed  wull  he  done  away  with,  and  I 
think  to  take  away  such  a  wholesome 
check  will  be  very  dangerous  indeed. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Our  poiut  is 
that  if  this  Amenflment  is  can-ied,  it  will 
throw  a  great  deal  of  unnecosaary  labour 
on  the  council  On  the  other  hand,  under 
the  clause  as  it  stands  the  possibility  of 
abuse  is  reduced  to  a  minimum,  because 
when  a  committee  is  suspectod  of  abusing 
its  powers  it  can  be  dispossessed  of  those 
powoi^  at  a  moment's  notice  by  the  bo<lv 
to  which  it  is  suboixlinate, 

Mr.  LOWLES  i  Under  this  clause  1 


Mr.  A.  J.  BAI.F01TR:  Yes.  And 
under  the  circnm^taTTCes  I  am  sure  that 
my  hon.  friend  will  feel  that  no  indepcn- 
dent  body  is  set  up  which  can  set  its 
parent  IxMiy  at  defiance. 


Question  put  antJ  agi-eoil  to. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Me.  CKIPP8  :   I  propo>se  now  to  move 
the  Amendment  standing  in  my  name  at 


the  beginning  of  the  Paper.    The  obje^i  d 
my  Amendment   is   simply   to  introdui* 
a    scheme    which     would     be     of     grrai 
convenience    in    dealing    with     the  diffi- 
cult    and    complex    subject     of     rating, 
at»d  would   not   affect    the    incidence   of 
rating   either  as   regards    individujdg  er 
areas.     What  I  seek  to  do  is  to  make  t!jtj 
borough  the  unit  for  asseasment  purpo5€a» 
for  making  the  levy,  and  for  the  coUection 
of  rates,   as  against  the  parish    which  h 
the  unit  at  the  present   time.     What  the 
Government  have  done  in  Sub-section  10 
is  to  make  the  duties  of  the  overseer  vest 
in  the   council  of  the   borough,    which  k 
not    only    clumsy   but    is    in     itself   An 
absurdity^   becmise  although  the  borough 
council  is  made  the  overseer  of  each  pariah 
in  its  area,  the  parish  is  kept  alive  ag  a 
rating  unit.     My  proposal  is  that,  lastead 
of  having  this  complex  machinery,  iastead 
of  making  the  borough  council   the  orar- 
seer,we  should  have  one  overseer  for  tho 
borough  unit,  and  that   for   rating   pur- 
poses it  should  be  constituted   a  parifik 
It  is   not  only  a  question  of   maehinerv ; 
it  goes  outside;   it  is   also  a  matter  of 
expense.     It  goes  over  the  whole  borough, 
and   you   can  afford  to   have    the    work 
properly  done,  and  then  it  can  be  8Upe^ 
vised  by  the  couucil,      I  hope  the  House 
will  appreciate  what  I  mean.     You    want 
a  borough  unit,   and  you   want  to  know 
whether   property   is  being  assessed  at  4 
proper  amount.     The   beat  way  to  arrm 
at  that  is   to  take    the  larger   entity,  and 
give    the    overseer  a    skilled    assistant, 
through  whom  the  work  can  be   properly 
done.     It  is  a  great  ativantage  to   ha^  a 
larger  rather   than  a  smaller   entity.     If 
you    deal    with     the     matter    on     thit 
principle   you  get  greater    simplification 
and  far  gieater  ceitainty  in  every   nnnofltt 
ment,  and  that  is  the  matter   v^^th  which 
we  have  to  deal.     As  I   shall    not    hnvn 
another  opjmrtnnity  of  speaking  on  thia 
subject,  allow  me  to  say  a  word  as   to  the 
objection  raised  by  the  Solicitor-Geneimt 
on  the  last  occasion.     He  suggested  that 
my  scheme  might  interfere  in  some  way 
with    the     liabilities    of   various     areas 
throughout  the   borough.     I  would  point 
out  that  this  does  not  deal  with  any  ques- 
tion of  the  kind.    All  we  are  doing  here  is 
to  find  out  the  best  bads  of  aieieaament. 
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Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  puj^'e  7,  line  I ,  after  the  wcml  *  parij^li/ 
to  insert  tho  woril»,  *  U  «hall  be  roni^t  itiiiea  a 
|iamh  for  the  Durposen  of  aaseHsment,  and  for 
the  nmkirjL%  levy,  and  oonection  of  rates, 
AniV''—U\fn  Crippa.) 

Question  piX)po«ed — 

''  That  tboBc  words  b©  there  iiiMerted," 

Sib  RICHARD  WEBSTER:  J  rccog- 
niai*   Jit   ofiee   the    clearness   and    ability 
with   which  my  hon.  and  luarnod  fiiend 
has  stated  hiscasa  ;  and,  although  1  du  not 
protend  to  have  the  experience  which  he 
has  had  on  the  Royal  Cijmmission,  this  is  a 
subject  that  1  have  a  very  great  expe- 
rience of.     I  quite  agree  if  some  scheme 
could   lie  arrived  at  whereby  for  rating, 
valuation^  and   aJJ    other   pnrposes,   the 
borough    conld  he   made   one   parish   it 
would  lie  a  great  lielp  ;  but  it  is  not  pos- 
sible to  do  that  in  the  way  he   proposes. 
The  difficulties  in  the  way  are  almost  in- 
superable.    We    have    to   deal   with    the 
qutsstion  of  a  borough  comprising  more 
than  one  parish,  and   we  shall  also  have 
U.*  deal  with  a   peirish   which   is   in   more 
than  one  union.     I   hoptj  my  hon.  friend 
wiii  not  misunderstand  me.     I  am  point- 
ing   out    that    the    simple    amendment 
which   he  proposes  to  put  into  this  Bill 
will  not  be  sufficient  ti>  bring  about  the 
uniformity  w^hich  he  desires  t<j  obtain.     I 
am  not  so  clear  upon   this,  but  I  think 
there  would  l:»e  considerable  difUculty  in 
the  question  of  the  cqu&bsjition  of  rates, 
unless    you    had    certain     consequential 
amendments  put  in,  l*ecause  at   present 
the    eqiialiaation  of    rates  is  arrived  at 
by   means   of    population,   and    not    by 
boroughs.       Wo    have    approached    this 
question     with     the     object    of     seeing 
whether,  either  by  a  clause  by  itself  or 
by  some   amendment   in   the   Bill,  si:irae 
such    scheme    as    that   which    ray    hon, 
friend     suggests     could     lie     adopted  ; 
but     I     am     afraid      there     are     great 
difficulties     in     the    way.       It     is    not 
beciiuse     we    do    not    sympathise    with 
hia  Amendment  that  we  do  not  adopt  it, 
but  because   the    consequential    amend- 
ments woidd   be  so  serious.     I  am   not 
sure  whether  all  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
desires  to  be  done  in  this  Bill  could  be 
accomplished  by  his  Amendment,  even  if 
it  were  agreed  to  ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
we  are  not  in  a  position  to  accept  it  with- 
out grave  consideration  as  to  its  efl'ect  on 
existing  Acts  of  Parliament. 


hon. 
very 


Sin  EDWARD  CLARIvE :  My 
and  learner  1  friend  has  marie  a 
sympathetic  speech  in  reply  to  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Stroud, 
whose  object  was  to  make,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  assessment,  the  borough  a  unit. 
My  hon.  and  learne*!  friend  said  he 
sympathised  with  that  object,  and,  no 
doubt,  in  that  respect  he  is  in  accord 
with  all  other  Members  of  this  House. 
The  subject  is  a  complex  one,  ajid  I  only 
rise  because  the  Att«irney-General,  at  the 
end  of  his  speech,  said  that  there  was  a 
possibility  of  constructing  a  scheme  by 
which  this  object  could  be  carried  into 
effect*  We  are  all  of  us  agreed  that  the  ob- 
ject which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
has  is  a  good  object,  and  one  which  it  is 
desirable  to  carry  out.  I  would,  therefore, 
ask  if  it  is  not  possible  that,  between  this 
stage  and  the  aiscussion  of  the  matter  in 
another  phiix%  certain  amendments  might 
he  made  in  this  clause  which  would 
effectimte  that  object. 


Mk.  a.  J,  BALFOUR :  I  entirely  ad- 
mit that  my  hon.  and  learneil  friend 
who  has  just  sat  down,  aiid  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  who  moved  the  Amend- 
ment, have  not  misconstrued  the  views  of 
the  Government  when  they  s^iy  that  we 
regard  the  object  with  most  sympathetic 
interest ;  but  the  real  difficultv  is  that  we 
cannot  make  the  area  of  the  borough 
coincide  with  the  area  for  assessment 
until  we  have  brought  the  union  area  into 
coincidence  with  the  borough  area.  There 
is  machinery  for  doing  that  under  the 
Local  Government  Act,  and  1  hope  that  by 
that  machinery  gradtially,  but  not  less 
effectually,  the  end  which  my  hon,  and 
learned  friend,  in  common  with  the  Govern- 
ment, has  in  view  will  }>e  carried  into 
effect.  To  do  it  directly  and  immediately 
by  a  proWsion  in  this  Bill  introduced  in 
another  place  is  more  than  I  am  in  a  posi- 
tion to  promise,  the  difficulties  involved 
being  so  considerable,  H  it  can  be  done 
nobody  will  rejoice  more  than  myself  and 
the  other  momtiers  of  the  Government 
who  are  responsible  for  this  measure. 

Mr.  CRIPPS  :  Having  regard  to  what 
has  been  said  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  Attorney-General,  I  will 
not  press  mj  Amendment 

I      Amendmenti  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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Amendmt'nt  proposed^ — 

*Mn  page  7,  line  23,  afl^r  the  word  *  l>oit)iigh" 
to  insert  lire  words*,  *  an4  of  ckurfli wardens  of 
every  pari^ih  T^'iiiiin  tlieir  bomugk  except  in 
eo  far  as  tltese  reliite  to  ecu  lesiantical  puri>osea/" 
—{Mr,  James  Stuart.) 

Question,  "  That  ihme  words  lie  there 
inserted,"  put,  and  negatived. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  8,  line  5,  after  the  word  *  clerk  '  to 
insert  the  wordK,  '  upon  r*nnh  date  or  within 
sach  i>eriod  i4S  the  Lo«il  tlo\*enirnetit  Hoard 
may  pre8cri}>e,  so  that  all  the  rates  i:*olIepted 
in  a  m€jtrotK)iitan  Ixtrouj^k  from  any  person 
may  he  imnndwl  in  one  demand  note/ " — {Mr. 
PickcrsgilL ) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
be  there  inseited." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Other  Amendments  made* 


sai 
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Mr.  CRIPPS:  I  beg  to  move  an 
amenflmcnt  in  Clause  12  providing  that 
in  all  casGB,  whether  the  Poor  Law  union 
is  one  borough  or  not,  the  aasessment 
committee  shall  bo  appointed  by  the 
borough  council  instead  of  by  the  Inmrd 
of  guanlians.  This  will  luing  the  Bill 
into  conformity  with  the  rocomnieiidations 
of  the  Local  Taxation  Committee.  I  am 
anxious  to  anticipate  an  objection  that  may 
be  nuHcd  bnsed  on  the  Attorney  General *s 
last  argument.  He  Buggested  that  we 
should  have  overlapping  of  union  areas. 
That  is  no  difh cutty  whatever.  At  the 
present  moment  throughout  London  we 
nave  an  assessment  not  only  for  unions 
and  certain  Poor  Law  areaa,  liut  also  for 
Imperial  puipoBcs  ;  and  it  is  one  of  the 
greatest  mlvantages  of  flfisessment  in  the 
metropolis  that  it  it  available  for  Imperial 
as  well  as  for  local  purposes*  Supposing 
we  have  an  assessment  gotxl  enough  for 
Imperial  purposes  and  sound  and  just  in 
itself,  what  does  it  matter  whether  the 
area  over  which  the  ciesessment  eomnnttee 
have  authority  provides  the  hiiam  of  the 
assosament  or  not  ?  At  present  we  have 
not  got  the  areas  of  local  government 
coincident  with  the  areas  of  the  spending 
authorities,  and  I  venture  to  prophesy 
they  will  not  be  for  100  yeai-s.  If  the 
Attomey-GeTierarB  argument  holds  good, 
we  may  postpone  the  whole  question  of 


rating  reform.  If  the  basis  of  asseasmeiil 
is  fair  and  sound,  it  is  wholly  immaterial 
whether  it  is  made  by  the  spendii^ 
authority  or  not.  That  is  done  eveiy 
day  in  London  as  regards  our  Imperial 
taxation,  and  also  M'ith  regard  to  certain 
matters  of  local  duties,  and  there  i*  mi 
the  slightest  reason  why  we  shoidd  post- 
pt>ne  rating  reform  until  the  spending 
areas  are  coincident  with  the  local  govenv* 
meiit  areas.  This  matter  was  especially 
recommended  by  the  Royal  Commisaion 
on  Local  Taxation.  It  is  an  admirahle 
and  neeessary  reform,  and  does  not  re- 
quire any  consequential  amendment.  Tbe 
Attorney  General  is  thoroughly  conversanl 
with  all  rating  questions,  and  I  hope  lia 
will  be  able  on  behalf  of  the  Government 
to  iiceept  this  great  reform,  which  wQl  not 
in  any  way  be  aflfected  by  the  bogey,  if  I 
may  say  so,  of  the  overlapping  union 
areas.     I  Img  to  move. 

Amendment   proposed — 

*•  In  page  8,  line  33,  to  leave  out  the  wordi 
*  where  the  whole  of  a  Poor  Law  union  i»  vritfaiii 
one  Ijorouji^h/  "^(J/?'.  Onpps.) 

Question  pn^posed — 

"That  the  wordn  proposed  to  be   lefll 
stand  fiart  of  the  Blil.'^ 

8m    RICHARD    WEBSTER:    It   ii 

quite  impossible  at  this  particular  stage  to 
accept  tins  Amendment,  as  the  GU^venh 
ment  have  gone  as  far  as  they  ought  in 
this  direction  already.  Aj>art  from  the 
difficulty  of  overlapping,  which  is  much 
more  serious  than  my  hon.  and  le^nied 
friend  thinks,  his  Amendment  would  dis- 
possess the  guanhans  of  their  right  to 
appoint  the  assessment  committees  in  all 
cases,  even  whei-e  the  areas  were  not  con- 
terminous with  the  l>orough  or  controlled 
by  the  borough  authorities.  I  do  not  see 
any  uniformity  of  assessment  or  other 
advantage  that  would  be  ol>tained  in  that 
case.  \Ve  have  accepted  my  hon.  ami 
learned  friend^s  principle  as  far  as  we 
possibly  can  by  making  it  apply  in 
analogous  cases,  and  we  are  not  prepired 
to  accept  this  Amendment. 

Mr.  LOUGH  :  I  have  got  the  same 
Amendment  on  the  pfiper,  and  I  am  very 
sorry  that  the  Attorney  -  General  has 
tiot  seen  his  way  to  deal  with  it 
more  symp^ithetically.  I  would  direct 
the  attention  of  the  Government  to 
a  further  proviso  I  have  put  down,  whichi 
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I  think,  would  meet  the  objectinri  of  the 
Attorney  -  CTeneral.  It  is  m  follows  : 
"Provided  that  where  the  boundaries  of 
one  or  moro  unions  are  not  con termi nous 
with  the  area  of  a  borough,  a  scheme 
under  this  Act  shall  settle  any  question 
aiifling  over  such  overlapping  of  areas." 
This  really  would  settle  the  whole  matter. 
Let  Ufl  have  a  scheme  under  the  Act 
which  would  settle  any  difficulty  suggested 
by  the  Attorney -General  The  right  hon» 
Gentleman  is  anxious  to  preser^^e  the 
authority  of  the  lx>ard  of  guai-dians  in 
this  matter,  but  the  primary  object  of  the 
board  of  guardians  is  to  relieve  the  poor. 
Why,  then,  should  they  have  anything  to 
say  to  assessment  ?  It  is  a  duty  which 
could  far  more  appropriately  be  given 
over  to  the  borough  councils,  and  I 
believe  that  if  my  proviso  were  considered 
by  the  Clovernment  it  would  bo  seen  that 
every  difficulty  would  be  met  by  it.  The 
Attorney-Gei^eral  says  that  he  has  ac- 
cepted the  principle  of  the  hon,  and 
learned  Member's  amendment  in  all  cases 
'where  the  Poor  Law  union  is  conterminous 
with  the  borough.  In  Islington  we  are 
all  right,  as  the  Poor  Law  union  and  the 
})orough  cover  exactly  the  same  area. 
Therefore  I  am  ijuite  unselfish  in  this 
matte i\  and  I  really  put  down  my  proviso 
to  meet  the  objectionB  raised  by  the 
Attorney-Genenif.  It  would  enable  us  to 
adopt  a  uniform  system  in  London,  and 
would  bo  a  gi'eat  improvement  on  the 
clause  as  it  stands. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  I  I  think  the 
hon.  Gentleman  must  know  that  no 
scheme  under  this  Bill  cuuld  possibly 
meet  the  difficulty,  as  it  could  not  alter 
either  the  area  of  taxation  or  the  power 
of  taxation.  The  dilJiculty  arises  from 
the  fact  that  the  most  important  rates 
which  the  ratepsiyers  have  to  pay  are  the 
rates  raised  by  the  Poor  Law  guardians. 
There  is  no  ground  for  dispossessing  the 
existing  assessment  committees,  and  the 
only  way  to  get  over  the  difficulty  is  to 
make  the  unions  contenninous  to  the 
bfiroughs.  That  is  an  object  to  be  attained 
gradually.  There  is  power  in  existence 
to  enable  it  to  be  griwiually  obtained,  but 
it  cjiunot  be  obULine<l  in  any  rough  and 
ready  miwuier  tuuler  this  Bill. 

aendment^  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Other  Amendmenta  made. 


Amendment  proposed — 
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"  In  page  8,  line  38,  after  tlie  wort!  *  unions/ 
to  insert  th*^  words  '  and  the  trnvn  rl«rk  shall 
be  tli«  rlerk  U}  such  a88e8sTi)ent  committee.'  "^ 
{Colofid  Hu[fhf.^.) 

Question^ 

"  That  tho»e  words  be  there  injiertetl " 

put,  and  negatived. 

Other  Amendments  made. 

Mr.  STUART  :  I  appeal  to  the  Attor- 
ney-General and  to  the  Solicitor-General 
to  accede  to  the  Amendment  I  now  rise 
to  move,  Ijeeause  I  submit  it  will  accom- 
pliah  the  object  which  I  have  in  view. 
We  have  a  large  number  of  local  Acts  in 
operation  in  London,  and  these  will  have 
to  be  re|^ealed.  I  think  we  ought  to 
secure  that  all  these  Acts  should  be  re- 
pealed by  one  statute.  As  the  Attorney- 
General  well  knows,  the  difficulty  of  lay- 
ing your  hands  on  these  Acts  and  know- 
ing whether  they  exist  or  not  is  very  great. 
I  am  sure  that  this  proposal  I  am  making 
is  a  very  pnictical  one»  but  I  will  not  press 
my  Amendment  if  I  can  get  some  satis- 
factory assurance  that  the  matter  will  be 
considered. 

Amendment  proposed-- 


**  In  page  10,  line  14, 
(e),  of  eiili-section  (1), 
J  amCH  Stuart,) 


t-o  leave  out  fiaragraph 
of  Clause  15.'"— (3/r. 


Question  proposed— 

'*That  tli«  words  propose-l  to  be  left  oat 
i^taiid  part  of  the  Bill.  ' 


Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER :  I  would 
remind  the  hon.  Member  opposite  that 
the  Bill  follows  exactly  the  preeeilent  of 
the  h4st  ijOt;al  Govenuner^t  Act,  It  is  al> 
solutely  necesstUT  in  every  Bill  of  this 
kind  to  consider  the  inunber  of  local 
Acts,  to  mm^ify  them  anil  repei:*  'hem  in 
some  way,  and  there  are  a  larg  ,uunber 
of  local  Acts  which  will  have  ti  »e  dealt 
with.  It  would  be  convenient,  no  doubt, 
that  these  should  be  cmbtMiied  in  one 
statute,  and  1  wiU  consider  what  can  be 
done  in  this  direction.  But  there  are 
other  considerations  which  might  make 
such  a  course  very  inconvenient^  for 
some  of  them  have  a  very  wide  appli- 
cation.  I  agree  that  there  should  be  some 
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convenient  methml  provided  of  getting  at 
the  Act,  and  I  assure  tlie  htm.  Gentleman 
that  I  will  not  overlook  the  point,  I 
think  he  wiO  see^  however,  that  we  can- 
not possibly  omit  the  suh-section  alto- 
gether. 

Mb.  STUART :  After  what  the  hon. 
and  le^irned  Gentleman  hiia  said,  1  ask 
leave  to  withdraw  niv  Amendment. 


Amendment,  hv  leave,  withdrawn. 


Other  Amendments  miudc. 


♦Mr.  BOUSFIFXI)  (Hackney,  N,) :  I 
am  still  in  the  dark  as  to  what  the 
Government  propose  to  do  under  the  Bill 
in  regard  to  the  diatriet  which  I  represent. 
I  have  acknowledged  in  Connnittee  l>efore 
the  courtesy  which  I  have  received  from 
the  First  Lard  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
great  consideration  he  gave  to  the  matter* 
The  conclusion  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlemaii  came  to  has  certainly  pleased  one 
part  of  my  rli vision  very  well,  hut  it  hm 
displeased  the  (>ther  part.  It  so  happens 
that  Stoke  Newingtrm  is  the  ordy  district 
which  stands  outside  the  Bill,  and  which 
has  not  been  seheduled.  What  I  propose 
to  insert  is  a  pro  \i  si  on  the  object  of 
which  is  to  make  it  quite  clear  that  the 
question  of  dividing  a  paiish,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  transferring  pjut  of  it  for  hical 
pui-prHcs  fr<mi  one  area  to  another,  is 
still  within  the  competence  of  the  Boundary 
Conmiissiun,  and  may  be  done,  notwith- 
standing  the  fact  that  the  area  has  he*n 
scheduled.  1  have  in  nnnd  the  portion  of 
Hackney    which    is   in    my    divisioiu      I 


decision  on  this  point,  but  still  leavathf 
matter  open,  I  ask  that  these  wordi 
may  be  inserted  in  oixler  that  the  quit- 
tion  may  be  left  open  for  the  BouadaiT 
Commissioners  to  decide  and  to  adjut 
the  boundary.  It  is  agreed  on  all  hao^ 
that  wherever  it  is  poBsihle  it  is  impor^ 
tant  that  the  lioundary  of  the  new  mum- 
cipal  lioroughs  should  )>e  coiiterminoui 
with  the  boundary  of  the  Purliameuim 
l>orough,  and  I  wish  the  Conimissioniiii 
to  be  left  free  to  decide  lietweeii  the  dii- 
ferences  in  local  opinion  iii  following  oot 
that  piinciplc.  It  is  eminently  desimhlif 
that  you  should  have  the  right  sort  ti 
spirit  in  local  boroughs,  and  that  tt 
should  not  be  divided  for  parliamenUtfT 
purposes,  I  do  not  ask  the  Govemmt^ni 
for  a  decision  on  this  matter  at  tKii 
moment ;  all  I  ask  is  that  it  may  be 
shown  on  the  face  of  the  Bill  that  thl* 
is  a  matter  which  will  have  t^>  W 
hereafter  determined*  I  beg  to  movi 
the  Amendment  standing  in  my  name. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  111  jMX^e  10»  line  40,  after  the  wwd 
*  WriiU^li '  t*j  insert  the  wunls  *  Dot  with  j^tjijiilinjg 
the  indiision  itf  tlm  parish  ui  th»3  Hr»t  schainlf 
tn  ihiM  Act/ "— (il/r.  BimMffehi.) 

Question  proposed — 

"That  thnjse  wnnis  he  ther*>  inserte*K** 


Mr.  a.  J,  BALFOUR  :  J  can 
heartily  sympathise  wnth  my  hon.  fi-iend 
in  respect  to  the  hot  water  in  which  be 
hods  himself,  because  I  myself,  though  I 
do  not  repT'esent  London,  have  got  intu 
hot  wat^r  also  over  the  i|ue8tion  of  areiu 
and  iMjundaries  which  cannot  Ikl*  settle*!. 
My  htm,  friend  suggests  an  Amendment 
which  has  no  uther  tibject  than  to  enable 
the  pxrish  of  Hackney  to  Ixi  cut  in  two. 
W^e  bave  already  deeitled  that  it  shall  m^t 


represent  North  Hackney,  which  is  made  ^  |,^  ^.^^  hi  two,  and   tberefore  I  think 


up  of  Stoke  N(^\vington  and  a  portion  of 
the  jmrish  tA  Hackney.  I  pointed  out 
how  one  pait  of  my  (h vision  was  to  be 
joined  with  South  Hornsey,  and  the 
Government  were  gowl  enough  to  give 
way  so  far.  There  then  still  lemains  the 
question  as  to  whether  the  other  portion 
of  my  division  should  go  with  it,  and  all  I 
desire  is  to  make  it  fpiite  clear  that  this 
matter  has  been  left  open.  I  quite  recog- 
nifte  that  I  cannot  ask  this  House  to  come 
to  a  final  decision  upon  such  a  point 
when  there  is  a  conflict  of  opinion  ;  but  I 
do  ask  the  Government  to  recognise  that 
they   should    not    come    to  an   adverse 

Sir  Ekhard  fFehter, 


It  18 


superfluous  to  intrwiuce  in  the  clause  *in 
Amendment  intended  to  facilitate  an 
arrangement  which  we  do  not  intend  to 
promote.  I  hoi>e  the  Amendment  will 
not  )>o  pissed. 


Question  put,  and  negatived. 


i 


i 


Mr.  BOUSFIELD  : 
ment     I     noM'     rise 
a     matter    in  which 
a  better  fate    than  I 


As  to  the  Amond' 
to  move,  this  id 
1  hope  to  meet 
exi>erienced  in  the 


last  Amendment  I  proposed.     There  wa«, 
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that   ho   is   ^tisBed  that 


our 


I 


I 


no  doubtj  a  strong  opinion  in  South  Horn 

my  before    the  matter   came  *M3foro  this  I  imgrouiidcd    or   that  sumuthiog 
Home   that   the   inKular   pjirt    *)f  South  [  effected  to  prevent  harm  being  done, 
Hornaoy  must   come  into   Stoke  Newing- 
ton,  but  there  is  a  difficulty   in   arriving  | 
at  a  correct   estimate   of  the   population. 
Since  then  South  Hornsey  has  considered  j        ^^^  ^^  ^^ 
its  position,    and,  finding  it  must  partly  |  insert  the  word^*— 
lesires  to  come   in   as  a  whole, 


522 

fears  are 
will  bo 


Amendment  proposed — 
'*  III  page  1 1,  line  33,  at  the  end  of  line  17,  to 


como  in,  desires  to  come  in  as  a 
W^hat  the  Government  ahovikl  do  now, 
having  got  the  voice  of  the  inhabiUiiits 
of  South  Homsey  upon  the  matter,  is 
simply  to  insert  in  the  schedule 
**  South  Hornsey  and  Stoke  Newingt<jn." 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  has  considered  that»  or  it 
might  lie  dealt  with  in  the  alternative, 
and  South  Honisey  added  to  the  rest  of 
the  County  of  London. 


Amendment  propose<l,  to  leave  out  the 

words  relating  to  {population,  in  order  to 
insert  **  is  part." — (Mi\  limtsJiM,) 


Mii.  A,  J.  BALFOUR :  After  the  sUte- 
ment  made  by  my  hon.  friend,  I  see  no 
reason  why  the  Amendment  should  not 
be  accepted. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

•Captain  CHALONEK  (Wilts,  West^ 
bury) :  The  Amenriment  which  stands  in 
my  name  has  been  framed  with  a  view  to 
prevent  a  danger  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  Union  of 
Poor  Law  Associations  of  England  and 
Wales  exists  in  reganl  to  this  Bill — a 
danger  which  would  affect  not  only 
Iit>ndou  but  the  whole  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  Under  a  ciise  tried  last  year, 
uriiler  the  L<K'al  Government  Act,  1888, 
between  the  parish  of  St.  Saviour's 
and  the  Dorking  Union,  it  was  decided 
that  where  a  parii*h  was  subdinde^i  into 
two  or  more  parishes  the  Poor  Law  settle- 
ments were  extinguished  in  the  divided 
parishes.  \V©  are  advised  that  the  same 
thing  woiUd  hap|H?n  under  the  present 
Bill.  We  therefore  append  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  accept  this 
Amendment,  to  avert  what  we  think  a 
real  danger,  if  this  is  impossible,  I  hope, 
at  any  rate,  that  the  right  hon,  Gentle- 


'  If,  under  or  hy  virtue  of  the  provisions  of 
thiH  .\ct,  or  of  any  Order  in  Council  fiia*le  Lti 
pursuance  thereuJ*,  miv  parish  or  plat-e  main* 
tAinirig  its  own  jioor  tthainjo  diviiled  into  two 
or  iiioru  iHirislie**  or  poriion.H  of  parii4he»,  such 
liiviHion  hhiil!  not  destroy  the  8€ttlemontd) 
wfilch  ptMjr  perHoim  niay  have  therein  at  the 
date  of  wueh  divijsion,  hirt  every  fiersoii  who  tiaa 
at  tlie  tlate  of  HUeh  tlivUion  a  settlement  in 
any  parish  or  place  ilivitled  as  aforeatiid  fciball 
be  aeeine<l  to  \^  Bet  tied  in  the  n«w  pariah 
which  shall  cont*iin  the  lioii»e  or  other  phice 
or  place**  in  whk'li  the  settlement,  aor|iure<l  or 
derived  hy  t*urli  t*er&on,  wliall  have  been  gained. 
Provided  alwayn  that  no  j^iich  Hetttenient  aii 
aforesaid  Hliall  be  retJuniNl  if  it  was  ipined 
under  or  by  virtue  of  a  residence  partly  m  one 
of  the  new  parij«he*«  and  partly  in  another. 

*  If,  under  or  by  virtue  of  the  provieionB  oi 
thiH  Act,  or  of  any  Order  in  Council  niade  in 
pursuance  thereof  any  parish  or  place  main- 
taining its  own  |ioor  shall  be  divided  into  two 
or  more  parishes  or  |K»rtion8  of  parisheH,  such 
di%i><ion  shall  not  destroy  a  Btata«>  of  irremov- 
ability acquired  by  virtue  of  a  reKidence  in  the 
union  of  which  the  dividtMl  pirish  shall  have 
fonneti  t**^t  or  couHi^ftetl,  but  such  utatua  of 
ineniovability  shall  be  deenied  to  have  been 
aetiuiretl  in  the  imrish  which  shall  contiun  the 
bout^e  or  other  pi  ace  in  which  the  iHirson  Imving 
such  status  of  irreniovability  shall  l>e  re&ident 
at  the  time  when  su<*h  division  nhall  takephice, 
or  if  he  shall  then  be  in  receipt  of  relief  in  the 
parish  wliicii  shall  contain  the  house  or  other 
place  in  which  be  was  resident  at  the  time  of 
becon i  in  *,'  ci largeabl  e/  " — ( Captuin  Chalt/rter. ) 


Question  proposed — 

"  That  those  wordn  be  there  in*4«rt**d/' 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think  my 
hon.  and  gallant  friend  was  perfectly 
justified  in  bringing  this  matter  forward. 
It  di>e8  appear  that  there  are  cases  where 
parishes  were  dividt'd  — not  under  the 
ktx  of  1888— and  where  the  evil  which 
my  friend  fears  had  actually  occurred 
and  the  Poor  Law  ^ttlement  has  been 
destroyetb  If  that  were  a  poaaible  result 
of  this  Bill,  I  agree  it  must  lie  carefully 
guard e«]  against-  But  I  do  not  think 
my  hon,  and  gallant  friend  need  be 
alanned.  As  a  matter  of  fact  there 
is  power  given  in  this  Bill  to  provide, 
by  8eheme»  againat  that  danger,  and 
it    ha^    been    the    practice   of    the    Loqal 


man    will  give   me   an  assurance,  either    Government  Board,  acting  under  the  Acl^ 
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of  1888,    whenever  a  pariah  is  divifled,  to 
take  care  that  the  tiettlement  is  not  there- 1 
hy   destroyed.      I  can   assure  my    hon.  i 
friend    that    every   care   and   preeaotion  ' 
shall    be    taken,  by  scheme,   to   prevent  j 
the   result   which    he   very   justly    says 
would  \ie  moat   disastrous  if  it   occurred. 
It  is    neither   necessary  nor  desirable   to 
introduce  into  this  Bill  this  very  elaborate 
Amendment,  and  perhaps  mv  hon,  friend 
will   be    content   to   take   from  me   tlie 
assurance  that  the  question  will  }>e  con- 
sidered, and  that,  in  ao  far  as  parishes  are 
divided  under   this   Bill,   schemes    shall 
be    provided   so    that   settlements   shall 
not  thereby  be  destroyed. 

♦Captain  CHALONER  :  After  that 
assurance,  I  beg  leave  to  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn^ 


Mr.  CLOUGH  (Portsmouth):  The 
object  of  the  next  Ajiiendment  standing 
in  my  name  is  to  bring  the  Inner  and  the 
Middle  Temple  into  Line  with  the  rest  of 
the  City  under  the  new  arrangements. 
These  have  l>een  generally  considered 
extra-parochial  ;  they  are  not  a  parish  by 
themselves,  hut  have  been  generally  con- 
sidered as  within  the  City,  The  Assess- 
ment of  the  Inner  Temple  and  the 
Middle  Temple  is,  in  point  of  fact,  made 
under  the  provisions  of  Clause  59  of 
the  Metropolis  Act  of  1855,  by  the  Assess- 
ment  Committee  of  the  Corporation  of 
London,  and  they  could,  if  they  wished, 
be  represented  on  the  committee.  Their 
present  assessment  value ^  though  not 
rateable  value,  is  :  Inner  Temple,  £23,483, 
and  Middle  Temple,  £14,500.  There  are 
other  four  Inns  of  Court—Lincoln's  Inn, 
Gray's  Inn,  Staple's  Inn,  and  Fomivars 
Inn,  which  were  under  the  Metropolis 
Act  of  1855  put  on  Schedule  G  by  them- 
selves.  Whenever  any  question  of  rating 
arises  there  is  always  a  difficulty  in  regard 
to  making  them  pay  their  ratio»  and 
hitherto  the  City  has  never  been  able  to 
get  them  to  pay  the  Consolidated  and 
Sewers  Ratea,  though  they  do,  in  fact, 
pay  the  Police  Rates 


Mr.  BOUSFIELD  :  I  rise  to  a  point 
of  order.  Is  this  Amendment  within  the 
acope  of  the  Bill  1 

Mr*  A.  J.  Baifimr,. 


Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  think  the  Ameiw^ 

ment  would  make  places  rateable  irhick 
are  not  now  rateable. 

Uu.  CLOUGH :  That  is  my  intentioiL 

Mr.  speaker  :  That  cannot  be  thnt 

under  this  Bill. 

Amendment  ruled  out  of  order- 
Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  j9&^&  12,  line  30,  lifter  the  won! '  chnrch 
warden,^  U^  innert  the  wonls  '  or  aiileMnian/ "— 
{Afr,  Timlin fton.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  words  '  or   sidesman '  be  theft 
inserl-ed." 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Lord    HUGH    CECIL    (Greenwich): 

It  is  consolatory  to  me  to  reflect  that  the 
Amendment  I  now  rise  to  move  is  not  ooe 
which  is  likely  to  raise  much  discussioii, 
for  no  one  coidd  conceive  a  mure  inoppf>r- 
tune  moment  to  i-aiae  a  contested  point 
I  hope,  late  though  the  hour  be,  that 
there  may  be  some  exercise  of  forbearance 
while  I  try  to  compress  my  remarks  into 
as  brief  a  compass  as  possible.  The  Bill 
removes  from  the  ecclesiastical  vdstries 
all  civil  powers  and  authoritiea.  There 
remains  to  them,  therefore,  nothing  but 
the  authority  relating  to  Church  affairs, 
which  is  safeguarded  under  Clause  2L 
There  is,  therefore,  what  may  lie  called  ft 
disestablishment  of  the  Church  in  regard 
to  local  miitters.  It  follows  that  when 
Church  affairs  have  to  be  dealt  uith  it  is 
oTily  right  and  rcasonalde  that  the  body 
to  deal  with  Church  affaii*9  under  the  Act 
shoukl  be,  not  the  body  of  public  citizens 
at  large,  but  the  bt)dy  of  Church  members. 
The  next  ijuestion  is.  Who  are  the  CTiurch 
members  ?  More  than  one  answer  has 
tieen  given  to  that  question,  but  my 
juiswer  is  that  those  otdy  ought  to  exercise 
authority  in  Church  matters,  among  the 
laity,  w  ho  are  by  the  law  of  the  Church 
communicant  membei-s.  I  think  there 
is  no  dispute  about  the  meaning  of  the 
rubric  referred  to  in  the  Amendment ;  all 
parties  in  the  Church  are  agreed  on  that. 
In  point  of  law  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  it  wonld  be  decidedly  improper  to 
I  allow  that  those  who  disobey  the  law  ci| 
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the  Church  should  exercise  government 
within  the  Church.  It  would  seera  to  me 
a  very  fatal  thing  to  do.  Then  cornea 
the  further  matter,  Ib  it  an  expedient 
coarse  T  It  ia  very  often  reasonably 
complained  that  the  laity  of  the  Church 
of  England  have  not  that  share  of  in- 
fluence that  ought  properly  to  belong  to 
them.     1  think  that  if  the  true  cause  of 


Question  propoeed — 

**  That  the  wonU  *  the  inbabittnitH  of  *  fii&nd 
pfirt  of  tite  Hill.' 

Mr.  a.  J,  BALFOUR :  I  will  not  enter 
into  the  argument  with  ray  noble  friend 
aa  to  whether  the  Amendment  is  open  to 
the  objection  often  brought  againat  the 
Test  Act,  but  I  will  mk  him  whether  he 


that   want  of    influence   were    carefully    cannot  imtigine  cases  in  which  the  admin- 


I 


I 


sought,  it  would  be  found  in  the  fact  that 
the  laity  are  an  indeterminate  body.  It 
is  very  difficult  tu  know  whut  the  Church 
of  England  really  thinks,  but  supposing 
this  Amendment  is  carried  that  difficulty 
will  he  in  a  large  measure  removed ;  we 
shall  have  a  number  of  bodies  all  entitled 
to  speak  in  the  name  of  the  laity  of  the 
Church,  I  do  not  think  that  there  is 
anything  which  would  weigh  with  the  ' 
House  on  the  other  side  except  the  argii- 
mtnl  that  this  ia  a  revival  of  the  old 
principle  of  the  Test  Act.  But  I  do  not 
think  it  is  at  all  reasonable  to  say  that 
this  proposal  contains  the  same  principle 
as  the  Test  Act.  What  person  who  is 
not  a  communicant  is  at  all  likely  to 
meddle  with  the  ecclesiastical  vestries  ? 
I  do  not  conceal  from  the  House  that  the 
motive  I  have  in  moving  the  Amendment 
18  to  face  that  most  difficult  question, 
what  is  a  lay  member  of  the  Church  of 
England. 


Amendment  proposed — 


m  *'  In  (KLge  12,  lines  32  anil  33,  to  leave  ont  the 
words  *  the  inliiitjitants  of  the  iJArlsh/  in  order 
to  insert  the  wonU,  '  Such  iahabitftTtt!^  of  the  ^ 
pfiriHh  as  ^Itatl  have  oljejod  that  rubric  of  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer  which  in  printed  at 
Uid  end  of  the  Order  of  the  Adniinistmtion  of 
the  Holy  Commanion^  and  which  requires  that 
every  parinhioner  Blmll  coniniunlcate  at  the 
least  three  ttmen  in  the  year,  of  which  Eaiiter 
U  to  lie  one/  ''—{Lord  Hugh  CecU.) 


istration  of  some  office  carrying  with  it 
local  iuithority,  dimity,  and  some  small 
nictisore  of  local  power  would  give  rise  to 
contention  wholly  unworthy  of  religion^ 
My  tumble  friend  does  not  conceal  from 
the  House  that  his  chief  motive  for  bring- 
ing forward  the  Amendment  is,  I  will  not 
sav  to  raise  a  discussion,  but  to  turn  men  s 
attention  to  the  problem  of  what  consti- 
tutes a  lay  member    of  the    Church  of 
England,   with  a  view,  not  to  the  local 
government   of    London,    but    to    some 
future    measure   nndor   which    increased 
authority  may  he  given  to  the  laity  of 
the  Church.      I  am  one  of  those  who  de- 
sire  that   the  laity  should   have  greater 
influence  in  matters  ecclesiastical,  and  no 
doubt  whenever,  if  ever,  the  ideal  which 
I  entertain  on  the  subject  takes  practical 
shape,  no  question  of  greater   importance 
ciiu  come  up  for  discussion.     But,  Sir,  I 
would  make  two  ohservations  upon  the 
suggestion  of  my  noble  friend.      One  ia 
that  the  definition   of  a  layman   in    the 
Church   of    England   is    far  more    rigid 
than     the     definition     which     has    been 
found     satisfactory   in    the    case   of  the 
Church    of    Scotland,  even  in  a  matter 
so   important   as   that   of  the  choice     of 
a     minister.     The     second     observation 
that  I  would  make  to  my  noble  friend  is 
that  from  his  own  point  of  view  this  surely 
is  a     moat   inopportune  and  inexpeiiient 
moment  to  chooee  for  discussing  a  question 
which    we   should    approach    in    a   mood 
different  perhaps  from  that  in  which  we 
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have  (liscusded  the  secular  problems  which  I  attention  of  the  House  and  of  the  Ink ' 
have  occupied  us  to-night.     It  is  surely  i  Minister  to  the  deliberate  organisatioD  ci 


unwise  to  ask  the  House  to  divert  its 
mind  from  questions  of  assessment,  ques- 
tions of  rating,  questions  of  area,  and  all 
the  other  important  pro})lcm8  connected 
with  the  London  Government  Bill,  and 
suddenly  to  come  to  a  deteimination  upon 
a  question  avowedly  brought  before  us, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  any 
problem  of  London  government,  but  ap- 
parently with  the  object  of  preparing  the 
way  for  some  ecclesiastical  reform.  No- 
thing can  exceed  the  importance  of  the 
question  raised  by  the  Amendment ;  but 
why  should  we  be  required  to  come,  under 
most  unfavoura})le  circumsUmces,  to  a  de- 
cision— which  must  affoct  and  prejudice 
any  further  discussion  which  the  House 
may  have  on  some  future  occiision — in 
dealing  with  a  Bill  which  only  by  accident 
in  one  corner,  in  one  stray  fragment, 
touches  in  some  remote  degree  the  ancient 
ecclesiastical  constitution  of  the  country  1 


It  being  Midnight,  the   Debate   stood 
adjourned. 

Debate  to  1k3  resumed  on  Thursday. 


QUESTIOX. 


lUOTlNli  IN  KKl.FAST. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Before  the 
House  adjourns,  I  desire  to  sisk  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  for  some 
information  Jis  to  what  occurred  in  the 
City  of  Belfast  hist  night.  It  will  be 
within  the  recollection  of  hon.  Memljors 
that  last  week  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  call  the  j 

Mr  A.  J.  JJuJjour. 


riot  and  disorder  in  the  City  of  Beliut 
which  had  been  going  on  for  sevenl 
weeks.  I  then  pointed  out  to  the  Qai 
Secretary  that  if  he  pursued  the  ooune 
which  he  pursued  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances last  year  with  regard  to 
the  threats,  a  similar  condition  of  dii- 
order  and  scandalous  riot  would  pro 
Imbly  take  place.  The  Chief  Secretuyt 
in  reply,  took  upon  himself  the  whole 
of  the  responsibility  of  preserving  the 
peace  of  the  City  of  Belfast  on  Sunday 
and  Monday  last.  He  said  that  iht 
Government  of  Ireland  were  fully  aware 
of  the  gra\ity  of  the  situation,  and  weie 
determined  that  peace  should  be  pre- 
served. I  desire  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  fact  that  in  the  present 
instance  there  was  no  question  of  being 
taken  by  surprise,  because  for  weeks  the 
Government  had  1)een  warned  that  riot 
and  disorder  would  occur.  In  spite,  how. 
ever,  of  the  statement  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary and  of  the  warning  which  was  given 
to  the  Government,  there  was  last  night 
in  Belfast  scandalous  and  violent  rioting. 
I  desire  to  emphasise  one  point  in  par- 
ticular. I  took  the  Uberty  of  pointing 
out  last  week  to  the  Chief  Secretary 
that  it  was  idle  to  expect,  accord- 
ing to  my  experience,  to  presen'S 
the  peace  of  the  City  effectively,  with  an 
insufficient  police  force,  by  the  action  of 
the  military  alone.  In  dealing  with  a 
riotous  mob  the  military  are  very  in- 
effective. They  cannot  arrest  anyone, 
and  all  they  can  do  is  to  charge  with 
fixed  l)ayonets  or  fire,  and  that  is  not  a 
proper  way,  except  in  the  very  last 
extremity,  to  protect  the  police.  Now 
what  occurred?  Yesterday  a  large 
National  procession  took  place  in  Belfast. 
Shoitly  U'^fore  half -past  six  a  disturbance, 
unfortunately  similar  to  that  of  last  year, 


I 
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affair  originate*!  at  Alton  Street,  where 
there  is  a  Nationalist  arch,  and  ended  in 
an  atta*;k  on  the  police.  Stones  of  all 
«i2©8  were  hurled  at  the  polieet  and  Dis- 
trJot-inspeetor  Hurst,  seeing  that  affairs 
were  getting  serious,  blew  hia  whistle, 
unsheathed  his  sword,  and  ordered  a 
charge.  The  police  charged  the  mob, 
which  was  250  strong,  and  it  fled  up  the 
Lodge  Hoad.  The  police  were  out- 
distaneed,  and  8toppe<l  about  one  hundred 
yards  up  the  road.  Stones  then  began  to 
fly  again,  and  the  crash  of  broken  win- 
dows was  to  be  heanl  The  mob  remained 
above  the  Baths,  shying  stones  for  a 
whiJe,  but  no  person  was  injured.  A 
detachment  of  the  Dragoon  Guards  arrived 
immediately  afterwanls,  and  galloped  up 
the  road,  the  crowd  dispersing  into  the 
side  streets.  The  military  turned  four 
hundred  yards  up  the  street  and  walked 
down,  but  the  crowd,  during  the  absence 
of  the  mib'tiry  np  the  road,  stoned  eight 
policemen  who  were  stationed  at  the  comer 
of  Upper  Townsend  Street.  Two  orna- 
mental plate-gla88  windows  in  the  public- 
house  of  Edward  O'Neill  were  shattered, 
and  another  public-house  was  also 
damaged.  The  Dragoons  continued  to 
parade  the  street,  and  about  seven 
oViock  the  police  made  a  charge  under 
military  protection,  and  arrested  three 
men  at  the  comer  of  Broadl>ent  Street, 
They  were  quickly  surrounded  by 
an  eacort  of  the  cavalry,  under 
Sergeant  McDonald,  and  removed  to 
Brown  Square  Barracks,  The  charges 
pj'cferrod  against  rhem  were,  riotcnis 
behaviour,  and  the  prisoners  gave  the 
names  of  William  Henry  Telford,  Boyd 
Street^  Wilbam  Marshall,  Tyne  Street, 
Ballymacarrett ;  and  Alexander  Harri- 
son, Dickson  Street,  Grosvenor  Road. 
Meanwhile  the  stoning  at  Woodford 
Street  and    other  points   waa   kept  up 


vigorous 

Brown's  *Si|uaro  Barracks  were  broken. 
Several  more  persons  were  injured,  and  the 
Tflqp'aph  reporter  received  a  severe  blow 
on  the  knee  from  a  falling  stone.  About 
eight  o*clock  the  cavalry  at  Townsend 
Street  were  withdrawn  to  scatter  a  mob 
on  the  Old  Lodge  Koad,  and,  reinforce- 
ments being  at  hand,  the  crowd  on  the 
Shankhill  had  a  clear  passage  to  the 
police  barracks ;  and  they  attacked  it 
vigorously.  Hundreds  of  stones  were 
hurled  at  the  windows,  but  the  few 
police  who  were  about  remained  in  shelter, 
and  no  person  was  injured.  Head-con- 
stable Buick  had  assistance  telephoned 
for  from  the  barracks,  and  District^in- 
spector  Hurst,  coming  up  with  twenty 
men,  called  out  the  reserves  in  the  bar- 
racks. The  whole  force,  along  with  the 
reinforcement  of  cavalry,  then  charged 
up  the  Shankhill,  the  mob  scattering  in 
all  directions.  The  mob  retreated  to 
Dover  Street,  and  the  original  military 
cordon  returning  from  the  Old  Lodge 
Road,  the  cavalry  force  was  augmented 
to  the  number  of  fifty  troopers.  The 
sight  of  this  imposing  force  of  the  cavalry 
awed  the  crowd,  who  remained  quiet 
for  some  time,  no  police  being  in  sight. 
On  the  Old  Lodge  Road  several  vrild 
scenes  took  place,  and  the  police  had  to 
charge  frequently.  At  eight  o'clock  a 
force  of  Rifles  arrived  at  the  barracks  and 
took  up  a  position  in  Brown's  Square,  to 
which  several  men  who  had  been  arrested 
on  the  Lodge  Road  were  now  conveyed 
under  a  strong  police  escort.  At  ten 
minut^e**  |ia8t  eight  the  City  Commissioner, 
who  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Beddall, 
drove  up  from  North  Sti-eet  and  had  a 
consultation  with  the  authorities  on  the 
spot.  The  laxity  of  the  police  had  been 
condemned  so  far,  and  stem  measures,  it 
is  stated,  will  J>e  taken,  if  the  rioting  con- 
tinues.    The  Riflee  were  wheeled  into  the 
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Bhankhill  with  fixed  Imyonetti,  awaiting 
orders.  The  rioting  in  Upper  Townseiid 
Street  and  Sberbrook  Street  now  became 
fierce,  and  a  terrible  attack  was  made  on 
the  police  who  had  been  up  the  Old  Lfxlgo 
Road.  A  number  of  cons  tallies  had  to  niu 
for  all  they  were  WTjrth  down  Sberbrook 
Street  Severn!  constables  were  injuredi 
but  repeated  charges  by  the  horsemen 
aeattered  the  rioters,  though  otdy  for  a  few 
minutes.  Quiet  was  no  sooner  compara- 
tively restiDrcd  on  the  ShankhiH  than 
terrible  rioting  broke  out  on  the  LcKlge 
Koa<^l  A  crowd  in  Stanhope  Street  stoned 
the  National ist  party  vigorously,  and  about 
20  police  got  sandwiched  between  them 
and  received  severe  treatment.  Pavers 
were  torn  up  by  the  women,  who  along 
with  the  men  on  both  sides  burled  them 
to  such  an  extent  that  for  ten  minutes  the 
air  was  black  with  missiles.  The  police ^ 
shut  in  between  both  parties,  were  badly 
injured,  and  they  >¥ere  powerless  to  either 
charge  or  escape.  They  tried  to  make  their 
way  into  Anion  Street  Ivy  a  side  thorough- 
fare, but  were  repulsed  by  the  crowds  who 
ran  after  them.  Scarcely  a  window  in 
Stanhope  Street  escaped,  and  many  beatls 
were  cracked  by  the  showers  of  stones. 
Matters  were  so  serious  that  a  company 
of  the  Kifles  were  sent  for  and  ;ifivancing 
up  Lime  Street  wheeled  into  the  Lodge 
Road  and  charged  the  Protestant  mob  vtith 
fixed  bayonets  several  hundred  yards. 
On  the  way  liack  to  their  starting  place 
the  crowd  stoned  the  police  with  renewed 
vigour.  Sergeant  M*Mamis,  of  Glenrave 
Street,  W41S  cut  oft',  and  several  women  went 
up  to  within  a  few  yards  of  them  and  hurled 
pivers  at  them.  The  Fiifies  then  charged 
the  Catholic  crowd  in  Stan  hope -street, 
and  there  rowdies  pelted  the  military 
vigorously,  but  the  Ppotestant  mob  loft 
them  alone.  The  police  had  disappeared 
for  the  time  being,  but  the  next  thing 
heard  was  the  bugle  of  a  detachment  of 
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Dragoons,  which  raug  out  the  charge,  aod 
instantly  the  red-coata  came  in  aight^  aut 
galloped  down  the  Old  Jxwige  Road,  tli 
crowd  retired  into  the  side  strteU 
Additional  Rifles  were  now  despatched 
to  the  scene,  and  char^  after  chaq^ 
was  made  in  the  side  streetd.  TU 
Kiob  Act  by  this  time  had  been  r»i 
and  matters  were  assuming  a  very  setiou* 
aspect.  The  police  were  chased  fwo 
Stanhope  Street,  and  when  again  reia- 
forced  by  the  infantry  made  a  cbai]^ 
and  one  arrest  was  made,  the  pridomr 
being  removed  to  Browns  Square  by 
ten  constables,  under  Mr.  M*Ardle,  D,  L 
At  nine  o'clock  a  detachment  of  Eiflei 
marched  into  Bmvni's  Square,  and  orden 
having  been  given,  they  loaded  their 
rifles,  and  faced  up  the  Shankhill,  pre- 
pared  fur  any  eventualities,  Iramediatdy 
afterwards  Constable  Norton,  one  ot  du 
wounded  policemen  in  Stanhope  Street 
wm  assisted  into  the  barracks  with  a 
bfidly  injured  leg  and  arm*  He  almoA 
fainted  on  the  way  to  the  barracks,  and 
once  he  got  inside  his  injuries  were 
attended  to.  It  subsequently  transpired 
that  the  reading  of  the  Biot  Act  took 
place  near  Agnes  Street,  where  a  crowd 
of  some  14,000  people  had  assembled, 
and  so  threatening  was  their  attitude 
that  Major  Gregg  read  the  AcL  0'Neiir« 
premises,  alreafly  referred  to,  w^ere  badly 
wrecked  by  another  mob  earlier  in  the 
evening,  and  before  the  Rifles  charged 
with  their  bayonets.  At  9^0 
looked  a  little  easier  :  but  the  streets  were 
still  guarded  by  soldiers.  The  priacMien 
so  far  are  still  detained  in  Brown's 
Square  Barracks,  and  will  not  be  taken  to 
the  Central  Station  till  the  trouble  subsides, 
At  9.30  the  Shankhill  U*ijid  presented 
a  scene  such  as  even  at  its  worst  expori** 
ences  has  seldom,  if  over,  been  eclipsed. 
Gordons  of  police  and  infantry,  with  fixed' 
bayonets,  and  dragoons  cut  off  acoeui 
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every  available  point,  while  detachments 
of  cavalry  wore  constantly  mo^^ng  up  and 
down  the  thoroughfare^  keeping  the 
crowds  in  motion.  There  aeemml  to  be 
riot  in  the  very  air,  and  from  the  most 
unexpected  quaiters  showers  of  atones  and 
other  missiles  were  being  i^yevy  moment 
hurled  wherever  a  police  consUilile  chanced 
to  put  in  an  appearance.  To  crown  all, 
and  add  to  the  confusion,  dense  volumes 
of  smoke  ir»teiujified  the  growng  darkness. 
Some  dozens  of  chimneys  had  been  pur- 
posely set  on  fire,  showers  of  burnt  ptper 
making  it  only  too  clear  that  the  simul- 
taneous outbreaks  were  no  mere  coinci, 
denoe»  Now,  I  ask  again,  is  that  a  con- 
dition of  things  that  ought  to  l>e  ti>lerated 
in  a  civilised  country  antl  after  full  warn- 
ing 1  This  kind  of  thing  went  on  for 
several  hours,  and  I  have  heard  a  rumour 
about  an  hour  or  two  ago  that  a  military 
officer  who  was  struck  has  since  died. 
Now,  I  say  that  in  view  of  what  occurred 
in  the  House  laat  week,  and  of  the  con- 
stant repetition  of  these  scandalous  scenes, 
and  of  the  well-known  fact,  particularly  in 
the  present  instance,  that  theae  riots 
were  organ isetl  and  meetings  held  for 
weeks  previously  for  the  avowed  intention 
of  getting  up  these  Hots,  it  is  a  disgrace 
and  scandal  that  the  Irish  Government 
are  not  better  able  to  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  city.  The  ShankhiJl  Road  and  the 
Old  Lodge  Eoail  have  been  turned  into  a 
veritable  pandemonium.  What  I  specially 
comphiin  of  is  that  the  police  were  again 
and  again  hunted  down  and  driven  into 
the  fight  before  the  military  came  Va  their 
aid.  This  is  a  monstrous  and  outrageous 
thing,  and  is  calculated  to  inflame  and 
encourage  the  riotous  spirit  which  has  so 
often  disgraced  Belfast.  I  do  not  wish  to 
be  misunderstood.  I  have  not,  on  this  or 
on  a  previous  occasion,  come  before  the 
House  appealing  for  pnutection  for  the 
Catholics  of  Belfast,  They  are  well  able 
to  protect  themselves,  but  every  citizen  of 


Belfast,  Catholic  or  Protestant,  Methodist 
or  Presbyterian,  is  entitled  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  law.  I  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
if  he  h^is  any  further  information,  and  in 
pvrticular  whether  it  is  true  that  the 
military  officer  who  was  struck  has  since 
died. 


TiiE  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND  {Mr.  G.  W,  Baltour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  I  have  no  information  to  the 
effect  that  the  military  officer  in  i|ue8tion 
has  since  died,  Vrith  regard  to  the 
general  question,  the  hon.  Member 
appears  to  be  under  the  extraordinary 
delusion  that  the  police  are  to  be 
expected  not  merely  to  suppress  riots, 
but  also  attempts  at  riots.  You 
might  just  as  well  expect  the  police  not 
merely  to  check  crime,  but  even  to  pre- 
vent crime  from  the  outset.  Such  a 
claim  is  perfectly  absurd,  and  the  hon. 
Member  must  know  it  to  be  so. 


Mr,  DILLON:  Not  at  ail 


Mr.  a  W,  BALFOUR :  AU  the  pre- 
cautions which  could  be  taken  were 
taken,  and  it  is  impossible  in  a  city  like 
Belfast  absolutely  to  prevent  any  attempt 
at  rioting.  When  rioting  breaks  out,  all 
that  the  authorities  and  the  police  can  do 
is  to  take  adequate  measures  to  suppress 
it,  and  in  this  case  such  measures  were 
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taken.  Considering  the  extreme  tension 
prevailing  in  such  a  place  as  Belfast,  I 
have  heard  that  all  the  authorities, 
the  military  as  well  as  the  police,  did 
their  duty  in  an  admirable  way,  and  pre- 
vented what  might  have  been  a  very 
serious  riot,  resulting  in  serious  loss  of 
life.  The  responsibility  for  these  distur- 
bances rests  with  those  who  got  up  the 
processions  last  year,  and  this  year,  know- 
ing perfectly  well  what  the  result  would 
be  on  the  peace  of  this  city.  As  to  the 
occurrences  of  last  evening,  I  say  that  as 
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far  as  I  am  aware  no  riotiiig  lias  taken 
place.  A  telegram  sent  by  the  Commis- 
sioner at  8.30  says : 

"  City  remains  in  its  normal  state  ;  I  wiD 
wire  at  10  p.m." 


At   10  o'clock  a  telegram   was  reouved 
stating : — 

**  City  continues  qniet,  and,  as  far  as  I  cu 
judge,  no  danger  of  rioting  to-nigfat." 

Adjourned    at    twenty    miymtw 
after  Twelve  o'clock. 
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B  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.  EDUCATION  OF  CHILDREN  BILL. 

■  Petitions  in  favour  ; — -From  Burton-on- 


I  Trent  ; — and,     Wolverhampton  ;     to    lie 
irednmhiy,  1th  Jun*>  1899.  |  upon  the  Talile. 

'  GROUND  RENTS  (TAXATION  BY  LOCAL 

riurATE  ursixKss.  authorities). 

Petitions  in  favour  ; — From  Burton-on- 

CITV  AND   BRIXTON    RAILWAY  BILL.    T^^'l^  I  ^^^"^^  Wolverhampton  ;  to  lie  upon 


i 


As  amended,  considered  ;    to  be  read 
the  thii-d  time. 

GODALMTNi;  CORPORATION  WATER 
HILL. 

As   amended,    to    ]>e   considered    upon 
Tuesdav  next. 


the  Table. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT  (1894)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Row,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL. 

^^    LONDON  COUNTY  UOUN(  IL  (CJENERAL  I  ,.  Petitions  in  favour ;- From  Dysart  Col- 
h  POWERS)  BILL.  liery  ; — and,  Dannikier  ;  to  lie  upon  the 

'  rp    11 

I        As   amended,    to    lie    considered    upon       ^    ^* 

I    Tuesday  next.  PARISH  CHURCHES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL 

LONDON  LMPROVEMENTS  BILL. 


As  amended,  considered;  to  ])e  read  the 
third  time. 


STOCKPORT  CORPORATION  BILL 
As  amei 
third  tinu 

BRKJH TON  >L\inNE  PALACE  AND  PIER 


Petition  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland,  in  favour  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


POOR    LAW  OFFICERS'  SUPERANNUA- 
TION (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

As  Hniended,  considered :  to  be  read  the  I      Petitions  in  favour  ;-From  Angus  ;- 

and,  Stirling  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

j.,fj    rr      .1  PRIVATE    LEGISLATION    PROCEDURE 

BILL  [Lords].  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Read  a  second  timcN  and  committed.       |      petition  from  Airdrie,  in  favour ;  to  lie 

FUHNESS  RAILWAY  BILL  [Lonls].        |  ^^P^"  ^^^  Table. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed.       j         RATING  OF  MACHINERY  BILL. 

PAISLEY  AND  BARRHEAD  DISTRICT    '    .  ^^f  tionof  the   Mining  Association  of 
RAILWAY  BILL  [Lords].  Great  Britani,  agamst ;   to  he  upon  the 


Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 


Table. 


I  SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 

STAXI)L\G  OnDERS.  I  SUNDAY  BILL. 

I      Petitions  in  favour; — From  Sheffield; 
!  —  London  ;  —  Bolton  ;  —  Bamsley ;  — 
Ordered,  That  so  nnich  of  the  Standing    Pendleton  ;— and,  Ashton  -  under -Lyne  ; 
Onler  No.  91  as  fixes  five  as  the  quorum  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
of    the   Select   Committee   on    Standing  | 

Orders  be  read,  and  suspended.  TELEGRAPHS   (TELEPHONIC    COM- 

MUNICATION,  &c.)  BILL. 

Ordered,   That,  for  the   remainder    of .      Petition  from  Bristol,  against ;   to  lie 
the  Sessi(>n,  three  be  the  quorum  of  the  I  upon  the  Table. 
Committee.-    (J//-.  John  EUh.)  i 

i    tele(;raphs  (telephonic  com- 

'  MUNICATION,  &c.)  BILL. 

PETITIOXS  Petition   from   Todmorden,  for  altera- 

tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BOROUGH  FUNDS  ACT,  1872.  TOVTS  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  My tholmroyd,  for  altera- 1      Petition  from  Airdrie,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
tion  of  law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  i  upon  the  Table. 
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EAST  INDIA  (PROGRESS  AND   CON- 
DITION). 


Paper 
printed. 


presented    6th    June]    to    be 
;No.  211.] 


NATIONAL  PORTRAIT  GALLERY. 

Copy  presented,  —  of  Forty-second 
Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
National  Portrait  Gallery  (1899)  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1884. 
Copy  presented, — of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  30th  May,  1899,  declaring  that 
James  Muspratt,  Auxiliary  Postman, 
London,  Post  Office  Department,  was 
appointed  without  a  Civil  Service  Certi- 
ficate through  inadvertence  on  the  part 
of  the  Head  of  his  Department  [by  Act]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  WORSHIP   REGULATION  AND 
CHURCH   DISCIPLINE. 

Return  presented,  —  relative  thereto 
[ordered  23rd  February  ;  Mr.  Sydney 
Gedge] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  212.] 


SERVICE  FRANCHISE  BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1 : — 

Mr.  McKENNA  (Monmouth,  N.)  : 
The  object  of  the  Amendment  standing  in 
my  name  is  to  extend  the  scope  of  the 
Bill.  At  present  no  person  is  eligible 
for  the  service  franchise  if  the  person 
under  whom  he  serves  inhabits  the 
qualifying  premises,  and  in  consequence 
shop     assistants     who     reside    in     their 


ma.ster's  house  are  disqualified  if  the 
master  also  lives  in  the  same  house,  but 
not  if  he  lives  away.  Another  anonudv 
of  the  present  law  is  that  by  converting 
his  business  into  a  limited  company  the 
master  enables  his  assistants  to  qualify,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  he  inhabits  the  same 
premises.  The  proposed  Amendment 
would  cure  this  defect.  It  would  also  get 
rid  of  the  uncertainty  which  now  ezisU 
as  to  whether  the  sergeant  or  other  officer 
of  the  police  who  lives  in  the  police 
barracks  is  a  person  under  whom  the 
police  serve  in  such  a  sense  as  to  dis- 
qualify. This  is  a  point  which  has  not 
yet  been  decided  by  the  courts,  and  it  is 
quite  conceivable  that  it  mi^ht  be  decided 
in  such  a  way  as  to  practic^y  lead  to  the 
disqualification  of  ail  the  police.  I  beg 
to  move  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  1,  line  6,  to  leave  oat  from  the 
word  'employment,*  to  the  wonl  'he,'  in 
line  8."--(3/r.  McKenna.) 

Question  proposed  — 

"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out 
stand  part  of  the  clause. 

Sir  BLUNDELL  MAPLE  (Camber 
well,  East  Dulwich) :  The  hon.  Grentlemn 
does  not  seem  to  recognise  that  this  BOI 
is  to  clear  away  certain  difficulties  whick 
have  arisen  owing  to  the  decision  of  tk 
judges  in  regard  to  the  service  fru- 
chise.  The  hon.  Member  is  perfectly 
right  when  he  says  that  if  a  master  lirei 
in  a  particular  house  the  men-serranti 
are  not  entitled  to  vote.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  leave  out  the  words  mentioned  in 
this  Amendment  unless  you  further  ex- 
tend the  franchise,  and  therefore  I  am 
unable  to  accept  it. 

Question  put. 

The   Committee  divided: — Ayes,  40; 
noes,  58.     (Division  List,  No.  175.) 


Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Arrol,  Sir  NVilliam 
liames,  Frederic  Clorell 
Bond,  Edward 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbys.) 
Douglas,  Kt.  Hon.  A.   Akers- 
Drage,  Cleoffrey 
Egerton,  Hun.  A.  de  Tatton 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  (leor^'e 
Finlay,  Sir  Itol  trt  Bannatyne 
Firl)Riik,  «)o!>e{)h  Tlionms 
FitzCierald,  Sir  K.  Penr«se- 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Fclkestone,  Viscount 


AYES. 

Gedge,  Sydney 
Gol (18 worthy,  Major-General 
Gorst,  lit  lion.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Hanson,  Sir  Keginald 
H elder,  Augustus 
Kenyon,  James 
Lawrence,  \V.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
LeeP,  Sir  Elliott  (I)irkenhead) 
Loi»es,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Kent) 
Maclure.  Sir  John  William 
M*Killop,  James 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 


Mount,  William  George 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Purvis,  Robert 
RothschUd,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Rupsell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
UslK>me,  Thomas 
Welby.  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E, 
Whiteley,  Geon^e  (Stookpurt) 
Wilson.  John  (Falkirk) 
Tkllers    for  thb  Atb&— 

Sir  Blnndell  Maple  and  Mr. 

UanySamneL 


Mdfirafim  of 
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til,  Willlarri  (Giite*licflr1) 
JB,\V.(N4^WL\- under- Lyme) 
lUirtoril,  W'eiitwtjrtli  C.  Ik 

BillHOD.  A]fre<i 

Broa*h»un*tt  Henry 

Bruntier,  Sir  Jului  Tomlmwm 

Burt,  Thorna;^ 

CaliJwell,  .larneM 

Cameroo,  Sir  Charles  (Glaag.) 

Colville.  John 

Dftvitt,  Mit'Jiael 

Dilke,  Ht    Hi*«.  Sir  Charles 

Dillon,  John 

DchMfan,  r.  C. 

Duckworth*  Janio«* 

Eliift,  Jolin  Kdwanl 

Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 

Fen  wick,  Chariest 

Goddar<1,  Daniel  Fonl 

CIohL  Charles 

Gurdon,  Sir  Win.  Brani  pvton 


HsrwuiH),  U«or^t? 
Hwtly.  TlkoniHs  J.  (Wexford) 
HetJiUnvick,  Thun^a**  C.  H. 
HuUaad,  W.  H.(Vork,  W.  RO 
Jacohy*  JAnieft*  Alfred 
Jrme>i,  Wm.  (Camar^oE  ^liri?) 
Law»oo»Sir  Wijfrid(Cii  ibTd) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lyell.  Sir  Leonard 
MacAie^ae,  Daniel 
M'Cartan,  Michael 
M*Ghfie,  Richard 
MaddiaoD,  Fred 
Montagu,  Sir  S.(WTiiteehapel) 
MoTL'an,  J.  Lloyd  ( Carni  JIT  t  hen ) 
Marley,  Charlet  (Brecooshire) 
Motria,  Samuel 
Norton,  CapU  Cecil  William 
NuKsey,  Thomas  Will  ana 
O'Hrien,  Janiea  F.  X-  (C<jrk) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 


Rirliiurdf-oij,  f.  (i><ifhun»,S.E.) 
Hirkett,  J.  iNitiipton 
mdit^rt^.  ♦Iv'hri  H    iDf^rthighs, ) 
Ho(«on,  William  Snowdon 

Safnuel,  d.  (Slock ton  on  Tee^) 
Shaw,  Thomap,  (HAwick  B.) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Stead  man,  William  Charles 
Steveneon*  Fratifia  8. 
Sullivan  J  Donal  (W^estraeath) 

Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 

Warner,  Thorn  aa  Courtenay  T. 
William  H,JohnCarvelli  Notts,) 
Wilson Jlenryd.(York,W,  R) 
WiliM>n,  John  (Durham,  MhL) 

Young,  Samuel  (Cavan^  East) 

Tellers    for   the    Noes— 

Mr.     M*Kenna    and     Mr. 

Lloyd- CJeorge. 


Clauae,  m  amended,  agreed  to. 

After  the  announcement  of  the  figures^ 

Mr.  DinSTXJMBE  (Cumberland,  Egre- 
mont)  presented  himself  at  the  Table, 
and,  addressing  the  Chairmar%  said :  I 
was  in  the  Aye  Lobby,  and  the  tellers 
left  the  door  before  I  was  counted. 

♦The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber ought  to  have  stated  that  before  the 
numbers  were  announced. 

Mr.  McKFJ^^NA:  There  will  be  a 
further  oppjit unity  of  moving  Amend- 
meatB,  and,  m  undoubtedly  hon.  Mera- 
hers  oppodte  ai-e  not  here  in  their 
natural  strength,  I  do  not  pj-opoae  to 
move  any  further  Amendment.^  of  mine* 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean) :  I  propose  to  follow  the 
same  course.  The  Ameudmcr»ts  which 
liave  been  carried  extend  the  Bill,  and 
an  alteration  of  ita  whole  framework  will 
bo  necessary , 

Clause®  2  and  3  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported  ;  as  amended^  to  Xm  con- 
indcred  upon  Wedneaday  next. 

EDUCATION  OF  CHlLDItKN  BILL. 

Considered  in  Conmiittee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

*Thk  CHAIRMAN:  The  three  new 
clauses  standing  in  the  name  of  tho  hon. 


Member  for  Stockport  are  out  of  order. 
They  are  drawn  in  such  a  way  thai  they 
could  not  lie  accepted  as  Amendments  to 
this  Bill.  They  are  in  effect  Amendments 
of  the  Factory  Acts. 

Mr.  GEORGE  \VHITELEY  {Stocks 
port) :  I  respectfully  submit  that  th 
second  of  my  proposed  clauses  does  not  in 
any  way  deal  with  the  Factory  Acts, 
although  I  admit  frankly  that  the  thinl 
one  does.  The  second  clause  merely 
exempts  from  this  Act  a  certain  trade, 
but  if  the  Chairman  rules  that  I  am  out 
of  order  I  shall  l>e  out  of  court. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet) :  On  a  point  of  order,  I  wish  to 
knoiv  whether  it  would  be  possible  for  me 
to  extend  the  exception  to  persons  en- 
gaged in  agriculture. 


♦The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  exception  of 
persons  employed  in  agriculture  has 
already  been  inseitcd  in  the  Bill  I  have 
given  the  l>eat  consideration  1  can  to  the 
matter,  and  I  think  the  hon.  Members 
clause  as  drawn  is  on  the  wrong  side  of 
the  line,  and  therefore  I  cannot  accept  it. 


Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  :  I  am 
sorry  I  have  gone  over  the  lino  ;  but  I 
think,  after  your  ruling,  Sir,  I  will  with- 
draw l)oth  clauses,  ami  submit  them  in  a 
different  form  on  the  Ileport  stage. 

T  2 
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{COMMONS} 

(SUNDAY 


INTOXICATIN(;    LIQUOKS 
CLOSING)  HILL. 

(Second  Reading.) 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  TRITTON  (Lambeth,  Norwood)  : 
I  have  been  called  upon  most  unex- 
pectedly to  move  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  which  I  confess  I  thought  I 
would  have  very  little  chance  of  com- 
mending to  the  House  of  Commons  this 
afternoon.  The  Bill  which  has  been  com- 
mitted to  my  charge  has  been  drawn  after 
a  long  and  careful  consideration  by  the 
Church  of  England  Temperance  Society. 
I  venture  to  say  no  subject  at  the  present 
moment  exercises  more  the  minds  of  a 
large  mimber  of  earnest  men  and  women 
in  this  country  than  the  question  of  some 
restriction  of  the  hours  during  which 
public-houses  are  open  in  England.  The 
right  hon.  (xcntleman  the  Secretary  for 
the  Colonies  said  in  1894  that  Sunday 
closing  was — 

**  a  question  wliicli  had  prol)ii])ly  excited  more 
interest  aii<l  luul  ])roii|^ht  to  its  siipijort  more 
intluence  than  anv  other,  unless  it  im  the  re- 
duction of  public-douses." 

In  1897  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Home  Secretary,  speaking  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  said : 

"  There  is  a  great  amount  of  jK)pular  feeling 
on  the  side  of  Sunday  closing.  .  .  .  This 
object  Is  dear  to  the  hearts  of  eame^st  men, 
who  iKilieve  that  hy  total  prohihition  on  Sun- 
day they  may  not  only  improve  the  keeping  of 
Sunday  in  England,  but  may  at  the  sjime  time 
remove  many  of  those  extra  causes  of  intem- 
penince  which  may  l)e  suppose<l  to  occur  in  an 
interval  of  leisure  such  as  Suixlay  should  l»e." 

The  Bill  which  1  have  the  honoiu*  to  pre- 
sent to  the  House  of  Connnons  is  not  a 
Sunday  Closing  Bill.  It  is  a  Bill  to  re- 
strict the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  on 
Sunday.     The  first  chuise  siiys  : 

"  Su])jcct  to  any  order  made  under  this  Act, 
all  premises  in  which  intoxiaiting  li<iuor  is 
sold  hy  retail  shall  1m^  closed  <lunng  the  whole 
of  Sumlay,  Christmas  Day,  and  (loo<l  Friday." 

The  second  clause  is  as  follows  : 

"  The  licensin*:  authority  for  the  time  being 
empoworctl  hy  law  to  grant  licences  for  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  mav  make  an  order 
IHjrmitting  licensed  prcmisi's  in  their  licensing  ' 
district,  or  in  any  jwirt  thereof,  to  he  specified  ' 
in  the  order,  to  he  o])Cii  on  Sunday,  Christmas  , 
Day,   or  (Jood   Friday,   during    such   time   or 
times  Jis  they  may  hv  the  order  prescrihe,  not 
exceeding  in  the  whole  fico  horns  on  any  such 
day,  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  for  con- 
sumption oil"  the  premises  only,  and  may  make 
an   onier   varying   or   r<  \'oki'ng   any  iJievious 
order."  "  i 


{SutnliU/  (losinff)  Hltt,  344 

I  am  not  an  advocate  of  total  Sunday 
closing  myself.  It  is  desirable  we  should 
proceed  ^^ually,  and  I  believe  this  Bill 
is  one  which  will  meet  with  the  approval 
of  many  who,  though  interested  in  the 
temperance  question,  do  not  see  their  way 
to  advocate  Sunday  closing,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  secure  their  votes  for  this 
measure.  The  subject  is  one  to  which*  I 
have  devoted  myself  for  many  years,  and 
in  which  I  take  the  very  greatest  interest. 
I  urge  this  Bill  on  the  House,  firstly,  on 
l)ehalf  of  the  publicans  themselves; 
secondly,  on  behalf  of  large  numbers  of 
public-house  employees  throughout  the 
land  who  do  not  know  the  blessing 
of  a  Sunday's  rest ;  and  thirdly,  because  I 
believe  it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction 
towards  securing  some  check  on  intemper- 
ance, which  is  a  blot  on  our  national 
escutcheon.  1  most  earnestly  appeal  to 
the  House  to  let  this  modest  Bill  pass. 
It  is  in  accordance  with  the  feelings  of  a 
large  nimiber,  not  only  of  clergymen  but 
of  devoted  men  and  women  throughout 
the  country,  who  are  grieved  at  the 
terrible  evil  of  intemperance  which  dis- 
graces our  land.  Let  it  go  to  a  Committee 
upstairs.  We  have  not  a  great  deal  of 
work  to  do  this  session,  and  I  appeal  to 
the  Government — I  am  sure  I  shall  not 
appeal  in  vain  to  the  Parliamentary 
Secretary  to  the  Local  Government 
Boanl,  the  only  occupant  of  the  Treasury 
})ench,  as  his  zeal  in  the  cause  is  well 
known — but  I  appeal  to  the  Government 
to  let  this  Bill  be  read  a  second  time,  and 
passed  into  law.  I  venture  to  think  that 
in  (lays  to  come,  when  other  Members 
occupy  these  benches,  it  will  Ih)  siiid  \*ith 
great  credit  to  this  Conservative  and 
Unionist  Government  that  it  used  the 
great  majority  the  country  gave  it  to 
pass  into  law  a  measure  which  cannot 
fail  to  be  the  greatest  possible  blessing 
not  only  in  the  present  day  but  for  all 
generations. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 


"  That  the  Hill  be  now 
—{Mr.  Triffon.) 


reml  a  second  time. ' 


Mi(.  COLVILLE  (Lanarkshire,  N.K): 
1  rise  to  support  very  cordially  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill.  Arguments  are  not 
needed,  and  I  merely  wish  to  say  that  for 
the  last  forty-five  years  we  have  enjoyed 
in  Scotland  the  blessing  of  Sunday  dos- 
ing, and  it  has  been  universally  admitted 
that  it  has  acted  not  only  in  the  interests 
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of  the  pul»lic«iis  and  all 

traile,  but  has  been  an  uimiixed  bleaaiiig 

to  all  cliuiSGs  of  the  community. 

Mil  JAMES  LOWTHER  :  1  rise  for 
an  iippoaite  puqjoae  to  that  stateil  by  the 
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Koyal  Commission  m  still  sitting,  I 
oliserve  that  tho  Chairman  of  that  Com- 
mission has  publicly  declared  that  the 
Commission  is  dissolved,  and  he  has  stated 
that  in  virtue  of  the  power  conferred 
upon  him  by  the  Commission  he  declared 
ht»n.  MemlH>r,     I  wish  tt»  place  bef<ire  the    it  to  l>e  dissolved.     How   that  announce 


House  the  |)eculiar  posit  ion  in  which  it  is 
now  placed  We  have  a  Bill  bcfurt'  us 
which  ha^j  been  unL*xpeetedly  lirou^ht 
under  ovu*  notiie,  I  drj  riot,  of  course, 
blame  my  hori-  friend  in  any  shape  or 
form.  He  hits  followt'd  si  prriectly  straighb- 
forwanl  course,  as  everyone  who  knows 
him  would  expect.  But  we  now  tintl 
ourselves  called  on  to  deal  with  a 
measure  of  extTenn*  importance,  aufl  <Mie 
on  which  great  pubh'c  freling  has  always 
iML'cn  exhil»ited  as  long  ;is  I  can  recollect, 
and  the  Tre^iaury  Ix^nch  is  empty  with 
the  exception  of  one  »x"eu[>ant.  H^is  the 
Parliamentiiiy  StHTetary  to  the  [AK'n] 
Govenmient  Boanl  any  mandate  from  his 
colleagues  to  convey  their  viewts  on  this 
mibject  to  the  House  t 


(Tyrone,  S,) : 
the  Tiejisury 
alTeeting    the 


Mr,  T.  W.  Kl  SSELI. 
None   at   alt,     I    am    ou 
iKjneh     because     matters 
Locid  Government  B<mi'd  apjicar  on  the 
Order  Paper,  and   I   have  no  intention  oi 
dealing  w*ith  other  matters. 

Mh,  JAMES  LOWTHEi:  :  t.hiit,.  so. 
My  hon.  friefid  ht^ai-s  out  my  statement. 
He  is  here  to  «lischargc  hrs  own  duty  and 
Ui  attenrl  to  a  piuticular  *|Uf8tioii,  but  he 
is  nr*t  in  a  [position  to  speak  for  his  c<»l- 
leagiies  or  to  afford  tlie  House  ajiy  giiiil- 
anee  as  to  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  on  a  subject  of  such  import- 
ance m  thatr  now  before  us.  1  am  glad  to  see 
that  mv  htm.  friend  hm  now  been  relieved 
from  his  solitJiry  |>ositiori,  and  that  he  h?vs 
lasen  joined  by  my  right  hrm.  friend  the 
Under  Secretary  for  the  Hnme  I*r|mrt- 
ujent.  I  wtiuld  ask  my  right  hon.  friend 
if  he  hjus  eotne  to  siuie  the  views  of  the 
t>ovenmient  to  I  lie  House,  and  if  he  can 
assure  us  that  this  matter  has  )>een  fully 
considered  by  the  Cabinet,  or  if  he 
can  present  the  \iews  of  the  SeereUiry 
of  St^tc  for  the  Home  r>r|Mirtmcnt. 
We  are  all  of  us  approaching  this  subject 
under  very  peculiar  conditions.  A  Koyal 
Ommussion  appointerl  by  this  (lovtrm- 
ment  is,  I  believe,  at  this  vi»ry  moment 
charged  with  the  consideration  of  this 
bubject,  iiJ though  I  feel  iloubtful  a^  tu 
hovr  far  I  am  justified  in  e^ving  that  the 


mcnt  stands  from  a  legal  point  of  view"  I 
hesitate  to  expri'ss  any  opijuon  upon.  I 
am  inclined  to  think  it  is  absolutely  ultra 
rilcs,  ami  consequently  has  no  etTect,  But 
even  assuming  that  view  to  be  incfirrect, 
and  that  the  Royal  (■ommission  is  dis- 
charged  from  furtlier  consiileration  of  the 
subject,  it  would  be  very  unfoFtunate  for 
the  House,  without  any  official  authority 
or  giudunce  whatever,  t*j  attempt  to  deal 
with  so  important  a  subject.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  hours  at  which  intoxicating 
liquors  shall  be  retailed  on  Sundays  is  one 
of  the  most  diflknilt  problems  which  a 
Iloyal  Commission  could  vmdertake.  I 
have  seen  a  draft  of  the  rival  reports  of 
this  Commission,  and  they  re\'eal  a  very 
extraordiniuT  contfict  of  opinion,  though 
I  am  not  aware  that  any  exact  official 
announcement  has  vQi  been  made  upi>n 


this    subject. 
Cocke  rmouth 
making    short 
not    only    on 
other  ilay,  and 


The  hon.  Member  for 
would  bo  in  favour  of 
work  of  this  question, 
Sundays,  but  u|X)n  any 
upon   this  subject  T   do 


not  think  that  the  hon.  ^Jendicr  has  ever 
firawn  any  distinctinu  between  one  day 
and  :inother.  Acconiing  to  my  hon. 
friend's  view  it  is  a  most  mischievous  and 
injurious  trade,  which  o\ight  not  to  bo 
merely  limited  to  a  ceitairt  number  of 
hours,  but  shouhl  be  absohitely  extin- 
guished for  even  That  is  the  view 
which  the  hon,  Mend>er  for  Cockennouth 
has  persistently  advocated  fin*  many 
years.  I  doubt  whether  the  Members  of 
this  iliiuse  have  had  an  opportiuiity  of 
studyir>g  the  report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
missitui  which  luus  lieen  app< tinted,  and  I 
do  nc»t  think  any  Member  m-  any  autfn>- 
ritative  sectioTi  of  the  House  would  care 
to  nish  pell-mell  into  a  ilecision  upon  this 
thorny  sulfject.  With  reference  to  the 
Bill  itself,  T  am  bound  to  iwimit  that  I  did 
not  regaitl  it  as  a  probable  subject  to  bo 
considered  ti>day,  nor  hnd  I  regarded  it 
as  a  Bill  which  was  likely  to  l*e  taken  this 
Session.  Therefore  my  hon.  friend  in  that 
respect  shares  mv  surprit*e.  The  pro 
moter  of  this  Bill  drx's  not  give  us  a 
memorandum  f»r  epitome,  ils  scmie  pro- 
moteri'  have  doiie,  and  I  think  he  wns 
wise  ill  not   doing  that,  because  on  the 
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face  of  it  the  measure  shows  pretty  well  .  which  he  undoubtedly  possessed  of  press- 
what  his  intentions  are.      My  hon.  friend  t  ing  the  advantage  he  had  gained.      I  am 


proposes  that  public-houses  shall  be  closed 
on  bundav  without  any  recommendation 


not  going  to  make  this  suggestion  to  my 
hon.  friend,  and  if  he  will  take  my  advice 


from  the  Executive  or  without  any  report  I  he  will  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  he 
from  the  Royal  Commission.  Besides  has  got ;  but  I  hope  he  will  avail  himself 
this,  he  proposes  to  allow  the  licensing  I  of  it  in  true  Parliamentary  fashion  by  not 
authority  to  discharge  duties  which  have  i  attempting  to  gloss  over  the  imdoubted 
never  been  confided  to  any  licensing  \  difficulties  which  surround  this  subject, 
authority  before.  The  Bill  pro\ides  that  '  for  it  is  a  very  thorny  and  difficult  ques- 
the  sale    of    intoxicating    liquors    on  a    tion.      I  do   not  think  myself  that  the 


Siuiday  shall  be  confined  to  two  hours, 
and  only  for  consumption  oflf  the  premises. 


Royal  Commission  would  be  wasting  their 
time   if  they  were   to  listen  to  the  sug- 


I  am  not  going  to  find  fault  with  that  on  ;  gestions    which   my   hon.  friend   has  to 
"~*  -      -    .    make.     As  far  as  I  can  judge,  I  think  the 

time  of  that  Commission  has  been  very 
views  of  a  very  large  number  of  people    largely  wasted,  and  I  do  not  think  that 


Its 
to 


merits, 
be   said 


There    is    a     good     deal 
in    favour  of    meeting  the 


who  have  not  the  luxury  which  a  cellar 
affords,  and  who  are  dependent  upon  the 
nearest  licensed  house  for  the  beor  which 
they  consume  at  their  meals.  Therefore 
I  am  not  disposed  to  find  fault  with  my 
hon.  friend  for  having  affonieii  greater 
facilities  for  the  consumption  of  intoxicat- 
ing liquors  off  the  premises.  I  fail  to  see, 
on  the  other  hand,  what  provision  my 
hon.  friend  has  made  for  that  very  inte- 
resting personage  the  lona  jidr  traveller. 
He  is  a  person  of  whom  we  have  heard  a 
great  deal  in  our  time.  He  very  often 
performs  a  very  aniuous  journey,  and 
he  is  sometimes  supposeii  to  hail  from 
a  {dace  not  very  far  outside  the  area 
of  his  own  parish.  I  presume 
that  my  hon.  friend  desires  to  guard 
against  the  spurious  traveller,  but  I  "think 
the  case  of  the  h-nn  nd^  traveller  is  one 
which  ought  to  W  seriously  roiranieii  by 
Parliament.  I  represent  myself  a  i\>n- 
stituency  where  the  hma  n^u  traveller 
looms  very  Largely — pn^bably  few  hon. 
Member?  are  aware  of  the  great  n\miK^r 
of  attractions  in  the  district  which  1  have 
the  honour  to  represent.  Therefore  I 
make  no  apoK^'  to  the  Houso  for  draw- 
ing attention  to  the  very  grave  im^-^n- 
venienoe  and  the  grv^ss  injustice  whivh  a 
measure  of  this  kind  wouKi  inflict  ujvmi  .'^ 
vast  numWr  of  pi-riions  for  whose  cx^n- 
venience  ,and  cvnifon  Parliament  o;u:hT 
to  have  s.^me  repin:.  That  K-ini:  ><\  1 
think  I  am  e!.:iiii\i  to  ask  how  Y.i  v,ir; 
exDoct  the  Hi  v.>e  of  C^^n;nKn>-  pni.::- 
caUy  wiihor*:  i.otioe,  .-ir.d  iv.  f;uo  of  the 
circumsianots  to  which  I  have  alnva^iy 
drawn  attentiv-n — :o  give  a  sovvrd  rt\^*.i- 
ing  to  a  Bill  doalir.c  with  m^  ix"^.rt:y.]iv,'i:<\i 
and  CH>r.trovorsial  a  subject.  Th.c 
hon,  G^mlen-an  op}xiMt<\  \;}v>r.  the  Sk^v 
vice    Francbist    Bill,  wai\i\I    ihe    nch: 


the  result  of  its  laboiu^  whenever  that 
resuft  is  forthcoming,  ^-iU  redound  very 
largely  to  the  credit  of  those  concerned. 
I  !un  quite  aware  that  a  great  deal  ot 
thas  result  is  due  to  the  system  adopted 
by  the  authorities.  The  plan  of  ap- 
pointing on  a  judicial  inquiry  a  certain 
number  of  bigoted  partisans  on  either 
side,  and  then  bringing  an  equivalent 
numlier  of  persons  supposed  to  have  a 
well-balanced  mind,  is  pernicious  to  a  de- 
gree. I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
a  large  number  of  the  members  <3  the 
Roy;il  Commission,  though  they  are  very 
valuable  as  witnesses,  are  in  the  wrong 
place, 

Mr,  speaker  :  Oixier,  cider !  The 
hon.  MemWr  wiU  not  be  in  order  in  dis- 
cussing the  way  in  which  the  Conumssion 
is  composevi  or  the  manner  the  matter 
w.as  conducted  before  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion, K^fore  it  has  reported. 

Mr,  JAMES  LOWTHER :  I  am  gjad 
that  I  am  relieved  from  the  difficult}'  of 
trvingto  give  an  accoimt  of  the  proceedings 
Wfore  the  Commissioners.  As  you  Tery 
pn^^x^rly  pivlntixi  out.  the  least  said  about 
them  the  K-tter.  1  gather  that  I  have 
the  ;»ss<  r.t  of  my  hon.  friend  to  this ;  he  re- 
cop;i>e<  the  desirability  and  the  necessity 
v>t  ox|xx;r*v:ing  a  ^heme,  which  so  far  has 
r.ov;r  Ihw.  o.or.e  K>fore,  My  hon.  fnend 
h.\>  >:.;tv.i\i  this  question  in  all  its  bear- 
ir.c>  f  r  A  c:xv.t  many  years,  but  he  has 
i^evor  :vie:  tinod  himself  with  the  extreme 
views  held  by  some  upon  this  sabject. 
Thtre  has  been  a  marked  distinction 
Kt\*;-tr.  the  nuvierat^  spirit  which  has 
;,.t,;.\t<\i  r.y  bor..  friend  and  tboae  which 
V.:»\ 0  bixr.  ad\ WAXod  by  some  who  hold 
r.urv   txi:vr.>e  vic^-s,  who  odl  his  Kll 
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I 


I 


I 


I 


I 


half -h ear to<l»  and  lotik  npun  him  as  a  turr*- 
coat.  But  they  stre  wrung  in  (ining  so, 
because  he  \vd&  tlisiiaHociated  himself  from 
the  mure  extreme  virws,  and  he  never 
has  associated  himself  with  the  extremists 
who  desii'6  to  anuihikte  such  a  hirge 
industry.  As  to  the  further  ehiusos  of 
the  BiU,  I  hoiked  that  my  hon.  friend 
would  have  relieved  me  from  the  neces- 
sity of  endeavouring  to  expound  them, 
1  think  it  is  usual  for  those  urging  the 
acceptance  of  a  Bill  upon  the  House  to 
discharge  that  duty.  My  hon.  friend 
propoaea  to  adopt  for  his  purpose  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Licensing  Acts ;  and,  sup- 
posing that  It  is  right  for  us  to  dc-il  with 
the  matter  at  all,  that  is  a  very  reasonable 
course  to  be  pursued.  Therefore  I  shall 
not  detain  the  House  by  going  through 
the  subsidiary  clauses  of  the  Sill.  The 
fact  remains  that  the  House  M^ould  be 
adopting  an  absolutely  unpreeeilented 
course  in  reading  a  Bill  of  this  kind  a 
second  time  on  this  occasion  ;  a  Bill  deal- 
ing with  such  great  interests ;  a  scheme 
for  shutting  up  every  refreshment  house 
in  the  country,  so  far  as  consumption  on 
the  premises  is  concerned,  i^ithout  so  far 
as  I  can  see  any  provision  whatever  for 
recognising  hotels,  although  it  may  per- 
haps apjpear  by  reference  to  some  existing 
Act.  bo  far  as  I  can  see^  my  hon.  friend 
would  shut  up,  so  far  as  the  bona  fidt 
travelling  public  are  concerne<l,  every  hotel 
and  licensed  house  in  the  country.  Aa 
regards  hotels,  there  is  a  very  great  dis-  I 
tinction  between  the  refreshment  houses 
liaed  by  the  wealthy  and  those  used  by 
the  poor,  and  I  have  always  contended 
that  legislation  of  this  kind  is  for  the 
mo«t  part  essentially  class  legislation.  My 
friend  has  alisolved  himself  from  that  ex- 
treme reform^  but  I  cannot  see  that  he  con- 
templates any  preferential  treatment  as 
regards  hotels.  The  law  distinctly  re- 
cognises such  a  clistinction  l>eing  made, 
and  posgibly  by  some  reference  there  may 
be  some  Act  emlM:>died  in  this  Bill  which 
will  carry  out  this  idea,  »So  far  as  the 
BU]  itself  is  concerned  it  appears  upon 
the  face  of  it  that  it  would  be  a  very 
crude  measure,  not  acctjrapiinietl  by  any  of 
those  necessary  safeguards  either  to  the 
trade  concerned  or  to  the  community  at 
large,  of  which  hitherto  the  promoters  of  all 
measures  of  this  kind  have  availed  them- 
lelves.     The  Housa  would  be  well  advised 

I  to  dechno  to  deal  with  this  matter  at  all. 
Under  the  circumstances,  I  do  not  wish  to 


culty  by  ntoving  that  this  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time  six  months  hence,  which 
would  be  the  natural  conchision  of  my 
remarks.  I  would  mucli  rather  leave  it  to 
my  huji.  friend  to  reconsider  his  position 
tuider  the  circumstances,  in  order  that 
he  may  have  an  opportiudty  of  withdraw- 
ing the  measure. 

Mr.  NUSSEY  (Pontefract) :  We  all 
recogidse,  I  think — no  matter  what  our 
views  may  be  upon  the  temperance  ques- 
tion, whether  we  are  in  favour  of  any 
particidar  measure  or  not — the  necessity 
of  some  reform.  We  all  desire  to  pro- 
mote the  real  temperance  of  this  country, 
and  any  such  meiisure  must  have  the 
support  of  this  House  ;  but  there  is 
always  the  danger  that  upon  such  a  ques- 
tion as  this  we  may  legislate  l»efore 
the  time  is  ripe  for  such  legislation.  I  do 
not  think  any  Bill  which  is  brought 
before  this  House  can  be  successfid 
unless;  it  has  the  full  authority  of 
the  people  behind  it,  and  that  being 
so  I  now  prop<:>se  to  devote  my  attention 
to  the  second  clause  of  the  Bill  If 
I  understand  this  Bill  conectly,  the 
second  clause  proposes  the  partial  closing 
of  public-houses  m\  Sunday.  It  proposes 
that  they  may  open  fol^  two  hours  every 
Stmday  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  licensing 
authority  it  is  expedient ;  but  what  1 
suggest  is  that  the  licensing  authority, 
aa  at  present  constituted,  is  not  in 
touch  with  the  feeling  of  the  people 
in  the  locality  on  that  question.  I  do 
not  see  how  any  Member  of  this  House 
can  know  whether  a  public-house  in  ^ 
particular  district  should  be  open  for  a 
particular  time  only.  It  is  impossible 
to  legislate  in  advance  of  local  public 
opinion  in  such  a  matter  as  this;  and 
unless  you  have  the  people  with  you, 
the  police  with  you,  and  the  magis- 
trates with  you,  it  is  useless  decree- 
ing that  all  public-houses  shall  be 
closed  on  Sunday.  I  would  much  rather 
place  this  question  in  the  hands  of 
the  people  themselves,  in  the  hands  of 
those  who  use  public-houses,  and  who 
have  every  right  to  use  them  in  a  fair  and 
proper  manner.  We  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  who  profess  to  trust  the  people,  do 
not  see  why  we  should  not  give  them  full 
power  over  this  as  over  other  matters.  I 
think,  myself,  that  if  the  people  had  a 
right  to  control  the  public-houses  there 
would  be  lietter  beer  and  better  whisky 
and  a  larger  measure  of  temperance,      It 
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seems  to  me  that  the  motion  which  I 
hope  to  move  is  essentially  a  popular  one, 
and  drafted  on  popular  lines,  and  there- 
fore I  shall  move,  "  That  no  Bill  to 
restrict  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  on 
Sunday  would  be  s;itisfactory  unless  it 
embodies  the  principle  of  local  option." 
That  will  satisfy  even  the  aspirations  of 
my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Cocker- 
mouth.  He  can  have  no  logical  objection 
to  local  option  on  Sundays,  if  he  advocates 
it  for  the  rest  of  the  week.  Then 
there  is  the  fact  that  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion has  not  yet  reported,  and  I  would 
also  point  out  that  this  Bill  is  exciting  a 
great  deal  of  interest  in  the  country, 
and  that  it  comes  here  most  un- 
unexpectedly  on  a  Wednesday  after- 
noon, on  the  eve  of  the  report  of  the 
Royal  Commission.  Till  we  have  that 
report  I  do  think  it  would  l)e  better  not 
to  proceed  ^vith  this  Bill  in  its  present 
form,  but  to  put  the  whole  question  into 
the  hands  of  the  people.  With  that 
remark  I  beg  to  move  my  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  from  the  word  *  That,'  to  the 
end  of  the  question,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
*  no  Bill  to  restrict  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  on  Sunday  is  sjitisfuctor}'  unless  it 
embodies  tbe  principle  of  local  option."' — 
{Mr.  Nus^nei/.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out 
stand  part  of  the  question." 

Mr.  WARNER  (Stafford,  Lichfield): 
I  beg  to  second  the  Amendment,  although 
it  does  not  exactly  express  my  views  on 
this  Bill.  Although  I  am  in  favour  of 
temperance,  and  of  every  sort  of  legisla- 
tion that  can  really  conduce  to  temper- 
ance, I  must  say  there  are  restrictions  in 
this  Bill  which  would  work  very  seriously 
aeainst  the  comfort  of  the  working  classes 
of  this  country.  The  point  I  object  to 
most  is  that  those  depraved  beings  like 
myself  who  like  a  glass  of  beer,  and  who 
have  not  the  opportunity  of  storing  it, 
cannot  get  their  beer  on  Sunday  unless 
the  licensing  authority  gives  chem  leave. 
The  licensing  authorities  vary  in  different 
places.  I  have  no  confidence  in  the  "  great 
unpaid  "  as  being  proper  judges  of  when 
working  men  who  like  their  beer  should 
get  it.  I  daresay  they  are  very  good 
judges  of  how  much  is  good  for  the  work- 
ing men,  but  at  the  Siime  time  a  little 
must  be  left  to  the  fe^l^'  ^*  those  who 
want  to  drink  beer.  to  allow 

Mr»  Nussey, 


these  to  have  some  control  over  the  hours 
of  Sunday  closing.     I  do  not  think  any 
Bill  will  be  satisfactory   which   goes   to 
such  an  extent  against  the  feelings  of  the 
working  men,  because  in  most  places  it 
would   annoy  them  by  cutting  off  their 
dinner  beer  and  supper  beer  on  Sundays.   I 
quite  recognise  that  something  must  be 
done  towards  preventing  a  great  many 
public-houses  becoming  drinking  shops  on 
Sunday.     I  do  not  say  in  aU  cases,  but  in 
certain    cases,    they    do    a   considerable 
amount   of   harm,    which    by   legislation 
might  be  controlled.     The  first  necessity, 
however,  is  to  get  the  people  to  back  up 
I  the   proposed   legislation.      In   America, 
where   much  temperance  legislation  had 
i  been  passed  of  which  the  people  did  not 
I  thoroughly  approve,  the  result  was  that 
the   law   was    broken    to    an   enormous 
I  extent.     I  think  that  any  Bill  that  deals 
I  with    this    subject   at    all   ought   to   go 
I  into    the    question    of    preventing    chil- 
.  dren     going     into     public  -  houses.       It 
1  may    be     said     that     that    question    is 
!  outside  Sunday  closing ;  but  I  believe  it  is 
j  of  even  greater  importance  than  Sunday 
i  closing,  that  the  country  is  ready  for  such 
a   measure,   and   that  the   people  would 
:  support  it  to  their  utmost.     We  are  on 
the  verge  of  getting  a  report,  or  several 
I  reports,  from  the  Royal  Commission  which 
I  has  been  considering  the  licensing  ques- 
I  tion   for  three   years.     It   is   said   these 
j  reports  will   be   issued  next   week,    and 
!  therefore  I  think  to-day  is  about  the  most 
;  inopportune  of  the  whole  year  when  such 
a  measure  as  this  could  have  been  brought 
i  forward.     AMien  the  reports  of  the  Royai 
I  Commission    are     fully    considered,    we 
'  should  get  a  better  Bill,  that  would  be 
approved  of  not  only  by  the  Roj'al  Com- 
mission itself,  but  by  the  large  majority 
of    the     gentlemen     opposite,    and    one 
'  very  much   more   satisSPactory  than    any 
1  mere   Bill   for   Sunday   closing  or  local 
,  option.     I  think  in  the  near  future  the 
Unionist  Government  wiU  he  obliged  to 
deal  with  temperance  legislation,  so  as  to 
reduce  intemf)erance,  and   do  some  good 
without  annoying  and  irritatine:  a  large 
portion    of  our  labouring  population.     I 
dissociate    myself   entirely    trom     those 
who  are  opposed  to  temperance  legisla- 
tion, and  I  u  ould  not  for  one  moment,  if 
I  thought  any  good  could  come  from  it, 
and  that    dninkenness    would    really   be 
stopptMl  by    it,    have   voted  against  this 
Bill.     I  think  that  the  Amendment  is  a 
very  wise  one,  and  that  the]  people  of  the 
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flmtrict  should  liavo  Bomo  power  U*  say  ,  iicti( hi  of  the  hori.  Baronet,  notwithstanding 
\vh*3ther  thiHV  shuiilil  l)c  Siirnhiy  ch»sing  '  the  very  good  tempered  and  ^^vacio^8  way 
or  not.  The  licensing  authorities  are  not  '  he  has  of  airing  his  views,  I  certainly  got 
sufheientiy  in  toueh  with  tlie  people  to  j  the  impression  that  he  thought  all 
jiHtifv    their    iM^ing   entru.st^iii   with    un-  i  alcoholic  liquors  were  had,  and  that  the 


Uniittid  power 


manufacture  should  he  stopped. 

Siu    WILFKID    LAWHON 
sorry  to  interrupt  again 


I     am 

but  I  never  said 


♦Mu.    SYDNEY    GEDG?:    (Walsall): 

There  is  one  reason  \vh  v  we  should  not  reml  i         ^  -        ^  . ,    s  -  s 
.,.     t>-ii  1    .'*  Tr  *    1.  anythujg  of  the  kind, 

this  Bill   a  second   tune.     If  it  liecomes        *         ^ 

law  it  will    not    affect    any  of     us    in,      *Mr.   SYDNEY  GEDGE :   Then    the 

this    House*      We    shall    Ini   interfering    manufacture  is  not  ^^Tong^  the  diinking  ia 

with  the  cijmforts  and  necessities  of  a  large    not     wrong,     hut     the     si^ile    is    wnmg, 

IkwI)^  of  Her  Majesty's   sulijeets,  in    the    Whatever   the    hon.    Iiaronet    may   say, 

happvconsciousness  that  we  on melvi^s  shrill    there  are  thuse  who  lu>lfl  the  view  that 

not    he    interfered   with   at  all     That  is  i  alcohol  does  such  .^n  infinite  amount  of  mis- 


l>eyond  all  eontradictioTw  No  one  in  this  j 
House  is  in  the  habit  of  frequenting 
pulilic-houses  on  Sunday  to  have  his 
refreshtnentj  and  to  meet  and  have  social 
intercourse  with  his  mates.  He  has  his 
own  house,  his  own  wine  and  l:>eer  cellar, 
and  if  the  Hill  W*comes  law  his  freed* im 
will  not  1h»  interfered  with  in  any  way. 


chief  that  it  ou^ht  not  to  he  manufactured 
or  suhl  That  is  a  logical  position.  But 
it  is  illogieai  for  people  to  say,  "  We  do 
not  want  to  close  piddic-housea  on 
week  days.  All  we  desire  is  to  cIobc 
them  entirely  on  Sunday."  There  are 
others  who  say  that  it  is  wrong  for 
a   man    to  take   a    moflerate   amount  of 


■ 


There  are  many  reasons  agairtst  tlie  BfU  '  refreshment  on  Sunday  which  he  enjoys 
becoming  law.  This  is  not  the  first  time  I  I  *>n  week-days  ;  and  the  argument  is  that 
have  felt  it  my  duty  to  oppose  similar  Sunday  is  a  siiered  day.  Nfjbody  would  go 
legislation  ;  hut  1  always  do  it  with  regret,  further  than  myself  in  advwating  the 
for  1  desire  the  object  airne<l at  aaheaitily  i  claims  of  Sunday  as  a  sacred  day,  and  a 
as  the  promoters  of  such  legislation  do.  I  day  to  1>e  dovotetl  t<j  rest.     It  ^vould  be 


I  can  even  go  as  far  as  to  say  tliat  if  I 
really  lielieved  that  this  Bill  wouM  con- 
sidembly  diminish  dnmkenness  I  should 
Ixj  very  much  disposctl  to  vote  for  it. 
But  I  do  not  lielicve  that  it  would  liave 
that  effect.     I  think  what  is  proposed  is 


peiiectly  logical  to  contend  |that  every- 
thing should  be  prohibited  by  law 
which  interferes  with  the  day  of  rest 
— railways,  newspapers,  the  sale  of  tobacco 
and  cigars,  the  ofwniirvg  of  publicdiousee, 
and  so  on.     But  I  see  no  logic  in  permit- 


illogicaL  This  Bill  deals  genendly  with  ting  trains  to  be  run,  newspapers, 
\\hat  are  called  intoxicating  liquc us.  It  tobacco,  cigars,  *fec.,  to  be  sold  on  Sunday, 
treats  all  liquors  alike— the  fiery  spirits,    and    in    preventing   the    sale    of    drinks 


the  strong  adulterated  gii^,  the  innocent 
claret,  anrl  the  refreshing  beer,  or  even 
choice  cider,  sfj  conlially  and  so  strongly 
rec^mmendeil  to  us  by  one  hon.  Member 
of  this  House,  It  makes  no  distinction 
between    them   all  ;   no   matter   how^  in- 


iM^cause  they  have  a  proi>ortion  of  alcohol 
in  them.  Why  do  you  not  prohibit  all 
these  things  '?  Because  they  are  for  the 
public  convenience,  and  if  they  were  prcj- 
hibited  no  one  would  stand  such  an  ir- 
terference   with   hl:>orty.      It   is  said  by 


finitesimal  the  prtiportiou  of  alcohol  in  i  some  that  the  results  would  l>e  so  e.xcellont 
ihent,  they  are  at  once  called  int^^xicuting  '  that  we  ought  to  prohibit  the  sale  on 
'^uors.  I  can  undei'suind  the  logical  Sunday.  l  ilonht  whether  the  result 
position  of  those,  like  the  hon.  Baronet  i  would  l>e  so  excellent.  It  would  arouse 
the  Memlier  for  Cwkermouth,  who  con-  in  the  breast  of  those  who  desire  drink 
aider  it  exceedmgly  wrong  to  drink  any    a  determination  to  have  it  at  all  hazards. 


liquor  at  all ^ 

Sm  WILFKID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land, Gockennouth) :  I  riae  to  order,  1 
never  made  any  such  statement. 

Mk.  SYDNEY  GEDGE:  Of  course  1 
witlidraw  the  statement  on  the  aasiu-ance  of 
the  hon.   Baronet;    liut  from  the  public 


It  is  alleged  that  Htatistics  show  that  in 
districts  where  Sunday  closing  prevails 
there  is  less  drunkenness  than  in  those 
districts  where  the  public-houses  are 
open.  But  I  remoniUsr  a  learned  Queen  s 
Counsel,  who  supported  a  siniiJar  bill, 
admitting  in  this  House  that  the^e 
statistics  arc  utterly  uiutdiabie ;  and  a 
little    consideration     shows     that     that 
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must  l>e  the  caso,  A  man  goes  to  a 
public- houRu,  he  drinks  too  much,  creates 
a  disturlmiiee  im  his  way  homo,  is 
arrestyil,  and  appears  in  statistics.  But 
suppose  the  public-houses  are  closed ; 
the  man  sends  for  all  the  drink  he  wants, 
either  on  the  Saturday  night  oron  the  Sun- 
day during  the  two  hours  which  the  promo- 
ters of  this  Bill  are  gowl  enough  toallow  the 
pubiic-houses  to  Ikj  open.  The  drink  is 
brought  to  his  house,  and  is  partaken  of» 
not  only  by  himself »  but  by  his  family. 
We  have  had  a  good  tleal  of  evidence  to 
show  that  the  residt  is  very  fatal  to  the 
sobriety,  not  only  of  himself,  but  of  his 
childreir,  I  know  from  private  sourees 
w^hich  I  can  tht*roughly  trust,  from  a  lady 
who  has  don^^  a  great  deal  of  work  among 
the  pjor  in  Ciuxiiff,  that  as  the  result  of 
Sunday  closing  in  the  towir  therv.  has  been 
an  iircrease  of  drinking  and  its  fearful 
effects.  Thut  seems  to  me  a  very  strong 
reason  against  this  measure.  Though  the 
Bill  permits  the  locjil  authority  to  open  the 
house  for  a  few  houi'ti  durirrg  the  day, 
they  might  not  do  so.  The  magistrates 
might  say  that  they  were  not  disposed  to 
open  the  puhlicdiouses  on  the  Sunday, 
when  the  State  has  closed  them.  We  must 
remember  that  there  are  a  large  number 
of  unmarried  workmen  who,  as  a  rule, 
have  only  a  bedroom,  and  no  place  to  sit 
in,  except  the  conrrnon  room  of  a  public- 
house.  And  there  are  a  large  rniral^er  of 
highly  respectalile  workmen  who,  from 
the  dearness  of  rent,  are  unable  to  have 
a  separate  room  w^here  they  can  enter- 
tain their  mates  and  discuss  where 
better  wages  can  be  obtained,  and  the 
like.  Are  these  men  to  he  driven  to  the 
corners  of  the  streets  in  all  weathers,  | 
because  the  ordy  common  rc»om  open  to 
them  is  closcrl  '\  Then  ag-ain,  look  at  the 
numlier  of  clulis  which  have  been  founded, 
and  which  it  is  inrp«jssil>le  to  close — not 
bogus  cluljs,  but  genuiuti  clubs,  Radical 
cluDS,  Ooriaervative  ciuh.s,  and  Unionist 
clul>s,  all  of  them  with  bars  for  the  sale  of 
diink.  These  clubs  are  freiiueirtly  used 
to  escape  the  licensing  laws  and  the 
police  laws  ;  the  members  got  in- 
toxicating drink  late  at  night  and  on 
Sundays,  and  this  has  led  to  an 
increase  in  drunkenness.  It  is  far  better, 
I  think,  that  those  disposed  Xa.v  take  too 
much  should  take  the  liquor  under  the 
supervision  of  the  police,  and  with  proper  I 
regulations,  than  that  they  should  be 
driven  to  form  clubs  for  the  purpose.  I 
myself  would  punish  dninkeimess  wher- 


ever  it  occurs.  I  would  punish  a  man 
for  getting  drunk  in  his  o\\  n  house,  just 
as  1  would  punish  a  man  for  torturing  a 
cat  in  his  own  house.  In  regard  to  the 
Bill  before  the  House,  from  the  first 
account  w^o  had  of  it  from  my  hon.  friend 
I  thought  that  for  once  I  might  support 
such  a  Bill  But  whcrr  I  reiM:l  it  through, 
especially  the  second  clause,  I  found  it 
wfis  really  a  Bill  for  the  total  closing  of 
public-houses  on  Sunday. 

Mr.  THITTON:  The  hon.  xMember 
accuses  me  of  not  being  qrute  straight- 
forward in  my  ilescription  of  the  Bill,  but 
1  have  to  inform  him  that  1  read  out  the 
whole  of  the  first  and  second  clauses. 

*Mr.  SYDNEY  GEDGE  :  I  did  not  for 
a  moment  suggest  that  the  hon.  Member 
gave  a  nristaken  notion  of  the  Bill.  It 
is  a  Bill  for  the  total  closing  of  public- 
houses  on  Surrday  except  to  those  who  go 
to  fetch  their  refreshruent^  A  Bill  of  this 
kind  would  merely  create  annoyance,  and 
cause  a  nran  who  is  poor  to  be  treated  in 
a  different  way  from  his  neighbour  who  ia 
better  off.  If  the  people  honestly  wish  to 
close  public-houses  on  Sunday,  they  can 
do_so  by^  not  frequenting  them.  If  pub- 
licans wish  to  close,  they  are  at  liberty  to 
do  so;  but  they  are  afraid  that,  if  they 
do,  their  customers  will  go  on  week  days 
to  houses  which  open  on  Sundays.  They 
should  do  what  they  believe  to  be  right, 
and  take  the  consequences.  To  legislate 
for  their  protection  is  demoralising.  There 
is  want  of  logic  in  the  Bill;  the  good  results 
we  all  desire  could  not  be  obtained  by  it ;  it 
would  create  unfairness  and  incojrvenience; 
and  I,  therefore,  cannot  support  either 
the  second  reading  or  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUNG  (Cavari,  K): 
This  Bill  has  come  upon  us  with  surprise 
to-day.  1  read  it  for  the  first  time  a  few 
miirutefi  ago,  an<l  cr^uld  scarcely  find  out 
whether  it  was  a  Bill  fur  the  total  closing 
of  pidilic'houses  on  Sunday  or  w^hether  it 
gave  authority  to  the  licensing  authority 
to  open  the  hoiLses  for  the  otf-sale  of 
liquor.  As  a  nii'mber  of  the  lioyal  Com- 
mission, I  flu  not  know  if  I  have  a 
right  to  speak  t>n  this  subject  at  all  ; 
hut  I  think  it  wi>uldbe  very  ad  visa!  tie  not 
to  (irocced  further  with  the  Bill,  at  any  rate 
until  the  Mouse  has  full  information  in 
icgard  to  the  \arinus  qtirstiniis  that  arise 
as  to  the  oj>ening  and  closing  of  public- 
houses  on  SnTMlivs   .Hid  wi'rkdHys,      In  a 


few  days,  probably,  the  report  of  the 
Itoyal  Commission  will  be  issued,  and 
until  you  have  that  report  there  is  no  use 
consjidering  the  matter  in  this  erurle  and 
ill-constructed  form.  If  the  Amendment 
before  the  House  is  carried,  the  Royal  Gom- 
misaion  will  have  been  sitting  for  throe 
years  to  no  purpose.  In  regard  to  local 
veto  they  have  not  given  such  a  recom- 
mendation, nor  have  they  given  any  re- 
commendation in  regard  to  total  closing 
on  Sunday, 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  :  I  rise  to 
a  point  of  f>nler.  Is  the  hon.  Member 
entitletl  to  divulge  the  findings  of  a  H^iyal 
Commission  that  has  not  yet  reported  ? 

*Mlt  SPExVKER  :  It  would  be  contrary 
to  the  practice  of  the  House  for  an  hon. 
Member  to  state  what  are  the  views  of  a 
Koyal  Commission  of  which  he  is  a  mem- 
ber,  and  which  has  not  yet  reported  to 
Her  Majesty, 

Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUNG:  I  bow  to 
the  ruling  of  the  Chair.  I  may  lie  per- 
mitted to  say  that  this  Bill  does  not  apply 
to  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  anil  I 
have  no  objection  to  leave  the  English 
people  to  discuss  the  whole  matter.  On 
its  merits,  the  Bill  is  of  a  most  absurd 
oonstruction.  I  think  the  House  should 
wait  until  they  get  the  authoritative  re- 
port of  the  findings  of  the  H*jyal  Com- 
mission, and  they  would  then  be  in  a 
better  position  to  deal  with  the  whole 
question. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY  (Manchester,  SAV,)  : 
Few  of  us  thought  that  this  Bill  would  he 
reached  to<!ay,  and  some  of  us  have  only 
seen  it  since  wc  entered  the  House.  We 
are,  therefore,  at  a  disadvantage  in  con- 
sidering it.  That  is  one  re«i^on  why 
the  House  should  not  c<^tme  to  a  decision 
on  this  question  to-day  ;  another  reason 
is  that  the  report  of  the  Koyal  Commis- 
$km  of  24  menilMU-8,  which  will  be  issued 
in  a  day  or  twn,  should  be  first  consi- 
dered. I  think  the  House  would  <io  well 
if,  instead  of  voting  either  for  the 
Amendment  or  the  second  riv'itling  of  the 
Bill,  the  debate  were  adjourned  ;  and 
before  I  sit  down  I  shall,  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  Chair»  move  that  the 
debate  l)c  now  adjoumefL  The  first 
observation  that  occurred  to  mo  in  listen- 
ing to  the  speech  of  the  mover  of  the 
Amendment  was  that  he  claimed  that 
they  on  that  side  of  the  House  represent 
the  Temperance  Party.  I  admit  that  the 
hon.   Baronet  the  Memljcr  for  Cocker- 


mouth  has  led  a  party  which  is  knoira" 
as  the  Temperance  Party  ;  but  I  entirely 
deny  that  they  have  a  monopoly  of  the 
desire  to  promote  terapemnce,  or  that 
they  have  a  special  claim  to  call  them- 
selves the  Temperance  Party. 

Sir    WILFKIU     LAW^SON  :     Hear, 
hear ! 

Mil  galloway  :  I  am  glad  that  the 
hon.  Biironet  admits  that.  Instead  of 
bandying  this  al>out  as  a  party  tjuestion, 
we  shonlti  deal  with  it  on  broad  grounds. 
The  promotion  of  the  cause  of  temperance 
is  not  a  party  (luestion^  and  wo  would  do 
I  far  more  for  the  interests  of  the  temper- 
ance cause  if  we  treated  it  on  non-party 
lines.  I  agree  with  the  adage  that  it  » I 
no  use  attempting  to  make  people  sober  I 
by  Act  of  Parh'ament.  The  hon.  Member  j 
I  who  moved  the  Amejidment  said  himself  ' 
-  that  no  measure  could  achieve  success  if 
it  was  not  backed  up  hy  the  people.  If 
that  is  so,  has  there  been  any  desire  ex- 
pressed by  the  people  of  the  country  for 
this  Bill  ?  I  deny  that  there  has  been. 
I  I  have  received  many  letters  from  so- 
called  tempeniiice  reformers  of  the  wildest 
j  chai-acter.  N\'hen  the  Scottish  Local 
I  Veto  Bill  was  coming  on  I  hat]  a  letter 
from  one  eminent  temperance  leader 
asking  me  to  vote  for  it  becaus*^,  ho  said, 
the  Bill  wonld  bring  alxint  a  solier  Sunday 
for  England!  Why,  the  Bill  thd  no't 
even  apply  to  England !  Legislation 
proposed  in  this  Hoiuso  is  not  considered 
by  these  people  on  its  merits,  but  from 
a  fanatical  point  of  view.  Now,  I 
entirely  cleny  that  in  this  country  we 
have  a  drunken  Sunday,  and  I  prot'eat 
most  emphatically  against  such  an  asper- 
sion being  put  on  the  working  classes. 
They  are  not  drunken  on  Sunday  or  any 
other  day  of  the  week.  1  admit  there  is 
a  certain  amount  of  deplomble  (Jnniken- 
ness  and  crime  produce*!  from  drunken- 
ness ;  but,  I  ask,  are  you  going  to  make 
people  sol>cr  or  decrease  the  consirniption 
of  alcohol  by  Act  of  Parbament  ? 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  :  Certainly, 

Mr,  GALLOWAY:  I  would  ask  what 
possible  grotni<l  there  is  for  such  an 
assertion?  What  possible  data  can  be 
prorluccfl,  what  argtmient  cim  be  usedt  in 
favour  of  that  statement  1  Does  the  hon. 
Member  assert  that  the  working  classes 
of  this  country  are  such  a  weak-kneed  set  < 
of  people  that  because  a  ptiblic-hou.«ie  door 
is  open  they  cannot  fHb;s  it  without  going 
in  ?    I  must  say  I  cannot  take  su  low  and 
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mean  a  view  of  the  people  as  that.  But 
if  the  argument  l)e  tnie,  the  pi-oper 
way  to  (leal  with  such  a  state  of 
affairs  is  not  by  closing  the  public- 
houses,  but  by  doing  everything  you  can 
to  strengthen  the  moral  courage  of  the 
people.  It  is  not  by  a  measure  of  this 
kind,  or  1)V  Acts  of  Parliament  of  any 
kind,  that  you  are  going  to  promote  the 
cause  of  temperance  reform  in  the  country. 
I  believe  nuich  more  could  be  done  in  the 
cause  of  temperance  if  some  system  were 
found  whereby  the  alcoholic  liquors  sold 
in  public-houses  were  not  of  the  raw, 
rotten,  and  Uid  character  they  now  are. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  some  of  the  spirits 
sold  in  public-houses  in  large  towns  are  un- 
fit for  human  consumption.  Coming  to  the 
details  of  the  Bill,  the  first  clause  provides 
that  public-houses  shall  l>e  closed  on  Sun- 
day, Christmas  Day,  and  Good  Friday; 
but  the  second  clause  allows  the  licensing 
authority  the  power  of  leaving  open  the 
public-houses  for  two  hours  if  so  desired. 
Now,  there  are  some  who  have  a  respect 
for  the  licensing  authorities  as  at  present 
constituted.  Some  of  these  authorities,  I 
admit,  are  particularly  good,  and  do  their 
administrative  work  in  a  manner  that 
reflects  credit  on  themselves.  But  there 
are  other  authorities  who  do  not  deal 
with  the  questions  brought  before  them 
from  a  judicial  point  of  view,  but  from 
their  own  point  of  view,  leaving  out  of 
consideration  the  real  justice  of  the  case. 
I  rememl>er  well  discussing  this  matter 
with  a  magistrate  in  the  city  of  Man- 
chester, who  told  me  that  he  went  to 
every  Licensing  Session,  and  voteil  regu- 
larly against  every  licence.  He  l>elieveil 
he  was  acting  for  the  l)est,  but  it  is 
monstrous  for  a  man  holding  views  like 
that  to  be  allowed  to  act  in  a  judicial 
capacity.  If  that  is  the  way  in  which 
the  Sunday  exemptions  are  to  l>e  given, 
what  would  happen  ?  It  would  l)ecome  a 
question  of  which  party  had  a  majority 
on  the  licensing  authority.  And  if  the 
magistrates  who  represent  the  \'iews  of 
hon.  Members  on  this  side  of  the  House 
were  in  a  minority,  they  would  imme- 
diately come  to  the  Minister  responsible  for 
the  appointment  of  magistrates,  and  bring 
pressure  to  bear  for  the  appointment  of  a 
sufficient  number  of  magistrates  to  give  them 
a  majority.  We  all  know  what  happened  at 
Manchester,  where  the  appointnient^  wen» 
made  for  party  purpose^.  What  hap|>«'n<.Ml 
at  Manchester  was  that  after  these  gen- 
tlemen were  put  upon  the  bench  the  whole 
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of  the  licensing  policy  of  the  city  of  Man- 
chester was  entirely  reversed.  I  do  not 
say  that  the  appointment  of  these  gentle- 
men was  contrary  to  the  practice  which 
was  previously  adopted,  but  that  was 
the  result,  and  it  is  deplorable  that  those 
whose  duty  it  is  to  administer  justice  in 
this  country  should  be  appointed  for  party 
purposes,  and  should  be  put  on  the  bench 
to  carry  out  the  \'iews  of  any  particular 
section  of  the  community.  If  the  working 
of  this  Bill  were  to  bring  about  or  accen- 
tuate that  state  of  things,  it  would  be  bad 
from  all  points  of  view.  Clause  3  refers 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Licensing  Acts  of 
1872  and  1874.  Now,  the  judges  of  this 
land  have  complained  many  times  that 
Acts  of  Parliament  do  not  state  exactly 
what  they  mean,  and  they  have  to  look 
up  other  Acts  in  order  to  see  what  is 
meant.  As  far  as  I  can  understand  this 
clause,  I  suppose  it  is  intended  to  exclude 
clubs.  Some  hon.  Members  have  doubts 
whether  these  words  do  exclude  clubs. 
If  this  Bill  passes  without  alteration,  I 
can  quite  understand  what  an  excellent 
means  it  will  be  for  the  expenditure  of 
money,  testing  whether  clubs  are  included 
or  not.  If  my  hon.  friend  intends  to 
exclude  clubs,  it  will  be  better  to  have  it 
stated  clearly  in  the  Bill.  For  my  part, 
I  admit  that  there  may  be  a  great  deal  to 
be  said  in  favour  of  treating  clubs  upon  a 
different  Kasis  from  public-houses, 
although  I  have  always  looked  upon  this 
as  class  legislation  of  the  worst  possible 
description.  If  it  is  right  that  the  work- 
ing man's  club  should  l)e  closed  on  Sunday, 
I  cannot  see  why  the  clubs  which  the  rich 
men  frequent  should  not  be  treated  in  the 
same  way.  I  admit  that,  on  account  of 
the  constitution  of  some  clubs,  there 
should  not  be  the  Siime  regulations  as 
apply  to  public-houses,  which  are 
frequented  by  people  of  a  different 
character,  and  whose  ways  and  means  of 
life  are  not  of  the  same  intellectual  stand- 
anl.  As  a  matter  of  abstract  justice,  I 
have  never  l>een  able  to  understand  why 
you  shouKl  treat  a  public-house  upon  one 
basis  and  a  elub  upon  another  basis  alto- 
gether different.  If  you  admit  the  prin- 
ciple that  you  are  going  to  treat  a  club 
on  a  ditierent  basis  to  a  public-house,  then 
there  is  no  reason  whatsoever  why  working 
people  shouKI  not  form  themselves  into 
elub>,  ;iU(l  u>e  them  as  public-houses,  and 
ther.'by  avoid  alt«>gether  the  object  which 
my  hon.  frieiui  ha>  in  view  in  bringing 
forward    this    Bill.       The     lai*t    remark 
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which  I  desirtHOTHfflf  Is  cm  Clause  5, 
which  says  thai  ihi!  BiU  shall  not  appty 
to  Scotiatid,  Ireland,  or  Wales.  1  pre- 
sume that  Waic«  id  excluded  Wcauee 
iftiiey  have,  practically,  Sunday  chjsing 
Tiere  already.  As  a  supp<  »rter  of  the  Act 
of  Union,  I  think  it  is  a  pity  that  national 
nieajsures  uf  this  kind  do  not  treat  the 
whole  of  the  United  Kingrlrim  upon  the  ; 
same  basis, 

♦Mr.    DATITT  (Mayo    S^:  We    will 
Bpt  it  for  Ireland, 

Mr.  GALLOWAY:  I  do  not  know 
what  particular  authority  the  hon.  Mem>H?r 
ha«  t'^  speak  <»n  >»ehalf  of  Irt^land.  I  have 
always  heM,  and  still  hold,  that  in  letrisLi^ 
tioM  of  this  kind  we  ought  to  l»e  placiHl  on 
all  fours  in  all  parts  of  the  United  King- 
dom.  We  are  in  the  position  of  not  j 
having  received  the  report  of  the  Royal  i 
Commission  which  has  been  sitting  for 
thn^e  years  conaidering  this  question,  and 
we  do  not  know  what  their  recommcnda' 
tions  may  Ije,  for  we  have  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  the  evidence  which 
was  given  before  that  Conunission,  There- 
fore a  more  inopportune  time  than  this 
to  con^iider  this  question  could  hardly  have 
been  selected.  Uncler  these  circumstances 
I  l>cg  to  move  the  adjouniment  of  the 
Debate, 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Kings Lynn): 
I  beg  leave   to   second    this  motion,     A 
question  of  this  importance  should  not  be 
dealt  with    by  a    *'  snap  "   debate,  for   it  I 
involves  nothing  le^  than  the  lilierlies  of  I 
the  people  of  England.     My  1  relief  is  that  ' 
the  peo])le  of  Krtgland   l>elieve   that  it    is 
Ijetter  to  have   liberty  with   dnmkenness  , 
than  slavery  with  temperance,  and  that  it  i 

better  to  have  liberty  with  diaefise  thati 

ivery    with   health.     That  is  the  ques* 
tion  really  involved  in  this  Bill,  and  it  is  I 
of    such    importance,    and  has  eumo  on  , 
l*ao    suddenly,    without    oppjrt unities    to 
adequately  discuiis  the  matter,  that  I  do 
not  think   it  should   Ix^  discussed   in   this 
casual  way  in   the  absence  of  the  leaders  ' 
of    I'loth    parties.       It  Is   a   very  serious  I 
question,    and   it  is   much    mont   serious 
than  appears  on  the  surface.     Let  me  say 
De  word  as  to  the  temperate  man.     We 

i  called  upiju   to  admire   the   tenifM-nite 

"man  ;  but  what  is*  he  ?  Why*  he  is  a  pour, 

pale  bhuwied,     infirm,     iinenergetic    man, 

wiifiuut  generosity  and  without  pers^'ver- 

anee.      VVas  Moses  a   t4Muperate  man,  or 


Martin  Luther,  or  Napoleoii,  or  «uy  tni 
who  was  ;iny  good  in  this  worM  t  No ! 
Those  men  had  great  counigie  sihI  ciier> 
getic  con\iction&,  and  they  all  took,  oat 
proper  occasions,  a  certain  amount  of 
alcoholic  nourishment,  I  do  not  kiiow 
whether,  on  the  motion  for  adjourn- 
ment, I  should  y*e  ill  order  in 
going  into  the  merits  of  the  Bill, 
Temperance  advocates  themselves  are  ail 
illustration  of  intemperance  itself,  for  of  all 
the  intemperate  people  in  this  world 
there  are  none  so  intem|>erat€f  as  they 
are.  They  are  not  content  themselves 
with  their  own  form  of  temperance,  but 
they  woidd  impose  their  Puritanical 
tymnny  \ni  their  countrymen,  assuming, 
as  the  prtmioters  of  this  Bill  tlo  assume, 
that  we  all  abuse  our  opportxmities  for 
refreshment.  They  do  not  ask  whether 
a  man  abuses  liquor  or  not,  but  they 
assume  that  he  is  going  to  abuse  it.  The 
modern  history  of  this  question  and  the 
facts  of  the  present  day  do  not  justify 
any  more  of  these  nauseating  Fuiitamcal 
attacks  on  the  lil»erties  of  the  people  of 
Engbnd. 

Sir  WTLFKII)  LAWSON:  I  rise  to 
order,  I  desire  t<:»  know  if  the  hon. 
(Jentleman  is  in  ottier  in  discussing  this 
question  on  a  motion  for  adjournment, 

Mr,  SPEAKER  :  No  new  question  has 
yet  Ijeen  put  before  the  Uouae,  and  the 
hon.  Member  is  in  onier. 

Mr,  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  think  the 
hon.  Baronet  opposite  ought  to  Ik*  obliged 
to  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  tellir»g  him  what 
ure  the  elemetitaiT  nUes  of  debate,  I 
say  that  all  the  fiict^  of  this  day  prove, 
and  increasingly  prove  day  by  day,  that 
no  such  special  interference  with  the 
liberties  of  the  English  pv>p]<*  is  required 
in   the   caus4L*    of   t.  .,     I    am   a 

student  of  my  feihi  \  meii^  and  I 

do  declare  ni«>st  s<>iemnly  in  this  House 
that  to-day  temperance  is  making  most 
fearful  strides  among  the  population. 
When  I  was  young  I  remember  well  that 
nothing  could  1k3  olitained  at  a  railway 
station  except  alcoholic  refn^shment, 
which  was  genendly  beer  nv  spirits.  But 
now  every  railway  station  refreshment 
room  is  overHowing,  I  was  going  to  say 
with  milk  and  honey,  but  at  least  with 
milk  and  mineral  waters.  The  poor  pale 
glafis  of  whisky  is  out  of  date,  anil  motlest 
drunkenness  ilari*  not  show  her  face.     Sq 
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ally,  Itut  only  with  one  particular  occasion 
for  getting  driink,  providing  you  wish  to. 
Those  who  have  travelled  in  the  East 
know  the  great  convenience  of  what  are 
known  iia  guest-houst^s,  \^'eJI,  the  public- 
houae  is  the  gue^^trhouse  c*f  England,  as  iu 
name  iniph'e.^,  and  it  is  the  only  one  left 
open  to  the  poor  man.  The  rich  man 
has  his  eluh,  and  he  has  also  his  hotel, 
whii'li  is  an  expensive  refuge  not  open  to 
the  pool'  maji-  The  pu)>lic-hous<.^  is  so 
rumied  U^canse  it  is  a  house  of  piiVilic 
entenainnient,  and  this  is  whure  these 
intemperate  temperance  Puritans  make  a 
mistake.  They  assume  that  a  man  only 
goes  into  a  public-house  in  order  U)  get 
drunk  :  that  is  an  entirely  unwarranted 
assumption,  which  is  disproved  almost  by 
everybody  who  frequent  public-houses. 
Public- houses  are  open  tn  alJ,  ami 
pt'Ople  frei|uent  them  in  ortler  to  obtain 
reascmable  refreshment;  and  it  is  per- 
fectly outrageous,  because  one  in  a 
thousand  happens  to  ovei'step  the 
moderate  limit,  to  call  npon  this 
House  to  close  the  whole  of  our  public- 
houses  altogether.  In  my  opinion  the 
Ameridnieut  is  almost  worse  than  the  Bill 
itself,  becauses  it  suggests^  I  am  informed, 
local  option.  J  am  not  afraitl  to  say  that 
I  am  dead  against  cither  Sunday  closing 
or  kical  option.  Upon  one  occasion^ 
when  1  was  contesting  an  election  for  a 
small  town  in  the  Midlands,  T  was  inter- 
viewed by  a  temperaitce  deptiiation. 
They  asketl  me,  '*  Are  you  in  favour  of 
local  option  and  the  closing  of  pid  (lie- 
houses  OT1  Suriilay  ? "  I  replied,  "  What 
is  the  gnod  of  asking  nie  those  questions  ; 
you  know  you  are  all  Itjulicals  and  you 
mean  to  vote  against  me."  They  replied, 
''Oh,  no,  w^c  put  temperance  Ijefore  all 
things,  and  if  you  will  satisfy  ue  on  the 
temperance  quest  ion  we  shall  be  quite 
prepared  to  vote  for  yon."  1  told  thenj 
that  I  was  against  Sunday  chKsing  and 
h>cal  optitJU,  and  that  I  was  in  fjivour  of 
a  little  moderate  druukeunesa — I  think  I 
cjilled  it  hilarity  ;  at  any  rate,  it  is  that 
sort  of  exhilaration  which  the  hon. 
Baronet  opposite  get^s  froju  drinking  a 
glass  of  pure  water,  ThcTc  are  people 
who  are  capabk^  of  getting  drunk  with 
their  own  speeches,  and  1  believe  some 
people  can  get  dnuik  upju  tea.  As  for 
myself,  I  was  never  drunk  in  my  life.  All 
I  desire  is  that  we  slKiuhl  realise  thiTigs 
as  they  sictually  are.  No  matter  whether 
we  are  at  leisure  or  engaged  in  social 
meetings,  we  all  take  a  certain  amount  of 
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true  is  this,  that  drunkenness  is  almost ' 
[  extinct  in  this  country.  I  do  declare  that 
this  country  1  never  see  a  dninken 
It  is  only  when  I  cross  the 
bannel  or  the  Tweed  that  1  come  across 
an  example  of  that  almovSt  extinct  atunial 
the  dnmken  man  ;  and  it  is  a  most  re- 
markable thing  that  in  the  ordy  countries 
where  I  see  drunken  men  this  Bill  docs 
not  apply.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
twelve  gieat  statesmen— whose  immes  will 
live  in  history  and  which  appear  on  the  Imck 
of  this  Bill  -  what  .ire  theyaljotit  when  they 
bring  in  a  Bill  which  is  to  apply  tyraniiy 
in  England  in  the  name  of  temperance, 
where  it  is  not  required,  at  the  sanu3  time 
leavdng  mit  of  the  measure  Scotland  and 
Irelanfl  where  it  is  required  nn3st  I 

Mr.  day  ITT:  We  have  got  Sunday 
closing  in  Irelaiul. 

Mr,  GIBSON  BOWLES:  Yes,  f.ut 
have  you  got  temperance  in  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  DAYITT:  Yes,  we  have,  and  we 
*  boast  the  noblest  tempemnce  reformer  of 
thia  century. 

iMit.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  If  that  is  so, 
then  it  is  the  most  striking  example 
possible  of  the  absolute  ineffectiveness  of 
temperance  work,  because  there  is  no 
couiUry  in  the  universe  w^here  temperance 
refonuers  have  had  their  etfoTts  crowned 
with  so  small  a  success  as  in  Ireland.  I 
am  in  favour  myself  of  rcfreshmentj  but 
it  should  be  occasional  and  snisill.  If  a 
man  became  drunk  and  disonierly,  I  would 
curtail  his  liberty  oidy  when  he  interfered 
with  the  liberty  of  (itht>i's  ;  l>ut  if  he  got 
dmnk  in  a  quiet  and  orderly  manner  in 
his  own  house  I  would  not  interfere  with 
him,  and  I  would 

**  let  liiai  play  the  iua]  in  his  own  house/' 
as  Hamlet  says,  I  do  believe  that  all 
these  attenqits  tn  impose  what  is  mis- 
called  temperance  npon  the  English  people, 
to  prevent  them  being  able  to  go  into 
pubiicdiouses  because  it  is  assumed  that 
they  will  get  drunk,  are  destined  to  fail 
and  I  liebeve  every  one  of  these  twelve 
eminent  st^itesmen  whose  names  appear 
on  the  l>ack  of  this  Bill  will  find  when  the 
next  Genend  Election  comes  round  that 
the  attacks  they  have  made  upon  the 
liberties  of  the '  English  people  will  be 
very  seriously  and  warndy  ri'seuted. 
Now,  what  is  it  that  this  Bill  deals  with  ? 
It  does  not  deal  with  dmnkenness  gener- 

Mn  Gibson  Bowles, 
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exciting  food  or  li<iuor  to  exhilarate  us, 
and  to  whip  up  the  shiggish  flow  of  our 
spirits  to  make  us  proper  companions  for 
the  friends  we  meet.  All  ourenjojTnents 
are  based  upi^n  the  consumption  of  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  exciting  foml  nr  lirpmr. 
The  right  hon.  baronet  «»p|rM)sitf\  prftlta!i)v% 
gets  cxhiluratod  tm  a  nuitton  chop  or 
porridge 

Mr.  speaker  :  ORler,  order  !  The 
hon.  Mend»er  is  travelling  very  far  from 
the  AmemlmcnL 

Mr.  GIKSON  B0\\T.ES  :  I  will  at  once 
bring  my  remarks  to  a  close.  All  I 
wish  to  say  now  ta  that  the  whole  social 
arrangements  of  this*  country  are  baseti 
upon  the  taking  of  a  mmlemte  amount  of 
refreshment,  and  this  Bill  proposes  to 
make  a  difference  in  that  respect  with 
regard  to  those  who  wish  to  obuun  that 
rcireshment.  On  those  grounds  I  most 
strongly  object  to  the  Bill,  and  I  second 
and  support  the  motion  of  my  hon,  frierwl 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  Deliate,  1x3- 
cause  I  think  that  this  is  a  far  more 
important  question  than  it  appears  to  1)e. 
It  is  a  question  which  involves  theiilicrty 
of  the  people  of  England,  and  therefore  it 
is  one  which  should  l>t3  discussed  when 
the  occupants  of  the  front  lienches  are 
present. 


Motion  Uiade  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  the  Dehat^s  be  now  adjourned." — 
{Mr.  Galloway.) 

Sir  J.  LEE>SE  (Lancashire^  Accnngton): 
1  should  not  have  interfered  in  this  l>el>ate 
if  the  hon.  Member  for  Manchester  had 
not  ma^le  special  reference  to  certain 
statements  of  mine.  But  before  I  take 
any  notice  of  his  criticisms  I  should 
like  to  say  that  I  regard  this 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Orfler,  order  !  The 
oidy  question  now  before  the  House  is 
whether  the  Deliato  should  now  be 
adjournetl. 

Sir  J.  LEESE:  Perhaps  T  may  l>e 
allowed  to  say  that  this  is  a  very  serious 
cjuestion,  and  I  clo  not  think  that  the 
l)e>mte  upon  it  ought  to  be  afljonmed  at 
this  stage.  I  should  regret  extremely 
that  the  consideration  of  this  Bill  should 
now  l>e  postponed,  because  it  contains  a 
principle  of  the  greatest  possible  import- 
ance. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :  Ayes,  95  ;  Noes, 
85,     (Division  List  176.) 


Acland'Hood,rapt.SirAlex,  F. 
Anjitnitlier,  H.  1. 
Ascroft,  Koltert 
Att^tio,  M,  (Limerick,  W.) 
Bailey,  James  <  Walworth) 
KalcarreN,  Lord 
Bat* J win  Alfred 
Barnes*  Frederic  <  iorell 
BathurHtJIn.AlletiBtitijamin 
Blundellt  f^olonel  Ht^nry 
Bow  1  L*a  y.  I  i  i  l>st>Ti  ( K  i  1 1  j^'*9  Ljrnu 
Brook !i eld,  A.  MimUigu 
Ballard,  Sir  Harry 
ChAloner^  Captaia  K.G,W. 
Coddington^  Sir  William 
Cohen ^  B<*njftiiiin  Louh 
Colli ngii,  Kt.  tlon.  defuse 
ComwaJlb*,  FiennesStan  ley  W. 


AYES. 

rionldiii|X»  Edward  Alfred 
<iray.  Kriief^L  i  We'll  llan^l 
Uretloii.  iFolin 
Hare,  Thomiis  Leigh 
llermon-Hodi^e.  R.  Trotter 
Hickfiian.  Sir  Alfred 
Hornl)Vt  Sir  Wdliam  Henry 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hutchinson,  Capt.  (i.  W.  G.- 
Jenkins,  Sir  tlotm  Jones 
Kemp»  (k'«>rt;e 
Kenyon,  Jaine^ 
Law»*on,  John  Grant  (York«.) 
Leoky,  lU.  Hon,  Wiu.  E.  H. 
I^>di;r.  irernld  Walter  Erskine 
Lo[ie*!,  Henry  Yar»ie  Buller 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkruan 
Lu<:a.H  ShatlweU,  William 


Dalbiac,  Colonel  F'hilip  liuitch      MaciAleei^e,  l>aniel 


Do dclfth- Pennant,  Hun.  K,  S. 
Uo.TUjrd,  William  Theodore 
Dracker,  A. 

DuQcotnbe,  Hon.  Hul^rt  V, 
Fisher,  William  Haves 
FitztJerald.  Sir  Rt.  Wnrwse- 
Flannery,  Sir  Forte^cue 
Hetcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Frrie^t 
Folke«t*»nt?.  Vincotint 
Foster,  Colonel  t  Lancaster) 
Gibbons,  *h  Lloyd 
Gold,  Chaj-lefl 

Gol^UworUiy^  Major-General 
Mf,  Gibson  Mowles, 


M'lver,  Sir  L,  ( Edinburgh, W.) 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Marks,  Henrv  Hananel 
Milbank,  Sir  Fowlett  C  J. 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  ^Monm*th«b,f 
Morrell,  <Jeorge  llerbert 
Morris,  Samuel 
Morri>*on,  Waller 
Morton,  A.  H,  A.  a>eptford) 
Mount,  William  Geor^^e 
Murray,  UL  Hn.  A.  V*.  (Hate) 
Newdigate,  Framn**  Al«x, 
rVBrien,  Patrick  (KUkenny) 
Phillpotts,  CApt&in  Arlbar 


I   Pret;?rman,  Ernest  Cr«orge 
Purvisi,  Hobert 

I   Rankin,  Sir  J  am  an 
Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterfnl) 

I   Richards,  Heur}'  Charles 
RiehartlHon,  Sir  T.  iHartlep'l) 
Rolicrtson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
RothHchild»  Hii.  Lionel  Walt'r 
Roy  (Ik.  Clement  Molyneiix 
Hui*Htdl,  Gen.  F.8.  ^'hcUnlL) 
Rutherford,  John 
Samueb  H.  S,  (Limehoune) 
SasHoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
St«ine,  Sir  Benjamin 
Tnlly,  »'n^>er 
(leborne^  Thomas 
Vincent.  CoL  Sir  a  E.  H. 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Webster,  R.  G,  (Sl  Panera«]i 
Whiteley,  Creorge  (Stockport) 
Whituiore,  Charle*  Alijcrnon 
Wiliiams  Jos,  Powell-^  tSimi.) 
Wilj^on  To<id.  W.  H.  lYorks.) 
Wodehouse,  Rt,  Hn.  E.  (Itath) 
Wortley,  Rl  Hn  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wyvill,  Marmacluke  D'Arcy 

TBLLKRS     for    TnE    AVES-^ 

Mr.     Galloway     and     Mr. 
Young. 
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Allan,  Willi  un  (Gateshead) 
Allen,W.  (Newc.  under  Lyme) 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Bagot,  Capt.  J.  FitzRoy 
Barlow  John  Emniott 
Bay  ley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
Billson,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Augustine 
Broadhurst,  Henry 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Burt,  Thomas 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Sir  C.  (Gla<»gow) 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Crombie,  John  William 
Davitt,  Michael 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Duckworth,  James 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gourley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Gurdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
Hayne,  Rt.  lln.  C.  Seale- 
Heath,  James 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Holland, Wm.  H  (York,W.R.) 
Howard,  Joseph 


NOES. 

Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Lambert,  CJeorge 
Langley,  Batty 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverp'l) 
Laweon,  Sir  W.  ((^imljerland) 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Accrington) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lloyd -George,  David 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  (Kent) 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
M*(xhee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Killop,  James 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Morley,  Charles  (Breconshire) 
Norton,  Capt-  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Pease,  Alfred  E.  (Cleveland) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Richardson,  J.  ( Durham,  S.  E. ) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 


Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Teee) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Stewart,  Sir  J.  M'Taggart 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (W^estmeath) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thorburn,  Walter 
Tomlinsim,  Wm.  Edw.  Mnrray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnsley) 
Warner,  Thos.  Coortenay  T. 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Williams,  J.  Carvell  (Notts.) 
Wlllox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  ((iovan) 
Wilson,J.W.(Worcester8h.N.) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Woodhouse,  Sir  J.  T.(H  adders. 
Woods,  Samuel 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  Tritton  and  Mr.  Col- 
ville. 


Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Wednesday 
next. 

WINE  AND  BEERHOUSE  ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

Second  Reading. 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Carnarvon)  : 
I  beg  to  move  th(5  .second  reading  of  this 
Bill.  It  is  a  measure  which  is  supported 
on  both  sides  of  the  House,  and  its  object 
is  to  amend  the  Beerhouse  Acts  so 
as  to  simply  place  beerhouse  licences  on 
exactly  the  same  footing  as  ordinary 
licences  for  the  sale  of  beer  and  spirits. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHEK :  I  confess  j 
that  I  am  placed  in  a  rather  peculiar  posi- 
tion in  having  again  to  trespass  upon  the  | 
time  of  the  House  in  dealing  with  a  sub-  j 
ject  which  is  very  much  like  the  one  dis- 1 
cussed  in  a  Bill  which  has  already  been  ■ 
under  our  consideration  to-day.  Unlike 
the  promoter  of  the  other  Bill  to  which  I  | 
have  alluded,  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  | 
furnished  us  with  a  memorandum,  which  j 
is  extremely  useful  to  people  like  myself,  I 
for  it   informs   me   what   the  particular  i 


objects  are  which  the  Bill  has  in  view.  The 
memorandum  says  that  the  object  of  this 
Bill  is  to  interfere  in  a  hostile  sense  with 
what  has  been  long  recognised  by  Parlia- 
ment as  a  vested  interest.  I  do  not  think 
that  is  denied.  The  object  of  this  Bill  is 
to  give  to  the  licensing  justices  the  same 
discretion  in  dealing  with  beer  and  cider 
houses  that  they  now  possess  in  regard  to 
fully  licensed  houses  and  other  places  of 
refreshment,  and  this  Bill  is  to  place 
them  in  a  different  positi(m,  so  far  as  the 
law  is  concerned,  to  that  which  they 
occupy  now.  I  deprecated  earlier  in 
the  day  the  attempt  to  dwd  with  this 
subject  until  the  Royal  Commission 
which  is  now  considering  the  question 
has  issued  its  report,  and  it  is  not  neces- 
sary for  me  to  repeat  what  I  have  said 
before.  But  there  is  in  this  Bill  a  very 
great  distinction  between  the  two  measures 
with  reganl  t(^  vested  interest.  Parlia- 
ment designedly  gave  to  these  beer- 
houses a  vested  interest,  and  placed  them 
in  such  a  })()sition  that  the  renewal  of 
their  licences  was  wholly  outside  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  licensing  justices.  I  have 
heard  a  good  deal  of  argument  in  years 
past  upon  this  question,  and  it  is  not 
necessary  to  go  into  detail.  I  believe  it 
was  the  object  of  the  Legislature  in  deal- 
ing with  these  beerhouses  to  discourage 
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the  consumption  of  stronger  drink  by 
encouraging  the  consumption  of  milder 
l>everage8.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
national  taste,  whether  for  good  or  evil, 
has  very  largely  changed ;  and  the  taste 
for  beer  has,  relatively,  hardly  kept  pace 
with  the  taste  for  stronger  drinks. 
As  the  law  at  present  stands,  the 
owners  of  these  beer  licences  possess  a 
vested  interest,  which,  under  this  Bill,  it 
is  sought  to  remove.  I  think  it  is  un- 
wise to  attempt  to  remove  a  vested 
interest  without  that  degree  of  considera- 
tion which  it  is  impossible  for  this  measure 
to  receive  this  afternoon.  I  put  this  ques- 
tion upon  the  higher  ground  that  this  is  a 
specific  vested  interest  created  by  Parlia- 
ment which  we  are  now  asked  to  disturb. 
I  refer  to  the  opinion  of  Sir  Harry 
Poland,  who  is  acquainted  with  the 
Licensing  Acts  in  all  their  aspects.  He 
was  a  practising  barrister  and  was  engaged 
as  Prosecutor  l)y  the  Treasury.  His 
practical  experience  in  his*  profession 
has  been  supplemented  by  the  position  he 
occupies  as  cnairman  of  one  of  the  largest 
licensing  benches  in  London.  With 
reference  to  this  very  (juestion,  he  says 
that  the  Beer  Acts  of  18.30,  1834,  and 
1840  covered  the  "off"  and  "on"  licences 
up  to  1869.  In  1828  it  was  thought  to 
encourage  the  drinking  of  beer  as  against 
spirits,  and  it  was  provided  that  any  man 
could  have  a  licence  from  the  Excise  for 
beer  without  going  to  the  magistrates 
for  approval.  In  1830  that  law  was 
enacted.  These  licences  were  obtained 
as  a  right  up  to  1 834  ;  then  it  was  found 
that  the  persons  put  into  the  l)eerhouses 
were  not  real  tenants  but  merely  nomi- 
nees ;  and  in  order  to  prevent  that,  the 
Act  of  1840  was  passed,  and  it  was  pro- 
vided that  no  licence  to  sell  beer  or  cider 
should  be  given  to  any  person  not  a 
resident  occupier  or  owner. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON :  May  I 
ask  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
quoting  from  ? 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER:  I  am 
quoting  from  the  First  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  the  Liquor  Licens- 
ing Laws,  presented  to  Parliament  by 
command  of  Her  Majesty.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  was  quite  right  in  asking  the 
question,  but  I  am  not  a  retailer  of  the 
illicit  gossip  which  has  been  going  round 
recently  as  to  the  alleged  intentions  of  the 
Royal  Ck)mmission.     I  take  no  cognisance 

VOL.  LXXII.    [Fourth  Series.] 


of  any  gossip  of  that  kind  ;  and  I  confine 
myself  entirely  to  the  documents  pre- 
sented to  Parliament  by  command  of  the 
Queen.  Sir  Harry  Poland  proceeds  with 
regard  to  the  licences  obtained  as  of  right 
from  the  Excise  under  the  Acts  of  1834 
and  1840,  and  states  that  such  licences 
could  only  be  refused  by  the  ma^strates 
on  one  of  the  four  grounds  mentioned  in 
Section  E;  and  that  the  Legislature 
recognised  that  they  were  entitled  to 
carry  on  a  lawful  trade  in  which  they 
had  embarked  their  capital.  Coming  from 
such  a  great  and  unique  authority,  I  think 
Sir  Harry  Poland's  opinion  ought  to  have 
great  weight  with  the  House.  We  are 
now  asked  to  take  this  matter  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Royal  Commission  at  the 
suggestion  of  private  Members,  without 
any  official  guidance,  and  I  think  such  a 
recognised  authority  as  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Bodmin  will  admit 
that  chat  is  a  step  which  the  House 
should  be  very  chary  in  adopting.  We 
are  asked  to  interfere  with  a  vested 
interest,  and  knowing  the  high  character 
and  sense  of  justice  of  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Meml>er  for  Bodmin,  who  has 
made  himself  responsible  for  this  Bill,  I 
turn  it  over  to  find  the  compensation 
clause,  but  there  is  no  such  clause  in  it. 
Perhaps  my  right  hon.  friend  was  pre- 
vented by  his  position  as  a  private 
MemlHjr  from  making  any  motion  which 
would  involve  taxation.  That  may  be 
the  reason  why  there  is  no  com- 
pensation clause  in  the  Bill,  but  at 
any  rate  we  are  asked  to  interfere  \*'ith  a 
vested  interest  at  the  instance  of  private 
Members,  without  any  provision  whatever 
for  compensation.  There  are  only  four 
grounds  under  which  these  licences  can 
be  taken  away  under  the  existing  law — 
viz.,  character,  disorderly  conduct,  pre- 
vious bad  character,  and  want  of  accommo- 
dation. The  Bill  is  an  invasion  of  the 
general  principle  which  has,  as  a  rule, 
always  guided  legislation.  That  principle, 
which  even  those  who  have  contravened 
it  have  made  a  show  of  complying  with, 
is  that  the  possessor  of  every  right  or 
interest  shall  have  equitable  compensation 
in  the  event  of  that  right  or  interest  being 
invaded.  The  Bill  provides  that  the 
justices  shall  have  full  and  complete  con- 
trol over  these  houses,  which  they  never 
had  before.  I  am  glad  to  see  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  in  his  place, 
with  his  usual   devotion  to  duty,  and  j 
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hope  he  will  be  in  a  position  to  state  what 
coui-se  the  Government  think  it  advisable 
that  the  House  should  adopt  in  the  very 
peculiar  circumstances  in  which  we  are 
placed.  No  doubt  the  fact  that  the  Royal 
Commission  has  not  yet  reported  may  be 
used  against  the  Bill,  but  I  hope  my  right 
hon.  friend  will  go  further,  and  that  he 
will  be  prepared  to  express  his  regret  at 
this  assault  on  vested  interests  unaccom- 
panied by  some  kind  of  compensation. 
It  is  an  act  of  legislative  injustice, 
and  I  think  we  ought  to  have  some 
sort  of  explanation  from  the  Govern- 
ment. I  am  unwilling  to  conclude  by 
proposing  to  postpone  further  action  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  although  it  may 
appear  to  be  a  natural  Amendment  follow- 
ing the  remarks  I  have  been  allowed  to 
make.  I  should,  however,  like  to  hear 
some  explanation,  and  after  the  course 
which  the  House  has  adopted  with 
regard  to  the  previous  Bill,  it  is  by  no 
means  improbable  that  reasons  may 
suggest  themselves  for  deferring  the  con- 
sideration of  this  Bill  for  some  period, 
during  which  we  may  hear  the  Report  of 
the  Koyal  Commission  and  an  announce- 
ment of  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty^s 
Government  on  the  whole  question, 

Mr.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall,  Bodmin): 
My  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Thanet  appeared  to  pick  up  information 
iis  he  went  along.  He  seems  to  know 
a  great  deal  more  about  the  subject  now 
t  han  he  did  before,  although  he  was  not 
very  accurate  in  the  l)eginning.  It  is 
quite  true  that  in  1830  an  Act  was 
passed  which  allowed  beerhouses  to  be 
set  up  irrespective  of  the  control  of  the 
magistrates.  The  operation  of  that  Act 
showed  that  it  was  much  abused,  and  in 
1840  an  amending  Act  was  passed.  Even, 
however,  with  the  restrictions  in  the 
latter  Act,  these  beerhouses  became  largely 
a  public  miisance,  and  in  1869  an  Act 
was  passed  in  oi-der  to  control  as  much 
as  possilile  the  evil  effects  that  arose 
from  them.  My  right  hon.  friend 
has  developed  a  most  extraordinary 
theory  of  vested  interest  in  this  matter. 
In  1840  Parliament  curtailed  the  vested 
interest  in  these  houses ;  in  1869  it  did 
not  create  a  vested  interest,  but  it  put 
conditions  on  the  exercise  of  that  interest. 
In  that  year  Parliament  brought  these 
houses  for  the  first  time  under  the  control 
of  the  magistrates,  to  the  extent  of  the 
four  causes  which  have  been  mentioned. 

Mr.  James  Lowther. 


It  did  not  create  a  vested  *  interest.  It 
was  a  limitation  of  interest,  and  the  mere 
fact  that  Parliament  did  that  showed  that 
it  claimed  to  have  that  right.  The  pre- 
sent Bill  does  not  propose  that  the  magis- 
trates should  have  the  unlimited  right  of 
putting  down  these  houses.  If  that  were 
suggested,  there  might  have  been  some- 
thing in  the  argument  of  my  right  hon. 
friend.  All  that  the  Bill  proposes  is  that 
the  magistrates  shall  have  the  same  dis- 
cretion with  respect  to  the  licences  granted 
before  1869  as  it  has  with  reference  to  the 
licences  granted  since  that  year.  It  puts 
these  licences  under  the  same  discretion  as 
ordinary  public-houses.  Reference  has 
been  made  to  the  Royal  Commission.  I 
am  not  going  to  say  anything  about  the 
Commission,  or  what  it  may  or  may  not 
recommend,  but  every  authority,  before 
the  Licensing  Commission  was  established, 
sought  to  bring  these  comparatively  few 
houses,  which  were  in  existence  before 
1869,  under  the  same  magisterial  control 
that  applies  to  hotel  licences  and  ordinary 
licences  whether  before  or  since  1 869.  To 
refuse  to  give  this  magisterial  discretion 
is  to  say  that  Parliament  is  powerless.  It 
is  said  that  the  Bill  of  1869  created  a 
vested  interest.  Parliament  in  what  it 
did  that  year  affirmed  that  the  opinion  of 
the  magistrates  should  be  invoked  in  the 
control  of  these  houses.  The  Bill  before 
the  House  is  very  simple,  and  has  been 
supported  by  county  bench  after  county 
l)ench  throughout  the  country,  who  ask 
that  power  may  be  given  them  to  deal 
with  the  miserable  pest-houses  in  their 
neighbourhoods,  which  they  cannot  now 
control.  On  behalf  of  the  magistrates 
and  of  their  liberty  of  action,  I  appeal  to 
the  House  to  consider  this  Bill. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  Hon.  Meml)ers  who  have  been  in  the 
House  this  afternoon  will  agree  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Thanet  has  discharged  with  great  ability 
the  duty  which  fell  upon  him  so  unexpect- 
edly of  opposing  two  Bills  of  a  very  intricate 
character.  I  do  not  complain  so  much  of 
the  absence  of  the  representatives  of  the 
Treasury  Department  as  I  do  of  the  ab- 
sence of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown. 
This  Bill  confessedly  involves  a  very  in- 
tricate point  of  law,  and  it  would  be  to 
the  advantage  of  the  discussion  if  we 
could  have  heard  from  the  Attorney- 
General  or  the  Solicitor-General  what  the 
law  really  is,  and  what  the  bearing  of  this 
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Bill  will  be.  I  have  listened  carefully  to 
what  has  been  said  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Bodmin  on  the 
question  of  vested  interest.  I  have  also 
listened  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Thanet,  and  I  must  confess 
that  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he 
has  established  a  case  of  interference  with 
what  is  in  effect  a  vested  interest,  which, 
in  accordance  with  the  ordinary  practice 
of  Parliament,  could  not  be  taken  away 
without  compensation  ;  and  I  am  not  con- 
vinced by  the  speech  of  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Bodmin  that  that 
is  not  the  case.  Section  19  of  the  Act  of 
1869  says,  with  respect  to  the  licences 
now  under  consideration,  that  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  the  justices  to  refuse  an 
application  for  a  certificate  for  the  sale  of 
beer  except  on  one  or  more  of  the  grounds 
specified.  My  right  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  Bodmin  talked  lightly  of  the  inter- 
ference which  this  Bill  proposes  ;  but  the 
Bill  proposes  to  repeal  Section  19  of  the 
1869  Act,  and  it  goes  further  and  states 
that  — 

'*  Notwitlistamling  anytliing  in  the  Acts 
mentioned  or  in  Act**  now  in  force,  tlie  licenH- 
ing  justices  stiall  Ije  at  liberty  to  refune  a 
certiHcate  for  any  licence  for  ttie  sale  of  beer 
or  cider  on  any  ground  appearing  to  them 
sufficient/' 

That  appears  to  me  to  be  absolutely  put- 
ting it  within  the  discretion  of  the  justices 
to  control  licences  which  at  the  present 
moment  they  are  not  empowered  to  inter- 
fere with  except  on  certain  specified 
grounds.  In  that  way  the  Bill  does  touch 
a  vested  right,  and  the  extension  of  the 
powers  of  the  magistrates  may  result  in  the 
vested  right  being  taken  away  ;  and  if  it  be 
a  valuable  right,  the  only  principle  on 
which  Parliament  can  deal  with  it  is  by 
compensation.  But  is  it  a  valuable 
right  ?  That  is  a  point  on  which  I  should 
have  desired  some  information  from  the 
law  officers  of  the  Crown.  I  presume  it 
is  a  valuable  right,  because,  like  all  other 
licences,  it  is  in  the  nature  of  a  monopoly, 
and  I  would  appeal  to  my  hon.  friends 
who  advocate  temperance  reform  to  take 
care  lest  they  may  be  taking  a  most  dan- 
gerous step  by  confusing  between  licences 
which  are  a  vested  and  a  valuable  right 
and  licences  which,  although  a  valuable, 
are  not  a  vested  right.  It  is  in  my 
opinion  dangerous  for  them  to  confuse, 
as  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Meml^er  for 
Bodmin  did,  beerhouse  with  ordi- 
nary public-house  licences,  which  are  not 
a  vested  right  at  all.     What  is  the  real 


difficulty  in  all  these  matters  ?  Why  are 
the  licences  of  beer-houses  a  valuable 
right  ?  Simply  because  of  the  infatuated 
policy  Parliament  has  pureued  for  genera- 
tions, in  insisting  in  making  the  duty  on 
licences  so  small  as  to  be  only  an  in- 
finitesimal part  of  their  value.  If  the 
duties  were  made  higher,  then,  although 
licences  might  be  a  vested,  they  would  mX 
be  a  valuable  right  in  the  sense  that  is 
taken  objection  to.  What  chance  is  there 
of  getting  reforms  like  that  ?  I  have 
been  appealing  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  in  this,  as  in  former  sessions, 
to  give  us  on  the  authority  of  his  Depart- 
ment information  as  to  what  is  the  differ- 
ence between  the  duty  on  licences  and  the 
annual  value  of  the  licences.  If  we  had  that 
information  it  would  then  be  seen  how  many 
millions  a  year  of  public  money  are 
squandered  because  of  the  ridiculously 
low  duties  on  licences.  That  is  the  view 
which  I  venture  to  put  l>efore  the  House 
on  this  question.  1  must  adhere  to  my 
statement,  until  I  am  enlightened  by 
either  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the 
Treasury  Bench  or  by  the  law  officers  of 
the  Crown,  that  there  are  good  grounds 
for  the  rejection  of  the  Bill.  The  only 
way  to  deal  with  the  question  is  to  level 
up  the  duties  on  all  licences  to  their 
annual  value. 

The  under  SECRETARY  to  the 
HOME  OFFICE  (Mr.  Jesse  Collings, 
Birmingham,  Bordesley) :  Of  course  hon. 
Members  are  quite  right  in  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  opportunity  which  has 
been  given  them  of  discussing  this  some- 
what intricate  subject.  But  hon.  Mem- 
bers have  asked  what  is  the  position  of 
the  Gk)vernment  as  regards  this  Bill. 
I  should  have  thought  that  any  Member 
of  Parliament,  and  especially  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Bodmin, 
must  know  what  is  the  inevitable  position 
of  the  Government  with  regard  to  this 
measure,  and  others  of  a  similar  character. 
The  Government,  three  years  ago,  with 
general  approval,  appointed  a  Royal  Com- 
mission to  inquire  into  the  working  of 
the  licensing  laws,  and  that  Commission 
has  spared  no  effort  in  order  to  obtain 
information,  not  only  on  the  particular 
point  of  the  licensing  question  now  before 
the  House,  but  on  that  question  as  a 
whole.  It  is  on  the  eve  of  presenting 
its  Report,  and  giving  us  the  result 
of  its  inquiries  and  deliberations;  and 
is   it  to  l)e  supposed  that  the  Go\ern- 
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ment  would  now  be  prepared  to  pre- 
judge that  Report  on  any  particular 
point  by  expressing  a  decided  opinion  or 
any  opinion  on  this  Bill,  or  any  other  Bill 
of  a  similar  character,  affecting  the 
inquiry  which  they  themselves  had  insti- 
tuted f  If  I  were  to  ask  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Bodmin,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  former  Administration,  would 
any  Government,  after  having  appointed 
a  Royal  Commission  of  such  impor- 
tance, give  an  opinion  a  few  days  before 
the  Report  of  that  Commission  was 
received  on  a  point  which  had  been 
referred  to  it,  I  think  he  would 
only  give  one  answer;  and  I  venture 
to  challenge  him  as  to  whether  it 
would  be  even  courteous  to  that 
important  Commission  if  the  Govern- 
ment were  to  pronounce  an  opinion,  or 
even  to  discuss  the  question,  before  they 
had  the  valuable  results  of  its  delibera- 
tions. My  right  hon.  friend  the  Memlier 
for  Thanet  asked  what  were  the  opinions 
of  the  Government  with  regaitl  to  com- 
pensation and  other  matters.  I  have  not 
seen  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission, 
but  I  take  it  that  the  question  of  compen- 
sation is  very  likely  to  figure  largely  in 
it,  and  is  it  to  be  expected  that  the 
Govenmient  would  now  offer  opinions 
which  would  forestall  the  mature  conclu- 
sions of  the  Commission  1  Not  a  single 
point  hjis  })ee!i  raised  this  afternoon  which 
has  not  1)een  the  subject  of  a  vast  amount 
of  labour  on  the  part  of  the  Commission. 
With  reference  to  the  intricate  point  dis- 
cussed so  ably  by  my  ri^ht  hon.  friends, 
I  have  no  doubt,  judging  trom  the  evidence 
which  has  been  given  before  the  Commis- 
sion, that  light  will  also  be  thrown  on  it. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  What  alwut 
the  Bill  ?     How  are  we  going  to  vote  1 

Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  ;  I  must  leave 
that  to  the  superior  judgment — for  it  is  a 
superior  judgment — of  my  hon.  friend. 
He  knows  better  than  anylxxiy  else  what 
course  to  take ;  but  with  regard  to  this 
Bill,  or  any  Bill  of  a  similar  character,  the 
Government  cannot,  under  the  circum- 
stances, express  any  opinion. 

♦Mr.  J.  H.  ROBERTS  (Denbighshire, 
W.)  :  I  personally  doubt  the  propriety 
of  referring  to  the  details  of  the  evidence 
given  before  a  Commission  which  has  not 
yet  reported,  but  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  has  read  the  evidence 
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of  Sir   Harry  Poland,  I   should    like    to 
remind  the  House  that  Sir  Harry  Poland 
stood    almost  alone  in   the  opinion    he 
expressed,   and  that    the  overwhelming 
evidence  given  on   this  particular  point 
was  strongly  in  favour  of  the  Bill  now 
being  discussed.      The  second  point  to 
which  I  desire  to  allude  is  the  unanimity 
of  opinion  in  favour  of  this  Bill  which 
was    expressed,    long  before    the    Com- 
mission  was  appointed,  by  those  really 
responsible  for  the  administration  of  the 
licensing     laws.      We    cannot     have    a 
better  opinion  in  regard  to  a  question  of 
this  character  than  the   opinion   of   the 
justices  responsible  for  the   administra- 
tion of   the    law,   and  I    would   like  to 
state  one  or  two  facts  in  regard  to  the 
unanimity  which  prevails  on  this  point. 
Resolutions  have  been  passed  in  &vour 
of  this  Bill  by  no  less  than  21   quarter 
sessions  in  England  and  Wales,  18  being 
unanimous ;     by    11    city    benches,    10 
l>eing    unanimous ;  and   by    48   benches 
of  ]K)rough  justices,  34  being  unanimous. 
In    addition,    very    strong    approval    of 
the  Bill  has  been  expressed  by  a  lai^e 
num])er  of  county  councils  and  standing 
joint  conmiittees  throughout  the  country. 
I  very  much  doubt  whether  there  is  a 
single  Bill  which  has  ever  been  before  the 
Committee  which  has  had  })ehind  it  such 
an    overwhelming     support    from    those 
authorities  primarily  connected  with  the 
administration  of  the  law  to  be  affected 
by  the  Bill.     There  is  one  more  point  to 
which  I  desire  to  allude,  and  that  is  the 
question  of  compensation  which  has  been 
raised   more    than    once   this   afternoon. 
Speaking  for  myself,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  statement  of  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Bodmin  was  absolutely 
convincing  upon  this  point.     From  1830 
onwards  he   traced   the   history   of   this 
question,  step  by  step,  and  laid  it  before 
the  House  in  such  a  lucid  manner  that  it 
should  Ixi  impossible  for  anyone  to  have  a 
doubt  in  future  with  regard  to  it.    Dealing 
with  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dundee,  I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  the 
vigorous  expression  of  opinion  he  gave 
in   regard  to  it  represents  the   opinion 
of  his  colleagues ;    I   believe    it  is   only 
his  personal    opinion.    But,  apart    from 
this     important     question     of     compen- 
sation,   whatever    may    be    the    Report 
of    the    Royal   Commission — and    I   am 
not  going  to  suggest  what  it  is  going  to 
be — it  seems  to  me  that  in  addition  to  the 
Acts    which  have  l^een  laid    before    the 
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the  consumption  of  stronger  drink  by 
encouraging  the  consumption  of  milder 
1>everages.  Tlierc  is  no  doiiht  that  the 
national  taste,  whether  for  gootl  or  evil, 
has  very  largely  chaDgc<l ;  and  the  taste 
for  beer  has,  relatively,  hardly  kept  pice 
with  the  taste  for  stronger  drinks. 
As  the  law  at  present  stamls,  the 
ownerfi  of  these  l>eer  licences  possess  a 
vesteil  interest,  which,  under  this  Bill,  it 
ifi  sought  to  remove.  I  think  it  is  un- 
wise to  attempt  to  remove  a  vested 
interest  without  that  degree  of  considera- 
tion which  it  is  impossilile  for  this  measure 
to  receive  this  afternoon,  I  put  this  ques- 
tion upon  the  higher  ground  that  this  is  a 
specific  vested  interest  createtl  hy  Parlia- 
ment w^hich  we  are  now  askefl  to  disturb, 
I  refer  to  the  <»pinion  of  Sir  Harry 
Poland,  who  is  actpjainted  with  the 
Licensing  Acts  in  all  their  aspects.  He 
was  a  practising  Vjarrister  and  was  engaged 
as  Prosecutor  by  the  Treasury.  Mis 
practical  experience  in  hia"  profession 
has  been  supplemented  by  the  position  he 
occupies  as  cnainnan  of  one  of  the  largest 
licensing  benches  in  London.  with 
reference  to  this  very  ipiesti«m,  he  says 
that  the  Beer  Acts  of  |K30»  1834,  and 
1840  covered  the  *\itl  "  tind  "on"'  licences 
up  to  1869.  In  1H2H  it  was  thought  to 
encourage  the  drinking  of  beer  a^  against 
spirits,  and  it  \vas  jirovidefl  that  any  man 
could  have  a  licence  from  the  Excise  for 
beer  without  going  to  the  magistrates 
for  appr«>val.  In  IH.'^O  that  law^  wa^ 
enacted.  These  licences  were  obtained 
as  a  right  up  to  1834  ;  thru  it  was  fouTid 
that  the  persons  put  into  the  brcrh*>nses 
were  not  hmI  tenants  but  merely  nomi- 
nees ;  and  in  onler  tu  prevent  that,  the 
Act  of  1840  was  passed,  au<l  it  ^vas  pro- 
vided that  no  hecnce  to  sell  beer  or  cider 
should  be  given  t<^  any  persmi  nut  a 
lident  occupier  or  owner. 

Sib  WILFRID  LAWSON  :  May  I 
ask  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
quoting  from  ? 

Me.  JAMES  LOWTllEK:  I  am 
quoting  from  the  Fii-st  lu'pnrt  of  the 
Hoval  Commission  on  the  Lic|uor  Licens- 
ing I^awSj  presented  to  Parliament  by 
command  of  Her  Majesty.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  wiis  qnit^;  right  in  asking  the 
question,  but  I  am  not  a  retailer  of  the 
illicit  gossip  whicli  has  been  going  round 
recently  as  to  the  alleged  intentions  of  the 
Royal  Commission.  1  take  no  cognisance 
VOL-  LXXIL    [Fourth  Series.] 


Ttmi  1H99)  Aft  Amew^ff^^ 

of  any  gossip  of  that  kind  ;  and  I  confine 
m3^self  entirely  to  the  documents  pre- 
sented to  Parliament  hy  command  of  the 
Queen.  8ir  Flany  Poland  proceeds  with 
regartl  to  the  licences  obtained  as  of  right 
from  the  Excise  under  the  Acts  of  1834 
and  1840,  and  states  that  such  licences 
could  ordy  be  refused  by  the  magistrates 
on  one  of  the  four  grounrls  mentioned  in 
Section  E ;  and  that  the  Legislature 
recognised  that  they  were  entitled  to 
carry  on  a  lawful  trade  in  which  they 
had  embarked  their  capital  Coming  from 
such  a  great  and  unique  anthority,  I  think 
Sir  Harry  Poland's  opinion  ought  to  have 
great  weight  \^^th  the  House.  Wo  are 
I  now  asked  to  take  this  matter  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Royal  Coiamii^sion  at  the 
f  suggestion  of  private  Members,  without 
I  any  official  guidance,  and  I  think  such  a 
1  recognised  authority  as  my  right  hon, 
friend  the  Meml>er  for  BcKlmin  will  admit 
that  that  is  a  step  which  the  House 
1  sboultl  he  very  chary  in  adopting.  We 
are  asked  to  interfere  with  a  vested 
interest,  and  knowing  the  high  character 
I  and  sense  of  justice  of  my  right  hon, 
frienil  the  Mendnvr  for  Bi*dmin,  who  has 
made  himself  n^spt^nsible  hw  this  Bill,  I 
turn  it  over  t<>  tind  the  eom|H^nsation 
clause,  bnt  lh<*ri!  is  ito  sueli  clause  in  it. 
I  Perhaps  my  right  hon.  frien<l  was  pre- 
i  vented  by  bis  position  i\^  a  private 
MemlHir  from  making  any  motion  which 
would  involve  taxation.  That  may  be 
the  i-ejiscm  why  there  is  no  com- 
pensation clause  in  the  Bill,  but  at 
any  rate  we  are  iisked  to  interfere  with  a 
vested  interest  at  the  instance  i*f  private 
ML*mlH>rs,  withotit  any  provision  whatever 
for  eompen.siition.  There  are  only  four 
gionnds  under  which  these  iicences  can 
be  taken  away  under  the  existing  law — 
viz.,  character,  dis^>txlerly  contbict,  pre- 
vious Knl  character,  anfl  want  of  accommo- 
dation. Thu  Bill  is  an  invasion  of  the 
general  principle  which  has,  as  a  rule, 
alw  ays  guided  legislation.  That  principle, 
which  even  those  who  have  contravened 
it  have  made  a  show  of  complying  with, 
is  that  the  possessor  of  every  right  or 
interest  shall  have  equitable  compensation 
in  the  event  of  that  right  or  interest  liei ng 
invaded.  The  Bill  provides  that  the 
justices  shall  have  full  and  complete  con- 
trol  over  these  houses,  which  they  never 
had  lx*fore.  1  am  ^XuX  to  see  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  in  his  place, 
with  his  usual    devotion  to  duty,  and   j 
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lioi>e  he  will  ho  in  a  pusitiun  to  state  wliat 
€um'se  tlie  tiovoriimeiit  tliiiik  it  ad^isahle 
that  the  House  should  iidnpt  in  tho  vory 
peculiar  circumstances  in  which  we  m-e 
placed.  No  doubt  the  fact  that  the  Ri>>*al 
ComraissioTi  has  not  yet  reported  may  be 
used  agaiiLSt  the  Bill^  but  I  hope  ray  right 
hon.  friend  will  gu  further,  and  that  he 
wiJl  be  prepared  tn  express  his  regret  at 
this  assault  on  veste^l  interests  unaccom- 
panied by  some  kind  nf  compensa-tiou. 
It  IS  an  act  of  legislative  injustice, 
and  I  think  we  ought  to  have  some 
80 It  of  explanation  fnun  tlie  Gn^ern- 
meuL  I  am  unwilling  to  conclude  by 
proposing  to  postpone  further  action  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  although  it  may 
appear  to  ^>c  a  natural  Amendmeut  folhjw- 
ing  the  remarks  I  have  been  allowed  to 
make.  I  should,  however,  like  to  hear 
some  explanation,  and  after  the  course 
which  tlie  House  has  adopted  with 
reganl  to  the  previotm  Bill,  it  is  l>y  no 
means  impn^bable  t!iat  reasons  may 
suggest  themselves  for  deferring  the  con- 
sideration of  this  Bill  for  some  period, 
during  which  we  may  hear  the  Report  of 
the  Koyal  Commisiiion  anil  an  aiuiounce- 
ment  of  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's 
tTovernment  on  the  whole  cjuestion. 


Mil  COURTNEY  (Cornwall,  Bo<bniii); 
My  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Thartet  appeal  red  to  pick  up  infomuition 
as  he  went  along.  He  seems  to  know 
a  great  deal  more  about  the  subject  now^ 
/hail  he  <\li\  hefcu-e,  although  he  was  not 
very  accuratt*  in  the  Ijegirmiiig.  It  is 
quite  true  that  in  1880  an  Act  was 
pasHf^l  which  allowed  lieerhouses  to  be 
set  up  irrespective  of  the  control  of  the 
magistrates.  The  ojH^ration  iff  that  Act 
showed  that  it  was  much  abused,  and  in 
1840  an  amending  Act  was  passed.  Even, 
however,  with  the  restrictions  in  the 
latter  Act,  these  lieerhouses  became  largely 
a  public  luusance,  and  in  1869  an  Act 
was  p5is.sed  in  order  to  control  as  tnueh 
as  pos.Hil>lo  the  evil  effects  that  arose 
from  them.  My  right  hon.  friend 
has  developed  a  most  extraordinary 
theory  of  vested  interest  in  this  matter. 
In  1840  Parlranu^nt  curtailecl  the  vested 
interest  in  these  houses;  in  1869  it  did 
not  create  a  vested  interest,  but  it  put 
conditions  on  the  exercise  of  that  interest. 
In  that  year  Parliament  brought  these 
houses  for  the  fii*st  time  under  the  control 
of  the  magistrates,  to  the  ext^?nt  of  the 
four  causes  which  have  been  mentioned. 
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It  did  not  create  a  vested  ♦  interest.  It 
was  a  limitation  of  interest,  and  the  mere 
fact  that  Parliament  did  that  showed  thai 
it  claimed  to  have  that  right.  The  pre- 
.nent  Hill  dDcs  not  propose  that  the  magis- 
trates should  have  the  imlimited  right  of 
putting  down  these  houses.  If  that  were 
suggested,  there  raight  have  l>een  some- 
thing  in  the  argument  of  my  right  hon- 
frienci.  All  that  the  Bill  proposes  is  that 
the  raagistrates  shall  ha\'e  the  same  dis- 
cretion with  respect  to  the  licences  gi-an ted 
before  1869  as  it  has  with  reference  to  the 
licences  granted  since  that  year.  It  puts 
these  licences  under  the  same  discretion  as 
ordinary  public-houses.  Reference  has 
been  nnide  to  the  Royal  Commission.  1 
am  not  going  to  sa}^  anything  about  the 
Commission,  or  what  it  may  or  may  not 
recommend,  but  every  authority,  before 
the  Licensing  Commission  was  established, 
sought  to  l>ri ng  these  comparatively  few- 
houses,  which  were  in  existence  oefore 
1869,  luider  the  same  magisterial  control 
that  applies  to  hotel  licences  and  ordinary 
licences  whether  before  or  since  1869.  To 
refuse  to  give  this  magisterial  discretion 
is  to  say  that  Parliament  is  powerless.  It 
is  said  that  the  Bill  of  18C9  creat€>d  & 
vested  interest.  Parliament  in  what  it 
did  that  year  affiruKHi  that  the  opinion  of 
the  magistmtes  should  be  invoked  in  the 
control  of  these  houses.  The  Bill  befon* 
the  House  is  ^eiy  simple,  and  has  l>een 
supported  by  county  bench  after  county 
l>ench  thioughout  the  country,  who  ask 
that  power  may  l>e  given  them  to  deal 
with  the  miseniblt*  [K?st-houses  in  their 
iieighbourhofMls,  which  they  cannot  now 
eimtroL  On  liehalf  of  the  magistrate!* 
and  of  their  lilierty  of  action,  I  apj>eal  lo 
the  House  to  consider  this  Bill. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Ihni- 
dee) :  Hon,  Memhei's  who  have  been  in  the 
Hnuae  this  afternoon  will  agree  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Thanet  has  discharged  with  great  ability 
the  duty  which  fell  upon  him  so  unexpect- 
edly of  opposing  two  liillsof  a  very  intricate 
character.  1  do  not  complain  so  much  of 
the  absence  of  the  representatives  of  the 
Treasury  Department  as  I  do  of  tho  ab- 
sence of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown* 
This  Bill  confessedl}*  involves  a  very  in- 
tricate point  t)f  law,  and  it  would  be  to 
the  advantage  of  the  discussion  if  we 
could  have  heani  from  the  Attorney- 
General  or  the  Solicitor-General  what  the 
law  really  is,  and  Avhat  the  bearing  of  this 
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Bill  will  be.  1  have  listened  carefully  to 
what  has  been  said  by  xny  right  hon. 
friend  the  Memlier  for  Bodmin  on  the 
question  of  \'ested  inter-cst.  I  have  also 
listened  to  the  right  hon,  (Tentleuian  the 
Member  for  Thiiii^t,  and  I  inu8t  confess 
that  I  have  coine  to  the  concUision  that  he 
has  Ciitablished  a  case  uf  interference  with 
what  is  in  effect  a  vested  iiitercsij  which, 
in  accordance  with  the  urdinarv  practice 
of  Parlianunii,  could  not  lie  taken  away 
without  conipensatiori  ;  and  I  am  not  con- 
vinced  by  the  speech  of  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Meml:>er  for  Bodmin  that  that 
IB  not  the  case.  Section  19  of  the  Act  of 
1869  isayi*,  with  respect  to  the  licences 
now  under  considerationj  that  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  the  justices  to  refuse  jin 
application  for  a  certificate  for  the  sale  uf 
lieor  except  nn  one  t>rmoreof  the  gionnds 
specified.  My  right  hon.  friend  the  Mcnd^er 
for  Bo<Jnnn  talked  lightly  of  the  inter- 
ference which  thib  Bdl  iirupuscs  ;  i«ut  the 
Bill  proputJies  to  repeal  JSeetion  19  of  the 
IS61)  Act>  and  it  goes  further  and  j^tatcs 
that^ 

**Xot\vitlisitt(nlinj^'  iuiylUing  in  the  Aetn 
nientionod  ur  in  AiIh  nuu  in  fyrce,  tlie  Urt^ris- 
ing  jiiHtice-H  ^hull  1*e  at  liherty  U>  r^in^it  a 
certiticate  for  iiiiy  liuenct?  for  i\w.  S4ile  uf  l>eer 
or  cider  on  any  grouaxl  fiii[»eariiit^  to  theia 
Htilticitsjit/' 

That  appeal's  to  mi?  to  lie  al>solutcfy  put- 
ting it  within  the  discretion  of  the  justices 
to  eontml  licences  which  at  the  present 
moment  they  are  not  empctwered  to  inter- 
fere with  except  un  certain  specified 
grouock.  In  that  way  the  Bill  does  touch 
a  vested  right,  and  the  extension  of  the 
p<»wers  of  the  magist!*ate«  may  result  in  thi; 
vet^ted  right  Injing  taken  away  ;  and  if  it  be 
a  valuable  right»  the  oidy  principle  on 
which  Parliament  can  deal  with  it  is  by 
compensation.  But  i3  it  a  vtiluable 
right  ?  That  is  a  point  on  which  I  should 
have  desired  some  information  from  the 
law  officers  of  the  Crown.  I  presume  it 
i«  a  valuable  right,  l^iecause,  like  all  other 
licences,  it  la  in  the  nature  of  a  monopoly, 
and  I  would  appeal  to  my  hon»  friends 
v\  ho  advocate  temperance  reform  to  take 
care  lest  they  may  be  taking  a  moat  dan- 
gerous step  by  confusing  i>etween  licences 
which  are  a  vested  and  a  valualde  right 
and  licences  which,  although  a  vahiable, 
are  not  a  vested  right,  it  is  in  my 
opiriion  tLuigeixms  tor  them  to  confuse, 
as  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Meml>er  for 
Bodmin  did,  lK?erhouse  with  ordi- 
nary public-house^  licences^  which  are  not 
a  vested  right  at  all.     What  is  the  real 


difficulty  in  all  these  matters  l  Vfhj  are 
the  licences  of  l>eer-hoU8cs  a  valuable 
right  ?  Simply  la^cause  of  the  infatuated 
policy  F*arh'anient  has  ]jun<ued  for  gcnem- 
tions,  in  insisting  in  making  the  duty  on 
licences  so  small  as  to  be  only  an  in- 
finitesiniid  part  of  their  value.  If  the 
duties  were  made  higherj  then,  althi)Ugh 
licences  might  be  a  vested,  they  would  mt 
be  a  valuable  right  in  the  nense  that  is 
taken  objection  to.  What  chance  is  there 
of  getting  reforms  like  that  f  I  have 
been  appealing  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  in  this,  as  in  former  sessions, 
to  give  us  on  the  authority  of  his  Depart- 
ment information  as  to  what  is  the  differ- 
ence l>etM'een  the  duty  i*n  licences  and  the 
annual  value  of  the  licences.  If  we  hail  that 
infomiation  it  woidd  then  he  seen  how  many 
milliuriK  a  year  of  pul)lic  money  are 
squandered  because  of  the  rifliculously 
low  duties  on  licences.  That  is  the  view 
which  1  venture  to  put  bef<»rc  the  House 
on  this  question.  I  must  adhere  t(j  my 
st4itement,  until  1  ^mi  enlightened  by 
either  the  right  hon,  Uentleman  on  the 
Trciisury  Bench  or  by  the  law  ol^cers  of 
the  Crown »  that  there  are  gutKl  gi-ounds 
for  the  ri^jeciion  of  the  Bill.  The  only 
w-ay  to  deal  with  the  question  is  to  level 
up*  the  duties  \y\i  all  licences  to  their 
annual  value. 

The  UNDKU  SECHETAKY  to  the 
HOME  OFFICE  (Mr.  Jesse  Collinos, 
Birmingham,  Bordesley) :  Of  course  hon, 
Meml>er8  are  quite  right  in  taking  acb 
vanUige  of  the  opportunity  which  has 
been  given  them  of  discussing  this  some- 
what intricate  subject.  But  hon.  Mem- 
bers have  asked  w^hat  is  the  position  of 
the  iTovernment  as  regartls  this  Bill. 
I  should  have  thought  that  any  Member 
of  Parliament,  and  especially  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Bodmin, 
must  know"  what  is  the  inevitable  position 
of  the  Go\ernment  with  regard  to  this 
mefisurc,  and  others  of  a  similar  character. 
The  Ijiov  ennnentj  three  years  ago,  with 
general  approval*  appointe<i  a  Koyal  Com- 
mission to  inquire  into  the  working  of 
the  licensing  laws,  and  that  Commission 
has  spared  no  effort  in  order  to  obtain 
information,  \mi  \m\\  on  the  particidar 
point  of  the  licerming^piestion  now  before 
the  House,  but  on  that  question  as  a 
w*hole.  It  is  on  the  eve  of  presenting 
its  liepoit,  and  giving  us  the  result 
of  its  inquiries  and  deli  Wat  i  ons  ;  and 
is    it    to   Ix'   sup|Hjsed    thai    the    Govern- 
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greatest  respect  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  ^lember  for  Bodmin,  I  venture 
to  say  that  the  opinion  of  Sir  Harry 
Poland  on  licensing  law  is  at  least  of 
equal  value  to  that  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman ;  and  he  clearly  points  out 
that  these  beerhouses  are  a  vested 
interest.  Wliat  docs  this  Bill  do  ?  I  am 
constantly  hearing,  outside  the  House  and 
inside,  that  it  is  the  publican  who  is  to  be 
evicted  and  compenj^atcd,  and  not  the 
brewer,  the  sharehokler,  or  the  capitalist ; 
but  this  Bill  attiicks  the  smallest  man  of 
the  whole  of  this  great  trade  or 
machinery,  and  practically  turns  him  out 
into  the  street.  I  venture  to  say  that  the 
law  as  it  exists  at  present  is  very  unjust. 
^Vhile  the  magistrate  who  holds  shares  in 
a  railway  company  is  unable  to  adjudi- 
cate in  his  own  division  in  matters  in 
which  that  company  is  concerned  l>ecau3e 
he  is  **an  interested  person,"  every 
teetotal  advocate,  every  gentleman  who 
has  lK?en  put  upon  the  bench  for  no  other 
reason  than  that  he  is  an  opponent  of  the 
licensing  interest,  or  for  political  services 
renderea  to  his  party,  sits  on  the  licenaing 
committees.  These  are  the  people  who 
have  carrietl,  practicaliy  unanimously,  the 
resolutions  in  f:ivour  of  extending  their 
own  power.  They  are,  therefore,  the 
resolutions  of  interested  parties— ^^^iiot  in- 
terested pecuniarily,  Imt  in  other  ways. 
What  I  wouhl  venture  to  suggest  to  the 
House  is  that  the  Debate  should  now  lie 
adjourned.  I  think  we  ha\"e  had  enough 
surprises  this  afternoon,  and  I  therefore 
beg  to  move  the  adjourument  of  the 
Debate, 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  I  cannot  accept  it  at 
this  hour  of  the  afternoon.  If  the  motion 
had  been  made  at  an  early  stage,  and 
liefore  the  Bill  had  been  fidly  discussed,  it 
might  have  been  ditterent  :  but  I  cannot 
accept  it  at  this  st^ige,  when  there  is 
a  prospect  of  an  early  division. 

Mr.  EVKKSHED  (Stafrordshire,  Bur 
ton):  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it 
would  l»e  unfair  and  unwise  on  the  part 
of  this  House  to  come  to  a  decision  on  the 
Bill  which  has  come  before  us  in  such  an 
unexf)ected  manner,  I  admit  at  once  that 
there  is  something  anomalous  in  the  stat-e 
of  the  law  affecting  beerhouses  and  other 
licensed  properties,  I  can  only  say  that 
whenever  this  House,  if  I  am  a  Memlter 
of  it,  comes  to  deal  with  a  question  which 
gives  greater  facility  to  the  securing  of 
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justice  to  publicans,  and  which  in  any  way 
advances  the  cause  of  temperance,  I  shall 
vote  for  it.  But  I  am  bound  to  confess 
that,  as  far  as  temperance  is  eoncernetl,  I 
shall  draw  the  line  at  the  point  where  tJie 
liberty  of  the  subject  is  in  any  way 
affected.  8o  far  as  this  Bill  is  concerns  " 
I  venture  to  think  that  it  cannot  l>e  vei 
satisfactory  even  to  the  promoters,  even 
they  pass  it  this  afternoon,  l>e€a,use 
comes  l)efore  us  in  such  an  unexpecl 
manner.  I  venture  to  say  tl 
neither  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  who  represents  the  Government^ 
nor  hon.  Members  on  this  side  of 
House  hail  any  idea  that  this  questi^ 
woukl  come  up.  If  we  pass  thi; 
without  compensation  to  those  from 
we  take  property,  all  I  can  sa}'  is  that  the 
country  will  not  ha^e  much  respect  f« 
the  decision  arrived  at.  I  venture  to  saj 
that  there  is  no  pressing  hurry  in  tl 
matter.  A  Royal  Commission  is  about 
:  report.  These  small  houses  are  as  w 
conducted  as  any  other  licensed  propert; 
I  They  serv^e  the  poorer  class  of  tl 
I  country,  and  great  harm  would  be  doi 
I  to  that  class  if  this  subject  were  dis[ 
of  hurriedly.  !  quite  understand 
there  can  be  im  reason  why  a  hi 
vote  should  l>e  iaken  now,  and  I  eei 
think  that  this  matter  can  be  left  tmi 
the  C(mimission  which  is  now  sitting  hi 
made  its  Report. 

*Mr.  T0.ML1N80N  (Prestoi^ :  Th 
time  has  come  when  it  seems  desirah 
that  the  issue  shoidd  be  put  before  th 
House  in  a  definite  and  eoncret 
form,  and  I  propose  to  conclude  ^ 
remarks  by  moving  an  Amendmei 
that  this  Bill  shall  lie  read  a  second  tin 
this  day  three  m«*nths.  It  is  quite  cleaJ 
although  some  hon.  Members  do  not  seel 
t^)  know  what  the  pro\ision8  of  the  A< 
of  1869  are,  that  it  is  a  question  < 
justice.  It  appears  to  me  that  no  oi 
could  come  to  the  conclusion  that  th 
Bill  was  just  who  understood  the  pr 
visions  of  the  Act  of  1869.  The  hoj 
Member  for  the  Lichfield  Divisic 
evidently  does  not  appreciate  the  schem 
of  that  Act,  It  is  common  kno^ 
Icilge  now  that  the  intention  of  th 
Act  was  that  in  future  there  should 
no  fresh  grant  of  Excise  beerhouse  liceni 
m\i\  that  all  licences,  whether  of  Heerhous 
or  houses  where  other  intoxicating  liqua 
were  sold,  shoukl  in  future  come  andcrtl 
coutrol    of    the   magistrates.     That 
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^•ntirely  a  new  i]i-partnr*'.  Pnnious  tu 
that  time  aiiy>KKly  whuiuiild  get  a  licena* 
Li  ihv  Exci.se  cnuM  ivt.iil  ]*wv,  autl  it 
Ml  that  if  ill]  t'xistiiit;  lien  ires  uf 
tbat  kitnl  wvvv  ]ml  utider  the'  c<iritrnl  uf  I 
tht^  magiHtrates  tfn«  men  whn  hatl  I 
obtained  them,  and  had  by  carrying  i 
<»n  tlieir  )»iisirves!^  jir(|iiiivd  a  vaiualile 
privilege,  wniiJd  lu:  pnt  into  an 
inferior  jxi8iu<»n.  In  18G9  Ptuliiimeiit  ' 
had  reganl  to  vesteti  interests^  and  vottltMl  ' 
rights  and  it  wn8  not  thcnight  right  tliat 
Parliament  Hhould  take  away  vvitliout 
eompensaticin  that  wliiefi  they  hml 
granted,  Ciirise<|«H'ntIy  lifenee^  then 
4>xi»ting  were  preserved  nndei^  the  eun- 
ditions  on  whieli  they  ha*!  Iieeii  granted. 
Section  4  of  tlie  Act  provided  for  the 
extinction  in  future  of  fresh  bcetiee^  by 
enacting  that  la*  h'cenees  or  renewals 
of  h'cences  nhonld  l>e  granted'*  except  on 
the  prmUiction  of  a  eertifieatc.  Section 
6  provider!  a  form  of  tlie  certiiicate,  i 
which  should  remain  in  foiTtj  for  one 
year.  The  object  of  granting  the  cer- 
tifieate  was  to  pirserve  the  I'ight  which 
the  holflcrs  ui  the  Excise  bcences  had 
;ic4]uired  nnder  the  Act  of  1869,  This 
BiU  ?^*eks  to  put  tlieso  liceneci*  on  the 
same  footing  ai^  licences  granted  l>y  the 
magistrates,  which  wmilil  place  them  in 
4in  infenor  position  in  point  of  stid)ility 
to  that  whicli  they  at  present  hokl.  The 
result  of  the  Act  uf  1869  was  to  give  ; 
that  \alue  to  bcerhouset^  which  has 
i»nablefl  the  brewers  to  have  that  hold 
upon  them  that  they  have  now,  and  it  is 
iinfler  that  Act  that  the  tied  hou»e 
system  hiis  grown  up.  When  the 
licensing  laws  come  to  be  tliscuftsed  the 
tied  house  question  will  be  one  of  the 
^eat  <|Ucstions  which  will  have  to  l»e 
dealt  with.  That  is  one  of  the  draw- 
bjick.K  to  ilie  Act  of  1869,  but  the 
wisfh»nj  of  that  pohcy  is  not  now  in  con- 
ten  tic  ml  What  we  have  to  deal  with  on 
the  Bill  is  a  ijiiestiiai  of  justice.  Are  we 
now  to  take  away  without  compensiition 
rights  which  were  given  by  Parliament 
in  1SG9?  Only  one  hon.  \icml)er  in  the 
deUite  has  jnstilied  that.  He  sjud  Parlia- 
ment harl  im|Kurcil  some  of  the  rights 
Tcaerved  by  the  Act  of  1869  by  the  Act 
of  1884  ;  but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
there  must  ha\e  been  sotnc  exceptional 
^  It  Old  for  the  ti  eatment  then  accorded 
to  certain  licciicf(^s,  Bnt»  if  not,  1  decline, 
liecausc  I'jirli/imlent  eonnnitted  an  eri-or 
in  18H4,  tu  eonuin't  an  ciTor  now.  That 
VOL.  LXXl  1.    [Fourth  Serieh.] 
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l»eing  stt,  1  l>eg  to  move  that  this  Bill  be 
read  a  scconrl  time  this  day  three  months. 

Aiiiendmrhl  pi  «>|imsim1 — 

"Ttj  leave  oat  the  wunl  *tiu\v,'  and  at  the 
end  of  the  i|neMliuii  to  aiM  tli«  worrln  "  iijM^n 
thi>  (hty  thr«ti  iiiiuvthw.*  " — {Mi\  Tomlin^ton.) 

tjiu'siion  proposed 

*'Tli)U  the  wmA  *  iiuv  '  ^Oni<l  part  of  the 
qlli'stiun/' 

-^Mr.  lb  LIAVIS  (Flint  Boroughs): 
This  I5ill  ha.s  been  on  the  Urdei*  Book  for 
to-ilay  for  the  last  two  months  and  I  do 
not  think  that  it  Vw^  m  the  mouth  of 
any  hon.  Member  lo  complain  that  this 
question  has  come  on  miexpcctcdly.  The 
Bill  is  not  a  party  measure,  and  has  Jieen 
introduced  hy  hon.  Members  on  itoth 
sides  (if  the  House.  All  o\'cr  the  country 
resolutions  have  been  pa.sseil  iu  favour 
of  the  Bill.  The  cfairts  of  ijuartcr 
sessions  in  the  most  important  counties 
and  the  licensing  benches  in  the  largest 
tfiwns  have  passed  resolutions  in  favour 
of  it.  They  have  done  so  because  they 
have  no  power  to  interfere  with  these 
la^er houses  on  several  grounds  which 
apply  to  fully  licensed  liouscs.  Suppos- 
ing a  liecrhouse  is  insanitary,  or  devoid 
of  prnpLH"  sjuiitary  accommodation,  the 
licence  cama^t  ijc  interfered  with  f»r  taken 
away  ;  nor  can  the  nuigistrates  interfere  if 
it  is  conduct ed  in  an  objectionable  manner, 
or  if  it  is  not  rcf|uiied  to  meet  the  wants 
of  the  neigh bourhiXHl  in  which  it  is 
8ituat(Kl.  Therefore  it  is  ilot  sui^rising 
that  benches  ot  magistrates,  without  dis- 
tinction of  political  colour,  have  supported 
this  Bill.  The  tpiestion  of  compensation 
which  some  hi>m  .Mendiers  have  sought  to 
raise  u|)ou  this  Bill  has  been  settk'd 
definitely  by  a  Conseivative  Oovernmeut, 
aiifl  I  commend  the  Bill  to  the  support 
of  a  large  number  of  hon.  nentlcmen 
on  either  side  of  this  House  who  wish 
to  take  some  step  in  the  direction  uf 
J  ice  using  refiimi. 

Sir  W.  HOULDSWOKTH  (Manches- 
ter, N.W.) :  1  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  iliere  is  almost  an 
unanimous  opinic>n  that  these  houses, 
inuler  proper  conditiiais,  should  bo  placed 
uiirler"  the  jurisfbetion  of  the  magistrates, 
and  I  think  the  argument  brought  for- 
warri  by  the  hiHi.  Gentlenniu  opposite  has 
lirnugh't  that  out.  All  this  dehate  comes 
to  is  a  cpiestirai  of  compensation,  and  I  do 
not  think  that  that  comes  in  at  all.  This 
Bill   has  lieeu  spoken  of  as  if  it   was  a!i 
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abolition  bill,  which  it  is  not.  If  this 
Bill  passes  there  would  be  no  alteration 
whatever,  so  far  as  the  beerhouses  were 
concerned,  so  long  as  the  magistrates  in 
their  discretion  issued  the  licences.  If  at 
any  time  the  justices  exercised  their 
discretion  and  put  down  some  of  these 
beerhouses,  then  they  would  have  com- 
pensation in  the  ordinary  way.  If 
compensation  is  given  under  a  new  Act 
after  the  Keport  of  the  Koyal  Commission,  ' 
or  by  the  will  of  the  House,  these  beerhouses 


will  participiite  in  that  compensation  in 
precisely  the  sjime  way  as  any  other 
licensed  houses.  The  only  thing  we  have 
to  consider  is  whether  it  is  desirable  to 
put  these  houses  on  the  same  footing  as 
other  licensed  houses,  and  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  siiying,  in  my  opinion,  it  will  be 
most  desirable  to  do  so. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :  Ayes,  138  ;  noes^ 
183  (Division  List,  No.  177). 


Allan,  Wilhani  ((rateshead) 

Allen,  Wni.  (New.  u.  Lyme) 

Arrol,  Sir  William 

Baird,  John  George  Alexander 

Baker,  Sir  .John 

Barlow,  John  Emmott 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.   15. 

Biddulph,  Michael 

Billson,  Alfred 

Birrell,  Augustine 

Blake,  Edward 

Bolitho,  Thomas  Bedford 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 

Broadhurst,  Henrj- 

Brown,  Alexander  H. 

Buchanan,  Thomas  Rj'burn 

Burns,  »John 

Burt,  Thomas 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron,  Sir  Chas.  ((Jla-sgow) 

Campbell- Bannerman,  Sir  H. 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Channing,  Francis  Allston 

Coh-ille,  John 

Courtney,  Ht.  Hon  L.  H. 

Crombie,  John  William 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Davies,  M.  \'.-  (Cardi^'an) 

Davit t,  Michael 

Denny,  Colonel 

Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Duckworth,  James 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (South  ton) 

Fenwick,  Charles 

Ferguson,  K.  C.  Munro  iLeith) 

Fitzmaurice.  Lord  Edmond 

Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 

iiladstone.  Ht.  Hon.  H.  J. 

( lourley.  Sir  Edward  T. 

(lurdon,  Sir  Wm.  Brampton 

Hayne,  Kt.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 

Hobhouse,  Henrv 

Holland,  W.H.  (York.  \V.  K.^ 

Horniman,  Frederick  .lohn 

Howard,  Joseph 


AYES. 

Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jacoby.Mames  Alfred 
1  Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 

Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
1  Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
'  Kay-Shuttleworth,  HtHnSrC 
;  Kennaway,  Kt.  Hon.  SirJ.  H. 
Kinloch.  Sir  John  George  S. 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Laml)ert,  Ceorge 
Langley,  Batty 
Laurie,  Lieut.  -General 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cuml»erland) 
'  Leng,  Sir  John 
Lloyd -George,  David 
Lucas- Shad  well,  William 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
>i'Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'(Jhee,  Kichard 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Killop,  James 
M'Laren,  Charles  l^njamin 
Maddison.  Fred. 
Mappin,  Sir  Fredk.  Thorpe 
Martin,  Richartl  Biddulph 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  ( Whitechapel ) 
Morgan.  J.  Lloyd(Carmarthen) 
Morgan.W.  Pritchd.  (Merthyr) 
Morley,  Charles  (BreconshiVe) 
Morton,  E<lw.  J.  C.(  Devon  port) 
Moulton.  John  Fletcher 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Orr-Ewin^,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Sir  Ch.  M.  (Durham) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Paulton.  .lames  Mellor 
Pease,  Alfretl  E.  (Cleveland) 
Pease,  Herl>ertPike(Darlingt'n 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (N'orthumb.) 
Pease,  Sir  Joseph  W.(  Durham) 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Price,  Robert  John 
Provand.  Andrew  Drvbur«di 


Richanlson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 

,  Kickeit,  J.  Compton 

'  Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robeon,  William  Snowdon 

I  Round,  James 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 

;  Scott,  Chas.  IVestwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sinclair,  Capt  J.  (Forfarshire)- 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  MTajjjgart 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Strut  t,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(Ox.Univ.) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  Alf.  (Glamorgan,  £.) 
Thomas,  D.  Alfred  (Merthyr) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Walton.  Joseph  (Bamsley) 
Webster.  R.  (4.  (St.  Pancras) 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  J.  Carvell  (Notts.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wills,  Sir  William  Henry 
Wilson,  (^harles  Henry  (Hull) 
Wilson,  Hy.  J.  (York,^V.  R,) 
Wil8on,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  John  (Grovan) 
Wilson,  Jos.  H.  (Middlesbro') 
Woodall,  William 
Woo4lhouse,SirJ.T.(HMd'rsrd) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Yoxall.  James  Henry 

TtLl.EKS     FOR     THE     AyES— 

Mr.    Herbert  Lewis  and  Sir 
William  HouKlsworth. 


Acland-Hood.  Capt.  Sir  A.  V. 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Ascroft,  Robert 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  ( Walworth ) 
Baldwin,  Alfred 

Sir  ir.  HftiiJiIsiCffrfh. 


NOES 

Banbury,  Frctlerick  (ieorge 
Barnes,  Freileric  (iorell 
Barrv.RtHnAHSniith  (Hunts 
Beach,Rt  HnSir  M  H  (Bristol) 
Bepg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bethel  1,  Commander 


Hlundetl,  Colonel  Henry 

Bond,  Edward 

Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orrae 

Bowles,  T.  G.  (Kings  Lynn) 

Brassey,  Albert 

Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 


rm 
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Brookfield,  A.  AfuiUti^^i 
Biynier,  Will  in  in  Krne^t 
iluHiird,  Sir  Harry 
HunlettroiUt".  VV. 
Butcher,  iTohii  (Jeorge 
Cam  pbell ,  li  t.  H  n,  J ,  A .  (Gla^g. 
Cttftiw.  tlaiue^  Lsuirence 
C«cil,  Evelyn  ^llertforil.  Ka^t) 
Chaloner,  ( 'aplaijT  U.  (I.  W. 
C'haiiil>erlain,  *L  A.  iWorc'r) 
*  'liarri  n;;ti  > n ,  Spe n<*er 
CWhraiie.  lion,  Thos*.  H.A.  K. 
C_'tN Islington.  Sir  William 
Cohen,  liiMijamin  Luuis 
rollings,  Hi.  Hl»il  iletise 
roTupton.  Loril  Ahvyne  I 

Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  i  Lam  bet  hi 
iVK)ke.<\WJia<|rliire(Herefdi 
Com  wallifi,  Hen  nesStanley  W. 
Crif»j>i*,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Herk  Shop,  ilioltoni 
C*ubitt,  Hmi.  Hen  it 
Dalbiae.  Colonel  PViili[i  Hugh  | 
Dalkeith,  Karl  of 
Da  vies,  Sir  H.  1).  <(*liallmm| 
Dickson -Poynder.  Sir  John  P. 
Disraeli,  Co'ning<-by  Kalidi 
Dixan-itartlaiiJ.  Sir  F.  uixon 
Duughts.  Hi.    Hon.   A.  Aker?.- 
DougU*  I'ennaivt,   Hon.  E.  S. 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Drage,  ( i  eoffrey  ' 

Dnicker.  A. 

Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wni-  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tat  ton 
Evershed,  Sydtiey 
Ferg  us.«on ,  H  t .  H  n ,  S  i  r J  ^  M  an  c '  r 
Finoh.  Ceorge  II. 
Firlkank,  Jonepli  Tbonias 
Fi»her,  William  Haye*» 
Fitzlierald,SirHol>ert  Penrose- 
FitzWygram,  Cencral  Sir  F.  | 
Flower,  ErncHt  i 

Folkestone,  Vi^roiiiit  ' 

Foster.  */ol  one  I  (Lam^aMter) 
Foster,  Harr>'  S.  (Suffolk) 
Galiowav.  VVilltam  dolmson      j 
Gartit,  XVilUani  I 

<  ;ibbs,Hn.  At ;  Jl  ((^ilyof  Umd. 
Ciihlia,  Hn.  Vicary(St,   Ubans) 
Gilliat,  Job  a  Saunders  < 
GckIsod,  Sir  Aiigustuft  Frcdk.  | 
Gidd,  Charlen                               j 
tiohlawortby.  Major-*  tcneral 
Gordon,  Hon.  .Jolin  Edward 

<  io-w hen .  G eoqfe  J .( Sussex ) 
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Gonlding.  Eilward  Alfred 
Greene^  H.  l*.  (Shrewsbury) 
(ireene.  W.  11.  (Cambs.) 
ti.'etton,  John 
iiieville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gunler.  Cidonel 
Hall,  lit.  Hon,  Sir  Charles 
HanHiin^  Sir  Reginald 
Hjire,  Thomas  Lei;'h 
Hatcin  Ernest  Fredk.  Geo. 
Heatli,  James 
Heanui,  -lobn  llennikei 
Iltdder,  Augu^tu?^ 
Hirkman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hill,  Sir  Edw,  Stock  (llristol) 
H  oa  re,  E.  1  Inx  1  ie  ( H  am ps  tead ) 
Hoare,  Saimiel  (Norwich) 
Kernp^  George 
Kenyon,  Jame^ 
Kimber,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seyiuour 
Knowles,  Lees' 
Lawsnn,  John  Grant  (Yorks. ) 
Lee*.  Sir  Elliott  iHirkenbead) 
Llev%ellyn,  EvanH.  (Somerset) 
Llewelyn, Sir  Dillwyn-  (Swan.) 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  H. 
Loiler,  (lerald  Walter  Erskine 
Lopes.  Henry  Yarde  liuller 
Lcjrne,  ^L\^^nleHH  of 
Lowtber,  Ht.  Hon.  Ja.ji.  (Kent) 
Loyil,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lubbock,  lit,  Hon.  Sir  John 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
Mardona,  John  dimming 
M  ac  I V  e  r,  Unvu  1  \  Li  v  erpool ) 
Maclean,  JuTues  Maekenzie 
Mui'birc,  Sir  John  AVilliam 
M'Arthnr,  Charles  (Liver|wjol) 
MCalmont,  H.  L.  l*.  (CaniliB.) 
M  Car  tan,  Michael 
M'lver,  SirLewi.^i  Kd'nb'gh.W, 
M.'ilcolm.  fan 

Manners.  I^rd  Edw.  Win,  ,1. 
Maple,  Sir  John  IJlnmtull 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Mitbank,  Sir  Fovvlett  rhas.  J, 
Milwanl,  Colonel  Yictor 
More,  I  lobt.  Jasper(Shropshire) 
M  organ,  1  In.  Fretl  ( Monrii'tbsh 
Morrell,  (ieorge  Herbert 
Morrii*,  Samuel 
Morton,ArllinrH.A.(Deptfonl 
Mount,  William  Gei^rge 
Mnntz,  miilin  A. 
Miirrayjtt,  Ifn  AGraliani(  Bute 


(Srothii^/)  inn 
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Myers,  William  Henrj^ 
N  ew  d  i  gate,  F  ran  e  is  A 1  exander 
O'lJrien,  Fatiick  (Kilkenny) 
Penn, John 
Perc)',  Earl 
I   Powell,  Sir  l-'raneis  Sharp 
j   Preiyman,  Ernest  tieorge 
I  Pryce- Jones,  LlCoL  Edward 
Pnrvis,  Robert 
QuiUer,  Sir  CuthWrt 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Raseb,  Major  Frederit'  Carne 
Retlnmnd,  J.  E.  (Waterfortl) 
Rich  ani  son, Sir  T  bos.  ( Hartleij'J 
Robinson,  ISrcK^ko 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W, 
Kiitberford,  ■John 
Sassoon.  Sir  Edward  Albeit 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Riebard 
Beely,  Charles  1 1  it  ton 
Se to ri  K a r r ,  Hen ry 
Sliarpe.  William  IvJward  V. 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Sialluui} 
SidehoUoni,  T.  IL  (Stal)  br,) 
Simeon,  Sir  Bariington 
Si>encer,  Ernest 
Stanley.  Hon.  A.  (Grmskirk) 
Stanley,  E.  J.  tSoniei'set^ 
Stanley,  IL  M.  tLamhetbl 
Stanley,  f,ord  (Lancashiit  i 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
TalboL  Lord  K.   iChichefcte*^ 
I'horlmrn,  Walter 
Thornton.  Percy  M, 
Tully,  Jasper 
I'fiborne,  Thomas 
Verney.  Hon.  Riebard  <i. 
Vincent,*  oL  Sir  * '.  F.  Howard 
Wabonu,  Rt.  Hoik  Sir  W.  IL 
Wamei,  Tbi^masCourteuay  'l\ 
Welby.  Lieut.  I'oL  A,  i\  1%, 
Wentwortb,  Hnice  (\  V.- 
Wbiteley,  H.  ( AHhlon  iund.'L.| 
Wbitmore,  i'barles  Algernon 
Williams,  Joseph  P.-  (Binn.) 
Wilson  Todd.  W.  IL  (Yorks.) 
Wode house.  HtHnER  (l»atb) 
Wyndhaiii,  ttet)rge 
Wyndham  t^hiin,  Major \V.  H, 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  r>'Ar€y 
Young,  Com.  ( Berks,  E.) 
Young,  Samuel  (ruvan.  Eos^t) 

TELI.EILS      Full     THF,    KOBS— 

Mr.     Tomlinson   and    Mr. 
Duneonibe. 


Main  Question,  as  jimencled,   put,  and 
ttgreeci  to.  I 

Scetind  Krmlirig     put    oil     iVn     tlii't^e 
Tiioriths. 

SUCCESSION  (SCOTLAMM  lULL 
(8EC0>fD  BEADlXt.i. 
Onler  for  Sc»c»»iid  Ueailiug  read. 

Mk,     THOMAS     SHAW      (Hawick 

BmgltB) :  The  main  idiject  of  this  Bill  is 
U>  alHjlitth  the  law  uf  piimogeniture  in 
ScfJlkrid.     All   rai8uiial>lc  uilmi    who  are 


not  actimte<i  by  f^ri^iudiee  aru  in  fav<tur  of 
the  principle  of  this  metusure.  The  law 
of  prinujgeniture  is  aji  aiuichroiiisni  which 
caiiiuit  be  defended  on  any  stH'ial  or  poli- 
tical groiiiKl,  and  nnu  that  has  ttai  long 
stirvived  on  the  8Uitute  Bonk.  That 
lieing  so,  1  beg  to  mux  a  the  second  reading 
of  thb  Bill 


Motion     made,     and     yuestion    pro- 

pOi^CMl  — 


'  That    the    Hill    ln'    now    read    a    second 


tune.' 
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*The  LOKD  advocate  (Mr.  A.  G.  alter  a  law  which  has  been  in  existence 
Murray,  Buteshire) :  Whatever  may  l>e  j  for  centuries.  (Cries  of  "  Divide.")  Hon. 
said  alxnit  the  law  of  primogeniture,  I  '  Members  cry  "  Divide."  As  I  said  before, 
think  the  House  generally  \rill  agree  that  j  this  Bill,  if  passed,  is  going  to  altera  law 
it  liJts  lasted  so  long  that  it  should  not  l)e  \  which  has  been  in  existence  for  centuries ; 
done  to  death  at  a  quarter  pasjb  five  on  a    and  after  a  debate  of  three  minutes,  when 


'Wediiescky  afternoon.  This  Bill  does  a 
lot  of  other  things  l>esides  doing  away  ^nth 
the  law  of  primogeniture,  and  will  make  a 
considerable  change  in  the  position  and 
rights  of  husbands,  wives,  and  children  with 

"respect  to  heritable  property.     It  goes  on 
with  a  clause  by  which  it  abolishes  the 
jxjssibility  of    making  entails    in    Scot- 
land.    (Hear,   hear.)      The  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  "  Hear,  hear,"  but  I  doubt  very 
much    whether   he  has  considered  what  | 
the  practical  result  of  the  provision  would  ' 
be.     While  it  would  leave  a  man  power 
to   tie  up  his  property  by   deed  so  far 
as  any  property  is  concerned,  so  far  as  the  ; 
Finance  Act  is  concerned,  it  would  place 
the   unfortunate   Scotchman   in   an   infi- 
nitely  worse   position    than    his  English 
brother.      I  only  mentioned  this  fact  to  : 
show  that  legislation  at  5.15  on  a  Wed- 
nesday afternoon  is  not  very  safe  work, 
and  I  do  not  think  my  hon.  friend  can 


a  Member  gets  up  who  does  not  often 
trouble  the  House,  to  express  his  views 
upon  the  subject,  hon.  Members  crv 
"  Divide  " 

It  being  half-past  five  of  the  clock,  the 
Debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  on  Wednesday, 
21st  June. 


pair  ATE  BILL  BiSLYESS, 

(iUEAT  SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN, 
ANH  WATERFORD,  LIMERICK,  AND 
WESTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANIES 
AMAL(;AMATI0N,ANDTHE  GREAT 
SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN  RAIL- 
WAY  HILLS. 


Sir  Ivobert  Penrose-Fitzgerald  reported 

from     the     Select    CJommittee    on    the 

Great  Southern   and    Western   Railway 

believe  seriously  that  we  can  take  this    and    other   Bills,  that  the    parties   pix>- 

Bill   at   such   an  hour.      There  are  also    moting  the  Great  Southern  and  Western, 

— 4.k^„    i.:^j     and  \\aterford,   Limerick,  and   Westeni 


other  considerations  of  another  kind. 
The  House  will  remember  what  I 
attempted  to  suggest  so  far  as  Scotland 
is  concerned.  Anyone  who  wishes  to 
leave  his  heritable  property  l>etween 
his  children  can  do  so,  if  he  is  so  minded. 
There  is  no  popular  force  of  feeling 
behind  this  Bill,  and  what  I  venture  to 
say  is  that  when  you  are  going  to  make 


Railway  Companies  Amalgamation,  and 
the  Great  Southern  and  Western 
Railway  Bills  had  stated  that  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Henry  Plews,  general 
manager  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway 
(Ireland),  Amiens  Street  Terminus, 
Dublin,  was  essential  to  their  case ;  and 
it  having   been   proved  that  his  attend- 


a  general  change  in  the  laws  of  succession  !  ance  could  not  be  procured  without  the 
which  have   been  in  force  a  long  time,    intervention   of  the  House,  he  had  been 
and  are  well  understood,  it  is  a  matter  i  instructed  to  move  that  the  said  Henry 
which  re([uires  very  grave  consideration.  ;  Plews  do  attend  the  said  Committee  to- 
And  I  may  also   point  out  that  it  is  a  |  morrow,  at  twelve  of  the  clock, 
matter  which  ought  to  be  taken  up  by  '      Ordered,    that   Mr.    Henry   Plews   do 
the  responsible  Government  of  the  day  ^^^^^^ J    ^j^^    Committee    on    the    Great 
and  not  put  forward  by  a  private  Bill.    I    s^.^^hern   and   Western,  and  Waterford, 
am   not   complaining   that  it   has    been  I  Li^^.i,],    ^^,i   Western   Railway    Corn- 
brought  forward  by  a  private  Bill,  but  I          .^^    Amalgamation,    and    the    Great 
do  say  the  House  can  scarcely  be  expected    g^^^^^^,,,  and  Western  Railway  Bills  to- 
to  pass  such  a  Bill  ^t  this  time  of  the  da>^    ^^           ^^  ^^^.^j^.^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^ 
I  beg  to  move  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  this  dav  six  months.  


w       i>vxT>TTT3X'  /    u  rur.IJC  PETITIONS  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  BA^BUR\   (who   was   very  im- 
perfectly heard)  was  understood  to  say  :  ,  Sixth  report  brought  up  and  read  ;  to 
Whether  or  not  the  law  of  primogeniture  '  lie  upon  the  table,  and  to  be  printed, 
ought  to  be  abolished  is  a  matter  which 

requires  great  consideration.     It  seems  to  i  [Adjourned  at  twenty- live  minutes 

me  that  this  Bill,  if  passed,  is  going  to  betore  Six  o'clock. 
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Thurahit,  Sth  June  1899. 


NEW  PEER. 
The  Lord  Mon.son — Sat  first  in  Parlia- 
ment after  the  death  of  his  brother. 


thereto  :  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table :  The  onlers  made  on  the  13th  of 
March  and  Tuesday  last  discharged ;  and 
Bill  committed. 

I 

MARYPORT  HARBOUR  BILL  [Lonls]. 
Report  from  the    Select  Committee : 
That    it    is    not    expedient   to  proceed 
further  with  the  Bill ;  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


OWENS  C'C>LLEGE,  MANCHESTER, 
BILL  [Lonls]. 

Report  of  Her  Majesty's  Attorney-  \ 
General  received,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  \ 
the  Table.  | 

NORTH-WEST    LONDON    RAILWAY      \ 
BILL.  I 

Committee  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

AYR     Bl  HGH    BILL. 
Committee  to  meet  on  Thursday  next. 

BROOKE'S  PARK  (LONDONDERRY) 

BILL.  I 

Committed  for  Tuesday  next. 

nottin(;ham  corporation  bill. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill 
was  withdrawn  ;  the  order  made  on  the 
28th  of  April  last  discharged  ;  and  Bill 
committed. 

CAMBRIIXIE  UNIVERSITY  AND  TOWN 
GAS    BILL    [Lonls]. 

Commons  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

ST.    ALBANS   liAS    BILL   [Lords]. 
Commons  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

HULL,  BARNSLEY,  AND  WEST  RIDING 
JUNCTION  RAILWAY  AND  DOCK 
BILL.     [Lords.] 

Commons  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

WOLVERHAMPTON   TRAMWAYS   BILL 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee : 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  no 
parties    having    appeared  in   opposition 

Vol.  LXXIL     ^oxjrth  Series.] 


BUENOS  AYRES   AND   PACIFIC   RAIL- 
WAY  COMPANY  BILL    [Lords], 

Reported  with  Amendments 

LISBl'RN    TOWN    COMMISSIONERS 
BILL. 

Reporteil  with  Amendments. 

I  LONDON,     BRIGHTON,     AND     SOUTH- 
COAST   RAILWAY   (PENSIONS)  BILL. 

j      Reporte<l  with  Amendments. 

YORKE  ESTATE  BILL    [Lords]. 
Reported  with  Amendments. 

WEST   MIDDLESEX   WATER    BILL. 

i      Rcfid   2*,    and  committed :  The  Com- 
I  mittee  to  l>e  pi-oposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 


AIRE  AND    CALDER   NAYIGATION 
BILL. 

Read  2*,  and  committe<l :  The  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

CORK   CORPORATION  (FINANCE) 
BILL. 

Read  2*,  and  committed. 

EAST   LONDON    WATER   BILL. 
Read   2*,    and   committed  :  The   Com- 
mittee to   Ik)  pi'oposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

(aiEAT  WESTERN  AND  GREAT  CEN- 
TRAL  RAILWAY  COMPANIES  BILL. 

Read  2*,  and  committed  :  The  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

LONDON,  BRKJHTON,  AND  SOUTH 
COAST  RAILWAY  (VARIOUS  POWERS) 
BILL. 

Read  2*,  and  committed  :  The  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 
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MANCHESTER    CORPORATION   (GENE- 
RAL POWERS)   BILL. 

liead  2*,  and  committed :  The  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

SOUTH        STAFFORDSHIRE       STIPEN- 
DIARY JUSTICE  BILL. 

Read  2',  and  committed. 

REDDITCH  GAS  BILL. 
Read  2^",  and  committed. 

MILTON  CREEK  CONSERVANCY  BILL. 
Read  2'',    and  committed  :    The  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

NORTH    PEMBROKESHIRE  AND  FISH- 
GUARD RAILWAY   lULL. 

Read  2%  and  committed  for  Monday 
next. 

UXBRIDGE     AND     RICKMANSWORTH 
RAILWAY     BILL. 

Read  2%  and  committed. 

OWEN'S  COLLEGE,  MANCHESTER, 
BILL. 

Read  2"  (according  to  order). 

GREAT  GRIMSBY  STREET  TRAMWAYS 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Reading  3" ;  Amendments  made  ;   Bill  ' 
and  sent  to  the  Commons. 


GAS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  (No.  2) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDER  CONFIRMATION 
(LONDON)  BILL  [Lords]. 

STOCKPORT  CORPORATION  WATER 
BILL. 

STOCKPORT  DISTRICT  WATER  BILL. 

SCUNTHORPE  URBAN  DISTRICT  GAS 
AND  WATER  BILL. 

GOOLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
BILL. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  LONDON,  CHAT- 
HAM, AND  DOVER  RAILWAY  COM- 
PANIES BILL. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Agreed  to ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed 
accordingly  :  The  Committee  to  meet  on 
Tuesday  next,  at  Eleven  o'clock  ;  and  all 
petitions  referred  to  the  Committee,  with 
leave  to  the  petitioners  praying  to  be 
heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bills  to  be 
heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for  the 
Bills. 


RETURNS,   REPORTS,  ETC, 


LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAIL- 
WAY (NEW  RAILWAYS)  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  read  P  ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

ARBROATH  CORPORATION  GAS    BILL 

[Lords]. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  aereed 
to.  ^  ! 

KEW  BRIDGE  BILL  [Lords].  ] 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed 
to. 

BRYNMAWR  AND  WESTERN  VALLEYS 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selection, 
That  the  following  Tjords  1)0  proposed  to 
the  House  to  fomi  the  Select  Committee 
for  the  consifleratioii  of  the  said  Bills ; 
(viz.)— 

M.  Bristol, 

E.  Bathurst, 

E.  Campenlown  (chainnan), 

L.  Seaton, 

L.  Shute  ( V,  Barnngton) ; 


EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT. 
Report  to  Committee  of  Council  on 
Education  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Charity  Commissioners  for  England  and 
Wales  under  the  Endowed  Schools  Acts, 
1869-1889,  for  the  year  1898. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 
No.  2282.  Brazil  (Bahia) ; 
No.  2283.  France  (Nice  and  District);' 
No.  2284.  Brazil  (Rio  de  Janeiro)  ; 
No.  2285.  Denmark  (Iceland) ; 
No.  2286.  Turkey  (Beirut  and  the  coast 
of  Syria). 

TREATY  SERIES,  No.  13  (1899). 
Accession  of  Japan  to  the  International 
Union  for  the  protection  of  literary  and 
artistic  works,  15th  July,  1899. 

NATIONAL  PORTRAIT  GALLERY. 
Forty -second    Annual    Report  of   the 
Trustees  of  the  National  Portrait  Gallery 

(1899). 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  REPUBLIC. 
Further  correspondence  relating  to  the 
claim  of  the  South  African  Republic  for 
damages  on  account  of  the  Jameson  raid. 
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Presented  (by  command),  and  oitlered  to  ' 
lie  on  the  TaJik^ 

SUPERANNUATlt^N  AIT,  1884.  | 

Treasury  Minute,  dated  May  30,  1899, 
declaring  tbat  James  Muspratt,  auxiliary 
postman,  London,  Post  Ofliee  Depart- 
ment, was  appointed  without  a  Civil 
Senice  certi^eate  througli  inadvertence 
on  the  part*>f  the  head  of  bis  department. 
I>ai(i  before  the  Honse  (pmsuant  tn  xVet), 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 
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PETITION, 

A<;HICLILTUI£AL  rates  AiT,  1896. 

Petition  for  amendment  of :  of  Tithe- 
owning  Clergy  of  England  and  Wales, 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table, 


QUEST  loss. 


SC^UTH    Al'inCAN   KKPriiUt    -in.iHuM- 

F(  LNTEIN    f 'HNFEKKM  'E. 

The  Earl  of  CAxMPERDOWN:  My 
liOrds,  seeing  the  noble  F^irl,  the  Under 
Secretary  for  the  Colorn'ew,  in  his  place,  I 
wish  to  ask  him  wbethi^r  he  is  in  a  posi- 
tion to  give  any  information  to  the  House 
with  regard  to  the  negotiatiori«  which 
have  recently  taken  place  between  Sir 
Alfreii  Milner  and  the  President  of  the 
Transviwil  Hepublie. 


The  rNDEK-SECHETAKY  of  STATE 

FOR  THE  COLONIES  (THEliAKLUF  SI^- 

BOKME) :  My  Lords,  it  is  unfortimately 
true  that  the  Conference  has  bmken  up 
without  any  result,  and  a  new  situation 
has  thus  btjcn  created  President  Kruger 
Itas  rejected  the  proposals  for  a  settlement 
offered  by  Sir  Alfred  Milner,  and  the 
alternative  suggestefl  tiy  him  was  con- 
sidered by  Sir  Alfrcfl  Milner,  and  is  now 
conaiderod  liy  Her  Majesty's  Gov  ernment, 
as  entirely  inadeiiiiato.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  not  yet  received  the 
Meiiioranduni  which  Sir  Alfred  Milner 
informs  them  he  has  communicated  to  the 
Press  on  the  8ul»ject  of  the  Conference.  \ 
Her  Majesty's  Government  understood , 
that  this  ^Ieraorandura  would  be  tele- 
graphed by  Keuter  verkttini  to  this 
country,  but  owing  to  some  unexplained 
cjiuae  it  has  not  yet  arrived.  1  am  there- 
fore unable  to  say  whether  the  statement , 


of  the  Go  \  t ■  r  J I  m  e  n  t  of  the  South  A  f ri  ear  t 
Itepublie,  which  ban  been  published  in  the 
meantime,  agrees  in  idl  re^ipeets  with  Sir 
Alfrr'd  Milncr's  aceoinit.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  understaml  that  the  diwiis* 
sion  turned  mainly  mi  the  ijuestion  of  the 
franchise.  Sir  Alfre<l  Milner  was  of 
oj)iniori  that  the  exclusion  c»f  the  Uit- 
lancbM8  from  representattiou  was  the  riMtt 
of  the  ditticulties  which  has  aiisen,  ami 
tbat  it  was  desiraljle,  if  jxjssiltle,  to  cimie 
to  an  arrangement  on  this  point  U»bne 
dealing  with  other  ipiestions  in 
dispute  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments. Sir  Alfred  Milner  asked  that 
the  franchise  sh(nild  be  given  to  all 
natnndised  alier^s  who  have  resided  five 
years  in  the  country,  with  retroHpective 
effect,  and  a.  fair  amount  of  representa- 
tion be  conceded  to  the  new  population. 
President  Kruger's  prf»posal  was  sub- 
stantially as  follows:  First,  that  aliens 
who  were  ic  si  dent  in  the  country  before 
18S*0  might  naturalise  and  have  the  fidl 
franchise  in  two  years*  time ;  secomlly, 
that  the  bulk  of  the  Uitlanders  might  be 
naturalised  in  two  years'  time  and  might 
receive  the  franchise  ^iv^  years  later — tbat 
is  to  say,  in  seven  years  from  the  present 
time.  Between  the  period  of  naturalisa- 
tion and  that  of  reci^iving  the  franchise 
they  would  have  to  abandon  their  present 
nationality  and  would  have  no  rights  of 
nationality  in  the  Transvaal  The  Presi- 
dent also  attached  to  his  offer  certain  con- 
rlitions  as  to  a  pecuniary  qualification,  and 
the  proof  of  possession  of  civil  rights  in 
the  eoimtry  from  which  the  alien  had 
come.  It  is  not  clear  whether  the  further 
condition  that  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of 
the  burghers  wouhl  be  required  to  con- 
firm the  possession  of  the  franchise  would 
be  insisted  upon.  The  President  agreed 
tbat  three  mendiere  might  be  added  to 
the  representation  of  the  mining  districts, 
thu8  giving  to  them  five  members  out  of 
a  total  of  31.  Acconling  to  these  pro- 
[wisids,  no  change  whatever  would  take 
place  ifor  two  years,  and  then  only  in  the 
case  of  a  small  majority  of  the  Uitlanders 
who  had  resided  eleven  years  in  the 
TraTisvanl,  The  whole  of  these  proposals 
were  made  suliject  to  an  agreement  by 
this  country  to  refer  all  tUiferenees  with 
the  Transvaal  to  the  arldtration  of  a 
foreign  Power.  Sir  Alfred  Milner  con- 
sidered these  proposals  as  altogether  in- 
adequate, and  further  informed  the 
President  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
would  Tiot  consent  to   the  intervention  of 
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any  foreign  Power  in  disputes  l>etween 
themselves  and  the  Government  of 
the  South  African  Republic.  The 
President  also  asked  for  the  in- 
corporation of  Swaziland,  but  does 
not  appear  to  have  pressed  this 
claim.  He  also  demanded  that  the 
question  of  an  indemnity  for  the  Jameson 
raid  should  be  settled,  and  was  informed 
by  Sir  Alfred  Milner  that  the  British 
South  Africa  Compan}'  had  agreed,  in  a 
despatch  which  was  then  on  its  way,  that, 
while  protesting  against  the  amount  of 
the  claim  sent  in  as  altogether  unreason- 
able, they  would  nevertheless  consent  to 
submit  to  arbitration  the  amount  of 
damages  for  any  material  injury  suffered 
by  the  Transvaal  in  consequence  of  the 
Jameson  raid.  The  (piestion  of  the 
dynamite  monopoly  was  touched  upon, 
but,  in  view  of  the  failure  to  come  to  an 
agreement  with  regard  to  the  franchise, 
it  was  reserved  for  fiu*ther  discussion 
between  the  two  Governments.  I  have 
to  add  that  the  despatch  in  response  to 
the  petition  of  the  Uitlanders  to  the 
Queen,  which  was  sent  to  the  High  Com- 
missioner before  the  invitation  to  the 
Conference  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Orange  Free  State,  and  which 
has  been  held  back  pending  the  result 
of  the  Conference,  will  now  be  communi- 
cated to  the  Government  of  the  South 
African  Republic,  and,  as  soon  as  they 
have  received  it,  will  be  laid  on  the  Table 
with  other  papers,  including  the  petition 
of  the  Uitlanders  to  the  Queen,  and  the 
counter-petition  of  other  Uitlanders  to 
the  Government  of  the  South  African 
Republic. 


THE  SOUDAN   CAMPAIGN,  1898. 

Moved — 

"That  StJin.ling  Order  No.  XXI.  lie  con- 
sidered in  order  to  its  heinj^  snspende<l  for 
this  day's  sitting."— (YVir  Marquess  of  Sali}(- 
hury.) 

On  Question,  agreed  to,  and  ordered 
accordingly. 

Moved — 

"That  the  consideration  of  the  Qneen's 
Message  and  tlie  Motion  for  acconling  the 
thanks  of  tliis  Honse  to  tlie  forces  engaged  in 
the  recent  operations  in  tlie  Sondan  have  ]>re- 
cedence  of  the  Orders  of  the  Day."— (27«^ 
Marquess  of  Saiisburjf. ) 

On    Question,  agi-eed  to,   and  ordered 
accordingly. 


The  prime  MINISTER  and  SECRE- 
TARY    OF    STATE    FOR    FOREIGN 

AFFAIRS(theMARQUESSOFSALISBURY)  : 
My  Lords,  the  first  motion  which  I  have 
to  submit  to  you  is  that  Her  Majesty's 
Gracious  Message  with  reference  to  Lord 
Kitchener  of  Khartoum   be   taken   into 
consideration.     It  does  not  appear  to  me 
that    any    argiunents  will  be  needed  to 
commend   this    course    to    your     Lord- 
ships.      Lord    Kitchener    has    received 
from   Her   Majesty  the  high  honour   of 
a    seat    in    this   House,    in    recognition 
of     his    great    achievements,     and     the 
honour    that     has     been    paid    to    him 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
land  is  a  sufficient  proof  that  the  people 
of  this  country  entirely  associate   them- 
selves with  the  action  of  Her  Majesty  in 
conferring  that  honoiu-  upon  him.     But, 
( if  that  honour  was  to  be  paid,  it  is  in 
'  accordance  ^vith  precedent,  and  I  think 
obviously  suitable  and  proper,  that  some 
means  should  be  provided  for  maintaining 
I  the  dignity  thus  conferred.     It  has  been 
done  so  frequently,  and,   so  far  as  this 
House  is  concerned,  so  entirely  without 
protest  or  without  difference  of  opinion, 
;  that  I  think  I  may,  \i'ithout  further  pre- 
face, move  that  this  House  will  be  ready 
I  to  concur  with  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
I  ment  in  making  a  provision  in  accordance 
!  with  the  terms  of  Her  Majesty's  Gracious 
I  Message. 

The  EARL   of   KIMBERLEY  :    My 
Lords,  I  need  scarcely  assure  your  Lord- 
ships that  I  most  cordially  concur  in  the 
motion  that  has  been  made  by  the  noble 
Marquess  opposite,  and  I  shall  follow  his 
j  example  in  not,  on  this  occasion,  attempt- 
ing to  pronounce  a  eulogy  on  the  conduct 
'  of  Lord  Kitchener,  because  we  have  all  of 
us,    I   think,    repeatedly  expressed    our 
opinion  very  strongly  on  the  subject,  and 
I  do  not  suppose    that   upon    the   main 
question  of  the  reward  which  is  proposed 
'  to  be  conferred  on  Lord  Kitchener  there 
I  will  be  any  difference  of  opinion.     But, 
'  while  I  say  that,  I  feel  myself  compelled 
.  to  make  an  allusion   to   one   discordant 
I  note,  and  that  is  the  feeling   which  has 
been  excited  by  the  manner  in  which  the 
body  of  the  Mahdi  was  disposed  of.     For 
my  part  I  wish  to  say,  and  I  am  sure  I 
shall    have    the   sympathy   of    everyone 
here  present,  that  I  have  no  feeling  what- 
soever specially  for  the  Mahdi.     On  the 
contrary,  I  conceive  as  wholly  pernicious 
his  appearance  as  a  false  prophet ;  and  if 
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I  make  any  remarks  on  this  subject,  it 
w  only  niton  the  general  feeling  which 
I  believe  to  be  shared  by  most  people^ 
if  not  by  a!l^  that  it  is  necessary 
to  be  extremely  careful  in  dealini^  with 
any  question  which  atteets  the  dead.  We 
all,  I  think,  feel  that  with  the  dead  we 
Ciin  have  tio  war  ;  but  in  the  present  cir- 
cumstances it  api>ears  to  have  been 
thought  -and  I  am  not  at  all  inclined  to 
contest  the  opinion  of  those  who  were  on 
the  sfx^t,  and  were  best  able  to  form  an 
opinion — thai  it  wiis  absolutely  necessary 
to  remove  the  tonili  where  the  Jbihdi  had 
been  interred,  to  pn-vent  the  possibility 
of  its  becoming  afterwards  a  focus  of  dis- 
content and  a  rallying  point  for  any  who 
might  still  feel  any  sympathy  with  the 
Mahdi  and  his  ilisciplcs.  It  is  not  upon 
that  ground  that  I  make  the  observation 
which  I  feel  compelled  to  make  on  this 
occ^ion,  Btit  I  think  that,  after  making 
every  allowance  for  the  reasons  to  which 
I  have  alluded,  it  is  a  matter  for  some 
regret  that  the  way  in  which  the  remains 
of  the  Mahdi  were  tlisposcd  of  'was  not 
entirely  consonant  ivith  our  feelings  with 
regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  dead.  It  is 
a  subject  which  is  very  distasteful  to  me 
to  allude  to,  and  I  am  tuA  at  all  disposed 
to  pursue  it  on  this  occasion.  Neither  ilo 
I  wish  to  be  supposed  to  be  strongly 
condemnifjg  the  proceedings  which  were 
sanctioned  Ity  the  distinguished  officer 
whose  services  we  all  recognise.  But  I 
felt  it  to  be  my  duty,  my  painful  duty,  to 
make  this  Mm  pie  observation  ;  and,  after 
saying  that,  I  repeat  that,  notwithstanding 
the  feelings  which  I  entertain,  in  common 
with  a  good  many  other  pcof)k\  on  this 
particular  suliject,  I  do  most  coixlially  and 
most  heartily  concur  in  any  honour  wo 
can  bestow  on  Lord  Kitcliener  on  this 
occasion.  I  therefore  willingly  support 
the  motion  of  the  noble  Marquess. 

The  MAEQUES8  op  SALISBURY  : 
My  Lords,  perhaps  it  would  be  proper 
that  I  should  make  one  or  two  remarks  in 
reference  to  the  observations  which  have 
fallen  from  the  noble  Earl,  and  which 
were  distinguished  by  great  moderation 
and  good  taste.  So  far  as  Lord  Kitchener 
Wiis  resjKHisible  for  what  was  done,  I  am 
unable  to  agree  with  the  noble  Liirl.  1 
Ixdieve  that  certain  steps  had  to  be  taken 
with  a  view  to  the  i>ossil>ility  of  the 
revival  of  a  fanatical  feeling  in  the 
c^tmtry,  There  in  reason  to  believe  tliat 
what  Lord  Kitchener  ordered  to  be  done 


was  not  quite  rightly  interpreted  by 
those  who  carried  it  out,  and  he 
w^as  at  a  distance  when  it  w&b 
carried  out.  Into  that  question  I 
need  not  enter,  but  I  would  entreat 
the  House  to  remember  that  these 
questions,  however  deeply  we  feel  upon 
them,  are  ttot  quet^tiotis  of  ethics  ;  they  are 
not  even  questions  ui  policy  ;  they  are 
tjuestions  of  taste,  antl  taste  varies  in 
diffejcnt  countries  at  different  times. 
There  have  been  occasions  even  in  this 
country  when  bodies  have  been  dug  up,  to 
show  opinions  entertained  at  the  time, 
and  in  a  neighbouring  country  it  h;is  !»een 
still  more  al>iuidantly  done.  If  Lord 
Kitchener,  when  he  was  thinking,  as  he 
was  bound  to  think,  of  the  opiru'ons  of 
the  vast  populations  that  surrounded 
him,  forgot  for  the  moment  the  opinions 
that  might  prevail  in  London,  we  cannot 
blame  him.  I  believe  he  did  w^hat  he 
thought  was  necessary  on  the  occasion 
for  destroying  this  l>anefu]  superstitio*i, 
and  in  that  object  at  h'*ist  we  all  of  us 
must  heartil)'  sympathise. 

Her  Mfajesty's  most  gracious  Message 
of  Friday  last  considered  (according  to 
order) :  Then  an  humble  Address  of 
thanks  and  concurrence  ordered  u^itiintr 
ilhsfiiikruff  to  be  presonttid  to  Her  Majesty 
thereupon :  The  said  Address  to  be 
presented  to  Her  Majesty  by  the  Lords 
with  White  Staves. 

The  I^IAKt^FESS  or  SALISBURY : 
My  Loitls,  I  now  have  to  projjose  to  you 
ji  uiotion  which  I  believe  is  in  accordance 
with  strict  precc<lent  on  sinular  oceiLsions, 
I  and  which  I  am  sure  has  never  been 
more  heartily  adopted  than  it  will  be  on 
the  present  occasion.  If  I  may  be  per- 
mitted,  I  will  read  the  motion  to  the 
House.     Its  terms  are  as  follow  : 

"Tluit  tht*  thanks  of  tfiis  H«»ii^^e  lie  ^iv«n  to 
Major-tJeiiernl  Lonl  Kitchener  t>f  Kluirtomn. 
*;.<;. II.,  K.C.M.t:.,  for  tlie  diHiiijijinshra  nkill 
ami  ability  with  wliieli  lie  jjlanneil  an<l  ron- 
aarteil  the  rainpai*:ti  nn  tliu  Nile*)f  IMOO  l»7-!»8, 
uliicli  rtilmitiatiLMl  in  the  l^attk*  uf  (hialtiniian, 
tlie  capture!  of  Kluirluniii,  ami  Ihf  uveillirMV\ 
of  the  power  uf  tliL*  Khalifa  ; 

Thill  tliL*  thaukn  of  this  lloiiHe  Ijc  gi\eii  to — 

Majtir  -  llenenil    Sij     A.     Hanlur.    K.CB,* 

Major  lieneml  Sir  H.  M,  L.  Kandlc  K.C.B., 
t\MA;.,I>.H,0,,H,A.  ; 

Major  iieneral  Sir  W.   F.  Uatacre,  KXMi, 
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Major-Gen  eral   the  Hon.  N.   G.  Lyttelton,  i 
C.B.  ; 

Major  -  General    A.    (i.     Wauchope,     C.B., 
C.M.G.  ; 

Major  and   Brevet  Colonel  Sir  F.   K.  Win- 
gate,  K.C.M.G.,  C.B.,  D.S.U.,  K.  A.  ; 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Brevet  Colonel  C.  J. 
Long,  K.A.  ; 

Major  and  Brevet  Colonel  J.  (i.  Maxwell, 
D.S.O.  ; 

Major  an<l  Brevet  Colonel  H.  A.  MacdonaM, 
D.S.O.  ; 

Lieutenant-Colonel  D.  F.  Lewis,  C.B.  : 

Major  and  Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel  J. 
Collinson,  C.B.  ; 

Commander  C.  R.  Keppel,  C.B.,  D.S.O., 
R.N.  ; 

and  to  the  other  Ufticers  and  Warrant  Officers 
of  the  Navy,  the  British  and  the  Egyptian 
Army,  and  the  Royal  Marine.^,  for  the  energy 
and  gallantry  witli  which  they  executed  the 
services  which  they  were  called  upon  to  jier- 
form ; 

That  this  House  doth  acknowledge  and 
highly  approve  the  gallantry,  discipline,  and 
good  conduct  displayed  by  the  Petty  Officers, 
Non-commissioned  Officers,  and  Men  of  the 
Navy,  the  British  and  the  Egyptian  Army, 
and  Royal  Marines  during  the  campaign  ; 

That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to 
Lieu  tenant-General  Sir  Francis  Grenfell, 
G.C.B.,  G. C.M.G. ,  for  the  support  and  assist- 
ance which  he  afforded  to  the  forces  employed 
in  the  operations  in  the  Soudan  ; 

That  this  House  doth  acknowledge,  with 
admiration,  the  distinguished  valour,  devotion, 
and  conduct  of  those  other  Officers  and  Men 
who  have  perished  during  the  campaign  in 
the  Soudan  in  the  service  of  their  country, 
and  feels  deep  sympathy  with  their  relatives 
and  friends." 

My  Lords,  some  fourteen  years  ago, 
about  this  time  of  the  year,  standing  in 
this  place,  I  had  to  move  a  similar  vote 
of  thanks  to  General  Viscount  Wolseley 
and  the  officers  and  men  who  had  served 
with  him  in  the  Egyptian  campaign.  But 
the  circumstances  then  \vere  very  different. 
It  was  necessary  to  point  out  and  to 
dwell  upon  the  fact  that  great  merit  and 
devotion  had  ])een  shown  by  the  British 
officers  and  men  in  carrying  out  the 
duties  which  were  assigned  to  them, 
though  the  result  of  their  oll'orts  was  not 
success.  It  was  no  Idanie  of  theirs  that 
the  result  was  not  success  ;  it  was  a  com- 
bination of  circumstances  which  it  is  now 
unnecessary  to  unravel.  But  we  felt 
that  the  want  of  success  then  was  no 
detraction  to  the  great  merits  they  had 
shown,  or  to  the  gratitude  which  their 
services  would  demand  and  receive  from 
the  country.  Now  we  have  a  different 
task  to  perform.      We  have,  indeed,  to 
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bring  before  you  equal  merit,  equal  val- 
our,   equal   skill   and   tenacity,    but   the 
whole  has  been  cro\med  with  a  splendid 
success.     Yet,  let  us  not  forget  that,  to 
the  exertions  of  Lord  Wolseley,  and  those 
who  served  under  him  in  two  Egyptian 
campaigns,   it  is  due  that   the  door  was 
,  opened  to   the  subsequent   operations  of 
which  Lord  Kitchener  was  the  head,  and 
that   the   brilliant    campaigns — brilliant, 
I  though  one  of  them  was  unsuccessful — 
with  which    Lord   Wolseley   was  associ- 
1  ated  prepared  the  way  for  Lord  Kitchener, 
and  may  claim  a  part  of  the  lustre  which 
I  has  been  shed  upon  his  head.      As   the 
I  noble  Earl  has  justly  said,  this  is  a  wom- 
1  out  subject.     We  have  all  listened  to,  and 
'  taken  part  in  repeating,  the  praises  which 
\  are    due   to   the   Sirdar,    and,    as    those 
I  praises  have  been  echoed  and  thoroughly 
i  accepted  by  his  countrymen,  there  is  now 
little  more  to  be  said.     He  will  remain  a 
striking  figure,  not  only  adorned  by  the 
I  valour  and  patriotism  which  all  successful 
generals   can  show,    but   with   the   most 
I  extraordinary  combination  of  calculation, 
I  of   strategy,    of  statesmanship,  which    it 
I  has  ever  fallen  to  any  general  in  those 
I  circumstances   to    display.      His    means 
;  were   limited.      The   grotesque   financial 
j  arrangements  under  which  the  Egyptian 
I  Exchequer  lives  prevented  him  from  trans- 
j  gressing    a    very    modest    limit    in    the 
I  expenditure  he  was  authorised  to  incur. 
He   had  all  the  difficulties   to  a  certain 
extent — the   unknown  and  untried  diffi- 
culties— attaching  to  a  campaign  whose 
objective  was  a  city  which  no  white  army 
had  ever  visited  before,  and  he  was  fight- 
ing with   an   enemy   vastly   superior   in 
numbers  to  his  own  forces,  animated  by  a 
fanaticism  which  gives  more  powerful  im- 
pulse for  warlike  qualities  than  probably 
any  other,  however  high  the  motive,  by 
which  soldiers  can  be  actuated.     He  had 
before  him  natural  difficulties  of  a  charac- 
t(}r  which  made  it  uncertain  how  far  it 
would  be  within  his  means  to  overcome 
them,  and  with  those  difficulties  he  suc- 
ceeded in  winning  a  ])rilliant  though  not 
bloodless    battle,     but    a    bfittle     which 
shattered  i?i  one  moment  the  evil  power 
that  for  so  many  years  had  brooded  over 
those  districts  of  Africa.     It  was  a  very 
wonderful  achievement ;  but,  as  I  say,  he 
was  guided    by    the    knowledge    which 
others    who   had   gone    before   him    had 
gained,  and  he  was  not  limited  in  point 
of  time,  as  we  know  was  the  case  with  the 
last   expedition.      He   took   exactly   the 
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time  that  was  lujtx'iJSHry  fur  liis  work,  ho 
niiulo  pri'cisuly  thf  prepiinitioii,'^  wlurh 
tb'fct  wnrk  rn«|iurcd,  ho  ocpcmltirl  upon  it 
exactly  thu  military  titrengtli  which  it 
deniandod,  and  his  victnry  ciinie  out  with 
absoliitti  at:ciiraoy,  like  tbo  aiisuor  to  a 
scientific  Cidculattun,  I  am  ghul  tliat  in 
making  this  niutiun  I  am  nut  to  speak  of 
Lord  Kitcheners  meritH alone.  No  doubt 
they  were  enormous,  tranHceiidentj  and 
they  have  been  fully  recognised  by  his 
Sovereign  and  by  hi.s  cnuiitrymon  ;  !iut 
there  is  in  all  warhke  history  too  much 
tendency  to  attach  the  whole  merit 
of  every  campaign  entirely  tt>  the  leador 
by  whom  it  wnn  woil  In  thin  c^i^se  he  had 
singular  aasistJince.  The  British  troops, 
upon  whose  strength  and  steadfastness 
some  unwise  persons  had  cast  doubt, 
showed  that  never  in  their  history  were 
they  ao  stout  and  vigorous,  even  in  the 
presence  of  the  most  formidable  foe.  He 
was  supported  to  an  unprecedented  ex-  ' 
tent  by  the  resources  of  science.  The  I 
gunboats,  which  he  himself  largely  de- 
signed^  and  which  were  conducted  with 
great  gallantry  and  skill,  contributed  no 
small  amount  to  the  victory  ;  and  the 
construction  of  the  railway,  in  the 
cifcunietances  under  which  it  was  under- 
taken, was  a  marvellous  effort  of  indi- 
vidual energy  and  skill  on  the  part  of 
the  well-known  engineer  who  uiidertook 
it,  and  also  shows  to  what  a  lofty  point 
the  material  and  scientiiic  progress  of 
English  industry  has  reaehed.  These 
were  all  very  remarkable  circumstanees. 
Perhaps  1  am  inclined  to  attach  tii  Lieu* 
tenant  Girouard's  work  a  very  eon- 
spicuoua  position  among  these  great 
achievements  :  but  to  my  mind  that 
which  was  most  wonderful  of  all  was 
the  brilliant  atid  unfailing  conduct  of  the 
Egyptian  troops.  I  say  this  because  I 
can  remember  the  debates  we  used  | 
to  have  many  years  ago  about  the  impossi-  „ 
bility  of  inducing  them  to  undertake  thfi  i 
slightest  amount  of  military  exertion  or 
even  face  the  smallest  warlike  risk.  It  \ 
18  one  of  the  worst  circumstances  we  have  I 
to  lament  in  connection  with  these  wars.  : 
I  do  not  see  ray  noble  friend  Lord  j 
Northbrook  in  his  place,  hut  1  remember  j 
he  used  a  phrase  at  which  we  rather  , 
laughed  at  the  time,  but  which  was  a 
very  prudent  remark.  He  told  us  that 
the  Egyptian  troops  were  magnificent 
soldiers  if  only  they  would  stand.  That 
very  lamentable  defect  ruined  all  their 
other  qualities.     When  the  enemy  came 


upon  them  they  did  not  oven  resist. 
They  threw  away  their  weaiH>ns  and 
allowed  themselves  to  be  slaughtered 
without  resistance.  It  was  a  fearful 
condition  of  things,  but  the  wonderful 
thing  is  that  proper  training,  proper 
government,  fair  consideration,  and  great 
military  skill,  exercised  by  British 
officers,  have  made  those  men  who 
were  mere  sheep  equal  to  any  native 
troops  in  the  world  ;  they  have 
given  them  a  strength  of  discipline, 
an  absolute  trust  in  their  officers, 
which  has  made  their  conduct  on  the 
Meld  of  battle  splendid  to  behold.  There- 
fore I  am  glatj  that  this  vote  of  thanks 
includes  General  Grcnfell,  because  it  is 
very  largely  to  his  exertions  and  his 
gu  if  lance  thai  this  great  reform  in  the 
character  i>f  the  P!]gy ptian  soldiers  is  due. 
We  ought  not,  while  we  exult  in  the 
victory  achieved,  to  forget  by  how  much 
patient  labnur  unil  how  much  skilful 
training  he  br<»i3ght  the  Egyptian  troops 
up  to  the  point  where  they  could  make 
to  us  the  return— the  splendid  return — 
they  have  made,  I  will  not,  my  Lords, 
trouble  you  further,  but  I  will  only  just 
notice  these  two  things.  This  campaign 
—  1  do  not  want  to  touch  any  questirtn  of 
policy  —  will,  I  believe,  by  its  result 
largely  increase  British  fame  and  in- 
tluence  all  over  the  wurld,  and  largely 
strengthen  the  outworks  *»f  our  Empire. 
This  result  has  been  gained  by  the 
exercise,  in  a  very  unusual  and  con- 
spicuous degree,  of  two  of  the  qualities 
by  which  we  believe  our  race  i.s  adorned, 
and  which  largely  contributed  to  the 
success  and  power  we  have  achieved. 
The  first  is  the  great  industrial 
pri>gress,  the  enormous  power  over  the 
foreeH  of  nature,  which  we  have  used  for 
commereial  pnr|>o!^e.s  and  improved  year 
l>y  year,  but  which  now,  to  an  exterjt 
never  done  liefore,  we  havt*  shown  to 
have  been  one  of  the  njost  potent  weafxins 
that  a  skilful  general  can  wield.  The 
other  is  that  it  hm  V»rought  out  that 
inwdit}'  which  is  the  real  secret  nf  the 
domination  of  this  country  over  such  vast 
millions  of  uncultivated  people,  Our 
officers  have  the  ]M)wer — m)t  merely  one 
or  two  men,  In  it  almost  all  our  officers 
either  in  Ifidia  ttr  in  Egypt— to  an  extent 
which,  1  think,  has  never  yet  l>een  given  to 
any  mce  in  the  world,  of  irulucing  men  of 
a  lower  race  to  attaeli  themselves  abso- 
lutely to  their  ufficei-s  who  go\ern  them, 
to  repose  in  them  the  most  eomplf?t«'   otm. 
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tidence  and  trust,  to  obey  them  without  \  that  by  means  of  these  admirable  young 
question,  and  to  follow  them  into  any  j  officers — for  many  of  them  are  very  young 
danger.  It  is  this  splendid  influence  of  |  officers — we  are  able  to  make  use  of  large 
often  a  handful  of  officei-s  over  vast  masses    populations  which,  perhaps,  without  our 


of  men  of  other  mces,  which  has  enabled 
us  to  roar  up  that  vast  empire,  so  far  out 
of  proportion  to  the  mnnerical  strength 
which  we  Ci\n  bring  to  support   it,    but 


leading  would  never  have  attained 
to  that  warlike  demeanour  which  the 
noble  Marquess  has  so  justly  commended 
in  the  Egyptians.    I  am  tempted  to  repeat 


which  we  have  been  able  to  make  and  to  i  a  very  small  but  striking  anecdote  told  to 
defend  by  the  strength  of  those  vast  '  me  not  long  ago  which  referred  to  one  of 
multitudes  of  other  races  whom  our  '  our  great  fights  in  India  during  the  time 
officei-s  have  had  this  singular  and  of  the  Mutiny.  An  old  officer  told  me 
marvellous  power  of  governing,  training,  the  story.  During  a  very  hot  engage 
and  attaching.  I  do  not  think  it  has  ever  ment  a  young  Knglish  officer  was  killed, 
l>een  shown  in  a  more  distinguished  fonii    and  the  commanding  officer  remarked  to 


than  in  the  force,  cohesion,  and  excellence 
they  have  given  to  the  Egyptian  ti\x)ps  : 
but  they  have  only  pixxiuced  qualities 
which  they  have  always  shown,  and  which 
they  show  no  signs  of  losing — qualities 
which  have  erected,  and  which,  I  tnist, 
^vill  maintain  for  many  generations  yet  to 
come,  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
Empire  of  the  Queen. 

The  earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  My 
lx>rds,  the  noble  Manjuess,  in  the  ex- 
tremely inten^sting  sjKwh  which  we  have 
just  lisieneii  to,  has  left  me  very  little  to 
s;iy.  I  tH>neur  ^nth  all  that  he  has  sjiid, 
but  I  am  mast  stniek  \nth  the  latter  part 
of   his   spt»eoh.     I   feel.  Ji^  he  dix^s,   that 


a  Sikh  subanlar — a  non-commissioned 
officer  of  high  rank — how  deeply  he  re- 
gretted the  loss  of  this  officer,  and 
added  :  "  But  even  that  loss  we  can  well 
sustain  when  we  have  men  like  you  who 
we  know  can  be  trusted  in  all  circum- 
stances." "  Yes,''  was  the  reply,  "  that 
may  be  :  we  can  fight,  and  fight  well,  but 
we  want  your  young  men  to  lead  us." 
That  has  been  the  secret  of  our  success. 
In  celebrating  what  Lord  Kitchener 
has  achieved,  the  noble  Marquess 
has  justly  dwelt  upon  the  extraordi- 
nary skill  ^nth  which  he  made  all 
the  preparations  which  ended  in  his 
brilliant  achievement  :  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  that  is  perhaps  the  most  re- 


what  we  have  nu^t   reason  to  K*  proud  of    markable  p;u"t  of  the  whole  achievement. 


is  the  manner  in  which  we  have  reorgsi- 
niseii,  not  only  the  i^»venunent,  but  I 
might  alnu>si  say  the  jKH>ple  of  Eg\-pi.  It 
seems  to  me  that  this  is  a  subject  which 
we  do  well  to  dwell  u|K»n.  KH.ausi*  the 
strength  and  the  siiioiy  of  our  Empiiv — 1 
mean  outside  this  ct>unirv — over  the  v;ist 
numlvrs  kA.  ,\^  we  reganl  them,  les>  vivi- 
listil  jKVples.  ivst>  entin*ly,  1  may  s;iy. 
upon  thi-  mond  qualities  }H»vM*»eiI  by 
ihi^s^'  whu  leati  them.  1  may  [>erhaj^  l»t» 
alK»wixl  to  wamler  slightly  tn»m  the  im- 
meiiiaio  subject  of  our  distnission  when  I 
mention  the  name  of  Lonl  Cn^mer.  It  is 
only  due  to  Lonl  t"n.>mer — though  i»n  an 
occasion  like  this  he  L\»uld  not,  of  t^varso, 
W  iiKluded  in  the  V«»te  which  we  are 
aK>\u  to  }\a?v<  -to  Siiv  that  it  h;is  Kvn  by 


I  K^lieve.  myself,  that  those  who  dwell 
upon  the  history  of  great  military  opera- 
tions will  finil  in  the  past  history 
of  the  world  that  the  greatest 
and  most  successfid  commanders  have 
Uvn  those  who  have  known  liest  the 
secret  oi  long,  careful,  ami  complete  pre- 
jviration  l»cforc  they  ventured  chi  the 
gn»at  canqvngns  which  they  succeeileil  in. 
Thai  is  the  example  which  Lt»nl  Kitchener 
ha>  showii  to  us,  and  it  is  for  that  he  well 
de5?iTves  the  sjxvi,^  himoiu'  which  we 
Iviitow  ujx^n  him  to-night.  But,  as  the 
noble  Marquee  says,  it  is  not  the  leader 
only  ;  and  it  is  remarkable  to  reflect  that 
the  |xnver  ami  influemv  of  our  officers 
should  ha\  e  sn>  transformed  the  Eg^-ptian 
tnx>|\s  that  I  hey  wert*  worthy  to  staini  by 
the  side  v^f   Rritish  sai^klierss.     One  caimot 

I   suppose 


that  all  o:  us  ir,  the  al^nict  woukl  desire 
to  A\  v>id  w  .-ir  :  we  all  v>«  us  desire  peace  : 


.•ire 


his  statesmanlike  o»nduet,  hi>  indefati- 
gable industry,  his  ealm,  ipiiet,  pjitient  help  m.-^ki:!;:  :his  rt^t^txnioii 
perse veraniv,  that  the  ori:;inis.ition  of 
E^'pt  a5  we  now  set^  it  h;is  UxMiatt^une^i, 
Without  that  I  do  im.i  think  even  the 
abilities  kA  lw'»!>l  Kiuhtiui  ooild  ha\e 
pnxliKxyl  the  !x'suh>  ^xhi^h  Wf  ^re  vxK^ 
braiing  t*xiay.  The  >:rik:!  ii  v^-'nlusit'^ 
at  which  We   ha>e   '?«ci:i   ;»'*»]f   :*   iuriNe  Is 


but   :hiT\^ 
Vtlie\e     tkit 
iwiio::  .    .\!ii5 

fonir.H  lo  :h 


i  in.  iimstamces  in  which  I 
\*ar  ttwy  even  elevate  a 
n  this  pre!;«)ent  instance  I 
Hvn  a  matter  ot  great  gooil 
E^^nian  pi!i9ple  that  the 
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oeoiiuiori    hm    nvim^w    whoitf    iluiV    Imvo  i 
Ih^oii     al)lc     to     8how     that     they     ai-e  I 
capable      of      standing      fir-iuly      l>ofore  , 
the   enemy,    lit^uiinsi*,  whatovor    we   may 
say,     the     greatness      of     nations     will  ' 
always   rest   on    their   heing  ready  and  , 
willing  to  face  great  danger.-^  when  they  ' 
are  threatened;    and   the    fsiet    that  the  i 
Egyptians    havt/    slicnvn    these    qualities 
against   their   enemies   nnist   give   us   a 
niiicl)  fiigher  opinion  of  them,  and   must 
tend  not  only  to  rai^e  their  own   opinion 
of  themselves,  hut  to  give  thenii  a  con- 
fidence   whieh     probalily    nothing     else 
would  ever  impart  to  them.     My  Lords, 
I  really  should  be  guilty  of  wasting  your 
time  if  I  were  to  attempt  to  repeat  wbat 
the  noble  Manjucss  has  Hn  well  said.     All 
[  will  add  is  thin :   1  do  not  believe  that 
there    is   a    more    jjleJiHing    nud    a   more 
honourable    task  for    Pari  lament,    repre- 
senting the  nation,  to  perfi*nn,  than  that 
it  should  meet  to  offer  a  grati^fid  tribute 
of  admiration  to  those  of  our  countrymen 
who  in  dist^tnt  lands  face  great  dangers 
and    achieve    great     successes    for    the  j 
Empire  to  which  we  belong.  i 

Resolved,  urntinr  flis^^tntkuU',  That  the  < 
thanks  of  this  Ilnusij  be  given  to  Major- 
(renera!    Lonl    Kitvhenur   of    Khartoum, 
G.CJl,  KX'3L(i,,  for   the  distinguished 
skill  and  aliihty  with   whieh  he  filanned 
and  cf»ndiicted  the  campaign  on  the  Nile 
of    189(;  97-98.  which  culminated   in   the 
battle  of  C.hndnrman,  the  capture  of  Khar-  i 
louni,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  power  of  ! 
the  Khalifa. 

That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given 
to— 

Major-dencral  Sir  A.  Hunter,  KX*J3.» 
|):S.(K  ; 

Major-Gcneral  Sir  11.  M.  L.  Kundie, 
K.CJl,  C.M.tJ.,  IXS.O.,  K,A. ; 

MttjorGeneral  Sir    \\\    F.  Gatacrei 
K.C.B.,  D.S.O.  : 

Major-General     the     Hon.     N.     G. 
Lyttelt^jn,  C.B.  ; 

Major-General     A.     G.    Wauehope, 

C.R,  CM.G.  ; 

Major  and  P»revet  Colonel  »Sir  F.  li. 

Wingate,  KX'.M.U,,  G.B.,  US.O., 

R.A. ; 
Lieutenant  -  Colonel      B,m\      Brevet 

Coh*nel  C.  J,  Long,  R.A,  ; 

Major  and  Brevet  Colonel  J.  G.  Max- 
well, D.S.O. ; 


010 
H.    A. 


Major   ami    Brevet    Colonel 
Macdunald,  D,S.O,  ; 

Lieutenant-Colonel  FX  F.  Lewis,  C.B.; 

Major  and  Brevet  Licuteuaut-Colonel 
J.  Colli nson,  C.B,  ; 

Conimander    C.     If.    Kc[ipcl,    C.B., 
D.S.O.,  K.N.  ; 

and  to  the  other  Oftieers  ami  Warrant 
Ofticera  of  the  Navy,  the  British  and  the 
Egyptian  Army,  and  the  Koyal  Marines, 
for  the  energy  and  gallantry  with  which 
they  executed  the  services  which  they 
were  chilled  upon  to  perform  ; 

That  this  House  dtJth  acknowledge  ami 
highly  approve  the  gallarjtry,  discipline, 
and  good  cnuduct  displayed  by  the  Petty 
Officers,  NoncommiHsioned  Ot!i*-ers,  and 
Men  of  the  Navy,  the  British  and 
the  Egyptian  Army,  and  Koyal  .Marines 
during  the  ciimpaign  ; 

That  the  tlianks  of  this  House  be 
given  to  Lien  tenant-General  Sir  Francis 
Grenfell,  (i.C.B.,  G.OLG.,  for  the  sup- 
port and  assistance  which  he  attbrded  to 
the  forces  employed  in  the  operations  in 
the  Soudan  : 

That  this  Hou-»e  doth  aeknovvb'dge, 
with  admiration,  the  distinguisherl  valonr, 
devotio7i,  aufl  coiRluct  of  those  other 
Gfliccrs  and  Men  who  have  perished  during 
the  eanipiign  in  the  Soudan  in  the  service 
of  their  country,  ami  feel-s  deep  sympathy 
with  their  relatives  and  friends  ; 

Ordered  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  do 
communicate  the  said  resolutions  to 
General  Lord  Kitchener  of  Khartoum 
and  to  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Francis 
Grenfell,  ami  thatGLmeral  Lord  Kitchener 
of  Khartoum  be  re<]in"aled  by  tlu'  Lt*rd 
Chancellor  to  communicate  the  same  ti> 
the  several  other  officei*s  referred  to 
therein. 

SEA    FISHERIES    lilLL    fLunlH]. 
Second  Keadino. 
Order  of  the  l>ay  for  the  Second  Kea<b 
ing  read. 

LOED  HENEAGE  :  My  Lords,  I  hope 
I  shall  not  be  thought  discourteous  to 
your  Lordships  if  in  a  very  iit\x  woi'ds 
I  ask  you  to  give  a  Second  Beading  to  this 
Bill,  because  when  I  moved  its  Second 
Heading  last  year  I  went  very  thoroughly 
into  the  whole  history  of  the  Bill  \our 
Loniships  have  already  jiassed  this  Bill 
through  all  it>^  stages  tn  four  successive 
sessions.     The  Bill  is  the  outcome  of  the 
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Keport  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  which  was  moved  for 
by  the  late  Government  in  1893,  to  take 
into  consideration  resolutions  which  have 
been  come  to  by  the  Sea  Fisheries  Asso- 
ciation and  by  a  number  of  international 
conferences  held  during  the  previous 
ten  years.  In  1896  and  1897  the  Board 
of  Trade  passed  the  Bill  through  all  its 
stages  in  this  House,  and  it  was  sent 
down  to  the  House  of  Commons,  but  on 
each  occasion  failed  to  get  through  that 
House.  Lasc  year  I  had  the  honour  of 
introducing  the  Bill,  and  having,  as  I 
thought,  ascertained  that  the  Government 
were  not  going  to  bring  in  a  Bill  during 
the  present  session,  I  have  put  it  down 
again,  and  I  now  ask  your  Lordships  to 
give  it  a  Second  Reading.  I  am  anxious 
that  the  Bill  should,  if  possible,  pass  this 
session.  It  is  a  Bill  which  the  present 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  stated 
three  years  ago  it  would  be  a  disgrace  to 
any  Government  not  to  do  their  best  to 
pass,  and  I  trust  that  in  the  present 
session  I  shall  not  only  be  able  to  get  the 
Bill  through  your  Lordships'  House,  but 
that  the  Government  will  give  us  some 
assistance  in  passing  it  into  law  in 
another  place. 

Moved,    that    the   Bill    now    be   reatl 

.')a  »J 

The  secretary  for  SCOTLAND 
(Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh)  :  My 
Lords,  in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the 
noble  Earl  the  Parliamentary  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  (the  Earl  of 
Dudley),  I  have  been  asked  to  state  the 
view  which  Her  Majesty's  Government 
hold  as  to  the  proper  procedure  in  regard 
to  this  Bill.  The  noble  Lord  hus  cor- 
rectly stated  that  the  House  has  passed  a 
similar  Bill  upon  other  occasions.  The 
Board  of  Trade  are  unable  to  regard  the 
whole  of  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  with 
satisfaction,  and  more  particularly  they 
think  that  some  of  the  provisions  of  the 
second  clause  go  in  iwlvance  of  what  is 
necessary  at  the  pn»seiit  time.  I  do  not 
rise  to  oppose  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Bill,  but  to  inform  the  House  that  the 
Government  have  prepared  a  measure  of 
their  own,  which,  I  believe,  is  being  intro- 
duced into  the  other  House  of  Parliament 
at  the  present  time,  dealing  with  this  sub- 
ject ;  and  I  would  venture  to  suggest  to 
the  noble  Lord  that  if  we  piiss  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill  to-day  he  should  not 
ask  the  House  to  make  any  furthur  pro- 

Lord  Ueneage, 


gress  with  the  measure  until,  at  any  rate, 
we  see  what  chance  the  Bill  introduced 
by  the  Government  has  of  passing  the 
other  House  of  Parliament.  If  that  Bill 
should  pass  the  other  House,  as  we  have 
every  reason  to  hope  it  will,  when  it 
comes  here  it  will  be  a  fair  matter  for 
consideration  on  the  part  of  the  noble 
Lord,  and  of  the  House  generally,  which 
of  the  two  Bills  will  be  the  better  to  pass. 
I  venture  to  suggest,  under  the  circum- 
stances, that  if  to-night  we  give  this  Bill 
a  Second  Reading,  the  noble  Lord  should 
come  under  the  obligation  not,  in  the 
meantime,  at  any  rate,  to  proceed  further 
with  the  measure  in  this  House. 


Lord  HENEAGE  :  My  Lords,  I  per- 
;  fectly  accept  what  has  been  said  by  the 
,  noble  Lord  opposite.  I  had  no  knowledge 
i  of  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  dealing  with  this  subject, 
i  I  am  perfectly  prepared  to  withdraw  my 
!  Bill  at  any  time  after  it  has  secured  a 
i  Second  Reading,  if  the  Bill  which  the 
I  Government  are  about  to  introduce  meets 

the  case. 

I 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

I      Bill  read  2'  (according  to  order),  and 
;  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Thursday,  the  22nd  instant. 

KEFORMATOKY  schools  AMEND- 
MENT BILL  [Ixinis]. 
[Second  Keadino.] 

Order    of    the    Day    for  the   Second 
j  Reading  read. 
I 

I      *Lord    LEIGH :    My  Lords,  the  Bill 
I  which  I  am  now  asking  your  Lordships 
to  read  a  second  time  is  a  very  simple 
one.     Its   object  is    to  amend   the  Act 
j  which  I  had  the  honour  of  introducing 
into  this  House  in  1893.     Your  Lordships 
I  are  fully  aware  that   imtil  1893  it  was 
;  obligatory   for   magistrates   to   send    all 
I  children  committed  to  a  reformatory  in 
;  the  first   instance  to  the   gaol.      It  was 
owing  to  the  fact  that  I  considered  this 
practice  objectionable  in  the  highest  de- 
I  gree  that  I  introduced  a  Bill  in  1893  giving 
the  magistrates  the  power  of  using  their 
'  discretion  in  the  matter  ;  but  I  regret  that 
the  Bill—  it  is  now  an  Act  of  Parliament — 
did  not  go  far  enough.     I  desire  that  it 
should  be  nuide  compulsory,  and  not  per- 
missive, for  magistrates  to  send  all  chil- 
dren direct  to  the  school.     Although  the 
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Act  of  I89:i  ia   penii»88ivo,  it  hjia  effectcil 
itgrcriidiHil  of  good,  antl  I   lieliove  it  has 
hii«l  t!j«!  r4*stih  of  inducing  many  m^igis- 
tratcs  to  send  fmys  cltrect  to  the  reforma- 
tory,  iiiHt^tatl   of,    ns   formerly »   alluwifig 
them  to  reach  the  reformjitory  through  a 
prison.       J    hitkl   in   my    hand   a   return 
which  I  have  received  from  the  Inspector 
nf  RefnrniJitones,  which  sayw  that  in  Eng- 
hind,    ihiring    the   last   year,    out  of  the 
1,170  l*oys  and  girls  who  were  committed 
tfj  prisfHi,  ni>  fewer  than  926  were  nent  to 
st^hiw)  direct,  showing,  I   think,  that  the 
feeling   of   the    magistrate'^    generally    is 
temiing  towards  doing  w^hat  I  want  to  see 
done.    In  Scotland,  out  of  242  committals, 
iMi  fewer  than   227  wert3   sent  direct   to 
school      If  you  put  these  two  together  you 
will  litvd  that   there  were  no  fewer  than 
1  jri3  children  out  of  1,412  sent  direct  to 
the  refonnfitories.     But  whut  has  becotne 
of   the  251*  children  who  were  sent   to  i 
prison  ?     In   my   opinion  it  is  most  ob- 
jeeiiunable  that  there  should  be  two  forms 
of  eommittJil.     Under  the  present  system 
you   may    have    boys   in    the    same   re- 1 
forraatory  who  were  first  sent  to  prison, 
but  who  were  no  worse  than  the  other 
boys  who  were  sent  direct  to  the  school ; 
and  the  fact  of  sending  the  lads  to  prison 
18  calculated  to  create  a  very  bad  feeling 
among    them.      My    noble   and    learned 
friend  the   Chancellor  of    the  Duchy  of 
Lancaster,  whom  I  am  glad  to  sec  in  his 
place  to  day,  told  me  recently  of  a  case, 
which  I  fear  is  not  a}i  urscommon  one,  of  a 
little  boy  of  eleven  years  of  age  who  had 
been  sent  to  a  reformatorj'  for  fourteen 
days  for  merely  throwing  stones.  I  should 
like  to  ask  how  many  of  your  Loidships 
in  your  school  days  refrained  from  thn>w- 
ing  stones.     For  myself,  I  confess  that  I 
have  thr*»wn  many,  but   I  did  not  suffer 
imprisonment  for  it.     I  feel  very  strongly 
on  this  point,  and  I  think  it  is  remarkable 
that  this  is  the  only  country  in  Europe 
which  comj>els  children  to  ijualify  for  the 
reformatory  through   a  gaol.     1    luipe    I 
may  live  to  see  the  day,  and  that  it  will 
not  be  far  distitnt,  when   no  l>oy  under 
fifteen  or  sixteen  years  of  ago  will  be  sent 
to  prison,    except    u ruler    very    peculiar 
circumstances.     I   luive   often   spoken  to 
the    8Upiirinl^1ndent   of    the    reformatory 
schools  in  my   itwpi  ami   he  has 

told  me  that  the  h*  utted  to  gaol 

lH.»fore  going  to  th*^  r*  loiiuatory  have 
always  p^^ved  the  Imnft'^t  »♦>  reform.  I 
sincerely  l»oh**  ve,  ff  u  \^  t^re  fit^i^  <  ory 

to  send   clnldtfti   dirurl    (m    i  ries, 


that  the  percentage  of  reformations,  w^hich 
at  tliis  moment   is   about   90   per  cent., 
would  Ik!  considerably  larger  and  that  there 
would  at^arcely  lie  a  boy  who,  on  his  dis- 
cbarge from  a  reft»rniatory,  would  not  be 
able  to  earn   his  livelihixKl.     As  an  old 
visiting  magi  hi  rate  of  n  i.-i  r  \y  y  ears'  stand  i  ng, 
and  chainnan  of  a  reformatory  in  my  own 
I  county,  I  heartily  thank  the  Government 
1  for  having    improved   the   circumstances 
I  under  which  boys  are  admitted  into  gaols 
I  at  the    prosejit  timCj   and   for   adopting 
classification-      But   they  have  not  done 
I  enough.     They  must  repeal  the  old  Act, 
and  not  allow  any  boy  to  bo  sent  to  gaols 
except,  as  I  have  said,  under  very  peculiar 
circumstances.  It  hfis  been  asked,  "What 
,  harm  does  it  do  to  send  boys  to  gaol  first  ?" 
I    contend  that   it  does  a  great  deal  of 
harm.     The  boys  so  sent  retain  the  gaol 
mark,  which  tends  to  del>ar  them  from 
i  sectu'ing  that  employment  which  other- 
wise   they    might    obtain.      Under   the 
circnmsliinces,  I  hope  your  Lordi?hii>s  will 
j  give  the  Bill  a  Second  Heading. 

Moved,    **  That  the  Bill  Ihs  now  rcfid 

!  2»  ** 

Lord  JAMES  of  HERtTORD :   My 

Lords,    I   am   desired,    on   behalf  of  the 
Home  Office,  to  say  that  the  Government 
cordially   supports   the    proposal    of   my 
noble  frieml.     It  is  due  to  the  noble  Loitl 
to  Hay  that  he  has  taken  an  active  part 
I  and   shown    a    practical  interest   in    this 
I  question.     In  1893  he  introduced  a  Bill 
'  similar  to  the  one  he  is  now  submitting^ 
but  at  that   time   it  was   thought   that  it 
j  would  be  better  to  allow  the  power   of 
sending  direct   to  the  reformatory  to  be 
at    the    discretion    of    the    magistrates. 
Since  that    time  a    Departmental  Com- 
mittee has    met   and  recommended    the 
very  measure  which  the   noble  Lord  now 
submits  to  you.     Further  than  that,  in  a 
Bill  to  be  introduced  on  the  part  of  the 
j  Government  in  a  few  days,  it  is  proposed 
I  to  insert  a  provision  to  prevent  chikiren 
I  being  sent  to  gaol  except  under  peculiar 
circumstances.     The  Bill   of  the  Gov  em  - 
ment  wall  be  closely  identical  with  that 
'  of  my   noble    friend,  but    I    think   the 
'  honour  ought  to    remain    with    him   of 
having  introduced  this  beneficial  reform, 
and,  so  far  as  thev  can  do  so,  the  Goveru- 
^  ment  wall  rentier  him  every  assistance  in 
carrymg  the  Bill 

*LoRii    NOHION  :      My    LoHs,     I 

thoroughly    jign?e  with    the    firincjple    of 
I  thia  Bill — naniclv.  th^it  vhildrt-n  cfdivlrted 
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of  ci-imo   should   lie   piinishud   oihurwise  i  Buliject.       Loiti   Aliei-dai-e's   Comraisaiou  j 


tiiriii  in  tumiiKiti  prisons.  At  thi*  siinie 
time,  thiidreri  convicted  more  than  (inee 
must  not  be  allowed  to  go  iinpntiif^hed, 
nnd  in  some  cases  they  may  have  to  he 
deidt  witb  in  the  stmn*  way  ns-  adult 
inisnners.  The  Act  of  18D3,  which  thiw 
Bill  pmpoaes  to  amend,  provides  that 
in  lien  of  pnin'shmmii  children  con\icteil 
of  crinit!  a  Heeond  time  may  he  merely 
sent     to       reformattirv      schools.        Tin* 


proposed  linnging  re  forma  tones  parti^iUy 
under  the  Education  Oiliee.  The  W 
Comiidasion  came  entirely  to  iny  opinion, 
and  the  (  hairman — Sir  Godfrey  Lush- 
ingtiiu — aigneil  a  special  Report^  opposed 
to  these  schools  being  treat^sd  in  any  sense 
as  penal  institntioris,  and  recommending 
I  that  they  should  lie  part  of  the  ediiciition 
system-  In  all  these  seho**ls  technical 
is   £jiven    in   addition    to   inttdlectiial   in- 


HOoTjer  the  idea  i>f  treating  these  sclnMds  !  struetion,  and  in  this  respect  they 
as  a  means  of  punishment  is  got  nd  of 
tke  hettiM\  Tc»  treat  schools  as  prisons 
is  one  of  the  greatest  liluiiders  we  could 
possibly  faO  into,  A  penal  school,  if  such 
a  thing  were  ptissilile,  wuuld  be  a  mon- 
strcKsity  of  the  greatest  cnielty  and  mis- 
chief, and  I  can  conceive  of  nothing  that 
woidd  have  a  worse  effect  than  treating 
a  child  ditterenLly  to  an  adult  ly  con- 
tinuing his  ])U!nshment  over  a  ntonber  of 
years,  and  stamping  him  as  a  criminal  ff^r 
the  whole  of  his  childkond,  A  ehil«l  who 
commits  a  crime  should  lie  iwhM|uarely 
puuished,  luit  wherij  as  an  after  treat- 
ment,  he  is  sent  to  school  he  should  not 


are  in  advance  of  other  national  schools 
I  throutjln^ut  the  country.  Therefore,  if 
any  change  is  to  be  made,  it  should  Ui 
to  make  other  publicly  aided  schools  more 
I  like  them,  ami  to  place  them  all  ec|iially 
under  the  Depannient  to  which  tbcy 
ought  to  belong,  Childreji  who  have  com- 
mitted crimes  c ami ot,  however,  be  relieved 
I  of  punishment  by  these  schools  lieing  put 
on  a  proper  footing  and  cleared  idtogether 
of  their  penal  character.  They  must  l>c 
adeqviately  punished,  and  then  sent  either 
to  a  reformatory  or  to  their  hornet.  I 
recollect  xery  well  that  sonn^  years  ago 
Sir   William    Harcorut,     who    was    then 


lie  lininded  as  a  crinn'nal.     Refonnatones  !  Home    Secietary,   came  to  see  my   own 
are  considered  pejial  institutions  because  i  refonnatory  in  the  lieighbourhood  of  Bir- 


they  are  under  the  Home  Othce,  but  they 
BR*  as  agreeaiile  schools  as  any  in  the 
country.  There  is  pruetically  no  ditler- 
euce  betweeu  reformatory  scliools  and 
industi-ial  st^hools,  and  they  are 
treated  indiscrinnnately  by  magistrates. 
The  reformatory  school,  even  if  it  were 
ititended  as  such,  camiot  be  made  penal 
treatment,  and  I  hope  that  treating  these 
schools  as  penal  institutions  will  lie 
avoided  altogether  when  we  deal  mjxt 
yciir  with  the  detail  of  the  Ethicii- 
tion  l>ei)artment.  1  shall  endeavour, 
when  this  matter  comes  before  the  House, 
and  1  hope  I  shsdl  Ijc  successful,  to  get 
these  schools,  both  refonnatory  and  in- 
dustrial, transferred  from  the  Home  Office 
to  the  Education  I>ei*artment,  to  which 
they  properly  l>elong.  I  spi^ak  on  this 
matter    with   some    authority.     I    iutro- 


nungham,  and  he  asked  :  ''  Have  none  of 
these  childrerj  decent  honies  I "  Heai'ing 
that  sonn^  had  received  a  reply  in  thu 
affirmative,  he  expressed  his  stn-prise  that 
they  were  not,  after  punishment,  sent 
home,  when  they  would  have  to  attend 
Natinnal  schools  ;  and  I  agree  with  the 
right  Inni.  Gentleman  that  only  those  ehil* 
dren  shouM  lie  sent  to  a  reformat^^iry  who 
ha\e  hot  decent  hcmies  to  which  to  go, 
I  wisli  Injlh  the  Act  which  this  Bill  in  in- 
tended  to  amend,  and  the  Bill  itself,  w^iv 
differently  wcntled  in  onler  that  their ^ 
object  shouhl  be  made  quit*?  ck?ar.  It  is, 
certainly  an  important  thing  to  prevent 
chddren  convicted  of  crime  being  punished 
in  common  prisons.  That  is  the  true  object 
of  this  Dill,  hilt  as  draftee!  it  will  not 
achieve  that  result.  The  only  enac-ting 
clause  in  the  Bill — and  in  njy  opinion 
there  it^  nothing  more  da ngenms  than  one- 


duced  the   first  Acts,  both  with  rcgaixl  to 

reformatory  schools  and  industrial  schools,  '  t^'lause  Bills— reads  as  follows 
and   I    have  devoted  considerable  atten- 
tion  to   tlieir   administration  for   half  a 
centiuy.     When  I  first  suggested  to  Par- 
liament that  it   was   a  nustake    to  treat 
theae  schools  as  penal  institutions^  I  was 
told  that  everyone  was  against  n^e,  but 
the  various  Royal  Commissions  of  impiirv 
who    have   discussed    the    subject    have  '  As  a  matter  of  fiict,  the  offender  is  never 
gratlually  come  round  to  my  view  on  tlie  ;  sent    to   a    reforaiatoiy   school,    and 
ImvU  Notion.  I 


"The  Keftiinialnry  Sdjrnil^  Art,  1893,  shall 
he  road  nuil  \m\\*  eflert  juh  \(  [ha  foHmving 
prcnist>  Wi^rv  .nU\v*\  ai  the  end  of  S<n'tiiiri  |, 
thiii  iw  In  ^Jly  :  '  I'loviiled  thstt  wherv  tho 
^lileniler  is  urdcied  to  W*  sent  tt>  a  (MTitilieil  re* 
forinnt«iry  Pt'litwil  lir  .shall  iint  in  iMMition  l»fi 
sentenced    to    ]K*nnI  servitiid«    or    irtiprijioft- 
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arldition,  Inu  m  ii  prcliininaiy,  soiueneed 
tti  impn^onmetit  ;  m  thut  tlic  Bill  iw  it 
stands,  pmposes  to  pnivicle  figrtiri.^t  n 
thing  that  is  never  done.  The  Hill  cities 
nut  carry  out  the  importaui  olijeet  it  has 
in  view ;  which,  however,  tnagistrates 
may  ho  hoped  to  make  it  do. 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  seconil  time  (jiceonlin^  to 
order),  and  conmiittcMl  to  ;i  Committee  of 
the  whole  Honae  on  Monday  next, 

rRKVKXTION    (»F  COKKUPTION    BILL 

House  in  Committee  (aceonling  to 
onier) :  Btl!  rejxjited  without  amend- 
ment :  StJinding  Committee  negatived  : 
Amendment?*  niivle  :  Bil!  re-eommitted 
to  a  Ciimmittee  of  the  whole  HHU.se  ;  ami 
t*»  lie  printed  as  amended,     <No.  108,) 

FAUNLKY   TVAS   MAKKru;ES    RfLL 

House  m  Committee  (aerording  to 
iinler);  iiill  repnrted  withtjut  amend- 
ment :  Starviliog  Committee  negati^tnl  ; 
arul  Bill  to  he  read  -"i'  Tuniorrow. 
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H0U8E    OF    COMMONS. 

Thursiltitf,  8th  June  Ism. 


QUESTION. 


I 


THE  APrniNTMENT  OF  AN  ADDI- 
TIONAL JlTiOE. 

Lord  KUSSELL  of  KILLOWEN  • 
Mv  LoitU,  I  lieg  to  ask  the  nohle  and 
loanicd  Ejirl  the  Lonl  Chancellor  whether 
Hor  Majesty's  Clovenmient  have  con- 
sidored  and  are  preptired  to  give  e(feet  to 
the  urgent  repres^^iitfitions  made  to  the 
Lord  Chaneellor,  hy  {amongst  othern)  the 
lncorp<irated  Law  SiM^iety  and  the  Coimcil 
of  the  linr  oif  Enghiutl,  m  to  the  necessity 
for  the  apfR»intment  of  iMlditional  Judges. 
I  hope  the  nol»le  and  learned  Ivirl  will  find 
it  convenient  to  answer  the  Question, 

Thk  lord  CHANCELLOR  :  My 
Lord*,  my  answer  to  the  tir^t  put  of  the 
Question' i«  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  considered  the  Question,  and, 
under  the  eii-eumstanees,  they  have  con- 
sidertMi  it  right  to  agree  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  iwlditional  Judge  to  Ik?  mhled 
to  the  Kc[iiity  Division. 

Hou><e  ailjoumeil  at  twenty 
iiiiinite-*  Ijefore  Six  oVloek, 
till  To  morrow,  ii.  qimrtor 
(laHt  Four  o'clock. 


MESSA<iK     FliOM     rHH     LORDS, 
They  have  agreed  to  : — 

Pilotage  Proviiional  Order  Bill,  with- 
out Amendment. 

Ilford  Gas  Bill,  with  Amendments. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled 
**  An  Act  to  amend  the  Congested 
Districts  (Scotland)  Act,  ]81»7/*  [Con- 
gested Districts  (Scotland)  Act  Amend- 
ment Bill  [Lords], 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  **  An  Act  to  con- 
firm  a  Provisional  Order  made  by  the 
Education  Department  under  the  Elemen- 
tary Eklucation  Acts,  1870  to  181*3,  to 
enable  the  School  Board  for  Liverpool  to 
pnt  in  force  the  L-inds  Claut^es  Aets/- 
[Edncation  Department  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  (Liverpool)  Bill  [Loids]. 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  *'  An  Act  to 
confer  further  powers  on  the  Lowestoft 
Water  and  (ras  (Vjmpany  in  connection 
with  their  water  undertaking  ;  and  for 
other  purposes.'^  [Lowestoft  Water  and 
Gas  Bill  [Loitls], 

Also,  a  Bill^  intituled,  **  An  Act  for 
enabling  tha  North  Eastern  Railway 
Company  and  the  Hull,  Barnsley  and 
West  Hiding  Junction  Railway  and  Dock 
Company  to  make  a  dock  and  railways  at 
Hull  ;  and  for  other  purposes."  [North 
Eastern  and  Hull  and  Bamslov  Railways 
(Joint  Dock)  Bill  [Lords], 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  '*  An  Act  to 
confer  additional  powers  upm  the  North 
Eastern  Railway  Company  for  the  con- 
struction of  new  railways  and  other 
works  and  the  aequisition  of  additional 
lands  ;  and  for  transferring  to  the  com- 
pany the  North  Hoiderness  Light  Kai!- 
way  Company  ;  and  for  other  purposes/' 
[North  Eastern  Railway  Bill  [Lords]. 

Jones  Divorce  Bill  [Lords]  —  That 
they  do  communicate  Minutes  of  Evi- 
dence and  Proceedings  taken  upon  the 
Second  Reading  of  Jones'  Divorce  Bill, 
as  desired  by  this  House,  with  a  request 
that  the  same  may  be  returned. 


CAi)  AH  SaintiC  Chftrh  {COMMONS}  {rorfiiH)  Bill.  G^ 

PRIVATE   BILL    BUSINESS.  l  consiifeuted  tbe  parish  chureh  in  place  of 
'  the  chiireh  it  is  proposed  to  «elL     Now, 

J^HIVATE  BILLS  fLord«].  ^}l^^^  ''^^^^\  P^^jvide^  for  «omething  very 

c.^     j^      ^.   1  .      ,    .       .     ,    dilterent  indeed.      Had  it  not  been  for 

Standing  Orders  not  previously  inquired    what  1  regard  .^.  ihe  very  nmte rid  changes 

between  the  objects  as  set  forth  in  the 


into  complied  with. 


Mr.  speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Keport  from  one  of  th*?  ExamiQers  of 
PeLitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  rt'ferrt'd  on  the  hist  read- 
ing thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  pre- 
viously irnjuired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz.  :  — 

TOTLAND  WATEli  BILL  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

ALL  SAINTS' CHUHCH  (CAItDlI  F)  BILL 
[Lord  8  J. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (Merthyr-Tyd- 
vil) :  It  is  only  necessary  to  detain  the 
House  a  very  short  time  in  oixler  to 
explain  the  Alotion  which  appears  on  the 
Paper  in  my  name.  The  Bill  tfj  which 
my  Motion  rcfer>!!  x^  called  the  *'  All 
Saints'  Church  (Carditt)  Bill/^  and 
it  has  passed  the  House  uf  Lords. 
It  has  not  yet  been  read  a  second  time 
in  this  House,  and,  in  fact,  I  take  the 
opportunity  of  bringing  up  my  Motion 
before   the    Bill    comes    on    for    sc 


notices  and  the  objects  provided  for 
in  the  Bill,  1  suppose  there  would 
have  been  very  little  opposition  to 
the  Bill  The  Bill  iuelf  provides, 
not  that  the  church  of  Dcwi  Saut 
should  be  substituted  as  the  parish  church, 
but  that  the  new  church  prtjposetl  to  be 
built  shonhl  be  the  parish  church,  CLiU9e 
10  providi's  that  '*The  new  church  (to  be 
built)  should,  on  ami  after  \i%  conseeni' 
tion,  for  all  j)urp)ses,  take  the  place  of 
and 'be  in  substitution  for,  the  old  church." 
I  contend  that  the  notices  given  in 
November  last  were  distinctly  mislciuling. 
and  that  a  complete  change  of  policy 
occurred  between  the  time  of  giving  the 
notices  and  the  introduction  of  the  Bill 
The  Bill  in  due  course  came  before  the 
Examiners,  and  they  reported  that 
the  Standing  Ortlers  were  compiled  with  ; 
and  I  understand  that  there  is  no  appeal 
against  the  decision  of  the  Examiners. 
The  only  way  to  get  nut  of  the  difficulty, 
it  appears  to  me,  is  to  refer  the  Bill  hack 
to  them.  1  do  not  believe  that  thia  would 
cause  any  delav,  because  thev  will  be  able 


to  refjort  in  a  few  days,  and  the  Bill  has  not 
^cond  '  ^^^  ^^^^^  pfit  down  for  a  second  reiwling 
reading.  Mv  contention  is  that'  the  '  \  ^^""  V,"'''^-  ^  }^^  ''''\  "^  ^^  ^^^^-^^^ 
Standing  Orders  of  the  House  have  not  'J?'^  '!"*''"^^'^  ^usplclon  of  blame  to  the 
been  complied  with  in  this  case.  Hon.  ^""^"^'^^^'^  I^  ^  ^^^  ^^^'  *^"e  of 
Members  know  that  the  Standing  Orders 
provide  in  the  case  of  Private  Bills  that 
notice  should  be  given  in  October  or 
November  setting  forth  the  objects  of  the 
Bill  to  be  brought  in,  with  a  short  ex- 
planation at  the  head  of  the  notice  de- 
scribing the  main  objects  of  the  Bill.  I 
do  not  want  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the 
Bill,  but  1  may  say  that 
the  Bill  are   to   sell  the  prei 


them    I    would  have  committed   exactly 
the  same  mistake.      Nor  do   I  want   to 
ascrilm  any  blame  to  the  }*arliamontary 
agents  of  the  promoters  of  the  Bill,  who 
are  a  lirm  of  very  high  standing.     But  I 
cannot   free   m}'self    from    suspicion    of 
doubt  as  to  the  action  of  the  promoters. 
A  friend  of  mind  told  me  that  in  January 
the  objects  of    l^  ^'^''^  runjours  that  a  change  of  policy 
present    parisii  !  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^   ^^'t.  on  im^uinng,  be  was 
church  called  All  Saints,  and   to  devote  >  ^'^'"''^^^  ^^^\^^'  ""^"^  ""[  ^^V"'  J"*"^ 
tbe  funds  partly  to  the  building  of  a  new  \  ^'^,^,^^  ^^  ,"^^\^*^  ^^'''  P^''^®.^  *^^"^*^-     }  ^f^ 
church  and   partly  towards   the  present  '  t^;*'^''^^^'^^\^:  ^!^^*\^^^  "f^^^^  ^^ 


church  of  Dewi  Sant,  and  to  substitute  as 
parish  church  for  the  church  about  to  bo 
sold  the  church  abotit  to  be  built.  In 
the  notices  {lublished  in  the  Gtrjtt*'  and 
in  the  local  newspapers  in  November  last, 
it  was  stated  at  the  head  that  it  was  pro- 
posed  that   the   church  called   the   New 

Church  of   Dewi  San t,  the  Welsh  Church     

of  the  pariah  of  All  Saints'   should    be  i  Wn  coin  plied  with,"— (Afr. />,  J,  TAo^miij.) 


BUI  were  distinctly  misleading,  and  have* 
in  fact,  misled  the  people  of  Canlifl*. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  it  he  an  Instniction  to  the  Ex* 
aminern  «f  P*-4itions  for  Private  Bills,  to  whum 
the  Hill  is  referred,  that  they  do  inquire  and 
report  aa  to  whetlier  Standinj^  <.»rtler  No,  3 
(notires   hy   udvertiKcnient)    hais   or   liaji    not 
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*Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHEH  (Cumbeiland. 
Pennth) :  The  view  taken  hy  tho  bou. 
Member  for  Mcrtbyr  Tydvil  in  this  ease 
has  my  warmest  sympathy,  although  1 
am  afraid  1  cannot  reconmiend  iho  House 
to  accept  the  motion  which  he  has  just 
raadd.  The  case,  in  a  few  words,  is  simply 
this  :  that  under  the  notices  which  were 
given  of  this  Bill  it  was  jiroposed,  amongst 
other  things,  to  **  constitute  tlie  new 
chtirch  dedicated  to  Dewi  8a nt,  situate  in 
Howard  Gardens,  in  the  said  parish  of 
All  Saints',  the  Parish  Church  of  the 
Parish  and  District  Chapelry  of  All 
Saints'  in  substitution  for  the  existing 
Church  of  All  Saints,  and  to  make  all 
such  provisions  and  confer  all  such 
powers  as  may  be  necessary  for  accom- 
plishing that  object."  In  the  short  title 
of  the  notice  which  wiis  ^^iven,  this 
phrase  occurs  :  *' Consiitution  of  the  New 
Church  of  Dewi  Saiit  as  Parish  Church." 
1  think  that  that  is  a  wholly  misleading 
notice,  and  I  can  quite  understand  that 
th©  inhabitants  of  Card  ill ,  seeing  that 
notice  of  the  Bilb  thought  that  the 
Welsh  church  of  Dewi  Sant  was  to  be 
constituted  the  parish  church  ;  that  that 
fell  in  with  their  views,  and  that  they, 
therefore,  would  not  take  further  objec- 
tion. They  did  not  do  what  [>erhaps 
they  ought  to  have  done— send  for  a 
copy  of  the  Bill,  or  »it  any  rate  inspect 
the'Billat  the  Private  Bill  Otiice  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  It  is  only  recently 
that  they  have  discovered  the  omission 
in  the  Bill  itself  of  provisions  to 
carry  out  what  was  in  the  notice. 
It  seems  to  mo,  as  I  have  ^aid, 
that  the  notice  was  very  misleading,  and 
that  the  public  were  led  to  expect  that 
certain  things  would  appear  in  the  Bill, 
But  when  the  Bill  came  to  this  House  not 
only  does  this  provision  not  occur,  but 
the  very  opposite  occurs -that  the  new 
church  to  be  built  is  to  be  the  parish 
church  of  the  parish  of  All  Saints'.  So 
much  on  the  merits  of  the  case.  Then 
comes  the  question  of  procedure.  Now, 
although  I  have  not  a  very  strong  feeling 
on  the  matter,  I  thmk  it  would  not  be  a 
very  wise  thing  to  send  the  Bill  hack  to 
the  Examiners.  It  must  be  a  matter  of 
common  knowledge  that  very  often  the 
notices  go  considerably  beyond  what  is 
afterwards  contained  in  the  Bill.  You 
cannot,  under  certain  circumstances, 
expect  that  the  Bill  shall  contain  every- 
thing that  is  in  the  notice.  There  are 
numerous  cases  in  which  notices  drawn 


in  November  must  contain  proposals 
which,  by  the  time  the  Bill  reaches  this 
House,  it  is  obvious  cannot  be  carried 
out.  And,  therefore,  we  cannot  say  that 
because  a  Hill  dues  not  carry  out  e%'cry 
particular  in  the  notice  there  has  been  a 
non-compliance  with  the  Standing  Oniers, 
If  the  Bill  went  back  to  the  Exanunerg 
they  woid^I  only  repijrt  that,  though  in 
cortitin  respects  it  did  not  carry  out  all 
that  was  in  the  notice,  there  has  not  been 
non-com pliai ICO  with  the  Standing  Orders. 
To  send  it  back,  moreo^  er,  wotila  cause  a 
great  deal  of  delay  and  a  very  consider- 
able amount  of  expense.  Exception  to 
the  notices  should  also  have  been  taken 
at  an  earlier  stage,  in  the  rjther  House. 
For  these  reasons  I  do  not  ask  the 
House  to  take  that  step  on  a  ques- 
tion of  procedure.  When  the  Bill  comes 
before  the  House  there  will  be  an  oppor- 
tunity to  excise  or  amend  the  clause  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  objects,  and  to 
insert  the  proposal  that  the  church  of  Dewi 
Sant  shall  be  the  parish  chuich.  To  that 
no  technical  objection  can  be  taken.  The 
hon.  iM embers  f*ase  will  not  1)0  prejudiced 
by  waiting  till  that  time,  and  therefore  I 
should  suggest  that  the  House  should  not 
pass  the  motion  standing  in  the  hon. 
Member's  name,  but  reserve  to  itself  the 
right  to  amend  the  Bill  in  Committee. 

Mil  D.  BliYNMOR  JONES  (Swansea 
LHstrict) :  I  do  not  think  that  the  case  is 
quite  met  by  the  course  suggested  by  the 
Chairman  of  Committees.  If  we  get  the 
Bill  sent  back  to  the  Examiners  they 
will  have  to  report  that  the  Standing 
Orders  have  not  been  complied  with. 
In  Sir  Erskine  May's,  "  Parliamentary 
Practice/'  it  is  said  that  "in  preparing  a 
Bill  for  deposit  the  promoters  should  be 
careful  that  no  provisions  are  inserted 
which  are  not  sutticieTitlv  alluded  to  in 
the  notices."  Our  complaint  is  that  in 
the  notices  there  was  no  sutficient  inrlica- 
tion  that  the  Bill  woukl  propose  that  the 
new  church  would  be  the  parish  church. 
It  was  quite  the  contrary.  The  notice 
was  that  the  existing  Welsh  church  of 
Dewi  Sant  should  l>e  the  parish  church. 
But  when  the  Bill  is  laid  on  the  Table  of 
the  House  it  turns  out  that  another 
church  is  to  bo  made  the  parish  church, 
the  new  church  of  All  Saints,  in  which 
the  English  services  are  to  be  carried  on. 
The  case  comes  back  to  the  general  pro- 
position I  have  read.  In  the  notice  in 
November  no   sufficient    indication  was 
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given  that  it  was  intended  to  make  the 
new  All  Saints'  Church  the  parish  church, 
and  therefore  we  ask  that  the  Bill  should 
be  sent  back  to  the  Examiners,  and  that 
they  should  report  whether  the  rule  has 
been  complied  with. 


Sir  E.  hill  (Bristol,  S.):  It  is 
not  my  intention  to  offer  any  remarks 
upon  the  technical  objection  as  to  the 
sufficiency  of  the  notice,  but  I  wish  to 
state  that  which  I  think  the  House  ought 
to  know,  and  which  probably  is  the  cause 
of  the  terms  of  the  original  notice  not 
being  in  exact  accordance  with  the  Bill. 
Thd  church  of  Dewi  Sant  is  a  church  built 
by  the  subscriptions  of  those  who  thought 
that  the  Welsh-speaking  population  of 
the  whole  of  Cardiff  should  possess  a 
church  in  which  their  own  language  was 
used.  The  Welsh-speaking  popula- 
tion of  All  Saints'  is  a  very  small 
and  diminishing  quantity.  Under  thes^ 
circumstances  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible to  carry  out  the  terms  of  the 
notice  without  destroying  what  the  hon. 
Member  opposite  has  rightly  described  as 
a  thorough  Welsh  church,  inasmuch  as,  as 
soon  as  it  becomes  the  parish  church,  the 
services  must  necessarily  be  held  in  the 
language  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
parishioners. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order.  I 
think  the  hon.  Member  is  going  into  a 
question  which  docs  not  arise  upon  the 
instniction. 


Mr.  MACLP:AN  (Cardiff):  I  quite, 
agree  with  the  view  expressed  by  the  ! 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  The  House  of  Loi-ds  has  passed 
this  Bill,  but  it  is  still  open  to  considera- 
tion by  this  House.  How,  therefore,  can 
the  public  suffer  any  loss  by  anything 
that  has  })een  overlooked  by  the  House  of 
Lords  ?  Hon.  Members  will  have  ample 
opportunity,  when  the  Bill  is  brought 
forwanl,  of  correcting  it. 

Mr.  I).  A.  THOMAS  :  After  what  has 
fallen  from  the  Chairnum  of  Ways  and 
Means  I  do  not  propose  to  press  my 
motion  to  a  division. 

Motion  by  leave  withdrawn. 

Mr,  I),  Brynmor  Jonts,  [ 


WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  WATER 
BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


WOKING  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

DUMBARTON  BURGH  BILL  [Lords]. 
As  amended,  considered ;   to  be    read 
the  third  time. 


SHEFFIELD  CORPORATION  MARKETS 
BILL. 

As  amended,  considered ;  Amendments 
made  ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 


RAILWAY  BILLS  (GROUP  8). 

Mr.  A.  DE  Tatton  Egerton  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Group  8  of  Railway 
Bills  ;  That,  for  the  convenience  of 
parties,  the  Committee  had  adjourned  till 
Monday  19th  June,  at  half  past  Eleven  of 
the  clock. 

Repoi-t  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

STANDING  ORDERS, 
Resolution   reported    from    the    Com- 
mittee— 

"  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Mersey  Docks  and 
Harbour  Board  (Pilotage)  Bill  [Lords],  the 
Standing  Orders  ought  to  be  dispensed  with  : 
—That  the  parties  Ije  permitted  to  proceed 
\s\t\\  their  B&l."  * 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

POLICE  AND   SANITARY  REGULA- 
TIONS  BILLS. 

Sir  Stafford  Northcote  reported 
from  the  Select  Committee  on  Police 
and  Sanitary  Regulations  Bills;  That 
the  parties  opposing  the  Warrington 
Corporation  Bill  had  stated  that  the 
evidence  of  Joseph  Parry,  civil  engineer, 
of  Liverpool,  and  John  James  Lackland, 
civil  engineer,  of  St.  Helens,  was  essential 
to  their  case  ;  and  it  haiing  been  proved 
that  their  attendance  could  not  be  pro- 
cured without  the  inter\'ention  of  the 
House,  he  had  l)een  instructed  to  move 
that  the  said  Joseph  Parr}'  and  John 
James  Lackland  do  attend  the  gaid  Com- 
mittee to-morrow,  at  Twelve  of  the  clock. 


I 

I 


nTKK 

Orflenjtl,  That  Joseph  PaiTy  and  John 
Jaines  Lacklaini  do  attoud  the  Select 
Coiriiiiittt**!  on  PoliiH'  antl  Sanitary  Rogii- 
laLtons  Bills  tivmoiTow^  at  Twelve  of  tin* 
clock. 

EDUCATION  DK!\AUT^[KNT  rROVI. 
SinN  Al,  (  nUWAi  VA  JNFlllMATlON 
(LI  V  KHPDOL)     BILL     [Lordn]. 

ICead  the  first  time  ;  Referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
and  to  l»e  pnnted.     [Bill  :12S.] 

LOWESTOFT    WATER   AND  ilAS    IJILL 
[Lords]. 

Read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills, 

NOKTIi  EASTERN     AND     HULL     AND 
ItAKNSLEV       llAILWAVS       (JtHNT  I 
DnCK)     HILL    ilAmU], 

Ivead  tin?  first  time  ;   and  I'eforred  U>  ' 
the   Examiners  of  Petitions    for  Private 
Bills. 


WnmK 


TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  8ERIES). 
Copies   presented,  —  of  Diplomatic  and 
Corii^ular   m^fKirts,   Annual    Series,    Nos. 
2282  to  2'2Sn  [Ly  ('ornmand] :  to  lie  npon 
the  Table, 


Papers    laid    ui>on 
Clerk  of  the  House  :- 


the   Table   by   the 


1.  Inqniry  into  Chanties  (County 
of  Camiarthen)*— Further  Return 
rcUitive  thereto  [ordei'ed  lUth 
February  189t*  ;  [Mr.  iJmtit 
Ltiwsttti} ;  to  be  printed.  [No, 
213.] 

2,  Charitalile  Endowments  (West 
Riding  of  the  County  of  York)^ 
Charitable  Endowmenta  (Brad- 
ford), Inijoirv  into  Chanties 
(Parish      of     Halifax,      ineluding 


NORTH  EASTERN    RAILWAY 
[  Lords], 


HILL 


Read  the  first  time  ;   and    referred  to  ' 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions    for    F*nvat^ 
BiJls. 


PETITIONS, 


m    LAW 


RELIEF    (DISFRANCHISE 

MENT). 

Two  Petitions  from   Cardiff,  for  altera- 
tion of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RBTUHNS,  REPORTS,  dc, 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  REPUBLIO. 

Copy  presented,— of  further  corre- 
apondence  relating  to  the  claim  of  the 
bouth  African  Republic  for  daraageft  on 
account  of  the  Jameson  Raid  [by  Com- 
raand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 
(ENDOWED  SCHOOLS  ACTS). 

Copy  presented, — of  Report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Charity  Commissioners 
tor  England  and  Wales^  under  the  En- 
dowed Schools  Acts,  1869  to  1889,  for 
the  year  1898  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table, 

VOL.  LXXn.    [Fourth  SfiRiEs,] 


County  Borr)ugh  of  Halifax), 
Inquiry  into  Chanties  (City 
of  Shettichl),  Eeeds  (Inquiry 
into  Chanties),  Hiuldersfield 
County  Borough  (Charities),— 
Further  Returns  relative  thereto 
[ordered  10th  August  1894,  13th 
Mav  1H90,  8th  Febmary  1897. 
8th  April  1897,  29th  July  1897; 
\^lr,  Francu  Stevetmm  and  ;1//\ 
ihnnf  Ijnmm]  ;  to  be  printed, 
[No.  214.] 

WORKMEN'S  TRAINS. 

Return  onlered,  ** showing  (!)  the 
number  of  Workmen's  Trains  runtiing 
on  all  Railways  in  Oreat  Britain;  (2)  the 
distance  run  and  the  fares  eharged  on 
each  particular  Train  ;  and  (3)  the  Re- 
turn to  be  prej^iared  as  that  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  dealing  with  London 
Railways  in  1897."— (:l/r.  n'oads.) 

EXPERIMENTS  ON   LIVING  ANIMALS. 

Address  for  ''Return  showing  the 
number  of  P^xperiments  performed  on 
Living  Animals  during  the  year  1898, 
under  Licences  granted  under  the  Act 
39  and  40  Vic.  c.  77,  distinguishing  Pain- 
less from  Painful  Experiments  (in  con- 
tinuation of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No  215, 
of  Session  1898)."— (J/n  Jesse  Collings.) 

ARMY    (LENCTH    0¥   SERVICE  AND 

Ac;ES  OF  MEN   IN  EACH  UNIT). 

AddresB  for  *' Return  with  respect  to 
all  Infantry  Regiments  to  which  one  or 
more  Battalions  have  been  added  ;  the 
Return  also  to  show  the  number  of  men 
of  the  First  Class  Army  Reserx  e  recalled 
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tOt  and  sernng  \\ith,  the  Colours  in  each 
Battalion  of  such  Kegiments  (in  continua- 
tion of  Keturo  [C.  8757])/— (Mr.  Arnold- 
Forsier,) 

ARMY  (LENGTH  OF  SERVICE  AND 
AGES  OF  MEN  IN  NEW  BATTERIES 
UF  ROYAL  ARTILLERY). 

Address  for  "*  Return  showing  the 
number  of  Men  serving  in  each  of  the 
newly  formed  Batteries  or  Companies  of 
the  Iloyal  Artillery,  with  the  Age  and 
Length  of  Ser\nce  of  the  Men,"— (il/r. 
Armld-Forsier.) 

EAST  INDIA   (MILITARY  BULLETj. 

Address  for  *'  Copy  of  Reports  on  the 
eftect  of  Military  Bullet  now  in  use  in 
India." — {Loni  On/rgf^  UamUfon.) 

MALTA  (POLITICAL  CONDITION), 
Address  for  **  Copy  of  a  Despatch 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  by  Sir  Arthur  Lyon  Fre- 
mantle,  late  Governor  of  Malta,  dated 
29th  December,  1898,  on  the  political 
condition  nf  Malta ;  and  of  all  recent 
Correspondence  relative  to  the  same."— 
(Mr.  M'lwi\) 


QUESTIONS. 


THE  MUSCAT  INCIDENT. 

'*Sm  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean)  :  I  heg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  the  discussion  of  local  details  in 
relation  to  the  Muscat  incident  has  suffi- 
ciently closed  to  allow  of  the  presentation 
of  the  Papers  to  P^trliament. 

*The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey^  Guildford) : 
I  am  afraid  the  discussion  of  local 
details  is  not  yet  closed^  and  we  cannot 
lay  Papers  at  present. 


EXEMPTION    OF     FOREIGN     CONSULS 
FROM  TAXATION. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :    I  lieg  to 

ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  what  arc  the  immunities 
and  privileges  {if  any)  in  regard  to  the 
exemption  from  personal  taxation  enjoyed 
by  the  Consuls  representing  foreign  couji- 
tiies  in  different  portions  of  the  Empire  ; 


II nd  are  the  same  immunities  and  privi- 
leges allowed  to  all  Consuls,  whether  paid 
by  salary  or  by  fees. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Consids  of  foreign 
states  enjoy  no  special  privileges  or 
inimunitiea,  as  a  matter  of  nght,  in 
the  Queen's  Dominions.  In  the  Urn'ted 
Kingdom  foreign  Consuls  are,  however, 
exempted  iri  practice,  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy,  from  payment  of  income  tax 
on  their  official  salaries,  but  not  from 
other  taxes. 

RUSSIA    AND    BRITISH    LOAN     CON- 
TRACTS IN  CHINA. 

Lord  CHARLES  BERESFORD(York): 

I  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  protest 
presented  on  24th  July  by  the  British 
Minister  at  Pekin  to  the  Tsung-li'Y'amen^ 
in  which  it  was  stated  that  England 
would  not   tolerate   any   interference   of 

i  another  Power  with  the  British  loan  con- 
tract entered  into  freely  by  the  Chinese 
Government,  especially  referred  to  the 
demand  made  by  Russia  at  Pekin,  on  lUh 
June,  1898,  and  19th  July,  1898,  that  the 
portion  of  the  line  to  be  built  should  not 
be  mortgaged  to  the  British  bondholders, 
and  that  no  foreign  control  shoidd  be 
permitted  even  in  case  of  default,  l>oth  of 
which  points  were  included  in  the  pre- 
liminary contract  between  the  Chineso 
Government  and  a  British  corporation  on 
7th  June,  1898  ;  and,  whether  the  Foreign 
Office  sulisequently  insisted  on  the  British 
corpoiatiun  withdrawing  from  the  agree- 
ment the  clauses  objected  Uy  by  Russia, 
despite  the  British  Ministers  statement 
that  England  would  tolerate  no  inter- 
ference in  the  matter. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  negotiations 
concerning  the  Northern  Railways  loans 
are  detailed  at  length  in  the  Blue-lxxik, 
ami  must  be  considered  in  connection 
with  the  negotiations  for  a  general  settle- 
ment proceeding  at  the  time.  The 
British  corporation  was  consulted,  and 
agreed  to  the  arrangements  made  upon 
\v1iich  their  capital  was  successfiUly 
raised. 


RUSSIAN  RAILWAY  CONCESSIONS  IN 
PERSLA. 

Mr,  MACLEAN  (Cardiff) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  when  the  agreement 
giving  Russia  priority  of  railway  conces- 
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sions  in  Persia  expires ;  and  what  steps 
Her  Majesty's  Government  propose 
taking,  at  the  expiration  of  this  agree- 
ment»  to  place  England  on  an  equal 
footing  with  Russia  as  regards  the  con* 
struction  of  railways  in  Persia. 

^Mr.  BRODRICK:  No  public  announce- 
ment ha«  been  made  aa  to  the  agreement 
in  question,  and  it  would  be  inexpedient 
lor  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  make 
a  declaration  as  to  their  intentions. 


BRITISH  INTERKSTS  IN  THE  PERSIAN 
GULF. 

Mr.  MACLEAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether,  in  view  of  the  concessions 
granted  to  German  capitalists  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  railway  through  Asia 
Minor  and  Mesopotamia  to  Bagdad,  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  notify  the 
Porte  that  English  iriteresta  in  the  tnule 
of  the  Persian  Gulf  make  it  necessary  for 
any  line  that  may  be  hereafter  constructed 
from  Bagdad  to  Bussora  and  the  Gulf  to 
be  entrusted  to  English  capitalists. 

♦Mr-  BRODRIGK  :  I  am  afraid  I  cannot 
make  any  statement  as  to  the  intentions 
of  Her  Majesty ^s  Government  in  this 
matter,  but  we  are  fuliy  alive  to  the 
necessity  of  maintaining  British  interests 
in  the  Persian  Gulf. 


RUSSIAN    TAXES    ON    ENGLISH    COM- 
MERCIAL TKAVELLEKS. 

♦Mr.  bill  (StafTordshire,  Leek) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  Russian 
Government  has  lately  imposed  a  tax  of  50 
roubles  on  English  commercial  travellers 
carrying  on  their  business  in  Russia  ;  and 
also  a  tax  of  500  roubles,  or  over  £50,  on 
the  firms  which  they  represent ;  and 
whether  Her  Majesty^s  Amlmssadorat  St 
PetarBburg  has  been  instructed  to  make 
representations  to  the  Russian  Government 
against  such  charges  as  calctilated  to  check 
the  development  of  trade  between  that 
country  and  England. 

*Mr.  BRODRIGK  :  The  reply  to  the 
two  questions  in  the  first  paragraph  is  in 
the  affirmative.  There  are,  however, 
Beveral  points  in  regard  to  which  the 
precise  manner  in  which  the  new^  law  will 
De  applied  is  open  to  doubt,  and  upon 
these  points  Her  Majesty's  Ambassador 
has  been  instructed  to  ask  for  expl; 
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I  tions,  before  it  can   be  decided  whether 
I  Her   Majesty^s    Government    would    be 
I  warranted  in  making  any  representations 
against  the  proposed  charges, 

TONGA. 

Mr.  hog  AN  (Tipperary,  Mid.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  w^hether  he  is  now  in  a 
position  to  make  his  promised  statement 
in  reference  to  the  recent  visit  of  H.M.S. 
*'  Taiiranga  "  to  Tonga,  the  interviews  of 
Captain    Stewart    with     King    George, 

j  and  the  further  responsibilities,  if  any, 
incurred  by  Her  Majesty*s  Government 

I  in  connection  with  this  native  kingdom, 

*Mr.    BRODRIGK:    This   agreement 

involves  no  liability  on  the  part  of  Her 

I  Miijesty's  Government,  and  it  is  therefore 

I  not  thought  desirable  to  pulilieh  it. 

I 

MANCH  IRIAN     RAILWAYS, 

I  Mr,  LAMBERT  {Devon,  South 
I  Molton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
1  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
if  the  ckuse  in  the  Anglo-Russian 
Agreement,  that  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment is  at  liberty  to  support  con- 
cessions for  a  railway  from  the  main 
Manchtirian  line  in  a  south-westerly 
direction,  implies  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment w^ill  offer  no  objection  to  the 
construction  of  a  railway  joining  Peking 
with  the  main  Manchurian  line. 

♦Mr.  BRODRIGK  :  The  clause  referred 
to  in  the  Anglo-Russian  Agreement  does 
not,  in  the  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  cover  the  r^uestion  of  rail- 
way  communication  with  Peking. 

THE  YANG-TSZE  VALLEY. 

Mr    LAMBERT :   I   beg  to  ask   the 

Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  if  any  consent  has  been  given  by 
China»  Rns^nia,  or  any  country  to  the  geo- 
graphical definition  of  the  Yang-taze  Valley 
as  being  the  provinces  bordering  the 
Yang-tsze  River  and  the  provinces  of 
Hunan  and  Chokiang  ;  and  whether  the 
Government  has  got  inserted  in  any  rail- 
way concessions  obtained  by  foreign 
Powers  in  China  a  ipro^iso  guaixiing 
British  goods  from  differential  treatment 
or  preferential  rates,  as  suggested  by  Lord 
Salisbury's  despatches  of  the  24th  Sep- 
niber  hist. 


Z  2 


Elt'fh'ir  Mm 
n\K.  KRODHICK  : 


{COMMON^ 

The  valley  or  Imsin 


i 


of  the  Yaug'lszc  has  beon  rlefined  us  statLnl 
in  th<*  qucatinri,  and  this  fletinitirui  was 
comiTmiiieaUMl  U>  th*.*  Kns^ian  (i^»vLirii 
ment,  hut  there  hius  hceri  no  occasion  to 
in\ite  the  assent  of  tht?  I^nvers  to  it.  Aa 
will  he  Ht*en  from  the  papera  jnBt  pre- 
Bented,  tho  Russian  (Tovernnitint  con- 
giflereti  the  question  of  i-ailway  rates  as 
too  technical  for  insertioo  in  a  preliminary 
agreement,  and  that  it  shoidd  l)e  settled  he- 
tween  the  two  Governments  when  the  time 
came  for  it^s  necessary  conisideration.  Her 
Majesty's  Grtjvernment  unll,  of  course,  use 
their  hest  efforts  to  prevent  British  goods 
lieing  suhjected  to  differential  treatnierit 
oil  Chinese  railways. 


BRlTrSH    OFFFCERS    AT    OMDURMAN, 

Mk.  C.  p.  SCOTT  (l^ineashire,  f.eigh) : 
I  l>eg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  AilVdrs  whether  he  can  state 
what  was  the  nnnilier  of  British  officers 
present  with  each  li^ittaliori  of  native 
troops  at  tho  Battle  of  Onidtn-nian  ;  and 
whether  CJire  will  he  (;ikf*ri  in  any  future 
openttions  in  the  Soudan  that  the  pro- 
portion of  British  officers  to  native  troopa 
shall  be  kept  to  the  full  standard. 

^Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  nuniher  of 
British  officers  in  Soiidaneae  liattaliona 
is  five,  in  Eg>'ptian  battalions  four.  It  is 
not  now  possible  to  say  what  number  of 
these  were  present  with  each  Ijattalion 
at  the  Battle  nf  Omdnrman,  hut  Imttal ions 
are  kept  complete  or  very  nearly  so  to 
the  above  establishments.  It  is,  of  course, 
not  possible  on  a  campaign  to  secJire  that 
all  officers  wil!  be  present  at  an  engage- 
ment. 


FUTURE    MILITAHV    UPERATrONS 
IN    Tf!E    SOUDAN, 

Mr,  C.  p.  SCOTT :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  further  miiitary  opera- 
tions on  a  considerable  scale  are  to  he 
undertaken  in  the  Soudan  in  the  autumn  ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  they  are  to  be  carried 
ont  entirely  l*y  means  of  native  tiTjops, 
or  whetlier  British  troops  will  also  bo 
employed. 

*Mr.  BRODKICK  :  It  is  impossible  for 
me  to  make  any  stat-ement  as  to  whether 
miliuiry  opemtions  may  he  necessary  in 
the  Soudan  next  autumn  or  not.  Nor 
has  any  question  ansen  as  to  the  nature 
of  troops  to  be  employed. 


hi  the  Sitrif, 

THE  PATRIOTir  FUNIK 

Mr,  SPICER  (Monmouth  Boroughs) :  1 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whetlier  he  is  aware  that  the 
Patriotic  Fund  Commissioners  have  de- 
clined to  re-admit  a  window  named  Framtes 
Lewis,  of  Newport  (Mon,),  who,  as  the 
wife  of  Patrick  Driscoll,  Ist  Battalion,  Isl 
Regiment  of  Foot,  was  two  years  in  the 
Crime^i,  and  underwent  many  of  the 
hardships  of  that  campaign  ;  and, 
whether  the  decision  w\\\  be  reconsidered^ 
seeing  that  she  is  now  aged,  again  a 
widow,  and  almost  absolutejfy  dependent 
on  the  ratepayers. 

*The     UNDER     SECRETARY     of 

STATE  FOR  WAR  (Mr,  G.  Wysdha^i, 
Dover^  :  Tho  case  of  Mrs.  Lewis  has  been 
carefully  considered  by  the  Patriotic  Fund 
Commissioners,  and  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  there  is  not  only  no  evidence  of  the 
death  of  her  second  husband,  Charles 
Wilmott,  but  that  the  certificate  of  her 
third  marriage  has  been  unmistakably 
tampered  with,  they  are  unable  to  re- 
admit her  to  the  list  of  recipients  of  the 
fund. 


F.LECTRIC  MOTtdtS  IN  THE  NAVV. 

Sir    FORTESCUE    FLANiNERV :    I 

beg  to  ask  the  First  Lortl  of  the 
Admiralty  whether  an  order  has  been 
issued,  or  is  in  contemplation,  with<lraw 
ing  from  the  engineering  branch  the  con- 
trol of  the  various  electrical  motors,  and 
placing  these  complicated  machines  in 
charge  of  lieutenants  ;  and  whether  it  is 
contemplated  that  the  necessary  duty  of 
overhauling  and  repairing  the  motors 
shall  be  performed  by  the  engineering 
branch. 

The    first   LORD    of    the     AD- 
MIRALTY  (Mr.    G,    J.    GoscHEK,  St. 

George's,  Hanover  Square) :  No  change 
in  the  present  Regulations  as  to  the 
charge  of  electric  motors  is  contemplated. 
In  1898  the  torpedo  officer,  or  where 
none  is  borne  the  guimery  officer,  was 
made  responsible  for  electric  motors. 
Before  that  time  electric  motors  ' 
not  specially  mentioned  in  the  Re^^ 
tions,  as  there  were  scaiTcly  any  in  tne 
Service,  but  in  the  few  cases  in  which 
they  were  fitted  it  was  the  practice  for 
tho  torpedo  officer  to  take  charge  of 
them.  The  motors  are  kept  in  repair  by 
the  torpedo  staff, 
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Silt  J.  FEPa.;U8S0N  (Maiichoater, 
N.E.) :  On  l>ehalf  of  the  hon.  Memfmr  for 
West  Belfast,  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  AdmifHlty  when,  and  in  what 
form,  it  will  he  convenient  to  him  to 
present  to  the  House  the  promised  state* 
ment  with  regard  to  the  peiiormance  of 
the  water-tube  boilers  on  boaixi  Her 
Majesty's  ships. 

Mn.  GOSCHEN  :  Every  effort  is  being 
made  to  complete  the  statement  as  soon 
as  possible,  but  in  view  of  the  large 
amount  uf  current  work  in  the  office  the 
prepfiration  necessarily  takes  some  time. 
It  is  not  practicable  to  explain  in  an 
answer  to  a  c[uestion  the  form  in  which 
the  information  will  he,  given,  but  I  ahiiM  be 
glad  to  show  it  to  the  hon.  Member.  It 
will  be,  generally  speaking,  a  continuation 
of  the  Return  No.  234  of  1895. 


LIFE    A^;SUUANCK    IN    THE     UNfTED 
KiNGDOM. 

Mil.  BOULNOIS  (xMarylebone,  PI): 
1  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  the  Board  is  obtaining 
Returns  under  the  .']rd,  4th,  5th,  and  6th 
schedules  of  the  Life  Assurance  Com- 
panies Act,  1870,  from  those  members  of 
Lloyd's  and  others  who  have  issued 
policies  of  insurance  upon  human  life 
within  the  United  Kingdom :  and 
whether  such  persons  who  have  begun 
such  business  since  the  passing  of  the 
Act  have  been  required  to  make  the 
deposit  of  X20,(X)0  specified  in  the  3rd 
section  thereof. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
Ot^  TRADE  (Mr.  Kitchie,  Croydon): 
I  can  only  give  the  hon,  Member  the 
same  aTiswer  as  I  gave  to  the  similar 
question  asked  by  him  on  the  I'ith  July, 
1897.  The  Boai^l  of  Trade  have  no  in- 
formation that  any  member  of  Lloyd*s 
or  other  individual  has  issued  or  incurred 
any  liability  under  such  policies  except 
at  a  member  of  a  life  assurance  oflice. 


Mn.   BOULNOIS :  May  I  In?  allowed 

hand  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  copies 

'  such  policies  which  I  hold  in  my  band ! 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  Yes,  I  shall  be  glad  if 
the  hon.  Gentleman  will  give  me  any 
information  he  can. 


BLACK  11  HAD   LKiHTHOUSE. 

Captatn  DOXELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  On 
behalf  of  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Dowrij  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  with  reference  to  the 
erection  of  the  new  lighthouse  at  Black- 
head, county  Antrim,  whether  he  is  awai-c 
of  the  danger  io\'oIved  in  delaying  to 
secure  from  the  tenants  and  occupiers 
possession  of  the  lanrls  upon  which  it  is 
proposed  to  construct  the  lighthouse 
there  ;  whether,  considering  the  increas- 
ing value  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  White- 
head, which  is  adjacent  to  the  plact?,  a 
fair  and  liberal  otFer  will  be  made  to  the 
tenants  for  their  interest  in  the  holdings 
required ;  and  if  he  c^ui  say  ul>out  wh^t 
date  the  work  is  likely  to  be  commenced. 

Mil  RlTCHlt::  As  stated  bv  mo  on 
2nd  June,  in  reply  tu  the  huii,  Mendier 
for  Gateshead,  u  site  has  l)een  olitained 
for  the  new  lightfioiii^e  on  the  Blackhead. 
I  am  informed  by  the  Comun'ssioners  of 
Irish  Eights  thai  the  site  can  lie  entered 
upon  at  once.  Thtj  Board  of  Tra<le  have 
no  power  to  niake  any  snggcstiun  as  re- 
gards the  amount  tu  Ikj  pairl  to  the 
tenants,  which,  in  case  of  disiii^reenientj 
will  be  determined  by  arbitnitioh  in 
manner  pruvidetl  by  statute.  I  uniler- 
stand  that  tenders  for  the  buildings  will 
1h^  itnHtcsd  very  Hhuitly,  l»nt  I  have  no 
information  as  to  tlie  date  upjn  which  the 
work  is  likely  to  be  actually  commenced. 


HIUNALMEN     nN     THE    NOKTH. 
EASTEUN  UAIIAVAY. 

Mu,       FOKTESCUE       FLANNEKY 

(YorkB,  Shipley)  :  I  beg  to  aak  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  if  he 
will  atate  tu  the  Houkc  bow  inarjy  signal 
l-Kjxcs  on  the  North-KiHiein  liailway  exist 
in  which  si^nabiicn  arc  on  duty  ll*  hours 
conaccutivcly  without  any  relief :  nrul 
whether  the  Board  of  Tiade  is  taking 
steps,  in  the  interest  of  the  safety  of  the 
travelling  public,  lo  discourage  such  long 
hours  of  continuous  lalxmr  jn  positionff 
where  con cctitra tint  allcntioii  tci  duty  h 
essential  for  the  safetv  of  passengers. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  The  Board  have  not 
the  information  asked  for  in  the  fijst 
paragraph  of  the  question.  In  cases 
under  the  Regulation  of  Railways  Act^ 
1893,  the  Board  discourage  continnoue 
twclve-honr  shifts  in  signal  boxes.  The 
amount  of  work  to  bo  done  by  signalmen 


I 


{COMMONS} 


636 


vanes 
every 

merits. 


largely,   and   the   case  ol 
box   must   be   considered 


nearly 
on   its 


Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  ^ 
Will  th©  right,  hon,  Cientleman  take  any 
step  to  obtain  the  information  referred 
to  m  the  first  paragraph  ? 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  We  have  no  power  to 
compel  the  com fiiiny  to  give  the  inlor- 
matjon,  but  if  the  hon.  Member  wiishes  it 
I  will  see  what  can  be  done. 


I  All  that  are  of  general  interest  are  on 
sale,  a!id  may  be  obtained  at  small  cost, 
and  it  has  never  therefore  been  considered 

I  necessary  to  have  them  printed  and  dis- 
tributed aa  Parliamentary  papers.  In 
any  case  the  request  could  not  be  com- 

I  plied  with  before  Friday  of  next  week. 

BRITI8H  CUbUMBLV   AND   THE 

!  JAPANESE. 

Mr,  HOGAN  (Tipperary,  Mid,) :  1  lieg 
to  ask  the  >Secn^tary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies?  whether  retent  enactments  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  Frovioce  of  British 
Colimiina  in  refereuLe  to  the  immigration 
(if  Jai>ane«e  have  been  disallowed  at  the 
instance  of  Her  Majes^ty's  Govemnvent ; 
and,  if  so,  upon  what  grounds. 

I  The  SEC:RETARY  of  STATE  ran 
THE  COLONIES  (Mh,  J,  Chamberlain, 
Birminghfim,  W. ) :  Certain  laws  enacted 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia  imposing  disfpialifica- 
tious  oTi  Japanese  have  In^eu  disallowed 
by  the   Government   of    Can  ail  a   at   the 

!  instance  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  on 
the  ground  that  they  were  offensive  to  a 


NEWBIGGIN-BY-THE'SEA     FISHEKIKS, 

Mr.  FENWICK  (Noithumbeiland, 
Wanslteck) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Tragic  whetlier  hia  attention 
has  l>een  drawn  to  th«3  fact  that  property 
of  the  value  of  £110^  l»eK»nging  to  the 
fisheirncri  of  Newbiggin-by-the-Sea,  in  the 
county  of  Northumiierlaud,  was  destroyed 
last  week  by  trawlers  «*pe rating  within 
the  recognised  limit ;  and  whether,  seeing 
that  thet^e  offences  occur  with  great 
frequeiu*y,  he  is  prepared  to  take  any 
further  steeps  to  prevent  the  inshore  fish- 
ing industry  on  the  north-east  coast  l>eing  friendly  Power, 
wdfully  destroyed  by  the  illegal  opera- 
tions of  these  trawlers.  SOUTH     AFRICAN 

Mu.  RITCHIE :  I  have  received  no 
information  as  to  the  alleged  destruction 
of  fishing  gear  at  Newbiggin,  but  the 
matter  was  referred  to  at  the  annual 
Fishery  Conference  on  the  6tli  instant. 
Trawling  within  this  district  is  pro- 
hibited by  bye-law  made  by  the  North- 
umberland Sea  Fisheries  Committee,  and 
it  is  for  that  body  to  take  such  steps  as 
may  bo  necessary  to  enforce  their  own 
bye-law. 


SCOTTISH   EDUrATlON  DEPARTMENT 
CIKCULAKS, 

Mr.  CROMBIE  (Kincardineshire) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate,  whether 
he  will  furnish  Members  desiring  it  with 
copies  of  the  circulars  of  the  Education 
Department  which  have  been  issued  since 
the  publication  of  last  year's  report,  so 
that  they  may  be  in  their  hands  before 
the  discussion  of  Scotch  Estimates. 

*THE  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Graham  MirRRAV,  Buteshii-e)  :  The 
circulars  issued  by  the  Department  in 
the  course  of  a  year  are  numerous,  and 
aeveral  of  them  have  reference  only  to 
unimportant  details  of  routine  business. 


HEPUIJLIC— THE 
BLOEMFONTErN  CONFERENCE. 

Mr.  DRAGE  (Derby):  I  lieg  to  a&k 
the  Secretary  of  State  iFor  the  Colonies 
whether  he  is  in  a  position  to  make  any 
statement  to  the  House  wth  regard  to 
the  Conference  at  Bloemfontein. 

The  following  questions  on  the  same 
subject  also  appeared  on  the  paper  : — 

Mr.  DHJ.ON  :  To  ask  the  Secret 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  when  he  en 
to  be  able  to  lay  upon  the  table  papers  In" 
reference  to  recent  negotiations  with  tha 
Government  of  the  Transva&l. 

Mr.  DILLON :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  is  in 
a  position  to  make  a  statement  as  to  the 
result  of  the  Conference  l>etween  Presi- 
dent Kruger  and  Sir  A.  Milner. 

Mr.  PHILIP  STANHOPE  (BurnleyJ^ 
To  ask   the  Secretary  of   State  for 
Colonics  when  he  will  make  a  full  sti 
ment   as  to  the  causes  of  the  failure  oP 
the  Conference  between  President  Kruger 
and  Sir  Alfre^^    ^*^'ner  ;   and  whether  he 
will  undertak*     -  •«ding  the  presen- 
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tatioii  to  Parliament  of  the  official  reports 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Coiiforeiice, 
Her  Majesty's  Government  will  proceed 
with  no  action  tending  to  the  possible 
rupture  of  diplomjitic  relations  between 
this  country  and  the  Government  of  the 
Tranavaal. 

Mr,  G.  p.  SCOTT  :  To  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  will 
cause  to  be  printed  anrl  at  once  circulated 
to  Members  copiea  of  the  Outlanders* 
petition  received  some  weeks  since  from 
the  Trans vaal»  and  also  of  the  counter- 
petition. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  It  is  un- 
fortunately true  that  tlie  Conference  has 
broken  up  without  any  result,  and  a  new 
situation  has  thus  been  created.  Presi- 
dent Kru^er  has  rejected  the  proposals 
for  a  settlement  ofTered  by  Sir  Alfred 
Milner,  and  the  alternative  suggested  by 
him  was  considered  by  Sir  Alfred  Milner, 
and  is  now  considered  by  Her  Majesty's 
Uovernment,  as  entirely  inadequate.  I 
have  not  yet  received  the  Memorandum 
which  Sir  Alfred  Milner  informs  ua  he 
has  communicated  to  the  Press  on  the 
subject  of  the  Conference.  He  under- 
stood that  this  memorandum  would  be 
telegraphed  by  Ueuter  verbatim  to  this 
country,  but  owing  to  some  unexplained 
cause  it  has  not  yet  arrived.  I  am  there- 
fore unable  to  say  w^hether  the  state- 
ment of  the  Government  of  the  South 
African  Kepuhlic  which  has  been  pub- 
lished in  the  meantime  agrees  in  all 
respects  with  Sir  Alfred  Milner's  ac- 
count. I  understand  that  the  discussion 
turned  mainly  on  the  question  of  the 
franchise.  Sir  Alfred  Milner  was  of 
opiinon  that  the  exclusion  of  the  U it- 
landers  from  representation  was  the  root 
of  the  difficulties  which  have  arisen,  and 
that  it  was  desirable,  if  possible,  to  come 
to  an  arrangement  on  this  point  before 
dealing  with  other  questions  in  dispute 
between  the  two  Governments,  Sir  Alfred 
Milner  asked  that  the  franchise 
should  be  ^ven  to  all  naturalised  aliens 
who  have  resided  five  years  m  the 
country,  with  retroactive  effect,  and  a 
fair  amount  of  representation  be  con- 
ceded to  the  new  population.  President 
Kru^er's  proposal  was  substantially  as 
follows :  First,  that  aliens  who  were 
rosident  in  the  country  before  1890 
might  naturalise  and  have  the  full  fran- 
chise   in    two    years'    time  ;    secondly. 


that  the  bulk  of  the  Uitlanders  might  be 
naturalised  in  two  years'  time,  and  might 
receive  the  franchise  five  years  later — 
that  is  to  say,  in  seven  years  (tdm  the 
present  time.  Between  the  period  of 
naturalisation  and  that  of  receiving 
the  franchise  they  would  have  U>  aban- 
don their  present  nationality,  and  would 
have  no  rights  of  nationality  in  the 
Transvaal.  The  President  also  attached 
to  his  offer  certain  conditions  as  to 
a  pecuniary  qualification,  and  the 
proof  of  possession  of  civil  rights  in 
the  country  from  w^hich  the  alien  had 
come.  It  is  not  clear  whether  the 
further  condition,  that  a  majority  of 
two- thirds  of  the  burghers  would  be 
required  to  confirm  the  possession  of  the 
franchise,  would  be  insisted  upon.  The 
President  agreed  that  three  members 
might  be  added  to  the  representation  of 
the  mining  districts,  thus  giving  to  them 
ftvc  members  out  of  a  total  of  thirty- 
one.  According  to  these  proposals  no 
change  whatever  would  take  place  for 
two  years,  and  then  only  in  the  ease  of  a 
small  minority  of  the  Uitlanders  who 
had  reside<l  eleven  years  in  the  Transvaal. 
The  whole  of  these  proposals  were  made 
subject  to  an  agreement  by  this  country  to 
refer  all  difterences  with  the  Transvaal 
to  the  arbitration  of  a  foreign  Power. 
Sir  Alfred  considered  these  proposals  as 
altogether  inadequate,  and  further  in- 
formed the  President  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  would  not  consent  to  the 
intervention  of  any  foreign  Power  in  dis- 
putes between  themselves  and  the 
Government  of  the  South  African  Re- 
public. The  President  also  asked  for 
the  incorporation  of  Swaziland,  but  does 
not  appear  to  have  pressed  this  claim. 
He  also  demanded  that  the  question  of 
an  indemnity  for  the  Jameson  raid 
should  he  settled ;  and  was  informed  by 
Sir  Alfred  Milner  that  the  British 
South  Africa  Company  had  agreed,  in  a 
despatch  which  was  then  on  its  way, 
that,  while  protesting  against  the  amount 
of  the  claim  sent  m  as  altogether  un- 
reasonable, they  would  nevertheless 
consent  to  submit  to  arbitration  the 
amount  of  damages  for  any  material 
injury  suftered  by  the  Transvaal  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Jameson  raid.  The 
question  of  the  dynamite  monopoly  was 
touched  upon,  but,  in  view  of  the  failure 
to  come  to  an  agreement  with  regard  to 
the  franchise,  it  was  reserved  for  further 
discussion  between  the  two  Governments, 
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1  have  to  add  that  the  despatch  m  auswer 
to  the  petition  uf  the  Uitlanders  to  the 
yue^n,  which  was  sent  U)  the  High  Com- 
Ttiiasioner  before  the  invitation  to  the 
Gmference  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Orango  Free  State,  and  which 
had  been  held  hack  peiiditjg  the  result  of 
the  Conference,  will  now  be  communi- 
cated to  the  (Government  of  the  South 
African  KepubJic,  and  a«  soon  avS  they 
have  received  it  will  be  laid  on  the  Tabic 
with  other  papers,  ir.cludin^c  the  petition 
of  the  Uitlanders  to  the  t/iieen,  and  the 
coiint^r-petition  of  rither  Uitlanders  to 
the  Governmeiit  of  the  South  African 
Republic, 

Mr.  MACLEAN  :  May  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  (rent  if  "man  if  he  will  include 
in  those  I*ap«rs5  the  instructions  he  gave 
U)  Sir  Alfred  MihuT  for  his  guidance 
at  the  Conference  1 

Ma.  J.  CHAMBEKLAIX:  No,  Sir  ; 
that  will  not  e«mie  Iwu*  the  present  Bhie- 
book.  A  suhHcquent  Blue-book  will  have 
to  \m  published  as  soon  us  we  ^et  the  full 
refjoi't  uf  the  CfHtfcience,  afid  that  will 
contain  all  the  instrnctions  I  gave. 


Ml(,  IHIJ4ON  :  I  wish  to  fM>int  out  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  lias  not  fully 
answered  ray  question  as  to  when  he 
exjMSCts  to  lay  on  the  Table  the  Papers 
relating  to  the  TransvaaL  I  understood 
tlie  right  hoii.  (ientloman  to  say  that  he 
will  lay  itrimediut^ly  thf*  dosf^atches  and 
reply  10  tlie  Uitlanders'  petition,  and  that 
further  Pjt|>erj?  will  be  laid  at  a  later  date. 
1  venture  to  urge  on  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  view  that  a  situation  has 
now  arisen  when  the  Government  ought 
to  lay  before  the  llousf  all  the  Papers 
relating  to  the  uegotiatidns  which  they 
projjORe  at  any  time  to  communicate  to 
the  House, 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  Govern- 
ment cannot  lay  Papers  on  the  Table  until 
they  get  thenj.  I  eaimot  possibly  receive 
the  full  despatches  containing  what  has 
taken  place  at  the  Conference  for  about 
three  weeks.  As  soon  as  I  get  them  I 
pioposc  to  lay  thom  on  the  Table. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBKEL-BANNEKMANN 

(Stirling  fJurghs) :  I  presume  the  Colo- 
nial Oflice  \'utc  will  riul  be  taken  before 
thoHe  Papers  aro  received  ? 


Thk  first  lord  uf  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr,  A.  J.  Balfoi  R,  Manchester, 
K):  No,   Sir;   I   think   that   would    be 

expedient. 

bathim:  fatality  at  aldekshut. 

Mr,     .IEFFKEYS     (Ha  its,     N,) :     I 

I  beg  to  ^isk  the  Under  Secretary  of  Stat« 
I  for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that  Private 
D.  Jackson,  of  the  '2nd  Black  Watch,  wjw 
drowned  whilst  bathing  in  the  canal  at 
Aldershot  on  28th  May,  a-id  that  there 
i  were  no  appliances  for  saving  life  in  the 
vicinity ;  and  whether  proper  bathing 
places  will  be  established  for  the  use  of 
the  soldiers  at  Aldershot, 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  regret  to  say 
that  a  soldier  of  the  Royal  Highhinders 
was  droU'Ued  in  the  canal,  not  withstand- 
ing the  praiseworthy  eflbrts  of  a  conu^ade 
to  sa\'e  him.  Thu  man  was  >»athing  con- 
trary to  orders,  as  the  bathing  season  had 
not  uonmienced.  Wlnju  bathing  is  j>er- 
mittud,  certain  hours  are  specified  and 
I  picqiiets  with  the  necessary  apjmratns  for 
I  saving  life  uru  detailed  at  three  bathing 
places.  I  may  add  that  money  is  taken 
iii  this  year's  Estimates  for  the  provision 
of  a  swinnuing  buth  at  AldershoL 

Mii.  JEFFkKYS:  May  I  ask  whether 

last  week  the  weather  was  not  hot  enough 
for  bathing  at  Aldershot  1 

*MiL  WYKDHAM  :  This  private  wai? 
tkowne<l>  I  am  sorry  to  say,  on  Sunday, 
the  2Hth  May. 


MILITARY  PRrSONS. 

Dr,  FAKQUHARSON  (Aberdeenshire, 
W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Undersecretary 
of  State  for  War  when  the  Annual  Kepoit 
of  the  Inspector-General  of  Military 
Prisons  w  ill  be  presented  to  the  House,  * 

♦Mr,  A\TNDHAM  :  I  hope  to  present 
this  Eeport  before  the  end  of  the  month. 


THE  METROPOLITAN  POLICE, 

Captain  NORTON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  he  can  state  if  any  diffi- 
culty in  experienced  at  the  present  time 
in  (*l»f*iIr.STiy ,      luhMpiate  supply   of  snit- 

I  abh  i  ranks  of  the   Meiro- 

poh  by  what  nundicr  thai 

I  fun  bliahed  stitjngtiL 


Ijetjal  Education 


FOR 


I  *TifK  SECRETARY  or  STATE 
■  THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sin 
^  White  Ridley,  Lanes.,  Blackpool)  :  Tbe 
answer  to  the  first  paragraph  is  in  the 
negative.  It  iu  necessary,  in  order  to 
provide  a  margin  for  temporary  augmen- 
tations! to  keep  the  force  below  its 
authorised  strength,  and  it  is  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  285  short ;  but  this  includes 
a   recently   authoriaed   augmentation   of 
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colleges  teikching  up  U)  the  full  course  of 
the  bnivcrsity  law  degree  ;  and  whether 
he  will  state  upon  what  grounds  the 
Bciml>ay  Uovernment  have  now  decided 
tu  piirsuu  a  different  J»>licy,  and  coru^ider 
it  not  advisable  that  the  control  of  higher 
legal  education  in  Bonilmy  should  l>e 
M  holly  or  partially  in  private  hands. 

Lord   GEORGE   HAMILTON:    The 
facts  are  as  j^tated   in  the  hrst  jxiragmph 
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100  men  for  whom  recruiting  has  not  yet  j  of  the  question.     The  grounds  on  which 

commenced.     The  actual  deficit  therefore 

is  185,  which  is  below  the  average  of  the 

past  seven  yeai-s.     These  figures  take  no 

account  of  the  75  men  now  being  trained 

in  the  preparatory  class. 

ALLAHABAD      HUiH       COLTRT--LADY 
BAltKlS'l'KUS. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W,) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  bis  attention  has 
been  drawn  to  the  unsuccessful  applica- 
tion of  ^liss  Sorabji  for  permission  to 
plead  before  the  Allahabad  High  Court ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  lady 
referred  to  has  taken  law  honours  at 
Oxford  and  has  passed  the  LL.B  exami- 
nation of  the  liombay  University,  and 
has  complied  with  all  the  necessary 
regulations;  and  whether  he  will  stat« 
the  grounds  upon  which  she  is  prevented 
from  practising  before  the  High  Courts 
of  India, 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  Gb:o.  Hamilton,  Middle- 
sex, Ending) :  I  am  aware  that  Miss 
Sorabji  applied  to  the  High  Court  for 
permission  to  practise  as  a  pleader,  and 


the  Bombiiy  Government  decided  that 
the  control  of  higher  legal  education 
should  not  in  BomUiy  l>e  alio  wet  I  to  pass 
to  firivat€  institutions  are  thus  stated  in 
a  letter  from  that  Government  of  the 
1st  September,  1898  :^ 

"  In  the  opmion  of  thU  Government  it  i» 
inatlvisalib  to  alloAv  the  control  of  liigher  legal 
edncatioti  to  pa.'^s  to  private  in^^titiitions,  Tor 
tbe  o^iiiiiiiiHtnition  of  the  lavv  is  niiilotibtedly 
a  piirt  of  the  (^t^nt^ral  administration  of  the 
country,  and  in  npite  of  the  fiimliimental  tlis- 
sociatiun  of  law  from  polities  there  is  a 
difitinft  danger  of  the  [*ervt5T>iioii  of  legal  in- 
struction to  i>oliticnl  iiHeH.' 


SfR  WILLIAM  WEDDERBURN :    I 

beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  for  the  last  few  years  the 
Bombay  (iovernment  have  contributed 
nothing  to  the  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment Law  School,  but  on  the  contrary 
have  made  a  yearly  profit  of  about 
lis.8,000  from  the  fees  paid  by  the 
students^  and  have  now  resolved  to  raise 
these  fees;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Bombay  Government  refused  to  sanction 
the  affiliation  of  the  proposed  private 
College  of  Law  on  the  ground  that  they 


ihat  the  Coui%  which   has  an   absolute    desired  to  improve  the Gavemment  School 


discretion  in  the  matter  under  Letters 
Patent,  refused  its  assent  to  her  applica- 
tion. I  do  not  know  what  honours  Miss 
Sorabji  may  have  taken  at  Oxford  or  else- 
where, nor  do  I  know  the  grounds  of  the 
Court's  refusal ;  but  1  think  it  probable 
that  in  was  on  account  of  her  sex,  which 
would  equally  have  debarred  her  from 
practising  in  any  court  of  law  in  this 
country. 

LEGAL  EDUCATION  IN  INDIA 

Sm  WILLIAM  WEDDEliliUKN 
(Rinflshire) ;  I  l*eg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  control  of  legal  education  in 
Calcutta  is  wholly  in  private  hanrb,  the 
Government  Presidency  College  having 
no  kw  tlopartmeru,   and   tlic  four  private 


by  means  of  these  enhanced  fees,  and  were 
therefore  unwilling  that  students  should 
be  diverted  to  another  institution ;  and 
whether  this  pre\^ention  of  tbe  establish' 
ment  of  a  private  College  of  Law  has  been 
sanctioned  by  the  Government. 

♦Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  It  is 
a  fact  that  the  fees  received  at  the 
Govemment  Law  School  at  Bombay  have 
diuing  recent  years  exceeded  the  expen- 
diture, but  I  doubt  whether  the  average 
excess  has  )>een  so  much  as  Rs.8,000  ;  in 
1896-97  it  was  only  Rs.3,190.  It  is  also 
true  that  the  Bombay  Government  have 
resolved  to  raise  the  foes  ;  but  this  is  not 
t©  make  a  profit  out  of  fees,  but  to 
make  the  new  organisation  self-support- 
ing, I  ariMWored  the  second  and  third 
paragraphs  of  tlic  iiucstion   in   my  reply 
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to     the     hoii.     Member's     question     off      *LoRD  GEORGE   HAMILTON;    Mj 
the  16th  May  last»     The  ijuestinn  of  the  \  attention  has  been   called  tu    these  pro- 
fees  had  nothing  to  <lo  with  the  refusal  of  i 
the  Bomkiy  Govonmieiit  to  sanction  the 
application  of  the  pilvjite   institution   to 
the  Bombav  University. 


*SiR  WILLIAM  WEDDEKBLTRN : 
Will  the  nol)le  \ovd  uj^fertain  from  the 
Bomlmy  Government  whicli  of  the  eon- 
traclictory  reasons  they  rely  upon  for  pre- 
venting the  estal>I»«hment  of  this  private 
college  \ 

n.ORD  GEOKGE  HAMILTON:  No, 
sir,  1  ean  add  nothing  to  my  answer. 

PASTEUR  [NSTITUTE  FUli  INIJIA, 
Sir  WILLIAM  WEDDEKBUHN:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  Pivstcur  Institute,  held 
on  the  1 5th  April  last,  at  the  office  of  the 
Director-General,  Indian  Medical  Service, 
at  Simla  (the  Director-General  bimseli  in 
the  ehair)^  wdien  it  wats  proposed  to  ask 
the  Government  to  make  a  grant  for  a 
Pasteur  Institute,  and  to  place  it  under  a 
Government  medical  officer ;  wliether  this 


spectusea,  which  appear  to  have  been 
issued  in  London  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
ploiting a  concession  alleged  to  have  been 
granted  by  one  Mathu  krishnam,  Zemin- 
dar of  Raniangavaram  and  MuUur,  in  the 
Warangal  I)i.strict  of  Hyderabad  State. 
The  Government  of  Hia  Highness  the 
Nizam  brought  the  matter  to  the  notice 
of  the  Government  of  India,  and  re- 
ported that  they  had  nothing  to  do  with 
this  alleged  concession ;  and  that, 
inasmuch  as  no  Zemindar  has  the  right 
to  lease  minerals  to  an  English  Company 
without  their  consent  and  that  of  the 
Government  of  India,  any  contract  pur- 
porting to  deal  with  mining  rights  which 
may  have  been  made  by  the  Zemindar  \b 
null  atid  void» 

INDIAN  SUGAR  TRADE, 
Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfar) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  if 
he  will  be  good  enough  to  state  the  quan- 
tities of  sugar,  raw  and  refined,  entering 
India  diuring  the  year  1898-9,  specifying 
in  each  case  the  countries  of  origin. 

*LoRD  GEORGE  HAMILTON  :    The 


l^overnment  memcai  omcer ;  wnetuer  tms  ,  ^,^,  ,^^^,„,  f^^  ^^^^^^  ^g^g  ^^^  ^^x^  f^^j. 
committee    has  been   formed   with    the  |  ^^^..     ^     ,^^^  ^j^^  .^^^^^^  ^f  ^  .^^^ 

sanction  of  Government ;  and  whether  it    i,idia  during  the  year  1898-99  :- 

Refined  Sugar. 
^    From  Aujatria-Hungary       1,063^737  cwt. 


is  proposed  to  grant  them  the  assistance 
asked  for. 


*LoRD  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  (1) 
have  seen  a  newspaper  report  of  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Pasteur  Institute  Commilteo 
to  which  the  question  refers,  (2)  The 
Government  of  India  are,  1  believe, 
aware  of  the  formation  and  proceedings  of 
the  committee;  but  I  ascertained  some 
weeks  ago  that  they  had  not  decided  on 
their  course  of  action.  They  hoped,  how- 
ever, to  deal  with  the  subject  during  the 
present  summer 


Germany 
Mauritius 
China 
Java 

Straits  Settlements 
Other  countries 


413,971 

1,793,607 

185,682 

162,500 

75,656 

69,757 


MINERAL 


HYDERAUAD 


RIGHTS     IN 
STATE. 

Sir  ANDREW  SCOBLE  (Hackney, 
Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  bin  attention  ha*^ 
been  called  to  certain  prospectuses  of  the 
Qi)daveri  Kstates,  Limited,  and  the 
Qodaveri  Valley  Collieries,  Limited,  pur- 
porting to  fleal  with  mining  and  other 
rights  in  theZemindari  of  Ramangavaram 
and  Mulhir,  in  Hyderabad  State;  and 
whether  the  Zemindar  has  power  to  give 
a  lease  of  the  mineral  rights  on  his 
estate. 


ToUl  3,764,910  cwt 

Unrefined  Sugar. 
From  all  countries  312,778  cwt 

I  have  as  yet  received  no  details 
regarding  the  countries  from  which  this 
unrefined  sugar  came.  It  may  be  added 
that  167,614  cwt,  of  foreign  refined 
sugar  were  re-exported  from  India  during 
the  year. 

SAYINGS  BANK  INQUIRY. 
Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg 
to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  t  he  Exchequer 
if  he  can  state  to  what  kind  of  committee 
the  proposed  inquiry  into  the  financial 
relations  of  the  State  to  savings  banks 
will  be  referred^  and  the  scope  of  the 
,  reference. 


The  CHANCET.LOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  HiCKS  Bkach, 
Bristol,  W,) :  I  have  fulfilled  tlie  inten- 
tion I  expressed  of  consulting  witli 
several  hoti.  Members  who  have  taken  a 
special  interest  in  this  subject ;  atid  a 
strong  opinion  has  been  expressed  to  roe 
by  some  whose  views  I  feel  bound  to 
respect  that  such  a  matter  ought  not  to 
be  referred  t-o  a  Select  Committee  with- 
out a  definite  indication  of  the  views  of 
the  Government.  There  would  also  be 
some  difficulty  in  constituting  a  Ck)m- 
mittee  at  this  time  of  the  year,  as  some 
Members  whose  services  J  should  much 
like  to  secure  are  already  engaged  on 
other  work.  I  intend,  therefore,  to  insti- 
tute certain  preliminary  inquines,  with 
the  assistance,  I  hope,  of  someone  with 
practical  knowledge  of  the  working  of 
savings  banks  :  and  I  hope  to  base  on 
them  a  pro|M>sal  which  may  be  con- 
sidered by  a  Select  Conjniiitee  early  next 
session.  This  will  tmi  involve  any  real 
delay,  as  no  legislation  could  in  any  case 
take  place  this  year. 


r. 


TEA  ADULTERATION. 

Sir   FORTESCUK    FLANNERY:   I 

beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer if  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  a  statement  in  the  Press,  that  a  quarter 
of  the  caper  teas  and  half  of  the  dust 
teas  now  imported  should  be  confiscated 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  of  1875, 
by  reason  of  their  containing  20  per  cent. 
of  earthy  matter  and  sand  ;  whether  he 
will  explain  the  nature  of  the  precautions 
taken  by  the  Customs  Department  in 
London  for  the  detection  of  such 
adulteration,  and  whether  the  number 
of  samples  anidysed  could  be  increased 
with  advantage  :  and,  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  the  descriptions 
of  tea  above  named  arc  for  the  most  part 
consumed  by  the  humbler  classes  least 
able  to  protect  themselves  against 
adulteration,  he  will  inci'ease  the  staff  of 
inspectors  especially  allocated  to  the 
duties  of  sampling  and  analysis  of  caper 
and  dust  teas. 

Me.  G08CHEN:  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  this  matter.  The  Board 
of  Customs  have,  in  view  of  representa- 
tions made  to  them  by  certain  firms  and 
of  statements  in  the  Press,  ordered  a  full 
inquiry  to  l»e  njade.  It  is  not  ea^\\ 
within   the  iimits  of    an  answer    to   a 


question,  to  explain  the  precautions  taken 
by  tbi"  Board  for  the  detection  of  the 
adulLeratinn  tif  tea  :  but  I  shall  be  happy, 
if  thi^  hon.  Member  wishes  it,  to  supply 
hfm  with  particulars.  The  Boartf  of 
Customsj  as  at  present  advised,  do  not 
consider  that  there  is  any  need  for  alter- 
ing the  existing  regidation.s  but  if,  as  a 
result  of  the  investigation  now  in  prugrcsfi, 
it  should  appeiir  amisable  to  make  such 
alterations  or  to  increase  the  number  of 
tea  inspectors,  the  necessary  steps  will  l>e 
taken  at  once.  Meantime  a  circular  has 
'  been  issued  to  the  tea  inspectors  directing 
them  to  admiiu'ster  the  existing  regula- 
tions with  special  care. 


BfR      FORTESCUE      FLANI^ERV  : 
'  When  will   the  inquiry  be  held  t 

Mr,  GOSCHEN  :  It  has  already  been 
begun. 


IRELAND-KIOTING   AT  COOKSTOWN. 

Mu.  DILLON:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  iiware 
that  on  the  !ilst  April  last,  while 
a  private  meeting  of  the  Irish  National 
Foresters,  of  CooKstown»  was  being  held 
in  their  own  hallj  an  attack  was  made  on 
the  hall,  and  the  windows  smashed,  by 
an  Orange  drumming  party  ;  and  will 
he  explain  why  the  police  were  not 
present  w^hile  the  attack  on  the  hall  was 
going  on,  why  no  airests  were  made, 
and  why  no  one  has  been  prosecuted. 

*The  chief  SECKETAUY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  G.  W.  Bai^toitr,  Ueds, 
Central) :  I  am  aware  of  the  occurrence 
referred  to  in  the  first  paragraph.  After 
the  drumming  party  haa  marched  through 
the  streets  it  halted  opposite  the 
Foresters'  Hall  and  continued  drumming, 
at  the  same  time  hooting  and  yelling. 
When  the  drumming  party  had  passed 
it  was  found  that  four  panes  of 
glass  in  the  hall  had  been  broken. 
The  damage  is  estimated  at  ten 
shillings,  A  party  of  police  was 
present  on  the  occxision,  but  they  saw  no 
windows  broken  when  the  drumming 
party  %vas  passing,  and  did  not  become 
aware  of  the  fact  until  afterwards.  This  is 
accounted  for  by  the  noii^e  caused  by  the 
crowd,  which  wa.s  a  large  one.  Every 
possible  inquiry  has  been  made  with  the 
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view  of  obtaining  evidence  against  the 
persons  concerned  in  the  lircakiiig  of  the 
windows,  but  so  far  without  isuccess. 


!KtSH    LAND    COMMISSION,    COaNTY 
CAYAN. 

Mr,  young  (Cavan,  E.) :  I  l)eg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  judgments  in  two  sittings  of  the 
Sub-Commissioners  held  in  Bailieborongh, 
county  Cavan^  7  th  and  8t.h  March  and 
10th  May^  ha,ve  not  yet  been  communi- 
cated to  the  tenants  :  whether  he  is  aware 
that  this  deliiy  is  disapppointingto  many 
of  those  who  are  offered  and  desire  to 
purchase  their  holdings  under  the  Land 
Act ;  and  whether  he  can  say  at  what 
time  the  decision  of  the  Land  Commission 
will  be  made  known. 

*Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUK:  Judgments 
have  been  delivered  in  a  few  of  the  eases 
heard  at  Bailieborough  on  the  7th  and 
8th  March  last.  It  is  expected,  however, 
that  the  deciBions  wilJ  be  announced  on 
the  2^th  instant  in  the  remaining  eases, 
as  well  as  in  a  large  number  of  the  cases 
subsequently  hoard  on  the  10th  ultimo 
at  the  same  place.  The  inspection  and 
office  work  necessary  to  complete  these 
cases  is  being  proceeded  with  as  rapidly 
as  possible»  The  Commissioners  have  no 
information  on  the  subject  referred  to  in 
the  second  paragraph  of  the  question. 


IRISH      LAND     COMMISSION, 
VALlERH. 


Mn.   YOUNG  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 


Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  wfietherhe  is  aware  that  in  those 
cases  where  landlords  and  tenants  agree 
to  fix  fair  rent^  on  the  report  of  two 
court  valuators  there  is  great  delay  in 
securing  the  vahuition ;  that  in  many 
instances  four  months  will  elapse  after 
applying  to  the  Land  Commission  before 
there  is  a  response ;  and  whether  there 
is  any  reason  tor  this  delay. 

♦Mr.  G.  W,  B.iLFOUR :  There  has 
been  some  delay  in  referring  a  number  of 
the  applications  mentioned  to  the  court 
vahiers  for  iuspectioiij  but  the  delay  has 
been  unavoidable  o\nng  to  the  work  in 
other  districts  in  appeal  cases,  and  it  is 
expected  that  all  such  applications  will 
haVe  h.^eri  refeiTcd  to  the  valuers  l>efore 
the  end  of  -Tidv. 


{COMMONS}         Coummhners,  IrelamL  i 

IRISH  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS. 

Captain  DONELAN  :    On   Ijehalf  of 

the  hon.  Member  for  South  Down,  I  lie^ 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secret*uy  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland^  with  reference  to 
the  complaint  of  Mr*  Fagati,  inspector  d 
industrial  schotils  in  lieland,  that  the 
children  now  connnitted  in  Ireland  are 
rather  destitute  than  LTiminal,  M'hethtjr 
he  is  aware  that  the  circuhu's  sunt  from 
Dublin  Castle  discouraging  the  magis' 
tratos  from  making  such  committals  m^ 
raised  considerable  indignation  through- 
out the  country  ;  that  the  Industrial 
Schcwls  (Ireland)  At-t  provides  that  such 
destitute  chiklren  tiv^  proper  subjects  for 
cummiltal  under  this  Act ;  and  that  out 
of  396  Iwrs  discharged  from  industrial 
schools  in  Ireland  from  1894  to  1896 
(both  inclusive)  347  are  found  doing  well, 
and  31  only  re-convicted  ;  and  out  of  49 
girl?^  47  are  doing  well,  and  not  one  rc- 
convicto<l  ;  uud,  whether,  considering  the 
good  results  \A  the  present  system,  the 
closing  of  some  of  tlie  prisons  in  Irelaini, 
and  tlie  reiluction  of  the  nund>or  of 
prisoners  in  several  others,  he  will  con- 
sider  the  aflvisabilily  of  withdrawing  or 
modifying  the  Circular  referretl  to. 

*Mr.  G,  W.  BALFOUK:  The  wmxh 
attributed  to  Mr.  Fagan  will  be  found  in 
his  last  Ainiual  Itejxjrt  on  Reforniatory 
and  Industrial  Schcjols  in  Ireland.  These 
words  should  l>c  read  with  the  coutexti 
when  it  will  appear  that  in  using  the 
word  criminal  the  inspector  meant  not 
alone  actual  criminals,  but  waifs  and 
potential  criminals.  The  statistics  quoteil 
in  the  question  refer  not  to  iudustrial 
school  cases,  but  t^>  those  of  reformatory 
schools.  There  is  no  intention  to  with- 
draw^ or  modify  the  Circiikr  mentioned. 


COUIIT 


Cai^'ain    DONELAN  :    Is    the  right 

hoiL  Gentleman  aware  that  this  new^  rule 
may  possibly  lead  to  the  closing  of  some 
of  these  schools  altogether? 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  It  is  not  a 
new  rule  at  aU,  and  I  have  no  reason  to 
believe  that  it  will  lead  to  the  closing  of 
any  schools, 

ASSISTANT     LAND     COMMISSIONERS, 
IRELAND. 

Captain  DONELAN  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Irelaiid  whether  the  Irish 
Land  SuVCommission  has  been  appointed 
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foi-  A  h'xod  term  of  thn^o  years  ;    whether 
thirt  rule  will  appty  to  nil  future  apjxjint-  j 
merits ;   and,   with    what  object  ban  tbc 
change  licon  roatlc. 

*Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUK'  ;  rresumably 
the  hon.  Member  refers  tu  the  Rule  made 
by  tbc  Land  Commissioii  on  the  1 3th 
Marrb  last,  and  vvhirb  has  been  laid  on  the 
Table,  That  Uule  provides  that  Tem- 
porary Assistant  Commissioners  appointed 
by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  after  the  date 
thereof  and  !>efore  the  3l8t  day  of  March, 
V902,  shall  hold  otbce^  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Land  Act  of  1881,  up  to 
and  including  the  3 1st  day  of  March,  1902, 
save  that  where  any  such  Temporary 
Assistant  Commissioner  has  attained  the 
age  of  65  yearti  he  shall  not  be  appointed 
or  re-appointed  for  a  continuous  period 
greater  than  one  year.  It  is  clear  from 
the  wording  of  thiB  Rule  that  its  applica- 
tion is  limited  to  appointmentn  made 
before  the  date  mentioned.  The  oliject 
of  the  Rule  is  to  give  as  long  a  tenure  of 
office  to  Temporary  Assistant  Com- 
missioners as  is  consistent  with  the  con- 
venience of  the  Service. 


drain  of  the    Irish    population   to  foreign 
c'Otuitnes  ^ 

*^Jr,  G,  W.  IIALFOUR  :  I  do  not  think 
ibrrr  is  any  we»iKi*Mi  for  such  a  Cnni- 
niittee.  As  far  as  I  am  alvlu  to  judge, 
the  numl>cr  of  emigrants  from  Ireland  to 
Ameriira  dcpeufls  much  more  njion  the 
stiitc  of  trade  in  America  than  on  any 
other  cause. 


I 

I 


IHISH  EMinUATTON  TO  AMERICA. 

CAPrAiN  DONKIiAN:  I  licg  to  junk 
the  Chief  Sem'tary  to  the  IjOhI  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  awai-e 
that  Irish  cmigriition  to  America  vqix- 
ti rules  u|>i>ri  an  extensive  scale,  and  has 
eonsidcmbly  increased  this  year  as  com- 
jiared  witli  the  same  perifxl  last  year; 
ami  whether  it  is  intended  to  t^ake  any 
steps  to  revive  Insh  industries  with  a 
view  to  provide  Irish  workers  with  em- 
plopnent  in  their  own  country. 

*Mii.  CL  W.  BALFOUR:  It  is  the  fact 
that  the  ritnnlier  of  emigrants  from  Ire- 
laml  to  ilie  United  States  during  the  [wst ',  Secretary  of 
five  nioiuhs  is  larger  than  the  number  in 
the  eon-esponding  period  of  181)8,  m 
which  year,  however,  the  numl»er  of  Irish 
emigranti^  was  smaller  than  for  many 
years  back.  But  the  rnmilxT  f>f  emi- 
grants from  Ire!and  to  the  I'nited  States 
,  juid  other  countries  during  the  past  five 
tiths  is  eonsiflemtily  less  than  the 
airerage  nnml>crs  for  the  coiresponding 
period  in  the  ten  years  1889  to  1898. 


LAND   PURrHASE    ACTS. 

Mr.  young  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire* 
land,  with  reference  to  the  unreasonable 
delay  complained  of  by  the  tenants  and 
owners  of  land  hi  Ireland  in  carrying  out 
the  Land  Purchase Aets(Ireland),  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  an  estate 
in  Chancery  near  Kingscourt ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  a  numtier  of  tenants  on 
that  estate  have  agieed  with  the  land- 
lords to  purchase  at  a  price  already  hxed, 
and  have  lodged  with  the  Land  Commis- 
sion the  usual  affidavits  under  the  Land 
Purchiise  Acts,  and  no  court  valuer  has 
since  been  sent  to  inspect  the  holdings  ; 
and  if  he  can  state  the  cause  of  delay  or 
say  when  the  couit  valuer  will  come 
down  to  inspect  these  holdings, 

*Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  The  hon. 
Member's  (juestion  does  not  contain  suffi- 
cient information  to  enable  the  particular 
estate  referred  to  to  be  identified.  If  he 
will  communicate  with  me  on  the  subject 
I  will  cause  furtlier  inquiry  to  be  made. 

THE    AGUU  ULTURAL    GRANT. 

COUNTY  KILDARE. 

Mr.  CAKEW  (Dublin,  College  Green) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  liieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
he    has    seen    the     statement     of     the 


Captain  DONELAN:  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  appoint  a  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  causes  of   this  steady 


the  Kildare  County 
Council  that  a  sum  of  X753  had  been 
struck  off  the  amount  to  which  the 
Council  were  entitled  under  the  Agricul- 
ttiral  (irant,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  exceptional  circumstances  existed 
which  should  have  increased  rather  than 
diminished  the  county's  share  of  the 
grant ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  failed  in  response 
to  the  application  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Council  to  afford  any  information  as  to 
the  basis  on  which  they  calculated  the 
amount  of  the  grant ;  and  whether  be 
will  order  the  required  information  to 
bo  given* 


*Mr.  a  W.  BALFOUR:  The  amount 
of  the  reduction  made  by  fche  certificate 
of  the  Local  Govoniment  Board  was 
£289,  not  £753  as  stated  in  the  question. 
All  exceptional  circumstances  were  con- 
sidered in  this  case.  The  information 
asked  for  by  the  County  Council  was  not 
given,  but  I  propose  to  lay  on  the  Table 
of  the  House  a  general  memorandum 
explaining  the  methods  adopted  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  calculating 
the  amount  of  the  grant 


IRISH  LOCAL  t;oVERNMENT  ORDERS. 
Mr,  DILLON  :  To  ask  the  Chief  Sec- 
retary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
whether  he  can  undertake  to  have  the 
Orders  in  Council  General  Ordei's,  and 
Rules  issued  by  the  Lni'al  (.Tovernment 
Boartl,  and  the  Rule  of  Court  in  connec- 
tion with  tin?  Local  Clover nment  (Ireland) 
Act,  collected  in  one  vohnne  and  issued  to 
Memiiers  before  the  vote  for  the  Irish 
Local  Government  B^jarfl  is  taken. 

niR,  G,  W.  BALFOUH:  There  are 
some  cases  in  which  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  Ord<*F.s  irfen-ed  to  may 
require  modificiitior^  and  I  would  rather 
that  they  were  not  collected  and  printed 
in  a  permanent  fonn  until  these  cases  have 
been  considered.  Apart  from  that,  the 
collection,  when  completed,  will  form  a 
bulky  volume,  and  I  rlu  not  think  there  is 
any  chance  that  it  can  Ijc  printed  in  time 
for  the  Estimates. 


Mr.  DILLON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  General  Order  in 
reference  to  collectors  of  the  poor  rate, 
recently  issued  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  has  been  laid  upon  the 
table  of  the  House ;  and  why  it  has  not 
been  circulated. 

*Mr.G.  \V.  BALFOUR:  The  General 
Order  has  not  been  laid  on  the  t^ble  of 
the  House.  Copies  of  it  were  sent  to 
every  county  council  and  l>oard  of 
tjuardians  in  Ireland,  and  the  Order  can 
be  procured  through  any  bookseller.  I 
shall  be  happy  to  supply  the  hon. 
Member  with  a  copy  if  he  so  desires. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  Does  not  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  consider  that  to  be  a 
bad  practice  1  Can  he  not  undertake 
that   General    Ordcis   of   this  charaeter, 


which  bear  directly  on  the  administration 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  shall  be 
circulated  fts  a  Parliamentary  paper  ? 

*Mr.  G,  W.  BALFOUK  :  If  the  hoa. 
;  Member  will  give  me  a  list  of  the  General 
Orders   which   he   would   like   so    dealt 
I  with,  I  will  see  if  it  can  be  carried  out. 

CORK  COUNCIL  CONTRACTS. 
Mr,  TULLY  (Leitrim,  8.) :  I  beg  to 
aak    the    Chief   Secretary   to   the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  the  Local 
Government  Board  informed  one  of  the 
Cork   Councils  early  in  the  year  that  a 
director  of  a  joint-stock  company,  which 
had  a  contract  with  the  Council,  could 
I  not  be  a  member  of  the  Council ;    and 
I  whether,  as  Article  1 2,  Sub-section  5  (c), 
I  of   the  Application  of  Enactments  Order, 
I  18D8j  provides  that   a  shareholder   of  a 
I  company  having  a   contract   is  not   dla- 
quali£ed     as    a     councillor,    and     as    a 
director's  interest  is  not  greater  than  a 
shareholder's,   he   will   direct  the   Local 
Grovernment    Board    to   issue    fresh  in- 
structions on  the  subject. 

*Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  Local 
Government  Board  have  been  unable  to 
trace  any  case  spch  as  is  referred  to  in 
the  first  paragraph,  but  if  the  hon. 
Member  will  supply  nie  with  further  par- 
ticulars I  will  have  another  search  made. 
I  may  add  that  the  point  raised  appears 
to  be  a  legal  one,  and  could  not,  there- 
fore, be  finally  decided  by  an  opinion  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  even  if 
they  expressed  one. 

AGRICULTl  RAb       GR.VNT.       COUNTY 

KOSCOMMtJN. 

Mr.  TULLY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 

Secretary    to    the   Lord    Lieutenant   of 

Ireland  whether  he  can  state  the  amount 

j  deducted  as  an  excluded  charge  from  the 

Agricultural  Grant  for   the  county  Ro»- 

I  common  in  respect  of  the  Suck  drainage 

j  charges ;   whether  he  is  aware  that  the 

Suck  drainage  charges  are  not  charges  in 

connection  with   navigation  w^orks  under 

Drainage  and   Navigation  (Ireland)  Acts, 

1842  to  1857,  or  any  special  Act  whether 

public  or  local ;  and  whether  he  will  have 

the  Agricultural  Grant    to    Roscommon 

increased  in  respect  of  this  matter. 

*Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUE:  The  amount 
deducted  as  an  excluded  charge  from 
the   Agricultiual   tirant   to  Roscommon 
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in  respect  of  the  Suck  (hainage 
charges  is  XI 00.  As  regards  the 
second  aiifl  third  paragraphs^  the  Com- 
misaioner  of  Valuation  is  of  opinion 
that  the  Suck  Drainage  Act  of 
1889,  under  which  these  charges  arise, 
fairly  conies  within  the  description  given 
in  the  latter  part  of  Section  57,  Sub- 
a«ction  6,  paragraph  I,  of  the  Local 
Government  Act,  and  therefore  that 
these  charges  should  be  excluded  from 
the  beneBt  of  the  Agricultural  Grant. 


Mr.  TULLY:  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  give  me  the  details  of  the 
excluded  charges  t 

♦Mr.  aw,  BALFOUR:  I  have  not 
the  details  here,  but  if  the  hijn.  Member 
will  put  down  a  question  I  will  attend  to 
it. 

BELFAST  STREET  RIOTH. 

Captain  DONELAN  ;  On  behalf  of  the 
hon.  Meml>er  for  S.  Down,  I  lK?g  to  nsk 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  hia 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  meeting 
in  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  Belfast,  addresBeil 
by  one  of  the  Custom  House  steps 
preachers,  on  the  27th  May  last ;  whether 
he  ia  aware  that  the  men  present  there 
then  marched  through  the  City  of  Belfast^ 
and  when  passing  through  Dougall  Street 
stoned  and  smashed  the  windows  and 
fixtures  in  the  businesa  houses  of  a  num- 
ber of  Roman  Catholics,  and  that  they 
afterwards  attacked  and  assaulted  with 
stones  or  otherwise  a  number  of  the  city 
police;  and,  whether  he  will  take  steps 
to  have  this  practice  prevented  by  the 
local  authorities. 

*Mr.  G  W.  BALFOUR  :  The  facts  are 
generally  a^a  stated  in  the  (ineKtion,  except 
that  it  ia  not  true  that  the  mob  on 
this  occasion  made  an  attack  on  the 
police,  none  of  whom  were  injured.  Pro- 
ceedings have  l)een  institutefl  against  17 
persons  for  ohstniction  and  riotous  be- 
haviour, and  the  cases  will  be  heard  at 
the  Belfast  Petty  S.-sslnns  Couit  on  the 
18th  instant 


Captain  DONELAN  :  On  l>ehalf  of  the 
hon*  Member  for  South  Down,  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieuterumt  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  lieen  vaWtd  to  the  rojjc>it  of  the 


proceedings  at  the  inquest  upon  the  Ixxly 
of  the  old  man  Da  vies  who  clii:»d  fmm 
injuries  received  at  a  so-called  religious 
moeting  at  the  Custom  House  st*.*ps,  Bel- 
fast ;  whet  lie  r  a  copy  of  the  di' positions 
taken  thereat  has  been  received  by  the 
authorities,  and  if  a  copy  will  be  laid 
upon  the  Table  of  tlie  House  ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  depositions  disclose  that 
foul  and  filthy  imputations  were  ma<le  by 
the  evangelists  disturlnng  the  peace  there 
upon  the  memliers  of  a  Koman  Catholic 
SisterhofMl  remarkable  for  their  works  of 
mercy  and  charity,  respected  by  the  whole 
community  of  Belfast,  and  very  dear  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  citizens  ;  also  that 
the  coroner's  jury  and  the  corrjner  con- 
demned these  open -air  demonstrations  as 
disg^eeful  and  a  menace  to  the  public 
peace  of  the  city  ;  and  what  steps,  if  any, 
will  lie  taken  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of 
this  danger 

♦Mr.  G.  W,  BALFOUR:  I  replied  to  a 
question  on  this  subject,  addressed  to  mo 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo,  on 
Thursday  last.  I  see  no  reason  for  laying 
a  copy  of  the  depositions  taken  at  the 
inquest  on  the  table  of  the  House,  but  if 
the  hon.  Member  so  desires  1  will  be 
happy  to  supply  him  with  a  copy.  In 
answer  to  the  last  paragraph,  I  do  not 
propose,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  and  after  conferring  with  the 
Icx^l  authorities  in  Belfast,  to  institute 
proceedings  for  the  language  used  on  the 
occasion  mentioned,  but  the  fJoveniment 
will  cerUiinly  prosecute  in  the  event  of  a 
repetition  of  such  language  in  future. 


Captain  DONELAN:  On  behalf  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  I)own,  I  Iw 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  an  attack  was  made  upon  tha 
Nationalist  demonstration  on  its  way 
home  from  the  meeting  at  Hannahstown, 
near  Belfast,  on  Sunday  evening  last ; 
that  stones  were  thrown  by  a  mob; 
that  a  disturbance  took  place  in  the  Old 
Lodge  or  Shankhill  Roads,  and  neiir  the 
Townsend  Street  Police  Barracks;  and 
that  the  house  of  a  Roman  Catholic 
publican  was  attacked  in  or  near  Upper 
Townsend  Street.  Whether  any,  and 
how  many,  persons  have  been  arrested ; 
and  if  he  can  give  particidars  as  to  the 
damage  done  to  persons  and  property  in 
Belfast  during  these  riote* 


Thi'  Mflnijiolitnii 
•Mn.  G.  W.  ISALFOUK: 
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return  journey  of  tfic 
ceftsion  from  Hnrinnlistown  on  thc^  5th 
instant,  when  nrar  FJruathviiy  *n\  ihv  F.dlK 
lioail,  a  small  crowd  nf  thu  IVottvstanI 
piriy  asscmliled  in  a  fiM  uml  gvoanvA 
and  displayed  party  emljtem.s.  Some  itf 
the  processionists  left  the  procession  and 
attacked  them,  both  molm  throwing 
stones.  They  were  at  once  rliapersed  hy 
the  police  and  military,  and  no  one  %vas 
injured.  On  the  Old  Lodge  Hond  a  mob 
of  roughs  of  the  Protestiint  pirty,  who 
had  collected  to  watch  the  return  of  some 
of  the  processionists,  made  a.  wanton 
attack  with  atones  on  the  police.  They 
then  immediately  dispersed.  They  shortly 
afterwards  T'eassemhlcd  and  threw  stones 
at  the  house  of  a  Roman  Cathrdie  pulilic^ui 
named  O'Neill  lueaking  all  the  glass  in 
the  windows.  They  were  ilispersed  hy 
the  police  anil  militjiry,  find  three  of 
them  arrested.  The  place  where  this 
disturbance  took  place  is  ahout  300 
yaitls  fi'om  Brown's  Square  BaiTaek^ 
on  the  Shankhill  Knad.  The  dis- 
turbance extended  t«*  the  Shankhill 
Road  and  continued  for  about  three 
hours,  but  the  rioters  were  held  in  check 
from  the  outset  by  the  military  and  the 
police,  and  '^ery  little  damage  was  done 
to  property.  In  all  47  persons  were 
an'ested  for  riotous  conduct,  stone  thnnv- 
ing,  etc.  So  far  as  the  police  are  awaie, 
no  person  was  seriously  injured.  Six 
members  of  the  l\(jyal  Irish  Constabulary 
were  wounded,  though  not  seriously, 
Mrs.  O'Neill,  wife  of  the  publican  whose 
house  was  attacked,  and  two  of  her  boys 
were  injured  by  stones,  and  one  of  them 
is  in  hospitid  suffering  from  a  broken  nose.  THK 
Accurate  particulars  regarding  injury  to 
property  cannot  yet  be  given,  but  at 
present  it  would  appear  that  about  £270 
would  cover  the  damage  done. 


military  were  no  longer  i*equin^, 
ottbct  \u 


of  the 

and  an  intimation  to  that  ottbct  having' 
btnui  conveyed  t**  the  nnvgistniti\s  on  thiiti 
with  |[m'  military,  thr  hniw  werr  wit' 
diawn  ivnm  the  streets  liy  <iegrecs.  T 
injury  tn  Major  Tub  in  was  of  a  triv 
character,  and  it  never  ineapaoitated  hi 
from  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  a^ 
mi litiir}^  magistrate.  Further  i nf ormatioii 
regarding  the  riots  is  given  in  my  myAf 
to  the  previous  t|uestiori  of  the  hoa. 
Member  The  city  has  been  quiet  since 
Tuesday  night,  and  the  riots  may  now  be 
regarded  as  virtually  over. 

LOCAL  i;u\>:KNMKNT  ELECT  [OS 
EXPENSES. 


Mr.  iMACALKESE  (Monaghati,  N) :  I 
l>eg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  tu  ihe 
Lonl  Lieutenant  of  Irelaml  whether  be  i* 
aware  that  heavy  eiectiuti  expenses  have 
been  caused  by  candiflatcs  putting  them* 
selves  forward  at  the  recent  local  govern- 
ment elections  in  Ireland  for  divisions 
where  no  possible  chance  exist eil  of  their 
I  being  retnrnetl  ;  and  whether  he  will 
!  undertiike  to  amend  the  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Act  to  the  extent  of  ol»liging 
any  candidate  who  provokes  a  contest, 
and  fails  to  secure  at  lea^t  a  fourth  of  the 
votes  of  the  electorate,  to  |>ay  a  moiety 
of  the  cost  of  such  election. 

*Mr.  a.  W.  BALFOUK  :  The  ameiid- 
ment  in  the  law  suggested  by  the  hou. 
Member  is  clearly  one  which,  if  adopted 
at  all,  should  l>c  of  general  application. 
i  I  think,  however,  it  will  be  foutiu  on  con- 
sideration to  be  open  to  grave  obJectiouB.  i 


MET114irt>LlTAN    VOLUNTEER 
*^MAUt;H    PAST/' 


Mr.   McCAKTAN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 

of    Ireland     whether   the   mihtary 

.withdrawn  from  the  streets  of  Belfast  at 

very   early    hour  yesterday  morrung 

"lltid,  if  80^  l>y  whose  orders  was  this  done  ; 


Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheflield. 
Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Com- 
missioner  of  Works  if,   having  regard  tu 
the  desire   of   officers   commanding  and 
other  officers  and  members  of  provin^^ 
regiments  of  Volunteers  to  sec  the  ^J^l^l 
Past    of    the    Metropolitan    YolunteM 
"^^^^  I  before  Field-Marshal  HUM,  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  K.U.,  on  Saturday,   8th  July» 
in   commemoration  of   a  similar  Review 
held  by  His  Majesty  King  George  III.  iji 


and  whether  he  can  say  aTvvthing  further  (  i^c,q  ^^  ^..jU  ^e  good  enough  to  authonse 


as  to  the  injuries  inflicted  on  the  military 
magistrate  .Major  Tohin,  and  give  further 
particidars  generally  as  to  the  liuts. 

*Mr.  GERALD  BALFOUR:  Early 
yesterday  morning  the  Conunissioner  of 
PoUce  satished  himself  that  the  services 


or  move  H.R.H.  the  iCanger  to  authorise 
!  the  erection  of  a  stand  near  the  saluting 
base,  provided  that  the  cost  be  guaran* 
teed  liy  the  Institute  of  Commaudiug 
Officers  of  the  Volunteer  Force  and  the 
I  Council  or  the  Major-General  Command- 


I 
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ing  the  Homo  District  be  responsible  for  j 
the  distribution  of  seats. 

♦The  first  COMMISSIONER  OF  | 
WORKS  {Mr.  Akkrs  Douglas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine  s):  ThepreJiminaryarr.inge- 
merits  are  i^till  uiiilej*  the  e*>usi<lerati<in  of 
the  Geiiei-nl  Oflieer  Cuinnmndmg  the 
Home  Distnec,  and  liis  proposals  have 
not  vet  come  before  the  Ottice  of  Works. 
Should  the  Review  tnke  place,  it  will  no 
doubt  be  possible  to  give  reasonable 
facilities  for  the  erectiou  of  stands. 


IIULSES  OF  PAIUJA^IHNT— 

Sl^UCHSTKI*    PKU VISION   UF  AN 

AMIU:i.ANCH. 

Mm  TOMLINSON  (Preston) :  I^  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Commisaioner  of  Works 
whether  he  will  consider  the  desirability 
nf  prfividing  an  amhulanee  within  the 
preeinets  of  th*.^  House,  to  be  ready  for  us^ 
in  vmi*  of  arcideiit  or  sudden  illness. 

*Mn,  AKERS  DOUGLAS;  In  reply  to 
my  hon.  frieml,  I  l*'^ve  to  say  that  the 
matter  appears  to  mo  to  be  outside  ray 
jurindictirm  :  and  I  would  refer  him  to 
the  authorities  of  tlie  House. 


RETIKEI)    OFFICEHS  AND    CIVIL 

EMPLOYMENT   IN   PUBLIC 

DEFAHTMENTS. 

CAPTAIN  NORTON :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  he 
can  state  whether  the  Return  for  the 
year  ended  the  31st  March,  1898, 
of  the  Army  and  Navy  officers 
permitted  under  Rule  2  of  the 
regulations  drawn  up  under  Section  6  of 

>the  Superarm nation  Act  of  1887  to  hold 
civil  employment  of  profit  under  public 
Departments  contains  a  complete  list  of 
all  officers  so  employed  ;  and  whether  he 
is  aware  that  Case  4,  on  pages  28  and  29 
of  the  above-mentioned  Return  represents 
that  of  an  officer  whose  retired  pay  is 
£450  a  year,  and  emoluments  of  civil 
employment  £500,  who  does  not  draw 
retired  pay,  who  is  consequently  serving 
for  £50  a  year,  and  that  the  aeductions 
made  from  this  officer's  salary,  compared 
with  the  total  amount  received  of  effective 
and  non-effective  pay,  amounts  to  90  per 
cent. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  (St.  Andrews 
Burghs)  (for  Mn  Haxbury)  :  My  right 
hon.  friend  has  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
completenea'?  of  the  Return  in  question. 
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The  lists»  however,  are  not  in  the  firHt 
instance  compiled  at  the  Treasury.  The 
officer  referred  to  in  the  second  paragraph 
was  appointed  Naval  Assistant,  to  the 
Hydrographer  while  still  on  the  activ<? 
li'^i.  After  )>emg  pl.iced  on  the  retired 
list,  he  was  retained  in  hi.s  civil  employ- 
ment under  the  provisions  of  the  Order  in 
Council  of  18th  May,  1870,  which 
neeessiirily  precluded  him  from  drawing 
retired  pay.  The  case  is  not  an  ordinar)^ 
instjince  of  deduction,  as  the  officer  w^as 
in  receipt  of  the  same  emoluments  both 
before  and  after  retirement. 

TELEiiHAFHIC   DELAYS. 

Mil  ASCKOFT  (Oldham):  I  liegtoask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  his 
attention  has  lieen  called  to  the  extra- 
ordinary length  of  time  taken  in  the 
transit  of  tht!  following  telegraphic  mes- 
sages to  Oldham »  between  the  Tlrd  and 
i8th  of  May  :  From  Manchester,  48 
ininnies  ;  Eastbourne,  2  hours  2  niinutes 
and  2  hoiu'H  12  mirnites :  Crystal  Palace, 
2  hours  IT  minutes:  Lonflon,  2  hours  H 
minutes  :  t'amhridge,  2  hours  \  minutes  ; 
Kennirjgton  Oval,  2  hours  4  minutes ; 
Bath,  2  hours  4  minutes ;  Worcester, 
2  hours  II  minutes  ;  House  of  CommonB, 
I  hour  40  minutes  ;  ami  Liverpool,  I  hour 
19  mijuites  ;  and  whether  there  is  any 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  postal 
authorities  to  give  a  through  wire  to 
t  Oldham  from  London,  or  in  some  other 
'  way  remove  the  cause  for  the  constant 
complaints  that  are  made  by  supplying  an 
efficient  and  effective  telegraphic  service. 

Mit.  ANSTRUTHER  (for  Mr,  Han- 
bury)  :  My  hon.  friend  communicated 
with  the  Postmaster-General  on  the  24th 
ultimo  respecting  the  delay  sustained  by 
the  telegrams  in  question.  The  various 
cases  are  being  investigated,  and  as  soon 
as  the  inquiry  is  completed  an  explanation 
will  be  fuoiished  to  him.  In  regard  to 
the  4ue:»lion  of  a  wire  from  London  to 
Oldham,  I  fear  1  can  only  refer  him  to 
the  answer  given  on  the  15th  ultimo. 


Mr.  ASCROFT:    I  beg  to  ask  the 

Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster-General,  whether  he  can 
give  any  explanation  why  a  telegraphic 
message  sent  from  London  on  the  Slst 
May  to  Messrs.  Bradbury  and  Co.,  of 
Oldham,  took  over  one  nour  before  it 
arrived  at  the  Oldham  Post-office : 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  systematic 
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neglect  of  the  postiil  authorities  to  grapple 
with  the  delay  in  transmitting  messiiges 
to  Oldham  is  resnlting  in  considerable 
loss  to  the  constitneney  ;  and  whether,  if 
the  postal  authorities  cannot  remedy  the 
evil  without  going  to  the  expense  of  a 
separate  wire,  it  is  intended  to  do  what  is 
necessary  in  the  interests  of  the  public. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  (for  Mr.  Han- 
BUHY)  :  The  Postmaster  -  General  is 
unable  to  find  any  trace  of  the  message 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers,  but  if 
he  will  furnish  him  with  the  necessary 
particulars  inquiry  will  be  made.  The 
Postmaster  -  General  is  not  aware  that 
there  is  any  general  delay  in  the  trans- 
mission of  Oldham  telegrams.  The  cases 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  has  drawn  at- 
tention are  of  an  exceptional  nature.  The 
matter  is,  however,  ])eing  kept  under 
review^,  and  e/ery  effort  will  l>e  made  to 
avoid  unnecessary  delay. 


THE   " MANDATPOSTE "  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  bill  (Staffordshire,  Leek) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  -  General, 
whether  the  attention  of  the  Postmaster- 
General  has  been  called  to  the  mandat- 
poste  system,  for  the  traismission  of 
money  by  post,  which  luis  been  for  many 
years  in  operation  with  great  success  in 
Switzerland  and  Germany  ;  and  whether 
he  will  consider  whether  it  would  be  de- 
sirabl  3  to  give  the  system  a  trial  in  this 
ountry. 

Mr.  ANSTRUTHER  (for  Mr.  Han- 
bury  :  The  (|ue8tion  whether  it  is 
desirable  to  introduce  into  this  country 
the  money-card  system  in  operation  in 
some  Continental  countries  is  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Postmaster-General, 
and  it  is-  not  possible  at  present  to 
make  any  definite  announcement  on  the 
subject. 


THE  MONEY-LENDING  BILL. 

Mr.  ASCROFT  :  I  beg  to  ask  tlie  First ; 
Lonl  of  the  Treasury  whether,  in  view  , 
of  the  fact  that  the  Money-lending  Bill 
was  particularly  referred  to  in  the  Queen's 
Speech,  and  that  it  has  already  been  read 
the  third  time  in  the  House  of  Lords,  it 
is  the  intention  of  the  (lovernnient  to 
proceed  witli  the  measure  this  session ; 
and  whether  he  can  give  any   informa- 1 


tion  as  to  the  date  when  it  will  be  brought 
forward  for  discussion  in  this  House. 

Captain  CHALONER  (Wilts,  West- 
Imry) :  1  beg  at  the  same  time  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
there  is  any  prospect  of  his  l>eing  able 
to  proceed  with  the  Money-lending  Bill 
at  an  early  date. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  am  afraid 
that  in  the  present  situation  of  the 
business  of  the  House  I  cannot  make  any 
accurate  forecast  which  would  enable  me 
to  answer  my  hon.  friends'  questions. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  CROMBIE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he  can 
state  definitely  the  day  on  which  Scotch 
Supply  will  be  taken. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  I  inti- 
mated J  would  take  it  to-morrow  week. 
On  Monday  1  propose  to  take  the  Private 
Bill  Procedure  (Scotland)  Bill,  on  Tues- 
day the  third  readings  of  the  London 
Government  Bill  and  the  Finance  Bill, 
and  Thursday  I  propose  to  allocate  to  the 
Y ote  of  Censure,  or  the  Motion  to  be  pro- 
posed by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  on  the 
subject  of  the  sugar  duties. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.) : 
What  Supply,  if  any,  will  be  taken  after 
the  Foreign  Office  Vote  to-mon-ow  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  confess  I 
have  not  considered  that.  If  the  hon. 
Member  will  communicate  with  me 
privately  later  I  will  endeavour  to  inform 
him. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  wish  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  can  tell  the 
House  when  the  Naval  Works  Bill  and 
the  Military  Loans  Bill  will  be  intro- 
duced. Both  Bills  were  promised  long 
ago. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  lam  anxious  to 
produce  them  at  an  early  date,  and  I 
hope  no  long  delay  will  intervene  before 
they  are  introduced.  The  Military  Bill 
is  almost  ready  for  introduction,  and 
may  be  expected  in  a  day  or  two.  The 
Naval  Bill  is  not  quite  so  well  advanced, 
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but  I  think  it  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
Members  before  very  long. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton) :  I  l>eg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  when  it  is  proposed  to 
proceed  with  the  Telegiaphs  (Telephonic 
Communication,  &c.)  Bill. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  regret  that  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  is  not  able  to  be  in  his  place 
to^lay,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to 
communicate  with  him.  Perhaps  the 
hon.  Gentleman  will  postpone  the  question 
till  a  later  day. 

MUNICIPAL  TRADING  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  When 
will  the  Municipal  Trading  Committee  be 
appointed  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  give  any  pledge  at  present. 


UNDERSIZED    FISH     BILL. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  leave  of  the  House  to 
introduce  a  Bill  dealing  with  undersized 
fish.  Its  object  is  to  prevent  the 
destniction  of  immature  fish,  and  I  am 
sure  the  House  will  realise  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  importance  to  prevent  the 
destruction  of  such  fish,  which  has  the 
eflfect  of  limiting  our  food  supply.  The 
Bill  is  based  on  the  Report  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  Sea  Fisheries.  A  measure 
was  intrcxluced  by  us  in  the  House  of 
Lords  in  1897,  and  it  passed  through  that 
House,  but  came  down  to  the  House  of 
Commons  too  late  to  ]>e  considered.  The 
present  Bill  is  somewhat  similar,  and 
will,  I  hope,  be  passed  into  law.  Every 
year  the  Fishery  Department  have  been 
urging  on  me  the  great  necessity  of 
introducing  a  Bill  on  this  subject,  because 
of  the  great  injury  caused  by  the  des- 
truction of  undersized  fish  which  is 
constantly  going  on.  Similar  representa- 
tions have  also  been  made  to  me  by  the 
representatives  of  sea  fisheries,  and  by  the 
Fishmongers'  Company. 

Mu.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (King's 
Lynn) :  This  is  a  Bill  which  has  been  intro- 
duced almost  every  year  since  I  have  had 
the  honour  of  holding  a  seat  in  this 
House,  and  I  feel  bound  to  make  one  or 


two  remarks  with  reference  to  it.  I  believe 
this  Bill  is  introduced  under  an  entire 
misapprehension.  I  am  perfectly  con- 
vinced that  fish  in  the  sea,  or  even  the 
fringe  of  them,  cannot  be  touched 
by  anything  done  by  trawlers  or 
lines;  but  however  that  may  be,  what 
I  wish  to  impress  on  the  House  is  the 
great  ignorance  which  prevails  as  to  the 
habits  of  fish,  even  among  fishermen.  No 
one  can  tell,  for  instance,  why  the  herring 
come  one  year  and  not  another.  Con- 
sequently if  this  Bill  is  founded  on  the 
assumption  that  we  know  a  great  deal 
about  fish  and  their  habits,  it  is  a  very 
serious  misapprehension  indeed.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  referred  to  the 
Sea  Fisheries  Committee  of  1893.  That 
Committee  practically  reported  what  I 
have  just  said,  viz.,  that  there  was  great 
ignorance  with  regard  to  the  size  of  fish. 
I  would  ask  leave  to  read  a  sentence  from 
the  Report  of  the  Biological  Society,  of 
which  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  are  \'ice- 
presidents,  and  it  is  therefore  a  very  im- 
portant society.  On  page  239  the  Report 
states : 

"A  calm  survey  of  the  Bituation,  however 
shows  that  the  cry  concernins  the  annual 
diminution  of  our  fish  supply  has  been  dis- 
pelled by  the  institution  of  statistics ;  that 
the  alleged  destruction  of  spawn  has  no  basis 
in  fact ;  that  the  destruction  of  immature 
fish  LB  common  to  all  classes  of  Hsliermen, 
and  nowhere  is  prove<l  to  have  resulted  in  the 
ruin  of  any  sea  fishery." 

I  fail  to  see  the  basis  of  the  Bill,  or  any 
justification  for  it,  either  in  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  of  1893  or  in  that  of  the 
Biological  Society.  Our  fish  supply  is 
increasing,  and  has  increased  very  largely 
during  the  last  ten  years,  both  in  quantity 
and  value.  There  is,  however,  one 
matter  to  which  I  wish  to  call  attention, 
and  that  is  the  increasing  importation  of 
foreign  fishermen  who  are  not  subject  to 
these  restrictions. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  Yes,  they  are  in 
France  and  elsewhere. 

Mr.  BOWLES  :  I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  mistaken.  He  is  supposed 
to  have  informed  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Thanet  that  these  re- 
strictions would  apply  to  foreign  fisher- 
men, but  in  my  opinion  what  my  right 
hon.  friend  wanted  to  know  was 
whether  these  restrictions  were  applied 
to  foreign  fishermen  in  their  own  waters. 
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neglect  of  the  postal  aiuliuntie,s  to  gmpple    tion  an  tti  the  datu  whtm  it  will  lie  hrougjht 
witii  the  i\e\iiy  in   tnirisniitting  nif stages    furvvanl  for  di,sL*us8ioii  in  this  Ifuuse. 


to   Oldljani   is   resulting    in    consitloiTtljle 
loss  to  the  eonatiuu'ni'V  ;  and  wht'ther,  if 


Captain  CFfALONEJi  (Wilts,    Weal- 


Me.  ANSTICIJTHEU  (for  Mr.  Han^ 
Bl  RV) :  The  Pnstniaster  -  Generiil  is 
uiiable  to  tintl  any  trace  of  the  message 
to  which  the  hon.  Mciiiber  refers,  Init  if 
he  will  furnish  him  with  the  necessary 
particulars  inquiry  will  l>e  made.  The 
Postmaster  -  General  is  not  aware  that 
there  is  any  general  delay  in  the  trans- 
mission of  Oldhaiii  telegrams.  The  cases 
to  which  the  hon,  Mem!>er  has  drawn  nt- 
tentioD  are  of  an  exceptiimal  nature.  The 
rinittcr  is,  however,  lieing  kept  under 
review,  and  e/ery  effojl  will  he  made  lo 
avoid  lUHiecessary  delay. 


THE   -MANDAT-POSTE"   SYSTEM. 

Mr.  bill  {Staffordshire,  Leek)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  tlie  Treasury,  a^s  i 
representing    the     I'ostmaster  -  General,  | 
whether  the  attention  of  the  Postmaster- 
General   has  Ijeen  called  to  the  uunidat- 
poste   system,    for    the    tra  ismit^sion    i*f 
money  by  post,  which  Iras  been  for  many 
years  in  operation  with  great  success  in 
Switzerland  and  Germany  ;   and  whether  | 
he  will  consider  whether  it  would  he  de-  i 


at  an  early  date. 

Mr.  a,  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  afnud 
that  in  the  present  situation  of  tbe 
business  of  the  House  I  caruiot  make  any 
acetuate  foreca.st  which  would  enalde  nie 
to  answer  my  hon.  friends'  tpu'stions. 


lUISINESS  OF  THR  HOUSE. 

Mr.  CROMBIE:  I  begtojisk  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whethei"  he  can 
state  definitely  the  day  on  which  Scotch 
Supply  will  be  taken. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUK:  I  think  I  inti- 
mated  J  woidd  take  it  to-morrow  week, 
Gn  Monday  1  propose  to  take  the  Private 
Bill  Procedure  (Scotland)  Bill,  on  Tues- 
day the  third  readings  of  the  Ixktidon 
Government  Bill  and  the  Finance  Bill, 
and  Thursday  I  pn>i)ose  to  allocate  to  the 
\'ote  of  Censnre,  or  the  Motion  to  be  pro- 
posed by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  ofi  the 
subject  of  the  sugar  duties. 


Mil.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.)- 


sirabh  to  give  the  system  a  tiial  in  this  '  ^vhat  Supply,  if  any,  will  he  taken'after 


c  )untry, 

Mr.   ANSTHUTIIER  (for    Mi.    II  vn-' 
BURY  :     The     (|neBtion     whether     it     is 
desirable  to   introduce  into  this  country  | 
the   money-card  system  in    operation  in  I 
some  Continental  countries  is  under  the  j 
consideration  of  the   Postnuister-General, 
and    it    is    not  piKSsilile    at    present    to 
make  any  definite  announcement  on  the 
subject. 


THE  MONEY-LENDINt:  lUbL. 


the  Foreign  Office  \'ote  to-mori'ow  '( 

Mr.  a.  d.  BALFOFR:  I  confers  I 
have  not  considered  that.  If  the  hoii. 
Member  will  eonununicate  with  me 
privately  later  I  will  endeavour  to  inform 
him. 


Sir    H.    CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 

(Stirling  Buighs) :  1  wish  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  c^m  tell  the 
House  when  the  Kaval  Works  Bill  and 
the  Military    L<Mins    Bill   will   be   intro- 


Mr.  ASCROFT  :  1  beg  to  ask  the  First  '  ff^^'      ^''^^   ^^''^^'  ''^'"'^  promised    long 
Lcml  i»f  the    Trvjisury  whethei",  in   view      ^ 

of  the  fact  that  the  ^Mum-y-l ending  Bill  I  Mn.  A,  J.  BALFOUR  :  lam  anxious  to 
was  particularly  refeiTcd  to  in  the  i^uecn's  I  produce  them  at  an  early  date,  and  I 
Speech,  and  that  it  hjii^  already  been  read  I  i^^pe  no  long  delay  will  intervene  Ixffore 
the  third  time  in  the  Hi»use  of  Lonls,  it  i  they  are  introduced.  The  Military  Bill 
is  the  intcfition   of   the   (xovertunent  to    is   almost    ready   for   introduction,    and 


proceed    \i  ith  the   measure  this  session  ; 
and   whether  ho  can  ^ve  any   informa- 


may  be  expected  in  a  day  or  two.     The 
Naval  Bill  is  not  quite  so  well  advanced, 


I 
I 


I 


SiK  CHAKLE8  CAMERON  (Uhtggnw, 
Bridgetnii) :  1  }jcg  to  ask  the  Fii'st  Lorcl 
iA  tilt'  TriMsmy  wlieii  it  m  |>n»|>i»Hod  t«i 
pnxTCil  witli  the  1\'Icgi;iplis  ('IVlp|ihniiir 
Commiminitiuii,  iVc\)  Bill. 

Mr,  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  regret  tliiitmy 
right  hon.  friend  tlie  Seeretfiry  to  the 
Treasury  is  not  al»le  to  lie  in  his^.  place 
to-day.  and  I  have  nut  been  able  to 
communicate  with  him.  Perhaps  the 
hon.  Gentleman  wiU  postpone  the  question 
till  a  later  day. 

MUNICIPAL  TRADING  POMMITTl^:!':, 
Mr,  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  When 

will  the  MuniciiKil  Trading  Committee  be 

app4>int6d  ? 

Mr,  a.  J.   BALFOUR:  I  am  afraid  I 

cannot  give  any  pledge  at  present 


I'NDEHSIZKJ)     Fisn     HILL. 

Thk  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  RmiiiK,  Croydon) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  leave  of  the  Ilrmsc  to 
introduce  a  Bill  tlealing  with  nnderaized 
fish.  Its  object  h  to  j>i\'vent  the 
destmction  of  immature  fisii,  and  I  am 
suits  the  Hon  AC  will  realise  that  it  is  a 
nmtter  of  imfKirtaiue  to  pre\eut  the 
destniction  of  such  tish,  which  has  the 
effect  of  limiting  our  focKj  supply.  The 
Bill  is  based  on  the  Report  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  Sea  Fisheries,  A  measure 
was  introdueed  by  us  in  the  House  of 
I/OixU  in  1H97,  and  it  passed  through  that 
House,  but  came  down  ti)  the  House  of 
Commons  too  late  tn  be  considered.  The 
j>resent  Bill  is  somewhat  similar,  and 
will,  1  hope,  be  piisscd  int»>  law.  Every 
year  the  Fishery  Depiirtnietit  have  lj«en 
urging  on  me  the  g;reat  necessity  of 
introchicing  a  Bill  on  this  subject,  beeauso 
of  the  gnmt  iujury  caused  by  the  des- 
truction of  undersized  fish  which  is 
constantly  going  on.  Similar  representa- 
tions have  aUwi  l>een  made  Ui  me  hy  the 
i-^presentalives  of  sea  fisheries*,  and  l>y  the 
Fishmongers'  Company. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLIvS  (King^s 
Lynn)  :  This  is  a  Bill  which  has  been  intro- 
duced almost  every  year  since  I  have  had 
the  honom^  of  holding  a  seat  in  this 
Ilause*  and  I  feel  bound  to  make  one  or 


two  remarks  with  reference  to  it.  I  l:>elieve 
this  Bill  is  intro^lnced  uttder  an  entire 
misapprehension.  I  am  perfectly  con- 
vinced that  tish  in  the  sea,  or  even  the 
fringe  of  them,  cannot  be  touched 
by  aFiy  thing  clmie  by  trawlers  or 
lines ;  but  however  that  ina%'  be,  what 
I  wish  to  impress  on  the  House  is  the 
great  ignnranee  which  prevails  as  to  the 
habits  of  fish,  even  among  fishermen.  No 
one  can  tell,  for  instance,  why  the  Iicrring 
come  ujio  ye-ir  anrl  not  another.  Oai 
sequently  if  this  Bill  is  fdiuideit  on  the 
assumption  that  we  kn^^w  a  great  deal 
about  fish  and  their  habits,  it  is  a  very 
serious  misapprehension  indeed.  The 
right  hon,  (Gentleman  has  i  eferred  to  the 
Sea  Fisheries  Committee  of  iMlKi  That 
Conunittee  practically  reported  wliat  t 
have  Just  said,  viz.,  that  there  was  great 
ignorance  with  regard  to  the  size  of  tish, 
I  would  ask  leave  to  read  a  sentence  from 
the  Fieport  of  the  Biulogical  Society,  of 
which  the  First  Laixl  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  are  vice- 
presidents,  and  it  is  therefore  a  very  im- 
portant scK'iety.  On  f>age  239  the  lieport 
states  : 

"A  cahii  aurvoy  of  the  Kitiiation,  however 
shows  that  the  cTy  conc!«rninj^  the  annual 
lUnniititinn  of  ovir  tir^lt  «ii[iply  haM  l»eeu  dis- 
ptVlleil  \ty  the  Jn?«titiituni  of  Htatistifs ;  that 
the  jdle;^e<l  «leHtni«'tiiiri  of  spawn  haw  no  l»a«*i^ 
ui  f.'U'l  ;  that  tlie  ik'^tniction  of  iiinanture 
lish  is  roiaraon  to  all  daHses  of  tiHliermerj, 
and  nowhere  m  [iroved  t-o  have  resnlte*!  in  the 
ruin  of  any  ^en  fishery/' 

I  fail  to  see  the  baiiis  of  the  Bill,  or  any 
justification  for  it,  either  in  the  Report  of 
the  C*onunittee  of  1893  or  in  that  of  the 
Biolngieal  Society,  Our  fish  supply  is 
increasing,  and  has  increased  very  largely 
during  the  last  ten  years,  l»oth  in  t|iiiLntity 
and  vabie,  Theit!  is,  how^ever,  one 
matter  to  which  I  wish  to  call  attention, 
and  that  is  the  increasing  importation  of 
foreign  fishenuen  who  are  not  subject  to 
these  restrictions. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  Yes,  they  are  in 
France  and  elsewhere. 

Mr.  BOWLRS:  I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  mistaken.  He  is  supposed 
to  have  informed  my  right  hon,  friend 
the  Member  for  Thanet  that  these  re- 
strictions would  apply  to  foreign  fisher- 
men, but  in  my  opinion  what  my  right 
hon.  friend  wanted  to  know  was 
whether  these  restrictions  were  applied 
to  foreign  fishermen  in  their  own  w^aters, 
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of  ihcir  countrymeTi,  and  I  am  glad  that 
I  have  this  opportunity  of  putting  on 
permanent  record  uur  sense  of  their  ser- 
vices, and  of  conveyirig  to  those  who 
mourn  them,  not  merely  as  public  ser- 
vants and  devoted  citizens,  l>nt  as  near 
relations  and  friends,  our  sense  of  the 
mai^nitude  of  the  loss  they  have  endured. 
1  think  it  is  not  necessary  that  I  should 
add  anything  more,  and  I  beg  now  to 
move  the  Kefeolntions  which  stand  in  my 
name  on  the  paper. 


Shi  11,  tV\M11SKlJ.BANNKliMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  1  rise  for  the  purpctse 
of  seconding  the  Motion  just  made  by 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  On 
Monday  last,  like  the  right  lion.  Gentle- 
man, but  in  the  more  modest  measure 
which  befits  nu'  position,  1  had  the  oppoi- 
tutiity  of  «\x pressing  my  opinion  of  the 
sf>lendid  (pialities  exhibited  and  the  luib 
liant  services  rendered  in  this  expedition 
by  the  General  in  chief  command,  by  the 
officers  whn  constituted  his  staff,  and  l>y 
the  troops  of  all  ranks  who  served  under 
him.  1  will  not  occujjy  the  time  of  tlie 
House  by  repeating  anything  I  then  said, 
but  will  merely  say  that  f  cordially  and 
sincerely  approve  of  these  KcsolutiouH^ 
which  give  expression  to  the  admiration 
an<l  gratitude  of  the  House  of  Commons. 


SuiiuN  Kx]*EDrrioN  (Thanks  of  the 

HOUSK). 
Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 


**'rimt  the  tlianks  t>f  this  Ihmsc  be  j^jven  to 
Maj^r-tieijerjil  Lunl  Kihliencr  of  Kharluiiin, 
(i.fM;.,  Iv.i'.MJL,  for  ibe  flij^tiii^^uishetl  skill 
and  aliility  willi  ivliicli  hi'  filanneil  ami  I'on- 
*Jiirf(>(|  lite  rjillipfti);!!  tJH  the  Nile  of  isnti  7 -^S, 
wkirli  riilitiinati'fl  in  the  Imttle  uf  Oinduniian, 
ll]€  lajiturti  uf  KliKi  loiiOL  antl  tlie  overthrow 
of  the  jMJwer  r«f  ihe  Klialifa*''— (il/r.  Bnlftmr,) 


I>R,  KAKQUIIAKSOX  (Aberdeen- 
shire, West):  t  am  very  unwilling  to  stir 
up  any  opposition  to  the  unanimity  with 
wbieh  this  Vote  wiil  he  passed,  and  lyield  to 
no  one  in  my  appreciation  of  the  brilliant 
se I" vices  which  have  been  rendered  ;  but 
I  should  lie  wanting  in  my  duty  to  the 
profession  to  which  I  still  have  the 
honour  to  helnng,  and  the  Army  Medical 


attention  of  the  House  to  a  conspicuousJ 
omission. 


*Mk.  SPEAKEK:  Order,  order !  Th©! 
hon.  Gentleman  cuinot  do  that  upon  this] 
llesolution.  Any  ubservatiou  which  he] 
dehjires  to  make  upoji  the  point  will  come  f 
on  the  next  Kesolution. 


Mil  I>AVlTT(Mayo,  S.):  Any  oppo- 
sition to  a  motion  of  thi^  kind,  wiiieh  w  ill 
be  aiceptcd  with  unanimity  by  the  great 
bulk  of  the  liritisli  people,  must  appear 
an  ungracious  act  upon  rov  part,  I 
acknowledge  it  frankly,  and  I  assure  the 
House  that  it  is  only  with  a  deep  sense  of 
conscientiousness  and  as  a  matter  of  duty 
that  I  lake  this  step.  I  am  not  responsi- 
ble for  that  system  of  rule  which  compels 
me,  an  Irish  Nationalist,  tn  come  here, 
where  I  find  myself  in  i^ppositiou  to  the 
bulk  of  the  British  nation.  I  cannot  agree 
to  this  Motion,  for  several  reasons.  In  the 
fii>it  plate,  a  "\ ery  senous  step  has  been 
taken  m  moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Egyptian  Army,  which  means  that  this 
Hou«e  of  Commons  ekims  to  exercise 
sovereign  rights  ovei'  a  country  believed 
by  other  rowers  of  Europe  to  be  inde 
pendent. 


nhx.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  onler  !  If  the 
hon.  Member  is  going  to  confine  his 
remarks  to  the  ]*]gyptiaii  Army,  that  will 
come  on  the  next  resolution. 


Mk.  l)lLLt»N  (Mayo,  E.)  :  tJn  a  point 
of  order.  Sir,  arc  you  gning  to  put  each 
Kesolntiorj  Hoparalely,  or  are  wx  going  to 
discuss  the  resolutions  its  a  whole  ;  hocause 
a  ijuestinn  will  arise  as  to  the  conduct  of 
the  Soudanese  troot»s  t 


Mr.  SPEAKER:   They  will   be  taken 

separately,  and  any  question  relevant 
to  a  particular  Resolution  must  ht 
raified  upon  that  Resolution.  Othei-wise 
confusion  may  arise. 


t^iestion  put. 
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AHiin,  WilHaiii  (KateHliecui) 
Allen,  \\\  iXiiWi  Mm(l*^r!j>M'i<j^ 
Vlllmaiin,   Vu^iis'liis  lleuryK. 
Allftopp,  Hon.  ilt5orj;e 
Anson,  Sir  William  Keytiell 
Arnold,  Alfred 
AscrofJ,  HoherL 
Asbton,  Tlinmrts  Gair 
Atkinfion,  Rr.  Hon.  .Folin 
AiLMiin,  Sii'  Joltn  (Yorkshire) 
Ba^'utj  ('apt.  'L  FitzKoy 
Baillie,Janie8  E,  B.( Inverness) 
Baird,  John  Tieorge  A. 
Bak&rre^,  Lonl 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Ba]ftiui%  IltJIii.  A  Jj  ManrliV) 
Balfour,  lit.  Hri  <  ;.\V. (Leeds) 
Banbury,  Fredmick  Geori^e 
Barlow,  dohii  Enimott 
Bai'uey,  Frf>«lerif  \  lore  11 
Barry.  iU.Hn.A^H  S.-tHonts) 
iiartley,  (leor^jfe  l\  T. 
liartoii*  Diinlwir  Plnnkwt 
B€ach,Rt.Hn.SiiMn.(l!risUil) 
Hegg.  Ferdinand  Fiutlifull 
Bomrwe,  Sir  Hunry  Howe 
iJentinck,  Lord  H«nrv  *'. 
Beresfortl,  Lord  <'liarle» 
liethell,  Commander 
Bhowna;4g^ree,  Sir  ^[,  M. 
Bidikitpb,  Michael 
Billiion,  Alfred 
BlakiBtun-HouHtdii,  John 
Bhindell,  Colonel  Henry 
ik)litbo,  Thomas  Bedford 
Ifend,  Edward 
Bonlnois,  Edninnd 
Broad bun*t,  Henry 
Brodnck,  Ut.  Him.  St.  John 
Brook  field,  A.  MontJigu 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Bryee,  KL  Hon.  James 
Brynier,  William  Ernest 
Billiard,  Sir  Harry  i 

Butcher,  Jolin  ileorge  ' 

Buxton,  Sydney  Cbarlen 
Caldwell,  James 
CamplielljU.Hn.J.A.(Glas.> 
CamplKjll-Bannnrman.  Sir  H, 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Cavendi^ih*  K.  F.  {S.  Lana^.) 
Cavendish.  V.  C.  W.  { Derbyah. ) 
Cawley,  Frederick  i 

Cayxer,  Sir  Charles  William     , 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford.  East) 
Ceeil,  Lord  Huj^h  (Greenwich)  i 
Chaloner,  Captain  B.  G.  W. 
Chamljerlain,  Ht.Hn.  J,{Birm,) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc*r.) 
Channing.  FVanciB  Allston 
Charrin^ton,  Spencer  | 

Chelsea,  Viseouni 
Clarke,  Sir  Ed,  (Plymoylh) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Tbos.  H.  A.  E.  : 
Coddington,  Sii  William  \ 

f>ghilL  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Loni^ 
Collingw,  Itu  Hon.  Jeswe 
Colston,  Chaf*.  Edw.  H.Athole  I 
Colvitlt,  John  J 
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<  "o i 1 1  p  ton ,  Lo nl  A 1  wy  nc 
Cooke,*'.  VV.Kadclitle(  HerofM) 
**o\,  IrAvin  Edw.  11  (Harrow) 
i  'rnnlKime,  Viwount 
Ciip^jB,  Charles  Alfred 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cm>on,  Vinconnt 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davie8,SirHoratioD.(Cbatirm 
DavieSjM,  Vanghan-  (Cardigan 
Denny,  Colonel 
Diekfeon-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dbraeli,  Conin^^^sby  Balph 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
Doufdaa,  Rt.  Hon.  A,  Aker»* 
Do X ford.  William  Theodore 
Duckworth,  James 
JJnnn,  Sir  William 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Kalph  Douglas 
FardeU,  Sir  T.  George 
Faniiibarj^on,  Dr.  Robert 
Fellowes,  lion.  Ailwyn  F]dw. 
Fergii.son,  IL  i\  M,  (Ijeiib) 
Fergn.s8on,Rt. Hn.Sir  J.  (Man) 
Finch,  George  H. 
F'inbiy,  Sir  Ho)ii^il  lUnnatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayet^ 
F'ison,  FVederick  William 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Rob.  Penrose- 
Fitznianrice.  Lord  F^dmond 
y  I  an  u  ery  .Sir  For  te.^c  ue 
Fletcher*  Sir  Henry 
1' lower,  Ernest 
l'olkestone»  Viscount 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  i  'o, 
Fry,  Lewis 
<  ledge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,  Hn.  A.G.H.  (City  Loml 
G  i  bbfl ,  H  on .  V  icary  (St.  A 1  bans ) 
Giles,  CliEulei^  T^'rrell 
(iladstone,  Ht.  lln.  Herl^rt  J. 
Goddard,  Daniel   Ford 
Gudfion,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Gold,  Cliarlet* 

i  lolds worthy,  Major- Gerieral 
Cinrdnn,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gornt,  Rt.  Hn   Sir  John  E. 
Gosciien,KtHnG.  J,  (St.  Geo's 
(ioschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  FMward  Alfred 
tiouriey,SirEdwartlTemperley 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Green,Walf  rd'D.  (Wedn*sVy) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. . 
Gant«r,  Colonel 
Gurdon,Sir  William  Brampton 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Halsey,  Thomas  FVederick 
Hamiiton,Kt.Hon.LordGeorge 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thoma.s  Leigh 
Harwo<»d,  (George 
Hatch,  Eme-st  Frederick  Geo. 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hoo,Charlei<Seale- 
H  ed  *  i  er\v  i  c  k  T  h  on  i  asC'  h  ar  1  e»  H 
H elder,  Augnatus 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hill.  Rt.  H  n.  A.  Stavelev(Sta!rji, 
Hill,  .Vrthur  (Down,  West) 


Hill,  Sir  EdwardStockl  Bristcd 
H  oa  re.  Ed  wBrod  i  ei  H  am  pstead 
1  Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwicn) 
Hobliou.^i",  Henry 
Holland, Hem.  Lionel  IL  (Bow) 
HoiTiby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  .Tolin 
Howard,  floseph 
Howell,  William  Tndor 
Hnbbard.  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hiimidireys'Osven,  Arthur  C. 
Hu  ten  in  son,  Capt,  G.  W.   G.- 
Hnlton,  John  (YorkF,,  N.R.) 
Jacoby,  JameH  Alfred 
Jebb,  *Ricliard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessel,  Capt,  Herbert  JVlerton 
■Johnson  - 1'  ergnson ,  J  abe/  Kd  w. 
John?*  tone.  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Jolliiie,  Hon.  H.  George 
Jone>4,  D.  BiTnmor  (Swansea) 
Kearley,  Hudson  K, 
Kenyon,  Jamen 
Kimber,  Hemy 
Kin*;,  Sir  Henry  Seymonr 
Kinloch,  Sir  .folm  George  S, 
Kitson,  Sir  Jamc8 
Knowlci^,  J.ee^ 
l^fone,  Alfrefl 
Lambert,  (ieorge 
Laurie,  Lieut.  General 
LawHon,  John  Cfrniit  (Vorks.) 
Lecky,  lU.  Hn.  William  E.  H. 
Lee.se.  Sir  J.  ¥.  (Accrington) 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Llewelyn,  Sir  D.-  (Swaiwea) 
Llo vd ^ (ieorge,  Dand 
LockwofMl,  Lt.Col.  A.  B. 
Loiler,  Goraltl  Walter  E. 
Long,  C*ol  C.  W.  (EvewbaiiH 
Long,  KL  Hon*  W.  (LiveriKJol) 
Lopes  Henry  Yanle  Buller 
Lonic,  Marquess  of 
Lough.  Thomas 
Lowe,  F'ranciH  William 
Lowther,  Rt  Hon.  J.  (Kt.itn 
Lowther,Kt.  Hn.JAV.(CiijnlMn 
LucnB-Shiidwtdl,  William 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonanl 
Lyttelt<>n,  Hon.  Alfred 
Jlaeartney,  W.  (i.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverocwl) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Arthiir,  Charles  (Liveq>ool) 
M'Calniont,  H.  L.  B.  <raml>«.) 
M^Iver,  Sir  L,  {Edinburgh,  AV.) 
M*Kiliop,  Janie« 
McLaren,  Charles  Benjamin 
Mannerss,  Lord  Edward  W,  J, 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lani^asbire) 
Mellor,RL  Hn.  J,  W.  (Yorks.) 
Melville,  Ikresford  Valentine 
Mendl,  Stginmuod  Ferdinand 
Mid  diem  ore,  J.  Tbrogniorton 
Mild  may,  F^irancie  Bingham 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  Jauie)< 
Montajju,  Sir  8,  (Whitechapel) 
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loon,  Kilward  Robert  Pacv 
Moorci  WiUiaiii  i Antrim,  N.) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F,  iMomn'thshi) 
i\iijraah, W Pritehai  d  { M erthy r 
Morley,  i1iarlt;s  { Brecong.li. ) 
Morton,  ArthnrH.  A.  ( Deptf  d) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
MoukcH,  John  Fletcher 
Mount,  Willi  ft  Hi  t:eor;j;e 
Murniy,  Kl  Hn.  A.  (i,  (IIuLc) 
Mnmiy,  Chsirlesii.  [<.*oventry) 
NewdiL^atet  Franck  Alexander 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Norton,  Ctipt.  Cet'il  William 
Nu&«ey,  Thomaa  Willans 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Neill  J  Hon,  RoUert  Torrene 
Orr- E win ^,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pan  It  on,  James  Mel  lor 
Pease,  Alfred  E-  (Ciev«>laiid) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Percy,  Earl 
Perke,  Robert  W^illiani 
Picrpoint,  Kobert 
liatt-  Higgine,  Frederick 
Pretyman,  Ernest  <  ieorjije 
Pryce-JoiieH,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvia.  Kobert 
Pym,  C.  (iuy 
t^uilter,  Hir  Catlibert 
liankin.  Sir  James 
liascli,  Major  Frederic  Tame 
Kei'kitt.  Harold  Jajiie^ 
lJicliard«oii^  J.  (Unrliam,  S.  E. ) 
Itichardfton,  ShT^  (Hartleii'l) 
Kid  ley,  UL  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
KitcMe,  KL  Hon,  Chas.  T. 


Kol>erU,  John  11.  (Denbighs.) 
KobertBon, Herbert  ( Hackney) 
Robin  son »  Hrooke 
liollit,  S4ir  Alliert  Kaye 
Hothi^ekilil,  Hon.  Lionel  Walter 
Round,  Jail t«» 
Royds,  Clement  Moiyneux 
Kukell,  T,  W.  iTyroiie) 
Rutherford,  Jolin 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Sanmei.  Harry  S.(LliiiehouHe) 
Samuel,  J.  (St<»cktan  on  Tees) 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Allien* 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Kiehard 
Scott,  Chas.  Prei*twicb(Leij;h) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henrv 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Bhaw,  Charles  Ed.  (Staffor^l) 
Sliaw,  Thomas  i  Hawick,  B,) 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  |Renfrew) 
Simeon,  Sir  Fiarrint^ton 
Sinclair,  Capt.  .h  (Forfarshire) 
Smith,  James  Parker  (L'n'rks) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spicer,  Albert 

Stanley,  Hon.   A.  tUrmskirk) 
Stanley,  Edward  J,  {Somerset) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.(  Lamlieth) 
St4i.nley,  Lord  (Lancashiie) 
Stevenson »  Francis  S. 
Stirlinj^'- Max  well,  Sir  J.  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Straehey,  Edward 
Stnrt,  Hon.  tlumpbrey  N, 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A»  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
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Thomas,  David  A.  (Merth3T> 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tolleniache,  Henry  James 
To  ml  in  son,  W,  E.  M  array 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philip» 
TriiKin,  Charleii  Emeat 
Cre,  Alexander 
Usbome,  Thomas 
Valentia,  Vbcount 
\' in  cent,  Col,  Sir  C.  E.  H. 
Wallace,  Kobert  (Perth) 
Walton,  Joseph  (Barnaley) 
Warr,  Aagustus  Frederick 
\A'edderbiu'n,  Sii'  William 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  John  L. 
Whit«ley,  Geoi^e  (Stockport) 
Witliams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Willi&ms,  Joseph  P.  •  ( Birm. ) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Go van) 
Wilson,  J»  W.  (Worces*e,  N.) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (Vorks.1 
WodehouacKt.Hn.E.K.iBath) 
Wolff,  Gu8tav  Wilhelm 
Woodall,  William 
W^ortley,  Rt,  Hon.  C.  B.  S.- 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Mai,  W.  H. 
Young,  Comm'nd'r  ( Berks,  E.) 
Younger,  William 
Yoxafl,  Jame^  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  ^Valr0nd  and 
Mr.  Anatruther. 


J 


Austin,  M,  (Limeriekp  W.) 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Dillon.  John 
Iloogan,  P.  C. 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Healy,  Thomas.  .1.  (Wexford) 
Lawflon,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
MacAl€«ae,  Daniel 


NOES, 

Milhee,  Kichartl 
Morris,  Samuel 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Rrien,  Patrick  (Kilkenuy) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Itoberts,  John  Rryn  fEdion) 
Steadnian,  William  Charles 


Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmenth    ,       O'Connor. 


I'ully,  Jasper 
AVilson,  H.  J.  (York,  \\\  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Woods,  Samuel 

Tkulers  for  thk  Noes— Mr 
Davitt     and     Mr.     James 


L  It©3olved,  Thai  tlio  thanks  of  this 
House  be  given  to  Major-Gcneral  Lord 
Kitchener  of  Khartoum,  G.C.B,, 
K.C.MA'.,  for  the  dif^tioguished  sl<ill  and 
ability  with  which  he  planned  d,m\  con- 
ducted the  campaign  on  the  Nile  of 
1896-7-8,  which  culminated  in  the  Battle 
of  Omduiman,  the  capture  of  Khartoum, 
and  the  overthrow  of  the  power  of  the 
Khalifa, 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed*— 

**  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  l)e  given 
to:— 

Major-GeDem!      Sir     Archibald      Hanter, 
K.C.B.,  D.S.O.  \ 

Major-General  Sir  Henry  MacLeod  Leslie 
Rtindle,  K.CB..  C.M.G.,  DVS.O,,  ILA.  ; 

Mai  or*  General  Sir  William  Forljca  Gatacre, 
K.C.B.,  D.S,0.  ; 


Major-General  the  Hon,  Neville  Gerald 
Lyttelton,  C.B.; 

Major  General  A.  G.  Wauchope,  CB., 
CM.(i.  ; 

Major  and  Brevet  Colonel  Sir  Francia 
Ueffinald   Winj^ate,   KX*.MJ;.,  C.B.,  D.S.O., 

II.  A.  ; 

Lieu  tenant- Colonel  and  Brevet  Colonel  C  J, 
Long,  H.A.  ; 

Major  and  Brevet  Colonel  J.  G.  Maxwell, 
D.S.d  ; 

Major  and  Brevet  Colonel  H.  A.  Mac- 
Donald.  D.S.O.  \ 

Lieutenant'Coloncl  D.  F-  Lewis,  C,B.  ; 

Major  and   Brei'et    Lieu  tenant*  Colonel 
CoUinaon,  C.B. ; 

Captain  C.  R,  Keppel,  C,B.,  D.S.O.,  E.N,  ; 

and  to  the  other  Office r!<  and  Warrant  Officers 
of  the  Navy,  the  British  and  the  Egyptian 
Army,  and  the  lioyal  Marines,  for  the  energy 
and  gallantry  with  which  they  executed  the 
aervicea  whiuh  they  were  called  upon  to  per- 
forni,'M^^'.  -E  jlB€i//oiu^] 
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Dr.  FAKQUHAKSON  :  I  abould  like  , 
to  direct  tho  attention  of  iha  House  to  an 
omission    in    this   list,   which,    from   my 
point   of  view,  is  important,  and   tu  be 
deeply   regretted.      \Vhile  I    appreciate 
the  services  of  the  distingiiiBhed  officers 
mentioned  in  the  Resolution,  1  do  not  see 
in    the    list    the    name   of    a    man    to 
whom    I    think   a  great    portion  of  the 
success  of  the  campaign  is  due,  namely, 
Surgeon-General      Taylor,      whose     dis- 
tinguished  and  admirable  conduct  of  the  ' 
medical  part   of  the  service  called  forth  i 
the  emphatic  admiration  of  his  chiel     I 
do  not  propose  to  move  anything,  but  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  raise  a  protest  against 
this  omission.     I  understand  there  is  no  , 
precedent  for   the   inclusion  of   medical , 
officers  in  such  a  vote  of  thanks  ;  but  I  | 
should  have  thought    the    House  might  | 
have   made    a   precedent.      I    hope   the 
omission  was   not  m<uio  in  deference  to 
tbc  foolish  bogie  about  combatants  and 
non-combatants.     There  was  a  notion  in 
the  old  days  that  the  officers  were  com-  ! 
batants,  but  that  the  medical  officers  were  \ 
not  80  ;  but  now  we  know  that  in  cam- 
paigns  the  doctui-s  are   called    upon    to  , 
expose  themselves    as   much    as,  if   not , 
more  than,  other  officers,  and  the  distinc- 
tion has    been  practically  abolished.      I 
hope  that  in  any   answer  that  may  be 
made  to  me  that  will  not  he  brought  up 
again-     It  is    practically  admitted    that 
success  in  modern  warfare  depends  largely 
on  engineering  skill  and  medical  science. 
I  know  that   Lord    Kitchener  would  be 
the   first  to  recognise  the  gieat  services 
rendered  by  the  medical  officers  through- 
out the  campaign  and  in  the  action  in 
Omdui-man,  for  in  his  despatch  he  gave 
a   noble    and   generous    tribute    to    the 
medical  officers.     His  lordship  said  : 

*'  The  iiie«Ucal  arrangeineuts  were  ho  ooii- 
<liict«*<l  an  to  iitlbril  the  iimxiinnui  of  comfurt 
with  the  mimmoiti  of  Muiferini;/" 

I  do  not  think  that  any  higher  compli- 
ment thnn  that  could  be  paid  by  u  com- 
manding officer.  Not  only  do  the  medical 
officers  take  a  full  share  in  the  risk  of 
battle,  but  when  the  actual  campaign  is 
over,  when  the  fighting  haa  terminated, 
and  the  other  officers  have  retired  to  their 
tents,  the  doctons'  work  iw  practically 
begiiming.  They  have  to  sit  up  long 
hours  treating  the  sick  and  the  suffering 
and  w  ounded  through  perils  and  dangers. 
We  should  nho  remember  that*  when  the 
buluiicc   work  is  over,    they  aw  fi-e- 


tjucntly  called  u|>un  to  tight  |>estdence, 
I  emphatieully  siiy  that  the  me<lieal  officers 
in  this  cHmjmign  accomplished  their  work 
with  skill,  bravery,  and  sueces*^,  under  a 
variety  of  the  most  tinpmmising  cor>di- 
tions,  and  I  express  my  disappointment 
that  the  name  of  not  one  of  these  medical 
office  1*8  appears  in  this  Motion.  It  is 
unfortunatCi  l>ccauso  by  a  wise  provision 
of  the  Seer e tit ry  for  War  medicjil  officei*;? 
have  now  1>ocn  given  definite  rank  ;  and 
it  is  a  great  misfortune,  when  their  ser- 
vices have  been  so  singularly  successful, 
and  w^hcn  it  is  important  that  our  Army 
Medical  Department  s^hould  l>e  made  more 
popular  in  the  medical  schools,  that  this 
recognition  was  not  given.  I  want  to 
know  why  this  inchision  was  not  made, 
and  I  hope  it  may  yet  be  done, 

*Mr,  DAVITT  ;  1  cannot  support  this 
Resolution  for  many  reasons.  First,  there 
is  no  expression  of  regret,  either  in  the 
terms  of  the  Motion  or  in  the  sjiccch  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleniari,  for  the  killing 
oi  the  wounded,  on  the  orders  of  these 
officers,  at  the  battle  of  Onidurman.  I 
feel  that  their  action  to\\aitls  helpless 
enemies  on  the  field  of  btttle  was]  a  dis- 
grace to  our  modern  civihsation,  and  yet 
we  are  asked,  lower  dowti  in  this  Kcsolu- 
tion,  to  declare  thai  the  conduct  of  the 
office i-H  and  men  in  this  respect  was 
worthy  of  admiration,  I  would  not  be 
an  Irishman  if  I  coidd  give  my  assent  for 
a  moment  to  the  laudatory  terms  of  the 
Motion  to  the  officers  and  men  to 
which  I  have  referred.  We  are  called 
upon  to  vote  this  thanks  for  the  mowing 
down  by  machinery  of  thonsiiiids  of  people 
who,  whatever  were  their  faults,  ne\'er 
intlicted  any  injury  or  injustice  upon  my 
country.  Hon.  Mcmbci-s  may  laugh,  but 
I  am  not  aware  that  they  have  e>  er  even 
thought  in  their  wildest  moments  of 
desert  wariarc  of  invatling  the  shoi-es  of 
England,  and  I  cannot  understand  how, 
for  the  killing  of  thousands  of  these 
people  by  machincr}'^  while  helpless  on 
the  field  of  battle,  ^ve  are  asked  now^  to 
give  these  officers  and  soldiers  this  meed 
of  praise.  Sir,  what  wore  the  casualties 
at  this  so-called  great  battle  of  Omdur- 
man  ?  What  was  the  real  bravery  for 
w^hich  this  Vote  is  to  be  given  1  1  find, 
according  to  the  statements  made  by 
correspondents  who  were  on  the  field  of 
battle,  that  there  w*ere  alx>ut  100  Anglo- 
Egyptian  soldiers  killed.  I  am  sorry- — ^ 
Sony  as  any  hon.  Member  opposite — for 


(COMMON 

ihti  fanjilitis  of  those  man  who  dietl  on  the 
field  of  battle  in  earmng  out  a  polirv  for 
which  thuy  were  not  resjKJiisiHe.  But  at 
t\w  siime  Lime  my  .symi>iithie«  ^o  out  to 
the  widows  and  chddren,  and  the  tens  of 
thoursaucis  »*f  the  poor  SondaueAe  who  lost 
at  that  liattle  their  hread-winners.  1  say 
that  the  loss  on  the  Anglo-Egyptian  side 
was  no  trivial  that  it  takes  away  altot^ethei" 
from  the  action  at  Omdurman  the 
character  of  a  real  hittle.  There  is  one 
regrettable  fact  about  this  whole  dis- 
cussion which  I  tleeply  regret,  and  that  is 
the  stndied  silence  of  the  .speakers  on 
lx)th  sides  *>f  the  Hoiisie  with  reference  tu 
the  flespeiate  bra\'ery  of  those  savage 
warriors  in  defence  of  their  country. 
Sir,  there  have  been  English  soldiers  and 


amm, 


English  sta teamen  who  were  not  ashamed 
in  this  House  to  bear  testimony  t^J  the 
bravery  and  courage  shown  by  their  foes 
on  the  battlefield.  T  say  it  detracts  from 
the  character  of  present-day  statesmen 
and  soldiers  that  not  a  single  man  was 
found  in  this  House  to  ]>vi\v  testinn>ny 
to  the  pluck  it  ml  courage  ui  these 
Soudanese  warnoi's,  which  was  recognised 
by  the  English  war  conespondcnts. 

Mm.  a.  J.  BiiLFOUK:  On  the  Vote 
to  Lonl  Kitchener,  I,  in  the  very  strongest 
way  J  paid  a  warm  tribute  to  tbe  extra- 
ordinary courage  of  the  Dervishes. 

Hon.  Memberh:  Withdraw. 


Mil  DAVITT:  1  at  once  withdraw.  1 
was  not  in  the  House  at  the  time,  I  regret 
to  say,  when  the  right  hon,  Gentleman 
spoke.  I  was  travelling  from  Belfast  in 
order  to  take  part  in  the  Division  against 
the  Vote  to  Lord  Kitchener.  Had  I 
heard  the  ri^jht  hon.  ticntleman  make  the 
8tatem«nl  1  would  have  cheered  it 
heartily »  because  1  must  recognise  that  no 
one,  so  far  as  my  experience  in  this 
House  goes,  is  ever  more  courteous 
and  generous  to  his  opponents  than 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Therefore, 
I  shall  pass  over  what  I  hiui  intended 
to  say  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
not  corrected  me  upon  that  one  point. 
But,  Sir,  what  was  the  conduct  of  the 
soldiers  in  the  Anglo-Kgyptian  army  as 
compared  with  the  bravery  and  heroism 
displayed  by  the  Dervishes  ?  I  do  not 
want  to  go  over  the  ground  travelled  the  I  Duncan 
other  nieht  by  some  hon.  IMcmbers  ;  I  do 
not  wish  to  bring  up  gruesome  details. 
But  we  do  know  that  the  Dervish  wounded 
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were  slaughtered  while  lying  helpless 
on  the  battlefield  at  Omdurman,  and  after 
this  horrible  slaughter  I  find,  from  the 
testimony  given  by  one  Corporal  Kawlin- 
son  in  a  letter  sent  to  his  relatives  in 
Wales,  and  published  in  the  M*tnnnfi 
Lntfitr  of  January  12,  189U,  that  the 
Soudanese  and  Egyptian  soldiers  went 
into  the  city  of  <  )radurman  and  slaughtered 
women  and  children.  (''Oh''')  Accord- 
ing to  this  corpora!  several  children  were 
tossed  on  the  Wyonets  of  Soudanes<^ 
soldiers  under  British  and  Egyptian 
ofiirers.  {**  Oh  ! '')  Well,  I  do  not  accuse 
hon.  Members  of  making  mockery  of  this 
-I  am  sin-e  they  would  protest  against 
this  as  much  as  I  do  :  their  jeering  so,  I 
understand,  signifies  that  they  do  not 
believe  thisstatenu^nt.  {Ministerial cheers.) 
Yes,  but  I  am  not  the  witness.  I  give 
yon  the  name  of  the  corporal  who  imwlo 
the  statement,  and,  to  his  credit  be  it 
said,  it  caused  a  feeling  of  uruitterable 
disgust  in  his  mind.  Well,  Sir,  we  are 
called  to  vote  praise  to  men  who  have  been 
cajmble  of  performing  acts  of  cowardly 
barbarism  of  this  kind.  Sir,  1  for  nne  will 
not  support  this  Motion.  I  oppose  it  as 
an  Irishman,  .simply  because  it  would  be 
impossible  for  me  to  ctrndone  in  any  way 
the  killing  of  helpless  wounded  foes  on 
the  battlefield  of  Omdurman,  or  to 
support  J  directly  or  indirectly,  the  con- 
duct of  Soudanese  and  Egyptian  soldiers 
under  the  orders  of  British  officers  in 
perpetrating  nameless  outrages  inside  the 
city  after  the  battle  was  over. 


♦MR.CHANN1NG  (Northamptonshiro, 
E.) :  It  is  with  the  utmost  reluctiince  and 
ordy  from  a  srnse  of  duty  that  any  one 
woidfi  enter  on  thi?  topics  raised  by  ray 
hon.  friend  the  MemWr  for  Mayo.  I 
cannot  bnt  think  that  the  point  might 
have  been  more  properly  raised  on  the 
next  Resolution,  that  relating  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  troops,  as  I  do  not  think  the 
otfieers  are  responsible  for  some  of  the 
things  that  occurred.  I  voted  against 
the  grant  to  Lord  Kitchener  on  Monday, 
not  because  I  did  not  recognise  hi« 
splendid  services  in  organising  the  Egyp- 
tian Army  and  in  carrying  out  the 
work  began  by  a  friend  of  mine  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  House,  whose  friend- 
ship I  much  valued — the  late  Colonel 
"^  We  are  gla*l  that  the  Egyptian 

Army  has  been  made  so  efiicient»  and 
recognise  the  splendid  services  of  Lord 
Kitcliener    and    of    the    ottieers    named 
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in     the     rtisohition     in     a^rryiug     out 
ihia  eanq>!ii^ii.     I.  fur  oiii.%  fuel  the  most 
jji'dfutijid  doubt  as  to  vUietbor  jiuy  jtiatiH- 
eatiotj   could   lie   otierrd    fur   the  charge 
that  k\uy  oHieer^  whether  Lord   Kitchener 
uf  Jill  ottiter  )icluw  him,  coidd  l»t'  found 
l^iiilty  i»f  liny  formal   order  or  uur  direct 
aiilhoriHjitiojtt    for    the    hutehery  of    the 
wiiiitrded  thai  oceurretl  after  the  battle. 
The   reasiou   why  I  ga\  e  my  Mite  against 
ihc   gi^ant   on    Monday,  and   the   reat^on 
why  1  feel  m  profonndly  on  thi^s  occasion, 
is  Vhat    I     do    think    it    is    a    nsitional 
duty    t":>    faee    snch    faetM    its    were    laid 
iMjfore    the    House    by    my    hon.    friend 
the    Mem}M.»r    for    the    lA'igli    Division  of 
Larieashiiv   on  Monday  night,  making  up 
a  iMjdy  of  eviilence  as  t*i  which  theix^  can 
l>o   no  donht,  to  which  no  answer  what- 
ever has  Ijcen  ^ven  in  these  deljates,  and 
which  is  not  seriounly  eliallengetl  hy  nny- 
otKs  making  it  eertain   that   terrihle   iiets 
were  committed  ot^  thait  liattlefiekl,  aial 
have  hern  eunnintted  again  and  agaiti  in 
these  Soudanese  csunpaigns.     T  do  think  it 
would    Ik?    ii    covvaixily  neglect   of    duly, 
while  ex|ircsHiiig  onr  wannest  thanks  t^D 
the  olficers  who    have    carried  out   their 
duty  nobly  and  etieetively,  if  we  were  not 
U)  nnike  an  ctlbrt  to  make  such  acts  a^  these 
inijKJSsible  in  the  future.     I  am  not  going 
into    the    cvidenee   atkhiced    by  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  the  Leigh  Division,  I 
hut  I   sh^juid   bke   to    recwl   a   few  woitls 
from  the  Wok   of    Major   I>e   Cosjsoti,    a 
distinguishec^    ottiecr    who   served    under 
8ir  Gerald  Graham  in  the   Smikim  Crttu- 
jKUgn  ir»   1885,    and,    ufion  these  speeifie 
|>oint«,  ask  the  First  Lcn^l  of  the  Tre^isnry 
whether    those    words  do   not  justify    us 
in    iusking    tluU    there    should    )j€    some 
further    irnjuiry     into    the     conduct     of 
tht^e  campaigns,  st>  that,  a.s  far  as  jiossihle, 
we    slnmkl    intr<xluee    the    jjrineiples    of 
Christianity    and    huniiuiity   into   every 
«let4ul  of  warfare  an  far  Wfi  p<w>sible.     \n 
his  lrt>ok  on  the  eam|jaigii  of  1885»  Major 
I>e  Cosson  says : 

*'  One  tliint:  han  trouMed  my  nua>l  tinich,  and 
titbit  l^  the  ktiii\vlt?<lgn  that  -?aiiie  uf  tlie  eniiiiiys 
wonnkleil  liavt!  Wen  nhot  in  tn»l<l  IiKmhI.  though 
\  coukl  siurcely  credit  it  \)i  English  troops  ; 
liut  it  WHM  untortuautely  too  true,  and  \  Wii>* 
tntd  by  those  i  roukl  not  doubt  that  thi^  MHtiie 
tiling  was  reiwattHl  dnrini^  tlie  MkirniiKhiw  \ni\\ 
tlie  i-onvoys  and  that  even  an  ofticer  ha4l  been 
-^etMJ  to  empty  bin  revolver  at  a  num  writli- 
in^  on  tbu  i^nrun*!.  It  \^  tno.Ht  iiainful  for  ine 
loalhuk- t^  the  ?*ubjwt>  bnt  I  <iu  kj  that  wo 
may  never  have  to  reproa*di  our^vlve^  with 
luiytbin^;  of  the  kind  aijain.'* 


And  thou  he  says  thai  in  acts  of  self- 
defence  the  killing  of  even  woimded  men 
who  attack  those  who  are  hving  may  l>e 
justiHable.  No  sane  man  could  dispute 
that  fact.     Then  he  goes  on  to  say  : 

"It  shoiibl  lr»e  the  eariie.Ht  enileavour  of 
eveiy  eivilise^l  Power  to  introchice  us  nuicVi 
burnanitv  i^  poHsibb'  liilo  its  ijeatinent  of  a 
fallen  ii^verstirv,  evi^n  tboiij*h  their  chivahT 
may  oceiif*ioRany  cost  a  life.  -  *  .  Such 
acts  fihonid  be  remlerocl  iniiio«><iV>le  by  the  most 
stringent  regalatlons  i>roniulgate*1  throuf^lioui 
the  len^tli  ami  breatllli  cjf  the  huid»  and  t  fwl 
that  it  IS  only  neeeHHary  toalhideto  the  matter 
for  the  reuie<iv  t«^  ^►e  found/' 


This  is  the  opiniun  of  a  British    officer 
whieb    CDutirms    the    view     I     have    laid 
beloix'  the  House,     It  may  be  urged   that 
it    is  impossible,  ami   that  the  wounded 
will  act  with  treachery,  but  I  would   ven- 
ture to  lay   before  the  House  the  remark- 
able   evidence    given    by    Mr.    Winston 
Chnrr;hill  as  to  the  way  in   which  Lord 
Tnllilianbne,  to  his  infinite  honour,  went 
am<ingthe  wouialed  and  gave  them  water, 
without  a  sijigle  one  of  them  seeking  to 
injure  liini.     I  m^y   that  that  is  a  proof 
that  if  yon  meet  these  poor  croattires  in  a 
Christian    and   generous    syiirit,    if    you 
coiivince  them  that  you    do    not    intend 
to   deny    them    rpiarter,  they    will    not 
inflict      any      injury  ;     anil      this      will 
prove    the    advisaldlity    of     intriHlueing 
a  higher  sUmdaitl  into  our  warfare  with 
them.     To  his  honour,  Lord   Kitchener, 
after  the  Iwittle  of  AtbanL,  gave  the  order 
that  if  the  enemy  would  throw  down  their 
arms  and  raise  their  hantls,  tliey  were  at 
oneo  to  lie  passed  through   the  ranks  to 
the  rear,  and  actually  some  of  these  men 
wore  enlisted  iti   Lord   Kiteheuer's  amiy 
and     loyally    sen^eil    at    the    l>fittle    of 
Omdurman.     That  shows  that   a  higher 
standani   of    warfaie  can   be   introduced 
into  these    eanifjaigns  by  treating  these 
savage    tribesmen     with     humanity.      1 
hope  the  opportunity  will   not  be  lost  of 
enforcing  that  lesson  upon  those  who  have 
the  conduct  of  these  campaigns    in  the 
future,   fio    that   the  horrible  events  on 
that    ghastly  field    of    Omdurman  shall 
never    be   repeated,   and    that    England 
will   not    tolerate    such    conduct  as   has 
V)een  complained  of  towaixis  the  wounded. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUE:  Before  dealing 
with  the  more  important  topic  raised,  and 
unfortiuuitely  raised,  by  the  hon.  Member 
who  has  just  spoken,  I  must  say  one  woni 


in  ay«wtir  to  the  liuiL  Mfmber  fur  Wost 
AberdeeiL  He  hjis  ie]>ro?iche<l  us  for-  rn>t 
hfiving  iiicliide<l,  in  thij  list  of  tlumv  who 
aj-e  thuiiked  hy  name,  some  mtmihcr  of 
that  gre^t  and  distinguished  profession  to 
which  he  belongs.  Sir^  I  can  assure  him 
that  this  omiaaion  does  not  indicate  on  our 
part  any  desire  to  miderrate  the  eminent 
services  rendered  in  war  a&  well  as  in 
peace  hy  the  medical  pi'ofes^ion.  But, 
Sir,  the  hon.  Clentleman  will  feel  with  me 
that  in  these  lists  of  name.s  you  must  have 
some  principle,  you  must  draw  a  line  in 
some  place,  and  it  is  inevitable  that  beyond 
that  line  there  will  be  names  of  men  whoso 
special  services  we  should  be  glad  to 
recognise.  On  that  principle  one  name 
that  I  personally  sliuuld  like  to  see  in  the 
list  is  that  of  Lieutenant  Girouard,  who 
did  such  distingiiished  sernce  in  organ- 
ising the  railway.  But,  Sii',  we  ha\'e  gone 
on  the  principle  that  you  should  not  go 
below  the  rank  of  general  of  brigade,  or 
some  rank  et|uivalcnt  to  that.  We  ha\e 
included  generals  of  divisions,  all  generals 
of  brigades,  naval  officers  commanding, 
and  commanding  fiflicers  of  artillery,  who 
practically  do  rank  as  generals  of  brigade, 
and  there  we  ha\e  stopped.  It  would  be 
impossible  to  atld  Lo  the  list  without 
making  it  enoimously,  inconveniently, 
and  impossilily  lengthy.  We  have  pro- 
ceeded as  near  as  wo  can  in  letter  and 
spirit  acconling  to  precedent,  and  while  1 
entirely  recognise  the  value  of  the  ser- 
vices of  many  departmental  officers,  with- 
out whose  ^issistancc  neither  this  nor  any 
exi^editiun  could  have  been  successfully 
conducted,  I  do  not  think  it  can  be  said  that 
we  cun\ey  any  sbgbt  upon  a  gi'eat  pro- 
fession, or  make  an  umission  which  W€ 
ought  to  have  avoided,  by  not  specially 
including  these  officers. 

I>n.  FAUQUllAPuSON:  May  1  point 
out  that  1  referred  tf»  the  name  and  rank 
of  Sm'geon-Major  Taylor  1 

Mr.  a.  X  BALFOUR:  Yes,  but  I  am 

not  talking  of  the  rank  in  the  Army  List; 
I  am  talking  of  the  actual  work  done  in 
the  field.  Some  of  it,  I  think,  was  done 
by  captains  and  majors,  but  on  the  field 
of  battle  tbey  had,  of  course,  the  practical 
rank  of  general  of  brigade.  Now,  Sir,  I 
leave  that  comparatively  uncontroversial 
topic  for  the  one  raised  by  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Mayo,  and  by  the 
lioit  Member  for  East  Nurthanipioualiii^c. 

Mr.  A*  J.  BaUmu\ 


The  Member  for  Mayo  does  not  profess, 
and  has  never  professed,  any  interest  for 
or  sympathy  with  British  soldiei^s,  the 
British  Army,  or  British  institationsv 
He  virtually  comes  hero,  I  had  almost 
said  as  an  enemy  of  our  couatry, 

Mr.  DAVITT  :  Of  the  Government  of 

Ireland. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  in  the 
least  wish  to  press  the  matter  too  far,  but 
the  hon.  Gentleman  has  with  perfect  can* 
dour — ^and  I  must  say  always  with  tact  and 
moderation,  considering  the  substance  of 
his  speeches,  for  the  form  of  his  speeches 
is  somewhat  in  contrast  to  their  occa- 
sional substance — he  has  always  let  us 
clearly  understand  that,  after  all,  a  British 
success  gave  him  no  satisfaction,  and  that 
a  British  reverse  would  not  break  his 
heart.  But,  Sir,  I  do  regret  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  should  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  cast  perfectly  iinw^arranted 
aspersions  on  the  character  for  honour 
and  humanity  of  British  officei-s,  I  am 
sure  that,  as  he  stated  that  British  otficers 
had  given  orders  that  the  wounded  should 
be  killed,  he  believes  it. 


Mr.  DAVITT :  I  believe  it  on  the 
testimony  of  Etvglishmen  who  were  on  the 
spot,  and  who  gave  their  evidence  in 
English  newspapers. 


Mil  a.  J.  B.U.FOUR:  Well,  I  tan 
assure  the  lion.  Gentleman  that  it  is  uiy 
hrm  belief  there  never  wa^  a  legend  more 
absolutely  devoiil  of  any  s[:»€cie8  *if 
foundatioiT,  and  I  do  not  believe  the  most 
tritical  examination  could  extract  a 
Bcintdla  of  evidence  showing  <%ny  con- 
dition of  things  sn  horrible  as  that  in  the 
story  tu  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  hiw 
too  easily  given  credence.  Then  he  was 
followed  by  tlie  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  East  Northamptonshire, 
whoee  speech  I  confess  I  liked  much  less 
than  that  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mayo.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Mayo  was  perfectly  frank  ;  he  spoke 
in  a  sense  and  in  a  degree,  as  I  indicated, 
as  an  enemy ;  he  spoke  plainly  and 
openly »  The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  East  Northamptonshire  thought  it 
desirable  and  appropriate  to  reatl  out 
some  story  of  what  happenc<l  in  1885,  and 
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he  told  us  that  it  is  our  business  to  sec 
thai   sucIj    proceedings    never    occurred 
again*     Of  course,  it  ia  our  business  to 
see  tlmt  the  laws  of  humanity  ai-e  pre- 
served»  in  war  as  well  as  in  peace.     No 
doubt  that  is  our  duty,   and  neither  wc 
iij  this  House  nor  the  generals  and  officers 
of    the  Army    have  ever   for  a   moment 
thought  it  was  not  a  duty  which   we  and 
they  should  earnestly  and  sedulously  pur-  ' 
sue.     But  to  suggest,  as  the  hon.  Gentle-  I 
man  the  Member  for  East  Northampton-  I 
shii-e   has  suggested,    that   our    soldiers  ' 
are  inhumane,  and  that  our  officers   do  j 
nothing  to  discourage  or  to  temper  their  j 
inhumanity,  is  tnily  to  put  a  libel  upon  a 
great  and  honourable  profession,  which, 
although  no  doubt  the  work  of  destruc-  ; 
tion  is  its  primary  business,  has  always  ' 
liad    the    ti*adition    of   cjirrying    out   its 
duties  in  a  nmnncr  as  consistent  with  the  , 
diminution    of    biuuan    sufforing    as    is  | 
pOBsililo. 

*MiL  CHANNINa:Tbc  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  wholly  misrepresented 
what  I  said.  I  quoted  a  well-known  and  ' 
very  distinguished  British  officer  who 
«erved  in  the  campaign  of  1885,  and  I 
gave  his  opinion  as  to  these  facts  rather  , 
than  my  own.  I  expressly  excluded,  in 
the  beginning  of  my  speech,  any  belief  in 
the  responsibility  of  the  ofiicers  for  the 
acts  which  unfortunately  took  place, 

Mr.  a.  j.  BALFOITR  :  I  can  assure 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  I  have  no  desire 
to  misrepresent  him.      I  judged  from  the 

rmeral  tone  and  tenour  of  his  speech.  If 
judged  him  unjustly,  I  am  sorry  for  it, 
and  I  am  glad  that  he  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  explaining  that  in  rising 
to  carry  out  what  he  justly  described  as 
a  most  painful  task  he  did  not,  at  all 
eventSp  intend  to  cast  a»iy  slur  on  the 
oJfioere  and  men  of  the  British  Army,  I 
have  only  one  word  more  to  say  about  this 
question  of  the  wounded.  I  believe 
the  whole  of  these  legends  have 
been  eiqiloded  by  a  multitude  and 
host  of  eye-witnesses.  But,  of  course,  it 
is  the  fact^ — nobody  has  ever  disguised 
it  or  pretended  to  disguise  it — that  there 
have  been  wounded  in  these  battles  who 
have,  though  wounded,  remained  com- 
batanta,  and,  being  combatants,  ha<l  to  be 
treated  as  combatants.  The  laws  of 
ciTiJiBed  warfare  are  sometimes  repre- 
sented aa  if  they  stated  that  the  wounded 
were  always  to  i>e  spnred,     Tlic  laws  of 


eiviliscfl  warfnre  arc  that  non-coml>atants 
are  alwavs  to  be  spared,  and  it  would  be 
impossible  to  carry  on  war  under  any 
principles  by  which  one  side  w^as  allowed 
to  fight  and  the  otht^r  side  had  its  hands 
tied  beliind  its  back.  Sir»  the  hon. 
GL-ntleiiian  tells  ns  that  bis  evidence 
goes  to  show  that  any  attempt  !o  help 
these  poor^  urifoitunute.  wounded  men  on 
the  field  of  battle  was  never  made  im- 
possible by  any  hostile  aetioti  on  ihcit* 
part. 

*Mr.  CHANNING  :  I  did  not  Sciy  that 
at  all;  I  said  that  Lord  Tulliimrdine's 
experience  showed  that  it  was  not  always 
the  case. 

Mr.  a.  j,  BALFOUR:  No,  it  cer- 
tiiinly  was  not  always  the  casc—I  quite 
grant  that.  But  that  is  not  the  point: 
the  point  is,  if  you  show,  as  I  am  uAi\  iw 
the  factj  that  there  w^^v^i  wounded  who 
had  to  be  killed,  were  they  ever  killed 
except  in  self-defence  1  A«  long  as  the 
wounded  are  combatants  they  initst  be 
treated  as  condiatants,  and,  disgiiLse  it  as 
wc  may»  that  is  the  inevitable  result  of 
war.  The  fact  that  in  civilised  battle 
such  incidents  are  never  heard  of  is 
l»eeause  in  civilised  liattle  a  woruided  man 
always  is  a  non-combatant.  For  my  qwii 
part,  I  think  the  humane  attempts  of  our 
men>  the  humane  and  persistent  attempts 
of  men  like  Lord  Tullibardine  and  others, 
to  carry  succour  and  assistance  to  these 
poor  wounded  soldiers,  though  they  knew 
that  in  doing  so  they  carried  their  lives 
in  their  hands  and  ran  the  risk  of  a 
treacherous  attack  from  the  very  men 
whom   they    attempted    to   assist,    speak 

I  volumes  for  the  huFuanity  of  that  Army 
which  hoTL  .Members  in  their  speeches 
have  so  cruelly  tradueed,  I  earnestly 
hope,  Sir,  under  these  circumstances,  that 

,  neither  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 

!  the  MenitM'i'  for  Mayo  nor  that  of  the 
hon.  Meml>cr  for  East  NortbampUmshire 

I  will  move  a  single  Gentleman  in  this 
House  to  al>stain  fi'om  recording  his  vote 
of  thanks  and   giving  his  assent  to   the 

i  resolution  which  you,  Sir,  ha^e  just  read 

'  from  the  Chair. 

Ma.  DILLON :   It  was  not  to  be  ex- 

Bicted  that  the  cause  we  advocate  in  this 
ouse  would  be  a  popular  one,  and  the 
most  we  can  ask  for,  and,  I  think,  have 
\  a    right    to    expect,  is   that   the    great 
majority  who  *re  lx)uud  to  vote  iii  favour 
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of  this  Resolution  n-ill  give  a  fair  hejiiing 
to  the  reply  to  the  speech  made  by  the 
I'ight  hoij.  Gentlenrnn.  Sir,  what  is  it 
that  lias  been  alleged  ?  And  what  is  the 
evidence  upon  wfiieh  the  charge  has  been 
made  I  It  has  not  l*ecn  alleged  by  any- 
one* as  tht^  right  hon.  (Icntleman  songht 
to  make  it  Hppear,  that  the  charge  ia 
made  against  the  whole  body  of  officers 
in  the  British  Army,  or  even  the  Egyptian 
Army.  Ko  such  charge  was  ever  made, 
and  when  the  right  hoo,  Geo  tie  man 
triumphantly  instanced  the  case  of  Lord 
TuUibardine  and  other  officers  who 
humanely,  and  unfjuestionably  at  the 
risk  of  their  lives,  offered  assistance 
to  some  of  those  wretched  wounded 
men,  he  undonbtedly  did  allude  to 
facts  which  reflected  infinite  credit 
on  Kord  TuUibardine  and  other  ofticers 
on  that  iX'casion.  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  they  acted  as  humane 
and  civilised  soldiers  ought  to  act.  The 
charge  has  not  been  made  by  Irishmen, 
but  })v  British  soldiers  and  othcers  who 
took  part  in  the  campaign  and  were  eye- 
witnesses,  according  to  their  statements, 
of  what  they  stated.  The  charge  that 
has  been  made  is,  substantially,  that  of 
the  16,000  men  estimated  to  be  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Omdurman  the  great  ma- 
jority were  ruthlessly  slaughtered  after 
the  battle.  (**  Oh  !'')  Of  course  I  am  no 
eye-witness.  I  have  no  knowledge— diil 
I  ever  pretend  to  have  any  knowledge  I 
—of  these  unhappy  things,  except  what 
I  derive,  in  eommon  with  the  public  of 
this  country,  from  the  evirlencc  aftbrdod 
by  the  letters  of  British  soldiers  and  i»fli- 
eers  published  in  the  newspapers,  anrl  the 
evideneeof  military  correspondents.  The 
right  hntu  Gentleman  did  not  seek  to  deny 
for  a  moment  that  a  great  many  of  the 
wounded  were  slaughtered.  Everybody 
who  is  not  a  fool  admits  that  «>n  a  field 
of  battle,  particularly  when  engaged  in 
war  with  such  people  as  the  Dervishes^ 
a  certain  number  of  the  wounded  have  to 
be  killed.  But  my  conviction  is  that 
ceitainly  the  Soudanese — to  an  enormous 
extent,  and  to  a  much  less  extent  the 
British  troops — went  out  of  their  way  to 
seek  the  wounded  and  kill  them.  Now  I 
have  the  strongest  objection  to  this  Tve so- 
lution because  it  includes  an  expression 
of  thanks  to  the  Soudanese  troopt^.  Sir, 
I  have  read  with  nnich  interest 
an  article  wntton  on  the  sul>ject  by 
Major-General     Oatiicre.       That     officer 


ami  most  successfully  conducted  the 
operations  against  the  plague  in  India, 
and  it  was  only  w^hen  he  was  re- 
moved in  the  ordinary  coui^c  of  duty  that 
difficult ies  arose.  I  am  informed  that  he 
is  an  extremely  himianc  man,  and  a  man 
who  undoubtedly^  has  had  great  ex* 
perience  of  savage  warfare.  He,  ver>' 
naturally,  ilcfends  the  British  officers, 
but  in  the  course  of  his  article  he  does 
not  attempt  to  deny  that  the  Soudanese 
did  commit  most  painful  atrocities  ;  and» 
after  all,  it  must  lie  remembered  that  we 
have  the  authoiity  of  Gonlon  him- 
self, who  had  a  long  experieneeof  wars  in 
the  Soudan,  that  it  was  a  fixed  practice  to 
give  no  quarter  on  either  side.  It  is  not 
very  mueh  to  be  wondered  at  that 
the  Eg}^ptian  troops  did  commit  dreadful 
atrocities,  all  the  more,  perhaps,  because 
several  tribes  had  old  scores  to  wi[>e  off* 
What  1  object  to  in  this  Resolution  is 
that,  without  any  expression  of  regret 
from  the  Government,  without  any  pro* 
mise  of  inquiry  to  satisfy  the  conscieneo 
of  this  countr}^  and  without  any  indica- 
tion that  there  is  even  a  doubt  as  to  the 
transactions  wnth  reference  to  the 
wounded,  we  are  called  upon  to  vote 
the  thanks  of  this  House,  not  only  to 
the  British  troops,  but  also  to  the 
Soudanese  and  Egyptian  troops  —  the 
foi'ces  of  a  foreign  country.  Under 
those  circumstances  I,  for  one,  will 
vote  against  this  llesolution.  The 
right  hoij.  Gentleman  endeavoured  to 
make  the  case  against  my  hon.  fiieiul  the 
Member  for  South  Mayo  that  he  sjxjke 
<in  this  question  as  an  enemy  of  the 
British  power,  aiul  that  he  would  rejoice 
in  a  British  defeat  if  it  cx^'curred  ;  lait  I 
have  endeavoured  t*»  adth-ess  myself  to 
the  question  .simply  from  the  point  of 
view  of  humanity,  whatever  my  feelings 
towards  Briti.Hh  power  may  lie.  It  may 
be — 1  think  it  is^ — that  from  the  peculiar 
position  we  Irish  Memiiers  bold  in  this 
House     we     are    the     most     imi: 


served     foi^ 
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India, 


[Laughter.]  1\>  you  pretend  to  l>e  im- 
partial 1  You  know  perfectly  well  you 
are  not.  It  is  very  hard  for  Englishmen 
to  sit  in  judgment  on  their  own  victorious 
officers  and  troops,  and  to  have  any  con- 
sideration for  their  defeated  enemy.  You 
are  not  *|uitc  so  generous  a  people  as  that» 
and  it  is  therefore  no  harm  that  there 
sbouhl  be  men  in  this  House  wiio  can  feel 
even  for  those  savage  tril>es,  who  are 
Gixl's  creatures,  and  have  a  right  to,  at 
least,  humane  and  merciful  treatment,  jind 
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to  lie  looked  ujiou  as  hnniaii  Iteitigs,  and 
not  as  riiixioUH  jinittuiU,  as  thosi'  who  are 
sent  to  fight  them  too  oftcr*  come  to 
regni^l  thrni,  I  wish  that  tho  effect  of 
this  dcWte  and  the  delmt*  on  Monday 
will  He  to  miMienit*^  tind  temjKM'  the 
saviigery  of  war.  AlthouHfli  tliis  is  mi 
II  t^HAliy  difterent  biivrich  <jf  lln^  suhjeet, 
I  desire  also  to  siip|>on  the  eoiiten- 
tion  put  forwanl  l*y  t!ie  hon.  INUnnher 
for  West  AlRmleenshire,  Wliy  .should 
not  the  names  of  the  officers  of  mercy  w  ho 
accompany  tlie  army  be  joined  in  the 
vote  ot  thanks  to  the  combatant  oilieera  ? 
It  would  be  a  good  thing,  if  these  votes  of 
thanks  are  to  be  passed  at  all,  that  they 
should  include  the  names  of  Bomc  men 
whose  doty  it  was  to  save  life,  while 
thanking  those  whose  duty  k  was  to 
destroy  life  ;  and,  helon2;ing  myself  to  the 
same  profession,  I  desire  to  eoncui'  en- 
tirely with  the  %^iew  of  the  lion.  Member 
that  these  votes  should  record  the  names 
of  representatives  of  the  healing  and 
merciful  side  of  war,  mid  thai  we  should 
register  our  conviction  that,  while  war 
may  be  necessary,  yet  it  is  to  civil ieed 
nations,  or  ought  to  bei  a  horrible  e^il, 
and  that  the  moment  victory  is  won  it 
ought  to  bo  the  duty  of  every  soldier  to 
help  to  succour  and  assuage  the  aufferings 
of  those  who  have  fallen  by  the  strength 
of  his  right  arm. 

Majok  RASCH  (f]ssex,8.E.):  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  see  for  what  section  of  the  pubUc 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ikst  Northampton- 
shire holds  his  brief.  It  seems  to  me  that 
they  arc  the  people  who  in  the  last  century 
would  have  prosecutefl  AN'arren  Hastings 
ami  Clyde,  who  twenty  years  ago  would 
have  attacked  General  Eyie,  and  Jater,  the 
men  who  won  liho^lesia  for  the  British 
Empire*  They  are  the  people  who 
always  find  Englishmen  in  the  wrong  all 
over  the  world,  and  find  foreigners  right. 
They  have  friends  in  every  country  in 
which  this  nation  has  enemies.  They  are 
the  people  who  wish  to  support ^  ami  did 
support,  the  reverend  gentleman  who 
talked  at  the  Ckinference  at  Birmingham 
about  the  **  (ilthy  ragb  of  Imperial  policy/' 
They  rejoice  in  the  name  of  "Little 
Englatulers  '  ;  all  the  same  they  do  not 
disdain  the  use  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  when  they  want  to  bolster  up  a 
politic^d  piirty  in  the  country.  They  sent 
(jordon  to  Khartoum,  and  deserted  him 
when  he  got  thcte.  They  serit  T.onl 
Wolseley  up  the  Nile,  and  when  he  came 
back  tbey  had  very  little  thanks  for  him. 


They  were  ready  to  use  the  Sirdar,  but 
having  used  him  they  throw  him  away 
like  a  squeezed  orange.  All  1  can  say  is 
1  hope  the  hon.  Member  for  East  North- 
amptonshire  will  take  a  division  ;  if  he 
does  he  will  probably  have  a  greater 
record  thari  even  that  acbieveil  by  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  King's  Lynn 
the  other  night. 

*Mr,  H.  J.  WILSON  (York  W.  K., 
Holm  firth) :  I  desire  to  make  an  appeal  to 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  There 
are  two  things  about  which  we  are  all 
agreed — one  is  the  bravery  of  the  English 
oHicera  and  soldiers  wherever  they  are, 
and  the  other  that  the  vast  majority  of 
them  arc  naturally  humane  men.  Not- 
withstanding what  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  has  said»  I  want  to  put  it  to 
him  that  all  the  stories  referred  to  have 
not  been  exploded.  I  desire  to  support 
the  appeal  of  my  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Efist  Northamptonshire  (who  does 
not  deserve  the  language  which  has  been 
applied  to  him)  that  there  ought  to  be 
searching  investigation  into  the  matter. 
The  proceedings  of  forteen  years  ago, 
which  have  been  referred  to,  throw  a 
great  Hght  on  this  question,  because 
the  misbehaviour  of  the  black  troops 
then  should  show  that  these  events 
were  not  unforeseen.  If  not  unforeseen, 
precautions  ought  to  be  taken  against 
them  ;  and  if  such  precautioTis  Avere  not 
tiiken,  how  then  can  we  support  this  vote  of 
thanks  ?  I  have  here  an  account  worse  than 
anything  that  has  yet  been  read.  It 
bears  every  evidence  of  authenticity,  and  it 
shows  how  officers  were  im|»licated.  I  will 
not  read  it,  but  I  wiU  take  the  liberty  of 
sending  it  to  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  irj  support  of  the  plea  of  my 
hon.  friend.  I  can  assure  him  that  nobody 
would  be  more  thankful  than  we  shotdd 
if  these  stories  could  be  entirely  refuted  ; 
but  if  these  methods  of  war  are  considerei I 
necessary,  let  us  know  who  says  so,  and 
in  any  case  let  us  know  w^hat  has  been 
done  and  who  is  responsible.  Until  this 
has  been  done  I  am  obliged  to  vote,  by 
my  conscience,  against  all  the  Resolutions 
except  the  hist. 

Mii.  BHYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eition):  It  may  appear  somewhat 
ungracious  to  vote  against  this  resolution, 
and  1  desire  to  explain  w^hy  I  am  com- 
pelled to  do  so.  In  the  first  place,  I  have 
all  along  felt  strongly  opposed  to  the 
passing,  in  modern  times,  of  resolutions  of 
I  this  kind  after  every  sort  of  campaign.     I 
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had  almost  said  that  this  was  i\  prostitu- 
tioTi  i>f  t!ie  usages  and  functions  of  this 
House.  I  do  not  think  that  "profititution*' 
is  the  correct  word^it  is  too  strong  a 
term  ;but  I  do  think  tkat  we  are  passing 
t h ese  re5< tint i oi is  ou  v e ry  rn n ch  I oo  t ri \ in  1 
occa-sions.  It  is  fur  hotter  we  should  refers  e 
them  for  some  great  occasion.  This  E louse 
formerly  never  dreamt  of  passing  a  reso- 
lution of  this  kind  except  on  an  occasion, 
such  as  ^\'atcrloo  or  Trafalgar,  which 
was  effuivalent  to  the  saving  of  the 
Empire.  Then  the  thanks  of  the 
House  were  given,  and  so  important  was 
it  regarded  that  history  recorded  the  fact 


the  order  was  gi%'en  ih&t  nil  the  wonfuld 
DervisbeR  were  to  l»e  wUut  or  bayonetett" 
A  private  in  the  t2nd  Fusiliers  says  that 
the  otxler  was  conveyed  to  bayonet  every- 
one, dead  or  alive.  General  Gatiicre  and 
Lurd  Kitchener  have  denied  that  any 
suc)i  order  was  given,  and  I  accept  their  j 
deinal  hut  some  in*|niry  ought  to  be 
made  iis  to  how  came  such  an  impre^ion 
to  Ije  so  general  among  the  tr<x>ps.  Until 
some  inquiry  is  made  and  the  character 
of  our  men  completely  cleared,  I  certainly 
will  not  Join  in  this  Vote  of  thanks. 

^Mr.  lees  KN0\\T.ES  (Salfoi-d,  W.) 
I  have  received  a  letter  which  appears  to 


as  exceptional.  But  now  every  small ,  mc  to  be  a  complete  answer  to  the  stat«- 
campaign,  if  it  happens  to  be  successful  j  ment  which  has  been  made  by  the  hoii- 
—and  it  always  is     is  brought  before  this  |  Members  opposite.  It  will  be  remembered 


House,  and  we  have  a  peerage  given  for 
sueh  a  matter  as  the  bomnarument  of 
Alexandria.  I  object  altogether  to  that ; 
we  ought  not  to  throw  away  sueh  an 
important  honour,  imt],  of  course,  it 
lessons  the  honour  when  it  is  given  on 
every  occ^ision.  Suppose  we  were  engaged 
in  war  with  a  European  Power,  with  an 
army  equal  iii  numbers  to  our  own  and 
ecjuaUy  equipped ;  suppose  we  won  a 
brilliant  victory,  winch  saved  the  reputa- 
tion and  possibly  the  existence  of  this 
country,  what  honour  would  there  be  left 
for  the  General  who  achieved  such  a  feat  ? 
None,  except  to  persuade  the  reigning 
monarch  to  go  on  his  bended  knees  and 
hand  over  his  crown.  1  am  unwilling  to 
believe  the  stories  of  cruelty  on  the  part  of 


that  two  foreign  military  attaches  accom- 
panied the  Anglo-Egyptian  Army.  One 
represented  Gerraany^  and  he  wrote  a 
letter,  which  appeared  in  Hir  Titur.'i  on 
the  IGth  nf  January,  refuting  these 
calumnies.  The  other^  Major  Luigi  Cal* 
derari,  represented  the  great  military 
nation  of  Italy.  Last  December  I  hml 
the  honotu'  of  meeting  him  a  few  days 
after  his  return  from  the  Soudan,  and  he 
was  full  of  prai.se  of  our  magruficent 
Anglo-Egyptian  Army,  He  had  been  with 
the  8tafl',  and  therefore  in  a  position  to  be 
able  to  see  everything  that  went  on.  He 
subsequently  wrote  me  the  following 
letter,  which  I  read  in  the  House  on 
Monday  night,  but  as  many  hon.  Members 
were     not     then    present    it     may    be 


'*Caserta*  Folinmry  28th,  1899. 
*'  Dear  Mr.  Leen  Kiiowki?,— I  am  very  glad  to 


our  ofiScers  and  men  ;  but  we  must  bear  in  I  desirable  to  read  it  again  : — 

mind  that  English   officers  and  men  have 

the  weaknesses  of   humanity,  and   they  | 

may,  on   occasion,   in   the   excitement  of  l  have  an  opportunity  to  put  in  witing  what  I 

-   "^  •  *-  ......  Rtated  to  you  verbftlly  m  Milan  as  to  the  man^ 

ner  ill  whieh  the  Dervi*«h  ]>risonei^  at  the  battle 
of  Onidurman  were  treat^,  and  to  deny  in  the 


the  moment,  have  allowed  their  feelings 
to  carry  them  further  than  they  ought. 
But  where  we  find  letters  published  in 
the  local  Press  from  private  soldiers,  in 
which  the  names  of  the  men  are  given, 
and  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  wounded 
w^ere  killed,  and  that  it  was  ilone  by 
nrder,  it  is  a  very  serious  thing  indeed.  I 
tlo  not  believe  for  a  moment  that  it  was 
done  by  order,  but  these  men  were 
evidently  under  the  impression  that  it 
wai.  A  private  in  the  Ijancaahire  Fusi- 
liers writes  : 

"  As  we  advanced  we  were  ordered  to  kill 
all  the  wounded  we  met,"' 

A  corporal  of  the  Gremdier  Guards  writes : 
**  We  had  to  march  with  orders  to  kill  all." 

A  soldier  who  was  present  at  the  battle 

writes  : 
**  The  ground  was  strewn  with  bodies,  and 


most  absolute  way  that  any  cnielty  was  prac- 
tilled  toward*^  the  |)rij*oner8*  I  rode  on  the 
field  of  battle  in  various  directions,  and  every- 
where  I  naw  hundreds  of  wounded  lying 
alive,  notwithMtandinjjj  that  the  ground'had 
already  been  traversed  by  the  AnijrlO'Etryptian 
troops*  I  happened  to  l>e  for  a  while  at  the  lead 
of  the  troops  in  their  a<lvniice  aft^r  the  attack 
on  the  zariba  had  been  rttptil^ed,  and  then  again 
I  W&8  able  to  convince  myself  that  the  wounded 
were  not  in  any  way  iiiolested.  If  an  i»cca- 
sional  wounded  man  was  killed  it  was  only  in 
le^tinmt«  defence,  becau&e,  as  is  well  known, 
it  IS  a  en»tom  with  these  peoples  to  pretend  to 
be  dead  and  then  t4>fir9>  on  the  enemy  as  he 
pasies,  or,  worse  stilb  to  ask  for  wat«r  and 
help,  and  then  treacherously  to  kill  those  who 
are  succouring  them.  1  do  not  write  these 
things  in  order  to  defend  Lord  Kitchener:  he 
is  so  far  above  such  accusations  that  merely  to 
waste  word»  in  denying  them  would  be  an 
insult  to  him,  I  can  only  repeat  tlmt  I  am 
very  happy  that  an  opportunity  |>r«^nta  iteelf 
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I  for  me  to  give  a  denial  to  statements  wbii-h  are 
I  untrue.     It  was,  miireiiver,  my  duty  tu  ilo  ho» 
€8(>ecia]ly  as  mo  me    (t^lian   newfupa^erH   liave 
copied  and  republbhed  such  statements. 
"  Believe  me,  etc.^  etc.,  etc., 

**  LuiGi  Calderari.*'      I 

That,    T    think,  is  an    important    letter,  I 
I  and  adds  considerably  towards  the  refuta- 


tion of  these  calumnies.  Coming  from  a 
foreigner,  it  may  be  appreciated  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  from  Ireland. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  ;  Ayes,  347  ;  noes 
18.    (Division  List,  No.  179.) 
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Acland-Hood,  Capt.  S^ir  A.  F. 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allep,W.(Newc.  under  LyiiieJ 
Allhasen,  Au^stus  Htinry  E. 
Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Anson,  Sir  William  Heynell 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Aacroft^  Robert 
Aahton,  Thomas  Gair 
Asqu'th,  Kt.  Hun.  Herbert  H. 
Atberley-Jones.  L. 
Atkinson,  Ht.  Hon.  John 
Att-'tin,  Sir  John  (Vorkdhire) 
llagot,  rapt.  J.  FitzHoy 
Bailey,  Jamen  (Wal  worth) 
Bftillie,  Ja«.  E.  B.  (InvernesH)  i 
Haird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarren,  Lord 
Baldwin,  Alfrml 
Halfour,  KLHn.A.J.(!Mancb'r| 
Balfour,  Kt.Hon.G.W.tLeedx) 
Banbury,  Frtderie  George        i 
Barnes,  Freileric  Gorell 
Barry,  KL  Hn.A.H;S.'(HuDta)  i 
liartley,  George  <  *.  T, 
liarton,  DiinWr  Plunket 
Beach,  Ht.Hn,SirM.H,airi8tol 
Beach,  W.  W.  Hrams»ton<  Hantsi) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  G.  U, 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bern  rose,  Sir  Henry  Howe        i 
Bentinek,  Lord  Henrj^  V, 
liereaford.  Lord  Gharlea  i 

Beth  el  I,  Commander 
Bho^  naj;gree.  Sir  M.  M, 
BiOson,  Alfred  ! 

Birrell,  Augustine 
Blakiatnii- Houston,  Juhn 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
liolitbo,  Thoriia?*  Bedford 
Bond,  Edward 
Boulnoi^t  Edmund 
Bowle8,Capt,H.F.(  Middlesex) 
Broadhnrst,  Henry 
Brodrick,  Kt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Hrookfield.  A.  Montai^u 
Bryce,  Kt.  Hon.  JameH 
Brymer,  W'illiani  Ernest 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybiirn 
Ballard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  Janiei* 
CanipbelKHt.  Hn.  JA(Glajgow 
CamnbelbBannernian,  Sir  H. 
CJarlile,  William  Walter 
Carbon,  Kt-  Hon.  Edward 
Cauf^ton,  Richard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederi*  k 
f/ayxer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lord  H  ugh  (G reeuwich ) 
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Cbttloner,  Capt,  R.  G.  \\\ 
Chamberlain,  Rt  Hn  J  (Birm.) 
Cham ber! ain,  J  A  uste n ( Wore ' r 
!•  banning,  Francia  Allston 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charring  ton,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clougb,  Walter  Owen 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H,  A.  E. 
Coddington,  Sir  WDliam 
CoghLll,  Douglas  Harry 
Con  en,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collingg,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesae 
Colaton,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  A  thole 
Culville,  John 
Compton,  Lorii  Alvvyne 
Cooke,UW.Kadclit!e(Hererd) 
(-XI  r  be  1 1,  A .  C  am  eron  { G  lawgo  w ) 
Cox,  hwin  Ed.  B.  (Harrow) 
Cranborne,  Viscount- 
C ri p ps,  CI sitrleA  A 1  f  red 
Crouibie,  John  WilltHm 
Cros^,  Herb.  Shepherd( Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Cu  rzon,  V^  iscou  n  t 
Dalkeith,  Eiirl  of 
Dalrj'mple,  Sir  Charles 
Dalztel,  James  Henry 
f>avies,SirHnratioD.  (Chatham 
Davies,  M .  Van ghan  (Cardigan 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dicki^on-  Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralj>h 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Ed. 
Doughty,  ( reorge 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Duncombc.  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Doughis 
hirdellSir  T.  (ieorge  , 

Faninharson,  Dr.  Kobert 
Felluwes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Ferguson,  R,  i\  Munro  (T^ith) 
Fergusson  Jit.  Hn.  Sir  J.  t  M  an . ) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Fin  lay,  Sir  Kobt.  Bannatyne 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fitztierald,  Sir  Rbt.  Penrose- 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Ednjond      j 
FitzWygrani,  General  Sir  F,    | 
Flower,  Em  est 
Folketftune,  Viacount 
Forster,  Henry  William  ' 

Foeter,  Colonel  [Lancaster)       i 
Foster,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co.) 
Fry,  Lewis  ' 

Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gihb»,Hn.A.G.H.  (C.  of  Lon.) 
GibbB,  Hon.  V.  (St,  Albanaj 
Gilea,  Charles  Tyrrell 

Series.]  ^ 


(iilliat,  John  Saunders 
Gladstone,  lU.  Hon.  H,  J. 
Goddanl,  Daniel  Ford 
rJod.Hon,  Sir  Augustus  F. 
(Toldsworthy,  Major* leneral 
IJordon,  Htm.  John  FMward 
(iorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
*  rose  hen,  HtHnG  J(StG©orge'9) 
Goachen,  (ieorge  J.  (Suasex) 
tloulding,  Edward  Alfrotl 
Gourley,  Sir  Edward  T. 
Graham,  Henry  Kobert 
Green,  W  D.  (\\'eilnesbury) 
Greene,  W.  R,-  (Cambs.) 
t  J  ret  ton,  John 
(irilfith,  EIILh  J. 
Gunter,  Colonel 
(Jurdon^  Sir  William  B. 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Hall  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
HalHey,  Thoma?*  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  G. 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  I'honias  Leigh 
Hatch,  Ivmest  Frederick  Geo. 
HayjiCi  Kt.  H  on.  CharlesSearle* 
Heath.  James 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
H  elder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Herm on  Hodge,  Kobert  T. 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hill,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  S.  (Staffs) 
Hill,  Sir  Edward  S.  (Bristol) 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  (Flanipstead) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse.  Henry 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  K.{Bow) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Hon  Ida  worth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tmlor 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  Henry  C. 
Hubbard,  Hon,  Evelyn 
Hu^lie5»,  Colonel  Edwin 
HiUchiiiPon,  Capt.  G,  W.Grice- 
Hutton.  John  (Yorks,  N.  R.) 
Jackson,  Rt.Hon.W^ra.Lawiea 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
J  ebb,  Kichard  Claverhouse 
Job  nson  -  Fe  rguson,  J  abez  Ed  w^. 
Johnstone.  Hevwood  (Sussex) 
J  oil  life,  Hon  H.  Geor^^e 
Kay  Sbuttleworth.RtHnSirU. 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kenyon,  James 
Keswick,  William 
Kim  ber,  Henry 
King.  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
KinK>ch,SirJohnGeorgeSniyth 
Kitsun,  Sir  James 
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Knowles,  l^ees 
Lafone.  Alfred 
l-iainbert,  Ueorgc 
! iaiirie,  Lieut.  4 ; eneral 
LawroDt»e,  Woi.  F.  (Liverjiool) 
Lawfion,  »)cjhn  « J  rant  |Vorks. } 
Lecky^Kt.Hn.WimamKdw.H. 
Lees,  Sir  ElliuLt  ( iUrkenheaii) 
Leigbton,  Stanley 
Letjg^  Sir^rolin 
Lewis,  Jolin  Herbert 
Lie  vvelyiiSirDillwyTH  Swansea 
L(jckw(>D<l,  Lt--<'ol.  A.  IL 
Lodei,  tlerald  Walter  Erskine 
hou  gtCol.  C  h  arl  e*  W^  E  v  es  ha  m 
Longjtt. Hn.  Walter { Liver|j'l 
Lopei^,  Henry  Yarde  IJuller 
Lome,  >larqu.esj<  of 
Lowe.  FrancU  William 
Lowther,  lit.  Hik  J.  (Kent) 
Lubbock,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  ploliri 
LucaS'S  bad  well,  WitUaiii 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Lvtteltun,  Hon.   Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  (L  Ellifion 
Macdona.  dolip  t'limuiinig 
Maclver,  David  tLiverpoi>l) 
Maclure.  Sir  .b>bu  Williini 
M'Artbur,  rharlesi Liverpool)  ; 
M'Artliur,  William  t( 'ore wall 
M-raliQOQLH.  L.  15.  (rambs, ) 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  (Edinbnrgli,  W) 
:\LKeuna,  Keginabl 
M'Killiip,  d.ames 
M'l^aren,  Charles  Heniauun 
I\la|»Ie.  Sir  John  lUundell 
Miiupin,  >*ir  Frederick  T. 
Mel  hi  r.  (ohm  el  (Laucashirt*) 
Melli.r,  Ut.  I  hi.  J.  W.iVurks. 
Melville,  Be  res  ford  Valentine 
Mendb  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
MixbUemore,  John  T, 
Milbank,  Sir  PowlettChas-  tL 
Mil  ward,  f'olonel  Victor  | 

Monk,  diaries  James 
Mout%'n.  Sir  S.  (Whitechapel 
Moon,  Edwanl  liobert  Facv 
Motjrc,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  iMnnm'tbsh.) 
:^lorgan,  W.  1'.  (Merthyr) 
MnrU'fJ,  Arthur  H.A.  <f>eptfd 
Moultou,  John  Fletrlier 
Mnntz,  Pbilip  A* 
Murray,  Kt.  Hon.  A,  ii.  (Ikite) 
Murray,  I'harles  J.  (( 'oven try  y 


Newdig0.te,  Francis  Alexander  \ 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nus?sey,  Thomas  Willans 
Ohlroyd,  Mark  ! 

crNeill,  H.  Robert  Torrens      | 
Parkes,  Fll>e.nezer  j 

Paul  ton,  Jame.H  Mellor 
Pease,  A.  E.  (<  leveland)  I 

Peaae,  H.  Pike  tOarlincfcon) 
Pease,  Josepb  A.tNorthurak)  I 
Fender,  Sir  JanieH  j 

Penn,  violin 
Percy,  Earl 

Perks,  Robert  William 
Pierpointr  iUd>ert  j 

Pirie,  Duncan  V, 
Pretyman,  Erne?<t  George         ! 
Price,  Robert  .John 
('ries  tl  ey ,  Si  r  W .  0  v  cren  d  ( Ed  in 
IVyce- Jones,  Lt,-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pyni,  {\  Cny 

Kasch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Reckitt,  Harold  Jame«. 
Hentoul,  Jame^  Alexander 
Kiclianis^on,  J .  ( l>urhani.  S.  E. ) 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (HartlepM) 
Rickett,  J.  Comjiton  i 

Ridley,  RL  Hon.  Sir  M,  W.      ' 
Ritchie*  Hi.  Hon.  i\  Thomson 
liohert^,  John  H.  0*enbi^ba,| 
Ruh^rtsou,  Herbert  (H'ckney) 
Robinson,  ISnitjke  I 

Roll  it.  Sir  AU>ert  Kaye 
RotliHcbiUL  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Round,  «lanie^  j 

Royds,  t'bniient  Molyneux        I 
Ru?^sell,  r.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Kydey,  John  Herl>ert  Duilley  ' 

Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Idmebouse) 
SamueU  J.  (Stiwktonon  Tees) 
Seely»  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr.  Henry 
Sharpe,  WilliaTii  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Charles  Evivv,  iStatWd) 
Shaw,  Thoma?^  ^ Hawick  IS) 
Sbavv.SLewari..M.  IE  (Rnfrvv) 
Simeon,  Sir  liarrin^ton 
Sinclair,  <"upt.  piohn(  F  rf  r?ih  e) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint} 
Sinilli,  linn.  \\\  F.  (Strand) 
Soainei*,  Arthur  Wellesley         , 
Spicer,  ARjert  I 

Stanley,  Hon  A.  (Urm.^kirk) 


Stanley  Edward  J.  (Somerset) 

Stanley,  Henry  M,  (Lambeth) 
Stanley^  Lord  (Lanc^'i,) 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stevenhon,  Francis  S. 
Stewart,  Sir  >L  J.  M'TaijQycart 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  >!♦ 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strachey,  Edward 
Strutt,  Hon,  Charles  Hedle^ 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 

Talbot,  Rt  Hn.J.U.  (Oxfd  U.) 
Tennant,  Harold  J  oho 
Thomas, Abel  (Carmarthen, E. ) 
Thomas,  A.  ((Tlamorgan,  E.) 
Tborburn,  ^Valte^ 
Thornton,  Perey  M, 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
To  ml  in  son,  Wni.  hd.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Cbarl&s  PhiRpR 
Tritton,  Charles  Enie.<^t 

lire,  Alexander 
Csbiirue,  Tboiuaa 

Vahmiia,  Viscount 

Vincent,*  'ol,  Sir  C.  E.  Howard 

Wallaie,  Robert  ( Perth ) 
W  a  I  to  n ,  J  <  M  e  p  b  ( I S  ^irn  ^  I  ey  ^ 
Warr,  An:xu^tn>  Frederick 
Wedderhurn.  Sir  William 
Wentwurti)^  Uruce4\  Vernon- 
Wharton,  iU.  Hn.  John  Lloyd 
WUiteiey,  }L(A"^hton-und  r-L. 
Whitmore,  CUarl«'i  Al^iirnon 
^VlllialU4,  CuL  IL  (Uor.4et) 
WiMiaiiH,  Joseph  P.-  (Hinul 
Willox,  Sir  John  Ardiibald 
Wilson,  J.  iTIurliaui.  Mul.) 
WdsoUj  John  i*f<iv'an) 
Wdr^on,  J.  W.  ( M'oroe^tsb.  N\  ) 
Wilson -Todd,  \\\  H,  (Vf^rk^.j 
Wodebouse,  RtHn.  E.  R.(  H^thl 
WuUf,  Custav  Wdlielm 
Woodall.  William 
WihjhU,  Sauiuel 
Wort  ley ,  J 1 1.  Hon .  ( *.  B,  Stuart* 
Wyndham.  iieorge 
Wyndbam  IJuin,  Major  W.  IL 
Vouni^,  ( 'ommanderi  Herk^E. ) 
Vouni^cr,  Willuani 
Voxall,  Jaine.4  Henry 

Tellers  kor  thk  Aye.s— 
Sir  William  Waboml  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


CarvilbPatrick  Geo. H aTrdlton 

i  urran,  Thomas  (Sliji:;o,  S.} 

Dillon,  John 

Doogan,  P.  C. 

Lawrton,  Sir  Wilfrid(CiambTd) 

MacAlee-8e,  L>aniel  i 

M'Cihee,  Richard 

Morris^  Samuel  I 


NOES. 

Dlirien,  James  F.  X.  (C  ork) 
( J '  Bri en,  Pat  r ic  k  ( Kil  ke n n  v ) 
(V(  onnor,  T,  P,  (Liverpot»f) 
U'Mftlley,  William 
Pickard'  Benjanun 
RoberU,  John  Rrj^n  (EiHon) 
Bteadman,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Wc^tfiieatb) 


Tully,  *Ui^per 

Wilson,  Htmry  J-(  York,  W.R) 

Tellers  foh  the  Noks— 
Mr.  Da  vCtt  and  Mr.  James 
t  >'(  'onnor* 


2.  Re.^i.lved,  Tlmt 
HoiLse  be  given  tn 

MnjVM''(  Jent^Jiil    Si r 


the  thauks  of  tliis  | 


Andnlaki   Huntrr, 


Majfir  -  Gt'iienil  Sir  Ilerirv  MfK^lerxl 
Leslie  liuriclle,  K.C.bI,  CMXh, 
I  ISO,,  It  A.  : 

Major- Cleneral  Sir  NViUiam  Fnplios 
(Ituaere,  K.CB.,  I>.S,().  : 


Ci^'A 


Thr  Somhtn 
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MajoMTUiicml  the  lion.  NeviUc  Gerald 
Lyttelton,  C.B. ; 

Major-General  A.  O.  Wanchope,  C»B., 
CM. a  ; 

Major  ami  Rrovot  Colonel  Sir  Francis 
Koginald  Wingate,  K,0,M.O.,  CM,, 
D.8.0,,  K.A,  ; 

Lieutenant 'Colon  1*1  and  Brevet  Colonel 
a  J,  Long,  K.A.  ; 

Major  and  Brevet  Colonel  J.  G,  Max- 
well, D.S.O,  ; 

Majnr  and  Brevet  CViIonel  II.  A. 
Mae  Donald,  1>,SX>.  ; 

Lieutenant  Colonel  D,  F,  I^evvis,  C.B.  ; 

Major  and  Brevet  Lientenant  Colonel 
J.  Collin  son,  C.B.  ; 


Captain   C.    U.    Kej>pol,  CB.,   1X8.0., 
KN.; 

and  to  the  other  Officers  and  AVaiTant 
Officers  of  the  Navj^  the  British  and  the 
Egyptian  Army,  and  the  Royal  Marines, 
for  tlie  energy  and  gallantry  with  which 
they  executed  the  services  which  they 
were  called  u|)on  to  perform. 

Motion  mtide,  and  Question  put — 

"That  this  lUmne  *loth  acknowle<lge  and 
highly  afij>rt>ve  the  pillaiitrVj  tllscipline,  and 
goml  cuTHiuet  tlii^played  liy  the  Petty  OHicers, 
Non-ccjiiiniiHMioufHl  MfficeW*  anil  men  of  the 
Navy,  the  British  am]  E;ryptian  Anny»  ami  tha  - 
Royal  Marines  (hiring  the  entiiiwiij^'iu" — {Mr. 
Bal/our). 

The   Hnnse  divided  :  Ayes  355,    Noes 
16,     (Division  List  No.  180). 


Acland-Bood,CapL8irAlex.F. 
Allan,  William  (tJatesheati) 
Allen,  Wni.  (New.  u.  I..vniu) 
AUhnsen.  A ugu fettle  Hy.  K. 
AHwf^pp.  Hon.  tieorge 
Anwn,  Sir  \\  illiiiiii  lleynell 
At  no  til,  Alfred 
A»cn»ftp  l(oli«rt 
A»hli>p.  Tlioina'*  <  !air 
A»*4pntb,  lit.  Hun.  Herbt,  lly. 
AtkiuHon,  Hi.  Uon.  John 
AuHtittt  Sir  John  ^  Yorkshire) 
l5.t;jjMtJ  apt.  ^.  FitzKoy 
llitiley.  ilaiue^  (WjiKvoitb) 
Itaillie,  .Fas.   E.  H.  (Inverness) 
liaird,  .lolm  tieorge  Alexander 
Itak'iirre^.  Loid 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Italfour,  Ki.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Man  ) 
tUlfourJU.  Ilnn.tJ.  W.  {Leeih) 
Hanhury,  Frederick  ileorj^e 

I  tames,  Frederic  Tiorel I 
Harry,  Ht.Hn.A.H.S.-tHnnts) 
liar t ley,  i  ieorge  C.  T. 
Barton,  l>unhar  Plunket 
lle4udi,UtHn.SirM  H.ilMstol) 
Hi-arh,  \V.  \\\  I  J.  (HantH.) 
i'^^anniont,  Wentwortli  C.  B, 
\hyii,  Ferdinantl   Faiihfnll 
IkMuro^e,  Sir  Henrj'  Howe 
Bentinck,  Lord  Henrv  C, 
ItereHford,  Lord  1.*haiTea 
liethell,  Coniijiander 
Bh«»wna|;f:ree,  Sir  M,  M. 
l;ilUon,  Alfred 

Uiirell,  Aii^UHtine 
Blitki-^tMn  Hoofiton,  John 
J  ;i  II  lido  IK  <  uluLtfl  Henry 
iiulitho,  lljoniafl  Be^lford 
Jionil,  Fuward 
liMilnui^.  Edmund 
Duslield.  William  Uobert 
jvvle^.  Capl.  H.  F.  (Middli.) 

II  nuid hurst,  Henry 
llrodtirk.  Kt.  Hon.  St,  John 
Bnwjktield,  A.  Adonta^u 
liQ'ce,  Ht,  Hod.  Jamw 


AYES, 

I    Brymer,  William  Ernest 
Budianan,  Thoniaa  Rybum 
Bullard,  Sir  Hurry 
Bni*!her,  John  George 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
('aid well,  Jnnji^ 
t'aiiitirun.  Sir  Chfv**.  (Glasgow) 
Cauipbell.  Bt.Hon.J.A.((nas.) 
i'aniph.  ll-Uannermsin,  Sir  H. 
t  ':irlilt\  William  Walter 
t'annielmel.  Sir  T.  H.  (iihson- 
Carson,  Ht.  Hon.  Edward 
t'auston,  Richard  Knight 
Caw  ley,  F'rederick 
Cayzer,  Sir  Tharles  William 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cedl,  Lord  Hu;^di  ((Greenwich) 
Chftloner,  Captain  U.  (i.  W. 
Chaio  berlaia^  H  l.  H  n.  J .  ( lUrin- ) 
rbaudierlHin,  i.  A,  ( Worc'r) 
<' ha  pi  in,  Kt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charringlon,  Spencer 
CbelHoa.  Vi^Hcount 
CI o ugh,  Walter  Owen 
Cwbrane,  Hon,  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Coddinytnn,  Sir  William 
CWhilL  l>ougla-*«  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louia 
CollingH.  Ht.  Hon.  dense 
CoUton,  Chas.  E.  H.  Athol© 
Colvtlle,  John 
Conipton,  Lord  Alwyne 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (Hereford) 
Corl>etl,  A,  C.  (Glasgow) 
Cranlx»me,  Viscount 
t*ripp8,  Charleft  Alfred 
Cronihie,  John  William 
Crf>i?^»  H,  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cnhitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  8ir  Chai'les 
Dalziel,  Janteft  Henry 
Davirft,  Sir  H.  D.  (Clmtham) 
iJttvie^,  M.  V.  (Cardigan) 
DickHon-Poynder,  Sir  John  P» 
Diaraeli)  Coningsby  Rikiph 

2  B2 


Dixon -Hartland,  Sir  Fred.  D. 
Don n^ ton,  Sir  John  Edw. 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Kt.  Hon.  A,  Akers- 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Duckwortli,  James 
niin-'oinhe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dunu,  Sir  William 
Elliot,  Hon.  A  Ralph  Douglas 
Fardel  I,  Sir  T.  iieorge 
Farquh arson.  Dr.  Robert 
Fel  lu wen,  1 1  <m .  A  il  wy  n  Ed  ward 
FergustiD.K.  C.  Mimro  (Leith) 

I   Fergns.son, Kt  H  n. Sir  J .  ( Man, 

'   Finch,  tieorge  H. 

I   Fitilay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 

'   Fisher,  William  Hay  en 
Fifcon,  Frederick  \N  illiam 
FitzGerald^SirBobertPenroBe- 
Fit^ftiaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
FitzWygi-ani,  General  Sir  F. 
F'lower,  Ernest 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
ForBter,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
F'oster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co.) 
Fry,  Lew  in 
Gedge,  Sj-^dney 
Gibbons,  J,  Lloyd 
Gibb8,  Hn.A.G.H^C.ofl^nd.) 
tabljs,  Hon.  V.  (St,  Alban-^) 
tiiles,  Charles  TjTrell 
Liilliat,  John  Saundera 
tila<l8tone,  Rt.  Hon.  H.   John 
iknlrlard,  Daniel  Ford 
(iwinon.  Sir  Auguwtu?*  Fretik. 
GoMm worthy,  Major  licneral 
iJordon.  Hon.  John  Edwaid 
Uorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir.  .L  Eldon 
(io?<i'heo,lU.Hn.G..l.(StGTg*w) 
Go!!<cheii,  George  J,  (Su^aex) 
Goulding,  Edward  AlfriKi 
Gourley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
(vraham,  Henrv  Bobert 
Gray,  Ernes^t  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  ( Wed nea bury) 
Greene,  W.  KayinoDd-(CaRiba\ 
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Griffith,  Ellis  J, 
<ianter,  ('olonel 
Irurdon,  Sir  Wni,  Brampton 
Halflane,  Kidmrd  Bunion 
Hall,  Ht.  Hon.  Str  Tharles 
HaIsmjv,  Tboioas  Frederick 
Haniilton.  Kt.  Hon,  IaL  Geo, 
Hardy,  Laurent-e 
Hai^,  Tliwua?*  Leigh 
lljirwood,  t  if:?oriie 
Hatt'li.  Kniest  IVederirk  tieo, 
llayneJU,  llitri.  Charles  Se4ile* 
Heatlt,  'lanieH 

Hedderwiuk,  TlioTuas  i\  \L 
Hcltler,  -\ugusttjs 
H en de recoil,  Alexander 
Heriiion-  Hodge,  HobertTrotter 
Hie  km  an,  Sir  Alfred 
Hill,  UL  Hon.  A.  S.  (Staffs.) 
Hoare,  I^aUv.  ISrodie  iHainps,) 
Hoare.  Samuel  (Norvricli) 
HobhoiiKe,  Henry 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry- 
Horaiiuan,  Frederit-k  dolm 
HoiildHWortli,  Sir  Win.  Henry 
Howard,  J  one  pi  I 
Howeil,  \\  illiam  Tudor 
Hosier,  Hon.  tlames  Henry  * '. 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hiij^hes,  i  olonel  Edwin 
Hiitebint^on,  i  afiL  «i.  W.Gnce- 
HiiUofi,  Jobn  {VOiks,  N.IL) 
JackHoiT.lit.  Hn.  \\m.  Lawiea 
dacoby,  danjes  Alfred 
Jebb,  Kichard  <  'la>'erboii»e 
Jolinfion-Fer^'uaon,  Jabez  Ed. 
Johnstone,  Hejrw^ood  (SuB.Hex) 
Jollirt'e,  Hon.  ft,  George 
Jones,  William  (CamarvonsJ 
Kay  SlmttlewortbJUHn.Sirli 
Kearley,  Hudtion,  K. 
Kenjon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
KeHwkk,  William 
KlmlKjr,  Henry 
KiD^%  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Kifdoeb,  Sir  trohn  Geo.  Smyth 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Ivnowles,  Leen 
J,afone,  Alfred 
J^aml  ert,  George 
Laurie,  Lieut.  -Tieneml 
Lawrence,  W.  F.  (Liverpool) 
LawFion,  John  (irant  tVorka.) 
Leeky,  lit.  Hon.  Wm.  E.  H. 
Lee-^.  Sir  Elliott  ( Birkenhead) 
Leigh  too,  Stanley 
Leni^,  Sir  .John 
Lewi^,  John  Ht?rbert 
Llewelyn,  Sir  U.-  ( Swansea) 
Lockwood,  Lt.-t'oL  A.  H. 
Loder,  Gerald  W.  Ernkine 
Long,  rol.  ('.  \\\  (Ev(*.shani) 
Lonj;,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  {Liverpi) 
liOpew,  Henry  Yarde  Biiller 
Lome,  Marqua*«(s  of 
Lowe,  I'Vancis  William 
Lowther,  lit.  Hon.  .L  (Kent) 
Low  ther,  lit,  H  n  J  Wt  Cu  m  b*l  'd ) 
Lubbot'k»  lit.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Lucas 'Shad  well,  William 
LyelL  Sir  I.*©onard 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
>(acariney,  W,  <;,  Ellison 
ftlapdona,  John  Cumming 


Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclnre,  Sir  tlobn  Williani 
M 'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M  Arthur,  William  (( 'omwallj 
M'(^lmont,  a.  L.  B.  i(  "amb«.} 
M*Iv©r,  Sir  L.  [EitinbVgh,  W.) 
M*Killop,  James 
M^IjsLren,  Charles  Itenjaniin 
Maple,  Sir  .lohn  !S  hind  ell 
Mapfun,  Sir  Frederick  'lliorpe 
>taxwell.  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  E. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (La!icaj*hire) 
Mellur,  Bt.  H^ju.J.W.O't.rks/) 
Melville,  Bereijford  Valentine 
Mendl,  Sij^dwinund  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milbank,Sir  Fowlett  C.  John 
Mildmay,  Francis  llingham 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  \'ictor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Montagu,  Hon,  *L  S.  (Hants*) 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  (Whitechpl.) 
^foon,  Edward  Bol)ert  Pacy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N\) 
More,  R,  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan, Hon.  F.  (Monm'tiifih.) 
Mor^'an,  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Morrell,  George  Herlwrt 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Moult  on,  John  Fletcher 
IMont/,  Mulip  A. 
Murray,  lit,  Hn,  A.G.  (But^) 
Murray,  Cliarles  J.  (Coventry) 

Newdigate,  F'rancis  Alex. 
Nicholson,  Williani  tiraham 
Micol.  Donahl  Ninian 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nurisey,  Thomas  Willana 

Gldroyd,  Mark 

O'Neill,  Hon,  Robert  Torrene 

Parkes^  Ebenezer 

Paulion,  Jame^s  Mellor 

Feaae,  Alfred  E.  (Cleveland) 

Peaae,   H.   Pike  (Uarlington) 

Peaee,  Joseph  A.  (Northunib.) 

Pender,  Sir  James 

Penn»  .lohn 

Percy,  Earl 

Perks,  Roliert  William 

Pickard,  Benjamin 

Pierpoint,  Robert 

Pirie,  Duncan  W 

F*owell,  Sir  Francis  Sliarp 

Pretyman,  Ernest  ( leorge 

Price,  Robert  John 

Priestley,  Sir  W.  (L  (Edin.)     ! 

PryceJone^,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 

Purvis,  Robert 

Pym,  C.  Guy 

Ra-Hch,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Ret'kitt,  Harold  Janice 
itichardson  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
RirhiinlHion,  Sir  T,(Hartlep'L) 
Rickett,  .1.  Compton 
Kidley.  Rt.  Ho,  Sir  Matt.  W, 
liitchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Rol>erts,  John  H,  (L>enbigbah.) 
Itober tscm ,  I  {  erl^ert  ( H  aclc  ney ) 
Robinson.  Brooke 
Rob.Hon,  William  Snowdon 
Roll  it,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Kothsehihl, Hon,  Lionel  Walter 
Roimd,  James 


Itoyds,  Clement  Molynenx 
RuWiH  ;eTj.F,S.(Cheltenh'm) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 

Samuel,  Harrj'S.  (Lifnehoofle) 

Samuel,  .L  (Stockton  on  Tees) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr.  Henry 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (StJifford) 
ShaWj  Thomas  (}|awick  P».> 
Sbaw-Stewart.M,  H,  { Kenfrew^ 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
S  i  n  c  1  air,  < '  apt  J  oh  n  ( Forf  arsh . ) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Soanies,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spiccr,  -\lbert 

Stanley,  Hon.  A,  (Orraskirk) 
Stanley,  Kdw,  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lainbetb) 
Sunley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Steadman,  WiHiaui  Cburles 
Stephens,  Henry  i  harles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stewart,  Sir  M,  J.  M'Taggart 
Stirling  Maxwell,  Sir  John  M, 
Stock,  pfames  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Stracbev,  Edward 
Strut t,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt»  Hon.  Humphry  N, 

Talbot,Rt.Hn,  J,  G.(Oxf  d,  C.) 

Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thoinas,  A.  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Thornton,  i*ercy  M, 
Tollenuichei  Henry  James 
Tomlinaon,  Wm,  fc.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  ( 'barlef^  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 

Cre,  Alexander 

Valenfcia,  Viscount 
Vincent,  CoL  Sir  C,  K  H. 

Wal  lac  e,  Robert  ( I  'e rth ) 
Walton,  J.  Lawson  (Leed^S.) 
Warr,  Augustus  Fretlerick 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
\Ventworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon - 
Wharton,  Kt.  Hon.  John  L. 
Whit€?ley,  George  (StcKjkport) 
Whit  more,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
William*  Jos*  PowelL(Binn.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson.J.  W.(  Worcestersh.  N  J 
Wodehouse,Rt,Hn,p:,IL(Bath) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Woo<tall,  William 
Woods,  Samuel 
Wortloy.  liL  Hon.  C,  R.  8,- 
Wylio*  Alexiinder 
Wyndlmm,  George 
Wyndhaui'Quin,  Major  \\\  H. 

Younger,  VV  illiam 
Voxall,  James  Henry 

Tellkhs  foe  the  Ayks— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr,  AnstTuther 
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Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

CumLti/rhoiiiaa  (Sligo,  S*} 

Dilbn,  John 

1  ^oojjfan,  1*.  r. 

Liiwiion,  Sir  \V.  ti'ainb'lsind) 

MiwAleesc,  T>aiiiel 

M'Ghee,  Richard 


Morris,  Sarnael 

O^Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 

0*l?rien,  !*atrick  (Kilketinv) 

trConncn,  1\  l\  (Liveri>ool) 

O'Miilley.Williarii 

KoljerU,  Jfihn  Uryn  (Hition) 

Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 


Tnllyi  Jasper 

Wilfton,  Uy,  J.  (York,  W.  K.) 

TELLEILS     iOR    THE     NuES— 

Mr.  DaviLt  and  Mr.  James 

0*ConnoT, 


3.  Kosolvtiil,— That  tlii^  Uaum  dolh 
ac'knowltJtlge  ami  highly  approve  thu  ^al- 
]a!»trVt  discipline,  and  good  conduci  dis- 
playod  hy  the  F*etty  Officers,  Noneom- 
inissionocl  Otticers,  and  men  of  the  Navy% 
the  British  and  the  P^gypticin  Aroiy,  and 
the  Royal  Marines  during  the  campaign. 

Motion  made,  aiMl  Question  proposed — 

*'Tliat  tlie  tliank^i  of  tliis  HmifHi  !►©  t(ivcn  to 
Lieutenaiit-Ui^noral  Sir  Francis  Grenfell, 
G.C.B.,  (i.C.M.(r.,  fur  the  Hiipiiort  and  as^^ist- 
ance  wliieli  he  afforJetl  tu  the  lorceH  eniploved 
in  the  operations  in  tlie  SoiiJan."— <iVr. 
Bat/oitr.) 

Mr.  DAVITT:  I  do  not  intend  to 
divide  the  House  upon  either  of  the  two 
remaining  resolutions,  liecause  they  do 
not  raise  the  c|uestiou  upon  which  we 
desired  to  protest,  more  especially  when 
one  of  these  resolutions  amounts  to  an 
expression  of  sympathy  with  those  families 
who  have  lost  their  sons.  I  tmst  that  in 
this  eoTuiection  the  House  will  remeiiil>er 
the  family  of  an  hon.  Memher  of  this 
House  who  was  universally  resp(.>ctcd,  and 
who  died  on  Monday  night  in  the  per- 
fomianee  of  the  ntaTdy  duty  of  protesting 
against  all  this  butchery.* 

Question  put  and  agreed  to, 

4,  Resolved,  -That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  given  to  Lieutenant  -  Gene  ml 
Sir  Francis  Gn-nfeU,  G.C.B.,  G.aM.G., 
for  the  support  and  assistance  which  he 
afforded  to  the  forces  employed  in  the 
operations  in  the  Soudan. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed— 
*' That  thi^  Hon»«  doth  acknowledge,  with 
admiration,  the  distingniBhed  valour,  devotion, 
and  conduct  of  ttiose  other  officers  and  men 
who  have  perialied  during  the  campaign  in  the 
Houdan  in  the  service  of  their  country,  and 
feels  deep  sympathy  with  their  relatives  and 
friends.''— (IVr.  Bolfnur.) 

LORD  CHAS.  BERESFORD  (York) : 
I  wish  to  make  a  request  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and,  whether  it  ^dll  be  comph'ed 
with  ar  not,  I  am  sure  I  shall  have  the 

*  Befer  to  page  400  of  thU  volamtv 


I  sympathy   of    the    First    Lord    of    the 

Treasury.      It  came  to  my  knowledge, 

I  when  a  similar  vote  of  condolence  to  the 

'  relatives  of  the  men  who  were  killed  in 

the  last  Soudan  campaign  was  passed  in 

this  House,  that  many  of  the  widows  and 

I  relatives  of  the  men  never  knew  at  all  that 

I  such  a  vote  had  been  passed,  as  far  as 

I  any  official  intimation  was  concerned,  and 

,  they   would   not   have   known  anything 

I  about  it  if  I  had  not  taken  the  trouble  to 

write  to  them.      I  therefore  ask  the  First 

i  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  be  can  see  his 

J  way  to  order  a  memorandum  to  be  sent 

to   the    relatives   of   those    who   fell   in 

battle,    in   order   that   they   may   know 

that    the    gallantry    of    their    relatives 

I  has    been     fully     appreciatoil     by     the 

I  representatives    of   the   country   in    this 

House.       Many  of  them  are  very  poor 

people,  and  they  never  see  a  newspaper 

at  all,  and  a  great  nian\*  %A  them  would 

have   no   idea   that   this   vote   has   been 

passeti  unless  they  receive  an  intimation 

I  to  that  effect.     I  am  sure  that  these  poor 

I  people  would  great I3*  appreciate  an  otfieial 

I  intimation  that  the  devotifui  and  gallantry 

of  their  relatives  has  been  acknowledged 

in  this  House. 


Mr,  DILLON  :  May  I  suggest  that  on 
future  occasions  when  this  House  votes 
large  sums  of  morii\\%  honours,  distinc- 
tions, and  sympathy  u'ith  the  relatives  of 
those  who  fall  in  Imttle,  the  latter,  who 
are  often  re<Iuced  to  poverty  l»y  their  loss, 
should  receive  a  year  or  two's  pay  along 
with  the  resolution  of  symimthy. 


Mu  A.  J.  BALFOUR:    I  think    the 

suggestion  of  my  noble  friend  the  Mem- 

j  ber  for  York  is  worthy  of  consideration. 

i  I  do  not  know  whether  machinery  exists 

I  for  carrying  out  the  suggestion,  but  I  con- 

[  jecture  that  no  great  difficulty  need  l>e 

founrl   in   doing  so.     On  that  point  I  can 

j  haixlly  pledge  myself  without  consulting 

the  officials  concerned ;  1  >ut  I  ean  give  the 

noble  Lortl  the  assurance  that  anything 
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that  can  he  done  in  the  drroction  he  has 
indicated  will  certainly  he  done. 

Question  put  and  jigreed  to» 

p5.  Kefioh  ed, — Thai  this  House  doth  ac- 
knowledge, with  adminition,  the  distin- 
guished valour,  devotion,  and  cujiduct  of 
those  other  officers  and  men  whu  have 
perished  during  the  canifiaign  in  the  Soudan 
in  the  service  of  their  country,  and  feelt* 
deep  sympathy  with  their  rehttives  and 
friends.  — { Mr.  Balfmit\ ) 

Ordered,— That  the  suid  resolutionH  be 
transmitted  hy  Mr.  Spwiker  to  Majrjr- 
Ueneml  Lord  Kitchener  of  Khartoum, 
G.aB.,  K.CMG.,  and  that  he  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  the  same  to  the 
several  officers  and  men  referred  to 
therein. — (3/r.  Balfom\ ) 


LONDON  GOVERNMENT   BILL. 
Order   read,    for   resuming    adjourned 
Debate   on    Amendment    proposed    [6tli 
June]   on  consideration   of    the    Bill,    as 
amended  : — 

*'  And  which  Amendment  was,  in  page  12, 
lines  ;t2  and  33,  to  leave  ont  the  words  *  thu  in- 
hahitantjs  of  tlie  juirish,'  in  ordc>r  tt>  ineiert  tlie 
words  '  snch  inliabitantH  uf  the  parish  a.'^  .^hall 
have  obeyed  that  rubric  of  the  ll<K>k  of  t'oni- 
mon  Prayer  which  is  printed  at  tlie  end  of  the 
Order  of  the  Adminit^tration  of  the  Holy  iJoni- 
mn.nion,  and  which  rv*|iiirea  that  every 
jjariahioner  nhati  comnninicate  at  the  least 
three  times  in  the  year,  of  which  Easter  to  be 
one,'  " — {Lord  Hugh  Cecil. ) 

Qnestiou  again  proposed— 

**  That  the  words  *  the  inhabitants  of*  stand 
part  of  the  Bill." 

Debate  resumed. 

*Mr.  CAltVELL  WILLIAMS  (Notts 
Mansheld) :  While  I  very  much  adoiire 
the  courage  which  the  nolile  Lord  has 
shown  in  bringing  thi^  matter  forward,  I 
must  say  I  think  there  will  lie  a  general 
agreemen  ion  both  sides  of  the  House  that  in 
submitting  this  Amendment  he  has  allowed 
his  zeal  to  outnui  his  diseretion.  We 
are  dealing  with  a  Bill  for  the  better 
government  of  this  ancient  metropolia, 
and  the  noble  Lord  calls  on  us  to  so  shape 
the  measure  as  to  in\ulve  a  re-con- 
struction of  an  ancient  Church  estabbsh- 
ment.  The  noble  Lord,  in  fact,  seeks  to 
make  this  a  Disestablishment  Bill ;  but  it 
is  a  piece  of  disestablishment  beginning  at 
the  wrong  end,  for  he  proposes  to  disestab- 
lish, not  the  Church,  but  the  piirishioners. 
Further,  he  proposes  not  only  to  disfran- 

Mr,  4*  J*  Balfour* 


chise  all  Noneonforniis^ts,  but  also  a  num- 
ber—probably a  majority — of  members  of 
the  Church  of  h^ngland,  who  are  non-com- 
mnnicants.  What  are  the  grounds  on 
which  the  noble  Lord  makes  this  sugges- 
tion to  the  House  I  First,  he  urges  that 
it  is  only  right  and  reasonable  that  a  body 
which  has  to  deal  with  Church  affairs 
under  the  Act  should  be  composed,  not  of 
the  general  public,  but  of  Churchmen  ami 
communicatuig  members  of  the  Church, 
His  second  point  was  that  it  would  be 
decidedly  improper  to  allow  those  who 
disobeyed  the  law  of  the  Church  to  exer- 
cise any  go\'ernment  over  Church 
matters.  A  very  large  nund^er  of  Cburch- 
meu  would  stoutly  deny  hoth  propositions 
of  the  noble  Lord,  but  I  would  remind 
the  noble  Lord  that  the8e  are  not  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  Church  establishment 
ill  this  country  is  1  wised.  He  has  to  deal 
with  facts  its  they  are,  and  not  as  they 
ought  to  be.  The  parish  church  is  the 
church  of  the  parish  luii  I  of  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  pxrish,  and  ail  inhabitants  can 
claim  the  right  of  havijig  free  S€2ats 
and  of  availing  themselves  of  the  sor- 
^dces  of  the  ineuml>ent,  whether  they  Iks 
eomnuniiefuits  or  fiot.  Noncoufonuists, 
in  common  with  Churchmen,  can  claim  to 
be  l>aptised»  married,  and  buried  with  the 
ChmchV  rites  ;  they  have  the  right  of  elect- 
ing  churchwanlens,  and  if  they  happen  to 
be  on  the  Parliamentary  roll  they  have 
the  right  of  deciding  who  shall,  as 
their  representfvtives  in  this  House,  act  as 
supreme  governors  of  tin?  Church.  Does 
tht'  noble  Lord  inteiul  this  Amendment 
l(j  l»e  a  beginning  of  a  very  mnch  more 
extensive  scheme  l  Will  he  presently 
insist  that  no  Miin'ster  of  the  Crown  who 
does  not  communicate  three  times  every 
year — once  at  Eiister  included — shall  Ih5 
allowed  to  administer  the  Church 
patronage  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown  % 
And  the  J I  with  regaixl  to  the  large  army 
of  private  patrons,  will  he  insist  that  they 
all  shall  be  eonununicants  l  ^\  hat  is  he 
going  to  do  w*ith  this  House  ?  Will  ho 
hereafter  insist  that  none  of  us  shall  have 
a  nght  to  sit  here  and  legislate  for  the 
Church  unless  w^e  are  comnuuiicants  of 
that  Church  ]  The  noble  Lonl  says 
the  laity  of  the  Church  of  England  do  not 
exeixiise  thrir  proper  shai\'  of  influence  in 
relation  to  the  attains  of  the  Chuif  h,  and 
ho  suggests  that  the  reason  for  their  not 
doing  so  is  that  they  are  an  inde terminate 
l>ody.  He  pro|K>ses  that  they  shoulil 
eea^  to  be  indetenuinate  by  deprivijig 
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tlieiij  of  their  existing  righta.    He  proposes  jected,  and  T  think  it  will  be  time  enough 

to  increase  their    interest  in    the  affairs  for  the  noble  Lord  to  come  to  this  House 

of  the  Chureh  hy  Imnishing  them  from  with  a  proposition  of  this  chiAracter  when 

the  parish  churchy  mile3=^s  they   happen  to  Chnrehmen  themselves  are  agreed.    There 

be    cnnimimieants   of    that  ehun-li.     The  is  another  point,  and  that  is  what  siiuidd 

truth    is    this    Amendmerst,   in  principle,  constitute  membership   of    the    Church  1 

seeks  to  convert  the  National  Church  into  The  noble  Lord  told   ns  on  a  former  occa- 
a  8eet,  and  not  only  into  a  sect  but  into  a  i  sion  that  he  is  anxious  to  maintain  the 

section  of  a  sect.     It  pmposes  to  make  the  independence  of  the  Church  and  also  its 

Church  as  narrow  as  it  can   bo   made.     I  pjsition    as   an   Estaldishnient.     But  the 

do  not  wonder  that  the   noble  Lortl  was  two   things   are    ineompmtible,    and    the 


haunted  by  the  ghoat  of  the  Test  and 
Corporation  Acts — those  infamous  Acts, 
which  were  scathingly  described  by  the 
poet  Cow  per  as 

**  Making  the  siyinljols  of  atoning  iprjiee 
An  ottice  key,  a  picklfick  to  a  place.'' 

The  noble  Lord  denies  making  the  Com- 
ni union  a  test  in  the  same  way  as  it  was 
u^ed  in  connection  with  the  Test  and 
Corporation  Acts,  but  he  i)roposes  it  as  a 
qualification  for  entrance  into  the  parish 


noble  Lor<l  knows  thai  he  will  not  secure 
their  conjunction. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  onler  !  The 
hon.  Memlter  is  now  not  merely  discussing 
the  general  question  of  diseHtalilishment, 
but  he  is  also  referringto  a  statement  nnule 
in  another  Debate  earlier  in  the  session. 
He  must  confine  himself  to  the  Amend- 
ment, 

n\n,  CAKYEf  J.  ^\^!XTA^fS  :  I  need 


vestrv,    and    thereby    seeks    to    re-erect    "^t.  pursue  that  aigutnent  any  further     I 


a  barrier  which  the  goml  sense  and 
religion  of  the  people  of  this  country 
banished  more  than  half  a  century  ago. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  greiit  majority 
of  the  members  of  the  Church  of  England 
would  atrenunualy  object  to  the  proposiil 
of  the  noble  Lord,  and  1  am  not  surprised 
that  the 
Member 

the  horn  Member  for  8t,  Albans  wore 
quick  to  dissociate  themselves  from  the 
Motion,  althongli  they  have  put  forward 
Amendments  equally  objectionable.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Oxford  University  proposes  to  substitute 
for  communicating  a  declaration  of  f*^m} 
fit!*'  memliership  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, while  th<^  Member  for  St.  Albans 
supplies  a  doublesbotted  test,  for  he  not 
merely  requires  a  declaration^ 


think  I   have  siud  enough   to  prove 
absolute  futility  of  this  discussion. 


the 


nU.  G  EDGE  (Walsall) :  It  seems  to  mo 

there  is  no  necessity  whatever  for   this 

Amendment    or  any  other  Amendment 

The    inhabitants    nf    the    parish      have 

right     hon.    Gentleman     the  i  hitherto  had  certain  |>owers,  partly  ecclo* 

for    Oxford     University     and  I  siastical  and  partly  secular,  and  I  can  aeo 

no  reason  why  because  the  secular  powers 
are  now  taken  awav  the  others  should  be 
taken  away  also.  No  doubt  representa- 
tive bodies  will  be  appointed  to  deal  with 
ecclesiastical  matters.  The  only  money 
they  have  to  spend  will  )>e  supplied  hy 
Churchmen.  Those  who  pay  the  piper 
can  also  call  the  tune,  and  we  may  be 
quite  sure  that  the  inhabitants,  unless 
in  exceptional  cases,  will  always  elect 
Churchmen  to  attend  to  Church  affairs. 
Without  disparaging  religious  woik  done 
by  Nonconformists,  it  has  been  the  glory 
of  the  Church  that  she  is  answerable  for 
all  the  parishioners.  They  all  are  entitled 
to  her  ministrations.  I  anticipate  no 
That  Amend-  danger  whatever  for  the  Church,  and  I  cor- 
diallv  associate  myself  with  what  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mansfield  said  as  to  the 
clergyman  being  the  clergyman  of  the 
whole  parish,  and  not  of  a  section  of^the 
inhabitants. 


Mr.  VICARV  GIBBS  (Herts,  St. 
Albans) :  Is  the  hon.  Member  in  order  in 
discussing  my  Amendment  ? 

Mr.   SPEAKER:    No. 
ment  can  only  be  discussed  in  the  event 
of  the  Amendment  of  tlie  noble  Lord  being 
carried. 


♦Mr.  CAKVELL  WILLIAMS :  I  am 
content  with  the  fact  that  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  is  on  the  Paper, 
and  the  House  must  draw  ita  own 
conclusions  from  it.  My  view  is  that 
both    the    Amendments   should   be   ro- 


Mr,  ILVRWOOD  (Bolton):  Did  I  not 
know  the  undoubted  earnestness  of  the 
noble  Lord,  I  should  have  thought  that  ho 
had  brought  forward  this  Amendment  as 
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a  sort  of  giira  joke,  for  it  certainly  carries 
us  back  to  the  days  of  the  Inquisition  aiui 
of  the  Star  Chamber — times  in  our  history 
which  we  woukl  gladly  forget.  I  regret 
thattlie  matter  b.'is  been  brought  forward. 
We  know  that  all  kinds  of  tests  have 
been  tried  and  have  failed,  and  I  do 
think  that  the  re  imi^iosition  of  this  test 
would  be  a  retrograde  step  of  a  most 
pitiful  kind.  1  do  not  think  the  country 
has  yet  recovered  from  the  shock  inflicted 
upon  it  by  the  operation  of  the  Act  which 
turncfl  a  most  sacred  rite  in  the  service  of 
the  Church  into  a  mere  qualification  for 
voting  power.  The  Church,  in  one  sense, 
is  a  collection  of  those  who  are  bound 
together  l)y  a  common  faith  and  a 
common  love,  and  history  teaches  us  that 
we  have  never  been  able  to  find  any  sure 
method  of  making  such  a  faith.  The 
Church  of  England  is  not  a  testing 
Church,  and  it  has  distinctly  repudiated 
the  idea  of  ajjplying  these  tests  as  a  final 
mark  of  membership. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
hon.  Member  is  going  beyond  the  scope 
of  the  Amendment. 

Mr.  HARWOOI):  I  will  simply 
say,  in  conclusion,  that  those  who 
glory  in  the  Church  will  regard  nothing 
with  favour  which  is  calculated  to  narrow 
the  liberties  of  that  Church,  and  I  there- 
fore trust  that  the  noble  Lord  will  with- 
draw his  amendment. 

Lord  HUGH  CECIL  (Greenwich):  I 
do  not  propose  to  put  the  House  to  the 
trouble  of  a  division  on  this  question,  but, 
by  permissiou  of  the  House,  I  wonhl  like 
to  express  my  dissent  from  the  views  of 
the  hon.  Mom  her  for  .Mansfield,  and  to 
state  that  I  regard  this  purely  as  a  matter 
of  law»  and  notaa  any  test  of  obedience. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn* 

*Mr.  J,  G.  TALBOT  (Oxford  Uni- 
versity) :  Notwithstanding  the  cHticiains 
which  have  come  from  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  I  will  venture  in  a  few  words 
to  ask  the  House  to  agree  to  the  Amend- 
ment which  stands  in  my  name.  I  think 
I  can  show  that  my  grounds  for  doing  so 
are  reasonable.  My  Amendment,  which 
proposes  to  insert  the  words  "who  shall 
dt'clare  themselves  hnn*} Jftk  members  of 
the  Church  of  England/'  ought  not  to  | 
offend    the   conscience   of  anyone   or   to  i 

Mr,  UiumHMl. 


i  raise  any  bitter  controversies.  Th< 
I  framcrs  of  this  Bill  have  distinctly  rais< 
I  the  i|UL'stiun  of  withdrawing  Churc 
I  matters  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  tie 
bodies  which  are  to  be  established — thi 
is  shown  l>y  the  words  of  this  clause — am 
the  only  question  is,  by  what  sort  o] 
boflies  slndl  they  Ive  administered  iii 
futiu't*.  It  surely  cannot  bo  considered  fat- 
uous, old-fashioned,  or  absuixi  that  Church- 
men should  manage  Church  matters,  and  I 
think  we  are  bound  to  secure  the  intro- 
duction into  this  Bdl  t>f  words  which 
shall  enable  them  to  do  so*  1  do  not 
know  what  view  the  Government  may  take 
of  my  Amendment,  nor  am  I  aware  what  is 
the  opinion  of  the  House  upon  it,  but  I  do 
I  ask  hon.  Members  not  to  be  led  astray  by 
any  plausible  arguments,  such  ai 
allegation,  true  in  a  certain  seusej 
;  the  Church  is  the  Chnrch  of  the  w! 
nation.  I  only  wish  by  moling  thia 
Amendment  to  show  that  we,  asmemWrs 
of  the  Church  of  England,  while  anxious  to 
acknowledge  the  service  which  theGovern- 
ment  has  done  by  preserving  the  manage- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  the  Church  from  the 
control  uf  the  borough  councils,  arc 
anxious  to  ensure  that  they  shall  bo 
administered  only  by  those  who  declare 
themselves  to  be  Churchmen. 


i 


Amendment  proposed^ 

'Mn  pa^e  12,  line  33,  after  the  wordBli 
inserlecb  to  insert  the  words  MvhoRhall  declare 
theitijielves  honil  lide  members  of  the  Church  of 
England."— (J/r.  TalhoL) 

Question  proposed — 

**  That  tho^e  words  be  there  insertetU" 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mn  A.  J.  BALForn,  Manchester* 
E.) :  I  quite  admit  that  thin  Amendment 
is  not  open  to  some  of  the  objections 
urged  against  that  of  my  noble  friend  the 
Member  for  Greenwich.  But  it  is  not  a 
very  oppoilune  moment  at  which  to  dis- 
cuss such  questions  as  the  reform  of 
vestries.  This  Bill  i^s  a  Bill  for  the  re- 
form of  Lontion  municipal  government. 
To  make  it  a  Bill  for  dealing  with  eccle- 
siastical matters  would  be  throwing  on 
our  shoulders  a  burden  which  we  neither 
desire  to  assume  nor  which  ought  to  be 
thrust  upon  us  on  an  occasion  of  this  kind. 
On  the  abstract  merits  of  the  proposal  I 
say  nothing ;  on  the  face  of  it  the  sug- 
gestion contained  in  the  Amendment 
is  an  extremely  plausible  one.  But 
any      ecclesiastical       reform      of       the 
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vestries  Bhould  Uike  the  slmpe  of  a 
measure  applying  to  the  whole  country, 
and  not  to  London  ulono.  I  jim  itifornied 
that  the  Lite  Archhinhop  of  Cant4-n't)iu y  had 
very  nnirh  at  heart  the  tpiestion  of  the 
reform  of  the  vestries,  and  I  l>elieve  I  am 
fright  in  Siiyiug  that  what  stopped  all 
'further  pnx;edure  un  his  part  in  dealing 
with  the  question  was  the  very  prohlem 
tutiched  on  by  my  right  hon.  frier  id, 
namely,  whether  for  vestry  purposes  the 
Chureh  is  to  lie  rcgardcMl  as  a  s^ct  or  aa  the 
Church  of  the  whole  nation.  Is  it  prac- 
ticable or  tolerable  that  we  should  attempt 
to  discuss^  on  such  a  Bill  as  this,  a  con- 
troversy wo  should  find  ditticnlt  enough 
succesafuUy  to  tackle  alone  ?  While  I  do 
not  complain  of  the  action  of  my  right 
hon.  friend  in  moving  the  Amendment,  I 
do  protest  that  he  has  chosen  a  moat 
improper  time  for  raising  this  question. 

Mr.  VICAKY  GIBBS:  My  right  hon. 
friend  lias  relinked  thase  of  us  who  have 
thought  tit  to  intrude  eeelesiastieal  matters 
into  a  debate  on  the  London  Goverrmient 
Bill.  But  this  is  the  |K)int  1  should  bke 
to  dmw  attention  to.  It  seems  to  be 
suggested  that  there  is  something  in- 
herently absurd  and  unreasonalile  in  the 
pro]>osition  that  the  affiiirs  of  the  Church 
of  England,  where  they  arise  in  connec- 
tion with  Yastry  buainessr  should  be 
managed  by  members  of  that  Church. 
But  surely  it  is  not  altogether  unreason- 
able to  bring  before  the  House  by  means 
of  this  Amendment  the  fact  that  under 
the  clause,  as  it  now  stands,  persons  who 
have  no  interest  in  the  Church  will ; 
be  granted  the  power  to  interfere  in 
pureiy  ecclesiastical  matters. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE  (Rochester) : 
In  the  few  words  I  wish  to  say  I  would 
point  out  that  the  terms  of  this  Amend- 
ment arc  much  less  rigid  than  those  of 
the  one  proposed  by  my  noble  friend 
the    Member    for    Greenwich,      It   was 

fointed  out  on  a  previous  occasion  by  the 
irst  Lord  of  the  Treasury  that  the  test 
proposed  in  the  last  Amendment  was 
stronger  than  that  which  prevailed  in  the 
Church  of  Scotland.  But,  as  I  under- 
stand the  position  in  the  Scottish  Church, 
the  members  consist  of  comniiinicantsand 
those  whom  the  body  of  Churchmen 
recognise  as  such,  whereas  the  amendment 
proposes  that  a  man  who  fHwi  fiik  declares 
himself  a  Churchman  will  be  accepted  as 
such  on  his  own  word.      1  believe  my 


right  hon.  friend  iSaa  stated  that  this  Bill 
makes     no     change     in     the     position 
of     the      Church      in     these     matters. 
It  is  very  evident  that  he  ought  to  be  the 
chairman  for  ecclesiastical  purposes,  yet 
under  the  scheme  or  method  by  which  this 
clause   will  be  carried   out   there  is    no 
guarantee    of    anything    of    that    kind. 
Sooner   or  later  this  question    must   be 
faced ;  you  cannot  come  up  to  the  House 
of  Commons  and  say  that  laymen  are  to 
I  have  control  over  the  Church  of  England, 
!  and  not  define  what  a  layman  is.     One 
hon.  Gentleman  says  that  we  must  wait 
for    a    large    Bill    to    deal    with    these 
matters ;    but    will  any   Member  of    the 
'  Government  or  of  the  Front  Opposition 
'  bench   presume  to  foreshadow  the  time 
when   we  shall  have  a  Bill  to  deal  with 
ecclesiastical  vestries  ?     In  the  meantime 
I  the  question  has  t-o  be  dealt  with.     Hero 
I  is  a  simple  example,  which  shows  that  this 
I  is  the  very  opportunity,  when  we  are  ro- 
I  constructing  a  public   body    which    hs*^ 
exclusively  to  deal  with  Church  matters, 
to  take  this  matter   into  consideration. 
This  is  a  very  practical  matter.      Who 
ought    to    have     control    over     Church 
matters  ?      Why»  evidently  the  Church- 
men.    The  proposition  before  the   House 
is  a  most  reasonable  one  in  my  opinicni, 
and  it  is  for  this  reason   that  I  caruiot 
regret  that  my  right  hon.  friend  has  pro- 
p*>sed   his  Amendment.      This    proposal 
does  TH>t  represent  the  view  of  a  small 
body   of  Churchmen,  but  of  the  whole. 
There  is  no  subject  on  which   Churchmen 
as  a  whole  agree  so  much  as  upon  their 
having  greater  control  over  the  Church. 

*Mr.  J  G.  TAI.BOT:  After  the 
sj^ipathetic  reception  which  my  proposiil 
has  had  from  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  I  beg  to  [ 
withdraw  my  Amendment.  (Cries  of 
-No,  No./') 

Question    put  and    negatived.     Other 
Amendments  made. 


I 


iMr.W.  F.  a  SMITH  (Strand, Westmin- 
ster) :  I  think  the  Amendment  which 
stands  in  my  name  is  desirable,  liecause 
there  are  cases  which  may  arise  in  which 
officers  are  simply  transferred  from  the 
vestries  to  the  borough  councils,  for 
whom  they  would  perform  the  same 
work,  and  it  is  only  fair  that  past 
services  should  be  reckoned  for  the  pur- 
I  po«ea  of  calculating  the  compensation  to 
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which   they   aro   entitled.       With    these 
remarks  I  lieg  to  move  the  Amendment* 

Amendment  proposed — 

**Ifi  Clause  26,  na^ie  15,  line  27,  at  end,  to 
insert— '  iVuvidefl  tliat  the  borough  council  may, 
if  it  thinks  tit,  take  into  aceouiit  continuous 
service  umler  any  anthority  or  antlioiities  to 
which  this  Act  reier«,  in  onler  to  <?alcula'e  the 
total  period  of  service  of  any  officer  erjtith*d  to 
compensation  under  this  Act/  '  —  \  1//'.  H\  K  IK 
Smtth,) 

Question  propttsed  **  That  tliese  woi'ds 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr,  a.  J.  BALFOUK  :  The  particular 
form  in  which  the  hon.  (Gentleman  put 
his  Amendment  on  a  former  occasion 
miuie  it  compulsory  in  its  character,  and 
thus  rendered  it  obligatory  for  one  muni- 
cipality to  pay  for  services  performed  for 
another  municipality.  The  objection  to 
such  a  chiuse  was  obvious.  The  hon. 
Member  shows  his  appreciation  of  that 
fact  here  by  making  it  voluntary.  In 
this  form  it  is  not  objectionable,  and  of 
course  there  are  ca.ses  in  which  the  change 
might  be  extremely  hartl  upon  the  persons 
concerned.  This  proposal  only  gives  the 
borough  councils  liberty  to  exercise  the 
power^  tfeereffjre  I  suggest  to  the  House 
that  we  shoidd  aecept  thia  Amendment, 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 
Further  Amendment  proposed. 

The  SOLTCITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
R.  B.  Fin  LAY,  Inverness  Burghs) :  I 
think  that  one  word  of  explanation  as 
regards  this  Amendment  is  desirable. 
The  object  of  it  is  to  bring  within  the 
scope  of  the  compensation  clause  the  case  of 
officers,  such  as  registration  officers  whose 
powers  and  duties  are  not  transferred  by 
this  Act.  The  duty  of  that  class  of  officer 
has  been  transferred  to  the  town  clerk, 
and  this  Amendment  is  inserted  to  remove 
a  doubt  which  may  exist  as  to  whether 
these  persons  come  within  the  scope  of 
the  clause  or  not. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  15, 
after  SuVsection  (1),  to  insert— 

"  (2)  Snb- sections  4  anti  7  of  Bection  81  of 
the  Local  Government  Act,  1894,  a  hall  apply 
to  tlie  exinting  officers  aflccted  by  this  Act,  an 
as  if  references  in  those  snh-sections  to  the 
diHtrict  conncit  were  reference.'*  to  the 
Iwrongh  conncil,  aTul  all  ex(tenseH  incurred  by 
the  Ixiron^h  council  in  pnrsnancc  of  thtwe  ^ul)- 
.sCi  tious  shall  he  paid  out  oi  tlie  general  rate/' 
— (Mr.  Stjlirlior-fJKnrr'ffi. } 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
l)e  there  inserted,'* 

Miu  STUART  (Shoroditcb,  Hoxton): 
After  what  has  been  said  by  the  hoji,  and 

Mr.  W.  t\  IK  SiuUk 


learned  Gentleman,  1  tio  not  think  any 
exception  i;an  be  taken  to  the  proposah 
I  only  regret  that  the  Solicitor-General 
was  not  able  to  put  his  Amendment  down 
i  upon  paper. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS  (Batterseti)  :  I  go 
further,  and  say  I  see  no  reason  what- 
ever for  the  Amendment  of  the  So lici tor- 
General,  We  have  accepted  the  Amend- 
i  ment  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Strand 
Division,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  we  have 
gone  quite  far  enough.  The  Amendment 
of  the  Solicitor-General  seeks  to  include 
officers  who  are  not  regularly  employed, 
and  who,  because  they  are  not  regularly 
employed,  are  paid  a  higher  rate  of 
remuneration. 

Sir  R.   B.  FINLAY  :  At    the   end   of 
the  clause  it  runs — 

*'A  scheme  under  this  Act  may  make  such 
provisions  iis  may  appear  necessary  for  carry- 
i  mg  thiH  section  into  ett'ect,  and  il  Decessary 
for  detenuTning  the  authority  to  wi»om  any 
existing  otlicer  is  to  he  transferred,  and  for 
a|mlyinj^  the  provisions  of  this  section  to  any 
officer  IV ho  suHers  pecuniary  loss  by  rea-oon  of 
anything  in  or  done  under  this  Act*  althiMigh 
I  he  iH  not  transferred  to  a  borough  council,'* 
I  To  that  I  wish  to  adil  my  Amendment, 
The  object  is  nut  to  bring  in  oihcers  not 
regularly  employed,  but  to  remove  & 
doubt  which  exists  as  to  whether  regis- 
tration othcors  are  otHcers  in  authority, 
and  as  &;uoh  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
compensation  clatise. 

Mr,  JOHN  BURNS  :  We  are  much 
indebted  to  the  explanation  of  the  hon, 
and  learned  Gentleman,  but  that  does  not 
remove  my  objection  to  this  Amendment, 
AVc  do  not  object  to  the  registration 
ffflicer  who  is  constantly  employed  being 
brought  withiii  the  scope  of  the  clause^ 
but  I  do  trust  that  the  clause  will  be  so 
drawn  that  it  will  not  incltide  men  who, 
because  they  ha^e  been  prec^iriously 
employed,  have  been  paid  a  very  much 
higher  rate  of  remuneration  than  if  they 
had  been  employed  under  the  town  clerk 
m  permanent  otficials.  1  do  protest 
against  those  registration  officers  who 
are  only  partially  employed  throughout 
the  year  being  bn night  in.  I  regret  that 
we  accepted  the  Amendment  i»f  the  hon. 
Member  fur  the  Strand  I>ivisiun,  and  I 
still  more  regret  that  the  Solicitor-General 
is  dipping  his  hand  again  Into  the  publie 
pocket,  fstrongly  protest  against  it. 

Amendment  agreed  to, 

SiK  SAMUEL  MONTAGU  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Whiieehapcl) :  I  hope  the  Com- 
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initt<?e  will  att*ept  the  Amendment  I  now 
ri»e  to  move.  Since  the  SockiuI  Ueading 
I  have  liatl  many  eonimnnieatiuns  with 
my  const itne tits,  aiul,  ^|iHte  irrespective  of 
piirty  1  find  thfre  is  a  ninversjii  opinion 
against  the  creation  of  thJH  large  mnnici- 
pulity.  They  think  that  the  mnnicipality 
so  create*  1  wt»ulrl  be  so  large  ihs  to  be 
iiimianagcal»k\  Both  Wliiteehapel  and 
St,  George's  snfler  from  me k- renting  antl 
overcrowding,  ami  have  to  be  specially 
treated  At  three  meeting8  which  were 
lately  held  l>y  separate  organiftations  unani- 
moiis  votes  have  been  |ia?ise<l  against  tlie 
propowil  tohaveso  large  a  munieipah*tv,an(l 
pro|H.)sing  as  an  alternative  to  unite  the 
two  Parliamentary  boroughs  of  White- 
ehapcl  and  St.  George'fi.  I  find  that  there 
is  no  objectioTi  at  all  to  this ;  that  Mile 
End,  Stepney,  and  Limehouse  woidd  he 
willing  to  be  united  into  one  borougb, 
leaving  Whiteehapel  and  St  Georges 
ftlone.  The  ordy  case  of  ditficulty 
is  Wapping,  which  is  a  wtiip  of 
land  running  round  St.  George's 
on  the  water  side,  which  ought  to  be 
united  with  8t.  George*s.  It  is  in  the 
Parliamentary  borough,  and  ought  to  go 
into  tliat  (liviiion,  Init  it  is  a  very  small 
area»  containing  less  than  2fi00  souIf,  and 
a  rateable  value  of  about  £50,000.  But 
as  the  feeling  i^  so  strong  in  favour  of 
email  boroughs,  my  friends  are  quite  pre- 
pared  in  this  ca.se ,  if  the  Solicitor  General 
BHVS  that  Wapping  ought  to  remidn 
witii  Limehouse,  to  waive  its  being  in- 
cluded in  St.  George's.  We  are  all  in 
agreement  that  Mile  End,  Stepney,  and 
Limehnuse  should  go  together,  leiiving 
Wliiiechapel  and  St.  George's  without 
Wapping  as  a  separate  muiucipdity.  I 
can  assure  tiic  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
that  there  is  no  diflercnce  of  opinion  in 
this  matter,  either  in  St.  George's  or  in 
the  constituency  which  1  represent.  I 
have  represented  Whiteehapel  ever  since 
it  has  been  a  Parliamentary  borough,  and 
as  I  do  not  intend  to  seek  re-election  after 
this  Parliament,  I  have  no  further  interest 
in  the  matter  than  to  do  what  I  consider 
my  duty. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  Bcliedule  1,  juice  18,  to  leave  out  i 
lines  10  and  11,  and  insert  the  word?,  ! 
*Tlie  area  cons^stin^  of  the  I'arliamentary 
^iviaion  of  Wbitechapeb  coiini^ting  of  oil  the 
areiM  included  in  the  Whiteehapel  DUtrict 
Board  t>f  Works,  together  with  the  I'arlia- 
inentaryrlivisiDnofSt.(^orpfe*s  in  the  EjkMt (in- 
cluding Wapping). ' "—  {JSir  JSam  ud  Montagu, ) 
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Qnestion  proposed^ 

*'  That  the  word  a  prorjoseil  to  J»e  leff  ont  to 
the  word  '  Limehouse,*  m  line  11»  stand  i^artof 
the  Bill/' 

Mil  H,  S,  SAMUEL  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Limehouse)  :  The  way  m  which  the  hori. 
(tentlmnao  moven  hisAmendment  entirely 
gets  riiX  of  my  ohjeetioii  to  it.  My  con- 
stituents have  the  very  .strf>ngest  ohjeetion 
to  parting  with  the  richest  portion  of  the 
ili«triet  of  Limehouse.  The  popnhition  of 
Wapping  m  extremely  small,  ami  the  rate- 
ahle  value  extremely  high,  and  if  it  were 
taken  away  it  would  mean  a  great  increase 
of  rates  of  LimehouBe.  The  hon.  (Tentie- 
mtio  has  now  remt^ved  my  objection,  and 
is  piTUtieally  proposing  the  exaet  Amend- 
ment which  I  put  down  at  the  Committee 
stage  of  the  Bill,  when  1  proposed  that 
the  Poor  Law  districts  of  Mile  Enci  Old 
Town  and  Stepney  should  lie  joined 
together.  From  the  first  I  have  always 
olijeeted  to  the  creation  of  this  ki^e 
borough,  aud  huve  always  suggeflted 
that  the  best  way  io  deal  with  th(^  matter 
would  he  the  formation  of  thr<^e  horoughs 
of  efjual  size.  That  lieing  so,  i  accept 
the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Baronet,  and  I 
earnestly  hope  that  the  (loverument  will 
agree  to  the  suggestion  which  1  Ijclieve  is 
put  before  them  with  the  unanimous  assent 
of  all  the  electors  concerned- 

Mk.  'HYJ)NT:Y  BUXTON  {Tower 
Hamh*ts,  Poplar):  This  particular  scheme 
was  put  into  the  Bill  condiliojially,  and 
Hulijeet  tu  discussion  and  agreement  when 
we  cjime  to  this  table.  If  the  whole  urea 
were  divided  luto  two,  having  regard  to 
population  and  rateable  value,  there  would 
be  two  boroughs  of  almost  erjual  size.  I 
hope  the  t Government  will  see  their  way 
to  accept  this  Amendment. 

LOKD  HUGH  CECIL  :  I  am  loth  to 
intervene  in  the  discussion,  but  I  feel 
contideot  that  if  the  hon.  Meod >er  for  Bow 
and  Bromley  were  here  hu  would  take  a 
different  view. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  I  did  speak 
to  the  hon,  Mem1>cr  for  Bow  and  Bromley, 
and  he  said  he  was  ready  to  accept  the 
Amendment. 

Mk,  STKADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney)  :  On  the  Committee  stage  of 
this  Bill  1  moved  an  Amendment,  and 
took  some  trouble  to  rake  out  some  his- 
toriciil  records  in  refererice  to  ^lile  End, 
Seeing  that  it  sends  two  Memliers  to 
PaHiament  and  four  mcml^ers  to  the 
Londort  County  Council,  I  thought 
it    had    ii    just    ckim    on    the    First 
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Lord  of  the  Treasury.  But  evidently  my 
historical  records  had  not  the  desired 
effect.  On  that  occasion  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  laid  down  the  principle 
that  either  the  Tower  Hamlets  should  be 
divided  into  two,  or  the  whole  thing  should 
be  referred  to  the  Boundary  Commission, 
but,  seeing  that  he  has  made  no  provision 
in  the  Bill  for  the  matter  going  to  the 
Boundary  Commission,  the  matter  ought 
to  be  decided  by  the  House.  I  may  say  that 
my  own  Vestry  have  passed  a  resolution 
in  favour  of  the  amalgamation  of  Lime- 
house  and  Mile  End  ;  but  if  you  look  at 
the  map  you  will  see  that  that  is  not  a 
good  geographical  area,  because  with  the 
exception  of  the  north-east  of  Wapping  it 
is  surrounded  by  St.  Oeorge's-in-the-£ast. 
Therefore  it  would  make  a  long  straggling 
borough,  and  would  be  rather  awkward  to 
get  at.  That  is  the  difficulty  I  am  placed 
in  in  supporting  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member.  As  the  five  parishes  are 
now  scheduled  in  the  BiU,  although  they 
would  make  a  very  large  borough,  it 
would  be  a  more  uniform  borough  than 
the  amalgamation  of  Mile  End  and  Lime- 
house. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Do  I  under- 
stand that  the  hon.  Gentleman  does  not 
approve  of  the  proposed  division  1 

Mr.  STEADMAN:  Well,  it  would 
make  a  very  awkward  borough. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  There  are  five 
Members  representing  this  area  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  Two  have  spoken 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  new  proposal, 
and  I  understand  the  other  two  take 
much  the  same  view,  while  the  fifth  thinks 
that  one  division  is  better  than  two.  I 
am  very  reluctant  to  diminish  the  size  of 
the  areas  already  agreed  to.  There  must, 
of  course,  be  a  certain  amount  of  objec- 
tion to  changes  of  this  kind,  and  which 
cannot  be  entirely  removed.  As 
the  House  in  Committee  unanimously 
.  came  to  an  agreement  on  the  matter,  and 
as  the  Members  interested  are  not  im- 
animous  in  any  of  the  proposed  changes,  I 
think  the  House  had  better  adhere  to  the 
original  decision  of  the  Committee. 

♦Mr.  LOWLES  (Shoreditch,  Hagger- 
ston):  I  quite  understood  that  the 
Grovernment  were  prepared  to  accept  the 
proposal.  I  believe  that  the  proposed 
division  is  most  acceptable  to  all  parties 

Mr.  Steadman. 


in  the  division,  and  I  feel  very  stron^v 
that  there  are  many  circumstances  whicli 
justify  it.  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
would  be  consulting  the  consensus  of 
opinion  on  both  sides  of  politics  if  he 
listened  to  the  voice  of  the  whole  of  the 
Members  for  the  district,  except  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stepney. 

Mr.  STUART :  I  hope  that  the  First 
liord  of  the  Treasury  wnl  still  favourably 
consider  the  division  proposed.  W'Tien  he 
agreed  to  put  the  whole  of  these  five 
boroughs  in  one  division  on  the  Committee 
stage,  it  was  not  by  any  means  that  that 
view  prevailed  in  the  Committee ;  it  was 
simply  that  hon.  Members  felt  that  some- 
thing should  be  put  in  the  Bill  at  that 
stage  in  order  that  the  matter  might  be 
discussed.  It  has  been  very  much  dis- 
cussed, and  I  venture  to  say  there  is  more 
unanimity  than  the  First  Lord  recog- 
nises in  the  desire  to  divide  the  area  into 
two.  The  hon.  Member  for  Stepney  is 
the  only  Member  of  this  House  who 
has  really  said  anything  on  the  other 
side ;  but  I  would  point  out  that  he  him- 
self is  in  favour  of  two  boroughs,  his  only 
difficulty  being  that  if  Wapping  is  to  be 
attached  to  Stepney  it  would  not  look 
well  on  the  map.  Then,  I  would  point 
out  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Stepney 
admitted  that  his  own  representative 
Vestry  is  in  favour  of  the  proposal  now 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON  (Hack- 
ney,  South) :  Several  conversions  seem  to 
have  taken  place  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
and  the  names  of  three  hon.  Gentlemen 
are  mentioned  as  being  converted  to  the 
division  into  two  boroughs.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Mile  End  discussed  this 
question  with  me  over  and  over  again. 
He  was  particularly  keen  as  to  this  area 
being  made  one  borough.  Now  we  hear 
he  has  changed  his  mind.  Then  we  are 
told  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Bow  and 
Bromley  had  also  changed  his  mind,  but 
I  found  him  very  keen  in  having  this 
large  area  made  one  borough.  There  is  a 
great  deal  to  be  said  as  to  the  area  nearest 
the  City  being  very  narrow  and  unwork- 
able as  a  borough.  I  certainly  had  not 
the  slightest  idea  that  the  Government 
had  the  intention  of  altering  the  area. 
I  have  heard  distinct  approval  from 
people  in  the  district  of  the  arrangement 
the  Government  camie  to  on  the  Com- 
mittee stage  of    the  Bill,  and   I   have 
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received  no  memorials  from  vestries  or 
other  public  bodies  against  the  proposal 
of  the  Government. 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  I  do  not  know 
why  the  hon.  Member  for  Haggerston 
understood  that  this  Amendment  was  to 
be  accepted  by  the  Government. 


♦Mr.  LOWLES  :    A  large  deputation  | 
w^aited  on  the  Government ;  I  believed 
that  they  were  given  some  encourage- 
ment. 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY :   The  deputation  j 
was  received  with  courtesy,  as  usual,  but  I 
the  gentlemen  seem  to  have  jumped  to  ; 
the  conclusion  that  the  Government  were 
going  to  accept  this  Amendment.     We 
are  told  there  is  a  general  agreement  on 
this  proposal  amongst  the  Members  for  the 
district,  but  it  is  unfortunate  that  some  of 
these  Gentlemen  are  absent,      I  cannot 
help  thinking  that,  if  these  hon.  Members 
entertained    this  view    at    all  strongly, 
they  would  have  been  here  to  support  it. 
We  are  in  this  difficulty,  that  we  are  asked 
to  make  a  change  of  this  kind  without 
strong    reasons    of    administrative    con- 


venience being  adduced  to  the  House  for 
it.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have  had  some 
good  reasons  given  the  other  way,  which, 
to  my  mind,  were  convincing.  If  you 
look  at  the  map  it  will  be  seen  that,  geo- 
graphically speaking,  the  proposed  divi- 
sion would  be  awkward.  You  would  have 
Mile  End  and  Limehouse,  and  then  a  long 
strip  along  the  shore  of  the  Thames  which 
ought  to  belong  to  St.  George's-in-the- 
East.  That  \'iew  was  strongly  presented 
to  us  by  a  deputation  which  was  accom- 
panied by  the  hon.  Baronet  who  made 
this  motion.  Under  these  circumstances 
it  is  desirable  that  Wapping  should  belong 
to  the  other  four  districts,  and  the  whole 
made  into  one  borough. 

Mr.  STEADMAN  :  By  leave  of  the 
House  I  may  say  I  have  no  very  strong  feel- 
ing in  this  matter ;  and,  seeing  that  I  am  in 
the  minority,  I  am  quite  wiUing  to  with- 
draw any  objection  1  have  to  the  proposed 
division  and  to  support  the  hon.  Member 
for  Whitechapel. 

Question  put — 

The  House  divided  :  Ayes,  133  ;  Noes, 
55.     (Di\'ision  List  No.  181.) 


Arnold,  Alfred 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  Jamefl  (Walworth) 
Baillie,  Jas.  E.  6.  (Inverness) 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Balfour,*Rt.Hn.A.J.(Manch'r) 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  G.  W.(Leed8) 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfoll 
Blakiston-Houston,  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bousfield,  William  RoMrt 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  E.) 
Cecil,  Lorci  Hu^h  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain.Rt.  Hn.  J.  ( Birm . ) 
Chamberlain,J.Austen(Wor€'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Clare,  Octavius  I^igh 
Clarke,  Sir  Edw.( Plymouth) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thoe.H.  A.  E. 
Co^hill,  Douglas  Harry 
Collings,  Rt.  lion.  Jesse 
Colston,  Ch.  Ed.  H.  Athole 
Cranborne,  Viscount 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Palrymple,  Sir  Charlos 


AYES. 

Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chvtham) 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Drage,  Geofirey 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fi  tzGerald ,  Sir  Rober  tPenrose- 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Foster,  Colonel  (I^ncaster) 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbs,  Hn.A.G.H.(C.ofLond.) 

!   Gibbs,  Hon.  V.  (St.  Albans) 

I   Godson,  Sir  Augustus  F. 

I   Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edwiutl 

j   Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Jo^n  E. 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hatch,  Ernest  Frederick  Geo. 
Heath,  James 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hermon-Hodge,  Robert  T. 
Hill.  Arthur  (Down,  West) 
Hoare,  Edw.  Bi-odie  (Hamps.) 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hughes,  Colonel  Edwin 
Hutchinson,  Capt.G.W.Grice- 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 


Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Kemp,  George 
Keswick,  William 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seyinour 
Lawrence,  W.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Liverp'l.) 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas-Shad  well,  William 
I   Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
j   Macdona,  John  Cumining 
I   Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
i   Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
!   M'Killop,  James 
I   Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 

Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
I    Monk,  Charles  James 
j   Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
I   Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.  A.(Deptf  d) 
Newdigate,  Francis  Alexander 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Pease,  Herb.  Pike(Darlington) 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Earl 

Pilkinj^on,  R.  (Lanes  Newton) 
Priestley,SirWOverend(Edin. 
Purvis,  Robert 

Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Matt.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  T. 
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which   they   aro   entitlo'l. 
remarks  I  beg  to  move  tin'  . 

Amendment  proposed   - 

"In  Clause  *2G,  paj^f  I.').  \\\w 
insert  -  *  I*n»vi<led  that  t  he  Imh  <  ••, 
if  it  thinks  lit,  take  IntD  a- 
service  under  anv  authoiitv  ■•' 
which  this  Act  refers,  in  nnlcr  ' 
total  period  of  service  of  any  •« 
compensation  under  this  Ar\.' 
Snuth.) 

Question  proposed  ** '! . 
be  there  inserted.'' 

Mr.  A.  J.BALFOri. 
form  in  which  the  1i"ji 
his  Amendment   on    :i 
made  it  compulsory   iu 
thus  rendered  it  oblii;; 
cipality  to  pay  for  sei 
another  municipality 
such   a   clause   was   u' 
Member   shows   hia  -  . 
fact  here  by  makin;. 
this  form  it  is  not  ■ 
course  there  are  casf> 
might  be  extremely  ' 
concerned.     This  pi 
borough  councils  lii 
power,  therefore  1 
that  we  should  accc] 

Question  put  an<l 
Further  Amend n 

The    SOLICIK 

R.     B.     FiNLAY,    I J 

think  that  one  w» 

regards    this   Anie 

The  object  <»f  it  i 

scope  of  the  compen 

officers,  such  asreg 

powers  and  duties  t 

this  Act.  The  duty  -  ' 

has  been  transferr- 

and  this  Aniendmi'  »-*•' 

a  doubt  which   ma 

these   persons  c»)n  .    ' 

the  clause  or  not. 

Amendment    pi  -  '*" 

after  Sub-section  ( 

"  (2)  Sub-sections- 
tiio  Local  (ioveninn 
to  the  exL^itinj^  ullictj 
as  if  references  in 
(listrict  couucil  v 
lM)rou};h  council,  and 
X\\i\  liorou;;h  council 
sections  shall  Ik;  paii 
-  - ( Mr.  Solif  itor- dm' 

Question  propo? 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  STUART 
Attt'r  what  bab  bf 


.^;!ii.> 


.-_   -^wiu  *uu  I  feel  very  strongly 

.  —  ...r  Tcuiy  circumstances  which 

^: :  yir«t  Loixl  of  the  Treasury 

..L-jidting   the    consensus  of 

■  :i   sides   of   politics  if  he 

-    iiice  of  the  whole  of  the 

•    ::t*  '.listrict,  except  the  hun. 

■.  '^opney. 

xJxT :  I  hope  that  the  Fim 

••  '."-rjisury  will  still  favourably 

._.     -  :i vision  proposed.     When  he 

n;c  the  whole   of   these   five 

^ .  -    :   -ne  division  on  the  Committee 

«  xoz  by  any  means  that  that 

.  u.t^i  in  the  Conmiittee  ;  it  was 

J.  ion.  Menil)ers  felt  that  some- 

^  ...  ..l;«i  Ih?  put  in  the  Bill  at  that 

L»ier  that  the  matter  might  1)6 

-  ..-^^w     I:   hiis  been  very  much  dis- 

^,v.     v:  I  venture  to  sa}' there  is  more 

:han    the    First  Lord    recog- 

■ix:  desire  to  divide  the  area  into 

'*t   lion.  Meml)er  for  Stepney  is 

..     Menil>er    of    this   House  who 

.     -I**!',    siiid   anything   on   the   other 

■4.  I  would  point  out  that  he  him- 

>    '.  :avour  of  two  boroughs,  his  only 

A^*:*    viiig  that  if  Wapping  is  to  W 

.^..ta   :o   Stepney  it  would  not  look 

.».    a  :qo  map.     Then,  I  woidd  point 

icbc   the  hon.  Meml^er  for  Stepney 

u.i.e<:    that    his    own    repi*esentative 

>^.*    *  ill  favour  of  the  proposal  now 

;..Lt  .i\e  House. 

IK.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON  (Hack- 

^.,. .  >^uch) :  Several  conversions  seem  to 

'  .ifc  ;siktfn  place  in  regard  to  this  matter, 

:.jL«i  .ae  names  of  three  hon.  Gentlemen 

Lt^  iiMutioned  as  being  converted  to  the 

I'.iJiAoa   into  two  boroughs.     The  hon. 

MdUAOvT  for    Mile   End    discussed  this 

.i4«.o4.!oa  with  me  over  and  over  again. 

' '«)  %;w  particularly  keen  as  to  this  area 

'«Uii^  uiiulo  one  borough.     Now  we  hear 

'tf  >iw  changed  his  mind.     Then  we  are 

utd  chat  the  hon.  Member  for  Bow  and 

*-(rvuu«v  had  also  changed  his  mind,  but 

ounu  him  very  keen  in  having  this 

'.^^<>  Area  made  one  borough.     There  is  a 

^i^uA  doiil  to  be  said  as  to  the  area  nearest 

he  Ouy  being  very  narrow  and  unwork- 

u*At»  .ui  a  borough.     I  certainly  had  not 

dM  luightest  idea  that  the  Government 

w   the  intention  of  altering  the  area. 

uv©    heard    distinct    approval   from 

>vv>f^Io  in  the  district  of  the  arrangement 

av    liovernment  came  to  on  the  Com- 

u«i'wco   stage  of    the  Bill,   and   I   have 
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ceived  no  memorials  from  vestries  or 
other  public  bodies  against  the  proposal 
01  the  Government. 

Sm  R.  B.  FI:NLAY:  I  do  not  know 
why  the  hon.  Member  for  Haggerston 
understood  that  this  Amend  merit  was  to 
be  accepted  b^'  the  (government. 

*Mr.  LOA\TjES:  xV  large  deputation 
waited  on  the  (government  ;  I  believed 
that  they  were  given  some  encourage- 
ment. 

Sir  K,  B.  FINLA Y  :  The  deputation 
was  received  with  courtesy,  as  usual,  hut 
the  gentlemen  seem  to  have  Jumped  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  Government  were 
going  to  accept  this  Amendment.  We 
are  told  there  is  a  general  agreement  on 
this  proposal  amongst  the  Memberij  for  the 
district,  but  it  is  unfortunate  that  some  of 
these  Gefitlcmen  are  al>sent,  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that,  if  these  hon.  Meml>ers 
entertained  this  \iew  at  all  strcjugly, 
they  would  ha\e  been  here  trj  support  it. 
We  are  in  thisdilticulty,  that  wc  arc  asked 
to  make  a  change  of  this  kind  without 
strong    reasorjs    of     administrative    ci^n- 


venience  Iwirig  adduced  to  the  Hmise  for 
it.  On  the  other  hund^  wc  have  had  some 
good  reasons  given  the  other  way,  which, 

I  to  my  mind,  were  convincing.  If  you 
look  at  the  map  it  will  be  seen  that,  geo- 
giaphically  speaking,  the  propfjsed  divi- 
sion would  be  awkwarcL  Yuu  would  have 
Mile  End  and  Limehouse,  and  then  a  long 
strip  along  th**  shon?  of  the  Thames  which 
ought  to  Indong  to  St.  (teoige's-in-the' 
Ecist.     That  view  wai^  strongly   presented 

I  to  us  by  a  deputation  which  was  accom- 
panied by  the  hon.  Baronet  who  made 
this  motion.  Under  these  eircunistances 
it  is  desirable  that  Wapping  should  belong 
tn  the  other  four  districts,  and  the  whole 
uumIc  intH  njic  brirough, 

Mu.  STEAD^fAN:  By  leave  of  the 
House  I  may  say  I  have  no  very  strimg  feel- 
ing in  this  matter  ;  and^  seeing  that  I  am  in 
the  minority,  I  ain  €|uite  willing  tc  with- 
I  draw  any  objection  I  have  to  the  proposed 
division  and  to  support  the  hon.  JfemVier 
for  Whitnchapel, 

(Question  put — - 

The  House  divided  :  Ayes,  133  ;  Noes, 
55.     (Division  List  No.  }H\.) 


ArnitliK  Alfred 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Ibm.  John 
Bailey,  Jame»  (Walw*>rth) 
Ikiiliie,  .laij.  K.  U.  (Inverness) 
lialcarreH,  Ltml 
B&lfour/Itt.Hn.A.JjMancirr) 
Balfour,  itt.  Hn.  G.  W.(LeedB) 
Barnes,  Frederic  iiorell 
Hartley,  George  i\  T. 
Barton^  Dunbar  Flunket 
Beckett,  Ernest  Will  jam 
Be|igi  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
BlaEi^t  on 'Houston,  John 
Blandell,  Colonel  Henr}' 
Boojifieldt  WilliATu  liobert 
Brodrick,  Kt.  Hon.  Hi.  Jolin 
Cecil,  Evelvn  (Hertford,  E/) 
Cecil,  Lortf  Huj^h  (Greenwich) 
rhaloner,  Captain  H.  (i.  W, 
Charnl>erlarn.Hf .  Hn.d  J  Binn. ) 
Cliamberlain,J,Au!^ten(Worc'r 
Chaplm,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Clare,  Octavius  I^igh 
Clarke,  Sir  Edw^lMyriiouth) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  TlioaH.  A-  E. 
Cophilh  l*ou^lai*  Harry 
CollingB,  Bt.  Hon.  .les*© 
Colston,  Ch.  Ed.  H.  Athole 
Cranbome,  Viacount 
Crosfl,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cuhitti  Hon.  Henry 
Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Palrjmple,  Bir  ChHrl»» 


AVEH. 

Da  vies.  Sir  H.  D,  (Cht<tUanO 
Dickson 'l*oyniIer,  Sir  John  l\ 
Uouj^ltLR,  Bt.   Hon,  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  \Villiani  Theodore 
Drage,  GeotTrey 
Dune om be,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Fellowe«i»  Hon.   Ailwyn  Edw. 
Finlay,  Sir  lUiberl  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerahi,SirBobertFenrose- 
Folkestone,  \  iscount 
Foster.  Colonel  (Eancaster) 
Gartit,  William 
(ab!j«.  Hti.A.(;.H.(C.ofLond,| 
Gibbs,  Hon.  \^  (St.  Albans) 
Godi^on,  Sir  Au^fustUB  F. 
( ioltlftworLhy,  Major-General 
tiordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst  Itt.  Hun.  Sir  Jo'<n  E. 
Gould ing,  Edward  Alfrijd 
iiray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Hardy,  I^urence 
Hatch,  Erne»t  Frederick  Geo. 
Heath,  James 
Henden*on,  Alexander 
H eno on  •  H  od ^e,  Holiert  T, 
Hill,  Arthur  (Down,  West) 
Hoare,  Edw.  Hrodie  (Hanips.) 
Houston,  K.  P. 
Howartl,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hubliard,  Hon.   Evelyn 
Hughes,  Colonel  Edwin 
Hutchinson,  (  apt.  tJ» W.Grice- 
Jehh,  Richard  Ciaverhouse 


Jeffreys.  Arthur  Fretleriek 
Jeatiel,  CapL  Herl>ert  Merion 
Kemp,  Georjj^e 
Keswickt  William 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Laurence*  W.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Er^kine 
Long,  Bt.  Hn.  W.  (Liverpl.) 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lucas'SWiwell,  William 
Macartney,  W'.  G,  Ellbon 
Macdona,  Jolin  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Killop,  James 
Melh>r,  Colonel  (Lancasliire) 
Mihvard*  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  Jamei* 
Moon,  Edward  Kohert  Pacy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Mouni'thsh.) 
Morrell,  (ieorge  Herbert 
Morton.  Arthur  H.  A.|Deptf  d) 
Xewdigate,  Francis  Alexander 
Nicol,L>onald  Ninian 
Pea«e,  Herb.  Pi ket Darlington) 
Penn,  John 
Percy,  Eiirl 

Pilkington,  B.( Lance  Newton  | 
Priestlev,Si  rW  Overend  ( Edin. 
Pur\'i8,  kohert 

Baach,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Kidley,  Rt,  Hon.  Sir  M^tt.  W, 
Ritchie,  Bt.  Hon,  C.  T. 


fi'ot'frninruf  AV//.  7ir» 

Williams,  Colonel  l».  (Doi-stn 
•ii-  hri  tv       Williams,  ,1.  Powell-  (Hirni.i 

Wodeliouse.lUIIoiiK.  H.i  IJjithi 
\.  \Vylic,  Alexamler 

.'\.  *v.Lrr.\v     AVvnilham,  (Joorge 
-!:'•>  AVyii(lliani-(,>uii).  Major  \\'.  11. 

•^iM  Tellkiis  you  the  Avk<-  Sir 

•-^•-■rK  William   Walroiid  and  Mr. 

•■-  .T  "  Aiistnither. 


..•-   i.L-:t>H      Samuel,  ll^irry  S.    Liiiicln»ii>ei 
.  •;  .  .  :r.  Samm'l,  ,j.  iStockton-on  Toe.-' 

Schwann,  ("liarles  K. 
Sliaw,  Tin. mas  i  llawiok  11. . 
Su.il h.  Sjimiiel  (Flint  i 
Steadman,  William  CharU-« 
Sullivan,  Doral  (Westnuutli) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
i.-T  srtlien      Tully.  .laf-iier 
»     *  • : :  y  AVedderhurn,  Sir  M'illiam 

\   .  »  ..  w.W.      Weir,  Jwuies  (lalloway 

Williams.John('arveir(  Notts.) 
■    .     "v..h.\      Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York.W.K.i 
Wilson,  John'(J)urhain,  Mid) 
Woods,  Samuel 


■■.  ?.:  t* 


Tkllki;.^     foh    the    X<»ks— 
•     ■;:•.  .S.K.)  Sir   Samuel    Montajju   and 

Mr.  James  Stuart. 
^-   -".".in 

•iihnriit  a»^iv(M|  to. 

. ':   •. :  Anii'mliiiiMits  iiuulc. 

\V..    STI'Airr:    AVo     have'     ]as.<r.l     a 

■::  .s;   which    says   tlial  cvcrv   ].<irti«'M  nf 

t     .•  -.iTUy  of   London   shall   l-o   in    SMnjo 

•» .-.  ■.;i:h.     Xow,  st»  far  as  1  can  niakr  oiu, 

'•.     I  I'lK'i^natc    ('hurcli     of    St.     lN'trr>, 

V\  cs'.Tyiinstcr,  is  not  so  inclucK'd. 

M]^  K.  1).  KINLAV  :  1  luno  lun:«l..l 
•:  ;i'i  Anu'inhnrnt  to  int'ct  that  ra.-i'.  Tho 
:\-;,m:i  why  it  was  oniittr*!  1  cfMH*  was 
Ii;.;  tl-t'iT  was   sonio  «|m'siion   as   tu  thf 

].,        '     " 

[},;,!    AllU-ndUMMlt. 


v;«j::i    ^onlalal■ios.       1    now  Iroi:   ti*  inoAf 


-....I'         ■■  1::  ]i;iL:e  is.  line  :it  to  adi.l    'and    inr-lu-iir:^' 

i.>^..!r.-    il'*'   t^*'ltV'i''^t«'   rhunh    of  St.    iVliT.    W^-f. 

iMin-'li^".  anti  the  Li'  ertv  of  the  Ilnll-.'  "  -     // . 

^'■'^'^     So/..','-     U'ncrnI  . 


(^»:-.;-:i"n.   "Tliat   tlu'Sr  w..i,i-  ]•,.  thri,- 
■  i..lii     I1.S.  Jtid.    I'lit  ami  agriMil  t". 
•  ■'»!'>:•■ 
MI-  or 


Mi.  S'lTAiiT:  Illiiiikl)!-!.:>.,?...Ti:.-i 
'tl,;n*  ].ari  .:  L"iMlnn  tha:  \x.-  l.u\.-  l.:;.-^  -..i.. 
,,  ihr    M-.i  ;i;i:  i-theT..wrr.     I-l-.:.k::..   'I .  v ,  i 
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Sir  R  B,  FINLAY  :  I  am  very  much  ,  with  which  we  arc  now  deah'ng,  mid 
nbligeil  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  The  which  is  enil>raoed  in  the  schedule  of  this 
matKjrwill  be  considered.  '  Biil.     Part  111.  is  a  consolidatroii  of  an 

Act  whii  Ij  wa^  passed  by  Lord  Beacons- 
Other  Amendments  raado»  [  lield  in   185 1  ;  but   that  Act,  which   was 

in  vogue  from  1851  to  isyo,  was  seldom, 
i\jiother  Amendment  proposed —  '  if    ever,  brought   into    operation   in  the 

,„      ,  „  V       .^.    1   r        *A       metropolis.       It    was    framed    by    Lord 

"  In  twLffe  19.  coliiiim   2,  line   2«.\   liefore   the     ,.         ^   ,,         .  ,        ,.         *i  fi    .      :r 

woi.1  ^  mibjec-t;  to  insert  the  wonls  ^  nubjeet  to  I  Beaconsfield    with      the     idea     that     if 

hve-lawft  ami  re^'iilationa  nuule  by  the  Cnunty    dwellings   were   required   over  and  above 

C 4juncil  and  '  " — ( Mr .  Ja mis  St  tin tt . )  th  ose    dwellings     w  li ich     were     f 0 r m e r  1  y 

acquired  under  Part  L  and  Fart  II.,  they 


(juestion  proposed^ — **  That  th^^se  M^ords 
lie  there  inserted." 


should  be  actpnred  under  Part  ITL  There 
may  have  been  individual  instances  here 
and  there  where  Part  II L  was  brought 
into  operation,  but,  praeticall}'  speaking, 
it  was  a  dead  letter  from  1851  to  IHDO. 
In    tlie  year    1H90,   when    there    was   a 

feneral  consolidation  of  all  the  different 
[ousing    Acts,  Lord  Shaftesbury's    Act 
came  into  operation.     With  the  cxecptiun 
of   one   or  two  instances,  between   1890 
and  now,  Part  lib  hiH  not  !»een  put   into 
operation    very   mueh  in    the  inetropulia. 
It  was  exercised   in   the  ye-ar  1893  on  a 
considerably    large  scjile  fur  the  aeijnisi- 
tioii  of  the   Milll«iiik    MsUile,  and  it  was 
aUo  put  into  opcnition  in  b'^9ri  in  what  is 
known    as    the    P'ah'oii    Cmnt    Irnprtive- 
ment    Ki^tate,     But    in    but!^   these   eases 
Part  III.  was  excra.siMl  more  in  tlie  mwm 
o£    an    adflition    to    tlie    Kcheine   under 
I  Part    L   and   Part  lb     The    House   nsay 
I  know  that  the  Mil  I  bank  Estate,   which   is 
I  being  rapitlly  developed,  is  to  go  to  tbfise 
persons  who  have   l>eeii  ib^iplaced^  im<ler 
the  schemes  known  jia  Part  L  in  this  Act, 
in  other  parts  of  London,     Up  to   this 
point    I*art    lib    h*»s  heen  innro  or    lesH 
excluded^  and   has  not  been  biuught  into 
operation.     A\^ithin  the  last   few  months, 
however,  the  Lomlon  C'Oimty  Council  and 
the    Housing    Committee   of   that  btwly, 
recognising  the  extremely  gmve  condition 
of  affairs  in  Lontloii,  the  fearfid   state  of 
congestion,    the    continuous   increase    of 
population,  and  the  difiicnhy  f)f  at'cumiufi- 

Mr.  STUART  1  I  do  not  wish  to  press  '**'!"«  ^V  ^^''^'t'  ''"?  "*^"',  I*"?'  '""•'' 
it,  but  1  ho,i€  that  the  Soljcitor-Genoral  l«  termed  a  ncjj'^departure.  and  that  a  very 
will  consider  the  n.atter  when  he  >i  in-  J™«t'c  om-.  The  n-.ul  ha.  Lcn-,.  tt,,,t^  h. 
quiring  i..to  other  points.  1  ^"nJ""  <-o»"t.v  '^>^""«^''  ^'^  conimuted 

.  .  I  themselves  to  a  n^w  and  verv  extensive 

Amendments,  by  leave,  withdrawn.         I  policy,  which  is  not  merely  to'cf^ritinue  to 
^       ^    ,  I  clear  the  areas  and  rehiuld  under  Part   1. 

Sir  .L  DICKSOX-POYNDER  (Wilts,  !  of  the  Act  on  a  large  scale,  and  under  a 
Chippenham):  I  have  to  move  to  leave  smaller  scale  under  Pnrt  IL,  but.  Hnding 
out  lines  26  and  27  on  page  20.      It  will    that   thev    havr   W^en   unable  tr»  replace 

■  be  convenient,   I    think,    tfiat    I   should    entii-elv  the  numt»er  of  p*u.ip.'e  they  nave 

■  briefly  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to    tlisplaced  under  l*art  II,  theV  have   now 

■  the  history   of  that  p4>rtion  of  the  Act    committed     themJ*eUew,     for    Wtier    or 


Sir  K.  B.  FINLAY :  I  had  an  inter^ 
new  with  some  persons  of  experience  in 
regard  to  thia  matter.  I  am  unable  to 
see  the  necessity  for  these  woixJdj  and  I  ch) 
not  think  any  clear  reasons  weixi  adduced 
in  support  of  them.  The  matter  will, 
however,  be  consklere<l. 

Amendment,  by  le^ive,  withdrawn. 

Amendments  proposed^ 

**  In  SchtHlule  2,  paji'e  19,  column  2,  line  23, 
after  '  s.  l»X>,'  t^j  m\\  *  titiA  .h.  101  *  ;  an<l  in  ' 
Sdiwhile  2,  page  \%  coluiuu  *i,  hm?  23»  after 
'  .^,  1(NV  a<l«l  *  sabjeet  lo  the  reqiiirenient  that  | 
iMjrou^h  foiiiiril  nhall  huihI  aitniially  tt»  cuuuty  I 
("ouncil  ft  copy  of  thn  reginter/  '-  {Mr.  Sitmrt^  \ 
fnr  Captain  itinelfiii\) 

8m  K.  B.  FINLAY  :  The  iim  of  these 
Amendments  is  already  dealt  with  by  an 
Amendment  made  at  my  instance. 

Mr.  STUART:  As  to  the  seeond 
Ameuflment.  I  do  not  see  how,  without  it, 
the  County  Council  can  obt^iin  a  copy  of 
the  register. 

Sin  R.  B.  FINLAY  :    I  hope  the  hon. 
Member  will  not  press  tin's.      I  do  not ' 
see   the  neces>sity   for  the  duplication   of 
these  registers.     The  register  kept  by  the 
borough  council  may  be  inspected. 
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worrse,  to  a  very  extensive  exercise  of 
Pare  IIL  of  the  Aec  Pkrt  III.  empowers 
!i  county  council  to  porciiase 

Atteucioti  c&ileil  to  the  f&ct  that  there 
wtjw  not  -40  members  present.  House 
count^  iuivl  iO  members  being  present, 
IVbttte  ret^umsed. 

SiK  J.  PICKSONPOYNDER  :  Before 
l^^  every  loc«il  authority  that  exercised 
IVl  lit  it^  fir^  to  obtain  the  sanction 
^^1  Ih^  Hv>m«  i>ffic«.     The  Act  of  1890 
Uid  aw^y  with  that  sanction,  and  every 
KkhiU  authv>riiy  which  dedres  to  exercise 
tVl  lit  iH>w  i$  able  to  do  so  without 
aihiiw^at^f'  l^^  whatsoever.  That  Part  en- 
acl«  IhaQ  KkmJ  authorities  nay  purchase 
la^t  Wl  it  W  ako  laki  down  that  the 
KhnU  auihoritY.  haviitf  purvhased  land, 
W  v^^bli^t  it^^  U^  buila  upon  it.  and  to 
iMa^Mi^  iW  buiMin^  it    eiect^sL     The 
ifViMN^  wKy   t  iiK^vi^  n^v  AmeiKiment  is 
thai  )  aw^  viuilii^  ^r^.  althou^  in  former 
yvai^it  IV^  lit  ha*  not  been  much  used, 
ihat  it  W  m^w  tv*  be  u^  ix>n$iderably, 
av^i  i^  V)t  iK^  in  a  property  e^uinped  con- 
vlilK^  U'  ^^uablo  it  to  N»  u«$eii  to  the  benefit 
vNii   iK^    m<^trv'pv>tu»  as  a  whole.     If  the 
u^t\'*».*viu*iiw^te  purchase  of  land  is  to  be 
vam^l  vHit  iu  tv^nvloa  there  should  be 
f\M  ih^v  siaite^i^rvU  iu  one  direction,  and 
fu\^h<.^4^    ^.\le»Mious    iu    another.      With ; 
ivivAv^u^  to  ^e^ua^is,  a  Government  \ 
a^vKv^itv  ^v,HiKt  be  caUeil  into  requisition 
to  |(iv\>  W  sanction,  both  as  regards  the 
puivha*^^  ^'  lamt»  and  also  as  to  the  plan 
gJt    (fh^   buiKUi\^  to  be  erected  on  it. 
'l%04»    k   hv'wover.  another    important : 
pokiul  iu  u\Y    humble  opinion,  which  is ! 
tbav  it'  this*  l^art  is  to  be  exercised  very  ] 
laigob'  iKix'ivyKoul  the  metropolis  there 
^hvuU^  K^  an  exiention  allowed — namely 
tht^V,  ha\iux  imn^ha^e^i  the  laml,  the  local 
iiUthvuilY  hKhII   hs^vo   full  power  to  sell 
it  iv^  Uuv^  i4H  ii  isi  haiuleil  over  to  some 
v\viuu4u^v    vu'  jivviotY  that  is  prepared  to 
iuuKl  wluKiivx-ol-^^^  vlwellings  on  it.       In 
tho  va^io  v^  T\u't    I.,  a  oleamm*e  having 
Uhmi    viu^Uot    I  ho   sauctioa  of  the  Home 
OlHco  ha:*  to  K^  v»btaiut\l  l>efore  the  local 
authvaity  »uay  build  on  it,  and  I  should 
\i\KS  >*vviao  silch   ix^gulation  brought  into 
opiuuiivui  with  ivtViv»K»e  to  Part  III,      If  , 
uot,  ihou^  \^  ill  Iv  iu  London  in  the  future 
ukUiY    diHiriclvH   in    which    land   will    be  I 
miiiui^vKl   auvl  ivntix>lKHl  by  the  munici- 1 
piUitioc*.     In  ^^4sit   legislation  the  principle  , 
hiis  been  laid  vU»wu^that  it   is  not  in  the  I 
boat  iutviv^li*  vrf  the  metropolis,  or  of  the  I 


pri\'ate    enterprise  and    industry  which 
:  have  made  this  country  prosperous,  that 
I  municipalities  should  have  the  control  of 
I  property  on  a  large  scale  in  the  metro- 
I  polls.     To  such  an  extent  has  that  prin- 
,  ciple  been  laid  down  that  Part  I.  of  the 
Housing  Act  provides  that  at  the  end  of 
10  years  after  the  clearance,  unless  the 
sanction  of  the  Home  Office  is  obtained, 
the  land  must  be  sold  by  the  municipality. 
Ten  years  have  now  nearly  elapsed  since 
the  Act    became  law,  and  I   hope   the 
Government  Department  will  stand  firm 
and  say  that  the  land  must  go  back  to  a 
private  indi\ddual  or  to  a  society.  There  is 
great  danger  in  front  of  us  in  working 
Part  in.  on  an  extensive  scale.     Lsmd 
has   enormously    increased    in    value   in 
the    metropolis ;     the    price    of    build- 
ing   materials    and     labour     has    also 
enormously    increased,    and    the    result 
is  that  the  officers  of  the  London  County 
Council  have  found  out  that  it  is  practi- 
<  cally  impossible  if  land  is  purchased  in 
the  central  portions  of  London  to  erect 
on  it  dwellings    according    to  standard 
without  finding  a  financial  loss  at  the  end. 
This  is  a  very  grave  question,  and,  as  I 
have  said,  the  London  County  Council  is 
committed  to  a  very  drastic  policy  in  this 
direction.     A    very  large  section  of  its 
members  in,  their  enthusiasm  for  meeting 
this  great  difficulty,  are  quite  prepared  to 
commit  themselves    to    the    principle — 
which  is  most  dangerous  and  fallacious — 
that  if  you  cannot   build  at  a  financial 
profit  you  should  go  to  the  rates  for  the 
deficit.    That  is  undoubtedly  the  policy 
which  the  Progressive  members  of  the 
London  County  Council  contemplate.     It 
is  a  policy  against  all  the  laws  of  political 
economy. 

Mr.  STUART  :  The  hon.  Baronet  has 
not  adduced  any  proof  of  that  statement. 

Sir  J.  DICKSON-POYNDER :  I  can 
adduce  my  own  knowledge  of  members  of 
the  Council  who  have  considerable  stand- 
ing, and  who  advocate  that  policy. 

Mr,  STUART :  There  is  no  ground 
for  saying  that  that  is  the  policy  of  the 
Progressive  majority  of  the  Council. 

Sir  J.  DICKSON-POYNDER :  I  will 
not  weary  the  House  by  entering  into  a 
controversy  with  the  hon.  Gentleman. 
If  the  London  County  Council  exercise 
Part  III.  on  an  extensive  scale,  they  will 
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find  it  absolutisly  impossible  to  do  it  at  a 
profit.  The  effect  of  the  proposal  in  the 
Bill  is  that  the  thirty  borough  councils 
ill  London  nidy  liave  the  opportunity  of 
exercising  Part  III. — in  other  worrK  the 
power  of  buying  land  without  the  sanction 
of  any  CTOvernment  Department^  and  of 
erecting  dwell ings  on  it.  Until  the  law 
is  amended,  this  is  a  very  dangerous  de- 
parture, aTid  I  would  strongly  urge  on 
the  Government,  in  the  face  of  the  great 
ditlicultios  we  have  to  meet,  that  before 
they  insert  Part  IIL  in  the  London 
Government  Act,  they  should  remodel 
the  Honfling  Act,  especially  on  the  point 
indicated.  The  County  Council  has  a 
very  eloar  and  definite  policy,  which  is  to 
buy  land  in  the  fiutskirta  of  London  in 
oraer  that  the  |M;*ople  who  have  bet-n 
disphiced  in  the  central  portions  may  l>o 
housed.  Particular  attention  is  Iteing 
given  w  the  purchase  of  laTid  in  proximity 
to  railway  stations  anfl  tramways,  to 
enable  the  working  cla-sses  to  get  to  their 
work.  That  p»licy  can  only  be  carried 
oilt  by  the  central  authority,  and  1  think 
it  is  lietter  that  the  general  housing  of 
London  should  be  left  in  its  hantls.  Even 
if  the  Government  will  nr»t  give  way  on 
this  point,  I  woidd  ask  tlicm  to  give 
some  kind  of  pledge  that  f^art  IIL  of  the 
Housing  Act  will  ^^e  amended  in  the 
direction  I  have  indicatetl. 

Amendment  proposed — 


•*  In  pnfie  20,  to  leuve  ou 
f-(iSir  John  DickiKm-Poyndi 


ler). 


Q^iestion  proposed,   "That  the  wor^ls 
woposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 


Mr,  PICKER8GILL  (Bethnal  Green. 
S-W.) :  As  the  hon.  Bamnca  has  moved 
AH  Amendment  which  stands  to  my  name^ 
I  would  like  to  state  why  on  reconsidera- 
tion  I  decline  to  prt»ceed  with  it.  The  ques- 
tion is  a  difficult  one,  and  one  on  which  it 
is  quite  possible  that  two  opinions  may  be 
held.  At  present  the  London  County 
Council  has  power  under  Part  III.  of  the 
Housing  Act  to  provide  houses  for  the 
people,  and  the  proposal  in  the  Bill  is, 
not  that  that  power  should  be  taken  awa^ 
from  the  County  Council,  but  that  while  it 
remains  with  the  Council  concurrent 
power  should  be  conferred  on  each  of  the 
new  municii^al  bodies.     From  one  point 


of  view  that  may  be  regarded  as  a  some- 
whai  dangerous  proposal,  but  my  point 
of  view  is  different  from  that  of  the  hon* 
Baronet.     The  difficulty    I  saw  was  that 
if  the  proposal  were  carried  there  would 
pFMbably  be  a  tendency  in  each  district 
bo  provide  dwellings  for  its  own  poor,  and 
there   would    be    less    pressiu-e   on  the 
central  authority  to  carry  out   the  power 
it    now    possesses.      I  am    strongly    of 
opinion  that  the  provision   of  dwellings 
for   the  poor  is   a   puipose   the   cost  of 
which    ought  to    fall    on    the    whole  of 
London,     These  poor  are  not  the    poor 
of  Bethnal  Green,  or  Battersoa,  or  Shore- 
ditch,    but     of   London,    and    therefore 
the  cost  of  making   necessary  provision 
for   them    ought   to   come   out    of    the 
common   purse.      At  one  time  1  felt  so 
strongly    that   I   was    inclined   to    vote 
against     the    proposal    of   the    GoverE- 
ment.       There     are,     however,    graver 
considerations      on     the      other      side. 
I      do      not      desire     to     belittle     the 
work    of    the    County    Council   in     re- 
gard     to      the     Housing     Act.       The 
Council  has  undoubtedly  done  good  work 
in  clearing  away  rookeries,  but  it  is  only 
fair  to  say  that  it  has  done  more  in  pull- 
ing down  than  building  up.     The  Counoil 
has   made   provision    for   a   considerable 
number  of  persons,  yet  it  has  not  solved 
the  great  difficulty.     It  has  not  provided 
accommodation  at  a  rent  which  a  work- 
man  earning   208.   or   21s.   a  week  can 
afford  to  pay.     The   houeing  question  in 
London   at  present,  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say»  is   a  gross  scandal  which  earnesd^ 
presses  for  a  satisfactory  settlement.     We 
nave  a  condition  of  things  under  which  a 
man  in   employment  and    earning    fair 
wages  has  not  been  able  to  get  accommo- 
dation, and  has  been  obliged  to  send  his 
family  to    the  workhouse.      That    is  a 
scanaalous    conditiun     of     things,     and 
reflects  the  greatest  discredit  on  the  com- 
munity.    Considering  that  the  question 
is  a  burning  one,  and  in  view  of  the  com- 
munications that  have  reached  me  to  the 
effect  that  the  poorer  localities  of  London 
desire   to  have  this  power,  I  decline  to 
accept    the   responsibility   of    depriving 
them    of    the     opportunity    which     the 
Government  proposes  to  put  in  their  way. 
For  many  reasons  I  sh^l   support    the 
Government  proposal 


♦Mr,  LOWXES  :  It  is  the  first  time, 
either  by  voice   or  vote,   during  the  de- 
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per  iiere.  As  regards  the  romarb  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  jiiat  sat  dowii,  I 
>V£iS  liefoit!  a  magistrate  tiMlay  at  the 
polico-court — ["Hear,  hoar"]— on  business 
— ^and  a  man  was  bronght  before  the 
magistrate  charged  with  living  with 
hh  wife  and  family  in  a  disorderly  house. 
The  man  said  he  was  sorry  that  his 
children  had  to  live  in  such  a  disreputable 
neighbourhood,  but  he  was  unable  to  find 
another  house.  In  another  case  a  man 
had  to  put  his  wiie  and  family  into  the 
workhouse,  where  he  paid  for  their  main- 
tenance, because  he  could  not  find  a  place 
in  wliieh  to  liouse  them.  In  another  case 
a  woman  was  looking  for  apartments  who 
had  a  child  with  her,  and  she  was  asked 
htiw  many  children  she  had,  and  she  said, 
**  I  have  one  here  and  five  in  the  church- 
yard/' but  when  she  got  the  apartments 
that  same  night  there  were  six  children 
there.  Her  statement  was  quite  true, 
because  while  she  went  to  look  for  apart- 
ments she  left  five  children  Uy  play  in 
the  churchyard.  That  is  the  sort  of 
subterfuge  to  which  these  people  have 
to  resort.  We  do  want  the  County 
Council  to  build  in  these  places  where  the 
population  is  only  one  and  a  half  person 
per  acre,  but  if  they  will  not  the 
liorough  councils  can  do  it  them- 
selves, and  do  it  cheaper  than  the 
London  County  Council  ;  we  can  always 
get  land  that  we  want  for  our  own  Iwnetit 
at  a  fair  price,  but  directly  the  London 
County  Council  conies  along  the  price 
goes  up  enormously.  Then  there  is 
another  thing :  the  people  themschos  do 
not  like  the  Imrrack  system  which  is 
adoptetl  l>y  the  London  County  Council, 
which  is  undertaken  at  so  large  an  expense  ; 
l)Ut  you  can  build  cottages  in  a  borough  like 
Wfiolwich,  which  liiis  thirteen  square  miJes, 
There  is  no  difficulty.  We  have  land 
there,  and  for  the  last  ten  years  we  h'dve 
waited  for  the  County  Council  to  liuild 
municipal  property:  They  have  failed  to 
do  it,  but  in  the  last  few  months  they 
begin  to  see  that  soinoihi ng  ought  to  lie 
done.  The  County  Council  %v'ill  bo  able 
to  unileitake  these  buildings,  outside 
boroughs  without  Irtiilding  land,  which 
the  local  authority  has  not  power  to  do ; 
but  the  local  autlhority  can  erect  these 
small  houses,  which  in  their  own  know- 
ledge are  desirable,  where  they  have  land 
available  within  their  own  1>orough. 

Mr,  JOHN  BURNS  :  It  is  pleasing  to 
note  on  all  sides  of  the  House  a  desire  to 

Colonel  Hughes. 


grapple  with  the  housing  problem,  which 
is  a  most  serious  question.  On  thi* 
occasion  I  am  a  devoted  supporter  of  the 
Government  as  against  some  supporters 
of  the  Government  who  sit  below  the 
gangway,  who  consider  there  is  a  serious 
risk  in  remitting  to  the  local  authority 
this  power.  I  admit  the  risk,  but  I 
believe  the  housing  problem  is  so  serious 
that  that  risk  must  be  incun'ed  and  under* 
taken.  I  believe  that  the  Gkivernment 
have  done  wisely  in  putting  into  their 
Bill  with  regard  to  the  housing  problem  a 
suggestion  tbat  the  itx;al  authorities  should 
have  concurrently  the  same  power  as  the 
~  Council    enjoys.        It 

we  ought  to  examine 
the  hon.  Baronet   the 
Chippenham   Division, 
was     chairman      of 


London  County 
seems  to  rae  that 
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Housing  Committee,  and  he  is 
be  congratulated  on  the  con- 
way  in  which  he  discharged  his 
futjctions,  liut  he  has  no  mandate  from 
his  committee  for  the  nen-ousness  w^hich 
he  has  shown  to-night.  He  is  under  the 
impression  that  if  the  !cm?h1  authorities 
have  these  powers  they  will  immediately 
eml)ark  in  some  wikl  scheme  or  other  for 
which  there  is  no  justification.  But 
these  local  authorities  are  very  conservar 
tive  in  their  views,  and  I  think  we  can 
safely  leave  this  power  tu  them.  When 
the  hon.  Member  for  Wo4>lwich  says  that 
theCoimty  Council  procedure  is  expensive, 
I  venture  to  tell  him  that  there  is 
not  another  Imly  in  London,  not  even 
the  Corpomtion,  who  could  buy  the 
immense  nimiber  of  acres  of  land  which 
the  County  Council  has  K>ought  within  12 
miles  of  London  at  the  price  which  it  paid, 
which  is  £38  an  acre.  It  is  evident  that 
something  should  l>e  done  to  prevent  the 
scandalous  overcrowding  both  on  the 
part  of  the  local  authority  and  the  County 
Council,  and  1  sincerely  trust  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  listen  to  its  supporters 
below  the  gangway,  and  I  trust  the 
borough  coiuicils  will  have  the  power 
which  the  Government  desires  to  give 
them. 


Sir  J.  DICKSON-POYNDER:  AfteT" 
theobservations  which  have  fallen  from  hon. 
Members  of  this  House,  I  beg  leave  to 
withdraw  my  Amendment. 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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MR.PICKERSGILL :  Tlie  last  schedule 
in  the  BUI,  T  notice,  gives  the  borough 
coiincOs  power  to  make  bye-laws.  Of 
course,  borough  councils  would  have 
power  in  the  oi-dinary  course  to  make 
bye-lawg  for  a  specific  purpose,  but  the 
jichedule  which  we  are  now  considering  , 
is  something  quite  different :  it  authorises 
them  to  make  byc-Iaws  for  the  good 
goverament  of  the  borough,  and  it  is  at 
once  obvious  that  these  words  are  exceed- 
ingly vague.  There  is  given  to  the  thirty 
local  autftorities  who  are  t<j  be  created  by 
this  Bill  power  to  make  bye -laws  for  the 
"  good  government "  of  the  borough.  It 
is  true  that  they  must  not  be  in 
contradiction  to  the  bye-laws  of  the 
Ck>univ  CounciL  So  far  so  good. 
But  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
the  byc-law8  of  one  borough  being  abso- 
lutely contradictory  to  the  byo4aw8  of 
nnother.  It  woukl  bti  ridiculous  to  have 
a  bye-law  attucting  one-half  of  a  street 
and  an  aliHolutuly  eontrailictory  bye-  I 
law  the  other  hdf.  There  is  a 
great  tendency  to  make  use  of  this 
power  of  making  hye4aws  for  all  pur- 
|)08es.  The  old  Court  of  Queenly  Bench 
was  a  great  sitfeguard  in  this  matter,  but 
all  that  has  now  been  completely  changed, 
and  the  trend  is  quite  the  other  way.  At 
present  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  Judges, 
instead  of  seru tin i sing  very  closely  as  tney 
did  in  old  days  these  particular  matters, 
will  siuictiot*  almost  anything  that  come.*! 
before  them  in  the  shape  of  bye-law^s. 
Considerir\g  how  serious  the  result  is,  it  is 

ipecially  important   from   the   poiTit   of 
w  of  the  poorer  parishes,  considerably 

lore  than  in  the  case  of  the  rich,  because 
a  man  of  gjj<3d  circumstances,  in  the  event 
of  his  breaking  a  bye  -  law,  pays 
the  fine,  and  there  is  the  end  of  it«  and 
the  poor  man  earning  perhaps  a  precarious 
livelihootj  is  unable  to  do  so,  and  goes  to 
prison.  No  fewer  than  75,000  persons 
are  in  prison  now,  not  beojiuae  they  have 
committed  s  crime,  but  because  they  have 
done  something  for  which  the  proper 
punishment  m  a  fine,  and  they  have  not 
the  money  with  which  to  piy.  Under 
the  circumsUinces  I  think  yon  ought  not 
to  unduly  extend  this  bye- law  making 
power. 

Amendments  proposed »  in  Schedule  2, 
page  20j  to  leave  out  lines  26  and  27,  and 
to  leave  out  lines  28  to  30. — (Mr,  Pirktrn' 


Mk.  a,  J.  BALFOUR:  I  hope  the 
hon.  Getitleman  will  not  persist  in  his 
Amendment.  My  objection,  in  the  first 
place,  is  that  w^e  have  in  this  Bill  gone  on 
the  principle  that  the  powers  that  are 
agreed  to  be  transferred  from  the  County 
Council  to  the  borough  councils  shall  be 
transferred  under  this  Bill  I  do  not  see 
that  there  is  any  real  force  in  the  ob- 
jection made  by  the  horn  Member.  There 
are  a  great  many  cases  in  this  country 
wdiere  there  are  two  areas  which  are  co- 
terminous with  each  other  and  are  not 
easily  distinguished,  which  are  under  two 
separate  systems,  and  all  those  boroughs 
have  the  power  of  making  byodaws. 
And  yet  it  18  said  that  such  a  pnnciple 
would  be  inconsistent  in  connection  with 
these  lK)roughs  in  London.  It  is  absurd 
to  suggest  that  the  borough  of  Poplar  and 
of  Mile  End  would  require  the  same  bye- 
laws  as,  for  instance,  say,  Kensington. 
London  north  of  the  Thames  and  London 
south  of  the  Thames  have  different  circum- 
stances to  consider,  and  I  think  they  should 
be  allowed  to  decide  the  bye-laws  which 
they  require  for  themselves.  AVhat  1  have 
said  applies  rather  to  the  first  Amend- 
ment, but  I  hope  w^hat  I  have  said  is 
sufficient  to  enable  the  hon.  Member  to 
withdraw  both  his  Amendments. 

^Colonel  HU&HES  •  The  bye-lawa 
must  be  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  it  is  very  much  better 
that  these  borough  councils  should  have 
the  same  powders  as  other  boroughs  have. 
They  do  not  want  to  l>e  under  the 
County  Council,  they  want  to  be  under  the 
laws  of  the  country  at  large,  and  I  think 
you  may  fairly  leave  it  to  the  Local 
(Tovernment  Boards  and  be  quite  satisfied 
that  they  will  not  allow  l»ye-laws  in 
contradiction  to  each  other.  The  safe-' 
guards  are  quite  sufficient. 

Mk.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  ^^Tien  this 
question  I^ecomcs  merely  a  local  matter, 
then  I  think  you  ought  to  have  elasticity, 
and  under  the  circiunstances  1  cannot  sup- 
port my  lion,  friend's  Amendments. 

MR.PICKERSGILL:  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances I  do  not  press  my  Amend- 
ments. 

Amendments,  by  leave,  withdraw^n* 
Other  Amendments  made. 
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Ottler  read,   for  resuming   Adjourned 
bebate  on  Amendment    proposed    (6th       „  ^^  ^^^  .^ 

June)   on   consideration   of  the   Bill,   as  I  the  words  •  of  exchange  or  promissory  notes, 
aineiidedt— ^  ;  (Mr.  CaldwelL) 


to  him  that  after  the  word  "bills "he 
should  add  the  words  "of  exchange  or 
promissory  notes." 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment — 


"  In  line  2,  after  the  word  *  bills,'  to  insert 


And  which  Amendment  was — 

«In  page  2,  line  27,  after  the  word 
'  enumerated  *  to  insert  the  words  '  and 
tested.*  ^'—{Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those 
woras  be  there  inserted." 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 
Other  Amendments  made. 

Amendment  proposed— 

"  In  page  6,  line  S^,  after  the  word  '  form/ 
to  insert  the  words  '  hut  does  not  include  any 
Coimty  Council  or  Municipal  Corporation 
bills  repayable  not  later  than  twelve  months 
from  their  date  or  any  overdraft  at  the  bank  or 
other  loan  raised  for  a  merely  temporary 
purpose  fer  a  period  not  exceeding  twelve 
months.'  **— (ilfr.  ClianceUor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Qnestion  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 


Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH  (Lanark,  Par 
tick) :  I  think  that  no  corporation  could 
wish  to  keep  raising  money  permanently 
in  a  matter  of  this  sort.  I  would  suggest 
that  the  words  "  for  a  period  not  exceed- 
ing twelve  months "  should  be  left  out, 
altnough,  under  the  circumstances,  I  will 
not  move  any  Amendment. 


Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanark,  Mid.) :  I 
desire  to  jpoint  out  that  the  Stamp  Act 
rci ers  to  bills  of  exchange  and  promissory 
notes.  In  this  Amendment  you  are  not 
adopting  any  definition  of  the  word  "bills." 
I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  object 
which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  in  view  is  that  promissory  notes  shall 
be  included  as  well  as  bills  of  exchange ; 
but  under  this  short  description  by  say- 
ing "  corporation  bills  "  it  is  not  defined, 
and  it  has  no  corresponding  term.  It  seems 
to  me  that  there  is  a  Uttle  ambiguity,  and 


I      Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
1  be  inserted  in  tne  proposed  Amendment." 

I  *The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
i  CHEQUER  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
(Bristol,  W.)  :  The  hon.  Member 
I  was  good  enough  to  call  my  atten- 
'  tion  to  this  point  some  little  time 
ago,  and  I  noticed  that  he  had  included  in 
his  Amendment  the  words  "  promissory 
notes."  I  thought  I  had  convinced  the 
hon.  Member  that  the  inclusion  of  these 
words  is  quite  unnecessary,  for  I  notice 
that,  as  his  Amendment  now  stands  on 
the  paper,  the  words  "  promissory  notes  " 
are  omitted.  I  have  looked  into  the 
matter  and  taken  the  advice  of  the  Inland 
Revenue,  and  I  have  been  assured  that 
these  words  are  not  only  unnecessary, 
but  that  they  would  also  be  misleading. 
A  promissory  note  is  a  loan  raised  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  twelve  months,  and 
consequently  it  is  covered  by  these 
words. 


*Mr  CALDWELL :  Whilst  I  still  think 
that  it  would  be  l)etter  to  follow  the 
phraseology  of  the  Stamp  Act,  1891,  and 
use  both  terms — "  bills  of  exchange  and 
promissory  notes,"  yet,  having  regard  to 
the  explanation  just  given  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  and  which  will 
appear  on  the  Records  of  the  House,  that 
promissory  notes  are  included  in  the 
term  "  bills,"  I  ask  leave  to  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

'Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amend- 
mcRt,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  (luestion  again  proposed. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMEliON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton):  I  think  it  is  necessary  to 
leave  out  the  words  "for  a  temporary 
purpose,"  beciiuse  if  money  is  temporarily 
applied   to  some    permanent   work   the 
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borrowing  body  might  be  called  upon  to 
pay  duty  twice  upon  the  same  money.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  tax  these 
loans  twice,  and  I  have  put  down  a  couple 
of  Amendments  intended  to  obviate  this. 
In  other  respects  the  Amendment  is  fairly 
satisfactory. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposed 
Amendment — 

"  In  line  3,  after  the  word  '  rained '  to  leave 
out  the  words  '  for  a  merely  temporary  por- 
[lose.' " — (Sir  Charles  Cameron.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
proposed  Amendment." 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I  believe 
that  these  words  are  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  the  clause,  and  if  they  were 
omitted  it  would  be  possible  for  a 
corporation  to  borrow  for  twelve 
months,  and  to  continue  that  loan 
borrowing  for  an  indefinite  period  of  years 
and  practically  make  it  -  a  permanent 
loan.  I  think  the  hon.  Member  will  see 
that  such  a  process  would  be  very 
unfair. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  I  should 
like  to  know  what  is  meant  by  "a  merely 
temporary  purpose."  My  constituents 
hold  that  the  words  might  be  held  not 
to  apply  when  the  temporary  loan  is 
applied  to  permanent  work. 


♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  That  is  not 


so. 


Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON:  That 
being  so  I  will  not  press  this  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amende 
ment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Words  inserted. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  I  do  not 
think  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will 
have  any  objection  tomy  next  Amendment, 
which  simply  makes  the  meaning  of  the 
clause  more  clear. 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  In  pa^  6,  line  22,  after  the  word  *  called  * 
to  insert  the  words  :  *  But  provided  that 
the  duty  under  this  section  shall  be 
paid  by  a  local  authority  only  once 
in  respect  of  the  exercise  by  them  of 
borrowing  powers,  and  shall  not  be  paid  in 
respect  of  money  reborrowetl  by  them  to  re- 
place money  borrowed  which  may  have  been 
paid  off  otherwise  than  by  means  of  a  statu- 
tory sinking  fund.'  ** — (Sir  Charles  Cameron.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  insert<xi." 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  I  think  the  hon. 
Baronet  will  recognise  what  my  right 
hon.  friend  said  with  regard  to  temporary 
loans.  If  these  words  are  added  they  will 
introduce  a  totally  new  principle,  which  in 
practice  would  be  most  mischievous. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :  Ayes,  69 ; 
Noes,  168.     (Division  list  No.  182.) 
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read  the  third  time 


FLNANCE  BILL. 


upon    in  order  to  make  it  clear  I  would  sugi^est 
I  to  him  that  after  the  word  **  bills     he 
should  add  the  words   "  of  exchange  or 
promi5.?ory  notes/* 


O^der  read,  for  re-suniing  Ailjouioed 
Delwite  on  Amendment  prop<Ksed  (6th 
June)  on  consideration  of  the  Bill,  n» 
ajmetided  i— « 

And  which  Amendment  \YSis — 

'*  In  piige  2,  ]in«  27*  after  the  vord  , 
*  csmnierat^  '  to  insert  the  wonlft  *  and  ! 
ieeted . '  '*—i  Mr.  Chan  cdtor  of  the  Kxrh^qiter. )   , 

Question  again  proposed,  *'  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted.'*  I 

Question  put  and  agreed  to. 
Other  Amendments  made. 


Amendment  propose*! — 

**  In  pa^  5,  line  27,  after  the  word  *fonii,*  I 
to  ini»ert  the  words  '  fjut  docs  not  iiiclQde  any  \ 
County  (otnicil  or  Munici|ml  rorpo ration  | 
hills  r«pavable  not  later  than  twelve  months  • 
from  thei/dateoranroverflraft  at  the  bank  or  j 
other  loan  rabed  for  a  nierely  temporary 
purpose  for  a  period  lot  exceeding  twelve 
months,'  *'— (J/r.  Choncdlor  of  the  Exrhrquer:) 


Queation  proposed, 
be  there  inserted,'* 


'  That  those  words 


Amendment  proposed  to  the  pro{ 

Amendment — 

**  In  line  2»  after  the  word  '  UIIb/  to  int. 
tlie  words  *  of  exchange  or  promisfiory  notes/  " 
{Mr.  Catditell.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
l>u  inserted  in  the  proposed  Amendment,  * 

*TiTE  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEyUKR  (Sir  M,  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.)  :  The  hon.  Member 
was  good  enough  to  call  my  atten- 
tion to  this  point  some  little  time 
ago,  and  I  noticed  that  he  had  included  in 
his  Amendment  the  words  **  promissory 
notes,"  1  thought  I  had  connnced  the 
hon.  Member  that  the  inclusion  of  these 
words  is  quite  unnecessary,  for  I  notice 
that,  as  his  Amendment  now  stands  on 
the  paper,  the  words  "  promissory  notes '' 
are  omitted.  I  have  looked  into  the 
matter  and  taken  the  advice  of  the  Inland 
Revenue,  and  T  have  been  assured  that 
those  words  are  not  only  unnecessary, 
but  that  they  would  also  be  misleading. 
A  promissory  note  is  a  loan  raised  for  a 
period  not  exceeding  twelve  months,  and 
consequently  it  is  covered  by  these 
words. 


Mr,  J.  R  SiMITH  (Unark,  Par 
tick) :  I  think  that  no  corporation  could 
wish  to  keep  raising  money  permanently 
in  a  matter  of  this  sort.  1  would  suggest 
that  the  words  **for  a  period  not  exceed- 
ing twelve  months  "  should  be  left  out, 
altboogb,  under  the  circumstances,  1  will 
not  move  any  Amendment. 


Mr.  CALDWELL  (Unark,  Mid.) :    I 
desire  to  point  out  that  the  Stamp  Act 
refers  to  bills  of  exchange  and  promissory  \ 
notes.     In  this  Amendment  you  are  not  • 
adopting  any  definition  of  the  word  *'bill8.'' 
I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  object  | 
which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  in  view  is  that  promissory  notes  shall  , 
be  included  as  well  as  bills  of  exchange  j 
but  under  this  short  description  by  say- 
ing  ** corporation  bills"  it  is   not  defined ^ 
and  it  has  no  corresponding  term.  It  seems 
to  me  that  there  is  a  little  ambiguity,  and  i 


*Mr  CALDWELL :  Whilst  1  still  thin" 
that  it  woidd  be  l>etter  to  follow  the 
phraseology  of  the  St*imp  Act,  1801,  and 
use  lK>th  tenns  **  bills  of  exchange  and 
])roniiiisury  notes/'  yet,  having  i-egajtl  to 
the  explanation  just  given  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  and  which  will 
appeaa*  on  the  Records  of  the  House,  that 
promissory  ootos  are  included  in  the 
term  "  bUls,"  I  ask  leave  %o  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

'Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amend* 
ment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Drigifial  question  again  proposed. 


Sir  CHARLES  CA.MKRON  (Glm^gon 
Bridgeton):  I  think  it  is  necessary  to 
leave  out  the  words  *'for  a  temporary 
purpose,''  bec*iuse  if  money  is  temporarily 
applied   to   some    permanent    work    the 
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Jwrrownng  body  might  be  called  upon  to 
p*iy  duty  twice  upon  the  same  money.  1 
ih*  not  think  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exeliei|ner  to  tax  these 
loans  twice,  and  I  have  put  down  a  couple 
of  Amendmente  intended  to  obviate  this, 
1  n  other  respects  the  Amendment  is  fairly 
satisfactory. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  proposetJ 
A  men  dm  en  t^ — 

*'  In  line  3,  itfter  the  woni  '  mi.^ed  '  to  leave 
out  the  words  '  for  a  merely  temporary  itur- 
INjse, '  '^—fSif  Cfut lien  Ca me ro n .  j 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  words 
Itroposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
proposed  Amendment." 

*Sm  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I  believe 
that  these  wonls  are  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  the  clause*  and  if  they  were 
omitted  it  would  be  possible  for  a 
corporation  to  borrow  for  twelve 
months,  and  to  continue  that  loao 
borrowing  for  an  indefinite  period  of  years 
and  practically  make  it  a  permanent 
loan.  I  think  the  hon.  Member  will  see 
that  such  a  process  would  be  very 
imfair. 


Sir  CHAliLP:S  CAMERON:  That 
being  so  I  will  not  press  this  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amend* 
ment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Words  inserted* 

SiK  CHAliLES  CAMERON  :  I  do  not 
think  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  wOl 
have  any  objection  to  my  next  Amendment, 
which  simply  makes  the  meaning  of  the 
clause  more  clear. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  paj^^e  f),  liiu?  2%  after  the  woni  '  calteil  * 
to  mwert  the  wonlM  :  '  But  provirletl  that 
the  duty  under  thiH  section  shall  be 
paid  by  a  local  authority  only  once 
in  respect  of  the  ©xereise  by  tlieui  of 
borrowinji  powers,  and  shall  not  be  paid  in 
respect  of  money  re  borrow  etl  by  them  lo  re- 
place money  borrowed  which  iiiay  have  been 
paid  off  otherwirtiT  than  by  means  of  a  st-atu- 
tory  sinking  fund/'— ^5ir  Chfirles  Cnweron,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  vsord.s 
be  there  insertetL" 


Sm  CHAKLES  CAMEItON  :  I  should 
like  to  know  what  is  meant  by  **a  merely 
temporary    purpose/'      My  Lonwtituents 

hold  that  the  word,  might  be  held  no}       ,^^^^^  ^.^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^-^^^^^ 
to  apply  when   the  temporary    loan    is  ^  ' 

Question  put, 


Sir  K.  B.  FINLAY :  I  think  the  hon. 
Baronet  will  recognise  what  my  right 
hr*n.  friend  ^aid  with  reganl  to  tempomry 
loans.  If  tbese  words  are  ad* led  they  will 
intrwhice  a  totally  new  principle,  wbieh  in 


Applied  to  permanent  work. 
*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  That  is  not 
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Smith,  J  as.  Parker  { I^anarks. ) 
Stanley,  Lonl  (Lano*,) 
Stock,  Janies  Henry 
Strutt,  Hon.  Chtirlea  Hedley 

TaliMJt,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 
Talbot,  Rt.Hn.J.<;.(Oxfdl>m. 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tom1xnson,Wm,  Edw,  Murray 

Valentia,  Viscount 
Wanklvn,  James  Leslie 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Wharton,  Rt,  Hon.tlohn  Lloyd 
W^hiteley,  H.  (Ashton  u.-L,) 
WilliaiiiH,  Colonel  H.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Jos,  Powell-  (BiruK 
Wilson,  J,  W.  { Woroestersh.  N ,) 
WodehouscRt.  Hn.  E.  R,  ( Bath 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilbelni 
Wylie,  Alexander 
W^vndham,  George 
Wyndhani  (Juin,  Major \S\  H. 
Vonnger,  William 

TKLLKR.S     FOR     THE     NOKS— 

Sir  Witli&m   Walrond  and 
Mr.  .'Vnstruther. 


Another  Aiueiuinient  niada 
Bill    to  lie  rem  I  iho   third   ti 
Tuesday  next. 


me  upon 


COLONIAL  LOANS  FUND  BILL. 

Considered  m  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1  \— 

Question    pro|>i)8oil,     **That   Clauae    1  « 
stand  part  of  the  Bill ' 


♦Mb,  CALDWELL  (Uiiark,  Mid.): 
Thiij  clause  pnwjtically  oontains  the  sul>- 
Btance  of  the  Bill  I  therefore  propose  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  stating  my  objeg. 
tions  to  the  measure.  The  clause  confera 
the  right  to  give  lotiiis  to  the  Colonies,  and 
it  prescribes  the  whole  reguhitions.  I 
j  admit   that  aecurding  tu  the  ciau;t}e  an)' 
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loan  to  a  colony  must  first  of  all  receive 
the  sanction  and  approval  of  Parliament. 
There  must  be  a  previous  voting  of  the 
money.  The  ohjection  which  I  takf^  is 
pracaically  to  the  Bill  itself,  in  ho  far  as 
it  gives  any  facilities  whatever  for  the 
Colonies  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of 
the  Imperial  Exchequer  {  oliiect  altogether 
to  giving  theae  fac^ilities.  I  fear  tnat  if 
we  thus  become  enormous  creditors  of  the 


help  the  West  Indian  Colonies,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  denied  it,  But 
the  pressure  of  circumstances  began  to 
operate  almost  immediately,  and  it  is 
already  in  contemplation  to  lend  money 
to  these  Colonies  under  this  Bill.  If 
ever  there  was  a  period  in  the 
history    of     this    country     when     the 


r.  1     -  u  11  ^    1  *      -„         ,    ,         '  policy      of     lending     money      to     the 

Uolonies,  we  shall  hnd  it  wUl  not  be  bene-    r*% -  „       .,„i  -    .       *, „.    ,-  -i  „-i„ 

«„;„i  *^.  1 !„*:,.,,  „.:^u   ^K...      -.1   :^  I  Oolonies     ought    to    be    most   jealously 


ficial  to  our  relations  with  them,  and  it 
may  tuni  out  very  greatly  to  our  dia- 
advantage.  I  may  pijint  out  that  this 
Bill  leaves  the  amount  of  interest  to  l>e 
fixed  by  the  Tre^isury,  insteatl  of  deciding 
on  the  minimum,  an  is  rlone  in  the  case  of 
loiins  to  h>cal  authorities. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  K)  :  The 
whole  Bill  is  founde<l  on  this  clause,  and 
for  my  pirt  I  c^tniot  find  in  any  of  the 
sj^^Kjecfies  which  have  lieen  ma^le  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  ExehiM|uer  loiy  justifica- 
tion whatever  for  starting  thi«  new  fond. 
The  Bill  proposes  to  create  a  new  ntock 
on  exactly  thu  sjime  lines  as  the  Local 
Loans  Fund,  and  the  stock  will  be 
placed  on  the  market  as  a  gnamnteed 
stock  lx3aring  interest  the  amount  of 
which  is  not  fixed  in  the  Bill,  l>ut 
which  is  to  l>e  fixed  by  the  Treasury. 
WTien  the  right  hou.  Gentleman 
introduced  this  measure  hist  year 
he  said  it  was  not  ordy  intendefl 
to  be  of  asBifiUfcooe  to  the  Colonies,  but 
also  Ut  open  up  a  new  means  of  invest- 
ment for  Post  Office  Savings  Banks  de- 
posits, and  thus  while  they  were  helping 
the  Colonies  they  would  be  aiding  a  class 
which  they  all  desired  to  assist,  viz.,  the 
thrifty,  industrious  people  who  deposited 
money  in  the  Savings  Banks.  Now  the 
real  meaning  of  this  is  that,  in  order  to 
keep  up  an  expensire  Sayings  Bank 
system,  and  to  enable  the  Government  to 
continue  t^*  pay  a  larger  interest  than  can 
be  earned  under  the  present  system  of 
investment,  a  new  stock  is  to  be  de- 
lilierately  started.  One  of  my  chief  ob- 
jections to  the  Bill  IS  based  on  that 
ground.  Another  is  that  you  are  start- 
ing machiner>^  for  lending  money  to  the 
Colonies,  as  a  result  of  which  there  will 
be  a  continuous  pressure  on  the  Cban^ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  lend  improvi- 
dently.  We  all  remember  how,  in  the 
Debate  last  year,  when  it  was  alleged 
that  tlie  real  objeet  of  this  Bill  waa  to 


watched  it  is  now.  The  extension  of  the 
Colonies  has  been  so  enormous,  and  the 
demands  of  the  gentlemen  popularly* 
called  Imperialists,  inflatix mists,  or  exten- 
sion ists  are  so  excessive,  that  I  confess  I 
am  i neb  tied  to  look  with  great  jealousy  on 
any  proposal  for  facilitating  the  lending 
of  money  to  the  Colonies.  I  asked  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  on  a  former 
occasion,  to  what  colonies  thin  Bill  would 
apply,  and  he  indicated  that  it  would 
apply  bo  many  African  colonies,  including 
RhodesiiL,  British  Centra!  Africa,  East 
Africa  it  may  be  the  Soudan,  but  as 
to  that  lam  not  fpiite  certain.  However 
that  may  be,  the  prospect  of  openirjg  up 
temptation  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  lend  mone>  freely  to  these 
Africa,n  colotn'es  appears  to  me  to  involve 
the  adoption  of  a  false  policy  and  of  a 
most  vicious  financial  system.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Iilxchequer  told  us  that 
one  gooti  point  about  the  Bill  was  that  it 
gave  Parliament  a  more  efficient  control 
oTer  the  finances  of  the  colonies  to  which 
these  loans  were  made,  and  he  mentioned 
that  there  would  be  an  annual  and 
complete  Keturn  to  this  House  on 
the  same  lines  as  that  which  em- 
bodied the  loans  to  local  authorities 
in  this  coimtry.  But  I  do  not  see 
the  efficacy  of  these  Keturna  at  all,  and 
therefore  I  do  not  look  on  that  as  in  any 
way  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  Bill. 
I  think  it  would  be  far  safer  to  continue 
the  present  system  of  making  these  loans. 
At  present  they  are  granted  under  special 
Acts,  and  in  the  long  run  many  of  them 
are  wholly  or  partially  remitted,  I  can- 
not see  what  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
ehecjuer  has  to  gani  by  devising  machijiery 
which  will   have  the  effect   of   applying 
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money  to  county  councils  in  England !  Mr.  CALDWELL :  It  may  be  troe 
and  Ireland,  and  to  give  those  bodies  ;  that  before  any  loan  is  granted  under  thu 
compulsory  powers  to  buy  agricultural  |  Bill  another  Bill  will  have  to  be  passed ; 
land  and  place  labourers  upon  it.  That  |  but  my  point  is  that  the  object  of  thii 
would,  I  believe,  prove  a  very  good  in- '  Bill  is  to  sanction  the  principle  that  the 

State  is  to  provide  loans  out  of  Imperial 
funds  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the 
Act.     Once  this  Bill  has   been  passed, 
when  a  Bill  is   brought   in  to   saocticHi 
a  particular  loan  it  will    be    said    that 
Parliament    has    already    approved    the 
principle,  and  we  shall  have  hardly  any 
chance  of  going  into  the  merits  of  individual 
proposals,  and  I  venture  to  assert  that 
these   Bills  will  be  rushed  through  the 
House  after  midnight  without  practically 
any  discussion.      I  should   also    like  to 
point  out  that  the  Bill  affords  an  oppor- 
tunity   of    discriminating    between    one 
colony  and   another;  and    I  venture  to 
assert  that  when  once  you  begin  lending 
money  to  the  Colonies  you  will  open  the 
door  to  all  kinds  of  disputes,  especially  in 
regard   to   the  amount  of   interest    you 
charge.     We  know  that  in  regard  to  local 
loans  a   large   sum  of  money  has  to  be 
written  off  yearly,  because  the  authorities 
are  unable  to  repay  the  amounts  due  to 
the   Public  Works  Loan  GommissionerB. 
If  they  were  not  able  to  repay  us^  they 
woidd  wish   to  lie   relieved.      I    do  not 
know  anything  which  would  more  readily 
bring    the     Colonies    and    the     mother 
country    into  collision    than    by   giving 
these     financial    preferences.      It   would 
breed  dissatisfaction  amongst  every  other 
colony   which   was   asked    to  pay  more 
interest  than  the  favoured  one. 


vestment. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  It 
seems  strange  that  there  should  be  any  de- 
bate on  a  proposal  of  this  kind,  seeing 
that  the  object  is  to  relieve  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  of  his  great 
difficulty  in  investing  satisfactorily  the 
Savings  Bank  deposits.  This  is  a  very 
small  matter,  and  it  would  surely  be  as 
well  to  try  the  experiment. 


♦Mk.  HEDDEKWICK  (Wick  Burghs) : 
We  ai-e  told  we  ought  to  support  this  Bill 
simply  l)ecause  it  is  a  nieie  machinery 
Bill ;  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  endeavoured  to  disarm  opposition  by 
infomn'ng  us  that  even  if  be  passed 
there  will  l>e  a  perfect  check  against 
possible  abuse,  inasmuch  as  1>efore 
any  loan  could  Ik;  granted  under  it  a 
special  Bill  ^lU  have  to  Yje  submitted  to 
Parliament.  Then  what  is  the  use  of 
passing  this  Bill  ?  Clearly  the  object  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  to 
facilitate  the  granting  of  loans.  The  Bill 
olmously  holds  out  an  inducement  to  any 
colony  that  wants  a  loan  to  apply  for  it. 
If  we  provide  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchecjuer  with  the  machinery  he  desires, 

it  will  1>e  much  easier  for  him  to  grant  |  be  inferred  from  what  has  been  said  that 
a  loan  to  any  colony  that  may  require  j  our  experience  as  Members  of  Parliament 
one.  I  do  not  suppose  the  right  hon.  i  i**  ^^^^  ^^^  Treasury  of  this  country  is 
Gentleman  would  not  insist  on  ha>'ing  sub-  i  ^^^^ays  ready  ^to  throw  away  ilte  money 
stantial  securities  ;  but  we  must  remember  I 
that     securities     have      a      marvellous 


Sir  JOHN  LENG  (Dundee) :  It  might 


way     of    ceasing     to     be      substantial, 
and     therefore     I       think      it      would 
be    better    to   withhold    from    him   the 
dangerous  power  for  which  he  asks. 
Mr.  DavUt, 


without  careful  examination.  The  aigu- 
ments  which  have  been  adduced  show, 
first,  distrust  of  those  who  have  the  con- 
trol of  the  finances  of  the  CSoloiiiei; 
second,  distrust  of  the  Treasuiy,  repre- 
sented by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer;  and  third,  distrust  of    ouiv 
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selves  tts  Members  of  this  House.  I  do 
not  share  the  feeling  of  diatnist  in  regard 
to  any  of  these  ptirties.  Anyone  who 
has  paid  attention  to  the  present  state  of 
our  finances,  especially  to  the  large  sums 
of  money  accumulating  in  the  savings 
hanks,  and  to  the  increasing  difficulty  of 
handling  that  money  and  finding  a  safe 
and  reasonable  outlet  for  it,  must  see 
that  the  time  has  arrirod  when  it  is 
desirable  that  the  Government  should 
find  new  channels  for  investment.  My 
only  regret  is  that  the  Bill  does  not  include 
India  in  its  surv^ey.  If  the  experiment 
with  the  Croi^Ti  colonies  is  tried  and 
proves  successful,  it  will  encourage  the 
Government  to  go  further. 

SiE  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  I  appeal  to  the 
Committee  to  allow  a  di\^sion  to  be  taken. 
We  have  already  discussed  the  principle 
of  the  Bill  when  I  moved  the  Resolution, 
and  during  the  debate  on  the  Second 
Reading,  I  do  not  complain  that  the  Bill 
has  been  discussed  to-night,  but  I  hope 
w^e  shall  now  come  to  a  division. 


Mr.  ^VEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I 
am  not  prepared  to  give  a  silent  vote  on 
this  matter.  I  opposed  a  grant  of 
£15,000  to  Central  Africa  for  making 
roads  for  men  who  *ire  to<:»  indolent  to 
make  roads  for  themselves.  1  do  not  like 
the  two  front  benches  agreeing  on  this 
question,  I  have  always  found  that 
something  serious  happens  when  this  is 
the  case.  These  loans,  I  fear,  will  be  very 
much  like  the  grants  given  away  to  the 
Northern  Territories  in  Africa.  It  is  said 
that  each  loan  will  be  brought  before 
Parliament;  but  what  chance  will  we  have 
of  discussing  them  properly^  if  the  front 
benches  makes  up  their  mind  to  back  up 
any  rotten  colony  ?  I  admit  that  many  of 
the  colonies,  like  Canada  and  Australia, 
can  borrow  money  at  3  per  cent,  and 
that  their  stock  stands  at  over  par ; 
but  are  we,  the  British  taxpayers,  to 
pi-ovide  money  for  these  miserable  bank- 
rupt Crown  colonies  t  I  have  too  much 
regard  for  the  poor  people  in  the  North 
and  the  starving  crofters  to  agree  to  that, 
and  I  feel  it  my  duty  not  to  allow  this  Bill 
to  pass  in  this  House  if  I  can  help  it. 
There  has  been  a  fall  in  Consols  of  2  per 


I  cent,  within  the  last  few  days.     Is  that  in 

!  consequence  of  the  Cxovernment  scheme  to 

furnish  money  to  these  I  bankrupt  colonies  1 

It  is  not  so  long  since  Consols  stotKl  at 

I  11 3|  and  114.     Now  I  find   to-day  that 

I  they  are   down   to   108 J.     I  cannot  help 

thinking  that   that  is  in  consequence  of 

I  this  Bill. 


Hon.  Members  :  The  Transvaal 

Mr.  weir  j  I  do  not  think  the  Trans^ 
vaai  question  has  afltected  Consols  at  all. 
It  is  that  investors  are  afraid  that  this 
country  is  going  to  guarantee  these  bank- 
rupt colonies.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
bank  deposits  have  gone  up  considerably, 
because  people  prefer  to  hold  their  money 
in  hand  rather  than  seek  investments 
until  they  see  what  is  going  to  happen. 
In  regard  to  providing  an  outlet  for  the 
Savings  Bank  funds,  if  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  is  anxious  there  are  many 
admirable  facilities  for  their  investment  in 
our  own  country.  Let  the  hon.  Gentle 
mail  arrange  a  scheme  to  lend  money  to 
county  councils.  I  know  in  the  con- 
stituency I  represent  there  are  tens  of 
thousands  of  acres  of  land  which  might 
be  used  by  the  people  of  the  Highlands  if 
the  County  Cotmcil  had  the  chance  of 
lending  money  to  the  people  for  develop- 
ing the  land.  There  would  Ije  a  splendid 
security  and  Consols  would  again  l>ound  up 
to  114.  Here  are  seas  teeming  with  fish, 
not  small  fish,  but  large  fish 

The  CHAIRMAN :  The  hon.  Member 
is  travelling  very  wide  of  the  question 
before  the  House, 

Mr.  VTKIR:  Well,  I  vnll  con^ne 
myself  t<>  the  Colonial  Loans  Fund.  The 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies  said  this  was 
simply  a  machinery  Bill.  We  do  not 
want  a  machinery  Bill,  and  I,  for  one, 
object  most  strongly  to  money  Ijeing 
expended  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
these  colonies  providing  roads — — 

It  l^ing  midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the 
Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the  House. 


C'fimmittee    report     progress ; 
again  upon  Monday  next. 


to    sit 
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LOBD  KrrCMEHBB  OF  Khaktoum. 


Scotland,  which  paased  tlus  Hooae  wyuii- 
mously,  l>ut  was  rejected  by  the  Lords 
because  it  was  confined  to  Scotland. 
This  Bill  is  brought  in  for  die  reat  ol  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  if  the  House 


"That  swim,  not  exceeding  £30.«».  be  j  P^^^  J«  ^f^P^  ^M*^ 
muted  to  Her  Majerty.  to  be  imied  to  Major  I  on  behalf  of  the  ri^t  hon.  Baronet  the 
Genend  Lofd  Kitchener  of  Khartoum,  G.C.B.,  ,  Member  for  London  University,    to  in- 
K.C.M.6.,  as    an    acknowledgment    of    his  i  dude  Scotland  in  its  scope, 
eminent  lenrioes  in  planning  and  conducting  I  '^ 

the  recent  Expedition  in  the  Soudan." 


Besolntion  agreed  to. 

EDUCATION  OF  CHILDREN  BILL. 
As  amended,  conridered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  upon  Wednesday  next. 

SEATS  FOB  SHOP  ASSISTANTS  (ENG- 
LAND AND  IRELAND)  BILL. 


Mr.  CALDWELL :  I  do  not  see  why 
diere  should  be  the  slightest  difficulty  in 
putting  Scotland  in  the  BilL 


Mb.  TOMLmSON  (Preston) 
to  report  progress. 

Committee    report 
again  to-morrow.     . 


moYe 


progress ;     to    sit 


Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1  : — 


EXPERIMENTS  ON  LIVING  ANIMAUS. 

I      Return     presented    relative      thereto 

I  [Address  Sth  June ;  Mr.  Jesse  CoUings] ; 

I  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  jnintea 

Sir     JAMF>S    FERGUSSON    (Man-   [No.  215.] 

Chester,  N.R) :  I  wish  to  point  out  that  Adjourned  at  ten  minatcB  After  Twelve 

this  Bill  in  precisely  the  same  as  that  for  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS 


1S99) 


T«.nn/S,'. 


m 


I 
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Friday,  WtJum  1S99. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUShXESS. 


The  lord  CHANCELLOR  ac- 
i|iuiinted  thtf  House  that  the  Clerk  of  ibe 
Fiiriianients  had  laid  upon  the  Tiible  the 
CertificaU;  from  the  Examiners  that  the 
further  Stanciiiig  Onlera  applicable  t<i 
the  following  Bill  have  been  complied 
with  :  — 

SCJlTH      EASTERN       AND        LONDON,  | 
CHATHAM.   ANU     DnVKK    KAILWAY 
CUMPAMES  (NEW  LINES). 

And  also  the  Certificate  that  tho  Standing 
orders  applicable  to  the  lollowing  Bill 
have  baori  complied  with  : — 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
iHtDERS  (No.  3), 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table, 

CARDIFF  RAILWAY  BILL, 
Committf^e  to  meet  on  Tuesday  next. 

FISHGCAKD  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  thereto  having  been  with- 
drawn ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table  :  The  orders  maile  on  the  1 8th  of 
April  and  Tuesday  hist  discharged  ;  and 
Bill  committed. 

BARKY  RAILWAY  HILL. 
Report  from  the  Select  Cijmmittee, 
that  the  Committee  hail  not  proceedeti 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  tho 
opposition  thereto  having  been  with- 
drawn ;  riiitd,  aTid  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table  ;  the  orders  made  on  '25th  April 
and  Tuesday  last  discharged  ;  and  Bill 
committed. 

SOUTH  STAFFORDSHIRE  TRAMWAYS 

BILL     [Lonlfl], 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, that  the  Loixl  Choylesmure  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bill  in  tho 
phiee  of  the  Earl  of  Bnidford ;  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

VtiL,  LXXIL     [Fourth  Skkie^.] 


WOLVERH AMFT* »N  CORPORATION 
RILL    [Lonln]. 

Report  fi'oni  the  Committee  of  Selexj- 
tion,  that  the  Lor*!  Cheylesmore  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  as  a  meml>ei'  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bill  in  the 
place  of  the  Earl  of  Bradford  ;  read,  and 
agi'ced  to. 

LANCASHIRE  AND  YORKSHIRE  RAIL- 
WAY (VARIOCS  P(»WERS)  RILL. 

Report  frum  the  Cuiumittoc  of  Selec- 
tion, that  the  Lord  Chevlesmore  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  as  a  meml^er  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bill  in  the 
place  of  the  Earl  of  Bradford  ;  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

RHONDDA  URBAN  DISTRICT  COCNCIL 
KILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, that  the  Lortl  Cheylesmfire  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the 
Select  Committ*'e  on  the  said  Bill  m  tlie 
place  of  the  Earl  of  Brudf^jrd  ;  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

WETHERBY  DISTRICT  WATER  lUt.L, 
Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, that  the  Lord  Cheylesmore  be  pn> 
posed  to  the  House  as  a  mem  her  itf  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bill  in  the 
plaee  of  the  Earl  of  Bradford  ;  r<*m\y  and 
agreed  to. 

EDINBURGH  CORPORATION    BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion ^  that  the  Lortl  Cheylesmore  l>e  pro- 
posed to  the  House  as  a  mendter  of  thv 
Select  Committee  on  tho  siiitl  Bill  m  the 
place  of  the  Earl  of  Bradford  ;  remb  jukI 
agreed  Uh 

SHOTLKY   BRIDGE  AND   CONSETT 
DISTRICT  GAS  RILL. 

Reported  with  Amejidments. 

DUBLIN   CORPORATION   (MARKETS) 
RILL. 

Read  2%  and  committed  :  The  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

LONDON,  CH.VTHAM.   AND   DoVER 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

Read  2",  &nd  committed. 

LEITH   HARBOUR    AND  DOCKS  BILL. 
Read  2%  and  committed :    The  Com- 
mittee to  l)e  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 
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BELFAST  WATER  BILL. 
Read  2'*,  and  comniitted, 

WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE   WATER 
BILL. 

Broil  gilt  from  the  CommonB  ;  read  1% 
and  referred  to  the  examiners. 

WOKINU   WATER   AND  GAS   RILL. 
Brought  from  the  Commons;  read  1% 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 


ELECTRIC   LIGHTING   PROVISIONAL 

ORDERS  (No.   H)  BILL.    [Lorda.J 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

GAS   ANH    WATER    ORl>ERS    CONFIR- 
MATION   BILL.     [LonlH.] 

Order  for  Committee  read, 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  1)  BILL,    [Unls.J 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

The  chairman  of  COMMITTEES 
(The  Earl  uf  Morley)  :  Before  the 
Honae  goes  into  Committee  on  the  Elec- 
tric Lighting  Provisional  Orders  Bills  1 
desire  to  call  yoitr  Lordships*  attention  to  i 
the  enornious  nunilier  of  Electric  Lighting 
Provisional  Orders  this  session.  There 
are  19  Bills  dealing  with  1>Q  Orders. 
Each  Order  consists  of  30  pages,  of  which 
30  contain  common  form  clauses,  and^ 
from  the  great  bulk  which  these  Bills 
a^ssunu!  it  will  be  seen  how  necessary  it 
is  that  the  Electric  Lighting  Orders 
(Common  Form  Clauses)  Bill  should  be 
presined  forward  in  the  other  House*  That 
Bill  will  obviate  the  necessity  of  intro- 
ducing the  common  form  clauses  in  all 
Provisional  Orders.  The  examination  of 
these  statutes  after  they  have  received 
the  Koyal  Assent  involves  great  labour, 
not  to  speak  of  the  enormous  amount  of 
printing  which  is  necessitated.  As  soon 
as  the  Bills  have  received  the  Koyal 
^Aesent  every  one  of  the  Orders  has  to  be 
tiost  carefully  examined,  and  I  need  not 
^point  out  to  your  Lordships  that  the 
examination  of  the  common  form  clauses 
is  an  absolute  waste  of  time.  Not  only 
is  the  labour  excessive,  but  great  public 
inconvenience  is  caused,  as  the  process  of 
examining  «o  many  clauses  delay*  the 
issue  of  the  statutes  to  the  public.  There 
have   been  a  good  many  complaints   in 


recent  years  that  the  Statutes  are  not 
issued  until  late  in  the  autumn.  I  woald 
suggest  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  if  they 
find  it  impossible  to  pass  the  Common 
Form  Clauses  Bill  through  Parliament 
this  session,  that  in  the  coming  session 
of  Parliament  they  should  group  a  large 
number  of  Orders  of  the  same  character 
in  single  Bills,  and  schedule  the  cnmmon 
form  clauses  at  the  end  of  each  Bill, 

Thk  secretary  for  SCOTLAND 
(Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh):  My 
Lords,  as  I  am  temporarily  representing 
the  Board  of  Trade,  owing  to  the  absence 
of  the  noble  Earl  the  ParliamcntJiry 
Secretary^  I  say  at  once  that  the  Boar^l  of 
Trade  are  deeply  impressed  with  the 
strength  of  the  case  which  the  noble  Earl 
the  Chairaian  of  Committees  has  put 
forward,  and  are  in  agreement  with  him 
as  to  the  advantage  of  the  coarse  he 
suggests.  I  do  not  think  anyone  can 
doubt  the  desirability  of  adopting  that 
course  when  they  look  at  the  great  bulk 
which  the^e  Bills  assume,  and  the  noble 
Earl  has  laid  them  upon  the  Talile  of 
your  Lordships'  Mouse  as  a  very  striking 
object  lesson,  T  sliould  not  like,  how- 
ever, on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  lo 
come  uufler  a  dcHnite  obligation  lo  press 
forward  the  Electric  Lighting  Orders 
(Common  Form  Clauses)  Bill,  because  the 
more  it  is  thought  that  the  (Jovemment 
are  bound  to  press  forward  that  particular 
Bill,  the  more,  1  am  afraid,  fiome  maliciotis 
persons  may  wish  lo  place  obstacles  in  its 
way  ;  but  it  is  the  hope  of  the  Bc»ard  of 
Trade  that  the  Bill  will  be  passed  this 
session  if  possible.  If  it  is  found  impos- 
sible to  get  the  Bill  through  this  session, 
I  think  the  alternative  suggested  by  the 
noble  Ejirl  is  one  which  is  well  worthy  of 
consideration.  I  understand  he  has  com* 
rounicated  pnvately  with  the  Board  of 
Trade  in  this  direction,  but  in  any  case  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  coming  under  an 
obligation  to  communicate  with  the 
otfieiak  of  the  Board  of  Trade  with  a 
view  of  having  one  of  his  suggestions 
carried  into  efFect, 

Bills  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 

whole  House. 


TKAMWAYS    order    roNJIKMATION 

(No.   3)    BILL.    fborilH.] 

Committeil :      The  Committee    to    ha 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 


Primh  BUI 
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METliOPlHJTAN  COMMON  SCHEME 
(HAKliOW  WEALD)  IKOVISIONAL 
UKDER     BILL. 

Read  2'  (according  to  order),  and  com- 
initted  to  a  Coniniittee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     FROVISFONAL 

ORDERS    (No.    L)    UtLL.    [Umh,] 

Honsc  in  Committee  (accmrling  to 
order):  Bill.^  reported  withniit  Amend- 
ment :  iStanding  Committee  negatived  ; 
and  Bills  to  be  read  3""  on  Momlay  next. 

ELECTRIC     lighting;     I^Rt>\'rsiUNAL 
ORDERS    iNo,  4)    HILL, 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bills  reiwirte^l  without  Amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bills  to  be  rea^l  .1'  on   Muiiday  next. 

ELECTRIC*     LIGHTING     rROVISIONAL 

OHDERH   (No.  R)    HILL.    tl-*>r4s.] 

Ilou-se  in  Committee  (aeeordtng  to 
order)  :  Bills  report e<i  without  Amend- 
ment :  Sum* ling  Committee  negatived  ; 
and  Bills  to  be  read  3"  on  Monday  next, 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTrNC;  PROVISIONAL 
(JRIiERS  (No.  la)  HILL.  [Lunls.] 
Hou.so  in  C'onnnittce  (according  to 
order) :  Amendments  made :  Standing 
CVjmmittee  negjitived  ;  the  K4*|H)rt  i^f 
Aniinidmcnts  tu  lie  received  on  Monday 
next. 


EI,E(  TliH'     IJCIITINU     PRnVlsHJNAL 
ORDERS  (No.   IJ)  HILL,  LL*Jr<U.] 

House  in  Committee  (accoiTling  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment: Standing  Committee  negatived; 
and  Bill  to  l^e  read  'V  Monday  next. 


liETUHNS,    IlEPOUTS,    ETC. 


WAGES  OF  DOMESTIC  SERVANTS 
(HOARD  OK  TRADE,  LABOUR  DE^ 
PARTMENT). 

Report  on  the  money  wages  of  indoor 
doraestie  servants:  rrcfiented  (by  com- 
mand), and  (U'dered  to  lie  on  the  T»ble. 

ARUNDEL  t^ORT. 
Account    and     Report    for     1898-99 : 
l>eUvere<i  f pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  » he  Table. 


PETITIONS, 


VACCINATION    ACTS. 

Petition  for  repeal  of  compulsory 
clauses  in ;  of  Guardians  of  the  Poplar 
Union  ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

VACCINATION   ACT,    1S98. 

Petition  for  repeal ;  of  Guardians  of 
the  Bridport  Union;  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


PARISH    COUNdLLQKS   (TENURE    OF 
OFFICE)  HILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendment  agieed  to. 

TRAWLERS'    CERTIFICATES     SUSFEN 

SION  HILL.  [Lords.] 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee 
(with  proceedings  of  the  Committee) 
made,  .ind  to  l^»e  printed.  (No.  109.) 
Bill  reported  ^vith  Amendments,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  wholy 
House  on  Monday  next :  and  to  be 
printed  as  amended,     (No.  1 10.) 

SUMMARY    JUHIKDnniON    ACT    (1879) 
AMENDMENT    RILL. 

To  bo  read  2*  on  M»tnday  the  26th 
instant.     {Thi-  J/frd  J*r  tirltt/n,) 

LINCOLNSHIRE    CORONERS    BILL. 

[Lonl»,J 

Read  IV  (iiccordiug  to  order),  and 
passeil,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 


FARNLEY 
Read    3' 
passed* 


TYx\S     MARRIAGES     BILL. 

(according    to    order),    and 


Honst?  adjourned  at  forty  minutes  after  Four 
oVIwk,  to  Monday  iu'xt»  at  forty -five 
njiiralt's  after  Ten  of  tlie  cl<>ck. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Fndmf,  dih  June  1899. 

PltlVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 
PRIVATE   BILLS. 

[l^OKDSO 

Standing   Orders    not   previously    in- 
quired into  complied  with. 

Mr.  speaker  laid  ui>on  the  Table 
Kcport  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of  Peti- 
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tions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the  case 
of  the  following  BiDs,  originating  in  the 
Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First  Keading 


PROVISIONAL  ORDER   BILLS. 

No  Standing  Orders  applicable. 

Mr.  speaker   laid  upon  the  Table 


thereof,   the   Standing   Orders   not  pre-    ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^   Examiners    of 

viously    inquired    into,   and    which   are  ;  p^^^^.^^^  ^^^  p^^^^,^  Bills,  That,  in  the 
apphcable  thereto,  have   been   complied    ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 


with,  viz.  : — 

COBHAM  GAS  BILL    [Lonls.] 

MOSS  SIDE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUN- 
CIL (TRAMWAYS)  BILL.   [Lords.] 

STRETFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUN- 
CIL (TRAMWAYS)  BILL.    [Lords.] 

WESTON  -  SUPER  -  MARE,  CLEVEDON, 
AND  PORTISHEAD  TRAMWAYS 
COMPANY  (LIGHT  RAILWAY  EX- 
TENSIONS) BILL.     [Lords.] 


WHITEHAVEN 


CORPORATION 

[Lords.] 


BILL. 


WITHINGTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUN- 
CILS (TRAMWAYS)  BILL.    [Lords.] 

Ordered,  that  the  Bills  be  read  a  second 
time. 

PRIVATE  BILLS.    [Lords.] 

No     Standing     Orders    not     previously 

inquired  into  applicable. 

Mr.  speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  no  Standing  Orders  not 
previously  inquired  into  are  applicable, 
viz. : — 

GROSVENOR  CHAPEL  (LONDON)  BILL. 

[Lords.] 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. 

PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS. 


Standing    Orders 
complied  with. 


applicable     thereto 


Mr.  SPEAKER  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  i 
Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto  have  ; 
been  complied  with,  viz. : — 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO-  ' 
VISIONAL    OKDEBS    (HOUSING    OF 
WORKING  CLASSES)  (No.  2)  BILL.      j 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  | 
time  upon  Monday  next.  j 


First  Reading  thereof,  no  Standing  Orders 
are  applicable,  viz. : — 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  (No.  4)  BILL. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  next. 

PRIVATE    BILLS. 
Petition  for  additional  Provision. 
Standing  Orders  not  complied  with. 

Mr.  speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
I  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
I  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  Petition  for  additional  Pro- 
vision in  the  following  Bill,  the  Standing 
Orders  have  not  been  complied  with, 
viz.  : — 

BRADFORD    TRAMWAYS    AND 
IMPROVEMENT    BILL. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 

CROWBOROUGH  DISTRICT  WATER 
BILL. 

Lords'  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

BROMPTON  AND  PICCADILLY  CIRCI'S 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

As  amended,  considered  ;  to  l>c  read 
the  third  time. 

JONES'  DIVORCE  BILL.     [Lord!=».] 
Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

LOUGHBOROUGH  CORPORATION  BILL. 

[Lords]. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (BARROW- 
STOUNNESS)  BILL. 

Reported,  without  amendment  [Pro- 
visional Order  confirmed].  Report  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 

Bill  to  be  road  the  third  time  upon 
Monday  next. 


7r>7  Primh^  lUU  {9  Jfnk  IHllD} 

\A\V\h  fJOVEHNMKNT  I  IRELAND) 
PKO VISIONAL  OKDER   (No,    1)    HILL. 

Reported,  without  Amendraent  [Pro- 
visional Order  confirmed] ;  report  to  lie 
up<»r»  the  Table. 

Fiilj  to  lie  read  the  thiixl  time  up>n 
Monday  next. 

LfH'AL  GUVERNVfKNT  rROVIStONAL 
tMiDER  (OOrsfNU  OF  WUKKING 
CLASSES)     HILL. 

Knpnrted,  without  Anjerjibntvnt  [Pro- 
vbi^niid  Oi'ders  t-oii firmed]  ;  report  to  )ie 
upon  the  Table, 

Hill  to  be  read  the  thiH  timo  npon 
Monday  next. 
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UKWL    (lOVKHNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (I'onR  LAW)  HILL. 

Ivejiorteri,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
vi.sional  Onlei'  eootirined] ;  rej^ort  to  lie 
upon  the  Table, 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Mouday  next. 

LOCAL    UOVEHNMENT    PUOVISIONAL 
UUDERS   (Nu.    :>)    BILL. 

li^ported,  without  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional (irders  confirmed]  :  report  lo  lie 
Upon  the  Taljle. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  upon 
Miinday  next. 

LOCAL    OOVERNiMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS   (No.   8)    HILL. 

Rt'l>ortcd,  with  Amendments  [Provi- 
situial  Orders  eonhrmed] ;  report  to  lie 
ujHin  the  Table. 

Bill,  a.s  amended,  to  be  eonsidcrcil  npon 
Monday  next, 

PIER    AND    HARH01  H    PROVIRHiNAL 

ORDER-i  (No.  1)  BILL. 
Repnrtefl    with    Amendments    (Provi- 
sional Orders  confirmed)  ;  Report  to  lie 
iip«>n  tht3  Table. 

Hi  lb  iis  ameudtM^b  to  be  considero4l  upon 
Monday  next, 

LONDtlN   COUNTY   COCNCIL  (MONEY) 
HlLk 
He  ported,    with  Amendmejils  ;  Report 
to  lie  upoii  the  T-'^ble. 

H\STTNr;S   AND    ST     LEONARDS   QAK 
HILL.     [Lora»..J 


'h  \ln- 


DERBY    CORPORATION     TRAMWAYS, 
&c.,    BILL. 
Reported  with  Amendments  ;  Reports 
to  He  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.* 

SKIPTON  URBAN  DLSTRICT  GAS  HILL. 

[Lof'tb.  I 

Reported,  with  Ament^menta;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

LOWESTOFT  PROMENADE  PIER  BILL 
Reptirted,  with  Amendments  ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  itiul  to  be  printed.* 

LONDON   HOSPITAL   BILL,    {hotdn,} 
Reported  J  without  Amendment;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

STOCKTON  AND  MIDDLESBROUGH 
WATER  HILL,     [Umi^.] 

Reported,  without  Amendmeut;  Re- 
port to  lie  uiiuii  the  Table,  and  to  bo 
printed. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

FRIENDS*  PROVIDENT  INSTITUTION 

HILL.     [Lordn.] 

Roporte*!,  with  an  Amendraent ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

INFANT  ORPHAN  ASYLUM   BILL. 

[  Lords,  i 

Reported*   without   Amendment ;  Ee- 
i  port  10  lie  upon  the  Table. 
]      Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 

ABERDEEN  CORPORATION  BILL. 
fLorila.] 

Reported,  with  Ameiulments;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  he  printed. 

MID-KENT  GAS  BILL.     [Lords.] 
Reported,  with  Aniendmcnt.s  :  Reports 
to  be  uj)c»n  the  Table,  and  to  Ik*  printed. 

WALKER  ANDWALL^KND  UNION  GAS 

(ELECTRIC  LIGHTING)  BILL. 

Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  mal  to  bo  printed. 

ELECTUin     Ln.HTING      PKOVISP  tNAL 
ORDERS  (No.  71  BILL. 

Reported— witlmut  Amendment  ;  Re- 
port to  lie  upon  the  Tubb  ; 

:        iii   \m   r«i4  thf»  thM    tJHk<*   \^\^^t\ 
Mv*t; 
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PRIVATE  BILLS  (GROUP  B). 
Sir  JOHN  BRUNNER  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Group  B   of  Private 
Bills— 

"That,  for  the  convenience  of  parties,  the 
Committee  had  adjourned  till  Wednesday  next, 
at  half- past  Eleven  of  the  clock." 

Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GREAT  SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN 
AND  WATERFORD,  LIMERICK,  AND 
WESTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANIES 
AMALGAMATION  AND  OTHER 
BILLS. 

Ordered — 

"  That  the  parties  appearing  before  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  Great  Southern  and 
Western  and  Waterford,  Limerick,  and  West- 
em  Railway  Companies  Amalgamation  and 
other  Bills  have  leave  to  print  the  Minutes  of 
the  Evidence  taken  before  the  Committee  dav 
by  day  from  the  Clerk's  Copy,  if  they  thint 
fit."— (iSir  Robert  Ptnrose-FitzGerald.) 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS. 
That  they  have  agreed  to. 
Amendment  to — 

HULL,  BARNSLEY,  AND  WEST  RIDING 
JUNCTION  RAILWAY  AND  DOCK 
BILL.  [Lords]. 

Amendments  to — 

CAMBRIDGE  UNIVERSITY  AND  TOWN 
GAS  BILL.  [Lords.] 

ST.  ALBANS  GAS  BILL.  [Lords.] 
Without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  authorise  the  Great  Grimsby 
Street  Tramways  Company  to  extend 
their  tramways ;  and  for  other  purposes." 

[Great   Grimsby   Street    Tramways   Bill 
Lords]. 

GREAT  GRIMSBY  STREET  TRAMWAYS 
BILL.  [Lords.] 

Kead  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 


FJ^TITIOXS. 


BOROUGH     FUNDS    ACT,     1872. 
Petition  from  Denholme,  for  alteration 
of  law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GROUND    RENTS    (TAXATION    BY 
LOCAL     AUTHORITIES). 

Petition  from  Rochdale,  in  favoqr;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


LOCAL      GOVERNMENT      (SCOTLAND) 
ACT    AMENDMENT    (1894)    BILL. 

Petition  from  Paisley,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL      GOVERNMENT      (SCOTLAND) 
ACT   (1894)   AMENDMENT  (No.  2)   BILL. 

Petition  from  Paisley,  against ;    to   lie 
upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  for  alteration  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MINES    (EIGHT    HOURS)    BILL. 
Petition  in  favour  ;*  from  Cymmer ;  and, 
Llanbradach  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PARLIAMENTARY    FRANCHISE. 

Petition  from  Greenwich,  for  extension 
to  women ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE    LEGISLATION    PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH    ACTS   AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Congleton,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

ROMAN    CATHOLIC    UNIVERSITY     IN 
IRELAND. 

Petition   from    Paisley,  against   estab- 
lishment ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  BILL. 

Petitions  for  alteration  ; — from  Leith  ; — 
and,  Aberdeen  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SEA  FISHERIES    REGULATION    (SCOT- 
LAND)  ACT  (1895)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

SMALL    TENANTS    (SCOTLAND)   BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

TOWN    COUNCIL    (SCOTLAND)   BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  ; — from  Newburgh  ; 
— and,  Nairn  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TUBERCULOSIS    (RECOMMENDATIONS 
OF  ROYAL  COMMISSION). 

Petition  from  Edinburgh,   for  legisla- 
tion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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VACCINATEON  ACTS,   1867  TO   1898.      I  1897-8  and   1898-9,  imdar  the  following 
Petition  from  heading,  fur  alteration  of  ]  Acts  :     Lix'al    Taxatinn    (Customs     and 

Excise)  Act,  1890  ;  Technical  Instruction 
Act,  1889  and  1891  ;  Welsh  Intermedi- 
ate Education  Act»  1889 ;  and  Public 
Lihrarif3s  and  Museums  Act."— (6tr 
John  (hrd.) 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


BOARD  OK  TRADE  {LABOT  H  DErART^ 

MENT)  (WAOKS  OF  DOMESTIC 

SERVANTS  J. 

Copy  presented, — of  Report  on  the 
Money  Wages  of  Indoor  Domestic  Ser- 
vants [by  Coramandl;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

PUllIJC  WnRKS   LOAN  BOARD. 
Copy     presented,  —  of     Twenty-fourth 
Anrnuil  Kcjxirt  {for  1898-9),  with  Appen- 
dices [by  Act]  ;    to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed,     [No,  216.] 

TREATY  SERIES  (No.  14,  1899). 
Copy  presented,— of  Withdrawal  of 
Montenegro  from  the  International  Union 
for  the  l*rotection  of  Literary  and  Artistic 
Works  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

Pa|ier  laid  upon  the  Table  by  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  :— 

1.  Arundel  Port,— Copy  of  the  Annual 
Report  and  treneral  Account  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Arundel  Port  for 
period  from  25th  March,  1898,  to 
25th  March,  1899  [by  Act], 

2.  Public  Records  (Court  of  ExcLequer, 
— Copv  of  Second  Schedule  contain- 
ing a  List  and  rartirulars  of  Classes 
of  Documents,  which  formerly  were 
or  ought  to  have  been  in  the  Office 
of  the  King's  or  Queen's  Remem- 
hraneer  of  the  Exchequer,,  or  of  the 
Clerk  ap|K>inted  to  take  charge  of 
the  Port  Bonds  or  Coast  Bonds,  and 
which  arc  now  in,  but  are  not  con- 
sidered of  auiticient  public  value  to 
justify  their  preservation  in  the 
Public  Record  Office. 

LtH'AL  AUTHORITIES  (ENGL.AND, 
WALES,  AND  IRELAND)  TECH^ 
NICAL    EDI  i  ATION. 

Return  ordei^,  "showing  the  extent  j 
to  which,  and  the  manner  in  which,  Local  | 
Authorities  in  Englan<l,  Wales,  and 
Ireland  have  ^ipplied  or  are  applying 
funds  to  the  purpK^es  of  Te<:hnif^l  luluca- 
tion  (iucltjiling  Science,  Art,  Technical, 
and  Manual  luftlruetion)  during  the  yoarfi 


METROPOLITAN   WATER  COMPANIES 
(ACCOUNTS). 

Retuni  ordered,  "  of  the  Accounts,  as 
they  are  respectively  made  up,  of  the 
Metropohtan  Water  Companies  and  the 
Staines  Reservoirs  Joint  Committee  to 
the  30th  day  of  September  and  the  31st 
day  December,  1898  (in  continuation 
of  Parliamentary  Pa[)c^r,  No.  346,  of 
Session  1898;)"--(J/n  7".  //'.  //y/ssv//.) 


PRIVATE  LEGISLATION  PRorEDUUE 
(S(^<  rn.AND)  (EXPENSES). 

C'ommittee  to  consider  of  authorising 
the  pavTuent,  out  of  moneys  to  lie  pro- 
vided by  Parliament,  of  any  remunera- 
tion, allowances,  and  e3cpenses  that  may 
lufconie  pyable  under  any  Act  of  the 
present  Session  to  provide  for  improving 
and  extending  the  Prficedure  for  oJvtain- 
ing  Parliamentary  Powers  l»y  way  of 
Provisional  Orders  in  mutters  relnting  to 
Scotlanrl  (Queen's  Recommendiition  sigid- 
fied),  upon  .Monday  next. — (Sir  IVilliam 
U\ilr(tuiL) 


NEW  WRIT, 


NE\V  WRIT  FOR  EDTNBUROH   (ScMTH 
DIVISION). 

In  tln^  room  of   l\obert  Cox,  cHrjuire, 
dcccased.^^(.SV/'  IVillitim  Walrmid,) 


QUESTIONS, 


FOREIi;N  SERVICE  MESSENGERS, 
^SiR  CHARLES  DILRK  (Oloucester, 
Forest  of  Deati) :  I  beg  to  ask  the;  L'ndcr 
Secretary  of  Sute  foi^  PVireign  Affairs 
whether  the  Secretary  of  State  is  acting 
on  the  recommendations,  in  respect  to 
Fort^ign  Service  Mc6.sengers,  contained  in 
paragraph  20  of  the  final  Report  of  the 
Ridley  C*>mmi^sion. 

*The  UNDEK  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGX  AFFAIRS  (Mr, 
BRODBirK,      Surrey,     Guildb^rd)  :     The 


Jor    ii'fA'    ;ipji'>intrfi<fnt^    from 
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lh«'  -a!arv 
XiOO  lo 
rfjiiximiiifi 
to  40    ill 

'AA'A'Am\ii.WM  v/jtji  ih<;  nf^roiiirfHJii'Jatiori"  of 

th'f  J(/;yaI  Corn m in T ion. 


£'2^}0f  and  ]tro\ftf'i'f  to  rai»i^;  th*; 
ag<j   of   ai/j/>intni«;nt    from   35 


TIIK  MOST  FAVOIKKD  NATION 
CI.AI'SK  IS  TKKATIKS  WITH  THK 
I'NITKO  STATKS. 

Cor/;NFJ.  MILWAKI)  (Stratfonl-ujKiU- 
Avon; :  I  b<'^  to  ank  thr;  Un<l«'r  S<fcrc*Uiry 
of  StiiUt  for  Fon?ign  AffairH  wh<rth<ir  the 
'i'vi'iitU'H  fXiHUu'^  lutlwisitii  the  United 
HUilt'H  of  Ameriea  and  the  Cov<;rnmentH 
of  Austria  Hungary,  Hel^ium,  Franee, 
(ierniany,  and  knHnia  n'Hj>eetiv'ely  eon- 
Uiin  what  Ih  known  an  the  moHt  favoured 
nation  elaUHe. 

*Mk.  I'dtODICK:  The  treaties  con- 
ehi(h;d  hy  the  Unit(*rl  Stateft  with  AuHtria, 
l{ej|4itun,  and  iiiiHHia  contain  the  con- 
ditional nioHt  favoure<l  nation  articles. 
The  treaty  with  i*rnHHia  contains  an 
article,  iwjconlin^  moHt  favrmr<?d  nation 
treatment  to  prodiute  and  manufactures 
in  matters  of  im|)(»rt  duties,  S:r..  The 
treaty  with  France  eontains  no  most- 
favoured-nation article!. 

KOIIKKIN  SrCAK  HOUNTIKS. 
Silt  llOWAJil)  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  1  he/^toask  th<i  Under  Secn^tary 
of  States  f(U'  Foreign  Affairs  if  the  Belgian 
(fovernment  is  taking  any  steps  to  obtain 
the  eonsent  of  France  and  i^issia  to  the 
alwjlition  of  th<^  bounties  upon  th(»  export 
of  sugar,  as  desired  by  the  other  nations 
repn'sented  at  the  Conference  last  year 
at  Mrussrls  :  and  if  there  is  any  h(>pe  of  a 
successful  issue  to  such  efVorts  in  the 
abstMice  of  penal  legislation  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

*MlJ.  hKODIvMCK  :  The  result  of  the 
negotiations  in  this  dinrtion,  which 
wen»  contid(«d  to  tht»  In^lgian  Covenunent 
by  tht^  Sugar  Hoimty  Conference  of 
lirussels,  have  not  yet  Ihmmi  made  known 
\i)  Her  Majesty's  Con (Minuent. 


Sn;    llOWAKh 

(lo\  t'inment    maki 
\'ote  is  taken  next 

No  ansNNtM*  ' 


VINCHNT:  Will  the 
in«|uii'ies  before  the 
Thursday  ! 

given 


run    AKMKNIAN    MASSArKKS. 

Coi,>SKi.l)KXN\\Kilm;uihHkBurghO: 
1  W  to  aik  tiie  Uud^'P  S.s.jvt.nv  of  Stnle 
i\iV  Vwi'wiifu  Mhm  whetUvr  he  h«is  hiul 


any  refx-ni  communicarion  from  Her 
y\iy:?xy6  AmVxissador  at  Constantinople 
in  regard  to  the  claims  of  British  subjects 
on  ar:eouiit  of  the  Armenian  massacres  of 
August,  1>*1I6:  whether  he  has  heard 
that  the  United  States  Minister  hai» 
obtaine^l  from  the  Sultan  a  promise  that 
the  American  claims  would  be  paid,  also 
that  the  Turkish  Government  proposes  to 
]ydy  th(»  American  claims  in  connection 
with  and  through  certain  American  firms 
with  whom  they  are  in  negotiation  for 
naval  contracts  ;  and  whether  Her 
Majestv^s  Goveniment  will  now  influence 
th<!  Sui>lime  Porte  so  that  the  claims  of 
British  subjects  may  be  settled  without 
further  loss  of  time. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK:  We  have  heard 
quite  r(»cently  from  Sir  N.  O'Conor  on 
I  the  subject.  On  the  23rd  of  May  His 
I  Kxcellency  again  spoke  to  the  Turkish 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  very  seriously 
and  urged  him  to  lose  no  time  in  inform- 
ing the  Sultan  of  his  repeated  repre- 
sentations. The  answer  to  the  second 
jmragraph  of  the  question  is  in  the 
negative. 

IRELAND-LOAN  FUND  BOARD. 

Mil.  JAMES  O^CONNOR  (Wioklow, 
W.) :  I  l)og  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  is  he 
awaro  that  Mr.  G.  W,  Young,  late  secre- 
tary to  the  Loan  Fund  Board  of  Ireland, 
has  suited  that  the  illegalities  sanctioned 
by  the  Board  amount  to  al)out  £60,000, 
and  that  this  sum  is  at  present  irrecover- 
able ;  have  the  loan  fund  societies  in 
Ireland  l)een  carried  on  under  the  autho- 
rity of  an  Act  of  Parliament  and  under 
the  control  of  a  department  in  Duhin 
Castle  ;  have  the  Loan  Fund  Boanl  in 
Dublin  pennitted  these  alleged  violations 
of  the  law  ;  and  does  ho  propose  to^make 
any  change  in  the  constitution  of  the 
Boanl,  by  the  insertion  of  a  clause,  or 
otherwise,  in  the  Bill  introduced  by  the 
Attornev-(Teneral  for  Ireland  on  the  Gth 
of  March  last. 

♦TiiK  CHIKF  SECRFITARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (.Mk.  G.  W.  BALi-m-R,  Leeds, 
Cent  rah  :  No  such  statement  has  l>een 
piade  by  the  late  Inspector  of  Loan  Funds 
a:^  is  n^fenvd  to  in  the  first  (mragraph. 
The  K^n  fund  societies  in  Ireland  have 
biHMi  carried  on  under  the  pro\isiona  of 
Jin  Aei  of  ParliAinent  and  statutory  nile^ 
nmi^  thereunder,    Tbey  hare  not  been 
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carriwl  on  under  the  omitrol  of  any 
tk»vernment  dt^nartment,  A  Uiiarrl  called 
the  Loan  Fund  Jkmnl,  tho  memlK>rs  of 
which  are  nominated  by  the  Lonl  Lieii- 
tcuirint,  })Ui  over  whose  pruoeedings  the 
(Toveniment  have  no  ef)ntrol,  exerciws 
Home  p:>wers  of  inspection  and  8np<Tvi«ion 
over  {t\w  societies  hv  whom  hmua  am 
made.  The  Loan  Fnnrl  Board  \mA  only 
power  to  dissolve  a  loan  society  which 
docs  not  conform  to  tht^  rules  ;  it  has  no 
other  puW(U-  o\  er  the  pnx'cedings  of  these 
aocieties.  This  jx)wer  the  Boanl  h;i.H,  I 
lielieve,  exereiHed  in  some  iuHtanees.  The 
Bill  referrefl  to  ordy  aims  at  eunrig  some 
le^al  defects  in  Hecurities  not  reg^nlar  in 
fomi,  ami  does  not  deal  with  the  genenil 
f|ueKtion.  Any  such  chmse  as  is  suggested 
would  be  outsi(ie  itrf  Jicope. 

Mr.  DOOOAK  (Tyrone,  F.) :  May  T 
ask  w  lift  her,  in  vkw  of  the  fact  that  the 
loss  nf  this  £60,000  will  fall  mostly  on 
poor  men,  the  CTOvernment  will  take  any 
steps  t<)  recoup  thi^m  1 

*Mr.  a  W.  BALFOUR:  I  cannot 
hold  out  any  hope  that  in  the  event  of 
there  hein^'  any  ileficiencies  they  will  be 
made  up  hy  the  Government. 

Mri.  J  A  \fES  O'CONNOR:  Th  not  the 
Bill  introdiierd  by  the  Attoniey-Gcneral 
fur  Ireland  intended  U\  legalise  certain 
tmrisactiuns  whieh^  although  not  legal, 
were  sanetioned  or  tolerateti  by  the  Ltx^^l 
Government  Board  1 

*Me.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  r  I  have  said 
that  it  18  intended  to  deal  with  certain 
legal  deficiencies. 

IK18H  SALMON  FTHHEHIKS, 
Mr.  SETON-KAKR  (St.  Helens)  : 
T  lieg  to  a.sk  the  Chief  St'eivtary  to  tiie 
Jjonl  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  fishery  hiws  for  the  pro- 
tect ion  of  sidmon  in  the  River  Barm  and 
in  other  Irish  rivers  are  systematioally 
c varied  :  that  the  fixed  railings  in  the 
K'llnmu  Ihixch  in  the  Hiver  l^mn  at  Cole- 
mine  are  nut  lifted  at  the  weekly  elose 
time  ;  and  that  it  is  the  praetice,  when 
draughting  for  salnum  in  the  River  Bann, 
l»y  means  of  a  second  net  to  oonstitut'e  a 
fixed  engine  and  le<ive  no  gap^s  ;  whether 
he  is  II ware  that  ^ince  thti  nwrah  of  Jime 
has  been  included  in  the  eel-fishing  season 
thon*And«  of  Bftlmon  ^^meilt  m*o  killed  in 
ih©  ftcl  im^  in  iho  Rivc^r  Baiin  ;  whether 
Ke  will  ^lue  inquiry, to  be  made,  into 


these  and  other  aUoged  illegsd  pnujtictts  ; 
and  whether,  as  there  is  a  Bill  now 
before  this  House  entitled  the  Salmon 
Fisheries  (Ireland)  Acts  Amenflment  Bill, 
which  was  unanimously  agreed  to  and 
reported  to  this  Ilouae  by  a  Select  Com- 
mittee in  \H02  after  evidence  thereon  had 
been  taken,  the  Government  will  give 
facilities  for  the  discm«ion  of  the  said 
BiH  in  this  House  this  session. 

^Mr.G.  W.  BALFOUR, :  Tam  informed 
that  the  weekly  close  nftaHon  h  carefully 
ohsorved  not  only  on  the  River  Bann,  but 
also  in  other  p*irts  (»f  the  Coleraine 
Fishery  district,  and  that  openings  are 
reguhirly  made  in  the  salmon  boxes  in 
order  to  allow  a  free  passage  for  fish 
during  the  weekly  close  time.  There  are 
two  draft  nets  used  in  the  tidiil  parts  of 
the  river,  one  of  which  is  shot  after  the 
other  is  hauled.  This,  I  am  told,  is  quite 
lawful,  and  does  not  cause  an  obstruction 
to  thi  fish  in  an^^hing  more  than  the 
owners  have  a  legal  right  to  do.  The 
nets  are  only  used  at  times,  and  cannot  at 
any  time  be  used  more  than  about  10 
hours  out  of  24.  In  the  fresh  water  only 
one  net  is  used  at  any  one  place.  As 
regards  the  second  and  third  paragraphs,  I 
understand  thatsalmon  fry  have  been  taken 
in  eel  nets  in  Jiuic.  In  June  of  last  year 
a  numl)-er  of  salmrm  fry  were  taken  in  the 
eel  net^  at  jMovanagher,  and  a  mimlwr 
were  dead.  If  the  eel  fishing  is  canicd 
on  at  cither  Portna  or  Movanagher  in 
June,  the  nets  would  kill  all  the  fry  that 
wotdd  come  into  them,  and  no  care  could 
^ivo  them  owing  to  the  shallow  water  and 
<  I  nick  stream.  At  Trwime  eel  fishery  the 
water  is  deep  anrl  the  current  light,  and 
with  care  fr\^  can  l)e  taken  jiikI  put  I>ack 
to  the  river  alive,  but  not  if  there  is  a 
goorl  quantity  of  eel.  Two  bailiffs  are  on 
the  Toouie  eel  fishery  in  June  for  the 
purpose  of  h Miking  after  the  sidmon  fry 
while  the  eel  nets  are  fishing,  and  in(|uiry 
will  be  mtwle  as  u%  the  fjuantity  of  fry 
that  may  he  killed  l»y  eel  nets  dnnng  this 
month.  1  ilo  mtt  think  it  will  be  |H»Hsible 
to  give  facilities  for  the  fliscussion  of  the 
Bill  mentioned  in  the  last  panigniph  dur- 
ing the  present  W/'ssion,  nod  I  may  remind 
rov  hon.  friend  that  the  subjret  of  the 
inland  fisheries  and  fishery  laws  in 
Ireland  is  alKiru  to  bo  inquired  into  by  a 
Y i*"t^r<*gi4  Conimiiision. 

Mr.  RETON.KAKRf  Ari^^in^  out  of 
fha  AiiiWdr  to  the  hui  parMgrapli,  i%  tka 
right  hon,  Genilimw  AWire  tbftt  I  Uvi 


767 


QfifsHmk^. 


{COMMONS} 


Qmsiimis. 


lU 


introclncal  th«t  Bill  every  js^^ftsion  for  the 
past  aev«n  years  ;  will  he  not  iirnler  the 
cireunistancea  consider  the  poRsibilitj  of 
the  giving  facilities  for  diseussirig  it  this 
year  1 

♦Mk.   G.   W.    BALFOUK:  That  doe« 
not  iHist  with  Tin\ 


V\\ 


<M'    IRISH    1U:S[DKNT 
MAi;iSTKATES. 


Mr.  McGAKTAN  (Down,  S.)  :  I 
beg  10  a.sk  th<*  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
I^rd  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  hifi 
attention  has  \mm  calle<i  to  the  ri*Holntion 
imaninioiiiily  adopted  by  the  Council  of 
the  Btdfast  ChanibiT  of  Connnerce  com- 
plaining  of  the  ina<k"qiiate  emoluments  of 
the  two  reKidenfc  magistnitt'S  at  pnisent 
in  charge  of  the  city  ;  whritht^r  lu?  is 
aware  ihnt  thesj*  two  resident  niagistrates 
are  men  rif  ^um\  atanding  and  pxj)erienee 
at  the  Kjir»  and  tfiat»  owing  to  the  exten- 
sion <jf  the  eity  iK^undaries,  the  aniciunt  of 
police?  eourl  Inisinesis  has  enormously  in- 
creasedt  and  that  their  siihiries  ar^'  much 
under  the  aeale  for  Dublin,  where  the 
duties  are  considurably  lighter  ;  and 
whether,  seeing  that  the  Council  have 
resolved  that  the  scale  in  Belfast 
mU8t  be  considerably  raised  if  first-elass 
men  are  to  be  attracted  to  the  position, 
he  will  have  the  matter  fully  con^^idered 
with  the  view  of  caiiying  out  the  feelings 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the 
citizens  in  this  regard. 

*Mr.  DAVITT  (Mayo,  K.):  Before  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  answers,  may  I  ask 
whether  in  fact  the  salaries  paid  to  Irish 
resident  magistrates  are  not  as  a  rule  too 
high,  considering  the  slight  duties  they 
ha\e  to  perform,  and  are  there  not  too 
many  of  these  magistrates,  considering 
the  pi-esent  crimeless  condition  of  Ireland  f 

^^Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
S.)  :  fs  it  not  a  fact  that  this  subject  was 
broui^ht  un<ler  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
noticA3  by  Mum  hers  connected  with  1^1  fast 
A  considertible  time  ago»  and  that  ho  was 
favourably  inclined  tx>  eonsifler  it,  prt>- 
vided  hon.  (Jentlemen  opposite  ai!eretl  no 
opposition  1 

♦Mr,  U.  VV\  BALFOUK :  Yes,  it  is  the 
fact»  as  mentioned  by  the  hon.  Meml>er 
for  South  Belfast,  that  this  matter  hiis 
heiTi  previously  under  my  notice.  My 
uttention  has  Iteen  dii'tn^ted  to  the  reftolu- 
lion  r<ift>nr«d  to.  btit  I  am  not  prepared 
to  admit   that   the  eant  \A  the  t^o  resi- 


dent magistrates  at  Belfast  is  exavtty 
comparalile  wnth  that  of  the  divisicmiil 
magistrates  of  Dublin.  If  the  position 
of  the  resident  magistnites  at  Belfast  U 
to  Ixj  impru\'e<l  legislation  would  be 
nticessary  for  tht;  purpose,  and  I  shatUd 
recjuire  to  be  assureil  that  any  measiu^ 
dealing  with  the  case  wtmld  be  treated  aa 
absolutely  ?ion-controvorsial  by  all  sec- 
tions before  I  could  consent  even  to  con- 
sider the  cjuestion  of  introducing  a  Bill 
dui-ing  the  present  session. 

HUSH  LAND  VALUATIONS. 

Cai^ain  DONELAN:  On  behalf  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Down  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lard 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can 
now  ssay  abtmt  wdiat  time  the  Sub-C'om* 
missioners  in  Irtibind  will  be  supplied 
with  the  valuations  of  lands  and  houses 
for  the  standard  year  in  respect  of  the 
fair  rent  applications  listed  for  hearing ; 
and  whether  the  same  will  be  supplied  by 
the  Commissioners  of  Valuation  in  Ireland 
or  at  the  request  of  the  I^and  Commis- 
sion,  so  as  to  save  the  tenants  or  owners 
from  the  expense  and  inconvenience  of 
applying  for  certificates  of  valuation 
which  will  be  comparatively  useless  to 
them  afterwaTils, 

*Me.  G.  W.  BALFOUK  :  In  continua- 
tion  of  my  answer  to  the  hon.  Member's 
previous  question  of  the  18th  of  May  on 
this  subject,  1  am  informed  that  the  cer- 
tificates of  valuation  are  being  supplied 
to  the  Land  Commission  as  required,  and 
that  certificates  have  been  issued  to  the 
Commission  in  3,100  cases  to  the  present 
date.  As  regards  the  question  of  uie  cost 
of  these  certificates,  I  nutst  refer  the  hon. 
Member  to  the  statement  made  by  me 
on  the  r2th  May  in  reply  to  a  similar 
(.luestion  put  by  my  hon*  friend  the 
Slend)er  for  North  Antrim. 

NEW  KATINt;  SYSTEM  IN  IREL,U\D. 
Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.):  I  bog 
to  jisk  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  I*ord 
Lieulenaut  of  Ireland  wh*?ther  the  i^nd 
Commission  have  issued  for  the  in- 
formation of  landlords  and  tenants 
making  agivemerits  for  fair  rents  for  the 
.Hecottd  statutory  term  instruct  ions  as  to 
their  liabilities  for  rates  under  the  nfw 
rating  ^y*5tem  ;  and  whether  he  can  state 
if  an  agi*eement  is  binding  on  a  landlord 
to  allow  his  tenants  half  eoimty  cess 
under  the  second  statutory  term  made 
since  the  6tb  April  lasL 


♦Mr,  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  The  reply  to 
tlie  first  pamgraph  iis  in  tho  negative. 
I'resnmalJy  the  parties  to  an  agreement 
woultl  refer  to  the  proviHions  of  tlie  Lwa] 
Governmoiit  Aet  and  to  the  certiticate  as 
to  ]H»or  rate  arul  county  ces8  pnhlii^hed 
in  the  Dahlin  Oait^^ftr  of  1 1th  April,  before 
executing  the  agi*eenient.  The  precise 
meaning  of  the  second  paragraph  is  not 
qnite  clear  to  tne,  but  I  would  refer  the 
hon.  MeTnl»er  to  Section  52,  Snlvsection  2, 
of  the  Lociil  Govenimont  Act  of  la**t  year, 
which  enacta  that  the  ix^cupier  of  a 
hered  it  anient  t^hall  not  Ik;  entitled  to 
deduct  from  \\i^  rent  any  part  of  the  poor 
rate,  and  any  contract  to  the  contrary 
respecting  such  deduction  sh^dl  he  void. 

PUrsON   APPOINTMENTS. 

Mk,  GKAHAM  (St,  Pancras,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  there  in  any  limit  of  age,  and,  if 
\  what  linn't,  })eyond  which  no  prison 
"'cial  may  be  promoted  to  a  ileputy 
governorship,  a  tifth<*Ia&<s  governorHhij),  or 
to  a  clerkship  in  the  Piison  Department 
in  the  Home  Uttice  ;  and  are  the  competi- 
tive pnson  clerks,  who  paid  a  X3  exami- 
nation fee,  del  jarred  at  the  lige  of  forty -five 
from  progressing  in  the  customary  conrse 
of  promotion  to  clerkships  in  the  Prison 
Department  of  the  Home  Office  to  tifth- 
elas3  governoT'ships,  or  trj  deputy  governor- 
ship!. 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
TjiE  HO^fE  Di:PAirrMENT  (Sir  i\L 
WlirrK  HiJiLKV,  Lanes,,  BI;iekpuol) :  I 
liave  been  asked  by  my  right  hon.  fiiend 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treiisiuy  to  answer 
this  tpiestion.  It  would  Ije  unnsua], 
except  nnrler  Xi^ry  8|)ecial  circumstances, 
to  promote  a  prison  t>ftieial  over  the  age 
t^f  forty  five  to  any  of  these  appointments. 
The  appoiiitmerjts,  as  hits  been  explaintnl 
on  pR'vioiis  occasions^  are  in  the  custo- 
mary conrse  of  promt>tion  only  in  the 
te^fbnical  sensi',  that  is  to  ^%\\  a  fn^sh  Civil 
SiJcrvice  certiticate  is  not  neeossiiry.  These 
posta  require  special  ipialific^tions,  and 
^e  given  by  i*eleetion,  and  not  f»y 
jpierriarity  or  as  a  right  of  promotion, 

FATAL    ACCIDENT    TO    A    DO<  K 

labouueu    at   GAHSTON. 

Mr.  M/CfHEE  (Louth,  S.):  I  beg  to 
iisk  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  ivhether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  rep<:»rt  of  tho  procc««i- 
ings  at  the  coroner's  ifitpiest  held  at  the 


:  Blackburn  Arms,  Garston,  upon  the  dead 
body  of  a  dock  labourer,    named    Peter 

j  Mali  or,  who  had  been  in  the  emph«y  of 
the  London  and  North- Western  Railway 

I  Company,  and  assisting  to  load  a  steamer 
called  the  ''Emerald/' when  he  was  killed 

!  by   the   fallitig  on    his   head  of  a  drum 

;  laden  with  caustic  soda  ;  is  he  aware  that 
the  coroner  reflected  severely  upon  the 
employment  of  mere  Iwys  by  this  railway 
company  at  the  time  upon  the  ** Emerald"; 
and  whether  the  hooks  currying  the  drum 
were  defective,  and  had  not  previously 
been  examined  by  any  competent  inspec- 
tor ;  and  if,  in  the  interests  of  the  lives 
of  the  dock  labourers  and  youths  em- 
ployed  by  this  mil  way  company,  he  will 
cause  full  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the 
case,  aufi  surrounding  circumstauL'es, 

*SirM  white  RIDLEY:  My atten^ 
tion  has  heeTi  called  to  the  report  of  this 
C4ise,  and  to  the  remarks  made  by  the 
coroner.  The  matter  is  now  being 
further  investigated  by  officers  of  the 
Factory  Department. 


THE     PETTtOLElM     BILL. 

Mit.  TULLY:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  can  state  what  day  the 
Govennnent  will  introduce  their  measure 
dealing  with  petroleum  ;  and  whether 
it  will  deal  with  the  question  of  the  flash 
point,  in  accordam^e  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Select  Committee  that 
reported  last  year  to  the  House. 

^SiR  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY:  No,  Sir, 
I  am  afraid  1  am  not  in  a  position  to 
make  any  statement  as  to  a  petroleum 
Bill,  either  in  respect  of  its  introduction 
or  its  contents. 

EMOLUMENTS   OF   LIGHTHOUSE 

KEEPERS. 

Mit  NICOL  (Argjdl):  I  beg  to  aak 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Ti-ade  if  a 
reply  has  now  been  sefit  by  the  authorities 
t4>  the  petition  of  the  lighthouse  keepers 
of  the  l^Fiited  Kingdom  for  an  increase  of 
pay  and  other  privileges  ;  and,  if  so,  if  he 
can  state  to  the  House  the  terms  and 
effect  of  the  reply. 

The  PRESIDENT   of  the   BOARD 

OF  TRADE  (Me.  Ritchie,  Croydon):  A 

new  scale  of  renuuieraiion  for  lighthouse 

keepers,  as  proposed  by  the  three  light- 

[  house  authorities,  has  been  sjinotioneii  by 

I  the  Board  of  Tnnle,  and    I  nm   mU^m\^ 
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hy  those  autlmritiea  that  a  circular  em- 
hodyifii?  t!ie  new  scale  is  on  tlu^  point  of 
being  issiuMl.  Tlie  rleUJls  of  the  scfile 
cannot  bo  conveniently  emhodied  in  reply 
to  a  nuestion,  but  I  shall  hv  happy  to 
fiirnish  my  hon.  friernl  with  the  par- 
ticulars, in  writing,  if  he  desires  it. 

Mn.  NICOL  :  Will  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman ha%'e  them  printed  ? 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  I  hardly  thifik  that 
that  ifi  lUK-essary.  The  particulars  shidl 
l>e  distributed  to  those  interested. 

YOUUHAL  UIFLE  UANOE. 

Captain    DONELAN  (Cork,    E.) :    I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  Stjite  | 
for   AVar  whether   he    is   aware  that,  in  j 
consequence  of  a  recent  bi'each    in    the 
sea    embankment,    the    rifle    range     nt 
Youghah  county  Cork,  hjLs  become  floofled  I 
and  practically  u.^eless ;  anrl  whether  the  , 
War  Oflice  will  couj^ider  the  desirability 
of  co-operating  with   the  loea!  authorities 
and  with  the  Great  Southern  and  Western 
llailway  Company^  with  a  view   to  the 
execution  of  the  neccs.sary  repiirs. 

♦Thk  UXDER  SECRETAKY  of 
STATE  Fon  WAR  (Mr.  G.  Wyndham, 
Dover) :  It  is  a  fact  that  the  range 
cannot  bo  used  until  the  breach  in  the 
sea  wall  is  repaired.  Several  authorities 
are  interestecf  m  these  repairs,  whieh  have 
already  be e  n  attcm  pt  ed ,  bi  1 1  w i th  o u t  suc- 
cess. A  further  report  on  the  cireum- 
stances  will  be  called  for. 

Cattain  DONELAN  :  Will  the 
Department  be  prepared  to  make  any 
contribution  towards  the  cost  oi  carrying 
out  these  repairs? 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  That  is  the  very 
question  which  will  be  decided  when 
we  have  the  report.  Several  authorities 
are  interested,  and  the  allocation  of  the 
responsibility  on  each  is  a  matter  which 
will  oeeufiy  our  minds. 

T.AUVSMrni  HAb'HAfKS. 
Mil.  BTTHANAN  (AberdccuMhire, 
Kast)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Seeret^ry 
of  Stnte  for  War  whethei*  the  British 
troops  have  been  sent  back  from  the  Mooi 
river  to  Ladysmith,  and  what  ^tepw  have 
been  taken  to  improve  the  water  supply 
and  aanitary  conditioivnf  ihp  ac^rOn^rncjiifil 
tion  at  LafiyRTnith, 

*Mr.  WTNT>HA>r :  These  troopi  had 
teen  under  c*nviw  at  m  elevation  oif  some 


5,000ft,  during  the  hot  weather;  they 
were  moved  b.iek  into  huts  at  Jjad3'smith 
on  the  approaeli  of  the  cold  weather, 
when  enteric  fever  is  not  prevalent.  Fifty- 
three  thousand  pounds  has  been  spent  on 
improving  the  accommodation  at  I^ady- 
smith^  and  the  general  otiicer  command- 
ing  has  been  instructed  to  postpone  other 
services  in  oi-der  to  apply  the  largest 
pr>6sil(le  sum  to  sanitary  requirements  at 
that  station. 

Mn.  BUCHANAN :  Have  they,  thcn» 
been  brought  hack  to  the  i^ame  unhealthy 
quarters  and  huts  from  which  they  were 
removed  in  February  ? 

niii.  ^\^^NDHAM:  Yes,  but  a  large 
portion  of  this  £53,000  has  been  spent  on 
improving  the  sanitary  condition  of  these 
very  quarters,  and  the  result  of  the  ex- 
penditure will  be  reaped  this  year. 

PRESBYTEHrAN  SKHVirES  FOR 
TKOtn^S  IN  INDIA. 

.Mr.  HEDDEiaVTCK  (Wick  Burghs): 
I  lieg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  his  attention  ha.s  been 
drawn  to  a  complaint  that  the  Episcopa- 
lian chaplains  attached  to  the  Array  in 
India  object  to  Presbyterian  servicer 
being  conducted  in  the  churches  pro- 
vided by  Goverrnnent  for  Her  Majesty's 
troops,  and  that  in  consequence  Scottish 
F*resbytenan  soldiers  are  compelled  to 
%vorship  in  riding  schools,  theatres,  and 
other  even  more  unsuitable  plaec<s ; 
whether  there  is  any  foundation  in  fact 
for  this  complaint :  and,  if  so,  upon  what 
grounds  the  exclusion  of  FVesbyterian 
soldiers  from  the  use  of  churches  pro- 
vided by  Government  for  the  purpose  of 
worship  is  defended  ;  and  wli ether  he 
has  taken,  or  means  to  tiike,  any  steps  to 
remove  the  grievance  complained  of 

The   SErRKTAHY    of   STATE  foe 

INDIA  (Eord  GFouiJR  Hamilton, 
Middlesex,  >Ifding)  :  Eor  s^uje  time  pa»t 
I  havf  been  in  eommtuiication  with  the 
otficialH  of  the  Seoteh  Chureh  with  a  view 
of  facilitating  the  nsi*  of  i*xiKting  build- 
ings for  di\irie  service  by  fresbytenaiis  in 
India.  In  consequence  nf  representations 
which  reached  thp  (lovernntent  of  Inilia* 
eettjvin  eh«nge«  werf*  m.vh*  aIhiut  ii  year 
ago  in  the  rultn  which  govern  the  use  of 
Government  churches.  The  tendcnev  of 
thnse  changeu  was  to  facilitflt€^  the  tis<»  of 
suoh  ehurehoA  hy  denominations  other 
than  the  Church  bf^  England.   Since  then, 
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t%i  I  ^iit3l  in  t!iU  Hian  o  I    May  d,  the'  petitiun,  which  up  to  the  pre&ent  has  not 

been  acceded  to. 

The  financial  SECUETARY  to 
THE  TKEA8UKY  (Mr.  Hanbuhy,  Pres- 
ton) :  It  is  the  case  that  letters  posted  at 
Moutitjoy,  near  DnngaTinonj after  9  a.m.  do 
not  arrive  at  Dunganiion  tiil  the  folJowing 
day.  The  reason  is  that  Mount  joy,  not 
being  on  the  homeward  route  of  the  post- 
man, has  not  hitherto  had  an  evenuig 
eollectioii,  the  only  collection  being  mado 
by  the  postman  when  delivering  at  Da.m, 
Instruciiona  have,  however^  now  Iteen 
given  for  an  evening  collection  to  be 
made  at  the  iMoiintjoy  Post  Office. 
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only  efianges  made  in  tht^se  rules  have 
been  (1)  tti  dehtie  more  accurately  the 
religious  Iwidie!^  who  may  hold  serv  iccii  in 
the:ie  ehurchci;,  rresiiyterians  Ijeing  ex- 
[jre^ly  included  ;  and  (2)  to  make  the 
final  ap|>ea!,  in  case  of  difheulty,  lie  U) 
the  Metropolitin,  wherefus  up  to  lai«t 
summer  t!ie  final  tlecision  lay  witli  the 
Biahup  of  the  diocese.  No  cases  of  diffi- 
cidty  or  hardship  under  the  new  rules 
have  as  yet  l>een  rB|K>rte  I  to  me,  nur  iim 
I  at  present  aware  uf  any  reason  for 
taking  action  in  the  matter. 

PENSIONS      TO      Sf^nTTlsn      Sf^HooL 
TEACH  i':its. 

Mil  BUCHANAN:  I  lieg  to  ask  the 
Lonl  Advocate  whether  he  wdl  state  the 
amount  of  the  pension  to  be  given  to  the 
teachers  in  Scotland  whose  servicer  com- 
raencc^d  before  1S51,  before  they  are  called 
upon  to  exercise  the  option  of  applying 
for  a  fX'UsioiK 

The  loud  ADVOCATE  (Wlr.  A.  G. 
MruuAY,  Buteshire)  :  The  Snperantni- 
ation  Act  confers  no  special  l>enefit  on 
ttjjiehers  who  Ixjgan  work  before  1851.  A 
circular,  explairuug  fuLly  the  cf)nditions, 
has  lH.»i'n  sent  to  every  teacher  krjown  to 
be  in  service,  and  the  Uep:irtmcrit  will,  on 
application,  inform  a  teacher  of  the 
appruxiinat<3  amount  of  his  allowance  if 

iiccepts  the  Act. 


Mti.  BUCHANAN:  May  I  ask  whether 
before  a  teacher  is  compelled  to  exercise 
his  option  as  to  whether  he  will  retire  or 
not,  be  will  be  informeil  of  the  amount  of 
pension  ho  is  to  get  'I 

Mr.    .a.    J,    MURRAY:    Yes,   if   he 
tkes  his  jmnsion  lUider  the  Act. 


MUUN TJOV  PtiSTAL  ARRANGEMENTS. 
Mr,  DOOGAN;  I  beg  U^  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster  -  General,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  letters  posted  in  Mountjoy 
Post  Office,  county  Tyrone,  after  9  a.m., 
do  not  arrive  in  the  neighbouring  county 
town  of  Dungannon  till  the  following 
day;  whether,  in  order  to  obviate  the 
great  inconvenience  resulting  from  this 
long  delay,  which  in  some  cases  amounts 
to  24  hours,  tile  residents  of  Mountjoy 
have  petitioned  the  posUl  authorities  for 
an  evening  collection  similar  to  that 
which  is  in  force  in  the  adjoining  districts 
of  Arboe  and  Clonoc :  and  whether  steps 
will  be  taken  to  grant  the  prayer  of  that 


LURGAN  POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  M'GHEE  :  I  bog  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Trciisury,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster-General,  with  reference  to  the 
proposed  building  of  a  riew  post  office  at 
Lurgan,  whether  he  can  now  state  on 
what  site  th«  new  building  will  be  con- 
structed ;  and,  whether,  considering  the 
grave  anxiety  in  Lnrgan  owing  to  the 
delay  already  involved,  he  can  state 
about  what  date  the  erection  of  the 
building  will  be  cominenceil,  and  what 
period  will  be  allowed  for  the  completion 
of  the  works. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  I  regret  to  state 
that  little  progress  has  been  made  in  this 
matter  since  I  answered  tlie  hon. 
Member's  question  of  the  8th  ultimo. 
The  Board  of  Public  Works  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  design  a  suitable  building, 
for  erection  on  either  of  the  two  sites 
under  consideration,  the  cost  of  which 
would  not  bring  the  tot.tl  expenditure  for 
site  and  building  up  to  an  amount  far  in 
excess  of  what  the  business  would 
warrant. 

POSTMEN'S  PAY. 

Mr.  GILES  (Cambridge,  Wisbech):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster-General, 
whether  the  test  appbcd  by  the  Post 
Office  authorities  in  determining  whether 
the  postmen  in  a  district  are  entitled  to  a 
higher  grade  of  pay  is  the  cost  of  living 
in  or  the  population  of  that  district. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  Population  is  the 
first  and  principal  test,  but  it  is  constantly 
modified  by  exceptional  local  circum- 
stances, .such  as  the  high  cost  of  living  or 
high  price  of  labour. 
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being  exacted  this  week  from  some  of 


Mr.  DA^^TT :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treaanry,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster-Genenil,  whether,  on  Whit 
MondcaVt  the  telegraphists  employed  at 
11,  Regent  Street  (West  Side)  Post 
Office,  who  were  on  duty  for  ciglit  con- 
secutive hours,  and  forhMden  to  leave 
the  building  J  were  unable  to  obtain  food 
or  refreshment  owing  to  the  absence  of 
the  caterer ;  whether  overtime  is  com- 
pulsory on  the  female  telegraphists, 
owing  to  the  office  being  short  handed  ; 
and  whether  an  hours  overtime  per  day 
is 
these  lady  employees, 

Mr.  HANBUKY:  At  the  Post  Office 
at  *J1,  Regent  Street,  to  which  it  is  pre- 
sumed the  hon.  Mend>er  refers^  only 
eight  of  the  twenty -four  telegraphists  on 
duty  on  Whit  Monday  attefuled  for  aa 
much  as  eight  hours.  It  was  by  the 
general  consent  of  the  staff  that  the 
attendant  was  absent  for  that  day,  the 
staff  having  previously  arranged  to  pro- 
vide their  own  meal.s  as  they  wished  the 
attendant  to  have  a  holidiiy,  and  none  of 
them  expressed  any  desire  to  leave  the 
building  for  refreshment  during  the  day. 
The  office  in  i|uestif.m  has  its  full  staff. 
Overtime  is  compulsory  on  female  tefc- 
gi'aphists,  as  on  all  other  Post  Office 
servants,  when  necessity  requires. 
During  the  Derby  Week  live  tekv 
graph  is  ts  at  this  office  voluntarily  per- 
formed between  them,  during  iivu  days, 
seven  hours  extra  duty  in  all,  which  was, 
of  course,  paid  for  extra  at  the  autho- 
rised rate.  No  overtime  is  being  exacted 
this  week. 

ADULTEUATED  TBA, 

Mr.  CAUEW  (Dublir*,  College  Green) : 
I  Ijeg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether  he  is  awaro  that 
hirge  importations  of  tea  rejected  l*y  the 
Hamburg  and  New  York  Customs 
have  recerjtly  \ni\in  passed  by  the  ICrig- 
lish  Customs,  and  sf»ld  in  London, 
although  containing  up  to  20  per  cent,  of 
clay  and  Siind,  aiid  unfit  for  human 
consumption ;  and  whether,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  price  of  common  teas 
has  iiflvanced  h(}  per  cent.,  of  which  the 
poor  are  the  largest  eonsuinei'S,  the 
Government  will  insist  on  a  more  rigid  j 


*Mb.  HANBURY  :  The  Board  of  Cus- 
toms have  no  means  of  testing  the 
accuracy  of  the  statement  in  the  first 
paragraph.  As  was  state<^l  y ester* lay  by 
my  right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  df 
the  Excliequer,  in  reply  to  a  similar  ques- 
tion, a  full  inquiry  is  being  made,  and  if 
it  should  appear  advfsal)le  to  alter  the 
existing  regulations  or  to  increase  the 
mmiljcr  of  tea  inspectors,  the  necessary 
steps  will  l;e  taken  at  once.  Meantime, 
a  circular  has  bei?n  issued  to  the  tea  in- 
spectors  directing  them  to  admirn'ster  the 
existing  regulations  with  special  care. 

UCEXCES   FOH   TKADESMEN'S  CARTS 
AND    VANS. 

Mr.  GILES:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  whether  he  is  aware 
that  recently  tradesmen  in  rural  districts, 
especially  builders  and  plumbers,  have 
received  notice  from  the  collectors  of 
taxes  that  they  must  take  out  licences  for 
carts  and  vans  used  in  the  course  of  trade 
by  reason  of  their  sending  and  fetching 
their  workmen  in  such  carts  and  vans  to 
and  from  the  houses  and  places  where 
their  work  was  being  performed,  and  that 
the  Solicitor  to  the  Boartl  of  Inlaod 
Revenue  had  expressed  the  opinion  that 
workmen  cannot  be  considered  goods  or 
buitlen  in  the  course  of  trade  or  husban- 
dry, vvithiti  the  meaning  of  :V1  and  liZ 
\'ic.,  c  U,  s.  Ul  (G);  and  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  this 
practice  has  pre \  ailed  for  a  great  many- 
years,  he  will  give  instructions  to  the 
collectoi's  of  taxes  not  to  exact  the 
carriage  duty  on  this  account  alone,  or 
will  take  steps  to  amend  the  provisions 
of  the  Act. 

*Mk.  HAXBURY:  There  has  been  no 
chartge  of  iiractiee  in  the  matter  as  Htatt^d 
in  the  i|Uestion,  and  the  Act  is  51  Vict,, 
c.  8.  The  exemption  uf  trade-earts  ex- 
tends only  to  vehicles  which  are  con- 
structed or  adaptetl  for  use,  arifl  are  iLsed 
solely  for  the  conveyance  of  g(3ods  nr 
burden  in  the  course  of  trade  rir 
husliandry.  It  has  always  l»een  the  view 
of  the  lloanl  of  Inlafid  Revenue  that 
workmen  d(»  not  come  within  the  meaning 
of  the  words  **  gof  kIs  *ir  biu^len,''  The  pro- 
ceefls  of  thei^c  licences  are  now,  of  course, 
paid  over  to  the  Local  Taxation  Accomit. 

THK  CHINA  SQCAnitUN. 
Mr.  HKD1>EHWICK  ;  I    beg   to  a«k 


inspection   of  all  future    importations  to  '  the  Fii-st  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
prevent  a  repetition  of  the  fraud.  I  the   summer    cruise    of    Her    Majesty^a 


w 

}iiadit>n,  now  in  the  China  Seas,  bas  been 
rranged  ;     and,    if    so,    whether     Port 

Arthur  and  Tnlienwati  are  amongst  the 

ports  to  \h}  viisited. 

Thk  first  LORI^  of  the  ADAFT- 
HALTY  (Mr  i}.  J.  GosciiEN,  St.  Ge<jrge's, 
Hanover  Square) :  Yes,  by  the  com- 
luander-iuehief  of  the  station.  The 
potts  named  hy  the  hon.  Member  are  not 
in  the  adnund's  programme. 

Mr.  HEDDEHWICK  :  WiJl  the  Hght 
hon.  Gentleman  8ta.te  the  reason  why 
these  intere.sting  ports  are  omitted  1 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  The  eommander-in- 
chief  appears  to  have  formed  a  pn>- 
gi\annnL;  which  did  not  inehide  these 
l>oits. 

THE  COLONIAL  LOANS  FUND  HILL. 
The  first  LORD  uf  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr,  A.  J.  BALFurR,  ^lancht-ster, 
E.) :  It  might  be  convenient  to  the 
Hou.se  if  I  state  that  I  think  we  ought, 
on  public  grounds,  to  get  through  the 
stage  of  the  Colonial  Loans  Bill  which 
unfortunately  was  not  tinii*hed  last  night 
at  the  earliest  pcissible  date.  I  must 
therefore  put  it  first  on  Monday,  although 
I  hope  it  will  oidy  prevent  us  getting  on 
with  the  Scotch  Bill  by  a  very  short 
perirxl. 

Mh.  DILLON  (Mayo.  E.) :  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  give  any  indieation 
as  to  what  are  the  puhlie  groiuuLs  that 
necessitate  any  hurry  in  regartl  to  this 
Bill  i 

Mr.  a,  J,  B/VLFOUK  :  1  do  not  think 
I  can  answer  that  question,  but  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Chanceller  of  the  Ex- 
chequer is,  I  know,  e.xtremely  anxious 
that  the  Bill  should  be  got  through  for 
financial  reasons. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  He  did  not  state  them. 


SUPPLY  [13th  allotted  DAY], 

Considered  in  Committee. 
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Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  a  sum.  not  exceeding   £49.482,    lie 
{pointed  to  Her  Majciityi  to  complete  the  stim 


oectjasary  to  defray  the  charge  whieli  will 
come  in  cuurHL-  uf  inijtnent  <lmin)x  the  ytuir 
ending  on  the  31st  day  ol  Marrli,  ITOU,  fw  the 
fialarie»  and  ex|)en»ea  of  the  Department  of 
Her  Majesty's  SSecrettiry  of  8tivte  fur  Foreign 
Affaira/' 


^SlR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean) :  The  reduction  which  I 
have  to  move  in  the  salary  of  Lord 
Salisbury  is  ba8ed  on  a  sad  casc^  hnt  a 
clear  and  grave  case  of  neglect  by 
the  Government,  and  I  piopose  to 
speak  on  one  other  liiicstion  only 
before  moving  it.  Last  year  I  moved 
a  reduction  in  the  salary  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  on  account  of  matters  which  had 
occurred  in  the  course  of  the  previous 
twelve  months.  There  had  been  develop- 
ments in  connection  with  Tunis,  Siam, 
Madagascar,  and  China,  all  of  which  we 
wished  to  censure.  An  opinion  was 
expressed  that  the  Liberals  were  not 
agreed  in  their  views  on  foreign  policy; 
but  every  Liberal  present  voted  for  the 
reduction,  which  had  the  support  of  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  West 
Monmouthshire.  Since  that  time  there 
has^  no  doubt^  on  the  Address  in  reply  to 
the  Queen  s  Speech  this  year,  been  an 
attempt  by  my  hon,  friend  the  Member 
for  Devonport  (Mr.  Kfiirley)  again  to 
raise  the  question  of  Mailagascan  There 
has  been  a  new  Blue  Book  which  justitied 
his  action,  for  it  shows  that  no  reply  has 
been  received  from  France  to  Lord  Sidis- 
bury's  remonstrance.  But  there  is  no  new 
materiaL  The  matter  was  covered  by  the 
reduction  which  I  moved  last  year.  We 
attacked  the  Government  with  regard  to  it 
last  year.  The  Blue  Book  of  this  year  is 
virtually  the  same  as  the  Blue  Book  of 
last  year,  for  the  whole  matter  has  arisen 
from  Lord  Salisbury's  neglect  in  18B0. 
We  can  add  nothing  to  what  we  said  last 
year,  but  we  received  no  answer. 

*TnE  UNDER-SECRETARY  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mn  Brodrick, 
Surrey,  Guildford)  :  The  arguments  were 
very  fully  replied  to* 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE:  I  do  not 
think  that  an  examination  of  Ilaiwird 
will  bear  out  that  statement.  Wo  all 
agree  that  the  principal  events  in  foreign 
a^airs  which  have  lately  happeried,  the 
choice  of  our  representJitives  to  the 
Hague^  and  the  Mid-Africa  delimitations, 
form  a  success  for  Lord  Salisbury — a  sue- 
cesB  to  set  against  many  failures.  Relations 
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with  France  are  better,  but  there  is  the  f  A  paper  which  supports  the  (Jfovernment 
as  yet  unexplained  incident  of  Muscat.  I  said  the  other  day  that,  of  the  two 
The  Muscat  papers  have  virtually  been 
refused  to  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
papers  would  not  be  damaging  to  the 
cause  of  peace,  Init  they  would  1/e  damag- 
ing to  the  Government.  They  are 
retusud  on  the  shallow  pretext  that 
*' local  dutailft  are  atill  under  dificuasion," 
The  French  Government  has  told  its 
BUpportera  that  we  expressed  "profo\md 
regret  *'  for  something  which  they  term  an 
im</Ht^enanr4i^lhat  is,  **an  unsoemly  or  un- 
becoming act  " — on  whose  pait  'i  We.  can 
all  agree  in  regretting  that  we  should  l>e 
placed  in  the  position  which  the  Govern- 
ment, by  refusing  pipers,  seem  to  admit. 
The  un«  subject  upon  which,  in  fiddition  to 
that  upon  wldch  I  have  to  move  the  reduc- 
tion, i  wish  to  speak,  but  briefly  as  I  shall 
douliLless  he  folhiwed  l)y  my  no)>le  friend, 
the  xMeudH3r  for  Yoik,  who  baa  had  lui- 
rivaNed  opportunities  of  forming  opinions 
on  the  spot— is  that  of  China,  which 
18  always  wdth  U8»  The  recent 
arrangement  with  Eusaia  is  a  very 
partial  one,  apparently  a  mere  recogni- 
tion of  existing  facts,  leaving  all  dangerous 
matters  where  tliey  were.  It  is  exactly 
the  agreement  which,  on  the  12th  of 
August  of  last  year,  was  suggested  by 
Mr.  Lessar,  the  Russian  Charge  d'Affaires, 
to  the  Leader  of  this  iIouse»  and  at  first 
cold-shouldered  by  the  Lcfdcr  of  this 
House.  The  trovernment  have  been  riding 
two  horses.  The  muddle  between  the 
jxiiicy  of  the  **  opeji  door  "  and  that  of  the 
I'ang-tszc  sphere  h*is  led  to  confusion 
which  .seems  to  have  caused  failure^  On 
this  point  I  think  the  House  is  really  jis 
unanimous  as  it  was  unanimnus  iu  previous 
debates  with  regani  to  the  withdrawal 
of  our  ships  from  Port  Arthur  at  a 
moment  when  a  more  general  agreement 
with  Kussia  might  have  been  come  to, 
more  satisfactory  than  that  which  has 
been  tardily  made.  My  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  ff»r  West  Monnu)Uth- 
shire  last  year  adopted  anrl  inado  his  own 
up«m  this  point  all  what  he  called  the 
**  very  just  criticism  of  the  Member  for 
Chester" — in  other  words,  in  the  first 
place,  criticism  on  the  invitation  to 
Kussia  to  come  to  Port  Arthiu*,  without 
any  arrangement  with  Kussia  at  the  time 
when  one  could  have  been  made  ;  and 
secoiuily,  on  the  absurdity  of  the  Yang-tszo 
scheme  unless,  which  the  Government  do 
not  intend,  eflective  occupation  of  the 
Yang-tsxe  Valley  shoidd  be  brought  about. 


piilicieH,  the  integrity  of  China  was  gone, 
ami  the  sphere  policy  hari   prevailed,   but 
that  all  China  was  likely  to  become  the 
Russian  sphere  ;  and  this,  I  confess,  seem* 
to  me  to  be  the  net  result  of  the  Govern- 
ment policy.     Its  effect  hascertaiaJy  been 
a    wonderfully  riipid   growth  of  Russian 
influence  at  Pekin,  and  all  now  see  thalt 
the  Chinese  Empire,  as  we  prophesiesd  last 
year  would  Ije  the  case,  is  taking  its  placii 
with  Turkey  and  Persia  among  the  fringes 
of  empires  under  the  protection  of  Russia 
which  surroiuid  tliat  Kmpire  on   the  ea«c 
and  8onth    and   west.     The   now   obvious 
exposure  of  the  Chinese  capital  to  Russian 
land  attack  is  a  curious  commentary  on 
the  reasons  which  were  given  here  for  the 
occupation  of  Wei-hai-wei.     I  read  in  the 
**  Naval   Annual"  for  this  year   (a   book 
which,    on    the  whole,   has   fdways    lieen 
tVieiidly     to     the     policy     of    the    Ad- 
miralty) '*  Russia  should  be  able  to  hold 
^lanchuria,"      and,     as      I      read      the 
ptssage,    whatever   she   can   reach    from 
Manchuria  by  land,  "  notwithstanding  our 
command  of  the  sea.*'     I  leave,  however, 
the  Gt>vernment  policy   in  China   to  my 
nol>le  friend  the  Member  for  York  anil 
others,  and  pass  at  once  to  that  matter 
which   stands  in  such  a  position   that  a 
reduction  on  the  vote  is  the  only  adequate 
means   of  expressing  with  regard  to    it 
what  1   feel.      The  story  of  the  Waima 
incident  is  one  of  the  strangest  kind.     In 
November,  189.3,  Colonel  ElJis,  command- 
ing our  forces  in  Sierra  Leone,  was  warned 
hy  a  confidential  telegram  from  the  Home 
Government  that  the  French  w^cre  near 
the  frontier,  and  that  lie  was  to  Ik?  careful. 
His  letters  home  show  that  he  was  most 
careful,  and  that  he  WTote  warning  the 
French   of   his   approach.     On   the  23nl 
Decern  I  M?r  a  French  f«irce  atUicked  a  ffjrcc 
of   the    1st    West    India   Regiment    and 
police.        They    killed    Captain    Lendy, 
i>.S.O.,    Lieutenant    LiaU^n,    Lieutenant 
Wroughton,     one     sergeant-major,    four 
privates  West  India  Regiment,  two  Sierra 
Leone  fM»lice,  and  severcdy  woimded  fifteen 
non-commissitniefl  uthcers  and  men   and 
two  police.     The   French  lost  one  «trticer 
and  two  men  killed,  and  a  ie\f  woumlod. 
On  Christmas  Day,    1893,  Colonel  Ellis 
^Tote  to  the  Government  a  letter  pub- 
lished in  the  Londtm  GuzeUe^  in  which  he 
said — 

'•  That  A\*Hi»iia  l<*  well  within  the  j^jihere  of  ' 
Britit^li  iatluQtice  id.,   I   thiuk,   tjeyoatl   «j 
tioa." 
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AjkI  he  added  definite  expliinations  v^diich 
seemed  t<i  provt?  this.  A  letter  from 
Colonel  Ellis  to  the  French  commaridant, 
mso  published  in  Ijmd<m  Guzrfif,  and  his 
letters  home  make  it  clear  that  Ellis  had  no 
doubt  that  Wai ma  wa.s  within  unr  sphert^, 
anil  that  the  French,  on  cons^ideration, 
did  not  assert  that  it  was  either  French 
or  Liberian,  Cuhmel  Ellis  mentioned  in 
hia  letters  home  that  he  had  Icttcis  fiom 
the  French  commundant  showing  how 
vmy  far  the  French  had  previously  pene- 
trated into  the  British  sphere,  and  the 
fact  is  confirmed  by  a  letter  from  Captain 
Lendy  to  his  mother,  written  before  the 
engagement,  which  she  has.  Colonel 
Ellis  was  knighted  and  died.  On  the 
12th  February,  1894,  Lord  Iteebery 
wrote  to  the  mother  of  one  of  the  officers 
killed  that  he  was  **  determined "  that 
the  matter  "shall  be  probed  and  ex- 
amined to  the  uttermost/'  Befoie,  how- 
ever, roaking  a  formal  demand  on  France 
for  reparation  the  Gov  ernment  consulted 
the  Astronomer  Koyal,  and  they  also  sent 
up  surveying  jwirties  to  the  neighbour- 
hood,  whose  work  is  mapptwi  in  Trotter's  i 
'*  Sonrees  of  the  Niger/'  After  two  years  ' 
inquiry  and  survey,  Colonel  Ellis's  view 
was  fully  confirmed.  When  the  payment 
of  £10,000  was  proposed  a^  compensation  i 
to  the  French  Missions  in  Uganda  for  i 
action  by  Colonel  Lugard,  wdiich  hiid  | 
been  approved  and  justified  by  the  j 
Government,  some  of  us  oftered  opposi-  i 
tion  on  the  ground  that  the  Waima 
matter  ought,  at  least,  to  be  settled  at  the  ! 
same  time.  We  were  beaten,  and  the 
money  was  paid  over  to  the  Cardinal 
Archbishop  of  Westminster  to  disburse 
among  the  French  and  Alsatian  claimants  ; 
that  IS,  this  somewhat  similar  claim  was 
dealt  with  and  settlefl  by  itself.  On  the 
18th  March,  1898,  I  pressed  with  regard 
to  this  matter  a  cjnestion  which  was 
followed  by  a  correspondence  between 
the  bon.  Member  for  North  l^mbeth 
(Sir  Henry  M.  Stanley)  and  the  then 
Under  Secretary  of  State,  in  which  Mr. 
Curzon  denied  that  the  position  of  Wat  ma 
was  known  at  the  time,  but  admitted 
that  the  former  Government  Inul,  after 
full  investigation,  **incbideil  the  ques- 
tion of  compensation  among  the  bases  of 
discussion  at  the  African  Conference  in 
PariH"  in  189t-5,  That  (^Vjnference  was 
held  at  the  end  of  1894  and  beginning  of 
1895.  If,  as  Mr.  Curzon  stated,  the  posi- 
tion of  Waima  was  properly  "deter- 
mined'' "in  1895,"  why,  then,  was  the 
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matter  not  actively  pressed  after  the  de- 
termination in  1895?  On  the  Ist  April, 
1898,  the  matter  wtis  mentioned  by  the 
Member  for  the  Swansea  district ;  on 
the  19th  April  I  was  informed  that  the 
frontier  was  not  finally  deternnned  till 
1896.  On  the  28th  April  I  asked  whether 
it  wag  the  case  that  compensation  had 
distinctly  been  refused  by  France  before 
the  15th  September,  1895.  This  was 
denied  by  the  Leader  of  the  House  ;  but 
the  information  is  contained  in  a  letter 
from  Lonl  DufFenn,  our  then  Ambassador 
in  Paris^  to  the  widow  of  one  of  the 
otbcera  killed.  On  the  6th  May,  1898, 
the  senior  Member  for  Portsmouth  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  a 
question  on  the  subject,  in  the  answer  to 
which  hope  was  held  out  that  the  raatt^sr 
would  be  settled,  and  a  suggestion 
was  made  of  temporary  help  pending 
settlement.  Temporary  help  has  been 
given  in  one  case  only,  though  not 
out  of  taxes.  On  the  same  day  the 
Member  for  the  Swansea  district  put 
another  f  jiiestion  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  who  confinned  the 
statement  that  the  ixisition  of  W^aima 
was  s'llistantially  known  at  the  time  of 
the  incident,  although  not  astronomically 
determined  luitil  1895,  or  "  finally  deter- 
mined" till  ls9G.  On  the  2Hth  June, 
1898,  a  question  w^as  asked  by 
the  Member  for  Cheater  (Mr,  Yerburgh), 
w^hen  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  re 
peated  that  the  matter  was  then  included 
in  general  negotiations  with  France,  and 
that,  pending  the  result,  a  grant  to  the 
families  of  those  slain  wan  under  con- 
sideration. No  such  gi'ar»t  was  ever 
made,  except  the  one  advance  just 
named  of  £100  from  the  Patriotic  Fund, 
On  the  Uth  July,  1898,  there  came  a 
sudden  change  in  the  CTOvcrnment  (josi- 
tion,  and  that  Government  wTote  to  the 
French  for  com pc^nsa tion,  treating  the 
matter,  not  in  connection  with  others,  but 
as  one  ap^it.  On  the  21st  July,  in  reply 
to  t  he  ^lembc^  for  the  Leek  Division  of 
Staffortlnhire,  the  Oovernment  admitted 
this,  but  sjiid  that  no  reply  liiul  been  re- 
ceived from  PVanee,  No  reply  has  been 
received,  as  I  undei-stand,  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time  ;  yet  the  Uganda  compensation 
has  l>ecrt  pfiid.  On  the  1st  August  last 
ye^r  t  he  hon.  MemlHT  for  Chester  asked 
if  a  Supplementary  Estimate,  for  the  relief 
of  the  suifcrers  pending  the  settlement, 
could  be  proposed.  The  Under  Secretary 
said  that  '*  should-  a  Supplementary  Vote 
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be  required,  it  wouki  be  asked  for  in  that  '  her  daughter  alone  in  the  world. 
financial  year."  The  financial  year  ex- '  Of  the  two  other  ofiicers,  one  has  left 
pired  with  last  March,  and  nothing  has  !  a  widow  and  three  children.  They  have 
been  avsked  for,  in  spite  of  the  need  and  of  '  received  from  the  Government  a  nomina' 
the  promises.  Coming  to  the  present  |  tioii  to  Wellington,  and  £100,  which  went 
year,  on  the  13th  February,  the  uiemln'r 
lor  the  Leek  Division  iiskerl  ^igain  with 
regand  to  compensation,  ami  the  pre.sent 
Under  Secretary  of  State  related  a  long 
story,  ending  *'any  case  of  urgency  will 
be  conaiderefl/'  Several  of  the  cases  are 
urgent.  Nothing  has  been  done  in 
addition  to  the  grant  of  £  100  to  one  widtnv 
last  year.  On  the  2nd  March  the  hon. 
Member  for  Hampste^ul  brought 
out  the  fact  of  the  isolateil  treat- 
ment of  this  subject  on  the  14th  July 
of  last  year,  and  of  the  receipt  from 
France  of  no  reply.  But  by  this  time  the 
Government  had  come  back  again  to  the 
old  position,  and  said  that  they  were 
treating  the  matter  in  cormection  with 
other  claims  arising  out  of  affairs  in  West 
Africa.  On  the  IGth  March  the  Member 
for  the  Wick  Burghs,  and  on  the  1 7th 
March  the  Meml»er  for  the  Swansea 
District,  elicited  the  fact  that  the  matter 
was  l>efore  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown. 
So  that  Hxe  and  a- half  years  after  the 
incident,  and  three  years  after  the  accu- 
rate detei'mi nation  of  the  facts,  we  have 
got  I1J9  far  as  disking  onr  own  people  what 
is  our  case.  On  the  l*3r(l  March  the 
Member  for  the  Leek  Divisirm  discovered 
that  no  exact  anioiuit  has  ever  been  askfd 
for  from  France,  although  France  asked 
for  a  definite  amount  from  us  in  the 
Ugamla  citse  ;  in  other  words,  we  have 
merely  asked  a  vagtie  question  of  France 
as  t^  her  willingness  to  p^iy  comperi* 
sation,  to  which,  naturally,  no  reply  has 
been  rctiuned.  On  the  *24th  March  the 
Member  for  Chester  discovered  from  the 
Gfivernment  that  the  matter  was  not  in 
eluded  in  the  recent  African  negotiaticms 
with  France,  but  *^  is  being  dealt  with 
separately."  A  more  humiliating  story 
was  never  phiced  l>efore  the  Htjuse  of 
Commons.  I  knt^w  nothing  of  the 
circumstances  of  the  families  nf  the 
native  police,  uttr  f>f  those  of  the 
gallant  non-com  missioned  officers  iuu\ 
men  of  the  West  India  regiment. 
The  circumstances  of  the  survivors  left 
by  the  British  officers  killed  are  known  to 
me.  One  of  the  mothers,  aged  seventy, 
has  lost  both  her  Bons  in  Africa.  The 
death  of  the  nne  killed  at  Waima,  a 
most  distinguished  ofiicer  of  the  Derby- 
shire regiment,  has  left  that  lady  and  j 
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to  pay  the  doctor's  bills  for  the  widow's 
prematuie   confinement  from    ^iiock  and 
grief,    but    the    lady    is    forced    to    eke 
out  her  income  by  sewing,  the  jiension 
being  insufficient.    And  the  other  mother^ 
who  is  also  a  widow,  has  lost  her  only 
son*     She  has  one  other  lady  def>endeDt 
upon  her,  who  is  earning  her  livelihood  as 
a  typewriter.     1'hese  are  cases  of  extra- 
ordinary hardship.     But  T  am  concerned 
with  the  blot  upon  the  administration  of 
the  Foreign   Office  that  its   treatment  of 
the   matter   has    involved,   and,    ha%dng 
followed  it  closely  since  the  time  when 
the  incident  occurred,  I  feel  that  1  have  no 
'  alternative  but   to  move  the   re*hiction, 
which  I  commend  to  the  eonsideration   of 
the  House.     The  two  matters  that  I  have 
brought  forward,  that  of  Waima  and  that 
of  Chinii,  fire  both  examples  of  imbecility 
in  the  clasHicjd  sense  of  that  word  :  want 
of  firnuiess  of  purpose,  or  distinct  ideas 
clearly  set  before  us.    The  energies  of  the 
Foreign  Office  have  been  toomuch  taken  up 
with  Africji  to  enable  the  affairs  of  China  to 
be  properly  dealt  with.    There  was  a  time 
last  year  when  the  Foreign  Office  appeared 
to  have    set   before  itself  the    policy    of 
alliances,  specially  intended  to  aftect  the 
Chinese  s^ituation  — alliance  with  a  military 
Power    ((Germany),    alliance     with     the 
United  St.^tes  and  with  rfapiUi.     The  most 
welcome,  the  policy  of  .dliiince  with  the 
United  Status,  as  we  pointed  out,  is  not  a 
practical  policy,  for  nol>ody  in  the  United 
States  desires  a  Ugh  ting  or  war  al  fiance. 
The  one  thing  necessary,  however,  above 
all,  is  cleartiess  of  foresight  anc|  of  pur- 
pose, and   that   is  what  has  been  conspi- 
cu<msly  wail  ting,  ewprcially  in  the  ease  iif 
China. 

Motion  made  and  (.Question  proposed 

**Tlmt  Item  A  (-alftrie!*)  \m  recliic»»fl  Uy 
£100  in  re#tpeot  of  die  smlnry  of  tlie  S^fcrutaiy 
of  State/*-  {Sir  Chirirs  lHUr.) 


Loud  CHARLES  BHKFSFOHD 
(York)  :  The  right  hon.  Biironet  has 
brought  two  cases  befoi-e  the  Committee, 
and  one  I  think  I  may  desc  ribe  ass  very 
humiliating— I  refer  to  the  Waima  incident* 
I  shoidd  like  to  expreBs  my  concurrence 
in  the  views  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  on 


7H5 


Supply 


{9  June  1899}        (Ciml  Setmci' EsHrfmtts),        786 


I 


the  matter.  The  facts  of  the  case  are 
thefie :  The  Government  has  acknow- 
ledgL'il  Lhftt  these  poor  hidies  do  deserve 
some  compensation,  and  they  have  asked 
the  French  Government  to  pay  it.  As 
far  as  I  understand  it»  the  French 
Government  did  not  answer  the  letter  for 
a  very  long  time,  and  wheti  eventually 
they  did  answer  it  they  refused  to  pay  ! 
anything.  Three  British  othcers  were  I 
shot  by  French  troops  at  a  point  twelve  I 
miles  within  our  own  fioundaries — within 
our  Hphere  of  iiiHiience-  and  thrir  widow s 
and  children  can  get  no  rompensittion. 
What  a  contrast  lietween  this  case  and  i 
the  one  in  which  our  (iovernment 
promptly  paid  X10,000  to  the  Uganda 
missionaries !  And^  above  all,  the 
Government  sent  out  a  Commission  to 
find  out  the  exact  spot  where  the  attair 
took  phiee.  It  took  two  years  to  do  its 
work.  Why  did  they  not  send  to  the 
naval  officer  at  the  nearest  station  ?  He 
w«»uld  have  done  the  work  in  throe  days. 
I  must  say  that  what  has  occurred  iu  this 
ciisc  would  be  a  disgrace  to  any  C^overn- 
luent,  whichever  prty  might  be  in 
power.  I  now  eome  to  a  question 
of  great  intn^rest  to  the  people  of 
this  country,  and  particularly  to  all 
connected  with  trade  ami  commerce, 
I  consider  it  to  l»e  one  of  the  gravest 
prolilems  this  country  ha^^  ever  faced ;  it  | 
IS  a  problem  which  requires  immediate  i 
attention,  ami  certainly  w^iser  statesman-  i 
ship  than  it  has  yet  received.  What  is 
the  pnibiem  ?  It  is,  that  we  have  Ui 
s4K?ui-e  our  trade  in  that  great  country  of 
China,  This  is  a  nrnttnr  of  vast  import- 
ance to  our  WTirking  elasses.  Wherever 
we  lcK>k  we  see  ihat  our  markets  are 
getting  very  eii"eumsiinlKt(b  thatiks  to  the 
cotnpention  ^hirh  we  have  to  meet.  It 
lA  not  a  n  nest  ion  of  territory  that  makes  ' 
tnuJe  :  it  is  one,  rather,  of  population,  and 
the  population  of  China  is  enonnous, 
exceeding  400,000,000.  What  is  the 
struggle  gttirig  on  in  China?  It  is  a 
struggle  l>etween  nations  who  want  trade 
ami  nations  who  seek  territory.  Nations 
are  repiesented  tiy  goveriunent.s  and  f 
say  that  the  piesent  Government  are 
doiutj  nothing  whatever  to  .seeure  or 
develop  oin^  tnide  with  China.  It  may 
bo  suggest  erl,  in  ennKtiuenee  of  thf 
remarks!  am  alxiut  to  make,  that  I  ought 
to  belong  10  the  Opposition.  I  do  Dot  ; 
think  £0  by  any  means^  but  I  do  hope 
that  my  criticisiti  vriW  be  most  fair.  One  j 
of  the  main  things  we  are  now  euffering 


from  is  the  weakness  of  the  Opposition, 
A  weak  Opposition  means  a  weak  <!n>vern- 
nierit,  and  a  strong  Opposition  a  strong 
Go^'enlment.  I  do  not  propose  to  go 
into  the  reasons  which  l>rought  us  into 
our  present  position.  I  want  to  take 
things  just  as  they  are,  I  freely  acknow- 
ledge that  the  Goverrmient  have  had 
a  very  difficult  time  in  their  foreign 
policy  ;  they  have  had  difficulties  ^lith 
many  nations,  but  I  maint4iin  that  most 
of  these  difficulties  are  now  settled,  and 
that  this  question  of  China  ought  to  be 
brought  pronjinently  forwanb  and 
more  ought  to  be  done  than 
is  being  attempted  at  present,  No\v, 
what  are  the  dangers  with  reganl 
to  the  future  1  One  is  in  reganl  to  the 
position  of  Russia  in  the  North  ;  and  the 
other  is  that  there  is  likely  to  be  verj'' 
shortly  a  rebellion  in  China.  There  have 
already  been  rebellions  there^  but  that 
there  will  be  some  more  very  heavy  re- 
hellions  in  the  near  future  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt.  There  are  two  policies, 
as  the  right  hon.  B*ironct  has  pointed  out 
— one  is  the  pi^licy  of  the  open  door  and 
the  other  is  the  policy  of  spheres  of  in* 
flue  nee.  Fi'om  what  I  can  gather  from 
Her  Majesty's  Government  they  have 
been  bellowing  very  loudly  for  the  open 
door,  but  they  have  been  working  all  the 
time  for  the  spheres  of  influence.  What 
they  have  really  been  doing  is  drifting, 
and  doing  nothing  at  all  1  have  heard 
it  said  that  the  Government  are  deceiving 
the  people,  and  I  want  to  corroborate  it 
by  saying  that  they  have  deceived  mc. 
When  T  went  out  to  China  I  was  abso- 
lutely certain  that  the  Government  policy 
ivas  that  of  the  open  door,  and  not  only 
to  keep  the  door  opyon,  but  to  put  the 
house  in  order  on  the  other  side.  When 
I  get  home  again  1  find  from  the  declara- 
tions  of  the  Government  that  they  are 
certaiidy  working  towards  the  policy  of 
the  spheres  of  influence,  and  against  the 
open  door.  Why,  the  two  things  arc 
imcom[jatible,  and  you  must  have 
either  the  one  policy  or  the  other 
or  else  you  wiJl  drift  on  to  th*^  rocks  as 
certain  as  possible,  I  maintain  that  the 
people  of  this  country  do  not  know  the 
importance  of  our  policy  in  China,  We 
must  take  mU}  consideration  that  our 
ticide  of  this  eountrv  amounts  to  a  total 
of  £970,000,000,  and  I  rjuite  underetand 
thit  the  commercial  classes  of  this 
coiintrywouldthink»if  we  were  to  interfere 
in  a  strong  measure  or  upon  lines  which 
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might  bring  about  war,  that,  for  the  sake 
of  the  £35,000,000  of  trade  which  we  do 
with  China,  we  might  jeopardise  the 
whole  of  the  £935,000,000  we  do  with 
other  countries.  But  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  argument  at  all.  If  we  had  begun  to 
lose  our  trade  in  China  this  country 
would  ccrtiiinly  have?  been  in  a  worse 
position  than  now.  Now,  what  does  that 
£35,000,000  of  trade  with  China  moan  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.)  :  I  think  the  noble 
lord  said  the  trade  of  China  was 
£970,000,000. 

Lord  CHAS.  BERESFORD  :  No.  I 
Siiid  that  £970,000,000  was  the  total 
trade  of  the  Empire.  My  point  was  that, 
taking  the  £35,000,000  from  the  total, 
it  left  £935,000,000  as  the  amount 
of  trade  we  do  with  other  countries,  and 
those  people  who  were  interested  in  the 
larger  sum  might  be  disinclined  to  do 
anything  which  might  jeopardise  that 
trade  by  doing  something  with  the 
object  of  protecting  this  £35,000,000. 
Now  what  does  our  trade  with 
China  represent  ?  If  I  t«ake  the  cost  of 
the  raw  material  and  what  the  merchants 
provide,  it  will  about  represent  the  wages 
and  rent  of  350,000  people  in  this  country. 
That,  I  think,  is  a  very  fair  computation, 
and  if  I  am  not  right  I  hope  some  hon. 
Gentleman  with  a  more  technical  head 
than  I  have  will  correct  me.  With 
reference  to  the  open  door  policy  I  main- 
tain that  the  door  is  closed  now.  I  main- 
tain that  directly  you  allowed  the  Russians 
to  interfere  with  purely  connnercial  enter- 
prise, as  they  did  in  the  case  of  the 
Shanghai-Kiang  Rulway,  the  open  door 
was  as  effectively  closed  as  if  you  had  put 
a  tariff  on  our  go(Kls.  What  happened  ?  i 
I  asked  my  right  hon.  friend  1h>1ow  me  if 
all  was  true  that  I  read  in  the  Blue-book, 
for  in  that  Ixwk  it  is  {perfectly  clear  that 
the  British  Minister  told  the  Russian 
Minister  at  IVkiii  that  the  British 
Government  would  not  tolerate  any 
interference  with  the  contract  made  ' 
l)etween  the  British  Cor|H)ration  and  the 
Chinese  Goverinnent  with  reganl  to  this 
railway.  My  hon.  friend  says  that  the  | 
British  Cor|)omtion  agreed  to  this  inter- 
ference ;  but  they  did  nothing  of  the  ! 
sort.  The  Corporation  agreea  because  | 
the  Government  told  them  to  scratch  , 
oiit  two  clauses  which  the  RussiaoQ  ob- 1 
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jected  to,  and  it  was  on  that  objection 
that  our  Minister  said  that  the  British 
Government  would  not  tolerate  any 
interference.  I  have  said  once  or  twice 
before — but  it  has  been  made  out  that 
I  am  wrong — that  our  treaties  had  been 
completely  broken  in  China,  and  abso- 
lutely broken.  I  was  told  that  I  was 
altogether  wrong,  but  if  hon.  Members 
can  understand  this  book  they  will  find  on 
page  7,  in  Dispatch  14,  from  Mr.  Balfour 
to  Sir  Charles  Scott,  that  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  himself  says  : 

"  An  undoubted  breach  of  our  treaty  rights 
with  China  is  involved  therein," 

that  is  to  say,  if  the  Russians  persisted 
in  this  matter  of  interfering  with  com- 
mercial enterprises.  Mr.  Lessar  said  that 
he  did  not  deny  that  what  was  contem- 
plated constituted  a  breach  of  the  treaty ; 
but  what  was  contemplated  was  carried  out, 
and  the  Tien-tsin  Treaty  has  been  broken 
with  regard  to  the  Shanghai-Kiang  Rail- 
way. Therefore  we  have  no  rights  either 
in  Shantung  or  Manchuria  according  to 
the  treaties  in  force.  That  is  absolutely  so 
By  the  treaty  I  have  alluded  to  we  were 
allowed  to  have  those  rights  in  Man- 
churia, but  those  rights  have  been  abso- 
lutely nullified  now,  because  Russia  has 
told  us  that  we  must  not  go  there.  Now 
I  come  to  the  open  door.  Upon  this 
policy  the  Government  have  certainly 
"  taken  in  "  one  of  their  most  energetic 
supporters.  There  was  nobody  so  violent 
as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  upon 
this  point,  for  he  was  prepared  to  fight 
for  the  open  door  with  great  violence. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  so  in 
his  speech.  Now  I  come  to  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies, 
who  was  going  to  arm  himself  with  a 
"long  spoon,"  and  he  was  all  for  the 
open  door.  Then  I  come  to  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  who  was  more  vigorous 
than  anybody  else  over  the  open  door. 

♦The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY  (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George^s, 
Hanover  Square):  I  never  spoke  aliout  it. 

LORD  CHARLBS  BERESFORD  : 
What  did  he  do  ?  Why,  he  came  down 
here  and  asked  the  House  to  vote  four  ^ 
Kattleships,  four  cniisers;  and  twelve ' 
torpedo  boats.  What  for?  Why,  to 
protect  our  trade  and  commerce,  and  our 
trade  and  commerce  cannot  exist  without 
the  op^H  door.    Surdly  that  i3  an  ar^- 
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ment  on  my  side.  Well,  I  do  say  that 
very  big  vvot'ds  were  used,  and  I  say  that 
with  regard  to  China  we  have  seen  them 
followed  by  very  small  dreds.  It  would 
have  been  better  if  the  Government  had 
done  scmiuthirig  in  a  strong,  clear,  and 
ilefinite  way  ivhich  everylK>«ly  could 
untierstarid,  than  in  luivo  done  nothing 
whatever.  Now,  the  right  hoii. 
Baronet  has  made  an  allusion  to  a  I 
statement  of  mine,  but  I  do  not  think  that  ' 
I  ever  used  the  word  **  allianee.'^  I  was  very 
careful  not  to  do  it  in  America,  becauj^e 
I  know  tliat  I  should  be  metJiphorieally 
jumjH^d  Oil  immediately.  There  has  been  I 
no  suggestion  yet  made  to  solve  this 
problem  of  the  futme  !>etween  China  and 
this  country.  My  suggestion  w^as  that  | 
tlie  four  countries— Great  Britain, 
America,  Ja|)an^  and  tirermany — shoukl 
I  to  the  Chinese  and  say :  "  We 
iVe  got  8(j  much  trade  with  you,  and 
will  ask  you  to  allow  us  to  take  over 
r  iirmy  uml  we  will  put  it  right  for 
you.''  It  would  lie  a  Chinese  Army  with 
probably  an  Englishman  at  its  heiid,  Imt 
I  do  not  see  anything  very  absurd  in 
that.  I  ha\e  ^mly  suggested  that  you 
should  do  in  the  case  of  the  Chinese  Army 
what  you  have  abeady  dune  with  the 
Chinese  Customs.  You  have  a  Briti.sh 
man  over  the  Cust^mis,  and  why  should 
you  not  have  a  British  man  over 
the  army  ?  1  nuist  say  that,  in 
speaking  with  memlters  of  other 
countries,  I  found  both  the  Russians  and 
the  French  were  eijually  friendly  towards 
my  object.  The  mission  I  went  out 
upon  on  behalf  of  the  Associated  Cham- 
bers of  Commerce  w^as  to  be  as  friendly 
and  conciliatory  as  possible  with  every- 
body in  that  country,  and  I  found  that 
they  all  agreed  with  my  proposal  I  may 
be  a-sked,  why  tlid  I  leave  out  France  and 
Russia.  I  did  so  because  I  am  a  busi- 
ness man.  France  and  Russia  have  no 
trade  in  China,  and  why  shoubl  we  ask 
them  to  come  and  help  us  to  secure  our 
trade  i  But  even  under  this  proposal 
France  and  Russia  would  he  offered  an 
equal  opportunity  to  create  trade,  an 
opportunity  which  they  do  not  jjossess 
now.  It  has  been  saitl  that  Germany 
would  not  join  in  this  suggestion  ;  but 
supposing  I  ha-d  not  included  Germany, 
all  those  people  who  oppose  this  scheme 
would  have  said  this  was  a  mischievous 
proposal,  and  that  I  wanted  to  get  Eng- 
land,  America,  anrl  Japan  against  the 
whole  of  Europe.     The  reason  why  I  put 


in  Germany  was  that    she  has  a  trade 
there   already^  and   I   may    inform    the 
House    that   I  have  the   most   oomplete 
sympathy  of  the  Gorman  merchanLs  out 
there  with  the  idea  which  I  suggest.     I 
do    not    know     whether    the      Govern- 
ment  has    tried    this    soggestion     with 
other  countries.     They  know  more  about 
it  than  I  do,  and  I  imagine  that  they  may 
have  approached   them.     If   they    have, 
and  those  couutrie.*^  have  proposed  to  join 
us,  then  the  Government  should  let  the 
people  of  China  know   this.     I  think  we 
should  do  w^hat   we   have   always   done 
before  whenever  we  have  had  any  of  our 
interests   in   danger,  that  is,  we  should 
take  the  lead  and  then  the  other  countries 
will  be  sure  to  follow.      I  am  quite  sure 
that   the   Americans   will    follow.       But 
in  Japan  I  got  a  most  distinct  intimation 
fr«:un  many  people  that,  if   (rrcat  Britain 
led,  Japan  would  certainly  follow  on  this 
question.     There  is  ajiother  point  about 
the   open   doon     Under  the   proposal    I 
made  it  would  not  cost  this  country  any- 
thing to  leave  the  d«;r  open.  The  finances 
of   China  are   ample.      The  Budget  has 
alreiidy  made  provision  for  defence,  and 
the  arsenals  and   the    army  would  also 
he  amply  provided  for.     If    the  money 
was  expended  as  was  intended,  we  would 
not  have  to  pay  a  single  shilling  extra  for 
getting  this    army   into   order.     And  it 
would  give  equality  of  opportunity  to  all 
nations.      The    open     door     would    not 
cost  this  country  one  shilling.     But  I  am 
absolutely  certain  that  if   we  drift  into 
spheres  of  influence  we    shall   drift  into 
war,  on  the  face  f»f  it.     Because  if  you  go 
into  spheres  of  influence   you   do  away 
with    the   properly   constituted   Chinese 
authorities,  and   what  are  you  going  to 
put  in  their  place  ?      You  will  have   to 
send  troops  there  to  maintain  order  and 
look  after    your  trade.      Now,    let   me 
refer  to  this  precious  Agreement.     First 
of  all  I  understand  Russia  proposetl  the 
Agreement      And   what    for?     At    the 
moment   she   proposed    that   Agreement 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  irritation  in  this 
country  about  the  Shanghai-Newchwang 
Railway.     Russia   has   extremely   clever 
diplomatists,  and  they  know  that  there  is 
a  magic  word  in   tliis  country,  and  that 
word  is  •*  peace,"  and  they  thought  that  if 
they    put    forward    this  Agreement    it 
would  be  an  Agreement  on  all  questions, 
and  that  it  would  take  in  our  own  people 
immensely.       They     put     forward     the 
Agreement  on  account  of  the  disturbance 
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amongst  our  people,  but  they  were 
astonished  to  find  that  our  Foreign  OflBce 
jumped  at  it  with  the  greatest  avidity. 
Russia  by  that  Agreement  forbade  us  to 
go  to  the  north  side  of  the  Great  Wall ; 
but  why  didn't  we,  directly  that  Agree- 
ment was  proposed  to  us,  propose  some- 
thing that  would  be  advantageous  to  our- 
selves] There  were  two  things  which 
would  have  been  of  great  advantage  to  us. 
One  was  that  Russia  should  not  under  any 
circumstances  have  put  on  preferential 
rates  on  the  railways.  The  other  was 
that  a  definite  definition  should  be  made 
of  that  part  of  the  Yane-tsze  country  to 
which  we  were  supposed  to  have  some 
right.  It  would  hardly  be'  believed,  but 
the  Foreign  Office  never  suggested  these 
things  at  all,  and  it  was  not  till  a  month 
afterwards  that  these  things  were  sug- 
gested to  Russia.  It  is  again  hardly  to 
bo  believed  that  both  these  points  were 
refused  by  Russia.  There  is  a  despatch 
in  the  Blue  Book  in  which  Lord  Salisbury 
referred  to  what  these  spheres  should  be — 
the  Yang-tsze  and  the  provinces  of  Ho-nan 
and  Che-kiang — but  there  is  nothing 
whatever  in  regard  to  preferentiid 
rates.  Then  there  is  another  point. 
Directly  the  Russians  found  we  were  so 
anxious  to  come  to  this  agreement,  they 
secured  a  great  number  of  delays — every- 
body had  something  the  matter  with  him, 
or  someone  had  gone  on  holidays,  or  some- 
thing of  that  sort.  At  any  rate,  they 
delayed  answering  the  questions  put  to 
them,  and,  so  far  as  I  can  make  out,  it 
was  seven  or  nine  months  before  the 
Agreement  was  signed.  Now,  why  did 
Russia  object  to  the  insertion  of  these 
conditions  ]  It  was  because,  when  the  time 
comes  when  she  is  in  a  proper  position 
to  put  on  these  preferential  rates,  she 
will  do  so.  I  should  like  to  do  away 
with  all  these  questions  of  sentiment. 
We  blame  other  countries  for  putting 
on  protective  tarifls.  Why  should 
they  not  ?  Other  countries  know 
their  own  affairs  best.  We  have  gone  in 
for  the  open  door  and  Free  Trade,  be- 
cause it  is  best  for  our  people  and  for  our 
commerce.  They  put  on  their  tariffs 
because  it  is  best  for  them.  If  th  }y  did 
not  put  on  their  tariffs  everyone  of  these 
countries  would  be  over-run  with  English 
and  American  travellers,  and  they  would 
not  have  a  chance  with  us  and  the  Ameri- 
cans at  our  own  trade.  At  the  same 
time  we  should  do  all  we  can  to  try  and 
t'keep  the  door  open   wherever  we  can. 

Lard  Cluu'k,s  linrsford. 
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There  is  another  point.  My  right  hon. 
friend  the  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Aflfairs  answers  questions.  Now,  I  object 
to  the  way  he  answers  questions.  Some- 
times we  really  want  an  answer  to  the 
questions  we  put,  but  the  way  in  which 
my  right  hon.  friend  answers  them  is 
much  more  suitable  to  the  nursery  than 
to  the  House  of  Commons.  It  is  the  way 
of  the  Foreign  Office  and  some  of  their 
people  whom  I  have  met  abroad.  I  met 
a  gentleman,  who  was  not  the  Minister  at 
Pekin,  but  who  was  associated  at  Pekin 
with  the  Foreign  Office.  I  said  to  him, 
"  How  very  badly  things  are  going  on  in 
China,"  and  he  replied,  "  Not  at  all ;  they 
are  going  on  very  well  indeed." 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Hear,  hear. 

Lord    CHARLES    BERESFORD  :    I 

said,  **  I  have  just  read  the  Blue  Book, 
and  I  have  never  read  anything  so  shock- 
ing "  ;  and  he  replied,  "  Oh  !  you  Members 
of  Parliament  must  know  that  there  are 
a  great  number  of  matters  that  we  dont 
put  in  the  Blue  Books."  I  said  "You 
want  me  to  believe  that  the  Government 
put  in  the  Blue  Books  everything  against 
themselves  and  keep  up  their  sleeve 
everything .  that  tells  for  them."  The 
Foreign  Office  appears  to  me  like  this  sort 
of  thing ;  that  if  London  were  occupied 
by  the  French,  they  would  say  it  was  the 
best  thing  luider  the  circumstances.  What 
I  want  to  point  out  is  that  Lord  Salisbury 
himself  has  been  perfectly  open  about  the 
matter.  He  has  told  us  that  there  is 
nothing  whatever  in  it,  or  words  to  that 
effect.  I  may  say  that  he  has  laughed  at 
the  whole  thing  in  a  diplomatic  way. 
Here  is  what  Lord  Salisbury  himself 
says  :  "  Her  Majesty's  Government  can- 
not but  note  the  scanty  dimensions  to 
which  it  has  been  reduced  by  these  long 
negotiations."  He  knows  perfectly  that 
there  is  nothing  in  it,  or  in  any  other 
Agreement  that  Russia  should  think  of 
making.  Russia  never  made  an  Agree- 
ment yet  except  for  her  own  advantage. 
She  does  not  break  the  Agi*eement  at  once, 
but  waits  till  the  time  is  suitable.  In 
saying  this  I  do  hope  the  Committee  will 
not  misunderstand  mo.  I  don't  blame 
Russia  one  bit.  We  know  what  her  policy 
is.  But  I  do  blame  the  people  who  are 
continually  taken  in  by  that  policy.  And 
they  will  be  taken  in  again.  Russian 
diplomatists  are  very  clever,  and  they 
have  a  policy.  Thev  go  across  frontiers 
a     long     way,     and     whenever     a     re- 
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monstrance  is  made,  the  Kussian 
general  goes  back,  but  he  never 
goes  back  to  where  he  came  from,  but 
remains  a  long  way  on  the  wrong  side  of 
the  frontier.  While  Lord  Salisbury  was 
laughing  at  this  question,  the  Cabinet  were 
most  triumphant ;  and  when  I  heard  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  bringing  out 
all  the  advantages  and  benefits  to  trade 
and  to  the  peace  of  the  world,  and  all  the 
other  things  that  were  going  to  come  out 
of  this  Agreement,  the  tears  came  into  my 
eyes.  I  must  say  that  I  agree  with  Lord 
Salisbury.  I  do  not  think  that  there  is 
anything  in  that  Agreement  which  is 
worth  anything.  In  that  Agreement, 
which  we  have  signed,  the  Russians  have 
a  right  to  nin  a  railway  to  the  south- 
west of  Pekin.  We  see  in  the  Press — 
and  I  always  believe  the  Press — that  this 
is  a  fact,  and  that  if  Russia  does  run  that 
railway  it  will  compete  with  a  railway  in 
which  British  capital  has  been  invested 
on  the  faith  of  Chinese  assurances  as  well 
as  those  of  our  own  Government  that  it 
would  not  be  interfered  with.  If  that 
railway  is  made  I  want  to  know  what  is 
to  become  of  the  large  properties  of  the 
Pekin  Syndicate,  and  what  will  become  of 
all  that  English  capital  which  has  been 
invested  there.  Moreover,  what  will 
become  of  that  country  which  is  not 
designated  the  Yang-tsze  region,  which 
has  no  >x)undary,  and  alwut  which  no 
agreement  has  been  come  to  with  Russia  ? 
I  hope  the  Government  will  put  their  foot 
down  on  this  question  if  on  nothing  else. 
We  gave  over  to  Russia  the  Newchwang 
Railway,  I  suppose,  for  the  sake  of  peace. 
Why  should  not  Russia  give  in  to  us  al)out 
the  railway  to  Pekin  ?  If  the  railway  goes 
to  Pekin,  Russia  must  dominate  the  whole 
of  China,  and  that  would  become  a  more 
serious  question  than  anything  else  for 
this  country.  My  own  opinion  is  that  if 
our  Government  would  put  their  foot 
down  over  this  question  they  would  find 
that  Russia  would  not  make  the  railway. 
I  believe  that  it  is  a  very  clever  bit  of 
diplomacy.  I  do  not  think  they  ever 
intended  to  make  the  railway,  but  that 
they  imagined  we  would  object  to  it,  and 
that  they  would  be  able  to  say  on 
some  other  occasion,  **You  see  how 
we  gave  in  when  you  objected  to  the 
railway  to  Pekin."  Take  tho  oih*  r  point 
of  policy  which  was  conveyed  in  the  term 
"spheres  of  influence."  I  object  alto- 
gether to  the  proposal  as  to  spheres  of 
influence,  and  I  shall  oppose  it  with  all 


{9  June  1899}       {CivU  Service  Estimates).      794 

my  might  as  long  as  I  can.  I  believe  that 
every  man  in  China,  every  corporation 
and  every  single  member  of  every  com- 
mercial community — and  they  know  their 
business  there — would  do  everything  they 
can  to  oppose  the  policy  of  spheres  of 
influence,  towards  which  the  Government 
are  most  certainly  drifting  as  fast  as  they 
can.  And  I  will  give  some  reasons  for 
my  position.  If  you  have  spheres  of 
influence  you  cannot  have  everything. 
You  will  have  to  give  up  a  large  amount 
of  your  trade  sooner  or  later.  You  cannot 
say  to  a  nation,  "  That  is  your  sphere  of 
influence,"  and  dictate  to  them  what 
they  are  to  do  with  it.  We  have 
never  been  able  to  do  it  yet.  And 
you  invite  a  hostile  tariff  if  you  go 
in  for  spheres  of  influence.  Look  at 
Madagascar,  Indo-China,  and  other  places, 
where  they  invariably  put  on  a  tariff 
against  your  trade.  Let  us  see  how  our 
trade  in  China  goes.  Our  total  trade  with 
China  is  35  millions.  Thirteen  millions 
of  these  are  with  the  provinces  of  Kwang- 
si  and  Kwang-tung,  which  are  in  the 
French  sphere  of  influence ;  and  3^ 
millions  are  with  Manchuria,  which  we 
might  as  well  at  once  acknowledge  as 
Russian.  There  is  no  sentiment  in  this 
country  which  can  drive  the  Russians  out 
of  Manchuria,  but  I  believe  there  is  a 
great  and  a  growing  sentiment  that  we 
shoidd  have  a  definite  policy  in 
China;  that  we  should  know  what  we 
intend  to  allow  Russia  to  do,  and 
what  we  intend  to  do  ourselves. 
Under  the  sphere  of  influence  policy 
we  should  lose  Chifu,  Tien-tsin,  and 
Newchwang,  the  trade  of  which  is  seven 
millions  sterling,  equal  to  that  of  seven  of 
the  ports  in  the  Yang-tsze  Valley.  That 
will  give  some  sort  of  idea  of  what  we 
stand  to  lose  if  we  adopt  the  sphere  of 
influence  policy.  There  is  even  a 
greater  objection  than  that.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  with  a  sphere  of  influence 
we  must  have  military  occupation.  I  do 
not  believe  anyone  in  this  Committee  or 
even  in  this  c<^untry  wants  to  see  one 
single  acre  added  to  the  British  Empire. 
That  is  the  opinion  on  all  sides  of  the 
Committee,  and  it  is  a  common-sense 
opinion.     Our  Empire  is  too  big  now. 


An  Hon.  Member  :  No. 

I^RD  CHARLES  BERESFORD :  Who 
says  no  1  I  will  ask  the  hon.  Member 
who  says  "  No  "  a  question.  Supposing 
we  had  disturbances  in  the  Cape  and  in 
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India,  and  that  at  the  same  time  we  had 
some  bother  with  another  country  as  we 
were  likey  to  have  had  in  France  recently, 
those  disturbances  would  not  be  naval  but 
military  questions ;  and,  even  if  we  had 
conscription,  would  we  have  enough  of 
men  to  settle  them  1  We  would  not. 
Therefore  I  maintain  that  our  Empire  is 
quite  big  enough — in  fact,  it  is  too  big — 
already ;  and  anything  we  can  do  to  avoid 
adding  to  our  spheres  of  influence  or  our 
domination  of  any  character  must  be  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Empire.  There  is  one 
solution  of  the  difficulty  in  China,  and 
that  is  to  manage  the  arm}'  on  exactly 
the  same  lines  as  the  Maritime 
Customs  are  managed.  There  is  no  diffi- 
culty in  it  whatever.  On  the  question  of 
men,  the  population  of  the  provinces 
which  we  are  supposed  to  have  under  our 
sphere  of  influence  is  176  millions.  We 
could  send  out  at  this  moment  about 
30,000  troops,  and  that  is  all,  unless  the 
Reserve  is  called  out.  I  daresay  it  may 
be  said  that  I  am  unpatriotic.  I  was 
told  that  before,  when  I  showed  up  the 
weakness  of  the  Navy,  when  the  only 
people  who  did  not  know  about  that 
weakness  was  our  own.  It  is  the  same 
now  with  the  Army.  The  argument  is, 
"  We  must  not  do  anything  now,  because 
we  have  so  few  men."  Where  will  we  be 
in  five  years  1  Russia  will  then  have 
140,000  men ;  we  will  have  still 
30,000.  Will  the  Russians  be  able  to 
dominate  us?  I  think  they  will. 
Then  about  our  sphere  of  influence.  1 
find  we  have  been  claiming  what  we  have 
not  got.  I  found  in  Shanghai  that  the 
French  settlement  was  called  "French 
soil."  When  I  went  to  visit  the  Viceroy 
of  Nanking  his  Excellency  asked  my 
advice  on  certain  questions  in  which  the 
French  were  pressing  him.  I  said  ;  "I  am 
only  a  commercial  agent,  but  as  your 
Excellency  is  good  enough  to  ask  my 
opinion,  I  will  give  it  to  you  very  frankly. 
Do  not  give  the  French  anything. 
Balance  the  point.  If  you  give  this  to 
the  French  you  will  put  the  Europeans 
in  Shanghai  on  one  side  and  the  Chinese 
on  the  other  ;  because  the  Chinese  are  cer- 
tain to  riot,  and  they  will  be  right  to  riot." 
One  of  the  proposals  of  the  French  was 
to  turn  a  native  burial  ground  into  an  abat- 
toir. If  a  riot  breaks  out  in  the  P^ast 
you  never  know  where  it  is  going  to  stop. 
I  was  not  uncivil  to  the  French.  I  said 
that  I  did  not  believe  the  chivalrous 
French  nation  really  meant  it,  and  that 


the  demand  was  only  an  exuberance  of 
feeling  which  obtains  occasionally  in  all 
nations.  What  could  the  French  do? 
They  could  not  bombard  Shanghai  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  Viceroy  took  my 
advice  or  not,  but  all  I  know  is  that  the 
French  did  not  get  anything,  and  that  the 
French  Consul  said  if  it  had  not 
been  for  "  ce  sacrd  Beresford "  he 
would  have  got  all  he  wanted.  Han-kau 
is  in  my  humble  opinion  the  most  impor- 
tant city  in  China.  It  is  the  Chicago  of 
the  future.  It  will  have  the  rail  nead 
from  north  to  south,  and  it  has  got  great 
watei'ways.  Our  interests  in  Hankau 
are  very  small  compared  with  the  in- 
terests of  France  and  Russia.  They  got 
all  they  could.  They  have  taken  our 
property  and  put  it  into  their  own  con- 
cessions, notwithstanding  that  our  Foreign 
Office  stilted  that  no  British  property 
was  to  go  into  a  Russian  concession  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  owners.  But 
what  about  the  property  of  Messrs. 
Greaves  and  Co.,  Messrs.  Evans  and 
Pugh,  Mr.  Jardine,  and  Mr.  Sassoon  ?  I 
said  to  Mr.  Pugh,  "  Don't  make  a  row 
iihont  it,  but  you  must  be  very  ill  and 
you  must  put  on  your  night  -  clothes 
and  be  carried  out  by  Cossacks,  and 
you  will  see  the  British  pul)lic  will 
tiike  the  question  up."  (Laughter.) 
Hon.  Members  appear  to  think  there 
is  some  joke  in  that,  but  I  think  that 
it  is  a  very  serious  thing  indeed,  anil 
I  bring  it  forward  to  show  that  the 
Foreign  Office  and  the  Government  are 
not  taking  those  steps  for  the  protection 
of  British  property  which  the  owners 
have  a  right  to  expect.  I  was  again 
iisked  my  advice.  I  said,  "Put  a  fence 
around  your  property  "  but  the  others 
said,  "The  Russians  will  pull  it  down." 
I  said,  "  Let  them  pull  it  down  40  times  ; 
then  you  will  have  something  to  go  on." 
I  believe  my  advice  was  sound,  and  I 
hope  my  right  hon.  friend  will  tell  us 
what  happened  to  Mr.  Pugh*s  property 
and  the  other  properties.  I  should  like 
to  say  a  few  words  about  the  railway 
question.  Everyone  recognises  that  rail- 
ways are  the  greatest  civilising  agencies 
any  country  can  have.  I  should  be  de- 
lighted if  other  countries  constructed 
railways  in  Chimi,  or  anywhere  else 
where  we  convey  our  trade,  provided 
they  did  not  put  on  a  differential  tariff. 
But  let  us  remember  this  about  Chinese 
railways.  We  talk  about  British  railways 
in  China.  There  is  no  such  thing.  There  are 


I 


I 


I 


railways  iii  Uhina  wh»cli  have  Ijecii  Imill 
with  British  eapiuil,  but  tliey  are  Chinese 
railways  under  Chinese  a^lniiniat ration, 
Chinese  responsibility ,  and  Chinese  pro- 
tection. But  the  Kussian  railways  are 
altogether  ditterent.  They  are  put  down 
avowodly  for  strategical  purposes,  and 
they  are  under  Kiissiaii  supervision, 
Russian  ad nnriist ration,  atwl  Russian  pro- 
tection. That  is  a  very  different  thing 
from  the  su-called  British  railways, 
and  if  we  have  trouble  with 
Russia,  it  will  lie  greatly  to  our 
flisjid  vantage  to  ha\'e  the  railways 
in  the  position  1  hiive  descrilKHl.  With 
regard  to  Northern  China  we  have  not  a 
single  atom  of  i.'onntcrpoise  to  Russian 
inHuenee,  which  is  inen'asing  iixovy  tlay. 
As  I  have  already  pointed  out,  Russia  has 
refused  to  put  in  any  elaiise  stating  that 
she  will  not  put  on  differential  rates  on 
her  railways,  and  it  is  abs<»luti4y  child's 
play  t^)  imagine  she  will  not  when  her 
IK*sition  is  strong  enough.  One  word 
aWjut  the  condition  of  China  itself. 
There  appears  to  1>e  an  opirnon  in  this 
eonntry  that  China  is  utterly  and  com- 
pletely rotten.     I   entirely  ileny  that.     I  .  There  is  one  serious  point  with  regard  tc 


miike  a  splendid  artny.  Their  acts  of 
heroism  arc  very  creditable,  and  when 
they  are  paid  and  fed  and  clothed  properly 
they  stick  to  their  command ers,  and  are 
absolutely  fearless  on  the  battlefield.  If 
the  Chinese  Army  were  taken  over,  as  I 
suggest,  it  would  be  as  fine  an  army  as 
any  in  the  workL  The  idea  that  it  would 
be  difficult  to  put  China  right  Is  not 
accurate.  It  would  be  easier  to  put 
it  right  than  Japan,  and  I  will  tell 
you  why.  In  Japan  yon  have  vested 
interests,  feudal  interests,  and  a  religion. 
In  China  you  have  nothing  of  the  kind. 
In  China  there  are  no  vested  interests,  A 
Viceroy  or  a  general  is  only  three  years 
in  a  position,  and  no  one  knows  who  ia 
to  snccced  him.  Again,  there  are  no 
feudal  interests  whatever,  and  as  for 
religion,  the  Chinese  worship  their  ances- 
tors, which  is  a  religion  that  docs  not 
produce  that  fanaticism  which  other 
religions  induce.  Therefore,  if  we  asked 
Russia  and  France  to  help  us  in  recog- 
nising the  Chinese  Arm/  exactly  on  the 
lines  of  the  Maritime  Customs,  I  believe 
it  would  be  the  salvation  of  China's  power. 


was  nibst  careful  to  go  around  everywhere. 
I  saw  all  the  liig  petjplc  in  China  except 
two.  I  visiteil  six  out  of  eight  Viceroys, 
and  I  li>st  no  opprrt unity  uf  jmying  my 
respects  to  every  big  man  I  could. 
I  found  that  the  Chinese  people  are  an 
honest  and  hardworking  and  thrifty 
people.  There  is  not  a  more  honest  lot 
of  traders  in  any  country  in  the  world 
than  in  China.     I  went  to  all  ihe  banks 


China,  and  that  is  that  in  pursuing  the 
policy  we  are  pursuing  now  we  shall  be 
absolutely  certain  to  drive  China  and 
Japan  into  the  anus  of  Russia  ;  and  where 
shall  we  be  then  1  That  is  the  position 
we  are  certain  to  get  into.  The  Chinese 
say  to  themselves,  **  Here  are  two  great 
Powers,  one  who  is  not  afraid  to  fight  if 
necessary,  and  another  who  is /"  One  ol 
the  Chinese  Mandarins  said  to  me  :  **  Your 


and   I  a.sked  questions,  and  every  single  i  ct)untry  is  like  an  old  man  who  has  maile 
banker  said  that  the    Chinaman's  word  ;  all  his  money  anil   wants  to  keep  it,  and 


was  as  good  aa  his  bond.  It  is  the  system 
that  is  corrupt,  and  it  is  the  system  that 
Iireeds  cor-ruption.  Is  there  any  man  in 
this  Committee  who  would  govern  70, 
40,  or  20  millions  of  people  lor  a  salary 
of  XI 80  a  year  1  The  officials  must  be 
paid  somehow,  and  the  system  plays  on 
one  of  the  worst  passions  of  ifie  human 
race.  There  are  many  excellent, 
splendidly  patriotic,  and  honest  men  in 
China,  but  they  are  obliged  to 
squeeze  by  the  system.  Ami  yet  many 
of  the  Mandarins  and  Viceroys  arc  poor, 
though  many  more  are  very  rich.  But  it 
is  the  fault  of  the  system,  and  to  say  that 
the  Chinese  as  a  natron  are  cornipt  is  not 
right,  especially  when  it  is  said  by  as 
chivalrous  a  country  as  this  generally  is 
on  questions  of  thi.s  character.  As  to  the 
question   of  troops,    the   Chinese   would 


is  afraid  of  running  any  risk  by  which 
he  may  lose  it.  Is  it  not  better  fi>r  us 
to  thix)w  ourselves  hiU>  the  arms  of 
Russia,  and  trust  hei*,  rather  than 
trust  to  you,  our  old  friend,  who 
are  now  trying  t^j  break  us  up  ?  '* 
What  do  the  Government  at  this 
nniment  trust  to  'i  8o  far  as  I  can  make 
otit  they  are  trusting  to  the  Peace  Con- 
ference. I  have  a  great  respect  for  the 
theoretical  fjart  of  the  Peace  Gi>nference, 
but  for  the  practical  result  I  have  none. 
The  essential  thing  for  Russia  at  the 
presertt  moment  is  peace,  Russia  knew 
oiu^  country  would  take  any  step  and 
make  every  eflnrt  in  the  direction  of 
peace,  and  knew  that  we  would  go  to  the 
Peace  Confereiree,  anfl  therefore  it  was 
that  it  was  proposed.  Why  will  not  our 
people  be  practical,  and  instead  of  looking 
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Ht    thtuiretieal     seritimcnits     look    tit    the 
priietic^al     pnsitioti  %       What    has    Russia 
thjiit^  within  a  few  wi^ckslrt't'or^  the  Peace 
CiaifiTfiice  f     In  the  lii^t  twn  yearH  she 
has  sent  *j 2,000  tf'iMipy  thinn^h  the  Suez 
Canal    to    China,    122,000   nnjie  than   she 
has    Urou^ht     Imek,   and  she    has    added  , 
U,000,000   tona    to    her    fleet.      Here    is  j 
the     |x»int  — ure     W6      Xu      helieve     all' 
the     assurnnees      that      are      gi\en      tu 
us  by  a  country  which  cannot  even  keep 
the    promises    s<he    makes   tf*    her    own 
people  l     What  is  the    ease    of  Finland  I 
The   Kirinifih    annv 


us  not  drift  into  another  Chinese  war,  let 
Its  have  a  defliiite  policy,  and  let  us  have 
the  poller  put  before  'the  country  itseli 
with  res/flute  ctmraije.  We  neecl  not  U* 
rude  ;  things  eitn  1h^  done  in  a  eonriliauirr 
manner  ;  but  let  us  let  other  countries 
know  what  we  are  going  to  do,  and  thcMl 
let  us  do  it. 

*Mr.  BRODKICK  :  I  do  not  tkink 
there  will  l>e  any  diftereiice  of  opinion 
among  members  of  the  Committee  as  to 
the  charaeter  of  the  speech  we  have  just 
heard  fnun  my  noble  friend,  We  always 
listen  to  my  noble  friend  with  the^i-eatCist 


altogether  9,600, 
5,(100  with  the  eofnors  and  4,000  in  the  j  possible  interest  in  this  H«(Use,      He  has 
reserve,    and     Uussia    promised    that  it    spoken  this  evening  with  his   usual  wit, 


should  not  he  increased.  Now  it  is  to  lie 
run  up  to  120,000  in  ordi-r  to  replace  the 
troops  that  have  gone  out  to  Maneluiria, 
and  those  which  are  going.    The  Corona- 


si 

with  a  great  deal  of  imagination,  and  with 
an  intimate  knowledge,  from  his  own 
standpoint,  of  the  subject  on  which  be 
has  addressed  us,  I  must  say,  on  behalf 
tionoath  of  IHKH  promised  that  the  Army  I  of  the  Government,  that  I  think  we  uwe 
should  he  increased  no  further,  and  that  |  \^\j^  some  gratitude  in  this  respeet,  that, 
no  Finnish  troops  were  ever  tube  brought  milike  some  Members  who  attack  the 
out  of  Finland,  Now^  they  are  TUJt  only  (iovernment  — and  I  think  w^i  must  treat 
to  serve  in  Russia,  but  Finland  is  to  pay  ,  j^y  noble  friend's  speeeh  as  having  l»ecn 
the  whole  <»f  the  expense,  in  spite  of  I  i^imost  from  first  to  last  an  attack,  cer 
promises  made  in  the  Coronation  oath  of '  i^^jrily  one  of  criticism  and  atUick— he 
18H9.  Let  us  look  at  the  facts  ;  we  need  ,  ^indeavours  to  look  at  the  question  of 
not  be  rude,  but  let  us  look  at  the  facts.  '  China  as  a  wliole.  He  has  a  policy 
What    I    think  about    the    (Tovernment  j  of  his  own,  and   is  tpiite   rciidy  to  take 


pisition  IS  this.  I  (juite  admit  that 
the  problem  is  immense  and  very  ditficult, 
and  I  will  work  with  all  my  neart  and 
soul  to  keep  the  peace,  but  if  wc  are 
going  on  as  we  are  g*»ing  on  now  we 
must  drift  into  war,  anrl  when  we  do  we 
shall  find  ourselves  ai  a  disadvantage.  1 
think  if  wc  show  true  courage  in  this 
matter,  antl  having  stated  nui  views  arc 
prepared  to  l*aek  them  up,  we 
shidl    have     peace.        [    do    mit     believe 


rcsponsiljility  in  regard  to  it.  So  far,  wc 
are  entirely  in  favour  of  the  way  in  which 
my  noble  friend  has  treated  the  subject, 
aiid  we  are  grateful  to  him  for  the  valuable 
Btalistieal  information  he  has  compiled, 
and  we  feci  that  in  his  visit  to  China  he 
did  a  gieat  deal  of  good.  First  of  all,  he 
very  much  impresse<l  the  otficial  classed 
with  his  own  |>ersonality,  and,  secondly, 
be  diflused  around  him,  especially  among 
the  merchants     who,  he  told  ua,  were  \^t\ 


Russia    can     tight      at      this     monu'iit.  |  much  in  need  of  it — that  cheerfulness  ami 
That   is  my  opinion.     We  do  not  want  ,  geniality     which     he     always      ditihse*, 


rashness,  wc  want  true  courage,  and  if  we 
attempt  to  tide  over  gr\^at  diflicultics,  and 
do  not  attempt  to  solve  them,  we  are  I 
certain  to  en  Luge  the  tbfliculties.  The 
Goveriuncnt  can  condenm  ujy  suggestions 
and  my  policy,  but  they  canuf^t  ileny 
obvious  faets  with  regard  to  Hussia  ^uid 
oui'  ilangei"  in  China.  We  have  htid 
enough  ni  this  policy  of  drift,  or  what  I 
may  call  a  ''pipe  down'*  pobcy.  We 
fbifted  into  the  Crimean  war,  the 
Egyptian  war,  and  into  the  Snudan  war. 
If  the  (iovernmi'nt  had  only  listened  to 
the  man  in  command  then — I  allude  to 
General  (tohImu-  we  should  have  had 
none  of  the  Soudan  war,  and  none  of 
the  expenses  which  it  has  entailcil.  Let 
Ijord  Charles  Hetrafmul^ 


whether  ho  speaks  in  this  Houae  or 
outside.  The  cardinal  point  in  my 
hon,  friend's  speech  was  the  one  item 
of  commerce.  My  noble  frientl  told 
us  more  than  once  in  the  course  of 
his  speech  that  he  was  making  a  commer- 
cial speech.  I  confess  I  thought  that  in 
many  parts  of  his  speech  he  was  uncom- 
monly  m^ar  leaving  the  departn.ent  over 
which  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Pies 'dent 
of  the  Board  uf  Trade  presides  anil 
calling  in  at  the  departmiMit  of  War, 
My  ncjble  friend  made  a  fighting  spx^cl^ 
full  of  strategy  from  beginning  tu  end. 
He  carried  that  out  even  in  China,  when 
he  adviseil  the  man  who  was  g<  inj  to  l^e 
I  evieted    to   put    on     his    nightshirt   anc| 


^01  Sufrpi^ 

Ixcome  ill.     But  ho  did  in  Cliiiiii  i'XJtctly 

whiit   ht*  }ui&  done   to-ni|i^ht.     {If  arrived 

in  ChtiiH  with  the  uiHloiibted  cc^unteiiunce 

and  c*>n  fid  once  uf  the  t'hamlxTs  of  CVmi- 

merco.     He  tiiunjiinced  himself  in  every 

place  that   lie  visit t^i  as  having  cume  nn 

a  purely  commiTcial  missinn.      But    the 

tightirtg   Hpirit,    the    old    Aflam,    i;*    vory 

strrjijg  irt   my   nolde   friprHJ.       Befure   he 

hud    been    in    China    four    day*^    hv.    had 

begun  npin   tlie  most  crueisi!  rpieHtinn  h«' 

euuld  attack.      Ht^  ftrrived  on  Oetohrr  1*j. 

He  visited  the  Yamen  on  October  liO,  and, 

as  he  tidl.H   us  in   his  adirundily  compiled 

work,  foitr-iifthH  of  his  first  roriversation 

waij  entirely  spent  in  advising  the  Vann'^n 

m  to  a  eompleU*  reorgarusjitiiirt  of  their 

army.       At    their   second    meeting,    ap- 

parontly  leavijig  nM  imnnifreial  questionn 

Oti   out?  i^ide,  they  went   into  the  question 

of  renrgariising  the  army,  and  the  Yann'-n 

offerwi  him  L^JJUOnnri  to  exqieriment  upon.  |  eapilal  is  insecure  in  (.'hina,     H 

I   notie*Mhat   those   'J, 000  men  were   not 

ihos*.*  who    were  ma.sscd  near  thi'   capital, 

lint  were  in  more  or  less  distant  provinces 

whirh  they  thought  my  nohlc  friend  was 

likely  to  go  into  after   some  pcrii^l    of 

time.     By  a  natural  scqiience  of  thought 

he   told    them    that  the  central    Govern' 

IT  It*  lit  waa  very  weak,  arul  might   require 

Uy    Iwi    supported.        I     have    Houn^tiineH 
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more  cortlially  you  agree  to  his  ailvice, 
the  sooner  he  will  l>c  apt  to  remove  his 
somewhat  dangerous  personality  from 
their  <listrict  to  that  uf  somebody  else* 
He  received  magnitici^rit  receptions. 
Rut  I  am  afniid  that,  when  he  tells  the 
Goverrunent  that  they  ha^e  indulged  in 
big  words  aid  have  only  g*yt  sniall  results, 
I  must  iiftort  on  him  that,  although  the 
recepticui  of  his  advice  was  almost  nn- 
limitefb  the  results  whieh  have  eouic  frtini 
it  have  hithi^rto  hecii  almost  itii.  AucL 
althottgh  that  does  not  in  tlie  huist 
derogate  from  the  position  he  has  a  right 
to  take  in  this  ifouse,  I  think  we  nuist 
aximit  that  in  China  my  noble  friend's 
missi^HK  so  far  jus  the  lulvancing  of  our 
trade  is  coneernetl,  did  fjot  go  very  far. 
But  he  came  back  with  a  series  of  pni- 
ponals  wluch  he  ile,sires  the  Government 
should   diftcuss  seriously.       He  says  that 

tells  us 
that  the  eentral  Goverrunent  must  be 
suppcirteil  and  tin?  army  retnganisedj  that 
the  open  chior  nutst  he  ke[)t  <qjeii,  and 
that  these  spheres  of  influence  ai\*  of  iio 
use  ;  ancK  above  all.  that  in  all  this  there  is 
H  great  loss  of  British  prestige.  Nuw, 
Sir,  what  does  my  noble  friend  propose  ? 
I  tlo  not  wish  to  occupy  the  House  at 
great  length,    hut    what   he    proposes    is 


thought   whether  those  converHntions  tlid  *  practically     a    convplet*;    chartge     of    the 

whole  goveriunent  t"f  I'hina. 


not    soniewhat    interfere    with    th«*   ei>m 

tnercial  mission  of  my  hon.  friintd.      But  I 

in  the   Eiist   an  army  is  rn*t   always  con- 

8idei"e<l  from  the  |X*int  of  v  lew  of  defence 

from   invaders,  but    is   hH>ked    upon  nunc 

as  an  jtdmiiTdile  instrnment  for  carrying  . 

OH   an   arbitrary  government  eomfortalily 

within.    (Hi^ai%  hear)     Dnnug  the  rest  of  j  j„^ji,,»  security  for  oiu*  tmde 

his  tour  my  mible  friend  gradually  h>st  more 

and  more  of  his  commercial  siii'iounfliiigs. 


Lmu    CHARLES     BKUKSFOBD :    I 

lieg  youi"  paiilon.  I  tlo  in^t  wish  Great 
Britain  to  undertake  the  government  of 
China,  but  the  reorganisation  of  the 
Diilitaiy  and  police,  so  that  there  may  l»o 


I 


LoHii  CHARLES  BKKESFOKD  :  No. 

*.\Ir.  BROIUHCK  :  When  he  arrival  iu 
the  Yang-tsite  Valley  t  am  sure  he  v\'ill 
not  ileny  thi« — he  wiis  received  with 
almost  n»y al  honours.  He  tmvelled  in  a 
Chinese  rnau  i>f-war ;  he  wm  salutefl  by 
the  forts  anil  by  the  fleets  ;  the  streets 
wore  kept  clear  for  him  by  fcKJt-sokliers  : 
cavalry  were  massed  for  his  rtn^eption  : 
Viceroys  receivetl  him  iHjwing  and  with 
proper  reverence  for  his  cxalttsl  rank  and 
the  mission  on  which  he  had  ccuue. 
Through  all  this  ciremnstance  ar»d  f>onqi 
my  noble  fnenri  went  forwaixi  with  all  the 
eon>*cioUHness  uf  conuueicial  prc<iomitiance 


*Mu.    BRODUICK:    Yes,  hut    in 

speeches  elsewhere  and  the  work   he 


his 
has 
contributed  iu  literature,  what  he  has 
aiikeil  for  is  not  the  reorganisiitiori  of  the 
iwmy  ami  p4»lice  only,  but  a  leorganiHAitiou 
of  the  tiHL^al  system  of  China,  If  there  is 
any  <ioubt  alwait  it,  I  can  ifiiotii  from  his 
lHR>k.  H<iw  arc  you  to  raif+e  an  army  and 
carry  on  the  p(»lice  in  all  these  ilistriets 
whieh  are  not  under  control  fiom  IVkin  t 
How  can  y(JU  reorgattise  the  whole  fiscal 
system,  provide  roads,  posts,  ami  tele- 
graphs, utdeHs  you  are  going  to  take  under 
y*tnr  ctnitrol  the  goveriunent  of  China  ? 
There  are  three  ways  of  doing  it — ^^either 
standing  behind  China  and  regulating 


'0' 

her  present  Government :  inlopting  ray 
The  idea  of  certain  Orientals  is  that  the  i  noble  friend's  plan,  aud  joining  other 
gi-eater  reception  you  give    a    man,   the  I  Powers  iu  putting  pressure  on  China 


or 
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of  British  shipping  and  trade  on  the 
Yang-tsze.  It  is  an  essential  part  of  the 
policy  of  the  Government  in  the  changes 
taking  place  in  China  that  special  protec- 
tion for  our  trade  in  this  region  is 
assured,  and  we  believe  that  that  trade, 
large  as  it  is,  can  be  largely  developed. 
At  present  it  is  hampered  by  every  kind  of 
restriction,  and  our  efforts  are  directed  to 
the  removal  of  these  difficulties.  We  are 
endeavouring  to  secure,  and  so  far  we 
have  secured,  that  a  full  share  of  railway 
and  mining  concessions  shall  fall  to 
British  investors.  Secondly,  by  means 
of  transit  passes  we  shall  endeavour 
to  provide  that  trade  shall  be  free 
from  undue  taxation  and  exempted 
from  likin.  And  thirdly,  we  are  looking 
forward  to  the  opening  of  inland  waters 
besides  the  Yang-tsze  and  ports  that  are 
not  now  treaty  ports  to  trade.  In  all 
these  matters  we  must  recognise  the 
control  of  the  Yamen,  but  that  does  not 
appear  sufficient  to  properly  protect  our 
tnide  except  in  the  large  centres,  and 
althoui^li  we  will  not  undertake  to  relieve 
the  YamcMi  from  the  responsibility  for 
the  internal  government  of  China, 
looking  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
interests  involved,  we  are  not  prepared 
to  allow  our  trade  to  suffer.  We 
propose,  therefore,  as  regards  the  Yang- 
tsze  Valley,  to  proceed  as  follows.  W^e 
hold  the  Chinese  Government  to  their 
undertaking  not  to  alienate  any  of  the 
provinces  in  the  Yang-tsze  basin  to  any 
other  Power,  and  to  permit  the  extension 
of  the  Burma  railway  into  Yun-nan, 
which  will  connect  us  with  Chunking, 
whenever  British  investors  desire  to  make 
it  that  is  t<»  say,  whenever  we  demand 
the  extension  the  Chinese  Government 
will  fulfil  their  pledge.  We  regard  the 
improvemc^nt  of  the  gorges  of  tht*  Yang- 
tsze  as  a  question,  under  arrangtmient 
with  the  Chinese  Government,  for  British 
engineers,  tlxperiments  are  shortly  to 
be  tried.  We  have  at  present  three  gun- 
boats on  the  Yang-tsze  river,  besides  such 
men-of-war  as  may  b(^  at  Sharighai.  We 
shall  keep  what  forc(;  is  considered  neces- 
sary between  1-chang  and  the  mouth  of 
the  Yang-tsze,  and  we  shall  consider 
whether  gunboats  can  be  maintained 
above  the  «jorge  at  1-fhang.  These 
me;u5ures  will  be  pur«'ly  precanlionarv, 
and  it  will  be  understood  they  arc  taken 
with  the  object  of  giving  security  to  our 
merchants  and  traders.  My  noble  friend 
has  raised  a  very  important  question  as 
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to  how  far  we  are  diver^ng  from  the 
open  door  policy  to  the  policy  of  spheres 
of  influence.  I,  however,  put  the  ques- 
tion rather  differently,  and  I  deny,  on 
behalf  of  the  Government,  that  we  have 
abandoned  the  one  policy  or  adopted  the 
other ;  but  I  do  say  that  I  think  the 
events  of  the  last  eighteen  months  should 
have  taught  any  man  who  had  studied 
what  is  going  on  in  China  that 
the  method  of  carrying  on  operations 
and  negotiations  with  foreign  Powers 
interested  in  China  by  a  duel  in  which 
the  Yamen  is  the  centre,  receiving  shots 
from  both  sides,  is  not  altogether  a  de- 
sirable one.  I  do  not  think  for  a  moment 
that  we  can  regard  the  Yamen  as  a 
qnauHh'  m'tjligeaUf ;  they  are  the  Govern- 
ment of  China  in  all  matters  concerning 
concessions  to  one  Power  or  another, 
and  it  is  necessary  to  go  to  them  and  take 
their  authority  ;  but  I  do  think  that 
the  late  recent  Agreement  with  Russia, 
upon  which  my  noble  friend  has  l>een 
extremely  severe,  is  not  only  a  valuable 
Agreement  but  is  in  itself  a  happy  augury 
for  the  future.  My  noble  friend  says 
Lord  Salisbury  had  a  diplomatic  laugh 
at  the  Agreement,  and  said  it  had  shrunk 
to  modest  dimensions,  but  knowing  as  I 
do  how  hard  at  work  my  noble  friend 
has  been  since  his  return  from  China 
I  am  not  surprised  that  he  did 
not  read  the  Blue  Book  with  greater 
care.  A  few  pages  beyond  he  may  see 
that  Count  Muravieff  undertook  an  ex 
tension  which  has  been  carried  out,  and 
the  expanded  Agreement  is  that  neither 
Power  will  ask  for  concessions  in  the 
sphere  of  the  other  or  oppose  a  concession 
asked  for  by  its  neighljour.  That  is  an 
important  change,  for  it  goes  to  the 
l>ottom  of  our  policy  and  desire  to  come 
to  terms  with  our  opponents  as  to  whait 
is  fair  and  just  on  both  sides.  Nobody 
supposes  we  can  get  a  monopoly  of  the 
trade  all  over  China  ;  our  object,  like  my 
noble  friend's,  is  to  secure  our  fair  share. 
Beyond  the  Agreement  which  we  have 
made  with  Kussia,  within  the  last  few 
days  pjuglish  capit-alists  have,  by  Agree- 
ment with  Germany,  arranged  for  the 
construction  of  a  railway  to  Chiukiang. 
which  pjisses  through  the  German  sphere 
of  influence  and  our  own-  Gcnnany  con- 
structing that  part  of  the  railway  m  her 
sphere,  and  British  capital  c«*>notructing 
the  more  southern  portion  of  the  railway. 
Then  we  have  the  Agreement  of 
1806    with    France    in   regard    to    the 
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Provinces  of  Szu-ehuaii  caini  YmMian. 
Th«*  oSjeet  uf  that  A^oenn>rit  is  to  estalv 
liwh  that  the  two  FowtM^-  have  the  Han  jo 
interest,  and  wur  have  agit'eti  that  there 
shall  \m  no  muimpnly  nf  coTiceftsioit,  ami 
that  no  conccsHifin  shall  he  giver*  which 
will  keep  out  the  nther  I'owor  from  trarle 
iir  other  advantages.  Well,  if  we  are  to 
prDceed  hy  agreement  and  not  hy  tight 
iog,  theJi  i  think  we  mnst  pnt  aside,  to 
Kome  extent,  the  ]HUicy  of  distrust.  I  do 
not  deny  that  there  hiis  K'en  dintrnst  on 
Iwitli  siden,  and  jiossihly  Ivgitiniato  ilis- 
tnist ;  at  all  events,  we  tldnk  «o  un  onr 
side.  Hot  is  it  deKiralile  that  every  i-oii- 
ecj^Hioii  whieh  is  given  to  another  l*nwer, 
hoWfver  remote  from  nn,  should  lie 
f|Uot+sl  in  this  H<juse  and  ont  of  it  a^s  a 
distinct  loss  of  prestige  on  our  |>art  1 
That  is  the  line  which  is  taken  up  very 
often  its  regards  these  conecHsions,  the 
results  of  whieh  are  often  found  ti>  be 
absoluti^ly  different  from  the  brief  tele- 
graphed summary  whieh  first  reaches  us, 
I  believe  that  there  is  Tjot  only  distrust 
on  both  sides,  but  the  very  feebng  which 
animates  the  more  interested  of  oty  fellow- 
countrymen  in  regal "d  to  what  other 
I'owers  get  in  China  is  felt  in  regard  to 
ourselves  Ijy  other  Towel's,  not  only  in 
respect  of  Gbina^  but  of  places  almost  all 
over  the  world.  I  read  the  foreign  papers 
pretty  closely,  anrl  I  can  say  this,  that  you 
will  hardly  ever  fail,  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days'  irailing,  to  find  there  the  iri- 
sinuatioti  that,  whether  it  is  in  At*ia  or 
Africa,  where\tM'  there  is  a  scramble,  we 
always  manage  to  get  tbi*  lion's  share,  not 
only  in  rpiantity,  Un  we  also  generidly 
contrive  to  get  tln^  tit-bits  in  quality,  I 
am  nc*t  sure,  iooking  t*»  the  pjist  history 
of  (ireat  Britain,  that  there  is  n<»t  some 
truth  in  that  contention,  and  that  from 
having  been  on  the  spot  much  earlier  than 
other  Powers,  ami  having  pushed  our 
trade  when  trade  was  not  so  popular  as  it 
is  now,  we  have  obtained  great  advan- 
tages. But  the  piist  on  either  side  is 
beyond  reeall,  and  if  we  are  to  have  a 
new  dejjailiire  we  must  make  it  by 
dealing  with  donlitful  ijuestions  in  an 
amiciible  spirit,  and  by  endeavouririg 
to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  a 
fair  compromise  is  not  a  kid  biirgaiti.  In 
reference  to  what  has  fallen  fnjuii  my 
noble  friend  with  regard  to  the  iiiil- 
way  j>r<'»posed  by  Russia  to  Pekin,  I 
60  not  think,  although  it  lub  been 
stated  m  the  papers  tliat  the  Russian 
Govormncnt    demanded    a    lailw^ay    to 
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Pekin,  that  there  is  any  truth  in  it,  and  I 
doubt  whether  iniy  such  demand  has  ever 
biH'n  made.  But  thi*  Russian  Govern 
ment  have  a  right,  undi'i  their  Agreement, 
to  run  railway  bnuich  lines  in  a  south 
westerly  direction,  if  they  ean  get  such  eon- 
cessirin  fnmi  the  Yamen.  Questions  have 
lieerj  put  to  me  on  \'Hrit>us  (xrcasions 
recently  as  to  the  I'fteet  of  the  niilway 
coruicetirig  the  Manchurian  railway  with 
Pekin,  and  the  \i«*w  whieh  Her  Majesty's 
(iovcrnmt^nt  would  t^ike  of  such  an  uiider- 
taking.  1  think  I  havr  made  it  sutti- 
ciently  ch*ar  that  Hec  Majesty's  (J<>vern- 
merU  an*  inchnerb  as  a  geiicral  [a  11  ai pie, 
to  Wflconii^  any  railways,  by  whomsfiever 
esttiblished,  or  any  operatirais  on  the  in- 
I  a  ml  waters  of  China  whieh  lend  to  open 
up  China  to  tlit;  geuenil  trade  and  the 
commercial  cnterpnse  of  the  worM  But 
the  ease  of  Pckin  is  undoubtedly  different. 
Pekin  Is  the  seat  of  Govfnmient,  and 
from  Pekin  e<liets  conveying  utterances 
which  are  held  to  be  semi -inspired  are 
sf»nt  forth  ro  nearly  400  null  ions  of 
people.  It  would  be  certainly  difficult 
for-  any  tfi  the  Powers  who  arc  interestefl 
in  China  to  aei|uieseein  the  cstal*lishment 
in  Pekin  of  a  singh'  great  Power  as  a 
voiee  Inihinrl  the  Thpnie.  Such  a  position 
Wfudcl  inevitably  tend  to  tht*  break  up  of 
(liina.  It  is  obvious  that  if  tht^  cflicts  of 
Pekin  were  to  be  dictiited  by  ar»y  one 
Power  the  tendency  wtndd  be  for  the 
other  Ptiwers,  who  have  spheres  of 
iurtuence,  to  turn  those  spheres  of  i n flu- 
en  ec^  into  spheres  of  sovereignty.  This 
wiaibl  Ih^  a  result  especially  distasteful  to 
(ireat  Britain,  which  licx's  not  desire  to 
obtain  further  tiTritorial  ac(|uisition  or  a 
continental  frontier,  but  which,  at  the 
sjime  time,  as  we  all  know,  has  great  c<tni- 
mercial  interests  which  we  havi^*  no  inten- 
tion c>f  surrendering.  It  is,  therefore,  in 
no  spirit  of  jealousy,  fait  simply  in  the 
general  interest  of  China,  that  we  must 
declare  that  we  should  befonveil  to  ail  vise 
the  Chinesi'  Gfivernment  against  any  steps 
caleulated  to  transfer  the  (Government  at 
iVkin  to  any  tither  Power  Our  position 
in  this  matter  is  very  clear,  beaiuse  the 
issues  are  giwit.  The  prtiposiil  that 
has  been  offered  t(»  us  this  t- veiling  in  my 
nolile  frifr^rifls  speech  might,  if  ferried  out, 
plaee  us  in  that  position  to  whi^-h  I  have 
refened :  for  if  we  were  to  control  the  army 
and  th*'  taxes  we  should  not  be  far  &hort  of 
controlling  the  Government.  But  let  me 
say  one  word  before  I  sit  dov^ii  as  to  the 
diffictJties  wVch  the  Government  have  to 
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face  in  dealing  with  this  question.  There 
is  in  this  country  great  impatience  at  the 
delay,  and  a  feeling  which  has  found  an 
echo  in  this  House  that  the  results  achieved 
in  China  are  very  imperfect.  I  neither  won- 
der at  the  one  view  nor  cavil  at  the  other. 
1  think  we  ought  to  remember  that  Wes- 
tern methods  are  very  different  from  those 
to  which  the  Chinese  are  accustomed. 
You  are  dealing  with  superstitions  and 
with  the  natural  waste  of  energy  of  an 
Oriental  Government  which  has  under- 
gone very  little  change  in  the  course  of 
many  hundreds  of  years.  You  have 
mountains  of  prejudice  to  overcome  and 
valleys  of  misgovernment  to  fill  up,  and 
in  respect  to  this  very  policy  which  I 
have  just  sketched  to  the  House  it  is  one 
which  ties  our  hands  behind  our  backs. 
Consequently,  there  must  be  delays.  In 
modem  times  there  are  two  great 
Empires  which  have  either  broken  up  or 
are  in  the  process  of  breaking  up ; 
the  first  has  been  dealt  with  by  Europe, 
and  the  second  has  been  dealt  with  by 
ourselves.  In  Turkey,  for  fifty  years 
past,  there  has  been  held  to  be  symptoms 
of  inability  on  the  part  of  Turkey  to 
govern  its  provinces  and  to  carry  out 
the  reforms  which  are  demanded  by 
Western  civilisation.  The  Powers  of 
Europe  have  addressed  themselves  to  the 
task  more  than  once  or  twice,  and  what 
has  been  the  result  1  After  50  years  some 
provinces  have  been  detached  from 
Turkey,  but  we  can  hardly  say  that  the 
realms  over  which  the  Sultan  l)cars  sway 
are  to-day  administered  in  accoixlance 
with  Western  civilisation.  We  have  our- 
selves experimented  in  a  similar  way  with 
the  great  Empire  of  India,  which  is  cer- 
tainly not  so  extensive  as  China,  has  not 
so  large  a  population,  and  is  less  homo- 
geneous ;  but  it  is  in  some  respects  an 
easier  task,  because  the  complex  nature 
of  its  i)opulation  has  made  it  more  open 
to  foreign  invasion.  In  the  course  of 
some  140  years,  however,  we  cannot  see 
the  end  of  our  tiisk  in  India,  and  there  is 
still  mucli  to  l)e  desired  there.  There- 
fore I  say,  conaidei'ing  the  gi'cat  changes 
which  have  taken  ])laee  in  China  not. in 
50  or  100  years  or  in  50  or  100  months, 
but  in  a  period  of  nnich  nearer  50  or  100 
weeks  since  the  first  great  change  began 
when  foreigncM-s  cfmmienced  to  take 
any  control  of  various  spheres  of  in- 
fluence in  China — I  do  not  think  that 
what  has  been  donio  since  that  time  is 
a  question  either  for  impatience  or  still 
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for   despair, 
contend   that    the 
been    made  during 
is     one    calculated 
dence    and    hope, 
the  rights  to  open 


On    the  oontrary,   I 
progress    which    has 


the  last  18  months 
to  give  us  confi- 
We  have  obtained 
___  --0—  —  ~jr—'  up  ^^6  country,  and 
we  have  also  obtained  from  the  Chinese 
Government  the  power  to  carry  out  ex- 
tensions of  our  trade,  and  I  hope  that  wc 
shall  not  altogether  waste  our  time  and 
energy  in  struggles  between  the  Powers 
who  are  carrying  out  this  great  work,  but 
rather  that  we  shall  unite  and  work 
together  not  for  the  benefit  of  one  country 
but  for  the  benefit  of  all  countries  con- 
cerned. We  have  had  very  many  other 
questions  brought  forward  to-night,  one  of 
which  has  been  a  matter  of  severe  com- 
ment by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Forest  of  Dean.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  that  the  incident 
of  the  slaughter  of  British  soldiers  at 
Waima  was  one  in  which  we  conspicu- 
ously failed,  and  for  which  we  deserved 
the  severest  censure  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
continually  applied  to  us  such  language  in 
connection  with  Madagascar  and  also  in 
connection  with  the  minor  difficulties  we 
have  had  with  the  French  Government. 
I  notice  that  from  time  to  time  he  has 
entirely  ignored  the  replies  which  have 
been  made  to  him  on  previous  occasions. 
In  the  case  of  Madagascar,  which  was 
brought  forward  by  him  upon  a  previous 
occasion,  the  late  Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  made  him  a  very  complete 
answer.  Although  I  am  not  goinc 
to  debate  this  question  now,  I 
may  say  that  these  diflSculties  have 
arisen  out  of  arrangements  which 
Lord  Granville  was  responsible  for 
making,  and  therefore,  if  these  incidents 
are  to  be  made  points  of  attack  between 
one  Government  and  another,  I  say 
that  the  Government  to  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  owes  allegiance  must 
bear  its  full  share  of  responsibility.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  renewed  all  these 
attacks  the  other  day  on  an  occasion  when 
I  must  say  that  1  think  his  speech  was 
positively  grotesque.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Montrose, 
speaking  in  the  right  hon.  Grentleman's 
constituency,  made  a  speech  full  of  the 
highest  anti-imi>erial  sentiments,  and  comr 
plained  of  the  number  of  questions  raised 
in  every  part  of  the  world,  and  urged 
the  Government  of  liord  Salisbury  not 
to  be  carried  away  bjT  tb^  entrancing 
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vision  of  Impt^rtalisiu.  Tlic  right  hon,  |  Mr. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Forest  of  I  ago  I 
De^n  got  up  dirc^-tly  afterwards,  and,  by 
way  of  comment  on  his  leader  and 
colleague,  proceeded  to  say  that  Jjord 
Salisbury  was  not  half*  Imperialist 
enough,  and  was  constantly  neglecting 
fmpemi  interosta  in  al!  parts  of  the 
world.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  also 
said  that  if  we  had  a  more  vigorous 
Foreign  Minister  we  should  occupy  a 
better  position  than  w^e  do  now.  As  to 
the  point  of  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man complains,  I  do  not  want  it  to  be 
supposed  for  a  moment  that  I  speak  with 
any  vrant  of  sympathy  with  regard  to 
this  unfortunate  assault  made  by  the 
French^  in  pure  ignorance,  I  beheve,  of 
the  circumstances.  But  at  th(3  same 
time,  without  in  any  \vay  admitting 
that  they  are  not  to  Iilame,  and 
without  in  the  slightest  degree  detracting 
from  what  ocreurred,  I  will  say  that  cer- 
tainly nolK>dy  is  less  to  blame  than  Lord 
Salisbury  forcompensation  not  having  been 
given.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself 
«tated thatone  suggestirm  after atuitherliad 
beerv  made  as  to  how  the  fjueHtJon  should 
be  treated — first,  that  we  should  deal  with 
it  as  part  of  a  general  settlement,  and, 
secondly,  that  it  shoidd  be  dealt  with 
alone.  Her  Majesty's  Government  have, 
up  to  the  last  few  days,  been  pressing 
this  matter  ufx^n  the  attention  of  the 
Goveniment  of  France,  and  we  have  the 
strongest  hope  that  it  will  l*e  brought  to 
arbitration  and  duly  settled.  The  fact 
that  officers  serving  their  country  in  West 
Africa  have  been  subjected  to  attacks  of 
that  character,  and  have  been  killed,  will 
hardly  justify  us  in  asking  that  their 
widows  should  be  treaU»d  differently  from 
those  of  other  othcers  whcj  have  also  been 
killed  in  action,  because  they  were  on 
duty  at  the  time.  We  must  consider 
what  is  fair  and  Just,  and  if  we  can  obtain 
from  the  French  (Tovernment  proper 
satisfaction  for  this  unfortunate  wcur- 
fence — I  mean  pecuniary  satisfaction  — 
we  shall,  of  course,  be  only  too  glad  to 
give  the  relatives  of  those  officers  the 
compensation  which  they  seek. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs) : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  Btate  the 
date  of  the  last  reply  from  the  French 
Government  ? 

♦Mb,  BRODRICK:    Wo  are  now  in 

commurucatian  \nth  the  French  Govern* 
ment  on  the  subject. 
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HEDDERWICK:   Is  it  a  year 


*Mit.     BRODRICK:     A    great    deal 
hits    been    done    by    verbal    communi 
cation     and     not  by     despatch,    and    I 
;  cannot  give  the  exact  date.     The   other 
questions    touched    upon     by    the   right 
'  hon.     Gentleman     I     may     perhaps    V>e 
;  excused  from  going  into  at  this  moment, 
\  He  suggested  that  if  the  local  details  are 
I  under  discussion  in  regard  to  Muscat,  it 
I  is  very  curious  that  the   foreign    Office 
I  should  not  have  been  able  to  produce  the 
I  papers.     The  local  details  are  under  dis- 
cussion, and  have  been  under  discussion, 
as  to  what  shall  be  done  wnth  regard  to  the 
,  coal  store  which  the  French  desire  to  have 
I  in  Muscat.      The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
I  knows  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  the 
'  papers  until   the  negotiations  have  been 
brought   to   an   end.       When   they   are 
brought  to  an  end   we  shall  be  able  to 
make  a  statement  to  the  House,      I  am 
afraid   that   1    have  detained    the   Com- 
mittee for  too  long  a  period,  but  in  doing  so 
^  I  have  had  to  travel  over  the  whole  of  our 
[wliey  in  China,    I  ciin  only  say  this,  that 
wearenKistanxious  to  take  Parliament  into 
our  eontidenee  upon  all  tjuestions  relating 
to  China,     We  know  that  it  is  a  great 
strength  to  us    to    have    the    House    of 
Commons  behind  us  in  this  matter,  and  I 
trust  that   the  House   of  Commons  will 
appreciate  the  diffieuliieH  v^hich  we  have 
to  face,   that  they    will   not  conceive  it 
fKjssible    at    the    same    time    to     treat 
amicably   with    foreign    Powers   and   to 
begi'udge  them  anything  which  they  may 
obtain  which  may  be  of  a  valuable  nature ; 
that  they  w*ill  not  see  in  the  concessions 
made  in  the  nature  of  compromise  thcit 
lack   of  ctujrage  which  my    noble  frieii<l 
[  suggests,    bul    thai   they   will   credit  us 
with   resolutely    pressing   forward    on  a 
diplomatic    course,    but    with    sufficient 
support  behind  us.   I   think,    from   what 
I  has  been  achieved,  to  justify  us  in  bebev- 
I  ing  that  in  the  future,  by  perseverance, 
by    persistence,    by    watchfulness,    and 
I  above  all,  by  patience,  we  shall  be  able 
to  preserve  British  comroen^ial  interests 
in  China. 

Sir  E,  grey  (Northumberland,  Ber- 
wick) :  This  debate,  I  am  sure  the  Com- 
mittee will  feel,  has  already  been  suffi- 
ciently interesting,  and  there  are  pro- 
bably other  Members,  with  special  know- 
ledge on  this  important  subject,  who  will 


815 


Snpplp 


{COMMONS}        (Cml  Servif^  EstinuUes).        S16 


greatly  add  to  its  interest.  I  shall  not 
stand  for  very  long  between  the  Com- 
mittee and  tbose  who  wish  to  speak  after 
me.  Some  things  that  the  nght  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  has  said,  1  think, 
vrvi]  make  my  task  both  a  shorter  and  a 
pleasanter  one  than  perhaps  it  would 
have  been  if  he  had  lieen  more  reticent. 
I  will  first  begin  by  expreasing  my  obli- 

fation  to  the  oobk^  Lord  the  Member  for 
'ork,  both  for  his  book  and  for  bis 
speech.  Not  that  I  agree  vvith  every- 
thing that  he  has  written  or  has  said,  but 
he  has  brought  into  this  qxiestion  a  tirisk 
and  keen  interest  which,  I  think,  is 
thoroughly  wholesome.  In  all  these 
questions  it  is  a  great  relief  to  have  the 
drudgery  of  collecting  Ktatisties  done  by 
someone  else,  and  the  noble  Lord  hiis 
performed  that  drudger^^  and  enabled 
us  to  have  a  most  valual>le  book 
of  reference  at  hand.  I  am 
to  feel,  too,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  oppoesito,  in  the  very  irniMir- 
tant  statement  which  he  mm]v.  with  regan! 
to  the  GovornTru^nt's  view  of  what  might 
be  dont*  in  China,  has  made  a  great 
advattee  in  dehnitenesy  npnn  arn  thing  w<* 
have  heard  before.  It  has  been  a  iiiueh 
moi\>  definite  and  businesslike  statement, 
and  m  far  as  it  went  it  was,  I  think, 
entirely  in  the  right  direction.  I  under- 
stood the  right  htm.  Gentleman  tn  have 
reaffirmed  again  that  a  ear-dinal  part  nf 
the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
is  the  independence  of  the  Governmcnl  ;it 
Pekin.  J  understood  one  part  of  his 
speech  to  be  devoted  to  reaffirming  that 
in  set  terms.  Well,  we  are  all  agreed 
that  that  is  very  desirable  :  but  a  condition 
t^f  the  independence  of  the  (Tovernrnent 
jit  IVkin  is  that  it  should  be  able  to  keep 
onler  In  its  own  coimtry.  If  no  other 
foreign  eontUry  is  to  step  in  and  exercise 


feeling  that  if  the  policy  of  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Chinese  Government  in  it« 
own  house  is  to  be  preserved,  it  was  rather 
unfortunate  that  the  right  hon  Gentle- 
man shot) hi  have  to  spend  so  much  time 
in  showing  with  great  force  the  difficulties 
which  attached  to  the  policy  advocated 
by  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  York. 
The  noble  Lord  has  put  forvvan:!  as  a  policy 
the  strengthening  of  the  Government  at 
Pekin,  and  be  has  stated  a  niethod  by 
which  he  thinks  it  might  be  attained. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  pointed  out 
with  great  force  how  difficult  it  would  be 
to  adopt  these  methods,  and  I  fully 
recognise  the  great  force  there  was  in  the 
criticism  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as 
to  some  of  the  practical  parts  of  the  re- 
commendations of  the  noble  Lord. 
I  assume  that,  though  we  cannot 
undertake  ubligatiuns  and  responei- 
glad  I  l>ilities  l>ey(md  a  certain  point,  w^e  should 
at  any  rate  be  perfectly  ready  U*  lend  our 
advice  and  even  to  lend  j>t'rsifnnf!  to  the 
Chinese  Gf)vernnient  if  they  vv^ouhl  only  ask 
for  it  and  ^\y  that  it  was  willingto  make  fair 
use  of  tliat  advice  and  gi\e  a  hn'r  chance 
to  such  iwlvisers  as  we  lent.  Apixrt  from 
those  points  I  rliffer  entirely  from  llie 
rtoble  Lord  with  regard  Ut  the  p<ilicy  «if 
ha\ing  an  agreement  with  Russia.  I 
willingly  recognise  that  in  carrying  out 
this  agi'ce merit  with  Russia  Her  Slajesty'ft 
tiovernmeiit  have  our  .'sympathy,  that  we 
give  them  full  cre^lit  for  the  earnestness 
that  they  have  shown  to  bring  the  negotia- 
tions to  some  siitisfactory  conclusion,  and 
T  will  go  further  and  my  that  they  have 
our  sympathy  in  the  trouble  which  they 
have  evidently  hm]  in  coming  to  any  con- 
clusion at  all.  The  noble  Loitl  th<* 
Member  for  Yfirk  says  this  Agreement  is 
not  worth  anything.  I  differ  from  that 
\iew  entirely.     He  thinks  it  is  not  worth 


;i    ]>redominant   ir^tluence   at  Pekin,  the}^  I  anything,  because  he  thinks  Russia  wfll 

not  keep  that  or  any  Agreement,  Of 
course,  if  there  is  in  W*.  \nv\  fiiith  cm 
the  part  of  any  (iovernment  with  whom 
we  are  flosf^ly  concerned  in  Chin«.*si» 
afliiirs,  there  will  l»e  trouble.  Hut 
the  Agreement  does  remove  one  chancx?  of 
trouble ;  it  brings  affairs  to  this  point, 
especially  if  it  is  fol lowed  up  by  extending 
the  scope  of  the  Agreement  to  other 
matters^ — that  if  there  is  trouble,  it  is 
stronger,  that,  though  it  may  be  difficult  I  trouble  entereil  upon  d6lil>erately  by  one 
for  it  to  adopt  Western  methods,  it  is  of  the  two  parties  to  the  agreement*  At 
absolutely  necessary  that  it  should  learn  i  least  one  of  the  dangers  of  which  we  have 
to  approach  more  to  Western  methods  |  been  most  afraid  is  that  of  causing 
than  it  hae  yet  done.     And  I  cannot  help  ,  trouble    between    Russia    and    our   own 


nuiMi  not  \m\v  excuses  for  interference. 
But  hanlly  a  month  passes  without  our 
heanng  that  nome  demand  is  matle  at 
Pekir\  for  compensation  liy  some  foreign 
power  because  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment has  not  kept  its  local  officials 
and  jxipulace  tinder  control  in  diffe- 
rent parts  of  that  great  country. 
It  is  essential,  if  the  Government  at 
Pekin  is  to  remain  independent  and  grow 
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country  in  the  Fur  Eaat,  and  as  the  twn  I  reganled  this  opportunity  which  came  to 
Powers  woro  drifting  in  the  same  direc-  '  us  at  Port  Arthur  as  a  great  lever  for 
tion,  it  woidd  take  very  careful  steering  removing  the  dead  wi?ight  of  suspicion, 
to    avoifl    their    coming    into    colHsion,  '  of  reluctance,  and  of  indecision  which  the 


auf)  apjiarontly  there  was  no  com- 
muniivatiun  going  on  hetween  them,  no 
interchange  of  views  m  to  what  their 
rospectivo  courses  were.  The  only  way 
in  which  a  collision  in  the  Far  East 
1>0tween    Russia    and    oui*i»Blve9    can    be 


Russiajis  have  shown  towards  ns,  and 
if  you  throw  away  a  lever  of  that  kind 
you  find  the  task  very  much  harder  than 
it  would  otherwise  have  been  and  the 
results  proportionately  less.  All  through 
these  negotiations  there  have  been  eon- 


avoided  i«  by  frank  coinmunication  as  to  i  tinual  delays,  but  I  do  not  think  they  are 


the  course  which  each  country  believes  it 
to  be  in  its  own  interest  to  take,  I 
believe  that  if  frank  communication  takes 
place  trouble  will  be  avoided,  because  the 
interests  of  the  two  countries  can  be 
mutually  reconciled,  I  therefore  welcome 
this  Agret^mpnt»  not  si>  nmuh  f*»r  what  is 
eontuinecl  within  the  four  ciU-ners  of  it, 
hut  !>ecauf*e  it  is  the  )»egiuning  of  a 
policy  of  frank  conimunicati<jn  between 
the  two  countries,  and  because  at  last  we 
are  getting  into  the  habit  of  discussing 
matters  directly  with  each  other  instead 
of  through  the  Government  at  Pekin, 
which  nuist  k?  an  unsafe  thing  to  do. 
But  although  the  CTOvernment  have  my 
sympathy  in  thf  trouble  that  they  have 
encountered,  I  think  it  is  p^jrtly  their 
r>wn  fault  that  they  have  had  sn  much 
trouble,  liecause  in  order  to  get  an  agree- 
ment u'ith  Itussia  yi»u  have  to  ^tvercome 
prejutliccH  naturally  created,  at  any  rate 
in  a  large  seetion  of  Russian  poHticians, 
by  50  years  of  previous  p<»licy.  You 
have  to  overcome  that  prejutlice  in  order 


to  be  entirely  attributed  to  suspicion. 
Some  of  the  delays  were  due  to  genuine 
geographical  ignorance  on  the  part  of 
those  who  were  actively  engaged 
in  the  negotiations  on  both  sides. 
But  if  the  Htissians  were  suspicious,  that 
was  not  very  unnatural  ;  because,  fis  I 
understand^  their  object  was  that  they 
should  have  a  free  hand  in  Manchuria, 
free  from  the  interference  of  other  Powera 
with  their  aims  there.  At  the  very  time 
when  we  were  pressing  for  a  settlement 
with  them  on  the  point,  we  were  also  pres- 
sing a  claim  for  a  mi  I  way  to  be  made  by 
British  capital  to  go  into  their  sphere  o( 
interest  in  Manchuria.  I  am  not  sur- 
priied  that  when  they  found  us  advancing 
these  two  apparently  inconsistent  aims  at 
the  same  time  they  should  think  that 
we  had  some  ulterior  object  in  view. 
The  whole  hisvory  of  the  case  enforces 
what  wa"*  well  saiib  that  tlic  negotiations 
should  be  direct,  and  that  we  should  not 
have  two  Ptiwers,  one  and  the  other,  bom- 
barding  Pckin,     without    entering    into 


to  bring  them  to  an  agieement  at  all,  and  ,  negotiations   with  each  other  ;  that  they 


you  have  to  convince  them  first  of  all  of 
our  good  faith,  and  to  convince  tbem  that 
it  is  to  their  nwn  inter<*st  to  have  an  agrt^e- 
ment.  When  our  ships  were  at  Port 
vVrthur,  as  the  right  hi  ml  Gentlemnn  the 
Meml^w^r  for  the  Forest  of  IVan  said  to- 
night, aUfl  when  the  suggestion  was  first 
made  that  w**  r^hotilrl  move  our  ships,  w«» 
had  the  gri*atest  opportunity  that  could 
possibly  have  been  brought  tn  us  of 
persuading  Russia^  first  of  all,  th*at  we 
meant  U*  <feal  fairly  by  her,  and,  next, 
that  it  was  to  her  own  interest  to  deal 
with  us.  That  point,  I  know,  has  been 
made  several  times  before,  btit  it  has 
never  yet  been  answered.  It  has  some- 
times been  misrepresented,  as  if  we  had 
urged  that  Her  Majesty*s  Government 
Bhould  have  kept  the  ships  at  Port 
Arthur,  and  should  have  told  Russia  that 
it  was  done  in  order  to  prevent  her  ever 
hn\ing  an  outlet  to  the  sea.  M^e  never 
meant  them  to  be  used  in  th=^t  ^var      W** 


should  not  each  have  two  opposite 
policies  in  mind,  and  that  the  actions  of 
the  representatives  of  each  sboulrl  be  con- 
sistent. If  I  were  to  make  a  criticism  as 
to  the  lesson  to  Ik?  learned  by  tlie  Russian 
(xovenunent  from  the  negotiation^*,  I 
should  siiy  that  it  was  that  it  shonld  be 
more  careful  that  the  action  taken  by  its 
re pr ese n ta t i ve  a t  P e ki r »  s h o u Id  e o ?' re sp aid 
to  the  action  at  St.  Petersburg.  The 
policy  of  not  letting  the  right  haiirl  know 
what  the  left  is  doing  may  1k>  justifiable 
in  certain  circumstances ;  Imt  it  has  been 
carried  too  far.  But  now  that  the  British 
CTOvernment  have  shown  their  wi.sh  to  dis- 
cuss the  matter  in  St.  Petersburg,  l>oth 
the  Goverruuents  should  Iw  careful  that 
the  action  of  their  agents  at  Pekin  shouM 
correspond  with  theaction  in  St. Petersburg. 
I  welcimie  that  agi'eement  both  for  its  own 
sake  and  for  what  it  promises  in  the  future. 
As  to  our  own  special  sphere  of  inte'^^'t. 
tli*i  V^nr^'tsze  region,    "p  :uv^  .dl    Agreed 
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that  we  (Id  not  wish  to  have  more  teiTi- 
tonal  rcspoiiBiltility  in  China — the  re- 
aponsiliility  of  ggvi'ining  a  vast  extent  of 
territory,  ainl  largo  masses  <»f  people.  To 
my  miTHl,  oncj  of  the  great  (hingera  of 
spheres  of  interest  \b  that  they  are  so 
liable  io  bring  with  thora  direct  obliga- 
tions of  a  grave  character,  and  that  is  why 
I  especially  welcome  the  pf^Hey  of  the 
Government  in  reganl  to  the  Yjuig-tsze. 
To  patrol  that  greiit  meiiiis  of  communica- 
tion is  within  onr  piwer,  without  incur- 
ring any  serious  respoimibility.  It  is  likely 
to  be  more  impi*rtaiit  anti  more  effective, 
and  to  involve  far  less  expen.se  for  the 
fidvancement  of  our  rights  in  China,  than 
the  taking  of  Wei-hai-wei.  I  welcome 
these  proposfils  of  the  Goverrmn3nt,  not 
merely  hocanse  1  believe  they  would  be 
lieneficial  to  British  trade  and  British 
triidei^  in  the  Yang-tH;^e  region,  hut  heeanse 
the  (_Tovernnient,  in  pursuing  that  line  of 
[K)licy^  are  gi>  ing  one  of  the  best  guaran- 
tees they  can  give  that  they  are  not  pur- 
suing a  far  more  luinlensonn^  line  of 
pt>Iicy.  Indeetl,  the  <Tovernment  have 
never  made  any  secret  tluit  they  are 
anxious  to  avoid  teii"itorial  responsibility 
in  China.  But  one  thing  oecurs  to  my 
mind,  and  that  is  that  we  should  not 
merely  have  a  definition  of  the  region  of 
the  Yang-tsze.  If  the  Chinese  have 
promised  the  non-alienation  of  that  region, 
it  is  a  concession  that  must  not  he  made 
on  paper  only.  If  the  Yang-tsze  region  is 
to  remain  the  special  happy  hunting 
ground  for  British  commerce,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  British  capital  should  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunities  for 
investment  olfered  liy  that  region.  What 
I  have  been  a  little  afraid  of  is,  that  the 
(Tovernment  have  been  ijevoting  an  undue 
jimount  of  energy  to  i>ther  demands  ;  that 
they  are  pressing  for  concessions  in 
Kiang-Si-  concessions  in  districts  out  of 
our  reach,  districts  that  are  not  approached 
by  the  river  or  waterway  of  the  Yang- 
t»ze,  and  where,  if  British  capital  were 
in^^ested,  and  there  were  disturkinces,  wc 
should  Hnd  it  difficult  to  ol*tain  redress. 
Less  effort  should  have  l>i'cn  devc»ted  to 
concessions  further  north,  such  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Newchwang  Railway,  which 
caused  a  great  deal  of  diplomatic  incon- 
venience, and  wkieh  certainly  cannot  lead 
to  any  very  great  development  of  com- 
merce, except  in  that  sphere  of  influence 
in  the  north  in  which  Russia  i.s  to  have  a 
free  hand.  The  importance  of  the  rail- 
way   concessions    has    not    always    been 
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admitted  by  Lord  Salisbury^  in  his 
speeches,  and  1  think  that  there  is  some 
colour  for  tlie  suggestion  that  LonI 
Salisliury  has  sometimes  given  the  impre»- 
sion  that  we  are  exaggemting  their 
impoitance.  But,  after  all,  railway  coo^ 
cessions  are  important,  for  although  the 
railways  are  not  to  be  made  at  once,  it  is 
not  likely  to  facih'tate  the  making  of  tli<^ 
railways  by  urging  that  that  is  to  be  done 
by  British  capital  alone.  Then  comes  in 
the  question  of  preferential  rates.  It 
appears  from  ln-jth  the  Blue  Books  that 
we  have  not  made  any  great  progress  in 
regard  to  its  settlement.  I  think  on  all 
these  questions  in  regard  to  China  that, 
although  the  Government  have  demurred 
to  om-  criticism,  we  are  entitled  Co 
say,  considering  everything  that  has 
happened  hitherto,  our  criticism  has 
not  been  exaggerated  ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, has  been  exceed inglj  reBtrainetfl. 
After  all,  this  i«  not  mei-ely  a  battle  of 
Cijo cessions.  There  has  been  a  groat 
change  of  late  in  the  balance  of  influence 
and  ]H)wer  in  the  Far  East,  and  I  have 
from  time  to  time  wondered  bow  far  the 
proposal  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
put  before  us  tonight  would  have  been 
accepted  as  satisfactory  if  %ve  had  been 
sitting  on  that  side  of  the  House,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been  sitting  on 
the  Opposition  side  of  the  House.  T 
admit  that  many  of  the  right  hon.  and 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  \s'ere  restrained 
in  their  criticism  when  the  Liberal 
Government  was  io  office ;  but  I  am 
afraid,  Sir,  that  the  state  of  incantlescence 
to  which  some  hon.  Members  on  the  other 
side  would  have  been  heated  had  we 
made  an  agreement  of  this  kind  with 
Russia,  handing  over  Manchuria  as  their 
sphere  i>f  interest,  would  have  been  such 
that  it  would  have  been  very  diificidt  for 
their  own  leaders  to  appease  them,  even 
if  they  had  made  every  effort  in  their 
power  to  do  so.  But  we  do  not  wish  to 
make  any  criticism  which  would  bring 
this  China  qtiestifin  into  an  active  ana 
prominent  position  in  piirty  politics.  Only 
we  have  felt  that  the  importance  of  the 
question  made  it  necesjiary  that  the  policv 
of  the  (Tovernrnent  shonld  be  characterised, 
as  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  York 
said|  by  clearness  of  thought  and  decisive 
action.  And  our  uneasiness  of  late  has 
been  due  to  the  fact  that  where  the  action 
of  the  Government  has  been  decisive  it 
hsLs  not  been  the  result  of  clearness  of 
thought.     At   the   very   moment    when 
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tlit^y      were      theuii^elves     anxious      to 
entiT    uri     n     policy    of    ^iviTig    Russia 
11      frt'G      hand      in      tail  way     making, 
they  took  decisive  aetioji  in  irgMrfl  to  the 
Newchwting    Kail  way  ;    hut   we   do    not 
cotuiider  that  that  waa  the  result  of  a.ny 
carefully  thought  out  policy.     Again,   if 
they  were  anxious  to  make  arrangements 
with  Russia  for  an  understanding,  it  was 
late  in  the  day  when  they  tried  to  obtain 
that  understariding,  and  only  after  they 
had  lost  the  l>est  opportimity  for  doing  so.  ' 
The  polic)'  of  the  Government  a  year  agu  < 
was   to   maintain  not  only   the  indepen-  ' 
denee  of  China,  but  its  inti^grity  as  well  : 
and  yet,  since  then,   very  serious  inroads 
have  Iteen  nuide  on  the  integrity  of  China,  i 
Thti    very    Uisk    of    thits  Agreement    is  I 
an    inroatl    on    the    integrity    n(   China.  \ 
Then  there  is  the  policy  uf  the  open  dooT', 
That  formerly  include/l  thi*  riglit  lo  pre!>H 
for    concessions,    but    i^f    latr^   a    ceruiii 
amount  of  limit^ition  has  U'en  jkU   on  it, 
and  we  have  hml  to  modify  the  right  to 
press  for  such  concessions  in  every  pu'i  of 
the  Chinese  Empire.     I  confess  I  am  not 
so  hopeless  as  the  noble  Lord  the  Mem- 
ber for  York  in  regard  to  the  policy  of 
the  open  door.     I   regret  the  no  hie  Loixl 
should   have   assumed   that  it  is   to  the 
interest  of  Russia  aiul  Fmnce  to  have  pre- 
fereiuial    l;irit!s    iti    their   spheres   of    in- 
fiuenre.       On     ilie    (uiiitnirv,    I     do    not 
believe  ihat  rhe  e\jH.*rienee  of  the  French 
eoionicK  shows  thai    i!  is  hir  iheir  iiilerest 
to   lia\e  these     high     laritts.       Their    ex 
pe Hence  hiis    lieen   tliut  theM*   fiigh   tariJis 
make  any   jM*ssessi»Hi   they  olit^dn  an  ex- 
])ense  to  their  own  cunntry.  Although  1  do 
rujt  see  that  it  is  jxjssilile  1o  have  anything 
like    an    allianee     between     the     I'uwers 
irUere^tetl  in  ifie  Far  K-xst,  there  may  eonie 
to    be   such    a  pre[nir»derarice  of  opinion 
unnnig  them  in  favtmr  »>f  manilaining  the 
o|»eri  ihxir  in    regard   tn  tarifTs  as  wotild 
lead  til  fJiplomatic  prcHSUi'c  being  Virought 
to  bear  at  Pekin  t^3  have  portions  of   the 
Treaty  of  Tien-tsin  applied  in  all  parts  of 
China.     I     consider   the    acquisition    of 
Wei-hai-wei   the   most  expensive  part  of 
the  policy  of  the  Govennnent.     Its  ax;tj  ni- 
si tiou  wiis   defended    by  Lord  Sjdisl^nry 
not  merely  on  naval   grounds,  but  also, 
and  even  atill  more,  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  give  moral  courage  to  the  Central 
(iijvernmcnt    at    Pekin.       I    am    still    of 
opitjion   that  the  selection  of   Wei-hai-wei 
as  a  secondary  naval  base  wjis  vWse,  but  I 
dirt'er  absolutely  from  the  Government  on 
the    |>oint    that     it     would     give     moral 


courage   to  the   Central   Goverrnnent   in 
Pekin.     It  has  become  perfectly  appirent 
tliat  it  has  iiot  givctj  that  moral  eouinge, 
ami  that  it  caimot  do  so,  because  it  cmi 
never  be  regarded  as  a  comiterpoise  to  the 
consolidation  of  Russian  power  north   of 
Pekin — a  consolidation  to  which  the  new 
Agreement  has  given  additional  weight. 
Wei-hai-wei  is    occupied,  and  money    is 
to  be  spent  upon  it,  but  it  can  never  be  a 
countei-poise  to  Russian  influence  in  Pekin. 
All   that  the   riglit  hon.  Gentleman  has 
told  us  as  to  the  plans  of  the  Government 
about  the  patrolling  iht}  Yang-tsze   River 
goes  to  provt^    that   Wei-hai-wei     is    not 
the     most    satisfactory     jwmition     which 
could  havi^  been  chosen  for  practical   ptn- 
poses    in    respect   to    wfiat    is    our    gi'eat 
interest—  the   ]>rot«H^tion   of    British  com- 
merce   ill     China.       Wf'll,   we    have    had 
this   anxiety   with    regar^i    to    what    the 
Government    has    dom-,    and   we   fh)  not 
think    that     the    iHJSt    has    l>oen    done ; 
we     think     that     some    valuable    oppor- 
ttmities  have  Wen   lost  in  the  course  of 
past  events  ;  but  1  do  welcome  this  Agree- 
merit  with  Russia  for  the  sake  of  the  rela- 
tions    l)etween    the    two    countries.      1 
welcome  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  told  us  tM-night,   as  far  as  it  goes,  as 
a  bu.sinesslike    proposal,  and  J  one  which  ia 
a    considerahle    advance    on,    and    more 
encouraging    than,  anything    which    has 
hitherto  br^en  he£|rd  of.     In  regard  to  the 
»pnistioii  «il  Madagascar,  I  think  the  right 
bon.  (Tentleman  has  gone  too  faj"  in  sa)dng 
I  that  Tjord  Salisbury^   jiredeeessors  were 
res|xjnsible  for  wluit  has  taken  \)hwe  there. 
Right  lioiL  and   hon.  (n-iitlenien  are  very 
a[Jt  to  assnnu"  that  tlie  res[)oiisibility  <ioes 
lie  on   Lord   Salisbury's  predei^essors  for 
the   present  position  of  afliiirs  in    NLmIu- 
gascan      The    recognition    of    tin*     Pro- 
ivriorali^  tf>ok  place  in   IS90.     The  right 
hoti.    Gentleman    staled  aectirately    that 
the  notitication   of  th*^   Protectorate  took 
place  before  1 890  ;  but  the  recognitioti  of 
the  Protectorate  had  not  taken  place,  and 
no  actioti  was  taken  in  regard  to  it  before 
1890.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  not 
entitled  to  assume  that,   bemuse   no  pro- 
test had  Ix'eii  made,  Lord  Salislmry  was 
bound  to  juake   the  bargain   he  did.     My 
positi<»n  is  not   that   LoitI   Salisbtiry  was 
I  wrong  in  recvjgnjsing  the  Protector'ate,  l>ut 
that  the   responsibility   for  the  merits  of 
the     bargain    in     reeognising    the     Pro- 
tectorate is  one  that  rests  upon  him  and 
him  alone,  and  that,  with  regani  to  what 
fias  happened  since,  tlie  hands  of  succeed- 
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ilig  GovcnimuaU  hstvc  fjueu  tied  by  the 
HCtua]  tc'niusof  tho  bargain  Lord  Salisbury 
made  in  1890,  A  groat  deal  of  what  the 
right  hon.  Geutleman  siiid  with  reference 
to  \\^aiina  appealed  to  me  very  strongly. 
It  is  imdoviljtedly  a  very  hard  case,  and 
I  WQidd  oidy  my  that,  as  far  as  we  are  !  moved      tu     interpose     in     the     debate 


jimy  l*e  truated,  the  elaim  with  rt.*gani  to 
Wainia  is  U*  the  claim  they  made  on  be- 
half of  their  own  Catholic  missionnries  in 
Uganda, 

•^Sm    E.    SASSOON   (Hythe) :    I   am 


concerned  on  this  side  of  the  House,  the 
Government  would  have  our  sympathy 
and  ^tjppurt  in  extending  to  it  the  most 
lihcrjtl  treatment  in  their  power.  I  know 
there  have  been  great  ditTiculties  with 
regard  to  the  ease.  I  would  like  to  raise 
again  a  p>int  on  this  qtu'stion  which  was 
ivfen-ed  to  by  the  right  hon.  Rirouet  the 
Memljer  for  Uie  Forest  uf  Dean,  in  con- 
nection with  the  payment  of  £10,000  at 
the  rei|uest  of  the  French  (lovernraent 
for  loases  Kust^iintHl  by  French  ndssion- 
Jiries  in  Uganda.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
rritieiHud    \'ery    strongly    our   action    in 


by  the  reflection  that  any  con- 
tribution, however  slender,  by  the 
himi blest  member  of  the  Committee  who 
happens  to  have  some  knowledge  of  China 
may  be  acceptable.  I  listened  with  unre- 
nn*tting  interest  and  attention  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  Undersecretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs  in  regard  to  China,  and  it  cet- 
udnjy  serrns  to  me  to  be  a  great  advance 
upofi  fornnT  statements  nf  [x>liey  nuidt* 
by  the  (xovernment,  1  was  espticially 
glad  when  the  right  hon.  Gentb*umn  said 
that  Her  Majesty's  (tovcrnment  would 
alroni^dv    object    to   the    removal  uf   the 


making  that  payment  without  having  I  capital  fr*mi  Fekin,  and  that  they  w^onld 
got  ctmipenHation  for  what  had  taken  ^  '^  '^  "^ 
place  in  *\'ainia.  (t  fell  to  me  to  defend 
the  payment  of  that  £10,000,  and  I 
submit  that  when  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment imdertwk  to  i>ay  the  £10,000  to 
the  French  missionaries,  inste«id  of  in- 
sisting upon  the  British  East  Africa 
Company  paying  i^,  they  did  m  becaiiBe 
they  were  dealing  with  the  rjnestion,  not 
on  what  they  believed  to  be  the  strict 
and  narrow  ground  of  legal  right,  but 
because  they  wished  to  approach  it  on 
generous  grounds.  When  I  had  to  defend 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  this 
House,  n»y  defence  was  that  there  were 
two  great  countries,  with  very  important 
ipiestions  and  controverwies  Iwtween  them, 
and  it  was  nut  wise  to  haggle  over  smaller 
pi  fir  its  ;  that  especially  a  case  like  this, 
where  viewsi  differ,  and  it  was  a  question 
uf  money  pfiyment,  sliould  be  dealt  with 
on  broad  and  generous  lines.  I  think  the 
Goverrujjent  chose  the  better  and  more 
magnaninnjiis  jwirt  u\  {wiying  the  £10,000. 
I  wish  the  French  Govcnunent  could  have 
taken  the  s^ime  view  ;  and  !  hope,  now 
that  8o  nmch  has  Ik-cii  settled  between 
the  two  Governments,  tlu»  French  Gt)ven»' 
mcnt  may  lie  able  to  isolate  from  their 
mindfs  the  payment  of  £10,000  which  we 
made  un  theij'  demand,  though   wo   were 


hold  tlie  Chinese  Governmeru  pcrsonaUv 
responsible  for  any  alienation  ot  t^erritory 
in  the  Vang-ts/e  region.  But  1  listentHl 
in  vain  for  any  statement  as  to  whether 
my  right  hon.  friend  had  in  his  mind  any 
means  of  seeing  that  those  engagements 
into  whicli  the  Chinese  Governnient  have 
entered  are  to  be  fultilkd.  Take  the 
case  of  the  Pckin  antl  Hankow  raijwiiy. 
While  Her  Majesty's  Government  w^ere 
receiving  assurafices  of  n  on -alienation 
from  the  Chinese  Governnient  the 
present  cfmcessionaires  of  the  railway 
cut  in  and  obtain  a  contract  for  its  con- 
st rnctinti  in  the  very  heart  of  oiu'  sphere 
i»f  inlbnvnce,  ami  inferetitially  obtain 
exclusive  rights  over  the  whole  of  the  huid 
acroHts  which  tlie  railway  would  have  Us 
run.  In  jegard  to  the  revolt  which  touk 
pLice  ill  the  rabice  in  Pekin,  1  doplure 
the  countenance  which  was  giv(*tt 
by  the  famous  tea  party  to  the  usurp- 
at  ion  l»y  the  Dowager  Empress  of 
thi*  Throne  uf  the  Km|>en»r  at  ChinJL 
Jf  the  information  in  our  {Kisst^ssioti 
as  to  what  w^as  brewing  f«dl  whort 
of  enabling  ns  to  exercise  some  liindy 
inHuencc  on  behalf  of  theyoiuig  fclmpi'nir^ 
I  submit  that  we  ought  certainly  Ut  have 
refrained  from  giving  any  e^lourable 
sanctitm     to    a    trtjitur    which    did     not 


»>f  opinion,  ami  are  still  of  opinion,  that '  IkxIc  any  go(jd   to  China  or  to  our  own 


if  the  circumstances  of  the  case  had  been 
strictly  argued  out,  it  was  an  exceedingly 
generous  payment  to  have  made.  I  trust 
that  the  result  of  this  debate  will  l»e  Ui 
impress  upon  the  Frerich  Government 
how  very  similar,  in  the  spirit  in  which  it 
Sir  E,  Gmt. 


in  Unrests.  I  firmly  Ixdicve  that  our 
Minister  would  have  immensely  increased 
hie  prestige  and  position  if,  euttii»g  him- 
self adrift  fi*oni  his  colleagues  in  the 
Diplomatic  KkIv,  he  had  abstained  from 
acknowledging   the   machinations   of   an 
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oligarchy  mainly  eomptisotJ  of  corrupt  \ 
and  besotted  reactionaries.  I  do  not  wish 
to  mini  raise  the  signal  services  rendi^red 
by  Sir  Claude  Macdonald  whun  confronted 
by  extreme  difficultit's.  Those  difficul- 
ties he  has  surmounted  by  the  exercise  of 
uudoubteil  skill,  and  tact,  and  resource.  I 
believe,  indt^ed,  that  Sir  Claude  Macdonald 
has  done  more  for  the  interest  of  Great 
Britain  in  China  than  any  rather  of  our 
representatives.  His  opportune  inter- 
cession in  favour  of  Kung-Yi,  the  chief  of 
the  icfortn  party  in  China,  w as  the  means 
of  saving  the  life  of  that  able  man,  a 
course  that  must  redound  lo  the  credit 
and  character  of  the  British  Envoy.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  f«>r  the 
Forest  of  Dean  and  the  nol>le  I^ord  the 
Member  for  York  rather  fell  foid  <jf 
Russia  in  the  courM'  of  their  speeches. 
They  seenie<l  to  consider  ill  uf  its 
scope  and  prol^able  e fleets.  1  frankly 
confess  that  a  ease  might  be  made 
out  for  those  who  ctuidemned  Kussio. 
I  also  admit  that  some  economic  or 
geographical  causes  in  Kussia,  or,  better 
utill,  the  boundless  ambition  of  many 
men  in  that  country,  might  account 
for  what  has  taken  place.  The  ink 
was  not  dry  on  the  compact  between 
Great  Britain  and  Russia  in  regard  to 
China  when  proposals  were  made  in  Pekin 
%rhich  were  in  direct  contradiction  to  the 
spirit  of  that  Agreement.  1  siiy  **  apij'it,' 
because  while  we  have  engaged  not  to 
interrupt  her  schemes  north  of  the 
Great  Wall,  for  some  occult  reason  or 
other  a  similar  concession  has  not 
been  uiatle  to  us  south  of  that  AValL 
I  iim  inclined  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Alfairs  bow 
it  is  that  that  arises,  and  that  the 
definition  of  the  Yaiigtsze  region  has 
been  whittled  down  so  much.  Wliat  is 
the  meaning  which  Her  Majesty's 
Grovernment  attach  U*  the  word  **  baain  "? 
Does  it  embrace  all  the  territf»ry  wiilered 
by  the  Yang-taze  nver  itself,  and  its 
tributaries?  My  noble  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  York  has  been  good  enough,  in  a 
speech  characteristic  of  eloquence,  to  treat 
the  Committee  to  the  impressions  he 
gathered  during  his  distinguished  com- 
mei-ciaJ  travels.  He  also  presented  us 
with  aiL  almost  cut  and  dried 
flchenic  by  which  he  expects  to 
bring  about  the  regeneration  of  China. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  keystone 
uf  the  edifice  suggested!  by  my  noble 
frienil  i»  that  we  shoidd  enlist  and  niohi- 


lise  a  solid  phahtnx  of  Chijicse  troops  in 
order  to  prevent,  I  suppose,  Russia  orany 
other  Power  taking  libeities  with  our 
rights  in  the  Chinese  I^mpire^  or  aasail- 
iii^  India.  1  do  not  pretend  to  h& 
a  He  to  say  whether  the  latter  con- 
tingency is  chimerical  hut  I  do  siiy  that 
with  our  present  respiinsibilities  in  Egypt 
and  elsewhere,  my  nohlr^  fiiend,  with  all 
his  (lash,  will  ^iid  it  flitticult  to  persuade 
the  people  of  this  country  to  uuftcrtako 
still  further  extensions  and  responsibilities 
in  the  manner  he  suggests.  1  h(*pe  that 
we  arc  not  <lestitted  yet  awhile  to  witness 
a  recrudescence  of  the  state  of  feeling  which 
Lord  Salisbury  25  years^  ago  described 
^  ery  aptly  l*y  the  word  '*  Mervousness." 
I  siiould  like  to  ask  how  the  districts 
bonlering  on  the  Yang-tsze  Valley  stand. 
I  take  it  that  llussia,  by  means  of  the 
railway  to  l\^kin,  will  be  nblelo  join  with 
the  French  railway  coming  from  the 
south-west  of  China,  and  runniniC  direct 
through  the  terjitory  in  which  we  are 
interested.  The  hoii.  liaronet  opposite 
has  also  pointcil  out  that  no  provision  has 
been  made  against  preferential  rates  or 
preferential  treatment  such  as  is  certain  to 
occur  later  on.  I  now  turn  lo  the  other 
aide  of  the  shield.  I  congratulates  Her 
Majesty's  (iovertnucnt  on  the  spirited 
effort  they  have  made  ti*  secure  -  and 
very  substantially  to  secure  British 
rights  in  other  parts  of  China. 
The  acquisition  of  Kowloon  and 
Mirs  Bay  has  immensely  strengthened 
our  naval  and  military  pO:jition. 
Then  again — I  am  sorry  I  difier  from  the 
hon.  Baronet  opposite— 1  think  that  the 
establislunent  of  a  port  of  arms  at  Wei- 
hai-wei  as  a  c<junierpoise  to  the  activity 
of  another  Power  is anothei-  feather  in  the 
cap  of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  The 
opening  of  another  free  port,  and  the 
vigorous  stand  made  against  the  unjusti- 
fiable pretence  of  another  Power  in 
Shanghai  are  also  matters  on  which  the 
Government  are  to  be  congratulated.  But 
all  these  woidd  be  eclipsed  by  anv  failure 
to  uphold  the  iiitegrity  of  the  ^unsinza 
Valley  in  its  fullest  sense.  Already,  as 
my  noble  frienrl  has  pointed  out,  there 
has  been  very  serious  attempts  made 
to  confiscate  British  *»wned  proper t)^ 
b\^  the  Russian  and  French  consuls. 
At  one  port  it  was  sought  to 
confiscate  property  which  was  held  and 
enjoyeil  t*ver  since  the  port  had  been 
I  opened,  and  the  right  to  which  had  never 
been  ijiiestione<l,  but  fjur    Minister,  with 
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very  considerable  promptitude,  went  to 
the  scene  of  these  attempted  depredations.  . 
Then,  at  Han-kau,  which  we  are  told  is  to 
be  the  Chicago  of  China,  British  mer- 
chants who  had  been  established  there 
for  a  whole  generation  have  been  inter- 
dicted from  trading  by  Russia,  and 
advised  to  move  out  of  the  settlement. 
Hon.  Members  who  know  anything  of 
the  fiscal  system  of  Russia  will  not 
believe  that  British  trade  and  enterprise 
in  the  whole  of  the  north  of  China,  or 
wherever  Russian  power  is  consoli- 
date<l,  will  come  in  for  anything 
but  the  shortest  of  shrifts,  or  have 
anything  meted  out  to  it  but  that 
preferential  treatment  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  and  the  effect  of  which  will  l>e  to 
intercept  all  those  advantages  which  the 
Treaty  of  Tien-tsin  was  designed  to 
confer.  You  could  drive  a  coach  and  six 
through  that  Treaty.  I  may  mention  one 
instance.  The  stipulation  that  Port ; 
Arthur  should  l)e  reserve<l  for  the  use  of  " 
Russia  and  China  is  a  distinct  infraction 
of  Article  52.  That  l»eing  the  position, 
what  is  the  remedy  ?  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  meml>er  for  the  Forest  of 
Dean  spoke  rather  disparagingly  of  the 
prospects  of  an  alliance  l)etween  the  three 
great  Powers.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
seems  to  think  that  it  would  not  l)e  to  = 
the  interest  of  any  «>f  those  Powers  to 
enter  into  an  allianee^or  that  they  would  W 
delmn*ed  by  constitutional  pivscriptions. 
But  th(?  alliance  I  wouhl  respectfully  urge 
tlie  GovernuH'nt  to  enter  into  would  ; 
l)e  a  defensive  alliance.  Those  Powers  I 
have  interests  and  rights  in  China,  and  if  ' 
they  are  attacked  they  will  be  obliged  to 
stand  up  for  them.  In  my  humble  judg- 
ment a  defensive  alliance  would  have 
every  prospect  of  diu*ation.  At  any  rate 
we  cannot  atlbrd  to  ignore  any  considera-  ■ 
tion  which  would  enable  us  to  maintain 
our  trade  in  the  midst  of  all  the  rivalries  = 
which  entangle  the  position  in  China.  At 
present  we  appear,  as  far  as  China  is  con- 
cerned, to  be  in  a  state  of  suspended 
animation,  or,  perhaps  more  correctly,  in  > 
a  disembodied  condition.  Until  the 
question  of  the  Yang-tsze  Valley  is 
settled  I  would  humbly  urge  the  Govern- 1 
ment  to  stiffen  their  backs  and  to  show 
the  same  leaven  of  grit  and  virility  which 
they  displayed  with  such  conspicuous  suc- 
cess in  the  North  and  on  the  West  Coast  of 
Africa,  and  even  in  China  itself,  when  they 
made  Count  .Muroavieff  withdraw  his  pro- 
test against  the  Newchwang  loan,  sothat  the 
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British  fiag  may  continue  to  be  regarded 
as  the  symbol  of  liberty,  security,  and 
unrestricted  freedom  of  trade. 

♦Mr.  JOSEPH  WALTON  (York  W.R, 
Barnsley) :  It  will  not  be  necessary  fw 
me  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Committee 
by  demonstrating  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  failed  to  cany  out 
their  announced  policy  in  the  Far  East  of 
upholding  intact  British  treaty  rightfi. 
The  "  open  door  "  means,  not  only  equal 
opportunities  for  general  trade,  but  also 
equal  opportunities  to  undertake  com- 
mercial enterprises,  whether  the  construc- 
tion of  railways  or  the  development  of 
mines.  When  Her  Majesty's  Grovem- 
ment,  unasked,  conceded  to  Germany 
preferential  rights  in  the  great  jvo- 
vince  of  Shantung  the  open  door  n-as 
doomed,  and  then  it  became  clear  to 
everyone  but  to  Her  Majesty's  Grovem- 
ment  that  by  this  action  they  had  made  it 
ine^^table  that  a  similar  concession  must 
be  granted  to  Russia  in  regard  to  Man- 
churia. I  wish  to  refer  to  the  recently 
concluded  Anglo  -  Russian  Agreement. 
Ix)nl  Salisbury,  in  his  first  public  announce- 
ment of  the  conclusion  of  this  Agreement, 
naturally  minimised  its  importance,  inas> 
much  as,  in  a  telegram  accepting  the  pro- 
posed Agreement  in  its  general  scope,  on 
Febniary  22nd,  he  remarks  that  "Her 
Majesty  8  Government  cannot  but  note 
the  scanty  dimensions  to  which  it  has 
been  reduced  by  these  long  negotiations." 
It  is  perfectly  true  that  all  parties  in  the 
country  have  strongly  expressed  the 
opinion  that  an  agreement  between  Her 
Majesty's  Government  and  the  Russian 
Government  in  regard  to  China  ought  to 
be  sought,  and  tbe  announcement  tluu 
such  an  agreement  had  been  reached  was 
hailed  with  satisfaction  by  the  nation. 
When,  however,  the  text  of  this  Agree- 
ment was  lx?fore  us,  we  found  that  it  was 
so  limited  in  its  scope  that  our  satisfac- 
tion was  greatly  diminished.  The  object 
of  this  Agreement  is  stated  to  be  "a 
sincere  desire  to  avoid  in  China  all  cause 
of  conflict  where  the  interests  of  Great 
Britain  and  Russia  meet,  and  to  avert  all 
causes  of  complications  between  them." 
I  should  like  to  examine  the  Agreement 
in  order  to  see  how  far  this  most  desir- 
able object  has  been  secured.  In  the  first 
place  Great  Britain  engages  not  to  seek 
for  her  otvti  account,  or  on  behalf  of 
British  subjects,  or  of  others,  any  railway 
concessions  north  of  the  Great  Wall  of 
China,  and  not  to  obstruct,  directly  or  in- 
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direct tly,   applicatiaiis   supported    bj    tho  i 
Hussian    Government    for    railway    con- 
cessions  in  that   region.     In   the  second  I 
phice»  it  in  stated  in  the  a<lditiona!  Note,  | 
that   the    present  s^pecial    Agreement    m  I 
natnrally  not  to  inteifere  in  any  way  with  I 
the  right  of  the   Russian  Government   to 
support,    if  it  thinks  fit,   applications  of 
KusBian   subjects    or    ei*talilif*hmeiit.s    for  j 
conoesiions  for   railways  which,  starting 
from  the  main  Manchurian  linc»  in  a  so«ah-  , 
westerly     direction,    will     trHverne    the  I 
region   in  which   the  Chinese  line,   tiTnn-  i 
nating  at  Sin-ming-tijig  and  Ncwchwang,  i 
18   to  be    construeted.     In    reference   to  j 
stipulation  No.   1,    I    would    draw    the  ,' 
attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  • 
to  the  fact  that  in  the  earlier  communica-  | 
tions  from  the  Russian  Government  leaib  i 
ing  up  t<*  the  Agreement,  all  that  Russia  i 
Masked  for  was  that  England  should  under- 
take the   siime   engagement  in    regard   to  I 
Manchuria  which  Hnj*.sia  was  prepared  to  ' 
give  in  regard  tn   the  Yang-ts^e  basin,     I 
would  ask  why,  in  the   Agreement  cnn-  I 
eluded,  the  Russian  .sphere  uf  concessions  , 
is  defined  as   north  of  the  Great  Wall  of  , 
China  instead  of  simply  as  Manchuria,  and  ' 
whether  this  indicates  that  the  Russian  , 
sphere  ia  not  to  be  regarded  a3  limited  to 
Manchuria.     1    would    p>int    ant    that,  | 
though  we  cortsider  Corea  as  practically  i 
being  an  independejit  kingiiom^  the  vague- 
ness of  the  Agreement  would  appear  to 
make  it  possible  for  Russia  to  contend  in  , 
ft    the  future   that  get>graphically  some  por- 
I    tion,  at  any  rate,  of  Corea  is  north  *>f  the 
M    Great    Wall    of    China  ;     and    England 
L^hftB     debarred     herself      in     that     area  | 
BJlom  undertaking  commeiTial  etiterprises  i 
or  aupporting,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  ' 
jus^t  claim  of  her  natural  allies   the  Japa   I 
nese  to  preferential  lights  and  privileges,  j 
This   is   att    interpretation  calculated   to  I 
jeopainlise  the  friendly  relations  and  the  i 
eo-operation  of  England  and  Japan  in  tlie  \ 
Far  East.     Another  serioits  defect  in  the 
Agreement  is  the  absence  of  any  exact 
*letinition  of  the  limits,  regarded  as  those 

tof  the    Yang-tsze  basin,  which   the  Rus- 
sian  Gi)venmient    repeatedly    sUited    it 
would  be  iiecessfiry  to  know  before  con- 1 
eluding  the  arrangement.     In  reply  to  a 

I  question  which  I  put  to  the  Under  I 
Secretary,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  | 
the  Yaag-tsze  Basin  comprised  the  pro- 
vinces adjoining  the  Yang-tsze  River  and 
the  provinces  of  Ho-nan  and  Che  Kiang, 
To  a  second  question  as  to  whether 
Her       Majesty's       Government       could 
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state  exactly  or  appioximately  the  \yoint 
at  which  the  Rckin-Hankau  Railway 
would  enter  the  liasjrj  of  the  Yaag-ts>!e 
River  I  received  the  reply,  '*  At  the 
watershed  of  the  Yang-tszt^  River.'' 
These  two  answers  are  clearly  incon- 
sistentj  as  it  cannot  for  a  mr>ment  he 
imagined  that  the  boundary  uf  the  pro- 
vinces to  the  north  of  the  Yang4 szo  Ri^er 
is  identical  with  the  line  of  the  water- 
shed of  the  rivi>r.  'W^hat  I  thoreff>re 
desire  to  tisk  the  right  Hon.  Gentleman  is, 
whether  the  dctinition  of  the  geo- 
grafjhical  limits  of  Manchuria  and  the 
Yang-tsze  basin,  as  under stoml  in  the 
AnglorRussian  Agreement — which  was  to 
lie  fixed,  on  further  examination,  liy  a 
later  Agreement — has  yet  l>een  arrived  at. 
Then  with  rcgarrl  to  the  right  ol  Russia 
to  undertake  the  constniction  of  railways 
starting  from  the  main  Manchurian  line 
in  a  south-westerly  direction.  This 
stipulation  cannot  refer  to  railways  north 
of  the  Great  Wall,  as  in  respect  of  tbat 
district  the  exclusi\'e  right  i>f  Russia  to 
construct  railways  is  clearly  recognised  in 
the  first  letter  exchanged.  The  ailditional 
Note  can,  therefore,  be  only  nnderstoiKl  to 
apply  toadistrietinChinasouthof  thoGrcat 
\Vi\l\.  And  what  I  should  like  the  Com- 
mittee specially  to  notice  is  the  fact  that 
in  the  Agreement  with  Russia  iliere  is  no 
undci'standingset  forth  calculated  toavoiil 
all  cause  of  conflict  where  the  interests 
of  Great  Britain  and  Russirt  meet  in  that 
enormous  tract  of  territory  in  China 
stretching  from  the  (ireat  Wall  south- 
wards to  the  northern  lioundary  nf  the 
Yang-t^ze  Basin.  I  hope,  therefore,  that 
we  shall  have  a  definite  statement  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  to  what  the 
arrangement  T'ealU^  is  in  regard  to  this 
portion  of  the  Chinese  Empire.  1  wouhl 
also  iisk  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  how 
fa  I"  in  a  south-westerly  direction 
from  the  Manchurian  Railway  the 
right  of  ttussia  to  construct  railways  is 
recognised.  Already  the  RussoChinese 
Biuik  has  constructed  a  railway  100  irnles 
in  length  from  F*ekin  southwards 
to  Pao-ting  ;  and  the  extension  of  that 
railway  south  wan  Is  to  Cheng-ting  is  now 
proceeding,  Russia  has,  again,  the  right 
tx>  construct  a  line  1 40  miles  westward  to 
Tai-yuan-fu,  and,  according  to  repeated 
reports  last  year^  also  from  that  point  a 
further  line,  about  330  nnles  long,  to 
Si-ngan-fu^  the  capital  of  Shan-si,  and  a 
point,  I  may  obserNc,  only  200  miles 
north  of  the  Yang-tsze  river.     The  Russch 
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having    mado   thLs  I,  Government 


wliicli     will      secure  to 

application,  but  the  Russian  (rovi^'tuniuni    each     nation     equal      npportunitics  to 

have    m^ide     no     denial.       Russia    will    trade     in    the     ^spheres     in    which  the 

cerUiiily   desire  to   link  up  the  railway  '  preferential   right   of   either    nation  ha« 


ay  stem  to  which  T  have  just  referred  with 
her  Manchuiian  railways,  and  this  means 
that  she  will  not  ordy  dominate  North 
Cluna»  but  be  placed  practically  in  military 
occnpiition  of  the  country  southwards  to 
the  boundary  of  the  Yang-tszo  Basin.  The 
iuipurtancc  of  establishing  herself  at  Si- 
iigan-fu  is  a  PI  )a  rent,  when  we  remember 
that  it  is  situated  on  the  inimemorial  trade 
route  tn  Central  Asia,  and  jt  is  the  city 
whith  the  Chinese  Government  have  coii- 
tem plated  making  the  capital  of  China,  if 
their  positinn  at  Pckin  liecomes  intoler- 
able*    I  would   further  ask  whether,   in 

recognising  1 1 nj  right  of  Ktissia  to  build 

railwava    in    a    south- westerly   direction 

from    ner    nniin     Manchnrian    line,    Her 

Majesty's  (tovernment  did  nut  obtain  an 
fwaurance  from    linssia  that  the  route  of 

those  lines  should  not   be  in  snch  close 

pruximity    1(j   the    IVkin-Shanghai  Kwaii 

Niu  ehwung  line  as  would  enjibje  them  to 

b«9  in  any   wense  cum{jeting  lines  for  the 

tralhc  whieh   wuuld    otherwise  naturally 

conic  (i\er  the  railway  now  beitig  con- 
structed    with     British     capital       Her 

Majetity'a     Uovernment      sent      special 

inHtructiunft     last    year    to    Sir   Claude 

Ma€<lormtd  t4>  insist  upon  the  insertion  of 

provisions    in    all     railway     concessions 

securing    equal    treatment     for    British 

trade  and  liritish  nativ*mds.  But  I  observe 

the  Anglo  KuHsian  Agreement  contains  no 

Mneh   provisions.      Tliis  in  the  more  un- 

aecimiuable,  iiiasmuch  as  Lord  Salisbury 

telegrjiphcd  to  Sir  Chuide  Macdonald,  on 

the    10th    <*f    September    last,  that  pre- 

fcrential     railway    rates,  or    differential 

trtitttment,  should  of  course  be  pru\ided 

Agaimtt    in    agreement    with    Russia    in 

r«gaH  to  railway  concessions  in  Manchuria 

and  the  Vang  tsze  region.     1  also  find  it 

jiluted   in   the  Agreement  that  the    two 

(tovernnnujtti    have    nowise    in    view  to 

infringe  in  any  way  the  sovereign  rights 

of  China  or  existing  treaties.    But  I  would 

point  out  to  the  C^mimittee  that,  if  ulti- 
mately territory  in  China  be  annexed  by 

KiiriHia,    it  will  no   longer  Ite  a  part  of 

the    Chinewe    ICtnpire ;    and    the    rights 

which    this    country  now  enjoys    under 

troatica   entered   into  with    the  Chinese    entirely  destroy  the  prentige  and  influence 


ijcen  rccogriised,  not  only  so  long  as  thev 
remain  integral  parts  of  the  Chinese  Euk- 
pire,  but  even  after  partition  has  takeo 
place,  should  that  (;ome  about,  1  think 
the  Committee  ought  also  to  have  sonic 
explanatiun  of  the  support  given  by  th*« 
British  Legation  at  Pokin  in  sending  a 
comnuuiication  to  the  Yamen  explaiiting 
that  Russia  had  made  no  demand,  but  only 
a  friendly  request  that  China  should  con* 
cede  in  principle  the  right  to  build  * 
milway  to  Fekin  when  applied  for  by 
Russian  subjects.  And  I  woidvl  draw  the 
right  hon.  tientleman's  attention  to  the 
ridicuhiUH  j>ositi*>n  in  which  Her  Majesty  « 
G  u  ven  one  1 1 1  wv  re  sul  >8e q  uei  1 1 1  \^  pbic^di 
when  the  Russian  Mijiister  ivotitied  the 
Tsung  li'Yarnen  that— 

'*  Kns«ia  is  unable  li)  r*f pud  Cliiae.^  wiiNhc» 
in  tli«  iiiatt^^r,  ami  will  nentl  piijrineers  Ui  biir»*ey 
a  line  for  wnnectinf:  ilie  Hussian  Maachiirian 
Railway  in  the  siiuth-weMt  to  Pekin." 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  China  Co^>^ 
spondence  (No.  2)  just  publisheil, 
and  the  Notes  exchanged  between  the 
United  Kingdmu  ami  Kussin  with 
regard  to  their  respective  railway 
interests  in  China,  most  unfoitunately 
demonstrate  that  Her  Majesty's  Guveni- 
ment  are  still  pursuing  a  policy  of  drift 
and  of  so-called  ^^gi-Jiceful  concessions" 
which  will  result,  in  the  long  run,  in 
serious  injury  to  British  commercial 
interests  in  Northern  and  Centi-al  China. 
A  pitrtieidarly  humiliating  tiiplomatie 
defeat  is  that  sustained  with  reganl  to  I  he 
conclusion  of  the  Newchwang  extension 
loan  contract.  On  the  >«th  <jf  August, 
IHilH,  Lord  Salisbury  infornR*d  the  Cbiiiesis 
Minister  that  Russia  had  no  right  what- 
ever to  Mbject  to  a  mortgage  loan  lieing 
made  l»y  the  Hongkong  and  Shanghai 
liank  f(U  the  Newehwang  Railway  ;  and  he 
stnmgly  advised  C'hina  to  pav  no  re^rd 
to  the  Russian  Governments  objection. 
And  yet  onr  Foreign  Minister  allowini 
himself  to  be  driven  tt»  so  completely 
abandon  that  position  that  the  loan  was 
concbided  withcvut  any  mttrtgage  cm  that  1 
poll  ion  of  the  hue  north  of  the  (treat  " 
Wall.     Such  surrenders  must  of  necessity 


Government  would  be  absolutely  abro- 
gated. 1^  therefore,  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  any  agieement  has 
boon     arrived     at     with      the     Russiau 


of  this' country  with  the  Chinese  Goveni- 
ment.  Perhaps  I  nuiy  be  allowed  to  draw 
attention  to  what  1  consider  is  not  an  un- 
impoilant  nmtter  in  eoiuieotion   with  the 


I 
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jiegoiiations   which  aro?^c  as  to  the  New-  ; 
chwang  Exttjnsion    Loan.      I   find    that,  I 
after  the  negotiatioiii*  had  been  pro<:eed-  ' 
ing  for  montha,  our  reprcaentativo  io  St.  ' 
Petrrsbuig  had  to  admit  his  otter  igno- 
rance of  tho  true   locality  of   Si-riming- 1 
ting  ;  and  apparently  no  uflicial  map  w-as  I 
in  his  posaestiion  showing  distinctly  the  i 
railway  which  was  to  he  constnicted  by  | 
the  proposed  Nowchwang  Extension  Loan  ;  i 
and  it  was  only  on  reference  to  a  map  of  I 
Manchuria    in   Colquhoue^    **  China    in  , 
Transformation"     that      onr      represen- 
tative    was     eiiableil    to    ascertain    the 
precise    situation    i*f    Si-nniing-ting.      It 
i«  only   fair   to  point  out  that  rt  similar 
ignorance  w^as  displayed  by  the  Kussiiin 
iitficiali.      I  only   rlrow  attention    to  thin 
matter  iji  order  in  venture  the  suggeatimi 
that   it  is  high  time  our  officials  abrruid 
were   pro\^ded    with   the  most  complete 
maps,    and  the  fullest  information  gen*r- 
aliy,    whenever    they   have    to    conduct ' 
negotiations  of  so  itifficult  and  delicate  a 
nature.     In  the  correspondence  just  pub- 
lished between    Her   Majesty's   Govern'  | 
ment  and  the   Russian   Gevernraent    we  i 
have  most  startling  evidence    that  Lord  I 
Salisbury^  though    he    was    a   party  to 
giving,  unasked,  to  Germany  preferential ' 
rights   and  privileges  in  the  province  of  > 
Shantung,  did  not  seem  at  all  aiLxiMUs  to  | 
secure  similar  rights   and   privileges  for  I 
this  country  in   the  Yang-tsste  liisin.     In  [ 
a   letter    to   Sir    Charles    Scott   on    the 
27th    of    February   last,  with    reference 
Co     the    proposal     to    limit    the    Agree- 
uienl     with     Russia    to    simply  ini posing 
upon  Enghiml  and   Hussia    tlie  «ibligatinn 
of  abstaining  from  opp^ysing  Kus^ian  and 
l^^glish    railways   in  Manchuria  and  the  I 
Vang'tsze    Baain  respectively,  Lord  Salis-  ' 
bury  statoil : 

"  Her  MajestyV  Government,  however,  are  j 
not  dispufc^eJ  to  take  any  objection  to  tlie  prtj-  ' 
posjil,     now     iiia«le    hy    romit   Miini\ietV.   on 
a^i'OUMt  of  its*  more  limit eil  ji(i|)liration,     Eii^- 
iand   jind    Klls^^i|l  will  still   each  \i*i  lH»imd  lo 
al)«it<Hirt  fruin  tipiMisin*^  niilway  |i|tijert^  uf  the  I 
other  in   itn  own  .^plmre  of  irit»Tej«t,   hut  ihvy 
ttre  not  bouml  eaoli  to  nbst^iin   from  jirujeetinif 
railway:*  of  iti*  own  m  the  otlierV  ?<j»here  of  i 
intort^t/* 

I  must  confess  that  I  n\i4l  these  words 
with  amazi^iient.  The  only  nieanijig  they 
can  l)ear  i^  that  Lnnl  SaIi»btnT  had  no 
objection  to  leave  Uussia  free  to  under* 
take  the  construction  of  raihvays  in  the 
Yang-taze  Basin.  It  is  trtie  that  he 
adds: 

This*  latter  metlunJ  of  o]i|)u»iti(»n  \a  not  one 
that  i»  likely  in  either  ni>te  to  \ie  adoiite^l,  hut 
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it  cunjitil  1«J  Sit  id  to  iiiijrfteii' any  s4i»eci»d  iliwad- 
vauta;jt^  oil  iUvnl   ilrit«iii/' 
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Having  regaitl  to  the  position  thu.n 
taken  up  by  Lord  Salishury  in  re- 
Bpeot  to  the  Yang  tsze  Ba.^io,  the  Com- 
mittee ia  surely  entitle*!  to  have  fi*om 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreigfi  Afluira  a 
clear  and  ilefinite  statement  c»>i  lo  wiiether 
Her  Majesty's  Govenmient  claim  any 
preferential  rights  or  interests  in  the 
Yang-tsze  Bumi  whateviq',  .so  that  this 
country  may  know  i»xactly  whei-e  we  are. 
As  to  Germany,  the  Gennan  Anibassador 
declared  to  Lorrl  Salisbur)*  that  <iennaiiy 
had  ac^piired  *'  a  special  position  'in  Shan* 
tung,  *' whereas  Great  BritJirn,  not  having 
wen  pied  any  phice  in  the  Vang-tsze 
regiun,  that  region  ij>  still  nnriHorvetUy 
open  to  Gt'rman  eiitiTjjrij^t'."  In  reply  to 
a  n(iei)ti**ii  in  th<'  Hmuso,  tlte  right  hon. 
(tentlenmn  ^^at«  d  iliat  no  fuitlicr  com 
munieation  had  Ihtii  ,Mt!dns.se(l  to  th** 
Gt'nnan  (xirvt-rnnjcnt  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  L'nh'fi.s  jiri  agreement  In*  entered 
into,  untler  which  Gennany  will  re^ 
cognise  the  Bntish  nation  as  jH)s«ie«*iing 
similar  preferential  rights  in  the  Yang- 
tsze  Basin  to  those  which  we  have  con- 
coded  to  Germanv  in  Shantung,  our 
interests  cannot  m  regarded  as  by 
any  means  fully  f)roteeted.  It  is 
most  desirable  thai  we  .should  cot  operate 
w^ith  Gennany  ati  far  as  pnssibh*  in 
the  Far  Itiast  ;  but  it  would,  I  submit,  be 
very  foolif*h  on  our  part  lo  itly  nmeh  on 
the  assistance  ami  suppi>rt  of  Gernuuiy  iji 
I'hirja,  It  is  obvious  thai  Gernjany  will 
not  ri^k  any  eontliet  with  Uussia  in  the 
Far  Ii^aat  whiclj  would  expose  h4?r  tu 
attack  on  two  frontiers  in  Europe,  where 
she  is  situated  hetween,  so  to  speak,  the 
hammer  and  the  anvil,  having  Kussia  on 
her  eastern  and  Fiance  n\\  Wr  western 
frontier.  1  do  not  know  wlfethfr  there 
is  any  trutli  in  the  rumour  that  the 
British  (.toveriunent  i*re  about  to  trnnsfer 
Weidiai-wei  to  Gennany.  1  i^incerely 
trust  this  report  is  well  founded. 

♦Mr.  BKODKICK  :  No,  Sir,  there  is  no 
truth  in  the  rumour, 

*Mr.  WALTON  :  Weil  I  rcgm  m  near 
it,  I  certainly  had  hoped  it  was  true. 
Wei-hai-wei  was  taken,  wt*  were  told,  to 
restore  the  balance  of  power  after  Hussia 
liad  seized  Port  Arthur,  and  to  give 
courage  to  the  Chinese  Government  at 
Pekin,    But  of  what  earthly  use,  I  ask,  will 
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Wei-hai'W^ci  lit?  to  this  ooiuitrr  when 
Kuasia  become^*  practically  in  military 
occupation  of  North  Chiiia^  and  probably 
of  Pekin  itself  t  I  therefore  earnestly 
hope  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  will 
loee  no  time  in  getting  rid  of  the  white 
elephant  of  Wei-hai-wei,  that  they  will 
abetain  from  spending  money  over  it,  and 
that  they  will,  instead,  take  possession  of 
6ome  other  position  at  or  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Yaug-tszc  whore  our  interests  are 
predominant.  Then,  with  reg^ird  to 
British  eommercial  interej^ts  in  the 
ilensely  jK^pnlatetl  rugioTus  of  Siutbeiii 
C*hin4k  I  have  more  than  **nce  called  th*- 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  definite 
Agreement  Ijetween  the  GovemmerU^  of 
France  and  England,  of  January,  l^tlG, 
tuider  which  eiwm  nation  UJulert<x>k  to  use 
its  good  oftices  to  secure  each  for  the 
other  e^iial  rights,  privileges,  and  iwlvan- 
tages  for  the  prosecution  of  trade  iti  the 
provinces  of  Yunnan  and  Sze^^htian. 
This  Agreement  appears  to  have  been 
entirely  disregarded  by  the  French 
Government  without,  so  far  as  the 
Committee  have  as  yet  been  informeti, 
any  protest  whatever  having  been  made 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government.  A  cJemand 
was  certainly  made  upon  the  Chinese 
Government  on  the  25th  of  April,  1898, 
for  an  assurance,  in  writing,  in  regaivl  to 
the  provinces  of  Vuinian  and  Kwangtung, 
HiTnilar  to  that  given  to  France  ;  hut,  roji 
tinning  the  jiolicv  «>f  drift  which  lias  so  dis- 
credit i*d  British  prestige  ih  Cliitia,tbe  right 
hon.  Gfiitlcnian  had  tti  infrirni  ific  House 
the  <itlier  ilay  that  the  ^issnrance  in 
writing  IumI  not  yet  lK;»en  received,  and 
was  no  long*?r  I  icing  itistslcd  i»n.  A 
fiulhcr  inj[Jortuiit  iK)int,  which  may  aHect 
seriously  British  eoninicjcial  intewsts  in 
South  China,  is  tlic  posiiiun  litken  up  by 
France  with  regard  to  the  province  of 
Kwang-si,  in  resiKJct  of  which  they  have 
compelhd  the  Chinese  Government  to 
enter  into  agreement  as  to  non-aliena- 
tion, ceding,  or  leasing.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Cnder  Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Artair.s,  in  reply 
to  u  (question  1  put  to  him,  admitted 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  had  not 
addressed  a  similar  demand  to  the  Chinese 
Government,  on  the  ground  that  the  pro- 
vince of  Kwang-si  ilid  not  affect  British 
interests  in  the  siime  way  as  the  provin:;e 
of  Yunnan  and  Kwang  tnng.  1  would, 
however,  point  out  tit  the  right  hon, 
*Tentlenian  thai  the  merchants  of  Hong* 
kong  take  a  view   of  the   iin]>t)rtance   of 


our  eomDiercial  iiitereets  in  Kw&ng<6t 
which  is  diametricaiUy  oppo§e(l  u*  that  of 
the  right  hon*  Gentleman.  The}'  ile<;lanoti 
to  the  noble  and  gidlani  Lord  the  Member 
for  York  that  Great  Britain  oitghl  U> 
Indicate  clearly  that  the  immeose  amoQiu 
of  British  trade  interests  ia  the  proTinoet 
of  Kwangtung  and  Kwang-si  aro  such  as 
to  make  it  impossible  for  her  ever  lo  aUow, 
under  any  conditions,  prohibitive 
similar  to  those  put  on  in  Madagasear 
Indo-China,  With  i*egaid  to  that  n 
interesting  and  alsti  al>le  work  "The 
Break-up  of  China,'*  hy  L<jni  CI 
l^'resfonl,  perhaps  1  may  l>e 
nu'tttNl  to  siiy  how  much,  in  my  upinioii, 
the  whole  nation  is  indebted  u»  the 
noble  Lord  for  having  undertaken,  in 
our  commercial  intert^sts,  the  visit  which 
he  has  recently  made  to  China.  Thi» 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  seemod  sr>roe- 
what  amused  that  the  noble  Lord  should 
have  assumed  the  tiew  role  of  a  commercial 
emissary.  For  my  part,  however,  I 
belie\e  that,  so  farfnun  having  diminished 
the  admiration  with  which  he  is  regarded 
as  a  gallant  and  dashing  naval  officer^  the 
noble  Lord  has  increased  his  prestige*  if 
possible,  liiy  the  peaceftd  mission  he  under- 
took to  promote  the  commerce  of  the 
j  country,  and  which  has  resulted  in  his 
I  giving  to  the  world  a  mass  of  valuable 
commercial  information,  prepiu^ed  in  a 
mannei'  si«  careful  and  lucid  that  it  would 
do  ci^edit  to  any  njan  enlireh*  engaged 
in  (onuiiercial  afl'airs.  lit  \iew  uf  the 
opinitJti  of  the  comniercial  men  %d 
Hinigkong,  1  auk  wfjcther  Her  Majes^ty  s 
(loverntni'ht  will  not  reconsitler  their 
decision  t<i  take  no  stef*8  to  uphold 
Britisfi  comniercial  interests  in  the  Pro- 
vince  of  Kwang  si.  W  ith  rcganl  to  the 
great  Province  of  Kwangtung,  the 
ninterlaiid  of  Hang, kong,  the  poaition  4if 
e flairs  is  exactly  similar  to  that  in  refer- 
1  ence  to  Yunnan  ;  and  the  opinion  I  liave 
quoted  of  the  commercial  men  at  Hong- 
kong in  respect  to  the  extreme  import- 
j  ance  of  upholding  British  commereial 
interests  in  Kwan^-si  applies  with  still 
greater  force  to  Kwang4ung.  I  hope 
that  the  right  hon,  Cfentlcman,  who  did 
not  fa\onr  the  Committee  with  any  in* 
formation  on  this  point  when  Chinese 
afl^iirs  were  last  under  fliscnssion*  will 
now  give  the  Committee  some  clear  state- 
ment of  what  the  Government  p(j|ioy  is 
to  be  in  reganl  to  the  iifjholding  and 
,  safeguarding  of  British  commercial  int<*- 
rests   in  S^iutherti   Chii»'i      Surelv  in  the 
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ettlement  of  oui-  outfltandijig  differences 
\M'th  Fraiict!  aome  attempt  has  been 
made  tci  come  U*  an  amicable  aiwl  equit- 
able agieemerjt  u ruler  which  we  shall  bt^ 
able  to  r<i-o|M?rate  alongside  of  France  in 
the  development  of  S<Hit!iern  China  on 
equal  terms  and  eonditinriH,  As  aflecting 
the  syp|K>rt  which  Italy  may  be  expected 
to  give  iiSj  if  she  secures  a  footing  in 
China,     I    regret     that     Her    Majesty's 


negotiations  were  proceeding  for  the 
reorganisation  of  the  Cbinese  forces.  It 
woidd  lie  interesting  to  the  Conimitteo  to 
know  what  has  been  the  rcsidt  of  these 
negotiations.  The  question  is  When,  if 
ever,  does  Her  Majesty's  Government 
intend  to  take  some  clear  and  definite 
action  to  prevent  our  being  slowly  but 
surely  elbowed  out  of  China  f  The  con- 
trast lietween  the  energy  of  the  Russians, 


Government  should  have  ieopirdised  the  '  French,   and    Germane,    and   their   clear 


friendly  relations    between  this  country 
and   our    old     traditional   ally   Italy   by 
having  handed  over  to  France,  so  far  as 
they    could    do     it,    the    hinterland    of 
Tripoli,   to  which  the  Italians    have  un- 
doubtedly   a    superior    claim.       And    I 
should  like  to  know  from  the  right  hon. 
Uentleman  what,   if  any,  communication 
has     passed      between     Her     Majesty's 
Govenrraent  and  the  Italian  Government 
in   regan]  to  this  matter.     I  am  glad  to 
see     that    Lord     Salisbury — who     mini- 
raised    the  value  of  railways  in     China, 
and    expressed    considerable     doubt     as 
to     whether     they      won  Id     ever      be 
eonstmcted,    and,    if     they     were    con- 
structed, whether  they  would   not  prove 
a  most  unfortunate  speculation^ has  now 
been   driven    to   regartl   the  question  of 
the   laying  dow^n    of   railways    in    that  i 
eotintry  as  one  of  su  pre  roe  importance,  1 
for   I    noticed    the   other   day    that    the  ' 
noble  Lord  said  :  "  The  politics  of  China 
are  the  politics    of   railway g/'      This  re-  ' 
cognition     by     Lord     Salisbury    of    the 
vital     part  that  railways    are  going    to 
play  in  the  future  of  the  Chinese  Empire 
will,     I     trnst,     l>e     followed      l»y     the 
jKloption   of  a   more   emjrgctic  p^jiicy  in 
!*ecunng  that   a  fair  prop*irtioTi  of  them 
shall  be  constructed  by  British  enterprise. 
It  is  well  to  bear  in  mind  that,  ahnic  of  all 
the  nations  seeking  i<i  acquire  ^rights  and 


conception  of  what  they  want,  with  the 
snpineness,  irresolution,  and  total  lack 
of  a  clear  and  consistent  policy 
which  has  marked  the  dealings  of  our 
Government  with  a  great  crisis  in 
the  history  of  China,  and  of  British 
interests  in  that  country^  ia  most 
humiliating.  If  ever  we  are  to  succeeil 
in  disserting  the  priority  of  British  rights 
in  the  Yang-tsze  Basin,  there  is  imi  an 
hour  to  lose.  In  my  ctpinion  it  is  simply 
astounding,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that 
we  wore  the  pif sneers  in  opening  up  trade 
with  China,  and  that  we  Iiave  \\aged  at 
least  two  warsat  an  enormous  cost  to  main- 
ta.in  our  right  to  trade  there,  that  yet  oin^ 
(Tovernment  have  neither'  the  enterprise 
nor  the  courage  to  move  a  single  tinker  to 
enter  into  eftective  occupation  of  the  rich 
Yang-tsze  Basin.  The  great  Yangtsze 
Ri\er  ought  to  have  been  surveyed  by 
Her  Majesty *a  Government  right  to  its 
navigable  limits,  and  a  report  not  only 
presented,  but  the  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions to  navigation  slmuld  have  been  pro- 
ceetled  with  long  ago,  in  orilei"  that  a 
flotilla  of  river  gunlnrnts  might  be 
phiced  upon  that  river  to  enable  British 
trade  to  be  carried  on  under  proper 
protection,  and  also  to  assert  our 
priority  of  claim  to  that  region, 
I  ;im  glad  to  learn  from  the  speech  of  the 
Under    Secretary     that     Her    Majesty's 


interests    in    China,    Great    Briutin    will  i  Goverrmient    contemplate    putting    some 


permit  other  nations  to  trade  in  her 
special  sphere  on  equal  terms  and  condi- 
tions with  heiaeif.  The  knowledge,  too, 
that  there  is  nt>t  the  remotest  desire  on 
the  part  of  this  country  to  interfere  with 
the  sovereign  rights  of  China  ought  to 
have  had  the  effect  of  making  our 
influence  with  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment at  Pekin  absolutely  predo- 
minant,     had     not     our     prestige     and 


gunljoats  on  the  Yang-tsze  ;  and  on  this 
ixiint  I  spi^ak  feelingly,  becatise,  as  a 
British  subject,  I  shall  look  forwart!  to 
having  their  protection  when  1  ujakc  my 
intendetl  expedition  itito  Chimg-King 
within  the  next  six  months.  I  am  Wund 
to  admit  that  the  statement  of  policy 
made  in  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  a  distinct  step  in  advance* 
and  so  far  as  that  is  the  case,  though   I 


nfluence  been  utterly  destroyed  by  the  !  speak  from  the  Radical  benches,  I  congra 
diplomatic  defeats  that  we  have  courted  tulate  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the 
and  suffered  at  the  hands  of  other  Powers.  Government  on  having,  even  at  the 
We  were  told  in  a  formal  and  explicit  eleventh  hour,  become  more  abve  to  the 
manner  last  year,  by  Lord  Salisbury,  that    serious  dangers  that  face  us  in  regard  to 
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tnir  commpifial  int^^rests  in  the  great 
imutral  miirkni  nf  Phina.  Wr  ran  not 
ufford  tn  hi>  fi riven  *ml  of  that  miirket, 
inhabit Lxl  a^  it  is  by  nearly  a  quaner  of 
I  ho  world  >*  [jopiilaljiin.  I  hog  \m  reason 
why  we  shaulil  not  seek  in  a  friendly 
faabiori  to  work  alontUHide  with,  and 
to  co-tipontte  ^nth,  all  Dtht^r  Powers  inte- 
rested in  opening  up  and  de^  eloping  that 
great  Empire  :  bat  at  the  same  time  it  is 
our  duty  to  maintain  Britit^h  rights,  and  I  sitting,  I  am  glad  I  went  there,  becau*  I 
to  see  that  they  are  preserved  to  us  in  '  my  visit  ha3  disabused  my  mind  of  niaUJ  of  | 
the  future  on  equal  te mis  with  all  other    the  prejudices  which  I  en t<*rtfiinod  aa  to  the 


are  all  agreed  that  it  shotild  be  MttM 

with  the  utmost  despatch. 

♦Mr.  M  ACnOXA  (Sontbwnrk.  Fother-  i 
hi  the) :  I  would  not  have  intruded  on  tb* 
present  ticcasion  hut  for  the  fact  of  the  | 
lion.  Member  for  King's  Lynn  atuxil  | 
twelve  months  .igo  having  enaKled  me,  br 
the*  tacit  consent  of  this  House,  to  pnyij 
visit    to    China    whilst    Parliament    w^ 


nations  throughout  the  Chinese  Empiit\ 


country.  One  of  tho^  wrong  inipt^essioDa, 
held  in  common  with  a  great  many  othf  r 
*Mr.  bill  (Staffs,,    Leek):  1   rise   to  '  people,  wita  that  the  dnneae  ptv>i>le  bad  a 

lU'ge  the  (Tuvernment  tu  consider  favour-  I  great   i»bjeetion   tn   rsiilways,       \\*hiit   aJV 

ably  the    claims  of    the    families    of    the    jieartid  tt*  Ik?  an  insurmotnitable   fdijection 

officers  killed  at  Waiina.     These  officers  '  U>  niilway  constrnetioti  in  China  waa,  of 

lost  their  livi»s,  not  in  what  we  may  call  the  ]  course,   the   worship  which    the    Chinese 

ordinary  risks  rif  their  vocation,  but  in  what  "  "    ^  _.       -      -        - 

I  have  i^oi^n  described   as  an  unfortunate 

accident  that  never  should  have  hapiR'ued. 

They  were  shot  down  l>y  tlu'  troops  of  a 

frien<lly  Power,  whose  susceptibilities  wo 

have    id  ways    been    ready    to    eonsirlen 

These    friendly    troops    were    operating 

many  miles  within  thr  British  sphere.     It 

is  true  that  they  were  in  pursuit  of  a  foe 

common  to   both  the    Knglish   and    the 

French,  and   it  is  equally   correct   that 

rteither    expedition     was    aware   of    the 

existence  of  the  other  ;  but  the  header  of 

the  French  expedition,  in  his  eagerness  and 

recklessness,  had  overlooked  the  bound- 

ai  ies  and  had  penetrated  .it  otic  time  to  a 


paid  to  their  ancestors.  The  hodie$  of 
these  EUieestors  arc  distributed  all  over 
the  i*onntry,  and  thtTc  is  a  great  objection 
to  interfering  witli  them.  But,  iiftrr  all, 
a  Chijianijui  is  jtn  astute  cianmereiid  man, 
and  now  that  he  hufls  that  he  vun  get  s 
gf)od  price  for  his  ancestors  Innly  his 
objection  U^  nulxvays  hiis  disappearecL  for 
at  a  fixi^l  rate  of  five  doUars  eaeh  the 
ancestor's  body  hns  become  a  vnUmhle 
asset,  and  when  it  has  been  removiMl  from 
the  route  of  one  railway  it  has  had  a  happy 
knack  of  turning  up  on  the  route  of 
another  projected  line  ready  for  dale 
again,  A  new  state  of  affairs  has  of  late 
grown  up  in  China  to  that  which  has  oh* 


I 


point  5H  miles  from  French  teiiitory.  No  i  tained  for  centuries  past,  ami  now  there 
doubt  the  rosponsiliility  for  this  slaughter  |  are  great  possilalities  of  opening  up  that 


rests  upon  his  shoulders,  and  it  does 
seem  to  me  inexplicable  that  the  French 
Goverruuent  did  not  at  once  express  its 
regret  for  the  oceurrenoe  and  ofVer  an  in- 
demnity to  the  families  of  the  slain  ofticers. 
But  five  arid  a  half  years  have  elapsed 
and  nothing  ha.s  been  done,  and  we  do 
not  even  know  if  the  Frerjch  novernment 
have  given  any  reply  to  the  foiiual  demand 
addresstsl  to  them  last  July  by  the  Foreign 
Office.  What  would  the  French  hjnc 
said  had  the  position  been  reversed  ?  If 
our  troops  bad  gone  50  milea  beyond  our 
boundaries,  and  had  slain  three  French 
oflieers,  the  whole  of  France  would  have 
nuig  with  flenuncijitions  of  this  country. 
I  do  appeal  must  strongly  to  the  right 
hon.  (gentleman  and  the  Government 
that  they  will  not  let  this  matter  be  pro- 
tracted any  longer.  There  are  many 
Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House  who 
take  an  intorest  in  the  q  nest  ion,  and  we 


magnificent  country,  We  already  possess 
something  like  70  per  cent,  of  the  com- 
merce with  that  country^  antl  if  we  are 
not  alive  to  our  interests,  if  we  are  not 
firm  in  our  poltcy  with  that  nation,  1 
very  much  icar  from  what  I  have  seen 
that  our  trade  in  the  future  will  not  be 
as  prosperous  as  it  has  been  in  the  past. 
I  was  very  glad  indeed  to  hear  the 
Under  tSecretary  of  State  ff^r  Foreign 
Aflairs  tell  us  tonight  that  our  sphere  of 
inrtuonce  in  the  Yang-tszo  Valley  is  to  he 
secured,  ami  that  British  gunKwits  are  to 
protect  our  interests  along  it.s  course ; 
anil  that  other  nations  will  not  Ke 
allowed  to  alienate  that  territory  to 
the  exclusion  of  our  trade.  Our  object^ 
and  the  object  of  the  Government,  nitiat 
be  to  encourage  trade  mth  ChinA. 
Whilst  in  China  I  received  very  gre^t 
courtesy  and  kindneas  dunng  my  \n«it 
tY>     Pelfin    from     our     Minister     th^n*^ 
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Sir  Clautie  MacdonaJd,  who  has  earnestly 
at  heart  the  interests  of  this  great 
pinpire.  I  should  like  to  h^ar  my  im- 
grudging  testimony  to  the  hard  work  he 
has  done,  work  which  ha«  so  sorioualy 
jiffectefl  his  health,  unfortunately.  1  quite 
agree  with  the  remarks  of  the  nohlo  Lord 
the  MemiK'r  for  York  a^  to  the  marvellous 
industry*  great  persevei-ance,  and  energy 
displayed  by  the  Chinese  people  in  the 
development  of  their  own  tnwle.  They 
work  morning,  noon,  and  night  \nth  un- 
ceasing toil  and  intelligent  interest  in 
their  work,  and  certainly  we  ought  to 
convert  thi:;  industry  on  the  part  of  Xhh 
wonderful  nation  to  our  own  commercial 
jid vantage.  We  have  e\ery  faeility  for 
approfiehing  them,  for  I  have  found  that 
a  greiit  feeling  of  respect  and  attachment 
to  this  country  permeates  the  Chifiese 
mind.  I  came  into  cont;ict  with  many  of 
the  Mandarins  and  other  leading  men  in 
Chirui  during  my  visit  there,  and  I  found 
one  of  them-  Chang-yen- Maw,  a  man  of 
vast  wealth,  whu  lit*lils  a  v<Ty  exalted 
position,  and  who  jxissesses  a  controlling 
influence  in  China  nt  thn  present  time— 
to  h«*  a  man  <^>f  wide  sympathies  and 
possessing  a  large-heartetl  tendeineKS  for 
England  anrl  its  ]*eople,  whatever  may 
bo  «:ud  of  him  to  the  contrary.  I  l>elie\'e 
that  if  we  only  deal  as  openl>^  with  the 
Chinese  as  we  do  with  other  nations  we 
ghaU  largely  increase  our  eommercial 
strength  in  that  c<juritn\  Another  point 
which  has  been  brought  out  in  this  debate 
is  the  fact  that  Chinese  can  be  made  into 
magnificent  soldiers  and  sailors.  I  have 
lieen  to  Wei-hai-wei,  and  ha^  e  seen  the 
tops  of  tlu^  vessels  which  were  delibe- 
rately sTink  by  the  i'hinese  them- 
selves rather  than  surrender  them 
to  the  enemy,  anil  ilid  what  the  noble 
Lorti  the  Mendw»r  for  York,  when 
ho  was  in  con  una  nd  of  the  **  Condor" 
would  have  chine  hm\  he  been  in  the  sjtme 
jiosition  as  the  Chinese  eommanrh^r.  It 
is  well  known  that  the  adminil  in  com- 
maml  of  the  Chinese  s*[naflrrm,  Admiral 
Ting,  is  a  mjin  of  undaunted  bravery, 
determined  to  fight  to  the  ^  ery  last,  and 
it  was  *mly  in  consequence  of  direct 
instructions  from  Li  Hung  Chang,  his 
chief  on  land,  that  ho  did  not  do  so,  I 
believe  that  the  Chinese,  properly  drilled 
by  English  oHicers,  properly  fed  and 
clothed,  and  capably  led,  will  be  found  to 
make  really  gotxl  soldiers  and  sailors.  In 
conclusion  I  can  only  express  the  hope 
that  the  (iovprnment  ^x^\\  oe  firm  in  their 
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I  determination  to  S4*cure  our  trade  in  the 
I  Yang-tsze  Valley  and  will  run  a  British 
coast  railway  as  far*  as  they  can  from 
I  Shanghai  to  Hong  kong,  securing  the 
I  possession  of  British  ports  and  British 
trade  where  thoy  (mu  l>e  pi'otectod,  if 
I  need  \h\  by  the  British  Navy, 
I 

!      *Mji.  moon  (St,  Pancras,  N.) :  I  think 
I  it  is  a  great  pity  that  the  British  Govern- 
I  ment  and  our  Legation  at  Peking  were 
!  not  better  informed  of  the  events  which 
j  were  taking  place  in  China.      It  is  quite 
!  clear  that  the  ordinary  diplomatic  staff 
of  our  Legation    there  can  hardly  have, 
during   the   short    time    that   they    are 
plained   at   this  post,  an    i>pportunity  of 
making  themselves  masters  of  the  ins  and 
outs  of  Chinese  life.    1  am  not  prejiared 
to  propose  a  remedy,  but  probably  some 
scheme  for  giving  the  Chinese  Secretary 
higher   rank   and  greater   prestige,    ami 
giving  him  a  greater  number  of  Chinese 
;  retainers,    would    give    the  Legation    an 
opixirtunity  of  oliliiiuing  that  information 
thealisenee  of  which  seems  nithei^  to  have 
endangered  our  credit  in  allowing  ihmow/* 
iFf^tiit  to  take  place,  instead  of  supporting 
the  leform party,  I  w< mid  say  that  the n*i(p 
tfrhtf  having  taken  place  it  wotdd  lie  just 
as  well  to  make  friends  with  the  *ir  fmhi 
ruler  of  China.     But  I  think  tlie  (Tovern- 
ment  and  our  Legation  have  failed  to  take 
the  best  step.     Nevertheless  the  invita- 
tion   to  hieak    down    and    remove    the 
I  barrier   which    haat   hitherto   been  main* 
tained    by    the    Chinese   Court    against 
'  foreign   ladies  was  one   which  they  did 
not  do  anuss  to   accept.     I   agree  with 
what  has  been  said  as  to  the  Agreement 
effected  by  tlie  exchange  of  Notes  on  the 
'  28th  of  April  last,  seeing  that  it  creates  a 
sort    of    no    man's    land     between    the 
Yang-tsze  basin    on   the   south    ar\d    the 
Russian    sphere.      With  regard  tf>  that  1 
think  the  Additional    Note  is    specially 
unsiitisfaetory,  as  it  seems  to  me  to  give 
Russia  an  invitation  to  pass  tbnjugh  this 
no  man's  land.    The  last  clause  runs  thus  : 

"  The  present  s[»ecial  Agreement  U  niitandly 
iiot  tu  inlerfere  in  Any  way  witli  the  ri«^ht  of 
the  ItiiSHian  (Jovernrrient  to  rapport,  if  it 
thinks  lit,  applications  of  Hussiaij  suhjects  or 
e«tublifilunerits  for  concession:^  for  railwa^'s^ 
whicli,  t^turtln^  from  the  maia  MtitK'hiirmii 
line  in  a  ^oiuh- westerly  direction,  would 
travet^e  the  region  in  whfch  the  Chine.«e  line 
tenninfttinir  at  Si^nmin-tLngan^l  Newcliwangin 
to  tie  rf»ni*trnct-ed,  ' 

My      right     hon.      friend     the     Under 
Sicretary  for  PWeign  Affairs  yesterday, 
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m  answer  to  a  (|nestion  as  to  the  meaning 
of  the  last  elanse,  said  it  did  not»  in  the 
iipinion  uf  Hlt  Majesty's  Government, 
eover  the  questit>n  of  railway  communi- 
cations to  Peking  ;  Ijiit  if  il  do(^snot  do  so 
I  am  unable  to  attach  any  njeaning  to  it 
at  all  I  fully  sympathise  with  what  my 
right  hou.  friend  has  said  about  the  great 
difficulty  of  uopitig  with  the  immensity  of 
work  %vhich  has  been  put  upon  the 
Foreign  Office  by  the  situation  in  China, 


nations,  1  venture  to  offer  ray  liumbfe 
expression  of  gratitude  to  Lord  "Salisbury 
and  thc>  (Tuvernuient  for  their  great  desir** 
tt>  preserve  peace.  Looking  at  this  que^ 
tion  from  a  eonnnereial  f>oint  uf  view— I 
liave  m\  right  to  H()eak  for  Mancheist^yr — I 
as  one  who  atteiMls  the  Manchester  Ex- 
eliange,  which  is  the  eentre  of  trade 
in  Uincashire,  I  may  have  a  better  oppor- 
tunity than  the  '  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,   who  represents   that   city,    tii 


as  well   as  in  other  pjirts  of  the  world,    judginc;  and  feeling  the  general  mind  of 

Laneashire  upon  this  point.  As  to  the 
points  raised  by  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  York  as  to  the  two  policies,  the  open 
door  and  the  pctssession  of  territory^  we 
in  Lancashire  are  still  in  favour  of  ibt* 
policy  of  the  open  door,  and  I  should  like 
to  point  out  to  the  Committee  that  the 
one  policy  is  not  equivalent  to  the  other 
from  the  commercial  pciint  of  view. 
Before  the  recent  changes  fx^curr€>fl  we  had 
free  trade  throughout  the  Chinese  Empirv, 
and  it  is  very  valuable  to  ussisa  matter  of 
trade,  bec^ust^  we  have  been  shut  out 
from  so  many  other  places.  My  experi- 
ence as  a  mcnd>er  i>f  the  cotton  trade  is 
that  we  ha\'e  Ikh^ii  nhirt  out  from  one 
place  after  anothei'.  Russia  has  shut  \u 
ontj  France  has  shut  us  out,  aud  I  deeply 
regi^et  that  the  Govennneut  \\m  aUoHeil 
us  to  1m3  shut  out  from  the  market  of  Tunis». 
This  state  of  things  cannot  go  on  ;  we  are 
bound  t€  protest,  not  only,  for  our  own 
«ike,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  people  who 
contribute  so  large  a  sum  to  the  welfare 
of  this  country.  Therefore,  I  say,  you 
canuot  balance  the  two  policies  of  the 
open  <lo()r  and  the  presened  district*. 
Look  at  it  from  a  trade  |K>iiit  of  view-— the 
result  of  the  spheres  of  inHuene^  is  that 
our  tiiuic  will  Uy  restricted  to  a  market 
of  170,000.000  of  lieople,  mther  than  the 
400,000,000  that  inhabit  China,  with 
whom  we  shoui*l  tnde  if  we  have  the 
open  door.  This  country  eaimot  aftVircl 
to  Ih>  shut  out  from  trading  with  half  the 
large  popidation  of  China.  I  have  heaM 
it  said  that  the  trade  is  not  very  Iarg<;  or 
imiKvrtant,  but  that  is  not  the  ploint  which 
we  have  to  consider.  WTiat  we  havo  to 
consider  is  not  the  present  dimensional 
of  the  trade,  but  the  prospect.  Wa 
believe  that  in  the  future  we  shall  do  a 
greater  trade  in  proportion  to  the  popu- 
lation  than  we  have  ever  done  in  the  past  ;| 
and  it  is  not  that  we  object  to  be  shut 
out  from  the  trade  at  this  moment,  hut 
that  we  object  to  be  shut  out  from'  the 
prospective  trade.     This  point  of  view  is 
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The  Russians  are  in  a  very  much  more 
favourable  position  than  England  ;  their 
territory  lies  on  the  frontier  of  their  own 
country,  and  Russians  are  on  the  frontier 
as  soldiers  and  settler?;,  and  they  are  more 
easily  in  touch  with  their  new  territories. 
They  are  not  troubled  cither  with  a 
rarlianient»  nr  having  having  to  nrake 
extra-Parliameutary  speeches,  and  there- 
fore they  ha\  e  a  greater  opportunity  of 
dealing  with  any  difficulties  that  may 
arise.  It  has  been  stated  in  this  House 
by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  or  by 
X\\v  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affiiifs  in  another  place,  that  the  staff  at 
the  Foreign  Otlice  has  not  grown  in  pro 
portion  to  the  increase  of  work  ;  and  if  I 
may  ^y  so,  1»  for  one,  if  there  weie  im 
increased  estimate  brought  in,  in  order  to 
permit  au  iucrefise  in  the  staff,  should 
heartily  support  it. 

Mb.  HARWOOD  (Bolton):  The  key- 
note  given  by  the  noble  Lort!  in  his 
speech  is  commerce,  and  in  the  few 
remarks  that  I  make  1  wish  to  spisek  from 
that  Htandpoint,  because  the  commerce 
with  China  nearly  eruicerus  the  county 
fituii  which  1  cimw.  Most  of  the  China 
tjude  i.H  {j'HUHjicted  in  some  form  or  other 
<)U  the  Manchester'  Kxchauge,  and  Lan- 
cashire is  extremely  interested  in  the 
development  of  the  Chirui  triuk'.  Every- 
thing which  concerns  that  trade  coueerns 
us  in  a  direct  manner,  and  1  am  not 
ashamwl  tt»  own  that  we  look  upon  this 
matter  from  the  pi^int  of  view  of  X  a,  d 
1  do  nut  rise  to  couflemn  the  Govern- 
ment's foreign  policy,  nor  will  I  concur 
in  any  such  eondemnati^n.  1  think  the 
one  passion  which  Lord  Salisbury 
possesses — if  so  cold  a  soul  can  be  said  to 
have  any  at  alibis  a  passion  for  peace,  and 
those  who  come  from  Lauf  ashire  will  be 
very  backward  in  condemning  a  policy 
which  has  been  guided  throughout  by  the 
flesire  to  establish  the  peace  oi  the  world 
and  maintain  good  relations  with  other 
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one  which  may  he  fairly  hrought  hofore  |  tion   of  the  facts  which  have  heen  put 

before)  mo,  I  do  think  that  tht'  wives  of 
those  ofticers  have  been  treated  very  mi- 
hrindsomely  and  very  urigeoeroiisly.  As 
I  understand,  only  one  of  these  ladies  has 
received  any  compensation  at  all,  and 
that  u  misenihle  pittance  of  £15Q,  whib 
both  the  other  hidies  have  been  told  that 
they  cannot  have  any  compensation 
because  they  have  other  means  of  support. 
Now,  Sir,  the  (xuvernment  said  that 
they  were  following  the  precedent 
usual  in  these  mattei^,  and  that 
the  case  of  these  widows  is  parallel 
tu  that  of  tht'  widows  ul  othccrs  who  are 
killed  in  ordinary  action  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duties.  If  that  be  tlic  case, 
then  I  cannot  understand  why  the 
Government  is  pressing  for  compensation 
from  the  French  Gt>vcrnment  at  all 
The  very  fact  that  the  Cxovernment  are 
pressing  for  cgnipeneation  is  an  admission 
that  you  have  a  giie\  ance,  and  if  that  be 


the  Committee  and  the  country,  and  we 
in  Lancashire  feel  it  so  strongly  that  if  it 
comes  to  a  question  whether  we  shall 
have  to  go  to  war  to  keep  the  "open 
door/' cruelly  as  we  and  all  other  persona 
would  suffer  \\y  auch  a  circumstance.  I 
venture  to  tell  the  Under  Secretary  that 
if  in  the  last  necessity  he  is  compelled 
to  take  that  step  we  shall  support 
him  to  the  utmost  of  our  power.  I 
venture  to  make  these  few  remarks 
beciuise  we  feel  very  strongly  in  this 
matter.  We  are  proud  of  oui'  politics, 
proud  of  oui^  Empire,  |>rou<l  of  respinsi- 
bility  ;  Init,  above  all,  we  are  proud  of  our 
trade,  and  we  shall  object  to  the  last  to 
being  shut  out  from  any  portion  of  our 
trading  rights  in  the  Chinese  Empire. 

♦Earl  PERCY  (Kensington,  S.) :  .My 
principal  oliject  in  intervening  in  this 
Dekite  to-night  is  to  add  a  few  wortls  in 


support  of  what  has  fallen  from  the  right ;(  the   case   those   who  are    the    prirjcipal 

hon.  Baronet  the  .Member  for  the  Forest 

of     Dean    with   regard   to  the  ehiims   of 

the  relatives  of  those  unfortunate  officers 

who  fell  in  tht^  affair  at  Waima.     I  cannot 

say  how  dfjcply  I  regret  the  hoh  iiOi>,^itmitii 

attitude  which   hits  Tn^en  atlojjted  by  the 

Under  Secretary,  and  I  also  regiet  that 

the  claim  put  fon^^aixl  by  the  right  hon. 

Rironet  should  have  been  given   sticli  a 

partisan  character.     I  want  at  the  outset 

to  separate  altogether  what  I  may  call 

the  linperial   from  the    personal   sitle  of 

this  question.     The  Imix^rial  is  no  dotd^t 

an   important— perhaps    it    is   the   most 

importarvt — sifle  of  the  question,  but  it  is 

a  side  on  which   I  wish  ordy  briefly   to 

address      the      novernment.      To      the 

oitlirmry     onloijker     the     claim     is     so 

obvious  and  so  legitinuite   that   I  regret 

that  it  should  take  our  (lovcrriment  such 

a    long    time     to     receive    satisfiictiom 

WTiatevcr  nuiy  \m\  the  cause  of  the  delay,    generous  compensation  as  we  should  be 

I  recoginse  fuJly  that  the  Government  ha« 

a    right    to    say    on    this    side    of   the 

subject    that   they,  and    they  alone,  are 

most  competent  judges  of  the  methods  to 

be  adopted  in   securing  the  object  which 

they  assure  us   they  have  in  view.     But 

when  we  leave  the  Imperial  side  of  the 

question  and  come  to  the    personal   we 

are  on  tot;dIy  diiferent  gnmnd.      Ujxjn 

the  p<*rsonal  side  of  the  question   I  t!iink 

y  Member  of  this  House  is  not  only 

l>Ie,  but  is  almost  bound,  to  form  an 
in3opendcnt  opinion  on  the  facta  before 
us.     I  must  say  that,  after  fidl  considera- 


sufferers  have  a  prior  claim  to  any  satis- 
faction obtained.  The  more  you  em- 
phasise the  view  that  this  was  a  pure 
accident,  and  that  the  French  and  English 
officers  did  not  know  on  what  territory 
they  were  meeting,  and  the  more  stronelj 
yoti  emphasise  the  fact  that  the  geographi- 
cal determination  of  Waima  was  at 
the  time  of  the  encounter  uncertain, 
the  more  strongly  you  emphasise 
difference  between  the  personal  and 
Imperial  aspect  of  the  question.  It 
seems  lo  me  that  it  is  proved  emphati- 
cally that  if  there  is  any  claim  for  com- 
pensation at  all  it  is  the  widows  tif  those 
officers  who  ought  to  receive  it,  I  do 
think  there  is  ground  for  urging  the 
Government  as  strongly  as  we  can  to 
take  inU)  serious  consideration  whether 
they  cannot  give  t^»  the  rehitives  of  the 
officers  who  were  killed  as  liberal  and  as 
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expected  to  mete  out  as  private  em- 
ployers to  the  relatives  of  those  killed  in  our 
service.  I  want  to  make  myself  perfectly 
deal-  in  the  nvatter,  I  do  not  press  this 
chiini  as  a  matter  of  charity.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  answer  to  a  question 
some  tinni  ago,  stated  that,  although  the 
claims  were  still  under  the  considenition 
of  the  French  Government,  the  English 
Gftvcrnment  were  prepared  to  take  into 
consideration  the  question  of  urgency  in 
any  particular  case.  I  do  not  think 
this  is  a  question  of  urgency  at  all ;  it 
is    a    question    <^\    moral     justice,      I 

3G 
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art'     niorallv    with    relGrenco    tn    this    question    wit! 


think  the  Government 
boimd  tt)  provide  componsatinri  ff>r 
these  people  on  the  gjovuHin  I 
havo  mentiiJiied,  and  I  feel  sur^  tfiat  if 
they  coiilfl  s*ee  their  way  t(j  come  t*.)  thiy 
House  and  ask  for  an  adefiuatfgrsjnt  thin' 


Russia,  To-night  the  right  bon.  Gentle- 
man ex:pressiHi  himself  satistied  with  that 
jigreiHiient.  If  that  was  thii  U  hcilr  tK>iUt 
of  Ills  ccrmpkint  it  WA^  A  very  small  <»fii% 
and  vi^ry  easy  to  satisfy.     I  do  not  my»cM 


would  soon  find  that  the  Hrmse  of  Com-  '  attarli  the  slightest  imDortance  to  the 
mons  was  not  disposed  t^j  ofler  a^iy  un- ,  Russian  Agi-eement.  \  do  not  think  H 
Ti«ct?88arv  objection,  or  to  adopt  an  |  offers  the  sligfitest  pmrant^o  to  ufl  m 
ungeuerouR  attitude.  WeJl,  Sir,  I  should  [  any  of  the  niaittrs  tlu'tt  We  have  at  hmn, 
like,  for  one  or  two  minuter,  with  the  in-  If  it  had  been  po8sd*h^  to  secure  ^y  a 
thilyence  of  the  Committee,  if  I  am  not  I  general  agreement  with  Russia  the  *>bjcct» 
detuining  them  too  long— [**  No  I '']— to  which  we  are  really  aiming  at,  iben 
add  one  nr  two  wnrd.^  in  refi*rence  to  the  I  everyhody  knows  that  that  agreement 
i|Uestinn  nf  ChiiKu  That  is  not  a  question  '  wtuilrl  have  been  secured  long  ago.  If  iht? 
on  winch,  up  to  the  present  time,  1  have  '  aims  of  Russia  in  China  and  ourownaimi 
\entnrefl  ti»  trouble  the  Committee  with  in  Chiiui  an>  nuitUftUy  ineo!isi&teht,  tbel* 
my  owfi  viiws,  and  I  confess  I  shtmlrl  feel  i  i  do  not  see  the  least  tise  of  perpetuallr 
somewhat  difhilent  to  be  ealled  njiou  to  urging  the  Guvernment  into  playing  s 
eontribnte    a»iy   very    valuable    eontribU'    game  where  ime  paity  shnwe  all  bis  canii 
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tion  to  Delmtes  upon  a  subjeet  wlueh» 
np  to  the  present  raonient,  have  done 
singularly  little  to  ehicidate  the  prolilem 
to  be  solved.  The  chief  criticism  which 
ha 8  been  hitherto  directed  against  the 
pobcy  of  the  Government  is  the  criticism 
whieii  was  reiterated  to-tught  by  the 
right  hon,  P»aronet  the  Member  for  the 
Forest  of  Dean,  and  which,  I  think,  may 
be  sunmied  uj>  in  the  worils  enipbiyed  by 
the  right  hon,  Gerithmian  the  Menilierfor 
lierwick-on -Tweed  last  year,  when  he  said 


while  the  other  keeps  the  best  trumps  up 
his  sleeve,  We  all  know  that  our  de»ir«J  ii 
toubtain  ageneral  recogmtion  of  tuu'sphero 
of  infiuenee.  \^'e  all  km)W  that  the  German 
i^linister  pcurUed  out  the  other  day  that 
we  have  not  the  courage,  and  are  not  likely 
to  have  the  oourago,  to  take  steps  to 
efl'ect  the  oceupation  of  that  sphcr*  of 
intinenee.  No  rlefinition  whatever  of  our 
sphere  of  intlumce  in  the  Yang-tszu  Valley 
has  lieen  italuded  in  the  Itussian  AgriHh 
mejii.     Therefore  it  seems  to  me  that  tho 


that  we  should  find  onr  iw>licy  landed  us  points  we  now  liave  to  deeide  are,  in  the 
between  two  stools — the  policy  of  the 
open  door  on  thti  one  hand,  an<l  the  jjulicy 
of  spheres  of  influence  on  the  other.  I 
cannot  my  that  the  criticism  is  of  a  very 
illuminating  character.  We  all  of  us  know 
that  the  Chinese  Empire  is  at  the  jjresent 
moment  jjassing  through  a  transition  stage 
either  of  development  or  decay,  and  urnler 
these  circumstances  I  think  it  is  exceed- 
ingly difiicult  this  evening  to  see  how  our 


first  place,  what  we  inleJid  to  be  the  limit 
<  t  i.ur  sphere  of  influence  in  the 
\  ang  Lsze  Valley  ;  secondly,  what  stqw 
we  intend  to  take  in  raxler  to  make  our 
weupation  of  that  sphere  eftective  ;  and, 
in  the  third  place,  what  are  the  limitH 
beyoml  which  any  intrusion  on  the  piirt 
of  a  foj'eign  Ruwer  will  be  regai'ded  a^  an 
unfriendly  act.  If  the  right  hon.  Bai^»iiet 
the  Mem  iter  for  Herwiek-on-Tweecl   or  his 

were 


i 


p«li(*y  can  be  nn>re  (tr  less  than  a    policy    enlleagues  hud  told  us  how  fiu'  they 

of  tranaition.     No  one  ha.s  suggested  that 

the  Government  ought  to  go  to  war  with 

other    l^iwers    in   tutler  to  preveiU    the 

estiddisfnnent  of  spheres  of  influenee,  and 

therefore    the    only     practical     problem 

that     this    House    has    now    to  solve   is 

as  to  what  stefts  to  take  in  f»rder  to  pre 


prepjireo  to  support  fler  Majesty's 
Govennnent  in  undertaking  additional 
ohligations  in  China,  I  helieve  we  shiuild 
have  advanced  the  subject  a  eonsitlenible 
length,  lM?cause  we  shfiuld  then  have  bt.*en 
I  in  a  nosition  to  confront  Russia  in  the  caso 
of  t  hina  as  we  confronted  Franco  in   tho 
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vent  those  sfilieres  of  inflnenee  from  n  ca^  of  Eg\'pt,  with  a  tinited  national  I 
l>ecoming  actual  nroteetorates,  or  to  pre-  fn>ru.  Now,  Sir,  as  I  understaral  it— ij 
vent  the  open  door  heing  shut  in  our  i  hope  1  am  not  detaining  the  Coninutteel 
faces.  Upon  tluit  point  we  havo  had  no  — ["  No  !  "]— only  three  possible  or  pnic-l 
advice  whatever  from  the  right  hon.  '  ticable  policies  with  rt'gard  to  China  havo] 
Gentleman  the  Memlxu*  for  Berwick-nn-  '  l>een  adnml>rated.  There  is^  in  the  i 
Tweed,    or  frnni  any  of    his   supporters,    first  place,   the  policy  of  Her  Majesty *« 

'  w(^  I  Government,    of   which    I   am   a    heart v 


At  the  most   the  suggestion   is  that  wc 

shtnild  come  to  some  general  agroem^pt  j  supporter. 


That  policy  I  conceive  to  li» 


i 

I 

I 
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the  oontiniiance  nf  thr  ilislinntirm — \rhich 

I  4<i  in»t  think  th<:  right  hf»ii.  iTfjitk'nirtn 

til*.'  Uridt'T  St»ciTt>Hrv  of  Statt?  ftir  Foreign 

Artkirs  IjiicI  8ufficit'iit  stress  upon,   for  1 

liolfl   it    to    ho   a    very    impt>rtant    dis- 

tiriction — InnvvtHTi  sphtjres  of  interest  and 

nphcres  of    intfuonce.     Wo  are  prepired 

to   ftilmit  the   prificTpIo   that  in  its  own 

.M[>here  of  irttercst  each  Power  should  In.- 

untitled   to   railway    Jind     mining     enn- 

oessiong  ;  Imtat  the  samo time  wt^  maiiit^iin 

that  Jill  over  China  and  in  all  these  spheres 

the   open    door  shall  he    kept    for  tnw^le 

gf^norally,  and  that  no  Power  shonld  be 

allowtul  t<i  i'xercise  pressure  i>r  coercion 

upon   the  central  Gdvernment   at  Pekin, 

Thjit  policy  ha^  two  ail  vantages.     In  the 

first  place  it  does  not  commit  us  to  any 

immerliHU.^     ext^^nsion     of     our    respon- 

»i1>tlitiiis ;     and     in    the     necotid     place» 

«o    long   as    Oh  inn    rtnnrt.in»    intact,    we 

preimrve  the   sfttht,^  tpia.       But    t    think 

the     {rijvernnient     lhen»selves     will     bn 

the  first  to  admit  thai  that  policy  i."^  t*t  sui 

PRsentially    temporary    chamcter.       The 

time    must    inevitably    come   when    the 

Chineiie  Empire  will   fall  into  decay  ;  atid 

when  Russia  has  eoneentrated  ull  her  forces 

along  the  northern  fnmtier  it  will  be  idle 

to  l4ilk   idx>ut   the   pre8er\ation   of  any 

sphere  of  infiuence.      Then  there  is  the 

TKiliey  of  the  in^ble  Lord  the  Meniher  for 

York,  which  seems  to  li^notliing  less  than 

the  assumption  Oil  thepirt  of  tbiseoimtry 

u{  th*'  nvKponsihility  for  a  protectorate  over 

the  whole    of  China,      The    noble  Lord 

wishes  us  to  reorganise  the  military  and 

naval  defences    of    the    empire    and  the 

whole    jid ministration     of     finance,   tand 

to  generally  IwiUterup  the  entire  faliric — 

if  jM)ssibIe»  by  internationjil  co-ope ntt ion, 

and,  failing  that,  by  is4>lated  intervention. 

Ho  cx'prnssly   points    ti»  the   example  of 

Egypt  as  an  instance  of  isolated  action  on 

our  part,  in  ease  of  thi^  failun?  of  inter- 

national  eo-opcratioiK      But    he  entirely 

ignores  the  fact  that  not  only  may  Uusi<ia 

and  the  other  Powers  refuse  to  co-operate 

with    us,  but    that    they    may    olfer    the 

moKt  airenuijus  opposition  to  any  idea  of 

isolated  action.     Therefore  the  piilicy  of 

the  noble  Lord  entirely  fidls  to  the  ground 

urdess  lie  is  pre|iar*^Hl  t^>  asjiume  resiioti' 

gibility  infinitely  greater  than  thai  which 

would  l»e  entaileil  by  our  having  to  defend 

itoine  particular  sfiheiv  of  our  own.     He 

has  the  greatest  t»bjection  to  the  |M>liey  of 

opheiv*  of  int4tre8t  which   may  ultimately 

develop   ijito  sT>herr»  of   influence.      He 

^k»  us  triumphantly  Mhat  i«  to  becume 
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of  the  rights  of  private  eonceasi  on  a  ires  and 
bondholders  in   the  event  of  the  transfor- 
mation of  those  spheres  into  actual  facts  ? 
But  he  entirely  forget^s  that  those  spheres 
are  already  a.  fait  tireompH^  and  it  is  only 
by  obtaining  some  definite  sphere  of  our 
own,  the  transformation  of  which  into  a 
Proteetornte    would   inflict  an  injury  on 
foreign  Powers,  which  they  are   not   pre- 
pared til  face,   that  you  can  prevent  such 
an  eventuality.     Then  we  have  the  theory 
of  the  hoiK  iMomlier  for  Chester,  which  he 
has  descrihe^l  as  the  |>olicy  of  Egyptian- 
ifting  tite  Vang-tsze   Kiang   Valley  ;  but  if 
then?    is  one    thing    more    thiin    another 
which  woidd  have  condemned   thai  policy 
I    think   it  is  the  phnise  he  has  chosen. 
There  is  really  no  atialogy  whatever  l>e' 
tween   our   position    in    Egypt   and   our 
position    in  China.     Not  only  have  we  no 
control  over   the  central  goverrunent   of 
China  wliich  we    have    over  the  central 
government     of     Kgy pt,     but     the    geo- 
gmjihirnl     conditions     of     the     country 
render    the    same      methrKJ    of    defence 
inipjssible.     Therefore    it    seems    to  me 
that  the  policy  of    the  lion.  Member  for 
Chester  also  falls  to  the  grounil,  unless  he 
is  prepared  to  contemplate  the  establish- 
ment of  at  least  a  fairly  ilefcnsiblc  frontier 
to   the   north   of  the   Yang-tssjo   Valley. 
Now,  Sir,  although  I  am  a  strong  supporter 
of  our  pjjliey,  and  although  I  believe  it  is 
the  only  practicable  policy,  it  is  neverthe- 
less one  which  may  well  be  supplemented 
by  steps  which,  if  Uiken  now,  will  prevent 
any    misunderstanding  and  confusion  in 
the  future.     By  all   means  continue  your 
amicable  negotiations  with  Kussia  on  the 
question  of  the  continuation  of  the  rail- 
way   in    China    to    Pokin,      These    are 
questions  on  which  you  may  easily  arrive 
at  some  m^^hiJit  rtiYmJL     But  at  the  same 
time  I  hojK?  the  Government  w^ll  recognise 
that»  although  they  cannot  undo  the  harm 
which  has  been  already  done,  at  any  rate 
they    can    prevent    any    misunflerstand- 
ing    of   this    kind  i>ccurring  again,    and 
ensure    that    whatever   fcu-eign    railwa>^8 
have     up     to     the     present    pcnetratefi 
into     our     sjthere     of     influence      shall 
henceforth  be  unicjue  specimens  of  their 
kind,  and  that  within   that  sphere  hence- 
forward  British    enterprise    alone   shall 
have  pi*eferential   rights.     1  do  not  pre- 
tend   to    have    the    advantage    of   any 
personal  acipiaintanoe  with   the  internal 
geography  of  China,  but   I  do    not  see 
why  the  Government  should   not  t^ay  to 
<ujy  Power  concernod  that  any  intntsion 
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on  their  part  into  the  country  .^outh  of  the 
lloangho  will  be  regardcM:!  by  ourselves  as 
an  unfriendly  act  :iiui  resented  acconl- 
ingly.  That  policy  ought  to  eeciire  the 
co-operation  and  support  of  every  I'ower 
which  desires  to  avert  the  disintegratioii 
and  disruption  of  China,,  I  confess  that, 
80  far  US  I  have  studied  foreign  politics, 
there  is  one  feature  of  our  policy  on 
which  1  feel  inclined  to  lay  the  greatest 
strcis,  and  that  is  tlie  ilesirability  of  our 
securing  a  firm^  cordial,  and  lasting  under- 
st^indrng  with  Germany.  She  is  the  oidy 
Power,  hoth  ir^  the  Near  and  the  Far 
East,  whose  aims  are  at  present^  and  must 
always  be,  practically  identical  with  our 
own.  We  have  been  always  talking,  and 
talking  again  to-night,  about  the  inevit- 
able disruption  aiid  decw  of  Empires  like 
Turkey  and  China.  \Vd\,  .Sir,  I  do  not 
think  they  are  likely  to  disappenr.  at  any 
rate  before  Europ<5  has  undergone  very 
considerable  alteration.  But,  at  all 
events,  the  external  fact  of  the  present 
situation  is  that,  while  Russia's  object  is 
almost  openly  to  disintegrate  and  hasten 
the  fall  of  the  Chinese  Empire,  the  poh'cy 
of  the  other  Empires  is  to  prevent  that 
action.  The  right  boo.  Gentleman  the 
Under  Secretary  asked  us  just  now  what 
possible  object  Germany  could  have  in 
coming  to  a  definit<3  arrangement  with  us. 
If  you  could  show  Gci-many  that  your 
whole  object  is  directed  simply  to'  the 
maintenance  of  the  strengthening  of  the 
Chinese  Empire,  I  believe  you  would 
have  her  thorough  support  in  any  strong 
line  of  action  that  you  chose  to  t^ke  in 
order  to  secure  it.  Lastly,  there  is  the 
great  advantage  that  you  would  come  to  a 
clear  understanding  both  with  the  Govern- 
ments of  Turkey  and  China,  that  your 
watchword  is  friendly,  hearty,  consistent 
support  of  them,  coupled  with  insistence, 
not  merely  suggest  ion  of  reforms  ;knd  that 
you  do  not  intend,  whether  they  like  it  or 
not,  to  give  them  the  satisfaction  of  com- 
mitting suicide.  You  may  say  that  that 
is  a  policy  which  has  been  tried  and  mot 
witli  disastrous  failure.  *Sir,  I  do  not 
think  it  is  a  policy  which  has  been  given 
a  fair  trial,  I  should  like  to  sec  the 
Goverrmient  make  up  their  minds  in 
Turkey,  in  Persii^  and  in  China  as  to  the 
precis<j  points  on  which  their  Imperial 
interests  arc  directly  or  indinrtly 
touched,  and,  having  done  so,  declare 
nrhi  ei  orhi  to  all  whom  it  may  concern 
that  within  the  circle  of  those  interests 
we  intend  to  tnkf  any  action  which  may 
£arl  Pmty, 
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be  necessary  to  safe^iani  them,  ThdK 
having  ma^le  that  declaration  to  Europr, 
you  can  go  to  China  and  say,  **  Voa 
may  conduct  your  own  government  oo 
any  principles  yon  please,  but  if 
disturlianccs  arise  either  on  the  frontier 
or  the  Chinese  Valley,  or  in  the 
provinces  \s'hich  abut  on  the  Yang- 
tsze  river,  then  those  disturbances  whicii 
directly  (*r  intlircctly  menace  our  own 
interests  will  h^-  stopped  by  us/'  This  i> 
not  a  selfish  policy.  I  am  perfectlt 
prepared  to  sjiy  that  if  y<»u  iid opted  thai 
pohcy  all  rounci  you  would  form  th*«i 
spheres  of  influence  into  agents  for 
promoting  the  general  widfan?  of  the 
Empire,  1  believe  that  both  in  China  and 
Turkey  the  one  desire  is  to  arrive  ait  m 
cordial  and  friendly  understanding  with 
this   country.      The  attitude     of     thc«e 

I  countries    at    the    present      monu  nt    i^ 

'  this : 
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**  We  know  perfectly  well  that  Um'  > 
Engliififl  are  far  more  coim-iciLMit  will 
thitn  tliuse  of  aiiv  otlier  European  ti/u 
only  thing  of  \^  hirh  we  ur«  not  mire  i> 
KTighiiid  Attaches HntticieiitiriijvorUiutt  I , 
ohjtsct-s  to  jii^tifj^  UB  in  intjurrmg  tjie  viitmty  (4 
other  l*o\vei"8." 

It  is  therefore  necessary  that  they  should 
be  placed  in  a  position  to  deal  with  iis 
directly,  and  tliat  there  hhould  Iw 
correspondence  l>etwcen  the  Govern- 
ments  at  Pekin  and  Constantinople 
on  the  one  hand  and  with  the 
Government  in  London  on  the  other 
In  conclusion,  I  woidd  only  suggest  thnl 
the  policy  I  have  intiicated  is  no  niurc 
than  the  policy  to  which  we  arc  alre/uly 
committed.  Vou  talk  ab<iut  ;i-ssnming 
fresh  respouHibilities.  To  my  mind  vou 
have  already  assumed  respoi^iliilitit^ 
which  cover  the  whole  grountl  At  the 
present  moment  you  are  jiledged  to  defend 
Turkey  against  any  foreign  eombination, 
I  provided  that  she  carries  out  reasonable 
I  reforms,  and  we  are  also  ]ileilged  t<i  ilefeiid 
'  China  against  any  foreign  eombinatii»n, 
no  matter  what  it  may  l>e,  in  all  i»iL«f* 
where  any  foreign  nntion  puts  j 
upon  the  Government  at  Pekin  t. 
ns  concessions.  What  is  tho  diUrrcacv 
between  that  policy  and  the  policy^  o! 
saying,  **you  shall  flo  so  and  so  because  it 
is  to  your  own  interest,  and  wo  will 
defend  you  whatever  comes  of  it'*?  The 
only  ditlerencc.  to  my  mind,  is  that  one  is 
an  opcn-handod  and  honest  iH:iIicy,  ancJ  the 
other  is  a  dishonest  policy,  which  Uy«<  von 
open  to  the  t^hargo  of  hypocrisy.  'Then? 
ia  only  one  clear  and  honest  attitude  to 
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take    lip,    anci    I     do     not     think    tbo ' 
Government   have   aiij    option    in    the 
matter.      These     spheres     of     influence  i 
have   already   been   created,   and   unless ' 
you  step  in  and  create  your  own  spheres 
of  interest  you  will  find  the  open  door  | 
slamnu'd   in   your   face*      My   criticisms ' 
may   not  seem  to  he   one  essentially  of  i 
support   to   the  Government,   but    they 
are  meant  to  be.     It  is  for  this  reason, 
that  the  p^dicy  of  Her  Majesty's  Gcjvern- 
ment  has   recognised   the  fact — which  I 
believe  to  be  the  true  one — that  not  only 
are  spheres  of  interest  and  the  open  door 
not  incompatible,  bnt  absolutely  identical 
and  correlative  ;  and   tlie  ordy   reason   I 
have  risen  to-night  is   to  urge  upon  the 
Government  the  necessity  of  carrying  out 
that   policy  to  its  legitimate  eoncluftion, 
I  hope  the  Government  will  make  up  its 
mind,    apart  from    any   agi-eement    with 
other  nations,  to  lay  down  the  limits  of 
those  spheres  of  influence,  and  deckre  at 
once     that     within    those     spheres     of 
influence  they  do  not  intend  to  allow  of 
any  interference  whatever. 

*Mr.  PROVAND  (Glasgow,  Black- 
friai's) :  T  think  this  Debate,  like  those 
which  have  preocde<l  it  both  btst  year 
and  this  year,  has  shown  clear!}-  that  our 
sole  interests  iji  China  which  we  desire 
Uy  maintain  are  etimmercial,  and  that  we 
liavc  no  intention  whatever  — so  far  as  we 
have  heard  the  opinion  of  those  who 
have  spoken  on  this  subject  in  every  part 
of  the  House— to  promote  any  scheme  of 
territorial  aggrandisemenL  Even  the 
noble  Loixi  the  Member  for  York 
— to  whom  we  are  indelited  for  the 
largest  and  most  complete  book  on  China, 
so  far  as  rommercial  qnestions  ure  con- 
cerned— pliwvs  the  nuestion  on  a  trmling 
ba^is,  anil  mcHlestly  calls  himself  a  com- 
mercial age  n t .  I  think  t  h  i  s  s  h  o  ws  t  h  at  at 
Ijist  commercial  mntters  are  obtaining 
more  attention  in  this  House  than  they 
formerly  did,  and  for  a  country  that  has 
always  been  largely  governed  by  country 
gcnilomen  that  is  something  to  be 
thankful  for.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  AA'airs  in  his  speech  this  evening, 
fitateif  what  had  been  done,  and  if  he  was 
more  definite  than  fnnncrly,  it  was 
merely  because  he  had  not  to  tell  ua  of 
so  many  assurances  which  he  had  re- 
quired to  accept,  and  which  had  notl>ecn, 
or  would  not  be^  observed  by  those  who 
made  ibem.  On  the  other  hand,  he  spoke. 


as  he  always  does,  apologetically  with 
regard  to  the  past,  and  be  was  mildly 
optimistic  in  regard  to  the  future.  He 
bad  many  things  to  explain  with  regard 
to  the  Blue  Brx)k  and  the  Chinese  papei-s, 
and  he  spoke  very  hopefully  of  the 
future.  But  in  regard  to  actual  results 
he  had  very  little  to  say,  because  the 
gains  were  very  few.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  siiid  that  we  had  received  a 
full  share  of  mining  and  railway 
concessions.  I  may  say,  in  this 
respect,  so  has  Belgium,  which  is  a 
little  country  with  no  navy  or  army  that 
the  Chinese  Government  need  fear. 
He  also  said  that  he  had  succeeded 
in  inducing  China  to  observe  its 
pledge  for  the  non-alienatioii  of  tho 
Yangtsze  Valley.  There  would  be  very 
little  difficulty  indeed  in  inducing 
the  Chine.He  (xovenmient  \.o  keep  their 
promise  in  that  respect,  because  we  have 
no  rights  in  the  Yang-tsze  Valley  which 
are  not  common  to  all  other  nations.  We 
have  asked  for  no  exclusive  privileges 
there,  for  In  that  valley  there  is  still  the 
open  tloor,  which  is  as  much  open  to  every 
other  country  as  it  is  to  us.  I  think  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  things  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  told  us  to-night  was 
that  the  Tion-tsin  Treaty  had  always 
been  olmervcd,  and  that  no  door  had  been 
closed.  That  was  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  when  he  last  atidressed 
the  House.  I  am  very  nuich  surprised 
that  he  should  say  so,  because  the  evidence 
shows  that  the  Tien-tsin  Treaty  has  not 
lieen  observed,  and  that  the  dooi's  that 
have  been  closed  are  very  numerous.  The 
basis  of  our  trade  with  China  is  the 
Tientsin  Treaty,  and  upon  one  clause- — 
Article  54 — which  is  usually  known  as 
the  **  most  favoured  nation  "  clause.  That 
clause  gives  the  British  Government  and 
British  subjects  free  and  equal  piu^ticipation 
in  all  prinleges  and  advantages  which  have 
been  or  may  bo  granted  by  the  Emperor 
of  China  to  any  other  Government  or  peo- 
ple. What  has  happened  since  that  Treaty 
was  signed  \  France  hiis  taken  possession 
'  of  a  large  part  of  Southern  China,  and 
]  she  has  im poised  duties  against  every 
country  except  herself.  Japan  has  taken 
I  posHCMsion  of  Formosa,  and  has  practi* 
'  eally  done  the  same  thing.  Germany 
has  tfiken  possession  of  Shanturig,  and  she 
'  has  liiirred  us  from  all  mining  and  railway 
privileges  in  that  province,  and  all  com- 
mercial  opportunities  of  every  kind  except 
such  as  she  may  not  happen  to  want  her- 
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self.     And  yel  the  right  \um.  Cxcntleman  I  Yang-tsze  Valley  to  any   other  eouninr. 


says  that  nu  door  has  Ijcen  shut.  lb  has 
not  only  beoL  iihul  on  us  in  Shantungs 
but  the  closing  of  it  has  lieen  made  in 
terras  chctated  to  us  from  Bt^rlin.  In  a 
despatch  which  wsis  printed  nn  the  4th  of 
April  last  year  our  Amhassador  at  Berlin 
Baid,  referring  to  Baron  von  liichtoferi : 

"  His  Excellency  au^^geat^  a  dpchkratioti  to 
the  fcillou  inijj  elfent :  that  Enj^laiiil  fonimlly 
ileclartis  to  Germany  tliat  niie  hiis  no  intention, 
in  estfihU^hin^  kernel i  at  Wi3i-hai-w»ai,  of 
f-'reiiling  <ii(!icintiurf  for  (iennany  in  Shnntmi*;, 
or  ot'  injuring  or  rontestin;^'  lier  rivrlitn  there, 
and  njore  especially  thiit  in  tliiit  i>ruvini'e  »<he 
will  not  t^HUu)hj*h  railway  coinnniuirjitioii." 

That  wiis  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  Germany, 
becjius^3  a  few  clays  afterwards  the 
Amhassador  ^\Tote  again  to  the  right  lion. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
at  tliat  time  in  charge  of  our  Foreign 
Oitice,  in  order  to  satisfy  Count  HadzfchU  : 


"  li  b  i*i>eeiaUy  aiulen*ttn>«l   ihjit    Englan*! 
will  not  ooiTHtruft  imy  niilnwul  ronimmuratiun 
fron*  Wei-liai-wei  or  fnnti  any  other  [loiiit  on 
the  coiLHl  to  the    iiilorior  of  the    pn>viu<'u   «»f  I  railway 
Shiaitnng." 


Therefore  we  not  ordy  closed  that  door, 
l)Ut  we  allowed  Germany  t^^^j  state  the 
terms  on  which  the  door  should  ho  elriseii 
Again,  take  the  railway  agreemetit 
entered  into  only  some  few  weeks  ago 
with  Rua.sia.  In  that  we  practically 
agree  that  Htissia  shall  close  the  iloor 
against  oinselves  so  far  as  Manchiu'ia 
is  concerneil.  Now,  how  vaui  any  of  these 
cases  be  reconciled  with  the  principle  of 
the  most  favoured  nation  clause,  which 
was  to  secure  our  [mrticipiition  in  all  privi- 
leges, imnumitiea  and  advantages  which 
were  given  to  any  other  country  or  might 
T>e  given  hereafter  to  any  other  country  1 
But,  lH?sidet*  this,  all  these  parts 
of  China  whit^h  have  !»een  already 
appropriated  by  other  countries  are 
now  defininl  areas  in  which  France, 
Japan,  <iernuiny,  and  Kussia  have 
exchisive  rights,  nnd  we  have  lieen  warned 
(iff  in  every  case,  and  we  can  t^litain  no 
eoncessi«in  of  any  desiription  except  by 
their  permission,  and  that  will  eertiiinly 
not  lie  given  in  regard  to  atiyihirig  which 
they  want  themselves.  On  the  other 
hand*  the  Yang-tsze   Valley   is   open  to 


In  liiir  deidings  with  Russia  wc  hftvi*  cap 

ducted  our  business  without  detititteness; 

whcreas,  on   the   other  luuid,  Kussia  h*'* 

clearly  defined  her  policy.     The  rosatt  ia 

that   Russia  has  obtaijieti  many  cleAiiiti} 

adxantages,    whereas    we    have    ohtuined 

nothing  at  all     The  Russian  Aijr»^^emenl 

dehiies    their    rights    in    Mancnuna    its 

coming  to  the  Gieat  WnW,  which  i-s  within 

alicmt  50  miles  of  Pekin.     Our  a^eement 

does  not  define  the  Yang-tsze  Valley  or 

that  immense  area  of  country  lietween  the 

Yang-tsze  Valley  and  the  Great  Wall  which 

has  }»ecn  spjken  of  a*  **  no  man's  lanil** 

Wa  may  dejieiid  upm  it  that  it  will  mil 

be  **  no  mans  land  '*  very  long,  und   we 

shall  \\m\  that  some  country  hii*i  i>1>tjunt*(i 

rights    there   and   we   shall    he   excliidi'tl 

from    it.      Her    Majesty's    CToVermnent 

have  stated  that  they  do  not  consiilcr  the 

Russian  Agreement  covered  a  railway  to 

IVkin  :   but  accnr<ling  to    the    telegrams 

frmn  China  it  is  stated  distinctly  that  it 

is   on  the  basis  of  that   Agreement  thai 

Russia  h,'i,s  asked  for  the  coneeiisioii  %4  at 

to    eorrnect    l*ort    Arthur   with 

Pekin,     It  eertairdy  appears  as  if  the  stnte- 

ment   of    7%'    Titnr,<   correspondent    wsis 

borne  out  by  all  that  took   place  at  the 

time.     Our  Government  apparently  knew 

nothing   abotit   Russia's    intentions    with 

regard     to    tliat     railway  ;     or    if     ^\ 

they  surely    would  not   enter  into   such 

an  agreement  if    it    was   to  be    immefli- 

at^dy   set   aside  ?       There    was    n    very 

extraordinary     eirciimst^ince     connected 

with  our  representative  at  8t.  Petersburg 

in  connection  with  that  Agi-eemont     Tht? 

Russian  Government  informed  him   that 

they  did  not  make  any  tlcmaml  on   iho 

!  Chinese   Government,   but  merely   nuuU* 

I  a    friendly    request,    which    our    repro- 

I  sentative  connnnincated    to  thr  Govoni- 

I  ment  at   Pekin,  and  wiis  answenHl  to  the 

effect  thjit  Russia  had  made  the  deniHri«l^ 

and  would  not  take  any  refusid.  The  papers 

j  in  regard  to  this  matter  have  not  been  Uid 

i  U[>or>  the  Table,  and    we    shall   not    pn> 

bably    see    them    printed    this    session, 

I  When  the  finestion  comfis  tip  again  on  the 

;  ne.xt  China  Ih'bate  no  doubt  we  shall  find 

I  that  Russia  has  obtained  everything  she 

I  wants,  and  that  she  has  paid  no  attention 

I  whatever  to  the  Agreement  signed  ordy 

five    weeks    ago.       What    is    going    to 


i 


i 


i 


everylKxly  ;  we  have   no  exclusive  rights  *  be  the  result  of  this]     Russia  hjis  grad 

'  ually  come  down  from  the  norths  step  by 
step,  for  gene  rations,  and  she  will  very  soon 
control  all  Northern  China,  anil  Pekin  m 


there,     noi'     could     we    8a\^    one     w^or< 
with     reference     to     any      nnning      or 
railway  uoncessions  being  gi-anUnl  in  the 

Mr.  Promndt 
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well  eventually.  Tien-tsin  is  the  gate  of 
Maiichuriti  and  the  port  thnaigli 
which  all  the  imports  go  which  nre 
sent  to  the  iiurth  of  the  Great  Plsiin, 
and  there  our  toiHuige  was  in  1896 
represented  by  1,250,000,  whilst  Russia 
was  absrilutely  uiirt*preseiited  by  a  single 
vessel.  And  yet  the  whole  of  Northern 
China  is  going  to  pass  undei*  the  control 
of  Russia.  I  know  that  I  need  not  tender 
advice  to  the  (iovernment  upon  this 
<piestion.  It  is  only  necessary  for  ns 
to  point  riut  where  they  make  mistakes,  or 
express  nur  approval  wliere  they  arc 
successful.  If  Russia  does  all  these  things 
while  the  Mjinchuriari  railroad  is  building, 
what  will  she  flo  when  it  is  finished  1 
Naturally  Russia  will  then  be  in  a  position 
to  send  as  large  an  army  as  she  pleases  to 
Northern  China^  and  then?  woulrl  be 
nothing  to  hinder  her  even  taking  p»sses- 
81  on  nf  the  Vang-tszt*  Valley,  and  we 
should  he  powerless  to  prevent  her  doing 
that.  That  point  hjis  been  dealt  with 
by  other  speakers  in  this  House, 
and  it  certaiidy  has  been  referred 
to  many  times  by  our  Minister  at  P'ekin. 
The  right  hon.  (tentleman  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affiiirs 
roentioue(i  one  circumstance  which 
he  said  was  always  alludefl  to  by 
speakers  on  thixS  side,  and  that  was  that 
the  Govenunent  lost  prestige  when- 
ever a  conccHsion  was  given  to  any 
other  country.  But  it  is  not  on  ac- 
count of  Cfuieessions  to  other  countries 
that  we  have  lost  pmstigc.  The  fact 
is  that  we  h«ave  been  losing  prestige 
for  years  in  China  under  the  government 
of  Itoth  parties ;  but  of  all  the  series  of 
iliploniatie  rebuffs  we  have  received  in 
China  the  most  serious  was  sustairn^rl 
by  us  by  the  withdrawal  of  our 
men-of-war  from  Port  Arthur  and  the 
abinrhmment  trf  nur  rights  m  Shantung. 
Another  reason  for  our  loss  of  prestige 
was  the  acceptance  of  assurances  frc»m  the 
Chinese  Government  and  the  representa- 
tives of  other  Governmenifi  which  meant 
nothing  at  all,  for  they  were  merely  given 
to  Silt  is fy  our  rej)resentative  ;  many  were 
not  observed,  and  were  never  int4?udcd  to 
W  observed.  Under  the  late iWcrnment 
we  abandoned  our  claim  to  a  poition  of 
Southeirt  China,  and  although  the  Chinese 
were  under  a  signed  Agreenjent  with  us 
not  to  give  up  that  lenitory  to  any  other 
country,  yet  in  the  very  next  year  it 
was  hande*!  over  to  France.  And  what 
did  we  do  in  this  matter  I     Why,  nothing 
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at  all.  That  was  all  done  by  the  last 
Government,  and  I  am  speaking  in  no 
party  sense  in  connection  with  these  niis- 
takes  ]>y  the  Foreign  Oflice,  because  the 
last  Government  Wcis  no  better  than  this 
Government  in  this  respect.  The  only 
difterence  is  that  the  present  Government 
has  had  ten  times  more  opportunities  of 
making  misUikes  than  its  predecessors, 
antl  has  Uiken  advantage  of  them 
alb  Our  commercial  policy  in  China  has 
lieen  neglecttnl,  and  neither  CTOvernment 
hfis  made  any  serious  attempt  t<» 
secure  our  eommercial  interests.  All 
thes4?  things  ha\e  eausetl  a  great  loss  of 
prestige.  Now,  it  is  a  very  remark 
able  fact  that  while  the  Goveriunent 
policy  is  Hupposefl  to  be  dictated  by 
the  promotion  f»f  our  erunmereial  interests, 
there  is  amongst  the  eomnKUeial  men  of 
that  country  a  feeling  prevailing  of  the 
very  deepest  diss,atisfjicition  at  the  wa}'  in 
which  the  possibilities  of  Chinese  tnule 
have  been  neglected  for  many  years  past. 
You  could  nrit  fintl  a  do/.en  commercial 
men  in  China  who  would  not  blame  both 
this  and  the  last  Government  for  theii- 
neglect  of  our  real  interests.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  Government 
have  ever  taken  advice  from  Chinese 
morchant8,or  from  soiutcs  other  than  their 
strietly  official  channels.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  Government  have  been  much 
more  industrious  of  late»  but  their  policy 
has  been  of  little  benefit  to  the  com- 
mercial community.  Take  the  much- 
lauded  opening  up  of  the  Chines©  water- 
ways, which  weie  spoken  of  in  such 
glowing  terms  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury.  It  is  idle  to  say  that  wo  have 
any  waterway  rights  in  China  when  the 
regulatifms  and  restrictions  prevent  us 
tiiking  advantage  of  them.  They  have 
given  something  to  us  on  paper»  and 
taken  it  away  from  us  in  fact.  I  have 
had  long  business  experience  with  China, 
and  ahnost  everything  I  have  to  say 
about  the  people  is  in  theii-  favour,  foi' 
the  Chinese  merchants  are  honourable 
and  enteiprising,  and  that  is  quite 
as  much  as  can  be  said  for  the 
commercial  classes  in  any  country 
under  the  sun.  If  wo  are  to  retain  the 
trade  we  still  have  in  China  and  increase 
it  in  profK>rtion  as  commerce  with  China 
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increases,  then  the  Government  must  he  !  *Mr.  YERBURGH  :  I  understood  the 
firmer  than  it  has  been  in  the  past  in  lay-  •  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  that 
ing  down  a  policy  and  maintaining  it.  li  '  under  the  Agreement  Russia  would 
the  Government  fail  to  do  this,  we  must ,  have  a  right  to  constnict  this  rail- 
inevita])ly  lose  the  greater  part  of  the  '  wa}'  to  Pekin,  and  I  was  going  to  show 
trade  which  we  have  with  Chinjj  at  the  !  that  Russia  could  not  possibly  have  any 
present  time.  The  present  Govenniient,  such  right.  If  we  look  at  page  90  of  the 
through  their  supineness  and  policy  of  Blue  Book  we  see  that  the  Note  of  Sir 
drift,  do  not  know  to-day  what  their  policy  I  Charles  Scott  to  Count  Muravieff  states : 

will  be  this  day  month,  and  that  is  the       ,.  rp,    .    ^i  ^  •  i    \  *  • 

•^      .  1    .   '         .      •      /-ii  •  That    the  present    special   Ain-eeiiient  w 

way  our  commercial  niterests  m  China  ;  n^t^irally  not  to  interfere  in  anv  way  ^-ith  the 
have  been  dealt  with.  Unless  this  is  ri«,'ht  of  the  Russian  Government  to  support 
changed,  and  a  definite,  clear,  consistent,  a]»plioations  of  Russian  subjects  for  conces- 
and  firmer  policy  is  adopted,  which  will  !  ""''''l^  ^^^^  railways  which,  starting  from  the 
1  ^if  ^     r  fi-      />i  J.  '  niain    Manchunan   line  in  a   south- westerly 

command  the  respect  of  the  (Tovernmeiit    airection,  would  traverse  the  region  in  whioli 
at    Pekin    and    the    Powers    represented    the  Chinese  line  terminating'  at  Sinniinting 
there,  we  need  not  expect  that  we  shall  be    and  Newchwanjj:  is  to  be  construeteil." 
able   even   to   retain   in  China  the  com-    ^v^.]]^  there  is  a  line  already  eonstruete<l 


mercial  advantages  which  we  have  at  the 
present  moment.  : 

♦Mr.  R.  a.  YERBURGH  (Chester) :  I  ' 
express  my  congratulations  to  the  Govern-  , 
ment   on   their   Agi-eement   with  Russia.  I 
I  have  had  the  honour,  for  some  time,  of  | 
advocating  such    an    Agi'eement,    for    I 
believe  it  is  the  best  way  of  securing  the 
interest  of  this  country  in  China.     I  do  , 
not    lay  great  stress   on  the  Agreement 
itself,  for  it  is  not  a  very  extensive  one  ;  I 
but  I  look  upon  it,  not  for  what  it  gives 
at  the  present  time,  but  rather  for  what 
it  foreshadows   in   the  future.     1   would 
like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  i 
Under     Secretary    for    Foreign    Affairs  , 
whether  I  am  right  in  understanding  that  i 
he  said  that  the  Agreement  gave  Russia 
the  right  to  construct  a  railway  to  Pekin  ? 

*iMr.  BRODRICK  :  No.  I 


nin.  YERBURCUl  :  May    T    ask 
right  hon.  friend  what  he  did  say  'i 


as  far  a«  the  Great  Wall,  and  it  is  there- 
fore obvious  that  Sir  Charles  Scott's  Note 
cannot  be  constnied  as  giving  power  to 
Russia  to  make  a  railway  in   the  region 
between   the    Great    AVall    and     Pekin, 
where    no   railway   is   to  be  constructed 
by   the    British    Corporation.     I     would 
'  go  even  further  than  that.     If  the  Memo- 
randum of  Count   Muravieff,  which    will 
be    found     on     page    ^<4     of    the     Blue 
'  Book,  is  looked  at,  it  will  be  found  that  it 
I  deals  with  the  extension  of  the    railway 
from   the   junction    of  Hsiao-hei-Shan  to 
Sinniinting,   and  with    no   other  part  of 
the  line.     It  is  pointed  out  that,   while 
noting  the  assurances  given  in  Sir  Charles 
Scott's  Memorandum,  it  must   be  clearly 
I  understood  that  the  Imperial  Government 
reserves  to  itself  the  right  to  support  any 
application   for  railway  concessions  which 
Russian  subjects  may  desire  to  obtain  to 
;  the  south-west  of  the  main   line  towanls 
I  Port      Arthur,     in     the     same     region 
I  which    is    served   by     the    line    granted 
'  to   the  British  and  Chinese  Corponition. 
I     submit,    then,     that     this    additional 
I  Note,     taken    with    the     Memorandum, 


,    i  onlv    gives     Russia    the     right    to   con- 

*I\In.     BRODRICK:     Her     IMajestys    struct    a    railway    in    the    district     l>e- 

Government  do  not  consider  that  by  the    tween  her  main  'Manchurian  line  and  the 

Agreement    Russia   will    be    justified    in    (li.striets    situated    between    Newchwii 

making  a  railway  to  Pekin. 


*Mu.  YERBURGH 
answer  to  my  question 


whether  Her  Maj 


That    is   not    an 

1  want  to  know 

tv's  Government  think 


ang, 
Sinniinting,  or  Hsiao-hei-Shan.  AVe  are 
extremely  anxious  to  avoid  any  dis- 
})ute<  with  Russia,  but  as  Russia  has 
put  in  an  ai)plieation  for  a  right 
to  construct  a  railway  to  Pekin,  we  are 


that  the  Agreement  gives  Russia  the  right    face  to  face  with  the   fact  that  that  apnli- 
to  make  a  railwav  to  Pekin.  ^'^'^'''''  'n^^yj>c  pressed,  and  we  are  entitle<l 

to  ask  the  iTOvernment  what  they  intend 

to  do  shouki  the  claim  be  pressed.  People 

*Mk.  BRODRICK  :     The    Agreement    have  invested  their  money  in  the  New- 

neither  allows  nor  denies  such  a  light.  chwang  railway  extension  "largely  on  the 

Mr.  Provand, 


\ 
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strength  of  tlio  Goverriinent  having 
allowed  its  name  to  appear  on  tht?  pro 
mectus,  atMl  the  Russian  demaiul  has 
placed  the  Government  in  a  serious  posi- 
tion, although  I  think  it  \s  not  a  p^:»sition 
from  which  it  is  altogether  iuipossibk^ 
Ut  eseajje.  MaTiehuria  was  lo.'^l  when 
Port  Arthur  was  alhnvefl  to  pass  under 
Russian  doniiiuitiori.  Why  shouki  we  fight 
for  the  shadow  when  we  ha\'e  gi>  en  away 
the  substance  ?  Why  should  we  support 
these  railway  extensions  int^  the  Russian 
spheres  of  influence  ?  I  think  it  would 
have  been  a  better  policy  for  the  (Tovern- 
ment  to  have  attempted  to  induce  the 
parties  to  the  Newehw^m^  t'oncession  and 
to  this  concession  for  the  Chenting 
Taiyuan  railway  in  Shausi,  where  we 
have  very  large  interests,  to  make  an 
exchange  of  their  respective  concessions. 
Tfiey  would  thus  have  got  rid,  once  for 
alli  of  any  intrusion  into  the  Russian 
sphere  <if  influence,  and  have  eorifined 
operations  to  a  region  where  Cxermany 
by  an  Agreement  miwle  ^ith  us  has  recog- 
nised that  we  have  a  sphere  of  radway 
interest.  There  is  another  point  I  should 
like  to  deal  with  in  cniuieetirjn  with  our 
position  in  Nnrthern  China.  I  unilcr- 
stood  my  right  lion,  friend  to  say  that  the 
pjlicy  of  the  Government  was  to  keep 
any  single  Power  from  domiiiatingPekitL 
What  does  that  mean  /  It  means  that 
yon  have  delil>erately  tonight  made 
yourselves  responsible  for  checking  the 
advance  of  Russia  upon  Fekin.  And 
my  right  hon.  friend  added  that  the 
Govern  merit  were  opposed  to  the  trans- 
ference of  the  Imperial  Court  to  any 
other  part  of  China. 

Mr,  BRODRICK:  I  never  used  the 
words  "Imperial  Court''  at  aH.  I  saiil 
that  the  Govertmient  wouM  ativiao  the 
Chinese  Government  agai»iat  the  trans- 
ference of  the  Chinese  p<:)wer  from 
Pekhi, 

*Mr.  YERBURGH  :  I  ask  the  Com- 
mittee how,  after  we  have  given  up  Port 
Arthur  and  Manchuria,  this  eoiuitry  can 
oppose,  with  any  chance  of  success,  the 
predonu'naucc  of  Russia  at  Pekin.  I 
listened  with  very  gi'eat  interest  to  the 
very  admiralde,  al>h\  and  eloc[uertt  speech 
of  iny  noble  friend  the  Member  for 
Kensingtotu  He  did  me  the  honour  of 
coupling  my  name  with  one  of  the  three 
different  policies  which  have  been 
8Uggest4?d  with  regard  to  China,  namely, 
tho  Egyptianising  the  Yang-tszo  regioiL 


the  policy,  but  afterwards  adopted  it  and 
extended  it  much  further.  He  contended 
that  there  was  no  proper  frontier  of  the 
Yang-tsze  Valley,  an(i  that  our  sphere 
should  therefore  Iks  extended  up  to 
the  Yellow  River.  He  woidd  e%^cn 
go  further  than  that;  he  would  have 
Chinese  troops  to  defend  the  region,  and 
would  build  forts  to  defend  the  river.  I 
therefore  claim  the  noble  Lord  as  a 
convert  to  the  policy  of  Egyptian- 
ising the  Yang-tsze  region,  which,  com- 
bined with  the  pohcy  of  keeping  the  open 
door  for  general  trade,  is  the  policy 
which,  when  put  forward  last  sessifm,  met 
with  the  severest  criticism  from  the  then 
U ruler  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs. 
Let  us  fii>pe  that  the  Go\^ernment 
will  make  up  their  minds  to  Egyptian- 
ise  the  Yang-tsze  region.  W^hat  does  that 
mean  ?  It  does  not  nu^an  that  you  are 
to  undertake  the  absolute  control  of 
the  Yang-Lsze  region.  I  do  not  propose 
that  for  a  moment.  It  means  that 
you  are  to  lend  the  Chinese  Government 
men  of  c^iimcity  to  assist  them  in  re- 
forming their  fiFiances,  in  establishing  a 
commercial  code,  and  in  reorganising  the 
forces  of  China.  I  believe  I  am  right  in 
saying  that  on  the  17th  of  dune  last  Lord 
Salislairy  stated  in  the  House  of  Lords 
that  the  proposition  had  been  made  to  the 
Chinese  Government  that  we  should  assist 
them  in  reorganising  their  army  atui 
na^y,  but  that  the  ditliculty  was  that  the 
Chinese  would  not  give  asutHcieutly  inde- 
pendent position  to  our  olhcei*s.  If  that 
difficulty  had  been  met  I  take  it  that  at 
the  present  time  our  ofheers  would  have 
lieen  reorganising  the  Chinese  navy  anil 
anny.  Btit  what  can  be  the  objection  to 
our  officers  reorganising  the  Chinese  Unves 
in  the  Yang-tsze  Valley  I  It  is  rwA  bu  Is u-ge  a 
scheme,  and,  perhaps,  more  fea-sible  than 
Lorrl  Salisliury's  original  proposition.  It 
is  well  known  that  the  Viceroys  in  the 
Yang-tsze  region  are  in  a  more  or  less  in- 
dependent po.sition,  and  that  their  con- 
nection with  the  central  Government  at 
Pekin  is  very  loose,  I  l^elieve  there  will 
he  rery  little  difficulty  in  getting  the 
Vicert\vs  in  these  provifices,  if  they  were 
appnjachetl  in  the  I'ight  way,  to  iissist 
us  in  carrying  through  this  !*eform, 
Yoti  neefl  not  undertake  it  all  at 
once,  but  do  it  by  slow  degrees. 
An  ol>jection  possibly  might  be  that  the 
cost  woidd  be  t*:»o  great.  That  is  a  very 
strong  objection,  but  it  cotdil  be  tntH  by 
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a  reform  of  the  finances,  for  only  about  a 
sixth  of  the  revenue  of  the  pro v nice s  now 
reach  the  InifK^'ial  Exchequer.  In  regard 
to  the  gtrienil  question,  1  think  my  noble 
friend  has  used  language  as  to  the  con- 
duct of  affairs  by  the  Governmoiit  which 
is  not  altrigcther  justifiable.  He  siiys 
that  the  Governnient  have  done  nothing 
Uj  develop  or  secure  trade.  I  do  not 
think  anyone  cnu  bring  that  charge  with 
any  justification  who  lias  read  tne  hist 
Blue  Book,  There  arc  in  that  Blue  Book 
many  instancf^s  of  what  the  U(*vern- 
ment  have  done  in  the  direetitin  of 
developing  aod  securing  our  trade 
interests.  I  iieed  otdy  rjuctfce  in  support 
of  that  the  hist  annual  report  of  the  China 
As}*i>eiation.  The  iTovernmont  have  done 
a  great  deal  in  the  past  to  support  and 
develop  the  trade  in  China,  and  I  have 
but  to  express  the  hope  that  they  will 


no  conijideration  from  a  British  Govern- 
ment. I  know  there  is  a  strong  foeling 
on  these  benches  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
and  I  tlo  hopt^  that  t!ie  Government  wiJI 
see  tlieir  way  to  give  a  more  ki nelly  imd 
sympathetic  consideration  to  thia  cx^ 
tremely  distressing  ease, 

*The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER  (Sir  IMkiiael  Hjcks 
Beach,  Bristol,  W.)  :  I  e^iunot  speak 
on  behalf  of  the  Foreign  Office,  nor  %h 
I  intern  J  to  enter  into  the  history  o( 
the  Waima  e^isc  ;  hut  as  tliat  case  has 
been  Itefore  me  in  my  position  a8  Chati- 
eellor  of  the  Exchequer  I  should  just 
like  to  say  a  woi^l  or  two  with 
regard  to  it.  My  lion,  friend  bin 
clmracteriscil  the  condtiet  of  the  Govern- 
ment  as  **  inconceivably  mean."  Now,  it 
is    a    very    much    easier    thing,  and    a 


not    be    weary    in    well-doing.      If    th«? '  pleasantcr  thing,  to  do  what  I  amsnirethe 


Government  are  determined  to  conti- 
nue to  assist  British  enterprise  as  ihey 
have  done  in  the  last  few  months,  if 
they  will  only  have  the  eon  rage  to  under- 
take these  ref(*rnis  in  the  Yang-tsze 
Valley,  1  do  not  think  that  any  British 
CoTi«ul  will  have  to  write,  as  Consul 
Bronnari  had  to  write  two  or  three  years 
ftgo»  that  our  pioneers  in  the  treaty  ports 
have  )>een  iliseourage<l  l:*ecau8e  they  have 
received  no  effectnal  support  from  the 
Government.  Let  me  turn  for  a  moment 
t^"*  the  Waiinii  incident  referred  to 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Forest  of  Dean.  To  me 
the  position  of  afi'air,'^  is  most  sad, 
and  it  is  mafle  more  sa^l  when  only  the 
other  night  we  passed  by  nnivers4il  con- 
sent a  vote  to  Lord  Kitehein^r  for  his 
suceeHsful  ojjerations  iii  tlie  Sou(hin,  I 
tllink  it  is  a  shame  that  not  a  finger  ha*^ 
boon  put  ft>rward  to  help  the  relatives  of 
the  murdered  soldiers  who  have  been  left 
in  penury  antl  poverty.  P'or  six  years 
their  agony  has  Wn  prolonged^  and  for 
three  years  the  Government  have  known 
that  justice  was  on  their  side  ;  and  yot 
the  Government  have  ilone  notlnng, 
I^st  year  a  question  was  put  to  the  theji 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Alfairs  as  to 
whether  the  Government  could  not  t^nd 
any  money  for  the  use  t>f  these  i)oor 
peofilo  until  such  time  as  compensatiori 
would  !>c  paid  by  the  French  Government, 
but  still  nothing  lias  been  doue.  I  think 
it  is  inconceivably  mean  that  the  rela- 
tives of  British  soldiers  who  lost  their 
lives  in  unfair  comlmt  sh<mhl  have  received 
Mr.  Yerburgh. 


sympathies  of  all  of  us  would  clesire, 
and  ti)  treat  a  case  of  this  kintl  in  a 
popular  and  liU^ral  way.  But  one  ha^ 
to  Cfjiisider  what  the  effect  genendly 
of  such  action  would  1h>.  What  are  the 
circumstances  in  this  ]mrticular  case  t 
These  othcers  lost  their  lives  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duty,  as  many  other 
officers  have  done  during  thf*  last  three  or 
four  years.  They  left  behiml  thorn  nojir 
relatives  in  an  unftnlnnatc  pecuniary  pcuii- 
tion  who  stiffered  in  that  way  heavily  by 
their  death.  They  lost  their  lives  by  w^hut 
was  unijuestionahly  an  juH.'ident,  There  is 
a  regular  system  by  which  jwnsions  or 
grants  are  given  to  the  \a  iilows  or  near 
relatives  of  officers  who  have  lost  their 
lives  in  coml«it  with  the  enemy  on  the 
tiekb  Would  it  be  right,  and  a  principle 
that  this  Ho\ise  would  desire  to  adopt.  In 
treat  the  relatives  t)f  (itfieers  who  havts 
lost  their  lives  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty,  by  accident,  lietter  than  the  rein- 
lives  of  those  otficers  who  have  lust  their 
lives  in  tlie  discharge  of  their  duticn 
in  combat  with  the  enemy  \  If  yon  were 
once  to  adopt  tiiat  principle  it  woidd  he 
impossible  to  sitlhere  to  the  rules  which  now 
govern  the  War  Oftiee  in  these  matters. 
This  is  a  case  in  which  cinnpensiition  has 
\hh^\\  demanded  by  the  British  (roveni- 
nient  from  the  Frencli  Government,  l*ut 
until  the  \mt  few  days  we  have  had  no 
re^il  re^yion  to  8Upp<jse  that  the  reqiicsrt 
for  compensation  w^ould  l>e  favourably 
considered  by  the  French  Government. 
Therefore  if  we  had  granted  XAi  these  unfor- 
tunate |»ersons  something  by  way  of  exce|>- 
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tional  relief,  we  nhnnlc!  have  been  treating  j 
them  with  except iorial  favour a^  coinpnred 
with  the  wi<iuws  and  the  relatives  uf  other  | 
officers  who  hatl  lust  their  lives  Hgliting 
in  Egypt,  the  Soudan,  or  Iiidiu  with- 
onl  receiving  similar  compeiKHutioti.  I 
am  ha{ipy  to  be  al>le  to  sfiy  that  very 
reeently  we  have  had  reason  to  believe 
that  this  matter  may  be  favourably  con- 
sidered by  the  French  Government  ;  and 
it  is  posi^ibl*.^  that  .some  terniH  of 
arbitration  may  be  armnge<l.  All  1  can 
say  is  this,  that  if  that  hope  comes  to 
fruition,  if  an  aixangement  is  nuide,  as  I 
hope  it  may  1h%  by  which  it  is  adnritted 
that  it  is  a  ease  for  arbitiaticm,  then 
I  think  the  time  will  have  arriverl  when 
we  might  consider  the  ciienmstances  of 
these  inifortnnate  persons,  and  ask  the 
Honse  t<»  atlV»nl  them  some  temporary 
relief. 


Mr.  LABOUCIIERK  (Northampton):  I 
have  listened  to  the  speeches  that  have 
l^eeri  made  in  the  conrae  of  this  Debate, 
ivtni  as  far  ivs  I  can  see  the  unfortu- 
nate Government  hua  no  friend  in  the 
House,  Even  hon.  Meml*ers  on  the  oppo- 
site sidr  Jiave  taken  exception  to  the 
main  points  of  the  Chinese  policy  that  has  | 
been  athipted  :  and,  being  one  of  those  who 
withunt  respect  of  Party,  are  always  pre- 
piued  to  support  any  Uovernnunit  which 
acta  in  a  plain,  st*nsible  way  with  a  view 
to  establishing  »jnr  commerce  as  far  as 
possil>le  by  establish ir^g  peace  al)rt>iid,  I 
Come  for  wan  1  ami  tender  the  (Government 
my  humble  and  sincere  support.  At  the 
commencement  of  this  Di'bate  I  think  I 
saw  in  the  gallery  the  diHtinguiahed  reprc- 
fii'nUitive  of  China  in  this  country,  but  he 
has  now  gone  away,  ami  I  am  ^hu]  that 
he  has  icft»  heeanse  if  he  had  stt^yed  and 
listened  to  the  K|>^<»clifs  he  would  have 
thought  that  he  had  strayed  into  a  den  of 
thieves  instea*l  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
Because  e  very  Ik  >dy  who  got  up  starte4l  a 
new  theory  for  the  cuttirig  up  ami  dis- 
tributing of  China  between  the  various 
PowL'rs.  The  Delia te  was  conmienctNl  by 
the  noble  Lord  the  Meinlier  for  York, 
anrl  I  ha\'e  to  congt*atidate  him,  Ijccause, 
although  I  do  not  agree  with  much  that 
he  said,  there  is  o\w  thing  that  I  do  agree 
with.  The  noble  Member  for  York,  not 
like  me  a  [wjor  eivilian,  but  an  eminent 
wiirrion  s<iid  he  was  against  expiuision. 
He  may  be  failed  a  Little  Englander,  l»ut 
I  do  not  think  he  will  care  for  that — that 


is  a  term  which  is  applied  by  a  foolish 
man  to  a  wise  cjug.  It  is  a  term  that 
has  been  applied  to  Lord  Salisbury,  and  if 
I  may  refer  to  so  humble  an  individual, 
it  has  also  been  applied  to  me.  1 
listened  to  the  brilliant  speech  of  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  South  Kensington, 
which  I  do  not  agree  with,  in  which  he 
said  we  complaineil  of  the  policy  ctf  the 
Ixovertiment  in  China  because  it  was  a 
temjKJrary  policy.  The  policy  is  iviniittcdly 
temporary  at  this  moment,  and  it  is  the 
act  of  a  wise  Cxtjverruuent  to  pursue  a 
temporary  policy,  to  look  aft43r  our 
interests,  and  not  pledge  itself  in  any 
way*  He  was  disposed  not  to  treat  wnth 
Russia,  because  he  (bstrusted  her  ;  that 
means  that  we  must  go  to  war  with 
Russia,  In  order  to  do  that  we  are  to 
enter  into  an  alliarice  with  Germany, 
atid  the  noble  Lord  seemed  to 
consider  that  he  had  the  Govern- 
ments of  all  Europe  in  his  pocket, 
as  if  Germany  would  enter  into  an 
alliance  with  us  against  Ivussia  for  that 
purpiise.  Germany  wouhl  not  enter  into 
any  such  albance.  lint  the  nolde  Lord 
werjt  further  and  said  that  what  we  ought 
lo  do  in  China  was,  whatever  comes, 
to  tell  the  people  we  were  ready  to 
protect  them,  and  whetiier  they  were 
attacked  by  Fiance,  Germany,  oi'  Russia, 
we  would  see  they  were  n<»t  hni*t.  To 
do  that  we  should  have  to  have  an 
Army  not  nf  20,000,  but  of  2,000,000. 
Another  hon.  Member  wisherl  to  Eg>"pt- 
ianise  the  Y^uig-tsze  Valk^y.  He  made  a 
speech  of  very  impressive  character,  and 
impr'essed  upon  us  that  what  we  were  to 
ilo  was  to  take  into  our  possession  a 
Chinese  army  and  carry  all  befoit)  us  in 
China.  If  the  Government  were  to  listen 
to  such  pi'opowds  as  thai,  they  wtadd  lose 
the  cordicif'nee  of  the  country  in  nn- 
coiruntjnly  short  time.  The  Gt>vernment 
have  most  umj  nest  ion  ably  a  very  ditlienk 
t^isk  before  thenu  What  ought  to  be  the 
aim  of  the  Govennuent  !  They  ought  to 
do  their  best,  without  getting  ns  int^> 
trouble  with  foreign  countries,  to  maintain 
and  extend  so  far  as  they  cau  our  ttmle 
with  China.  I  am  bound  to  say  that  in 
my  opinion  they  have  done  this,  and  I  do 
not  see  what  else  they  coulil  have  done. 
Then,  again,  in  the  Yang-tsxe  Valley, 
which,  as  everybtxly  knows,  is  divided 
by  a  gix*at  river,  we  are  told  .that 
they  have  now  gunlioats  on  the  river 
which  can  go  up  a  thous;inil  inUes,  atx/ 
that    they  arc  |iatrolltng  the    river  an^ 
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securing  to  us  the  commerce.  We  are  '  of  China.  I  do  not  think  that  it  would 
further  told  that  certain  dredgings  are  '  ])e  possible  to  give  effect  to  his  views  in 
takingplace  which  will  enable  our  gunboats  that  way,  and  therefore  we  must  be  pre- 
to  go  further  up,  and  this  enables  us  to  pared  to  fall  Ixick  and  do  that  which  is 
obtain  all  the  commerce  of  that  district  possible  and  practicable.  There  are  some 
and  does  not  entail  territorial  expansion,    people    who    Siiy    and    think    that    the 


We  are  told  the  treaty  ports  have  l)een 
increased,  and  I  am  very  glafl  to  hear  of 
it.  We  have  heard  also  a  good  deal 
about  the  recent  Treaty  with  Kussia,  and 
I  congratulate  the  Government  on  having 
entered  into  that  Treaty,  and  I  am  glad 
that  they  have  given  up  the  "  long  spoon  " 
policy  which  was  recommended  by  a  col- 
league of  the  (xovernment  with  regard 
to  Kussia.  Nothing  can  now  be  done 
without  our  consent.  We  admit  the 
Kussians  have  a  right  to  Manchuria,  and 
that  we  are  not  going  there.  I  do  not 
quite  understand  the  ol)servation  made 
by  the  Under  Secretary  just  now  that 
the  Agreement  with  Russia  did  not  justify 
that  country  in  going  to  Pekin.  I  think, 
on  the  contrary,  that  Kussia  has  expressly 
reserved  a  right  to  make  railways  wherever 
she  pleases  in  a  south-westerly  direction 
from  the  Great  Wall  towards  Pekin.  I  am 
most  desirous  to  avoid  lending  advisers  to 
the  Chinese  Government,  because  that 
would    only    lead    to    Kussia    doint<    the 


Government  have  not  done  enbugh  ;  but  I 
do  not  see  how  they  could  have  done 
more  than  they  have  without  getting  into 
trou])le  and  producing  a  serious  condition 
of  things,  which  possibly  we  should  not 
have  approved  of.  It  is  not  to  war  that 
I  look  for  the  universal  observance  of  the 
Treaty  of  Tien-tsin,  but  it  is  to  agree- 
ments entered  into  with  other  Powers. 
Our  trade  in  China  is  very  large,  and 
capable  of  great  extension,  and  the  efforts 
of  the  Government  in  the  opening  of 
treaty  ports  and  other  ways  have  done  a 
great  deal  towards  extending  it.  Although 
the  opening  up  of  the  inland  waterways  has 
been  so  far  unsuccessful  in  the  sense  thaw 
the  Customs  arrangements  have  not  l>een  of 
such  a  satisfactory  character  as  to  allow 
inland  navigation  to  be  undertaken,  I  am 
encouraged  by  the  fact  that  those  ports 
are  recc^grn'sed  as  treaty  ports,  and  all 
that  is  left  to  be  done  now  is  to  make 
reasonable  and  suitiible  regidations.  The 
future  of  China  is,  of  course,  speculative, 


same  thing,  and    ill  blood  would  be  i)r(Hl  I  but  I  fear  that  events  are  going  so  fast 


l)etween  the  two  countries.  The  present 
(Tovernment,  I  quite  admit,  has  a  very 
difficult  diplomatic  task  before  it.  At 
the  present  numient  diplomacy  is  very 
difficult  in  any  country  where  there  is  a 
free  Press.  The  Press  generally  obtain 
all  the  news  iirst,  and  very  frequently 
obtain  wrong  news  I  am  now  speaking  of 
the  daily  Press.  They  get  little  scraps 
of      information     which      are     i^enerallv 


that  it  will  ])e  very  difficult  indeed  to 
maintain  our  authority  otherwise  than  by 
the  united  feeling  oi  the  whole  of  the 
country  in  support  of  the  Government. 
There  ought  in  this  matter  to  l»e  no  party 
feeling,  l)ut  an  entire  devotion  to  the  Ix^st 
interests  of  ccmmierce  in  China.  If  we 
can  avoid  taking  territory,  I  hope  it 
will  be  avoided.  1  fear,  however,  it  will 
not,  because  we  must  protect  our  interests. , 


the   acipiisition    of   teiTitory. 
support    the    policy    of    Her 


I   l>eg  to 
Majesty's 


wrong,  and  build  elaborate  tlujories  upon  But  j)erha})s  that  may  be  possil>le  without 
them.  1  entirely  agree  with  Lord  Salis- 
bury when  he  said  you  must  not  fonn  any 
conclusion  as  to  the  metlKnl  ni  diplomacy  Government, 
pursued  by  the  (government  until  it  is 
completed.  And  1  am  bound  t(>  siiy, 
lookin<i  at  his  ])olicy  as  a  wholt>,  it  seems 


to  have  been  a  sound  policy,  getting  as 
far  as  lie  can  into  agreement  with  Kussia, 
and  doing  his  l)est  for  the  connnerce  of 
this  country  without  conipnmiising  us 
with  that  or  anv  other  country. 


*Mh.  KKSWICK  (Surrey,  Kpsom) 
appears    to    me    that    to    «:ive    etVect 


the  recommendations 
Lord  the  Member  for 
be  al)solutely  necessary 
establish  a  protectorate 

Mr,  Labouchere. 


:  It 
to 
of  the  noble 
York  it  woukl 
that  we  should 
over  the  Empire 


*Mr.  BAKLOW  (Somerset,  Fronie) :  I 
listened  with  very  great  interest  to  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Chester. 
He  expressiMl  the  hope  that  the  (govern- 
ment would  enter  on  a  new  and  lH?tter 
course,  and  1  inferred  iroxn  the  genenil 
tenour  of  his  speech  that  he  was  not  alto- 
gether pleasecl  with  the  action  of  the 
Government.  I  noticed  that  when  the 
hon.  (ientleman  recently  spoke  in  Lanca- 
shire he  studiously  avoided  wiying  any- 
thing about  the  action  of  the  (jovern- 
ment  with  regard  to  the  present  questiciu 


I 


Liincnshiro  is  a  county  vory   deeply  inte- 
retried   in   the   Ghint^se   question,  and  it 
is  only  fair  to  suppose  that  if  the  hon. 
Member  bad  Ix^cn  able  to  say  anything 
about  the  (TovenirMoiit  which  he  thought 
might  eomnieird  th«mj  to  the   electors  he 
would  have  sjiid  it.     However,    so   far  as 
my  oxperienee  goes,  the  Government  have 
been  viewed  with  a  great  deal  of  suspicion 
in  Lancashire,  not  only  with  reference  to 
the  Chinese  qiieatioii,  hut  also  in  regard 
to  the  manner  in  which  they  have  dealt 
with    other    questions    in   the   East.     I 
woidd    not    have     intervened     in     this 
Debate    had    1    not   been    interested    in 
China  for  a  tmmher  of  years,     I  ara  not 
interested  in  China  as  the  hon.  Member 
for   Northampton   suggested   some    hon, 
Memliers      were  —  as     concessionaires, 
but  I  am   irUerested   as   a  merchant   in 
China,  and  therefore  I  have  a  more  abid- 
ing   interest    in    the    prospects    of    the 
country  than  perhaps  other  ileml:K?rs,  who 
may  bt^  interested  as  concessionaries.  There 
is   no   doubt  there  aie  huge  inideveloped 
potentialities  in  China.     A  gi'eat  deal  has 
been  done  to  secure  our  trade  in  vjirious 
parts  of  the  worhl,  hut  I  think  that  the 
present  Government  have  to  some  extent 
sacrificed  our  interests  in  China,  where 
we  already  had  a  firm  foothold,  aufl  where 
there  is  a  much  givater  prosjjeet  of  spectly 
development  than  in  some  other  jKirts  of 
the  world  -Africa,  for  instance,  of  which 
we  have  heard  a  great  deal  during  the 
present  year.      There   is   nothing  more 
certain  in  connection  with  Eastern  Asia, 
and   pirticularly    with    China,   than   one 
fact,  and  that  is  if  you  lose  prestige,  if 
you  give  the  impression  that  you  are  a 
declining  Power,  your  atfluence  and  your 
tnulo  are  apt  to  flepfirt  from  you,  and  I  I 
am  i*orry  to  say  that  from  commutn'cations  ' 
I  have   received   from   China,  and   from 
watchiug    affairs   very   closely,    that  the 
policy   of   the   present   Government   has 
given   the  idea  to  the  ruitives  of  China 
that    we   are   a   deeliiu'n^  Power.      The 
noble     Lord     the     Memner     for     York 
said   in   his    speech   that   there    was   an 
idea  that  we  wei^  like  an  old  and  wealthy 
man  who  waii  afraid  to  risk  his  money  be- 
cause he  thought  that  if  ho  risked  it  he 
might  lose  it ;  that  Russia,  a  much  younger 
Power,  wasprepareil  to  tiike  greater  risks 
and  rcsporjsibihties,  and  that  therefore  it 
baxi  advanced  in  recent  years  at  a  much 
more  rapid  rate  than  we  had-     I  have  no 
hostility  to  Ktissia.     Russia  has  a  settled 
purpose,  and  intendi>  to  carry  it  out  to  its 


legitimate,  and    from    its   own   point   of 
view  pn»per,  conclusioTU     NMiat   I    com- 
plaiJi  of  iji  that  if  our  Government  have  a 
settled   purpose  they  have  not  made   it 
clear  in  the  residents  in  Chifia,  not  only 
to  the  nati\  es,  but  to  tlie  Europeans  and  the 
mercautileeommunity.  They  think  that  the 
action    of    the   Goverimient  means   that 
English  interests  are  being  sacrificed,  and 
that  we  will  give  way  on  any  ptant  when 
we  are  scpieezed.     That  is  not  a  course  of 
pcrlicy  which  can  secure  us  respect  in  the 
East  or  eventuate  in  our  success.      The 
prospect  of  the  construction  by  Russia  of 
a  radway  to  Pekin  is  most  likely  to  be 
projudical  to  our  interests  aud  inftuencoin 
China.     It  is  possii>le,  antl  indeed  likely, 
that  this  will   not  impress   the  natives  of 
China  with  our  power,  wisdfim,  or   far- 
sight^idness.  Speaking  from  an  experience 
extending    over    niatiy   years,    it   is  my 
opinion  that  there  is  no  nation  in  the  East 
more  reliable  and  trust wortfiy  in  its  mer- 
cantile transactions  than  China.     I  woidd 
trust  a  Chinaman  as  soon  as,  and  sooner 
than,  any     other    native    of     the    East 
to    carry     out     any     en^gemont     he 
enters     into,      and      therefore      it      is 
a  very  great   mistake  that  this  country 
shotdd  do  anything  that  woidd  prejudice 
or  let  slip  t»ur  hold  on  a  courjtry  where  we 
have    undoid>texlly    done    a    great   deal, 
where    wo    have    most    of    the    foreign 
trade  in  our  bands,  and  where  a  conserva- 
tive population  were  beginnifig  to  see  that 
wo  have  long    been    their  friends.     Wo 
have  treated    them  fairly  and   well,  and 
that  population  and  its  CTOvermnent  will 
not  desert  us  unless  convinceci  that  we 
are  unable  to  support  them  in  their  just 
demands    against    the    undoubted    inter- 
ference of  outsiders.     I  was  sorry  to  hear 
the  almost   apologetic  tone  of  the  Under 
Secretary     for     Foreign     Affairs      with 
reference  to    aftairs   in  China.     Apology 
does  not  commend  itself  to  the  nations 
of   the    East-     We    must    lie    strong   if 
we   want  10    secure    their    respect   and 
obtain    the^v    support,     and    unless    we 
are  strong  they  will  go  to  what  they  con- 
sider to  be  the  rising  star  and  the  coming 
nation.     1  do  not  think  that  the  way  in 
which  we  allowed  the  lien-tsin  Treaty  to 
be  encroached  iipon  is  likely  to  secure  us 
the  respect  or  suppoiX  of  the  natives  of 
China,    In  that  matter  as  in  some  others, 
the  conduct  and  action  of  the  Government 
have  been  reprehensible  in  mnay  ways. 
The  idea  we  have  given  in  China  Us  that 
we  have  been  warned  off  by  othe!-  powt^rs, 


and  if  they  by  tmr  wtMikiiess  secure  the 
influence  we  hiwl,  the  natives  will  begin 
to  consider  whether  we  are  really  strongs 
and  whether  these  other  natinna — new 
comers — are  not  stron^Tr  and  bett^T  abJe 


very 
deal 


to  defend  an  Empire  wliieh  has 
serious  internal  diitieidtie.s  to 
with,  The  eondition  of  China  is  a 
largo,  ditlicult,  and  intricito  snUjeet, 
but  I  am  convinced  that  the  present  peti- 
tion which  we  occupy  in  China  in  not 
satisfactory  to  the  people  who  know 
China^  ^vho  have  studied  it  on  the  spot, 
who  know  the  peculiarities  of  it**  Govern- 
ment and  the  temperament  of  its  people. 
There  is  a  great  and  almost  immeasurable 
trade  to  be  obtained  in  China  ;  l>ut  we 


inrtnence  we  have  in  China,  Therefore  1 
hope  the  Comndttee  will  do  all  in  iu 
power  to  8s&ki  the  Government  in  taking 
up  a  strong,  deteniiined,  and  decideil  view 
that  Knglish  interests  in  China  mu^t  mH 
1>e  sacrificed  ;  that  China  must  be  sup- 
ported in  its  legitimate  demands  anil 
a.spiratit)ns  ;  that  English  influence  nuirt 
be  kept  to  the  front,  and  not  be  allows! 
to  lag  l>ehind  in  the  race  w^ith  other 
nations,  which  undoubtedly  is  getting 
keener  for  the  new  markets  of  the 
world,  China  presents  great  prospects 
for  the  future.  It  has  a  large,  iniliis- 
trions,  thrifty,  and  hai-d  -  working 
population,  and  it  is  in  a  country  of  th*t 
sort  that  we  may  expect  the  gre^itcst  ex- 


shall  not  obtain  it,  we  shall  not  keep  pace    pansion  of  trade  in  the  future  ;  and  unlew 

we  secure  that  expansion  it  w\\\  be  im* 
possible  for  the  people  of  this  country  to 
maintain  their  positinn  among  the  nations 
rtf  the  world.  1  speiik  not  alone  (m 
Lanctishire,  but  for  ftther  counties  which 
have  an  indirect  interest  in  the  ivelfare  of 
our  pnxUici ng  coninnniity^  anfl  I  8iiy  that 
it  vnll  be  impossible  for  us  tu  maintidn 
our  position  when  coniiJetition    Inicomes 


with  (jther  nations,  if  we  do  not  show  we 
are  able  t<»  (h'fend  the  rights  we  have 
olitained  and  that  we  are  williTig  to  take 
our  full  liability  b>r  the  ileveh>pment  of 
the  resources  i_»f  China.  If  we  allow  it  to 
bo  seen  that  other  countries  can  get  con- 
cessions  with  refereneti  to  railways,  ami 
can  ha\  e  those  railways  managed  hy  their 
own  officials,  while  we  allow  our  capital 


to  go  into  China  and  to  be  managed  by  i,  keen  unless  the  Government  of   the  day, 


foreign  people  of  one  kind  f*r  another, 
iis  has  been  said  in  this  Debate, 
then  China  will  say,  not  unnaturally, 
from  the  Eastern  point  of  view,  that 
we  are  afraid  to  defeinl  and  stainl  up  for 
our  interests,  and  therefoie  we  are  not  to 
l>e  relied  on  to  defend  ami  prrmiote  its 
interest  if  it  trusts  in  us,  I  have  oidy 
spoken  to-night  in  onler,  as  far  as  it  in  my 
power  lies,  to  warn  th<'  IVl embers  of  this 
Hotise  of  the  unfavourable  impresaion 
which  the  action  of  the  Government  has 
can  sed  i  n  C  h  i  i  la.  ^'  ot  a  f c w  h  o  n ,  JI e mbers 
have  been  in  China^I  have  been  in  some 
parts  of  the  t^ist  myself- -but  it  is  very 
diiticidt  for  those  who  have  not  been  in 
tlio  Eiist  to  realise  to  what  an  extent  this 
feeling  prevails.  Yi>n  may  depend  on  it 
that  a  strong  and  reliable  Goverrmient 
will  he  suj*j)orted,  cnst  what  it  may.  The 
idea  whicli  obtains  in  China  is  that  we  are 
not  dotinite,  do  not  know  what  we  want, 
and  are  turned  away  from  our  objects  ; 
whcreiis  other  countries  make  up  their 
minds  m  to  what  they  want  and  get  it. 
Nobmly  knows  what  wo  want,  and 
nobixlv  cares  whether  we  get  anyt!ii?ig  or 
not,  rhat  is  nf>t  the  way  in  which  our 
conniierec  in  (liina  luts  been  bnilt  up. 
Other  forces  and  ideas  have  now  come 
int^j  phiy.  and  it  is  only  by  adapting  our- 
selves  to   them    that  wo  can  rei(uri  the 

Mr,  Barlow, 


to  whichever  side  it  may  belong,  dneei 
what  it  can  to  sniiport  our  legit inmtc 
inflnenee  and  prestige  in  China,  which  I 
ft^ar  is  siiilly  prejudiced  at  present. 


Mr.  .MacIVP^K  (livei-pool,  Kirk- 
dale)  :  1  wish  to  appeal  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  reeonsitier  their  decision  with 
regard  to  the  granting  t»f  crmi^Kmsation  t« 
the  relatives  of  the  unfortiniate  officers 
who  were  killetl  at  Waima.  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  I  am  expressing  the 
view  of  many  hon.  Meml^ers  when  I  siiy 
that  the  Ciovertum^nt  ought  not  to  wait 
until  the  French  Government  rccfignisc 
their  duty,  but  that  they  shottld  do 
something  themselves  in  the  matter. 
Whatever  diflerencc  i>f  npinirm  may  be 
expressed  on  other  subjects,  1  belie vo  there 
is  no  diiference  of  opinion  on  this. 


^Mu.  J.  A.  PEASK  (Northumberland, 
Tyneside) :  There  is  one  subject  tu  winch 
I  shiHild  like  to  rh*aw  the  at  te  fit  ion  of  tht» 
I  Conimiltcc,  It  has  bet-n  already  diHcuased 
,  during  the  present  session,  but  it  is  a 
I  ijuestion  which  I,  for  one,  will  nut  allow 
I  to  remain  tindebatod  as  Jong  as  the  insti- 
^  tutiun  of  shivery  remains  under  ihc  fh  iti.J* 


873  f^upplff  [d  JunE  1890} 

H?ig.     At  the  present  moment  there  are 


I 


I 


I 
I 


8«ime thing  like  ;i50,000  slaves  untler  the 
British  flag  in  the  Zanzibar  Protectorate. 
The  Go veni merit  accepted  the  pledge  of 
the  hite  Govermtient  tu  free   theKe  slaves 


(Ciinl  Strmcr  E^imties),        S7i 

could  he  rUiiHunitbly  taken.  Fonr  years 
have  now  elapseil,  and  practically  no  steps 
have  been  taken  to  liberate  the  slave 
popiilatii^n  on  the  mainland.  But  a  new 
inter|>n'tation  1ms  been  placed  on  the  law 


at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  but  up  to    with  regard  to  the  abolition  of  the  legal 


I 


the  preseul  have  not  ciu'ned  it  out.  They 
tind  session  idt<^r  session  an  excuse  for 
alluvring  ttds  institution  to  remain.      At 
the   present  rate  of   progi'ess    there   ai-o 
aliout  750  slaves  annually  freed  in  Pemlm 
and  Zanzibar,  while   on  the  mainlanil  the 
(fovernment    have    not    taken    any  ntepa 
whatever   to   free   the    slaves    employed 
there,    and    the    Government,    1    know, 
assert  that  any  slave  can  apply  for  hii* 
freedom,  but  I   have  evidence  in  my  po8- 
»e8sion  which    i^huWH  that  a  great   deal  of 
pressure  is  placed   up<»n  the  slave  popula- 
tion  to   prevent    them    obtaim'ng    their 
freetiom  even   tlir**ngh  the  courts.     It  is 
only  recently  that  an  individual  employed 
in  Pemim  received  an  intimatnin  from  his 
Buperiiirs  that  his  services  wei^  no  longer 
retpiiretl,  ami  when  one  c^mio  to  inquire 
into  the  rea.^on   it  wan  found  that  it  was 
attrihuteci   to  the    fact   that   h©  had  en- 
deavoured to  secure  jiis^tice  for  the  slaves 
as  against  the  Arab  slave  masters.     There 
was  a  Delmte  a    short  time  ago  on  the 
question   of   the  retention    of  slaves  by 
British   subjects,    and    some  doubt    was  | 
expressed   l>y     h*>n,     MemT»ers     of    this 
House    as    to     whether     it     was    legal 
for    a    British    subject    to  administer  a  j 
hiw  allowiiig  the  detention  of  slaves.     An  , 
Order  in  Council   passed  in  1877    applied 
the  In<ban  Penal  Oxie  to  the  dominions 
of   the   8ultan   of  Zanzibar,   and  Section  j 
370  of  that  Code  enacts  that  whoever  dis- , 
poses  of,  accepts,  or  detains  any  person  tin 
a  slave   shall  be  lialile,  with  or  without  a 
fine,  to  imprisonment  for  seven  years.     I 
hold   that   e\cry  on«.^  of  Her    Majesty's 
Ministers  who  are  parties  to  the  atlmiuis- 
tration  of  tlie  law  with  it^gard  to  slavery  ' 
are    really   detainers   of    slaves   and   are  j 
morally  guilty.     All  that  is  asked  is  that  j 
the  Government  shf»nld  keep  the  pledge  i 
it   gave   to    Parliament.       In    1895  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  stated  that  he 
would  be  glad   to   uke  any  steps  that 


status  of  slavery.    Hitherto,  in  the  Indian 
Empire,  it  has  always  liecn  interpreted  as 
practically  the  siimc  as  the  abolition    of 
slavery  itself ;  l>ut  in  the  I^ist  Coast  Pro- 
tectorate   a    different  interpretation   has 
been    placed    upon  it,  and    the    spirit  in 
which  the  law  is  administered  is  indicated 
by  the  necessity  imposed  on  a  slave  to  go 
into  the  courts  in  onler  to  obtain  his  free- 
dom.     The  j»roC4'ss  is  made  clifticidt  l)y  the 
native    officials,    whri    themselves  own    a 
large     number     of     slaves.     The    policy 
adopted  by  the   Government  with  regard 
to  the  slave  population  lias  been   to  con- 
ciliate the  Arab   pofiulatiun   rather  than 
do  justice  to  the  slaves.   The  Goverimient 
appear   to   mo  to   have  exaggeratetl   the 
rights   of  the   Mohammedan    population, 
and    as    an    illustration    I    might    pf)int 
to  the  fact  that  while  n<»  subject  of  the 
Sultan  is  allowed  to  inherit  any  slaves, 
unless  he  is  the  son  of  the  owner,  yet  the 
present  Sultan  was  permitted  to  inherit 
,10,000  slaves  from  the  prcvii^us  Sultan, 
although  he  is  not  a  direct  descendant. 
That  shows  the  spirit  in  which  the  law  is 
adndnistered.     I    might   tdso   refer  to  a 
re\'olting  case  of  cruelty  which  occurred 
in  1806,  when  a  man  placed  a  slave,  for 
running  away,  in  doid*lo  irons,  connecttsd 
by  a  bar  near  the  ankles,  and  to  prolong 
his  nuscry  a  ccx^oanut  wtis  given  to  him 
morning  and    evening.      The  miseralde 
slave  continue<l  in  the  same  spot,  ex]>osed 
to  all  kinds  of  weather,  for  seven  months. 
The  owner  receive<l  a  sentence  of  seven 
years'  imprisonment,  but  the  moment  the 
judge's  I)ack  was  turned  to  come  home  on 
a    holiday  at  the  instance,   1  believe,  of 
Sir  Llovd   .Mat  he  us,   the  Sultan's   Prime 
Minister^  the  Arab,  who  hael  almost  killed 
the  slave,  was  liber'ated  from  gaol,  Such 
an  act  of  stj-calletl  elemency  was  calcu- 
lated, of  course,   to  give  encouragement 
t-o  other  Arabs  to  ill-treat   their   slaves, 
I  object  to  the  policy  of    the  Govern* 
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Assistants  BiU, 
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111  en t  on  this  question  on  several  grounds, 
hut  I  ohject  very  strongly  on  the 
ground  that  they  have  made  an  exception 
in  favour  of  allowing  the  concubines 
of  the  Arab  population  to  be  exempt 
from  the  decree.  I  know  the  Foreign 
OflBce  justify  this  on  the  ground  that  the 
children  of  concubines  would  become 
bastards  if  the  concubines  were  allowed  to 
take  advantage  of  the  decree.  But  no 
question  of  legitimacy  or  any  alteration  of 
connubial  rights  was  raised.  We  desire 
to  raise  the  moral  tone  of  the  home  life  of 
the  Arab  population.  There  are  many 
concubines  at  present  who  are  not  slaves, 
and  all  the  concubines  of  the  Arab  popula- 
tion should  have  the  same  opportunity  of 


going  into  court  to  secure  their  freedom 
as  other  slaves. 

It  being  midnight,  the  Chairman  left  the 
chair  to  make  his  report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  progress ;  to  sit  again 
upon  Monday  next. 

SEATS  FOR    SHOP  ASSISTANTS 
(ENGLAND  AND  IRELAND)   BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  reported, 
without  Amendment ;  Bill  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Adjourned  at  fi  ve  minutes  after  Twelve 
o'clock  till  Monday  next. 
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PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


The  Lord   Chancellor  acquainted   the 

House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 

had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates 

from   the   Examiners    that    the    further 

^    Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  foUow- 

g    ing  Bills  have  been  complied  with  : 

:^ 

^     BELFAST  AND  NORTHERN  COUNTIES 
5  RAILWAY. 

^  BOOTLE  CORPORATION. 

§        The  same  were  ordered   to  lie   on  the 

:|    Table. 

^         STANDING  ORDERS  COMMITTEE. 
§        Report  from,  That  the  Standing  Orders 
^    not  complied  with  in  respect  of  the 

•§         BAKER  STREET  AND  WATERLOO 
S  RAILWAY  BILL 

^  ought  to  be  dispensed  with  and  the  Bill 

^^  allowed  to  proceed,  provided  the  names 

^  of  the  Great  Central  Railway  Company 

^  and  of  the  Waterloo  and  City  Railway 

i  Company  be  struck  out. 

§        That  the  Standing  Orders  not  complied 
g    with  in  respect  of  the 

^  BELFAST  CORPORATION  BILL 

^  ought  to  be  dispensed  with  and  the  Bill 

^  allowed  to  proceed,  provided  Clause  23  be 

^  struck  out. 

r§        Read,  and  agreed  to. 

^       STOCKPORT  CORPORATION  WATER 
J:  BILL 

'^        A  witness  ordered  to  attend  the  Select 
Committee. 

CALEDONIAN     RAILWAY     (GENERAL 
POWERS)  BILL.    [Lords.] 

The  Queen's    consent    signified;    and 
Bill  reported  with  Amendments. 

ABERDEEN  JOINT  PASSENGER 
STATION  BILL.    [Lords.] 

Reported  with  Amendments. 

NORTH   PEMBROKESHIRE  AND   FISH- 
GUARD  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Reported  without  Amendments. 

VOL.  LXXIL       [Fourth  Sbriks.] 


NORTHWEST  LONDON  RAILWAY 
BILL. 

The   Queen's    consent    signified;    and 
Bill  reported  with  amendments. 


LANCASHIRE   AND  YORKSHIRE  RAIL- 
WAY  (VARIOUS  POWERS)  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  hatl  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  thereto  having  been  with- 
drawn ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table :  The  orders  made  on  the  25th  of 
April  and  Tuesday  last  discharged ;  and 
Bill  committed. 


WETHERBY  DISTRICT  WATER  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  Committee  had  not  proceeded 
with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  thereto  having  been  with- 
drawn ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table :  The  orders  made  on  the  25th  of 
April  and  Tuesday  last  discharged  ;  and 
Bui  committed. 


WEST  HIGHLAND  RAILWAY  BILL. 

[Lords.] 

Commons  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

TRANSVAAL   MORTGAGE  LOAN  AND 
FINANCE  COMPANY  BILL  [Lords.] 

Read  3%  and 
Commons. 


passed  and  sent  to  the 


CROWBOROUGH  DISTRICT  WATER 
BILL 

Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 


ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  14)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

GAS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  (No.    1) 
BILL.  [Lords.] 

GAS  AND  WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMA- 
TION  BILL.  [Lords.] 

WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  BILL. 

[Lords.] 

House  to  be  in  Committee  To-morrow. 
2H 
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22nd   instant, 


METROPOLITAN     COMMON    SCHEME  I  to  meet  on  Thursday,  the 

(HARROW  WEALD)  PROVISIONAL  I  at    Eleven   o'clock ;    and     aU     petitions 

ORDER  RILL.  ,  referred  to  the  Committee,  with  leave  to 

House    in    Committee    (accorduig    to  i  ^he  petitioners  praying  to  be   heaid  by 

order) ;   Bill  reported,   without    amend-  j  counsel  against  the  Bifls  to   be  heaid  as 

ment :    Stonding  Committee    negatived  ;   desired,  as  also  coimsel  for  the  Billa. 

and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  To-morrow. 


ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  1)  BILL  [Lords.] 

Read    3*   (according     to    order),   and 


ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  4)  Bill. 

Read    2*     (according    to    order),   and 
passed. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  9)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTINCi  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  11)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Read    3'    (according    to    order),   and 
and  sent  to  the  Commons. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  dbc. 


TREATY  SERIES,  No.  14  (1899). 
Withdrawal  of  Montenegro  from  the 
International  Union  for  the  protection  of 
Literary  and  Artistic  Works. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1804. 
Return  as  regards  Ireland  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December  1898. 


ELECTRIC 


LKiHTING 

1888. 


ACTS,  1882  AND 


ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Amendments    reported    (according  to 
order),  and  Bill  to  ])e  read  3*  To-morrow. 


Special  Reports  hy  the  Board  of  Trade 
under  Section  1  of  the  Electric  Lighting 

Act,  1888  :— 

1.  City  of  London  Electric  Lighting 
II.  Gateshead  Electric  Lighting. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  RECORDS  (COURT  OF 
EXCHEQUER). 

Second  Schedule  of  classes  of  docu- 
ments which  formerly  were,  or  ought 
to  have  been,  in  the  Office  of  the  King's 
or  Queen's  Remembrancer,  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, or  of  the  Clerk  appointed  to 
take  charge  of  the  Port  Bonds  or  Coast 
Bonds,  and  which  are  now  in,  but  are  not 
considered  of  sufficient  public  value  to 
justify  their  preservation  in,  the  Public 
Record  Office. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  LOAN   BOARD. 

Twenty-fourth  Annual  Report  for  1898- 
99,  with  Appendices. 

Laid  before  House  (pursuant  to  Act) 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, that  the  following  Lords  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  to  form  the  Select 
Committee  for  the  consideration  of  the 
said  Bills ;   viz. — 

D.  Bedford  (chairman), 

D.  Marllx)rough, 

E.  Dartmouth, 
E.  Windsor, 
L.  Bolton. 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No  3)  BILL. 

CENTRAL    ELECTRIC   SUPPLY   BILL. 

CENTRAL  LONDON    RAILWAY    BILL. 

CHARING  CROSS,  EUSTON,  AND 
HAMPSTEAD  RAILWAY  BILL. 

KENSINGTON   AND  NOTTING  HILL 
ELECTRIC  LIGHTINC;  BILL. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY  BILL. 

GAS  LIGHT  AND  COKE  COMPANY 

^^'^^^-  IRELAND-INCITEMENT   TO    CRIME- 

LONDON,     BRIGHTON,     AND     SOUTH  M'HALE  r.  SULLIVAN. 

COAST  RAILWAY  (VARIOUS  THE    LORD    CHANCELLOR    (The 

POWERS)  BILL.  E^RL  OF  Hai^bury)  :    The  noble  and 

A^eed    to ;     and     the     said     Lords  |  learned  I^onl,  I^ord  Coleridge,  has  given 

appouited  accoixlingly  :    The  Committee  '  notice  to  call  attention  to  the  circum- 
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QUESTION. 


hrhrtul—lnfitrmftit  (12  JUNE  1899} 


fo  CHmf, 


mi 


I 


I 
I 

I 
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stances  of  the  au3c«  of  the  Queen  r,  8nUi- 
VMv  and  M'Hale  e,  Snllivan,  and  to  ask 
what  step*  Her  Majesty's  CTOverniiient 
intend  to  take  in  the  matter.  This 
appears  to  refer  to  litigation  which  is  still 
in  existence,  and  from  a  letter  in  this 
niorriirig  s  Tim^.%  signi3<l  hy  a  gentleman 
who  professes  to  have  l»een  one  of  the 
crnuisel  in  ilu?  case,  it  fifjpears  that  there 
are  pnxjeedingfi  still  pending  in  the  ease, 
wfiich  may  hecome  the  snliject  of  a  second 
trial,  and  he  sidmiitted  to  the  decision  of 
a  Court.  Under  those  circumstances  the 
nolile  and  learned  Lord  will  probably 
agree  with  me  that  it  is  not  desirable  to 
break  through  the  well  aceepted  mie  that 
no  matter  that  m  stth  judhy  shoidd  be 
mentioned  in  this  House  or  brought  under 
any  sort  of  pultiie  discussion, 

*L0KD  C0LP:HIDGE:  My  Lonls,  I 
may  say  at  once  thai  it  w<»uld  have  been 
most  impmper  <jii  my  piii^  to  have  alluded 
to  this  subject  ifi  this  House  had  I  not 
already  satisfied   njyself   that  m\   further 

rrocee(bngs  in  the  matter  wtadd  lie  ttikoii, 
siitiHtied  my  self  m\  this  point  before  I 
put  my  Notice  ilown  on  your  Lurdships' 
Paper,  and  1  have  had  a  positive  assur- 
nnee  -and  I  am  authoriso<l  to  state  this  - 
that  all  proceedings  in  the  case  uf  M -Hale 
t\  Sulli^an  have  i»een  abamloued.  I  anti- 
cipate  that  there  can  therefore  be.  no 
I'eason  fur  any  postpunenicnt  of  my 
Notice  ;  but  if  your  Lordships  think  there 
is,  I  can  only  say  that  I  do  not  know  to 
what  period  your  Lordships  would  desire 
to  postpone  the  discussion. 

^  The  LORD  CHANCELLOR:  I  under- 
Btand  from  the  Attorney-rTcnend  for 
Ireland  that  no  Kule  for  tne  discontinu- 
ance of  the  proceedings  has  been  entered^ 
and  therefore  there  is  a  pj^ssibility  of  the 
case  being  tried  again. 

♦Lord  COLERIDGE :  The  people  who 
have  found  the  money  with    which  the  , 
proceedings  were  maintiuned  have  assured 
me  that  the  funrls  are  exhausted.     Apart  \ 
fmm  that,  I  am  assured  on  gocKi  anthority  i 
that  all  proceedings  have  been  aViandoned,  ' 
and  that  there  is  no  iTitention  to  resume  | 
them.      Under    these    circiunstances,    I  i 
imbmit  to  your  Lordships  that   I  am  en- 
titled  to   call   attention   to   these  eases, 
without  infringing  the  very  proper  rules 
for   my  giudance  which    the  uonle    and 
Icjarnefl   Lord,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  has 
refen'e<]    to,     L^rdes.*;    I   am   stojiped    by 


some  Motion,  I  propf»se  to  proceed  with 
my  Notice,  which  is  to  call  attention  o 
the  circum  ances  of  the  case  of  the 
(jueen  v,  Sullivan,  tried  at  the  kst  81igf> 
Assizes,  and  the  ca.*e  of  M'Hale  ?'.  Sullivan, 
tried  at  Dublin  on  10th  May  and  following 
days,  both  cases  iiiAohing  a  charge 
against  a  membei'of  the  lioyal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary of  forgery  and  inciting  Ui 
crime :  and  to  ask  whethci"  the  said 
Sullivan  is  still  a  member  rif  the  Royal 
Irish  Const^iliulaiy,  and,  if  so,  what  steps 
Her  Ma jeaty*a  Government  intend  to  take 
in  the  matter. 

*Tho  Earl  of  AEKAN  :  Of  course  I 
take  everything  the  noble  and  learned 
Loni  ha.s  told  us  as  being  correct^  and  as 
the  case  is  not  to  be  retiiet!  I  do  not 
propose  to  mo\e  the  Motion  which  I  had 
intended  to  sid^mit  to  your  Lorrlships, 

*Louj.  COLERILKIE:  Then  1  Uike  it, 
my  Lords,  thci'e  is  no  rdijection  to  my 
alluding  to  these  cases,  I  have  thought 
it  my  rbity  tf>  do  so,  ami  I  shall  state  the 
facts  with  the  utmost  bi'cvity,  autlj  I  hope, 
with  impartiidity,  Foi-  the  last  twelve 
months,  in  the  County  of  Mayo,  there 
has  grovFu  up  an  asHi>eiation  which  is 
called  the  Ivnite/I  Irish  League.  It  is 
not  my  business,  nor  is  it  my  intention, 
to  make  any  comments  with  regard  to  the 
League,  its  authors,  its  conduct,  or  its 
object.  But  it  is  necessary  for  me  to 
allude  to  it  to  explain  the  case  to  which 
I  desire  to  call  the  ftttention  of  this 
House.  In  Newport,  a  town  in  Mayo, 
there  was  a  gen tlenian  of  the  name  of 
John  M*Hale,  who  was  the  local  president 
of  the  United  Irish  League.  There  was 
living  at  Westportau  ignorant,  unlettered 
man  of  the  name  of  James  Kelly,  who 
was  a  memlx^r  of  the  Letigue.  On  the 
14th  of  April  James  Kelly  received 
through  the  post  a  letter  ip  the  following 
terms : 

'•  NewiKirt,  April  13,  1898. 

"  2f».  fur  drink, 
**Dear  JauiGH  Kelly, 
♦*  A^  you  are  aware,  Martin  Kelly  is  going 
haok  to  the  hfistanl  Stoney  on  Monrhiy.  G(i 
mth  suuie  uf  the  lM>y«  tiiid  Vbiit  hiJii,  nd  tell 
him  that  if  ho  works  he  will  t>e  sorry,  and  that 
lie  i.H  work  in  j^  aj,'ain**t  our  niuse.  It  woul*!  be 
lietter  to  hliicken  your  face.  Do  it  to-morrow 
nidit,  and  wat-ch  the  fjolice.  Othei  hoaseft 
will  be  visited  on  the  same  night,  ho  let  Tieman 
not  be  behind. 

"  YouTB  truly, 

"  John  M*Hale  (Chainnan). 
'<  Rum  thl*<  for  fear  of  danger,     DoiVt  brin^: 
any  man  but  one  yon  can  truNt.'* 

2  U  2 
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No  one  can  tlonbt,  my  LohIb,  that  that  1  witnesses  should  lie  lK>nnd  ovor 
was  an  incitement  to  cnme.  By  whom  the  next  Assizes  for  the  purpose  of  Lbt 
was  that  letter  writteii  ?  It  is  admiit<?d  charge  1>eing  fvu  ther  investigated.  Od 
on  all  hands,  and  haa  been  admitted  from  the  14th  of  July,  at  the  CastleTwir  Assixea, 
the  first,  that  the  letter  was  not  written 
by  John  ArHale.  By  whom,  then,  was  it 
written  l  There  was  at  Mnlranney,  a 
short  distance  off,  a  certain  Sergeant 
Sullivan,  who  wia^  a  magnificent  penman. 
He  had,  1  belie ve^  received  prizes  on 
account  of  his  penmanship,  and  of  his 
handwriting  he  was  nndoulitedly  proiuL 
Some  people  knew  his  handwriting  well, 
ami  upon  the  receipt  of  thi:^  letter  by 
James  Kelly  specimens  of  his  harKlwiiting 
were  procnicd  from  various  stjurin^H, 
These  specimens,  together  with  the  forgetl 
letter,  were  sent  to  Mr.  Guirin,  the  well- 
known  handvMiting  expert  in  London,  and 
the  gentleman  who  is  always  employed  l)y 
the  Home  government  in  criminal  and 
other  trials.  The  reaidt  of  the  comparison 
of  these  handwritings  was  that  Mr.  Gurrin 
came  to  the  confident  opinion  that  all  the 
documents— the  genuine  docmnents  and 
the  forged  document — were  written  by 
one  hand.    Armed  with   this  evidence,  a 


a  Grand  Jury  was  impanelled  and  fourul  | 

a  true    bill    against   James    Sullivan    on  | 

three  charges — libel,  forgery,  and  inciting 

to   crime.     As   is   universal    in     Irelanai 

the  Government  took  up  the  prosecution, 

and  it  was  hoped  and   believed  that  Tiw 

MacDcrmott,  in  whom   those   who  were 

prosecuting    had    confidence,     wrtiild    W 

further  employed  to  conduct   the    cajse. 

'  The  Cri>wn,  however,   refused    to    avail 

!  itself  of  the  sorvicea  of  Tlie  MaeJ)ermott, 

j  and    employed    its    owtj    counseh      The 

'  case    came    on    for   trial    on    tho    1st    of 

December  at  Sligo,  and  then,  my   I^rtU, 

,  a  most  unprecedenteJ  scene  was  wtnessed 

Sbgo  is  a  county  in  which  nine-tenths  of 

the  iidialiitants  are  Roman  Catholics,  ami 

there   w^as   witnessed   the   scene    of    the 

Crown  on  the  one  side  and  the  defence* 

I  upon   the  othei"  combining   together    to 

'  strike   every    Komau    Catholic    of!*    th^ 

I  panel.     I  would  ask  the  noble  Earl   who, 

I  believe,  is  going  to  reply  to  me,  whether 

case  was  launched  lief  ore  the  Petty  Sessions    in    his    opinion    the    profession     uf    the 


* 


at  Westport.  It  was  pro^  ed  that  the  letter 
was  received  through  the  post ;  it  was  proved 
that  John  M'Hale  had  not  written  it;  it 
Wits  proved  that  a  man  of  the  experience 
of  Mr.  Gurrin  was  of  opinion  that  the 
letter  submitted  to  him  and  the  specimens 
— the  nndoul>ted  and  admitted  specimens 
—of  *Suilivan\s  handwriting  were  written 
l*y  the  same  hand.  That  was  the  case 
preferred  before  the  jnstices,  whose  duty 
it  was  to  see  whether  d^jfiinm  farie  c*'use  Wcis 
nuwle  iml,  ami,  if  so,  to  commit.  I  need 
hanlly  tell  your  Lunlships  that,  in  tlie 
absence  of  any  other  evidence  than  the 
evidence  I  have  told  you  of,  not  only  a 
prima  fack  bnt  a  conclusive  c^'ise  was  made 
out.  The  magistrates,  however,  not  only 
unanimously  refused  to  commit,  but  at 
first  wdshed  to  impound  the  cloenraentj  so 
that  it  should  never  again  pass  into  the 
hands  of  those  who  were  pi'osecnting. 
This  astonishing  <lecisitin  was,  happily,  in 
the  latter  part  of  it,  not  tarried  into  etl'ect. 
The  magistrates  ultimate*! y,  after  argu- 
ment— and  I  may  say  the  person  who  ap- 
peared to  prosecute  was  The  MacDiTinutt, 
a  man  of  position  in  the  pnifessinn,  arul  a 
gentleman  who  had  held  the  ottice  of 
Attornev-General  for  Irelaral — and  after 


Roman  Catholic  faith  ih'sentitles  a  man  to 
the  discharge  of  his  civic  duties, 

*The  Earl  of  AKRAN  :  The  nohte 
and  learned  Lord  is  looking  at  me.  I 
tieg  to  infonn  him  that  I  am  not  going  to 
reply,  on  behalf  t>f  the  Government,  to 
his  Question. 

*L0RB    COLERIDGE:    I    undemood 

that  the  noble  luir!  the  Earl  of  Denbigh 
was  going  to  reply.  I  want  to  ask 
whether  no!»le  Li^rds  can  wo  ruler,  in  th« 
presence  of  these  facts,  that  the  people 
of  Sligo  and  the  counties  round,  rightly 
or  wrongly,  lielieve  that  the  object  of 
the  Crown  in  comliiuing  \nth  the  defence 
to  prevent  any  Roman  Catholic  from 
Ijeing  on  the  jury  was  that  the  prisiiner 
should  be  fR*iiuitte*l  and  not  convicted  ?  I 
do  not  say  whether  they  were  right  or 
wrong,  but  I  do  say  that  in  the  presence 
of  these  facts  it  w;is  a  natural  cotickwion 
to  arrive  at.  In  the  inter\'al  a  renuirk- 
able  thing  happened.  At  the  trial  be/ore 
tlu>  Jnstices  at  Wi^stport  a  district  in- 
speetor,  of  the  name  of  Oulton,  had  l»ecn 
aubpienaed  to  pjoduee  the  |>atrol  liook 
kept  in    t!ie  r^tHce  of  the   Constabularv, 


< 


remonstrances,  did  give  up  the  letter,  i  and  this  Ixjok  show^ed  that  on  the  evening  1 
hut  refused  to  commit,  and  in  eon- 1  of  the  14th  of  April,  the  night  on  which  I 
sequence    it    was    fletermined    that    the    the   letter   incited     Kelly   to   commit    a  J 
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crime  against  thi^  man  Martin  Kellv%  an 
rtml*iLi8h  was  laid  for  an  hour  rournl  the 
htiimv  (jf  Martin  Kelly  in  appareni  aittici- 
[wtinn  oi  mm^  outnigc  that  might  ur 
Would  ]»}  likely  to  lie  coraniitted.  The 
patrol  l«Mr»k  showed  that  that  to<:>k 
place  for  an  honr.  The  report  of 
Mr.  Oulton'8  evidence  w^as  read 
by  a  eonst^ilile  <»f  the  name  of  Curtin, 
and  on  ri^ufling  it  he  rememlH^red  that  the 
entry  in  the  patrol  hook  as  it  appeared 
when  it  was  prodnewl  by  Oulton,  the 
d  is  trie  tin  spec  t  or,  wan  i  j  ot  t  h  e  en  try  w  h  i  ch 
apfK^ared  on  the  mornhig  after  it  was 
miwh^  He  thereopon  went  and  inspected 
the  piitrol  Iwxtk.  He  found  that  it  had 
been  altered,  and  it  is  admitted  that  the 
(witro!  liuok  was  altered,  and  altered  l>y 
SnJlivan.  The  alteration  had  the  effect  I 
of  making  it  appear'  that  instead  of  the  | 
amlnish  being  laitl  for  three  hours,  as  it 
waH  origin  ally  entered,  it  was  nn  aml»ush 
of  one  hour.  It  was  admitted  that  the 
Iwxjk  was  altererl,  after  the  entry,  l*y 
Sullivan.  What  was  CurtiriV  doty  1  His 
duty  was  to  make  this  known.  If  he 
hafl  repoite«l  the  matter  to  his  immediate 
su{>erior  it  would  have  l>een  to  Sullivati, 
Irtit  he  did  not  do  that.  He  waited  for  a 
feiv  days  until  the  district  inspector — 
Oultoji— visited  the  Constalndary.  Cur- 
tin  inforuu'd  the  prosecutors  of  what  he 
hiwl  discoveretl,  and  reported  the  matter 
also  to  the  district  inspector.  How  was 
th©  report  received  1  On  the  evening  of 
the  Llay  on  which  Curtin  ha^l  made  this  i 
report  to  OuJton  he  wm  taken  from  the 
police  office  at  Mnlrarniey  and  banished 
to  an  island  called  Inniskcar,  24  miles 
out  into  the  Atlantic  ocean.  That  was 
the  way  in  which  Constal>le  Curtin  was 
de^lt  with  when  he  had  the  atidacity 
and  the  temerity  to  Siiy  what  he  knew 
with  regard  to  this  case.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  could  not  be  wondered 
at  that  the  jury  at  Sligodid  what  was  ex- 
pectecl  of  them^^ — they  acquitted  Sullivan, 
not  only  wnthout  hearing  any  evidence  for 
the  defence,  but,  in  acquitting  him,  telling 
the  learned  judge  that  they  had  ma^le 
up  their  minds  to  acquit  him  at  a  time 
l^fore  they  had  heard  the  e\ddeiice 
of  Police^onstable  Cuitin,  which  was 
material  evidence  in  the  c^ise.  8uch  was 
the  slight  indication  which  they  gave  of  the 
im {partiality  of  their  minds  in  this  matter. 
It  is  oft«n  thought  athisaide,  oitlinanly 
liking,  for  the  man  who  is  acquitted 
bring  civil  proceedings  for  maltcioiL^ 
prosecution    against     the    persotis     who 


prosecutcfl  him  ;  but  in  this  case  the  facts 
were  reversed,  and  the  prost:!CUtors,  who 
had  failed,  brought  an  action  for  libel 
in  DuMin,  which  was  tried  on  the  10th 
of  May,  iK^fore  Mi\  Justice  Andrews 
and  a  special  jnry.  The  same 
fact^  w^ere  then  proved.  Sullivan's  de- 
fence was  heard,  and  the  matter  was  tiied 
out  to  the  utmost,  squarely  antl  fairly. 
Two  points  are  worthy  of  notice.  At  the 
criminal  trial  some  play  was  made  by  the 
defence  by  a  suggestion  that  the  hand- 
writing of  one  of  thewn'tnesses  for  the  prose- 
cution Ixire  similarities  to  the  handwriting 
of  the  forged  letter — and  it  w  as  hinted  that 
she  might  be  the  author.  On  the  seei^nd 
occ^ision,  when  this  matter  was  further 
investigated^  this  defence  was  tacitly 
al>andoned.  The  eAidence  of  Mr.  Unrrir^ 
w^as  forthcoming,  and  it  was  foitified  by 
annther  expert  witness,  Mr.  Price,  who 
agreed  with  him.  Not  only  wiis  no  ex- 
pert evidence  called  to  prove  the 
slightest  similarity  between  the  hand- 
w^riting  of  any  of  the  witnessas  and  the 
handw^iting  of  the  forge*!  letter,  but 
there  was  no  expert  evidence  ealleil  even 
to  show  that  the  forged  letter  was  not 
written  by  the  defendant  Sulbvan.  The 
jury  J  after  a  long  and  pitient  trial,  dis- 
agi'eed  ;  ten  were  for  the  plaintiff  M^Halc, 
and  two  for  the  defendant  Sullivan.  That, 
my  LorrlSj  is  a  short  and  brief  account  of 
the  litigation  in  this  case.  I  have  thought 
it  my  duty  to  bring  these  facts  to  the  at- 
tention of  your  Lorflships*  House.  I,  in 
common  with  your  LoRiships,  wish  to  see 
in  all  civilised  communities  the  law 
trusted  and  obeyed,  and  I  say  that  if  the 
law  is  administered  in  Ireland,  or  in  any 
r>art  of  any  ciWlised  community,  iis  it  has 
i>e6n  administ'ered  in  the  case  of  The 
tjueen  v.  Sidlivan,  no  man  ought  to  won- 
der if  the  law,  as  so  adminiBtered,  has  not 
the  respect  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country.  Your  Lordships  will  no  doubt 
ask  what  I  propose.  I  suggest  that  an  in* 
depimdent  incpiiry^ — and  iTay  stress  on  the 
worti  **  irtiiependent  *'— bo  held  into  this 
matter,  Nothirrg  less  than  an  indepen- 
dent inquir}'",  I  am  sure,  will  satisfy  the 
bulk  of  the  people  who  live  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood where  these  things  have  tJiken 
place,  and  I  think  nothing  less  ought  to 
satisfy  either  Her  Majesty's  Government 
or  your  Lordships*  House, 

The  LOKI)  CHAKCKLLOHr  My 
Lonls,  I  confcsh  that  1  veiy  much  regret 
that  the  noble  and  learned  Loni  should 


887  llrfnnuatnnj  SrlunyU  {LORDS}  (Amendmeui)  Bill.  ^ 

have  thought  it  right  to  raise  this  matter  •  cussioii  of  this  sort,  the  whole  object  ^ 
in  your  Lordships'  House,  seeing  that  it !  which  is  to  show  that  this  man,  who  hu 
has  not  been  raised  in  the  House  of  been  acquitted  by  one  jury  and  in  whose 
Commons,  where  the  Attorney-General  for  case  another  jury  has  disagreed,  is  guilty. 
Ireland  would  have  been  present  and  '  If  an  investigation  is  to  take  place  at  all  it 
would  have  been  prepared  to  answer  more  I  ought  to  have  been  perfectly  independent 
perfectly  than  anyone  in  your  Lordships'  1  of  such  observations  as  those  which  have 
House  can  do  for  what  has  taken  place,  i  ]>een  made  by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
I  protest  against  the  last  statement  of  the  | 

noble  and  learned  Lord  as  to  the  division  !  REFORMATORY  SCHOOLS  (AMEND- 
of  the  jury.     I  am  not  aware  myself  of  !  ^^^^^  ^^^^    [Lords.] 

any  legal  mode  of  o])taining  such  informa- 1  CoaOHTTEE. 

tion  as  that.     Here  a  man  who  has  the  i      ^_  -      rt 

misfortune  to  l>e  a  policeman  in  Ireland  is  I      House     m    Committee   (according    to 
accused   of  a   criminal   offence,   and  the  |  Oraer). 
whole   object   of  the   noble  and  learned  j      Clause  1  : — 

Lord  seems  to  show  that  the  man  was:  i^^j^  JAMES  OF  HEREFORD:  Mv 
guilty,  although  he  had  l)een  acquitted.  ;  L^^^ds,  to  this  clause,  which  is  the  onlV 
I>oe8  the  noble  and  leanieil  Lord  think  ;  ^^^^^  j,,  ^^^  bjh^  ^here  is  no  objection  in 
that  such  action  as  that  will  commend  ;  ^„^  ^f  substance,  but  the  Home  Office 
Itself  to  a  cmhsed  community  ?  The  ;  ^^1,^  ^ij^  ..je^^^^h  ^hjch,  I  must  sav,  I 
Attoniey-General  for  Ireland  told  me  coincide -that  it  will  be  absolutelv  n^?es- 
that  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  ,  ^^  amend  the  drafting.     However,  as 

verdict  of  the  jury  was  right,  and  that  for  ;  ^his  is  only  a  question  of  form,  I  think  the 
all  that  was  done  he  was  perfectlv  pre- ,  i^^ter  way  would  be  to  allow  the  Bill  to 
l»red  to  take  the  responsibility.  Every- 1  through  Committee,  and  then,  perhaps, 
thing  has  been  done  l)y  his  direction,  and  |  ^he  noble  Lord  will  move  the  alteration  in 
he  18  perfectly  prepared,  when  he  himself  :  ^he  wording  in  the  Stending  Committee, 
can  be  heard,  to  defend  his  action  through- 1 

out.  There  has  l)een  another  trial  in  Lord  LEIGH  :  I  shall  be  much  obliged 
respect  of  the  same  matter  in  another  to  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  if  he  will 
court,  and  the  no])le  and  learned  Lord  .  inform  me  what  Amendment  he  would 
suggests  that  the  verdict  was  as^inst  the  ;  suggest,  and  I  shall  be  quite  willing  to 
policeman  ;  but  the  jury  was  discharged  i  ^ove  it  in  the  Standing  Committee, 
without  agreeing  upon  a  verdict,  and  fur- 1 

ther  proceedings   have   been  abandoned.        Bill  reported  without  Amendment ;  and 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  suggests  that    re-committed  to  the  Standing  Committee. 
Her  Majestv's  Government  should  hold  a        ^    .„  ^  .  ,.^««,,«.*  ,    ...,.^-.  ,,-,..^ 
new  and  independent   investig-ation,  but    ISOLATION  HOSPITA^S^^^^ 
how  is  that  to  Ihj  done  ?     What  does  the  |      .,  ,      .     '  "".  ^. 

noble  iuul  leanierl  Lord  mean  bv  an  inde-  \  ,  Hoijse  to  be  in  Committee  on  Thurs- 
day, the  22nd  instant. 


TRAWLERS'    CERTIFICATES    SUSPEN- 


pendent  invostieation  1  What  objection 
was  there  to  the  civil  trial,  which  the 
nol>le  Loiil  himself  said  was  fairlv   and 

84^iuarely  fought  out  ?     Difl  not  the  trial  ^lON  BILL.  [LonK] 

iitlbnl  a  method  of  ascertaining  the  facts  ^  House  in  Committee  (according  to 
I  have  heanl  no  sut;gestion  from  the  noble  order):  The  Amendments  proposed  by 
and  learnetl  Lonl  that  the  matter  was  not  the  Select  Committee  made  ;  Standing 
capable  of  Inking  investigate<l  there,  and  Committee  negatives  1 :  The  Report  of 
because  the  jury  disiigreed  the  noble  and  Amendments  to  be  receiveil  on  Friday 
leanie<i  Lonl  has  made  a  six^ech,  every  next- 
word  of  which  was  an  attempt  to  show  the 

man  was  guilty.     It  seems  to  me  tliat  the         MANCRE.STER  CANONRIES  BILL. 
noble  and  learne<l  Lonl  has  set  a  very  bad  '  IL^nlsj. 

example  of  the  mode  in  which  an  impartial  A  Bill  to  amend  Section  20  of  the 
investigation  shouM  Ik-  conducted.  If  the  ;  Parish  of  Manchester  Division  Act.  li<50— 
parties  are  still  of  opinion  that  Sullivan  i  Was  presented  by  the  Earl  Egerton  (fi»r 
is  guiltv,  let  them  proi.ee<i.  But  the ;  the  lA)nl  Bishop  of  Manchester) :  rea*! 
House  has  l>een  informed  that  thev  will  1* :  to  be  printed  :  and  to  l>e  reail  2"  on 
not  proceed,  and  yet  there  \%  to  lie  a  dis- ;  Thur»lay,  the  22nd  instant.  (Na  111.) 
Th*  Lnrd  Cham'tllor. 
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YnrTHFUL  OFFENDERS;  HILL,  ( Lunls.]  I  CMTY  AND  BKIXTON  RAILWAY  RFLL- 
A  Bill   ti>  amend   tlu^  law  ivlating  u>        Reaii  the  third  time,  an<i  passed. 


youthful  tilfenih»i*s,  and  far  other  pur- 
poses conneut^id  therevrith,  was  pre- 
sented by  tlio  Lord  Juraea  ;  read  1  * ;  to 
l>e  printetl  ;  and  to  be  read  2'  on 
Monday  next.     (No.  11*2, ) 

SEATS    FOR   HHOP  ASSISTANTS   (ENG- 
LAXD  AND  IKKLAND)  RILL. 

Brought  frc*m  die  Commons  ;  road  1' ; 
and  to  lie  printed.     (No.  IKL) 

HnuHe  Mrfijoiiniwl  nt  fivt*  ijiiniites 
jj^LHt  Five  o'citK'k,  tiil  Tn*m«r- 
row,  half-past  Ten  o' clack. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Mmidm/,    12th  Jane  1899, 


I'ltiyjTH    rJLL    BUSINESS 

PRIVATE  RILLS  (STANDING  ORDER  62 

(■(IMPLIED    WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  n|K>n  the  Table 
Keport  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  referreti  on  the 
First  Reading  thereof,  ^Standing  Order 
No.  62  has  been  complied  with,  viz. : — 

MILLWALL    DOCK     RILL. 
Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
lime. 


PRIVATE  RILLS  [Lonlfi]  {STANDING 
ORDERS  Nt*T  PREVIOUSLY  IN 
QUIRED  INTO  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr,    Speaker    laid    upon    the    Table 
Report  from  one    of    the    Plxaminera  of :  LOCAL   GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 


DUMRARTON  RURGH  RILL-  [Lords.] 
Rea(3  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments. 

LONDON    IMPROVEMENTS    RILL 

(QUEEN'S    CONSENT   SIGNIFIED). 

SHEFFIELD  CORPORATION    MARKETS 
RILL. 

STOCKPORT  CORPORATION   BILL. 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BLACKPOOL   IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 
As  amended,   considered  ;  to  he  read 
the  third  time. 

DUBLIN   (  ORPORATION    BILL. 
As  amended,   to    be    considered    To- 
morrow, 

GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY   BILL. 
[Lonb/J 

SUNDERLAND  niRPORATION  RILL, 
|Lo^l^.] 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

ELECTRIC    LR;HTING    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  7)  BILL. 

HOUSIN(;  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
PROVISIONAL      ORDER      (BORROW 

STOUNNESS)  RILL, 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO^ 
VISIONAL  ORDER  (No.  1)  RILL 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (HOLSIN(i  OF  WORKINt; 
CLASSES)  BILL. 


Petitiotis  for  Private  Bills,  That  in  the 
ease  of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in 
tbe  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof^  the  Standing  Orders  not 
pre\nously  incpiired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  l>een  complied 
with,  viz  I — 

ALL  SAINTS'  CHURCH  (CARDIFF)  BILL, 

[Lords.] 

LOWESTOFT  WATER   AND    GAS  BILL. 

(Lord»d 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a  second 
time, 

BIRKENHEAD  CORPORATION  BILL. 

[Lorda.] 

Read  the  third  time,  and  ]>assed,  with 
Amendments.     [New  Title.] 


ORDERS  (No.  5)  BILL. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (POOR  LAW)  BILL, 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  8)  RILL, 

PIER    AND    HARBOUR    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  0  BILL. 

As  amended,  considered ;   to  be   read 
the  third  time  To-morrow. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDERS  (HOUSING  OF 
WORKING  CLASSES  (No,  2)  RILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL tiRDER  {Kv.  4)  BILL. 

liead  a  second  time,  and  comfnitted. 
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ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL     ( 
ORDER  (No.  20)  BILL.  I 

To  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  made  ! 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  under  the  Electric 
Lighting  Acts,  1882  and  1888,  relating ' 
to  the  City  of  London,  ordered  to  be 
brought    in    by    Mr.    Ritchie    and   Mr. 
Hanbury. 

Ordered,  that  Standing  Order  193a  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  Bill  be  now  read 
the  first  time. — (Mr,  Ritchie,) 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  20)  BILL. 

To  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  made 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  under  the  Electric 
Lighting  Acts,  1882  and  1888,  relating  to 
the  City  of  London,  presented  accordingly, 
and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill  230.] 

MERSEY  DOCKS  AND  HARBOUR  BOARD 
(PILOTAGE)  BILL.  [Lordn.] 

Report  [8th  June]  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders  read. 

Ordered  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time. — (Dr.  Farqaluirsoji,) 


PETITIONS, 

GROUND  RENTS  (TAXATION  BY  LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES). 

Petitions  in  favour ; — From  Wakefield ; 
— and  Ealing  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND)  ACT 
(1894)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Elgin,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Kilbuni,  in  favour  j  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

PARISH    COUNCILS    ASSOCIATION 
(SCOTLAND)   BILL. 

Petition  from  Greenock,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

POOR  LAW  OFFK^ERS'  SUPERANNUA- 
TION (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Greenock,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

POOR   LAW    RELIEF    (DISFRANCHISE- 
MENT). 

Petition  from  Reading,  for  alteration  of 
Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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POOR  LAW  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS. 
Petition  from  Greenock,  for  alteiaticm 
of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE    LEGISLATION    PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)   BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour:  From  £lmi;— 
Forfar ; —  Kirkcudbright ; —  and  PerUi ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  OK 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour — From  Manchester; 
— Rochester ; — and  Newcastle ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN. 

Petition  from  Brierfield,  for  alteration 
of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SEA   FISHERIES   REGULATION  (SCOT- 
LAND)  ACT  (1895)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  against ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Aberdeen,  against ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

TROUT  FISHING  ANNUAL  CLOSE  TIME 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Forfar,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

VACCINATION  ACTS,  1867  TO  1896. 
Petition  from  Daventry,  for  alteration 
of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  dr. 


ELEC  TRIG  LIGHTING   ACTS,  1882  AND 
1888. 

Copies  presented, — of  Special  Reports 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  Section  1 
of  The  Electric  lighting  Act,  1888  :— 

(1)  City  of  London  Electric  Lighting  ; 

(2)  Gateshead  Electric  Lighting  ; 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

DISEASES    OF    ANIMALS    ACTS,    1894 
AND  1896  (IRELAND). 

Copy  presented, — of  Return,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  Acts  as  regards  Ireland  for 
the  year  1898  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table* 


;8M 


Qtwulwns, 


P 


CHANNEL  ISLANDS  ((*ROWN  RIGHTS.) 
Return  orrlured,  "of  Kij" venues  flniwn 
from  the  Crowrt  Rights  in  the  Channel 
laLinds  in  each  year  during  the  List  five 
years,  cliadiigiiiahing  for  each  Ishuid 
sepiirat43ly  the  Amount  received  from 
Tithea,  from  Plne.^  on  Tran.sfer  of  Prop- 
erty, from  Seigneurial  Dues,  and  from 
other  sources;    and  stating  the   Cost  of 
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THE  DISTRESSED  ARMENIANS, 
Mr  SAxMUEL  smith  (Flintshire): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  Govern- 
ment wili  take  into  consideration  the 
desiralnliiy  of  hringing  under  the  notice 
of  the  Iiiti^ruational  Congress,  now  as- 
aemhlfxi  at  the  Hague,  the  di^^tresBed 
condition  of  the  Armoniaus,  with  a  view 


Collection,  the  several    IXvments    made    to   concerted    European   action   for  their 
for  Local  Puj-poses,  anrl  the  Net  Amount    proteetioiL 
paid  into  the  Exche<iuer." — {Sir  Chark^  ' 
iJilkc.) 


♦Mr.      HKODRICK:     Her    Majesty^a 
Government   can   take   no  action   in  the 
MESSAtJE    FRtJM    THE     LuRDS.  sense  desired,  iia  accordiog  to  the  terms 

Thai  they  hare  agreed  to  **^  ^*>**  invitation  to  the   Conference  Buch 

Farnlejr  Tyas  MurriHgos  Bill,  mthout    ^ubjecte  are  excluded  from  diacusskm. 
Amendment. 

I    ('HLMI'ING  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
That  they  have  passed  a  Bill  intituled,        Colonel         DENNY       (Ivilmarnock 
An  Act  to  constitute   the  Divisions  of  i  Burghs)  :    I     beg     to     ask    the    Under 
Lincolnshire  separate  Counties  for  all  the    Secretary    of   State   for   Foreign   Affairs 


purposes  of  the  Coroners   Acts.' 
colnshire  CJoroners  Bill]  [Lorfis]. 


QUESTIONS, 


[Lin-  I  whether  his  attention  has  l>cen  called  to 
the  syatem  of  hiackmail  at  present  levied 
by  the  bt:>arrling  masters  and  crimps ^  at 
San  Francisco,  Califorrua,  and  Portland, 
Oregon,  by  which  l>lood-moneyi  amount- 
ing  to  £20  per  head,  is  charged  for  the 
TRADE  IN  THE  RUSSIAN  EMPIRE,  shipment  ni  British  seamen  who  have 
Sir  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield,  I  previously  been  induced  to  desert; 
Central):  I  liegto  ask  the  Under  Secretary  '  whether  he  is  aware  that  Consul  J.  Ijaid- 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  if  he  is  aware  law,  of  Portland,  Oregon^  has  stated  in  a 
that  the  United  States,  France,  and  Ger-  despatch,  dated  29th  June,  1898,  that  a 
many  are  making  every  effort  to  profit  by  :  comprehensive  Consular  Convention 
the  coming  reign  of  industrial  activity  in  '  ahould  be  concluded  with  the  United 
the  Rtissian  Knipire  ;  and,  if  he  is  now  I  States,  giving  the  same  exclusive  jurisdic- 
able  to  announce  what  steps  Her  Majesty  s  tioji  as  is  now  enjoyed  by  French  and 
Government  have  at  lengtb  decided  to  'German  Consuls,  and  should  include 
take  to  utilise  for  British  capital  and  ;  powers  to  call  upon  the  local  authorities 
trade  the  friendly  disposition   thereto  of  '  for  the  necessary  assist^fince  ;  whether  Her 


His  Imperial   Majesty  the  Tsar  and  the 
Russian  Government. 

♦The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford):  We  have 


Majesty's  Government  will  endeavour  to 
arrange  such  a  Convention  with  the 
LTnitetl  States  Government  for  the  better 
protection  of  British  shipmasters  and 
seamen,  and  to  abolish  the  system  unrler 
w*hich  Mood  monev  can  l>e  levied  :  whether 


terms  of  the  Convention  Letwern  the 
(Inited  States  and  France  which  the  Con- 
sul's  letter  refers  to ;    and  whether  Her 


not  seen  any  official  reports  to  the  effect  |  he   will  inform  tlie    House  of   the  exact 
mentioned    by     my    bon.    friend.       No 
change  has  taken  place  since  I  answered 
my   hon.  fnend's  question  a  month  ago 

which  would  enable  me  to  add  anything  I  Majesty***  Government  are  prepared  to 
to  the  answer  I  then  gave  as  to  our  com- 1  take  such  steps  as  may  l>e  required  to 
mercial  relations.  protect   shipmasters  and  seamen  in   this 

i  matter. 
Sir    HOWARD    VINCENT:    I    shall 
take  advantage  of  the  earliest  opportunity        *Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Attention  has  l»een 
to  call  attention  to  the  delay  in  the  ap-  I  called   to   the  system    which   at   present 
pointment   of   a   commercial    attache    at  I  prevails   in    some    ports    of   the    United 
St.  Petorsbuj^g.  |  States  irith  regaixl  to  the  engagement  of 
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seamen.  Reports  on  the  subject,  includ- 1 
ing  that  from  Consul  Laidlaw,  to  which  j 
reference  is  made,  have  been  laid  before  i 
Parliament.  The  Consular  Convention  i 
between  the  United  States  and  France  ! 
will  be  found  at  p.  718  of  vol.  55  of  ! 
British  and  Foreign  State  Papers.  Her  i 
Majesty's  Government  have  under  con-  ; 
sideration  what  steps  can  be  taken  for  the  | 
better  protection  of  British  shipmasters  i 

and  seamen.  i 

I 

NAVIGATION  OF  MERCHANT  VESSELS,  j 
Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Middles- ' 
brough) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  ; 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  statement  made 
])y  the  crew  of  the  s.s.  Pinneyi  Pointy 
m  which  they  allege  that  during  the 
passage  of  this  Ncssel  from  the  United 
Kingdom  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  the  month  of  May  of  this 
year,  all  the  deck  hands  of  this  vessel, 
with  the  exception  of  the  man  at  the 
wheel,  were  employed  in  discharging 
ballast  from  six  in  the  morning  till  six 
in  the  evening  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
during  the  night  this  vessel  Avas  being 
navigated  without  a  man  on  the  look  out, 
on  the  forecastle  head  or  fore-deck  ;  and, 
whether,  in  view  of  the  numl)er  of  colli- 
sions that  occur  annually,  involving 
serious  loss  of  life  and  property,  it  is  his 
intention  to  promote  legislation  at  an 
early  date  with  a  view  to  preventing  the 
possibility  of  vessels  being  navigated  in 
such  a  dangerous  manner. 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Ml-.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  My 
attention  has  not  been  directed  to  the 
statement  referred  to  in  the  question, 
except  l)y  the  hon.  Member  himself. 
Although  the  matter  is  not  one  in  which 
the  Board  of  Tiade  have  any  authority 
to  interfere  with  the  discretion  of  the 
master  of  a  ship,  unless  he  commits  some 
offence  under  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act, 
I  have  been  in  communication  with  the 
owners  of  the  Pinnn^  Point,  and  I 
have  been  furnished  with  a  statement 
signed  by  the  master  and  chief  officer,  in 
wnich  they  cmphatiwilly  deny  that  the 
vessel  was  ever  left  without  a  proper 
look-out,  day  or  night,  and  this  statement 
is  confirmed  by  the  boatswain  and  two 
A.B.'s.  The  master  and  chief  officer  also 
state  that  the  balhist  was  not  discharged 
until  the  steamer  Avas  approaching  the 
American  coast,  and  that  for  this  work 


the  men  received  extra  pay.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  propose  fresh  legislatioii  os 
the  subject. 

SCOTTISH  UNIVERSITIES. 

Mr.  CROMBIE  (Kincardineshire):  I 

beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  if  he  cin 

state  the  number  of  male  students  in  the 

various    faculties     of    the    four    Scotch 

Universities  during  the  years    1888  and 

1898   respectively,    and    the   number  of 

i  female  students  in  each  faculty  and  Uni- 

'  versity  during  the  year  1898. 

';  The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A.  G. 
i  Murray,  Buteshire) :  The  Secretary  for 
i  Scotland  has  obtained  the  iuformatiQii 
I  desired  by  the  hon.  Member  from  the 
!  Universties  Courts,  and  will  transmit  it 
I  to  him.  It  would  not  be  convenient  to 
I  give  it  in  answer  to  a  question. 

ORPHAN   HOMES  OF  SCOTLAND. 
.      Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 

:  Bridgeton) :  I  l)eg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advo- 
'  cate  whether  he  is  aware  that  some  1,000 
j  children   of   school  age,   inmates    of   the 
j  Orphan   Homes   of    Scotland,    on    which 
I  over  £200  of  school  rates  were  recently 
paid,   have    received    no    education    for 
!  nearly  two  months,  owning  to  the  refusal 
\  of    the  School  Board  to  receive   them ; 
whether  anything  is  being  done  to  bring 
the  present  deadlock  to  an   end;   and, 
whether  the  Scottish  Education  Depart- 
ment has  taken  any  steps  to  enforce  the 
law    of  Scotland  as  to  the  compulsory 
I  education  of  all  children  of  school  age. 

'  Mr.  a.  G.  MURRAY:  The  legal 
I  questions  connected  with  the  matter 
referred  to  in  the  hon.  Member's  question 
i  are  now  under  consideration,  and  it  is 
I  therefore  impossible  for  me  at  present  to 
I  make  any  further  statement  regarding  it. 

ATTACK  BY  BRITISH  SOLDIERS  ON  A 
RANGOON  WOMAN. 

Mr.  DAVITT  (Mavo,  S.):  I  l)eg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  certain  British  soldiers  have  l)een 
charged  with  an  indecent  assault  upon 
a  native  woman  at  Rangoon;  whetner 
such  soldiers  have  ]>een  brought  before 
any  tribunal  for  this  alleged  crime  ;  and 
if  any  punishment  has  been  inflicted  for 
this  outrage. 

The  SECRP:TARy  of  STATE   tor 

INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 

,  idling) :  This  matter  has  for  some  time 
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imnt  been  occupyii^g  the  att^^ittiim  of  the 
Indian  GoveriiTnent^  with  wlinni  I  haxo. 
been  in  cotnmunicvvtiiin  on  the  HiibjtTt  I 
regret  to  say  that  it  is  true  thiit  an  out  rage 
was  committefl  upon  an  elderly  Burmese 
woman  of  unsound  niintl  hy  a  party  of 
soldiers,  who  are  s^iid  to  have  boon  nmler 
the  infiuenot)  of  Iii|uor.  On  appearance 
of  police  and  a  eorpf*ral  the  soldiers  dis- 
persed ;  but  one  of  them  was  an-ested,  and 
tried  Ity  jury  on  the  10th  of  May,  bnt 
was  acquitted  on  the  groiuid  that  he  was 
not  proved  to  have  committed  or 
att'cmpted  the  otfence  with  which  he  was 
charged,  and  the  Heeorder  concurred  in 
the  verdict.  So  far,  no  other  person  has 
f  l>een  brought  to  trial  :  but  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  are  determined  that 
I  the  matter  shall  be  thoroughly  in- 
l  vestigated,  and  that  the  ctdprits  shall 
be  brought  tn  justice;  and  they  have 
impressed  their  views  \erv  strongly  upon 
the  civil  and  military  authorities  of  iian- 
goon,  who  have  under  taken  that  m*  cftbrt 
shall  be  spared  la  being  the  facts  to  light. 
Accordingly,  a  special  Court  of  irujuiry 
has  been  sunn  mined  to  investigate  and 
report  upon  the  whole  matter. 

AS8AM  TEA  PLANTATlitNS. 
Mr.  SCHWANN  :  I  la^g  to  ask  the  | 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  when  ho  wQl  ' 
lay  upon  the  Table  of  t!ie  Honse  the  lie-  j 
p<?rt  on  the  jVssam  Tea  Plantations,  now 
for  several  years  delayed  in  its  presciita-  | 
tion  to  Parliament, 

Lord  O.  HAMILTON  :  I  have  not  ' 
yet  received  the  views  of  the  (tovernment 
of  India  on  the  subject  of  the  Report  to 
which  the  hon.  Meml»er*3  fjiiestion  refers, 
although  in  February  hist  they  hoped  to 
b«  able  to  lay  them  lie  fore  me  at  an  early 
dat<3.  The  matter  with  which  the  Keport 
is  concerned  is  aditficnlt  and  intricate  one, 
but  I  \nll  draw  the  \'iceroy's  attentiiin  to 
the  desirabilitv  of  expeclitiuLf  the  sub- 
mission  or  theu*  opnnons  npon  it. 

Mr.  SCHWANN:    Shall    wo  get    it 
before  the  ond  of  the  session  1 

LoRJi  G.  HAMILTON:  I  doubt  it»  as 
the  question  is  so  complicated. 

LIQUOU  TUADi:  IN   THE  MADRAS 
PHESIDENi  Y. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH  ;  I  l^^g  tu  a«k 

•tto  Secretary  of  State  for  I  nil i a  whether 

he  is  awans  that  three  liquor  shops  have 


been  <»pened  and  still  remain  open  in 
Brace  Petta,  otie  of  the  leading  thorough- 
fares of  the  town  of  Bellary,  iu  the 
M^idras  l*residency  ;  and  that  these  three 
shops  are  very  near  each  other,  and 
situated  in  close  proximity  to  Christian 
a  Of  I  Hindu  places  of  wmsliip,  and  on  the 
oidy  common  road  leading  to  the  CoMd 
l*azaar  and  the  municipal  high  school  iu 
the  fort  ;  whether  a  petition  has  been 
submitted  to  the  Collector  of  Bellary  by 
some  of  the  leading  residents  in  the 
immediate  neigh l>oiu  hood  of  the  shops 
complaining  of  the  nuiscince  caused  by 
tliem,  an(i  praying  for  their  removal : 
and  whether,  having  regJinl  to  the 
declared  jwliey  of  the  (xovernment  of 
India,  as  enunciated  in  their  Dispjttch, 
No.  29,  of  4th  February,  1890,  he  will 
give  instructions  for  the  eh>sing  of  the 
said  shops. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  I  have  I'e- 
eeived  no  infoiniaii«>n  on  the  subject  of 
the  first  two  clauses  of  the  hon.  Mem 
bers  question.  1  do  not  pioj^Hme  to  send 
any  instructions  to  India  on  the  matte i', 
which  is  elearl)'  one  for  the  iliscretiori  of 
the  authorities  in  India, 

DIVINE    SERVICE    AT    (iOVERNMENT 

FACTOKY   CHAPELS. 

*Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  is  aware  that  in  the 
Government  chapel  at  the  Koyal  Small 
Anns  Oitlnnnce  Factory  at  Etifield,  the 
chaplain,  the  Reverend  C.  M  J.  Carter,  a 
member  of  the  Englinh  Church  Union,  is 
in  the  habit  of  hiding  the  manual  acts  at 
the  celebratioti  ni  the  Holy  Communion, 
nuxing  water  ceremonially  with  wine» 
elevatuig  the  consecrated  elements,  ancl 
burning  candles  in  the  day  time,  all  of 
which  practices  have  l)een  judicially 
condemned  by  the  Supreme  Conrt  in 
such  cases  ;  further,  that  Mr.  Carter 
celebrates  Eucharists  and  Vespers  for 
the  dead,  both  services  being  without 
any  authority  within  the  Lstablished 
Church  of  England  ;  and  that  a  cross 
ixS  illegally  placed  upon  the  re -table  ; 
and  whether  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  will  take  steps  to  secure  the 
exclusion  of  illegal  practices  and  un- 
author)se<l  s^er vices  from  this  and  other 
chapels  under  his  control 

^Tke  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover)  ;  No  complaint  has  been  received 
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:prr.  :--  -Zrrf-e. 
:r...-  rr:i:*-ii: 

p/>r.;  .r..-  .:  :i-=  -  ;.-:i  o:  £Z'.l  \^.  .>:.. 
Trr.irih.  ^ir>>i,T^.  fro  re.  iA-*  vr^r  •?  ♦>rdnar-*:r 
F^iiVjr.-r-  A:-':.'.';:.!-  v-  h-i ■  r  'j^'Tr.  -.vprr.-ieii 
for  '•  Ir.vir.r  Ser- ::r. "  •srer'r  All'>?atrd  :o 
•.r*^  :V;V^r!r-  ■.•:  Kr.nrld.  Wil^r.^m  A' •?•*;.-. 

♦Mh.  U'VNLiHAM  :  Tr.^  r.2-/r«  ^re  iis 

Mr.  CAhVKLL  \VILLrAM>:  I  -r^' 
:^»  ;ij|ic  :he  Ur/i^r  >*r» Tr*^ry  -if  S:,*:*^  f-i-r 
War  ''ffr'ny  ^t.^.t^:  -fi'.-'iM  ''»i  >.  <  »'>venirarr*: 
f-Mn^L  -nth  4  'jhapUi!,.  n:  :h*;  k»iyal 
SiTiall  Armii  ^nfh^ixuf:*:  FVtory  a?  EritieW. 
xhen  ir.  otrivr  < T'.vrrr.rnrr.:  ritAMishmrnts 
of  thf:  -sAme  ':hari»cter  th»:r«?  i.-?  n-.i  ^nch 
'.hAfjel  or  otfioial. 

♦Mr.  WVNDHAM:  Wh-n  the  faotory 
4t  FirififrM  wa.^  orijririate^l  it  was  considered 
neoeJi^ry,  owing  to  the  isolation  f*x  the 
building-*,  to  provirle  a  chapel  for  .spin tiial 
mi nij*t rations  to  the  workmen  eniployeri 
there. 

TkO0I'>  AT  ALDEKSHOT. 
.Ma.kir  KASCH  (Essex.  S.K.:  I  l.eg 
to  ank  the  Under  S.-r.-retary  of  State  for 
War  what  i-  the  official  .strength  at 
Alder?4hot  :  what  were  the  nuniljt.'rs  pre- 
s/;nt  on  the  (Queen's  Birthday  parade  :  and 
how  were  the  5//j0  men  absent  empIoycfL 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  strength  at 
Alder.^hot  o?i  24th  May  amounte^l  to 
1C,78X  warrant  otticer!*,  non-eommis-sionerl 
otfieerrt,  arifl  men,  and  of  the.se  11,542 
were  prer^ent  on  pararle.  1,563  men  of 
the  Itoyal  f^ngineers,  the  Army  Service 
CorpH,  and  the  Koj'al  Army  Medical 
Corfw  were  engage  1  on  their  corps  duties  ; 
I  he  f!laMt  Kent  Volunteer  Artillery, 
numlHM'ing  200,  and  the  Northumberland 
FusilierH,  numl>ering  761,  were  not  on 
f)arafle,  mf»?«t  of  the  latter  being  on  fur- 
lough. Theie  w(Me  747  .sick.  The  re- 
maining alfsentees,  to  the  number  of 
aUiut  L',000,  were  on  guard  and  other 
Mlation  duties. 


rn-H'.-  -L  ACCOMMODATION  AT 
BETHXAL  GREEX. 

M2.  .;.  G.  TALBOT  (Oxfocd  Unher. 
^1:7  I  "'*rg  :.:•  <iksk  uhe  Vioe^Prcsidatt  of 
:if  C'ldrihct  ■:■:  GDoncil  on  Efincacioa 
Tir:L-rr  icpii'ji-vi-c^  a&s  r^en  nuuie  to  the 
Lfc^i*ir::=.cr.:  " -y  zck  London  Sohot^l  Board 
::■  ^ir.:-::r.  :"ie  'rr»rt:cion  *ii  sk  new  ^hool 
17.  W»i  CI  -jr.  Bechiul  Green ;  whether 
i  r.'T^  Bii^kni  scE'I^^  l§  already  bong 
er^iteii  's.  I^arJrri  Screec  in  the  sue 
r.rifch'-  ■■irii'»i :  whether  there  is  any 
Leei  AT.  the  pre^nt  time  for  increaaed 
s*:h>:l  'Mi-iM^nunt^ianoa  in  this  disorict. 
-arhrre  rhe  p-puladon  is  9Cad«>nar]r  and 
likrlj  :•>  decr^aae :  and  whether,  onkr 
:he=«r  •::p:am5ian<»5,  the  Education  Ik- 
{tort men:  will  reni=e  their  assent  to  the 
appIicaii-.-r.   ■1  :he  London  School  Board. 

The  VICE-PRB>IDENT  or  the 
COMMITTEE  of  the  COUNCIL  os 
EMXATION  Sir  J.  Gorst.  Cambric]^ 
T.':::ver5i:y  ■  :  The  reply  to  the  first  two 
u-ie^ti'jns  :*  in  iheatfirmative.  Theqne^ 
tians  whether  increaseil  accommodation  i? 
rejuiretL  itnd  whether  the  population  is 
likely  ro  dei:-rea.<e,  are  now  the  suhjeci  of 
in-iiiiry  ;  and  the  sanction  •»£  the  Educa- 
ti'jQ  Dep^irtment  to  the  proposed  ;<cho(>l 
in  W.xid  Street  liepemis  on  the  result  of 
that  inquiry. 

WORKING-CLAS^  lAVELLIXi;S  AT 
BETHNAL  UREEX. 

Mr.  J.  G.  TALBOT :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  I^part- 
ment  whether  his  attention  bis  been 
calle<l  to  various  schemes  of  the  London 
Schtx>l  Board  for  building  new  schools  in 
the  district  of  Bcthnal  Green,  whereby  a 
number  of  the  liwellings  of  the  working 
classes  are  to  he  removed  :  and  whether 
sufficient  accommodation  has  been  pro- 
vided for  the  pers4ins  so  displaced  :  if  not 
whether  he  ^^ill  take  steps  to  ensure  the 
enforcement  of  the  law. 

The  SECRETARY  or  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  liancs.,  Blackpool) :  I  am 
afraid  that  my  risht  hon.  friend's  ques- 
tion is  harrlly  detinitc  enough  to  enable 
me  to  give  a  precise  reply  :  but  I  am 
informe<l  by  the  I^ndon  School  Board 
that  in  dealing  with  houses  occupied  bv 
the  labouring  classes  they  have  on  all 
occasions  paid  due  regard  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Acts  under  which  they  are  em- 
powered \a)  purchase  such  houses,  and 
certainly  I  am  n«>t  aware  of  any  contim- 
yentions  of  the  law  iu  this  respect. 


Qit/'Mfif)n< 
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Mr,  .1.  G.  TALBOT  :  Has  tho  l^uv  1>ccn 
I  enforced  in  thia  particular  district  of 
,  London  ] 

Sir  M.  white  KH>LEY  :  !f  any  in- 
foTTTiation    is    forwarded    tn   me,    1   shall 
lie    pleased    to    eoniniunicatc    with    the 
I  authorities. 

IXgrALlKIKU  DISPENSERS. 
Major  RASCH  :  !  heg  to  tisk  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Council  whether 
arry  provimon  has  lieen  made  hy  which 
accidenta  resulting  from  mistakes  made 
by  tmijualified  dispensers  in  doctors*  sur- 

f erics  are  l*rought  to  the  notice  of  the 
*rivy  Council  ;  and,  if  so,  whose  -<luty  it 
is  to  report  such  cases,  and  is  the  Govern- 
ment in  a  position  to  state  the  numl>er  of 
such  cases  which  have  occurred  *  lining 
the  jmst  two  years. 


it  hm  l>een  shown  that  a  child's  home 
surroundings  are  objection:il>le,  they 
should  be  empowerecl  to  bi-ing  such  cases 
before  the  magistrates,  with  the  oliject  of 
having  them  dealt  with  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Industrial  Hehools  Act. 

Thk  chief  SECKETAKY  for  HiK- 
LAND  {Mr,  Q.  W.  Balfour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  There  is  a  good  deal  to  be  said 
in  favour  of  the  proposal  to  which  my 
hon.  and  gallant  friend*a  question  refers. 
Legislation,  however*  would  he  necessary 
to  give  effect  to  it,  aiitl  I  coidd  not  under- 
take to  deal  with  the  snliject,  at  all 
events  during  the  present  session. 


GLIN  BISTHICT  SCHOOL. 

Mr.   AUSTIN  (Limerick,  W.) :  I   l>eg 

to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lfntl 

f    r,..i..,rT.     rni  .    .1  '    '      Lieutenant  of  Ireland  why  arrangements 

Sm  J.  Gi)RST:  The  answer  to  this  IB,  ^^^^1^^    ^^^    ,^    ^^^^.j^^    ^,^   ^^    ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^ 


in  the   negative. 


The  General  Medical 
Council  are  reporterl  to  have  appointetl  a 
committee  to  consider  the  representations 
a^ldressed  tn  them  by  the  Privy  Council 
on  the  subject. 


SCHOOL  TEACH  Kits*  8UPKU- 
ANNIIATIUN. 

Mr.  BH^L  (Staffs,  Leek) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether,  as  a  superannuation 
system  has  been  established  for  elemen- 
tary school  teachers,  w^hich  includes  those 
employed  in  reformatory  and  industrial 
schools,  he  w^ill  endeavour  to  procure  the  j  Company,  as  th 
inclusion  in  some  satisfactory  pension  referred  to,  is 
scheme  of   the  masters  and   matrons  of  '  between  Tarbert    and    Kilrush,   and    it 


tourist  steamer  plying  between  Kilrnsh 
and  Tarbert  proceed  to  Clin  and  Foynes 
to  meet  the  train  arriving  at  the  latter 
place  from  Limerick  at  noon,  so  as  t<i 
afford  facilities  fi>r  the  conjoint  unitms  to 
send  on  the  children  to  the  Glin  District 
School,  as  also  enabling  the  members  of  the 
board  of  management  to  attend  regularly 
to  the  duties  essential  to  the  proper  work- 
ing of  the  institution. 

Mr.   G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  The  contract 

between    tlie    Commissioners   of     Public 

Works   and    the    Waterfoid    Steamship 

rjwners  of  the  steamer 

limited   to   the   transit 


those  institutions. 
Sir  M  white  RIDLEY 


would  not  be   competent,  therefore,   for 
When  the    the  Board   of  Works  to  require  that  the 


Bill   for   establishing  the  superannuation  |  f^^^^^t^/}?^^,^;}!  ^^^^^^^       Glin^as  suggested. 

system  referred  to  w*as  under  considera-      "   -   -^    ^-..,-»^  .,   ^     ^   ^ 

tion  I  ctjUflulted  the  Treasury  to  .see 
w^hether  it  wiis  possilde  to  include  the 
officers  mentioned,  but  they  did  not  feel 
justified    in    extending    the    State-aided 

rsnsion  scheme  lieyond  certified  teachers, 
am  afraid  that  I  cannot  see  my  w^ay  to 
reopening  the  i]ue8tion  at  present 

HIELAND  -INDUHTKI AL  SCHOOLS 
ACT. 

ComNEL  >PCALMONT  (Antrim,  R): 
I  l>eg  U*  Ji-sk  thr'  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutfrnant  i>f  Ireland  w-hether 
p(iwcrs  n«jw  conferred  on  school  boards  in 
England  could  be  extenrled  to  school 
attendance  committees  in  Ireland,  where- 
by, in  Ciises  where  the  attendance  ortler 
of  magistmtes  is  not  complied  with  and 


It  is,  of  course,  open  to  the  authorities 
interested  in  the  school  t**  negotiate  for 
this  purpose  with  the  Waterford  Steam- 
ship Ciimpany. 

IRI8H     NATIONAL    TEACHERS* 
EXAMINATIONS. 

Mr.  DAVITT  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
how  many  second  division  of  first  class 
teachers  applied  this  year  to  the  C'ommis- 
sioners  of  National  Etlucation,  Ireland, 
for  admission  to  attcml  the  July  examina- 
tion for  first  of  first ;  and  how  many  of 
these  teachers  are  to  be  admitted; 
whether  this  numlier,  in  comparison  with 
the  former,  is  proixirtionately  below  the 
avenige  for  preeeiiing  years ;  and  if  so, 
can  the  Commissioners  state  why  ;  w^hat 
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are  the  cotiditions    necessary  to  entitle  [  districts  under  the  Loc^I  Gt:)venunem  Aei 


candidates  for  admission  to  the  examina- 
tion for  the  first  division  of  first  class  ; 
will  he  explain  why  this  class  of  teachers 
have  been  kept  in  ignorance  of  their 
lulmission  or  non-admiasion  for  two 
months  longer  this  year  than  heretofore  ; 
and  whether,  considering  this  prolonged 
delay,  and  the  hardship  inflictetl  on  thcs^e 
teachers  therel>y,  tlie  Lord  Lien  tenant 
will  advise  the  Commissioners  to  atimit 
to  the  examination  all  those  teachers  whu 
duly  applied  for  entrance. 

Mr.  U.  W.  BALFOUK  :  The  number 
of  applications  referred  to  in  the  lirst 
piHigi-aph  was  L34  ;  permission  to  attend 
the  examination  wtis  given  in  78  of  these, 
The  proportion  of  admissions  is  higher  | 
this  year  than  in  prcviuns  years,  Candi-  I 
dates  for  the  first  division  of  first  class 
must  be  already  in  tlie  second  (h  vision  of 
that  class,  and  tliey  may  then  obtain  the 
higher  grmle  either  without  examination 
after  giving  seven  consecutive  years  of 
highly  efticient  service  or  by  passing  a 
special  examination  after  three  conHeeutive 
years  of  such  Bervice.  Candidates  pro- 
ceeding under  the  revised  programme 
have  not  been  kept  in  ignuranee  of  their 
admiBsion  longer  this  year  than  usual.  In 
the  case  of  those  taking  advantage  of  tht^ 
recent  concession  to  proceed  for  cxainina 
tion  under  the  old  programme  this  year, 
notice  was  unavoidal»ly  deiayetl  pending 
the  receipt  of  Treasury  sanction.  Per- 
mission  to  attend  the  examination  is 
always  contingent  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  inspectors  for  efficiency  in  the 
schools,  and  the  Commissioners  eaimot 
agree  to  any  departure  from  this  condi- 
tion on  the  present  occasion. 

LAND  VALUATION   AT  SlJCiO. 

Mr.  R  A.  M*HU(IH  (Lcitrim,  K.) :  I  , 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  i 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  lie  is  ' 


the  lands  are  separately  valued  so  that 
rates  may  be  levied  on  plots  of  land  evia 
when  the  buildings  •)ti  them  are  i» 
occupied. 

Mr.    G.    W,    BALFOUR  :    The  Slip 

Corporation  were  inforine<l  l»y  the  C-om- 
missiorier  of  Valuation  that  under  lh« 
existing  Statutes  a  revaluation  for  rating 
purposes  of  the  lantl  within  the  bortmp 
boundary  was  not  fetusible  ;  but  the  exit- 
ing ^'aluatiun  lists,  of  which  they  hare  s 
copy,  set  out  sc pirate ly  the  value  of  lh« 
land  and  other  mte^hle  hereditamenu. 
The  reply  to  the  second  piragraph  is  ia 
the  negative.  As  regaixls  the  third  paia- 
graph,  lands  ai-e  separately  valued  in  all 
towns,  whether  urban  districts  or  not. 

THIN  POST-rARDS  Fi»R  COMMERCLa 
IMHPCKSKS. 

Sir  KJOGINALL)  HANSON  (London): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  »Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master-CTeneral,  whether  any  decision  hii 
yet  been  arrive"  1  at  Jis  to  the  provision  of 
a  large-sized  thin  inland  post-card  for 
conunercial  purposes. 

TiiK  FINANCIAL  SECRKTARY  lo 
THE  THEASUKY  (Mil  HANPiuav, 
PrestoTi)  :  The  questiiin  is  now  under 
consideration,  and  1  hope  to  be  able  to 
arrange  for  the  provision  of  such  a  postr 
card, 

THE   KA8T  CENTRAL   DISTRICT  POST 
OFFICE  STAFF. 

Mr,  M*GHEE  (Louth,  S,) :  I  be« 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treastliy, 
as  representing  the  Postmaater-Geneml, 
whether  a  reply  can  now  be  given  to  the 
petition  forwarded  to  him  in  August, 
1 897,  by  the  staff'  of  the  P^astern  Central 
District  Post  Offices  (countermen  and 
telegraphists)  ? 

Mr.  HANRUKY  :  This  memorial  has 


aware  that  the  Sligo  Corpuration  has  asked  ;  ,iow  l>een  answered.     Among  other  poinW 


the  Commissioner  of  Valuation  in  Ireland 
for'  a  valuation  of  all  the  Ltnd  within 
their  borcuigh  Inmn  iary,  as  distingnishetl 
from  other-  rateable  hereditaments,  and 
that  the  Commissioner  has  replied  saying 
he  hiwl  no  power  to  dti  what  the  Curpo 
ration  asked  :  whether  tluue  is  any  pulilic 
department  in  Irelar;d  which  can  make 
such  a  valuation  as  is  desired  by  the 
Siigo  Corporation  ;  aiul  if  so,  how  can  it 
be  put  in  motion  in  the  particular  case 
referred  to  ;  and  is  he  aware  that  in 
towns  which  were  not  constitute*!  urlMin 


the  memorialists  askerl  for  an  increase  in 
the  f  Him  her  of  snprn*i>r  appoint  me  nts^  and 
the  ntunlwr  of  uvcrseers  wjis  increased  on 
the  7th  instant. 

NKWRIJSS  iniST  OFFICE  ME8SENi;EIt 
Mu.  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,  K): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Fostmaster-Groneral,  if 
a  recently  appf>inted  messenger  to  the 
Newbliss  Post  Ofhce  is  fmid  the  salary  of 
3s,  6d»  a  week  ;  and.  whnt  arc  the  fhttiii 
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this  messenger  has  to  perform,  and  upon  {  officers     in      i|UGstion      without      such 
what  test  was  the  salary  of  Ss.  6d.  a  week    qualifications.     They    ha\'o   been  treated 

with  great  consideration,  and   the  case  is 

now  finally  settled. 


Wised. 

Mr.      HANBURY:      There     is     no 

messenger  emplovtHl  at  the  Ntnvljliss  Post 
Office  at  the  salary  named.  The  8nb- 
Postmaster  of  Newljlias  receives  an  allow- 
ance of  33.  a  week  to  provide  for  the  con- 
veyance of  certain  mail  Imgs  between  the 
post  oJiice  and  the  railway  station. 
Inqnir}*  is  l>eing  maile  as  to  the  time 
occupied  and  the  adequacy  of  the 
allowance. 

blMKHICK  SORTING  CLERKS. 

Mr,  PATRICK  O^BRIEiN  (Kilkenny): 
I  lieg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
«is  representing  the  Pustm aster-General, 
whether  a  decision  hjis  been  am  veil  at  by 


STATE  AID  Ft  Ml  THE  BLIND. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  On  behalf  of 
the  lion.  Member  for  Dublin  (8t.  Patrick^s) 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Uepartmcnt  whether  kit 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  meeting 
of  the  blind  recently  held  in  Dublin  ; 
and  whether  the  (Tovernment  intend  to 
introduce  a  measure  to  provide  State  aid 
foj-  the  blind  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
similar  to  that  provided  by  Continental 
Governmeots. 

Sir  M,  WHITE  RIDLEY:  By  the 
courtesy  of  the  hon.  Member  1  have  seen 
a  report  of  the  recent  meeting  in  iMiblin 


the  Department  whercliy  two  acting  sort-    ^j  ^^^  National  League  of  thelibnd.    The 
ing  clerks  at  Liraenck   with   eight  years  ,  ^^^^^^  -^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^.^■^^  concerns  Hueciall v 


useful  service,  have  been  served  with 
notice  of  dismissid  owing  to  their  inability 
to  qualify  in  telegraphy  at  a  \ery  advancefl 
age  ;  whether  this  is  to  lie  underHtood  as 
the  final  settlement  of  the  cum  of  the 
officials  concerned  ;  und  will  the  Post- 
master-General reconsider  his  decision,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  official  referrcfi 
to  entered  the  Post  Office  service  under 
the  disamalgamation  scheme  aiKl  wei-e  not 
called  upon  w  learn  telegraphy  until  they 
w^ere  23  years  okJ,  and  place  those  officers 
with  such  a  lengthened  connection  with 
the  Department  on  the  establishment 
without  the  necess^iry  telegraphic  qualifi- 
cations. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  acting  sorting  ^^*^^^^^*^*^^  *^*^  !^^''^  ^^I''^^'^'^^^^^^^ 
clerks   referred  to  are   those   who  were  i  P]^^  «i  a  conchtion  suitable  for  the  trade 
required,  in  accordance   nith  the  rules  of    ^^  ^^^  distnct  and  the  shipment  of  fish, 
the    service,    to    onalify    in    telegraphy        Mr.  G.W.BALFOUR:  In  November 
before  being  placea  on  the  establishmerjt ;    last  the  Board  of  Works  caused  this  pier 
they  were  informed  as  far  back  as  June^    to  be  inspected,  and  directed  the  attention 

'  of  the  Grand  Jury  t-o  the  necessity  of 
removing  an  accuniulatiun  of  silt  in  the 
harbonr.  The  Gniod  Jury  at  the  March 
Assizes  granted  the  sum  of  £100  for  the 
purpose  ;  inquiry  will  l>e  made  whether 
the  work  hivs  been  carried  out.  Inquiries 
maile  at  the  inspection  in  Novend>er 
tended  to  show  that  the  silting  did  not 
arise    from    the    action    of    the   (|Ujirry 


my  Department,  and  I  am  afraid  I  can 
only  say  that  I  am  not  aware  that  there 
is  on  the  part  of  the  Govertunent  any 
intention  to  introduce  a  measure  such  as 
that  indicated, 

C^VSTLETnVVN     BEHEHAVHN    VIEU. 

Mr.  PATRICK  (TBRIEN  :  On  behalf  of 
the  hon.  Mcnilier  fi»r  St.  Patrick's  Division 
of  Duldin,  1  lK?g  to  ask  the  Cliief  Secrctar'v 
to  the  Lor€l  Lieut  enfint  of  Ireland 
whether  the  Lish  Boanl  of  Works  have 
taken  any  steps  with  regard  to  the  silting 
up  by  quarry  owners  of  the  pier  at  Castle- 
town Be  re  haven  ;    and    whether    he  can 


1897,  that  they  could  not  be  retained  in 
the  ser\Hce  if  they  failed  to  qualify, 
Although  they  have  since  been  grantetl 
further  opportunities  to  qualify  they  have 
not  become  eflicient  in  telegraphy,  and 
have  been  definitely  informed  that  their 
serdce  as  acting  sorting  clerks  must  be 
discontinued,  but  they  have  been  offered 
nomiiiAtions  as  postmen,  which  they  have, 
however,  declined.     The  eldest  of  these  '  owners,  as  alleged,  l»ut  from  the  practioe 


persons  of  "  very  advanced  age  "  is  25, 
Other  candidates  under  similar  con- 
ditions with  respect  to  age  and  service 
have  been  able  to  obtain  the  necesaaiy 
qualifications,  and  there  would  be  no 
justification     for    appointing    the     two 


h- 


of  depositing  general  rul>bish  along  the 
foreshore,  which  was  calculated  to  iru^rease 
the  rate  at  which  silting  would  naturally 
take  place  at  one  side  of  the  pier.  The 
local  authorities  are,  therefore,  interested 
in  preventing  a  continuance  of  this  prac- 
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tioe  80  far  as  possible.  The  duty  of  main- 
taining  tliu  pier  in  a  coiniition  stiitilile  for 
its  oi'iginal  purpose  now  rests  with  the 
County  Council 


knows^  the  business  for  tha  week  is  fixiid 
T(j-day  we  t^ike  thft  8cot<?h  Private  HD 
Protretlure  Bill  ;  to-morrow  we  ^hall  tjJti 
the  Third  Readings  of  the  t%vo  Bills  upor 
which  the  Report  stage  is  finished,  the 
London  Government  Bill  and  the  Fiiuoo^ 
Bill  ;  Wednesday  is  a  private  memben 
Mb.  SAMUEL  SMITH:  I  beg  to  ask  |  day  ;  on   Tliursday  we    propose    to  Uke 


THE  WVMl  OF  m\  MICHAELX 
SOUTHAMrrON. 


the  First  Lord  of  the  Trutusury  whether- 
he  ia  aware  that  the  Kev.  J.  ^V.  J.  J, 
Danhury,  whom  the  Lord  Chancellor  \ni& 
appointetl  to  the  vieanige  of  St.  Miehaelsj 
Southampton,  is  a  mem  her  of  the  dm- 
fraternity  of  the  Blessed  Saenmient .  anrl 


the  discussion  on  the  Indian  i>\\pi 
Bounties  ;  and  on  Monday  next^  if  tV 
Scottish  Private  Bill  Procedure  BiJl  isoa 
finished,  wc  shall  continue  with  it.  It  « 
also  possible  that  on  MoTiday  I  may  hiv? 
to    ask    the    House    to    ujive    us    furth*;T 


that  the  wearing  of  sacrificial    vestments  I  f^^i^it/ies  for  Government  business,  and  in 


and  other  illegal  practices  were  notoriously 
in  use  at  the  church  of  which  Mr.  Dan- 
bury  was  the  curate  ;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  11  th  April,  it  is  still  possible  tn  re- 
seiud  this  appointmetit. 

The  first  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfofr,  Maiiehester, 
E.) :  I  understand  the  reverend  gentle- 
nian  to  whom  the  hon.  Meml>er  refers 
belongs  to  no  f^ssoeiation  except  the 
English  Church  Temperance  Association. 

SOUTH  AFHTf'AN    KKPriUJC '^THK 
BL< JEMFONTEIN  V\ »N FERENC  "K. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  Her 
Majesty^s  Government  have  yet  come  to 
any  decision  with  regard  to  the  new 
situation  which  has  arisen  in  the  Trans-  j 
vaal  owing  to  President  Kmger's  rejec- 
tion of  the  proposals  for  a  settlement  of  i 
the  franchise  question  suggested  by  Sir 
Alfred  Milner  at  the  Bloemfontein  Con- 
ference. I 

Mr.    a.    eL   BAI.FOUR  :    I   have   no  ' 
statement  to  make  up:>Ti  Transvaal  pjlicy 
in  addition    to  that   which   was  msule  on 
Friday  last  l>y  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies, 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Sm  CHARLES  CAMKRON  :  I  !)eg  to 

'^ifik  the  First  Lord  i>f  the  Tieaaury  when 

it    is    propose*!    to    proceed     with     the 

Te  1  egra p h s    ( Te  1  o ph on ic   C < > m ni u  r d c< » t  i o» i , 

&c.)BilL 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUK:  There  are 
three  or  four  f|uestions  with  regard  to 
public  business  in  connect  inn  with  Bills 
yet  to  come  before  the  House,  I>ut  I  can 
make  no  statement  at  the  present  time 
in  regani  t^*  these  Billsj  for,  as  tlie  House 


making  the  request  I  shall  make  such  a 
statement  on  business  as  J  am  able  to  dft 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (LynnRegii): 
What  Supply  will  be  taken  on  Friday  T 

Mr.  a,  J.  BALFOUR:  J^cotch  Esti- 
mates, beginning  with  the  Education 
Vote. 

Mr.  CHANNING:  When  ^vil]  (tb 
next  stage  of  the  Foixi  and  Drugs  Bill  l»e 
taken  1 

iMR.    A.    J.    BALFOUR:    That    fall* 

under  the  general  category  of   questions 
to  which  I  have  already  referred, 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  ^\^Jen 
does  the  light  hon.  Gentleman  propose  to 
take  the  Colonial  Loans  Fujid  Bill  I 

Mr,  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  stated  last 
week  that  I  understood  it  was  important 
that  the  Bill  should  be  proceeded  with  to- 
day, and  that  it  would,  at  the  cost  of  some 
inconvenience,  have  to  take  precedence; 
but  further  consultation  with  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer has  shown  that  it  can  be  put  off, 
and  I  will  not  make  an  al>ortive  stal^ 
tnent  upon  it  now. 

Mr-     JAMES     LOWTHER     ^Kent, 
Thanct) :  When  is  it  intended  to  take  the^ 
Undersized  Fish  Bill  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  It  may  be  | 
taken  aft4*r  Twelve  o'clock. 


i 


PinVATE  Li:aiSLATh»N    PROCEDITRK 
(SCOTLAND)  \ EXPENSES). 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committoe.) 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"Tliat  it  is  <^x|KMhent  to  autliorise  the  (lay* 
iiieiit,  uiit  of  inoaeyH  x<\  1*e  iiroirifleii  liy  I'lirtiii* 
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nieiit,  of  any  reiiinneratioii,  alio  wan  (?e.s,  and 
expen>*ef*  llitit  riifiy  Itc^oomc  j«iy«vl»lB  tmcler  any 
Acl  of  the  prei«jnt  session  tu  provide  for  iui- 
provinj^'  ami  extemHnij:  tlie  procedure  for 
obtaiom;^  I'arlifiriienLiLrj'  powern  bv  way  of 
Provisional  Ortlen^  in  niatt^jrH  relating*;  to 
Scotland,"— (6' ir  WUdum  WalrondJ) 

Mr.  THOMAS  8HAW  (Hawick  | 
Bur^ha) :  I  beg  to  move  to  omit  the 
word  '' remuneration ''  from  tbe  Kcsolii- 
tion.  I  am  qui  to  aware  that  this  is  only 
an  enabling  resolution^  hut  I  am  anxious 
at  the  earliest  moment  to  make  it  known 
what  is  the  attitude  I  desire  to  take  upon 
this  Bill  I  am  not  hostile  to  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  hut  my  objection  is 
to  setting  up,  by  means  of  this  measure, 
an  extra- Parliamentary  Commission  of 
salaried  officialM.  Without  desiring  to 
prejudge  discussion  of  the  Bill,  I  think  its 
legitimate  purpose  wotdd  be  met  by  con- 
fining the  resolution  to  allowances  and 
expenses. 

Amendment  proposed ^ — 

**  To  leave  out  the  word  '  rennmemtion.'  " — 
(3/r.  ThiS,  Shfftr.) 

Question  proposed — 

*•  Thiit  tht*  \yQrd  *  remuneration  '  ntantl  part 
of  the  Ke«ohitioii.'' 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  Buteshire) :  I  hope  this  will  not 
be  pressed.  This  Resolution  merely 
enables  the  Committee  to  do  certain 
things,  and  even  if  it  is  passed  in  its 
present  form  it  will  lca\'e  the  situation 
precisely  the  same  bo  far  as  the  proposals 
of  the  Bill  are  concerned.  When  the  Bill 
is  in  Committee  it  will  be  in  order  for 
my  hon.  and  learned  friend  to  move  to 
strike  out  the  clause  which  provides  for 
the  remuneration  of  certain  of  the  Com- 
missioners. It  would  be  very  inconvenient 
at  this  st^ige  to  discuss  competing 
schemes. 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness) :  In  aU  the 
Bills  hitherto  brought  forward  the  pro- 
posal has  been  to  Imve  a  jNiid  Commission, 
but  under  this  Bill  the  Comuusion  will  be 
partly  paid  and  partly  unpaid.  If 
Memliers  of  either  House  sit  on  the 
Commission  they  are  not  to  be  piid,  but 
all  ontsidei's  are  to  receive  remuneration.  | 
I  think  this  is  a  hi\A  principle :  they  ! 
either  ail  ought  to  be  paid»  or  none  should 
receive  payment  for  the  work  done.  In 
the  past  the  Committee  have  done  the 
work  without  pfi}Tuent»  and,  seeing  how 
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I  satisfiictorily  that  principle  has  worked,  I 
'  protest  against  setting  up  a  paid  C'oin 
1  mission.      I   believe,  however,  that    the 

Lord  Advfx^ate  hm  on  the  Paper  an 
I  Amendment    which    meetn  us    half  way, 

and  unrler  the  circumstances  I  thitik  it 
'  would  be  lietter  to  postpone  the  fight 
I  until  we  come  to  that  Amendment 

Mr.  J.  P,  HMITH  (Lanark,  Partick) : 

I  understand  that  the  Kcsolution  provides 

I  not   ordj   for   the   remuneration    of   the 

!  Commissioners,    but    also    for    that     of 

the   clerks   and   other  officials  who  will 

I  have  to  be  paid   whatever  scheme  may 

I  eventually  be  adopted  ;  I  hope,  therefore, 

the  Amendment  wiW  not  be  pressetl, 

i 

Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW  :  I  bog  to  ask 

leave  to  withdraw  it, 

*xMr,  CH  ANNING  (Northampton,  E.)  : 
As  an  English  Member,  I  wish  to  enter 
an  emphatic  protest  against  the  prDpisal 
of  this  Bill  u%  cheapen  Private  Bill 
proeeilure  for  Scotland  1»y  throwing  part 
of  the  costs  on  the  general  taxptiyer. 
Any  scheme  that  may  be  adopted  for  that 
purpose  shoidd  be  applicable  to  the  w^bole 
of  the  L^nited  Kingdomp  and  not  merely 
to  Scotland. 

Amendment*  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Onginal  Question  put  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  autho- 
rise the  payment,  out  of  moneys  to  l>e 
provided  by  Parliament,  of  any  remunera- 
tion, allowances,  and  expenses  that  may 
become  payable  under  any  Act  of  the 
present  session  to  provide  for  improving 
and  extending  the  procedure  for  ubtain- 
ing  Parliamentary  powers  by  w^ay  of 
ProWsional  Orders  in  matters  i-elating  to 
Scotland. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 


I  PRIVATE    LEf;iST.ATH>N    PRfM'HDUHE 
{SCl*TL.\NIi)   BILL. 

CoM.^tirrEK. 

Onler  for  Committee  reail. 

Captain  SINCLAlli  (Forfar):  1  rise 
!  to  move  the  Kesi)lution  which  staruls  in 
:  my  name,  Lt, — 

'*  That  it  he  >in  instniction  to  the  Committee 
that  they  have  jK»wer  to  extend  thu  jwsodp  of 
I  the    Bill    to  include  the  remainder    oi    the 
I  Uiiiteci  Kingdom." 

2  I 


nil 


Piivair  Ij*gi$hiium 
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I  wiah  to  extend  tbe  lienefits  of  this 
measure  Heyoiid  the  confines  of  Scot  hind. 
I  desire  that  it  may  apply  to  the 
remainder  of  the  United  Kingdom,  I  do 
not  think  th.tt  this  proposal  is  in  any  way 
in  eoJiflict  with  the  principle  of  the  Bill, 
for  the  Lord  Advocate  has  told  ua  that  it 
can  he  so  extended  withont  any  infiinge* 
ment  of  the  principle  em  hot  lied  in  it. 
I  do  not  see  ai\y thing  in  the  circumstances 
of  Scotlanrl,  nr  in  the  expression  of 
Scottish  opinion,  to  justify  the  limi tuition 
of  Buch  a  mejwnre  jis  this  to  Scotland 
alone.  The  Bill  confers  no  distinct  en- 
largement of  powers  upon  Scotland,  and 
does  not  in  ariy  way  interfere  with  the 
existing  procedure  in  regard  to  Provi- 
sional Oilers,  but  it  does  propose^  prac- 
tically, to  place  Scotch  Private  Bill 
legislation  in  the  hands  nf  people  not  con- 
nected with  Parliament.  T  think  it  is 
exceedingly  unfair  to  lay  upon  Scotland 
and  Scottish  opinion  the  losponsibility 
for  this  measure.  An  att-einpt  has  heeii 
mafle  to  justify  the  application  of  this 
Bill  to  Scotland  alone  by  i>ointing  out 
that  it  in  only  fr<ira  that  country  that  a 
desire  for  it  mis  come.  Moreover,  w^hile 
you  are  adding  nothing  to  the  privileges 
of  Scotland,  you  are  directly  takmg  away, 
by  this  Bill,  the  power  of  Parliament  over 
legislation  of  this  kind.  Vou  are  saying 
that  in  future,  instead  of  going  to  Par- 
liament an  hitlierto  for  these  powers^  ynu 
must  in  the  first  instance  go  to  the  Sec- 
rettiry  for  Scotland.  You  are  going  to 
give  no  option  whatever  of  making  use 
of  the  new  procedure  or  of  proceeding 
under  the  old  system.  I  do  think  that 
such  option  ought  in  lie  reserved  to  the 
promoters  of  Scottish  Private  Bills.  You 
are  making  a  serious  change  m  the  present 
system,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  these 
local  inrpiiries  will  involve  increased 
expense.  It  is,  therefore  unfair,  that  the 
whole  resporiHibility  for  the  change  should 
lj€  thrown  upon  puhlir  opinion  in  Scot- 
land. The  root  of  my  objection  to  the 
Bill  is  its  limitation  to  Scotland.  I  wish 
to  rehut  the  claim  which  has  bcfii  put 
forward  that  the  expressiort  of  public 
opinion  in  Scotland  hiis  been  r^ufticient  to 
justify  the  making  of  this  experiment  in 
that  country  alof»e.  Of  the  Scottish  local 
authorities,  which  nnmlier  from  200  to 
300,  there  are  only  ahnut  50  which  have 
expressed  any  opinion  at  all  on  this 
measure,  and  I  do  not  think  tliat  the 
expression  of  opirn'on  at  all  justifies  the 
proposal  of  the  Government.      Further,  I 

Captain  Sivciair, 


would  like  to  point  out  that  the  Bill  ti 
extremely  vague  upon  the  moat  important 
and  crucial  points  of  its  proceclure.     For 
instance,  there   is    the   question    of   tbe  | 
tril>uiial. 

*Mk.  SPEAKEK  :  Order,  order  !  The 
hon.  Member  is  discussing  the  merits  of 
the  Bill  as  it  applies  to  Scotland.  l*h« 
point  does  not  arise  at  present.  The 
question  under  deljate  ia  whether  the  Bill 
should  be  extended  to  the  rest  of  the 
Ignited  Kingdom. 

Captain  HINCLAIK  :  It  was  not  my 

intention  to  express  any  opinion  on  the 
merits  of  the  tribunal,  I  only  wanted  tii 
remind  the  House  thit  this  vevy  crucial 
point  has  riot  been  adeiiimtely  dealt  witit 
I  believe  that  the  Lord  Advocate^  reprt- 
senting  the  Government^  has  put  down 
jiu  Amefidment  in  regard  to  this, 

Mr.    SPEAKER:    Order,    order!      I 

must  ask  the  hon,  Mem1x*r  to  keep  tu 
the  Amendment. 


Captain  SINCLAIK  :  I  am  extremely 
sorry  if,  through  ignorance  or  ineptitude, 
I  have  transgressed  your  ruling.  Sir  ;  I 
only  wisbed  to  point  out  the  extremely 
vague  character  of  the  meaaure.  I  woold 
ask  hon.  Members  to  nutice  that  it  placet 
m  increased  burden  on  Scotland,  while  it 

ives  no  adequate  relief  to  this  eountiy. 

t  substitutes  for  the  machinery  which  at 
present  exists  for  dealing  with  Private 
Bil!  legislation  a  procedure  which  will  he 
more  costly,  and  which,  at  the  same  time, 
will  afford  very  little  relief  to  this  Hou»e, 
to  whichj  of  course,  the  Commission  will 
have  to  report  all  business  of  this  kind. 
The  fpiestion  is  whether  the  machinery 
you  are  setting  up  by  this  Bill  can  safely 
and  properly  be  extended  to  the  rest  of 
the  I'nitcd  Kingdom,  and,  while  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  see  a  system  of  devo- 
lution carried,  1  doubt  whether  this  i« 
mac  h  hi  cry  which  can  be  ?afely  extended. 
The  whole  burden  of  the  report  of  the 
Joint  Committee  which  thoroughly  con- 
sidered this  subject  in  1 888  was  that  any 
scheme  which  should  l^e  brought  forward 
dealing  with  Private  Bill  legislation 
shotdd  not  ho  a  piecemeal  scheme,  but 
shonkl  lie  one  general  and  common  in  its  J 
apphcation  to  the  whole  of  the  United  I 
In  that  way  only  CJin  we  da  \ 
tbe  various  interests  of    th^ 


fi 


( 


Kingdom, 
justice  to 


I 
I 
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differeiit  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  i  lanri  separately^  I  strongly  urge  the 
and  gWQ  this  House  thut  relief  which  '  GoveTrimofit  to  tv^m  to  extejid  the  pro- 
should  be  not  the  least  of  the  benefits  uf  \'i'5i on s  of  thin  Bill  to  the  rest  of  the 
any  measure  of  this  kind.  It  ia  ridiculous  Utiit^d  Kingdom.  If  the  me^isiirc  i.s  a 
to  aay  that  in  Scotland  there  is  any  spon-  l>ad  one,  it  >5hould  not  apply  to  Scotland 
taneoua  demand  for  this  measure,  or  any  at  all  ;  moiI  if  it  in  a  gotxl  one,  why  should 
desire  to  have  it  as  distinct  from  any  '  nut  the  rest  of  the  kin^dfdom  have  the 
other  part  of  the  United  Kingdom.  I  benetit  of  it  I 
have  no  wi^h,  however,  to  defeat  it,  I 
only  ask  the  House  to  seriously  consider 
that  it  is  proposing  a  great  change,  and  I 
therefore  lieg  to  move  the  Instruction 
which  stands  in  my  name. 


Motion  made,  and  truest  ion  proposed — 

**Tliat  it  i»o  an  InsLriirtion  Ui  tln3  f'oMiiinlt<36 
tliat  tlu*y  have  |umtir  t^j  exh?rnj  the -<(np«w>f 
tlitj  Bill  in  incliitle  the  reinainderof  Ike  I  nitetl 
KLnifiioin,"— ICW/jfoiiw  Sincinir.)  ! 


iMn.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  I  think  that 
both  the  horh  and  gallant  Member  who 
moved  the  Instruction  and  the  hori.  Mem 
ber  who  seconded  it  will  lecogni.se  that  I 
have  always  1>uen  very  much  in  sympathy 
with  a  great  many  of  the  lemarks  which 
tln»y  have  made,  and  1  cpiite  look  forward 
tu  the  time  when  it  will  he  founci  that 
the  proceduie  initiate<l  by  this  Bill  will 
have  met  with  .sc»  mtich  success  in  Scot- 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire,  l^tnd  as  to  jristify  its  adoption  bv  the  rest 
K.) :  I  desire  to  secoitd  the  Instruction.  I  of  the  United  kingdom.  As  \  sjiid  in 
do  so,  first,  on  the  ground  that  the  griev-  niy  speech  on  the  Second  Reading,  ^^  e 
ance  is  the  same  w^hether  in  England,  in  have  ]»een  careful  to  so  cast  the  Bill  as  to 
Scotland,  or  in  Ireland.  That  grievance,  |  enable  us  aftcrwaids  without  difficulty  to 
I  take  it,  is  the  expense  of  the  present  I  adapt  its  procedure  to  other  parts  of  the 
system,  and  it  is  felt  just  as  keenly  by  [  kingdom.  There  is  a  very  high  authority 
municipalities  in  remote  parts  of  Engfand  f*>i'  the  proposition  that  there  is  a  time 
and  Ireland  as  it  is  in  Scotland.  The  f<Jr  all  thing"^ ;  but  I  do  not  think  the 
absence  of  ioeal  inrjiiiry  is  also  as  strongly  time  has  yet  arrivefl  for  extcncbng  this 
ohjecteri  to,  and  the  demand  for  it  comes  Bill  ^t^  proposeil  by  this  Instruction.  I  do 
just  as  strongly  from  Ireland  as  it  does  '  not  know  any  courwe  by  which  the  Bill 
from  Scotland.  Therefore,  the  grievance  eoulil  lie  more  etfectivcly  wrecked  thatiby 
18  the  same,  and  the  remedy  is  the  same,  the  pitssing  uf  this  Instruction,  The  idea 
My  second  point  is  that  the  bulk  of  the  of  some  reform  of  Private  Bill  procedure 
precedents  in  recent  Parliamentary  histi»ry  has  long  been  in  the  forefront  of  discus- 
have  been  in  favour  of  general  legislation  '  aion  in  Scotland  ;  it  has  thcic  occupie*l  a 
on  these  matters,  and  it  would  not,  there- 1  prat'tical  position  which  it  has  not  occu- 
fore,  be  wise  to  limit  to  Scotland  alone  a  '  pied  in  other  parts  of  the  Uin'ted  King- 
proposal  which  should  apply  to  the  dom.  Perhap.n  I  should  make  some  little 
whole  of  the  United  Kingdom.  In  exception  on  behalf  of  Wales.  But  this 
1883,  and  again  in  ISSS^  when  this  I  may  say :  the  mind  of  the  Enghsh  people 
ijuestion  was  discussed,  it  w^as  gene-  i«  not  faniitiarised  with  the  pr-opos^ds  con- 
rally  agreed  that  the  subject  should  be  tained  in  the  Bill,  and  until  tliat  comes  to 
treated  as  one  which  concerned  the  whole  pass  I  think  hon.  Mcmlwrs  must  lie  con- 
of  the  United  Kingrlom,  and  it  is  only  tent  to  take  what  is  admitteilly  to  a  cer- 
sinee  theti  that  BiUa  have  been  intioduced  tain  extent  an  experiment  in  Scotland 
dealing  with  Scotland  alone.  l!il81J2the  alone.  That  country  is  reiuly  for  this 
First  Lonl  of  the  Treasury  recognised  the  Bill,  and  I  do  not  think  that  that  can  be 
fact  that  the  question  was  one  which  |  said  of  any  other  part  of  the  United 
affected  Irelnrid  in  an  equal  degree  ;  anrl  Kingdom,  I  hope  the  two  hon.  Members, 
we  have  even  hiid  from  the  Lord  Advocate  after  the  Bill  has  pro\ed  to  be  a  success, 
himself,  in  IJic  course  of  the  Second  Reading  will  have  the  satisfactifui  of  Pitying  that 
I>elmte  on  this  Bill,  a  virtual  tidmi.Hsionof  Scothuid  has  l*een  the  pioneer  in  this 
the  principle  for  which  I  am  contending,  matter, 
as  he  told  Js  he  agi^eed   that  this  Wcis  a 


House  of  Commons  rpiestiorj  rather  than 
a  S<!ottish,piegtion.       Upon  the  girmnds. 


Sm   H.    CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 


then,  tif  tb)  similarity  of  the  grievance,  and  man  thinks  apparently  he  is  pjiying  a 
that  pre^deots  hitherto  have  lieen  in  eouipliment  to  Scotland  by  his  iUJiion  in 
the  fUrectiou  of  not  legislating  for  Scot-  [  this  matter,  when  he  declares  that  this  jj^ 
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All  experiment  to  be  tried  in  Scotland  for 
the  benefit  of  the  other  portions  of  the 
Ufiitcd  KingduiiL  Whether  it  is  calle^l 
duing  things  piece  by  piece  or  is  regarded 
as  the  insertioti  of  the  thin  end  of  the 
wedge,  at  all  events  the  proposals  of  the 
CTOvernment  as  erabtxlied  in  the  Bill  are 
open  to  the  observation  that,  on  a  matter 
which  u  conimoT^  to  the  three  kijigdonis, 
one  part  has  been  selected  for  the  eiqieri- 
ment,  ar*d  for  no  very  ohvions  reason. 
The  subject  is  a  very  large  one,  and 
onght  not  to  Iw  dealt  with  in  a  Bill  ex- 
chusively  relating  to  any  particular  part 
of  the  Urtited  Kingdom.  There  is^  I 
think,  from  that  |Kiifit  f»f  view,  Kome 
force  in  what  my  hon.  friends  have 
urged.  But,  >vhile  I  have  a  great  d^^al  of 
sympathy  with  what  ttiey  have  said,  I 
confess  that  I  do  not  see  tliat  their  firgii- 
nients,  after  all,  \'\ny  strongly  support 
the  Inat ruction  wliich  we  are  discuHising. 
The  Motion  before  us  is  to  extend  the 
operation  of  this  Bill  to  the  rest  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  If  my  hoti.  friend  had 
made  the  speech  h*^  has  just  delivered  on 
the  Motion  for  the  Second  Heading,  arnl  if 
he  had  then  suggested  that  no  Bill  would 
be  satisfactory  which  did  not  apply  to  all 
three  parts  of  the  United  Kiogdora^  I 
could  have  understood  his  [josition.  But 
he  now  desires  to  extend  the  operation 
of  a  Bill  which  he  does  not  like  to  the  rest 
of  the  Uiuted  Kingdom,  and  although  he 
and  his  colleagues  may  be  ipiitct  justified 
in  pointing  out  the  disadvantages  of  the 
methods  which  the  Government  have 
chosen  to  adopt,  1  hardly  think  that  they 
have  made  out  a  strong  case  for  this 
Motian.  No  doubt  there  has  been  a 
strong  desire  in  Scotland  for  action  in 
this  direction,  hut  the  difficulty  h^LM  Ijcco 
as  to  the  machinery  to  be  decided  upon. 
There  are  certain  classes  of  people  in 
Hcotland  who  have  acchumetl  each  of  the 
Bucceasive  Bills  as  almost  the  work  of 
superhuman  wisdon»,  and  they  have  loudly 
denounced  all  those  who  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  point  out  the  lea^^t  fault.  As 
to  this  particular  Bill,  let  us  hope  that  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion  we  may 
improve  it  and  bring  it  into  hannony  with 
our  desires  to  a  greater  cxterit  than  it  is 
now.  If  wo  do  so,  ultimately  we  may 
extend  the  same  system  to  the  rest  of  the 
country.  I  am  not  at  all  suit5  that  it  is 
capable  of  that  exterisimu  There  is 
another  jwint,  which  is  thjit  in  choosing 
Scotlaml  as  the  field  of  exptuiment  the 
Government  have  chosen  the  very  quarter 
Sir  II,  Camphtil'Banntrman, 


where    there    is    less    of    this    sort  tf ' 
business  than  elsewhere,      Tlie  lunnuftt  ^i 
this   sort   of   legislation     in    Seotlaml  » l 
very  small  a.^  compared  with  England,  And 
in  that  respect  this   Bill    axw  hardly  W  t 
very  conclusive  experiment,      I  notic*?  tlm 
in  the  Convention  of  Royal  Burghs,  wbiclj 
have  always  l)een  strong  ailvocatt?sof  tliii  I 
new  system  of  legislation,   the  liest  tbtj 
ha^s  l>een  said  of  it  is  that  it  would  Iw  well 
to  take  it  with  its  faults,   that  it  may  U 
aaiended,  and   that  at  least  we  sbaU  k 
able  to  sec  how  it  will  work      That  is  nor 
very  inspiring,  I  shoukl  imagine,   for  ihc 
supporters  of  the  Bilh     I  can  only  e^cpreoa 
the  hope   that  my  hon.   friend  will   all^^ 
us  to  get  into  Committee  on  the   Hill:. 
order  that  we  may  make  the  best  measnr: 
we  possibl}'  cfui  of  it. 


Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy)  :  I 
I  cannot  understand  why  this  Bij 
been  brought  forward  at  all,  and 
sure  that  if  it  had  been  intended  to  apply 
to  the  whole  of  the  United  Kingdom  it 
would  not  ha\e  had  a  ghost  of  a  chance. 
Still,  I  am  glad  it  has  been  hrought  for- 
ward. But  I  am  also  glad  that  it  di)6s 
not  apply  to  other  parts  of  the  Unitad 
Kingdom*  The  principle  of  the  Bill  % 
go*xX  and  all  Home  Rulers  are  really  in 
favour  of  it,  In^cause  it  embodies  the 
principle  of  decentralisation.  Our  whole 
case  in  Scotland  in  regard  to  such  i|Utf«- 
tions  as  Local  Veto,  the  hind  i|ue8tiun,  and 
other  matters  in  which  we  are  interested 
is  that  we  should  be  dealt  with  8epamt4*lr, 
and  therefore  our  position  ought  to  U 
**a  separate  Bill  for  Scotland/*  If  we  can 
make  the  Bill  good  enough  to  lie  extended 
to  the  other  partn  of  the  United  Kingtloni. 
that  is  their  business  and  not  ours,  lliere 
is  good  enough  in  the  Bill  to  induce  us  to 
suppi^rt  the  Government  at  the  pn^sent 
stage,  but  when  we  get  mi^^  Cc*mnutt«o 
let  us  all  do  oiu*  l»est  to  b.'^nnoniscr  th^ 
Bill  according  to  our  views* 


Mr,  D.  LLOYD  GEORGE  {K  irnarTon) : 

As  a  Member  for  a  Welsh  co  istituency^ 
1  must  oppose  this  Instruct  on*  Thii 
boon  which  it  is  sought  to  confer  on  tfai 


other  nationalities  of  the  Uiu  ted  King 
dom  is  a  boon   for  which   the  f  <^re  not 

!  exceedingly  eager,  and  there  hajs  been  uq 
expression   of   opinion   in    favonir  of    ft 

I  The  only  argitment  in  favour  elf  th«  In* 


i 


our  elf 


H 


n1 


Pnt^e  Lt'tjisktion 


fitruction  that  I  have  heard  of  is  that 
the  Bill  is  such  a  very  bud  one  that  Scot- 
land ought  not  to  have  a  mouopoly  of 
its   disadviiritages,    and    that    the  other 
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h\\\  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1  :-— 

Mr.  EDMUND   KOBKKTSON  (Dim^ 


nationalities  ought  to  tttke  their  «h;ire  of  I      ^^^^ ^^'^^y^^!    m/i^ravi^Lm   umn^ 
the  burden.     I  quite  am-ee  that  it  is  a    ^f'K   ^^>^  ''^}''''^  »n  moving  the  omission 


thoroughly  bad  Bill,  anrf  it  m  amazing  to  f  ^\^  f^^^^^  .H^^^^  aiithority  or,  m 
roe  how  anv  Scotchmen  can  possibly  .ui>  ^!^^*^  f,  If^^  ^^  '\  '^y  ^^.  ^^^  some 
p<.rt  it.     f  hot,  however,  is  a  matter  for    ^''''}  ^(  rlefinition  of  the  words  "  pub) 


Scotch  Mi*ml>er8  themselves,  and  I  would 
not  have  entered  on  the  discussion  ha<l  it 
not  been  for  the  suggestion  that  the  Bdl 
shoukl  lie  extended  to  Walew.  I  do  not 
want  this  Bill  to  l>e  extended  to  \\'ales, 
and  I  am  sure  there  is  not  a  parish 
coujicit  if  I  the  whole  of  Wales  which 
wouJd  paH«  a  resolution  in  support  of  it. 
I  admit  that  there  is  a  very  crying 
grievance.     The  expense   of    Frovia^ional 


ic 
authority,"  I  do  not  know  whether 
*^  public  authority  "  has  been  already  de- 
fir  jed  ;  but  it  certiiinly  has  not  been  defined 
in  the  Bill  itself,  and  I  should  be  sui'priscd 
to  find  it  defined  in  the  Interpretation 
Act.  I  would  remind  the  Lord  Advneato 
that  there  is  this  special  re^ison  for  great 
care  being  taken  on  this  point^ — namely, 
that  by  this  Bill  we  are  going  to  set  up  a 
subf>rdinate  legislative  authority^  whose 
decrees  or  oi'ders  arc  to  have  the  effect  of 


Orders  for  water,  gas,  piers,  &c.,  amount  ^i^crees  or  omers  are  to  have  the  e fleet  of 
to  several  hundreds  of  pounds.  The  f"  ^^^^  of  Parliament  J  mt  only  if  they 
tariff  is  practically  prohibitive.  But  that  ^?^;^  complied  abs.Jute  y  with  the  eon^ 
i«  not  peculiarly  a  Scoteh  grievance  ;  it  is  '  '^?^''  laid  down  by  the  Bill  An  order  of 
a  grievance  that  we  want  to  roth-ess  in  i  ^^*^'l^?  would  lie  in  the  same  posit^ion- a 
the  House  of  Commons.  Something  has  ,  F>^*^^^'"  ^^*^^  ^f  ^'^  "^'^  ^*PpIy  to  anything  in 
liceii  sairl  l>v  the  Lord  Advocate  in  regard  '  2'''  ^'T''^^  ^y«teni-.-i.  an  Aetjjfissed  by  a 
t.1  the  fact  that  the  principle  is  gncwb  and    ^}''^''  Legislature  stands  to  the  Supreme 


Court  of  the  United  Slates.  It  might 
turn  out  after  the  lapne  of  ten  oi*  a  ilnzen 
years  that  it  wa.s  no  statute  at  .df  liefause 
it  did  not  L'<>mply  with  ihi*  (fiiitbtions  of 
the  original  Act  It  might,  in  fact, 
pro\e  to  be  absolutely  ultm  tire^. 
For    that     reason,    at     this     stage,    we 


that  there  was  as  great  a  grievance  in 
Wales  to  which  the  principle  might  at 
some  future  date  be  applied.  There  are 
a  larger  number  of  F*nvate  Bills  and  Pro- 
visional Orders  fiora  Wales  this  session 
than  from  the  whole  of  Scotland  ;  l*ut  I 

do    not    think    there    is  a  single    Welsh  ,    ,      .  ,    ,  •     i    i  t  ^     v 

Member  who  has  suggeste<l  that  this  is  ,  ^^^^^^^  be  mutieularly  careful  that  we 
the  waytodeal  with  the  grievance.  There  ^**'*-^  "'*^  ^""P''^  ^^7^\  ""^^^  ^^'h»ch 
are  two  alternative  plans  for  dealing  with  "***>;  "P^*  V^.  I'^^'f''  ^^Y.^  ^'""l"'  ^''""^^ 
i\x\^  question.      The  one  is  U,  constitute    J"    '^^**^'*^    '""^   '''    efteet     though    not    in 

fomi,  a  statutory  law.  Therefore  I  a^k 
the  Lord  Advocate  what  it  is  he  bnlds  is 
,  meant  by  "^public authority/' and  whether 
^  there  are  not  other  words  which  would 
more  fully  express  the  meaning.  I  have 
been   asked,    for    instance,    if   a   railway 


some  s*>rt  *»f  judicial  tribunal.  Well,  that 
is  a  p!an  which  woidd  commend  it- 
self undoubtedly  to  severaJ  Members  of 
the  House,  and  there  is  a  great  deal 
to  be  said  for  it,  for  many 
III  the  questions  to  be  decided  in  Pro- 
vdsional  Oixlcrs  are  purely  judicial  The  ^^^^^^"^ 
alternative  plan  is  to  refer  the  matter  to 
a  democratic  tribunal.     But  this  Bill  is 

neither  the  one  thine  nor  the  other :  it  is    P*'*™^^,  -         »         , 

a   sort   of   mongrel   half-breed    measure.  ^"^-^^^   ^^'^    Interpretation   Act,    Ijecause 


IS  a  pultbc  aiithurity.  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  is  meant 
to  be  included  in  "  public  authority  or 
Person ''  would   l>e  included 


lie  that  every  Welsh  Memiier  will  devote 
the  w*hole  of  his  spare  time  to  draw- 
ing up  Amendments  to  the  Bill  in  order 
to  obstruct  its  piiiising  through  the 
House, 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 


an  artificial  *' j>erson  "  is  an  incorporation, 
But  all  other  groups  of  himian  beings 
who  are  not  incotporated  are  sjnj  ly  tol- 
lections  of  incMvidiuuK.  The  woids 
"public  authority"  would  appear  to  le 
surplusage^  and  I  would  suggest  that  it 
would  be  better  to  strike  tbem  out  alto- 
gether.    I  beg  to  move* 


&io 


PriraU  l^rjuhttion 


Amendment  propf/seri — 

"In  page    1,   line  6,  to  leave  ont   'public 
antliority  or." "-  {>/r.  Edmund  HoberUon.) 

Quest  ion  prop^jserl — 

"Tliat     the     wrml.^    •  pulilic  authority  or' 
Mtaml  jiart  of  the  clau.'«e." 


Mr.  a.  G.  MURRAY  :  I  wjw  a  little 
bit  puzzled  in  rearliiig  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Mem>H.T  to  knr>w  whether  it  waa 
really  a  draftinf^  Amendment  or  whether 
he  wanted  to  raise  a  siil)stantial  question 
as  to  whether  the  Bill  should  or  sh<juld 
not  apply  to  any  public  authority.  I 
now  find  that  it  is  a  drafting  xVmend- 
ment,  and  so  viewing  it  I  am  somewhat 
indifferent  on  the  matter.  I  think  the 
wf)rfl  "  persf)!!,'  in  the  singular,  would  lie 
sufficient,  iKicause,  with  the  aid  of  the 
Interpretation  Act,  either  in  its  natui-al 
sense  or  as  relating  to  a  IkkIv  coipfirate 
or  incorpfiratf,  it  woulfl  include  every 
iKKly.  The  oliject  oi  the  hon.  Gentleman 
is  that  this  Bill  should  apply  to  every 
l»ody  that  has  }K,'en  hitherto,  and  is 
at  present,  ablrr  to  ai)ply  to  Parliament 
for  leave  to  intro<luce  a  I'rivate  Bill. 


{ COMMONS }        Procedure  {Scdlamt}  AOL       920 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAX: 
It  has  been  pointed  oat  to  me  that  there 
may  be  unfortunate  entities  who  are 
neither  "  public  authorities  "  under  the  Act 
nor  ''persons."  For  instance,  there  are 
Water  Commissioners  and  Kiver  Navi- 
gation authorities.  The  Clyde  Tnutecf 
is  a  large  case,  but  there  was  also  the 
Boarri  of  Navigation  of  the  Forth,  and 
after  that  large  body  ceased  to  exist  there 
was  at  Alloa  a  Board  of  Navigation  for  the 
area  between  Stirling  and  Alloa.  It  hu 
l>een  pointed  out  to  me  that  it  is  douhtful 
whether  that  Ixxly  is  a  "  public  authority " 
in  the  proper  sense  of  the  term. 


Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON: 
is  every}>ody. 


That 


Mr.  a.  G.  MURRAY :  The  19th  Sec 
tion  of  the  Interpretation  Act  states  that 
in  ever}'  Act  passed  after  that  Act  ihe 
expression  "  person ''  includes  any  hody 
or  person  corporate  or  incorporate  ;  and 
so  far  as  I  know,  there  is  no  body  which 
is  not  corporate  or  incorporate. 

Dr.  CLARK:  I  triwt  the  hoi. 
Member  for  Dundee  will  not  pie*^ 
this  Amendment,  because  if  it  is  carried 
it  will  prevent  the  discussion  of  my 
Amendment,  which  is  to  omit  the 
wonls  "or  persons,"  in  order  to  limit 
the  Bill  to  public  authorities  only.  If 
we  aie  to  intnxluce  a  system  of  thi* 
kind  tentjitively,  I  think  we  ought  to 
begin  with  the  public  authorities. 


Mr.  a.  (J.  MUIJKAV:  Ves,  that  is 
everybo<^Iy.  Th(;  leason  why  the  rl rafts- 
man put  **  public  authority  or ''  into  the 
Bill  was  that,  as  the  lion.  Member  is 
aware,  there  has  Immju  a  familiar  cry 
at^ainst  legislation  In'  refereiUM*  to  other 
Acts  as  to  what  is  intended,  and  the  man 
in  the  street  nsading  the  word  *'  jxirson  " 
might  think  for  a  moment  that  it  did  not 
include.  '*  public  authority."  Therefore 
it  was  more  \ty  way  of  indication  than 
definition  that  the  words  "public  au- 
thority "  were  included.  The  Avords, 
however,  are  not  really  lUMM'ssarv,  as  the 
word  *'  [MMsou,"  in  the  singular,  would 
(rover  <!  very  thing  desired.  On  the  other 
hand,  for  the  convenience  of  the  onlinary  , 
individual  the  words  *'  jniblic  authority 
or  "  would  i)robably  be  more  inti'lligible,  1  The  Amendment  is  a  very  important  one, 
and  therefore  th(i  Hill  has  Ix^en  framed  I  and  I  trust  the  First  Lonl  of  the 
in  that  way.  If,  however,  there  is  a ,  Treasury  and  the  Lord  Advocate  will 
strong  (jlgi^ction  against  tlieni,  I  am  ,  consider  it.  As  the  Bill  stands,  any 
iMU'fectly  willing  that  the  words  "  public  i  matter  which  can  now  be  dealt  with  by 
authority  or"  should  go  out.  Private  Bill  legislation  comes  under  its 

provisions.     What  I  propose  is  to  prevent 

Mr.  CKIPPS  (Gloucester,  Stroud):  I  matters  which  are  inconsistent  witn  or  an 
doubt  very  much  whether  the  word  addition  to  the  general  law  beinjj  dealt  with. 
**  person  "  includes  a  Ixxly  corporate  in '.  It  is  very  important  that  this  House  should 
the  sense  of  a  local  authority.  not  delegate  to  any  subordinate  authority 


Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  The 
hon.  MemlKjr  asks  me  not  to  press  my 
Amendment,  in  order  that  he  may  have 
an  ojjpoitunity  of  moving  his  Amendment. 
I  will  not  therefore  proceed  with  it 
further. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  CRIPPS  :  I  beg  to  move— 

"  After  *  authority '  in  iiage  1,  line  6,  to  ini^ert 
'other    than    a     public    authority     scekiii}; 
]K)wers  inconsistent  with,  or  in  addition  to,  tlic 
'  general  law.' " 
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whatever    the    power    »»f    iiiiiking    any    chim  and  Siiiiitiiry  and  rating  queationa  ? 


alt^^ration  in  tho  geneml  law.  The 
mattei's  which  it  ia  pn>|K>8ed  to  doh^gate 
inchid©  many  important  topics,     Bering 


If  not,  then  of  eoiiij^e  my  Amendment 
onght  to  ]w  ficeepttvd,  Stn'<dy  this  House 
oo^ht    to  distinguish    carofnily    Iw^tween 

-S^.i^)«ni:.^1  >'k^«^r..r'>%I.-.l->u<  i^^iT.1  t>iT,1  Ieh<r'e1ti4  lira 


the   recent   di:*cn.s3ions    on    the    London  i  judicial,   ;idministmtive,   and     leg's^ative 
Government   Bill    very   nmnv   important  ;  qncstions,     Thi*   proper  duty  of  outside 


proper 


questions  were  raised,    and   there  is  not  j  tribunalH  is  ;idministrative,  and,  although 
one  of  them   which   could  not   be  deidt   certain  judicial  and  legislative  work  may 


Tftith  under  this  Bill.  For  instance,  the 
crimitial  law  might  be  altered  as  regartU 
any  nnmicipality  without  thiB  House 
being  able  to  decide  one  way  or  the 
other.  It  iH  a  very  iraportiint  matter 
that  thin  Hoiuae  should  not  give  up  its 
power  to  legishite   to  any  other  tribunal 


incidentally  be  conferred  upon  them, 
they  are  not  |iroper  liodies  for  pnirly 
jurlicial  Inisiness,  and  a  great  deal  nf 
Private  Bill  business  is  Judicial.  As  far 
as  legislation  is  i-oncerhed,  we  ought  to 
keep  that  power  in  oui"  own  !ian<ls  \nth 
reference   to  what  may  be  extremely  im- 


The  House  lias  taken  extra  care  in  this  portant  points  *4  principle.  When  this 
direction  in  connection  with  sanitary!  Bill  was  discusscfi  on  the  Second  Reading 
matters,  antl  appointed  the  Police  and  ,  there  was  an  opinion  expressed  on  both 
Sanitary  Committee  to  report  if 
any  pro\ision  were  introducect  intij  a 
private  Bill  inconsistent  with  or  extend- 
ing the  existing  law.  Then,  again,  with 
reference  to  franchise,  proposed  altera- 
tions might  l>e  relegated  under  the 
Bill  to  a  Department— in  this  in- 
stance the  Secretary  of  State  for  Seot- 
lan<l  for  the  time  being-  and  the  siune 
applies  to  ciitlieuUies  that  might  arise 
between  |>ubbc  Interests  (m  one  side  and 
private  proiierty  on  the  other.  Let  me  go 
further.  Surely  the  Committee  ought 
not  to  pass  this  clause  in  its  present 
indefinite  anrl  indeterminate  form.  Let  us 
ask  onrselvpH  if  we  iTjtend  to  give  an  nut- 
side  tril»nnal  pnwer  to  alter  the  gcfieial  law. 
H  we  do  not,  we  ought  to  make  it  clear 
now.  We  iiught  to  say  that  it  is  incoii- 
sistent  with  our  |iri\ileges  and  ilnties  to 
delegate  any  suc-h  ]>ower  to  any  such 
tribunal.  What  is  the  character  of  this 
pn»po8«.Kl  tribunal  ?  Practically,  as  far 
as  this  Houee  is  eoncernetb  it  means  the 
Soeretary  of  State  for  Seotbirid.  Of 
course,  I  am  aware  that  the  Chairmen  of  ' 
Committees  havo  the  power  to  decide 
whether  a  particular  matter  ought  to  ' 
be  reserved,  but  that  is  no  reason 
why  we  should  delegate  those  powers 
to  an  outside  tribunal.  There  are 
various  matters  connected  with  Private 
Bill  legislation  on  which  this  House  has 
more  tlian  once  expressed  its  diil'erenee  of 
opinion  from  that  of  the  Chairmen.  As  this  ' 
Bill  stands  many  questions  arising  on 
unopposed  Bills  might  be  decided  liy  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland,  and  by  no 
one  else,  and  his  ptf  would  have  the 
power  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  Ai'e  we 
going  to  allow  the  crimijial  law  to  be 
altered  in  that  way,  or  question's  of  fran-  ; 


sides  of  the  House  that  the  area  within 
which  we  intended  to  delegate  our  legis- 
lative powers  ought  to  be  most  clearly 
define*!.  But  there  is  no  deHnition  in  the 
Bill,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  i>ne  of  the 
worst  instances  of  the  House  not  taking 
tlie  care  and  trouble  to  fiml  out  what  it 
intends  to  do,  but  sinq^ly  leavmg  it  to  the 
Chairmen  nr  tn  the  <aitside  tribunals  to 
define  for  themselves  instead  rif  taking 
the  definition  from  us.  As  to  the 
qnestion  of  devolution  generally,  1 
have  always  l>ecn  in  favour  nf  proper 
devolution,  and  I  have  been  misin- 
teqjn^ted  more  than  once  when  it 
was  saifl  that  I  wa^  in  favour  of  the  pre- 
sent system  and  r»pposed  to  any  reform  at 
all.  It  is^  however,  to  my  nund»  a  ques- 
tion  of  great  impi^rtance  whethei  this 
House  should  givi'  up  its  privileges  and 
decline  to  carry  out  its  duties.  Many 
imi:K>rtant  principles  havelict'ii  introfluctMi 
in  connection  with  Private  Bill  legislation. 
For  the  Amendment  which  I  now  move 
I  ask  the  support  of  all  who  think  that 
we  ought  to  keep  our  legislative  authority 
in  onr  own  hands,  or  clearly  ilefine  what 
we  intend  to  tlelegate  to  any  outside 
authority. 

A mendmen  t  propose*! — 

'*  In  paj^e  1,  line  6,  iiftt-r  *  antbority/  toin.'^ert 
the  word**. '  other  than  a  \mh\w  atithonty  seek- 
ing powers  iticonsivitcnt  with,  or  in  HiJilition  to, 
the  general  lnw/'— (Vr.  Crippa.\ 

Question  proposed — 

**  That  those  wortls  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  A.  G.  MUttRAY :  I  think  the 
hon.  Member  must  feel  that  I  cannot 
accept  thii^  Amendment.  The  practical 
reason  against  it  has  been  very  well  put 
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forwaxd  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Dundee,  l 
If  there  were  eases  where  something  was  | 
proposed  to  l>e  done  ahsohitely  different 
from  the  existing  law,  then  the  Chairman  ] 
would  say  that  they  were  matters  which  ' 
oouhl  not  be   determined  hy  the  tribtmah 
and  that  thoy  should  he  reserved  for  eon- 
sideratioo.     But  under  the  hnn.  Members 
propDsal,  where  the  wh<iJe  thing  had  been 
gftrie  into  and  passed^  an  action  miglit  he 
raised    in  a  cuurt  of    law,    and  it  ndgtit  i 
be  eontendod  that  the  Provisional  Ordei'  | 
was   m)t  worth    the  {>aper   on    whieli    it  i 
was    written,    because   it   ought   not    to  i 
have    gone    before    the   tribunal   at   all. 


have  known  Bills  to  l>e  rejected  whidb 
w^ere  praetieally  un(»pposed  because  attefh 
tiun  hits  been  called  hy  hon.  MeEulic*r» 
ti)  some  important  prineiple  contaiTietl  in 
them.  What  would  be  the  efiett  «J 
this  measure  ?  The  SecretAry  for  Sctrt 
land  might  jmss  a  ProvisioTial  Onler 
which  would  have  the  full  eflV'Ct  i*f  iiii 
Aet  of  Parh'ament :  it  wouhl  never  cnmr 
before  thin  House  at  all,  and  there  would 
1k3  no  opportunity  to  call  attention  to  iH 
provisions.  Yrai  make  n«j  provision  w*h«t- 
ever  sis  tf»  the  Orders  and  central  Iiistnic- 
tions  which  are  to  have  the  effect  of  an  Art 
of  Parliament.     Vou  make  no  provision  ta 


:  The  formal  objcc* 

Advocate  raiflea  io 

entirely     witbnnt 

many  things  which 


That  is,  I  think,  a  very  practiced  objection,  have  them  laid  upon  the  Tablt3  of  this 
We  are  rcall}^  mit  touehirig  the  privileges  House,  even  after  Twelve  o'clock,  Vougi%^ 
of  Parliament  at  all  in  this  matter.  The  all  the  power  to  tlie  Secretary  fiu-  Scot- 
hon.  Member  will  remember  that  if  a  Bill  i  land,  iiud  there  is  nothing  to  pre\  ent  hiiu 
is  opposed  the  f>ar ties  can  come  up  here  passing  Bills  uf  the  most  drastic  chamcter 
ami  have  the  matter  submitted  tu  the  That  is  the  dilferenee  between  this  pi^ih 
Chaimien  of  Comnu'ttces  of  the  two  ,  ccdure  and  the  present  system  of  dealing 
Houses.  What  is  the  security  at  the  pre-  i  with  I'r'i\ate  Bills  wlueh  arc  uiio] 
sent  moment  that  (something  totally  incon- 
sistent with  the  geneial  law  is  not 
introduced  into  a  Private  Bill  ? 

Mh.  CRIPPS  :  The  Police  and  Sanitary 
Committee  was  instituted  for  that  very 
purpose. 

Mr.  a.  a  MUKKAV:  The  Police 
and  Sanitary  Committee  has  iinthing  lo 
do  with  uppDsed  Bills  unless  it  is  dis- 
covered  that  they  contain 
inconstatent  with  the 
The  Police  and  Sanitary  Comnuttee  has 
nt»  ssiy  in  the  mattej*  at  all,  althongh  if 
they  hful  they  would  have  taken  the  same 
view  4is  the  Scotch  Ofliee  has  taken.  So 
far  as  this  liill  is  euncerned,  there  is  the 
wimo  position  upon  the  Kep(Ut  of  the 
GuvernmeTil  Department  as  there  is  in 
un  up  posed  Bills.  Fur  all  praetieid  pur 
poses  I  do  not  see  any  fliflercnee  between 
the  system  to  be  set  up  hy  this  measure, 
as  to  unopposed  Bills,  and  the  present 
system.  I  Iwlieve  there  is  a  proper  check 
in  this  matter.  I  am  mit  in  favour  of  a 
suburdinate  tribunal  introducing  any 
matter  inconsistent  with  Parliamentary 
procedure  in  unopposed  me^isures,  and  I 
think  we  are  safeguarded  against  any  such 
contingency. 


something 
e.xisting     law. 


Mr.  CALDW^ELL  (Unark,  Mitl.): 
There  is  one  important  safeguard  which 
is  entii-ely  overlooked.  If  any  unopfiosed 
Bill  comes  before  thin  House,  there  are  the 
Second  and  Thiid  Keiiding  stages,  and  I 

Mr,  A.  0,  Mmrat^, 


Mn.  J.  P.  SMITH 
tior^  which  the  Lor*! 
tliis  Amendment  is 
grounds.     There  are  _ 

ought  nut  to  Ih?  done  at  all  here,  among 
others  the  hanrlirig  over  »if  the  ibity  m 
overlooking  these  measures  to  ah  iiiit* 
side  anthority,  wittnait  having  the  wofr- 
guaid  of  the  general  obsrrvation  of  Pai- 
liameut  upon  them.  The  duty  uf  the 
Chairmen  nf  Conmiitteesand  the  Speakers* 
Coujisel  is  to  look  through  each  Bill  and 
see  in  what  points  it  may  alter  the  gerieml 
law,  and  to  tiring  such  matters  l»efore  the 
Unopposed  Committee,  who  have  to  my 
whether  that  Bill  shall  come  ]>efoiu  tUV. 
House  or  not.  This  House  is  eictivmely 
jealous  of  puling  with  these  duties  and 
relegating  these  matters  to  an  outjsitle 
tribunal.  We  have  W'en  extravj^ajanUy 
jealous  of  giving  any  fresh  power,  and  now 
it  aj>pears  to  me  that  we  are  going  tu  put 
all  this  power  into  the  hands  of  the  Sec- 
retary for  Scotland.  1  think  we  ought  t*v 
speciHcally  and  in  terms  I'eserve  to  our- 
selves the  right  to  overlook  these 
measures. 

Mil  CRIPPS:  I  would  just  like 
say  one  or  tw^o  w^ords  in  respect  of  what 
was  said  hy  the  Loixl  Advocate,  because 
he  appears  to  have  failed  to  appreciate  { 
my  argument.  There  is  no  question 
but  thi^t  this  Flouae  of  Parliament  does  \ 
exercise  some  power  over  unoppoeed 
Bills.      It   is   uou8tantly   exercised,  a^ 
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whnt  I  desire  is?  that  this  H*msa  should 
keep  that  control,  not  in  isolated  easo8« 
>)iU  ill  evory  cti^e.  If  this  Bill  passes, 
ih^&i?  rutittcrs  will  bo  tiikeii  away  from 
the  eogni&irico  of  the  House  and  put 
under  the  control  of  an  outside  tri- 
bunal, imd  the  machiuory  will  bo 
Hidminiatered  hy  stmm  outsiile  court. 
Do  not  let  it  it  be  thought  that  yon  can 
give  yp  hy  degrees  your  legislative  autho- 
rity  without  the  power  and  prestige  of 
this  House  suffering ;  that  prestige  is 
baued  on  our  having  this  authority^  on 
our  keeping  our  privileges,  and  exercising 
the  duties  ivhich  are  enirustefl  to  us. 
The  uujst  important  authority  entrUatod 
to  this  House  is  midoubtedly  legislative, 
and  I  suggest  that  the  Lord  Advocate  or 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  should  see 
that  at  a  future  stage  of  the  Bill  there 
shoukl  be  some  decisiou  in  order  to  show 
that  w^e  are  not  parting  with  our  legis- 
Utive  authority  on  matters  of  general  , 
law.  I  cannot  help  thinking — though  I  , 
do  not  wish  to  be  tlisrespectful  to  the 
L*>rd  Advf>cate — that  the  Cominittije  w*ill 
be  Icfl  uncousciouftly  astray  if  they  allow 
the  Bill  to  be  passed  in  its  present  form,  i 
and  give  up  their  legislative  authority 
on  a  most  important  point. 

I 
Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
I     think    the    argument    of     my     hon. 
iind    leariietl    friend    who    has    just    sat 
down     is     a    very     strong    justification 
for  the  position  which  some  of  us  have 
assumL^  with  regard  to  this  matter,  viz., 
that  the    House   of  Commons  Diust   not  ! 
h>08en  it^  grip  over   Private  Bill   legisla   i 
tioo,  whether  it  be  opposed  or  uuopfK)sed, 
It    is    obvious     from     the    conversation 
whieh  ha?t  passed  that  the  danger   is  of  \ 
substantial  changes  in   legislation    being  I 
intrfxluced,  perhaps  unwittingly  or  in  an 
undergmund  manner,  without  the  know- 
ledge or  assent  of  the   House.      The  hon. 
and    learned   Gentleman     spoke    of    the 
necessity  of  our  doing  something  to  main- 
tain the  prestige  of  Parliatnent.     I  do  not 
care  so  much  about  the  prestige  of  Parlia* 
ment  as  the  actual  efficiency   of   Parlia- 
ment in  doing  the  w-ork  it  is  appointed  to 
perform.      Then,    when    I  come    to   the  i 
words  of  the  Amendment   of   mv    hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Caithness,  I  think  ' 
there  is  a  gixKl  deal  of  force   in   what  I  ! 
understood   the    Lord  Advocate   to   siiy^ 
viz.,  that  if  you  do  insert   these  words  it 
would  give  rise  tct  any  amount  of  wrang-  , 
ling  and  litigation  afterwards  on  questions  i 


as  to  whether  this  power  is  or  is  not  in- 
consistent with,  or  in  addition  to,  the 
general  law.  It  seems  t<>  me  to  beubnost 
impossible  to  find  any  defiiiite  woitls  to 
convey  what  we  mean,  because  there  are 
always  loopholes  for  diflTerent  views  to  be 
taken  of  what  is  to  Im  done.  The  only 
prote(4ion  we  can  have  is,  while  maintain- 
ing all  the  other  machinery,  to  reserve  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  which  peculiaily 
represents  the  general  interests  tif  the 
comnuinity,  its  legislative  authority  in 
these  matters. 

*Mr.  STUART  WORTLEY  (Shettield, 
Hallam) :  It  seems  to  me  that  the  object 
my  hon.  and  learn etl  friend  seeks  to 
attain,  would  I  to  hest  attained  at  a  later 
stage  oi  the  Bill,  wlieo  we  proceed  to  the 
task  of  deJiniiig  what  are  to  l>e  the 
powers  of  the  Chairman  of  l>oth  H«>uses 
in  respect  of  these  matters.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  thts  Lord  .Advocate 
certjunly  surprisixl  riie  — and  I  think  some 
other  Members  of  the  House — when  ho 
described  the  present  procedure  as  regaixis 
Bills  eontairung  proposjils  in  excess  of  tlie 
general  law,  l>et;ause  the  Sessional  Order 
uiuler  which  the  Police  ari<l  Siinitary 
C<mtmitteo  exists  distinctly  says  that 
these  Bills  shall  be  committed  lo  a  special 
Conunittee  if  certain  profiosals  I'xist  in 
those  Bills,  and  that  inde|HMulentfy  uf  the 
existence  or  nonexistence  of  opposition. 
We  ought  to  1m3  very  cai'eful  that  we  do 
nothing  whereby  we  sacrifice  Pai^ha- 
mentary  control 

Mh.  UKE  (Linlithgow)  :  It  ap}jears  to 
me  that  the  Amendment  is  open  to  three 
oljjections,  one  of  which,  at  all  e\crits, 
seems  to  be  fatal  In  the  first  place,  if  it 
is  carried,  then  pulilic  authorities  will  be 
precluded  from  Uiking  advantage  of  the 
new  procedure  whenever  the  jKiwers  they 
seek  are  said  to  Ik;  in  any  particular  in- 
consistent with  the  general  law,  But 
"  persons  "  woidd  not  be  so  fettered.  The 
proposed  limitation  woidd  obvicmsly  not 
apply  to  ** persons"  at  all  As  the 
Amendment  stands  this  would  be  the 
inevitable  result ;  and  therefore  I  am 
glad  the  Lord  Advociita  refused  to  dvo 
effect  to  an  Amendment  which  would  at 
least  be  an  al)6urdity.  In  the  second 
place,  the  hon.  Member  does  not  say  what 
triliunal  is  to  determine  whether  or  not 
the  powers  m^ught  are  inconsistent  with 
the  general  law.  And  this  would  result^ 
possilily,  in  resort  being  made  to  a  court 


02?  himk  IjfffiduUm  { COM MONS 

of  law  U3  sot  aside  an  order  after  all  the  I  bound  to  goto  aDivisiuri,  l>ecati9e  1  xhml 
troulile  and  expense  of  securing  it  hml  j  the  principle  involved  m  one  of  great  im 
been  incurred.  In  the  thir^l  plact%  the  re-  pf>rtanee. 
suit  of  aa^epting  the  Amendnn-nt  would 
\m  to  shut  out  from  the  new  procedtiro 
any  Order,  however  iuTportant  and  exton-  \  (^IR- 
sive  in  it:^  ojieration,  if,  in  the  opinion  of  I  hope 
some  tribunal  uniianied,  it  proposed,  it 
may  be  in  some  i^niall  particular  qnit<* 
suliordhiate  to  its  main  purpose,  to  inno- 
vate upon  the  establisheci  law.  Obviously, 
therefore,  if  the  Bill  is  to  he  a  really  mv- 
hi]  and  valuable  measure,  the  Anienclraont 
must  be  rejected. 


Mr.  JEFFREYS  (Hant«,  N.)  :  I  shouM 
like  to  warn  the  House  against  allowing 
any  Committee  to  pass  a  Bill  withunl 
reference  to  this  House,  beiause  I  am 
(juite  convinced  that  ujdess  a  particular 
clause  in  a  Bill  is  opposed  neither  the 
Chairman  of  Committee  nor  the  Members 
take  the  troulilc  tf:»  go  into  it  at  all.  As 
I  understand  it,  this  Committee^  consist- 
ing of  Scotch  Members,  will  piS8  these 
matters  and  very  impotlarjt  matters, 
too,  to  Scotland  and  there  will  be  no 
opporturuty  for  this  House  to  assert  its 
legislative  indepivulence  whatever.  I 
hope,  therefore,  ihi'  Lonl  Athm-iite  will 
provide?  an  oppfjrtnnjty  for  hi  inging  any 

Bill,  whatcviH"    it   may  he,  back  to   this  '  lc?^ive  to  withdraw  the  Amendment, 
f  [ousesul>se<inently,  so  that  if  any  alteration 
should  1h*    required   the    House  may  have 
an  opportunity  of  making  the  necessary 


The  FHiST  LORHuf  the  TKEAhL  KV 
A,  J,  BALForn,  Manchester,  E.^ 
my  hon,  friend  will  not  go  t«i  a 
Division.  I  rgiee  that  the  matter  is.  <mc 
of  importainje,  but  the  'raethiHl  pmjjosefl 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  thtt  wry  woT«t 
way  to  deal  with  it.  Even  those  wh«t 
most  sympathise  with  the  hon.  Memhir 
must  admit  that  he  has  raised  the  i|«e' 
tion  in  the  wrong  way  and  the  wrotii: 
place.  The  matter  must  come  up  h^»x\\ 
on  the  second  clause,  and  certainly  the 
(Tovernnient  will  be  tlisposed  to  put  in 
wort  Is  to  make  it  perfectly  dear  that  i»n«' 
of  the  things  which  the  Chairmen  will 
have  to  do  will  be  to  see  thai  if  any  iiei^ 
principle  is  raised  that  principle  is  ^^ 
ferred  to  the  House.  NolKxly  in  eoai- 
mitted,  neither  my  learned  trietic]  iiar 
anybody  else,  hy  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Amemlment,  hut  if  the  Houae  or  tht? 
Committee  is  eager  to  come  to  a  ilccii^imi 
that  decision  shoidd  }ye  upon  the  sitcom) 
clause  mther  than  upon  the  fir»t. 

Mn.  CRIPPS:   After  what  the  Vim 
Lortl    of   the   Treasury    has  Haiti,    I  )k*^ 


Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Dh.  CLAKKE:  I  now  move  an  Ameml* 
ment  to  limit  the  subjects  tfi  be  handed 
over  to   this  Committee  to  the  ciac^  of 
people  who  desire  to  have  them  so  handr<l 
over,   so    that    tlu»    Bill  will   not    applj 
to  those  who  are  strongly  opposed  to  it 
\  According  to  the  last  Ketuni,  from   1887 
to  ]H{}7,  '291  Bills eame  liefore  the  Houi^e 
'  from  Scotland,  practically  *10  per  year.    Of 
\  those,  iy2^  or  about  one-thiRl,  w*ere  railway 
'  Bills,  57  were  from  insurance,   tramway. 
water,    and    various     other     companies 
Church    fund**,   universities,    and    chari- 
ties ;     147     of     the     Bills     came     fi^m 
i  IocaI    authorities,   and   hx^al    authorities 
H  the  Ijord  Advocate  ]  have  long   bei*n  anxious    to    have    local 


amendment.  I  think  myself  that  it  is  a 
great  change  in  our  procedure  to  take 
away  the  legislative  power  tif  this  House. 
1  admit  that  there  are  many  matters  that 
might  besiitisfactorily  conducted  Ijv  Com- 
mittees, l*ut  at  the  same  time  1  do  not 
like  this  House  t<»lHS(i  touch  of  legislaticm 
altogether  ;  and  if  the  Lord  Advocate  can 
see  his  way  to  put  in  some  Amendment 
that  will  l>ring  the  Bills  bjtck  to  this 
House,  so  that  the  House  may  liaN  e  an 
opportunity  of  amending  them  where 
noces*^ary,  I  think  it  would  be  well  to 
ijitroduce  such  an  Amendment. 


Ma.  CKIPP8: 


( 


will   give  the    Committee   an    assurance  i  irifpiiries.        They   think    h>cal    inquiries 


that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  preserve  as  an  ultimate  resource  the 
authority  of  this  House  when  the  general 
law  is  being  altered,  whether  op|x>sed  or 
unopposed,  I  will  at  once  withciraw  the 
Amendment.  H  neither  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate nor  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
will  give  us  that  aasuranoe,  I  shall  be 
Mr.  Ure, 


will  be  less  expensive  than  inquiries  held 
in  London.  1,  for  one,  would  be  very 
glad  ti»  Rce  this  experiment  again  tried. 
It  was  trier  1  fur  ty  y«3ars  ago,  and  was  a 
failure  :  and  1  am  afraid  that  unless  you 
modify  your  plans  you  will  try  it  again 
and  have  another  failure,  l>ecaus6  3'ou  will 
have  local  inquiries  and  local  costs,  and 


I 


then  you  will  have  aunt h*-«r  tight  ami  more 
coHtH  here,  irnder  these  einnmistaiieefi, 
why  not  |HMiiiit  the  people  who  desire 
this  change  to  have  it  f  [hiring  ten  years 
town  eounrib  and  local  authorities  applied 
for  70  Bilk  ;  niilway,  doek??,  and  similar 
companies,  for  20 ;  and  the  eonformiug 
Provisional  OiTlers  issued  under  various 
Aets  were  15.  Nearly  all  these  were 
from  local  authorities,  and  if  this  AnM-nd- 
ment  were  adopted  you  cnnld  iiegin  the 
system  hy  giving  it  to  the  peoph?  who  are 
very  anxious  to  have  it  and  try  it  ten- 
tatively. Knihvay  eompanies  do  not 
(iesire  it ;  they  think  the  inquiry  here  is 
much  cheaper  and  mine  ilesiraMe  than 
local  ifiquiry  ;  but  penple  complain  that 
town  couucillors,  haillies,  and  provosts 
come  up  here  fus  depy  tat  ions  at  large  cost 
when  they  are  not  reifuired,     Foi*  the  last 

t20  years  the  agitfition  has  he  en  going  on 
in  Scotland  to  have  lm*al  in(|uiry  by  Itjcal 
authorities  for  their  purposes.  The 
-principle  hris  l»eeri  already  adopted  to  a 
very  largi*  extent  in  three  or  foiu'  Acts 
whieh  ^vv  ha\e  pasni^d  \n  the  hist  ten 
years,  in  whieh  sheriHs  in  Scotland  havL- 
been  empnwererl  tu  dn  uh;it  pn-viuUHly 
was  flnne  oidy  by  this  House.  The  priji- 
ciple  of  local  irnjuiry  is  carried  out  more 
in  Scotland  than  in  Englatid,  and  I  do 
not  at  all  object  Uv  its  being  t^iriefl 
out  as  far  as  possible,  except  that 
yon  must  not,  hy  giving  these 
powers,  change  the  law,  iinle&s 
with  the  sanction  of  this  House,  When 
^  yon  are  beginning  a  gieat  change  of  this  , 
kind,  why  not  do  it  in  conservative  I 
fashion  —bit  hy  bit — and  then,  if  it  be 
^successful,  and  the  railway  arul  other 
comymuies  discover  that^  after  all,  h^cal  in- 
quiries  are  as  etticient  as  and  cheajan-  tlian 
the  present  system,  it  can  l»e  exiendetl. 
When  you  are  l>eginning  such  a  system 
of  devolution,  you  ought  to  l»cgin  with 
thoBe  who  iisk  it,  and  not  tlirust  it 
upon  thf»8e  who  are  opposed  to  it.  I  have 
never  read  any  evideiu'c  that  anyone  except 
the  local  aut hi  cities  desire  the  cliange, 
and  if  the  Lord  Advocate  or  the  (Tovern- 
ment  have  siu  h  evidence  I  would  be  very 
glad    to    hear    it.      There    was    na   such 

t  evidence  brought  Itefore  the  »loint  Com- 
mittee «»f  the  Lonls  and  Commons  tn 
1888.  The  Lord  Advocate  has  said  that  ' 
very  often  upstairs  in  our  Committees 
the  h)ca!  people  ai'e  wiped  out,  and  are 
not  considered.  That  is  a  reflection  on 
the  Comonttees  of  the  House  of  Commons 
and  the  House  of  Loixls,  and  I  am  not 


at  all  cnrtain  that  your  new  Cimnnittees 
will  consider  them  more.  The  way  in 
whieli  Committees  of  Is^th  Houses  have 
heanl,  not  only  witnesses,  but  also 
counsel,  has  been  the  wonder  of  idl  who 
have  knowledge  of  it.  1  hope  the  Lord 
Advocate  will  accept  this  Amenflment, 
and  cfitihtie  the  Bill  to  the  class  of  people 
who  are  dcsinms  of  having  it.  There  is 
a  furthiT  point  to  cfmsider.  The  local 
authorities  ask  fi>r  Oi'ders,  not  for  private 
gain,  !iut  for  public  pur[)fises  ;  while  all 
the  other  pc(q)le  that  go  for  Onlers  do  not 
want  them  for  pulilic  pur|M»ses,  but  for 
private  gain.  Speculators  in  Seotland 
ought  not  to  be  placed  In  a  ditlerent 
position  from  speculators  in  Engbind, 
Wales,  and  Ireland.  For  pul»]ic  ln>ilie8 
who  ctime  for  powers  foi'  public  pui'poses 
which  all  can  enjoy  we  ought  to  make 
the  prcKiedure  as  easy  and  as  cheap  as 
possible,  but  concessions  and  privileges 
should  not  be  given  to  monopolists  for 
pri\  at*:*  gain.  A  future  Amcndtnent  will 
compel  the  Lord  Aihocate  to  have  all 
those  Orders  made  Irv  him  laid  on  the 
Table,  and  then  we  will  be  able  to  raise 
any  question  njKJU  Ui'ders  whieh  for 
any  reason  may  not  1>e  satisfactory. 
This  Amendment  is  merely  to  limit  the 
Bill  to  the  chis'?  of  people  who  desire  it, 
and  I  beg  to  move  it. 

Amendment  proposed— 

"  in  page  L  line  6,  to  Icjivc  onl  '  (it  ^n'lMins.' 

Questiort  prt)pose<l — 

•*  That  the  wtatla  *  or  poi-sous  '  starni  |»:irL  «>f 
the  clause/' 

.Mu,  A.  U.  MURRAY:  One  gi^cat 
object  of  this  Bill  as  we  very  well  know, 
is  to  chea|K*n  Padiamentary  proceduix;, 
but  it  is  said  it  will  ihea(>en  it  for  persons 
who  are  well  able  to  pay.  No  doubt 
there  ai'e  persona  who  would  like  ti>  go  f(jr 
a  Private  Bill,  but  are  deteired  by  the 
expense  in  (jne  year,  and  they  do  not 
come  foi ward  for  several  years  aftei- 
wards.  The  Amendment  wouhl  greatly 
limit  the  application  of  the  Bill,  and 
although,  no  doidit,  roughly  speaking, 
pufilic  iKwhes  more  than  private  indivi- 
duals would  take  advantage  of  this  pro- 
ceilure,  yet  there  is  really  no  reason  for 
leaving  private  individuals  out.  There- 
fore I  think  the  clause  should  stand  as  it 
is. 


Primfe  D^ffUlahmi 


{COAnfONS}       Proa  dm  e  (Scoihinil)  Bill 


1>K.    CLAKK  :    I  do  in3t  know  inni-h  j  You  have  got  certain  import^int  conoe»^ 
about  the  finarieiiil  portion  of  the  Bill,  but '  sioiis  OiS  regtirds  the  maiiagenient  of  the 


I  can  8ee  nothing  in  the  Resolution  whidi 
we  h.'ive  psissed  in  the  Committer?  ttnlay 
wlneh  will  permit  you  to  ehange  unless 
ridi unions  fees  arc  being  charged.  Per 
haps  this  will  come  up  in  another  Amend- 
ment U»  make  it  permiHsive.  T  shall  lie 
very  glad   to  fnrther  debate   the  matter 


railway  with  reference  to  signals  anrl 
other  things,  and  with  regard  to  the  pur- 
chase of  land,  and  I  cannot  Conceive  d 
any  persons  in  Scotland  who  sire  ar»xi«ni« 
to  promote  a  local  railwiiy  injt  adoptiiJ^ 
the  Liglrt  liailways  Act  procedure  in 
ordir  to  construct  a  loeal   line.       M'hiii 


then,  so  that  pcrhapys  it  would  be  better    you  come  to  deal  with  any  railway,  ever)* 
to  withdraw  my  Amendment  now.  other  I'ailway  compmy  at  once  feels  iiitc- 

rested  in  any  possible  extension,  for  they 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn.  ,  ?*^*-^  ^^   ''\  ^^"^   ^  "^'"'^jf   ^J^^  ^^^^  ^^ 

,  increased  competition.    (Jn  these  grounds. 

^.  seeing  that  the  whole  consensus  of  opiniot) 

^T^^^  .'^^"^   ^^^^]y    ^"f?  is  entirely  against  including  these  railwnv 

points    I    need    mention    in    monng  this  .themes,  and   that  no  good  object  would 

Amendment,  to  insert  -  other  than  rail-  ^^^^  servetl,  I  think  Uiev  should  be  exchide*! 

way    companies.        As    far    as    railway  ^j.,,^^^    (.j^j,   ^j^j,   .j^^Hng   its    c^pennienul 


Mk.   CRIPPS: 


companies  are  concernedj  they  desire 
convenience  of  pjrocedure  and  cheapness. 
As  regards  the  Light  Eailway  Com- 
missioners, as  far  as  the  schemes  are 
email  ones  there  is  provision  already 
made  for  dealing  with  them, 

A  men  d  m  e  n  t  pr*  >posed — 

"  In  page  I,  line  6.  after  *  ij-erson?,'  to  insert 


'  other     than 
Cripp*. ) 


railway      coniiianieH.'  "— ( J/r. 


Question  proposed — 

*'  That  thone  wurds  he  thfre  in?4ertetU'* 

Me.  a,  r;.  MURRAY  :  Tins  matter 
has  very  often  been  debated  l^efo^e.  1 
certainly  object  to  deal  with  railway  com- 
panies as  privileged  l«xlies.  There  are 
plenty  of  representatives  in  this  House  j 
who  are  fully  aware  of  the  merits  of  rail- 
way companies,  and  I  have  no  doul>t  rail- 


stage.  If  you  find  after  wan  Is  yoiir  system 
w*irks  well,  anangemcnts  can  then  be 
made  to  include  these  railway  schemes ; 
but  whilst  things  are  in  this  experimental 
stage,  and  looking  to  the  views  which 
have  been  expres.sed  on  both  sides  of  the 
House,  1  think  we  might  fairly  exclude 
them  for  the  present. 

*Mr,  RENSH AW  ( Renfrew,  W.) :  Fob 
lowing  the  remarks  made  by  the  Lord 
Advotjate,  it  seems  t^  me  that  he  a^lntit^ 
that  very  lew  railway  Bills  will  ever  Im 
dealt  with  under  this  Bill  and  by  the  new 
system ;  but  as  the  new  system  will 
apply  to  ail  these  Bills  in  their  earlier 
stages,  at  all  events  the  promoters  will 
have  to  go  through  the  conditions  laid 
down  by  this  Bill,  and  they  will  certainly 
be  atlected  to  that  extent.  Their  notice* 
and  all  matters  of  that  kind  will  bi» 
aftected,  and  it  will  really  make  a  ehan^e^ 
in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  rail- 


wa'y  companies   are   quite  certain  of  not^^A^  companies  have  to  deal  with  t^he  quos- 

being  done  any  irniistice.     Railway  ques-    tj^^^  ^^e v  wish  to  bring  befoi-e  Parliament. 

"  -  -  •         *       'l    can    ^  remember  the  evidence  which  you,  Mr. 

Lowther,  and  the  Chairman  of  Commit- 
tees in  the  Mouse  of  Lords  gave  in  Com* 
mittee  on  Private  Bill  Procechire  (8cot- 
land)  Bill,  1898.  1  tlo  not  rememl>er  what 
the  precise  number  of  Scotch  Bills  was, 
but  I  think  it  was  something  like  22,  and 
in  all  the  railway  cases  both  Chairmen 
agreetl  that  they  would  have  to  be  detail 
with  by  rarliameni  and  not  by  the  Com- 
mission.  In  answer  to  a  question  by 
myself,  you,  Mr.  Lowther,  gave  the  follow- 
ing evidence.  Here  is  the  question  and 
answer  : — 


tions  are  so  far-reaching  that  1  can 
scarcely  conceive  a  railway  Bill  wliich 
would  not,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Chair- 
man, be  more  appropriate  for  a  Private 
Bill  than  for  this  procedure.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  there  might  l>e  Bills  of  such  a 
simple  character  that  no  l)ig  interests  are 
involved,  and  such  might  go  forward.  I 
prefer  to  leave  the  Bill  as  it  is,  feeling 
quite  certain  that  these  questions  of  rail- 
way policy  would  never  be  sent  doMii  by 
these  Committees,  but  would  l)e  dealt 
with  by  the  HouBe,  as  they  ought  to  be. 

Mr,  CALDWELL  :   The  case  of  raib 
ways  ifl  provided  for  in  two  different  ways. 


''  (643.)    I  Muppm^'  yuu  areactuateii  in  that 
decision  to  sonits  extent  liy  the  fact  that  it  b 
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ext'ee<liiit*ly      <lesiraKle      that      th<i     railway 

Un«j*  nil  over  the  Tniti:!*!  Kingdom  ?— Yes, 
jiartlv  that»  and  hIho  li^caiiHL'  of  the  iiia^itiide 
of  tliu^e  niilwayH.  I  ilo  imt  nav  that 
our  lieciKion  wojihl  Im*  the;  warae  iii  the 
caate  of  a  Hriiall  rail\\  ay  ankin^  for  pcivver  to 
conntrUL't  a  mmA\  piece  of  Unii ;  hut  here  we 
liave  i\i^  Calethmian,  the  illai^^jow  ami  Sotith- 
W«^tern»  the  iJreat  North  of  Seotlan<i,aml  tlie 
North  BritUli,  three  of  whom  run  into  kiit;hinil* 
and  have  HtatioaH  in  Engl  am  I,  and  huve 
enornioiiH  ronnwtioiiH  and  line^^  which  are 
worktwl  hy  tliem,  iiml  riittnin^^  uowei'H  over 
otlii*r  line'^  and  ho  forth,  ami  therehire  nil  sort)^ 
of  interextM  are  or  loay  l>e  ttl1*^>^t^^l  in  eon- 
iieelson  with  thi>He  Billj^/whi*  h  1  thoii-^ht  ronld 
\m  \w\x^r  dealt  with  hem  than  they  rould  lie  at 
a  !t»4Md  inquiry,"' 

I'hi'  nght.  him.  GtMithniiFUi  the  ^IcriImt 
ffir  Bodniin  al^o  j>ut  the  followiiig  i|U(^s- 
tion  to  the  liirl  of  Mortey,  tht'  Chainmin 
of  Cotninittees  m  the  Hoiu^e  nf  Lords — 

"  j!34iK.  J  So  tliat  the  |>m]M»H(^d  systeiri  under 
this  Hill,  Villi  think,  eoahl  imt  he  applietl  to 
railways  with  jiny  secnrity  ?  -  No.  [  wotiW 
fihnoHt  HU«xji5L"Ht  (hut  it  \^  not  a  HUj^^eHtjon  I 
nuike  with  altt*<:tlnte  ronlidence)  whether  all 
railway-*  ini;cht  not  lie  taken  oiii  of  the  Bill. 
I  Hlit»u|«|  not  liave  made  that  Muj^^eHtitm  it  the 
lii^ht  liailwavw  Aet  was  not  in  0|ierution. 
Hut,  putting;  it  only  a^  a  Mn{^'^,'e?*lion.  would  it 
not  he  s^uflioient  to  allow  lli«  Hioaller  hramdtow 
to  1k!  dpjilt  with,  if  the  iirouioter^  like,  under 
the  U^H  Hailway^t  Ai't,  and  take  all  the  rail- 
^VJvyK  oat  of  tlie  Bill  ?  "  i 

Those  were  the  views  expressed  hy  ihc  I 
two  ChairTiieii  in  regaixl  to  t!u8  matter, 
ftiid  I  think,  from  tlie  point  of  view  of  | 
simplifying  proceclnre  ami  of  making  it 
eaisier  for  tlione  who  are  promoting  Bills 
in  regard  to  railway  matters^  and  who 
ha\'e  now  two  com^ses  op(-n  to  them  i 
either  to  come  under  the  Light  Rjiilwaya  *n- 
eome  directly  to  this  House  -  I  think  it  is  , 
desiitiljle  that  these  railways  shrndd  he 
excluded,  I  shouhl  eertairily  weleome 
tfie  exelusioTi  of  railway  Bills  from  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  which  we  are  now^ 
erjosidering,  Jiocause  I  do  not  kdieve  that 
railway  legishitioii  ought  U>  he  dealt  with 
separately,  but  ought  to  lie  dealt  with  as 
a  whole  and  rrot  simply  as  it  affeets  the 
various  ptrts  of  the  United  Kingilom, 
The  conditions  in  regard  to  railway  BilJ.^ 
ought  to  lie  thesiime  for  Englaml,  Ireland, 
and  Scotland,  and  if  a  separate  Commis- 
sion deals  with  tpiestions  with  regard  to 
the  working  of  our  ing  railways  in  Scot- 
land, I  think  diffieulties  might  arise  in 
regard  to  their  operations  with  English 
companies  which  would  be  very  unde- 
slrabto,  and  would  not  be  in  the  public 
interest. 
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Mrt.  ROBERT  WALLACE  (Perth):  I 
wish  to  join  with  other  hon.  Members  in 
supporting  the  system  recommended  by 
the  Government,  and  I  should  regret  ex- 
ceediiigly  to  see  the  operation  of  the  Bill 
cut  down  in  any  way.  The  first  clause  is 
quite  general,  and  it  deals  with  all  public 
authorities  and  all  kinds  of  subjects.  If 
any  limiUition  bo  necessary,  let  us  have 
such  limitation  placed  upon  the  second 
clause,  and  leave  the  first  clause  in  its 
present  form,  so  that  either  the  authority 
or  a  private  person  may  apply  for  thi's 
order.  If  you  wish  to  have  this  (jualitied 
in  some  ww»  you  have  the  opjjortnnity  t^> 
do  it  upon  the  second  clause,  when  you  set 
out  the  colli litioTis  upon  whirh  the  Chair- 
men  are  to  refuse  to  make  these  Oinlers. 
Wliy  are  the  railway  eom|)Hin'e8  to  lie 
placer i  in  any  exceptional  circumstances 
i!i  regard  to  other  eompjinies  or  persons? 
If  a  lailway  eompjuiv  wish  to  pass  some 
small  measure  and  avoid  the  expense  of 
eomiTtg  to  this  House,  wh)'  are  they  not 
to  be  allowed  to  t*ike  afl vantage  f»f  a  Bill 
like  this  and  obtain  their  Onler  in  that 
way  t  I  quite  agree  that,  fus  a  general 
rule,  railway  Bills  will  not  come  under 
the  operation  of  this  measure,  lH?cau9e 
they  are  generally  of  such  a  magnitude 
,  that  they  w\\\  lequire  to  l>e  dealt  with  by 
I  a  rri\ate  Bill,  an<l  not  by  a  Provisional 
I  Order ;  hut  there  is  a  clause  which  pro- 
tects and  siifeguards  the  interests  of  the 
I  railway  coinimnies,  and  I  see  no  necessity 
in  this  clause  for  cutting  dow^n  its  opera- 
tion, and  I  trust  that  tlie  Government 
will  stand  l»y  the  clatise  fis  it  is. 

Mr.  CRTPP8  :  In  moving  this  Amend- 
ment my  view  was  that  this  House  ought 
to  keep  its  control  over  those  matters. 
There  are  a  great  many  matters  aflecting 
the  public  interest  in  regard  to  railway 
Bills  w  hich  otight  not  to  \ie  t^ken  aw^ay 
fi'om  the  cognisance  of  this  House.  As 
has  been  pointefl  out,  and  as  h^is  l>een 
given  in  evidence  l>efore  the  Comnuttee, 
nearly  all  these  railway  Bills  affect 
not  only  Scotland,  but  also  England, 
But,  quite  outside  that,  I  would  not  allow 
any  railway  company  to  take  these  Bills 
without  the  control  of  this  House.  If  you 
once  allow  this  powder  to  go  outside  of  this 
House,  we  shall  have  no  effective  control 
as  regjirds  railway  comfwinies-  What 
has  this  House  done  in  this  respect 
for  the  last  40  or  50  yearal  Why, 
it  has  had  a  contest  with  these  raib 
w^ay  companies,  and  the  result  has  }>een 
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{COMNfOXS}       Prorrffnrr  (Smthml)  Hilt,       93C 


that  the  House  has  put  into  railway  Bills  |  sent  here  under  the  second  clause  of 
A  large  number  of  provisionB  in  the  puhlic  j  this  Bill,  and  it  is  also  clear  that  light 
interest,  ami  I  wnnt  to  preserve  that  railways  i^ill  1>e  obtained  from  the  Light 
power  as  against  the  railway  companiosp  i  Railways  Conmiissioners,  Consequemly 
and  I  do  not  want  them  to  have  the  :  there  remains  only  a  comparatively  suijJl 
power  to  go  to  the  Secretary  for  Seotlanil  i  rmml»er  of  cases,  such  as  questions  of  sitmll 
or  anyone  else  and  ask  him  to  give  his  '  extensions  of  a  railway  system,  which,  if 
consent  to  these  schemes.  When  these  |  desiniltle,  might  be  dealt  with  under  this 
concessions,  which  are  of  great  value,  are  Bill,  Therefore,  the  balunce  of  argunierri 
required  the  companies  ought  to  be  under    appears  to  me  to  be  in  favour   of  too  cuo* 

an  obligation  to  come  to  this  Hou-^e.     Let    "     "*        i? -•  -  »  _.  i  » _i ^_ 

me  deal   with   the  matter  niiintioiie<l  by 
the  l^mX  Advwate.     He  asks,  "  Why  do 


tention  of  the  Lord  Advocate* 

Mr,  CALDWELL :  It  should  be  Ixinte 
you  want  this,  because,  under  any  circum-  in  mind  that,  as  regaixls  large  milwuy 
stances,  these  railway  Bills  will  all  lie  sent  j  Bills,  everyone  knows  perfectly  well  that 
to  this  HfHise  t "  ll  that  is  so,  all  we  !  they  must  come  before  this  House,  I 
ilesire  to  do  by  this  propjosal  is  to  make  j  tliink  it  is  a  ^  ery  unfortunate  thing  that 
sure  that  iy\v  wishes  are  carried  out.  I  I  the  notices  and  advertisements  proridcd 
believe  a  vast  majority  of  the  Members  by  the  Stanthng  Orders  are  no  longer  to 
of  this  House  are  of  the  opinion  that  each  I  apply  to  a  single   railway  Bill  in  Scotland* 

no  matter  how  important,   although   thut 
Bill  must  in  the  nature  of  things  eome 
before  this  House.     Every  Bill,  nowever 
important,    must   go  through    this    pro- 
trol.     Under  this  Bill   the  Chairmen   or    cedure   and   must   have   its    notices  and 
the  Secretjiry  for  Scotland  might  pass  all    advertisements,   and    if    you   adopt   the 
these  Billa  without  the  slightest  control    Amendment  you  avoid  all  that   complica- 


1  ail  way  Bill  oughl  to  be  kept  under  our 
coritroL  \\'e  ougfit  to  make  that  certain 
by  legislation,  but  if  yuu  pass  this  Bill  in 
its  present  form  you  have  no  further  con 


by  this  House»  and  such  mcitsures  might 
introduce  new  principles  as  reganls  the 
rates  to  be  charged  to  any  particular 
tiwle,  and  this  House  woidd  have  no 
power  to  deal  with  the  matter  at  all.  If 
the  Conmdttee  is  of  opinion  that  these 
railway  nuitters  ought  to  c<inie  before  the 
House,  then  the  Ameiidnii'rit  which  I  pro- 
pose ought  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S;) :  I  think 
the  persons  who  are  brought  here  by  the 
railway  companies  are  those  whom  we 
have  most  of  all  to  consider.  The  rail- 
way companies  are  able  to  hear  the  cost 
of  coming  to  Parliament,  fiut  the  people 
for  whom  we  desire  to  cheapen  this  pnx'e- 
dure  are  those  persons  whu  are  compelled 
to  come  to  l^irliament  to  protect  their 
own  rights  and  interests  when  they  are 
threatened  by  a  railway  comjiany,  and 
they  are  put  to  great  expt^nse  in  conse- 
c|uence.  As  regfU'ds  many  of  the  <^ther 
argLiments  of  the  hori.  Membei'  for  Stroud, 
they  apply  equally  Xay  other  luKlies  as  well 
m  to  railway  companies.  It  is  cjiiite  true 
that  we  part  with  some  of  our  control, 
but  the  House  has  athrmed  by  the  Second 
Heading  of  the  Bill  that  it  is  agreeable 
to  part  with  that  control  I  should  say 
that  upon  the  balance  of  the  cTidence 
upon  the  whole  matter  it  is  perfectly  clear 
that  all  important  railway   Bills  must  be 

Mr.  Cnpps, 


tion  as  to  notices  and  advertisements 
between  the  procedure  under  the  Bill  and 
proceeding  under  the  Standing  Orders  of 
the  House.  You  are  establishing  a  new 
precedent  which  is  simply  to  be  an 
experiment,  luit  I  think  that  every  rail- 
way company,  whether  in  Scotlafid,  Eng- 
land, or  Ireland,  ought  to  be  under  the 
same  law  with  regard  to  notices  and  ail- 
vcrtisements,  and  the  procedure  ought  to 
be  uniform  in  all  cases, 

*Mn  HEl)l>EH\VICK  ( Wick  Burght) : 

Upon  this  subject  I  find  myself  in  agree- 
ment  with  my  hon,  friend  tfie  Menilxif 
for  Perth.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  great 
deal  of  fuss  is  being  made  about  a 
comparatively  small  matter.  I  do  tjot 
deny  that  this  Bill  contains  principles  of 
great  magnitude  ;  but  the  operation  of  th« 
measiu-e  will  l^e  very  limited  indeetl,  I  do 
not  suppose  that  there  will  l»e  prolmbly 
more  than  some  -'0  Bibs  afie^-tcd  if  this 
mt*4'isure  be  carried  out  in  its  entirety,  I 
will  state  my  views  upon  this  point  with 
extreme  brevity.  In  my  opinion,  so  loiig 
as  an  ijuiovation  upon   the  general  law  is 

f larded  against,  I  see  no  reason  why 
ills  of  the  character  objected  to  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Stroud  should  not  Fio 
referred  to  the  tribunal  which  is  about 
to  be  set  up  by  this  Bill,  always  assuming 
that  that  tribimal  is  composed  of  a  pand 
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which  has  the  confidence  of  this  House. 
That  is  my  opiniun,  ami  I  hi»p«  that  the 
LurJ  Advociiti*  will  resist  this  Anieri<lnieiitj 
and  any  other  Aiiientlment  of  a  similar 
character  which  proposes  to  cut  clown  the 
scope  of  this  Bill.  The  people  of  Scotland 
know  very  well  how  to  manage  their  own 
aftkira  ;  and,  if  I  may  say  so  with  res  pec  t» 

I  thirik  they  can  manage  tlieni  l»ctter  than 
people   who  arc    not   in    sympathy    with 

itkem,  and  w^ho  have  not  the  same  know- 
^larlge  of  local  attairs. 

Mr.  ED.MUND  KOBERTSON  :  Bef(»re 
the  HoiLse  disposes  of  this  Amendment  I 
should  like  ttj  say  that  I  think  the 
atroopest  argument  is  that  which  w.'is 
mentioned  in  the  coneluding  part  of  the 
last  observation  made  l>y  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber fn§'  Stnuid,  for  I  think  there  is  a  goo<l 
deal  of  force  in  what  he  a;tid.  There  nniy 
l>e  such  a  thing  as  an  unopposed  I  railway 
Bill.  I  wilf  ask  iny  hon.  frienrls  who  are 
opposing  this  Amendment  whether  they 
think  it  is  desirMble  that  an  urtufiposed 
mil  way  BiU  nhould  lM?conu'  law  w^ithont 
this  House  intervernng  in  any  sort  of  way, 
liossibly  without  any  imjniry,  andsimply  by 
l]  c  consejituf  theSecretiiry forScotlandand 

I I  e  Chairmen  of  Goinmittees.  1 1  may  seem 
tl  at  I  am  speaking  rntw  rather  selfishly, 
ftnd  in  the  interests  of  ar\  Amendment  of 
mine  hnver  down  on  the  Paper,  but  my 
cfinlention  is  that  unoppoHed  Bills  ought 
to  be  excluded  fnmi  this  Bill  altogether. 
I  hope  my  hon.  and  luiinied  friend  will 
insert  some  provision  to  provide  for  what 
I  consider  is  the  sti-ongest  part  of  the 
case  which  he  has  laid  liefore  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr,  DALZIEL  :  We  are  very  desirous 
that  those  tribunals  shall  become  more 
important  and  more  powerful  hh  time  goes 
on,  and  while  I  do  n4»t  want  t<»  shut  the 
dooi*  against  any  railway  company,  I  want 
to  leave  it  open  so  that  when  the  time 
comes  when  this  system  wor-ks  well  it  will 
be  possible  to  give  greater  ixjwers.  I  can 
not  underst^ind  why  my  hon,  friend  should 
want  unopposed  Bills  ta  ciime  to  this 
House.  So  far  m  I  am  concerned,  1  think 
the  opinion  in  Scotland  is  that  we  want 
a§  inanv  facilities  as  p*jS8ible  to  get  Bills 
through  without  coming  before  this 
House  ;  and  1  think  this  is  ji  .smmd  demo- 
cratic principle. 

Mr.  J,  P.  SMITH  :  There  is  one  thi»tg 
which  detracts  a  great  deal  fiom   the  im- 
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portance  of  this  Amendment,  anil  it  is 
that  nearly  every  railway  Bill  will  not  go 
through  under  this  procedure,  but  wdl 
go  t^>  the  Chainnen  of  Committees, 
and  the  ultimate  control  will  be  reserv etl 
for  them.  I  agree  thai  it  is  not  satis- 
fMctory  to  ent  out  one  particular  class  of 
Bills  in  tlic  tnanner  proposed  by  the 
Amendment,  and  I  suggest  to  my  hon. 
friend  that  the  ol>ject  which  he  has  in 
view  on  the  point  he  Is  raising  might  lie 
better  proposed  on  an  Amendment  which 
stajids  in  mv  name,  which  gives  the  pro- 
moters of  all  Bills  the  option  of  coming 
lit? fore  the  House. 

Mr.  COI.VH.LE  (Lanark,  N.K) :  Thei-e 
might  be  private  individuals  who  would 
certainly  object  to  having  their  cases 
dealt  with  in  this  way,  and  I  am 
sure  that  this  propo.nid  would  eflrectavery 
drastic  change. 

Bit.  CLARK  :  In  regar^l  to  the  ques- 
tion of  cost,  you  rio  not  consider  at  all 
the  cases  of  poor  persons  who  are  com- 
pelled to  come  to  this  House  to  defend 
their  interests^  and  who  are  dragged  hero 
l»y  the  action  of  the  railway  eoinpanies. 

SiH  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNEliMAN: 
I  agree  that  tlie  u^icvanco  is  not  so  very 
gi-eat  as  fai-  as  the  chief  Scottish  railway 
Bills  arc  concerned,  for  they  arc  nearly 
always  opposed  by  one  or  ottier  of  the 
competing  lines.  Therefore  I  do  not 
think,  in  this  respect^  there  is  much  of  a 
grievance  to  the  general  public  so  far  as 
these  railway  schemes  are  concerned.  I 
cannot,  however,  bring  myself  to  vote  for 
words  which  would  absolutely  shut  out  all 
railway  Bills  from  the  operation  of  this 
measure^  for  there  might  be  some  case 
aiHse  iri  which  it  is  conceivable  that  a 
railway  company  would  not  compete  with 
or  excite  the  opposition  of  any  of  the 
great  Scottish  railway  companies, 

Mr.  CEIPPS:  Having  regartl  to  the 
course  of  the  Debate,  I  will  ask  leave  to 
withdraw  my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdi*awn. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  I  do  not  wHsh  to  propose 
the  Amendment  which  I  have  ofi  the 
Paper,  but  I  should  like  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  why  it  is  propose.!  to  limit  the 
clause  to  the  right  which  we  have  at 
present,  for  there  may  be  future  rights. 
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Mr.  a.  O.  MURKAY:  We  only  deal  f  the  new  trilmiial,  but  would  be  brought 
with  the  present  when  we  define  the  ]  here  under  the  present  coui^se  of  procedure, 
ecope  of  the  Bill  ,  and  that  8  out  of  the  21  Bills  promoted 

I  last  Session  would  have  been  kept  here. 

Mr.  CALDWELL:  It  might  he  held  Seeing  that  in  must  of  the  cases  the  viewa 
that  there  wfis  a  liniitM  power  hero.  I  i  of  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  would  corre- 
cun  conceive  of  eertiiin  things  whieli  Par-  '  spond  wiih  the  views  of  the  Chairmen  of 
lianu-nt  does  not  deal  with,  an<l  which  are  Committees,  that  the  Bill  is  suital>le  to  be 
not  dealt  with  by  Private  Bill  li^^t^shition  dealt  witJi  here,  why  not  allow  tbo  pro* 
at  the  present  moment.  I  think  you  tuotera  their  choice  from  the  first,  and  so 
ought  to  make  the  powern  iis  wide  and  avoid  all  complications,  and  dift'erent  f^ets 
compreliensive  as  |)i)S8ihle,  and  I  move  to  '  of  notices  ancl  deposits  ?  Another  ohjec- 
leave  out  the  words  **at  present/'  I  |  tion  to  making  the  scheme  optional  was  the 
woidd  hiave  out  the  woi-ds  ''at  present"  ;  arginnent  used  hy  the  right  hon.  Mem!»er 
so  as  to  co\  er  the  future  in  the  event  of  for  Ahcrfleen,  who  spoke  on  behalf  of  the 
the  piiwers  under  the  Bill  l>eing  extended  small  olijeetor ;  bnt  we  know,  as  a  fact» 
by  Parliament.  that  large  railway  schemes,  and  other  bi^ 

improN'ement  schemes  in  which  the  small 

Amendment  proposed —  |  objector  is  concerned,  would  certainly  be 

1,  line  tlt^ leave  out  the  word*<  ^at  j  brought  here,  and  his  position   woultf  re- 


*'  In  \nm* 
present/  '—{Mr.  CaklirelL) 

Question  proposed — 
**  Ttmt  the  won  is  '  at  present '  ^ttinA  part  of 
l\m  c'lauj***/' 

Mr.  A.  a  MUPiRAY  :  It  really  cannot 
make  the  slightest  ditierenee. 

Question  put»  and  agreed  to. 

Mr,  j.  p.  SMITH:  The  object  of  my 
Amendment  is  to  make  the  adoption  of 
the  procetlurc  under  the  Bill  optional.  It 
is  clear  that  there  are  many  cases  in  which 
this  Bill  wouhl  lie  agrcat  eouvenietjce,  but 
there  are  a  grmt  many  other  eases  in 
which  it  is  confessed,  on  all  hands,  that  it 
will  not  he  suitable  and  tliat  a  return 
will  have  to  l>e  made  to  the  present 
procedure.  The  *[uestion  is,  how  you  are 
going  to  de<'ide  these  two  chisses  of  cases. 
According  to  the  scheme  <if  the  Bill  they 
are  to  be  decided  liy  the  Chairmen  of 
Committees,  it  seenos  U)  me  that,  in  the 
first  instance,  at  any  rate,  it  would 
relieve  a  great  deal  of  the  complexity  and 
difficulty  if  you  were  to  leave  the  matter 
oiiiional,  and  allow  those  who  wanted 
to  pioceed  by  Private  Bills  to  do  so. 
Last  year  the  strongest  ohjection  against 
tliis    proposal    was    that    it    would    de- 


main  exactly  as  it  is  at  present.  1  think 
I  it  would  remove  a  great  deal  of  the  diiii- 
j  cidty  which  besets  the  Bill  if  we  began,  at 
any  rate,  by  making  it  optional.  More- 
\  over,  we  are  accustomed  to  have 
optional  schemes,  and  you  would 
not  have  the  risk  of  Irringing  under 
the  new  tribunal  Bills  that  are  not 
fitted  for  it.  The  Parliamentary  Bills 
Comniittee  of  the  Gla.sgow  Corporation 
are  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  Bill  should 
not  be  compulsory  in  the  first  instance, 
and  that  it  should  be  in  the  option  of  the 
promoters  to  proceed  by  Private  Bill  pro- 
cedure. Following  the  very  frequent 
course  of  this  House »  we  should  liegin  by 
making  the  proc^cdure  optional,  and  then 
after  some  experience  the  question  could 
be  decided  whether  it  was  wise  to  make 
it  compulsory,  I  therefore  move  that  the 
word  **may  '  l>e  sulwtituteil  for  **  shall/* 

Amendment  pniposed— 

**  In  i^\\**i  1,  line  10,  to  leave  out  the  word 
*i>*lifill,'  HOil  ioMert  the  won!  *  may '  iii»tei|«l 
tWriHjf,"— (Jir. /'ar/ttr  Smi/A.) 

Question  proposed — 

the  won!  'sball*  stand  part  of  the 


''That 
chiUHe." 


Mr.  A.  G,  MURRAY  :  This  matten 


prive  the  new  tril>u rial  of  its  importance  '  discussed  Iwith  last  yciir  and  the 
if  you  tofjk  away  fron^  it  what  would  prfv  before*  and  1  do  not  think  my  opinion  of' 
lialdy  be  the  largest  me;kmn*es  that  couid  it  has  ever  wavered.  The  clause  as  it 
come  before  it.  llie  evidence  l>efore  the  \  stamls  has  been  drawn  entirely  in  the 
Select  Committee  last  year  went  to  show  J  interest  of  the  small  ol>jector.  We  wefe 
that  under  the  Bill  as  itstarulsat  present  j  never  under  the  hallucination  that  there 
more  than  a  third  of  the  measures,  com-  woidd  not  be  many  Bills  mserved  for  con- 
prising  all  the  largest,  would  ttot  go  I>cfore    sidemtion  by  Committees  in  this  House, 
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and  where  the  small  olijector  will  he  uon- 
stantly  brought  up  U\  Westminster. 
Tliat  is  a  misfortune  to  the  small 
objector^  wln\*h^  however,  is  ineviUi-ble. 
It  is  a  principle  of  this  Bill  that  there  are  ! 
certain  subjects  that  ought  to  be  proceeded 
with  not  by  Provisional  Order,  but  by 
Private  Bill  l>efore  this  House  ;  but  there 
are  other  sul*je€te  that  can  be  proeeecled 
with  by  Provisional  Order,  and  we  would 
be  giving  up  one  of  the  gi^eatest  benefits  of 
our  measure  if  we  allowed  anyone  who  is 
strong  enougli  to  do  it  to  avoid  the  Pro- 
vision ?il  Order,  and  to  proceed  by  Private 
Bill 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridge  ton ) :  I  have  an  Amendment  to  the 
same  effect  as   that  of  the  hon.   Member 
for  Partick,  and  1  shall  support  him  and 
go  to  a  Division  on  the  jioint.    As  to  the 
small  objector,  the   l>ig  corporation   Bills 
will   never  come  before    this  trilnmai  at 
all       The    Bills    that    will    come  before  | 
it,  as  was  states  I  by   my  hon.  frientl,  w  ill  | 
lie  very  few.    Not  more  than  1 2  raeaaures 
would  have  come  befoie  the  new  tribunal  I 
last    year    had   this   Bill    been    law.      I 
imagine  that  probably  that  number  may 
be   increased   if   a  gCMxl  tribunal  can  be 
Bet  up ;  but  the  Bills  to  l>e  brouglit  before 
it  w^ill  be  small  Bills.    I  had  a  conversation  ; 
with  the  Chairman  of  the  Light  Railway  | 
Commission  the  other  day,  and  he  told  me  i 
that  they  had  got  through  38   iii(|uiries  i 
in  40  days.     I  myself  should  have  a  very  i 
strong   objection  to   come   before   a   tri- 
bunal such  as  is  sketched  out  in  the  Bill 
as  it  stands.     It  is  most  important  that 
at  first,  at  any  rate,  the  working  of  this 
Bill   should    be    optional.       Lhuing    the 
Second  Ke.iding  of  the  Bill,  one  of  the  I 
strongest  representations  which  1  quoted 
in  favour  of  making  the  Bill  optional  was 
that  from  the  Faculty  of   Procurators  in  | 
Glasgow*,  which  is  a  Iwiwly  not  influenced  by  | 
Mn  Vary  CampbclJ,  and  w  hich  ean  take  | 
an  inde|>endent  view  on  the  subject.  I 

Mr,  CKOMBIE    (Kincanlineshire) :    I 
hope  the  Government  will  not  consent  to 
this   Amendment.      According   to    your  i 
own  evidence,   Mr.   Lowlher,   before  the 
Seleet  Committee  last   year,  only  60  per 
cent,   of   the   present  Bills   would   come  , 
under  the  new  procedure  pro]>oserl  by  the  I 
Bill  :  and   if  you  are  going  to  allow  any  1 
corporation   the  option  of  proceerling  by  [ 
Private  Bill,  of    w^hat  use  will   this  Bill  i 
be '[     If  the  Bill  is  to  lie  of  any  use  at  all 
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it  ta  to  compel  corporations  to  arlopt  this 
cheaper  metho<h  1  hope  the  Lord 
Advocate  will  make  the  tribunal  a  goo<l 
tribunal. 

Mr.  a.  a  MURRAY:  The  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Bridgeton  mis- 
read the  evitleju'o  hist  year^  when  ho 
said  that  out  uf  the  21  Bills  introduced 
only  12,  accunling  to  his  view,  w^ould  be 
subject  to  the  Provisional  Or^ler  sr heme. 
None  of  these  Bills  were  corporation  Bills. 

Mr.  CALDWELL :  It  is  perfectly  tme 
that  corporations  have  promoted  a 
number  of  Private  Bills,  but  the  Lord 
Advoe<ite  leaves  out  of  view  that  corpora- 
tions can  pro€ee<l  by  F*rovisional  Order 
under  the  present  system.  What  is  the 
proeetlurc  under  the  present  system  ? 
There  is  the  local  in<iuiry,  which  costs 
praetically  utithing,  as  there  are  no  agents. 
Then  the  L>epvrtmeul  to  which  the  Bill 
iKilongs  passes  the  Provisioiuil  Order,  and 
it  comes  on  here,  where  the  Government 
Department  is  at  the  whole  expense  of 
carrying  it  through  the  House.  The 
only  expense  ever  incurred  by  the  local 
authority  is  ^vhen  there  is  opposition  at 
the  Conujiittee  stage.  So  cixmpletely 
successful  has  been  the  existing  l*ro vi- 
sional Order  system  that  there  has 
hardly  beeri  the  rejection  of  a  Pro- 
visional Order.  Moreover,  wdiere  they 
have  been  opposed  in  one  House, 
they  have  very  frecpiently  not  been  op- 
posed in  the  other.  There  could  be 
nothing  simpler  or  cheaper  to  the  local 
authority  than  the  powers  under  the 
present  Provisional  Ortler  system.  In 
England  local  authorities  resort  almost 
exclusively  to  that  system,  wherciUi  in 
Scotland  some  have  proceeded  by  Pri\  ate 
Bill,  when,  aceonbng  to  the  evitlenee  of 
the  Chairman  of  Committees,  they  might 
have  proeeeded  under  the  present  Pro- 
visional Qj-der  system.  There  is  much 
raisconception  among  the  public  in  Scot- 
land about  this  Bill  They  lielieve  that 
under  this  Bill  loc^al  authorities  will  be 
able  to  get  legislative  powers  cheaper 
than  under  the  present  system.  I'he 
fact  is  that  the  process  will  be  much 
dearer.  Under  this  Bill  they  will  have 
to  pay  fees  in  the  local  tribunal,  iis  well 
as  the  feeis  in  this  House,  and  therefore 
this  Bill,  instead  of  Inking  an  advantage  to 
corporations,  will  be  a  decided  ilisjid van- 
tage. There  is  another  important  \m\\\t 
that  hiiA  to  *>e  borne  iu  mind.     Supposing 
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anyone  comes  to  this  House  w^ith  a  Bill,  '  we  consider  that  this  Bill  applies  to  Scot- 
whkh  is  consideretl  by  a  Committee  and  laTid  only.  If  A\'elshmen,  Knglishmen, 
rejected  :  he   can    come   in   a  succecfliog    and  Irishmen  were  all  to  be  tarred  with 


session  of  Parliament  and  liave  the  Bill 
remitted  to  a  new  Committee.  By  a  very 
little  alteration  of  the  Bill  lie  may  get  it 
passed,  although  it  had  been  rejected  l>y 
the  former  Committee.  But  under  the 
procedure  proposed  l*y  this  Bill  the  Sec- 
retary for  Scotland  havS  fid  I  power.     The 


the  same  brush,  it  would  not  matter  so 
much.  But  if  the  Bill  pa.^ses  iuid  the  word 
*'  shall  "  iH  adhered  to  and  **  may  '*  is  re- 
fused, while  Englishmen,  Welshmen,  and 
Irishmen  retain  their  ancient  privileges  of 
}»eiug  al>le  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  a 
Private  Bill,  Scotchmen  will  be  precluded, 


principle  of  the  Provisional  Order  must  ,  and  he  forced  to  go  in  humble  fashion  to 


be  approvetl  of  by  the  Seci-etaiy  of  Scot- 
laiul  hrst  l>efore  he  sends  it  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  his  own  selection.  No  one  would 
have  the  remotest  chance,  therefore,  of 
haWng  his  Bill  re-considered. 

Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW :  The  Amende 
ment  wouhl  restrict  the  operation  of  the 
Bill  in  a  most  important  particular,  atiil  I 


the  Secretary  for  Scotland  and    ask  hia 
kind  consent. 


Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeen^ 
shire,  W.) :  This  Amendment  raises  an 
important  constitutional  principle,  namely, 
the  right  of  puljlic  iHjtlies  or  private 
individuals  to  petition  Parliament.  Under 
this  Bill,  as  it  standis,   the  Secretary  for 


hope  the  Lord  Adi^.cate  will  stick  to  the  '  Scotland  is  to  Ik*  the  ultimate  court  of 


Bill  as  it  stands.  The  case  which  I  per- 
sonally want  to  protect  is  where  a  large 
corporation  is  ♦lealing  hy  Bill  with  a 
variety  of  interests^  each  of  which  is 
unable  to  defernl  itself  before  the  Com- 
mittees of  this  House  or  the  House  of 
Lorda.  In  such  a  case,  if  the  subject 
matter  of  the  Bill  is  suitable  for  a  Pro- 
visional  Order,  then  the  Provisional  Order 
procedure  ought  surelv  to  apply.  That 
would  be  the  more  eeonomicar  method.  |  ^"^1  Lonl  Morley,  speaking  from  his 
A  second  leasi.n  foi-  the  rejection  of  the    ^.^'^^^   expenence   as   Chaiiinan   of  Ct>m- 


appeal  Hon.  Mendiers  who  are  familiar 
with  the  evidence  given  l>cfore  the  Select 
Committee  last  year  must  rememl>er  the 
very  strong  statement  made  by  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees  on  this  point,  who 
sjiid : 

^'  It  is  an  entirely  new  thing  to  say  to  a  inati» 
*  Yon  shall  not   petition  the  Hmise  of  Ccim- 


Amendment  is  that  under  Section  2  of 
the  Bill  I  find  very  careful  provisi^in  is 
made  for  protecting  the  very  eases  aimed 
at  by  the  Amendment.  I  think  the  value 
of  the  Bill  would  Ite  diminished  if  we 
were  to  allow  the  option  to  promoters  to 
proceed  by  Private  Bill  in  all  cases^  for  it 
would  put  the  small  ol^jectors  to  gi'eat 
disadvantage. 


mitteeH  in  the  House  of  Lords,  gave 
expression  to  sentiments  equally  strong 
and  ctpially  deeided.  It  seems  to  mo  th«*it, 
if  there  is  really  sostrtnig  a  desire  for  the 
Bill  as  is  said,  tlie  promoters  need  not  fear 
its  optional  character.  1  hope  my  hon. 
friend  wid  stick  to  his  Amendment,  and 
give  us  the  pleasure  of  having  a  Division. 
We    must    rememljcr    that   although,   as 


e 
stated  in  the  Debate,  this  may  be  a  very 
Mr.  SOUTTAR  (Dumfriesshire) :  I  do  ■  «"^**1^   ^^^^  looking  at  it   at  first,  it  wilj 


not  know  whether  hon.  Mcnd>ers  who  stick  I 

by  the  word  "shall,"  and  aliijohitely  refuse 

to  consider  the  word  *'  may,''  realise  that 

they  are   depriving  Scotland  of  the  very 

ancient  and  vahud»le  ri^ht  of   petitioning 

Parliament  l>y  Private  Bills.     Ft  is  a  right 

which  has  l>een  enjoyed  for  centuries,  and 

hae  been   of   immense  consequence.     As 

we  know^  in  early  times  that  right  was 

tiaed   by   private    individuals    to   oppose  j  cate  has  defended   the   measure  on    the 


have  far-reaching  eonseiiucnces.  Unless 
we  take  our  starnl  now  on  principles,  we 
shall  have  very  little  chance  of  having 
them  adopted  by  the  authorities  later  on. 
No  doubt  the  Bill  is  an  ex|KTiment,  but 
it  shiiuld  be  so  framed  as  to  render  the 
experiment  probably  ftuccessful 

Mil.   BUCHANAN  :  The  Lord  Advo^ 


violence  and  oppression.  It  is  now  used 
largely  by  local  authorities  und  com- 
mercial ctmipanies.  It  is  a  very  valuable 
and  precious  right,  and  I  carunjt  nmler- 
stand  how  Scotchmen  are  so  willing  to 
throw  it  away,     The  case  is  worse  when 

Mr,  Cakht^rU. 


gi*ound  that  it  is  a  tentative  measure.  If 
it  were  so,  then  the  direction  in 
which  the  Amendment  goes  is  to 
make  it  of  a  tentative  character.  I 
object  to  the  constituency  I  represent 
being  made  the  object  of  an  experiment. 


I 
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With  rcferiMice  to  the  <iuc.stion  of  economy,  'the  only  quoatwn  I'a  whether  wc  sliould 
if  the  Bill  acts  in  the  way  tiint  is  expecte<l  substitute  "  may  "  for  "  shiill." 
and  U  the  most  economical  method  of  j  .,  /-,tTr»«rfir  ^.i  •  ^  •  ^\  ^ 
procedure,  corporatio.iH  desiring  to  oh-  .  ^'^  CALDWELL :  The  point  is  that 
tain  Wiwers  will  proceed  by  it.  liut  if  it  I  l(  »  '."?»•  autlionty  wishes  to  proceed  by 
is  admitted  that  the  Bill  is  purely  cxpori- I  Pro^'^"?"^!  Order  it  would  rerjuiiv  to 
mental,  I  think  an  option  should  U  h-ft '  h^^'^  'he  cotiscut  of  the  tToveniiueut 
to  the  corporations  of  Scotland.  I  will  1  department,  fetipposo,  for  instnuee,  the 
support  the  Anierulment,  beca.ise  I  do  not  |  ^^^w^'  <TOveriimeut  Buanl  refu.'.cs  t^  give 
wish  aiiv  «li*d,ilitv  to  he  put  on  Scotland    f  I  rovisional  Onler  on  tin-  terms  desired 

■  •  -    ■■  ■  '  hy    a   corponition,  the    corporation    can 

now   come    to   this   House   with   -a  Pri- 
vate   Bill.      It     is     obvious,     therefore, 


I 


I 


I 


which   is  not  ulso  put  on  England    iind 
Ireland, 


Dh,  CLAKK  :  If  yon  piJiis  the  cliiiwe 
II  iti^  present  form  imJ  also  Clause  16, 
yoii  take  away  all  power  to  obtain  Pro- 
visional Orders.  Scotland  occupies  a  very 
rlitlbrerit  position  in  corniection  with 
Provisional  Orders  from  that  of  P^ngland, 
liecause  it  has  a  right  to  twlopt  by  Pro- 
visional  Onler  quite  a  number  of  things 
which  Eno;lish  corporatiojis  <'annot  adopt 


that  it  is  a  f^oat  advantage  to  Scotch 
corporations  that,  if  the  Local  Ciovcrn- 
m^iit  Board,  or  imy  other  Departitient, 
refuses  to  give  them  a  Pnnisional  Ordei, 
they  can  Cfime  to  Parliament,  but  aeeord- 
ing  to  this  Bill  they  will  not  be  able  to 
come  to  the  House  by  Private  Bill  They 
must  go  to  the  SeereUiry  of  State  for 
Scotland,  prolialily  the  very  man  who  has 
refused    to    give    them    the    ProviJ^ional 


by    the    sjime    means,  nndex    the  Burgh  ,  ^^^^^      Qf  course  if  they  cat 


Police  Act  and    also  the    Public    Health 


con  V  nice 


the  Chairmen  of  Commit! ees,  they  might 


Act  of  189^.  The  Scotch  corporations  |  ^^  ^tieir  Bill  through  :  Imt  supi>osing  the 
can  acqune  land  by  compulsion,  can  g|,,,it.„,,,j,  happened  to  belong  to  the  same 
amalg^miate  hurgtis,  and  reconstruct  their  p,,iftical  party  as  the  Secretary  of  St^ite, 
corporations   as   fai;  a^   the    numF>er    of   [^^ere  might  be  some  doubt  as  to  whether 


Clause  16  you  are  taking  that  power 
away  from  us.  You  are  taking  away 
the  cheap  and  easy  method  conferred 
on  us  by  the  Burgh  Police  Act  and  the 


opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Scotland,  or  of  the  Chainnari  of  Com* 
mittees  of  either  House.  We  ought  not 
to  close  the  door,  as  this  Bill  does,  tc»  hjeal 


Public  Health  Act,  and  you  are  giving  us  I  authorities  coming  direct  to  petition  this 
a  more  cumber-jonie  and  costly  method.  '  i-fj^ge 


Why  should  we  lie  compelled  to  accept 
what  we  do  not  reijuire  ]    I  withdrew  my 


Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 


Amendment  some  time  ago  in  order  to  i  I  think  this  discussion  would   really  be 
have  a  Division  on  this  point,  which  will  |  far  more  germane   to   Clause    10.      The 

I  show  whether  we  are  going  to  compel  |  question  raiser]  by  this  Bill  and  the 
peoph3  to  give  up  a  cheap  and  easy  method  of  treatment  raised  by  the 
method  for  a  costly  and  eumber.^r)nie  one.  Aiiicndmeut  go  to  the  very  root  of  the 
rights  of  proptrty  in  this  country.  It  is 
•  m^  -ij/^^oT-ti-r  11' II  r  *  i 'f  ^  f  •  u  ^  j  a  treuieodous  diangc  in  the  procedure  of 
,Mr.  liOBEl  r  ^\ALLALh:  I  "^f  t^  this  House  in  the  application  „f  laws  t« 
aak  the  Lord  Advocate  whether  vvhat  my  ^,^^  .^^^  ^j  property.  It  i«  admitted  it 
hon.  friend  has  juHt  .•«iid  is  really  so  or    j^  ,.^„ ^^periment^l  me^L.tue,  and  if  that 


not.  I  tmderst4ind  by  Section  16  that 
the  present  powers  are  conserved,  and 
that  the  chief  inquiry  will  still  take  place 
under  the  statute  regulating  Provisional 
Orders,  My  horn  friend  miys  not»  but  I 
rearl  the  section  entirely  tliffcrently. 


Mr.  a.  G.  MURKAV:  The  horn 
Member  is  quite  right.  The  powers  as 
to  Provisional  Orders  are  kept  intact,  and  \  vote  with  him. 
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be  so  surely  it  ought  to  be  tried  expcii 
mentally.  If  it  docs  all  that  is  claimed 
for  it,  it  will  not  l»e  refused  by  anybody, 
but  people  desiring  to  proceed  under  the 
old  method  should  be  allowed  to  do  so. 
It  would  be  very  i  I  bad  vised  to  make  it 
compulsory  in  all  cases,  and,  for  my  part^ 
I  support  the  Amendment  proposed  by 
my  hon.  friend,  and  if  neces^^ary  I  shall 


'nivt/i  ij^^fpiUmm 
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L)Ji.  CLAUK  :  1  would  iisk  the  Lord 
Advocate  wtuii  he  means  hy  Section  16. 
J I  reiiih  ii«  follows — 

"  NotUinii:  containeil  iii  tliis*  Act  Hhall  affi^ct 
lIi«  iMiwer  t*f  the  Setretary  for  Scotland  to 
Tiiako  Provisional  Ordt^t*  tinder  tlm  provisions 
of  any  Act  iii  force  at  tlie  paftj^iniij  of  tliiw  Act, 
or  the  procedure*  therein  spec  ill  ed,  save  only 
that  in  the  case  of  Provisional  tJnlera  whicli 
at  j>resent  reijuire  conlirniation  by  Farlianient 
the  provisions  of  Sections  7,  8»  and  9  of  thia 
Act  shall,   with   tli«  necesnary  inodiliciition.H, 


ap[ily  as  if  they  were  containe*!  in  an^*  Act  tn 
force  as  aforeRftid/' 

But  we  can  now  apply  to  the  Local 
Governnierit  Board  under  the  Piers  and 
Harlwurs  Act,  the  Electric  Lighting  Act, 
and  other  statutes. 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :    Ayes, 
Noes,  80.     (Division  List  No.  183.) 


196; 


AUhusen,  Augnstus  Henry  E. 
Anson,  Sir  William  Heynell 
A  re  I  id  ale »  Kdward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arnold-Foi-ster,  Huj^h  (>. 
Asher,  Alexamler 
Asipiith,  Ht.  Hon.  Herl>ert,  IJ. 
Atkinson,  Kt   Hon.  John 
I  tail  ey ,  J  m  i  les  ( Wal  wort  li ) 
Halfaar;  Kt.  Hon.  A.  J.  (Man.) 
HalfoiirUt.Hon.i;    W.  (Leeds) 
Hanhnry,  Frederick  Geor;re 
liarnes,  I'Yederic  Uorell 
iJarton,  Dnnhar  llunketl 
tiatimrst.  Hn.  Allen  iSenjaniin 
lJeach,Kt.  Hn.SirMH  (Bristid) 
Hegg,  Ferdinand  Faithfidl 
Bliownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
i^i«iwo()d,  Jiinie« 
Hhindell,  Colonel  Henry 
iSolitho,  Tlionias  Bedford 
llondf  Kdward 
Urassey,  Alhert 
Brodrick,  Kt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bryce.  Kt.  Hon.  .lainea 
Ballard,  Sir  Harry 
Hurt,  Thomas 
Butcher,  tlolm  tIeorjLje 
Campbell- Kannennan,  Sir  H. 
Cecih  E.  ( Hertford,  KoHi) 
Cecil,  Lord  FL  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  K.  (i.  W. 
Chamber  Jain,  d.  A,  ^WorcV) 
Chaplin,  Kt.  Hon.   Henry 
Cliarrington,  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon,  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Co-^kill,  l*onj^da.s  Harry 
Cohen^  Itenjanun  Louis 
Colling^,  Kt.  Hon,  Jesse 
Colaton,  ("has.  £.  H.  Athole 
Col V diet  John 

Cook,  Fred.  Lucai  (Lambeth) 
Corbett,  A.  < '.  (Glasgow) 
Com  wal  lis.  Fiennes  S.  W. 
Courtney,  Kt.  Hon.  [^eonard  H 
Cran borne,  \'i.Heount 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cabitt,  Hon,  Henry 
Curzon,  Vi^connt 
Dalbitic,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Halrymple,  Sir  Charles 
l»al/iel,  James  Henry 
Davies,  Sir  IL  D.  (dhatham) 
Oigby,  John  K  I).  Winglield- 
Disraeli,  Conin^^by  Ralph 
iJixon-Hartland,  Su"  h\  Dixon 
Do  ring  ion »  Sir  John  Edward 
J)ou^dtts»  Ht.  Hon.  A.  Akore- 


AYES, 

]  Doxford,  William  TheoiJore 
:  Dnnconilie,  Hon.  Huliert  V. 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Kalpli  l\ 
Felhnves,  Him.  Ailvvyn  E. 
'   FergiLsivn,  K.  C.  M.  (Leitli) 
I   Field,  Admiral  (Eat?tbonrne) 
I  Fuilay,  Sir  liobert  B. 
I  Fisher,  \Villiatn  Hayes 
Fiaon,  Frederick   William 
FitKmaurice,  Li>rd  Edniond 
I  Fletcher.  Sir  Henry 
:   P'otiter,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
I  Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk ) 
I  (rCilge,  Sydney 

iiibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
I  liiles.  Charles  'fyrell 
I  Gilliat,  John  Saundei^ 
(Gladstone,  Kt.  Hon.    H,  -fohn 
(loldsworthy*  Major  General 
I  Gordon »  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  John  E, 
I  t^oschen,  KtHn(;J(Si(;eorge'8) 
Goschen,  tieorge  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Hamilton. Kt.Hn,  Lord  tJeorge 
Han  bury  Jit.  Hon.  KobertWni. 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hatch,  Fmest  Fredc^nck  lieo. 
Hedderwick,  Tboman  i\  H. 
Henderson,  A lexander 
Hermoh  llod^e,  Kobt,  Troil^r 
Hickiuan,  Sir  Alfred 
Hill,  Arthur  ( 1  >owru  West) 
Hi  wire,  SHiJinel  (Norwich) 
HnblidUHn,  Henry 
Howell,  WiHiiim'  'ruihu' 
IJowortlnSir  nenry  Hoyle 
I \ nium ,  J o h n  ( Y o r k s,  N ,  It. ) 
Johnson-F«rj?u»on,JabezFdw. 
ilohnston,  William  (Kelfa.st) 
KayShutlleworth,  KtHnSirC 
Kelijp,  tieorMO 

Kennaway»  Kt,  Hon.  Sir  J.IL 
Kenyon-Blaney,  t  olonel  Wm. 
Kinfoch,  Sir  .L  Ge<>.  Smyth 
Knowlej*,  Lees 

Ijawrence,8irEd)urnini(  (Gorn 
LawsoDt  Jolm  i  irarit  <  Vorks.) 
Lceky,  K(.  Hiui.  Wrn.  Kdw.H. 
Leij^h-BennetL  llenr>'  Currie 
Lh?wellyn,Evan  IL  (!^omer»et) 
Lockwond,  Lt  < 'ok  A-  K. 
LonpJit.Hn.  Walt*'r(LiverpU) 
Low  les.  John 
l^yib  Archie  Kirknian 
Maedona,  John  Cumtning 


M*Calnmnt,CoLJ.(Antriin,E,) 

M^Killo]*,  James 

Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 

Middlemore,  J.  Thro^mortoii) 

Mild  may,  FrancL?*  Bingha 

Milton,  Viscount 

Monk,  Charles  James 

Montai^Q,  Hn,  J.  S.  (Hanta) 

More,  Kobt.  Jasper  (Shn>psh.) 

Morpn,  Hon.  F.(Monm'thah.) 

Money,  KtH  on  J  ohn  j  Montroae 

Morton,  Arthur  H. A.  Deptforrl 

Murray,  KtHn AGraliam{Bnt e 

Murray,  Charles  J-  (Coventry) 

Newdigate,  FrancisAlexander 

Nicholson,  William  i^rahara 

Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 

Oldroyd,  Mark 

Peaeo  J I  e  rber  1 1  *ike  Darl  ington 

Percy,  Earl 

Pierpoint,  Kobert 

Pilkin  j?ton,  K.  ( l^ne.s.  New  ton 

Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 

Pretyman,  Ernest  ISeorge 

Pryce- JonesXt.  'Ccd.  Edward 

Purvis,  Kobert 

t*ym,(\  Guy 

Knsch,  Maji>r  Frederic  Came 

pad  ley ,  K  t,  H  n.  SirMatthe  w  W. 

Kitchiejt  t,  1 1  n.  Cha'*/rhonison 

Kobcrts,  John  Bryn  (Eition) 

HoWrtson,  Herbert,  (ILw^knuy 

Hothscl  did,  Hon.  Lionel  Walter 

Konnd,  James 

KuHsell,  lien.  F,S.iCbelten*m) 

KuHsell.  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 

Kutlierforil,  .John 

Ityder,  John  Hert^ert  Dudley 

Savory,  Sir  Joseph 

Sharpe,  William.  Edward  T, 

Shaw,  Thoma.H  (Hawick,  B.) 

Shaw-Ste wart,M  H .  ( Kenf rew) 

Sidebi^tbam,  .1.  W.  (Cheshire) 

SidelKJttom,  W.  (r>erby8hire) 

Simeon,  Sir  Barring  ton 

Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  1).  (St'nd) 

Spicer,  Albert 

Stanley,  H.  M   (Lambeth) 

Stanley,  Lord  (Lanca.) 

Stewart.  Sir  M.  J.  M'Taggart 

Stock,  James  Henry 

Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 

Strauss,  Arthur 

Strntt.  Hon.  Charles  HedJey 

Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 

TollKJt,  Lord  E.  (Chichester) 

TallioLKt.Hn.J.G.(Dx.Cniv.) 

Termant,  Harold  John 
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Mr.  EDMUND  K0BEKT80N:  I  beg 
to  move— 

*'  In  Clause  1,  page  1,  line  11,  tti  leave  out 
from  *  hy  '  tc*  the  end  of  the  clause,  in  order  to 
insert  '  iVivate  Bill  according  to  the 
existing  practice  of  F'ariianient,  nnlee58  and 
until  there  is  opposition  to  the  Bill,  tn  which 
case  only  tlie  procedure  established  by  this 
Act  shall  apply.'  " 

The  object  of  this  Anieudmt'nt  is  to  re- 
strict the  application  of  this  Bill  to  opposed 
business.  The  principle  of  the  Bill  is 
simply  to  substitute  for  thf?  iTt<]uiry 
now  camliicteil  at  Westminster  a  loeal 
in(|uiry  in  the  spot  affected.  That  in  the 
whole  of  the  demand  in  Scotland.  I^egisla- 
tion  of  this  kind  in  founded  on  the  notion 
that  the  iniiniry  at  Westminster  is  hy 
compariaon  with  tlie  Ineal  in<^iiiry  dear 
and  dilatory.  Aeceptin^  that  as  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bilh  all  \  propose  h  that  it 
shotdd  lie  limited  to  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  demanded,  and  that  we  shall 
have  a  local  inquiry  otdy  in  vimeti  where 
there  i«  an  intpiiry  now.  Thei-e  is  no 
im^iiiry  at  present  where   the  Bill  is  un- 


opposed. Why,  therefore,  should  wa  alter 
the  existing  pmctice  in  a  matter  in  respeet 
to  which,  from  beginning  to  end  of  the 
whole  controversy,  t!iere  has  not  been  the 
smallest  atom  of  complaint  ?  Has  any- 
liody  ever  heaixl  fmm  any  rl^^pon.silde 
Scotch  authority  any  comitlair*t  wliatcser 
f>n  the  ground  of  expense  or  delay  in  f  on- 
nection  with  the  system  adopted  l»y 
this  House  ami  the  other  Huiis<3 
in  relation  to  Private  Bills  not 
contested  ?  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  Bill  has  failed  to  take  aeeount  of 
the  fundamental  difference  hetweeu  op- 
posed and  UMiippiKst'd  liusiness.  It  is 
?!inrply  with  reference  to  opposed  business 
that  there  is  any  complaint  at  all,  and  it 
is  to  opjpescil  business  that  T  venture  to 
bring  the  Bill  luick.  That  is  the  oliject 
of  the  Amenclment  which  I  now  propose. 
There  is  nu  m^cA  to  di.sturl»  the  existing 
system  as  regains  unopposed  Bills,  ana 
there  has  never  tieen  any  ilemand  for  any 
change  in  it.  I  will  atbl  another  con- 
sideration. Bills  now  unopposed  in  the 
sense  of  not  Iwing  petitioned  against  by 
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private  parties  may  involve  large  ques- 
tions of  public  iiiL<*rest,  Umler  the 
system  now  proposed  they  will  he  with- 
(irawn  altogether  from  the  CDgriisuuce  of 
Parliament.  I  would  ask  the  Lonl 
Advocate  what  reasoji  he  can  gi\e  U>r 
that  proposal,  I  will  mejitiou  one  paiti- 
cnlrir  ease.  Two  or  three  Sessit^rs  il^k  sut 
unoppfjsed  Bill — a  Camfirian  Kail  way 
Bill — camo  before  this  House,  antl  many 
hion.  Members  must  rememlw^rthat  stnmg 
objection  was  taken  to  it  on  pulilic 
gn»unds,  the  hnn.  Memljer  for  Aberdeen 
leading  the  oppositiijn  to  the  Bill  on  that 
occasion.  What  earthly  leasc^i  ean  tht*re 
be  for  taking  away  a  Bill  uf  this  sort 
from  the  cognisance  of  tlie  Honne  and 
leaving  it  entirely  to  the  two  Chainnen 
of  Committees  and  the  Sceretary  of  State 
for  Scotland  't  It  cannot  lie  too  often  re- 
peated that  the  demand  in  Scotland  has 
been  that  a  local  inquiry  should  be 
substituted  for  an  Imperial  inquiry. 
I  do  not  think  the  Committee  is 
sufficiently  inipressctl  with  the  fact 
that  of  the  Private  Bills  corning  liefore 
Parliament  year  by  year  the  large 
majority  are  nnnp|)OHecl,  In  the  ti*n 
years  emling  1897  there  were  352  Private 
Bills  from  Seotland  brought  before 
Parliament,  How  m2.ny  of  these  were 
opposed  in  one  House  or  the  other  1 
The    Keturn    includes    all   cases    where 


petitions  were  pref^ented  against  ^i^^s  '  J|"J'^J^^^J|^J 
although  no  oppositinn  w.is  oU'ered  after-  | 
waixls,  so  that  the  number  of  opposed  Bills 
as  € o n  1  par ei  1  with  u n opj iose<  1  Bill s  ixS  real ly 
too  large.  Of  ihc  toial  munhcr  of  Bills 
introchiced  only  168  wereoppo-sed,  and  184 
pa?>sed  through  both  Houses  without  any 
oppo-^itioM  except  sufh  as  wjis  offered  on 
the  HiUiv  nf  this  Ibiuse,  without  any 
inquiry  in  Committee,  anil  without 
expense  oj-  delay  attrjbul<if»le  to 
inquiry  in  this  House.  Why  is  not  the 
prci^ent  Bill  confined  to  the  \(JS  eases  in 
which  there  was  an  inquiry,  leaving  both 
liouses  of  Parliament  free  to  (leal  with 
the  considerably  larger  number  of  cases  in 
which  there  was  no  o|jposition  ami  no 
intpury?  We  have  heard  a  great  deal 
about  railway  Bills,  but  I  have  a  Ki?turti 
here  which  entirely  confinns  the  general 
conclusion  1  have  drawn  from  the  larger 
Keturn.  In  1897  the  total  nund»er  of 
Private  Bills  sent  up  from  Scotlanrl  was 
3^.  Of  these  17  were  oppt»sed  in  one 
House,  12  in  both  Houses,  and  \9  out  of 
the  39  were  unoppnsetK  Of  these  19 
Bills  no  less  than  ten  \\ere  railway 
Mr  Edmund  lidfeiimn. 


Bills.  It  may  be  siiitl  that  if  my  Amentl- 
ment  is  accepted  the  scope  of  the  Bill 
w^ill  be  limited  That  is  true,  but  it  is  no 
answer  to  my  proposal  By  this  Amend- 
ment you  leave  untouched  the  present 
procedure  regarding  unopposecl  Bills.  It 
would  iuvi>lve,  n*)  doubt,  a  change  in  the 
structure  of  the  Bill.  We  shall  proceed 
as  we  proceed  now  up  to  the  stage  when 
opposition  is  offered,  and  then,  and  only 
then,  should  we  begin   liy  substituting  a 

I  local  inquiry  for  the  existing  inquiry. 
What  1  propose  is  absolutely  consistent 
with  the  principle  of  the  Bill.  Nay  more, 
it  carries  out  the  prir^ciple  of  the  Bill 
better.  It  altsolntely  meets  every  doraand 
made  in  Scotland  for  a  change  in  the 
Private  Bill  system,  and  1  venture  to  sub- 
mit it  to  the  considleration  of  the  House 
and  to  ask  the  support  of  linn.    Members 

I  from  Scotland  for  it. 

I      Amendment  pr<:»posed — 

**  In  pa^f.1  I,  line  11,  lu  Iwive  nut  irmn  the  won! 
*  by.'  to  the  end  of  the  cIjiuhi?.  ami  .nM  the 
words  *  Pi  iviite  Hill,  iKfonliog  to  Lhu  cxiMting 
pru<'iirt!  of  Prtilisoiifidt  nides^i  ami  until  tln»re 
IH  o|»|rt)sitioa  to  the  Bill,  in  wliielt  i-ase  only  the 
j  procedure  estahllshL-d  hy  iln.s  Ai't  shall  apply* 
mstead  thereof."— (it/r,  Edvttimf  liabcrfjtfm.) 

'      Question  proposed— 

I  "  Tfiat  thv  words  ]>ropo>!od  to  Ik*  oitnttud  to  the 
word?^  'a  BroviHional.   in  line  12,  sitaiid  part  of 


Mr.  a.  G.  MURRAY:  There  is  one 

i  a.ssertion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  s  at  which 

I  I  must  say  I  was  r.tther  surprised.       He 

said  he  had   never  heard  any  complainUs 

about  the  ex|>ense  of  unoppoaeil  Bills, 

Mn.  K1)MUNI>  KOBKHTSON:  1  said 
I    never    heard   any    complaints    of    the 
]  system  except  as  regards  opposed  Bills. 

Mu,  A.  G.  MURRAY:  A  great  many 

(4  us    have   hvnril   eomplaijits   both    long 

ami  li mt[  as  to  the  cost  of  luiopposerl  Bills. 

Norhaibt  fees  furm  a  great    part   uf  that 

I  expense,  but  they  are  not  the  whole  of  it. 

A  firm  oi    Parhamentary  Solicitoi-s    has 

to    be    employed,    in     iMlditlon    to    the 

local  solicitors,  which   niearjs,  nf  course, 

two  separate  sets  of  sojieitijrs  ;  ami   I  am 

I  sure    my    memory    is   not    deceit ng    me 

I  when  1  say  that  one  hon.  Gentleman  after 

another,  on  the  Second  Eea4^^h'ng,  referrod 

to  the  enormous    expense   of  unopposeil 

Bills.     The  point  of  theie  being  cdtjeetion 

to  the    present   system  as   cjit^ailing   un^ 
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necessary  expense  anil  laUoiir  has,  I  think,  thing  like  XI, 400  to  get  it  through  this 
bulked  very  htrgely  in  public  cjinnion  in  House.  That  in  a  prepciaterous  expense 
Scotland,  I  sntimit  it  would  reall>^  very  Under  the  new  system  it  wi*ll  l)e  necessary 
much  truneate  this  measure  of  reform  if ,  no  doubt,  to  employ  an  Etlinburgh  agent ; 
I  were  to  accept  this  Amendment.  It  but  what  is  that  compar-ed  witli  the  fees 
would,  of  course,  have  a  far-reaching  effect  of  tfiis  House  ?  The  F'livato  Bill  to  which 
on  the  other  provisions  uf  the  Bill,  because  I  have  referred  had,  owing  U)  several  dis- 
it  woul<l  turn  the  general  theory  of  the  asters,  tt>  be  withdrawn,  and  it  cost  £400 
Bill  upside  down.  I  cannot  accept  the  ,  to  do  it.  That  is  a  very  good  illustration 
Amendment,  because  if  1  did  I  would  be  '  of  the  coat  of  unopposed  Pnvate  Bills.  The 
really  taking  away    from   the    {>eople  of    sole  object  and  aim  of  this  Bill  m  to  avoid 


I 


Scotland  half  the  Ijenefit  which    they  ex- 
,pect  to  get  from  thi^  Bill,  and  I  shall  be 
surprised  if  that  view  is  not  supy>orted  by 
hon.  Meml>ers. 

Mr.  THOKBURN  (Peebles  and  Sel- 
kirk) :  I  think  the  cost  of  unopposed  Bills 
is  one  of  the  greatest  and  niont  crying 
cvil8  complained  of  liy  the  people  of  Scot- 
lurid.  Sulicitors  have  fii-st  of  all  to  he 
employed  in  Scotland,  and  then  another 
.set  has  to  lie  employed  in  Loiidun,  and 
the  entire  expense  constitutes  an  evil 
which  we  should  endeavtuir  to  cure. 

DiL  CLAkK  :  The  probability  is  that 
if  this  clause  is  rettuned  in  the  Bill  the 
cost  of  unopposed  Bills  will  lie  greater. 
Ulasgow  and  Aberdeen,  and  other  parts 
i*i  Scotland,  will  be  exactly  in  the  same 
pnsiDion  ixs  they  arc  now.  They  will 
have  to  rmploy  a  Hrm  of  solicitors  in 
Edinburgh,  who  w<*uld  charge  more  than 
Messrs.  Bcvcndge  or  a  few  tether  firms  in 
London.  1  happen  to  have  had  a  great  deal 
of  litigation  in  Edird>urgh  and  London, 
and  I  found  that  in  London  the  costs 
were  (ess  than  in  l^^bnburgh.  Under  the 
new  system  you  will  ntit  want  a  London 
Parliamentary  agent,  Init  you  will  want 
an  E(linl>urgh  one»  and  general  experi- 
ence hris  shown  that  the  latter  will  want 
as  much,  if  not  more,  than  the  former. 
I  sec  no  reason  why  the  Amendment 
should  not  l»e  M'cepted.  Instead  of 
getting  what  we  asked  for,  we  are  getting 
a  most  revolutionary  systcin  wiiich  the 
Lcml  Advocate  is  ernleavouring  to  carry 
through  without  any  Amendment. 

Sir  mark  STEWART  (Kirkend- 
bright) :  The  h(m.  Member  who  mrjve^l  the 
Amendment  appears  to  be  under  a  uuV 
conception  with  regard  to  the  expense  in- 
curred tju  unopposed  Private  Bills,  My 
experience  is  exactly  the  reverse  of  his, 
A  few  yeai*j*  ago  it  was  my  fortune  to 
promote  a  Bill  which  was  unopposetl  in 
every  sense  of  the  word,  yet  it  ctist  sume- 


expense.  The  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved 
the  Amendment  is  utterly  mistaken,  and 
I  hope  the  Government  will  not  give  way 
in  the  matter. 

Mr,  DALZIEIj  :  I   myself  am  inclined 
to  sympathise  more  with  the  Government 
I  than  with  my   hon.    friends.     They  com- 
pare   the   cost    between    ICdiiiliurgh    and 
I  London,  and  it  has  l^een  sidd   the  c(»st  is 
I  moie  in  Ivlinburgh,  but  they  should  give 
I  some  consideration  to  the   fact  that  the 
j  money  is  spent  in  the  countiy.     I  HUp|>«>rt 
I  the  Government  because   when  we  have 
,  consitlereil  Scotch  Private   Bill  legislaticni 
I  we  have  invariably  atUichetl  inipcntance  to 
the  (jnestifni   of  uiiopposc<l  Bills,  and  we 
have  shown  that  under  thi^  present  system 
the  c**st  is  immense  and  ought  to  be  radi 
I  cally  dealt  with.     We  are  setting  u]>  new 
machinery,  and    I  look  to  the  ajena  l»eing 
;  widoFR'd,  liecausc  f  think  we   luiiy  \iv  able 
to  deid  with  t^thei'  matters.     Certainly  on 
the  present  occasion  we   ought   to  ineluile 
vinoppojscd  as  well  as  opjwsed  Bi!ls. 

Mu.  EDMUND  KUBEKTSON  :  May  I 
he  allowed  to  make  clear  what  I  have 
said  with  reference  to  the  cost  of  uu* 
op[iosed  Bills.  I  never  said  theie  were 
no  complaints  regarding  the  system.  We 
all  know  there  are.  I  have  Hgures  witli 
reference  to  the  co.st  of  Bills  promoted  in 
I  Sin.  One  untjpposerl  Bill  cost  in  fees 
alone  ^237 ,  and  does  anylKxly  suppose 
that  Scotland  does  not  object  to  such  an 
enormous  exfien«lituie  1  Wliat  1  suki  was 
that  the  great  demand  on  which  this  Bill 
was  founded  was  the  expense  of  the  West- 
nuns  ter  inquiry.  I  see  nothing  in  the 
Bill  which  will  alter  the  sttite  of  things 
as  regards  the  expenditure  on  fees.  The 
Ijord  Advocate  has  not  shown  us  hi  what 
way  any  reducticm  will  follow  in  that 
respect.      Will    he    t<'ll    us    where    the 

freliminary  prm-eedi ng  is  to  take  plac(»  1 
see  no  reference  to  that  in  the  Bill. 
Then,  again,  the  two  (Jhairrneu  liave  to 
take  most  impoitant  acaion,  atjd  I  do  not 
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think  it  wuuld  be  a  mistakG  tu  make  thin  I  as  would  !)o  re^iuirefl  foi-  the  Acts  of  a 


uiie  matter  of  iiti\  ertisement  a  subject  of 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  DALZIEL:  1  understiind  the 
right  hoii^  Gentleman  practicaUy  admits 
the  point,  and  cuntemplatos  the  iruro- 
duction  of  regulations  tf>  provide  for  the 
insertion  of  advertisements  as  I  propose. 
That  l)eiug  so,  I  will  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Amendment  pioposcd 

"  In  riau5*e  1,  juige  1,  lino  24,  lo  leave  out 
*prescribefl/  anu  inst^rt  'ret|iiiretl  liy  Stand- 
ing (JnleiM.'  ''-  \M}\  CtMwdL) 


Question  proposed 

*'  That  t!ie  word  '  pre 
tile  rl.'insi'!.'* 


srrilM3il '  -^taiid  part  of 


railway  eompariy.  Therefore  you  are 
going  to  make  all  the  .small  undertakings 
practically  undergo  the  same  serving 
of  notices  and  advertisements  as  to  occu- 
piers and  owners  as  in  the  case  of  the 
larger  undertakings.  I  rlo  not  see  where 
the  saving  can  come  in. 

Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW  :  I  desire  lo 
eall  the  attention  of  the  Lonl  Advocate  to 
the  effect  of  the  ntatement  he  has  made, 
which  piactieally  comes  tt>  this,  that  the 
prelimiiiarv  advertisements  should  l>e 
i  equivalent  in  all  respects  to  the  procedure 
presented  hy  Standing  Orders  in  regard 
to  Private  Bills. 

Mr,    a,    G.    MURRAY  :    The    hon. 

Member  has  misunderstood  my  observa- 
tion. The  notice  I  was  speaking  of  is 
limited  to  certain  land  proposed  to  be 
taken  in  the  clause. 


May  I  point 

23,  when  to 
n*  is  declaim] 


Mr.  A.  U.  MURRAY  said  he  diil  not 
think  any  nnsclnef  could  arise  from  the 
fifkjption  of  the  wording  c^f  the  Bill  as  it 
stood. 

Mh,  J.  P.  SMITH  :  One  of  the  matters 
cftmplained  of  very  much  by  the  smaller 
corporations  m  rt^gard  to  smaller  Bills  is 
the  \ery  great  complexity  of  these 
notices,  and  it  is  one  of  th<^  things  which 
very  much  needs  simplification.  T  wnvdd 
suggest  that  a  much  more  effective  way 
of  meeting  the  difficulty  than  that  pro-  , 
posed  l>y  the  Amendment  v^oukl  be  to  i  necessary 
give  promoters  the  option  of  either  going 
through  a  Provisional  Order  wdth  a  much 
more  simple  set  of  notices  and  advertise- 
ments for  things  that  puns  under  this 
Act,  or  of  having  the  more  elaborate  set 
of  nt*tices  anil  mlvertisements  which  are  a 
uccessjiry  condition  in  the  castj  rif  a  Hill 
before  the  House  of  Cmumons.  I  would  I  The  important  thing  is  to  have  the  pn> 
ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether  he  woidd  |  ceduro  cheap  and  prompt  to  hegm  with 


Mr.  THOMAS  SHA\\^ : 
out  that  in  Section  %  tine 
proceed  hy  Provisional  On 
to  be  impossible  or  inexptHlient,  then 
it  is  declared  that  the  proposed  Provisicmal 
Order  shonlil  lie  sulijeet  to  the  Standing 
Orders  as  regards  Private  Rills.  I  suggest 
that  *'  subject  to  the  Stiinding  Orders  " 
shoulrl  gii  out»  and  that  it  should  f>e 
subject  to  .such  further  jwlvertisements 
as  shall  in  the  circumstances  be  consitlered 
I  am  entirely  of  the  opinion 
that  it  would  l»e  most  inexperlient  in  a 
Provisional  Oitler  of  a  comjxiratively 
trivial  character  to  have  it  encuml)ered 
with  the  very  heavy  expense  of  newspaper 
advertisements  and  so  on,  simply  Injcauso 
subset  |uently  there  might  be  a  transmu- 
tation of  the  Older  into  a  Private  Bill. 


not  favourably  consirler  an   Amendment 
giving  an  alternative, 

Mr.  CALDWELL :  It  is  obvious  that 
you  could  hardly  have  thest^  notices  made 
available  for  the  Private  Bills  of  a  large 


We  may  then  prescribe  that  if  that  event 
takes  place  such  further  advertii^ementa 
as  are  necessary  may  be  issued. 

Mit  A,  G,  .M  U RK  A  V :  I  agi-ee  very  much 
with  what  my  hon.  frierjd   has   sfiid,  Init, 


railway  compmy  unless  practically  they  '  ^^  course,   I  dealt  with   the  Auienclment 


were  the  notices  prescribed  by  the  Stand 
ing  Oitler,  Ym\  caiuiot  make  the  pro- 
posed proecflure  do  for  Bills  which  are 
eventually  ti>  come  to  this  House  as 
Private  Bills.  Such  a  proposal  would 
show  id  isolate  ignorance  as  to  the  pio- 
eediire  to  l»e  julopted*  The  procethire, 
notices,  and  advertisements  uuist  lie  such 
Mr,  A.  G,  Mitrnrtf. 


actually  before  me.  I  shall  eertaiidy  note 
the  observations  which  have  been  made. 
There  are  two  suggestions — one  containe<l 
in  the  Amendment  on  the  Paper,  and  the 
other  which  has  been  made  by  my  hon. 
friend.  I  would  not  like  either  of  them 
in  the  Bill,  liecause  **  under  tlie  Standing 
Orders  "  does  not  neeesi>arily  mean  umler 
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tliij  prestsnt  SuiuUng  Orders  ;  it  means 
tfiL'  Standing  On  lei;?  of  the  Housts  of 
CunmioiiH,  as  thuse  Stiinciing  Onlers  may 
1x3  iinieiided.  It  u  perfectly  olivioua  that 
if  thin  Bill  pasaes  two  things  may  happen 
—not  only  that  wo  shall  have  to  make 
Greneml  Orderi^  under  this  Bill  for  tliis 
pri\ate  legislation  proeeilnre^  hnt  also  to 
a  certain  extent  the  Standing  Oixlers  of 
this*  House  will  have  to  be  amouded  to 
meet  the  altered  eiremnsUinces  of  tlie  ease, 
beeauae  it  will  he  something  they  ba^e 
not  had  to  deal  with  lief  ore— viz,,  matters 
Ijeginning  under  this  procedure,  and  after- 
wan  Is  going  on  as  Private  Bills.  Matters 
of  great  detail  are  not  really  anpn»priate 
for  diiK^ussion  in  a  deliberative  lioily  such 
as  we  ai"i3,  and  it  woidd  be  very  inajipro- 
priale  to  put  such  point.s  in  the  Bill,  but 
they  will  necessarily  have  to  Ihj  consi- 
dered. The  present  Amend  merit,  how- 
ever,  would  not  mend  matters  at  all,  Imt 
rather  make  them  wonse.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  am  certainly  premred  to  give  an 
undertaking  to  \Gry  carefully  consider  the 
suggestions  which  have  been  made. 


iHi,  CLAltK  :  1  think,  in  addition  to 
the  Geneml  Orders  wiiieh  will  be  issueti 
under  Chiuse  15,  we  shoukl  have  before 


Mk.  CiVLDWELL:  As  to  the  rules 
which  are  to  be  laid  before  the  Houses  of 
Parliament,  we  know  perfectly  well  tluit 
that  means  nothing.  Wo  will  have  no 
power  whatever  in  regard  to  those  rules. 
They  will  be  brought  on  m  h/f*r  afterTwelve 
o  ckiek  at  night ;  there  will  be  no  oppor- 
tunity of  going  into  detail,  and  therefore 
this  is  the  only  point  at  which  we  can 
\m\e  any  control  over  the  procetlure. 
The  Lord  Advocate  h^ia  pointed  out  very 
clearly  that  there  wdl  have  to  be  amend- 
ments of  the  StMuding  Oiders  of  the 
House  to  meet  the  altered  circumstaoees, 
and  supposing  ray  Amendment  were 
cjirried,  we  could  just  prescribe  that  the 
procedure,  the  notices,  and  adveiti.Hemont«, 
should  lie  as  rerjuired  hy  the  Standing 
Oixlers,  instead  of  ha\  ing  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  prcK-eeding  to  make  Orders 
under  this  Bill  The  thing  will  l»e  then 
prescril>ed  by  the  Standing  Ordeii*  of  this 
House.  It  is  very  imjxjrtant  that  this 
House  should  leUiin  power  over  the 
Standing  Onlers  relating  to  what  may 
come  to  Iw  Bills  promoted  through  this 
House.  All  matters  as  reeanls  the  pre- 
liminary procedure  of  BiBb  obviously 
nmst  come,  and  ought  to  come,  and  ought 
never  to  go  anywhere  else  than  through 
this  House.      Why  should   we  allow  any 


us  the  inoditication  of  the  present  Stand- ,  outside  authority  whatever  to  determine 
ing  Orders,  so  that  we  should  l>c  alilo  to  ,  the  notices  and  atlvertisemcnts  to  he 
discuss  the  procedure  next  year  when  the  i  served  upon  ovvmns  and  occupiers,  which 

Will     *_ .  .*  11-1    .  this  House  requires  shouh I  be  done  in  the 

ctuse  of  every  pri^ate  Bill  that  comes 
f>eforo  the  House  t  If  you  are  goijig  to 
make  any  iu<jdification,  make  a  mtxlifi- 
cation  in  accordance  with  the  Standing 
Orders.  It  is  quite  competent  under 
the  Standing  Ortlers  to  prescrilx)  that 
certain  notices  shall  be  rei|idj'ed  in  the 
case  of  all  Bills  that  are  ordered  to  come 
irito  this  House  as  Private  Bilk,  hut  let 
it  1)0  this  House  which  prescril>Gs  the 
Standing  Orders.  If  the  hori.  IMember 
for  Partitk  will  press  his  Amendment  to 
a  Division  1  am  willirjg  to  accept  it,  as  the 
principle  is  the  same;  but  if  not,  I  will 
go  to  a  Division  on  mine. 


Bill  comes  into  operation.  What  we 
ought  to  do  now  is  to  determine  upon  one 
form  or  the  other,  either  as  shall  l)e 
prescribed  under  the  Standing  Orders,  or 
to  arlopt  the  optional  form  of  the  hon. 
Memlier  for  Partick,  and  give  the  suiters 
themselves  the  choice  of  Ixjginning  either 
under  the  che^ipcr  form  or  under  the  old 
form.  If  it  is  a  Bill  which,  either  on 
account  of  its  magnitutle  or  otherwise, 
will  prolmbiy  come  before  the  House,  why 
ahouid  they  not  take  the  old  form  ?  It  is 
certaiidy  expensive  and  cumbersome,  but 
if  they  so  choose  I  do  not  sec  why  we 
should  not  permit  them.  The  liest  thing 
for  the  Lonl  Arivoeate  to  do  would  l>e  to  , 
adopt  the  form  suggested  liy  my  hon.  | 
friend,  and  then  on  the  Keport  stage^  or 
even  later,  he  might  l>e  al>le  to  bring 
forward  some  other  methiHl.  NolKHly 
knows  yet  what  kind  of  Onlers  will  l>e  : 
drawn  up  by  the  Secretiiry  for  Scotland 
under  Section  15  of  the  Bill,  and  it  would  I 
be  better  that  the  petitioners  should  have  , 
the  choice  cus  to  which  pr^ocedure  they 
will  start  nnder.  ■ 


k 


Mil  J.  P.  SMITH  :  I  am  very  much 
obliged  to  the  Lord  Advocate  for  his 
promise  to  consider  these  matters,  but  I 
think  we  ought  to  ask  him  to  put  it  more 
formally.  This  matter  of  notices  is  m 
important  to  those  concerned  in  bringing 
for^vanl  Bills,  that  I  think  we  are  entitled 
to  iisk  for  some  definite  decisioiip  If  the 
Lord  xAdvtjcate  does  not  wish  to  ilcciile  at 
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once,  perhaps  at  the  Report  stage  he  will 
he  Me  to  give  some  decision.  I  think 
that  would  he  sutiicieiit,  but  certainly 
those  who  are  hringing  in  Bills  aught  not 
to  be  hampered  hy  a  double  set  of  adver-  ' 
tiaameiits  and  regulations.  I  sulmiit  that 
the  suggestion  1  have  made  is  the  simplest 
manner  of  doing  the  thing.  It  may  be 
taken  for  gi'anted  that  the  preliminaries 
enftjrced  under  this  Bill  will  be  more 
onerous  than  the  House  «*f  Commons 
imposes  upon  this  point. 


1 


rathe 


Mr.  a.  ih  MURRAY 
inclined  to  accept  the  suggestion  of  niv 
hnn.  friend,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  tic  my 
hands  at  the  present  moment.  I  am  not 
at  all  desirous  of  making  the  regu- 
lations, but  I  think  the  alternative  of 
the  hon.  Member  will  find  a  proper 
place  in  the  rules  an<l  regulations.  If 
the  hon.  Meml»er  is  satisfied  with  that, 
I  am  fierfcctly  willing  to  give  him  an 
undertaking  that  we  will  consider  by  the 
Report  stage  whetlu^r  we  cannot  at  once 
make  op  our  minds  upon  the  matter  and 
accept  it 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  CROSS  (Glasgow, 
Candachie) :  It  ap]>ears  tome  that  we  are 


Hecretary  for  Scotland  a  lawyer,  so  where 

the   Jawyei's   come    in    I   absolutely  fail 
to  see. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  The  hon.  Member  is 
confusing  two  things  —  the  general 
regnlationa  and  the  Standing  Orders.  At 
present  it  is  determined  liy  Standing  Order, 
and  always  should  be  determined  i)v 
Standing  Or-dcr,  what  shtmld  be  announced 
by  public  advertisement.  The  notices 
served  upon  owjiers,  lessees,  and  occu- 
piers are  now  determined  l>y  the  StancUng 
Order,  and  why  should  not  that  continue? 
Lastly,  there  is  the  questioti  of  deposit 
Why  should  it  change  T  There  is  no  Tieed 
to  change  it  ;  it  should  1>e  as  prescrilwd  by 
StancUng  OiTlers.  The  only  point  is  that 
these  regulations  whteli  are  to  be  made 
under  Section  lo  w\l\  practically  be  mmle 
by  the  Scotch  Ottiee.  \Vc  know  that  the 
Chairmen  have  other  duties  to  attend  to  ; 
they  will  be  called  in  now  iind  again,  and 
the  thing  will  l>e  put,  cut  and  dried,  before 
them.  But  the  whole  work  will  be  done 
in  the  Scotch  Oftice-  prolmlily  they  will 
call  in  the  Lortl  A<lvoeate.  All  that  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Mid  Lanark 
is  contf^ndi ng  for  is  that  the  conditions  as 
to  the  important  matters  of  advertising 
anil  the  serving  of  notices  upon  the  people 


now  debating  an  attempt  to  simplify  this  \  affecterb     and     as    to  deposits,    shall    l>e 


procedure,  the  success  of  which,  as  has 
been  confessed  in  the  Conum'ttce,  largely 
depends  upon  details  and  not  so  much 
upon  the  general  pnnciple.  If  that  be  so, 
however  much  confidenee  I  may  have  in 
the  Scotch  Office,  I  do  not  feel  inclined  to 
hwnd  over  t<»  it  the  p>\ver  which  is  here 
proposed.  The  niles  wiil  be  brought  up 
after  Twelve  o'clock,  and  necessarily  will 
bo  subject  to  but  the  niosteursory  irxann'na- 
tion.  If  we  are  to  imderstanrl  from  the 
Lord  Advocate  that  these  rules  are  to 
come  up  for  discussion  on  ]\eport,  that  will 
be  more  satisfactory.  It  appears  to  me 
thai  it  18  essential  in  considering  these 
matters  that  they  should  l>e  simple  anrl 
easil?  understood,  even  by  those  who  are 
not  lawyei's. 

Mr.  a.  6.  MURRAY  :  T  do  not  quite 
understand  what  my  hon.  friend  means. 
1  have  already  said  that  1  am  perfectly 
willing  to  consider  by   the  Report  st:xge 


determinetl  by  St^mding  Order  and  not  by 
anything  that  car^  K^  varied  now  and 
again  as  by  regulation.  These  are 
matters  for  the  Standing  Orders  of  the 
House,  and  have  been  for  tenturies.  The 
proposal  in  this  clause  is  to  take  away  from 
Parliament  the  right  of  fiiscussing  these 
alterations,  because  if  you  mrnlify  the 
Standing  Orders  they  have  to  come  l>efore 
us,  1  nit  if  you  have  the  two  Chairmen  and 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  amending  the 
Stanibng  Orders  in  the  form  of  regida- 
titms  we  will  not  be  able  to  discuss  or 
amend  their  proposals,  because  they  will 
come  up  after  Twelve  oVlock»  iuid  whatever 
Government  is  in  power  they  will  keep 
suthcient  Memlicrs  here  to  carry  ihem 
through.  1  thiidv  my  hon.  friend  is 
perfectly  right  in  his  Amenflment. 

Mr,  CALDWELL  :  We  are  not  speak- 
ing of  the  procediue  pre8cril>ed  by  the 
General  Orders.     The  point  we  are  refer- 


the  Amen<iment  which  the  hon.  Memlierfor  i  ring  to  is  that,  in  the  eveirt  of  the  Chair- 
Pai  tick  has  suggested.  As  to  the  remarks  '  men  ileciding  that  a  proposal  shoidd 
about  lawyers  and  the  Scoteh  (Jthce,  '  jnoceed  by  Private  Bill  insteail  t*f  rnrder 
neithcrof  the  two  Chairmen  of  Committees  the  procedure  here  proposed,  the  notices 
as  far  as  1   know  is  a  lawyer,  rror  is  the  ;  and  advertisements  shall   l>e   available  m 
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notices  imder"TOr  WW>ne"liill  proceihire  i 
of  this  HouM.  We  decline  to  ullow  any 
outside  authority  to  interfere  anci  deter- 
mine what  the  notices^  advertiuemeut^i  and 
depodU  shall  be,  in  regard  to  what  has  to  I 
proceed  through  this  House  as  a  Private 
Bill.  We  must  have  those  points  deter- 
niinefl  hy  Standing  Order,  and  not  left  at 


the  dispo^U  of  att  outside  authority  solar) 
ns  this  Houst*  is  iHirnvnuMl 


Question  \nn. 

The  Cuumiilteo  divulod  :     Ayes, 
Not^s,  r>f».     (Division  List  Nn.  185,) 
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Murray,  Rt.  fin.  A.  (i.  (Bute) 
Newdigatc*.  FraueUAleiiindi^r 
Nichol«w>n.  Willtrini  Crahani 
Nicol  iJonald  Niiiiaa 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Roliert  Torreni 

NOES. 

Eraas.  S«iiiiiel  T.{(il&morgftu) 
PArqaharfton«  l>r.  Robert 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Uoihiard,  Daniel  Ford 
i;nfUtb,  Ellu.  .L 
Ha2«lb  Walter 

ll«o]|ihinjit  Hon,  Charici  H. 
Bog^,  Jarnen  Fraticb 
Hanumui   '— ^^   --^    i,,i.« 

LeOK 


IV31.M0,  lli'rhert  T^ Darlington 
Tenn,  Joiiti 

I  FierjHunt,  Hol*ert 
rilkui£>ti^n.  R.(LiineH.  Nuwton) 
Rowidk  sir  Fraiici?*  Sliarp 
F*rycc  Jtmi'j*.  Lt.  CoL  Edwitrd 
rnrvi'*,  Kidnut 
\'ym,  C,  (IiJV 
Iveimlmw.  <  'ImrleN  Riue 
lii>ht*rt><ini.  HerberllHaeknoy) 
liu^Kell,  T.  W.  t'r>Tt*ne) 
Kydtrr,  John  Hiuht^ri  Dnilluy 
Savory,  Sh  Joi^«'pii 
SharjM\  Will  it*  in  Edward  1\ 
SididHfilinm,  J.  W.  ChuKblio) 
Sididmiidiii,  \^  m,  (Derhynli.) 
Sktnvew  C<i\/rhomn» 
Smith,  J  amen  IVirktuiLnnanl) 
StaTdey,  liord  (Lanew.) 
SLevvarl*  Sir  NL  J.  MTnggart 
Stock,  Janit**  H«nry 
SUinn,  Sii'  Iti^njamin 
Strut (,  Mon.  CliaH  llodl^y 
Thorhuin.  VValh^r 
Thornton,  Ctirey  M, 

I  TondifiHon,  Wni.  I'd w. Murray 
Tntton,  CliarltMi  Eruunt 
Ire,  Ab.'xaiidor 
Valentia,  ViMnouiit 
Wallace.  HolKirLU'eiLh) 
Wanklvn,  JameN  Lt^nlii^ 
Warde,'  Lk'ut.  CoLCK.fKent) 
\yf"h«t«f,  K.ti,  (Hi,  Raneraw) 
Williams.  Coion<d  li  1  Dorivi^t) 
WillJanip*,  J.  P(*widl   (Rlrni) 
Wolff,  tiUMtav  WillMdm 
Wyhe,  Alex»iitl«r 
WyiMlliiini  t/uin.  Major  \\\  IL 
Wyvill,  ]Vlarmaduk4i  lI'Arev 
Youngs  ( 'omiiiaiidei  ( \Usrk*^k. ) 

Tkj.lkmh  rott  THH  Avm^ 
Sir  Winiarn  Walrorid  and 
Mr.  AuMirutlier. 
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Min<-b«  MiUihew 

MoH«yJlt.  Hn.  Joim(  llantro«« 

MorriJ*  Saiuoitl 

M'Ttofi,  K.  J.  C.  (\>ti¥aapt»ni 
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Mark 
V.  Willkm 
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ProvandjAndrew  Drybnrgh 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  Jolin  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
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Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick,  B.) 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 


Whittaker,  Thonuui  Palmer 
I  Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,  W.  R) 
I  Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
I  Yoxall,  James  Heniy 
I  Tellers  for  thk  Noes — ^Mr. 
Caldwell  and  Mr.  ColviUe. 


Dr.  CLARK  :  My  object  in  moving  to 
leave  out  Clause  1  has  reference  not  only 
to  the  character  of  the  clause,  but  also 
l)ecause  I  have  put  down  a  new  clause, 
which  I  will  move  when  it  is  reached, 
and  which  will  carry  out  all  the  objects 
the  Government  state  they  desire,  and  all 
the  objects  that  the  people  of  Scotland 
had  in  view  when  they  asked  for  the 
introduction  of  legislation  of  this  kind. 
Under  the  new  clause  I  propose  that 
"where  under  the  present  practice  any 
opposed  Private  Bill  is  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee in  either  House  of  Parliament, 
every  such  Bill  shall,  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act,  be  referred  to  the 
Commissioners  appointed  under  this  Act." 
The  first  sub-section  is  practically  similar 
to  the  Amendment  proposed  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dundee,  that  where  there  is 
no  opposition,  or  if  the  opposition  has 
been  withdrawn,  the  Bill  shall  be  dealt 
with  as  an  unopposed  Bill,  according  to 
the  present  practice.  Then  the  next  sub- 
section provides  that  the  Report  by  the 
Commissioners  shall  be  laid  before  either 
House  of  Parliament  in  which  the  Bill 
originated,  and  the  procedure  in  the 
remaining  stages  shall  follow  the  present 
practice.  Under  this  plan  there  would 
be  local  inquiries  by  Commissioners,  and 
their  Report  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
Committee  stage  in  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament. I  cannot  agree  to  Clause  1  as  it 
stands  at  present,  because  it  introduces  a 
number  of  novelties  which  have  never 
been  asked  for,  and  which  are  contrary  to 
the  practice  of  Parliament. 


Amendment  proposed — 


**  In    page   1,    to    leave    out    Clause   1. 
(Dr.  Clark.) 


Question  proposed — 

'*  That  ClauHe  1,  as  amended,  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 


*SiR  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  I  have 
heard  the  explanation  of  the  Lord  Advocate 
with  reference  to  this  clause  and  Clause 
16,  and  I  must  confess  that  I  cannot  make 
head  or  tail  of  it.  Under  this  clause  a 
man  wishing  to  get  a  Provisional  Order 
under  the  Board  of  Trade — say  for  electric 
lighting — must  present  a  petition  to  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland.  He  is  forbidden 
to  do  anything  else.  Therefore  he  cannot 
apply  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  and,  although 
by  the  subsequent  clause  all  the  powers 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  are  safeguarded, 
the  right  of  initiating  proceedings  on  the 
part  of  the  applicant  is  by  this  clause 
taken  away. 


Mr.  SOUTTAR:  I  have  pleasure  in 
supporting  my  h  on.  friend  in  his  Amend- 
ment. As  the  clause  stands  it  is  most  injur- 
ious. It  deprives  Scotchmen  of  their  ancient 
right  to  petition  Parliament  for  a  Private 
Bill,  and  that  is  a  very  great  deprivation 
indeed.  In  the  second  place,  it  deprives 
Scotch  Members  of  their  right  to  legislate 
in  regard  to  the  affairs  of  their  own 
coimtry.  It  is  true  that  Committees  on 
Sootch  Bills  are  not  composed  exclusively 
of  Scotch  Members,  but  we  have  always  the 
right  to  call  the  action  of  these  Committees 
in  question,  and  that  right  will  be  lost. 
For  my  part,  I  fail  to  see,  if  the  Bill 
becomes  law,  of  what  use  it  would  be  for 
Scotch  Members  to  come  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  It  will  not  be  1)ecause  of 
Public  Bills,  1)ecause  these  are  few  and  far 
between.  It  is  true  that  it  is  proposed 
that  the  panel  should  include  two  Members 
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rof  Parliament,  and  sonic  of   my   friends  i 
soem     to     th  ink     ihnt     that     is     going 
Uy  Imlance  the  evil  t^tl'cct  of  this   dause. 
But  I  do  not   think  the   iiiclnsion   of  two  > 
McmlKjrs  in  the  panel  will  m  any   senso  i 
take  the   place  of  Smutch  supervision  of  ' 
Scotch   Private;   Bill   legislation.     I  think 
tlie  clause,  Ivy  fiutting  tht>  power  into  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  really 
introchiceti  Caiitle  government  into   Scot- 
land, and   I  cannot  understand  why  my  i 
bon.  friends,  whom  I  generally  esteem,  can 
so  readily  accept  such  a  provision.     We  I 
have  been   for   a  long  time  opposed    to  ' 
Castle   government  in    Ireland,  and  why 
should    we    approve  of    its   int mr I urr inn 

'into  Seotland  ?  My  hon,  and  rigbi  Iioil 
frienrls  think,  perhaps,  that  at  a  later  stage 
I  hey  will  l»e  alile  to  so  improve  the  Bill 
as  to  make  it  palatal >le  :  but  the  Bill  jis  it 
stands  is  a  bad  Bill,  and  I  sitpixirt  with  1 
all  my  heart  the  Amendment  of  my  hon. 
frieufl  the  Member  for  Oaithneas. 

Mr.  CALDWELL:  This  is  a  Bill  that 
starts  uporj  the  principle  of  Home  Kiile. 
It  is  the  first  tieeisive  attempt  of  the 
Government  to  de\  olve  legislative  powers 
on  a  laxly  outside  Parliamertt  altogether. 
In  so  far  as  the  Bill  pnx^eeds  upon 
national  lines,  in  so  far  as  it  separates 
Scotch  business  from  Imixnial  business, 
and  proceerls  on  the  fiHJtiug  that  Scotch 
business  unght  to  be  done  in  Scothnut,  in 
so  far  as  it  gives  legislative  power  to  a 
body  iu  Scotland  whose  me^isurcs  will 
have  the  etfeet  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
witliout  coming  to  this  House,  I  t\o  not 
see  how  any  Hoiue  Ruler  could  desire  a  I 
niiire  extensive  progrriTnme  than  that,  ' 
This  claitsc  acknowledges  that  purely  | 
Scotch  business  should  not  be  dealt  with 
by  the  Imperial  Parhament.  It  is  true  that  ' 
the  Imsiness  is  confined  to  Private  Bill  legis-  I 
lation,  l>ut  I  would  remind  hon.  Mendiers  i 
that  Private  Bill  legislation  is  co-extensivo  | 
with  Pulilic  Bill  legislation.  There  was, for 
instance,  the  Glasgow  Police  Act,  which 
modified  in  essential  cases  the  general 
criminal  law  of  Scotland  so  far  as  it  ap- 
plied to  Glasgow.  Then  there  are 
ipiestions  of  taxation,  and  we  might,  if  we 
ha<l  a  Scotch  Secretary  of  our  own  way 
of  thinking,  get  the  taxation  of  land 
values  passed  iu  Private  Bill  legislation. 
Practically,  there  is  nothing  we  can  get 
umler  the  general  pii1>lic  hiw  which  we 
cannot  get  under  this  Bilk  It  is  very 
hani  on  ns  therefore  to  ask  us  to  refuse 
a   Home  Kule  measure  of  this  kind,  and 


the  lover  which  the  Bill  will  give  U3. 
There  are  certain  details  of  the  Bill  to 
which,  of  course,  we  object,  hut  the  Bill  as 
n  whole  will  give  us  a  splendid  lever.  I 
remember,  at  the  time  when  the  Govern- 
ment i!itnxluced  ditferential  death  duties 
on  est^itcs  above  £10,000,  which  were  to 
|iay  1  per  cent,  extra,  it  was  saiil  they  were 
Hitroduciiig  the  principle  of  graduation, 
which  another  Government  would  extenrl. 
The  result  was,  that  another  Government 
did  extenil  the  principle  of  graduation. 
Again,  when  free  education  was  intro- 
duced intii  Scotland,  it  was  opposed  on 
the  grtjund  that  if  it  was  introduced  into 
Seotland  it  would  bo  extended  into 
iMigland  ;  and  it  was  so  extendeci  to 
Euglanrl.  Depend  upon  it,  every 
principle  which  we  can  get  insirniated  into 
a  Bill  for  Scotland  will  lie  mafle  a  lever 
for  extending  it  not  only  in  Scotland,  l»ut 
in  other  |wirts  of  the  United  Ivingdom. 
But  the  Bill  hiis  })een  l>rought  forward 
under  false  pretences,  so  far  as  the  Iwal 
authorities  are  concerned,  for  its  supporters 
insist  that  it  will  save  exfjense  to  bx^al 
authi^rities  in  promoting  Private  Bills. 
Nothing  couhl  Ih?  further  from  the  case. 
The  procethire  will  be  much  more  expen- 
sive than  ruider  the  present  ProvisioiuAl 
Order  procedure.  If  you  eliminate  from 
this  Bill  the  local  authorities  who  otight 
to  pmceed  uniler  the  present  Provisional 
Oixler  system,  and  if  you  also  eliminate 
the  case  (Ff  railways  in  Scotland,  you  will 
have  hanlly  anything  left  at  all— three  or 
four  Bdia  of  a  general  character,  or  the 
Bills  of  some  private  individuals  who 
want  to  get  certain  monopolies.  But  if  they 
want  mouopijlics  let  them  come  here  and 
have  their-  ease  sifted,  and  let  them  pay 
for  these  njontjpolies.  One  great  object 
we  have  in  view  in  regard  to  police  and 
sjLuitary  matters  is  that  we  should  have, 
uniform  lijgislation  throughout  the 
country.  We  have  a  Police  and  Sanitary 
Committee  which  deals  with  the  whole 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  It  is  f>bviou8 
that  that  Committee  has  far  more  ex- 
perience and  is  better  fitted  to  deal  ^nth 
such  cases  than  three  or  four  pei*son3  de- 
ciding on  an  isolatt^l  case.  You  are 
therefore  throwiivg  away  the  opportunity, 
if  you  [wtss  this  Bill  in  its  present  shape, 
of  securing  uuiformity  in  [>olice  and  sani- 
tary legislation.  The  only  reason  why 
the  Bill  has  been  supported  in  Scotland 
is,  that  it  has  got  a  large  support  from 
the  aih'ocates  in  Parliament  House  in 
Edinburgh,   who   are,  aliuost   to  a   man. 
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*TiiE  CHAIRMAN  :  The  hoiu  Memlier 
is  making  a  Second  Reading  speech.  The 
question  in,  wln3ther  Claoaa  1  shall  stand 
part  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  CALDWELL :  This  measure  is 
merely  )»eing  pR>rnoted  hy  those  who 
have  pratbically  an  iiittuential  interest  in 


having  a  devolution  of  this  kind.  It  is 
not  a  measure  whifh  is  in  the  interest  of 
the  local  authorities,  for  the  present 
PVivate  Bill  and  Provisional  Order  system 
is  ]jetter  and  cheaper  than  that  which  the 
Bill  provides. 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  :     Ayes, 
Noes,  62.    (Division  List  No.  186.) 
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Ailhu?eii,  A.  HeBry  Eden  [ 

Art'luhile,  EdwanlMervyn 
Arnold,  A Hretl 
Asher,  iVJexander 
Afthmejid  llttrtlett,  Sir  EUis 
Atkinson.  Kt.  Hon.  Juhn 
Auwtiti,  Sir  .John  (Yorkaliire) 
Hagut,  ('apt.  J.  Fitzroy 
lUile3%  -irinies  (Walworth) 
IJaird,  John  George  A, 
lialfouT,  Kt.Hn.A.J.lMaiich'r) 
liiilfour,  Kt  Hn.G.W.( Leeds) 
Uanhury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  (iorell 
Hartley,  txeorge  f\  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
liathurp^t,  Hon.  Allen  II 
death, KtHnSirM.  IL  (HriHtol) 
ISegg,  Ferdinand  l''aithfoll 
Bhbwnaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
B I akiaton- Houston,  John 
Itond,  Edward 
Billiard,  Sir  Harry 
Burt,  Thomas 
lititcher,  John  George 
i/ampbell  BannennftD^  Sir  H. 
(;a\  endish ,  \M ' W  { Derbyshire) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Chaloner,  Captain  K.  (LW, 
Chamberiain,  J,  A.  (Worc'r) 
Chaplin,  Kt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington^  Spencer 
Cochrane,  Hon.  Thoa.  H.  A.E. 
Coijhill,  Douglas  Hariy 
CVihen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Coliinge,  Kt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Cols Ui II,  ChaB,  Edw.  H.  A. 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lamlieth) 
Cornwallisj  Fiennea  S.  W. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  B, 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cronibie,  John  William 
Cross,  Alexander  (iiiaiigow) 
Cubitt*  Hon.  Henry 
Curzoii,  Viftcount 
l>ttlkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrj'inple,  Sir  Char  leu 
I»avies,  Sir  IL  iK  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dorlngtoe,  Sir  .John  F^ward 
Douglas,  Kt.  Hon.  A.  Akera- 
DoxFord,  Will  Lam  Theodore 
Duacombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
1  >yke,Kt,  Hn^Sh-Wii  Bam  Hart 
Elliot.  Hon.  A.  Kalph  Douglas 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyii  Edw, 
Furguson.B.  C,  MunrolLeith) 
Fieldi  Admiral  (Eastlioume) 
Fin  lay,  Sir  Kobert  Uaimatyne 
Fbher,  William  Hayes 


AYES. 

Flower »  Ernest 
Fol  k  est  o  n  e ,  V  i  s^cou  n  t 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (SntTolk) 
FoHter,  Sir  \Valter (Derby  Co.) 
iiedgOi  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Idoyd 
iiiles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
(Uadstone,  Kt,  Hn.  Herljertd.  ' 
Golds  worthy,  Major- General     , 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst.Kt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Grey,  Pirn  est  (We»t  Ham) 
Gretton,  John 

Hamilton,  Kt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 
Hat^-h,  Emeat  F.  George 
Hedderwick,  Thoraaa  C.  H. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hemphill,  Kt.  Hon.  C.  H. 
Hendereon,  Alexander 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks,  N.R.) 
.lebb,  Kichard  Claverhouso 
tJohnson.  William  (Belfast) 
Kay  ShuttleworLh,KtH nSir  V 
Kemp,  iieorge 

Kennaway,  Kt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  IL 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  Willi  am 
Kinh>ch,  Sir  J,  George  Smythe 
Know  lei*,  Lees 

Lawrence,Sir  E.  Dnrninfi'  ( Corn 
JjawHon,  John  Grant  (Vorks.) 
Ijeeee,  Sir  J.  F.  (A  wring  ton  J 
Leigh  Bennett,  Henry  Curiie 
Llewellyn,  E.  H.  (Somerset) 
Lo<!kwood,  Lt.'Col.  A.  K. 
Lofler.  Gerald  Walter  Kr^kine 
Longi  RL  Hn.  W.  (Liverpool) 
I^pes,  Henry  Yarde  Bulier 
Tiowlea,  John 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkroan 
Lv'ell,  Sir  Leonard 
Nla^sdona,  John  Ciimnnng 
M*Arthur,  Charles  ( Liverpool ) 
M*Calniont,CoL  J.  (Antrim,  H. 
iVLKillop,  Jame!4 
Mellor,  Bt.Hn,  J.  W.  (Yorks,) 
Middlemore,  J.  Throt^morton 
Milton,  Vbcount 
Monk,  Charles  James 
More,Kobt.  Jasper^  Shropshire) 
M  organ ,  H  n.  Fr  ed .  ( Monm '  t  ha . ) 
Morley*  Charlen  (Breconshire) 
Morton,  A.  IL  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  Williiun  (ieorge 
Muntz,  Phil  in  A. 
Murray,  Kt,  Hn,  A.  (i.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
N^Wdigate,  FrancisAIexander 


Nicholson,  William  Graham 
NicoL  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neillt  Hon.  Kobert  Torrens 
OrrEwing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pea«e,  Herb. Fike( Darlington) 
Penn,  John 
Pilkington,B.  (Lanes  Newton) 
l*ollot'k,  ILirry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Fran^vis  Sharp 
Pryce- Jones.  Lt.-CoL  Ed  want 
Purvis,  Kol>ert 
Pyni,  C.  Guy 

Kai*ch,  Major  Frerleric  Came 
Kennhaw,  t  'liarles  Bine 
Kit<'hie,  Kt.  Hon.  C.  Tbomaon 
Hoberts,  John  Bryn  (Eiiion) 
Kobertson ,  H  e  r l>e rt  ( H  aekney ) 
Kouud  Jaines 
lius&ell,tien,  F.S. (Cheltenham 
Kn-^sell  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Kyder,  John  Herliert  Dudley 
SuAorv,  Sir  Joseph 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Thomaa  (Hawick  B.) 

I  Sidel>otliam,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidelx)ttom,  Win.  (Derbysh.J 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smi  t  h ,  J  am  e^Parker(  Lana4'ks) 
Stanley,  Lord  (i^^ncs.) 
St€  wart,  SirMar  k  J .  M  *  Taggart 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stont!,  Sir  Benjamin 

I   Strauss,  Artliur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  AL 
Tomlin^on,  Wni.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  diaries  Ernest 
I' re,  Alexander 
Yalentia,  V^iscount 
Vincent,  Cob  Sir  C.  E.  HowanI 
Wallace,  Kobert  (Perth) 
Wanklvn,  Jam^  Leslie 
\Viirde,'Lieut. -Cob  C,  K.  ( KeotJ 
Went  worth,  Bruce  C.  VeritoD 
W hi tm ore.  Charles  Algemoii 
Williams,  Colonel  K.  (Donvet) 
Willmms,  Joi*.  Powell-  (Binu, 
Wodehouse,  B  t  Hn.  E.  K.l  liatb) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wyhelm 
Wylie,  Alexander 
W^TidhamQuin,  Maj.  W.  H, 
Wy  vilL  Marniftdnko  D'Arw 
Young,  Commander(Berks,E.) 

Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr*  Anstruther. 
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liarlow,  John  Etuinott 

Hillson,  Alfred 

Blrrell,  Au^stine 

Bmniier,  Sir  John  Tomluison 

Biim.H,  John 

Canieron.  SirCharlesidlaagow) 

Cameron.  l{ob«rt  (Durham) 

Channing,  Francis  AUston 

rioagh,  Walter  Owen 

(xillery,  Jiernard 

ColviPe,  John 

Cuminina,  Andrew 

CriJIy,  Daniel 

( "urran,  Tb*iraa»  (Hligo,  8.) 

Davitt,  Michael 

Dillon,  John 

Donelan,  (Japtain  A. 

Doogan,  i\  C 

Dunn,  Sir  WilliaTu 

Evans,  S.  T.  tiMamorgan) 

Farqnharson,  Dr.  Hol^rt 

Fenwick^  ('harlet» 

Clause  2 : — 
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NOES. 

Ffrench,  Peter 
Ctoddard^  Daniel  Fortl 
OilFith,  Ellia  J. 
Hayne,  Kt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Homiuian.  Frederick  John 
,loicey,  Sir  James 
Lambert,  tJeor^e 
1  ^a  wson.Sir  W  il  f rid  ( Cn  mb'  land 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lloyd'Geor^e,  David 
Logan,  John  William 
Lough,  Thorn  an 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
M*Ghee,  Kicliard 
M'lnAfen,  Charles  Benjamin 
M*Leod,  John 

Mendl,  Sigismiind  Ferdinand 
Mor|fan,  -i.  L.  {< -armarthen) 
Morlev,  Rt,  Hn.  J.  (Montrose.) 
Morton,  Bdw.  J.  C.  (Dvnpt.) 
Moss,  Samuel 
Oldrtiyd,  Mark 
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I   Pirie,  Duncan  V, 

I    Fnce,  Robert  John 

I    Provand,  Andrew  Drybnrgh 

'    Ricliardft,  Heiwy  Charle«* 
Kiekett,  J*  CoiiVpton 
liobertson,  Eilniund  (Dnmlee) 
Samuel,  .L  (StockUjnon  Tees) 
Scott»  i\  Prei^twich  (Leij^h) 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  f Stafford) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  t Forfarshire) 
Sou  I  tar,  Kohimson 
Stead  man,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Dmial  (Wesinieath) 
Trevelyan,  Cliarles  Philips 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  {(Jo van) 
Yoxall,  Jamea  Henry 

Tellers   for   the    Noes— 
Dr-  *  lark  and  Mr,  Caldwell. 


Dr.  CLAIiK  :  Tht*  Amendment  which 
stands  in  my  name  on  the  Paper  is  tak<Mj 
from  the  Uxst  Bill  iirtroduced  by  the 
Gnvernmeiil  in  ls92.  It  prnprnses  that 
the  detemn nation  of  those  matters  shonld 
lie  iifil  by  the  two  Chainnen  of  the 
Committees,    lait    by   a    standing   Joint 


Mr.  a.  a  MURRAY:  The  hoii. 
Member  forgets  that  the  fseheme  of  the 
Bill  of  1892  is  radically  tliftWeiit  to  tlie 
seheme  of  this  Bill  The  scheme  of  the 
Bill  of  189:i  Wits  a  seheme  for  Private! 
BilU,  ami  there  was  no  radical  change  at 
all  in  the  initial  stages  of  those  Billfi. 
Tlie  Joint  SUuiding  Cfmimittee  w;is  then 
created  in  order  to  deal  with  the  Bills  in 


Committee    of    both    Houses,  eompised    ^^^  jjonse,  antl  see  wliether,   when  they 
of     two     peer«     ami     two    eomtnoners  |  j^^j  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  CVmimiitee   sUige,   thoy 


I 

I 
I 


and  the  two  Chainiien.  The  two 
peers  and  two  commoners  shonkl  l)e 
appointed  every  session,  arid  every  Pro- 
visional Order  applied  for  ahoiihl  he  sent 
to  this  Commission  to  be  determined,  and 
they  should  consider  the  procedure.  In 
the  present  edition  of  the  Bill  this  joint 
Committee  is  entirely  dropperl^  and  this 
work  is  relegated  to  the  two  Chairmen  of 
the  Committees.  So  far  as  the  Chairman 
of    Cxjmmittees    of    this    Ffouse  is  con- 


ahonld  go  down  for  local  ini|niry.  The 
present  Bill  is  not  a  Private  Bill  seheme 
at  all,  but  a  Provisional  Order  seheme, 
and  it  was  thought  right  to  reserve  the 
control  of  this  House  over  these  matters. 
It  is  desirable  that  there  should  1>o  some- 
body to  determim^  wlnit  is  litted  to  he 
proceeded  with  -t-*  a  Private  Bill  and 
what  is  fitted  to  he  dealt  with  as  a  Pro- 
visional Order,  and  it  w^as  felt  that  the 
two  Chairmen  wouhl  l>e  a  proper  trilama! 


cenied,  in  my  opnnon  he  has  quite  eiiough  I  f^^j.  ^^  purpose.  There  would  l)e  a  great 
to  do.  At  the  present  tmie  he  IS  engaged  flfsadvantage  in  adding  two  Peers  antl 
all  the  morning  on  Private  Bill  wt>rk  and  :  t.vo  Members  of  this  House  to  the  tribunal, 
all  the  evening  in  this  House,  antl  cannot  ,  because  a  great  deal  would  be  tlonc  when 
be  expecte<l  to  give  a  giwtt  tleal  of  time  ,  p-iHiament  is  nt.t  sitting,  and  thev  would 
to  this  work.  I  much  prefer  ihe  fonii  ^^^^  i^  ^^^.^  ^lie  two  ChaiTmen;  on  the 
proposed  by  the  right  hcui.  Centleiuan  lu  ^  ^^^her  hantl,  an^  obliged  to  bo  here  in  the 
1892,  w^hieh  gives  us  a  hwly  who  will  ^  ^^j^^^^j^^^  ^^^^^  ^|^..^|  ,,,j^l,  p^.j^^te  Bill  nm^^^^^^ 
meet  and  discuss  these  matters.  ^^^,i   ^-^   j^   f^^j^    ^j^.^^   they  eoidd  do   this 

Amendment  proposed—  ^"^^^  <^t  the  sjvme  time.'   I   therefore  tlo 

not  propose  to  accept  this  Amendment. 
Mr.  CAl.DWELL :  The  difference  be- 


Com- 

Members  i 


*  In   pag€5  2,   line  *2,  after  tho  wool 
uions,' to  insert,  the  wordf*  '  and  two  Mt?iiii«oi»  <  ..     „.,,         ,      ,       ^.|,     ^    i  on*^    • 

of  each  HouHe  of  Parliament  apiM>iiiteii  at  the  |  tw^een   this  Bill   and   the   Bill  f4    IHdl   13 


l>e^nnin*:  of  eaidi  8es*<ion  in  manner  provided 
by  Stamiinj(  <  Jnlers  .^haill  l>e  a  St.itmlin«;  Joint 
Conmiittee  of  the  Iwn  Himim*^-'*  of  Parliainent/ ' 
—{Dr.  Clark.) 

Question  proposed — 

•*  That  tlK»He  words  be  there  iiuierted.*' 
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very  small  True,  that  Bill  mus  to  tleal 
wit1j  Private  Bills,  this  is  to  deal  with 
Provisional  Orders  ;  but,  call  it  whatever 
you  like,  it  is  the  same  thing,  and  the  Provi- 
sional Order  hua  the  full  effect  of  an  Act 
of  Parliament.  The  wlude  question  which 
2L 
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Tmte  - 


{COMMONS}       PrfM-Mr  ^ 


the  Joint  Committee  of  1892  had  to  doter- 
mine  Wiis  whether  the  Bill  was  one  that 
Bhould  bo  rulogatod  to  local  inquiry 
or  not,  and  that  is  tht^  scheme  of  the 
present  Bill.  Thu  ^mall  chango8  in  the 
Bill  are  imniciteriah  What  is  tho  efftn-t 
of  tills  tribunal  ?  When  a  CoiiservativG 
Government  is  in  power  the  Chairman  of 
Committees,  tha  Secretary  for  S*^cotland, 
and  the  Chairman  of  the  Comniitteea  of  tho  ^  Committee  vi  the  two  Houses  thoy  mil 


not  matter  whether  the  initial  stages  of  a 
Bill  where  taken  at  Edinburgh  or  West- 
minster, but  it  was  thought  proper  thiit 
they  should  he  dotermined  by  a  Joint 
Staruliug  Conuuittee  of  this  character, 
and  that  the  matter  should  be  considered 
l>y  some  independent  Members.  I 
lielicne  that  if  the  Goverument  only  ex- 
press their  svillingness  to  appoint  a  Joint 


House  of  ijords  are  Cotif^ervative»  and 
they  can  say  whether  the  Bill  shall  come 
to  this  House  or  not.  They  hold  the 
strings,  and  the  Secret^iry  for  Scotland  can 
say  **  Refer  it  to  me,"  and  if  he  in  his  dis- 
cretion sends  it  away  we  have  no  control 
over  it  whatever.  There  is  a  lUtle 
ditlerencc  if  a  Liberal  fiover anient  is  iu 
piuver,  bccauBo  then,  though  the  Chair- 
man uf  Committee  in  this  House  and  the 
Secretfiry  for  Scotland  are  Liberals,  the 
Chairman  of  Committees  in  the  House  of 
Lords  is  aCouRcrvative,  and  he  has  power 
to  prevent  such  a  thing  lieing  done.  It 
is  a  strong  onler  to  deny  the  right  of  a 
Private  Bill  to  eome  to  this  Honse  and  to 
relegate  it  to  a  Scotch  triljtinal.  I  think 
that  matti^r  ouglit  to  be  determined  byau 
inii>artial  Conuuittee, 

Mjl  RICHARDS  (Finsbury,  K):  I 
thoruughly  sympathise  with  my  hon, 
frieud  tlio  Member  for  Mid  Lanark  iu  the 
^dews  he  has  put  hefore  the  House.  To 
my  miufl  nothing  is  more  niisatisfaetory 
than  the  procedure  with  regard  to  Provi- 
sional Orders,  as  it  amounts  to  nothing 
less  than  an  attempt  by  permanent  officials 
to  smuggle  through  the  House 

*TUK  CHAIR>LVN:  On ler,  order  f  I 
do  not  think  that  is  quite  the  question 
that  18  now  before  the  House. 

Mk.  RICHARDS:  Of  course,  if  you 
rule  that.  Sir,  I  cannot  go  into  it.  I  can 
only  say  1  inU^nd  to  support  the  hou. 
Memlmr  oppcKsite,  because  in  my  opinion  i 
if  the  Bill  is  carried  as  it  stands  it  will  )ri 
clearly  an  injustice  tu  Srotlaud,  and  so 
long  as  the  Sei^tch  people  desire  to  take 
the  opinioris  of  Cfmunittecs  of  this  House 
it  is  not  right  i*f  this  ur  any  other  Govcru- 
meut  to  attempt  Ui  depnve  them  of  that  j 
constitutional  riglit.  j] 


Dr, 

prised 


CLARK :  1  am  somewhat  sur- 
that  my  Auji^ndment  is  nut 
accepted.  I  have  tJiken  tliat  clause  out 
of  the  Bill  of  1892  which  it  was  proposed 
to  briuL;  iJi  after  throe  year^i'  consideration. 
The  tribunal  was  proposed  because  it  did 
Mi\CakiwflL 


get  through  this  Bill  trO- night. 

Sin  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 

In  the  ronrse  of  this  evening's  discussion 
I  stud  M'ith  regard  to  the  Instnictiou  that 
was  moved  lief  ore  we  got  into  Cooimittee 
that  I  tioubted  wliether  there  w*is  full 
justification  for  the  hope  entertained  by 
the  Lord  Advocate  that  this  Bill  would 
be  found  applicalilc  to  othei*  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom  besides  Scotlau*!.  This 
was  one  of  the  points  which  I  had  in  m}* 
mind  when  I  said  that,  liecause  here  we 
are  putting  a  gi'eat  work  an<l  an  immense 
responsiViility  upon  the  Chairmen  of  the 
two  Houses.  1  may  be  tokl  that  the 
existing  Chairmen  have  come  hefore  the 
Committee  anil  said  that  they  were 
willing  and  aide  to  do  this  work,  and  I 
have  no  ciouht  that  they  wtiukl  |witrioti- 
cally  perform  these  duties  if  they  were 
imposed  upon  them.  But  let  us  con- 
sider what  the  Chairman  of  this  House 
has  to  do.  He  is  the  most  lHlK>nou8 
member  of  the  House  during  the  seasiou, 
not  excepting  the  Speaker  himself,  ancl 
dtiriug  the  antumn  he  is  engageil  to  a 
very  considerable  extent  iti  the  prepara- 
tory steps  of  Private  Bill  business.  Now 
we  are  going  to  ask  him,  together  with  the 
Chairman  of  the  other  House,  to  decide 
the  very  delicate  i  pi  est  ion  as  to  winch  of 
these  proposals  shall  he  dealt  \nth  as 
Private  Bills  and  which  shall  Im3  dealt 
with  !iy  way  of  Pro^isiimal  Order.  They 
are  in  eftect  to  be  the  tribunal  to  deal  with 
nnitters  which  will  involve  the  employ- 
ment of  London  agents,  which  rather 
disposes  of  some  of  the  arguments,  esjieci- 
aJly  that  rather  fallacious  argument  of 
taking  as  much  money  for  Scotland  as 
you  |H>ssibly  can.  I  think  if  we  con- 
sider the  amount  of  work  that  this  will 
impose  npotj  the  Chairmen,  if  the  Bill  is 
extendeil  to  the  three  kingdoms,  we 
shall  see  very  little  prospect  of  this 
particular  inachinery  being  applied.  I 
forget  exactly  the  Hgures  quoted,  but 
there  is  a  very  small  proportion  of  Scotch 
business  before  the  House,  and  most  of 
the   Scotch    Bills    are    unimportant — the 
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most  important  are  the  railway  BilU^ 
which  occupy  a  great  deal  of  tinier  There 
are  145  Privau^  Bills  for  England  and  25 
for  Scotland,  and  supposing  the  niime 
machinery  is  applie<l  to  the  145  iis  to  the 
25,  wc  can  fonn  somu  opini<jii  approxi- 
mately of  hoM'  \\vmy  and  difficult  the 
duties  which  arc  laid  upon  the  Chairman 
would  !>e.  After  all,  I  think  it  is  rather 
too  much  if  we  contemplate  extending 
the  provisiijns  of  this  Bill  t<j  other  parts 
*tf  the  kingfloni.  My  hon.  friend  proposes 
to  constitute  a  Juint  Committee,  and 
though  his  proposal  may  nut  he  complete^ 
it  is  one  which  would  give  a  great  relief 
to  the  Chairmen,  and  \i  trilnuial  which  I 
think 


again 8t>  We  ought  to  >»e  at  one  upon 
this  point,  that  we  sliould  preserve  the 
legiglativG  fiicultres  of  this  House  as  far 
a«  possil>le. 

Mr.  a.  G.  MUKRAY  :  I  should  lie 
glad  if  hon.  MemKers  who  are  so  hostile 
to  this  Bill  would  do  me  the  honour  to 
read  its  clauses,  tis  it  is  impossible  to 
listen  to  the  speeches  miule  hy  hon.  Mem- 
bers without  discovering  that  they  have 
not  done  so.  If  they  look  at  the  clause 
they  will  sue  that  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land has  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  there- 
fore it  is  ridicnlous  to  say  that  the 
whole  thing  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 

I3ill  to  the 


would     \w     most    atitisfactory— it .  ^^'t»tch    Secretary,     This  is  a 
wuuld   introtluco  into  that  stage  of  the  I  pi'"«t-ipl<>  f>f  ^^^^i^h  the  House  has  agreed, 
pmeeeilings    that   control    of    Parliament    The  prniciple   is   that  it  is  a  Provisional 


prneeeiling 

which  we  desire  to  see  so  far  ;is  possible 
from  hrst  to  last.  The  prnnt  which  par- 
ticularly struck  me,  ami  drew  from  me  a 
few  words  earlier  in  the  eveiuVig,  wtis  the 
alteration  of  the  status  of  the  two  Chair- 
men. It  is  a  very  serious  step  to  take, 
and  I  think  tliey  t»nght  not  t^)  have  this 
wcuk  imposed  upon  them  if  it  can  be 
avoided. 

Mh.  CKIITS:  1  ln^lieve  if  this  pro- 
[>osal  c^udd  l>e  carrie*!  out  it  would  be  a 
distinct   improvement  in    the   Bill.     But 


I 
I 


Onier  Bill,  and  if  hon.  Meml^ers  cJn  not 
wish  to  wreck  it  they  must  fai*e  the  f*w:a  that 
this  is  a  Provisional  Order  Bill,  and  not  a 
Private  Bill  Procedure  Bill  1  do  not  think 
that  we  can  gain  anything  at  all  by  the 
election  of  these  hon,  (Tentiemen.  In  the 
ordirmry  course  that  w  oiildnot  add  much  to 
the  control  of  ijn*  House,  antl  there  would 
be  the  other  dis^w  haulage  that  you  won  hi 
not  be  ahle  to  get  hold  of  them  after  the 
rising  of  the  House.  Therefore  you  would 
not  be  alile  to  proceed  with  any  of  these 
measures.  You  can  get  the  two  Chairmen 
first  of  all,  are  we  to  undersUind  that,  at  |  together,  and  yoti  have  the  henefit  of 
any  time  of  the  year  when  an  application  ,'  getting  their  rje terminations  during  the 
iti  ma^le  to  procetd  under  the  new  Bill,  months  of  OcIoIkt,  November,  and 
the  two  Chainuen  are  then  to  lie  got ,  December  upon  these  ipiestions.  As  U> 
together  in  order  to  investigate  the  i^vhether  thev  iiave  time  to  do  the  w^ork, 
importauee  of  the  measure  under  Clause  I  t>oth  of  them  ha\'e  said  before  a  Select 
2?  I  tlo  not  think  that  is  at  all  a  f  Committee  that  they  have  the  time,  and 
practiced   proposal     I  do  not   think    the  '  therefore   the  suggestion  of  adding  two 


decision  of  the  Chainuen  in  itself  would 
be  a  sutticieiit  gmirantee  that  the  rights 
of  this  House  are  preserved,  because  it  is 
notorious  that  in  many  points  in  Private 
Bill  legialation  there  is  a  great  difierence 
of  opinion  Ijetweeu  the  Chairman  and  the 
House.  But  if  you  have  two  Members 
from  each  House  elected  from  time  to 
time,  you  would  get  a  true  represenUition 
of  the  opinions  of  this  House.  As  re- 
gards the  present  suggestion  of  only  the 
two  Chairmen,  I  certainly  think  the  effect 
of  this  Bill  would  be  to  greatly  increase 
the  departmental  powder  as  against  this 
House,  and  upon  that  point  I  am  anxious 
to  protect  the  power  of  this  House.  I 
cannot  help  coming  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  incretise  which  will  lie  matle  w  ill  be 
rciilly  »  departmental  increase  of  power 
in  the  otiice  of  the  Secretary  for'  Scotland, 
that  is  a  thing  we  ought  to  guai-d 


Members  of  this  House,  in  my  opinion,  is 
an  empty  suggestion.  Under  the  circum- 
stances, \  do  not  see  my  way  to  accept  the 
Amendment, 

Mr.  KDMUND  ROBEETSON  :  I  do 
not  think  the  Loni  Ailvocate  has 
addressed  himself  to  the  uujst  formtdahle 
argument  againnt  liim.  The  Lciider  of  the 
Oppnsition  takes  his  stand  on  the  imme- 
diate intention  of  the  tTOvennuent  to 
extend  the  scheme  and  machinery  of  this 
Bill  to  the  wh«jle  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
Even  if  the  Chairmeu  are  willing  and 
able  to  pei'forni  these  duties  with  regard 
to  Scotch  Bills,  they  must  recognise  that 
if  all  the  Private  Bills  that  come  before 
this  House  are  to  be  considei*ed  by  them 
they  woukl  not  Ihj  able  t-o  ilcjd  with  them. 
I  have  now  the  Hgiu'es  fur  the  hist  seven 
years  uix»n  this  question,  and  l>eginm*ng 
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with  1887  I  find  that  the  average  annual ' 
number  of  English  measures  is  158,  Irish 
12,  and  Scotch  27.  Is  it  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  the  Chairmen  of  both  Houses 
Avill  be  able  to  undertake  these  duties 
with  regard  to  them  all  ? 

Mr.  DALZIEL  :  This  is  a  point  upon 
which  I  should  like  to  ask  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate to  keep  an  open  mind  until  the 
Report  stage.  Not  one  hon.  Member 
who  has  spdcen  has  opposed  the  Amend- 
ment; all  have  taken  the  same  tone. 
This  proposal  is  one  which  was  introduced 
in  the  Bill  of  1892  by  the  Leader  of  the 
House,  and  in  face  of  the  fact  that  there 
is  no  evidence  of  any  need  for  change. 
I  think  the  proposal  which  is  put  forward 
is  a  good  one  which  ought  to  be 
accepted.  Everybody  has  spoken  in 
favour  of  the  Amendment,  and  I  put  it 
to  the  Lord  Advocate  that  if  he  wants 
the  Bill  to  go  through  it  can  l)e  only  be 
got  through  by  a  give-and-take  policy. 

Mr.  COCHRANE  (Ayrshire,  N.) :  The 
reason  that  I  have  not  spoken  up  to  now  is 
that  I  considered  that  if  this  Bill  passes  this 
Amendment  is  not  likely  to  give  it  the 
authority  of  law.  The  hon.  Member  says 
these  words  appeared  in  the  Bill  of  1892. 
3ut  everybody  knows  that  the  Bill  of 
1892  was  only  intended  to  deal  with  the 
procedure  on  Private  Bills,  which  it  was 
intended  to  facilitate.  If  these  Provi- 
sional Orders  are  to  be  brought  up  at  any 
time  of  the  year,  it  will  throw  the  onus 
of  con8ideral)le  labour  upon  the  Chair- 
men. Would  it  be  more  difficult  to  get 
two  Members  of  the  House  of  Lords  and 
the  House  of  Commons  to  assist  them  ? 
I  myself  do  not  see  how  we  can  expect 
the  two  Chairmen  to  do  all  this  work 
themselves. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBKLL-BANNKRMAN: 
I  should  like  to  supplement  my  statement 
by  referriiig  to  the  evidence  of  the  Chair- 
men of  Conmiittees  l)ef()re  the  Select 
Committee.  It  is  true  they  said  that 
they  could  perform  the  duties  which 
the  Bill  imposes  upon  them,  but  they 
stated  that  so  long  as  their  work  was 
limited  to  Scotch  or  Irish  Bills  it  could  be 
done  satisfactorily,  whereas  if  it  was  to  be 
extended  to  all  Bills,  including  Welsh  and 
English  Bills,  their  work  would  be  of  a 
very  difficult  character.  I  hope  that  due 
weight  will  be  given  hy  the  Government 
to  that  opinion. 

Mr.  a.  G.  MURRAY :  I  am  perfectly 
well  aware  of  the  evidence  given  before 
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the  Select  Committee,  but  sufficient  unto 
the  day  is  the  evil  thereof ;  and  when  we 
find  that  the  burden  under  this  Bill 
presses  too  heavily  upon  the  Chairmen, 
it  will  be  time  enough  to  consider  this 
question.  We  should  not  do  any  good 
by  considering  it  now. 

Mr.  SOUTTAR  :  I  wish  to  say,  with 
regard  to  the  answer  given,  by  the  Loid 
Advocate,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
get  two  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
and  of  the  House  of  Lords  to  join  this  tri- 
bunal, that  I  do  not  think  there  is  much 
in  it — I  think  it  would  be  quite  easy,  but 
there  need  not  be  any  difficulty  as  to 
that.  The  salient  point  before  the  Com- 
mittee in  my  opinion  is  this :  that  from 
the  Chairmen's  point  of  view  this  is  a 
desirable  Amendment.  I  think  that  for 
that  reason  the  Chairmen  themselves 
would  be  exceedingly  glad  that  this 
Amendment  should  be  accepted  by  the 
Government,  and  for  my  part  I  cannot 
see  the  slightest  shadow  of  reason  why 
they  should  refuse  to  accept  it. 

Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH :  I  cannot  see  why 
there  is  such  a  desperate  hurry  in  getting 
these  Provisional  Orders  through.  I  think 
it  is  of  great  importance  that  there 
should  be  more  individuals  concerned  in 
the  decision  between  the  two  Chairmen. 
You  want  to  have  more  continuity  in 
your  position,  and  that  continuity  you 
will  get  if  you  have  a  small  committee 
such  as  is  su^ested.  It  seems  to  be 
thought  that  a  Chairman  can  be  got  hold 
of  at  any  time  during  the  summer  recess 
or  autumn.  My  own  opinion  has  been 
that  he  was  free  during  the  recess  to  go 
wherever  he  pleased,  and  do  whatever  he 
pleased.  I  think  therefore  the  decision 
of  the  Chairmen  will  necessarily  have  to 
be  waited  for  during  those  months,  but  I 
do  not  see  how  any  serious  harm  can  come 
to  the  promoters. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  The  argu- 
ments used  in  favour  of  this  Amend- 
mend  seem  to  be  absolutely  un- 
answerable. I  can  remember  many 
occasions  when  a  Chairman,  even 
backed  up  by  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee, has  been  overruled  by  a  large 
majority  in  the  House  itself.  It  is  ther^ 
fore  a  strong  thing  to  urge  that  the 
House  should  be  deprived  of  the  power 
of  review  in  the  case  of  Private  Bills, 
which  may  hivolve  public  issues  of  the 
greatest  importance,  and  rely  on  the  ipse 
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dirif  of  the  Chairmen  of  Committees, 
In'sh  Members  naturally  take  a  very 
great  interest  in  this  Bill,  liecaiise  we  are 
promised  some  meas\ire  for  Ireland  to 
deal  with  the  very  s^ime  subject,  and  the 
Irish  meaKurc  may  be  dra^ni  somewhat 
upon  the  same  lines  as  this  Bill.  I  must 
confess  that,  although  I  am  very  anxious 
indeed  to  see  some  ncheme  devise*!  by 
which  the  present  inconvenience  can  be 

Xred  to  Irish  suitors  and  Scotch  suitors 
>,  as  well  as  to  tht'  witnesses,  I  view 
these  proposals  for  transferring  the  pre- 
sent juriatliction  for  dealing  with  private 
Bills  with  the  gi^eatest  possible  suspicion. 
I  confess  from  my  own  point  of  view  the 
remedy  to  apply  to  these  admitted  griev- 
ances would  be  in  a  totally  different  direc- 
tion. It  Wduld  l>e  some  really  represen- 
tative local  ImkIv  sitting  either  iu  Edin- 
burgh i»r  Dublin.  I  think  tht-  han.  Member  i 
for  Caithness  is  perfuetly  right  ii^  eudea- 
vonriug  to  cwld  to  the  Chainuen  uf  the 
two  Houses  two  independent  Memlwrs 
of  the  two  HoQses.  We  all  rememlrtjr 
occasions  again  aiui  agaiti^  when,  luider 
the  cloak  of  a  Private  Bill,  a  matter  of 
the  utmost  importance  has  been  intro- 
duced, an<l  it  appears  to  me  that  the  pro- 
tection pi'oposed  to  1h?  given  by  this 
Amendment  is  quite  reasonable  aTul  mtxle- 
rate. 

*Mk.  HEDDEKWICK  1  1  desire  to  join 
in  the  forcifile  appeal  that  has  been  made 
tu  the  Lord  AcKotate  to  reconsider  his 
attitude  with  regard  to  this  Amendment,  j 
I  think  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the 
LoiyI  AdvoGitt!  should  show  such  an  un- 
yielding disposition  in  regard  to  Amend- 
ment's which  do  nut  alfect  any  vital  part 
of  his  Bill  To  pursue  that  course  is  not 
calculated  to  facilitate  the  i^issage  of 
the  measure*  Now,  Sir,  there  are  sorae 
tonsiderations  which  ought,  1  think,  to 
weigh  with  the  right  Imn.  (ientlcman.  In 
the  first  place,  I  should  Hke  him  to  reflect 
upon  the  fact  that  the  accei)tance  of  the 
Amendment  which  is  l»eing  proposed  will 
in  no  wise  affect  the  principle  of  his 
measiu-e.  In  the  second  place  this 
iVmendmeni,  whieh  he  has  refused  to 
consider,  is  an  Amendment  which  has  been 
approved  by  the  right  hon.  Geiitleman^a 
own  leader,  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  and  coming  from  such  a  source 
I  should  have  thought  it  might  have  been 
treated  with  a  little  more  respect  thiin 
hits  been  shown  to  it  by  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate. In  the  next  place,  the  acceptance 
of   this    Amendment   would    satisfy   the 


feeling  which  has  been  very  generally 
expressed,  not  only  on  this  side  of 
the  House,  but  upon  Vwth  sides — the 
feeling  that  there  ought  to  be  left  to 
the  House  some  remmmt  of  control  over 
measures  which  the  House  has  hitherto 
fullly  and  completely  controlled.  I 
am  pciiectly  well  aware  from  the  ex- 
pressions which  have  fallen  from  the 
Lord  Advocate  that  he  attaches  no  im 
portance  whatever  to  that  feeling,  but  at 
the  same  time  he  cannot  deny  the  exist- 
once  of  the  feeling,  arid  the  fact  that  it 
has  been  very  generally  expressed ;  and 
that  being  so,  I  think  he  would  do  well  tn 
reconsider  his  |Kisitioti. 

*Mh.  STli  AUT  WOKTLEY  :  I  would 
have  preferre<l  a  solution  of  the  whole 
problem  l>y  a  short  BilJ  prcniding  that  a 
Committee  on  a  Scotch  Private  Bill  might 
sit  at  any  time  elsewhere  than  at  West- 
minster. By  the  plan  propose* I  in  the 
present  Bill  the  only  security  the  House 
has  that  Private  Bills  shall  be  propeily 
classihed  is  the  iiualities  of  the  Cbaimiau 
so  rightly  exeit:ise<i  at  present,  ami  the 
objecti<inal  feature  of  the  prt>[Misal  is  the 
new-fangled  creation  of  a  statutcuy  officer 
outsitle  the  Huuse,  and  over  whom  the  only 
control  the  House  would  have  would  Ije 
by  the  superBession  of  its  Chairman.  I 
cannot  see  that  any  real  or  furid^imental 
damage  wouhi  be  done  to  the  Bill  l»y 
associating  two  members  with  the  Chair- 
men  of  the  two  Houses.  1  do  not  think 
that  the  important  ipiestion  of  the  classi- 
hcition  of  Bills  shijuld  be  left  to  officers 
selected  in  a  circuitous  nmnner  and  given 
a  status  novel  to  Parliamentary  procedure. 

Dk.  C^LiUtK  ;  During  the  hour  aufl  & 
half  we  have  Imon  disiussing  this  Amend- 
ment only  one  Meml>er  has  supported  the 
Lortl  Advociite,  /./♦.  my  hcni.  friend  the 
ilendKjr  for  North  Ayrshire  (Mr.  Coch- 
rane), We  liave  been  told  that  under 
the  Bill  of  1H92  there  was  a  different 
scheme,  but  the  ditlerence  makes  ray 
Amendment  all  the  more  neccss«iry.  The 
fifth  section  of  the  8th  clause  takes  away 
the  right  of  appeal  to  the  House  cm  the 
question  of  classification,  for  the  Chair- 
men, with  the  siiuction  of  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland,  may  refuse  such  an  appeal. 
My  hon.  friend  the  Meml>er  for  North  Ayr- 
shire opposes  the  Amendment  because  he 
thinks  it  will  **  dish  *'  Home  Kule  for  Scot- 
land. Our  idea,  however,  is  that  it 
will  help  Home  Ride  for  Scothuid.  Un- 
less  we  can   get  some  stronger  arguments 
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against  the  proposal,  I  shall  be  compelled 
to  go  to  a  Division  and  take  the  feeling 
of  the  House. 

Col.  DENNY  (Kilmarnock  Burghs) :  I 
am  opposed  to  any  such  power  being 
given  to  the  Chairmen  as  is  proposed  by 
this  Bill,  and  I  feel  compelled  to  support 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Caithness. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  :  I  am  sorry  the  learned 
Lord  Advocate  has  shown  so  little  dis- 
position to  meet  the  views  of  the  critics 
of  this  Bill,  as  well  as  those  of  its  sup- 
porters, because  if  he  expects  to  carry 
this  Bill  in  a  reasonable  time  he  will  have 
to  show  a  little  more  consideration  for  the 
arguments  l)rought  forward  in  favour  of 
Amendments  than  he  has  to-night.  We 
have  had  five  speakers  from  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House,  some  of  them  Scotch 
Members,  in  favour  of  this  Amendment, 
and  we  have  only  had  the  speech  of  one 
private  Member  in  support  of  the  Lord 
Advocate.  I  do  not  wish  to  under-rate 
the  importance  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Ayrshire,  but  he  will  excuse  me  if 
I  say  that  he  is  in  an  official  atmosphere. 
He  is  so  close  to  the  Treasury  Bench 
that  I  cannot  conceive  the  possibility  of 
the  hon.  Meml^er  taking  any  view  hostile 
to  that  of  a  Meml)er  who  sits  upon  that 
l)ench.  I  see  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Leader  of  the  House  has  returned  to 
his  place,  and  I  think  it  would  be  an  ad- 
advantage  to  know  what  are  the  reasons 
which  have  induced  him  to  depart  from 
his  own  proposal.  I  rather  fancy,  as  the 
right  hon.  (Tentleman  has  remained  silent, 
that  we  have  converted  him,  and  I  shall 
listen  with  interest  to  hear  him  defend 
his  later  position,  because,  after  all,  he  is 
somewhat  of  a  democrat,  and  he  would 
l>e  the  last  to  argue,  when  there  is  practi- 
cally a  unanimous  opinion  in  favour  of  an 
Amendment  which  raises  a  point  to  which 
we  attach  great  importance,  that  that 
point  should  not  have  the  fullest  con- 
sideration. I  beg,  therefore,  to  appeal 
once  again  to  the  Lord  Advocate.  I 
think  in  the  interests  of  the  Bill  he  had 
better  iidopt  the  suggestion  which  I  made 
some  time  ago,  which  was  that  he  should 
leave  the  matter  open  and  bring  it  forward 
again  on  Report,  and  see  if  he  cannot  do 
something  to  meet  the  unanimous  ex- 
pression of  opinion  to  which  the  Com- 
mittee has  listened.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  shown  no  disposition  to 
concede  anything,  and  I  am  rather  afraid 

Dr.  Heddenokk. 


that  it  will  interfere  with  the  speedy 
progress  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  a.  G.  MURRAY :   My  difficulty 

has  been,  first  of  all,  with  regard  to  the 
matter  of  time,  because  of  the  Chairmen 
being  here  in  London  in  November  and 
December,  and  they  are  in  a  very  favour- 
able position  to  give  a  decision  upon  the 
points  put  before  them.  This  position 
would  not  be  shared  by  private  ^lembers. 
My  hon.  and  learned  friend  has  asked 
why  have  we  changed  from  the  Bill  of 
1892  ?  He  forgets  tnat  this  position  with 
regard  to  the  Chairmen  is  the  position 
entirely  approved  by  the  Select  Committee 
of  last  year.  My  principal  difficulty  is 
that  a  great  many  of  the  speeches  have 
not  really  dealt  with  the  question  of 
whether  private  Members  should  be  added 
so  much  as  with  the  somewhat  larger 
question  of  whether  there  is  sufficient  con- 
trol by  this  House  over  the  legislation 
here  proposed.  A  great  many  Members 
have  spoken  as  if,  once  the  Chairmen  have 
come  to  a  determination  that  a  particular 
subject  should  l)e  dealt  with  as  a  Pro- 
visional Order,  the  matter  disappeared 
from  the  control  of  this  House  altogether, 
and  never  came  back  to  it.  They  always 
ignore  the  fact  that  it  must  come  back. 
("  No.")  Yes,  if  there  is  opposition  it 
must  come  back,  providing  the  opposition 
is  not  merely  frivolous.  I  will  consider 
whether  there  should  not  be  some  method 
of  giving  this  House  a  still  further  control 
in  all  these  matters,  and  also  whether 
there  may  be  any  practical)le  way  of 
adding  some  other  Members  besides  the 
Chairmen  for  the  consideration  of  this 
particular  fact,  treating  it  as  a  branch  of 
what  is  really  the  larger  question  of  the 
control  of  this  House.  I  hope  hon.  Mem- 
bers will  also  consider  that  really  time  is 
the  essence  of  the  question. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  shown  a 
disposition  to  meet  what  was  the  general 
feeling  of  the  Committee  ;  Init  the  promise 
he  has  made  has  not  been  quite  so  explicit 
as  we  desire.  There  has  been  a  very 
strong  case  indeed  made  out.  Not  only 
have  we  had  a  number  of  Meml>ers  on 
this  side  of  the  House  desiring  to  have 
some  Members  of  Parliament  added  to 
this  Committee,  but  we  have  had  the 
Member  for  the  Kilmarnock  Burghs  inti- 
mate that  it  was  deliberately  accepted  as 
a  solemn  necessity  by  all  the  Scotch 
Unionist  Members  of  Parliament,  and  that 
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there  was  an  olvjectinn  entertained  to  the  I  now  has  in  charge,  I  am  sorry  I  have  not 
proposal  til  confer  these  powers  uri  the  I  l^eeri  able  to  listen  to  the  whole  discusaitjii 
two  Chairmen.  In  these  cirenmstances  I  |  upon  this  present  pmposal  -it  is  through 
thirjk  the  right  horj.  (Ti'ntlenian  miglit  go  !  no  fault  of  mine-   hut  I  gather  that  all 

this  anxiety,  whieh    has  heen    expressed 
in   diifereiit    [MtIh   of   the   House,  really 


a  little  further.  Why  should  he  not 
accept  the  Amendment  of  my  ho!i.  friend, 
subject  to  the  opportunity  of  correcting 
or  altering  it  on  the  Report  stage  ?  That 
would  he  a  more  definite  step  to  t^ke, 
AJl  that  has  Keen  said  htis  beeti  not  with 
any  desire  to  wreck  the  Bill,  as  has  heen 
suggested,  hut  with  no  deaire  except  to 
make  it  as  efleeti^e  a»  po.ssihle  for  the 
purpose  foi-  whieh  it  is  intended.  We  a!l 
know  the  immense  difliculty  in  providing 
machinery  for  dealing  with  privatti  legis- 
lation. The  proof  tyf  that  is  the  nunuier 
of  Bills  which  have  iH^en  introduced  a^ain 
and  agaiu  to  this  House  and  proved  in- 
ii* {'equate.  This  Bill  is  full  of  flifticulties, 
and  wo  wish  to  help  the  Lortl  Advocate, 


arises  from  a  fear — a  natural  fear,  anrl,  np 
to  a  certain  point,  a  legitimate  fear  in  my 
opinion — lest  under  the  guise  of  reforming 
utir  Private  Bill  legislation  we  should 
pennit  the  House  to  Ik?  deprived  of  real 
contr«jl  not  only  over  the  details  of  this 
scheme  or  that  scheme,  hut  over  the 
general  principles  of  legislatiou  whieh 
ought  to  govern  not  merely  prilihe  Bills, 
but  private  Bills  also.  Tliis  is  only 
one  of  a  set  of  Amendments  proposed  b}' 
different  gentlemen  in  dittbrent  ijuartera 
of  the  House,  all  haviiig  the  same  object, 
namely,  that  of  keeping  the  coritrol  whieh 
this  House  has  over  the  pri\ate  legisla- 


if  he  will  allow  ns,  out  of  those  diflicnlties,  |  tion  of  Scotland,  or  any  other  pajt  of  the 
and  it  is  in  that  spirit  I  urge  upon  him  to    United  Kingdom,  ivhtcli  may  tome  under 


accept  the  Amendment. 


Mk.  a.  .1.  BALFOL^C:  No  doubt  it  is 
perfectly  true  that  this  HriTise  has  been 
year  after  year  occupied  with  tnie  varia- 
tion after  amjthcr  of  this  one  theme. 
No  less  than  four  Bills  have  lieen  brought  i         , ,-         i 

forwartl   bv  different    gentlemen     one  of  '  t™^*^^  ^"'*^  ^M^'-^^eivt  that  gr^^^^ 
them     br 'iTivself       attempting  to   <leal    ^'^^^^^  "^''^^^  '^'  ''"^^^^  inquiries  have  necea^ 


the  scope  of  this  Bill  or  any  future  Bill 
framed  on  like  principles.  1  sympathise  with 
that  flesire,  and  unless  w(ndlnwnnr  desire  Ut 
see  tliat  object  earned  into  effect  smother 
anrl  destroy  what  •  Might  to  be  the  go^ern- 
ing  prineiph^s  ul  legislation  of  this  land, 
namely,  la  red t ice  the  cost,  to  reduce  the 


attempting 
with  this  problem.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  iissnmes  for  that  re^vson  that 
all  these  Bills  have  been  of  equal  value. 
I  am  not  quite  sure  that  I  agree  with 
that.  The  truth  is  that  this  is  a  change 
in  our  procedure  ^v^hich  may  be  otinied 
out  in  many  different  ways  ;  and  pro* 
hably  any  one  of  those  four  ways  which, 
after  careful  consideration,  have  been 
proposed  is,  if  not  (^tiite  as  good,  not 
very  much  worse  than  any  other.  But 
all  ways  are,  no  doubt,  open  to  objeetion  ; 
and  I  have  noticed  in  dealing  with  these 
proposals  that  there  is  always  some 
gentleman  U)  be  fnuufl  on  one  side  of 
the  House  or  the  other,  and  uaually  a 
gentleman  from  each  side  of  the  House, 
who  hiis  an  alternative  to  suggest.  The 
result  is  wc  lose  ourselves  in  tliis  per- 
petual kdancing  of  alternatives,  which, 
after  all,  do  not  ditfer  much  from  one 
another,  discussing  then  in  immense  detjiil, 
at  a  great  cost  of  time,  until  the  Bill  is 
likely  to  l>e  smothered.  I  trust  the 
Committee  will  endejivour  to  avoid  that 
danger  which  has  proved  so  serious,  and 
even  fatal,  to  proposiils  whieh  have  pre- 
ceded  that    whieh  my  right  hon,  friend 


si  tilted,  I  see  no  objection  to  any  reason- 
able pmviaion  being  put  into  the  Bill  liy 
which  that  olijeet  may  l>o  attained.  But 
the  Amendment  before  the  House  is  not 
the  best  way  for  carrying  it  out.  My 
right  hon.  friend  has  explained  that  if  you 
insist  that  two  unpaid  unofficial  ^1  embers 
should  be  here  through  October,  Novem* 
ber,  and  December 

Sk\T!:ral  Hon.  Members  ■  No  ! 

Mr.  CRIPPS  :  Bills  must  l>o  deposited 
by  December  21st. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUH:  We  will  not 
quarrel  over  the  months  ;  it  does  not  affect 
my  argument  whethei'  it  was  No\  emlHjr 
or  l)eccuil)er ;  it  is  at  any  rate  some 
months  which  are  not  in  the  session. 


I 


An  Hon. 

enongh. 


MkmrkR  :  Two  days  will  be 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUH:    It    may    be, 

but  it  will  he  a  tax  tipoii  cither  the  Chair- 
man of  this  House  or  the  Chairman  of  the 
other  House,  or  upon  any  Meml>er  who  may 
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;  COMMONS! 
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SWBBSS  tliiiueR^a) :  May  Mr.  CALDWELL  :  The  use  of  pu]»lie 
•|Mler  Sprrrun'  ti»r  the  Iwths  for  the  purpose  of  entertainnu'nts  is 
*^J|^  lu  imt  tii»wn  ihia  Bill  a  very  important  (question  ;  we  have 
"^""^  rtiMleuaiiJi:  the  vmious  purposely  put  a  elauso  in  the  Act  restri(  t- 
^^aftiOtfl""*:  Fji^aml  anil ;  ing  such  use,  and  until  the  matter  can  l>e 
—  *^  ill  -«nne  nf  its  j  discussctl  in  the  House  in  a  proper  way 
: i*» !  this  Bill  ought  not  to  ])r(iceed. 


'^  uim  "^»nie  siiuplt' 
.{^yu^iu  w'hicii  are 
-  ^wmpt  is  uwaIc  ti» 

jj^  Atreii.  1  shouM,  in 
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Mr.  JOHN  BUKXS:  I  do  appeal  to 
the  hon.  Mem]>erto  withdraw  his  op}>osi 
tion  to  this  Bill.  It  seems  to  me  to  ])e 
ridiculous  that  we  should  have,  in  many 
cases,  a  magnificent  building  absolutely 
empty  for  the  foui'  or  five  winter  months, 
when  with  a  piano  therein  we  could  gt»t 
thi*  boys  and  girls  out  of  thc^  streets  and 
gi'.  3  them  a  course  of  physical  drill  with 
simple  accompaninn^nts,  which  (night 
chann  the  hon.  (gentleman  thc^  member 
for  a  Lanarkshire  constituency.  I  appeal 
to  the  hon.  Memher  to  add  to  his  many 
legislative  attainments  by  getting  the 
ereilit  of  allowing  this  sini])le  Bill  to 
pass  through. 


Mr.  CALDWKLL  :  I  object. 

Second  Kciuling  deferred  till  Thui-sday. 


Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  aft»?r 
Twelve  o'cliick. 
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simply  to  - 
Members  \ 
this  Hous. 
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— nut  i'btjsfii  hy  tbr  Parly  Whips,  ]>ut 
iippointecl  \>y  the  Coniraittee  of  Seleetirjri 
or  some  othii'  iiiiparti,il  bmly — should  be 
put  uiJ^^n  the  trilainal  as  assc^ssors  or 
assistants  to  the  two  Cliairmen.  I  tlo 
not  think  the  light  hon,  (leutlemaM  hiiH 
met  our  propj.mls,  aoil  we  are  not  content 
to  leave  the  omtter  as  it  now  atanrla.  On 
the  oilier  hand,  after  the  disposition 
wliieh  tile  Government  has  shown  to  meet 
ujs,  I  should  regiet  very  mueli  having  to 
go  to  a  Division,  and  I  woiihl  therefore 
suggest  that  v\^e  should  now  report  Pro 
gress,  and  when  we  meet  again  next  week 
at  the  same  pninl  in  the  Bill,  the  (govern- 
ment will  have  luul  time  to  consider  the 
ipiestinn  and  to  see  whether  oui'  desire 
c^tu  he  earried  into  eficet. 

Mr,  A.  J,  BALFDUli :  I  do  not  think 
any  g* Mid  wouUlbo  gained  by  resisting  the 
suggestion  of  the  right  hou,  Gentleman, 
though  I  regi'et  giving  up  even  ten 
minutes  of  pn1>l»e  time.  I  ho|>e  the 
House  will  I?  o  user  it,  when  we  lesunie  the 
ib'si'ussinn  of  this  elause,  to  remember  that 
what  we  hjive  to  deal  with  is  the  ipicstiori 
of  rarliamentaiy  eontrol.  Wlnitever  we 
decide,  we  whall  do  otu*  best  to  meet  the 
geneml  views  of  the  House, 

iXbitioii  nmde^  and  (Question, 

**  'rimt  tlie  Chainiian  do  report  l^rogrej^s  ;  and 
fiMk  leave  to  >*it  again/' 

put,  and  iigreed  to. 

Connnittee  re|j<ut  Progress  ;  to  sit  again 
upon  Thursilay, 

TROITT  riSHlNt;  ANNl'ALrLnsETlME 
iSnJTLAND)   KILL.     \U*nU.] 

Second  Keadino. 

Or^ler  for  8et!ond  Rejulirig  read. 

Motion      made,     and      (^>uesti<»n     pro- 
posed 
**  That  (Ih-  IJill  111'  iHJW  ipiul  a  ^t^t'oiiil  time/* 

Mi:.  UALZIKL-  This  Bill  has  giyon 
rise  ti>  a  very  great  deal  of  fonsidenitiim, 
If  the  right  h*»Ji,  (Gentleman  intends  ni:»w 
to  proeewl  with  tlie  Second  lfe;viing,  1 
think  it  is  nnieh  too  important  a  measure 
to  be  brought  forwanl  at  a  time  when  the 
House  canm^t  pissibly  devote  the  atten- 
tion to  it  which  its  imp*trtauce  deuiartds. 
The  Bill  is  liittei*ly  i»ppo^c4l  in  certain 
part-s  of  Scotlaiuh  although  it  may  possess 
aonie  goo<l  <jt>*»'JitieH,  and  there  is  a  ease  of 
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souse  kind  for  the  Bilk  The  result  of  the 
impuiy  into  this  matter  was  of  a  very 
chaniirteri  aral  there  was  a 
there  should 
any    further 


inconclusive 

geueral  understarHli ng  that 
be  further  impu'ry  before 
legislatirju  shotdd  be  |iaasetk  Does  the 
right  hon.  Gentlennui  intend  to  meet  the 
generally  expressed  wisli  of  those  who  are 
interested  in  tlie  matter  that  there  should 
be  some  further  tnhunal  for  the  purpose 
of  tanking  evidencti  1  The  right  hoiL 
Gentleman  is  a  fair  man,  and  I  am  sure 
he  does  not  wish  to  carry  a  meastire  which 
has  given  rise  to  so  much  opposition  in 
fliHerent  parts  of  Scotland.  We  know 
tlie  advant4Lge  of  taking  care  of  the  small 
trout,  and  in  simie  pai  ts  of  Scotland  the 
present  slate  of  things  is  almost  a  crying 
scandal  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  provi- 
si*>ns  of  the  Bill  are  such  as  to  give  rise  to 
the  re^isouable  suspicion  that  it  is  some- 
what  of  a  elasB  measure.  In  this  Bill 
there  is  to  be  no  close  time  so  hir  as 
pnvate  pT'opnot<:)i'8  are  concerned.  My 
point  is  that  if  there  is  to  he  a  close 
time  at  all  it  ought  nt»t  to  apply  simply 
to  places  where  our  workiueu  get  the 
pleasure  of  trout  fishi?ig,  but  it  ought 
also  to  apply  to  lochs  wliich  are  pi-i- 
vately  owneil  hy  Highlantl  larulkntls  and 
r^tliers  throughout  Scotland.  1  have 
spoken  in  orilcr  to  give  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  an  opportunity  of  framing  his 
answers  U*  the  tpiestions  which  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  put  to  him  in  the  interests 
of  those  who  arc  eoneerned  in  the  Bill  - — 


It    being 
;idjourned. 


mTihiiiflit,    the  Debate  st«j<xl 


Deliate  to  lie  resumed  upon  Tlmrsday. 


Orrit 


LUNACY  HILLlLoidnJ. 
'  for  SeiNind  Kearling  read. 


TiiK  SEC^b'KTAHY  n.  the  LOCAL 
GOVKlLNMEiNT  BUAHD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
RussKLL,  Tyi-oiie,  S.) :  Thursday. 

Mr.  GIIANNING:  1  shotdd  like  to 
ask  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  consider  this,  because  we 
ought  to  have  some  nrrtiee*  There  are 
some  very  iuiportant  changes  suggesteih 

Mi£.  T.  AV.  Kl'SSLLL  :  That  question 
\iiu\  Wtter  he  directed  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Deiwirtment. 

12  M 
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of  the  Home, 
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Mi:.  JOHN  BURNS  (Battersea) :  May 
I  appeal  to  the  Under  Secretary  for  the 
Home  Department  to  put  down  this  Bill 
at  such  a  date  as  would  enable  the  various 
local  authorities  throughout  England  and 
Wales  who  are  interested  in  some  of  its 
provisions  to  suggest  to  him  some  simple 
but  necessary  Amendments  which  are 
contemplated.  If  any  attempt  is  made  to 
get  it  through  to-night  or  to-morrow 
night,  or  any  night  this  week,  I  should,  in 
the  interests  of  one  district  very  much 
concerned  in  it,  oppose  it ;  ])ut,  I  believe, 
if  he  will  consult  the  local  authorities  he 
may  get  the  Bill  through  this  session. 

Second  Keading  deferred  till  Thurs- 
day. 

BATHS    AND    WASHHOUSES    ACTS 
(AMENDMENT)  BILL. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  BIGWOOD  (Middlesex,  Brentford): 
This  Bill  merely  provicjes  that  baths  may 
be  used  for  dancing  and  so  on.  In  many 
districts  the  authorities  have  spent  large 
sums  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
up  baths  and  washhouses  under  what  is 
called  the  Adoptive  Act,  and  they  are 
very  anxious  indeed  to  make  some  use  of 
them  in  the  winter  months.  London 
already  possesses  that  power,  and  I  believe 
there  is  no  objection  to  other  authorities 
having  the  same. 


Mr.  CALDWELL :  The  use  of  public 

baths  for  the  purpose  of  entertainments  is 
a  very  important  question ;  we  have 
purposely  put  a  clause  in  the  Act  restrict- 
ing such  use,  and  until  the  matter  can  be 
discussed  in  the  House  in  a  proper  way 
this  Bill  ought  not  to  proceed. 

Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  I  do  appeal  to 
the  hon.  Member  to  withdraw  his  opposi- 
tion to  this  Bill.  It  seems  to  me  to  be 
ridiculous  that  we  should  have,  in  many 
cases,  a  magnificent  building  absolutely 
empty  for  the  four  or  five  winter  months, 
when  with  a  piano  therein  we  could  get 
the  boys  and  girls  out  of  the  streets  and 
gi^  3  them  a  course  of  physical  drill  with 
simple  accompaniments,  which  ought 
charm  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  member 
for  a  Lanarkshire  constituency.  I  appeal 
to  the  hon.  Member  to  add  to  his  many 
legislative  attainments  by  getting  the 
credit  of  allowing  this  simple  Bill  to 
pass  through. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  :  I  object. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Thursday. 


Adjourned  at  ten  minutes  after 
Twelve  o'clock. 


Prrmte  BiU  B^mness,  (13  Jxjke 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tiiesdaij  lS(h  Jiuu  1899, 


NEW  PEER. 

The   Dyke   of   Beuiifort    sat     first   in 
Parliament  after  the  di?ath  of  his  father. 


PRIFATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


1 


■? 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acr|uainte<l  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Talile  the  Certificate 
from  the  Exam  inert?  that  the  further 
Standing  Orders  applieahle  to  the  follow- 
itig  Bill  have  l>een  complied  with  : 

WOKING  WATER  AND  GAS. 

And  also  the  Certificate  that  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  applicable  to  the  following 
Bill  have  been  complied  with : 

ELECTRIC  LH.IHTING  PROVISIONAL 
<*R[)ERS  (No.  2). 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

EDINBURGH   CORPORATION  BILL. 

A  wntness  rjrdereil  to  attend  the  Select 
Committee, 

SOPTHPORT  TRAMWAYS  BILL.  [Lorflf*.] 
Report  froni  the  Select  Committee, 
That  the  promoters  do  not  intend  to  pro- 
ceed further  with  the  Bill  :  Ordered  that 
the  Bill  be  not  further  proceeded  with. 

RHONDDA  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

BILL 

WORKINGTON  CORPORATION  WATER 

BILL.  [LortR] 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  Amendments. 

BROOKE'S    PARK    (LONDONDERRY) 
BILL.  [Lord-^.l 

CARDIFF  RAILWAY  BILL. 
Reporte<l  with  Amendments, 

KENSINGTON  AND  NoTTING  HILL 
ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  BILL. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
the  House  that  the  opposition  to  the  Bill 
was  withdrawn  :  The  orders  made  on  the 
2nd  instant  and  yesterday  discharged  ; 
apd  Bjtl  conmiitted  foj'  Friday  next. 
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WATERMEN'S  AND  LU;HTERMEN'S 
ACTS  AMENDMENT  RILL  [Lordi?,] 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee 
That  it  is  nut  expedient  to  procee<l 
further  with  the  Bill  :  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


SOUTH  -  EASTERN  AND  LONDON, 
CHATHAM.  AND  DOVER  RAIL- 
WAV  C^JMPANIES  (NEW  LINES) 
BILL, 

Read  2%  and  committed :  the  Com- 
mittee to  \m  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 

BUENOS  AVRES   AND    PACIFIC   RAIL^ 
WAV  COMPANY  BILL.  [Lonls^.) 

YORKE  ESTATE  BILL,  [Lord.H.l 
Read  3%  and   jxissed,  and  sent   to  the 
Commons. 

CITY   AND  BRIXTON   RAILWAY    BILL 

LONDON  IMPROVEMENTS  BILL, 

SHEFFIELD    CORPORATION   MARKETS 

BILL. 

STOCKPORT  CORPURATIUN  RILL.; 
Brought  from  the  Commons,  read  1*, 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

BIRKENHEAD  CORPORATION  BILL. 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with  Amendments. 

DUMBARTON  BURGH  BILL.     iLords.] 
Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 
with    Amendments :    The    said   AmeiKl- 
ments  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

METROPOLITAN      Cl>MMON     SCHEME 

(HARROW  WEALD)  PROVISIONAL 

ORDER    BILL. 

Read  3*  {according  to  order),  and 
passed. 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  10)  RILL.     [LonlBj 

Reiul  3"  (according  to  order),  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

GAS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  (No.  I) 
BILL.    [Lurdsj 

WATER   ORDERS    CONFIRMATION 
RILL.    [Lorils,] 

I      House    in    Committee    (according    to 
1  order) :    Amendments    made :    Standing' 
j  Committee   negatived :    The    Report   of 
2  N 
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Amendments  to  be  received  on  Thursday 
next. 


Returns,  Reports,  &c. 
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ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  14)  BILL.     [Lords.] 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3"  Thursday  next; 

GAS     AND     WATER     ORDERS      CON 
FIRMATION     BILL.     [Lords.] 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Amendments  made  :  Standing 
Committee  negatived ;  The  Report  of 
Amendments  to  be  received  on  Thursday 
next. 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS    (No.    12)    BILL.     [Lords.] 

ELECTRIC      LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS    (No.     13)    BILL.'    [Lords.] 


LONDON,     BRIGHTON,     AND     SOUTH 
COAST    RAILWAY   (PENSIONS)   BILL. 


LISBURN 


TOWN       COMMISSIONERS 
BILL, 


LISBURN  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCILS 
BILL. 

Read  3*,  with  the   Amendments,    and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


ELECTRIC 
ORDERS 


LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
(No.     15)     BILL.     [Lords.] 

Committed  to  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Thursday  next. 


TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  , 
(No.     2)     BILL.     [Lords.]  j 

Committed  :  The  Committee  to  be  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS    (No.     2)    BILL.  i 

To  be  read  2-^  on  Thursday  next :  {Th^  \ 
Earl  of  Dudley). 

I 
ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS    (No.     7)     BILL    (No.     114).       | 

I 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
PROVISIONAL       ORDER      (BORROW-  | 
STOUNNESS)    BILL    (No.     115). 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  (No.  1)  BILL 
(No.     116). 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  REPUBLIC. 
Papers   relating   to   the  complaints  of 
British   subjects   in   the    South    African 
Republic. 

EXPLOSIVES. 

I.  (Explosion  of  Carbo-gelatine  at  Fac- 
tory near  Faversham.)  Report  to  the 
right  hon.  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  by  Colonel  A.  Ford, 
C.B.,  Her  Majesty's  Chief  Inspector  of 
Explosives,  on  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing an  explosion  of  carbo-gelatine  in 
course  of  manufacture,  which  occurred  at 
the  factory  of  the  Cotton  Powder  Com- 
pany, at  Uplees  Marshes,  near  Faversham, 
on  the  5th  of  May,  1899. 

II.  (Explosion  of  Percussion  Caps  at 
Factory  at  Streetly,  near  Birmingham.) 
Report  to  the  right  hon.  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  by 
Major  A.  Cooper-Key,  K.A.,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Inspector  of  Explosives,  on  the 
circumstances  attending  an  explosion  of 
percussion  caps  in  course  of  manufacture 
at  the  factory  of  the  Birmingham  Metal 
and  Munitions  Company,  Limited,  at 
Streetly,  near  Birmingham,  on  the  11th 
of  April,  1899. 

EXPLOSIVES  ACT,  1875. 


LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL  |      Twentv-third  Annual    Report   of   Her 
ORDER     (HOUSING      OF      WORKING     -  -  -  -  ^     ,  ^. 

CLASSES)    RILL    (No.    117). 


Majesty's  Inspector  of  Explosives. 


LOCAL    C;OVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDER    (No.     5)    BILL    (No.     118). 


Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS     (POOR     LAW)      BILL     (No. 
119). 
Brought   from     the    Commons,     read 

1*,    to  be  printed,    and  referred    to  the 

Examiners. 


!  CERTIFIED      INEBRIATE      REFORMA- 
I         TORIES     (RULES     FOR     MANAGE- 
MENT.) 

Kules  made  \nth  the  approval  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment for  the  domestic  management   of 
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the  ctM'tifiotl  inelinate  refonnatory  ut  Hor-    of  registering;  titles  which  h  to  give  thi« 
field  iij  the  foiinty  nf  Uloucester.  owner  of  th«  hind  a  clear  title,  and  :o 

■  I  faciilitatc  a  transfer.     1  inquired  at  onte 

■  Laid  before  tho   House  (ptirmiant  to  |  ^^^^  ^^  ^j,^^^  ^j,,:^  ^^^^^j^j,  ^^,,^,1^1  ),^.^jj|^^^^,j  ,,^^^ 

■  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tho  Tabic,         i  and  was  informed  that  it  woiiM  never  be 

■  *Ttti;' 


I 

f 
I 


I 


ESTATE  ril'TY. 
*TiiE  CHAIKMAN  of  COMMITTEES 

(TiJK  Eakl  of  Morley),  wh»  hiid  upon 
the  Paper  the  following  notice  : 

*'  To  c'fl.11  attention  to  the  fm-t  that,  on  the 
MicceHwioii  til  an  entatti  regi>»tere<l  in  the  Land 
Regis tr\',  the  title  uf  the  i^iitee**«ar.  thouj^h  he 
hiks  j>ai<l  ibll  the  estate  dntie^*  dnv  irain  Iniii,  i^ 
for  all  time  enilorsed  with  a  not  ire  that  tlie 
estate  in  t* till  f*ahjert  U}  an  indefinite  Uahility 
for  a^tate  iltity  ;  anil  t<»  tlie  etl'eet  ^vliich  isiucli 
Itfi  endorsMtinient  Uii.^  on  registertnl  titles  ; " 

laid :  My  Lords,  I  think  I  should  explain 
that  when  I  placed  this  not  ice  upon  the 
Paper  of  your  Lord^hip^'  House  !  did  so 

under  a  iniHiipprehenH-iotL     Latterlv  new  -  i       «.         i  -         ■  « 

nileshavG  been  intr.Hluced  by  niv  noble  '"*^"^  ^*^^*^  ^^*^^  ^^^  aggregation  and 
and  learned  friend  on  the  Wwlsaek  with  {  e*^ngequently  the  rate  of  duty  which 
regaixl  to  the  registration  of  land,  which  '  ^^'*f  1*^  '*^  If  ^'^  '^P^  ^^^  ^^f  *\^^'  ^"^  ^  '""^ 
reallv  retnler  mv  notice  to  a  very  large  ex-  |  »»*^7*tik*'1  ^Ji^^t  no    ap.e  r.f  time  whatever 


taken  oji*  I  then  made  further  inrj nines 
as  to  the  reason  why  it  wa8  placed  on  a 
registerecl  title,  and  the  explanation  1  vv- 
eeived  was  this,  that  the  Snccesaion  Duty 
Act  of  1883  and  the  Finance  Act  of  IMH 
are  so  framed  that  they  leave  land  charged 
in  eert^iin  cases  for  estate  »lnty  over  an  nn* 
bruited  periofl,  and  that  that  Iiabiiity  may 
very  often  arise,  not  from  the  will  which 
creates  the  succession,  hut  from  extraneous 
circumstances  which  could  never  haveen- 
tererl  into  the  heml  either  of  the  tesUitor  or 
the  succe^sor^  amongst  other  things  the  fall- 
ing in  of  long  leases  or  any  increment  to  the 
deceased  {)erson'a  estate  which  may  have 
come  from  sources  which  could  not  have 
l>een  imagined  at  the  time  Avhen  the  suc- 
cession was  creatcfh  Of  coui*se,  this  ba- 
bility  is  increased  by  the  fact  that  under 
the  Finance  Act  of  13^94  anv  such  incre- 


tent  unnecessary  ;  lait  as  it  has  Vicen  on  the 
Paper  for  several  i]i\y^  I  think  it  is  desir- 
able thtit  I  shouhl  say  a  few  won  Is  in  ex- 
planation of  the  reason  why  I  gave  notice 
to  call  attention  to  this  matter.  It  was 
quite  by  accident  that  1  becatrn>  aware  of 
the  mwle  in  which  indefinite  Hability  for 
estate  duty  is,  or  hiis  been  np  to  quit^ 
recently,  endorsed  on  registered  titles.  I 
found  myself   in  the  somewhat  utuisnal 

Gition  of  succeeding  to  a  property  which 
I  been  registered  in  the  Land  Registry, 
and  when  I  had  pnxluced  to  the  l\egis- 
trar  the  receipts  from  Somei-set  House 
showing  that  all  the  duties  on  the  laud 


could  free  the  huMer  of  the  title  froraihie 
liability.  The  actual  liability  does  not 
merely  affect  registered  land,  l>ut  it  also 
affects  unregistered  land.  Though  this  is 
a  much  wi<ler  ipiestion  than  the  one  to 
w^hich  1  am  calling  the  attention  of  your 
Lonlships,  which  is  confined  entirely  to 
registered  titles,  I  ventured  to  suggciit 
whether,  from  the  point  of  \  iew  of  pulilic 
policy,  thei-e  ought  not  to  lur  nome  period 
at  which  an  estate  which  hiv^  paid  all  as- 
certainable duties  should  )»e  free  from  any 
further  liability.  I  doubt  very  much 
whether  the  gain  to  the  Excheqner  rs  in 
any  w^ay  eommenisurate  with  the  vexation 


which  Vere   then  ascertainable  harl  1>pou    which  a  continumgbabibty  causes, and  the 
paid,  I  ii,ssumed  that  mv  title  would  be  a    "Jtetfeerice  with  the  ree  and  t^^^ytrm 
cle^r  one,  and  that  I  wotild   have  all   ihe\^    l^^';\    '''^''^l'    '"*'^ /!    ''^^''*^i>:    !"'*'*^ 
a^lvantages  which  are  supposed   to  it^sult    iT'^^^'^^^YP^'"*'^^'^;     ^  though   —  "  - 
from  a  registerofi  title.     I  was  somewhat  '  I  have  s^ud,  a  much  wider  qui. 
surprised  to  find    that,    although    I  was 


registered  with  absolute  title,  ami  although 
I  hml  paid  all  the  fluties  then  aj^»ertain- 
able,  the  following  entry  was  inserted  at 
the  end  of  my  title  : 

"  Tlie  land  Ik  Ruhji^rt  to  such  linhility  its 
ma}*  atlect  the  >«atne  in  rt^(i^*t  of  tha  (9»tfitii 
duty  on  tho  <lec<?4Lse  of  the  owner*** 

This*  it  seems  to  me»  is  a  very  iiDportant 
mattar^  liecause  it  defeats  the  main  object 


I  this  18,  aa 
_  Ration,  still  I 
venture  to  call  the  attention  of  tlie  nobh- 
and  learned  Lonl  on  the  Wuols^tck  to  it. 
I  think  it  is  aijuestion  which  uridonbtedlv 
deserves  consitleratiorj,  from  a  public  point 
of  view,  for  the  policy  of  Parliament  now 
is  t^)  render  land  tnwisfer  iw  ea«y  aiul  a» 
cheap  as  possible.  F<»r  my  own  pait,  I 
attach  very  grc*at  importance  to  facihtatiTig 
transferi  for  I  l^elieve  by  this  means  we 
shall  acwmplish  what  Beeuis  to  me,  and 
what,  1  think,  Parliament  has  aclmitted 
2  N  2 
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would  he,  a  very  useful  object — we  should  tainable  duties  had  been  paid.  That,  at 
by  this  means  make  a  larger  distribution  least,  would l)e  fair  to  owners  of  registered 
of  land  possible.  This  is  prevented  at  i  land,  and  would  place  them  in  the  same 
the  present  moment  more  by  the  expense,  position,  so  far  as  liability  for  duty  goes, 
ti'ouble,  and  delays  consequent  upon  small  '  as  the  owners  of  unregistered  land.  If 
transfers  than  by  any  other  cause.  This  !  the  Government  can  see  their  way  to 
does  not  apply  so  much  to  large  building  freeing  all  land,  whether  registered  or 
ostates,  in  respect  of  which  it  is  generally  not,  from  liability  to  duty  after  the  efflux 
easy  to  draw  up  a  simple  printed  form  of  of  a  given  period,  of  course  that  would 
title  and  to  convey  the  land  cheaply  and  ;  solve  the  question  to  my  mind  in  the  most 
easily  l)ut  in  the  case  of  rural  estates  ;  the  satisfactory  way.  I  almost  hope  that  if,  as 
owner,  who  would  often  be  glad  to  sell  an  I  believe,  the  Exchequer  would  lose  a 
acre  or  two  of  land  round  a  village  or  '  very  trifling  amount  of  money  by  so 
large  town,  for  the  convenience  of  the  doing,  that  reform  may  be  carried  out. 
people  living  in  it,  is  debarred  from  doing  Failing  that,  however,  such  a  small 
so  owing  to  the  expense,  trou])le,  and  '  amendment  as  I  have  proposed  in  the 
delay  which  he  is  put  to  being  quite  in- '  Rules  which  have  been  so  recently  issued 
commensurate  with  the  amount  of  money  i  would  meet  the  point  I  have  in  my  mind, 
he  would  receive  for  the  land.  I  venture  j  and  I  should  be  glad  if  the  noble  and 
to  think  this  is  a  question  which  is  well  [  learned  Lord  on  the  Woolsack  would  give 
worthy  of  the  consideration  of  your  Lord-  '  me  some  encouragement  to  believe  that 
ships.  With  regard  to  registered  land,  that  amendment  will  be  adopted, 
the  notice  I  have  quoted  to  the  House,  , 

which  is  endorsed  on  the  titles,  to  the  '  *LoRD  STANLEY  OF  ALDERLEY  : 
effect  that  the  estate  is  still  subject  to  an  My  Lords,  I  desire  to  support  the  noble 
indefinite  liability  for  estate  duty,  must  Earl  in  the  action  he  has  taken,  and 
ol)viously  cast  a  taint  on  the  title.  At  '  the  views  he  has  expressed.  I  would 
any  rate,  you  do  not  get  what  you  bargain  ;  remind    the    noble    and     learned    Lord 


for — namely,  an  absolutely  clean  title. 
8ince  I  put  the  notice  upon  the  Paper  I 
have  had  a  communication  with  the 
Registrar  of  the  Land  Registry,  who  has 
informed  me  that  the  Rules  have  been 


on  the  Woolsack  that  one  of  his  arguments 
in  favour  of  the  Bill  establishing  the  Land 
Registry  was  that  it  would  make  land 
more  saleable,  but  such  will  not  be 
the    case    if,    as    the    noble     Earl    has 


largely  changed  during  the  last  year,  and  |  pointed  out,  on  the  succession  to  an  estate 

that  amongst  the  new   Rules  which  came  ;  registered  in  the  Land  Registry  the  title 

into  effect  on  the  1st  January  last    the  j  of  the  successor,  though  he  has  paid  all 

following  finds  a  place  :  the  estate  duties,  is  for  all  time  endorsed 

-Where  a    notice    of    liability    has    l>eeii^^'it^  »  ^^^ice  that   the  property  is  still 

enteretl  on  the  Register,  it  may  lie  cancelled  ,  subject  to  an  nidefimte  liability  for  duty, 

on  the  i>roduction  of  any  such  evidence  as  is    There  is  another  danger,  that  of  having 

mentionetl  in  the  preceiling  Rule."  j  ^^  ^y  estate  duties  again  if  the  receipts 

The  evidence  mentioned  in  the  preceding  >  are  lost,  in  this  endorsement  of  a  presump- 

Rule  is  proof  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  j  tion  that  the  estate  is  still  liable.     I  have 

Registrar  that  all  duty  payable  in  respect  i  at  this  moment  a  dispute  pending  with 

of  such  land  by  reason  of  the  death  of  |  the  taxing  authorities  because  with  respect 

the  proprietor  has  been  paid  and  satis- 1  to  a  farm,  the  land  tax  of  which  had  been 

lied.     That  to  a  large  extent  satisfies  me,  I  redeemed  in  1799,  the  land  tax  of  8s.  8d. 

and  if  I  had  known  that  the  Rule  existed  i  on  the  tithe  had,  in  1860,  been  transferred 

I  should  not  have  troubled  the   House  ,  to  the  farm,  and  since  the  Act  of  1896, 

with  this  notice.      But  there  is  one  point  \  through  the  neglect  of  Somerset  House  to 

to  which  I  should  like  to  call  the  atten-  ,  send  lists  of  rSieemed  lands   with   their 

tion  of   the  noble  and  learned  Lord  on  ,  circular  to  the  Land  Tax  Commissioners, 

the  Woolsack.      I  put  it  to  him  whether  '  the  tax  has  been  increased  to  £2  68.  5d.  in 

the  words  "may  be  cancelled  "  ought  not    1898,  and  to  £1  19s.  6d.  in  1899,  and  the 


to  be  "  shall  be  cancelled."      At  present  |  Inland  Revenue  have  refused  to  return  it. 
it  is  no  one's  duty  to  cancel  the  notice.  ' 

I  cannot  help  thinking  it  should  be  the  '  The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (The  Earl 
duty  of  the  Registrar  to  cancel  the  of  Halsbury)  :  My  Lords,  my  noble 
notice  after  satisfactory  evidence  has  been  |  friend  the  Chairman  of  Committees  has 
produced  to  him,  showing  that  all  the  ascer-  explained  to  your  Lordships  that  the 
The  Earl  of  MorUy, 
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notice  was  plact^i  on  the  Paper  imtlur  a  , 
niisiipprchittLsion  ;  Hnil  I  fni|^ht  to  say,  ill 
justice  tti  my  luiUle  frieiul,  that  he  was  | 
really  himself  the  author-  of  the  l\iile 
which  removed  his  i>l»jectii)ri,  heeause  , 
some  titm^  ago  my  noMe  friend,  wlio  mX 
with  me  a  considerable  peritxl  uti  a  Com-  i 
mi t tee  which  went  into  the  8nl>ject  of  the 
Land  KegiKter,  was  good  enough  to  |Riint 
out  t<i  me  that,  if  what  wati  t-alled  the 
Inland  Ilevenue  elanse  was  insisted  upon 
in  its  entirety,  the  result  would  he  to 
stamp  every  transaction  in  the  Land  Re- 
gistry with  an  unknown  liability  that 
woiihl  warn  oil'  everyliody  from  dealing 
with  the  Kegistry.  I  have  had  s^nne 
communication  with  my  right  hon*  friend 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  re- 
sult of  wiiieh  is  die  Rule  my  noi)le  fiiend 
ba8  read,  anil  which  Heenis  to  me  to  he 
enough,  at  all  events  for  the  present,  to 
get  rid  of  the  ditticnlty.  While  the  Inland 
Revenue  were  reluctant  to  release  their 
hokl  over  huid  oirt  of  which  s<)me  protit 
might  accrue,  they  were,  however,  reasoir-  , 
able  enough  to  agree  to  this  Rule*  My 
noble  friend  the  Chaimmn  of  Com-  ! 
mittees  has  taken  the  occasion  to 
point  out  a  defect  I  cannot  deny.  I 
agree  with  my  nolile  friend  that  I 
insteail  ai  leaving  it  in  the  discretion  of  I 
the  Registrar  to  erase  the  mark  from  the 
register',  it  would  he  better  that  it  should 
be  an  oliligatitvrr  upon  him.  Certaiidy 
the  Kuk;  is  meant  to  provide  that  it  should 
V>e  an  obligation  upon  him,  1  cannot  say 
that  I  disagi'ee  with  my  noble  friend  a^; 
to  the  policy  of  not  insisting  on  the  ex- 
treme  rights  of  the  Revenue,  when  the 
great  import^irjce  of  freeing  the  titans fer 
of  land  is  taken  into  consideration.  I 
think  it  is  very  desirable  that  ther  e  shoidd 
be  some  peiio<!  of  tirire  at  which  it  would 
be  pi)«sibk;  to  remove  absolutely  any 
liability  from  land  of  which  a  purchaser 
for  value,  without  notice,  ha^l  become  the 
possessor.  That  is  orrly  my  own  indivi- 
dual view,  and  I  must  not  l>e  urrderst*x>d 
to  be  committing  my  colleagues  in  any 
way  on  the  suliject.  I  can  only  say  that 
in  any  future  vei*sion  of  these  Rules 
which  1  may  l>e  called  upon  to  make  I 
sbalJ  tie  very  glad  to  sec  that  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  Rule  referral 
to  shall  be  properly  expressed,  and  sliall 
not  be  left  0|xjn  to  the  criticism  my  noble 
frientl  has  t»cen  good  enough  to  p*is$  upon 
it. 

Hnune  aiijoumt**!!  at  five  minures 
before  Five  o'clcK'k,  toThnrs4!ny 
next,  )mlf-|ia>-t  Ten  o'cltx.-k. 


{13  June  1899}  irnhr  Bill 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Ttmihif,  im  Juns  1899. 


PiaVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


PKrVATE   HILLS,     [}AmW\ 

(Standing  Orders  not  pr-eviously  inquired 
nito  complied  with.) 

Mil  speaker  lai.l  upon  the  Tabk^ 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for'  Pnvate  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Pills,  originating  itr 
the  Lords,  and  referred  nn  the  First 
Reswlirig  thereof*  the  Starrding  Orders  not 
previously  irrqrrire^i  into,  arrd  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  bc^^n  complied 
with,  viz,  : — 

iaiKAT  tUilMSljy   STREET  TRAMWAYS 
BILL.     tUrds.] 

K<»RTH  i:  ASTERN  AKO  HILL  AND 
IIAKNSLKV  RAILWAYS  ^RUNT 
IRM'Ky  lULL,     [Loras.] 

NORTH    EASTERN   RAILWAY   lULL, 
[Lords.] 

Ordered^    that    the     Bills    he     read    a 
second  time. 

BROMPTON  AND  PICCADILLY  CIRCUS 
RAILWAY   BILL. 

Queen *s  Consent  signified. 

Head  the  thiRl  time,  and  pasaed, 

INFANT  oRPH.\?;    ASYLUM    BILL, 
[Lords.] 

LONDON    HOSPITAL   BILL.    [Lord^.I 

STOCKTON    AND  M1D!>LESBRUUGH 
W'ATER   BILL,   {\.nn\^,^ 

Kead  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with' 
out  Amendment. 

DAinVEN   CORPORATION    BILL. 
As  amended,  considered  ;  to   In?  rciul 
the  third  time. 

(;ODALMINCi  *  OKPOHATION  WATER 
BILL  (by  Ortler.) 

Order   for   ronjiideratiorit  as  amended, 
re^d. 
'       Motion  miule,  and  yuestion  propoi^ed — 

'^  TImt  the  Order  for  tlje  Conijideratioii  of 
the  BiU,  *i^  amended,  be  deferi^l  till  TImraday 
aext/'—  ( Dr.   Fnr^thnrsvti. ) 
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Mr.  DUNCOMBE  (Cumberland,  Egre- 
mont) :  I  beg  to  protest  against  the 
postponement  of  this  Bill  again.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  time  has  come  to  make 
more  than  a  formal  protest  against  these 
continual  postponements.  Wo  really 
nnist  make  some  effort  to  carry  on  the 
husiness  of  the  House  in  accordance  with 
the  official  programme.  I  think  it  is  my 
duty,  on  behalf  of  private  Members,  to 
protest  against  the  system  of  bringing  us 
down  here  over  and  over  again  to  con- 
sider private  Imsiness,  which  has  been  put 
down  by  Order,  ajid  on  a  certain  day,  only 
to  find  that  it  has  been  postponed.  I  shall 
divide  the  House  on  the  postponement 
of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) : 
The  Bill  has  been  postponed  by  consent  of 
all  parties,  with  a  view  to  a  possible  con- 
ference, which  will  manifestly  be  for  the 
convenience  and  interest  of  all  the 
parties. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
It  may  be  for  the  convenience  of  the 
parties  interested  in  the  Bill  to  post- 
pone it,  but  it  is  not  at  all  for  the  con- 
venience or  the  dignity  of  the  House.  In 
my  opinion,  after  so  much  patience  has 
been  shown  by  my  hon.  friend,  he  owes  it 


as  a  duty  to  himself  and  the  House  to  go 
to  a  Division. 

*The  under  SECRETARYof  STATE 
,  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr.  Brod- 
;  RICK,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  My  hon.  friend 
I  has  been   exceedingly  patient,  but  very 

serious  (juestions  of  principle  are  involved 
;  in  this  Bill,  which  ought  to  be  carefully 
I  considered,  and  I  do  not  think  anjrthing 
,  can  be  said  against  the  postponement  for 

a  few  days. 

Mr.  STUART  (Shoreditch,   Hoxton): 
,  I  am  sure  it  would  be   very  convenient 
for    the    business    of    the    House   if  we 
were    to  insist  absolutely  in  proceeding 
with  a  Bill   when  it  is  down  by  Order. 
But  anyone  who  knows  the  House  knows 
'■  that  very  frequently  a  Bill  on  which  there 
I  is  a  conflict  of  serious  issues  is  settled  out 
I  of  Court,  and  the  time  of  the  House  is 
!  gieatly  saved  thereby  in  discussions  that 
may  arise  here  and  also  in  Committee  in 
another  place.     I  sincerely  hope  that  there 
will  be  no  effort  made  to  reverse  the  pro- 
ceedings which  have  been  adopted  by  this 
House  for  a  long  time  under  circumstances 
similar  to  those  of  this  Bill. 

Question  put. 

The   House  divided:  Ayes,  168  ;  Noes, 
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Onler  for  €o!i«i(leratujii,  as  amencled, 
defeiTed  till  Tlmisday. 

LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (GENERAL 
POWERS)  BILL,     (By  Order.) 

Order  for  consideration,  as  amended, 
road. 

Ikiotion  made,  and  Question  projKJsed — 
**  Tliat  the  Bill  lie  tiow  cotmidered." 

Amendment  proposed^ 

**  To  leave  out  the  wordn^now  considered,* 
in  order  to  atld  the  words  *  re-eommitted  to  the 
former  Committee  with  respect  to  Clause  lO 
<  Acq  nisi  iio  n  i>f  Site  of  SpitalHcdds  Market  by 
agreement)  and  Clause  25  (Act  not  to  autho- 
rise takbig  twenty  houses  of  {lei'sona  of  the 
lahourini^  cla.ss  in  any  parish).**'  —  {Mr. 
A hzanaer  liu rrfrraviM  Brown . } 

Question — 

**  That  the  words  '  now  considered  *  stand 
part  of  the  Question.'* 

Put,  and  negatived  ,  words  added. 


Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Bill  recommitted  to  the  former  Com- 
mittee in  respect  of  Clause  10  (Acquisition 
of  Site  of  Spiialfields  Market,  hy  agree- 
ment), and  Clause  25  (Act  not  to  authorise 
taking  twenty  houses  of  persons  of  the 
labouring  class  in  any  parish). 

DUBLIN      CORPORATION      BILL, 
(By     Order.) 

Order  for  Consideration,  as  amended, 
read. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Clare,  E.) : 
In  moving  that  thia  Bill  he  now  con- 
sidered, I  will  not  detain  the  House  very 
long.  But  1  think  it  ia  desirable  that  the 
main  facts  of  this  important  meastire 
shoidd  be  put  l>elore  the  House  at  the  com- 
menc^sment  of  the  Debate.  The  question  at 
issue  in  this  Bill  is  one  of  such  enormous 
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and  vital  importance  to  the  City  of  Dulilin  , 
that    I    siriuerely   tniBt    the    House    will  I 
carefully  weigh  every  aspect  of  the  i^uestion  I 
before  it  comes  to  a  decision.     The   ques-  I 
tion  may  lie   stated  in  a  nutshell.     It  is  | 
whether  Duhlin,  the  metropolis  of  Ireland^  i 
is  to  l>e  permitte<l  by  Parliament  to  extend  | 
and  develop  itself  as  other  great  cities  in  j 
the       three       kin^tlrra^       have       been  ' 
permitted,    or     wht^ther    it     is     to     be 
for  ever  handicapped  by  the  refaml  of  the 
appHcation   of  those  principles  which,  in 
similar   circumstances,   have   been   freely 
applied  to  scores  of  other  great  cities  on 
this    side   of  the    channel.     This  Bill   is 
bitterly  opposed »  as  the  House  will  find 
out  in  the  course  of  tbe  Debate,  but  I 
make  the  assertion  that  it  is  opposed  not 
one     whit    more     bitterly     than     were 
similar  Bills  in  the  past  which  dealt  ^vith 
English  or  Scotch  cities,   and  I  feel  per- 
fectly    sure     that     when     the     House 
of   Commons   grasps    the   main    facts   of 
this  case,  it  will  not  refuse  the  Bill  a  second 
reading,     I  piojx)ae  to  deal  very  iTiefjy 
with    the   main   objections   which    have 
been    nvged    against    the    Bill     up     to 
the    present,    and    which    now    will   be 
urged   over  again   in  the  course  of  thi^ 
Debate.      But  before  doing  so   I  desire, 
very  biiefiy  inileed,  to  state  to  the  House 
the  main  pt^ints  which  I  urge  in  support 
of    this   measure.     First   of  all,    let   me  i 
remind  the  House  that  this  extension  of  ■ 
the  boundaries  of  the  City  of  Dublin  is  no  j 
new  question.     In  the  year  18S0,   nearly 
20   years  ago,  t\  Koyal  Commission  was 
appoiiUed  to  inquire  into  the  whole   of 
this   suliject.     The    Commission    was    a 
capable  one.     No  or^e  has  ever  accused  it 
of  not  being  a  thoroughly  impartial  one. 
It   held  an   extended   in<|uii'y,  and  took 
evidence   from   all  classes  of  the  popula- 
tion, and  in   the   result   it  unanimously 
approved  of   the  aildition  of    the  town- 
ships to  the  city,  such  as  is  !iow  piop«»sed. 
It  may   be   asked,   how  can  we   explain 
tbe  delay  which   has  oci^urred  since  the 
finding  of  that  Commission  in  1880.       I 
am  not  sure  it  is  necessary  for  tis  to  go 
into  that  cpiestion,  but  if  it  were  neces- 
sary, it  might  be  a  fair  thing  to  say  that 
your  system  of  governing  Irish   private 
business  in  this  House,  with  its  enormous 
exiMjrise  and  its  attendant  risk  of  niattera 
benig  decided  by  people  not  accjuaint^ 
with    the    facts   and   the    locality,   may 
possibly    be   the    reason    of    this    delay. 
However  that  may  l)e,  tbe  finding  of  the 
Commission  stands,   iuid  it  is  on  rectird 

Mr,  John  Bfdmmid, 


that  there  has  been  a  unanimous  decision 
in  support  of  thi.s  measure.     The  position 
of  the  City  of  Dublin  is  al>solutely  unique, 
and  it  presents  a  stronger  case   for  the 
annexation  of  these  townships  than  ever 
came  under  the  cognisance  of  Parliament. 
The  area  of  the  City  of  Dublin  is  strictly 
Umited  ;  it  is  3,807  acres»  and  the  average 
of  population  per  acre  is  something   like 
64,     It  is  horribly  congested  in  some  of 
its  districts.     Let  me  renu"nd  the  House 
that  the  average  of  p^pulati^m  per  acre  in 
Bradford  is  only  20,  in  Sheffield   17,  and 
in  Hull  25.     At  present  the  Cui-p^ration 
of   Dublin  has  no  power  to  erect  work- 
men's dwellings  outside   the   city  limite^ 
and   this  very  fact    has  the   result   that 
when  there  is  land  suitable  and  available 
for  such  a  purpose,  the  knowledge  that 
the  Corporation  cann«it  go  outside  inevit- 
abh^  raises  the  price  to  an  absolutely  pro- 
hiliitive  point.     Again,   from  a   sanitary 
point  of  view,  the  case  in  support  of  this 
Bill  is  overwhelming.     It  is  of  vita,l  im- 
portance  to   have   one    central    sanitary 
authority  in  all  large  centres  of  popidation. 
Yet   the   sanitary   position    of   affairs   in 
Dublin   is  absolutely  intolerable.     Three 
of     the     townships     opposed     to     this 
amalagamation     do     not     come     under 
tbe   Notification    of    Infectious    Diseases 
Act,    and    the   result  is    that  under   the 
present   system  Wrident  disease  may  be 
poured    into  the    city.      Dublin   is   now 
expending  half  a   million    sterling  on   B, 
great  scheme  of  main  drainage.     Three  of 
these     townships     have     practic-ally    no 
adequate  or  proper  system   of  drainage, 
while  the  others  have  a  most  imperfect 
system  which  consists  of  discharging  crude 
sewage  at  the  mouth  of  the  Liffey,  with 
the  result  that  every  incoming  tide  drivee 
that   sewage   up  the  river.     Is  it  likely 
that  the  Corporatio?i  will  allow  their  large 
expenditure  to  be  nullifie<l  by  the  action 
of  these  two  townships  1     All  precedents 
are  in  favour  of  this  measure.     I>ublin  is 
tbe  otdy  city  of  importance  in  the  three 
kingtloms    which    has   not   had    its  area 
extended    since     1840.     Parliament    ha* 
always  acted  on  clearly  detined  principles 
with  regani  to  these  matters.     Wherever 
the  populations  sought  to  be  amalgamated 
have  not  grown  really  from  one  centre, 
where  there  has    lieen  no    real  business 
connection    or    community    of    interest^ 
no  doubt    in    the    past   claims    of   this 
land  have  been  refu8t»d  ;  but  in  such  cases 
tt  was  shown  that   there  w^is  absolutely 
no    community    of     interest,    and    that 
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each  individual  cnijinmnity  was  aepamte. 
But  in  such  c^ses  as  I  know  of,  where  one 
pcjpulation  was  merely  the  uvertiow  of 
anuther,  ami    where    the    manufactures, 

I  business,  and  eummerce  anil  interests 
were  the  same — in  such  casein,  I  say,  the 
principle  has  been  applied  freely  by 
Parliament  of  permitting  this  amalgama- 
tion. Thi«  has  happenerl  in  the  cases  of 
xnajiy  of  the  large  towns  nf  This  country 
— in  Sotithampton,  Chelteidiiim,  Man- 
ches^ter,  Devon  port,  Plymouth,  and 
Bristol,  and  a  rnimlier  of  other  cities— 
and  I  say  respectfully  to  the  House  of 
Commons  that  it  would  he  ao  nnreiison- 
able  thine;  if,  insisting  as  yon  do  upon 
bringing  Irish  Private  Bill  legislation,  at 
enormous  cost,  up  to  here  in  England, 
you  refuse  to  apply  the  same  principle 
to  Irish  Bills  as  you  do  to  English  and 
Scotch  mcAsiires.  No  one  can  deny — 
it  was  nt>t  sought  to  be  denied  before  the 
Committee — that  the  population  in  the 
townships  is  a  mere  overflow  of  Dublin  it- 
self. The  community  is  practieally  the 
same.  All  the  businesses,  and  manufactures, 
and  commeticearein  the  City  of  Dul^lin,and 
it  is  a  sigrnhcant  and  interesting  fact  that 

I  every  day  the  tramcars  alone  bring  into 
the  city  from  the  snhurlis,  etc.,  45,000 
people.  That  is  leading  out  of  account 
those  who  come  by  the  snburkm  trains 
and  on  foot.  This  population,  which 
comes   every  ilay   from    the    sulnirbs   to 

>the  city,  is  absohuely  dependent  uporj 
the  city  for  its  business,  for  its  sup- 
port,  and  for  its  very  existence,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  monstrous 
thing  that  this  population  does  not  at  the 
present  moment  in  any  flegree  share  the 
common  burdens.  I  want  the  House  for 
a  moment  to  consiflcr  what  are  the  main 
advantviges  that  this  population  of  the 
suburlis  deri^  es  from  its  eorniection  with 
the  City  of  Dublin,  arnl  enjoys  without 

>  making  any  contribution  towards  the 
cost.  In  these  sul>urbs  there  is  not  a 
market  of  any  sort.  The  markets  are  all 
in  the  city,  but  they  are  used  by  the 
suburlks,  and  surely  it  is  an  unre^isonable 

I  thing  to  siiy  that  the  suburbs  shall  have 
absolute  immunity  from  any  share  in  the 
expense.  There  are  no  Imths  or  wash- 
houses  in  the  suburbs.  These  institutions 
are  maintained  at  the  cost  of  the  city, 
and  within  the  city  boundaries.  In  all 
these  townships  running  round  l)ublin 
there  is  only  orte  library,  and  that  is  a 
small  one,  %rhich  hardly  fleserves  the 
name  ;  whereas  the  City  of  Dublin  sup* 


I  plies  magnificent   libraries,   8Upp<irte<l  at 
the  cost  of  the  city,  and,  of  course,  usefl  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  townshipM.    1  ought 
to  say  that  flown  l>y  the  harbour  there  is 
a  little  technical    school    but    the    great 
technical  schor>l  is  in  the  City  of   l>ublin, 
and  maintained  i«y  the  city,  and   it  is  an 
interesting  fact  that  one-third  of  the  total 
I  number  of  pupils  in  that  institution  have 
been  shown  to  come  from  llathniines  and 
Pembroke.     Yet    when  h^ked  to  make  a 
I  cojitrihution    these    townships    refuse  to 
I  give    one     shilbng.       How    alpout     the 
I  hospitals  'i      The  city  authorities  contri- 
bute towaixis  the  hospitals  within  the  city 
I  ai'ca   a   sum    of   about  £G,000   unimally. 

I  There  is  only  «tne   hosj)ital    outside    the 

'  city.     It  is  jtist  outside  the  limits — about 

II  50^vards  or  so  without  the   bnundary — 
,  and  technically  within   one  of  the  town- 
ships.     Yet    the  Corporation  of  Dublin 

I  contrilmtes  towartis  its  support  three 
times  the  amount  contributed  by  any 
township.  These  hospitals  are,  of  course, 
availed  of  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town- 
I  ships.  Therefore,  I  sfiy  it  would  bo  a 
monstrous  thing  if  the  present  state  of 
I  things  were  allowed  to  continue,  and  the 
townships  were  exempted.  The  sjtme 
I  thing  may  be  s^iid  as  to  the  roiuls.  The 
]  roads  used  by  this  vast  population  in 
!  coming  in  to  theii'  l>usiness  are,  of  course, 
j  maintained  by  the  city.  It  seems  to  me 
that  these  facts  in  themselves  eor»stitute  an 
overwhelming  case  in  sup|}ort  of  the  Bill 
What  are  the  main  objections  urged  1 
First  of  all,  we  are  told  that  the  town- 
ships  object.  Of  ctiurse  the  townships 
object  to  being  oliliterated.  It  is  only 
human  nature.  It  is  a  singidar  thing 
that  no  similar  measure  applying  to 
England  or  Scotland  was  ever  earned 
without  l»eing  opposed  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  sul*urbs  proposed  to  be  includetL 
But  on  this  (|uestion  I  am  not  at  all 
satisfied  that  the  opposition  of  the  t-<jwn- 
ships  is  anything  like  unanimous, 
Kecently,  since  the  Bill  passed  in  Com- 
mittee, a  great  deal  of  attention  naturally 
has  hevu  directed  to  it  in  Dublin  and  the 
suburbs,  and  it  is  interesting  to  see  that 
within  the  last  few*  (\nyA  a  memoriab 
.signc^l  by  more  than  tw^o  -  thirds 
of  the  electors  of  one  of  these  town- 
ships, has  Imh'U  presented  to  the  authori- 
ties, and  memorials  signed  l)y  -5  to  50 
per  cent,  of  the  electons  of  other  town- 
ships. It  is  true  that  the  bodies  which 
I'epresent  these  townships  object,  l)Ut  I 
would  like  to   point   out   that   although 
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some  time  ago  an  undertaking  was  given 
that  a. plebiscite  should  be  taken  in  each 
locality,  that  promise  has  not  been  carried 
out.  I  believe  that  at  this  moment  the 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town- 
ships are  in  favour  of  this  measure. 
The  next  objection  taken  is  that  the 
townships  are  not  having  adequate  repre- 
sentation on  the  new  Corporation,  and 
will  not  have  their  interests  safeguarded. 
That  was  an  objection  which  apparently 
weighed  very  heanly  on  the  Committee, 
and  to  endeavour  to  meet  it  the  Com- 
mittee inserted  in  the  Bill  a  provision 
giving  the  townships  a  representation 
greater  than  that  to  which  they  would  be 
numerically  entitled.  In  a  Corporation  of 
about  eighty  members  I  am  informed  the 
townships  would  be  entitled  to  about 
sixteen  meml)ers.  The  Committee  have 
inserted  in  the  Bill  a  provision  that  they 
are  to  have  twenty-eight  members.  There 
is  also  another  fact  to  l>e  borne  in  mind  in 
connection  with  this  matter.  At  the 
present  moment  there  are  in  the  Corpora- 
tion no  less  than  fifteen  meml^ers  who  re- 
side and  are  the  largest  ratepayers  in  the 
townships,  and  who  include  some  of  the 
richest  Inisiness  men  in  Dublin.  Is  it  to 
be  su})posed  that  these  men  would 
sacrifice  their  owji  interests  or  the 
interests  of  the  townships  in  which 
they  reside  ?  Accordingly,  therefore,  the 
townships  will  be  represented  in  the  Cor- 
poration to  the  extent  of  about  half  its 
number  of  mem})ers.  It  seems  to  me 
that  that  disposes  altogether  of  the  fear 
that  the  interests  of  the  townships  would 
be  sacrificed  to  the  interests  of  the  city. 
Then,  again,  the  o))jection  is  taken  that  the 
first  thing  the  new  city  woiUd  do  would 
be  to  raise  the  rates  and  destroy  the 
prosperity  of  the  townships.  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  the  slightest  danger  of 
that.  As  everyone  knows,  the  valuation 
of  the  City  of  Dublin  is  ridiculously 
inadequate.  That  is  not  true  of  the 
townships,  the  valuation  of  which  is,  of 
course,  more  recent.  It  has  been  shown 
before  the  Committee  that  the  valuation 
of  the  city  is  from  20  per  cent,  to 
25  per  cent,  too  low,  and  a  calcula- 
tion has  ])een  laid  l>efore  the  Committee 
that  on  a  revaluation  of  the  old  area  it 
would  be  p()ssi])le  to  raise  the  sum  re- 
quired for  the  government  of  the  new 
area  by  imposing  a  rate  scarcely,  if  at  all, 
larger  than  the  rate  paid  at  present  ))y 
some  of  the  townships.  That  question 
may,  however,  be  left  on  one  side,  because 
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the  Committee  strongly  insisted  and  in- 
serted a  proAision  in  the  BOl  that  the  new 
Corporation  should  not  be  allowed  to  raiae 
the  rates  in  Pembroke  and  Kathmines  for 
ten  years  after  the  passing  of  the  Bill 
My  information  is  that  the  usual  limit  in 
English  cases  where  it  has  been  put  in  at 
all  has  been  five  years ;  but  in  this  Bill,  in 
order  to  meet  the  fears  and  susceptibilities 
of  the  townships,  ten  years  has  been  put 
in.  In  face  of  that,  I  fail  to  see  what  objec- 
tion can  be  raised  on  the  question  of  rating. 
Of  course,  there  is  another  objection — I  do 
not  know  whether  I  ought  to  mention  it, 
because  I  am  not  sure  whether  it  wiH  be 
mentioned  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite — the  political  objection.  I 
hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  not 
mention  it,  because  I  am  one  of  those  who 
believe  it  is  a  misfortune  to  drag  these 
political  questions  into  matters  of  this 
sort.  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  case 
going  to  be  that,  forsooth,  because  the 
majority  of  the  Corporation  of  Dublin  are, 
not  unnaturally.  Nationalist,  therefore  they 
are  to  be  treated  on  a  different  principle  to 
every  other  city  in  England  and  Scotland, 
and  that  they  are  not  to  be  trusted  to 
deal  fairly  with  their  fellow-citizens  ?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  an  Irishman,  and 
I  nope  he  will  not  put  forward  any  such 
contention.  But  if  he  does,  I  appeal 
confidently  to  the  House  of  Commons 
— to  men  on  that  side  as  well  as  on 
this — not  to  listen  to  any  such  reason  for 
rejecting  a  measure  of  this  kind.  If  this 
measure  is  justified  on  the  grounds  I  have 
mentioned,  if  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the 
City  of  Dublin,  if  it  is  not  for  the  injury 
of  the  townships,  if  it  is  in  accordance 
with  precedent  and  with  the  principle 
which  has  been  applied  to  other  cities, 
then  I  say  it  would  be  a  disgraceful  thing 
for  the  House  of  Commons  to  reject  the 
Bill  on  the  ground  that  the  majority  of 
the  Corporation  of  Dublin  happen  to 
differ  in  their  political  opinions  from  the 
majority  of  the  Members  of  this  House, 
and  I  have  too  high  an  opinion  of  the 
fair-mindedness  of  individual  Members 
to  believe  that  any  such  reason  as 
that  will  influence  their  decision.  I 
ought  to  apologise  for  speaking  so 
long,  l)ut  I  thought  it  right  to  put 
the  main  facts  before  the  House  at 
the  commencement  of  the  debate.  In 
conclusion,  I  call  upon  the  House  to  rest 
the  case  of  Dublin  on  the  same  principle 
on  which  it  rested  the  cases  of  other  great 
cities  which  in  recent  years   ha\e   had 
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theii'  boundaries  exu>iKled  uiuler  siiiiilar 
circumstances.  1  call  on  tho  House 
further  to  st^ind  hy  the  fiudiiig  of  its  own 
Committee.  Thi8  Bill  has  been  adopted 
by  a  Committee,  and  wlulo  on  this  point 
I  may  any  that  nothing  new  came  out 
before  thitt  Committee  during  the  hmg 
dreary  diiy»  of  evidence.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  opponents  of  this  Bill  will  be 
able  to  jidduee  one  single  new  jirgument 
against  it  fronj  the  evidence  given 
before  the  Committee.  They  had  all 
their  argimierjt.^t  and  oljjeetiorLs  re*idy 
at  the  time  of  the  Seconil  Reading. 
I  submit,  if  that  be  true,  that  their  effort 
to  destroy  this  Bill  should  have  been 
made  on  the  Second  Beading.  They 
allowed  the  Secontl  Beading  to  go  without 
DclMte.  The  Bill  then  went  before  the 
Comttiittee,  and  after  the  expenditure  of 
thousands  and  thousands  and  thousands 
of  pounds  on  behalf  of  all  the  people 
concerned,  they  come  down  here  at  this 
»^ge,  after  the  Conmiittee»  and  urge 
'lA>jections  which  were  just  aij  well  known 
and  just  as  apparent  to  them  at  the  time 
of  the  Second  Beading  antl  before  any 
expense  was  incurred. 

^  Mr,  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
S,)t  I  wish  to  Biiy  why  the  Bill  was  not 
opposed  on  the  Second  Keeling. 

Mr.  JOHN   REDMOND:    It    is  not 

worth  wliile  to  interrupt  now,  as  I  am 
finishing,  but  one  reason  undoubtedly 
was,  that  none  of  the  hi>n.  Gentlemen  now 
opposed  to  tlie  Bill  were  present. 

Mi;.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON:  I  was 
present. 

Mil.  JOHN  REDMOND:  Well,  ab 
though  the  hon.  Meml>er  is  a  host  in 
himself,  he  is  not  suHicient  to  make  a 
8ucces.sful  eftoTt  to  defeat  this  Bill.  Under 
these  circumstances  f  sincerely  trust  the 
House  will  take  a  liroad-minded  and  im- 
ptirtial  \  iew  of  this  matter,  and  will  pass 
the  Bill  by  a  large  majority* 

Motion  ma<le  and  (Question  proposed — 

"That  the  Bill  lie  now  eonsiiler&d.'*— (A/r. 
John  IiftitnoHd.) 

Mh.  CARSON  (DubJiji  Univei-sity) : 
I  thiTik  the  last  stjitement  of  the  hon, 
and  leatrieci  Member  is  one  that  is 
worthy  of  some  oliservation.  He  asked 
wluit  would  appear  to  be  a  very  pertinent 
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question,  viz.,  why,  if  we  oppose  this  Bill 
MOW,  we  did  not  tjpjwse  it  on  the  Second 
Reeling,  I  think  the  question  admits 
of  a  very  simple  answer.  When  I  tell 
the  House  that  this  m  a  Bill  for  the 
extension  of  the  Iiouridaries  of  the 
City  of  Dublin,  which,  now  ecmsists  of 
about  3,800  acres,  and  that  it  is  proposed 
by  the  Bill  to  add  something  like  18,000 
acres,  it  will  see  that  it  was  inipossilile  for 
us  who  were  interested  in  many  parts  of 
this  Bill  to  know  what  Ccise  would  lie 
made  liefi>re  the  Connnittee  as  to  why 
certidn  portions  of  that  18,000  acres  com- 
prising  nearly  tho  whole  of  the  County  of 
Dulilin  were  required.  If  we  who  are 
interested  in  the  development  of  the 
townships  were  to  oppose  the  Bill  on  the 
Second  Reading  we  would  be  told  that 
we  were  only  dealing  with  G,000  acres  out 
of  18,000  acres,  and  we  would  be  asked 
why  should  not  the  Committee  con- 
sider what  portion  of  the  remaining 
12,000  acres  ought  to  be  added  to  the 
city,  BO  that  any  opposition  on  our  part 
would  have  been  premature.  Now  that 
the  Bill  comes  l>efore  the  House,  haWng 
passed  the  C<mimittee»antl  having  included 
the  townships — which  was  our  main  o1> 
jection — and  when  we  know  that  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Bill  would  accept  no 
compromise  which  did  not  include  the 
townships,  tlien  I  say  we  arc  justified  in 
asking  the  House  to  reject  the  Bill  at 
I  this  stage.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
'  Committee — which  was  a  Committee  of 
!  four — jKissed  the  Bill  That,  in  a  sense, 
is  true  ;  but  I  think  the  House  ought  to 
know  that  a  Bill  of  such  vital  import- 
ance to  the  City  ami  County  of  Dublin 
only  |Xissed  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
Chairman,  the  Chainnan  under  the  cir- 
cumstances voting  twice.  The  Connnittee 
were  evetdy  divided,  and  the  preaml)le  of 
the  Biil  was  ordy  jmssed  by  the  casting 
vote  of  the  ChairniarL  If  one  of  the 
other  Mendjers  who  differed  from  him 
had  been  in  the  chair,  the  result  would 
have  been  directly  opposite.  Therefore 
it  is  not  exactly  accurate  to  insist,  as  is 
often  done,  that  the  Bill  has  the  entire 
sanction  of  the  Committee  at  its  Iwick. 
The  Bill  propc>ses  to  add  to  the  City  of 
Dublin  live  sepamte  townships  in  the 
suburl.is  of  Dublin,  which  contain  in  all 
over  6,000  acres  and  have  a  population  of 
between  70,000  and  80,000  people. 
Taking  the  extreme  distance  from  one 
part  to  the  other,  it  would  be  something 
like  eight  to  ten  miles,  ao  that  the  House 
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will  see  that  the  interests  of  the  out- 
lying suburbs,  separated  as  they  are  by 
such  a  distance  from  north  to  south,  have 
absolutely  nothing  in  coraraon  whatever. 
Up  to  this  they  have  had  their  separate 
governments.  In  relation  to  these  five 
townships  this  Bil!  proposes  to  abolish 
the  five  existing  Coi-porations  which  have 
been  set  up  by  Acts  of  Parliament — one 
of  them  under  an  Act  passed  as  far  back 
as  1847,  which  has  ]>een  extended  by  a 
number  of  succeeding  Acts.  That  town- 
ship contains  about  32,000  inhabitants. 
Pembroke  Coi-poration  has  been  in  ex- 
istence as  a  separate  Corporation  since 
1863,  and  the  remaining  three  have  l)een 
in  existence  since  1869,  1878,  and  1867 
respectively,  the  whole  containing  about 
18,000  acres.  It  is  a  strong  thing  to  say 
that  the}^  should  y)e  abolished,  but  it  is 
especially  strong — and  here  I  differ  entirely 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just 
addressed  the  House — to  ask  us  to  abolish 
these  Corporations  when  each  and  every 
one  of  them  objects  to  be  annexed  to  the 
City  of  Du])lin.  We  are  told  that 
all  through  England  and  Scotland  it  has 
been  the  practice  for  great  cities  to  take 
in  the  areas  adjoining  them,  but  I  doubt 
whether  a  single  case  can  be  pointed  out 
where  the  inhabitants  of  the  district 
objected.  The  great  cities  always  managed 
to  get  on  goocl  terms  with  the  suburbs. 
Over  and  over  again  this  House  has 
rejected  proposals  to  annex  outlying 
municipalities  when  those  municipd 
bodies  objected  to  be  annexed.  The 
strongest  case  is  Glasgow,  where  one 
suburb  was  kept  out  for  a  long  time, 
although  Glasgow  is  one  of  the  best 
governed  cities  of  the  day.  The  extra- 
ordinary part  of  the  matter  now  before 
the  House  is  this,  that  of  the  five  town- 
ships proposed  to  l)e  annexed,  each  of 
them  appeared  before  the  Committee  and 
objected.  And  when  we  are  told  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Menil>er  that  he  believes 
the  majority  of  the  electors  in  these 
townships  are  really  in  favour  of  this 
annexation,  I  think  it  is  a  very  strong 
thing  for  him  to  say,  for  this  reason — that 
since  the  Dublin  Corporation  announced 
that  they  were  going  to  promote  this 
Bill  we  have  had  elections  in  the  various 
townships  under  the  Local  Government 
Act  passed  a  year  ago,  and  the  main 
plank  in  the  platform  was  annexation 
or  non-annexation  to  Dublin,  and  not  one 
of  these  townships  is  in  favour  of  it 
as  at  present  governed.    The  Lord  Mayor 
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of  Dublin  offered  himself  as  a  candidate, 
and  he  was  rejected,  and  under  the  ex- 
tended franchise  set  up  by  the  Act  of  last 
year  all  the  old  former  Commissioners 
were  re-elected  to  the  urban  districtfl, 
every  one  of  them  Ixjing  absolutely 
pledged  to  oppose  this  annexation.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  tells  us  that  a 
large  petition  has  lM?en  signed  saying  the 
opposition  has  l)een  withdrawn  ;  but  it  was 
only  sent  down  yesterday,  it  has  been 
largely  signed  by  illiterates,  and  there  is 
no  way  of  testing  the  signatures.  The 
Corporation  of  the  Pembroke  township 
had  the  matter  before  it,  and  passed  a 
resolution  that  it  would  still  oppose  this 
annexation.  May  I  remind  the  House 
that  we  are  now  discussing  this  question, 
although  only  last  year  we  confirmed,  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  those  public  bodies, 
and  we  are  now  asked,  ih  this  legislation 
by  a  Private  Bill,  to  put  an  end  to  these 
municipal  bodies,  which  have  only  been, 
under  the  franchise  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act,  in  existence  a  few  months,  and 
throw  the  whole  government  of  the  City 
of  Dublin  into  a  state  of  anarchy  and 
confusion.  I  may  be  asked  why  these 
townships  objected  to  be  annexed  by  the 
City  of  Dublin ;  they  did  so  l»ecause  these 
townships  have  grown  up  and  flourished 
and  become  prosperous  under  the  ex- 
\  cellent  government  to  which  they  have 
been  subject  from  the  fii*st  period  of  their 
existence,  and  they  now  compare  favour- 
ably with  any  great  cities  of  the  Empire. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  is  not 
unnatural,  and  it  is  not  surprising, 
that  |the  people  who  represent  these 
townships  should  ask  to  be  left  to  govern 
themselves.  Take  the  case  of  Hath- 
mines,  where,  at  the  present  moment, 
they  have  21  representatives  whose  sole 
business  is  to  attend  to  the  government  of 
Rathmines.  Under  this  Bill  they  will 
I  have  eight  members  in  a  house  of  90 
I  members,  who  will  not  have  to  confine 
I  their  attention  to  the  business  of  the  par- 
I  ticular  township,  but  to  the  whole  of  the 
,  city  to  which  I  have  called  attention. 
;  Another  thing  is  that  in  municipal  affairs 
each  commiuiity  desires  to  govern  itself. 
My  hon.  friend  says  that  is  a  Home  Rule 
policy ;  I  should  like  to  hear  his  senti- 
ments as  to  putting  an  end  to  it.  This 
I  looks  like  an  anti-Home  Rule  policy.  But 
'  the  whole  tendency  of  the  people  has 
I  been,  so  far  from  extending  areas,  that 
i  they  should  have  a  local  government 
I  conversant  with   their  own  local   needs, 
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which  c<aTi  1k'  lonkeil  after  without  their 
being  euriipliL-utori  with  uthtn-  <jm>8tioiis. 
I  am  not  goiri^  iiiti>  the  political  aspect 
of  this  case  ;  I  have  in  it  the  k^ast  intention 
of  90  doing,  -although  a  gix^at  deal  might 
be    said    upon    it.     We  have    enough  to 


can  be  gained,  and  naturally  they  object  to 
it.  That  is  an  overwhelming  argument 
against  it.  Now  gaining  no  ail  vantage, 
what  are  the  disiid vantages  ?  They  will 
have  a  great  lialulity  put  upon  them  hy  the 
City  of  Dnhlin  which  it  ha.s  previously  in- 


without  touching  that  aspect  at  all,     I    eurred,  their  rates    being  far  below    the 


ioold  hke  to  ask  thi*  lltiuse  UfKm  whatis 
founded  the  claim  of  the  Ihililin  Coqjora- 
tion  to  iiruiex  the?ie  townships^  and  I  put 
the  further  i|  nest  ion,  and  I  ask  those  who 
support  this  Bill  to  mention  a  single 
advantage  which  will  accrue  to  these 
various  townships  from  this  annoxwtion 
by  the  City  of  l>ubliu.  Viewing 
the  whole  of  the  e^'idence,  all  I  can 
say  is  that  they  have  m»t  put  forward 
one  single  advantage  which  would  be 
gjiined  by  tlie  towu-ships  being  annexed 
to  the  City  nf  DuViIin.  I  know  that  in 
dealing  with  these  questions  the  main 
ground  put  forwanl  iw  that  the  portions 


rates  of  that  city.  The  first  proposal  in 
the  Bill  is  that  the  property  shriuld  be 
revahierl,  and  the  hon.  aiul  Icarneii 
Mem  her  says  that  when  it  is  revalued  the 
valuation  will  be  increased,  and  that 
means  that  the  rates  of  the  townships 
will  go  up,  anfl  with  regard  to  the  pre- 
ferential rates  for  ten  years  the  statement 
is  l>eautifully  misleading,  because  they 
will  go  aiul  Imjitow  money,  and  tbat 
nujuey  will  have  to  be  repaid,  and 
the  money  with  which  to  repay  the 
loans  will  have  to  go  upori  the  rates. 
What  is  the  debt  of  the  City  of  Dublin  ? 
Verv  nearly  tM'o  millions.      And   what  ig 


to  be  annexed  have  fieen  bjidly  governed,  /  the  del>t  of  the   whole  of  the  five   town- 
ships put  together  ?     Aliout  £400,000. 


but  does  anylxnly  suggest  that  here?  I 
do  not  want  to  say  at jy thing  against  the 
Dublin  Corporation,  l>ut  1  may  make  this  An  Hon* 
comparist>n,  that  all  these  townships  have  population  I 
lieen  governed  a,s  well  as  Dulilin,  and  in 
respect  nf  many  things  they  have  been 
governed  hetter.  Ko  justification  for 
annexing  them  was  given  l>efore  the  Com- 
mittee, and  Mr.  Pember  said  this  : 

"  Now,  I  say  at  once,  we  do  not  ask  to  bring  |  f 
in  such  places  nn  Rjithniines  and  Pembroke  on  P 
account     of     tlieir 

acoounl  of  any  s|Hf<  ial  (lan;^'er  to  Dublin  there 
from  ;  that  is  not,  in  my  jud^iient,  the  only 
or  hyany  means  tlie  main  rt»ii.Hi>ti  for  annexa- 
tion*«  of  Vhis  ktn«i.  i  (piite  admit  tlmt  when 
von  havt*  inirigovcrnmeDt  and  consequent 
cianj^er  to  \]w  |ijirent  coTiunnnity  it  is  a  very 
great  a|L;*,'raivatit»n  «>f  tite  rejtsons  for  which  you 
sihoidd  liritii:  thnm  in.  I  Hit  the  real   theortttjcal 


Member  :    What    is     the 


rea**imH,  (Ui-  reasons  «f  principle,  remain  be?*ide, 
behindhand  hevond  all  that. 


Further   on,    on 
Pemher  says  : 


Mr.  CABSON:  About  80,000,  and 
you  are  asked  to  put  upon  these 
townships  a  share  of  the  £1,89^,905  debt 
which  has  been  incurred  by  the  Corpora* 
tion.  One  of  these  townships  has  power  to 
>orrowmany  thousands^  which  it  has  never 
nii^^'overnment,  or  on  been  found  necessary  to*exerti8e  at  all. 
If  the  Corporation  take  it  over  they  can 
iminediately  exercise  it,  not  for  the  l>enefit 
of  the  township  for  which  it  was  given  by 
Act  of  Parliament,  but  for  the  l»enefit  of 
other  parts  of  Dublin.  Then  there  is 
another  distulvantfige.  Yoii  have  five 
townships  with  sei>arate  officers  to  look; 
after  the  interests  of  the  people— surveyors, 
inspectors,  and  various  officers  of  the 
kimi.  All  these  people  are  to  be  dis- 
missed the  moment  those  five  townships 
are  abolished.  It  is  said  that  they  will  get 
compensation  under  the  Bill.  They  get 
some  kind  of  compensation  under  the  Bill, 
which  will  have  to  be  borne  by  the  town- 
ships just  as  w  dl  as  by  the  city  :  and  then 
you  will  have  the  salaries  of  all  the  new 
officers,  who  will  l>e  elected  l>y  the  Dublin 
Corporation  in  their  own  pecuh'ar  way, 
thrown  just  as  much  upon  the  townships 
as  upon  the  city.  Lastly,  you  will  have 
these  people,  wdio  have  always  ohjected 
to  l>eing  made  political  bmiies,  made  part 
of  one  of  the  strongc^st  political  institutions 
which  exist  in  Ireland,  namely,  the  Cor- 


the    same   page,     Mr. 


*'  I  rely  on  what  in  now,  I  venture  to  aay,  a 
matter  of  well  CHtftlilisktMi  principle,  and  that 
is  that  t'ontijjnout^  i^tofmlations  which  have 
gn)\vn  and  s|>rea4  tntm  a  common  urljan 
centre  oii;;lit  to  he  unitcii  for  the  pnrpose  of 
muQicipal  govi^rnnient." 

(Cheers. )  Yes,  but  where  does  he  prodtice 
his  instances  in  favovir  of  that  ?  The  only 
instances  in  which  it  has  been  done  against 
the  will  of  the  municipality  have  been  cases 
where  there  were  charges  of  misgovern- 
ment.  That  is  the  strength  of  my  case. 
Where  a  community  is  well  governed  and 
flourishing  and  prosperous,  no  advantage 
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poration  of  the  City  of  Dublin.  I  do 
submit  to  the  House  that  upon  these 
grounds  we  have  shown  an  overwhelming 
case  why  this  Bill  should  not  be  allowed 
to  pass  this  House,  and  why  these  town- 
ships should  not  be  interfered  with.  Just 
let  me  say  a  word  or  two  as  regards  the 
townships  under  the  present  system.  In 
Kathmines,  which  was  incorporated  in 
1847 — and  I  would  like  to  point  out 
that  those  incoi^porations  were  passed 
without  any  protest  whatever  from  the 
City  of  Du])lin— the  population  at  the 
time  of  incorporation  was  9,640  ;  at  the 
present  moment  it  is  32,000.  In  1847 
the  rateable  value  was  £40,000 ;  at  the 
present  moment  it  is  £140,000.  Now,  Sir, 
Kathmines,  in  every  single  particular,  is 
absolutely  independent  of  the  Corporation 
of  Dublin.  The  authorities  gain  nothing 
from  them  ;  they  ask  nothing  from  them. 
They  have  no  working  arrangements  with 
them  of  any  kind ;  and  they  are  abso- 
lutely independent  in  every  particular. 
Their  water  supply  has  ])een  provided  at 
a  cost  of  £200,000,  and  they  have  spent 
considera])le  sums  in  oy)taining  the  electric 
light.  All  these  undertakings  are  pro- 
posed to  be  taken  over  by  the  Corporation, 
and  instead,  as  I  said  Ixiforo,  of  having 
these  matters  attended  to  by  their  own 
local  representatives,  all  they  will  have 
will  be  a  representation  of  eight  out  of 
90  members,  who  will  constitute  the 
Corporation  of  Dublin  under  the  new 
Bill.  Passing  to  Pembroke,  I  find  that  it 
was  incorporated  in  1863.  It  then  had  a 
population  of  13,000  :  it  has  now  a  popu- 
lation of  25,000.  In  1863  the  rateable 
valuation  was  £58,000  ;  it  is  now 
£111,000.  Since  Pembroke  was  incorpo- 
rated a  township  something  like 
£1,000,000  has  been  spent  on  houses 
and  on  the  improvement  of  the 
township,  l)esides  a  large  amount  in 
electric  lighting.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  who  moves  that  this  Bill  be  con- 
sidered spoke  of  the  want  of  drainage  in 
some  of  these  townships.  I  think  it  is 
somewhat  audacious  of  anylKKly  speaking 
on  ])eha]f  of  tlic  Dublin  Coi-poration  to 
mention  in  this  House  the  drainage  of 
any  other  Corporation.  If  there  is  one 
matter  more  than  another  which  is  an 
absolute  disgrace  to  the  Corporation  of 
Dublin,  it  is  the  manner  in  which  they 
have  neglected  the  drainage  of  the  city. 
Let  me  tell  you  something  of  the  history 
of  the  drainage  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  and 
particularly  in  relation   to  Pembroke  and 

^fr.  Cd/'iion. 


Kathmines.  As  far  back  as  1871  a  Com- 
mittee sat  with  reference  to  the  drainage 
of  Dublin  and  the  surrounding  townships. 
In  1871  the  Dublin  Corporation  were 
authorised  to  make  a  system  of  main 
drainage,  not  merely  for  Dublin  but  for 
the  surrounding  townships.  What  did 
they  do  1  Nothing.  Pembroke  and 
Kathmines,  having  waited  for  some 
!  years  to  see  if  anything  would  be 
j  done,  came  to  this  House  and  got  a  Bill 
I  to  carry  out  their  own  main  drainage  at 
j  considerable  expense.  They  spent  upon 
j  main  drainage  something  like  £100,000, 
j  and  those  are  two  of  the  townships  which 
you  are  now  asked  to  annex.  They  have 
I  repaid  by  means  of  a  sinking  fund"  some- 
I  thing  like  £14,000  or  £15,000,  and  there 
I  has  been  no  complaint  of  the  drainage  of 
I  Pembroke  or  Kathmines,  while  the  drain- 
age system  of  Dublin  has  stood  where 
it  was,  and  is  only  now  being  carried  out 
after  a  lapse  of  some  28  years.  And, 
Pembroke  and  Kathmines  having  got 
this  system  of  drainage  at  enormous  ex- 
pense, you  are  now  asked,  by  one  provi- 
sion of  this  Bill,  to  dissolve  their  Drainage 
Board  and  to  permit  the  Corporation  of 
the  City  of  Dublin  to  tiike  over  this 
system  of  drainage  which  deals  only  with 
those  two  townships,  and  which  has  been 
erected  for  their  own  l)cnefit.  The  Board, 
which  has  worked  well  since  1877,  is 
also  to  be  dissolved,  and  no  doubt  these 
townships  will  be  asked  to  contribute,  by 
the  exercise  of  ])oiTowi!ig  powers,  to  the 
drainage  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  which  has 
been  so  long  neglected.  When  the  hon. 
and  learned  Mem])er  put  forward  this 
question  of  drainage  1  think  it  would 
have  been  well  if  he  could  have  shown  that 
the  Dublin  Corporation  had  put  their  own 
house  in  order  before  they  came  to  say 
anything  with  regard  to  the  drainage  of 
these  townships.  The  case  of  Clontarf  is 
another  case  where  the  rateable  value  has 
increased  enormously  since  thev  got  their 
Bill  of  1869.  It  has  very  nearly  doubled, 
and  the  population  has  nearly  trebled. 
As  I  said  before,  the  fiercely  con- 
tested question  on  the  recent  elections 
was,  not  'whether  the  candidates  were 
Unionist  or  Nationalist,  but  whether 
they  were  in  favour  of  annexation  or  not. 
A  candidate  who  came  forward  merely  as 
a  Unionist  or  Nationalist  had  not  the  least 
chance  of  getting  on  the  Board.  Therefore 
you  have  the  position  of  all  the  townships 
objecting  to  this  Bill,  and  all  of  them 
more  or  less  increasing  ii\  their  prosperity 
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under  the  system  of  t^overnment  which 
they  have  already,  vhiy,  then,  should 
this  Bill  l)e  passed  1  There  can  be  no 
douht  that  it  would  he  for  the  benefit  of 
the  City  of  Dublin,  but  that  is  not  suffi- 
cient for  thia  House.  Why  should  one 
corporation  swamp  five  or  six  other 
corporations  principally  for  the  benolit  of 
the  one  eorponition  ?  It  is  unprece- 
dented to  attempt  any  such  task.  But, 
after  all,  what  has  Vn^en,  and  what  is,  the 
tendency  of  legislation  in  this  House  1 
You  have  set  up  in  England  county 
councils,  district  councils,  aud  parish 
councils,  so  that  each  locality  may  have 
the  intelligence  of  it^s  own  representa- 
tives to  see  to  the  wants  of  that  particular 
locality.  Sir,  that  is  exactly  what  yon 
are  asked  to  aljolish  in  the  piesent  case. 
You  are  at  the  present  moment,  m  rela- 
tion to  London,  asked  t-o  set  up  munici- 
palities in  pbice  of  vestries.  What  is 
that  except  setting  up  the  very  townships 
that  you  are  asked  here  by  this  Bill  to 
destroy  in  Ireland  t  I  submit  that 
no  case  has  l)een  made  out  for  annexa- 
tion, and  no  case  of  advant^age  to  the 
townships  that  you  are  fisked  to  put  an 
end  to.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
e^iniestly  hope  that  the  House  will  say 
that  this  is  a  matter  that  requires  the  very 
gravest  consideration.  I  know  that  many 
Members  are  lerl  away — and  naturally  and 
properly  led  away — by  the  fact  that  after 
this  Bill  has  |>asscd  its  Second  Reading 
a  Select  CVimmittco  hears  evidence.  As 
I  said  before,  this  cAse  is  a  very  excep- 
tional one  in  consequence  of  the  great 
divergence  of  views  of  that  Committee, 
and  under  those  circumstances  I  hope 
the  House  will  reject  the  Bill  I  have 
only  to  say  that  my  bori.  friend  the 
Member  for  South  Dublin,  who,  at  con- 
siderable inconvenience  to  himself,  by 
i-eason  of  an  accident  which  we  all  so 
much  deplore,  came  down  to  the  House 
yesterday  when  the  Bill  was  rlown  on  the 
Paper — Ix^cause  his  constituency,  which  is 
partly  composed  of  Rath  mines,  is  very 
much  interested  in  this  Bill — had  under- 
taken to  second  my  motion  to  reject  the 
Bill ;  and  I  am  sure  the  House  will  greatly 
regret  to  hear  from  the  telegram  I  have 
just  received  from  him,  that  he  has  met 
with  another  serious  accident,  and  is  un- 
able to  attend. 

Amendment  proposed— 

**  To  leave  out  the  word  '  now/  and  at  the 
end  of  thti  Quci^tion  to  add  the  words  '  upon 
this  day  thi-oe  mouths/** — {}fr,  Carson,) 


Question  proposed^ 


"Tliatthe  word  'now*   stand  part   of   the 
Question." 

*Mr.  JOHNSON-FERGUSON  {Leices^ 
tor,    Loughbor.tugh)  :  As  Chairman  of  the 
Committee   that  had   this   Bill  l>efnre  it^ 
the  responsibility  rested  on   me  of  giving 
the  existing  vote  wh  ich  deciiled   whether 
I  the  preamble  of  the  Bill  should  or  should 
I  not  be  passed  by  tht?  Committee,   and   I 
ha^l    better     at   once   state   the    reasons 
which  led  me  to  take  so  responsible  a  step. 
'  The  hon.   Member  who  moved  the  con- 
sideration   of    this     Bill    reminded    the 
I  House  that  nothing  has  l>een  done  in  the 
way  of    extending  the  boundary  of  the 
I  City  of  Dublin  since  it  was  Jlxed  in  1840. 
I  Prior  to  that  time   the   portions  of  what 
;  are  now  the  townships  of  Clontai'f  in  t  he 
north  and  Pembroke  in  the  south  were  in- 
I  eluded  within   the  city  boundary  ;  but  in 
I  1840  these  two  districts  were  cut  out  of 
I  the  city.     Since  that  time  the  population 
j  of  the  city  has  very  largely  spread   into 
j  the  surrounding  districts,  and  the  five  town- 
I  ships,  or  urban  districts  as  we  should  know 
I  them  in  England,  governed  by  councillors^ 
j  have  since  l>een   formed.     On  the  north 
there  are  the  townships  of  Clontarf  and 
I  Drumcondra  ;  on  the  west.  New  Kilmain- 
ham  ;  and  on   the  south,  Hathniines  and 
Rathgar,  and  Pembroke.     At  two  points 
only   the  County  of  I)ubliii  comes  up  to 
I  the    Viciundary    of    the     presertt    City    of 
I  Dublin,  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Dublin 
University  seeme<i  to  forget  that,  except 
at  these  two  xery  ?;maO  piints,  these  five 
townships  practically  cut  oW  the  county 
I  district  which  it  was  proposed  tii  annex. 
It  would  Ihj  practically  impossiide  fur  the 
Committee  or  this  House  to  entertain  the 
idea   of   annexing   any    portic»a    of    the 
county  district  to  the  city  without  at  the 
same  time  including  the  towTiships  within 
ita  boundary.     In  iwldition  to  that,   these 
townships  have  been  frequently  spoken  of 
as  municipal  hodies,  but  tfioy  are  nothing 
of  the  sort.     They  are  nuthing  more  than 
urlian    districts    as   we   know    them    in 
England,  and  under  the  Local    Govern- 
ment     Act       of       hist       .year^      their 
governing     bodies     have      simply      he- 
come    urban    district    councils.      What 
this  Bill,  in  the  form  in   which  it  passed 
its  Second  Reading,  proposed  to  tio  was  to 
extend    the    l^oundary    of    the   City   of 
Dublin  so  as  to  include,  in  the  fir^t  j)!ao©, 
these  five  townships^  having  an  area  of 
6.100  acrefl,  and  a  population  in   1891  of 
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71,000,  Knt  now  aliout  85,000.  Then 
you  have  the  county  area,  amounting  to 
7,500  acres,  with  a  population  in  1H91 
of  12,800,  now  about  14,000.  Then 
there  is  what  w  known  as  *^  sloh-land/' 
extending  to  aijout  5,000  acres,  being 
practically  the  estuary  of  the  River 
Liffey,  tin:'  whole  of  which  is  covered 
with  water  at  high  ti(k%  and  consists 
merely  of  Bantl-liiinks  or  mud-banks  when 
the  tide  is  out,  mid  on  which  there  is  no 
populatitin  whatever.  The  Committee 
decided  in  the  first  place  to  strike  out  of 
the  Bill  that  slob  land.  That  being  under 
the  control  of  the  Port  and  Harbour 
Board,  on  which  the  Corporation  of 
Dublin  has  a  very  huge  representation, 
the  Committee  considered  it  would  l)e 
exceedingly  nndesirable  to  have  two 
possibly  conflicting  authorities  exei-cisfng 
control  <jver  land  ujjon  the  proper  manage- 
nieut  of  which  so  lirgely  depends  tlie 
main tcnat ice  of  the  navigable  eharmel  of 
the  River  Liffey  up  to  Dtihh'n  itself. 
They  ako  struck  out  6,000  acres  of  the 
area  of  the  county  which  had  been  pro- 
posed to  be  annexcfb  because  it  was 
evident  to  the  CoTumittcc  that  so  far  the 
population  of  the  city  of  I)ul>lin  ha,s  not 
to  any  material  extent  spread  on  to  those 
6,000  acres.  In  the  Bill  in  its  present 
form  it  is  propos<Ml  to  add  t«i  the  city  the 
five  townships  and  about  1,500  acres  of 
land  frt)m  the  county  lying  iietween 
the  townships  of  Driimconili'a  and  New 
Kilmainham  in  the  ututh,  and  New  Kil- 
mainhain  and  Rathmines  in  the  south. 
The  populatioti  of  these  ttiwnships  and 
the  population  of  the  eoimty  area  which  we 
profKJse  should  be  annexed  is  practically 
the  overflow  of  the  City  of  Dublirt.  With 
the  exception  fif  the  township  of  Kilmain- 
ham,  the  whole  of  the  tlistnct  we  pro|>oae 
to  annex  is  a  i*eaiflential  district  in 
which  the  well  -  to  -  do  inliabitants  of 
the  City  of  Dublin  come  out  to 
reside.  Kilmainliam,  on  the  other  hand, 
ia  mainly  occupied  with  the  works  of  the 
Great  Southei'U  and  Western  Rsdlway, 
with  a  population  of  7,000  persons  en- 
gaged, more  oi^  less  direct  I  v,  with  those 
work?^,  while  a  very  large  proportion  of 
the  men  engaged  in  these  works  live 
inside  the  City  of  I>!d>lin,  and  go  out  in 
the  morning  to  the  works,  returning  to 
the  city  at  night.  In  the  second  place, 
the  tow^nship  of  F*em broke,  though  out- 
side the  lioundary  of  the  municipal  City 
of  Dii1i!iri,  is  inside  the  boundary  (A  the 
Parliamentary  City  of   IHiblin.      In  the 

Mr.  Joknson'Fer(/ii^n, 


third  place,  the  whole  of  the  area  k 
the  present  time  subject  to  the 
bridge  tfix  as  is  the  City  of  Dublin  itself 
and  with  the  exception  of  Cloiitarf  tm 
alxmt  one  half — the  northern  half — of  thi 
township  of  Drumeonrlra,  it  is  under  thi 
control,  and  pays  the  rate  towards  th< 
maintenance  of  the  Metropolitan  Police. 
With  the  exception  of  Rathmines,  which 
has  a  separate  water  supply  of  its  own, 
the  whole  of  these  districts  derive  their 
water  supply  fioru  the  City  of  Dublin. 
With  the  exception  of  Rath  mines  and 
Pe m  1  noke — w h  i  ch  h  ave  a  separat  e  d rai  nage 
scheme,  which  the  hon.  MemlTer  for 
Dublin  University  has  alluded  to,  liut  to 
which  I  cannot  give  so  high  a  character 
as  he  seems  to  do — the  w^hole  di*aiiiage 
of  these  districts,  where  it  exists,  Hows  ia 
its  crude  state,  either  into  the  Liffey  or 
on  to  the  slolvlands.  So  far  as  f^ew^ 
Kilniainham  and  the  area  of  the  county 
are  concerned,  it  wfis  clearly  proved  to 
the  Committee  that  no  scheme  of  main 
drainage  could  be  introduced  for  those 
districts  except  in  cooperation  wdth  the 
main  drainage  system  of  the  City  of 
Dublin  :  and  so  far  as  Clontarf  and  Drum- 
con  dra  are  concerned,  it  w^ould  be  a  much 
more  costly  undertaking  to  construct  a 
separate  main  drainage  scheme  for  theni 
w^hich,  after  filtering  the  sewage,  would 
discharge  a  clear  effluent  into  the  sea, 
than  it  would  l>e  for  them  to  join  the 
main  drainage  system  of  the  City  of 
[>ublin,  which  i^  now  l>eing  const ructetl 
The  whole  of  these  districts  derive' 
their  supply  of  gas  from  works  in- 
side the  City  of  Dublin,  Then,  I 
must  differ  from  the  hon.  Memlier 
for  Dublin  University  with  respect  to  the 
indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Dublin.  Ac- 
cording to  the  figures  which  were  laid* 
before  the  Committee,  and  which  were 
never  disputed,  the  indebtedness  of  the^ 
City  of  Dublin  at  the  present  momeiit  is 
XI, 5 62,000,  of  which  nlmin  £7^0,000  was, 
expended  in  the  construction  of  the 
waterworks — ^a  highlv  remunerative 
undertaking,  the  whole  of  which  will  be 
paid  off  within  the  next  45  years.  In 
addition  to  that,  the  City  of  l>ublin  has 
an  income  denved  from  other  aourcea. 
than  that  of  ratea^  of  something  like 
X80,000,  of  which  £30,000  is  derived, 
from  the  rents  of  the  Corporation  pro-  ^ 
perty,  an  item  which  is  rapidly  increasing 
ni  value,  and  which  was  stated  in  evidence 
H^ould  in  the  course  of  three  years,  owing 
to  the  falling  in  of  leases,  yield  to  the  city 
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a  clear  anmtnl  lentnl  of  £37,000  a  yeiii', 
X30,000  of  this  iiieunie  is  <lcrivetl  fmm 
the  siile  of  water   by   the  Curporati**n  for 
manufacturing      purposes,      £10,000     is 
derived  from  an  annual  payrneut  from  the 
Tramway  Company  in  ttie  City  t»f  DubHri 
for  the  use  of  the  streets,  while  there  is 
£10,000    derived    from     other    sources. 
Lastly,  I  should  like  Members  who  sit  for 
constituencies  in   England  or  Scotland — 
who  are  not  familiar  (as  I  myself  was  not)  , 
with  the  methmlsof  valuation  in  F^nlilin— 
clearly    to    understand  that   the  system 
xnth  respect  to  valuation   pursued  in  Ire- 
land  seems  to  l>e  toudly  diJierent  from 
the  system  in  this  country.     There  seems 
to  be  no  power  of  raising  the  valuation — 
in  fact^  it  was  given  in  evidence  Itefore  the 
Committee    that   there    is    no   power  of 
raising  the  valuation  of  a  prc»perty  after 
it  has  once  been  value<l,  except  a  general 
valuation  is  taking  place,   or  unless  some 
important   structural   alteration    is  niiwle 
in     it,         So     that     in     the     case     of 
an    old    city,  such  as    that    of    Dublin, 
while    the     valuation    may    fall    if    the 
property  depreciates  in  value,  it  cannot  1«? 
raised   where   the    property    increases    in 
value,     I  took  the   responsibihty  of  send- 
ing over  to  l>ublin  for   ilr.  Barton,  Com- 
missioner of  V^aluations,  in  Dublin  Castle, 
and    he   gave  it  in    evidence   before   the 
Committee    that  if  a   re -valuation    takes 
place,  a^   provided   for  in   this  Bill,  the 
valuation    of  the   City    of   Dublin   itself 
would   l>e  raised   by   from   20  t**   25  per 
cent.,  while  that  of  the  townships  would 
be   raised   by    from    10  to    15   per  cent. 
Now,    Sir,    1    also   notice  that    the    hon. 
Member  for  Dublin  Ujiiversity  stated  that 
t  was  eirJr^-dy  ontrary   to  the  custom  of 
this    Hou^e   to   extend  tje    Ixiundary  of 
cities  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the 
difttriets  to  be  annexed     I  entirely  differ 
from  him.  1  fully  admit  that  some  twenty 
years  ago  that    was  the   custom  of  this 
Houfie,  but  it  certainly  has  not   lieen  the 
custom  of  the  Committees  u[>stairs  for  the 
last  ten  or  fifteen  years.     In  the  case  of 
Leamington,  when  it  applied  for  powers 
to  absorb  the  url*an  districts  of  Milvertoii 
and  Lillingtun,  that  was  contested  liefore 
an  Inquiry  iiistitutefl  by  the  Loijil  Govern- 
ment Boiinl,   it  was  contested   upiui  the 
Provisitirml  Order  upstairs^  and  I   Ijeiieve 
the  contest  was  carried  on  even  to  the 
House   of   Loixis.     Southampton   in  pre- 
cisely   the    same    way,    in    the    face    of 
at^^enuous  opposition,  al>sorlH:*d Shirley  and 
Freemantle,     In     1891    Cheltenham    a)*- 
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sortied  Chariton  Kings  and  I#eckharapton. 
There  agturi  it  was  fought  with  the  utmost 
determination.  In  1897  Plyuiouth  ali- 
sorbcd  Compton  Gitiard  and  some  otlier 
utijan  districts  surrounding  it,  while  in 
the  same  year  Bristol,  having  Inien  defeated 
in  1895  in  its  efiorts  to  extend  its 
boundaries,  got  its  Bill  through  Parlia- 
ment, absoibiug  Stapleton  and  Hor- 
field,  with  a  pL>pulation  of  between 
70,000  and  80,000,  although  the  Bill  wii« 
fought  right  up  to  the  House  of  Lordis. 
In  1898  Devon  port  liad  a  Bill  gnmted  it 
which  inchuled  within  it  St.  Budeaux  and 
Penny  Cross.  We  have  hmJ  a  very 
gocxl  example  in  this  House  within  the 
last  few  weeks.  Have  we  not  in  this 
House  been  eiigagetl  recently  const itutijig 
a  City  of  Westminster  f  Have  hon. 
Memliers  entirely  forgotten  the  opposi- 
tion to  the  Bill  which  was  miule  by  the 
Strand  to  its  absorption  insitle  the  City 
of  Greater  Westminster.  I  hold  here  a 
circular — which  was  probably  sent  to  every 
Member  of  this  House — containing  a  list 
of  twelve  resolutions  passeil  by  ditter'ent 
bodies  within  the  last  few  mciiiths  in.side 
the  Borough  of  the  Stnmd,  protesting 
against  being  inclutied  in  the  City  of 
Greater  Westminster,  and  in  every  case 
the  objections  urged  against  their  alisorp- 
tion^and  which  were  ignored  by  the 
House — were  precisely  the  same  objee 
tlons  as  those  which  are  now  being  urgcil 
l>y  these  ti^wnships  against  being  included 
in  this  City  of  Greater  Dublin,  namely, 
the  destniction  of  their  self-govLuninent 
and  the  pj'oi>ability  of  their  rates  licing 
materially  enlianeed.  hi  every  case 
where  the  House  has  to  deal  with  theae 
tjuestiouH  —or  where  a  Committee  upstairs 
has  to  deal  with  instances  of  this  kind 
— wdiat  the  Committee  has  harl  to 
decide  is— are  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  and  are  the  arguments  brought 
forward  in  support  of  the  c^vse  suffici- 
ently strong  to  justify  them  in  over* 
riding  the  opposition  of  the  distncts 
which  it  is  proposed  t<»  annex,  I  certainly 
will  not  trouble  the  House  with  attempt- 
ing  to  go  through  the  evidence  of  the 
71  witnesses,  but  there  is  the  evidence 
of  two  gentlemen  who  came  forwarrl  in 
support  of  this  I  ill,  to  which  I  wish  to 
call  the  iittention  of  tlie  Hous<\  Kcuise 
these  two  gentleman  occupierl  exceptional 
positioFJs,  They  cauiu-t  be  consi^lcred  in 
any  way  fj-  parfe  witnesses,  and  from  the 
position  which  they  occupy  now — t>r  have 
(Xjcupied   in    the   past — they    have    htul 
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exCL'ptioiutl  means  of  knowing  what  tlie 
cireuTu  Stan  COS  of  tliis  particuiar  case  are. 
Tho  fii-at  geiitlemiin  U  Sir  Francis 
MacCabe,  who  from  187^i  tft  1888  wiis 
tht^  Inspector  of  the  Dulilin  District ' 
under   the   Local  Government   Board  of 


going  out  of  il  /igain  at  ni^ht  ia  a  lar^e  popn-  , 
lation,  and  Jins  increas^erl  (hiring  your  ount  ' 
recollection  »iiH-e  you  have  l>eeu  resident  ?  ** 

And  he  rephed  : 


*  Yea,    dtH'ideOlv  ;    very  largely 


mcj 


reased. 


Ir.^knd;  and  from   18SS  in  18118  he  w^as  |  ^V^^^,  '»>'  ^^vund  rea.M)n  for  favouring  the 

pnnmple  o»  «TaiexatJon.  !  tntnk  that  the 
pieseiit  nosiiiiin  u(  jitfairs  is  e^^.Helltiatly  tm- 
just  to  tlie  i'ity  of  Dublin,  The  teiideucj 
for  30  yeais  Iihh  he<'n  for  the  ritdi  and  the 
w^ell  tonlo  ofri«si.'B    to    lejive    thy  city    ami     to 


th>  Medical  Commis^sioncr  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  of  Ireland.  I  may 
smnmarise  tlie  evidence  which  he  gave 
before  ns  tlms :  that  tlje  Sfinltary  SUIT 
of  IhjLlin  is  one  of  the  mo8t  eflicient  in 
the  United  Kingdom  ;  that  the  main- 
tenance of  scpiirate  sanitJUT  statls  for  the 
five  separate  t<>vvnship.s  wuh  both  extmva- 
gunt  and  inclhcient,  and  that  three  out 
of  the  five  tuwnships  had  not  even 
iWJopted  the  Notification  of  Infectious 
Diseases  Act ;  and,  lastly^  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  it  is  impossible 
for  the  sanitary  condititin,  and  therefore 
the  health,  of  Greater  Dubhn  to  lj43  made 
what  it  ought  to  l>e  unles-s  the  whole  dis- 
trict is  merged  in  one  city,  and  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Met  Heal  Officer  of 
Health  of  Dublin,  mo  i\s  iu  have  one  ^  Then  he  is  asked  tliis  question 
uniform  sanitary  authority  over  the  whole 
of  that  city.  The  other  gentleman  to 
whose  evidence  I  wish  to  (h^aw  the 
attention  of  the  House,  is  that  of  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Tyrone,  the 
Secretary  to  the  Loc^d  Governnient  Bimrd 
of  this  country.  I  would  suraiuarise 
his     evidence     in    these     words.        The 


migrate  to  the  townshins.  1  do  not  complain 
fjl  U-  It  was  ah^rjhrteiv  nece*<sary  that  tbey 
nhouUt  do  M> :  hut  thti  fact  i^^  aB  I  have  aaio, 
and  it  tells  heavily  against  the  intereste  of 
the  city/ 

And  then  ho  goes  on  to  descrilje  what 
has  taken  place,  and  after  giving  an  in- 
stance, lie  finishes  with  these  w^ords  : 

*' I  attrilMite  it  Jiluiost  entirely  to  the  fact 
that  the  jkxu"  hjiNt'  been  loft  simply  to  stow 
in  their  own  jn\vi\  niul  tlit*  rich  and  well-to- 
do  have  j^roiu'  where  foisooth  they  have  lower 
rates,  and  tht^e  ijeu|de  are  left  to  take  care 
of  tliemseives  a.s  ijusi  they  can.  It  is  deplor* 
able  " 


*'  I  iiuppose  this    mrt 
IlftI 


left  behind    ooataina 


reasons  he  urged  for  the  extension  of  this 

lH3undary  are  {!)  that  tlie  interest,  of   the 

city  and  townships  are  ei>nnnon  interests  ; 

(2)  that  the  present  i>osition  under  which       **      ^      .       , 

4.U     ^;  \.    -.     ,.*     f  +i;>  r.,Vir  o«^   i««,T  .   +1,  .    true  of  other  unnr«>veTfients  in  re^^ard  to 

the  rich  go  out  of  the  city  and  leave  tlie  ^  ^^.^^.  ^^^,^,^^^^^^  ^^^^\^-^^  -^  aeplete.1  of  tliL^  cl 


almoet  all  tlie  poor  ' 

And  he  answei'e<l : 

*'  In    tht^   north    side   of   the   city  tliat 
almost  ?^o/' 

Then  he  is  asked 

"  Tht>se  art*  tlie  aiti^^ans  who  work  iii  DubUn 
ami  round  alout,  I  take  it?' 

To  which  he  rcidies  : 

'  YeH  ',  and  what  is  true  of  the  Poor  Lawl 


city 
poor  to  bear  the  burdens  is  essentially 
unjust  to  the  City  of  Dubhn ;  (3)  that 
the  rate  of  mortality  is  a  scandal ;  (4) 
that  the  disposjd  of  the  sewage  of  the 
t.ownshij>8  is  a  scandal  ;  and,  hwtly,  that 
the  maintaining  of  five  or  six  different 
sanitary  stafls  leads  to  inetficient  and 
extravagant  expenditure.  I  wish  to 
quote  one  or  two  extracts  from  his  evi- 
(lencL*,  so  that  the  J  louse  may  hear  the 
opinion  of  the  hon.  Member  in  his  own 
words.     He  says  : 

*'  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  interest  that  is 
not  a  cruiinion  interest  hetweeo  the  City  of 
l)uhHn  and  tbene  town9hi|M.  That  in  the  first 
ri'asoii  why  1  am  in  favour  of  this  anndgama* 
tion." 

Then  he  was  asked : 

"  I  suppose  this  pfipnlatirts  to  which  yon 
refer  coming  into  the  city  ia  Lhe  iiioming  aad 

Mr,  Johtison-FcTtfiison. 


of  pL*i>plH  and  of  the  resources  and  aid  Umt 
they  would  hrin^  lo  the  city.  Works  of  great 
iniproveiaent  wliitb  ou«;ht  to  l>e  carried  out  In 
Dublin  cannot  he  undertaken  ljeeau.se  the 
citen  are  at  a  point  where  it  is  almost  dan- 
l^erfjus  that  they  should  be  incre^ised.  To 
eollet  t  them  wnidd  dt^feat  their  own  ends.  In 
the  third  plue.  I  uni  rjuite  convinced  that  the 
Irtist  interests  of  hnth  the  towushipH  and  the 
city  are  involv^il  in  the  sett  lenient  of  this 
r|uestioD,  I  will  taike  the  case  of  the  public 
health  of  Dublin,  T)o^  public  healtli  of  Dublin 
is  at  a  very  low  e1>lh  I  know  thai  a  ^eat 
many  peojfle  try  f  o  make  it  lietter  than  it  ia, 
but  i  have  l>een  1  behind  the  scenes,  and  I  have 
proves!  this  for  myself,  and  I  af>|dy  to  the  City 
of  Dublin  the  sunie  tests  that  V  would  applj* 
to  an  Kni^iif^h  city  of  the  Local  Government 
lioard.  Typhoid  w  almost  pennaneotly  resident 
in  our  miil^t.  I  affirm  that.  The  infantile  mor- 
tality of  Ihililin  IS  a  r^eandal,  1  know  of  no 
city  In  the  Cnited  Kingdom  where  the  infantile 
mortality  i^  iv^  hit^h  a^  in  the  City  of  Dublin, 
and  if  tlie  ( 'ommittee  ask  why  tlnit  should  be 
HO  I  ny  an^  wr*^  i^  |daui.  T&ke  the  main  drainage 
of  Dublin. ' 
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He  goes  on  to  say  — 

"  The  roHson  why  the    main    drainage  of 

Dublin  was  not  taken  over  25  or  30  yeara  aj[o 
hft!«  l>6eii  alj«olutely  the  Uck  of  money.  It  ia 
lor  no  other  reason.  The  Dulilm  T'oriTOratioTi, 
I  fe^jl  perfectly  free  La  sa>%  is  not  an  ideal 
*jorp*iration  from  my  atantlpoiot.  but  I  am 
firmly  corivinceU  tlmt  the  Duhlin  Coriioratbn 
wouhi  have  tacklorl  a  scheme  of  main  arainage 
25  yearn  ago  hut  for  the  enonuoii?^  co«t  in- 
volved in  it  and  tlic  twiverty  of  the  people  in 
the  main  who  are  tne  ratiij payers  of  Diihlin. 
Now,  if  we  have  typhoid  resident  amongst  as, 
and  if  this  infantile  inortalitj  \%  as  I  aaid^  a 
seandal,  and  such  as  in  to  he  found  nowhere 
else*  it  m  almost  entirtdy  due  to  two  t'ai];9ea — 
the  lack  of  main  drainage  and  the  very  im- 
perfect HystBio  of  house  tlrainage  that  we 
nave.  But  tiieae  things  I  represent  are  due  to 
want  of  funds.  an"l  the  want  of  fund»  is  largely 
due  to  the  fact  tliat  the  well-to-do  have  ffoue 
from  our  midst  and  left  us  to  get  on  as  Ijeat 
we  may." 

There  is  onW  one  other  extract  wMch  I 
will  read,     The  hon.  Memher  said  : — 

**If  I  were  asked  what  the  townshiijs  would 

Fiiin  by  being  annexed  to  the  City  of  Dublin, 
should  ^tate  that  I  think  tliey  are  in  reality 
citizen?^  *>f  Duhlin  in  everjthinj^  Imt  the  duties 
of  citizeushi|».  That  \^  my  first  auawer.  I 
aay  that  they  spend  thinr  liay  in  Dublin  ;  they 
make  their  foi  tunes  in  Dujblin  \  they  use  the 
atreeU  of  Dublin  ;  thoy  use  all  the  iustitutions 
of  Duhlin ;  and  then  they  leave  all  these 
things  to  l>e  kept  up  by  people  much  poorer 
than  themselve*^  I  say  that  is  a  state  of 
thingf^  which  ought  not  to  exist ;  and  instead 
of  the  township*  asking  what  they  are  to  get,  I 
ask  the  question,  What  do  they  owe  to  the  city 
where  they  make  their  fortunes,  and  wbicli 
tliey  use  every  day  of  their  lives?  I  say 
in  everything  hut  the  upkeep  of  Dublin  they 
are  citizens. " 

I  will  not  trouble  the  House  with  any 
further  quotations  from  the  evidence  of 
my  hon.  friend.  I  do  say  this,  that  in  the 
face  of  such  evidence  as  that  it  re- 
quires the  very  strongest  arguments  on 
the  part  of  the  opponents  of  the  Bill  and 
the  very  strongest  evidence  to  show 
that  the  evidence  of  my  hon.  friend 
and  Sir  Francis  MacCabe  is  not  to  be  relied 
on  by  the  Committee.  Now,  let  us  see 
what  the  evidence  of  the  opponents  of 
the  Bill  was.  I  say  that  the  opposition 
to  it  was  mainly  a  rating  opposition. 
Time  after  time  I  put  this  question  to 
representative  witnesses  when  they  came 
before  us,  **  Is  it  not  in  the  main  owing 
to  the  fear  of  increasefl  rates  that  you  are 
objecting  %  "  And  the  answer  was  almost 
in  every  case,  "  Yes,  in  the  main  it  is." 
Now,  how  far  is  the  evidence  of  my  hon. 
friend  borne  out  by  witnesses  on  the 
opposition    aide  1      Take    the    case    of 


Kilmainhani.     A  Mr.  Michael  Flood,  who 
citrae    forvranl   as   a   witness    on    behalf 
of   the    Urban   Council   of    Kilniainham, 
stilted  that  the  township  was  in  debt  to 
the  treasurer ;  that  where  there  was  any 
drainage  at  all   it   was   in   a   very   Imd 
sttite,  and  the  drains  go  into  the  Lifley  ; 
that  the  Notitication  of  Discuses  Act   has 
not  been  adopted  :  and  that,  though  they 
make  no  payment  whatever  to  the  City 
of  Dnl^lin  towards  the  hospitals,  they  send 
all  their  patients  there  when  they  have  to 
be    sent    to    a    hospital    at    all.       For 
Drumcondra     Mr.     H,     Lindsay     came 
forward,    and    his    evidence    was     that 
the     financial    position    of    that    town- 
ship was  very  bad,  and  that  the  Go^  em- 
nient  auditors'  remarks  were  imfavoiirable 
to  the  township  management.     Mr,  Petit, 
clerk  to  the   Urban    District  Council,  in 
cross-examination,  said  that  the  township 
was  not  provided  with  any  sanitary  appli- 
ance or  oversight ;  w^hile  Mr.  J.   Buckley, 
C.E.,  surveyor  to  the  township,  said  that 
though  they  hcid  a  certain  kind  of  filtra- 
tion   scheme,    over    686    loail«  of  sludge 
from  tanks  was  allowed  to  accumulate  for 
12    months  in  the  very  centre  of  most 
thickly  populated  parts  of  the  townships 
and  no  attempt  had  l>een  made  to  clear  it 
away,  though  repeated  complaints  had  been 
made  to  the  sanitary  authorities.     This  is 
a  question  of  rates.     1  see  it  is  stated  aa 
an  argument  against  the  Bill,  in  a  circidar 
by  one  of  the  townships,  that  the  rates  of 
that  tow^nahip  were  only  3s.   6d.,   while 
those  of  the  City  of  Dublin  were  98.  4d, 
That   18   incorrect,   for   it   compares  the 
whole  rates  of  the  city  with  the  municipal 
and  sanitary  rates  of  the  township.     The 
position   is  this,    that   in   the   city    the 
mimicipal   rate   is   Gs.  4d  while   in   the 
townships   it   varies     from    3s.     6d.     to 
4s.  lOd.  in  the  £,  or  an  average  of  4s.  6d. 
Allowing   for  the    fact   that   imder   the 
revaluation   which    will   take   place   the 
valuation    of    the    city    will    be    raised 
20     per     cent,,    and    the    valuation    of 
the  townships  10  per   cent.,  that  would 
correspond   to    a    rate    of    58.    2id.  for 
the      city      against     is.      Id.     in     the 
townships,   or  a  difference  of  about    Is. 
in  the  £L     Well,  as  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  Dublin  has  reminded  the 
HoUBe,  the  Committee  tried  to  deal  wnth 
that  by  proWding  that  in  the  case  of  the 
townships  of  Rathmines  and  Pembroke  the 
rate  should  not  exceed  the  present  rate 
for  a  period  of  ten  years,  because  we  con- 
sidered that,  having  constructed  a  mam 
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dramage  sjgteni,  though  not  by  any 
means  a  perfect  one,  still  they  deserv  eel 
more  favourable  treatment  than  the  other 
townships;  and  that  in  the  case  of  the 
other  t^jwnships  and  the  two  county 
areas  which  are  to  Yte  included  with  them 
the  rate  is  not  to  exceed  the  present  rate 
for  a  period  of  five  years.  Another 
objection  which  was  taken  to  the  inclusion 
wa§  that  under  the  scheme  of  the  Bill 
the  representation  which  was  proposed  to 
be  given  them  was  totally  inadequate. 
We  met  that  by  dividing  this  area,  after 
very  great  troultle,  into  seven  ^vards, 
giving  to  each  of  these  wards  the  same 
representation  as  the  city  wards — three 
councillors  and  one  alderman  to  the  ward 
— thus  giving  to  the  added  area  an 
aggregate  representation  of  2t^,  as  against 
60  for  the  fifteen  wards  of  the  city.  I 
venture  to  think  that  by  that  representa- 
tion and  by  the  method  in  which  we 
dealt  with  the  rating  of  the  added  area^ 
we  entirely  met  everything  which  may 
be  considered  a  real  grievance  on  the  part 
of  the  opposing  parties.  When  I  look  to 
the  fact  that  the  evidence  of  Sir  Francis 
McCalK*  and  my  hon.  friend  the 
Memlier  fnr  Tyrone  was  of  such  a  serious 
nature  as  I  have  read  to  the  House,  and 
seeing  that  during  the  whole  of  that 
inquiry  the  accuracy  of  my  hon.  friend's 
statements  was  never  challenged,  and  that 
the  facts  which  he  brought  lief  ore  us 
were  never  in  the  slightest  tlegi'ee  tlis- 
proved,  I  venture  to  think  that  I  had 
no  other  course  open  to  me  than  to  give 
my  casting  vote  for  the  Bill, 

♦Mr.  FISON  (York  W.  R,.  Doncjister) ; 
I  was  one  of  the  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee uftsUiirs  which  fur  a  long  penod 
heard  witnesses  and  arguments  on  this 
case,  and  therefore  tlesire  briefly  to 
address  the  House.  I  should  like  to  say, 
in  the  tirst  iiisuuue,  that  at  the  licginning 
of  the  iiHiniry,  if  I  hiwl  any  bias  at  all,  it 
waa  a  sentimental  one  in  favour  of  allow- 
ing the  City  of  I)uV>liji  to  have  a  larger 
and  more  prosperous  area.  But  after  sit- 
ting on  the  C^jmmittee  for  17  days,  and 
hearing  all  the  e^-idence,  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  proposnU  of  the  pro- 
moters of  tlie  Bill  were  not  really  con- 
ducive to  the  gfMxl  government' of  the 
district.  The  bias  crf  my  mind  was 
change<l  by  the  evidence  ttnd  arguments 
brought  l»efore  us.  AVc  heard  some  ten 
thousiind  questions  {)ut  and  answered^ 
and  certainly  I  think  it  woulil  l*e  unfair 

Mr,  Johnsan-FcTfjusmL 


if  I  were  not  to  s^^^Wnuch  the  Conn- 
mittce  were  indebted  to  the  members  of 
the  Irish  Bar  on  both  side^  for  the  great 
assistance  they  gave  us^  I  do  not  wish 
to  go  over  again  the  ground  so  ably 
traversecl  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Dublin  University  :  but  I  would 
remind  the  House  that  this  is  a  Bill  for 
the  inclusion  of  five  townships  and  a  iar^ 
portion  of  the  County  of  Ihiblin  in  the 
new  area  of  the  City  of  Ihiblin.  Perhaps 
the  strongest  reason  given  for  the  pro- 
posal was  that  the  City  of  Dublin  is  at 
present  congested,  that  the  City  is  un- 
healthy through  that  congested  populn- 
tion,  and  that  the  population  want  more 
room.  One  eminent  witness  informed  us 
that  Dublin  would  not  be  a  healthy  place 
until  50,000  of  the  population  had  gone 
out  of  the  present  area.  That,  I  think,  is 
an  exaggeration :  but  what  I  want  to 
point  out  to  the  Honse  is  that  the  whole 
tendency  of  the  promoters  of  this 
Bill  was  not  to  go  in  for  a  wider 
area  of  the  county,  Init  to  go  for 
the  populous  and  wealthy  areas  of  the 
tow^lships.  That  will  not  ije  contradicted 
liy  anyone  who  followed  the  evidence. 
If  you  were  to  t*ike  Rathmines  an<l  Pem- 
broke from  the  scope  of  the  Bill,  I  iKdieve 
the  Coiporation  of  Dublin  would  be 
scarcely  inclined  to  go  on  with  it,  I  do 
not  think  the  House  can  put  the  opposi- 
tion to  the  incorporation  of  the  townships 
on  the  local  ii  tit  hon  ties  alone  ;  for  the 
inhabitants  themselves  ai*e  oppctsed  to  it. 
It  is  quite  true,  as  an  hon.  Member 
opposite  said,  that  a  plebistitu  was  not 
taken,  but  that  applies  to  l>oth  sides. 


I     An  Hon,  Member  :    There  was   one 

I  in  the  city. 


I 


I  *Mh,  FISON  :  On  the  other  hand,  there 
were  no  petitions  in  its  favour.     There 

^  wiis  brought  lief  ore  the  Committee  on  a, 
late  day  a  simple  telegram  from  one  of  the 
smallci  townships,  saying  that  there  was 
a  feeling  there  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  But 
I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Hoiiae 
to  the  local  elections  w^hieh  tcwik  place  in 
January,  in  which  annexation  to  the  city 
was  nuide  a  test  questioji.  These  elec- 
tions were  held  on  a  much  more  popular 
Iwisis  than  wtis  previonsly  the  case  in 
IiclaiKl  The  electorate  of  Rtth mines  iri- 
crcascnl  in  Janujuy  from  l,tiOO  to  G.OOO. 
In  every  vti&t^  the  representutives  can  ied 
at  these  eleetions  in  all  tlit'  local  iMxlies, 
irrespective  of  political  ]*.irty  isnues,  Ave  re 
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men  pledged  to  resist  this  Bill  Xo  evi- 
dence was  sulimitted  to  ys  that  there  was 
even  a  siihstantial  minority  which  was  in 
favour  of  the  Bill,  and  I  do  not  think  any 
l>etter  teat  than  that  coidci  he  given  of 
the  wishes  of  the  in  habitants.  It  appears 
to  me  that  the  two  largest  townships — 
Rathraines  and  Pembroke— arc  really  the 
key  of  the  situation.  Rathmines  has  a  1 
population  of  32,000,  and  Pemliroke  of 
25^000.  There  are  2 1 1  horoughs  in 
England  ami  Wales,  of  which  20  return 
Memlwra  to  this  House  which  have  a  less 
population  than  liathmiries  ;  and  195 
boroughs  in  England  and  Wales  which 
have  a  less  jxjpulation  than  Pembroke. 
It  is  quite  true  that  Peml-roke  and  Kath- 
mines  are  not  municipal  areas  ;  but  why 
draw  a  rlisttnction  between  urVjan  district 
councils — which  you  have  only  reeently 
created— and  nHmicipal  areas  "?  These 
areas  have  go^erned  thoniselves  well  in 
the  past.  I  would  ask  the  House  to  com- 
pare the  way  in  which  the  City  of  Duhlin 
has  done  its  work  with  the  way  in  which 
these  townships  have  done  their  work. 
Rathmines  has  an  independent  water 
supply,  and  in  1893  the  City  of  Dublin 
had  to  come  to  Rathmines  to  ask  that 
township  to  help  the  city  with  its  water 
supply*  As  to  drainage,  the  story  has 
been  told  how,  in  1871,  the  Corporation 
obt^iined  a  Bill  along  with  the  townships 
for  drainage  purp«>ses,  \nnv  the  Coi-poration 
refuse<l  to  carry  the  scheme  out,  how 
Rathmines  and  Pembroke  allowed  their 
scheme  to  hang  up  ftjr  twelve  months  to 
permit  of  the  Corporation  coming  in,  and 
how  thi?  C'orpf>ration  have  even  yet  done 
nothing  except  to  start  their  drainage 
scheme.  1  cannot  agree  entirely  with 
what  the  hoiL  Member  fijr  Loughlxirough 
has  said  as  to  the  excellence  of  that  draiii- 
age  scheme  ;  but  I  thijik  that  the  evidence 
showed  that  the  joint  drainage  scheme  of 
Rathniinet^  ami  Pembroke  is  an  excellent 
one.  ^V^e  are  iiskerl  to  deal,  therefore,  with 
two  townships — one  of  whifh  has  Iwen  in 
existence  for  half  a  century  and  the  other 
for  36  years — and  both  of  which  have 
managed  their  own  affairs  better  than  the 
City  of  Dubhn.  It  woidd,  I  contend,  Imj 
a  very  strong  step  to  annex  them  to  the 
City  of  I>ul:»lin  against  their  wishes. 
We  are  told  that  differential  rating  would 
meet  the  case ;  but  differetitial  rating 
would  be  only  a  temporary  remedy,  ana 
it  would  give  oppt^rtunities  to  the  City  of 
Dublin  to  raise  money,  which  all  would 
eventually  have  to  pay  off.     In  regard  to 


representation,  it  is  true  that  this  Bill 
gives  a  larger  representation  to  the  town- 
ships than  foimerly.  There  are  15 
wards  in  the  City  of  Ehihlin,  with  a 
reprcsentatiou  of  three  councillors  and  an 
alderman,  which  gives  60  for  the  city ; 
and  it  is  proposed  to  add  seven  wards 
with  an  alderman  and  three  councillors  for 
each,  or  an  aggregate  of  28.  I  want 
to  put  it  to  the  House  if  a  town 
council  of  60  has  not  managed  its  affairs 
as  well  as  it  ought  to  have  done,  how  a 
council  of  SH  is  to  manage  better.  We 
are  told  that  there  are  no  preetMients  for 
the  course  we  are  taking,  but  I  venture  to 
say  that  there  are  no  piecedents  whatever 
for  including  five  tovvnships  in  a  city 
extension  area  when  these  townships  were 
unanimously  against  it.  There  may  no 
doiilit  have  been  precedents  where  the 
House  has  over-ridrlen  the  objections  of 
townshi|>s,  but  these  have  been  Ciisesof  bar- 
gain-making, where  the  townships  were 
wanting  to  come  in,  but  di<l  not  think  the 
terms  fair.  There  are  no  precedents, 
however,  where  so  many  t*iwnships  were 
annexed  totally  against  their  wishes. 

Col.  SAUNDERSON  (Armagh,  N.)  : 
The  House  has  derivtHi  a  v^ivy  erroneous 
impiessiou  rjf  the  state  of  affairs  relating 
to  the  atmexation  of  these  townships  to 
the  City  of  Dublin  if  dependence  is 
placed  on  the  speeches  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen the  Members  for  Waterford  and 
Loughboi'ough.  These  hon.  Members 
have  informed  the  House  that  they  l)elieve 
the  majority  of  the  people  in  these  town- 
ships are  in  favour  of  annexation,  but  if 
they  will  l>elieve  that  they  will  Ijelieve 
anything.  Only  two  days  ago  there  were 
meetings  in  several  of  the  townships  to 
eonsifler  the  scheme,  and  the  voting 
against  it  was  as  14  to  1.  In  Rathmines 
the  opposition  to  the  Bill  is  quite  unani- 
mous, and  in  ClonUirf  it  is  also  unanimous  ; 
and  how  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
has  eome  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
majority  of  the  people  in  these  townships 
are  in  favour  of  annexation  is  a  thing  I 
camiot  possibly  understand.  The  hon, 
and  learned  Gentleman  spoke  of  the  want 
of  public  spirit  on  the  part  of  these  town- 
ships in  not  siipportiiig  the  Duhlin 
hospitals,  and  fiom  that  the  House  might 
be  led  to  believe  that  the  Dublin  Corpo- 
ration  had  the  supervision  of  a  certain 
numljer  of  hospitals  in  Dublin.  But  they 
have  not  the  supervision  of  any  hospitals 
in  the  City  of  Dubhn,  though  they  may 
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Bub8cril>e  to  some  of  them.  \Miat  struck  that  the  main  sewer  of  Dulilin  has  always 
me  as  a  strange  act  ol  ingratittido  on  the  |  l»ecn  the  river  Liffey.  The  Corpora- 
part  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman    tion  of  I)ol>lin  had  a  Bill   pass  through 

this  Houat'  20  years  ago  to  carr^^  out  ttn 
improved  system  of  drainage  ;  but  what 
have  they  done  ?     Practically  nothing,    I 
am  aware  that  at    the   present   moment 
they  are  engaged  in  carrying  out  some 
works,  hut   when    they  ^Wll  be  finished 
He^aven  only  kriows.     What  the  Corpora- 
tion  of    lHil>lin    real]}'    wants    is    more 
money.     They  have  come  to  the  very  edge 
of  their  legal  Imrrowing  powers,  and  the 
otdy  way  in  which  additional  funds  can 
pnxnred  is   to   increase    the  area  of 
'Annexation    of    these 
there       are      other 
the      House      will 
on      the     part     of 
to     l>e     amal«ramated 


was  that  he  forgot  to  mention  that  on  the 
Estimates  every  yeai-  a  sum  of  £15,850 
is  voted  by  the  Government  for  the 
Dublin  hospitals. 

Mr,  DILLON  (Mayo,  K)  :  That  is  in 
accordance  with  the  Union  compact. 

Colonel  SAUNDRRSON  :  At  any 
rate,  that  Iciuls  us  to  believe  that  the 
financial  relations  Ix^ween  the  two  eoun- 
tries  is  satisfactory,  1  hold  that  no  just 
cause  for  pasusiug  this  measure  has  been 
ma^ie  out  by  the  City  of  Duhlin.  My 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Tyrone, 
South,  appears  to  think  that  the  Wtter 
classes  iji  Dulilin  were  disa.ppearing, 
whereas  the  poorer  classes  were  crowding 
into  the  city. 


I 


Mr.  T.  W.  KUSSELL  :  What  1  said 
was  that  the  rich  had  gone  t^  i  the  suburbs^ 
and  had  left  the  poor  hehind  to  take  care 
of  themselves. 


taxation    by    the 
townships.       But 
olijections      which 
easily    understand 
these    townships 


\nth  the    Corporatioti    of   Dul*lui.     The 
House  will  recognise  at  once  that  I  would 
be  the  last  man  to  intriMluce  political  con- 
siderations in  a  case  of  this  kuid ;  but  the 
objections  taken  by  the  townships  to  be 
incorporated  with  the  City  of  Ihiblin  are 
undoubtedly    affected    to   a   considerable 
I  extent  liy  political  cousiderations.     There 
]  is  no  douUt  of    that.     I   consider   these 
Colonel  SALWDER80N:  That  strikes    townships     were      amply      justified     in 


me  a.s  pretty  much  what  I  had  said.  I  ' 
did  not  siiy  that  the  hf>n,  Meodier  had 
said  that  the  iietter  classes  had  disappeared 
from  the  face  of  the  earth,  l«ut  that  they 
had  disappeared  from  the  City  of  Dulilin. 
I  find  from  the  census  of  1891  that  the 
professional  and  eonimeicial  classes  had, 
compared  with  1881,  increased  in  Dublin 
to  the  rnuubor  of  3,000,  whereas  the 
inrlustrial  e!ass(*s,  who  I  suppose  are  the 
working  classes^  hatl  decreased  by  7,500.  ' 
The  uumher  of  dwellings  in  Duhlin  had 
increased  by  1,800.  So  that  yon  have  a 
decreasing  industrial  population,  au  in- 
encasing  profcssiona!  and  commercial 
population,  and  likewise  an  increase  in 
the  numl  >er  of  houses,  and  I  want  to  know 
how  is  this  tremendous  congestion  of 
population,  of  which  so  much  has  been 
made,  taking  place  in  the  City  of  r>id>lin  ? 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  that  argu- 
ment of  my  hon.  friend  has  not 
much  weight.  Now,  the  objections  of 
the  townships  to  join  with  the  Corporation 
of  Dublin  are  to  my  mind  very  well 
foundefl.  The  horn  Meml>er  for  Water- 
ford  drew  a  tremendous  picture  of  the 
sewage  which  is  discharged  into  the  sea 
outside  Clontarf,  but  I  wornler,  when  he 
mentioned  sewage  at  all,  he  did  not  say 

Cokmel  Samtdersofu 


the  maimer  in  which  the 
business  of  the  Corpi>ration  is  conduct4?d. 
In  this  hum-dnmi  country  over  here,  when 
you  are  about  to  choose  officers  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  a  Corporation,  the  first 
question  you  ask  is  whether  the  candidate 
understands  anything  about  the  buainesa 
or  the  conrhict  of  municipal  aflairs,  and  if 
he  shows  that  he  <loes,  prol*ably  the  man 
will  be  appointed  :  liut  it  is  not  so  in 
Dul*lin.  Let  me  remind  the  House  that 
how  the  business  of  a  Corporation  is 
carried  on  has  a  very  grejit  interest  of  a 
pecuniary  nature  to  the  ratepayers,  Wieo 
an  othce  in  Dnhlin  is  vacant  the  last  thing 
which  ever  apparently  strikes  the  Corpo- 
ration is  to  ask  whether  the  candidate  is 
fit  for  the  pist,  or  whether  he  under 
stands  the  business  of  a  Corporation,  Oni 
of  the  great  points  ir^  the  City  of  Dublin 
apparently  is  to  find  out  whether  th( 
candidate  has  been  in  gaol  or  not.  If  he, 
can  show  that  he  hi\s  ^'done  twenty 
years'  time,"  or  that  he  has  been  in  gaol^ 
no  further  questions  are  asked  as  to  his 
capacitv  for  uJiderstanding  or  managing 
municipal  affairs.  At  present  they  are 
rathei'  short  of  such  candidates  in  Dublin^ 
because  just  now  thev  have  only  two 
ticketK>f-leave  men  in  tlbe  cmphjyment  of 
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tho  Corpuration.  It  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  this  objection  of  the  townships 
Uy  ini'orporation  with  Dublin  should  he 
known.  As  I  have  s^iicj,  there  are  only 
two  tieket-of-le  ive  men  serving  the  Cor 
poration  at  present,  but  tliere  were  more. 

raow  are  these  gentlcnirTi  elected  f     The 

f House  will  uuflerstarnl  that  it  h  no  very 
little  objection  on  the  p?irt  of  the  law- 
abiding  and  loyal  trtwn ships  to  join  a 
Corpoiatioii  which  carries  or)  its  business 

,after  this  fashion.  I  will  not  go  over  the 
vhole  h'st,  but  let  me  take  a  few.  There 
Mr.  Henry  CVinijibLdl,  a  man  whose 
reat  ability  is  known  in  this  House. 
It  does  not  appear  that  he  knew 
much  about  munieipal  affairs.  The 
Frr^wftn's  Jonrnnl  at  th.it  time  st.ated 
that  there  was  something  of  an  experi- 
ment in  the  appointment,  an  experiment 
which,  for  the  sake  of  the  people  of 
Dublin,  it  hoped  would  have  a  succossf^d 
issue,  I  do  not  think  that  these  experi- 
ments commend  themselves  to  the  people 
■of  the  townships.  Then  there  is  another 
B,  that  of  a  iiiatr  named   O'Bnen,      He 

*18,  T  Indie ve,  a  tieket-of  Irave  man,  and  is 
at  present  in  tlie  euj  ploy  merit  of  the  Ci»r- 
poration,  his  i|UalifieatioM  apparently 
being  tliat  he  was  in  prison.  Still,  that  is 
not  the  -sort  of  recommfudatirMi  that  is 
likely  to  lie  a|iproved   in  the  townships^ 

land  I  think  the  House  ^'^f  Commons  would 
object  to  a  public  servant  being  employed 
on    such    a    gtNiimd.      There    was    also 


against  it.  That  cannot  be  denied  ;  at 
any  rate  it  may  l>e  denied,  but  its 
accuracy  cannot  l>e  disputed.  Thr  town- 
ships say,  "  \\v  never  had  a  helping  hand 
from  this  ('urporation  ;  they  have  ojjposod 
efforts  of  oiijs,  fortunately  unsucccsstully  : 
we  have  workcnl  out  our  own  prosperity, 
and  we  have  made  the  townships  a  credit 
to  Dublin  and  to  IrelaiuL"  I  JRdieve 
those  town.*slu|i«  ^how  what  Irishmen  can 
do  when  they  leave  these  UTctched 
political  qtiestions  fiside.  The  people  of 
the  town^tnps  reasim  further.  They  i^ay, 
**  Weare  loyal  nu  u  ;  we  are  in  favour  of 
the  continuance  of  the  Union,  and  we  do 
not  see  why,  against  our  will,  yo\i  shnidd 
throw  us  into  the  arms  of  this  municipal 
octopus^  which  «h  sires  to  9walh>w  up  our 
prosperity."  The  Cor|H>ration  lefused 
before  the  world  to  ]yass  a  vote  of  tlianks 
onthe  occasion  ot  the  Queeirs  Jubilee — an 
occ<ision  which  ought  to  mcxlify  even  the 
political  rancour  of  Irishmen.  The  town 
ships  say,  *'  Here  is  a  Cormmition  carried 
on  on  strictly  political  grounds  .  it 
chooses  meit  on  political  grounds, 
and  if  this  Hill  passes  there  will 
be  a  trenuuitions  field  for  appoint- 
ments,  as  the  20th  section  prar- 
tically  disestablishes,  although  it  docs 
not  absolute ly  flisetuh»w,  all  holders  of 
office.  There  will  be  rejoicing  among  all 
ticket-of  leave  men  in  the  country,  /is  thf 
Corporation  is  a  soit  of  (irrecnwich 
Hospital  for  Nationalist  ^vrecks."   I  think 


another  ticket-ofdeave  man,  since  dearl,  |  the  town.ships  are  justified  in  resisting  a 
ITi  the  employ  <tf  the  Corpuralion,  His  proposal  to  swallow  them  up  in  a 
qualitication  was  that  h<"  finMl  at  a  police-  i  Corporation  carried  on  on  purely  political 


man,  and  on  that  <ju:dificati(in  he  wa«  '  grounds,  I  read  a  speech  matle  some 
immediately  marie  inspector  of  weights  ,  time  ago  by  the  hon.  Meml^er  for  East 
and  measures.       Accorrling  to  the  ide^is  |  Clare,  when    he   was  seeking  election   as 


which  oljtfiin  in  Pendirnke  anrl  ItJith- 
mines,  that  is  a  r|UeHtTon;d»le  reputation, 
and  one  which,  in  their  opinion,  did  not 
fit  him  to  l>e  a  very  high  otticial  in  tho 
Corporation   of    Dublin,      Another    man 


Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin.  That  speech,  if 
the  hon.  Member  will  permit  me  to  ?ay 
so,  was,  I  thought,  eminently  tf»  his  crerlit. 
He  said  he  would  refuse  to  standi  for  tho 
position  of  Lord  .Mayor  of  Dublin,  or  to 


was  electinl  to  a  position,  although  he  was    support  Home  Kule,  if  he  did  not  believe 
_-_     * ^__    _.   .!__  ^;_.         tt     _^_     and  expect  that  the  minority  would  re- 
ceive fair  y\n}\ 


ill  Amenca  at  the  time.  He  was  sen 
tenced  to  prison  for  20  years,  and 
that  was  suHicient  to  ipialify  him 
for  the  apjxiintmcjit,  Hr*  w.is  madesword- 
teirer,  1  need  Ufit  proc:»pd  any  further, 
but  I  think  the  pi*ople  of  Pembroke  and 
Rathmines  d*)  imt  h>ok  at  such  cases  with 
approval,  Tht'V  are  law  abiding  men, 
and  they  deal  with  the  business  of  the 
I  townships  purely  on  business  principles 


Mr,  WILLIAM  KLDMOND  (East 
Clare)  :  If  the  lu>n,  and  gallant  (tenths 
man  will  penuit  me,  I  will  explain  what 
I  did  say.  There  was  no  «|Ucstiftn  of 
standing  for  the  position  of  Lord  Mayor. 
What  Iditl  say  was  that  I  felt  perfectly 
certain  that    the   Corporation  Wijukl  give 


anrl  the  result  is  that  tht*y  are  opposed  to  j  fair  play  to  the  minority,  and  that  as  ha 
this  Bill,  and  we  finri  Nationalists  and  '  as  I  was  personally  concerned  I  woidd  not 
Koman  Catholics  joining  with  Protestants  I  have  anything  to  do  with  any  transaction 
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which   did   not  give  the  fullest  possible 
fair  play  to  the  minority. 

Cou>NEL    SAUNDERSON:    I    think 
that  was  eminently  to  the  credit  of  the 
hon.  Momher.      But   the  Corporation  of  1 
DoMin  did  not  make  him  Lord   Mayor; 
they  oidy  made  him  an  alderman.   A  man  | 
who  held  sneh  view-i  won  Id  niner  be  made  I 
Ijord  Mnyor  of  Dnhlin,  aod  I  do  not  aee 
why  these  township.s,  which  now  condnet  | 
their   hiLnioesfi   on   a   purely  hnsinesslike  i 
footing,  shonld    be  ham  led  over    to  this  I 
political  organisation,  which,  to  my  mind,  i 
in  the  ]>ast   has  shown   iti^elf   eminently  I 
unaliks  and  fjossibly  iinwilh'ng,  to  manage  I 
its  own  ji Hairs  in  a  businesslike  way,  and  I 
which,  if  it  gets  the  management  of  the^e  | 
towTiships,  will   eertainly   treat   them  in  ) 
the  same  mainier.     The  hnn.  Member  for 
Loughbornugh     has    q noted    some    eases 
where  legislation  of  a  similar  kind  was 
Carrie*!  out  in  this  country,  but  he  did  not 
give  any  cases  in   which  it   wa^i  refused. 
He  nught    have    mentioned   Glasgow,  in 
connection  with  which  Partick  and  Goian 
successful  I  y  oppose<l  aimexatioii.     No  in- 
stance has  been  attempted  to  he  produced 
before  this  Houstj  of  any  great  townfship, 
such  as  Kathuu'ties,  Puithgar,  or  Clontarf, 
being  forced  against  its  wish  to  join  such 
ii  Corporation  as  Dublin  :  and  believing  as 
^I  do  that  if  this  Bill  is  passed,  insteiwl  of  i 
adding  Ui  the  prosperity  of  these    tow^ji-  | 
ships,  it  will  have  an  opposite  eft'ect,  and 
that  it  IK  unfaii'  to  hand  these  townships 
over  to  a   municipabty  which  has  proves  J 
so  untrustworthy  in  the  past,  1   hope  the 
House  will  reject  the  Bill. 

Mh.  BARTLEV  (Islington,  N.):  I  do  | 
not  think  anyune  will  accuse  me  of  tfiking  I 
Home    Kulo    views   or   of    sympathising 
with  the  views  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opjKV 
site,    but    I     have   always   lielrl   that   we 
should    trea.t   Irish   qtiestions  as   English 
questions   are   t recite* b   and    that    is   the 
backbone  of  our  position.     I   would  ask 
the    f louse,    in    spite  of    what    my    him, 
and    gallant    friend    has    sairl,    if    there  ^ 
were  a  similar  case  in   England  or  Scot- 
land, where  a  large  raunicii«ility,  particii' 
larly  such  an  im|>oitint  one  as  Dublin,  i 
was  a.skmg,   on    grouncls    of  sanitation,  i 
or  pufjiic  health,  and  other  reasons  of  an  I 
imporUi*t  character,  for  an  extension  of  ' 
boundaries,  and   if  the    Bill    had    f>assed 
Committee,  would    the   House   throw    it  i 
out  1     We  know  j>erfeetly  well  it  woukl 
not   do   that  in    the  case  of  an  English  i 

Mr.  William  Ueim&nd^ 


city,  and  I  therefore  protest  against 
doing  it  in  the  case  of  an  Irish  city» 
above  all  in  the  case  of  the  capital  of 
Ireland. 

'  Mr,  ^VILLIAM  MOORE  (Antrim,  N.)  : 
Unlike  a  gi'eat  many  other  MeJiibers  who 
have  addressed  the  House,  I  can  claim  to 
be  a  burgess  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  and 
an  inhabitant  of  the  area  which  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  say  will  benefit 
l\y  this  Bill  But  although  that  area 
will  bo  benefited,  the  change  would  be 
unjust  to  the  townships,  and  it  is 
therefore  my  duty  to  support  my  hon. 
and  learned  friend  the  niemi>er  for 
the  University  of  Dublin  in  his  opposi- 
tion. I  was  an  interested  spectator  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  room  upstairs  when 
the  tictu.  Member  for  L*iughborough  was 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  and  I 
shoulfl  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
dissoi  iating  myself  from  some  of  the  criti- 
cisms  which  have  appeared  in  the  Irish 
papers  on  his  conduct  its  Chairman.  Al- 
though I  differ  from  him  arui  his  conclu- 
sions, I  do  say,  not  in  any  feeling  of  imperti- 
nence, that  he  m*ide an  admirable  Chairman. 
At  the  same  time,  that  does  not  permit  me 
to  regard  the  decision  of  the  Committee 
as  any  more  than  a  decision  olitained  by 
the  easting  vote  of  the  Chairman,  and 
vuidej"  such  circumstances  it  is  open  to 
this  Houst?  freely  and  impaitially  to 
decide  whether  that  Ciiating  vote  was 
properly  or  improperly  given.  The  Com- 
mittee had  not,  and  the  Chairman  h*d 
not — I  venture  to  say  so  res]>cctfully— the 
entire  circumstances  befon*  them.  As  my 
hon,  antl  gallant  friend  has  stated,  a  very 
large  annnint  of  the  opposition  against 
this  Bill  on  the  p^irt  of  the  townships 
arises  from  jiolitical  distrust  *A  the  Cor- 
poration of  Dublin  ;  and  when  it  was 
intended  to  pr<xluee  before  the  Com- 
mittee ovideTice  on  that  point,  and  when 
it  was  suggested  that  the  Du lilin  Corpo- 
ration waji  guilty  of  political  misconduct^ 
the  Chairman  said  that  the  Committee 
ha*i  no  power  or  right  tij  go  into  political 
questions.  That,  1  think,  w^as  right.  The 
proccediivgs  might  be  interminable  if  such 
an  area  were  opened  for  debate,  but  that 
does  Tiot  present  this  House  from  taking 
such  matters  into  consideration,  and  it  is 
the  first  time  that  the  townships  of 
Dublin  have  had  an  opportunity  of  stating 
Itefore  the  House  one  of  their  main 
objections  to  the  scheme.  We  are 
asked,   under   this    Bill,   to   destroy    an 


I 


» 
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active  municipal  life*  Wi  ether  the 
bodies  which  carry  oa  those  duties 
outside  the  metropolis  of  Ireland  are 
called  Urban  District  Councils  or  Cor- 
porations makes  very  little  difference. 
The  f)Tdy  difference  is  that  in  one  case 
the  otficer  is  ailled  a  town  councillor, 
and  in  the  other  a  councillor,  and  I  make 
the  hoiL  MenilK'T  for  Loughliorough  a 
present  of  the  *listiuction.  We  nave 
five  municipalities,  all  actively  carrying 
on  their  work  to  the  satisfaction  of  their 
own  inhalutants,  and  we  are  asked  to  take 
from  them  that  power  and  to  subject 
them  to  the  tyraimy  and  despotism  of 
the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Dublin, 
where  only  five  Unionists  are  allowed  to 
take  part  in  municipal  affairs.  Counsel, 
in  the  aildress  which  was  made  for  the 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  Dublin  lieforc 
the  ComiiHttei:,  persisted  in  saying  that 
no  accusation  of  misrule  cotiltl  l>e  made 
against  the  tow^nships,  but  such  cannot  bo 
said  of  the  Dnlilin  C-orporation.  The 
Corporation  is  n  gigantic  political  de- 
Imting  scH'iety,  and  not  till  after  they 
have  finished  ilebating  political  (juestions 
will  they  turn  their  mind  to  the  welfare 
of  the  citizens.  From  time  to  time  the 
Corporation  have,  under  an  ancient  nght, 
appeared  at  the  Biir  of  this  House  in 
support  of  some  acad*.»niic  proposition  like 
Home  Ku!e,  the  relief  of  evicted  tenants,  or 
the  release  of  the  politictil  prisoners  ;  but 
have  they  ever  appr*>ache<l  this  House  in 
support  of  any  single  movement  for  the 
material  prosperity  of  the  country  1  Have 
the  Corporation  ever  j>etitione<l  on  behalf 
of  Irish  industries  or  the  promotion  of  our 
fisheries  ;  have  they  ever  done  any  sub- 
stantial thing  outside  the  area  of  the 
purest  party  p<jlitics  1  That  is  the  Cor- 
poration whicli  is  to  deprive  existing 
munici|>alities  of  the  right  to  carry  on 
their  duties  w  hich  they  have  performed 
to  the  satisfaction  of  those  living  under 
their  government.  Two-thirds  of  the 
rates  of  Dul>hn  are  paid  by  Unionists ; 
they  are  able  to  return  one  Memlxir  ot 
Parliament,  hut  the  wards  arc  so  gerry- 
mandered that,  as  regards  municipal 
government,  they  are  only  able  to  secure 
seven  representatives.  The  Corporation 
have  always  devoted  themselves  to  politics ; 
they  have  rewarded  political  supporters 
with  money  contributed  by  Unionist  rate- 
payers,  and  have  neglected  their  proper 
business.  While  Rathmines  and  Pem- 
broke were  developing  their  drainage  the 
Corporation    did     nothing.      How    does 


Dublin  stand  with  regard  to  electric 
lighting  ?  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  will 
not  con t rati iet  me  when  I  s*-iy  that  Dublin 
is,  as  far  as  electric  lighting  is  coneernod, 
the  worst  lighted  city  in  the  three  king- 
doms. The  Corporation  have  spent 
£98,000,  and  they  have  only  81  arc- 
lamps,  or  ten  lamps  in  each  of  the  ei^ht 
streets  lighted.  It  is  aksolntely  im- 
possil>le  to  obtain  an  electric  lighting 
supply  from  the  C'orporation,  and  the 
money  is  absolutely  thrown  aw  ay.  Refer- 
ence has  lK?en  made  to  a  plebiscite.  It 
is  true  that  there  was  a  plebiscit43  in 
Dublin.  The  Parnellite  Corporation 
submitted  the  idea  of  swallowing 
these  townships,  and  everyone  in 
Dublin  thought  it  would  be  to  their 
arl vantage.  When  the  Corporation  came 
before  the  Committee,  so  anxious  were 
they  to  carry  the  Bill  that  they 
deliberately,  without  uny  anth»jrity  from 
the  population,  agreed  to  forego  for  ten 
years  the  rates  which  Pembroke  and 
Rathmines  were  to  pay  before  the 
plebiscite  was  taken.  Either  they  were 
authoriaeil  or  not ;  if  they  were 
authorised  then  the  ten  years  provision  is 
illusory  ;  if  thej  were  not  authorised  the 
Bill  is  entirely  different  friDiu  that  sup- 
ported by  the  plebiscite.  On  every 
point  concession  after  concession  was 
offered  liy  the  Corporation,  in  sucli  a  w^ay 
that  the  original  principle  of  the  Kill  has 
been  destmyedj  and  it  is  enough  to  make 
anyone  suspicious  of  it.  What  is  the  real 
object  of  this  Bill  1  Under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  as  we  all  know,  a  municipality 
in  Ireland  has  power  to  I  Harrow  to  twice 
the  extent  of  its  annual  valuatioji,  antl  the 
br^rrowing  power  of  the  Didilin  Coipora- 
tion  would  amount  to  1^  millions.  But 
they  have  already  l>or rowed  £1,700,000* 
and  it  is  l>ec^use  their  Excher|uer  is 
exhausted,  and  they  want  to  replenish 
it,  and  for  ptDlitical  reasons  also, 
that  they  are  so  anxious  to  annex 
these  townships.  It  is  suggested  that 
they  w^ant  additional  land  to  set  up 
buildings  for  the  industrial  classes, 
but  it  was  proved  liefore  the  Committee 
that  there  are  still  400  acres  of  land  avail- 
able for  that  purpose  w-ithin  the  city,  which 
is  quite  enough  to  keep  them  going  for  a 
good  many  years.  Then  the  argument 
18  ueed,  Ijccause  people  come  in  from 
Rathmines  and  Pembroke  to  do  busineas 
in  the  City  of  Dublin,  that  therefore  they 
should  be  rated,  I  quite  agree  with  that 
principle,  but  if  they  are  to  be  rated  they 
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shoulfl  be  mted  in  thnir  offices  and  ware-  f  tended.     But  there  is  a  great   difrerenc«| 
houses  in  the  citv,  an<l  the  fact  that  a  man    between  the  cases  of  Belfast  atid   Dublin 


who  lives  in  l*enibroke  should  be  rated 
any  more  than  if  he  lived  at  Kingstown 
does  not  apply.  Yon  might  as  well  tax 
an  Irishman  who  eonics  to  Ijontlon  and 
makes  a  profit  here.  Soniehon.  Members 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  may  re- 
gard this  matter  as  trifling,  l»ut  I  would 
assure  the  House  that  it  is  very  important. 
If  there  were  not  a  strong  feeling  in  the 
matter,  it  is  han:!lylikely  weahonld  have  to- 
day such  an  unusually  large  representation 
in  this  House  from  all  parts  of  Ireland. 
Time  after  time,  before  the  Committee, 
the  question  was  put  as  to  the  advantages 
which  the  townships  would  derive  from 
the  scheme,  and  it  was  jcKailarly  remarked 
by  one  witness  that  they  would  have  the 
honour  and  glory  of  lieloiiging  to  the 
Municipality  of  Dublin.  That  is  not  an 
honour  for  which  all  of  us  in  Ireland 
are  ambitiouB.  I  would  point  out 
the  deliberate  unfairness  of  one  of 
the  sections.  The  Gas  Company  is 
the  controlling  influence  in  Dublin 
municipal  p<»lities.  (Cries  of  *'No''). 
Hon.  Members  may  say  '*No,"  and  they 
may  have  their  reasons  ;  hut  I  do  know 
that  the  Gas  Company  has  the  right  to 
supply  Dublin  at  the  rate  of  ^s.  5d.  per 
1,000  cubic  feet,  and  that  it  charges  the 
townships  48,  6d.  Now,  it  would  be 
imagined  as  a  matt^?r  of  fair  play  that 

when   the  townshijis  were  dragged   into  i  arginuent  brooglit  fi>rwarrl  hy  the   Mem- 
this  scheme  thev  would  share  the  same    *       "       -^  ■   - 


I 


Many  years  ago  the  authorities  of  Belfast 
saw  that  it  miglit  be  fatal  to  the  exten- 
sion of  that  city  if  tlie  adjoining  town- 
ships were  allowed  to  grtnv  up.  But  in 
Did)lin  the}^  allowed  them  to  grow,  and 
it  is  only  when  the  Dublin  Exchequer  i& 
practically  exhaust<?d  that  they  show  A 
desire  to  bring  in  the  townships.  It  his 
been  suggested  by  the  hoii.  Member  for 
Waterford  that  the  same  law  should 
apply  on  both  sides  of  the  Irish  Channel 
1  corrlially  endorse  that  ;  but  I  would 
point  out  that  you  are  proposing  to  do  in 
Dulilin  the  very  reverse  of  what  }H>a  are 
doing  under  the  Lontlon  Goveniment 
Bill.  Uniter  the  latter  Bill  you  ar« 
creating  separate  muincipalities,  whereai 
in  Dublin  you  are  seeking  to  merge  pro 
perous  townships  in  the  city, 


Mr.  buncombe  :  I  propose  to  sup 
port  the  Dublin  Cor]K»ration  in  this 
matter,  for  I  think  it  wivuld  l>e  absolutely 
ridiculous  for  this  House,  wliich  over  and 
over  again  has  supported  the  principle  ol 
local  govcrtmient  for  Ireland,  to  refa86| 
for  political  reasons,  this  demand  on  tb 
part  of  the  Corporation  of  Dub  On. 

Mil  L  M.  HEALY  (Cork,  R):   Thi 


benefits  as  Dublin  ;  but  Section  59  stiites 
that  not!iing  contained  in  the  Bill  is  to 
affect  the  rights  nrvfl  pnvilegcs  of  the  Gas 
Company,  the  plain  English  of  which  is  i  Dulilin. 
thatj  although  the  townships  are  dragged 
into  the  scliemej  they  will  still  have  to 
pay  4s.  ^yi\.    That  shrews  the  spirit  and  the 
unfairness  of  the  Bill,  which  are  also  in- 
dicated   by  the   a!>jeet    rciidiness   of    the  ' 
Corporation  to  surrender  all  these  cor^ecs-  | 
sions,  such  as  the  ten  years*  rating  limit  ami 
the  twenty -eight  meml>ers  representation, 


being  well    aware  that   these  safeguaitfs    soon  as  the  Nationalists  care  to  take   tl 


are  utterly  illusory.  One  of  the  instances 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Lough  borough 
rclicci  on  was  that  of  Bristol,  but  the  hon. 
Mend>er  forgot  to  tell  the  House  that 
Bristol  has  been  uj>  to  the  present  day 
tillable  to  annt*x  Westbury -on  -  Trym, 
which  is  to  all  intents  and  puqwses 
analogous  to  luithnu'nes  and  Peml>roke. 
There  is  only  '  ne  other  matter  1  wish  to 
touch  upon.  It  is  »pute  true  that  in  the 
case  of  Belfast  the  Iwundaries  were  ex- 

Mr.  jriUiam  Moore^ 


Iwr  for  Trinity  C'oUege   was   that    there 
were   three   Conservative   divisions,    ai 
that  it  would  be  urnnse  to  include  thei 
three  divisions  in  the  area  of  the  City 
But    there   are   si.x    divisioi 
affected  l>y  the  proposed        The  Couni 
Council  of  Dublin  is  Nationalist,  Kilmain*^ 
ham  is  Nationalist,   Clout arf  and   Drum- 
enndra  are   Nationalist.      Therefore,   oi 
of  the  six  divisions  three  are  Nationalii 
and  three    Conservative,   but    Pembrol 
will    not    long    remain    a    Conservati 
division,  because  it  will  be  Nationalist 


trouljle    of    attending;   to    the    registef 
Kathmines  will    probably  always  remi  ' 
Conservative.      Therefore,  when  you 
opposing  this    Bill    on    the   ground 
political  prejudice,  you  must  recollect  tl 
you  are  not  opposing  the  Bill  as  a  wbol 
which    affects    Kationali.st     equally    wit 
Ctjnservattvc  areas.     It  is  nK>st  unfair, 
reganl  to  the  capital  of  Ireland,  that  thl 
House,     having    al>nlished     its      Parlia 
ment     and      otherwise      cuitaileil 
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prosperity  and  influence,  shoulci  now  dis- 
GUis  this  Bill  nil  sneh  gniuiids.  Let  any 
niafi  consider  whut  Dniilin  has  already 
8iiff(.^rcd  by  the  Acts  of  the  Imperial 
Parlifimpnt.  Before  1800  Duhlin  was 
confined  within  iis  present  iiiunicipal  area, 
Dnhlin  then  on  joyed  a  Parliament,  and  in 
Sackvilio  Street  alone  there  were  the 
residences  of  40  peer^s.  Her  squares  were 
inhahjtetl  hy  Commoners,  and  by  the 
noliility  aiid  gentry  of  the  island ^  hut 
they  all  departed  witli  the  Union.  First 
the  nobility,  and  then  the  gentry  left, 
afid  I  remember  well,  Sir,  the  late  Sir 
Herbert  Stewart,  who  was  killed  at  Aim 
Klea,  furnishing  arj  entire  terrace  of 
honses  in  I^mdon  with  the  splentlid 
fleeorative  stones  and  chimney  -  pieces 
which  he  had  f|nan'ied  from  out  of  these 
Dnblin  residences.  They  were  some  of 
the  hriest  speciniens  of  art,  but  they  are 


at  one  time  within  the  area  of  the  City 
of  r>ul4in.  It  is  said  that  the  Government 
of  Irelanil  is  a  eontinnity,  hut  I  will,  Sir, 
point  out  that  so  far  back  as  20  years  ago 
a  Royal  Commission  with  a  Conservative 
President,  and  with  the  present  Chairman 
of  the  Loc**il  Govenunent  BDaTYl  as  one  of 
its  memlKTs,  nnanimonsly  nported  in 
favour  of  th*i  very  pr*>posaI  now  l)efore 
the  House;  and  in  ^H^<2  Lord  Spencer 
promised  to  do  by  a  Public  Act  what  the 
Dublin  Corporation  are  now  seeking  to- 
do  by  a  Private  Bill.  Now,  how  cloea 
this  I  louse  treat  the  capital  of  England 
or  of  Scotland  ?  Is  it  in  the  way  it  is 
now  proposed  to  treat  poor  Did>lin '? 
Edinburgh  has  extentkd  its  Ixvundaries, 
(ilasgow  has  extt^ndi^d  its  boundaries^  so 
have  Louflonderry  and  Belfast.  In  fact, 
every  city  in  Great  Britain  has  done 
so,   and    there     has    been    no    question 


now  all  gone,  and  what  have  remained  ?  '  of    political    prejudice.       In    re-  ard    to 


Only  the  premises  of  the  merchants,  with 
a  few  of  thejr  residences.  The  Borough 
Funds  Act  flifl  not,  when  it  passed  this 
House,  apply  to  Dublin.  Before  1870 
the  work  of  ]»rivate  h?gislation  was  costly, 
and  there  were  no  citizens  nch  enough 
and  public  spirited  enough  to  oppose  the 
various  measures  hy  which  the  City  of 
Dublin  was  robbed,  and  these  little 
townships  seeured  their  privileges. 
In  l^W  the  trarawaj's  of  Dublin  were 
extended  far  out  into  the  subnrl>s,  hut 
these  suburbs  are  r»nly  imaginary  divi- 
sions.  These  are  the  results  of  the  rush 
for  fresh  air  and  mure  room,  and  the 
desire  to  avoid  the  taxation  of  the  city. 
Now,  Sir,  wlisit  are  the  tests  of  a  town  I 
What  are  the  tests  l>y  which  we  shall 
decide  whether  or  not  they  shall  he  reck- 
onefl  separate  towns  1  These  tests  are 
its  markets,  its  fairs,  its  amusements^  its 
stock  exchange,  its  courts  of  justice.  Not 
one  single  one  of  these  townships  pos- 
sesses one  single  attrihute  of  this  cnar- 
acti^r.  If  Duhlin  were  t-o  be  alKilished, 
they  would  be  alM^lished  too.  They  are 
merely  the  excrescences  of  the  city,  and  do 
not  p>ossess  one  single  element  of  real 
urlan  life,  and  could  not  under  any  pre- 
tence be  considered  as  separate  entities. 
They  are  only  diNidefl  fn^mi  Dublin  by  a 
canah  and  to  call  them  sepanite  areas  is 
an  al*surdity.  Dublin  is  the  only  city 
since  Her  Majesty  the  tjueeu  came  to  the 
throne  which  has  not  extended  its  area. 
But,  unfortunately,  m  the  case  of  Dublin, 
its  area  h^is  actually  been  reduced,  anrl 
portions  of  these  rlistricts  were  actually 


this  very  tjuestiun  of  political  pre- 
judice, the  City  of  Dublin  haa 
suffered  more  hy  the  Act  of  Union  than 
any  other  city  in  the  three  kingdoms.  We 
are  tol d  t  h  at  this  H  ou  s e  is  co  n i  p<' t  en  t  to 
legislate  for  Ireland,  that  it  is  willing  and 
anxious  to  do  so  sym|mtheticaily  ;  you 
say,  **True  you  are  only  !^0  members, 
but  there  are  600  English  membei^  pre- 
pared to  do  you  justice  ;  but  what  are  the 
conditions  under  which  Ireland  struggles 
in  regard  to  puldic  measures  only  I  If 
we  succee*!  in  getting  only  one  Act 
through  we  go  home  proud,  but  the  con- 
ditions in  regarrl  to  Private  Bills  are  even 
worse.  The  Irish  municipalities  have  to 
come  here  and  litigate  at  an  enonnous. 
cost  before  this  House.  A  Hill  is  proposed, 
as  in  the  present  in.stance,  to  be  read  a 
second  time.  There  is  no  olgectiun  taken 
to  it.  It  is  read  a  second  time  and  sent 
to  a  Conimittee,  whuse  verdict  it  is  under- 
stocd  shall  influence  the  Plonse  in  its  final 
decision.  There  is  no  Irish  representativB 
on  the  Comnuttee.  The  Moml>er  for 
Trinity  College  admits  that  he  and  his 
friends  gambled  on  the  verdict  «if  the 
Committee,  and  it  is  only  now  when  the 
verdict  of  the  jury  is  in  our  favour  that 
he  comes  forward  and  opposes  it.  That 
is,  Sir,  after  the  veniict  of  a  jury  on  which 
no  Irish  Member  sat,  and  a  verdict  has 
l>een  arrived  at  after  seventeen  days' 
discussion,  and  in  the  course  of 
which  17,000  questions  have  been  asked^ 
and   after   the    Dublin    Coi^oration   has 
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expended  from  £20,000  to  £25,000,  |  sentation,  I  have  Mlways  been  in  fa%'OUr  of 
the  hon.  Member  ;isks  the  House  to  I  giving  the  Conservatives  a  greater  repre- 
reverse  the  deciaioii.  What  justice  ia  seritation  on  the  Dublin  Corporation  tlian 
there  in  such  proceedings  ?     The  people    the}"   now    have.     Five   years    ago   in  a 

Water    Bill    I    cno^afteil    a    scheme  of 

though  it 


of  Ireland,  it  m  said,  are  very  ignorant, 
are  ver}^  stupid,  and  very  uneducated  : 
but  the  poorest  rnaii  in  Ireland,  the 
most  stupid  and  uneducaterl,  will  know 
bow  the  rejection  of  a  Bill  of  this  kind,  of 
this  magnitude,  suppi^rted  as  it  is  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  its  officials, 
how  the  rejection  of  it  him  been  brought 
about  by  one  of  the  Orange  Members  of 
the  North  of  Ireland,  Sir,  I  am  amazed 
that  a  rjiieation  of  this  great  importance 
should  be  treated  in  this  way  by  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  North  Armagh. 
He  referred  to  the  main  drainage  of 
Dublin, 
drainage 


minority   representation,    but  _ 

passed  through  this  House,  it  was  rejectetl 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  that  augiist  liody 
declaring  that  minority  reports  were  not 
germane  to  water.  Let  me  again  remind 
the  House  of  this  fact,  if  political  pn?- 
judice  is  brought  forward  against  this 
measm^e,  that  every  member  of  the  Con- 
servative party  on  the  Dui>lin  Corporation 
is  in  favour  of  this  Bill,  and  some  of  them 
gave  evidence  before  the  Committee, 
while  others  were  here  yesterday  trying 
to  apply  an  antidote  to  the  undignified 
^Vhat  has  stopped  this  main  I  lobbying  of  certain  niemljers  of  the  other 
scheme  1     Why,    it   is   because '  House,     who     for   private    reasons    are 


< 


instead  of  having  one  authority  to  deal 
with  there  were  no  less  than  eight,  and 
whv    should     an     unfortunate     decaved 


opposing  this  Bill, 
very  well  wait  to 
interests     until     thi 


I  think  they  might 
defend  their  personal 


Bill     reaches   the 


oorner   of   l)ubbn    have   taken    upon   its  \  Second   Chamber.     The   House,   in   eon- 


back  this  scheme  of  main  drainage,  in- 
volving, as  it  did,  an  expenditure  of 
three -quarters  of  a  ndllion,  \nthout  the 
townships  contributing  at  all  f  We  are 
told  that  Kathmiues  and  Pembroke 
desire<;l  to  carry  out  a  scheme  of  drainage, 
but  that  Duljlin  opposed.  Xo,  Sir,  what 
Dli]*1  in  opposed  was  this.  They  opp  jscd 
the  delivery  of  the  sewage  into  the  mouth 
of  the  Liftey,  where  it  would  be  washed 
back  at  every  tide  into  the  town  to  con- 
taminate the  whole  town.  It  is  said 
again  that  Katlunines  hius  a  water  supply, 
Ites,  at  sixpence  higher  cost  tha!\  Dublin  ; 
but  it  is  until tered.  But  even  unfihered 
water  ought  to  1m?  ^wkI  enough  to  put 
out  a  ftre,  but  I  read  the  other  dav  that  the 


i  elusion,    from    e^ery    |>oint   of     view  is 

I  making  a  mistake  if  it  rejects  this  BilL 

'  It  has  been  said  that  the  Dublin  Corpora-  J 

tion    has    given     positions     to    political  ■ 

prisonei^s.      For  myself,    I   was   only   in  n 

I  prison   a   very   short   time,    but    I    look 

I  biick  upon   that   period  as   the  proudest 

time    (f  my   life.      I    am    very     proud 

of    having    l>een    in   gaol    for    Ireland, 

prouder  than  I  am  of  anything  else  in  my 

!  career,  and  if  the  Corporation  has  taken 

pity  upon  a  man  who  has  suffered  Hke- 

wise,  and  sooner  than  he  should  die    of 

hunger  or  tramp  the  streets,  given  him  a 

small   position,    I    see   no   reason  why  it 

should  have  Iweii  put  forward  as  ground 

for  op|K>sing  this  Bill.     Mr,  O'Brien,  the 


^eat  factory  l>elonging  to  the  eminent  Con- I  man  refened  to,  has  l>een  given  the 
aervativc  Jlemlwu,  Mr.  Pym,  and  employ- 
ing over  300  hands  in  Kathnunes,  caught 
fire  and  woultl  ha\  e  become  a  total  loss  if  it 
had  Iteen  left  to  the  precious  care  of  the 
two  men  and  a  boy  who  compriseil  the 
Eatlmiines  Fir*-  Brigude,  There  was  no 
adequate  fire  brigade  in  Kathmines,  and 
the  Kathmiues  water  would  not  squirt.  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  is  the  want  of  a  filter  or 
the  wai»t  of  pressure,  but  it  %vas  certairi 
that  but  for  the  presence  of  the  Du^»lin 
Brigade  that  factory  would  have  been 
destroytnb  antl  so  it  was  the  Dublin 
Fire  Brigade  was  always  coming  to  the 
rescue  of  these  little  townships,  who 
paid  nothing  to  the  support  of  the  l>rigade 
and  who  wtnild  be  helpless  without  it. 
Then,  there  is  the  question  of  the   repre- 

Mr,  1\  M.  IJmly. 


charge  of  the  Iwiths  and  wjishhouses,  and 
he  was  an  old  soldier,  he  was  released  by 
a  Conservative  Govertunent  so  far  l»ack 
fus  1877,  and  1  really  think  that  after  22 
years  there  should  lie  some  Statute  of 
Limitations.  I  am  quite  sure  that  if  the 
Belfast  Corporation  appointed  to  some 
such  office  one  of  the  Orangemen  con- 
victed and  sent  to  prison  in  connection 
with  the  Belfast  riots  of  1886,  or  Mr, 
de  Cobain  when  he  comes  out  of  prison,  to 
some  such  office,  we  should  not  bring  it  for- 
waixl  as  a  gnjund  for  op}X)sing  a  Bill  of  th© 
Belfast  Corporation.  Again,  Sir,  may  I 
point  out  that  this  Bill  hixs  been  sup- 
l>orted  liy  the  report  of  a  Royal  Commis* 
sion,  promised  to  be  emboditnl  in  a  Publio 
Act    by   Lord    Spencer,   and    surely    in 
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following  such  arhice  this  House  cannot 
be  going  wrong,  l^et  me  tinully  say  tbis^ 
the  very  smallest  performances  of  the 
Dublin  Cot*p*>ration  have  been  opposed  by 
a  narrow  clicjue  of  this  House  and  else- 
where. In  1  ^90  the  Chief  Secretary  gave 
Dublin  the  power  to  collect  its  ow\\  rates, 
but»  notwithstanding  the  whole  weight  of 
Lord  Salisbury,  the  Bill  only  passed  the 
House  of  Lords  by  a  majonty  of  eight 
votes.  It  IS  a  pure  matter  of  party  ( 
prejudice,  but  I  caution  this  House,  and  I 
warn  it — you  cannot  dee  I  a  re  at  the  bust- 


I 


I 

I 
I 


ings  (nac  yoxi  are  willing  to  give  Ii^Iand 
everything,  and  now  ujxjn  a  narrow  ques- 
tion of  extension  which  yi>\\  have  granted 
to  every  lar^e  city  in  the  Uiiite^l  King- 
dom, you  will  strike  a  greater  blow  at  the 
Union  than  any  that  has  been  given  by 
all  the  Ministries  of  the  previous  90  years. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  ;  Ayes,  291  ;  Noes, 
129.     (Division  List  No.  188.) 


Allan,  Williiini  (Gateshead) 

Allison,  Hubert  Andrew 

Amlirosc,  Robert 

Arrol,  Sir  Wdliam 

AahnienddSttTtlett,  Sir  Ellis 

j\jihton,  Thomas  liair 

Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.} 

Baldwin,  Alfred 

Barlow,  John  Emmott 

Barrv,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Bartley,  <  ieori^e  C.  T, 

Bay  ley,  Thotiia-s  { Derbyshire) 

liegg»  Ferdin&nd  FaithluU 

Big  wood,  James 

Bin,  Charles 

Billnon,  Alfred 

Blake,  Edward 

Bolitho,  Thomas  Bedfonl 

B  jkon,  Thomas  Dolling 

Bond,  Kdwarl 

Hroadhurst>  Hetiry 

Brown,  Alexander  H. 

Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinftoa 

Bryce,  Bt.  Hon.  James 

Bach&nan,  Thomas  Byhurn 

Boms,  John 

Bart,  Thomas 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Caldweii,  James 

Cameron,  Sir  Chas.  (tilaiigow) 

Cameron,  Uot»ert  (Durham) 

Canipbel  1,  Kt.  Hn.  J  A  tGlasgow 

Campbell -Bannerman.  Sir  H. 

Carewj  Jame*^  Laurence 

Carviil,  Patrick  (i.   Hamilton 

Caui*ton,  Bicharil  Knight 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 

Clancy,  John  Jo*ie}>h 

Clark,  Dr.  C,  B.  ^<  aithnega-ah 

Clongli,  Walter  Uweu 

Coddington,  Sir  W  ilHam 

Cod  111  1,  Don;;!  as  Harry 

Cohen,  Hen jandn  LmuIh 

Collery,  IU?nmrd 

Cora  aims,  Andrew 

Cook»  Kre«i.   Euchh  tLamlieth) 

Cooke,C,  W,  BadcHae(  Heref'd ) 

C-orl^et,  William  J,  <  Wick  low) 

Corljelt,  A.Cameron(Gla!»j;ow) 

Courtney .  K t ,^H im .  Lt onard  H . 

Cranl*ome,  Vi&connt 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Cponibie,  John  Wilham 

CrosSj  Alexander  (Glasgow) 


AYES. 

Cross,  Herl».  Shei»herd(r5oltoD) 
Cuhitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curran,  Thomas  Ei,  (Donegal) 
Curran,  Thontae  (Sli^o,  S,j 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  *liarles 
'   Dal/iel,  James  Henry 
)  Davie8>SirH0ratioD( Chatham 
DftviegtM.  V  a  ugh  an  i  Cardigan 
Davitt,  Michael 
Denny>  Colonel 
DickAon-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Uilke.  Bt.  Hon,  Sb  Clmrles 
Dillon,  John 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Dough ly,  George 
Drueker,  A. 

Duneombe,  Hmi.  Hubert  V. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tat  ton 
Elliot,  Hn.  A.  Kalph  Douglas 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  Goorgo 
Far<r|uhftrHon,  Dr.  Itohert 
Farrell,  James  P,  (Cavan,  W.) 
Farrell,  Thomas  J.  (Kerry,  B. ) 
Fen  wick,  Charles 
Ferguson,  R.  i\  Manro(Leith) 
Fergus8on,Ht,Hn.SirJ4Manc'r 
Ffreneh,  l*eter 
FieKU  William  (DuTjlin) 
Firliank,  Joseph  Tijomas 
Fitzmaurice,  l^rd  Edmond 
Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F, 
Flavin/Michael  Joseph 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Harrv*  S,  (Suffolk) 
Foster.  Sir  \V.  (l>erhy  Co. ) 
Fowler,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Fox,  fJr.  Joseph  Francis 
Fry,  Lewis 
Gibbons,  J»  Lloyd 
Gihney,  Jarae^ 

Gladstone,  Kt.  Hon.  H.  John 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
1.1  old,  Charle?* 

Gortlon,  Hon.  John  Edwarfl 
iiorst,  Ht.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Gourley,  Sir  Edw.  Temj^erley 
liray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Gretton,  Jtdin 
Greville,  Hon.  KonaM 
(Jrey,  Sir  Edw*tr<l  (ISerwick^ 
<;iithik  ElliB  J- 
G  outer,  Colonel 


(iurdon.  Sir  Win.  Brampton 
Hahlane,  Richard  Btirdon 
Hfinimond,  John  (Carlow) 
Harcuiiri,  Rk  Hon.  Sir  Win. 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Hayden,  -lohn  Patrick 
HayneJit,  Hon.  Charles  Seale- 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Healy,  Thonms  J.  (Wexford) 
Healy,  Timothy  M,  (N.Louth) 
Heaton,  -lohn  Henniker 
Hedderwickj  Thomas  C.  H, 
Helder,  Au^'ustus 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.CharlesH. 
Ho'ire,  E.  l»rodie  (Ham|>atead^ 
Hohhouse,  Henry 
Hogan,  Jauiew  Francia 
Ho  Id  en.  Sir  Angus 
Holland,  W.  H.(York.  W,  R.) 
Horniman.  Frederick  John 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Win.  Henry 
Hut  ton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacohy,  Jame^  Alfred 
JeHsef,  Cay>i.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnson  Fergua-son,  Jabez  E. 
John?^tone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
tloicey.  Sir  James 
J>lline,  Hun,  H.  George 
Jones  I  )avid  Bryn  mor(  Swansea 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Kay  Shut  tit?  worth ,  Rt  HnSirU 
Kearley.  Hudson  E. 
Kenyon,  James 
Kilbride,  Denis 
King*  Sir  Heary  Seymour 
K  inlocl  I ,  S  ij.  1  n  h  n  ( i  eorgeSmy  tb 
Kitson,  Sir  Jamey 
KnowIe.«,  Lee^ 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Lambert,  ^Teorge 
Langley,  Hatty 
Laurie,^  Lieut,  -tteneral 
I>awrence,  W.  F.  (Liverpool) 
LawdonSir Wil f rid( t  umb'lanil 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Leuty,  Tlnuna^  llidimond 
Logan,  John  William 
Lou^h»  1'humai 
Lowdes,  John 

Lowther,lUHn.JWlCumb'land 
Lloyd,  Archie  Kirkmau 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonartl 
^lacAleese.  iJaniel 
Macdrma,  John  Cii mining 
MH(!D^nnell,DfMAit^ueen'»t* 
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Niaclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M' Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M^Ghee,  Richard 
M*Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Killop,  James 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fre<l. 
Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
MarKs,  Henry  Hananel 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Mellor,  Rt.  Hn.  J.  W.(York8.) 
Mendl,  Sigis  i  und  Ferdinand 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Minch,  Matthew 
MoUoy,  Bernard  Charl«s 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  £dward  Robert  Pacy 
Morgan,  J.  L.  (Carmarthen) 
Morgan,  W.  P.  (Merthyr) 
Morley,  Rt.  Hon.  J.(Montro8e) 
Morreil,  George  Herbert 
Morris,  Samnel 
Morton,  Ar.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Mumaghan,  George 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nussey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X,  (Cork) 
O'Connor,  J.  (Wicklow,W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O' Kelly,  James 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Malley,  William 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Palmer,  G.  Wm.  (Reading) 
Pamell,  John  Howard 
Paolton,  James  Mellor 
Perks,  Robert  William 


{COMMONS} 

Philipps,  John  Wjnford 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkmgton,SirG.  A.  (L'ncs.S  Wj 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Briggs  (Yorks.) 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edin.) 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Purvis,  Robert 
Quilter.  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Redmond,  J.  E.   (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Riokett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighe.) 
Robson,  William  Snowdon 
Roche,  John  (East  Gal  way) 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Scott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  John(Forfar8h. ) 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint.) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Sonttar,  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 


Corpai'aiion  BUI, 
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Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stewart,  Sir  Mk.  J.  M^Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strachey,  Edward 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tennant,  Haiold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  ( Carmarthen,  E. ) 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tully,  Ja&per 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
W^arde,  Lieut-Col.  C.E,  (Kent) 
Webster,  R.  G.  (St.  Pancras) 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whiteley,H.  ( Ashton-under-L) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  John  C.  (NotU.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wills,  Sir  William  Henry 
Wilson,  Fred.  W.  (Norf^k) 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  (York,  W.R. 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 
Wilson,  John  (Grovan) 
Wilson,  J.W.  (Worcester,  N.) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Wjrvill,  Marmadnke  D'Arcy 
Young,Commander(Berks,  £.) 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 
Tellers    for  the  Ayes — 

Mr.    Patrick    O'Brien  and 

Captain  Donelan. 


Aird,  John 

Allhusen,  Augustus  Henry  E. 
Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Anstruther,  H.  T. 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold- Forster,  Hugh  O. 
Bagot,  Capt.  J.  FitzRoy 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Banbury,  Frederick  Greorge 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry,  Rt.  Hn.A.H.S.(Hunts) 
Bathurst,  Hn.  Allen  Benjamin 
Blakiston- Houston,  John 
Boulnois,  Edmund 
Bousfield,  William  Robsrt 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Brymer,  William  Ernest 
Butcher,  John  George 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(Derbysh.) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clarke,  Sir  Edw.  (Plymouth) 
Colston,  C.  E.  H.  Athole 
Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cruddas,  Wmj  Donaldson 
Curzon,  Viscount 


NOES. 

Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wingfield- 
Disraeli,  Coninssby^  Ralnh 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir.  F.  Dixon 
Dorrington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Fisher,  William  Hajres 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Robert  P.- 
Fletcher, Sir  Henry 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbs,  Hn.A.G.H.(C.  of  Lend. 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Goeohen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gr^iam,  Henry  Robert 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardv,  Laurence 
Heath,  James 
Hermon- Hodge,  Robert  T. 
Hill,Sir£dwardStock  (Bristol) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 


Hornby.  Sir  William  Henry 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  J.  Henry  Cecil 
Hubbe^  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutchinson,  CaptG.W.  Grioe- 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks.  N.R!) 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.  W^m.  Lawiee 
Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kemp,  Greorge 

Kenyon-^ney,  Col.  W^illiam 
Lawrence,SirE.  Duming-(Com 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lecky,Rt.  Hn.  WUliamE.  H. 
Lees,  Sir  Elliot  (Birkenhead) 
Llewellyn,  E.  H.  (Somerset) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Lone,  Col.  Chas.  W.  (Evesham) 
Luboock,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
M*Calmont,Col.J.(  Antrim,  E. } 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,  R  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monm'thsh.) 
Morrison,  Walter 
Mount,  William  George 
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MurraY,Col.Wyndham  (Bath) 
Newark,  Viscount 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,  Hon.  Sir  H.  S. 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Penn,  John 
P*»rcy.  Earl 

Pilkington,R.  (Lanes.  Newton) 
Pretyman,  Ernest  CJeorge 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.-Col.  Eilward 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 


{13  June  1899} 

Roand,  James 

Ru88ell,Gen.F  S.(Cheltenham) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Sandys,  Lt.-Col.  Thos.  Myles 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,  William(Derby8. ) 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Smith,  Hon.  W.F.D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 


the  Lords, 
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Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Usbome,  Thomas 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Wen t worth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  J.  Powell- (Birm.) 
Wolff,  Gustav  WUhelm 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.B.  Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 
Tellers  for    the    Noes— 

Mr.    Carson    and    Colonel 

Saunderson. 


Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered;  to  be 
read  the  third  time. 

IONIAN  BANK  BILL.   (By  Order.) 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton) :  It  must  be  understood  by  the  pro- 
moters that  I  can  only  allow  this  Bill  to 
be  read  a  second  time  on  the  distinct 
understanding  that  certain  clauses  shall 
be  inserted  at  the  initiative  of  the  Trea-' 
sury.  The  Bill  does  away  altogether 
with  the  Stamp  Duty,  and  the  Estate 
Duty  in  certain  cases,  and  that  is  a 
matter  we  must  deal  with. 

Bill  read  a  second  time  and  committed. 

ST.  NEOTS  WATER  BILL  [Lords]. 
(By  Order.) 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  be 
deferred  till  Monday."— (ifr.  J.  W,  Lowther,) 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE  :  I  object. 

♦Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  (Cumberland) : 
I  appeal  to  my  hon.  friend  not  to  press 
the  objection.  I  may  point  out  that,  as 
a  result  of  extending  the  time  for  the 
consideration  of  anotner  Bill,  the  House 
is  not  now  to  be  troubled  with  it,  so  there 
is  sometimes  a  distinct  advantage  gained 
by  postponement. 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE :  Of  course,  after 
that  appeal,  I  withdraw  my  objection, 
but  it  must  be  understood  that  it  is  the 
last  time  I  give  way.     The  House  ought 


not  to  delay  consideration  of  a  Bill  when 
a  day  has  been  definitely  decided  upon. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Monday 
next. 

TOTLAND  WATER  BILL  [Lords], 
Read  a  second  time  and  committed. 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  8)  BILL, 

PIER  AND   HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  1)  BILL, 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

STANDING  ORDERS. 

Resolution  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee— 

«  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Bradford  Tram- 
ways and  Improvement  Bill,  Petition  for 
additional  Provision,  the  Standing  Orders 
ought  to  be  dispensed  with :— That  the  parties 
he  permitted  to  introduce  their  additional 
Provision,  if  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  think 
fit" 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS.  ~ 
That  they  have  agreed  to — 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  l)BiU; 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  4)  Bill. 

Amendments  to — 

West  Highland  RaUway  BiU  [Lards] 
without  Amendment. 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled 
"  An  Act  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the 
Electric  Lighting  Acts,  1882  and  1888, 
relating  to  Clontarf."  [Electric  Lighting 
Proviswnal  Order  (No.  9)  BiU  {Lards.).] 
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Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Macleaii,  James  Macken/le 
BiIacNeill,  John  I  Gordon  Swift 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M* Arthur,  WilUani  (rornwAll) 
M*Deririott,  F'atrick 
M*Ghee,  Richanl 
M'Kennat  Keginald 
M' Kill  op,  Jariies 
M*Lerj*l,  John 
MadiliMon,  Fred. 
Mappin,  Sir  Krederirk  Thorpe 
Mark.').  Henry  Hananel 
Mellor,  Tolorjel  (Lancashire) 
Mellor,  Ht.  Hn.  J,  W.<  Vorks.) 
Mend  I,  Si»p^s  .  und  Ferdinand 
Middlenior«,  J.  Thro'^mortOD 
Minch,  Matthew 
Molloy,  liemard  r>harl«e 
Monk,  Charles  Janie« 
Mcjon,  Edward  Holw^rt  Pacy 
Mor^'an,  .L  I^.  (rannarthen) 
Morpn,  W.  I*.  (Merthjr) 
Moriey,  Ri.  Hon.  .LfMoutroBe) 
Morrell,  (ieorge  Herliert 
Monift,  Samuel 
Morton,  At.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.   (Devonport) 
Monlton,  John  Fletcher 
M  a  ni  a^han ,  ( J  eor^e 
Norton,  Capt,  Ce*'il  William 
Nu«8ey,  Thomas  Will  an  s 
U'Brien^  James  V.  X.  (Cork) 
O'C'onnor,  J.  (Wicklow,W.) 
O'Connor.  T.  R  (LiveriKMjl) 
O* Kelly t  Jam 63 
Oldrovii  Mark 
O^Malley,  William 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Palmer,  (1.  Wni.  (Keailiog) 
Parnell,  John  Howard 
Paul  ton,  J  am  PS  Mellor 
Perks,  liobert  William 


Aird,  John 

Allhu.»ien,  Anguntus  Henry  E. 
All  sop  p,  Hon.  (ieorge 
Anetnither,  H,  T. 
Arch'lale,  1m !  ward  Mr-sr^-yn 
Arnold- For»ter,  Hu*;h  U, 
JJagot,  Capt.  J.  Fit/Jioy 
BaOey*  .lames  (Walworth) 
Banlmry,  Fre<ierick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barry,  Rt.  Un.A.H.S^(Hiinta) 
BathtirHt,  Hn.  Allt^n  Re  oj  am  in 
BlakiM to n -  H ouh ton ,  J o h n 
Boulnois,  Ed  n  I  and 
BouBlielcI,  William  Rohtrt 
Brookheld,  A.  Montagu 
Brymer,  William  Ernes  I 
Butoher,  .lohn  j  leor^e 
Caveiiduah,  V^ .  C  W.  (l)erhysih. ) 
Cecil,  Hlvelvn  (Hertford,  Eaiit) 
Chaloner,  ('^aptain  R.  G.  W. 
Ohamherlain,  .L  A,  (WorcV) 
Charring Um,  Sjiencer 
Clarke,  Sir  Edw.  (Plymouth) 
Colaion,  C.  E.  H.  Athole 
Cott^m-.Jodrell,  CoL  E.  T,  D. 
CiipiiSj  CharldH  Alfred 
Cniddas  Wm:  Donaldson 
Curjton^  Viscount 


{COMMONS} 

Philipps,  John  W^ynford 
Pick  am,  Benjamin 
PickersgiU,  Edward  Hare 
F*ierpoint,  Rol>ert 
Pilk'mjfton,Sir<_J.A4L'nc8.SW) 
Pirie,  Duncan  V. 
Piatt- Hi^'^ins,  Frederick 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Shaqt 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Rohert  John 
Priestley,  Hrip^s  (Yorks.) 
Priestley,  Sir  W,  O.  (Edin.) 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburgh 
Purvifl,  Jtoliert 
Qnilten  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rasch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Reckitt,  Harold  James 
Redmond,  J.   E.   (Waterford) 
Kedmond,  William  (Clare) 
Kichardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Riokett.J.  Conipton 
Robertfi,  John  Bryn  (Eifion} 
Roberta,  John  H.*(Denbighe.) 
Rohson,  William  Snowdon 
Roch©j  John  (East  Galway) 
Rothschild,  HoiL  Lionel  \V. 
ftoyds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Kuisell,  T.  W,  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Te«a) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Scoble.  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Scott,  Chas,  Prestwich  (Leigh) 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Sinclair,  ( 'apt.  John(Forfar8h. ) 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker (Lan arks,) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint.) 
Soaniea,  Arthur  Wellesiey 
Souttar^  Robinson 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon*  Philip  J. 
Stanley,  Henry  >L  (Lambeth) 

NOES. 

Digby,  John  K.  D.  WingBeld- 
Disraeli,  ConinL^by  Rahoh 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir,  F.  Dixon 
Dorrington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford^  William  Theodore 
Drage,  (Geoffrey 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Fisher,  William  Hayea 
Fison,  Freflerick  William 
FitzGerald,  Sir  Rol>ert  R- 
Fleicher,  Sir  Henry 
Folkestone,  Viscoimfc 
Foflter,  Cohmel  (Lancuter) 
Gallowav,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
GiblB,  Hn.A.G.H.(a  of  Lond, 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
GoldBworthy,  Ma] or-General 
Goechen,  Goorge  .!.  (Sussex) 
GoiiMin)^,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Heathy  James 
Hennon- Hodge,  Robert  T. 
Hill.SirEdwardSbock  (Briatol) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
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Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stewart,  Sir  Mk.  J.  M'Ti 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strachey,  Edward 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Stuart,  James  (Shoreditcb) 
Sullivan,  Doual  ( Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D-  (Donegal,  W.) 
Ten  nan  t,  Haiold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen, E,) 
Thorhiim,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philipa 
TnJly,  Jafcper 
Wallace,  Rol>ert 
Walton,  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.> 
Wanklyn,  J  amies  Lealie 
Warde,  Lieut  Col.  C.E,  (Kent) 
Webster,  R.  G.  (St.  Pancfas) 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
WTiiteley,  H.  ( Ash  ton  -under- L) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  John  C.  (NotU.) 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wills,  Sir  William  Henry 
Wilson,  Fred,  W.  (Norfolk) 
Wihon,  Henry  J.  (York,  W,R, 
%Vil8on,  John' (Durham,  Mid) 
WiL«it>n,  John  (Go van) 
Wilson,  J.W.  (Woreeater,  N.) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Wyvill,  Marmadiike  D*Arcy 
You ng,Com  man  der(  Berks,  E. ) 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  Eost) 
Yoxafi,  JameH  Henry 
TELr^KKS      FOJi     THE     AYES— 

Mr.    Patrick    O'Brien   and 
Captain  Donelan, 


Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 

Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hozier,  Hon.  J,  Henry  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
H ut^?hinson,  CaotG.  W.  Grice- 
Hutton,  John  (Ytirks.  N.RI) 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.  Win.  LawioB 
Jebb,  Richard  t'laverliouse 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jonas 
Johnston,  William  (Belfarit) 
Kemp,  George 

Kenyon  S^aney,  Col.   William 
La  wre  n  ce,Sir  E .  D  nrning-  ( Com 
LftWi^on,  John  (irant  (\  orkr*.) 
Locky,  lit.  Hn.  William  E.  H. 
Leew,  Sir  Elliot  (Birkenhead) 
Llew^ellyn,  E.  H.  (Somerset) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Louff,  Col  Cha**.  W^.  ( Evesham) 
LubTx)ck,  lit-  Hon.  Sir  John 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
M*Calmont,Col.J.(  Antrim,  E. ) 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Maple,  Sir  John  HI  und  ell 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,  R-  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (Monrn'thah.) 
Morrison^  Watter 
Motint,  Williiiim  George 
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M array, CoLWyndbauj  (Bath) 
Newark,  Vis<?iiimt 
NichoWn,  Wllliaiu  Gmliani 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,  Hon.  Sir  H.  S. 
O'Neill,  1 1  on.   KoK^rt  Torrtjns 
Urr-Ewin^,  Chttiles  Lindsay 
FeQii,  Jolm 
IVrcy,  Karl 

I  *i  I  k  tuy  to  n ,  U.  (  Ljwi c« .  N  ewton ) 
Fretyuian,  Ernest  tleorne 
Pryce-done«,  Lt.-f'i>L  Edward 
H&nkiti,  Sir  James 
Rennhaw,  Chaile»  Bine 
Robertson,  Hx5rlj€rt(Ha<?kney3 


{13  June  1899} 

Koutid,  ^fameii 

KusHellGeiL  F  S.tChelteiiliam) 
Rutherford,  John 
llyder,  John  Herbert  I  hid  ley 
Sandys,  LL-t'ol.  Thos.  Myles 
Seel y J  rhurlea  Hilton 
Sharpe,  Williaiii  ! Edward  T. 
Sidebotham,  .1.  \V.  (♦  'heahire) 
SidelMittom,  Winiarut  Derby s, ) 
Siniefjn,  Sir  Barrington 
Smith.  Hon.  \X.b\D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirlinf^- Maxwell.  Sir  -John  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm,  Edw.  Murray 


the  LorJs. 
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Tritton,  ChiirlBs  Ernest 
Us  bo  me,  Thomtis 
Valentia,  \'iscount 
Wiilrond,  Rt.  lln.  Sir  Wm.  IL 
Wei  by.  Lieui,-('ol.  A.  r.  E. 
Wtuit\vcirtb,  I5rucei\  Vernon- 
Wbitniore,  Cliarles  Algernon 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Etinii.) 
Wolli;  tiimtav  Wilbelni 
Wortley,  Ht>  Hn.  C.B.  Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndbani-Quin,  Major  W.  H- 
Tkllers   for    the    Noes— 

Mr,     ("ar.Hon    and    Colonel 

Sannderson. 


I 
I 


Main  Question  put,  und  agt'eed  to. 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered ;  to  be 
read  the  third  time. 

lUNlAN  B.\JSK  BILL.    (By  Order.) 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbuky,  Pres- 
ton) :  It  must  l>e  understood  by  the  pro- 
moters that  I  can  only  allow  this  Bill  to 
be  read  a  second  time  on  the  distinct 
understanilin^  that  eertain  clauses  shall 
be  inserted  at  the  initiative  of  the  Trea-' 
sury.  The  Bill  does  away  altogether 
with  the  Stamp  Duty,  and  tlie  Estate 
Duty  in  certain  cases,  and  that  is  a 
matter  we  must  deal  with. 

Bill  read  a  second  time  and  committed 

ST.  NEOTS  WATER  BILL  [Lords]. 
(By  Ortier,} 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read 

Motion  maile  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  Seeond   Re*yling  of  the  Bill  he  1 
deferred  till  Monday/'— (^r,  J.  IV.  Lowihtr.) 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE:  I  object. 

*Mii.  J.  W,  LOWTHER  (Cumberland) : 
I  appeal  to  my  hon.  friend  not  to  press 
the  objection.  I  may  point  out  that,  as  ^ 
a  result  of  extending  the  time  for  the 
consideration  of  another  Bill,  the  House 
is  not  now  tc*  be  troubled  with  it,  so  there 
k  sometimes  a  distinct  advantage  gained 
by  postponement. 

Mr.  DUNCOiMBE  :  Of  course,  after 
that  appeal,  I  withdraw  my  objection, 
but  it  must  be  understood  that  it  is  the 
last  time  I  give  way,     The  House  ought 


not  to  delciy  consideration  of  a  Bill  when 
a  day  has  been  definitely  decided  upon. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Monday 
next. 

TOTLAND  WATER  BILL  [Lords J 
Read  a  second  time  and  committed 

LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  8)  BILL, 

PIER  AND    HARBOUR  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No,  1}  BILL, 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

STANDING  ORDERS. 

Resolution  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee— 

"  That,  in  the  case  of  the  Bradford  Tram- 
wavs  and  Improvement  Bill,  Petition  for 
adilitional  Provision,  the  Standing  Orders 
ought  to  l>e  disi>ensed  with  :— That  the  parties 
be  permitted  to  introduce  their  additionad 
Provision  J  if  the  Committee  on  the  BiU  think 
fit." 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE   LORDS.  ~ 
That  they  have  agreed  to — 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  l)Bin; 

EJectric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders 
(No,  4)  Bid 

Amendments  to— 

West  Flighland  Railway  Bill  {Lords} 
without  Amendment* 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled 
'*  An  Act  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  the 
Electric  Lighting  Aets,  1882  and  1888, 
relating  to  Clontarf.'*  [Electric  Lighting 
Provisional  Order  (No.  9)  Bill  {Lonk,).] 
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Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  con- 
firm certain  ProWsional  Orders  made  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  under  the  Electric 
Lighting  Acts,  1882  and  1888,  relating  to 
East  Retford,  Failsworth,  Pemberton, 
Stourbridge,  Swinton  and  Pendlebury, 
and  Wednesbury/'  [Electric  Lighting 
Provisional  Orders  (No.  11)  Bill  (Lords).] 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "  An  Act 
for  enabling  the  Transvaal  Mortgage, 
Loan,  and  Finance  Company,  Limited,  to 
arrange  with  the  holders  of  their 
founders'  shares,  for  sulxlividing  shares, 
and  creating  certain  preferences  ;  and  for 
other  purposes."  [Transvaiil  Mortgage, 
Loan,  and  Finance  Company  Bill  (Lords).] 

ELECTRIC    LIGHTING      PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  9  BILL).    [Lords.] 

Read  the  first  time  ;  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  231.] 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTINC;     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  II  BILL).    [Lords.] 

Read  the  first  time  ;  referred  to  the 
Kxaminers  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
and  to  be  printtd.     [Bill  232.] 

TRANSVAAL   MORTGACiE,   LOAN,  AND 
FINANCE  COMPANY  BILL.     [Lords.] 

Read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 


PETITIOXS. 


BOROUGH  FUNDS  ACT,  1872. 
Petition  from  Ik^thesdii,  for  alteration 
of  Law  :  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ELEMENTARY     EDUCATION    (VOLUN- 
TARY SCH<K>LSK 

Petition  from  Tranmere,  for  altenition 
of  Law  :  to  lie  up«>n  the  Table. 

GROUND  RENTS iTAXATION  RY  LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES). 

Petitit»n  from   Hudder^fiold,  in  favour  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LIQUOR  TRAFFIC  LOCAL  VETi)  jSCOT 
LAND  RILL. 

Petition  In^ni  BlackfonL  in  favour  :  to 

lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL      <;oVKRNMKNT      (SCOTLAND^ 
ACT  vl8i4i  AMENDMENT  RILL. 

Petition  from  Polnn-nt,  in  favour  :  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH   ACTS   AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Petition  from  Plymouth,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE     OF     INTOXICATING      LIQUORS 
ON    SUNDAY    BILL. 

Petition  from  Nottingham,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

VrV'ISECTION. 

Petition  from  London,  for  prohibition : 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURXS,    BEPOBTS,     ctV, 


ARMY  (SPECIAL  PENSIONS). 
Copy  presented,— of  Return  for  the 
year  ended  31  st  March,  1899,  of  Pensions 
specially  grante<l  under  Articles  730, 
1170,  and  1207  of  the  Army  Pay  War- 
rant [by  Command] :  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

SOUTH    AFRICAN    REPUBLIC. 
Copy  presented,— of  Papers  relating  to 
the  Complaints  of  British  Subjects  in  the 
South  African  Republic  [l>y  Command] : 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EXPLOSIVES. 
Copy  presented,— of  Twenty-thiid 
Annual  Report  of  Her  Majesty's  Inspec- 
tors of  Explosives,  l>eing  for  the  year 
1898  [by  Command] :  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

EXPLOSIONS  lUPLEES    MARSHES 
FAVERSHAMi. 

Copy  presented,— of  Report  hv  Colonel 
A.  Fonl,  C.B.,  Her  Majesty's  Chief 
Inspector  of  Explosives,  on  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  destruction  and 
explosion  of  oarlK)-gelatine  in  course  of 
manufacture,  whicli  iKcum»il  at  the 
factory  of  the  Cott(»n  Powder  Company, 
at  Uplees  Marshes,  near  Faversham,  on 
the  oth  May.  lsy<»  [by  Command]  :  to  lie 
uj)on  the  TabK-. 

EXPLOSIONS   .STREETLV.    BIRMING- 
HAM . 

Copy  pivscnted,-  -of  Kept^rt  bv  Major 
A.  Cuo^vr-Kiv.  I;.A..  Her  ^Iajesty's 
Iiispocttu-  f»f  Kxplosivo<,  to  the  right 
hon.  the  Soiivtaiy  of  State  for  the  Home 
Uepartinent.  «ui  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing an  explore  Ml  ul    }ercu8sion    caps    in 


1057 


{13  JUKK  1899} 


course  of  manufacture  at  the  factorv  of 
the  Birmiri^ham  Metal  and  Munitions 
Company,  Limited,  at  Streetly,  near 
Birmingham,  on  the  llth  April,  1899 
[by  Ccjmmand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

INEBKLVTE    HEFORMATORrES  (KULES 
FUR  MANAGEMENT), 

Copy  presented,^!  Rules,  made  vrith 
the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  for  the  L>omeatic 
Management  of  the  certitied  Inehriato 
Reformatory  at  Horfield,  in  the  county  of 
Gloucester  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

MERCHANT  SIirPPINt;,  1898, 
Copy  orderef!,  "of  Tablus  showing  the 
Progress  of  British   Merchnnt  Shipping/* 

Copy  presented  accoi-dingly ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printe<L  [No. 
217.] 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING      PRuVISlONAL 
ORDERS. 

Copy  ordered,  **  of  Memorandum  stat- 
ing the  nature  of  the  Pro|X)3iils  cojitained 
in  the  Provisional  Order  inchided  in  the 
Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Order  (No. 
20)  Bill' —(J//.  Eitchk.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Talkie,  and  to  lie  printed.  [No. 
2ia] 

COMPANIES  (WINDING  UP), 
Return  ordere<l,  **  of  the  names  of  all 
the  companies  registered  in  Englantl 
which  were  ordered  to  bo  wound  up  by 
the  Court,  or  which  passe*!  resolutions 
for  winding  up  voluntarily,  iluring  the 
year  ending  the  31  at  day  of  December 
1896,  showing  the  names  and  addresses 
of  the  liquidators,  and  giving  the  follow- 
ing particulars,  \dz.  :  (1)  the  amount  of 
paid-up  capital,  distinguishing  the  amonnt 
paid  up  in  cash  and  the  amoiuit  issued  as 
paid  up  otherwise  than  for  cash  ;  (*i)  the 
estimated  amount  of  probable  1cm*s  iiinsing 
Of  J  each  of  the  aljove-named  das.'jes  of 
shares,  respectively ;  (3)  the  estimated 
amount  of  pro  liable  loss  to  unsecured  or 
partially  secured  creditors ;  (4)  the  names 
of  companies  going  into  liquidatiiiu  during 
the  year  1896  on  which  no  losses  to 
ahaieholdei-s  or  creditors  are  estimated  as 
_.prol>ahle/* — (.1//.  (%iHrs  M" Arthur.) 

DHAIN.\GE  SEPAKATION. 

Bill  to  enai)le  Local  Authorities  to  deal 
separately  with  the  sewage  ant  J  drainage 

vol..  LXXII.        [FocuTH  SEniES.] 
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of  their  districts,  ordered  bo  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Stephens,  Sir  John  Lubbock,  Sir 
Walter  Foster,  Sir  William  Priestley, 
Mn  John  Burns,  Mr,  Bigwood,  Mr. 
Cripps,  Mr.  Lawsori  Walton,  Dr.  Ambrose^ 
and  Mr.  Bry nmor  Jones. 

REGISTRATION    OF    ELECTORS 
(ENt;LAND). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  regaixling  the 
Registration  of  Electors  in  England, 
ordei'ed  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  R.  G. 
Webster,  Sir  Edward  (lourley,  Major 
Raschj  Mr.  Vaughan -Davies,  and  Mr, 
Pierpoint. 

DRAINAGE  SEPARATION  BILL. 

*'  To  enable  Local  Authorities  to  deal 
separately  with  the  sewage  and  drainage 
of  their  districts,"  presented,  and  road  the 
first  time  ;  to  he  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  21st  June,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  233.] 

REGISTRATION   OF   ELECTORS 
(ENGLAND)  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Law  regarding  the 
Registration  of  Electors  in  England,  pre- 
sented, and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Monday,  3rd 
July,  and  to  be  printed,     [Bill  234.] 


QUESTIONS, 


LONGFORD  MILITLV. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Cavan,  W.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  Stat^ 
for  War  whether  the  decision  oif  the  War 
Office  authorities  to  remove  the  Militia, 
headquarters  from  Longford  to  xMullingar 
was  come  to  by  consultetion  with  the 
officers  of  the  regiment ;  whether  it  ■  waa 
owing  to  the  ditficulty  of  finding  cadets 
for  service  with  the  regiment  that  the 
change  was  decided  upon,  and  whether  it 
is  now  final  and  irrevocable  ;  and  to  what 
purpose  is  it  int^^nded  to  put  the  Artillery 
or  Upper  Bai-racks  in  Longfoid  formerly 
occupied  by  those  men. 

♦The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wvndham, 
Dover)  i  There  is  no  intention  of  altering 
the  decision  in  regard  to  the  removn!  of 
the  heatlquarters  from  Longford  to  Mul- 
lingar.  The  liarracka  at  Longfi^nl  are  at 
present  occupied  by  a  field  Ijattery  of 
Royal  Artillery,  pending  the  provision  of 
a  new  barrack  elsewhere, 

2  P 
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Chesterfield) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office  whether,  in 
the  Return  No.  150,  of  1899,  which  was 
ordered  by  the  House  in  February  last 
-and  distributed  in  May,  of  the  gross  and 
net  rentals  of  property  at  Salisbury  Plain 
purchased  by  the  War  Department,  the 
•column  he^ed  "  present  rental  "  gives  in 
all  cases  the  actual  rental  paid  to  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  land  at  the  time  of  pur- 
chase, OF  whether  in  any  cases  the  amount 
€f  rental  in  that  column  represents  a 
nominal  rental  which  in  practice  was 
reduced  by  an  allowance  of,  in  some  cases, 
as  much  as  20  per  cent,  reduction  on  the 
nominal  rent. 

The  financial  SECRETAEY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr,  J,  Powell 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.) :  The  figures 
shown  in  the  column  "  present  rental  ^'  of 
the  lie  turn  referred  to  represent  the  actual  I  ment  message, 
rent  on  the  4th  AprO,  1899,  i.e.^  the  date  ' 
on  which  the  lieturn  was  rendered. 


I  can  explain  the  circumstatices  under  which  I 
'  the     representative     of     the     Transvaal 
'  Government  in  Euiope  received  informa- 
tion  as   to   the   proceefiin^  at   and  the 
result   of    the   Bloemfontem   Conference 


before  such  information  reached  the 
Colonial  Office, 

Mr.    J.     CHAMBERLAIN:     Sir    A. 

Milner's  memorandum  was  at  first  com- 
municated to  K^uter's  Agency,  and  was 
transmitted  as  a  Press  message,  and 
not  as  a  Government  meass^e.  The 
delay  in  transmission  was  due  to  the 
partial  interruption  of  the  cable  for 
repairs.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that 
there  was  any  intentional  interference 
with  its  despatch.  The  message  sent 
from  the  Transvaal  was  sent  as  a  Govern- 
ment message,  and  so  obtained  priority. 
On  learning  that  fie  uteres  message  was 
delayed  I  instructed  Sir  A.  MUner  to 
have  his  memorandum  sent  as  a  Govern- 


CEYLON  LAND  ORDINANCES. 
Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.) :  I 
"beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
€olonie8  when  he  vdW  distribute  to 
Meml^rs  the  report  of  the  Governor  of 
Ceylon  on  the  working  of  the  Land 
Ordinances  Act  of  1897,  in  that  island. 

Tim  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for  the 
COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Bir- 
jninghara,  W.) :  Papers  relating  to  the 
Waste  Lands  Ordinances  and  Mn  Le 
Mesuricr's  complaints  will  he  laid  before 
the  House  as  soon  as  they  can  be  prlnted. 
The  papers  are  somewhat  voluminous, 
and  there  may  be  longer  delay  than  I  had 
contemplated,  but  the  matter  is  being 
pressed  forward  as  much  as  possible. 

THE  TRANSVAAL— THE  ULOEMFON- 
TEIN  CONFEKENCE 

Mil  ELLIS  J,  GRIFFITH  (Anglesey) : 
1  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  he  can  state  the 
i-ause  of  the  delay  in  the  transmission  of 
Sir  Alfred  Milner's  memorandum  on  the 
subject  of  the  Bloemfontein  Conference ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  there  was  intentional  inter- 
fererice  with  the  prompt  and  regular 
despatch  of  svich  memorandum  ;  can  he  I 
stat43  where  the  delay  in  the  transmission 
of  the  m«^3sage  occurre*!  ;  and  whether  he 


Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies,  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  a  i^tatement  made  in  & 
Renter  telegram  on  Friday  last  to  the 
etfect  that  Sir  Alfred  Milner  had  acknow- 
ledged that  Mr.  Krnger's  request  for 
arbitration  by  other  than  foreign  Powers 
on  all  points  of  fiitnre  difference  under 
the  Convention  was  reasonable:  and, 
when  the  official  documents  which  throw 
i  light  on  what  took  place  will  be  pub* 
lished. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  have  re* 

ceived  the  following  explanation  from  Sir 
Alfreil  Milner  in  regartl  to  the  statement 
to  which  the  hon.  Mend)er's  question  re- 
lates: 

"  The  Pre«idenV'>*  statement  referred  to  \»  uti 
inferenee  from  v  Iiat  I  s^ald  which  I  con^def 
WH-s  not  j  list  i  tied,  and  whir  1 1  I  immediately 
,  ooirectetl.  Mv  iwj'-ition  ini  tlie  suhject  is  cor- 
j  rectly  siimmetl  ui>  in  the  wordwof  my  tclejymni 
of  tlie  6th  in?* taut,  vi/.  :—*  Arbitration  had 
been  mentioned  dtirin;:  tlie  Conference  along 
with  other  nuitte^rs.  hut  no  tleitnite  pro|»OHal  oh 
the  ftuhjet't  wan  hefor**  his  Exndlenry  at  th^ 
moment.  t>n  **onif*  c|ne*<tionN  Her  Ma^e^ty's 
(tovernmeni    ileurly    l'ou1«1      not    arljitra\«. 


and  on  no  finest  ion  would  tliey  ever  a^vie  to 
arbitration  ny  nie^nH  of  a  foreiit^n  Governments 
At  the  wim^  tini**  ttiere  wa.H  a  clai*»  of  qucB- 
lion  ubo lit  w hieh  H  cr  Maj  esty 'ft  CJo vern  men t 
nii^'hi  )!f,a«e  to  arbitrate  if  a  Mnitahle  method 
coiihJ  1m5  found  :  if  a  |»roi*OHal  on  tlint  ntihject 
was  ^iibniUt«d  Sit  any  time  it  *'<iiild  )»e  van- 
»hlered  indeiH?ndently  of  any  of  the  proceed- 
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iBgfl  of  ilus  Conference.     M  alrea^tly  pointed 
out,   Hb  Excellency  vras  not  autlionKPil  to 
disouM  tlib  queslioo,  but  any  detinlte  proposi- 
Uoik  which  His  Honour  niij^ht  make  at  any 
time  would  Im  submitted  to  the  con?*ideration 
of  Her    Majesty's    Government.    I   di«*tinctly 
Btated  that  arbitration  was  not  adniL'^aible  on 
all  qnestiona  of  diflerenci? ;  and   e<|ually  dia- 
tinL-itlv  tlmt  on  no  qnft**tion  would  arbitration 
by  a  foreii;n  Power  l»e  ad  mi  tted.     As  re^anJs 
the  Presiilent^*  i»ostt\un  in  tlie  matter  he  never 
explainer!  what  he  meant  by  arbitration,  or  I 
made    iinj    definite   |rrn]>osjit     On  the  other  ' 
hand,  I  did  cert ahiJy  j^'at her  from  tlie  remark  I 
to     which    reference    in    mmle   that    lie    was  ' 

Prepared   to  aliandon  arbitration  by  foreign  I 
'owers.'* 

Since  the  Conference  President  Kruger  | 
baa  submitted  a  proposal  on  the  subject  | 
of  arbitriition  which  contemplates  that  | 
the  president  of  the  arbitral  tribunal  | 
flhould  be  the  foreigner.  The  official 
documents  connected  uith  the  Bloemfon-  | 
tein  Conference  will  be  published  as  s^oon  \ 
4ta  possible  after  they  are  received. 

ALLEGED    ARMING    THE    BOERS     IN 
NATAL. 

Sm  ALFRED  HICKMAN  (Wolver- 
hampton, West) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he 
has  any  information  to  the  effect  that  the 
Transvaal  Government  has  recently  dis- 
tributed arms  and  ammunition  among  the 
Boers  in  Natal,  and  is  arming  our  own 
subjects  against  this  country  ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  w^ll  use  his  influence  with  the 
Natal  Government  to  prevent  this  going 
on. 

Mr,  J-  CHAMBERLAIN .  I  have  re- 
ceived no  such  information. 

POLITICAL  RIGHTS  OF  UITLANDERS. 

SiE   ELLIS   ASHMEADBARTLETT 

-(Sheffield,  Ecclesall)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  what 
'Steps  Her  Majesty's  Grovernment  propose 
to  take  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  in- 
creasing danger  to  the  public  peace,  and 
to  the  general  commercial  interest,  caused  i 
by  the  refusal  by  the  Boer  Government  of  \ 
personal  liberty  and  political  rights  to  the 
Uitlanders  of  the  Transvaal,  who  number 
over  two-thirds  of  the  white  population. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  1  have  al- 
ready stated  that  Sir  A.  Milner  ha-s  been 
instructed  to  have  the  despatch  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  written  in  reply  to 
the  petition  from  Bntish  subjects  in  the 
Transvaal  communicated  to  the  Govern- 1 
ment  of  the  South  African  Republic,  and 


a  Blue  Book  containing  this  despatch  and 
other  papers  will  be  !aid  on  the  Table  to- 
day. Her  Majesty's  Government  will 
wait  for  the  despatches  from  the  High 
Couuiiissioner  with  full  reports  of  the 
Conference  before  sending  further  instrue- 
tions. 


Un.  C.  R  SCOTT  (Lancashire,  Leigh])  : 
I  beg  to  a^k  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  what  is  the  shortest  time  within 
which  a  foreigner  eoujing  to  this  country 
can  actually  exercise  the  franchise  ;  and 
how  this  peri<j<l  comimi-es  with  that  pro- 
posed hy  Mi\  Kruger  for  conferring  the 
iranchiae  on  Uitlanders. 

Mr,  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  said:  A  for^ 
eigner  coming  to  this  country  c<iri  be 
naturalised  after  five  years'  residence  in 
the  Unitetl  Kingdom.  After  naturalisa- 
tion, if  otherwise  qualified,  ho  can  be  regis- 
tered  and  can  exercise  the  franchise  from 
the  1st  of  January  alter  he  is  registered. 
If  he  completes  the  five  years'  residence 
and  is  natural ise<l  just  before  the  last 
day  for  sending  in  claims  for  registration, 
he  can  actually  exercise  the  franchise 
within  five  years  imd  about  five  months 
after  coming  to  this  country.  The  perroil 
within  which  it  is  proposerl  hy  Preside^it 
Kruger  that  a  foreigner  coming  into  the 
Transvaal  may  obtain  the  franchise  ap- 
pears to  be  se\'en  years,  namely  two 
years  before  natnralisiition  aiid  five  years 
after  naturalisation.  But  the  pro|Kwd  is 
only  partially  retro-active  and  foreigners 
who  have  !ive<1  in  the  Transvaal  from 
before  1890  would  still  have  to  wait  two- 
and-a-half  years  before  obtaining  the 
franchise,  and  foreignei-s  whose  residence 
began  in  or  after  1S90,  and  who  have 
resided  for  two  years  or  more,  would  have 
to  wait  five  ye^rs. 

Mil  swift  Mac  NEILL  {Donegal, 
S.):  Is  the  right  hon,  Genilenuui 
aware  that  in  this  country  a  certificate 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  is  necessjiry 
for  legalising  naturalisation,  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  can  ^s'ithhokl  it  at  his  dis- 
cretion, without  right  of  appeal,  even  U, 
all  other  ret|uirements  are  satisfied  1 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  have 
seen  a  statement  to  that  effect  in  the 
pai>er8.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  wants 
accu  rate  information,  however,  as  to  the  pro-* 
cess  of  naturalisation,  he  had  better  apply 
to  the  Home  Secretary, 
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of  the  reccjntly  issued  Cons^ilar  Report 
oil  Kio  do  Janeiro,  jt  reference  to  the 
eyiU  that  befall  British  bailors  in  that 
port  through  the  traffic  in  drink  carriefl  on 
hy  luwits  licensed  hy  the  municipality  : 
and  whether  the  representations  ma<le 
with  a  view  to  the  suppression  of  this 
traffic  have  lieen  snccessf  uL 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  Yes,  Sir,  My  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  passages  re- 
ferred to  in  the  question.  No  further 
information  has  yet  arrived  from  the 
Consul, 


NEW  WINE  DUTIES. 


liUENOS    AYRES    CATTLE    TRADE. 

Mr.  FIEI.D:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
deent  of  the  Boam  of  Agriculinre 
m^hether  ho  is  aware  that  the  Hiftdustan^ 
from  Buenos  Ayres  to  London  (Deptford) 
with  cattle,  lost  155  bullocks  out  of  160, 
and  H60  sheep  out  of  967,  and  that  she 
Wius  black-listed  for  12  months  from  23rd 
Fofiruary,  1899  :  whether  he  can  state 
the  reason  why  the  black-listing  Order  has 
been  cancelled  in  three  months ;  and 
what  has  occurred  since  to  enable  the 
steamer  to  again  carry  live  stock  ? 

*TuE  PKESIDEKT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  AtlRICULTUKE  (Mr.  \\\  H.  Long, 
Liverjiool,  West  Derby) :  It  is  the  case 
that  the  losses  of  the  IlitidHsf^n  on  a 
voyage  from  the  Argentine,  in  January 
last,  were  as  stated  in  the  question,  and 
inasnuich  as  we  considered  that  the  losses 
were  in  part  attributable  to  the  fittings  of 
the  vessel  we  issued  an  Order  prohibiting 
the  t^irriage  of  cattle  by  her  for  a  perial  of 
12  months^  We  subsequently  received 
assurances  from  the  owners  as  to  the 
future  equipment  of  the  vessel  which 
justihod  us  in  mthdramng  the  prohibition 
Onler^  but  the  result  of  her  voyages  will 
be  closely  watched,  and  the  owners  have 
been  warned  that  any  recurrence  of  the 
losses  may  lead  to  the  re-iraposition  of 
the  Order. 

Mr.  FIELD:  Then  the  name  of  this 
vessel  has  been  removed  from  the  bhvck 
lisfc? 

♦Mr.  W.  H-  LONG:  Yes,  because  I 
have  satisfied  myself  that  the  weathei* 
through  which  the  vessel  passed  was  of 
an  exceptional  character,  and  I  have  re- 
ceived definite  assurances  from  the  owners 
that  steps  will  be  taken  to  make  the 
fittings  more  satisfactory. 


THE 


Mr.  LAMBERT  (Devon,  South  Molten): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer what  amount  of  revenue  he  ex- 
pects to  derive  from  the  new  duty  of  3i 
per  gallon  on  mne  under  30  per  cent. 
proof  spirit. 

*The  CHAKCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUEIi(Sir  M,  Hicks  Beach,  Brwtol^ 

W,):  About  £127,000. 

THE  BAWNBOY  letter  CARRIER 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  :  I  l>eg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  repre- 
senting the  Postmaster-CTeneral,  whether 
he  is  aware  that  John  Pinkman,  a  rural 
letter  carrier  in  the  Ba^mboy  sub-district, 
walks  ei^ht  miles  a  day  in  his  roundly 
only  receiving  therefor  the  sum  of  58.  6<L 
per  week  ;  on  what  scale  is  remuneratioii 
to  these  rural  letter  earners  fixed  ;  and 
will  he  consider  the  case  with  a  view  to 
improvement  of  salary. 

The  FINANCIALSECKETARYto  tm 
treasury  {Mr.  HANBrRY,  Preston; 
The  work  of  the  rural  postman  refei 
to  varies  on  different  days  of  the  w( 
and  it  is  not  clear  from  the  particulars  at 
present  obtainable  what  average  distance 
he  walks  daily.  He  receives  a  sum  of 
5s,  3d.  a^veek.  The  remuneration  to 
messengers  of  this  class  is  fixed  at  the 
rate  of  4d-  per  hour  in  eountry  districts* 
The  Postmaster-General  will  consider  tho 

I  case  of  this  postman,  with  a  ^iew  of  (iscer- 

I  taining  whether  any  increase  of  his  wagei 
is  justified.     It  may  be  fotuid  desirable  to 

I  reduce  his  duties  and  assign  some  of  them 

!  to  other  persons. 

I   LOUGH  RYNN  LETTER  DELH^ERIES. 

I      Mr,     TULLY    (Leitrim,    S.) :    I   beg 

I  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  aa 

j  representing      the      Postmaater-General^ 

whether  repe^ited  complaints   have  been 

received  from  residents  in  Lough  Rynn^ 

i  county  Lei  trim  J  as  to  their  letters  being 

seriously  delayed  by  being  sent  to  Lough* 

glyiHi,  county  Roscommon  ;  and  if  he  can 

state   what    steps    have    l>een   taken    to 

remedy  this  matter. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  Several  eomplaint* 
have  been  received  i?i  regard  to  the  mis- 
sending  of  letters  addressetl  to  Lough 
Rynn.     Instructions  have  been  given  with 

;  the  view  of  ensiuing  the  proper  treatment 
of  correspondence  for  Ijough  Rynn  iti 
future.     The  full  jiddress  for  the  place  is 

I  "Lough     Rynn,     Dromal     R.S.O,,     co. 
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Leitrim,"  and  the  adoption  of  this  address    tion  and  Local   Taxation  Act,  1892,    and 


on  all  occaaiona  would 
the  work  of  the  aortera. 


greatly  facilitate 


BELFAST  POST  OFFICE  STAFF, 
Mr.  SCHWANN:  I  Ijeg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  tht?  Treai^ury,  as  represent- 
ing the  Postmaster-GeneraU  whether  the 
Belfast  Post  Office  authorities  have  made 
the  minimum  pay  of  e^ich  class  the  same 
as  the  maximum  |Kiy  of  the  class  lielow  ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  this  arrangement  has 
reeeived  his  sanction  ;  and»  if  nnt^  would 
he  take  steps  to  increase  the  minimum  of 
the  higher  clashes,  with  retrospeclive 
action  to  September  last,  the  date  of  the 
last  revision. 

Mr.  HANBUHV  :  Cmler  the  last  re- 
vision of  the  indiKir  force  at  Belfast  the 
rainimum  of  each  class  is  the  same  as  the 
maximum  pay  of  the  class  below,  except 
in  the  case  of  the  class  of  clerks  where 
the  minimum  iw  (jverlap|M;d  to  the  extent 
of  17a,  a  year  by  the  maximum  of  the 
sorting  clerks  and  telegraphists.  The 
scales  of  pay  are  those  authoriaefl  by  the 
Treasury  for  the  offices  in  the  class  into 
which  Belfa^st  falls.  An  officer  who  has 
been  at  the  maximum  of  his  scale  for 
more  than  a  year,  on  promotion  enters  the 
higher  cla^ss  at  the  minimum  of  the  scale, 
plus  one  year's  iiRTement.  If  he  has 
ijeen  at  the  maxhnnrn  of  his  scale  for  less 
than  a  year  he  rtuu-ives  bis  first  increment 
in  the  new  class  wherj  that  year  has  been 
completed.  The  Postmaster-General  does 
not  think  it  necessary  to  alter  the  scales 
as  suggested, 

SCOTTISH  SECOMiAin    AND  TE(  H 
NICAL  SCHOOLS. 

Mn,  BUCHANAN  (Alierdeenshit^, 
E.) :  1  lieg  to  ask  the  Lor<l  Advixrate 
if  he  could  st^ite  what  are  the  higher  class 
secondary  and  technical  schools  which 
come  within  the  scope  of  paragraph  3 
of  the  Minute  of  27th  April,  1899. 

*The  junior  lord  of  the  TKEA- 
SUHY  (Mr,  Anstki  TUEk,  St.  Andrew's 
Burgh)  (for  the  Lord  Advocate)  :  In  the 
absence  of  my  right  hon.  friend  I  am 
asked  to  say  that  it  is  impossible  to  give 
any  exhaustive  definition  of  the  schools 
which  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
ijaragniph  referred  to,  iis  each  case  must 
he  judged  on  its  own  merits.  But 
generally  it  may  l»e  said  that  the  scho4>ls 
intended  are  those  which  come  within  the 
terms  of  Section  2(1)  (b|  of   the   Eduea- 


are  not  eligible 
mentary  Grant. 

KERRY  COUNTY  COUNCIL, 
Mr.  field  :  I  lieg  to  ask  the  Cliief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  any  complaints  have  been 
made  to  the  Lwa-l  Govenmient  Board 
that  contractors  to  the  County  Council  of 
Kerry  and  District  Council  of  Cahirci- 
veen  were  membei*3  of  these  Boards ; 
whether  contractors  are  disqualified  by 
the  Local  Goverrmient  Act  of  1898  from 
beir^g  members  of  the  councils  to  which 
they  are  c*>n tractors  ;  whether  there  is  a 
diH'erenco  in  the  law  in  case  of  a  real  and 
nominal  contractor ;  and,  what  steps 
have  been  taken  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment  Boanl  to  praetically  prevent  real  or 
nominal  contractors  from  lieing  members 
of  the  new  l^ocal  Government  bxlies. 

♦The  chief  SECHETARY  for  Hi 
LAND  (Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour*  Leed 
Central) :  The  reply  to  the  first  and 
second  pju^agraphs  is  in  the  atHrmative. 
Article  12  of  the  Appficatton  of  Enact- 
ments Orrler  of  22nd  Deccml>er,  1898, 
provides  that  a  person  shall  not  ba 
C|ualifiGd  to  l:w  elected,  or  to  sit,  as  mem- 
ber of  a  county  or  district  council  who 
is  concerned  hy  himself  or  his  partner  in 
any  bargain  or  cnntmct  entered  into  with 
the  coinicil,  or  participates  by  himself  or 
his  partner  in  any  such  contract.  A  per- 
son acting  in  contravention  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  emictment  is  liable  to  a 
penally  not  exceeding  £20  for  each 
occasion  on  w^hich  he  acta,  and  it  ia 
further  provided  by  Section  94  of  the 
Act  of  last  yeai  that  a  person  who  inctirs 
such  a  penalty  sliall  for  seven  years  be 
disqualified  for  l>eing  elected  a  member 
of  any  council.  Save  as  to  any  question 
which  may  arise  on  the  audit  of  the 
riccounis,  the  Local  Government  Bcjard 
have  no  jurisdiction  in  the  matter.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  parties  interested,  not  of 
the  IjOcal  Govenmient  Board,  bo  institnte 
proceedings  for  breach  of  the  provisions 
of  Article  12  of  the  Ortler  referred  to. 

ULSTER  AN^JCONNAUGHT  NATIONAL 
SCHOOL  TEACHERS. 

Mr.  FIEIJ):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 

Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  his  attention  has  been  allied 
to  resolutions  of  managers  of  national 
schools  in  Ulster  and  Connaught,  whereby 
they     endeavour     to     prevent    national 
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teachers  from  belonging  to  a  legal  organi- 
sation and,  whether,  in  view  of  the 
number  of  illiterates  in  Ireland,  the 
Government  intend  to  give  the  Irish 
local  government  bodies  a  share  of  con- 
trol over  the  system  of  national  education 
and  the  appointment  and  dismissal  of 
Irish  nationjEd  teachers. 

♦Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  have  re- 
ferred this  question  to  the  Commissioners 
of  National  Education,  who  have  informed 
me  they  have  received  no  communication 
on  the  subject  of  the  resolutions  referred 
to.  There  is  no  intention  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  of  giving  local  authorities 
A  share  of  control  over  the  appointment 
and  dismissal  of  the  teachers  in  Irish 
National  schools,  but  it  may  be  remarked 
that  the  Irish  Education  Act  of  1892  vests 
in  the  county  councils  the  power  of  bring- 
ing the  compulsory  clauses  of  the  Act 
into  operation  within  the  areas  of  the 
rural  districts  of  their  respective  counties, 
which  seems  to  be  the  most  direct  means  i 
of  coping  with  illiteracy.  I 

INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION  IN 
IRELAND. 

Mr.  FIELD:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 


s 


of  the  Act ;  and  whether  he  will  lay  the 
whole  correspondence  upon  the  TaUe  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  secretMy 
to  the  County  Council,  in  a  letter  to  tlM 
Local  Grovemment  Board,  asked  what 
would  be  the  result  should  the  Council 
decline  to  appoint  Mr.  W.  Jones  (an 
existing  officer  willing  to  serve),  and  if 
they  were  to  fill  the  vacancy  by  appoiiit> 
ing  an  outsider.  It  was  in  reply  to  this 
inquiry  that  the  Board  stated  that — 

"  If  the  council  appoint  a  person  as  collector 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  Section  116,  Siibh 
Bection  10  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  ISAB, 
the  appointment  would  he  invalid,  and  tiw 
person  appointed  would  have  no  legal  authoiitj 
to  collect  the  rates,  and  any  payments  made 
to  him  would  be  surcliarged." 

This  enactment  provides  that  the  scheme 
of  a  county  council  for  the  collection  of 
the  poor-rate 

''shall  not  authorise  the  employment  of 
officers  not  transferrecl  to,  or  previously  em- 
ployed by,  the  council  if  sufficient  existing 
officers  have  expressetl  their  >villingne»s  to 
Her>'e," 

and  is  not  over-ridden  by  the  12th  sub- 
section,  which   regulates  the  compensa- 


Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire-  ^^^J^.^^  j^e  existing  officers  who  cannot 
land  whether  ho  can  state  the  terms  of  |  ^e  provided  for  in  the  schemes.  The 
reference  to  the  Viceregal  Commission  on  conespondence  is  not  of  sufficient  impor- 
Interniediate  Jxlucation  in  Ireland ;  and  j^„^^.  j^  ,  q,,  ^^e  TalJe  of  the  House, 
whether  those  terms  are  at  variance  wth  I  ^m  j  „.j,l  ,,g  ^  to  supply  the  hon. 


those  announced  in  the  Session  of  1898 

*Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  In  answer  to 
the  first  paragraph,  I  would  refer  the  hon. 
Member  to  the  first  Rejwrt  of  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
system  of  Intermediate  Education  in  Ire- 
land. This  Report  was  presented  t<j 
Pariament  last  year.  I  do  not  know  to 
what  tlie  second  paragra})h  refers. 

LONGFORD    COUNTY    COUNCIL 
COLLECTOR. 

Mk.  J.  P.  FARRP:LL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secrotiiry  to  the  Lonl  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  will  he  explain  why 
the  Local  Government  Board  have  written 
to  the  Longford  County  Council  that, 
unless  they  appoint  one  Jones  to  be  a 
collector  (he  Iniing  an  existing  officer), 
any  other  person  appointed  by  the 
council  will  have  no  power  to  collect 
rates,  and  any  remuneration  to  him  will 
be  surcharged  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
it  is  competent  to  the  Council  to  retire 
Jones,    according    to    the    compensation 


Member  with  a  copy  of  it,  should  he  so 
desire. 


LONOFOKI)  AND  THE  AdUICULTUL- 
TUKAL  (rKANT. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  on  what  basis  the  allotment  of  the 
County  Longford  portion  of  the  Agriciil- 
tin-al  Grant  was  fixed :  what  excluded 
charges  (if  any)  were  tJiken  into  account 
in  fixing  the  amount  for  the  half-year  at 
£4,905  5s.  ;  will  he  explain  why  it  is  that, 
altliough  the  figines  on  which  this  calcu- 
lation was  luised  have  been  asked  for  by 
the  County  Council,  no  reply  has  Ijeen 
vouehsiifed  ;  and  will  he  see  that  the 
Local  (Toverrmient  Board  supply  full  in- 
formation as  desired. 

*MiL  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  Iwsis  on 
which  the  Agricultural  Grant  to  Long- 
ford, as  to  other  counties,  was  fixe<l,  is 
defined  in  Sections  48,  49,  56  and  57  of  the 
Act  of  last  year.     The  exchuled  charges 


scale  iaid  down  in  the  seventh  schedule    in  the  case  of  I^ngford  consist  of  charges 


1073 

for  maJii 


htedums» 


June  U 


Ufahons, 


Jicious  injuries,  relief  of  distress, 
4ind  epcia!  sanitary  rates.  They  affected 
the  Grant  to  the  extent  of  a)>Diit  £90. 
The  information  asked  for  hy  the  County 
■Counci!  was  not  given  hy  the  Local 
Governmetit  Boai-d,  but  I  propose,  as 
already  stated,  to  lay  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  a  general  Memorandum  explaining 
the  niethofls  adopted  in  onler  to  arrive  at 
the  Imsis  on  which  the  amounts  of  the 
Grant  have  been  calculated. 


gUEEN  S  ISLAND  WiJHKMEN, 
BELFAST. 


13:  Mk,  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  bee  to 
Itk  the  Chief  SecrettLry  to  the  Loitl 
LicutenHnt  nf  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that,  on  Friday  last,  ifj  the  Queen *s 
IslaTid,  Belfast,  a  Komaii  Catholic  work- 
man waj^  iM}l  itn  l>y  a  couple  of  hundred 
P»x.>tcstant  workmen  and  lieaten  severely  ; 

I  that  the  crowd  dragge*!  the  Catholic  to 
the  water'«  edge,  and,  when  he  seized  hold 


*Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  undertake  to  place  policemen  in- 
side every  factory  in  Belfast. 

Mr,  DILLON  :  I  am  only  speaking  of 
the  place  where  this  man  was  thrown  into 
the  water. 

WESTPORT    COMMISSIONERS. 

Dr.  ROBERT  AMBROSE  (Mayo,  W.) 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware 
that  the  Westport  Commistjioners  have 
petitioned  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  constitute  them  an  urban  sanitju^y 
authority  ;  and  whether  the  Local  Gov- 
ernment Board  have  come  to  any  decision 
in  the  matter. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALi-^OUR:  a  petition 
of  the  nature  referred  to  has  been  re- 
ceived l)y  the  Loc*^!  Government  Boaid, 
who  have  given  instructions  for  the  hold- 
I  ing  of   a  local  inrpiiry  into  the  matter, 


of  a  i«n.p  with  lx,th  h,iu<ls  to  save  him-  •  P^"'^"'g  "'^'^'^  "«  ^1^^'^'°"  ^'"  '^^  '^'^'°® 


I 

I 

I 
I 


self  from  bt^ing  thrown  itjto  the  dock,  he 
was  kicked  by  several  men  on  the  abdo- 
men and  on  the  handsJi  to  mnke  him  relax 
hiB  hold,  and  then  thit:»wn  into  the  water, 
where  he  wcjuld  have  Ih^cm  <lrowneri  had 
he  not  fn^en  rescued  hy  ttuniu  men  who 
were  bathing  ;  and,  what  steps  the  Go- 
ve rn  men  t  propose  to  take  to  put  a  stop 
to  thir<  >!iate  id  things. 

♦Mr,  G.  W.  BALFOITR  :   The  details 

in  the  first  pai'agraph  do  riot  appear  to  be 
<juite  accuritte.  The  man  in  (j  nest  ion 
was  a  ProtCiHUint,  although  prol»abIy  lie 
was  mistaken  for  a  lUmian  Catholic,  and 
his  a*;«ailant^  were  alxiut  twelve  in  num- 
ber, %vho  beat  him  with  their  tists, 
knockcil  hrm  down,  and  kicked  him,  ancl 
finally  tha-w  him  into  the  M^ater.  There 
hiis  bei'n,  1  regret  to  say,  several  other 
cases  of  gi'oss  and  unprovoked  assaults 
of  a  similar  character  in  Helfast.  In  all 
of  these  cases  the  men  asHjudted  air 
either  ignorant  of  the  names  of  their 
ass;ularits  or  are  unwilling  to  disclose 
them,  but  inji«trnetions  fiave  l*een  given  to 
the  police  to  spare  no  pains  in  tracing 
the  guilty  patties  iuid  niakif»L':  tbcnj 
Amenalile.* 


to. 


DUBLIN   POLICE   CLOTHING. 

Mr.  CRILLY  (Mayo,  N.)  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Sccretaiy  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  seeing 
that  the  mem1>ers  of  the  Dtd>lin  Metro- 
politait  Police  are  compelled  to  wear  in 
sumtTier  the  same  heavy  tnnics  and 
helmets  that  they  wear  in  winter,  arrange- 
ments can  be  made  to  extend  to  Dublin 
the  rule  which  opei-ates  m  London,  per- 
mitting the  use  of  a  lighter  police  yrnfonn 
in  the  summer  months. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  Thecjuestion 
of  lighter  summer  clothing  for  the  Dublin 
Metropolitan  Police  has  alrcafly  engaged 
attention.  It  appears,  however,  that 
nothing  can  be  done  in  the  matter  until 
the  termination,  in  L>cceml>er  next,  of 
the  existing  clothing  ctuitracts.  The 
matter  will  tTier\  be  farther  considered  by 
the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Police, 


IK>MIN1CK    UDONNELL, 
ULENfiAD. 


OF 


AlK  DILLON:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  station  police  inside  these 
works,  in  onler  to  prevent  such  abomi- 
nable brutttiity,  if  the  owners  will  not 
^ve  assurances  that  it  s^hall  be  stopped  ? 


Mr.  CRILLY :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
I  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  is  he  aware  that  Dominick 
O'Duiinell,  a  landowner,  is  at  present  an 
inmate  of  the  Belmullet  Union ;  and, 
whether  he  is  receiving  any  money  from 
the  Court  of  Chancery  or  from  the  re- 
ceiver on  his  pi*openy  at  Glengad  ;  if  so 
will  such  money  in  futnixs  bo  f^aid  to  the 
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local  authorities  for  his  maintenance  in 
the  said  UnioTi. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  Mr.  Dominick 
0*DonnelI  has  been  an  inmate  of  the 
Belmullet  Union  Workhouse,  but  he  is 
not  there  at  present.  He  receives  no 
allowance  from  the  estate,  it  being 
wholly  insolvent,  though  he  occasionally 
receives  small  sums  for  expenses  when 
giving  assistance  to  the  Court  in  the 
management  of  the  property. 

EXTRA  POLICE  AT  BELMULLET. 

Mr.  CRILLY  :  I  be^  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land if  he  has  received  a  resolution  from 
the  Belmullet  Rural  District  Council  pro- 
testing against  the  extra  police  force  now 
stationed  at  Elly  Bay  Coastguard  Station, 
Belmullet,  and  calling  for  their  removal ; 
and  whether  this  request  can  be  complied 
with ;  and,  if  not,  can  the  reasons  be 
stated  why  this  extra  police  was  estal)- 
lished  at  Elly  Bay. 


Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  resolu-  j 
tion  referred  to  in  the  first  paragraph  has  ; 
been  received.  The  Council  have  Ixjen 
informed  that  it  is  not  proposed,  at  pre- ; 
sent,  to  withdraw  the  force  stationed  at . 
this  place.  The  police  there  form  portion  ; 
of  the  ordinary  police  establishment  of  the 
county,  and  no  expense  is  entailed  to  the  , 
district  by  their  employment.  j 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  IN  WEST        i 
CAVAN. 

Mr.  j.  p.  FARRELL  :  I  he^  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whethei'  he  is  aware  that  great 
dissatisfaction  exists  in  portions  of  West , 
Cavan  at  the  action  of  the  Local  Govern- ' 
ment  Board  in  refusing  to  transfer  the  five 
divisions  of  MulnalaghUi,  Scrabl)y,  Lough- 
dawn,  Kilcogy,  and  Drumlummon  from 
the  Granard  to  the  Cavan  Union  ;  whether 
several  numerously  signed  petitions  have 
been  received  hy  tlie  Local  Government 
Boanl  asking  them  to  a.ssent  to  the  change ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  County 
Council  of  Cavan  his  passed  a  resolution 
in  its  favour  ;  and  whether,  in  face  of  all 
this  local  feeh'ng,  the  Local  Government 
Boanl  still  persist  in  their  refusid. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  Several  com- 
munic<ations  and  petitions  have  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Local  Government  Boanl  in 
favour   of  the   change   suggested  in  the 


first  paragraph.  The  Board  have  in- 
formed the  applicants  that  thejr  should 
bring  the  matter  before  the  County 
Councils  of  Cavan  and  Longford,  with  a 
view  to  the  making  of  a  representat^m 
under  Article  25,  Paragraphs  (1)  (e)  cl 
the  Application  of  Enactments  Order  of 
22nd  December  last.  Such  a  representa- 
tion has  been  made  by  the  Cavan  County 
Council,  and  as  it  is  believed  the  Longfora 
County  Council  ^dll  also  pass  a  resolution 
on  the  subject,  the  Board  will  defer,  iar 
the  present,  the  consideration  of  the 
fiuther  action  to  be  taken  in  the  matter. 


MULLINGAR   ASYLUM   BOARD    JOENT 
COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  j.  p.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  at  its 
first  meeting  the  Longford  County  Council 
passed  a  resolution  protesting  against  the 
number  of  members  allotted  to  county 
Lon^ord  upon  the  Joint  Committee  c( 
the  Mullingar  Asylum  Board  ;  can  he  say 
whether  the  resolution  which  was  for- 
warded to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  has  been 
received ;  and,  if  so,  why  no  reply  has 
been  given  to  it ;  and  whether  it  will  be 
considered  with  a  view  to  increasing  the 
luimber  of  members  from  five  to  seven 
membei-s. 

Mr.  Ct.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  resolu- 
tion  referred  to  in  the  first  paragi'aph  was 
received  on  the  26th  April,  and  on  the 
28th  April  a  reply  was  sent  to  the  secre- 
tary to  the  County  Council.  The  reply 
pointed  out  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
having  decided  that  the  Joint  Committee 
of  Management  of  the  Asylum  shall  con- 
sist of  21  meml>ers  to  be  j^)pointed  hy 
the  Councils  of  the  counties  of  Longford, 
Meath  and  Westmeath,  the  proportion  of 
the  committee  to  ])e  appointe<i  by  these 
counties  had  l)een  calculated  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Section  9,  sulv 
Section  7,  of  the  Local  Grovernment  Act 
of  last  year — namely,  according  to  the 
!  average  number  of  patients  for  the  three 
years  ended  the  31st  March,  1899,  from 
;  the  three  mentioned  counties,  respectively. 

ANNALY  ESTATE  COrNTV 
LONGFORD. 

'  Mr.  j.  p.  FARREI.L :  I  l>eg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lonl  Lieutenant 

;  of  Ireland  can  he  now  state  what  pro- 
gress has  l>een  made  in  the  matter  of  the 
purchase  of  the  Annaly,  county  Lougfoixi^ 
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Estate ;  how  many  of  the  tenants  have 
purchased  their  holdings ;  and  when  niiiy 
the.se  tenants  hope  to  have  the  vesting 
orders  issuciL 

Mil.  Cr,  W,  BALFOUR :  Apph'cHtions 
for  MiiviinceH  wqth  received  from  157 
tenants  to  enahle  them  to  purchase  their 
holdings  on  this  estate.  In  150  of  these 
Ciises  the  aflvatiees  were  made  in  July  of 
last  year,  and  in  the  remaining  seven  crises 
the  advances  were  made  in  January  and 
February  of  this  year.  The  Vesting 
Orckrs  have  long  since  lieen  executed  in 
all  eases. 

UOSCOMMON  AND  THE  AGRICUL 
TL  RAL  GKANT. 

Mr.  TULLY  :  I  lieg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can  state  in  detail 
the  severa!  iimounts  deilncted  from  the 
Agricultural  Grant  as  exckided  charges  in 
the  county  Roscommon,  under  the  hemling 
of  Public  Health  Act  charges,  railway 
charges,  Suck  drainage  charges,  relief  of 
distress  charges,  raalicimis  injury  charges, 
and  navigation  charges  ;  whether  he  can 
give  the  same  details  as  regaids  the 
county  Leitrim  :  and  whether,  in  the 
case  of  the  county  Roscommon,  allowance 
was  made  for  the  fact  that  in  the 
standard  year  a  sum  of  £614  for  bank 
interest,  arirl  of  £604  for  dog  tax,  was 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  rates. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Bi^VLFOUR :  I  can  forward 
to  the  hon.  Memlicr,  if  he  desires  it,  the 
amounts  taken  as  raised  for  excluded 
charges  in  the  Counties  of  Leitrim  and 
Roscooimou  in  the  st^indard  year,  but  it 
would  l»e  impossible  without  elal>orate 
calculations  to  state  the  amount  of 
deduction  fr'oni  the  Agricultural  GraTit 
in  respect  of  each  of  these  charges.  The 
calculations  by  which  the  amount  of  the 
Gmnt  has  l>eeu  arrived  at  are  very  com- 
plicateil  and  numerous,  and  I  cannot 
undertake  to  go  into  details  in  each  case. 
In  calculating  the  amount  to  be  deeme<^l 
as  having  been  raised  as  county  cess 
during  the  standard  year  the  Local 
Government  Board  made  use  of  the 
auditetl  abstracts  of  the  county  accounts, 
and  all  receipts,  ajmrt  from  county  cess, 
were  duly  credited  in  determining  the 
amount.  The  entry  for  dog  tax  in  the 
accounts  was  £447,  not  £604,  and  allow- 
ance was  made  fur  the  former  amount 
when  ealeuJating  the  Grant.     It  does  not 


appear  from  the  accounts  that  any  in- 
terest was  allowed  to  the  county  by  theij 
Treastu^er, 


BrSlNESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

♦Sm  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester^ 
Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  TreiLsury  if  he  purposes 
before  Tuesday^  20th  June,  to  take  Tues* 
days  ;  and»  if  so,  whether  the  promised 
Bills  relating  to  the  amendment  of  the 
law  on  factories  and  regarding  the 
taxation  of  clerical  incomes  will  be  intro- 
duced, and  either  printed  or  explained 
I  to  the  House  before  any  such  Motion 
I  for  taking  time  for  Grovernment  basineas 
is  made. 

The  FIK8T  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  a,  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,. 
'  E,) :  As  I  have  already  stated^  I  shall  have 
I  on  Monday  to  ask  the  House  to  giv& 
further  facilities  for  Government  business, 
[  and  the  right  hon.  Biironet  will  see  that 
i  the  details  of  the  Bilk  he  has  mentioned, 
j  or  any  other  Bills,  have  haixily  any 
I  bearing  on  the  request  I  shall  have  to. 
'  make. 


NEW  WRIT. 


For  the  Burgh  of  Edird^urgh  (East 
Division) — in  the  room  of  KolKert  Wal- 
lace, esquire,  deceased- — (Mr,  Heji^eri* 
Glwlsione. ) 


LONDON  tiOVERNMENT  HILL, 
I      Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

Motion     made,     and     Question     pro- 
I  posed — 

"That  the  Bill  T>e  now  r&wl  a  tlunl  time." 

!  Mr.  ELLIOT  (Durham  City) :  I  l)eg  ta 
move  the  Amendment  standing  in  my 
name,  which  is  to  re-commit  the  Bill  in 
respect  of  Clause  2,  and  the  ni;\in  object 
for  ray  doing  so  is  that  I  feel  most  stroTigly 
upon  this  matter.  Nothing  would  have 
induced  me  to  bring  the  additional  trouble 
upon  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Leiwler  of 
the  Houi^e  which  this  re-committid  must 
entail  were  it  not  that,  after  all,  we  are 
concerned  in  matter  of  extreme  im- 
portancCi  and  bad  it  not  l>een  that  the 
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right  hon.  Grentleman  showed  us  himself 
that  he  left  to  the  House  absolute  liberty 
to  deal  with  this  matter.  He  left  not 
only  one  or  two  stages  to  the  House  to 
•decide,  but  the  whole  of  the  stages  which 
it  is  competent  for  this  House  to  consider. 
A  word  or  two  will  be  sufficient  to  bring 
to  the  recollection  of  the  House  the  posi- 
tion in  which  we  stood  a  few  weeks  ago. 
After  having  been  told  that  the  matter 
would  come  on  on  the  Keport  stage  in  such 
a  way  that  it  could  be  dealt  with,  the 
fact  remains  that  it  was  unexpectedly 
brought  forward,  and  we  were  taken  by 
surprise;  no  means  were  taken  to  get 
Members  to  the  House — I  blame  no  one, 
but  merely  state  the  facts — and  we  did 
not  get,  I  submit,  the  real  opinion  of  the 
House.  I  feel  it  is  only  right  to  appeal  to 
•^  larger  House,  which  will  better  reflect 
the  true  opinion  of  this  House  than  the 
Division  which  took  us  by  surprise  a  few 
flights  ago.  I  am  not  a  London  Member, 
imd  those  with  whom  I  have  spoken  are 
pot  London  Members.  It  is  as  a  provin- 
cial Member  that  I  venture  to  urge  upon 
this  House  that  the  clause  should  be  re- 
committed, in  order  to  consider  this 
principle  which  has  been  so  recklessly 
accepted — a  principle  which  will  be 
applied  to  town  councils  and  county  coun- 
cils throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
iEngland.  Before  going  into  the  merits,  I 
might  just  say  that  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  attack  the  other  sex  on  the  ground 
that  they  are  inferior  to  us.  I  number 
amongst  my  friends  and  acquaintances 
many  women  of  ability  and  capacity, 
whose  qualities  would  do  credit  to  many 
'Of  my  male  friends 

*Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order.  The 
hon.  Member  will  not  be  in  order  in  dis- 
cussing the  whole  (juestion  of  the  right  of 
women  to  sit  upon  the  council.  The  motion 
is  that  the  Bill  be  re-committed  in  respect 
to  a  particular  clause.  If  the  Bill  l)e  re- 
committed then  will  Ikj  the  time  to  discuss 
the  whole  question.  The  hon.  Member 
can  only  argue  now  that  another  opportu- 
nity ought  to  be  given  to  the  House  to 
consider  the  subject. 

Mr.  ELLIOT :  I  do  not,  of  course,  Sir, 
venture  to  dispute  any  ruling  that  you 
may  lay  down,  but  my  contention  is  that 
the  principle  introduced  into  Clause  2 
extends  far  beyond  the  London  ])oroughs. 
It  extends  to  town  councils  and  county 


councils,  and  although  I  do  not  want  to 
trespass  upon  your  ruling  one  iota^  I  do 
hope  you  will  permit  me  to  reason  that  if 
Clause  2  is  accepted  the  municipalities 
throughout  En^and  will  be  greatly 
affected.  I  should  have  thought  1  mi^t 
take  that  line. 

*Mr,  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
follows  what  I  said;  he  cannot  discosi 
the  question  on  its  merits  until  he  has 
succeeded  in  carr3nng  the  Motion. 

Mr.  ELLIOT  :  I  feel  that  I  am  placed 
in  a  very  embarrassing  position,  because 
I  have  taken  some  little  trouble  in  this 
matter,  and  I  feel  now  that  I  cannot  say 
what  I  should  like  to  say  upon  this 
occasion.  I  certainly  did  imagine  tihat 
this  would  be  an  occasion  when  a  general 
discussion  would  be  taken;  but  if,  as  I 
understand,  a  general  discussion  may  not 
be  taken  now,  I  must  reserve  what  I 
have  to  say  until  we  get  into  Committee^ 
and  simply  move— 

"  Tliat  tliis  Bill  lie  re-committed  in  respect 
of  Clause  2a." 


Mr.  DUNCOMBE  (Cumberland,  Egre- 
mont) :  After  the  ruling  laid  down  by 
you,  Sir,  I  shall  also  be  relieved  of  the 
trouble  that  I  have  taken,  and  will  simply 
second  the  Motion,  and  make  any  other 
remarks  which  I  may  have  to  make  at 
another  time. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  the  wonls  *now  read  the 
tliii'd  time,*  in  order  to  add  the  words  *re- 
committeil  in  respect  of  Clause  2 "  —  (Mr, 
Elliot).— iiiHteaA  thereof." 

Question  proposed — 

**  That  the  wonls  *  now  i*ead  the  third  time ' 
stand  i>art  of  the  Question." 

*The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach,  Bristol, 
W.) :  I  wish  to  intervene  for  a  very  few 
minutes  to  express  my  views  on  the 
Motion  which  my  hon.  friend  has  sub- 
mitted for  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
For  many  years,  ever  since  I  have  had 
the  honour"  of  being  a  Member  of  this 
House,  I  have  done  the  best  in  my  power 
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to  oppose  the  grant  of  what  are,  in  I  would  strongly  urge  him,  from  that 
my  opinion,  errotieouslv  callefi  **  women's  ,  ptjiut  of  view,  not  to  press  the  matter 
rights,"  I  ha\'e  voterf  against  the  pro- 1  further,  but  to  let  the  Bill  now  proceed 
posal  with  regard  to  the  Parliamentaiy  to  its  Thinl  Reiuling.  The  measure  will 
franchise,  I  have   voted  in  the  measure  j  then  go  to  another  place,   and  we  may 


now     Ijefore     the    House    thi^ee     times  i  again  liave  cause  to  thank  God  that  wd- 
jigainsfc     women     lieirig     coitndllors     or  |  have  a  House  of  Lords. 


aldeimerr  ;  therefore  I  think  my  friend 
will  see  that  my  opinion  on  the  merits  of  '< 
the  question  which  lie  desires  to  *liacnss 
are  entirely  in  accordance  with  his  own. 
I  do  not  attach  the  impuitant*e  to  this 
pai-ticular  matter  which  my  hon.  friend 
does.  I  do  not  at  all  anticijiate  that  if 
women  are  firlmitted  to  he  aldermen  and 
county  councillors  in  London,  that  the 
whole  system  of  county  councils  and 
l>orongh  councils  in  the  United  Kinijdom 


Earl  PEKCV  (Kensington,  S,) :  I  am 
not  in  a  position  to-night  to  detain  the 
House  by  recapitulating  the  arguments 
which  I  have  aheady  m-ged  at  a  previous 
stage  of  the  Bill,  but  I  feel  I  must  say 
one  or  two  wonls  in  support  of  the 
motion  of  my  hon.  friend,  in  spite  of  the 
wortis  which  have  fallen  from  the   right 


will  he  affected.    However  that  may  lie,  the  I  |,^,j,    Gentleman    the   Chancellor   of    the 
question  immediately  before  us  is  whether 
the  Bill  should  l>e  re-committed.     I  will 
.snburit  tn  mv  hon.  friend  some  considora: 


tions  which  may  induce  him  not  to  press 
the  Motion.  We  have  already  hail 
op]Xjrtnrrities  on  three  occasions  of  ex- 
p  ressi  r  tg  o  1 1  v  opi  n  ions  by  s peec  h  a  r i< !  ^  ote 
uporj  tins  matter  in  the  course  of  the 
progress  of  the  Bill  thiough  the  Hoiuse ; 
and  I  cannot  help  feeling  that  anyone 
who  is  so  welt  infor*med  a^  my  hon.  friend 
oit  the  pnietice  of  the  House  may  feel 
that  theie  are  not  a  few  Memlters 
who,  though  generally  somewhat  in- 
different to  the  merits  of  the  cjiieiition, 
would  1k^  very  nmch  rlisposed  to  oppose 
the  re-committal  of  the  Bill  now-  it  htis 
reached  its  present  stage^  It  is  an  abso- 
hitely  nnnsujil  cf>urse  for  a  Mrjtion  to  be 
mailc  for  the  recommitted  *>f  a  Bill  except 
by  someone  who  is  op]xiseil  to  the 
meiisure  ;  and  whefi  the  measure  is  one 
which  cont^iins  so  many  imp*rtant  pro- 
visifjus  relating  to  perfectly  different  .suli- 
jects,  and  has  beeri  m  amply  discuHsc!!  as 
this  Bill  has  been,  I  think  there  is  luldi- 
tiortal  ground  against  making  what  is 
a  most  inconvenient  preceilent  by  carry- 
ing a  motion  for  the  re-committal  of 
the  Bill  My  hon.  friend  is  likely 
Uf  get  on  this  ground  a  very  much 
worse  division  than  he  might  on  the 
merits  of  the  question,  1  feel  \ery 
strongly  that  there  is  considerable  ol)- 
joctiim,  as    I   have  said,   for  the  reasons 


Exchequer.  Sir,  we  all  recognise  the 
very  friendly  tretitment  which  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  has  given  to  this 
i^uestion  ;  but  I  must  confess,  although  he 
is  a  far  better  judge  of  expediency  than  I 
am,  that  I  do  not  quite  understand  one 
of  his  arguments,  which  was,  as  I  take  it, 
that  if  we  re-commit  this  Bill  it  will  be 
open  to  discussion  on  every  other  im- 
portant question  which  the  Bill  contain^] 
Surely  this  question  of  the  eligibility  of 
women  to  sit  on  the  couTicils  can  take 
place  within  the  space  of  an  hour.  I  am 
Iwjuud  to  say,  considering  the  importance 
which  many  London  Memliers  attach  to 
this  point,  that  that  is  not  a  very  la  rge 
extension  of  Parliamentary  time  to  ask  of 
the  Government.  I  know  very  well  that 
it  is  a  strong  order  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment to  re-commit  a  Bill,  and  it  can  only 
be  justified  on  two  grounds — in  the  firat 
place,  that  the  point  which  we  have 
to  renliseuss  is  of  sufficient  importance,, 
or,  in  the  second  place,  that  it 
did  not  receive  fair  and  adequate 
treatment  either  in  the  Committee  or  on 
Report.  Now,  Sir,  at  the  present  stage,  I 
oikly  desire  to  say  that  some— in  fact,  the 
majority  of— London  Meml>ers  are  against 


1  have  given  J  to  the  re-committal  of  the  |  the  inclusion  of  women,  so  far  as  the 
Bill.  I  am  confident  that  that  view  is  ,  opjuiQii  of  London  Members  has  been 
shared  l>y  many  hon.  Members  on  this  I  ^^^^^  .^  Committee,  and  that  an 
side   who  would  be  ready  enough,  as  I       ^  .  ,     .       .  *,      ,        .k;.  u 

should  K   if  the   issue 'couMtSi   fairly  I  o*'«'-*helmir.g  majority  of  Members  think 

my  hon.  friend ;  and '  the  inclusion  of  women  will  go  very  far 
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PLUMBERS'    REGISTRATION.  I 

•  Mr.  lees  KNOWXES  (Salford,  W.) ' 
who  had  on  the  paper  the  following! 
Notice  of  Motion —  j 

"  To  call  attention  to  the  registration    of  I 
plnnibers ;  and  to  move,  tliat  it  is  desirable  | 
tliat  the  Government  should  introduce  legisla- 
tion dealing  with  the  subject,  and  create  a 
scheme     for     the     national     registration    of 
plumbers," 


Begistraiitm. 
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said :  I  wish  to  address  the  House  upon 
a  subject  in  which  I  have  taken  great 
interest  for  a  considerable  number  of 
years — namely,  the  subject  of  the  regis- 
tration of  plumbers.  It  is  a  subject 
which  I  think  is  of  great  public  interest. 
In  the  first  place,  I  should  say  that  for 
many  years  past  there  has  been  a  con- 
stant movement  of  apprentices  from  shops 
to  shops,  and  consequently  there  has  l>een 
less    supervision    on    the    part    of    the 


masters  of  these  apprentioesy  who  are 
thus  not  able  to  learn  their  work  proper- 
ly. It  seems  to  me  that  if  anyone  uik 
in  the  ordinary  occupations  of  life  be 
thinks  himself  able  to  turn  his  hand  to 
the  plumbing  trade.  The  consequence  of 
that  has  been  that  there  has  been  an  im- 
mense amount  of  scamped  work  intro- 
duced into  plumbing  throughout  the  whole 
coiuitry.  We  had  evidence  of  that  before 
a  Select  Committee.  For  instance,  we 
had  the  evidence  of  Mr.  6.  Dalies,  % 
foreman  plumber,  and  Mr.  G.  Jennings,  % 
member  of  the  Institute  of  Mechanical 
Engineers,  who  gave  before  that  Com- 
mittee illustrations  of  scamped  work 

Notice  taken  that  40  Mem1>er8  were 
not  present ;  House  counted  and  40  Mem- 
bers not  l)eing  present — 

The  House  was  adjoumeil  at  Eight 
of  the  clock  till  To-morrow. 
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ILFOKD    UAS    BILL. 
'Lonls'    Amenduioiits    considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

FRIENDS*    PROVIDENT    INST[TUTlON 
BILL.   [Lonls,] 

LOWESTOFT  PRtJMENADE  PTER  BILL. 

MID-KENT  MAS.  [LunlH,] 

SKIPTON  URBAN  DrSTRH'T  U\%  BILL. 
[Lor-Kj 

As  aineiitledi  considered  ;  to  be  read 
the  tliinl  time. 

COBIIAM  (;AS  bill.  [I^nls.] 

GROSVENOR  CHAPEL  (LONDON)  BILL. 

[LopIs^] 

MOSS  SIDE  lltBAN  DISTRirT  COUNCIL 
(TKAMWAVS)  rULr..  [LonU] 

STRETFORD  URBAN   DISTRIUT   COUN- 
CIL (TRAMWAYS)   BILL.  [UinU.^ 

WESTON  -  SUPER  -  MARE,  ULEVEDON. 
AND  POBTISHEAD  TRAMWAYS  COM- 
PANY ^IJOHT  RAILWAY  EXTKN^ 
SIONS)  BILL.  [UmU.] 

Koacl  a  tsecojifl  time,  and  coraniittred. 

WHITEHAVEN  CORPORATIt^N  BILL. 
[Lurils.1 

WITHINCTUN      URBAN     DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  (TRAMWAYS)  BILL.  [LunbJ    , 

Kead  a  second  time,  jtnd  eonmiitted, 

PRIVATE  BILLS  (tJROUP  B,) 
Sll{  JOHN  BKUNNEU  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Gronp  B  of  F*nvjite  BiBs, 
thjLt  the  parties  promoting  the  Leicester 
Corponitinii  Witter  Bill  had  stated  that  | 
the  cvidenct^  <»f  Wdliitm  Jatl'ray,  snrveyor, 
tVc.^  MatltR^k  liath,  ua^  essential  to  their 
case  ;  and  it  having  Been  pro\  eil  that  his 
attendance  could  not  Be  pnxiired  without 
the  interventioti  of  the  House,  he  had  heen 
in8tructe<l  to  move  that  the  tsiiid  William 
Jaffray  do  attenfl  the  s^iid  Committee 
this  ilay. 

OrflertHi,  that  William  Jaffray  do  at- 
tend the  Comnn'ttee  on  Group  B  of  Private 
Bilb  this  ilay. 

VOL.  LXXU.  [Fourth  Serif.s.] 


GROUND      VALUES     (TAXATION) 
(S(^OrLAND)     BILL. 

Petition  from    Motherwt-B,   in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  tlie  Table. 

INEBRIATES    ACT,    I8m 
Petition  from  Roehdale,  for  alteration 
of  Ljiw  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOC\\L    GOVERNMENT    fSCOTLAND) 
ACT    (1894)   AMENDMENT    BILL. 

Petitions  in    favour — From  Ardrtissan  ; 
—ami,  Cathcart  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PARLSH    COUNCILS    ASSOCIATION 
(SCOTLAND)     BILL. 

Petition  from  Motherwell,  in  favour  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE    LEOfSLATTON    PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)     BILL. 

Petition   from    Motherwell,  in  favour; 
to  lie  up*>n  the  Table. 


SALE     iW     INTOXlCATlNt;      LlijUORS 
ON     SUNDAY     BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour — From  Liverpool  ; 
— Brettenham  ; — Pen  nth  (three)  ; —  Car- 
lisle ;  —  Talkin  ;  —  Kirkoswald  ;  —  Meal 
Bank  ; — Siddick  ; — Skirwith  ; — Blencarn  ; 
— Whitehaven  (eight)  ;  —  Yosthwaite  i — 
W\^therall  ;  -  Walton  ; —  Parton  (two)  ; — 
Moor  Row  ;— Cro.sby  :  Ivegill ;  -Hutton 
End  ;^Kirkbride  :  —  Dearham  ;  Flimby  ; 
-Stainton  ; — Ken  wick  ; —  Xewliiggin  ;  — 
Ainsta]>le  ;— Gilsland  : — Ormathwaite:  — 
Low  JSeaton  ;  —  W^orkington  (two)  ; — 
Di.stington  ;  —  St.  Bees  ;  Calth watte  ;— 
Blencowe  ;  —  Plumpton  ;  —  Wigt-on  ;  — 
Cleator  ;  —  Great  Broughton  : —  Carlisle  : 
— Great  Halkeld  ; —  Applet^waite  ;— Por- 
tin.seales  ;  -Gamblesby  ; — Blyth  ; —  Lang- 
wathby  —  Lazenhy  ; —  Allonl>y  ;  —  May- 
brary  ; —  Mealsgate  ; —  Haverigg  ;  -  Mib 
Jom  ;— Thelkelfl  ;— Brigham  :— and,  Lin- 
coln ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SH(»PS  (EARLY   CLOSINfi)  BILL. 
Petition   from  Motherwell,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table, 

SMALL   HOUSES  (SC(>TLAND)   BILL, 
Petition  from   Motherwell,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upm  the  Table. 

TEINDS  (S(;OTL^^'D)   BILL. 
Petiti<)n  of  the  Society  of  Solicitors  of 
Rlgitjshire,   in   favour ;    to   lie   upon  the 
Table. 
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TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition  from  Motherwell,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TKOUT       FISHING     ANNUAL     CLOSE 
TIME    (SCOTLAND)    BILL. 

Petition  from  Motherwell,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

WORKMEN'S    HOUSES  TENURE   BILL. 
Petition  from  Motherwell,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


MJTUJLXS,  REPORTS,  dx. 


CHARITY    COMMISSION    (WELSH     IN- 
TERMEDIATE     EDUCATION      ACT, 

(1889). 

Copy  presented — of  Report  of  the 
Charity  Commissioners  of  their  Proceed- 
ings under  The  Welsh  Intermediate 
Kducation  Act,  1889  [by  Command] :  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

NORTH  SEA   FISHERMEN. 
Return    presented  —  relative    thereto 
[ordered    23rd   February] ;    Mr.    Herbert 
Jioherfxfn  ;  to  lie  u})on  the  Table,  and  to 
}h)  printed.     [No.  219.] 

RAILWAYS. 

Copy  presented, — of  Report  by  the 
lioard  of  Trade  on  Applications  miide 
during  the  year  1898  under  the  Railway  ' 
Companies'  JNnvors  Act,  1864,  and  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trade  with 
respect  thereto  [l)y  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
TaMe,  and  to  l>e  printea.     [No.  220.] 

MINICIPAL      CORPORATIONS      (NEW 
CHAUTERS)  (SMETHWICK). 

Copy  presented, — of  Charter  of  Incor- 
poration of  the  Borough  of  Smethwick, 
dated  12tli  .lune,  1899  [by  Act];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

ELKCTRIC      LIUHTINi;    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS. 

Copy  ordered,  "  of  Memorandum 
stating  the  nature  of  the  Proposals  con- 
tained in  the  Provisional  Orders  included 
in  the  -  - 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Oixlers 
(No.  9)  Bill  ; 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Oixlers 
(Xo.  10)  Bill; 


Electric    Lighting  Provinoiud  Qrden 

(No.  11)  Bill; 

Electric    Lighting  Provisional  Qrden 

(No.  12)BiU; 

I  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Qrden 
!(No.  13)  Bill; 

I  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orden 
I  (No.  14)  Bill; 

I  Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orden 
;  (No.  15)  BUL"— (3/r.  Ritchie.) 

I      Copy    presented   accordingly ;    to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [Ka 

I  221.]  

LINCOLNSHIRE  CORONERS    BILL. 
,  [Lords.] 

{  Read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
'  second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be 
.  printed.     [BUI  234.] 


EDUCATION  OF  CHILDREN  BILL. 

Order  for  Third  Heading  read. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed— 

"  That  the  Bill  he  now  read  the  third  time." 
— {Mr.  Rohaon.) 

Mr.  SETON-KARR  (Lancashire,  St. 
Helens)  :  I  desire  to  offer  a  few  obsen'a- 
tions  on  this  Bill.  In  the  first  place,  may 
I  call  attention  to  the  somewhat  unusual 
method  adopted  in  carrying  this  Bill 
through  the  House,  and  to  the  somewhat 

indecent  haste [Cries  of  "  Oh,  oh  !  "J. 

Well,  I  think  it  is  indecent  haste.  M  e 
only  had  one  day  to  discuss  the  Second 
Reading,  and  one  day  for  the  Committee, 
while  there  was  no  opportunity  for  dis- 
cussion on  the  Repoit  stage.  With  all 
due  deference  to  the  hon.  Member  in 
charge  of  the  Bill,  I  say  it  was  not  show- 
ing due  respect  to  the  House  to  take  the 
Report  stage  after  midnight,  and  now  we 
are  asked  to  finally  pass  the  Bill  without 
seeing  in  print  the  important  alterations 
which  have  heen  made  in  it.  The  mea- 
sure is  descril>ed  by  the  promoters  as 
a  "  Bill  for  the  Iwtter  education  of 
children."  I  yield  to  no  man  in  my 
desire  for  further  legislation  calculated  to 
improve  the  education  of  our  children  in 
our  national  elementary  schools  in  order 
to  l)etter  fit  them  for  the  l)attle  of  life. 
But  ^nll  this  Bill  heneficially  affect  our 
children  1  I  submit  that  it  will  not.  Its 
scope  is  exceedingly  small ;  it  will  only 
affect,   I    believe,    something  like  2  per 
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cent,  of  the  children  in  our  elementary 
schools.  It  does  not  touch  the  real  eviJ 
which  is  inherent  in  our  system  of 
national  education.  It  rather  does  aoxne- 
thing  to  peipetuate  it,  for  it  may  have 
the  effect  of  compel  ling  poor  parents  of 
half-timers  to  sjemi  their  ehildren  to  some 
less  healthy  and  mi»re  arduous  occupation, 
Wliat  Wiis  it  one  of  our  leading  London 
papers,  Jli^  Mmnwj  Posi^  said  on  this 
subject  the  other  day  1     I  will  read  it  i 

**  More  than  a  year  ajjo  the  House  of  Cotn- 
iin>n«  c3itl!ed  fov  a  return  of  ckildren  who» 
ivhile  attemliu)^  piddic  elementary  school*!  in 
Englainhtntl  \Vb Ion,  are  also  enj^'uged  in  !al>oan 
The  ^Mjlated  reiiort  of  the  pjducation  Depart* 
nient  on  the  i^ulijeet  ban  jiint  l>een  puULnheil, 
The  retnms  are  avowedly  incomplete  ;  they 
arefrajjjmentary.anfl  in  tM>nje  degree  misleailing 
in  the  direction  of  optimism,  and  yet  it  mxi»t 
lie  i^ahl  that  they  reveal  **ueh  a  neandiilonH 
condition  of  nlfairs  an  *4hould  not  Im  allowtid  to 
«xis*t  for  anoth«r  veur.  Ahnost  a  hnndred  and 
ftfty  thon^and  children  are  eonfe^Hsed  to  be  at 
work,  esiming  wages,  while  patting  in  their 
full  time  at  nrhoid.  .  .  .  (Jnei'hild  work?* 
from  live  to  eight  in  the  morning,  and  tlien 
after  school  well  into  the  evening  ;  and  anotlier 
iiegins  work  nt  three  in  the  moniing,  and  i» 
ire«jniL»ntly  working  till  nine  at  night.  A  child 
of  SIX  does  a  certain  aiuonnt  of  .'^ttmw'hre^tking 
in  a  Northnnilmrland  qnarry  ;  and  one  of  eijght 
in  VorkHliiresiitfndH  ?.ome  time  in  brickniakingj 
um\  so  on,     Tne  deta iJs  are  mekening.'* 

I  endorse  the  observation  that  the 
details  are  sickening.  And  yet  this  Bill 
doea  not  touch  that  great  e\iL  It  ha$ 
absolutely  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
it.  Why  did  not  the  hon,  Memfier  in  charge 
of  it  take  advantage  of  the  opjX)rturnty 
to  touch  the  larger  cjue^stion  1  Why  did 
he  merely  deal  with  half-timers  over  eleven, 
when  he  might  have  dealt  with  the  labour 
of  children  under  eleven  1  It  may^  be 
asketi  why  we  did  not  in  Comnnttee  seek 
to  amenti  what  we  considered  to  be  a 
fundamental  error  of  the  Bill.  Welb  I 
think  icK>  much  stress  is  laid  on  the 
meehaniail  and  unpractical  teaching  in 
our  elementary  schools.  It  k  as- 
sumed that  the  teaching  there  given  is 
the  best  possible  preptiration  for  their 
future  work  in  life.  I  submit  that  this  is 
not  the  case  at  all  As  a  rule  the  chil- 
flren  of  a  factory  hand  become  in  time 
factory  hands,  they  have  to  earn  their 
living  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow  :  and  is 
it  wise,  then,  to  insist  on  a  stereotyped 
system  of  education  which  in  many  cases 
does  not  fit  them  for  the  life  they  are 
bound  to  lead  ?  A  great  distinction  ought 
to  be  drawn  between  children  imder  U 
and  those  over  IL      Under  that  ai^e  is 


the  proper  time  for  them  to  acquire  the 
necessary  standaixl  of  eleujentary  educa- 
tion, yet  this  Bill  does  not  prevent  them 
being  engage^l  in  labour  which  will  iji^ 
terfere  with  that  education.  It  has  never 
been  proved  that  after  att^dning  11  years 
the  work  done  by  the  half-timers  affects 
their  health.  On  the  contrary^  it  does 
prepare  them  for  their  life  in  the  future. 
It  is  fre<juentiy  said  that  children  who 
leave  school  at  1 2  years  of  age  quickl}' 
forget  everything  they  have  learned  But 
is  that  their  fault  1  la  it  not  rather  the 
fault  of  the  system  1  This  Bill  begins 
at  the  wrong  end  ;  it  should  protect  the 
very  young  ehildren,  and    not    interfere 

i  with  the  half-timers.  Has  it  been  found 
that    University     education     helps     our 

I  young  men  who  are  seeking  a  livelihood 

!  at  Klondyke  or  in  the  Australian  wiiils  1 

[  Book-learning  does  not  necessarily  fit  a 
chilli   for  the  biittle  of  life,   while    it    is 

I  possilde  to  inflict  serious  injury  on  a  child 
Ijy  preventing  it   learning    in    time    the 

;  practical  liusiness  of  life.  What  is  the 
^dew  of  the  glass-blowers  on  this  ques- 
tion ?  At  their  instigation  I  opposed  a 
clause  in  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Bill 

;  of  1895  which  affected  theni.     In   a  peti* 

'  tion  on  the  subject  they  say  : 

!  "  We  find  it  quite  impossible  to  get  all  our 
'  hoyb  14  years  of  age  or  over,  a**  there  are  al>oat 
1,5<M>  or  IjBWhoya  employed  in  the  glass  iraiie 
of  St,  Helens  who  all  have  to  work  night- work 
in  di  tie  rent  turns  or  shifts.  Than  it  Ls  quite 
neeessary  for  us  to  catch  theju  at  13,  direetly 
they  have  passed  their  standards  and  left  thu 
school,  as  it  is  much  easier  to  train  them  io  the 
work  than  if  they  have  to  wait  a  year,  and  in 
that  time  they  either  get  intfv  Rome  Mihtr 
indiistr}'  or  are  inc.line<l  to  heconie  lojifeiH  and 
will  not  work.  Thii*  period  of  a  year  %)t  two 
make-*  a  very  BeriouB  ditlerence  in  the  ghiM* 
Ijottle  trade,  (iar  prenent  hours  of  woiking 
in  the  glass  bottle  trade  (which  in  one  of  the 
staple  trades  of  St.  Helen^^  employiug  over 
•i.O^Ht  Mien  and  Iw^ys)  are  51  hours  |>er  week, 
alternately  weekly  day  and  night  tump.  The 
week  that  we  Are  on  the  day  turn  we  finish  at  5 
p.m.  on  the  Friday  and  do  mit  start  till  5.^0 
y  m.  on  the  following  Monday*  and  thun  we 
have  an  interval  of  al>oiii7-  houry.  The  week 
that  we  are  on  the  night  turn  ive  always  have 
an  interval  of  4K  hours.  We  work  in  turn?*  of 
tliree  men  and  three  hoyn,  and  in  Bonje  casej* 
four  boy»,  and  it  in  very  important  that  i  liey 
^^.ould  alwaysi  work  together  and  that  the  hoyn 
should  not  be  changed,  otlierwiae  our  wages 
are  leasened  and  the  work  made  much  harder. 
It  ia  not  our  desire  to  increa^^e  the  hours  of 
workings  but  we  ask  that  our  boyr*  of  13  or 
over  vim  have  parsed  their  Hiandardsi  he 
allowetl  U}  work  night  turns  as  well  a-, 
day,  and  so  avoid  the  change  of  hf>ys  in  turn>« 
every  week.  Under  the  A*^t  of  1897  boyn  of  1:5 
cannot   Ihj  employed   night    tunics,  and    t'ori- 
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eeqiieniiy  have  to  change  sets  in  which  they 
work  every  week,  wbioh  is  tnoBt  injtirioua  to 
those  who  have  to  take  all  night  work,  as 
ahove  gtatetl,  and  injurioua  to  the  elTective  and 
liariiiuniou!^  working  of  the  turnB  and  trade 
jifenemlly,  ' 

That,  1  think,  supplies  an  ilhistration  of 
my  argument.  It  is  possible  that  the 
legislation  now  askecl  for  may  have 
the  same,  effect.  Boys  may  be  deprived 
of  an  opportunity  of  learning  a  good 
trade,  they  may  be  tiu^ned  into  loafers, 
and— although  I  do  not  lay  much  stress 
on  this — the  Bill  may  inflict  injury  oo  our 
trade,  and  help  to  drive  it  into  the  hand^ 
of  foreign  competitors.  I  submit  this 
Bill  may  involve  those  dangers.  1  would 
^v'ish  to  allude  to  the  Amendment  intro- 
duced by  the  hon.  Member  in  charge  of 
this  Bill  I  have  been  unable  to  get  a  i 
printed  copy  of  it,  but  I  was  present  at  ' 
the  Debate,  and  remember  something  of  j 
it.  The  House  will  remember  that  the  i 
hon.  Member  made  an  exception  in  i 
the  case  of  boys  between  11  and 
13  employ  etl  in  agriculture,  which 
practically  made  them  half-timers.  The 
hon.  Member's  origintd  Amcmlment  was 
that  they  should  nut  l>e  required  to 
attend  school  more  thjin  ;iOO  times  in  any 
year,  but  he  subsequently  reduced  the 
number  to  250.  I  submit  that  250  is  too 
large.  The  maximum  attendance  of  a  full 
timer  is  420  :  why,  therefore,  should  the 
hon.  Member  take  250,  which  is  more 
than  half  the  maximum^  as  the  numher 
for  lialf-timers  1  I  think  the  hon.  Member 
was  very  unreasonable  in  not  accepting 
the  further  Amendment  moved  by  my 
hon,  friend.  But  I  wish  to  know  why 
this  exception  only  applies  to  country 
boys.  1  venture  to  think  it  is  equally 
necessary  to  apply  it  to  town  boys.  The 
exception  appbes  to  urban  districts,  >»ut 
not  to  towns,  and  the  boys  must  be 
employed  in  agriculture,  though  the 
Amendment  df>es  not  say  how  long  or  in 
what  way,  which  I  think  will  lead  to 
considerable  confusion.  Why  should  it 
not  apply  to  town  boys  ?  Tliey  have  also 
to  loarn  a  tnule  and  the  business  of  life, 
and  why  should  they  have  to  wiiit  for  the 
opportunity  until  they  are  13^  It  may 
be  said  that  country  fjoys  leaii  a  more 
healthy  life,  but  that  hits  never  been 
proved.  No  doubt  an  open-air  bfe  con- 
duces to  health,  but  we  cannot  all  live  in 
the  country,  and  it  hm  never  been  proved 
that  life  in  a  mill  is  more  unhealthy  than 
life  in  an  elementary  eehool.  At  all 
eveuts,  it  is  an  illogical  Amendment,  and 


I  tkink  the  Amendment  of  my  hon,  friend 
the  Member  for  Stockport  ought  to  have 
been  ficcepted,  because  the  original 
Amendment  draws  a  very  unfair  dis- 
tinction between  country  hoys  and  town 
boys.  Let  me  allude  to  another  minor 
difficulty.  The  Amendment  applies  onl^ 
to  hoys  employed  in  agriculture,  but  it 
does  not  say  they  must  be  so  em- 
ployed all  the  time.  They  may  be 
only  employed  for  a  week  in  agricul- 
ture, and  because  of  that  week 
secure  exemption,  and  be  then  employed 
in  s<7me  other  way.  Take  the  case  of  the 
son  of  a  gamekeeper.  He  would  pro 
bably  be  going  around  \vith  his  father, 
setting  traps  and  doing  other  kinds  of 
work.  Why  should  that  l:K*y,  any  more 
than  the  boy  employed  in  agriculture, 
have  to  make  a  full  attendance  at  school ! 
It  may  be  very  necessary  for  him  to  leani 
his  trade,  and  why  should  the  opportunity 
he  postponed  for  a  year  1  The  Bill  is  an 
anomaly  and  an  injustice.  I  do  not  wish 
to  detain  the  House,  but  I  will  say  thai 
in  endeavouring  to  bring  before  it  some 
of  the  reasons  why  I  am  opposed  to  this 
measure  1  have  spoken  from  absolute 
conviction.  I  do  not  represent  any 
cotton  factory,  l)ut  I  happen  to  l>e  chair- 
man of  a  large  Lancashire  and  Cheshire 
working  mens  federation,  the  members  of 
which,  absolnteh^  unsolicited,  have  almost 
unanimously  represented  to  me  that  they 
are  hostile  to  this  Bill.  The  feelings  of 
these  men  ought  to  be  respected.  They 
know  what  they  are  about.  Many  thou- 
sands of  Lanciislure  men  resent  the 
opinion  that  they  cannot  be  trusted  with 
the  management  of  their  own  children, 
and  they  may  1>ring  that  resentment 
home  to  hon.  Members  at  the  next 
General  Election.  These  are  some  of  the 
reasons  why  I  think  this  is  a  mistaken 
Bill.  I  give  full  credit  to  the  motives 
which  actuate  hon.  Members  who  support 
it.  I  share  their  desire  to  benefit  the 
children  of  this  country,  to  increase  their 
education,  and  to  prevent  their  improper 
emplopnent ;  but  this  Bill  does  not  do  any 
good  in  that  direction  at  all,  and  it  may 
do  a  great  deal  of  hann.  1  am  perfectly 
aware  that  the  Second  Reading  was  car- 
ried by  an  enormous  miijority  ;  but  large 
majorities  are  not  always  right. 

Amendment  proposed— 

**  To  leave  out  the  word  •  now,*  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Qaestion  to  add  the  words  *  npoa 
thb  day  three  months.'''— (3/r.  Scton-Katr}, 
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Question   proposed,    **That    the   word 
*  now  ^  stand  fiart  of  the  Qiioation," 


Mr.  GEORGE  WHITELEY  (Stock- 
port) :  I  do  not  desire,  on  the  Thirti  Reiwl- 
ing  of  this  Bill,  to  t^ike  up  very  much  of 
the  time  of  the  House,  for  I  fully  recog- 
nise that,  though  in  my  judgment  we 
have  liiid  all  the  arguments  on  our  side, 
stilJ  the  majority  of  the  Houfie  must  pre- 
vail There  is  a  special  prfjvidenco  with 
big  liattah'ons,  and  I  can  ordy  hope  that 
the  opposition  we  have  undertaken  has 
not  gone  to  such  a  limit  as  would  be 
deemeci  by  any  reai*onable  Memlier  of  the 
House  to  be  perverse  or  faetious.  I 
readily  and  frankly  acknowledge  that, 
apart  from  the  merits,  if  one  hiul  U)  follow 
the  lient  of  one's  natural  inclination,  it 
would  l>o  very  much  more  preferable  to 
appear  as  a  supporter  rather  than  as  an 
opponent  of  this  Bill.  AH  the  best  in- 
stincts of  human  nature,  all  the  sentiments 
of  charity  and  sympathy  and  kindlitiess 
towards  those  who  are  unable  to  adv(H?ate 
their  own  casCj  impel  us  to  suppjrt  a 
children's  Bill,  and  therefore  I  readily 
recognise  and  uriilerstand  the  opinion  of 
the  majority,  and  the  promptness  with 
which  they  alb"ed  themselves  with  the 
hon.  Member  who  intro<luced  the  Bill. 
The  House  would  not,  in  my  opinion,  bo 
what  it  is  if  it  were  not  influenced  by 
such  motives.  But  I  am  not  altogether 
sure  that  the  majority  of  the  House  in 
this  fliscussion  are  really  the  tnie  sup- 
porters of  the  cause  of  the  children. 
What  I  want  hon.  Members  to  recognise, 
before  we  close  this  iliscussion,  is  that 
there  is  another  side  to  this  <]uestion  for 
which  very  much  can  be  mid.  I  honestly 
say  that  1  do  not  think  that  even  at  the 
eleventh  hour  hon.  Meml>er8  fidly  appre- 
ciate the  conditions  in  the  half-time  con- 
stituencies, or  the  opinion  of  the  public 
fenerally  in  those  districts  in  this  matter 
have  perhaps  taken  a  larger  part  in 
these  Debates  on  the  Bill  than  other 
Members  representing  these  eonatituen- 
etea,  and  it  may  lie,  possibly,  because  of 
the  paucity  of  my  vocalmlary  that  the 
case  is  in  its  present  unsitt  is  factory  con- 
ditioiu  I  lia\  e  endeavoureil  to  show  that 
there  is  really  no  Iwxly  of  working  pubHc 
opinion  at  the  Ijack  of  this  Bill.  The 
employers  are  against  it ;  the  workmen 
iire  opiK>sed  to  it,  because  they  wish  to 
bring  up  their  children  as  they  them- 
selves were  brought  up  ;  the  children  are 
Opposed  to  it,  because  they  look  forward 


to  the  time  when  they  can  take  their 
place  for  a  few  hours  as  imjxjrtant  mem- 
bei-s  of  the  family  ;  and,  generally  s|>e!ik- 
ing,  there  is  no  public  opinion  in  favour 
of  it.  The  oidy  liody  of  opinion  in 
favour  of  it  is  undoubtedly,  in  my 
judgment,  the  National  Union  of  Teach- 
ers* I  challenge  the  hon.  Member  to  give 
the  opinion  of  any  bcxly  of  working  men 
who  have  expert  knowledge  of  the  work- 
ing of  the  half-time  system  in  suppctrt 
of  this  BilL  The  trade  unions  of  l^in- 
cashire,  where  more  half-time  is  worked 
than  in  the  rest  f)f  the  United  Kingdom, 
are  distinctly  hostile  to  it.  [Cries  of 
"  Not  all.'*]  Hon.  Members  say^  **  Not 
all/'  Hon.  Members  who  know  anything 
of  the  cotton  industry — and  the  bulk  of 
the  half-timers  work  in  the  weaving 
shetls  — know  that  all  the  weavers'  traflo 
unions  are  against  the  Bill  The  argu- 
ments which  have  been  advancetl  for 
the  Bill  have  been  few  anrl  have  lieen 
dissipated.  The  children  in  the  districts 
in  which  the  half-time  system  most  pre- 
vails  compel  re  favourably  with  the  children 
in  other  districts  and  towns  in  the  country. 
On  the  ipiestion  of  education  I  differ 
again  from  my  hon.  friends.  They  have 
shown  no  disparity  whatever  between 
Lancashire  and  the  other  towns.  Of 
course,  figures  may  Im)  made  to  prove  any- 
thing, but  if  one  does  hapjjen  to  have  re- 
course to  tigures  on  this  particular  point 
this  is  what  they  show.  If  you  compare 
the  School  Grants  of  Lanc^Lshire  with  other 
counties,  there  are  *27  counties  which  i*e- 
ceive  less  on  the  average  than  Ijancashire, 
while  only  12  show  a  larger  average.  On 
the  Second  Reading  I  alluded  tti  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  people  in  those  districts 
where  half-time  prevails,  1  challenge 
any  hon.  Member  to  stiy  that  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  people  where  half  time  is 
worked  is  lower  than  that  in  other  parts 
of  the  country.  I  do  not  begrudge  the 
preferential  treatment  that  has  been 
acconled  by  Government  to  agriculture. 
I  venture  to  say  that  it  is  consistent  with 
the  chief  characteristic  of  this  Parliament, 
which  has  always  placed  agriculture  first. 
I  am  heartily  glad  that  even  one  section 
of  the  community  is  oxemptefl  from  what 
1  regani  sis  an  unnecessary  Bill.  But  is  itnf>t 
almost  absurd  to  suggest  that  you  shouhl 
enact  that  in  the  other  counties  of 
England  the  educational  requirements,  as 
represented  by  250  attendances,  should  bo 
sufficient  to  permit  a  child  becoming  a 
half-timer  at  H»  whereas  in  Lancashire 
and  Yorkshire  those  educational  require- 
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mentfl  are  not  guffidentl y  met  until  a  child 
ifl  12  years  ol  age,  I  would  vent4ire  to 
aak  the  Honm,  in  dealing  with  this  matter 
tif  education,  to  consider  what,  to  my 
mind,  isa  very  important  question,  whether, 
to  ufie  a  colloquial  phmse,  they  are  abso- 
lutely sure  thf  V  have  got  hold  of  the  right 
end  of  the  stick  in  thie;  matter.  It  seems  to 
QUI  that  thii  step  is  a  most  important 
8t€ji,  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  a  most 
dubiouB  one  ;  in  fact,  it  is  entirely  a  leap 
in  the  dark.  In  the  future  3*our  educa- 
tional system  in  the  counties  can  only  be 
deecribed  as  an  in-and-out  running  system. 
Two  hundred  and  fifty  attendances  will 
be  necessary  in  order  to  enable  a  child  to 
become  a  half-timer,  but  those  250  atten- 
dances may  l*e  put  in  in  125  days,  and 
all  the  rest  of  the  year  a  child  is  free  to 
do  a&  he  likes.  My  hon.  friend  has 
adopted  this  policy — in  order  to 
his 


bacon    streaky — of 
one     day     and     staning 


over-feeding 


eet 
his 


it      the 


next.  Under  this  streaky  education 
Bill  you  are  going  to  cram  your  children 
for  125  days  of  the  ^-ear,  and  then  permit 
them  to  nin  wild.  We  all  know  that 
children  easily  assume  and  just  as  e^ly 
forget  that  which  they  have  learned*  un- 
less their  learning  is  continued  to  a  later 
period  of  life.  I  venture  to  predict  that 
this  educational  experiment  of  my  hon. 
and  learned  friend  will  prove  most  un- 
fortunate. I  am  almost  glad  that  that 
will  l>e  so.  I  believe  that  a  great  many 
counties  are  suflering  from  the  effects 
of  education.  In  previous  yeai-s  a  man 
who  was  not  educate  was  perfectly 
willing  to  remain  on  the  land  tending  the 
turnips  or  mangold  wurtzel,  and  never 
aapired  to  atiy  higher  occupation.  Now 
that  vou  have  educated  the  children  they 
all  desire  to  go  to  towns  and  obtain 
appointments  as  p<jlicemen,  or  as  shop 
aasistant^,  or  in  some  other  congenial 
occupation  canit^l  on  in  towns,  where 
perhaps  they  will  earn  more  wages, 
I  am  glad  to  bear  that  in  relation  to  this 
assertion  the  National  Union  of  Teachers 
are  not  having  it  all  their  own  way.  They 
have  not  ca>^t  their  net  wide  enough  to  in- 
clude all,  Ix^cause  there  are  some  who  have 
eacaped  it.  I  think  I  have  said  enough 
to  prove  that  neither  does  the  intelligence, 
nor  the  eflucation,  nor  the  health  suffer 
in  the  districts  where  the  half-time  system 
prevails.  But  there  has  been  one  argu- 
n»ent,  only  one  argument,  placed  before 
this  House  which,  1  think,  carried  weight, 
and  it  was  the  argument  that  h&B  been 

Mr,  Geor(f€  mnteky. 


called  tbe  haK-past  fi^e  in  the  moniii^ 
argument.  That  argument  I  endearoum 
to  meet  by  putting  down  on  the  Paper  an 
Amendment  doing  away  witli  all  work  fqr 
half-timers  between  1 1  and  1 2  years  of 
age  before  half-past  eight  in  the  mornin£. 
That  Amendment  wm  «ta^ngly  oppcneo* 
but  if  it  had  been  accepted  by  lur 
hon.  friend  the  Bill  would  bive 
been  more  acceptable  than  it  is  at  the 
present  moment.  But  I  cannot  pass 
away  from  this  part  of  the  question  with- 
out again  citing  to  the  House  the  resxili 
of  the  remarkable  ballot  taken  on  the 
question  bv  the  Weavers'  As^oeiatioiL 
Of  the  90,000  papers  issued,  74,000 
answers  were  received,  and  66,000,  or 
89  per  cent.,  were  in  favour  of  the  present  • 
state  of  affairs.  That  fact  ought  to  bttT© " 
gre^t  weight  with  hon.  Meml»ers  before 
they  give  their  vote  on  the  Thiitl 
Keadiiig.  This  House  has  the  legnl 
right,  l>ut  I  should  like  to  know  how  far 
it  has  the  moral  right,  to  permit  hon. 
Members  sitting  for  constituencies  who 
really  have  no  interest  whatever  in  the 
Bill  and  no  expert  knowledge  of  the  hatf- 
time  question  to  cram  down  the  tbromtt  rf 
Lancashire  people  legislation  they  do  not 
like.  AVe  are  told  by  folk  who  kmrw 
nothing  of  the  question  that  "we  are 
wasting  the  lives  of  the  children  for  the 
sake  of  a  system  which  ministers  to  th€» 
greed  of  miserly  parents  or  the  avarice  nf 
ht3artless  capitalists^  and  that  the  only 
people  who  know  anything  of  this  question, 
the  only  people  who  are  utterh' and  entirely 
unbiased  in  the  matter,  are  the  National 
Union  of  Teachers.  I  think  this  is  a  big 
assertion,  in  view  of  the  Imllot.  There 
Mas  aTiother  matter  mentioned  upon  the 
Secftnd  Heading  in  del>ate  which  has  not 
l>een  pressed  sufficiently  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House,  and  that  is  the  ques- 
tion of  woman  labour  in  our  factories. 
The  House  knows  perfectly  well  that 
although  the  death-rate  statistics  in  the 
factory  districts  are  not  worse  than  in 
other  parts  of  England,  still  they  wotdd  * 
1>e  very  much  l»etter  if  it  were  not  for 
woman  labour  in  the  factories.  I  desire 
to  press  this  point  on  the  House  as  heixig  * 
of  the  iiimi^st  ini|K>rtance.  The  proper 
place  for  a  woman,  at  all  events  diuing  • 
her  child-bearing  days,  when  she  has  a 
large  family  of  small  children  fx>AsiblyiL^ 
baby — is  at  home.  In  Lancashire,  as  in 
other  parts  of  the  country,  the  more  you 
seek  iiy  legislation  to  remove  from  the 
reveTiue  of  the   home   even   the  smallest 


i 


a^^lditional  sum  of  money,  as  you  are  We  all  hcliovc  in  his  honesty,  and  we  be 
doing  by  dostruyiiij^  the  half-time  system,  licvo  also  iti  his  strai:,'htforwapirieAs  anrl  in- 
the  moiu  you  are  inevitahly  driving  women    di-pL^ndoiice, for  I  haveiiottLud  that  the  hoii. 


back  to  the  factories,  und  making  them  take 
their  pirt  in  providing  the  daily  bread 
for  the  family.  To  my  mind  this  is  a 
singularly  unfortunate  Bill  Most  of  the  I 
working  cla.s8  measures  which  have  been  ! 
intrmliiced  and  carried  m  this  House 
have  been  for  the  improvement  and 
amelioration  of  the  lot  of  tlie  people,  and 


I 


I 


I 


Memlicr  ha*?  been  so  independent  as  even 
to  hold  up  to  ridicule  at  times  the  Party 
to  which  ho  belongs.  But  I  must  confeas 
that  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understiind  why  the 
hoiL  Gentleman,  with  his  intelligence  and 
his  knowledge  of  Lunwishire  people  and 
their  work,  can  »**  persistently  oppose  th'6 
BilL     I    can   only   put   it   clown   to  two 


have  been  supported  by  tho  working  •  things.  One  is  his  determined  opposition 
classefi  and  tnwles  iniions.  In  the  present  to  the  teachers,  and  the  other  is  that  he 
Ciise  ail  these  elements  of  support  are  |  must  have  a  mandate  from  bis  constitii- 
uanting.     You  have  nobody  of  opinion  at  '  eney,  I  am  not  aware  that  he  has  pleaded 


the  back  of  you.  You  have  no  section  of 
the  community  asking  for  this  reform 
which  knows  anything  of  the  textile 
movement.  You  have  nothing  Imt  the 
National  Union  of  Te«icher8.  It  cannot, 
even  hy  a  stretch  of  imagination,  be  called 
a  burning  question.  It  is  a  question  which, 
as  I  have  previously  pointed  out,  is 
settling  itself,  atul   wouhl   settle   itself  in 


that,  but  J  cannot  understand  his  acticni 
unless  it  be  that  he  must  really  believe 
that  his  whole  conatitueney,  and  periia|>s 
some  other  eonstiluencies  in  Lancashire, 
are  very  strongly  opposed  to  this  HilL 
If  that  lie  so,  it  only  lends  colour  to  what 
I  have  heard  stiid,  that  such  towns  as 
Stoekpjrt,  \Mgan,  Ashton,  and  Staly- 
bridge  are  alxiut  tifty  years  behind  towns 


the  course  of  a  few  vears,  I  disapprove  '  further  north,  1  do  not  siiy  that  that  ia 
of  the  action  of  hon.  Members  in  forcing  so,  but  I  have  heard  it  said,  and  this  cir- 
the  question  down  our  throats,  believing^  |  eumstance  would  give  colour  to  that 
as  I  do,  that  if  it  hail  only  been  allowed  '  opitiioji.  Let  me  state  my  own  experience 
to  settle  itself  by  natural  means,  a  good 


deal  of  the  friction  thai  has  been 
aroused  wTiuld  never  have  existetl  at  elL 
Personally  I  have  no  pecuniary  interest 
in  the  cotton  trade,  and  thLrefi>re  1  hope 
mv  action  may  be  looked  upon  as  an  un- 
selfish one.  I  believe  the  Bill  to  be 
unnecessary,  impolitic,  and  unjust  to  a 
very  large  section  of  the  community,  and 
this  being  the  last  cieca^ion  we  shall  have 
of  discussing  this  question   I  am   ple^ised 


with  reference  to  the  constituency  which 
1  represent,  IHning  the  Whitsuntide 
recess  I  was  called  upon  to  address  what 
is  called  the  **  Four  Hundred,''  ami  the 
council  in  connection  with  that  constitu- 
ency, which  is  a  very  extensive  and 
enlightened  eoiistituenev,  I  was  expected 
to  speak  on  this  subject,  in  fact  I  was 
asked  to  explain  the  position  1  had  t4iken 
up,  I  spoke  in  the  afternoon  t^  the 
council  on   general    polities,  and   in    the 


to  have  l>een  able  to  raise  my  voice  in  this  i  evening,   at   the    pubh'e    meeting,    when 

about  400  people  werv^  present,  I  spent 
about  Hfty  minutes  in  speaking  on  this 
subject  alone.  At  both  these  meetings 
an  unainmous  vote  of  confidence  in  their 
Member  was  pissod,  and  not  a  single 
ijuestion  was  asked  me,  or  a  single 
voije  raisefl  in  oppasition  to  the  course  I 
ha<l  taken.  So  that  whatever  force 
there  may  l>e  in  the  arguments  which  have 
been  need  on  the  opposite  side  this 
morning  as  to  the  opposition  of  Lane^*- 
shire,  those  arguments  fio  not  hold  at  all 
events  so  far  as  my  constituency  is  con- 
cerned. I  have  received  communications 
fiTjm  several  people  on  this  sulijcct.  It 
has  i>een  argued  that  the  trail  es  unioii« 


matter. 

*Mr,  DUCKWORTH  (Lancashire,  Mid- 
dleton) :  I  am  sure  no  one  would  desire  to 
charge  the  hon.  Meml>er  for  Str>ckport 
with  w^ant  of  zeal  or  want  of  ability  in  his 
opposition  to  this  Bill.  Whatever  we 
may  say  as  to  his  views  on  the  matter, 
and  however  we  may  differ  fmm  him,  wt} 
must  all  admire  his  determination  to  do 
all  he  fjossibly  could  to  kill  this  BilL  He 
has  struck  it  in  the  breast,  he  has  stabbed 
it  in  the  fmck,  and  he  has  knocketJ  it  on 
the  heatl ;  and  if  it  hail  not  been  for  its 
catlike  vitality  I  am  sure  the  Bill  would 
have  been  killed.     We  must  all  own  that 


the  hon.  Meml>er  would  not  have  taken  are  against  this  measure.  1  hold  in  my 
the  course  he  has  in  upp4>sing  this  Bill  if '  hand  a  resolution  f>assed  hy  the  Tra#le8 
ke  had  not  conscientiously  felt  that  he  I  C*ouncil  of  Kmthdale,  which  reads  as  fol- 
was  doing  w^hat  he  believed  to  bo  right.  |  lows<     The  secretary  says  : 
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tlie  coiini'il  to  fonvanl  to  you  a  cppy  of  the  | 
resohitiiui  which  was^^  j>asse<i  iituviiinioiisly  at  \ 
the   iTioTithly    meetiuj^' :   '  That   tiiis    coimril,  i 
Iwsin^  strwijily  of  opinion  that  the  a^e  at  which 
half'tiniei^i  are  iiUowtMl  to  conjnience  work  in 
too  low,  resjiectfully  my^v^i^  the  (;o\eniiiiciit  to 
aHVirtl  fiu'ilities  for  the  i»fisHint;of  Mr.  liohsion'f^ 
Half'Tiou!  Bill  in  the  present  session  of  Farlia- 
fnent."* 

I  have  also  got  a  similar  resohjtion  from 
tt  Socialist  organisation.  They  are  very 
strongly  in  favour  of  this  Bill. 

'*  I  am  inxtrn*  ted;'  the  secretary  HJiyfi,  "  hy 
the  council,  as  representative  of  tlio  Stxialists 
of  tiie  Miilclleton  mu\  Sowerhv  Parliamentary 
DivisiotiB,  tt^  petitioTi  you  witfi  r<-*spect  to  i^lr. 
Itolji^ofiH  Bill,  at  the  t>econd  Koadiuj;  of  which 
our  Council  cous^iders  you  phiywl  a  most  com- 
nieinlahle  |mrt.  In  the  iutere.sts  of  the  chihlreu 
and  of  edih'atiiin  we  lioi>o  you  will  [lersevcre 
in  the  rourse  you  have  adoptcfl.anil  do  all  that 
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that  it  woiihl  disan-ange  or  disrirgatiise 
trade,  ami  that  it  would  harass  employee 
Tke  hon.  Mfiulier  ffjr  SUX'kport  knows— 
or  if  he  does  not  know  I  can  tell  him  — 
that  in  ^\iivy  ease  almost  when  old  ma- 
chines are  taken  ont  and  new  ones  put  in 
they  are  arranged  to  do  without  half- 
timers  altogether.  So  that  the  employers 
themselves  know  that  this  system  is  pass^ 
ing  awaVt  that  it  is  a  remnant  of  a  bygone 
agt\  anil  that  the  time  has  come  when  it 
ought  not  to  heenconragi.Ml.  1  could  give 
yon  em|>lovers  \\\  the  score  who  have 
voluntarily  done  away  with  this  half-tifn« 
work.  The  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
K'ochester^  on  the  Second  Reading  of  ihi* 
Bill,  spoke  in  a  very  intelligent  and  very 
hopefid  way.  His  opposition  to  it  wa« 
that    he    had   a   fear  that   it    would   noc 


lies  in  your  [tower  to  assist  in  the  paKHmgof  so    answer  the  purpose  that   we  claim   for  it, 
desirahle  and  humane  a  measure.'  ^^^^^\  \^^  ^^^^y^^^  .jl^^^  the  money  \\  hich   we 


When  1  was  in  the  North  I  took 
the  opptjrtunity  of  inviting  to  niy 
own  house  the  leaders  of  the  trades 
organisations  in  our  town  and  flistrict. 
I  will  not  say  more  as  to  the 
positions  they  occupy  than  that  they  are 
gentlemen  who  occupy  the  leading  posi- 
tions in  our  trades  unions  and  councils. 
We  went  thnaigh  these  Anu^ndments  one 
by  one,  and  talked  them  over  as  we 
sat  around  the  table,  and  there  was 
not  a  single  Amendment  that  those 
gentlemen  a<i  vised  me  to  vote  for 
except  one.  They  were  in  favour 
of  the  Bill,  and  they  urged  me  to  advowite 


spend  on  educatitin  being,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, wasteil.  That  is  sa  But  why  is  it 
so  ?  Simply  because  we  do  nut  give  the 
chiblren  time  to  study  ;  we  do  not  give 
them  time  to  get  through  what  we  expect 
them  to  get  throtigh.  It  is  not  a  question 
of  the  teachers  being  over  anxious  to  get 
results  ;  it  is  l>eeaase  they  know  very  well 
that  the  children,  under  the  conditions  of 
etlucation  to^lay,  have  not  suthcient  time 
to  study.  Hence  they  are  crammed,  and 
the  restdt  is,  as  has  been  stated,  that 
when  the  school  yeai*s  are  over  they  are 
disgusted  with  schools  ;  they  are  out  of 
patience  with  all  study,  and  they  are  very 


— as  I  have  advf*cated — the  passing  «jf  the  \  glud   to  get  to  work,  or  to   play,  or  any- 


meaaure.  I  think  that  that  testimony 
clears  away  the  argtmients  which  have 
been  used  throughout  the  delNite  as  to 
the  strong  opposition  of  Lattcashire  people. 
The  hon.  Member  fur  Stockpoit  knows 
very  well  that  the  opposition  to  the  rais- 
ing of  the  iige  from  11  to  12  is  not  so 
atnmg  l>y  a  long  way  as  was  the  opposi- 
tion when  the  age  was  raised  from  10  to 
11,  atid  he  also  knows  very  wtII  that  it 
will  very  soon  piiss  away.  He  knows  that 
ovon  some  of  those  who  are  so  strongly  in 
favour  of  retaining  the  age  at  H  have 
spoken,  in  their  personal  and  private 
ejipacity,  in  a  very  different  way.  That 
l>eing  so,  I  am  sure  the  testimony  I  have 

E'ven  as  to  what  I  have  heard  when  in 
mcashire  during  the  last  two  or  three 
weeks  will  take  the  bottom  out  of  the 
argument  that  the  Lancashire  people  are 
strongly  against  the  passing  of  this 
measure.  On  the  Second  Reading  of  this 
Bill  emphasis  was  laid  on  the  argument 

Mr.  Ditckum-ih. 


thing  else  they  can  do.  Instead  of  chil- 
dren coming  from  elementary  schools 
having  had  given  to  them  a  *lesire  for 
study,  aji  appetite  for  learning,  they  come 
away  satiated  with  it,  and  they  do  not 
want  to  continue  their  studies.  That 
ought  not  to  be  so — they  ought  to  be 
ready,  when  they  arrive  at  14  years  of 
age,  to  go  on  with  their  seeondary 
edtication,  and  after  that  to  go  on 
to  a  technical  school  aral  premre 
themselves  for  their  flu  ties  in  life. 
Ikit  they  are  not  preparcil  to  do  this. 
The  great  com|)laint  as  to  technical  schools 
is  that  chilflren  come  from  elementary 
schools  ^piite  imprepartnl  to  eommonee 
their  studies  in  the  technical  schools. 
The  hon.  Member  for  St.  Helens  has 
made  a  very  si ngtilar  address  in  the  House 
this  nn»rning,  liut  I  should  have  thought 
that  his  own  intelligence  would  have  pre* 
vented  him  from  making  remarks  such  as 
he  has  made  to-day.     Surely  he  is  under 
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the  nld  rlisi^nsation,  I  thought  tho  Tory  is  better  than  knowhul^i!  in  anything— 
party  hatl  IxM-^ri  €*<lueatefl,  I  renn^mljtT  even  if  it  is  applied  to  pnlling  turnips,  or 
when  <pi!te  it  yoinig  man,  after  the  Fran-  the  doiri^  the  things  that  have  to  be  done 
ehise  Bill  had  jiassed,  Mr  Kohert  Lowe  liy  tlic  children  in  agricultural  distriets. 
saying  that  wc  must  educate  our  masters,  i  It  is  far  iM^tter  to  have  the  miridK  of  the 
Now  we  have  an  horL  Meiiiber  of  this  I  children  trained,  ami  it  ia  far  l>ehinfl  the 
House  speaking  dii^iwimgirigly  of  education  |  times  to  ph:ad  that  ignorance  h  im  advan- 
for  the  working-elasses,  and  advocating  tago  to  a  child  ;  and  I  strongly  protest 
that  a  child  nnist  only  be  erlucated  to  do  '  against  any  such  argument  I  will 
the  work  that  its  father  has  done,  and  pre-  not  detain  the  House  any  longer,  al- 
stimably  that  it  must  never  go  Iwyond  what  though  there  are  several  other  things 
its  father  has  tlone.  That  is  a  good  old  which  I  wishwl  to  say.  I  do  hope  that, 
Tory  doctrine,  and  we  have  not  heard  it  now  we  have  ihreshed  this  matter  out  to 
for  a  hjug  time,  I  thought  it  had  died  a  the  extent  that  we  have,  the  hon.  Mem- 
natural  death,  and  that  our  Conservative  j  bers  will  cease  their  opposition,  anil  allow 


fnends  were  in  favour  of  having  our 
children  educated  as  much  as  possible. 
It  appears,  however,  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  St.  Helens  is  one  of  those  who  would 
be  pc^rfectly  sat  is  tied  if  a  child  were  edu- 
cated sufficiently  to  make  a  Ik>w  to  certain 
persons  or  a  cuitsey  when  the  parson  or  a 
.sijuire  passes  liy,     I  take  it  that  that  is 


I 

I 

I 


I 


this  Biil  to  pass. 

♦Sir  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan) :  I  hope 
the  House  will  allow  me  to  submit  some 
observations  ujxjn  this  occasion,  al- 
though I  occupied  some  time  during 
the  discussion  of  this  measure  in  Com- 
mittee.    As  reference  has  been   made  to 


I 


not  the  feeling  of  hon.  Members  of  the  I  the  Borough  of  Wigan,  I  feel  bound  to 
House,  and  I  can  assure  the  hon.  Gentle-  j  say,  although  I  did  speak  with  much 
man  <ipposite  that  it  is  not  the  feeling  of  sincerity  and  mme  vigour  in  favour  of 
the  great  masses  of  this  country.  The  |  the  Bill,  that  I  have  received  no  protest 
teachers  in  our  technical  schools,  the  cdu-    against  the  remarks  which  I  then  made. 


catioj lists   throughout    the    country,  and 


On  th*?  other  hand,  I  have  received  letter 


especially  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  after  letter  in  full  sympathy  with  the 
country  where  the  industries  of  the  country  course  which  I  took  and  the  views  which 
are  canied  on,  all  know  perfectly  well —  i  I  expressed  in  the  Debate  in  Committee. 

and  feel  the  importance  of  it— that  it  is 

necessary  that  the  children  who  are  to  go 
to  work  in  these  ihivs  must  I  jo  I  letter  edu- 


eatet!  than  they  have  been  in  days  gone 
by.  We  have  been  able  to  carry  on  a 
large  trade  in  what  1  may  call  plain  goods. 


I   have  heard — I  must  confess  with  some 
surprise     the  speech  made  by  my    hon. 


friend  tlie  Memlter  fur  St.  lielens ; 
and  for  the  first  time  during  many  years 
in  the  Debates  in  Parliament  I  have 
heard  erlo cation  condemned  as   rather  an 


As  the  hon.  Memiier  for  Stockport  knows  i  injury  than  a  benefit  to  those  wlio  have 
very  well,  in  years  gcme  by,  if  a  person  I  had  the  opportunity  of  taking  arlvantage 
could  weavf  a  calico  piece  he  wjus  con- I  of  it.  I  certairdy  think  that  such  remarks 
i^idered  proficient  and  all  right  ;  but  we    come  with  very  ill  grace  from  a   I^inca- 


shire  Member  ;  for  we  have  in  our  County 
Palatine   no   less   than    two    Lhnversity 


have  to  Cfnnpete  with  people  nowwhoc^n 
do  this  work  quite  as  well  as  we  can  our- 
selves. To  make  fancy  goods  reqiurcs  a  j  Colleges — one  in  Liverpool  and  one  in 
good  deal  of  technic<ai  knowledge,  which  i  Manchester— and  I  venture  to  say  that  no 
we  shall  have  to  cultivate  if  we  want  to  man  who  has  any  actjuaintance  with  Lan- 
keep  abreast    with     the     com|>etition    of    cashire  industries    will    deny    the    great 


foreign  countries. 


MilOKOHOK  WHITELF.Y:  But  the 
children    don  t    learn     fancy    weaving   at 


benefits  which  have  been  confcndl  upon 
our  county  by  these  two  magnificent 
institutions.  The  hon.  Member  made 
some  reference  to  Lancashire  parents  as 
Board  achools.    They  leam  it  at  the  mill.  I  being  very  intelligent.     As  a  Lancashire 

I  man  1  have  always  felt  some  diffidence  in 
*Mk.  DUCKWORTH:  No,  no.  The  commenting  upon  such  an  observation; 
mind  of  the  child  is  trained  in  the  school,  but  I  believe  that  the  intelligence  of  the 
and  it  reiiiures  the  training  of  the  Lancashire  operative  is  of  a  very  high 
mind  in  order  to  obtain  technical  know-  order,  and  one  of  my  reasons  for  support- 
ledge.  I  do  not  think  that  any  Memlier  ,  ing  this  Bill  is  that,  in  my  opinion,  intelli- 
of  this   House  will  plead  that  ignorance    gence  of  that  high  order  requires  further 
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opportunity  of  development.  As  a  Lati- 
cashire  man  and  as  a  Lancashire  Memlipr 
I  stil!  reganl  the  standard  of  education 
in  the  schools  as  too  low,  although  the 
stiindard  is  higher  than  it  was  some 
years  ago.  Another  of  my  reasons  for 
supporting  this  Rill  is,  that  if  children 
are  prevented  from  goin^  to  work  up  to  a 
certain  age  I  feel  *[uite  sure  that  the 
standard  of  eihieation  mu-st  he  raised.  Not 
only  this,  hut  the  children  will  bt^  ki«pt  at 
school  up  to  the  school  age  fixed  hy  the 
Bill,  and  they  will  be  prevented  from 
wasting  their-  time  in  the  streets.     Refer-  i  tioner  anumj:  tlies^e   peai>lc3,  is  that   no  chiUl 


it  is  less  satisfactory  in  Lancashire  than  i 
the  worsted  and  woollen  rlistricts  of  York 
shire.  I  have  some  statements  here  \rhi< 
the  House  will  perhaps  forgive  toe  fo 
reading.  One  is  the  testimony  of  thfl 
medical  otheer  for  the  Borough  of  Wigan 
who  if^  also  a  member  of  the  Wigan  Scho 
Boani     He  says  : 

**£   j^liall  Ite  sorrj^   If  tliere    w    an  att^mpt^ 
made   to   txeludi?     cat  ton   laotoriea    from  Ui4 
o]rt?ratk>n   of   the  Bill,  for  it    lh   the  child 
employed  in  cottoa  factoiie^  that  will    lieDetitJ 
tiKhst.     My   opinion,   jts   a   niedieal    officer  ol 
hciililit  ainl  also   ai  a  *roti<*ral    modieal    practi- ] 


ence  has  been  made  to  the  opinion  of  the 

operatives    as    being    against    the    Bill. 

The  hon.  Meml«*r  referred  to  one  section 

"the  Weavers'  Union,      Now  I  was  pre- 

ent  at  a  meeting  where  tlieir  representa- 

'tives    were  heard,    and    there    were    two 

remarkal*le  facts  in  connection  with  that  i 

Union,  firstly,  that  those  members  of  the 

Union   who  sent  their  children  as  half-  j 

timers  at  this  early  age   were   well-to-do  j 

parents  and  did  not  require  the  wages  of 

their  children   for  their  support — and   I  ' 

was  greatly  impressed  by   what    I  heard  | 

upon  that  occasion  :  seconfUvj  the  weavers 

who   appeared    were  not  the   pi  rents  of 

the  children  referred  to  in  the  resolution. 

The    great   majority   of  them    were  not 

fact^iry  operatives  at  alb  and  gaint^d  their 

l>read  by  other  means.    The  hon.  Mend^er 

made   a    reference    to    some  petition,  or 

tloenmeirt,  respecting  labour  in  the  glass 

works  at  St.  Helens  ;  but  the  ago  he  men- 
tioned   was   a   higher  age  than  the   one 

raentioned  in  the  Bill,  and   therefore  the 

remarks  he  mafic  upon  the  subject  were 

entirely  irrelevant,  and  not  appropriate  to 

the  discussion.     I  made  some  reference  in 
■  A  farmer  Del  rate  to  the  age  on  the  C'onti- 

tient,  and  since  then  J  ha^e  pernscd  the 

""  ^  ort  of  the  Committee  of  the  Council 
Education    for    Scotlanrl.       Now,    in 
'"Seofchtnd    there   are    1)1,000  children    lie- 

tween  1 1  and  12  years  of  age,  an<l  of  that 

total  92  p^*r  cent,  ai'e  at  school.     That  is 

a  most  clear  ant  I  absohite   proof  that  in 

Se<jtland,  at  least,  the  piirents  \\'\\<\  have 

iTgard  to    the  welfare  of   their   children 

keep  them  at  school  up  to  the  age  men- 

i  tioned  in  this  Bill.     With  regard  to  the 

roollen  and  worsted  irulustries  of  York- 

^shire,  I  have  had  some  acquaintance  in 

the  interior  working  of  tho  mills,  both  in 

Lfincaahjre  and  Yorkshire,  and  1   have  no  \  presume  to  speak  on  liehalf  of  Lancashi 


uiiiler    twelve    nlioultl     r>e    employcnl    &»» 
half -tinier.        [     have      seen      the       stunteiL 
•growth,   tii«  Hwarthy*   ill -looking  appearance  1 
ofmaay  of  these  chiMrtni,  *lotdn  a  »^eat  measur^l 
t4j  the'con^iaenient  aatl   work  in  the   uiiJls.     if 
run  also  Hi>t'ak   aw  a   inoml>er  of  our   Schooii 
Boartb  where  ixfobJe   Imve   to  roine  b^ifore  i 
for    exemption    of    lisdf-linier?^,    and    we    in* 
varifthly   ask   that   the  chiMren   ^hall    l>e  left? 
longer  at  HchcM>l.     We  have   a(»t  many   half-" 
tiiiiers  jTi  Wigan,  hut  it  would  he  better  if 
had  leH*i/' 

Another    medical    friend    of   mine — DrJ 
Koocroft™who  has    had    twenty    yea 
experience   in  Wigan,   iivTites   to   me 
follows  ; 

**  With  rei^artl  to  raisioL'  the    age    of    tXtfSi 
facto rj^  workers,   I    have  long   felt   that  tUii 
ought  to  1»€^  (lone.     After  afjomewhal   extend 
ftive  experience  of  tieiirly  twenty  year*  I  < 
recall    uianv    iastanee.-*    where    healthy    ami' 
rolaist    ehiftlren,    rapid  I  v   growing    but     not 
(levelopecb  have    been  takeu    from    i^chool  and 
put  to  work.      Thw  resolt,  in    many  «'nses,  ha4 
(>eeii    an    arrest    of    developnieiit  *  j.'eneral)y.1 
Later   1   find   that  the  ciiTulator^',   di^re^tive 
jintl  respiratory   HVHtenis  Hntler,   a**   iiH  lanced 
hy  anieniiiL.  dys|ie|i^bL,  conHtipatiun,  and  pul<4 
monary     ln1>ereulosis.        These    di>e4i>ejs 
induie't!.  in    my  opinion,  firi^tly,   hy  throwing 
npoii  the  v\n.\i\  work  at  an  cjirly  age,  hxi  earljl 
U>Y  the   hinly  to    he  over  tiretl  ;   and  .HeotindlyJ 
hy  close  eontineinent  in  hot,  ewiuetinie^  dust/ 
and    lib  vent  Llate<l    phiees,     einqded     by    in? 
absence  of  exereb^e  (play)  in  tlic   open  air, 
long  honi'vf,  and  improper  fowl,"' 

I  am  grateftd  to  the  House  for  allowir^ 

me  to  read  these  letters,  whieh  are  writteii 

liy    two    highly     distingnii^hed    medic 

practitioners,       Now^    Sir,   if   the    Hons 

\  will   bear  with  me,   I  wish   to  say  that 

do  very  jt^Teatly  regret-   as  much  as  I 

gret  anything  in  my  Parlmment>;iry  life 

I  that  the  oppttsition  to  this  Bill  his,  comd 

j  from  Laniasliire,  and  from  hon.  Member 

i  sitting  on  this  side  of  the  House.     1  neve 


hesitation  in  saying  that,  as  reganla  the 
healthy  condition  of  our  factories,  in  eon- 
sefiuence  of  the  nature  of  the  material  tiscd,  i  ^lemlvers. 

Sir  F.  S.  PmvfU. 


Mendiers,     but    1    do    know    from    tti 

Division    lists  the  feeling  of  Lancashir 

The    vote    on    the    Scoon 
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tSiftcling  of  tilt?  Bill  shows  that  the  l>elief  is,  and  it  is  shared  more  largely  out 
Tliajority  of  the  LsLTu-ashiro  Memliers  were  of  the  Housse  thiin  in  it,  that  the  beet 
ill  favour  of  the  Bill  ;  and  why  should  a  method  of  promoting  education  is  to  com- 
section  of  them  say  that  Uincashire  \^  bine  the  initial  stage  *>f  work  with  a 
opiJOstHl  to  it  ?  I  have  read  the  life  of  eontirniance  of  education.  Nt>w,  ray  hon. 
Lard  >Shaftcshury,  We  know  what  he  [  friend  sitid  sonu^thing  iilwut  the  standaFtl 
saya  on  the  factory  quc*5tion.  I  can  i  of  exemptiijn  being  too  low.  I  should 
remember  from  my  earlieHt  years — I  have  ,  like  to  ask  how  this  Bill  is  to  inerease  or 
montiomxl  it  before,  cind  I  mention  it  improve  the  standard  1  I  do  not  want 
again — the  condition  of  these  poor  the  standard  of  exemption  to  l>e  made 
childrcJu  both  in  Liineashire  and  York-  too  low.  I  slioidd  like  to  see  it  niiaed* 
shire— their  starvinl  appearance,  their  But  that  has  nothing  ti)  do  with  this  BilL 
dcfonued  iMinrly  legs,  their  other  weak-  1  hold  tliat  my  objection  to  the  principle 
naaaea,  and  their  want  of  deveh)pment  in  of  this  Bill  is  a  sound  one,  and  that  if 
aooordance  to  their  years.  1  myself  believe  we  are  to  induce  children  to  take  an 
that  that  condition  of  affairs  amongst  the  i  interest  in  their  education,  and  to  carry 
p^irents  is  the  great  cause  of  the  inferior  it  on,  we  must  not  make  a  gap  between 
condition  of  too  many  of  the  present  education  and  the  work  they  ha^  e  to  do 
generation,  and  1  believe  that  you  will  |  in  after  life.  My  hon.  friend  spoke  about 
not  eradicate  the  result  of  this  evil  con-  1  the  deformity  of  children  in  times  past* 
dition  of  things  except  you  place  the  i  That  has  nothing  U}  do  with  the  present 
children  under  more  favourable  circum-  state  of  things.  The  mills  are  well  venti- 
stances.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  these  fated,  and  the  children  are  in  goc*d  con- 
children  actually  require  more  favourable  \  dition.  I  do  not  say  that  the  present 
conditions  than  other  children.  It  has  method  is  neeessariiy  perfect ;  one  might 
been  the  Inwist  of  the  Conservative  pirty  say  that  the  methorl  might  he  carried  on 
that  this  factory  legislation  was  specially  i  nuich  better.  But  it  seems  an  extra- 
their  work.  Can  it  be  so  said  now  ?  Who  I  ordinary  thing  that  all  this  should  be 
waa  it  that  raised  the  age  of  half-  said  against  half-timers,  when  this  Bill 
timers  from  10  to  11  ?  It  was  Mr.  itself  introduces  the  half  time  system  in 
A  eland,  whose  absence  from  this  other  spheres  than  the  faetctry.  Far  more 
House  I  deeply  lament.  Why  was  it  children  will  come  under  half-time  by  the 
that  that  refonn  was  delay e<l  ?  I  am  raising  of  the  ago.  It  has  been  said  that 
grieved  to  confess  that  it  came  from  some  in  Switzerland  and  other  countries  there 
Members  mv  these  benches.  And  to-tlay,  are  no  half-timers,  but  it  iloes  nc»t  follow 
when  I  believe  Parliament  will  take  that  that  is  a  good  system.  I  do  not 
another  st^^p  in  advance,  we  eainrot  xvish  to  press  this  point  further,  but  only 
boast  that  this  proposed  was  mafie  by  a  i  to  deprecate  the  suggestion  of  mv  hon. 
Conservative  ^l ember.  It  is  a  gift  friend,  and  to  maintain  that  those  Lan- 
fmii  a  distinguished  and  learned  hon.  cashire  Members  who  know  tlu*  feebng 
Member  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  j  of  their  constituents,  and  who  know 
That  evil  blot — for  I  conten<l  it  is  an  evil  something  about  the  working  of  the 
blot  on  the  political  bistryry  of  our  Party —  half-time  system  in  their  constituencies, 
cannot  be  obliterated  ;  but  I  do  appeal  to  would  not  necessarily  be  improving  the 
my  Lancashire  friends  that  they  should  conditions  of  the  e^lucation  anti  work  of 
keep  the  record  as  clean  as  they  can,  and  those  children  by  allowing  this  Bill  to  pass, 
not  oppose  this  Bill*  even  by  one  ad-  I  want  to  ask  for  some  authoritative 
verse  vote  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  give  statement  as  to  the  views  of  the  (Tovem- 
to  the  parents  and  the  children  of  Lanca-  ment  on  this  Bill.  I  think  we  ought  to 
shire  a  boon  which  has  l>een  too  long  know  something  more  of  the  views  of  the 
delayed,  but  which,  in  my  judgment,  they    Govenunent  than  we  have  yet  obtained. 


eminent  I  v  deserve. 


Mr.  TOMLIKSON  (Preston) :  I  pro- 
test against  the  tone  in  which  my  hon. 
friend  has  alhuled  to  the  Lancashire 
Menrbers,  and  also  against  the  suggestion 
that  those  Ijancashire  Members  who  do 
not  look  upon  the  Bill  as  satisfactory 
hold    views   adverse  to  education.      My    to  the  Department ;  but  do  the  Govem- 


The  Bill  has  Iveen  brought  in  1»y  a  private 
MemWr,  and  we  know  that  my  right 
hr»n.  friend  the  Vice-Presi^lent  of  the 
Council  is  in  favour  of  the  principles 
of  the  Bill ;  but  I  would  like  to  know 
what  the  Council  for  Education  think 
of  the  Bill.    It  may  be  said  that  the  Bill, 


as  it  stands,  would  not  give  much  trouble 
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nHuit  intentl  to  give   it   their   suppcjrt  ?  :  for     Bury,    and     another     disttngui^ed 


And  how  do  they  intend  to  cany  out  the 
iulmini  St  ration  of  the  agricultural  jmrta 
of  it  ?  \\'hat  mctliod  will  be  tnken  or 
what  Onlei\s  will  he  issued  to  mc  that 
jigricultural  pursuits  alone  arc  to  be  the 
basis  of  the  half-time  system  in  the 
future  1  What  i^teps  are  to  l)e  taken  to 
^ve  it  ertect  1  I  think  that,  considering 
the  circumstances  in  which  the  Bill  has 
been  brought  forward  and  the  imputa- 
tions made  in  BonRMjuarters  against  those 
who  doubt  the  wisdom  of  this  Bill,  it 
was  only  right  that  I  should  have  had 
the  opportaoity  of  making  these  olist'r- 
vations,  I  protest  against  the  idea  that 
in  the  action  I  haxe  taken  against  this 
Bill  I  am  actuated  by  a  desire  to  con- 
tinue the  employment  of  ehild  labour.  I  ' 
oppose  this  measure  on  the  ground,  which 
!  think  a  good  one,  that  it  prohibits  a  kind 
of  child  labour  whieh  leads  up  to  a  species 
of  elementary  education  in  the  business 
which  these  children  will  have  to  carry 
on  in  afterdife.  Everybody  tiinst  be  ac- 
<piaintcd  with  the  fact  that  there  are 
large  ruunbers  of  children  who  leave 
school  without  the  slightest  idea  of  the 
pursuit  which  they  are  going  to  follow 
in  after  years.  And  the  benefit  of  the 
half-time  system  is  that  it  leaves  these 
chiklren  time  to  contemplate  what  pur- 
jsuit  it  is  which  they  wili  follow,  arul  allows 
them  to  begin  to  learn  that  pursuit. 

*Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  West): 
I  confess  that  this  Bill  would  not  remove 
the  existence  of  rhilfl  labour.  We  have 
heard  that  flefiirdely  from  the  hou.  Mem- 
lier  who  has  just  sat  down,  and  from  the 
iMcujIht  for  Stock] *ort.  Hut  in  the  mean- 
time both  concur  m  opposir^g  a  measure 
which  woulfl  remove  a  small  portioTi  of 
ehikl  labour,  and  they  objc^ct  to  us  making 
ik  Ijegiiniing  with  the  partial  abolition  of 
<:hiJd  labour.  1  think  that  is  nither  in- 
consistent. From  the  hon,  .MemVier  for 
♦Stcwkport  we  ha\e  a  not  less  insidious 
attack  on  the  Bill,  Ijut  not  a  more  accurate 
representation  of  the  ease.  We  were  told 
by  the  hon.  Memiier  who  has  distinguished 
himself  by  opposing  the  Hill  in  the  name 


^I  ember— the  Member  for  Bultoii— 
speaking  with  more  knowledge  and  in  a 
greater  representative  position  thaui 
the  hon.  Meml^er  *  for  Stockport^ 
was  also  associated  with  the  pro- 
jKJsal.  The  Bill  in  its  first  inceptioii 
^vas  due  to  these  two  hon.  Membem 
Public  opinion  has  been  expressed  again 
and  again  iti  Lancashire  in  favour  of  the 
Bill  The  great  majority  of  the  organs  of 
the  press  in  Lancashire  are  in  favour  of  it; 
tlie  great  majority  of  the  woikiiig  men  erf 
Lamashire  are  in  favour  of  it ;  and  every 
trailes  union  in  Lancashire  but  one^  the 
weavers,  is  in  favour  of  it. 


:\lH.  GEOKGE  WHITELEY  ;  And  that 
union  is  the  only  one  which  has  half- 
timers. 

*MrL  YOXALL:  What  ab.mt  the 
Spinners'  Union  I  The  Trades  Union 
Congress  for  years  have  been  ;tsking  for 
the  alxjlition  of  the  half-time  system  alto- 
gether. Every  mend)er  of  the  Trades 
lJui<ai  Council,  except  the  member  or 
meml>ers  who  represents  the  Weavers* 
Union,  is  in  favour  of  this  Bill  ;  but  we  are 
told  by  the  hon.  item  her  opposite,  with  a 
coolness  which  would  have  been  more  suit- 
able  two  days  ago  than  to-day,  that  the  only 
opinion  in  favour  of  this  Bill  is  the  opinion 
of  the  teachers.  It  has  been  suggestetl 
again  arul  again  that  teaehers  have  a 
great  deal  to  gain  liy  the  Bill  As  a 
fact,  the  teachers  and  the  school  managers 
and  the  school  boards  will  lose  pecuniarily 
by  the  passing  of  this  Bill,  beaiuse  the 
schtxjl  attendance  for  half-time  counts  for 
the  purposes  of  grants  as  an  attendance  and 
adialf,  AlKilish  the  half-timers  and  you 
reduce  the  grant  to  the  school,  and  the 
pecuniary  incentive  of  the  school  managers 
and  teachers  will  be  diminished.  1  re- 
pudiate in  the  name  of  the  teachers  the 
insinuation  that  they  have  any  privato 
motive  for  pushing  forward  this  measure* 
But  one  eorrect  statement  has  been  made 
by  the  hon,  Member  for  Stockport, 
and  that  was  that  the  teachers  are 
not     ao    satisfied    with     the    Bill     now 


of  Lancashire  that  the   putdie  opinion  of  '  as  wheii  it  was  intrtxluced.     I  regret  that 


Lancashire  was  against  it,  and  that  there 
was  no  public  upinion  in  favour  of  it.  A 
more  inaccurate  statement  was  never 
made  in  this  House,  and  that  is  saying  a 
good  deaL  The  outline  of  the  pT'o[wsal 
on  which  this  Bill  was  Iwised  was  drawn 
first    of    all    by    the    respected    ^lend^er 

Mr.  Tomlhimn, 


it  was  ever  necessary  to  have  any  compro- 
mise in  this  BilL  If  the  Goverrmient  hud 
done  their  duty,  and  had  l>een  consistent 
with  their  former  proposals^  anrl  shown 
the  least  courage  in  this  House,  they 
woulil  have  said,  *'This  is  a  Bill  which 
carries  out  the  pledges  given  in  our  name 


I 


I 

I 

I 

I 


three  years  ago,  and  whicb  must  be  I 
carriotl  in  tbis  form,  and  we  will  give 
facilities  for  its  l>eirig  caiTietl  witlinut  any  - 
compromise."  If  that  bad  Viecn  ilone,  the 
opposition  of  the  L«neai^hire  Menibeis 
would  have  dropped  to  zero,  and  that  of 
the  agricultural  Memberts  would  not  be  , 
couiitt^l  for  mucli  if  the  Goverroiient  had 
been  in  e4irnest ;  Init  owing  to  the  want  of 
courage  on  the  pirt  of  the  CTOvernraeut  it 
has  been  necessary  for  my  hon.  friend  to  I 
introdoce  a  clause  with  regard  to  the  | 
agricultural  schrx>ls  and  agricultural 
children  upon  which  I  look  with  dread 
We  have  the  least  efficient  schools  for 
fai'mers'  sons  and  daughters  of  any 
country  in  Europe,  and  we  have  the  least 
efficient  and  satisfactory  system  of  elemen- 
tary education  for  the  labourersi'  sons  and 
daughters,  and  every  attempt  that  is 
maae  to  improve  the  present  condition  is 
met  with  the  opposition  of  the  farmers, 
the  farmers'  friends,  and  the  farmers' 
spokesmen  in  this  House.  They  opposed 
this  Bill  unless  some  concession  was  made 
to  enable  children  of  eleven  years  of  age 
to  work  on  the  land  four  or  five  montiis 
in  the  year»  and  that  concession  is  given 
provided  that  chiring  the  remainder 
of  the  yeur  the  children  go  to 
fichooL  I  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member  ftir  Preston,  that  before  we 
adopt  this  particular  clause  on  this  point 
we  ought  to  hear  from  the  Governinent 
that  when  this  concession  is  given  they 
will  insist  upon  some  conditions  which 
shall  give  them  some  return.  I  do  not 
say  that  the  compronuse  with  regarti  to 
the  agricultural  schools  ^vill  Iw  liad  ;  on 
the  contniry,  it  may  be  gorxl  under  cer- 
tain conditions,  but  it  depends  entirely  on 
the  administration  of  the  E<iueation 
Department.  Compulsory  erlucation  in 
the  rural  ilistriets  now  is  about  as  in- 
effectual as  it  can  possibly  Im?,  and  unless 
some  condition  is  made  1  fear  that  all  we 
shall  have  done  by  this  Bill  will  be  to 
legalise  what  exists  at  present  very  largely 
—a  certain  amount  of  whole-time  employ- 
ment in  the  agricultural  districts.  Unless 
the  Education  Department  steps  in  and 
insists  that  this  concession  sh.dl  only  be 
made  under  conditions,  I  think  that  the 
object  of  this  Bill  will  be  pervcrte<l,  an<l 
we  shall  have  worse  and  less  regulai* 
school  attendances,  and  compulsory  edu- 
cation will  be  less  effective  tlian  it  is  now 
in  the  agricultural  districts.  It  is  a  great 
danger,  and  can  only  be  averted  by  the 
Education     Department ;    but     if     thi^ 


Government  are  not  deterred  by  tint 
agrienltin^al  membei^s  whosit  behiml  them 
the  concession  may  turn  out  to  be  a  liless- 
ing  in  disguise.  1  apologise  to  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  opposite  for  daring 
to  speak  upon  au  agricultural  <|uestion^ 
but,  nevertheless,  I  will  say  that  the 
attitucle  of  the  faniiei-s  in  opposing 
popular  education  is  the  must  suicidal 
attitude  that  could  be  ax  I  opted.  Better 
education  is  wanted  in  the  agricultural 
districts,  and  I  hope  the  hon,  and  gallant 
Memiier-  and  his  friends  will  endeavour 
to  convince  the  farmers  that  if  they 
obtain  the  services  of  the  children  on  the 
lanrl  for  certain  months  of  the  year,  they 
must,  in  justice  to  the  children,  and  in 
honourable  keeping  of  a  Imrgain,  see  to 
the  best  of  their  ability  lUi\t  the  children 
attend  school  during  the  lest  of  the  yeai*. 
If  there  is  a  Wtter  tone  adopted  in  the 
speeches  of  the  agricultural  Mend^ers  of 
this  House  upon  this  ijuestion,  it  will  go 
far  to  improve  the  chances  of  better 
education  and  to  advance  it.  There  are 
other  countries  besides  this  which  were 
sul>ject  to  agricultural  flepressiiai,  and 
the  people  of  those  countries  escaped  from 
that  depression,  not  by  reducing  and 
arundliiig  education,  Imt  by  increasing  it. 
It  is  the  dulness  of  intellect,  lack  of 
adaptability,  and  want  of  flexibility  on  the 
part  of  the  agricultural  labourer  that  arc  in 
a  great  degree  responsitde  for  the  depres- 
sion. I  Wiis  in  a  small  market  town  in 
educated  France  from  which  ^40,000 
worth  of  eggs  are  exfxirted  to  this 
country  annually,  and  the  landlord  of 
the  hotel  to  whom  I  spoke  siiid  he 
always  understood  that  tlie  English  were 
a  practical  people  ;  but  that  nuist  be  a 
mistake,  because  nothing  wils  easier  than 
to  pnxluce  eggs  for  the  market.  Again, 
in  Denmark,  with  the  dairy  proiluce 
which  is  exporte<l  to  this  country.  That 
immense  exportation  is  due  to  the  better 
education  of  the  people  in  that  coimtry 
and  to  nothing  else.  They  attend  not  only 
primary  but  secimdary  schools,  and  many 
of  them  even  agricultural  colleges,  and  if 
w^e  h*id  l>etter  education  in  this  country 
agriculture  would  revive  in  a  like  manner. 

Major  EASCH  (Essex,  S.R):  The 
hon.  Gentleman  need  not  apologise  for 
speaking  on  agricultural  matters  because 
he  is  not  a  fanner,  any  moie  than  1  need 
apologise  for  speaking  ufxui  this  BUI 
beciiuse  I  am  not  a  schoolmaster.  He  is 
as   perfectly   qualified   to  speak   on   this 
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muttor  aa  on  others.     All  that  I  wish  to  \  tricts,  I  congratulate  mr  hoxu  am*  learned  | 

say  is  that   I   hope   the   House  will  not  I  friend  on  u^hat  he  has  done.      He  seciovi, 

8up|x>rt  the  hoiL    Member  tor  St.  Helens    at  any  rati%  thai  the  children  shall  reniAiu 

in  his  motif >n  for  the  rejection  of  this  BilL  !  continuously  at  school  for    six  or   eight 

Peraonallyt  I  opposed  the  Bill  in  its  first  \  months,  bcrtween  the  ages  of   1 1   and  13, 

stages,    but  I  am  now  exceedingly  glad 

that  it  has  got  to   its   present   position. 

^Ve    know     perfectly     well     we     have 

obstructed  this  Bill     It  was  first  possible 

we  might  haye  defeated  it,  hut  then  we 

should     have    got    a   very   much   worse 

meiisure  forced   down   our   throats   next 

year.     This  is  a  very  serrous  matter  for 

the  agricultural  interest,  and  we  have  to 

make  the  hest  of  it.     I  vvish  to  thank  the 

hon,    and    learned    Member   for    So  nth 

Shields  for  having  favoumbly  considered 

the  very  reasonalile  proposals  which  we 

maiJe  to  him  some  weeks  ago.     I  am  glad 

he   thought   fit   to    urge   the    House    to 

temptT  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb,  and  I 

congi'iitulate  him  on  the  progress  he  has 

made  witli  the  Bill. 


*Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH  {Fbntshire): 
I  also  congratulate  my  lion,  friend  on 
having  reached  this  stage  of  the  Bill,  for 
I  believe  twi  measure  has  ever  jwissetl  this 
House  with  a  more  unanimous  body 
of  public  opinion  behind  it.  I  have 
always  been  in  favour  of  it,  and  have  not 
the  slightest  fear  of  it ;  on  the  contrary, 
I  belie\  c  it  will  do  a  great  deal  of  goixL 
One  hoo.  Mrnd>er  has  declared  that  there 
13  no  body  of  vvorking-ehiss  opinion  in 
favour  of  this  Bill.  But  I  formerly  col- 
lected the  opinion.?  of  the  trade  unions 
cif  this  country  on  a  proposed  much  more 
advanced,  by  a  Bill  to  extend  the  school 
age  to  14,  with  certain  exemptions;  and 
nine  -  tenths  were  in  favour  of  the 
proposition  to  not  merely  extend  the  age 
for  day  attendance,  but  to  make  atterid- 
5ince  at  inght  schools  compulsory  up  to 
the  age  of  15.  The  hon.  Member  for  8t. 
Helens  argued  that  knowledge  acquired 
vX  schtHil  was  cpuckly  forgotten.  Of 
iiourse,  everyone  knows  that  a  system  of 


cramraing  a  child   up  to  the  age  of  12 

years,  followed  by  a  total  absence  from  !  been      better    pleased      if      they 

school    afterwards,  is  calculated  to  have  \  themselves    passetl    this    Bill,    and 

«uch     results:    and      what      we     want/ 

to  do  is  to  persuade  the  people  of  this  j  credit  of  redeeming  what  was  almost  a 

country^    of    the    essential    fact  that  the  I  national    obligation.      I  eongrntulate  the 


and  that  the  exemption  shall  onk 
apply  during  the  period  at  which  chili 
labour  is  useful  in  the  fields.  We  want  w 
keep  the  ehildren  in  the  rural  districts,  ami 
it  is  good  for  their  health  that  in  the  summer  ' 
time  they  should  be  engaged  in  easy  work 
in  the  fields.  I  certtiinly  see  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  follow  the  example 
of  Prussia,  Switzerland,  and  other 
countries,  and,  while  alltjwing  exemption 
during  the  summer  months^  keep  the 
education  going  in  the  winter  until  even 
H  or  15  is  reached.  It  is  because  thut 
system  is  adopted  in  other  countries  that 
they  are  running  us  so  hard  in  coia- 
mercial  competition. 

♦Mr.  HOBHOUSE  (Somerset,  R): 
Complaint  has  Wen  made  that  so  few 
voices  have  been  raised  in  support  of  this 
Bill,  hut  I  am  sure  it  is  finly  owing  to  the 
^^\igencies  of  time  that  many  other  Af em- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  House  as  well  as 
on  the  other  have  not  spoken  in  favour 
of  the  measure.  As  far  as  its  factory  pro- 
visions cxtenrl,  there  is  one  simple  and 
suthcent  justification  for  it.  It  is  that 
no  less  than  nine  years  ago,  that  this 
nation,  in  common  with  other  Eiiropetui 
nations,  pledged  itself  to  this  very  im- 
pcjrtant  alteration  in  the  sUitus  of  chil- 
drcn.  [An  hoti.  Member,  ^^No."]  Well,  at 
any  rate  the  British  delegates  at  the 
Berlin  Conference  concurred  in  the  reso- 
lution which  was  passed  declaring  the 
desirahility  of  the  chiuige,  and  they  did 
that  with  the  consent  of  the  Government  of 
the  day,  at  the  head  of  w^hich  was  the 
present  Prime  Minister.  T  venture  to 
think  that  nnrler  these  circumstances  Jt 
would  nnt  have  been  surprising  if  the 
present  (Tovernment  \\su\  exteufled  to  this 
Bill  a  still  more  benevolent  attitude  than 
they      have      done.       I      should     ha\*e 

bad 

not 

left  it  to  a  private  McmlHT  to  gain  the 


I 


child's  mind  is  liest  fomiefl  between  the 
ages  of  12  and  15.  What  we  want  is 
regular  attendance  at  evening  schools  for 
at  least  two  years  after  leaving  the  day- 
school,  and  until  we  get  thai  our  educa- 
tion will  remain  a  failure.  With  regard 
to    the    children     in     agricultural     dis- 


hon.  and  learned  Memlier  on  the  ability 
ho  has  shown  in  piloting  the  Bill  through 
the  House  of  Commons.  I  feel  sure  that 
the  national  conscience  thmughout  the 
greater  part  of  England  revolts  at  seeing 
our  children  of  tender  years  obliged  to 
work   in  factories.     With  reg;ird  to   tho 
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agricultural  clauses,  I  confess  I  Ujok  upon 
them  as  a  great  experiment,  which  is  well 
worth  trying,  and  I  truat  they  will 
prove  beneticial  alike  to  employers, 
teachers,  and  children,  Olijection  has 
I  teen  taken  to  prolonging  what  has  been 
deacrilied  a-s  the  mechanical  and  un- 
practical   system    of     teaching    in    our 


timers.  I  would  not  like  to  say  that  getting 
up  in  the  morning  at  half-past  five,  as  chiE 
dren,  hurrying  off  in  the  cold  to  the  mill, 
stayi.igan  a  heated  atmosphere,  arid  coming 
out  into  the  cold  air  again  are  the  only 
elements  alTecting  the  health  of  the  people. 
I  believe  that  early  niarriageg  and  hard 
work  afieet  their  stature.     As    my   hon. 


schools.     I  earnestly  hope  that  the  Ivlo- ,  friend  the  Member  for  Stockport  hjis  said 
cation    Department    will,    now    tbat   this    that  the  health  Question  is  of  no  value,  I 

*i        111  '     1     -  1      -._    ,..:ii     ..:4.„    *L„     ,.,■..-..     -t    i\..     ^r*   _r 


considerable  change  is  Ixnng  made  in  our 
educational  system,  take  in  to  consideration , 
eapoeially  as  regards  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts, the  desiralnlity  of  making  the 
education  less  unpractical,  and  giving  it  a 
more  direct  and  usufnl  l>earing  on  our 
industrial  life. 

^Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,    N.) : 


cite  the  opinion  of  \>\\  Torrop,  of 
Heywood,  who  prolmbly  lias  among  his 
diKntllc  many  factory  workera.  He 
says  : 

"  I  have  no  hesitation  whatever  in  reiterating 
the  opinion  tliat  witliout  a  f*had>w  <»r  doubt 
fjM'tury  ILti*  is  iiijuiKms  lo  liea  th.  As  I  have 
put  it  befort!  !^o  I  will  [Mit  vt  ny^inn.  The 
promising  children  of  U)  iJt';^'i  iiicralo  mlo  the 
lenn  and  sallow  yi>nnjr    p<*i-Hori>4   of   1,^,  and  ho 


Not  only  is  my  name  on  the  Imck   of  the  i  the  i>rt>ces»  contimies  as  they  tn^ow  older  until 
Bill,    but   for  several   years    past   I  have 


always  taken  the  opportunity  at  public 
meetings  in  my  constituency  to  urge 
upon  Lancashire  the  desirability  of 
curtailing  the  work  of  children  and 
enabling  them  to  remain  longer  at  school. 
The  arguments  which  occur  to  me  mi  this 
subject  are  connected  with  the  health  and 
the  education  of  the  children,  and  with 
tlie  foreign  ctimpetition  which  the  indus- 
tries of  this  country  will  have  to  meet.  I 
have  reccivefl  several  petitions  and  many 
letters  in  favour  of  this  Bill,  but  up  to 
the  present  1  have  not  received  a  single 
line  in  condemnation  of  it.  Being  a  Lan- 
cashire Mem  her,  and  Manchester  being 
practically  the  home  of  the  I^ncashire 
mdufitries,  1  think  it  very  proliable  that 
some  of  the  manufacturers  who  arc  repre- 
sented by  the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport 
would  have  addresscfl  a  woitl  of  warning 
to  me  if  they  hail  any  objection  to  the 
BilL  The  tjucstion  of  health  seems  to 
me  to  deserve  important  consideration, 
and  1  think  anybo<ly  who  knows  the 
Lm  cash  ire  population  must  feel  that  it 
would  be  desirable  if  their  physical  con- 
ditions could  be  improved.  An  hon. 
Member  has  sent  to  Members  of  the 
House  photographs  of  workers  in  Lanca- 
shire, anrl  1  think  those  |>hotographs 
make  out  a  case  for  the  Bill  in  a  most 
unmistakable  manner.  Lately  a  lady,  the 
wife  of  the  Agent-General  of  hew  Zealand, 
was  in  Manchester,  and  attenrled  a  public 
meeting,  and  she  remarked  to  me  upon 
the  numlwr  of  lads  who  attended  the 
in«'eting.  I  tohl  her  that  they  were  not 
lads,  bnt  were  fathers  of  families  who  had 
been  subjected  to  the  coiiditiouB  of  half- 


a  whole  population  l>ecouieH  Hlunted,  and  tlinn 
the  conditions  of  Ufe  in  tlu-  fac-tory  lieeoine  a 
real  sonroe  of  danger  to  En^^land's  future/' 

These  conditions,  however,  do  not  exist 
only  in  Lancashire,  They  exist  also  iji 
ScotlatMb  and  in  many  other  parts  of  Eng- 
land.  Her  Majesty's  Chief  Inspector  of 
Factories,  reporting  upon  work  in  the 
Dundee    jute  works,    said : 

**1  do  not  think  the  deaKlence  ofcliihi  la  I  ion  r 
i.*^  to  be  ileploied  as  far  an  tli<*  jute  industry  in 
eonccnied.  If  a  jute  >i|iinner  work^  liard'tlie 
little  tihiftcr  wcirki*  harder,  iHxeii  have  I 
watchetl  th«^  latter  eonthniouHly  at  work  for 
long  f?  pel  If*,  nishin^^  from  one  niiidiine  to 
iiholher,  perspiring  eopioiisly  in  the  stifling 
hcyit.  Ah  I  Haid  in  my  hist  year's  re[>ort,  the 
tyjiical  l>undee  balf  timer  if*  Wruewhat  under- 
Ai^a\  and  decidedly  thin,  Thwe  little  creatures* 
are  iliminutive  when  they  ennnai*nfo  work  at 
U  yeari^  of  age,  ami  tho  rircnnistanres  under 
which  the  majoritv  of  them  laliour  are  nuHi 
that  iHHiily  gro^vtli  i^  certainly  nt)t  encouragetl 
or  fostereil  thereby."' 

With  regard  to  the  educational  aspect  of 
this  question,  I  share  the  opinion  that 
there  is  need  for  much  impruvement  in 
our  educational  system,  I  am  glad  to 
see  that  the  schoolmaster  is  abroad,  and 
that  he  is  specially  alirtxnl  with  reference 
to  the  education  of  the  children.  Mr. 
Bridges,  of  Oldham,  win*  has  lieen  quoted 
before,  said  that  of  300  boys  who  had 
taken  scholarships  in  Oldham,  only 
40  were  half-timei's,  at  id  that  it  woidd 
lie  hopelessly  cruel  to  put  them  in 
competition  with  children  who  spent 
the  whole  day  in  sch«Md.  A  good  deal 
has  been  said  aliout  widows  having 
to  sulfer  by  se ruling  their  children  to 
school  ami  losing  the  8upp<:)rt  they  might 
otherwise  bring  them.     So  far  as  my  ex- 
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perience  goes,  I  am  convinced  that  if  there 
18  one  person  who  will  not  suffer  her 
children  to  hiive  any  (h'uwljiuk  u  it  her  in 
education  or  in  general  well-being,  it  is  a 
widow  with  young  chddren.  In  some 
districts  of  Lancashire  the  people  hiwl 
lately  beei^  enjoying  a  holiday,  and  in 
Oldham  the  bankers  hafi  to  make  sficcial 
arrangements  to  piiy  out  from  £40,000  to 
£50,000  or  more,  in  c^mh,  to  the  employees 
in  the  town  to  enable  them  to  go  to  the 
seaside  for  their  arniual  week's  holiday  at 
that  acfison.  NobcKly  objects  to  that, 
but  rather  rejoices  that  the  wages  in 
Lancashire  are  so  gootl  as  to  cTial>le  the 
people  to  pot  aside  and  draw  out  so 
large  a  sum.  It  is,  however,  rather  as- 
tonishing that  from  those  districts  where 
large  sums  can  be  save^l  there  should 
come  Complaints  that  the  happiness  of 
the  home  is  going  to  be  wrecked  be- 
cause two  or  three  shillings  per  week  are 
going  to  be  dropped  in  .some  cases  by 
curtailing  the  half  time  system.  Mr. 
Mawdsley,  who  represents  as  fully  as 
anybody  the  general  opinion  of  the 
cotton  operatives  of  Lancashire,  says 
he  has  lived  in  Lancashire  and 
has  watched  the  jjhyiiical  coiulition  of 
the  pooj>le  tofi  long  to  allow  any  child  of 
his  to  become  a  half-timer*  In  regard  to 
the  argument  that  a  certain  dexterity  in 
manipulating  yarns  is  acquired  by  the 
children  when  they  are  young,  I  may  re- 
mind the  House  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bolton  rejected  the  argument  witli 
scorn,  antl  I  believe  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bury  takes'  the  same  line.  But  I  am 
going  to  cite  the  opinion  of  three  gentle- 
men who  are  more  i[ualitied  to  express  an 
opinion  than  they  are.  These  gentlemen 
are  Mr.  Allan  Gee,  general  secretary  of 
the  weavers  and  the  textile  workers  ;  Mr. 
Ben  Turner,  general  organiser  of  the 
weavers ;  and  Mr,  Drew,  president  of  the 
Bradford  textile  operati\es.  Mr.  Gee 
says  there  is  nothing  in  the  argument 
that  it  is  necessary  for  children  to  go  to 
work  at  the  present  age  so  as  to  acquire 
dexterity,  Mr.  Drew  characterises  it  as  a 
fairy  tale,  and  Mr.  Turner  says  it  m  non- 
sense. Having  regard  to  the  great 
competition  and  strtiggle  with  other 
nations  that  lie  before  us,  I  ask  the 
House  to  take  this  small  step,  which  not 
only  will  fulfil  the  pletlge  given  at  the 
Berlin  Congress,  but  will  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  nation  at  large.  It  is  said 
that  half-time  is  dying.  I  say  **  Let  it 
die/*  and  if  we  can  accelerate  the  |>ace  by 

Mr.  Schmmn, 


passing  this  Bill  I  think  that  is  a  f»ii- 
sunmiation  devoutly  to  be  wished.  I 
wnll  conclude  by  quoting  wonJs  which 
the  light  hon.  Gentleman  the  Vjre- 
IVcsident  of  the  Council  uaeci  at  Berlin 
when  pledging  Great  Britain  to  raise  the 
age: 

"We  liave  conliilont  liojies  that  miUlon^  of 
men,  women,  and  chiliiren  will  ilerive  fmru  it 
a  better  future  atnt  an  e^Lsier  life,  and  UiAl 
generations  to  come  \S' ill  lx»  richer,  stronger, 
anil  more  virtuous,  owin<r  to  tlie  effects  of  lh» 
proviwionK  of  w!iieii  the  Conference  has  laid 
aown  the  first  outline." 

I  helieve  this  Bill  incorporates,  aJthouzlt 
only  to  a  small  extent,  what  the  rigbt 
hon.  Gentleman  pronused  on  that  cx:€S' 
sion,  and  I  hope  that  if  the  Bill  goes  to 
a  Division  it  will  be  ciirrierl  hy  a  large 
majority. 

Mr.  J.  H.  JOHNSTONE  (Sussex,  Hoi^ 
ham) :  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
who  has  charge  of  this  Bill  is  to  l>e  oon- 
gratulated  upon  the  good  fortune  which 
has  attended  his  efforts  -he  is  to  be  con- 
gratulated  upon  his  suece8.s  at  the  baIlot» 
he  is  to  he  uoTigratulated  upon  the  skill 
and  tact  v\  ith  which  he  has  carried  the 
Bill  through  its  various  stages,  including 
the  l^^poit  stage  the  other  m'ght,  and  he 
is  to  be  congratulated  upon  having  resisted 
the  temptation  to  attempt  to  revise  the 
Fa<jtory  Acts,  and  remodel  entirely  our 
educational  system,  I  think  he  has  exer 
eised  a  very  wise  dit^crelion  in  dealing 
\Wth  oiie  particular  part  of  this  important 
subject,  and  I  think  I  may  congratulate 
him^  too--  and  that  was  the  object  of  my 
rising  this  afternoon— upon  the  Amend- 
ment which  wiuj  intrcHluced  into  the  Bill 
in  the  course  of  its  progress  through  the 
House.  I  do  not  see  any  reasou  to  deplore 
the  introduction  of  tlmt  Amendment.  It 
may  have  been  due  to  some  lack  of  mond 
courage  on  the  jmrt  of  the  ilovernment  of 
the  day — of  that  1  know  nothittg  ;  but  for 
my  part  1  regard  this  Amendment  as  a 
most  useful  and  valuable  concession  to  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  country. 
It  may  not  atfcct  a  large  niunber  of 
children  to  raise  the  educational  age  from 
eleven  to  twelve,  bec*iuse  1  fancy  there 
are  few  school  authorities  in  the  country 
where  the  age  limit  is  a^  low  as  eleven  ; 
but  I  am  convinced  of  this,  that  the 
Amendment,  which  gives  |>ower  to  the 
school  authorities  to  allow  chihlren  em- 
ploy ed  in  agriculture  to  beeome  practi- 
cally half-timers,  is  one  winch  will  be  of 
great    service    in    itgricultural    districts. 
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Tbe  difficulty  at  the  present  time  in  our 
agricultural  (Hatricts  is  the  difficulty  of 
findint^  litlwjiir— it  is  an  anxiety  now  ;  in 
a  very  shurt  time  it  will  V»©  a  very  serious 
difficulty  indeed — Ixscatme  the  moment  a 
child  hits  left  school,  the  moment  a  Imy 
has  completed  what  I  may  aill  his  statu- 
tory education,  he  goes  down  to  the 
station  and  liecomes  a  Imoking  clerk,  a 
ticket  collector,  ur  a  tf^legmph  hoy,  or^  at 
all  events,  he  does  not  go  on  the  land. 
His  first  ol*ject  is  to  get  away  as  ffist  cis 
he  Ciin»  and  the  result  is  thai  we  have  no 
young  men  coming  on  to  take  the  place 
of  the  agnculttirat  labourefB  who  are 
passing   away ;    no    voung    men    in    the 


reply  to  the  remark  of  the  hon.  xMend>er 
for  Stockport,  that  no  response  luis  Ik^cii 
made  to  the  arguments  which  he  hronght 
forw^ard  at  a  previoua  stage  of  this  Bill. 
On  that  oeeaaitjn  hon.  Mem  hers  in  favinu- 
of  the  Bill  imposed  upon  tliemst*Ivea  a  self- 
denying  oitlinance,  beeause  they  wanted 
to  insure  the  passage  of  the  measnre, 
and  their  silence  was  in  no  way  due 
to  any  lack  of  arguments.  As  one 
who  has  Ifcen  for  many  years  an 
employer  of  short-timers,  and  haus  watered 
the  system  with  some  care,  I  feel  that  even 
I  may  have  something  to  say  worthy  of 
the  hon.  Member's  notice.  There  seems 
to  bi!  an  impression    in  this  House,  and 


country  who  cai'e  to  learn  the  trade  of  an    eertainly  in   the  press,  that  this  Bill  has 

agricultural  lalHnn  er     l>ecause  that  trade 

does  rci|uire  ii  certain  amount  of  skill  -   , 

and  the   rcj^ult   is  that   farmers  are   not 

able  tr>  ofl\;r  such  good   wages   as   they 

could    gi\e     to     men     who    thoroughly 

understand    their    business.      It    is    my 

belief     that     if     the     young     men     in 

the  country  were  Uy  turn  tiieir  minds  a 

little;  more-  to  learning  the  trrnle  hy  which 

their  fathers  lived  and  l>ec<ime  strong  and 

healthy  and  huppy  men,  they  would  make 

themselves  ahlc  to  earn  wages  far  beyond 

anything    that    they    can   earn    at    the 

£  resent  tinu*.  If  we  are  to  keep  strong, 
ealthy,  and  industrious  men  on  the  hind, 
wo  must  he  prepired  to  offer  them  more 
advantages  than  wc  give  them  at  the 
prasent  time,  and  I  believe  they  would 
undoubtedly  1x3  able  to  command  better 
wages  if  iJi  their  youth  they  were  tiiught 
the  tnule  or  profession  of  agriculture  in  a 
practical  way.  Ftir  that  reason  1  nujst 
heart! 1 3'  support  this  Bill,  because  in  rural 
distncts  the  young  children  will  have  a 
chance  durii>g  several  months  of  the  year 
of  k'.trning  the  trade  of  an  iigricnltund 
lalKJurer^  so  that  when  they  come  to  the 
age  of  13  and  IcJive  school,  they  will  be 
fitted  to  tiike  their  places  on  the  farm^ 
and  be  ahlc  to  command  wages  which 
will  eonipjire  favourably  with  what  they 
could  (^trn  in  other  occupations,  and  thus 
Ihey  will  not  have  the  same  indueenniit 
or  the  same  temptation  to  go  away  fiT>m 
the  l:in<l  !us  thi'V  have  at  the  present  time. 
The  R'sult  will  be  that  we  shall  keep  a 
good  class  of  men  on  the  land,  and  we  shidl 
see  the  houses  in  our  villages  filled 
with  a  prosperons,  contented,  and  wage- 
earning  [>easantry. 


Mk.  H a RWOOD  (Lancashire,  liolton) : 
1   pmpose   to   say  one  or  two  words  in 

VOU  LXXIL    [FouuTii  Series.] 


Ijcen  fcH ced  upon  Ijaneashire,  but  I  venture 
to  say  that  that  is  a  total  misiipfji'ehension* 
I  think  the  hon.  Memlier  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  will  not  object  to  my  sayirjg  that  it 
was  generated  in  l^ancashire,  and  htwl  the 
fortunes  of  the  ballot  not  declared  other- 
wn'se,  it  wouhl  ha\  e  l>een  intrwluced  by  a 
Lancashire  Mendjer,  While  we  have 
to  l>e  thankful  that  it  ha^s  s 'cured 
such  an  excellent  pilot  as  the  hoiu 
Member  for  South  Shields,  we  do 
not  wish  it  to  bo  forgotten  that  the 
main  lines  of  the  ship  were  laid  down  in 
tbe  County  Palatine.  Much  has  heeii 
said  about  the  feeling  of  LancLishire 
on  the  snbjeet.  Although  we  havH^  been 
brought  into  constant  contact  with  large 
nundters  <jf  men  who  employ  half-tinners, 
neither  the  hon.  Member  for  Bury,  who 
lias  taken  so  much  interest  in  the  Bill, 
nor  myself  have  ever  heard  a  W(jrd  of 
protest,  either  in  public  or  private,  against 
the  proposed  change.  1  am  quite  sure 
that  the  employers  recognise  that  in  the 
natural  course  of  events  it  is  inevital)le, 
and  thiLt  it  ought  to  Imj  accepted  in  a 
spirit  of  true  patriotiam.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Stockport  has  often  trottetl 
out  the  residt  of  the  ballot  among  the 
weavers.  We  have  been  told  that  77,000 
voted  against  the  proposed  change.  They 
are,  however,  oidy  a  comparatively  small 
[lart  of  a  IhkIv,  which  in  its  narrowtrst 
limits  contains  314,000  members.  But 
that  is  not  all.  There  are  between 
500,000  and  600,000,  none  of  whom, 
heyond  the  77,000,  have  protested  against 
the  Bill.  The  spinners,  twj,  arc  con- 
cerned, but  they  liave  mafic  no  protest  at 
all,  either  in  public  or  private.  The  hon. 
MenjJkT  for  Bury  and  I  have  met  repi*e- 
sentative  gatherings  of  trade  unionist 
leader's,  who  have  certainly  made  some 
representations  respecting  the  raising  of 
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the  balf-time  age,  but  tbeir  opposition » 
if  f>p|josition  it  can  be  cuIUhI,  has 
been  of  a  feeble  and  half-hearted 
character.  Many  of  these  gentlenitii 
have  expressed  U)  me  personally  their 
feelings  to  this  effect  :  **The  change  is 
oarrietl,  and  we  shall  adapt  omaelves  to 
It."  But  there  m  another  gauge  that  the 
House  can  apply  to  the  feeling  mth 
regard  to  the  Bilh  and  that  is  the  action 
of  the  operatives  theniselvefi  in  decreasing 
the  number  of  half-timers.  In  18111  the 
number  was    173,000;  in    181*7   it    had 


port  has  asked  for  them.     The  hon.  M«m^ 
ber  for  Stockport   is  a  clever  poIiticiaiinJ 
and  no  donbt  he  asks  this  question  al>outl 
the  e fleets  of  the  half-time  system  because! 
he  knows  it  is  difficult  for  a    Lancashinji 
man  to  answer.     It  is  not  easy  for  Lan- 
cashire Mcndiers  to  tell  the    House  that! 
tbeir  const  it  nents  are  undcrsizeri.      It  is] 
not  wise  for  a  Member  to  run  bis  consli- 
tuents  down  ;  but  wbatc^  er  risk  may  be  in- ' 
volved  I  will  speak  tfie  trath  and  say  openly 
that  in   the  marnifacturing  districts    the 
physique  of  the  people  is  distinctly  below 


sunk   to    110,000,     Some   hon.  Members  !  what   it   ought   to   he  and  what   it 


may,  perhaps,  ask  why,  under  the  cir- 
cuoistanees,  the  system  should  not  be  left 
to  die  a  natural  death.  The  answer 
is  because  there  are  always  peopk* 
actuated  by  motives  not  shared  liy 
the  majonty,  and  there  always  comes 
a  time  when  public  opinion,  suHi- 
ciently  developed,  should  be  backed 
by  law.  The  hon.  Member  for  Stock- 
port has  said  that  no  facts  ba^'e  been 
firnught  for^vard  showing  the  effects  of 
the  half-time  system  to  be  bad.  It  would 
not  become  me,  as  a  millowner,  to  say 
that  mills  are  not  well  ventilated  and 
uthe^^vise  well  an^anged  from  a  sanitaiy 
point  of  View.  Nor  eouhl  I  say  so  with 
truth.  At  the  same  time,  the  funda- 
mental  conditions  nf  theprobltMu  are  such 
tbat  work  in  mills  is  physically  disadvan- 
tageous tM  children,  \\liatare  the  facts  if 
Archdeacon  \\^ilBrm,  of  Rochdale,  who 
was  formerly  head-master  of  Clifton 
School,  has  for  many  yeais,  as  many 
hon.  Members  know,  taken  sta- 
tistics relating  to  the  health  of 
ebilflren,  both  at  schools  and  in  the  crtt- 
toii  mills  ;  aTid  what  are  bis  conclusions  1 
While  up  to  the  age  of  1 1  working-class 
boys  and  midtlle-class  boys  increase  in 
height  anil  weight  on  almost  parallel 
lines,  after  that  age  the  working-class 
boys  fall  oflrclativi'ly  both  in  height  and 
weight.  It  is  not  simpl}^  the  deflection  of 
a  curve,  it  is  a  distinct  sweep ;  and  in 
the  case  of  the  working-class  boys  the 
Archdeacon  calls  it  the  half-time  curve. 
Between  the  ages  of  11  and  13  the 
increase  of  height  and  weight  in  public  i  ploy  children  under  12  years  of  age,  and» 
school  boys  is  doidtle  the  augmentation  in  '  after  observation  of  the  result,  I  have 
working-class  boys.  In  other  w^ords,  at  [  come  to  the  conelusion  that  the  extra 
the  most  importlint  age,  when  the  con-  |  year  for  the  cultivation  of  the  mind  and 
.stitution  is  changing  and  the  faculties  are  |  the  development  of  the  bcHly  enable* 
developing  most  rapidly,  half-time  children  to  learn  mill  work  better  atuf 
children  are  subjected  to  a  system  which  more  quickly.  It  was  siiid  in  a  previous 
diminishes  their  natural  increase  by  half,  I  Delxite  that  fanners  do  not  IxOieve  in 
I  do  not  wish  to  weary  the  House  with  |  ethumtion.  I  t>clicve  that  state  of  mmd 
statistics,  but  the  hon.  ^lember  for  Stock-    has  mueh  to  do  with  tke  wretched  eonrii* 
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other  parts  of  the  country.  I  was  lately 
visited  by  an  Australian  politician,  a 
relative  of  my  own.  I  took  him  round  my 
const itneney,  and  he  said  that  wdiat  struck 
him  most  was  the  small  ness  of  the  people. 
This  gentleman  was  kind  enough  to  add 
that  he  was  also  struck  by  their  intelli- 
ger^t  looks.  The  hon.  Member  for  Stock- 
port has  asked  whether  Lancashire  people 
arc  deficient  in  intelligence.  I  dui-e  not 
say  that  they  are.  Their  natural  superi- 
ority has  perhaps  enabled  them  up  to  the 
present  to  countervail  their  di  sad  van  tagiisv 
but  they  have  not  had  a  fair  chance. 
They  will  l>e  far  fjctter  when  the  half- 
time  system,  vnt\\  its  injury  to  health  and 
education,  is  at  an  end.  It  is  liecoming 
worse  every  year  in  its  effects  on  those 
who,  following  their  parents,  still  clinof  to 
it.  Those  uf  us  who  know  anything  of 
raachineiy  know  that  it  is  run  rouch 
more  ijuickly,  is  more  complicated,  and 
more  extensive  than  it  used  to  l>e,  aiiil 
the  strain  it  places  on  the  faculties  of 
children  is  much  greater  that  it  was  20 
years  ago.  It  has  beeji  said  that  sending 
children  to  the  mill  early  gives  them 
technical  training.  That  is  a  mistake. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  such  train- 
ing has  ceased  to  be  possi1»lo  for 
children  U  years  old,  because  the 
machines  are  so  rapid  and  so  large  that 
nu'llowners  dare  not  put  these  youngsters 
to  anything  but  sweeping  up  and  attend- 
ing generally.  But  there  is  another  thing 
which  I  should  bke  to  tell  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber.    Personally,    I   have    ceased    to  em- 
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tioTi  of  English  agncultiu-e,  What  is 
wanted  on  the  hind  is  Tiot  so  much  money 
fi43  hrains.  A  celebrated  artist,  when  iisked 
what  he  mixed  his  coloura  \nth,  replied, 
"  Brains."  I  believe  if  English  fanning 
were  mixed  with  more  brains,  it  would 
be  more  prosperous.  It  must  begin  by 
the  more  stringent  enforeenient  of 
elementary  education,  and  by  tlie  mtilti- 
plieation  of  teeh ideal  schools  anil  colleges. 
Lancashire,      at      any     rate,      has     di?- 


I 
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timt  the  parents  who  are  now  keeping 
their  ehildreii  at  school  and  away  from 
the  mill  are  begiiming  to  find  out  that 
the  |mretits  who  allow  their  ehildreii  l-o 
do  ha!f4inie  are  hinclering  their  child  re li 
in  their  educatiou  very  considerably. 
This  is  a  point  which  I  have  pressed  on 
my  constituents,  and  it  is  a  very  im- 
{K>rtant  matter  in  the  eonsideration  oi 
this  i|ue8tion.  It  is  unfair  to  the  teachers 
of  these  schools,  because  you  are  asking 


covered     that     intellectual     training     is  » them  to  ilo  an  impossible  thing — to  keep 


gocKl  for  tnide.  The  people  of  that 
county  have  not  continued  this  half-time 
system  liecnuse  they  are  greedy  oi*  hard- 
hearted, but  because  they  Ivave  grown  up 
with  it ;  and  the  state  of  the  Ministerial 
benches  shows  how  Conservative  they  are, 
not  only  in  politics  but  in  other  matters. 
Foreign  competition  is  a  gi'eat  aiid  in- 
creasing difficulty.  If  we  are  to  hold  our 
place  in  the  world  it  must  he  primarily 
by  the  r|uality  of  oui-  work.  That  ♦juality 
depenils  on  the  development  of  the  intelli- 
gence and  the  physical  condition  of  the 
people,  and,  as  a  Lancashire  Abnuber  and 
cotton  spinner,  I  iisk  the  House  to  pass 
the  Bill,  because  in  the  end  it  will  lie  a 
gi'eat  Ijoon  to  the  trade  of  the  country 
and  of  gre^t  advantage  to  the  people. 

Mr.  JAMES  KENYON  (Lancashire, 
Bury) :  I  have  listened  in  the  House  to 
two  or  three  Debates  in  which  several 
experts  on  etlucation  on  lioth  sides  ha\  e 
given  their  opinion,  and  1  have  listened 
to  the  speeches  of  the  Vice-Piesident  of 
the  CouTicil  or  Education,  and  in  almost 
every  speech  the  hur^len  of  eoni plaint  has 
been  that  children  are  taken  away  from 
school  too  early.  The  unsatisfactory 
feature  of  the  work  of  English  educattofi 
is  that  the  children  are  taken  away  fiom 
school  too  soon.  I  am  afraid  that  the 
half  time  system  is  one  of  the  factors  in 
this  matter.  A  child  is  at  work  in  the 
mill  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  atul 


all  the  children  in  a  line,  and  educate 
them  as  children  ought  to  be  educatefh 
This  is  not  a  matter  that  applies  only  tfj 
England.  I  have  received  a  letter  from  a 
friend  in  Germany,  where  the  same 
complaint  prevails,  that  all  the  classes 
in  the  schfjol  are  overcrowded.  What 
must  it  be  in  schools  where  the  classes 
are  not  overcrowded,  where  there  is  a 
ceitain  percentage  of  children  attending 
school  half  the  day  only,  and  hindering 
the  [irogress  of  the  whole  scho<jl  1  My 
hon.  friend  the  Mend>er  for  Stockport 
hiis  had  a  great  innings  in  thi.s  matter  as 
regards  the  number  of  speeches  he  has 
made  as  tri  what  concei'os  Ijancfishire. 
The  hon.  Member  has  again  quoted  the 
tigures  of  the  Ijallot,  but  he  ha^  forgotten 
to  tell  the  Houst*  that  out  of  a  member- 
ship of  H5,000  of  the  Weavers'  Union,  Cli 
per  cent,  would  be  wm posed  of  young 
unmarried  girls.  They  are  not  the 
piirent-j  of  the  half  timers.  1  would  bke 
to  call  the  hon.  Member's  attention  to 
what  the  seeix'tary  of  one  of  the  divisions 
of  the  Northern  Counties  Weavers* 
Union  has  saiil.  He  pointed  out  that  the 
parents  of  these  half-timers  were  mostly 
people  in  go<ni  positions— joijiers,  black- 
smiths, mechanics,  farmers— who  coidd 
Well  afford  to  senrl  their  chiktren  to 
school,  and  had  no  reason  to  send  tbciii 
to  the  mill  for  the  extra  six  months.  I 
wrill  give  a  typical  instance  of  the  condi 
tion  of  some  of  these  parents.  One  has  a 
in  the   afternoon    of    the    same   day    he    family  of  eight  children,  each  of   whom 


is  expected  to  go  to  school  and  learn  his 
lessons.  Under  these  conditions  a  great 
many  children  are  naturally  sleepy^  aofh 
to  put  it  mildly,  are  not  in  a  tit  condition 
to  acquire  the  education  that  is  ottered 
to  them.  But  there  is  also  another  factor 
in  this  question  wdiich  deserves  attention. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Bolton  has  pointed 
out  that  there  are  fiir  fewer  half-timers 
in  this  country  now  than  formerly,  and 
he  quoted  figures  to  establish  his  point. 
He  was    perfectly   right,   and    I    believe 


work 


goes  to  work  a;s  a  half  -  timer. 
T  suppose  when  the  seventh  and  eighth 
child  would  be  going  half-time  to  the  md* 
and  half-time  to  the  school,  probably  the 
incimie  coming  to  that  house  would  Ito 
£300  or  X400  a  year.  This  is  tlie  sort  of 
cai»it^ilist  who  sends  children  to  work 
half-time  in  the  mill  and  half-time  at 
school,  depri\ing  them  of  the  education 
which  they  ought  to  ha^'e  ;  and  the  Eng- 
lish taxpayer*  who  is  providing  a  vast 
amount  of  money  every  year  for  the  cost 
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of  education,  has  a  right  to  see  that  this 
education  is  carried  out  in  the  best 
possible  manner.  The  half-time  system 
is  a  bad  system  as  regards  education,  and 
the  sooner  it  is  entirely  done  away 
with  the  better.  I  can  only  congratulate 
my  hon.  and  learned  friend  on  the  success 
he  has  so  far  achieved  with  the  Bill,  and 
I  hope  that  in  a  few  years  from  this  time,  at 
proper  intervals — because  we  must  not  do 
these  things  too  suddenly  orall  at  once — the 
half-time  system  will  be  abolished  entirely. 

Mr,  DUNCOMBE  rose  in  his  place, 
and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question 
be  now  put " ;  but  Mr.  Speaker  withheld 
his  assent,  and  declined  then  to  put  that 
Question. 

Mr.  JAMES  KENYON :  One  reason 
why  I  have  had  great  pleasure  in  supporting 
this  measure  is  that  I  am  perfectly  certain 
that  10, 15,  or  20  years  hence  you  will  have 
to  have  a  higher  standard  of  education  in 
the  trading  classes  of  this  country.  The 
technical  schools  are  not  doing  that 
)*mount  of  good  they  ought  to  be  doing, 
the  reason  being  that  the  elementary 
education  of  the  children  is  deficient. 
The  whole  complaint  in  my  part  of  the 
country  from  the  technical  schools  is  that 
the  boys  come  to  learn  different  trades,  but 
their  elementary  education  in  reading, 
•writing,  and  arithmetic  has  not  been  pro- 
perly attended  to.  In  this  respect  the 
Bill  of  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  will 
be  a  great  improvement.  It  is  a  modest 
Bill ;  it  only  means  that  the  children  will 
have  to  attend  school  another  six  months 
— surely  not  a  very  terrible  departure. 
I  am  confident  that  if  the  House  of 
Commons  passes  this  Bill  it  will  do  a  very 
great  benefit  indeed,  not  only  to  Lanca- 
shire but  to  the  whole  of  the  trading 
classes  of  this  country.  There  has 
been  some  talk  about  the  children 
not  being  able  to  learn  their  trade 
so  well  at  the  later  age,  and  not 
being  so  amenable  to  discipline  and 
instruction.  I  can  only  say  that  the 
experience  of  a  number  of  friends  of  mine 
is  that  the  boys  will  learn  their  trade  just 
as  well  at  1 2  as  at  11.  The  older  children, 
as  a  rule,  are  much  more  likely  to  make 
less  waste  with  the  work  than  when  they 
begin  to  learn  the  different  processes  at 
the  earlier  age.  I  think  that  that  argu- 
ment is  really  worth  very  Httle  indeed. 
The  rest  which  the  children  will  get  in 
the  morning  will  help  them  in  their 
education,  and  the  raising  of  the  standard 
of  education  will  do  an  immense  amount  of 

Mr,  Janies  Kenyan, 


good  to  the  technical  schools  of  the  country 
by  sending  the  boys  to  them  better  taught 
elementanly,  while  the  passage  of  the  Bill 
through  this  House,  and  I  hope  through 
another  place,  will  be  a  very  great  benefit, 
not  only  to  Lancashire,  but  to  the  whole 
of  this  kingdom. 

Mr.  MADDISON  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side):  I  am  sure  the  speeches  we  have 
heard  from  the  hon.  Member  for  Bolton 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Bury  have  given 
great  encouragement  to  those  of  us  who 
see  in  the  development  of  our  educational 
system  the  real  hope  of  the  future  pros- 
perity of  our  country.  During  this 
Debate  we  have  heard  a  great  deal  about 
the  attitude  of  the  trades  unions  on  this 
question  of  half-time.  It  is  a  fact  that 
trades  unions  immediately  interested  in 
textile  work  have,  so  far  as  oflTicial  votes 
are  concerned,  gone  against  this  Bill. 
But  the  hon.  Member  for  Bolton  ex- 
pressed the  feeling  which  I  believe  exists 
in  the  minds  of  all  the  textile  leaders — 
viz.,  that  in  their  heart  of  hearts  they 
welcomed  this  Bill,  although  they  knew 
that  through  the  half-time  system,  through 
lack  of  education,  through  this  hereditary 
system  growing  up  from  father  to  son,  it 
was  very  difficult  indeed  for  them  to  put 
before  their  members  in  such  a  way  as  to 
convince  them  a  question  which  affected 
the  weekly  revenue  of  their  families.  The 
best  evidence  you  have  that  there  was 
no  heart  in  this  opposition  was  found  in 
the  small  number  of  men  who  came  into 
the  lobby  during  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  later  stages  of  this  Bill.  Nobody 
knows  better  how  to  "lobby"  than  the 
trades  union  leaders  of  Lancashire,  and 
the  mere  fact  that  very  few  came  here  is 
in  itself  very  good  evidence,  of  what 
their  real  opinion  was.  The  trades 
unionists  are  constantly  being  told  by  em- 
ployers that  we  are  driving  away  trade 
from  this  country,  and  we  in  our  way  have 
tried  to  persuade  and  convince  the  work- 
men of  the  country  that  if  they  are  to 
hold  their  own  in  the  markets  of  the 
world  they  must  give  of  their  very  best — 
that  this  is  no  mere  capitalist  plea,  but 
that  it  is  the  bedrock  of  the  industrial 
situation — that  you  must  have  an.  educated 
class  of  workmen,  that  you  must  have 
men  who  are  not  merely  physically  strong, 
but  that  they  must  be  mentally  vigorous 
as  well.  What  do  we  see  ?  Here  is  a 
Bill  which  is  as  modest  as  any  Bill  of  the 
kind  could  well  be.  It  has  to  depend 
upon  the  fortune  of  the  ballot ;  when  the 
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Second  Reading  was  moved  it  was  carried 
by  an  enormous  majority,  a  decision  which 
was  come  to  without  any  guidance  from 
the  Leader  of  the  House  or  from  the 
Government  as  such  ;  it  goes  through  its 
later  stages,  and  we  do  not  receive  the 
slightest  help  from  the  Ministry — — 

Several      Hon.      Members  :     The 
Vice-President  ! 

Mr.  MADDISON  :  I  was  about  to  say 
so,  if  you  will  allow  me  to  finish  the  sen- 
tence. We  have  had  no  support  from  the 
Leader  of  the  House,  and  the  only  leading 
— and  that  has  not  been  a  very  extended 
one — was  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Council.  What 
I  feel,  and  what  the  country  feels,  is  that 
this,  the  most  important  Bill  of  the 
session  as  I  believe  it  to  be,  has  not  re- 
ceived, with  that  one  exception,  anything 
like  the  support  that  it  ought  to  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Government.  I  do  not  wish 
to  continue  this  Debate  at  any  length.  I 
can  only  join  with  the  hon.  MemberforNot- 
tingham  in  his  fears  about  the  agricultural 
Amendment  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  had  to  accept  really  as  the  price 
of  his  Bill.  I  do  think  that  is  an 
object  lesson — that  in  the  closing  year  of 
this  century  it  should  be  necessary,  in 
order  to  get  a  modest  Bill  of  this  sort 
through  this  House,  for  the  promoter  of  it 
to  make  a  compromise  which  at  any 
rate  the  agricultural  Members  regarded 
as  of  such  importance  from  their  point  of 
view  that  they  withdrew  their  opposition. 
As  their  point  of  view  is  clearly  not  the  point 
of  view  of  the  Bill  itself,  I  cannot  help 
feeling  that  there  is  some  danger  in  it, 
and  that  danger  is  increased  because  there 
has  been  no  response  to  the  appeal  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Nottingham  on  the  part 
of  the  Vice-President  of  the  Council.  He 
speaks  with  authority  as  an  educational 
expert,  and  he  has  told  the  House 
that  if  the  Education  Department 
takes  certain  steps  this  Amend- 
ment may  become  not  so  dangerous, 
and  he  rightly  asks  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Council  to  give  the  House  some 
sort  of  assurance  in  that  direction.  The 
Vice-President  has  not  done  so. 
Personally,  I  am  quite  confident  that 
so  far  as  his  influence  is  concerned 
he  will  do  all  that  be  possibly  can  in  this 
direction,  but  we  know  that  his  influence 
is  not  always  predominant,  and  that  his 
policy  does  not  always  stamp  the 
Education  Department.     I  listenea  with 


positive  pain  to  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  St.  Helens,  who  told  us, 
using  that  semi-pious  language  which 
generally  accompanies  the  worst  form  of 
reaction,  that  Providence  had  destined  the 
great  mass  of  working  people  to  go  and 
work  for  their  daily  bread,  and  that  there- 
fore we  ought  to  facilitate  the  time  when 
the  children  could  earn  something  for  their 
parents.  But  has  education  no  other 
value  than  that  of  wages  ?  It  is  this  low 
conception  of  education,  this  mistaken 
notion  of  education,  which  is  playing 
such  mischief  in  our  midst.  When  the 
nation  realises  that  education  is  a  national 
asset,  when  it  understands  that  in  our 
schools  and  by  our  school  teachers  we  have 
the  real  making  of  the  England  of  the  future, 
it  will  not  grudge,  as  it  now  does,  almost 
every  penny  that  is  spent  upon  education, 
it  will  not  grudge  the  child  another  year 
out  of  the  factory ;  but  it  will  realise  that 
in  the  making  of  brain,  and  in  the  giving 
of  opportunity  for  muscles  to  be  developed 
by  play  at  the  age  when  nature  intended 
they  should  be,  you  are  bringing  up  an 
intellectually  and  physically  strong  man- 
hood, which  in  the  severe  years  which 
face  England  will  enable  us  to  hold  our 
own.  But  to  have  elaborate  apologies  for 
ignorance  from  one  or  two  Members 
opposite  is  really  deplorable.  The  almost 
absurd  argument  that  this  Bill  would  pre- 
vent young  children  from  learning  their 
trade  has  been  entirely  disposed  of  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bolton.  I  believe  as 
firmly  as  any  man  in  this  Hpuse  can  in  the 
proper  apprenticeship  of  children,  but  if 
that  apprenticeship  is  to  be  worth  any- 
thing at  all  there  must  be  years  of  careful 
preparation,  and  I  stand  up  and  repudiate 
with  all  the  strength  of  which  I  am 
capable  the  unwarranted  attack  upon  the 
National  Union  of  Teachers  with  respect 
to  this  agitation  and  with  respect  to 
this  Bill.  The  trades  unionists  have 
long  realised  that  the  National  Union  of 
Teachers,  and  the  teachers  generally,  are 
the  best  friends  of  the  nation,  and  so  far 
from  being  worthy  of  condemnation,  I, 
for  my  part,  couple  them  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bury,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bolton,  and  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
who  has  charge  of  this  Bill,  and  say  that 
the  country  owes  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude 
to  them  for  this  small  modicum  of  reform. 
In  conclusion,  I  cannot  help  asking  why 
Lancashire  should  be  made  an  exception. 
How  is  it  that  it  is  only  the  Lancashire 
parent  in  the  main  who  needs  his  child  to 
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of  educjition,  hfts  a  right  to  see  that  this 
education  is  carritnl  out  in  the  best 
possible  mamier.  The  half-time  system 
is  a  bad  system  as  reganis  education,  and 
the  sooner  it  is  entirely  done  away 
with  the  I>etter.  I  can  only  congratulate 
my  hon.  and  learned  friend  on  the  success 
he  has  so  far  achieved  with  the  Bill^  and 
I  hope  that  in  a  few  years  from  this  time,  at 
proper  It  it  ervals — because  we  must  not  do 
thesethings  too  suddenly  or  all  at  once — the    heanl  from  the  hon.  Member  f  or  Boium 


gotxi  to  the  technical  schools  of  the  counlrrl 
by  sending  the  Ixjys  t*>  them  better  taught! 
elementarily,  while  the  passage  of  the  feill  I 
through  this  House,  and  I  hope  through 
another  place,  will  be  a  very  gn^at  ?>enefii, 
not  only  to  Lancashire,  but  to  the  wbojej 
of  this  kingdom. 

Mr.    MADDISON  (Sheffield,    Brighi- 
side) :    I  am  sure  the  speeches  we  hive 


half-time  system  will  be  abolished  entirely. 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE  rose  in  his  place, 
and  claimed  to  move,  *'  That  the  Question 
be  now  put';  but  Mr.  Speaker  withheld 
bis  assent,  and  declined  then  to  put  that 
Question. 

Mil  JAMRS  KENYON:  One  reason 
why  I  haAo  had  great  pleasure  in sup|K>rting 
thianieaiiure  is  that  I  am  perfectly  certain 
that  10,  15,  or  20  years  hence  you  will  have 
to  have  a  higher  standarfl  of  education  in 
the  trading  classes  of  this  country\  The 
technical    sch(Xtls    are    not    doing     that 


and  the  hon.  Memlx»r  for  Bury  have  given 
great  encouragement  to  those  of  us  irb*> 
see  in  the  development  of  our  ef lucatioiuil 
system  the  real  hope  of  the  future  pn»- 
perity  of  our  country.  Dtiring  thi* 
Delate  we  have  heard  a  great  deid  nUmi 
the  attitude  of  the  trades  unions  on  ibis 
tjuestion  of  half-time.  It  is  ji  fact  ihjit 
tniijes  unioTis  iiiimetliab*?ly  interested  in 
textile  work  have,  so  far  as  official  vot« 
arc  concerned,  gone  against  this  Bill- 
But  the  hon.  Member  for  Bolti)U  ex* 
pressed  the  feeling  which  I  believe  exists 
in  the  minds  of  aU  the  textile  lemlei^— 


amount  of  good  they  ought  to  be  doing,    viz.,  that   in    their  heait  of    hearths  thtry 


the  reason  being  that  the  elementary 
education  of  the  children  is  deficient. 
The  whole  compkint  in  my  part  of  the 
country  from  the  technical  schools  is  that 
the  boys  come  to  learn  different  trades,  but 
their  elementary  education  in  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic  has  not  lieen  pro- 
perly attended  to.  In  this  respect  the 
Bill  of  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  will  j 
be  a  gi^at  improvement.  It  is  a  modest ' 
Bill  ;  it  only  means  that  the  children  will 
have  to  attend  school  another  six  months  , 
— surel)'  not  a  very  tcnible  depaiture. 
1  am  cftnfident  that  if  the  House  of 
Commons  passes  this  Bill  it  will  do  a  very 
great  benefit  indeed,  not  only  to  Lanca- 
shire but  to  the  whole  of  the  trading 
classes  of  this  country.  There  has 
l)een  some  tjilk  aln^ut  the  children 
not  being  able  to  learn  their  trade 
so  well  at  the  later  age,  and  nf>t 
being  so  amenable  to  discipline  and 
iiistruction.  I  can  only  s^iy  that  the 
experience  of  a  numU^r  of  friends  of  mine 
is  that  the  l»oys  will  learn  their  trade  just 
&g  well  at  12  as  at  1 1.  The  older  children, 
as  a  rnk%  are  much  more  likely  to  make 
less  waste  with  the  work  than  whtm  they 
begin  to  learn  the  chUVrent  processes  at 
the  earlier  age.  1  think  that  that  argu- 
ment is  really  worth  very  little  indeed. 
The  re^t  which  t\w  children  will  get  in 
the  morning  will  help  them  in  their 
education,  and  the  raising  of  the  standanl 
of  education  will  do  an  immense  amount  of 

Mr,  Jnmfsi  Kftujtm, 


wekomed  this  Bill,  althtmgh  they  kufw 
that  through  the  half-time  system,  thn>ugh 
lack  of  education,  through  this  hereditary 
system  growing  up  from  father  to  8«>n,  it 
was  very  difficult  indeed  for  them  to  put 
before  their  members  in  such  a  way  as  tu 
convince  them  a  question  which  aff'ectiH! 
the  weekly  revenue  of  their  families.  The 
Viest  evidence  you  have  that    there  WM 
no  heart  in  this  opposition  was  foutnl  m 
the  small  number  of  men  w]io  came  into 
the  lobby  during  the  Second  Heading  of 
the   later   stages   of   this    Bill     Nobiwly 
knows  better  how  tt:*  **  lobby  "  than  tbt< 
t Hides   uiuon    leaders  of  Lancashire,  ami 
the  mere  fact  that  very  few  came  here  is 
in  itself  very    goixi    evidence,    of    what 
their    real     opini*>Ti    was.      The     tnulei 
unionists  are  constantly  being  told  by  em- 
ployers that  we  are  driving  away   trwle 
from  this  country^  atid  we  in  our  way  hftvo 
tried  to  |>ersuftde  and  convince   the  work- 
men of  the  coimtry  that  if  they  are  to 
hold  their  own   in    the    markets  of   tho 
world  they  must  give  of  their  wry  Ijest— 
that  this  is  no  mere  capitalist  plea,   Imt 
that  it    is    the    bedrnek  fif  the  industrial 
situation-  that  yi»u  must  have^in  eiluentt^d 
class   of  workmen,  that  you   nmst  ha%ei 
men  who  are  not  merely  physieally  stmng, 
Init  that  thev  must  be  mentally  vigoroiis 
as  well     \V)iat  do  we  sre  ?       Il(*re  is  a 
Bill  which  is  »«  modest  as  any  Bill  «if  the 
kind  could  well  be.      It  has  to   depend 
upon  the  fortune  of  the  ballot  ;  when  th 
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Second  Rcarfling  was  moved  it  u  as  uiirricd  | 
by  an  enormous  majority,  a  decision  which  i 
was  comt^  to  without  any  piidanco   frum  | 
the  LearkT  of   the   Hon^i^   ur   from    the 
Government  as  such  ;  it  goes  through  its 
later  stage*^,  and  we  do   not  ^ecei^'e  the 
slightest  help  from  the  Ministry — — 

Several      Hon.      Mrmbkhs  :     The 
Vice-President  ! 

Mk.  M ADDISON:  I  was  aliont  to  Bay 
so,  if  you  will  allow  me  to  iinish  the  sen- 
tence. We  have  luid  no  support  from  the 
Leader  of  the  House,  and  the  only  leading 
—and  that  ha^  not  been  a  very  extended  | 
one — wa.s  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Conned.  What 
I  feel,  and  what  the  country  feels,  is  that  i 
this,  the  most  important  Bill  of  the 
session  ais  I  l>elieve  it  to  be,  has  not  re- 
ceived, inth  that  one  exception,  anything  ' 
like  the  support  that  it  ought  to  have  re- 
ceived from  the  (.TDvernment.  I  rlo  not  wish 
to  continue  this  Deliate  at  any  h^ngth,  I 
can  only  join  with  the  hon.MenibiT  for  Not- 
tingham in  his  fears  ahout  the  agricultural 
Amendment  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Memlier  had  to  accept  really  as  the  price 
of  his  Bill.  1  do  think  that  is  an 
object  lesson — that  in  the  closing  year  of 
this  century  it  should  l>e  necessary,  in 
order  tu  get  a  modest  Bill  of  this  sort 
thiough  this  House,  for  the  promoter  of  it 
to  make  a  compromise  which  at  any 
rate  the  agricultural  Memb<3rs  regarded 
as  of  such  importance  from  their  point  of 
view  that  they  withdrew  their  opposition. 
As  their  point  of  viewiselearly  nottlie  point 
of  view  of  the  Bill  itself,  t  cannot  help 
feeling  that  there  is  some  danger  in  it, 
and  that  danger  is  increased  because  there 
has  been  no  response  to  the  appeal  of  the 
lion.  Mend>er  for  Nottingham  on  the  part 
of  the  Vice-President  of  the  Council  He 
speaks  with  authority  as  an  educational 
expert,  and  he  has  told  the  House 
that  if  the  Iviu  cation  Department 
takes  certain  steps  this  Amend- 
ment may  become  not  so  dangerous, 
and  he  rightly  asks  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Council  to  give  the  House  some 
sort  of  assurance  in  that  direction.  The 
Vice-President  has  not  done  so. 
Personally^  I  am  quite  confident  that 
80  far  as  his  influence  is  concerned 
he  will  do  all  that  he  possibly  can  iu  this 
direction,  but  we  know  that  his  inttiiencc 
u  not  always  predominant,  and  that  his 
policy  does  not  always  Btamp  the 
Education  Department.     I  listened  with 


positive  piin  to  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Meml>er  for  St.  Helens,  who  told  us, 
using  that  serai-pious  language  which 
generally  accompanies  the  ^vorst  form  of 
reaction,  that  F*rovidence  had  destined  the 
great  mass  of  working  people  to  go  arjd 
work  for  their  daily  liread,  and  that  there- 
fore we  ought  to  facilitate  the  time  when 
the  children  could  earn  something  for  their 
parents.  But  has  eilucatio?!  no  other 
value  than  that  of  wages  1  It  is  this  low 
conception  of  education,  this  mistaken 
notion  of  education,  which  is  playing 
such  mischief  in  our  midst.  When  the 
natiorj  realises  that  educatioii  is  a  national 
asset,  when  it  understands  that  in  our 
schools  and  liy  uur  sch*>ol  teachers  we  have 
the  real  makingof  the  England  of  the  future, 
it  will  rnjt  gi'udge,  as  it  now  iloes,  almost 
every  penny  that  is  spent  upon  educition, 
it  will  not  grudge  the  child  another  year 
out  of  the  factory  ;  but  it  will  realise  that 
in  the  making  of  lirain,  and  in  the  giving 
of  opportunity  for  muscles  tn  be  developed 
l»y  play  at  the  age  when  nature  intended 
they  should  be,  you  are  bringing  up  an 
intellectually  and  physically  strong  man- 
hood, which  in  the  sevt^e  years  which 
face  England  will  enable  us  to  hold  our 
own.  But  to  have  elaborate  apologies  for 
ignorance  from  one  or  two  Members 
opposite  is  really  <leplorable.  The  almost 
abatml  argument  that  this  Bill  would  pre- 
vent young  child r(!n  from  learning  their 
trade  has  lieen  entirely  disposed  of  by  the 
hon.  Memiier  for  Bolton.  I  Itelieve  as 
firmly  as  any  man  in  this  House  ean  in  the 
proper  apprenticeship  of  chddren,  lait  if 
that  apprenticeship  is  to  be  worth  any- 
thing at  all  there  nmst  l>e  years  of  carefyl 
preparation,  and  1  stand  up  and  repudiate 
with  ail  the  strength  of  which  I  am 
capjible  the  unwarranteil  attack  upon  the 
National  Union  (if  Teachers  with  respect 
to  this  agitation  and  with  respect  to 
this  Bill  The  tiades  luuoni^ts  have 
long  realised  that  the  National  Union  of 
Teachers,  and  the  teachers  generally,  are 
the  l>est  friends  of  the  nation,  and  so  far 
from  being  worthy  of  condemruition,  l, 
for  my  part,  couple  them  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bury,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bolton,  and  the  hon.  and  leariuMl  Member 
who  has  charge  of  tins  Bill,  and  sjiy  that 
the  country  owes  a  deep  deljt  of  gratitude 
to  them  for  this  small  nnxlicum  of  reform. 
In  conclusion,  I  cannot  help  asking  why 
Lancashire  sh4)uld  be  nnule  aTi  exception. 
How  is  it  that  it  is  oidy  the  Lancashire 
parent  in  the  main  who  nee*ls  his  child  to 
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sions  in  connection  with  reg-istration  in 
Ireland.  Tlie  wotxls  of  that  provision,  I 
tbiiilc,  have  been  taken  from  a  cUilse 
in  the  Re  pres  en  tuition  of  the  People 
Act  of  1884,  which  eBtahli«hed  the  ser- 
vice  franchise.      If   this   new    clcitise    of 


Half-time  children  go  to  school  till  they 
are  13,  fully  a  year  jfniger  thim  the  general 
average  of  the  children  throughout  the 
country.  Bot  that  is  not  sufficient.  Un- 
less you  can  keep  them  in  touch  with 
education — and  this  is  what  1  luivc  iirgetl 
all  my  life  long— through  nrght  Hchools,  I  mine  is  not  accepted,  we  shall  have  to 
until  they  are  15,  16,  or  17  ye^irs  of  age,  i  scrutinise  very  ciirefully  the  provisions  a 
you  will  stiU  have  that  fatal  gap  hetween  |  little  lower  down,  lint,  apart  from  these 
the  elementary  day  school  aofl  the  tech- 
nical schfjol.  Just  one  other  pr^int.  We 
have  heard  about  the  poor  Lancashire 
parents.  I  was  asketl  by  rme  of  my  own 
weavers : 

*'  Hmvp  thoee  gentlemen  in  London  who 
paHHtnl  tb(!  Stscond  Reatling  of  thiw  Bill  ever 
c(wisi(U^rtifi  whsit  wmild  happcm  in  the  ciise  of 
poor  parenUs?  1  have  lieen  one  ni>>.elf,  and  I 
can  S|HifLk  froiti  knowledge  and  exiierienee.  I 
am  >^|>i!iikini?  of  tlio^e  who  have  live  or  h\\ 
childniu,  and  perhaps  onlv  j^ot  £1  u  Avetik  hj^ 
weaver-t.  UnleH.'^  their  children  Avbo  suf  i  I 
ye^iTH  of  ii^e  may  go  to  work  in  the  mill>i,  it 
will  mtNin  Uiat  the  im)th«rs  will  j^o  ha<'k  to  the 
mi  Us  to  work,  and  of  those  two  evils  the  hitt«r 
will  Ije  nmch  the  gretit^r/' 


I  think  that  man  was  quite  right.  1  hop;:^ 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  consider 
my  point,  and  gi-ant  a  certificate  by  which 
half-timers  may,  in  the  cfise  of  extreme 
poverty,  In3  allowed  to  work  in  the  mills 
at  eleven  yexirs  of  age,  as  at  pres^'ut. 

Question,  "  That  the  word  *  now '  stand 
part  of  the  Question,"  put  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  p*isaed. 

SERVICE  FKANCHIHK    BILL 
(As  amended,  consitlered.) 

♦Sir  CHAKLE8  DILKE  (Gloucester, 
Forest  of  Dean)  :  With  rt^gard  to  the 
registration  of  v otters,  this  liill  is  left  in  a 
som e^v h at  ci i rioi i s  posi  ti on  by  the  A  ri u^ ! t d • 
ment  whieh  was  accepted  the  other  (hiy, 
I  see  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  hon. 
Member  who  has  charge  of  the  Bill  to 
attempt  to  reverse  the  rleeision  which  the 
Comnjittee  *'Ame  to  up>n  that  occasion, 
and  I  shall  ^knowing  that  he  h  master  of 
the  Imttalions^  although  no  doubt  a  stout 
res 'Stance  will  be  offennrl  to  that  proposjd — 
I  shtill  not  speak  at  length  jts  I  shotdd 
otherwise  have  done,  an(l  1  will  con  line 
myself  to  matters  arising  under  the  Bill 
as  it  originalJy  stood.  The  hon.  liiironet 
has  pbiee<l  in  his  BiSI  a  provision  as  to 
which  a  goofl  rlcal  of  attention  has  been 
called  by  Irish  Members  on  former  ocea- 

Cobuei  McOar, 


I  words,  the  present  system  is  one  which  is 
'  established  under  the  Bepreflentation  of 
the  People  Ai-t,  1884.  That  is  Bub- 
atantially  still  in  force,  although  it  has 
been  somewhat  modified.  That  system 
rests  on  a  declaration  which  was  pat 
in  in  the  year  18^4  on  the  motion  of 
the  late  Mr.  Mwan!  Stanhope,  on  behalf 
of  the  Gentlemen  who  now  sit  on 
the  fmnt  bench  antl  constitute  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Conservative  Party,  It 
is  the  impression  of  some  persons  that  the 
whole  proceeding  takes  place  under  these 
woitLs  of  Mr.  Stanho|H*'s  ;  but  that  is  not 
the  case,  for  there  is  not  only  a  form  intro- 
duced by  which  an  io<juiry  is  made  as  to 
service,  and  a  form  is  given,  which  is  filled 
up,  aiul  thi*n  those  persons  are  placed 
upiin  the  list  ;  but  the  overseers  are  also 
able  to  place  persons  on  the  service  fran- 
chise entirely  apsirt  fi"om  the  use  of  that 
form  J  and  the  revising  barristers  are  able 
to  transfer  people  from  the  ordinary  list 
to  tl  e  service  franchise  list,  and  rm  Vfrs/L 
j  A  most  extraordinary  want  of  uniformity 
I  prevails  throughout  the  country  with 
regard  to  the  extent  to  which  these  privi- 
leges are  available.  1  will  mention  one  ex- 
treme case, which  is  a  striking  one.  In  two 
divisions  of  North umlterland  there  are  a 
large  number  of  service  votet^,  such  aa 
shepherds  and  persons  of  that  class.  In 
one  of  these  divisions  there  are  over 
1,300  service  voters  on  the  register^ 
while  in  the  adjoining  division  there  are 
but  eight  service  voters  on  the  register 
at  all  Tliat  shows  that  in  some  caaes 
the  overseers  place  them  on  the  list  as 
they  should  do,  whilst  in  other  places 
they  put  them  on  as  onlinary  tenants* 
This  pi-actice  is  not  very  carefully  scru- 
tinised in  court,  because  it  does  not  affect 
the  Parliamentary  vote.  Supptsing  that 
the  Amendment  of  my  hon.  friend  the 
Mend>er  for  North  Monmouth,  which  was 
carricfl  the  other  day,  should  not  be 
reversed,  the  case  is  stn^nger  than  if  the 
Bill  stands  as  it  formerly  sttwxl,  because 
that  Amendment  would  affect  persons  who 
would  be  indistinguishable  from  the  badger 
class,  except  for  the  fact  that  they  do  not 
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pay  £10  ft  yeiVT,  and  the  case  foi'  making 
them  go  through  the  siimc  form  rislfKJgers 
would  l>u  matit'  all  the  stronger.  But 
even  u ruler  the  Bill  as  it  stands,  without 
the  Amendnieiit  of  my  hon,  friend,  \vc 
must  remember  how  the  service  franchise 
is  affiH-ttHl  hy  tin?  Bill  itself.  This  Bill 
will  inlnxluce  to  the  serviec  franchise 
voters  who  are  under  the  strictest  dis- 
cipline, sueh  as  persons  who  live  in 
cubicles,  and  who  are  subject  to  the 
orders  of  some  pers.m  who  has  the  power 
of  moving  them  ahont.  Where  you  have 
militiamen  living  in  a  single  room  in 
cubicles  it  will  be  alisolutely  within  the 
pcm^er  of  the  sergear^t  or  the  statl'-sergeant 
who  has  control  of  these  men  to  break 
their  oceupiition.  By  shifting  a  man — 
whieh  he  has  the  power  to  do  by  military 
discipline— from  one  cubicle  to  another, 
be  prevents  that  man  (pialifying  for  a 
vote  by  occupation ;  wbcreas  with  another 
militiaman  all  he  has  to  do  is  to  leave 
him  undisturbed,  and  tliat  man  will  come 
on  the  register.  This  is  a  matter  which 
ought  to  be  very  carefull}'  scrutim'sed, 
because  there  are  cases  where  this  power 
may  possibly  be  abused.  There  have 
been  cases  under  the  present  law  where 
thia  haa  happened,  and  it  will  be  abuser  I 
in  the  future.  The  Annniclment  which  I 
have  placed  ujxm  the  paper  m  the  only 
means  whieh  occur  to  me  for  meeting 
this  diffictdty,  for  it  applies  the  fourth 
secttor*  of  the  Act  of  18G7  to  this  ease,  i 
It  makes  the  people  claim  as  if  they  were  i 
lodgers,  snl>jecty  of  eoui-se,  to  the  \m> 
visions  of  the  Act  of  1878,  by  which  the 
old  lodgers  obtained  a  priind  fnne  right.  : 
They  do  not  have  to  attend  urdess  they  i 
are  objected  to,  and  receive  notice  of  , 
such  objection.  I  nee<l  hardly  say 
that  if  a  better  way  were  suggested  | 
Uy  the  llunse  T  shonlfl  very  gladly  with- 
draw  this  particular  form  of  words  ;  but  I  I 
have  taken  the  only  words  which  occur  to 
me,  and  I  beg  to  move  the  new  cJauec 
which  sUinds  in  my  name. 

New  clause— 

"All  enaPtTTient*!  ami  all  oHera  made  in 
porsiiauce  of  the  Ue^^istrntioii  AetM  whieli  relate 
to  the  rtit^Htnititm  ol  jHTstitit*  eiititleri  to  vote 
in  res[xvt  uf  a  IcKlger  ijiialifuuiliiMi  shnll  relate 
with  the  neeeftsary  variiitions  ami  alterations 
of  preeeptH,  iioticeH,  IL^ts  ami  athtr  form»  to  i 
peivon^s  qimlitiwl  U)  vote  undur  the  service  I 
IraucliiHe.  '— |6'*r  C.  DUke.) 

Brought  up  and  read  the  first  time,         I 


Motion  made  and  Question  proposiMl^ 
"Thiit  the  f^lauxe  l>e  reiul  a  sei-f*ml  time.'' 

Km  J.  BLUNDELL  MAPLE  (Cam- 
ber well,  Dnlwieh)  :  1  am  sorry  to  have  to 
oppo.se  the  introduction  of  this  clause,  but 
1  consider  that  it  would  be  greatly  a^nst 
the  interests  of  the  voter  that  he  sliould 
have  to  go  and  make  a  claim  for  his  ^ote. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite,  who  desires  that  every 
man  should  have  a  vote,  ought  to  try  in 
every  possible  way  to  make  it  easy  for  a 
man  to  obtain  a  vote,  1  think  if  the  sei*- 
vice  franchise  voter  has  to  go  and  ask  for 
time  off  in  orrler  to  sulistantiate  his 
claim,  it  would  be  gieatly  to  the  detn- 
ment  of  that  man  obtaining  a  vote.  As 
regards  the  Wfmis?  which  were  left  out  the 
other  day,  I  am  <me  of  tln>se  who  would 
be  rather  incline  1  to  thar^k  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman on  the  other  side  for  moving  to 
leave  out  those  wonls,  because  his  action 
will  strengthen  my  sicie  from  a  party 
point  of  view.  But  the  object  of  thi& 
liilt  has  not  been  at  all  to  do  that  ;  it 
is  simply  to  undo  a  decision  of  the  Courts^ 
and  correct  the  injustice  that  wils  done 
by  the  decision  of  the  Lords  of  Appeal 
against  the  decision  f»f  Ltuxl  tlustice  Kigljy, 
wlien  he  s^iid  that  a  rlwelling-room  must 
have  wails  right  up  to  the  ceiling.  It  ia 
only  for  that  pui7)o.se  that  this  Bill  has 
been  brought  forward.  If  the  words  1 
have  alluded  to  are  left  out,  then  all  our 
butlers  and  footmen  and  employees  in 
hotels  and  in  dift'erent  liusinesses,  where 
the  owner  lives  upon  the  premises  and 
can  exercise  an  influence  upon  them^ 
would  be  put  on  the  register,  I  should 
not  oliject  Uv  that,  althongh  it  is  a  much 
further  extension  of  the  frarschise  than 
was  contemplated  in  the  Uepresentation 
of  the  People  Act  of  188L  I  know  it 
will  be  a  great  gain  to  a  certa.in  Patty  if 
those  words  are  k^ftout,  but  I  ha\e  treated 
this  Bill  as  I  believe  it  was  right  and 
proper  I  should  treat  it,  and  J  liave  simply 
tried  to  get  back  the  original  intention  of 
the  Bill,  and  I  do  hope  that  my  right  hon, 
fritmd  will  not  press  this  particular 
Instruction,  because  it  will  be  necessary 
for  UB  to  oppose  it, 

Mit,  T.  M.  HKALY  (Louth,  N.) :  lam 
sorry  that  the  right  hon.  Biironet  opposite 
has  decided  to  oppose  this  Amendment^, 
and  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tha 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  has  done 
a   great    public   service   in   monng    the 
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introduction  of  this  new  claiific.  I  am 
sure  the  right  hon.  Baronot  opposite 
hm  no  paitv  intention  or  political  end  in 
view  in  biinging  in  thit^  Bill,  but  I  must 
look  at  it  in  the  light  in  which  it  \*  1!! 
affect  Irelaofl  I  tnke  the  case  of  the 
City  of  Derry.  This  Bill,  if  it  is  passed 
in    its    present    form,    will    lose    to    the 


in  such  a  way  that  the  Papists  will 
their  voles  while  the  solid  Prot^^ tan U  will 
have  practically  fixity  of  tenure  in  tbeiB 
bunks,  and  it  is  perfectly  idle  to  concenit 
that  this  kind  of  shifting  wiU  not  ga  on 
unless  this  Amendment  is  carrie^L  Thd 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Forest 
of  Dean  proposes  that  when  you  are  pv- 


National ists  the  representatioTi  of  the  ,  ing  the  franchise  under  these  exeoptiooii 
€ity  of  Deny  and  also  Nurtli  Tyrone,  j  conditions  the  pei-son  who  is  getting 
and  probably  another  seat  which  I  do  not  i  it  shall  make  a  claim  and  substantiate  and 
eare  to  partienlarise.     I  think   that  the    prove  that  he  has  been  in  occupation  for 


decision    of   the   courts,  which   the   hon. 
Baronet  by  his  Bill  is  seeking  to  get  rid 


twelve   months,   and  then  the   employer 
cannot  shift  out  of  it.     I   take   also  the 


of,  was  one  of  the  most  just  decisions  case  of  the  pensioners  and  places  where 
which  was  ever  arrived  at  in  a  registra-  soldiers  live  in  barracks.  Why,  Sir,  it 
tioo  case.  Snpposc  an  employer  in  a  large  would  be  possible  for  a  partisan  oHicial  to 
way  of  business  has  ten  assistants,  and  i  shift  all  the  soldiers  and  all  pensioner! 
they  are  living  in  a  dormitory.  At  i  from  one  room  to  another  according  to 
present  they  have  nut  the  fninehise  nnless  i  their  political  opinions.  It  is  well  known 
they  each  occupy  a  separate  room.  But  i  in  Ireland  that  politics  and  religion  go 
what  the  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite  hand  in  hanil ;  at  all  events,  you  can 
desires  is  this  -that  if  they  are  put  into  I  always  tell  a  man's  |K)liticsby  hia  religionf 
enbicles  they  shall  each  have  a  \'ote.  At  |  and  unices  some  safeguard,  such  aa  the 
the  present  time  they  must  have  a  divid-  i  right  hon.  Baronet  has  suggested,  It 
ing  line  or'  partitii>n,  and  they  must  have  aih>ptefl  yon  will  really  bo  leaving  thedow 
a  ronf  or  u  ccih" ng  over  it.  Now,  I  do  ni>t  open  to  the  most  tremendous  abuses.  I 
think  it  is  a  great  deal  to  require  that  a  feel  stire  that  the  hon.  Baronet  oppomti 
person  should  occuyjv  one  room,  antl  tliat ,  only  intended  to  enlarge  the  frauchisei 
there  shoidd  be  a  ceiling  over  it.  Take  \  and  there  may  be  cases  where  the  present 
the  ease  of  a  policeman  who  lives  with  law  acts  somewhat  harshly.  In  my 
other  pobcemen  at  the  station,  and  there    opinion,  however,  the  present  law  as  it 


is  a  plank   between  their  beds.     Under 
this  Bill   the  inspector  coiihi  claim  a  vote 


has  been   administered   in    England  and 
Ireland  since  the  recent  decision  is  on  a 


for  every  one  of  these  p(^liccraen  living  in    sound  and  satisfactory  basis,   and   ought 


cubieles.  W  hat  the  Court  said  was  that  they 
must  draw  the  line  somewhere,  and  they 
decided  that  a  **  house  "  is  not  a  bunk  in 
which  a  poiiceman  sleeps.  I  think  that 
was  a  sound  decision.  Now,  what  does 
the    hon.    Baronot  the    Member    for   the  ! 


not  to  be  disturbed  unless  you  are  going 
to  give  the  franchise  generally  and  impar- 
tially   to  every    citizen.     This   is    not  a 
measure  really   to  give   a  vole   to  tho«o  | 
who  live  in   cubicles,  but  to  give   it   toj 
their  employer,  for  it  leaves  the  employer  I 


Forest  of  Dean  seek  to  do  by  his  Amend- '  to  determine  which  of  his  men  shall  hava. 


meet  1     If  this  Bill  is  pissed  in  its  present  | 

shape,  all  that    you  will  have  to  do  in 

order  to  get  votes  for  your  shop  assistants  , 

is  to  place  them  in  a  <lormitory,  and  put 

between  each  of  them  a  curt^iin,  and  then 

you  can  cjdl   it   a  cubicle  or  a  room,  and 

claim  a  vote  for  the  person  who  occupies 

it.     I  regally  do  not  see  why  a  chalk  line 

drawn  between  the  parties  woukl  not  be 

sntticient.     Why  not  let  us  have  oianhotxl 

suffrage  at    once  1     Unless   this   Anu'nd-  , 

ment  iw  carried,   let  me   tell   the   House  i  virtue  of  the  proWaion  made  for  him  by 


the  vote,  and  it  is  not  a  wrong  thing  to 
ask  that,  at  all  events,  the  siime  pre- 
caution which  you  take  in  regard  to 
lodgers  who  have  the  shifting  franchise 
should  be  established  in  this  case.  Why 
ilo  you  re<|uire  these  preeatitions  for  the 
lodger  t  The  lodger  remains  in  the  same 
lodgings  very  often  for  years,  and  why  is 
he  to  be  put  upon  a  lower  basis  than  a 
man  who  occupies  a  cubicle,  not  by 
virtue    of   paying   rent,    but   simply    by 


what  will  happc^n,  I  take  a  man  in  the 
City  of  Derry  who  enipbiys  ten  or  twelve 
assistants,  and  suppose  iive  of  them  are 
Cathijlie^  and  five  Protestanta,  That 
man  can  shift  the  Catholics  ab<>ut  from 


his  employer  ?  The  lodger  pays  money 
out  of  his  own  p:>cket  for  his  occupation, 
and  he  has  to  come  off  year  after  year ; 
and  30  great  is  the  abuse  of  the  lodger 
franchise   in    Ireland   that  ray   hon.  and 


bunk  to  bunk  during  the  qualifying  period    learned  friend  opposite  holda  his  seat  by 
Mr,  Healy. 


the    oni  v*  thos 


FniHchm 
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fully  qufilitied  should 


virtue  of  bogus  lodger  rotea  ;  and  ^  . 

precautions  which  you  insist  upon  iti  the  I  ^^  upon  the  li^t,  no  mattor  which  side 
castj  of  a  lodger  are  deemed  to  be  entirely  1  they  belong  to.  Therefore  I  think  it  is 
unnecessary  in  the  case  of  the  service  f ran- '  nm5essHry  that  some  sueh  dcclanttion 
chise,  where  an  employer  can  s«hift  men  '  shoiihl  i»e  made  before  those  persons  are 
about  like  nine  pins.    I  hope  the  right  hen,    phieed  upon  the  register,     I  am  nut  sure 

that  the  Amendment  is  not  much  wider 
in  it^  scope  than  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Forest  of  Dean  intends. 


Btuonet    will    go  to   a  Divigioi 
Amendment,    and    I    trust    the 


on  this 
gen  em  1 
consequences  of  this  Bill  will  be  realised 
by  tiic  House,  for  1  am  afraid  that  this 
meiisure  has  not  received  the  attention 
which  it  deserves.  The  hon,  Rironet  oppo- 
site is  nifister  of  the  situjition,  and  I  cm\ 
only  say  that  if  this  Bill  passes  without  this 
Amendment  I  shall  certainly  mo\  e  that 
it  shall  not  apply  to  Ireland.  I  would 
respectfully  fisk  him  not  to  phmge  u^ 
into  a  general  diseuBsion  atfeeting  the 
franchise  and  its  application  to  Ireland, 
because  I  assure  him  that  that  would  not 
load  to  the  progress  of  his  Bill. 

Mr,  ROBERT  WALLACK  (Perth):  I 
would  point  out  that  under  the  present  law 


It  says  : 

'"  All  enactmente  and  all  onlers  injule  m  nur- 
Huanoe  of  the  !te<^iHt ration  Actti  which  relate 
tt»  the  r<?*fLst ration  uf  pei*Ht>iLs  entitle^l  to  voie 
in  respect  of  a  lodger  qaalitication.' 

It  applies  all  these  enactments  and  orders 
to  the  f>crsons  who  will  bi*  placed  on  the 
service  franchise  in  ftiture.  I  wish  to  ask 
my  hon.  and  learueil  friend  the  Solicitor- 
Crenoral  what  the  exact  operation  of  those 
words  will  be,  and  w^hether,  in  fact,  it 
might  itot  cover  the  case  of  hardship  de- 
scriheil  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean— that  is, 
it  is  already  in  tlio  fwwer  of  the  employer  whether  under  the  existing  law  a  person 
nt  the  present  time,  by  shifting  a  person  |  who  changes  his  rooms  is  entitled  to  claim 
from  tht^  room  he  occupies,  to  di.sfranchise  as  a  bidger  so  long  as  he  occupies  other 
him.  Therefore  it  is  not  for  that  reason  looms  in  the  same  house,  I  want  to  ask 
at  all  that  I  support  the  Ameiulment  of  niv  hon.  and  learned  friend  whether  all 
ray  right  hon.  friend.  I  confess  that  I  ,  the  enactments  and  orders  which  apply  to 
do  not  share  the  fears  which  have  been  |  lodgers  will  also  applv  to  the  service 
expressed  by  so  many  hon.  Members  in  ,  tVaiiohise,  and  whether'  the  efteut  of  that 
regard  to  enfranchising  those  who  occupy  |  would  Tiot  be  also  to  enable  the  serWce 


what  have  been  called  bunks  or  cubicles.  | 
it  is  perfc*ctly   true,  as  has  been  pointer!  i 
out  alreaiiy,  that  for  years  these  persons  j 
have  had  the  frafiehise,  until    they  were  i 
restrained  by  the  Court  of  Appeal  some  IH  I 
months  ago.     The  hon.  Baronet  opposite  ' 
does  not  seem  to  be  aware  that  at  the  present  ' 
time  lotlgers  have  not  to  attend  the  re- 
vision courts  in  onJertomake  their  claims, 
for  the  law   was  altered  in  this  respect 
some  years  ago.     They  have   now  simply 
toinake  a  claim  accompaniiMl  hy  aclcelara- 
tion,  and  the  rejison   why   I  support  the 
clause  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  is  that  I 
think  it  is  most  desirable,  when  you  are 
intrtH hieing  these  new  ser\ice  votei-s  upon 
your  register,  that  you  should  make  sure 
that  they  are   really   qualifier!,  and  you 
shoultl  insist  upon    it  that   they   should 
make  a  deelaration  which,  if  false^  would 
render  theni  liable  to  punishment,    That^ 
J  think,  would  be  the  eilect  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Amejidment  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the   Mend^er  for   the   forest  of' 


voter  who  has  changed  his  occupation,  as 
my  hon,  and  learnefl  friend  has  described, 
frijm  one  bunk  to  another,  to  claim  by 
right  of  succcssiofi  in  the  same  way  as 
lodgei-s.  If  that  were  so,  and  if  the 
operation  of  the  clause  would  bring  in 
the  right  of  succession  as  I  have  described 
it,  then  all  the  difficulties,  L  venture  to 
suggest,  of  disfranchisement  would  abso- 
lutely disappear.  It  is  for  this  reason, 
ansl  not  because  I  have  the  slightest 
desire,  as  everyone  knows,  to  keep  any  of 
these  voters  oR"  the  list,  that  I  support  the 
clause  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Captain  NORTON  (Ne\iington,  W.) ; 
I  desire  to  support  this  Amendment  be- 
cause I  wish  to  oppose  this  Bill  as  a 
whole,  and  one  of  my  main  reasons  for 
doing  so  is  that  it  will  enhn^ge  the  fran- 
chise very  unfairly.  The  etlect  of  it  is  that 
it  erdarges  the  franchise  tu  the  detriment 
of    a    great    number    of    w^orking    men 


Dean.  I  think  all  of  us  are  anxious  that '  throughout  London,  while  it  places  thoae 
the  register  shordd  exactly  represent  the  '  who  l|ve  in  ind>iclos  in  tm  iklvantageoua 
electors  of  the  districty  and  that    and  privileged  position. 


iSercire 


]COMMOKb} 


♦Mr,  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Mi-ml>er 
cam  10 1  argil e  against  the  pnnciple  of 
the  Bill  now ;  he  must  confine  himself 
to  the  discussion  of  the  clause  which  is 
before  the  House, 

Caftaix  NORTON  :  The  Amendment 
of  my  right  hon.  friend  will  meet  my  ob- 
jection to  a  certain  extent,  inasmuch  as  it 
will  place  the  sernce  voters  on  a  better 
footing  of  equality.  At  the  present 
momentj  if  a  voter  entitled  to  the  serv  ice 
franciiise  is  placed  in  the  position  in 
which  the  hon.  Biironet  seeks  to  place 
him,  he  would  have  an  undoubted  advan- 
tage over  the  lodger.  It  would  be  in  the 
power  of  the  emphjyer  to  enfranchise  or 
disfranchise  any  one  uf  these  individuals  ; 
whereas  a  lixlger,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
ho  cannot  obtain  another  room  in  the 
same  house,  and  is  obliged  to  go  to  another 
house,  would  thereby  lose  his  vote.  There 
are  many  ware  house  .-inssistants  in  London 
who,  when  they  obtain  a  better  position 
in  their  place  of  business,  desire  to  move 
into  a  better  class  of  loflging — men,  so  to 
speak,  who  lia\  e  risen  in  the  social  status, 
but  who  would  be  deprivetl  of  the  vote. 
The  result  of  the  Amendment  would  bo 
to  diminish  to  an  appreciahle  extent  the 
injustice  which  the  hon.  Baronet  would 
do  to  a  large  number  of  men  throughout 
the  metropolis. 

The  SOIJCITOR  -  general  (Sir 
E.    B.    FiNLAY,    Inverness    Burghs)  :    I 


cannot  think  this  is  a  desirable  Amend- 
ment, as  it  might  have  a  disfranchiani! 
elTect,  Whereas  at  present  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  overseer  to  get  returns  in  rcspeel 
of  those  who  are  occupiers,  and  wbo 
ought  to  l>e  put  on  the  register,  it  wtmkl 
make  it  incumbent  on  Gvery  pereon  to 
prepare  a  list,  and  send  in  a  claim  as  if  be 
were  a  Iwlger.  That  was  not  the  int-en- 
tion  of  the  Legislature  when  the  senice 
fi-anchise  was  passed.  We  hear  h 
good  deal  about  legislation  W 
reference,  and  another  *>bjection  to  the 
Amenrlment  is  that  it  would  be  one  of  tht 
most  efTecfcual  instances  of  legislation  by 
reference  I  ever  heard  of.  My  hon.  and 
leai-ned  fnend  opposite  asked  a  queetioo 
as  to  what  the  eifect  of  the  clause  wouM 
l>e.  If  my  hon,  and  learned  friend  is 
puzzled  as  to  what  the  effect  of  the  clause 
would  Ite,  anyone  might  be  excused  if  h*» 
were  puzzled.  Until  a  i>;irticu]ar  cas^ 
arose,  and  it  was  carefully  looked  into,  il 
would  he  perfectly  impossilde  to  say  what 
the  eflect  of  the  Amendment  would  be. 
It  professes  to  apply  only  to  enactmenti 
relating  to  registration,  hut  the  question 
is  extremely  difficult  and  complicated,  and 
it  would  Ihj!  unwise  to  a*lopt  the  clause 
without  further  consideration. 


Question  put. 

The  House  divided:  Ayes,  139;  Noes, 

184.    (Division  List  No.  189,) 


Ahrabaai,  William  (Rhondda) 
Allan,  William  (G&te-^keiul) 
Ailen,  \Viii(Nevvc.under  Lytue) 
Allison  J  Hubert  Andrew 
Aahtoii,  111 o man  tiair 
As<|uhli,  Itt.  linn,  Hcrk  Hy, 
Austin,  M,  I  Limerick,  W.) 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Burlovv,  John  Kinniott 
Jlarry,  Iv  (Cork,  S.) 
Bayley,  TIiuuhih  (Derbysliire) 
BiflKon,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Auguwiine 
Broatlhiirst,  Henry 
Briinnur,  Sir  John  Tf»nilinsoii 
Bryce,  Hij^hL  Hon,  Jaineti 
Burkanaa»  Thouias  liylmrn 
Buriif^,  John 
Burt,  Tlioinan 
BuxloTi,  Sytlney  Charlea 
Cald^vellt  Jaiiie^ 
Canieront  llobert  (DurhanO 
Canipbeli-Bannemian,  Sif  H. 
Carvill,  Patrick  I  J.  Hamilton 
Caaston,  Hie  hard  Knight 
Cawley.  Frederick 
Clark,  DnG,  B,  (CaithneBS-slu) 


AYES, 

I  Collery,  Bernard 

I  Cohille,  Jolm 

I  ComminH,  Andrew 

Cronibie,  John  William 
'  DavieSjM.  Vaughan-( Cardigan 
I  DaviLt,  &Iicha<3l 

Dillon,  John 

Donelan,  Captain  A. 

Dooijan,  P.  1  . 

DncKwortli,  James 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Evans*,  Samuel  T.  ((Jlaniorgan 

Evans,  Sir  E.  IE  (South' ton) 

Farrell,  James  P,  (Cavaa,  W.) 

Fenvi^iuk,  Charles 

Ferguson,  K.  C,  Munro  (Leith) 

Ff reach,  Peter 

Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Foster,  Sir  W.  (Derhy  Co.) 

Cibney,  .lames 

(Sladstone,  Kt.  Hn.  Her.  John 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gold,  Charles 

tiourley.  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 

Guxdon,  Sir  Wm.  Brampton 

Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 


Harcourt,  lit.  Hon.  Sir  Win* 

Harvvofxl,  George 

Hay  den,  John  Patrick 

Hayne,  Ht.  Hon.  C.  Seale* 

Hazell,  Walter 

Healy,  Thomas  J.  tW^exford> 

Hedderwick,  Thos.  C.  H. 

Hemphill,  Ht,  Hon.  Ch.  H. 

HoUand,W!ii.  H.  (York,  W.K.) 

Homiman,  Frederick  John 

Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 

Jacoby,  Jam*^^*  Alfred 

JohnBon-  Ferga'^on.Jabez  Edw. 

Joicey.  Sir  Janien 

Jonei,  David  Brynmor  (Swui.) 

Jonew,  Wni.  (Carnarvonahire) 

Jordan,  Jeremiah 

Kay-Sliuttleworth.Rt.H.SirU. 

Kearley,  Hudson  E. 

Klnlocn,SirJohnGeorgeStnytb 

Kit^on,  Sir  James 

Langley,  Batty 

Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumb1uid> 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Leuty,  Thomas  Piohniond 

l^ewis,  John  Herl)ert 

Lloyd -George^  David 
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Lough,  Thoiuiui 
Maealees<3,  Danitsl 
M!icl>onriell,nrM.A.tQ'n'HC/) 
MacNeill,  .l<*lin  Gonlon  Swift 
M^Arthur,  Win.  (Cornwall) 
M^Ewan,  Willkuii 
M'lihee,  Richard 
M'KeTina»  Ke^liiald 
M*Ler«l,  John 
Ma«ltlii^oo,  Fretl. 
Maclen,  .John  Henry 
Mellor,  la.  Hn.J.  W.  (Yorks) 
M«lloy,  liernartl  (Miartes 
Morgan,  J,  Lloyil  jCarmVth'n) 
Morrell,  George  Herhert 
Morris,  Samuel 
Moss,  Samuel 
Norton,  Captain  €\  W. 
O'Brien .  Jainen  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O^Brien,  I'atriuk  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  .1,  (Wickluw,  W!) 


Aird,  John 
AJbopp,  Hon*  (ieorgo 
AnateTither,  H.  T. 
Arehd&le.  Kdward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arrol^  Sir  W  illiain 
A^hniead-Bartlett,  Sir  EIIIb 
Uagot,  Captain  J,  Filzroy 
Bailev.  Jamu-*^  (Walworth) 
Baird,  John  Ueor^^e  Alex, 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Banbury,  Fretl eriek  (Jeorjije 
Barry,  Ut.Hon.A.H.S.(Hiints 
Barton,  Dun  liar  I'lunket 
lieach^Ut.  Hn.Sir  M.H.(Bris.) 
Bemro«e,  Si.  Henry  Howe 
Bethell,  Comuiaiider 
Bhowna^gree,  Sir  ^[.  M. 
Biddulph,  NHchad 
Bill,  Charleti 

Blakisbon Houston,  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
liolitho,  Thomas  Itedford 
Brook  field,  A.  MonUgu 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
CampWl,  Ut.Hn.J.  A,(GIa»g.) 
CaveniliHh,V.  r.  W,tDerl>8h,) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  i Hertford,  E.) 
Clarke,  Sir  Edward  ( I 'ly m. ) 
Clouj^h,  Walter  <  U\^n 
Cochlinglon,  Sir  WUliaui 
Coffbill,  iJoiigla-s  Harry 
Collin ga,  Kt,  Hon,  Jesse 
Colfiton,  CUas*.  Edw.  U.Atliole 
Cooke,  C.  \\\  K,  (Hereford) 
Corbett,  A  .CanTeron(C.  histjow) 
Corn  wall  is,  Fienn*9  S,  W. 
Courtney,  Kt.  Hon.  L.  H. 
Crit»ps,  <*"harle^  Alfre<l 
Cro^H,  H.  Shej>herd  (Bolton) 
Criuldii^,  William  Donaldson 
<'ur/.on,  Viscount 
Dalhiac,  <"olonel  I'hilip  Hugh 
Daviea.  Sir  Horatio  D,  (Chat) 
Denny,  ColoneJ 
Dixon  ilartlarid,  Sir  F.  DLxon 
Doiikin,  Uidiard  Sim 
E>oughty,  tieorge 
Doxford,  WLIltiiiu  Theodore 
Drueker,  A. 


O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Palmer,  Sir  £,  M.  (Durham) 
Paulton*  Jamefl  Mellor 
Perkrt,  Roliert  William 
l*iekard,  Ben  jam  in 
Power,  Patrick  J<>aepli 
Priiie,  Kol»ert  -lufin 
Priestly,  Briggn  lYorka) 
Reekitl,  Harold  James 
Ku'hard^on,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.] 
Kif'kett,  J.  Conipton  I 

Roberta,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stnckton-on  Teen) 
Schwann,  Charlej*  E. 
Scott,  Chas.  Pre8twic'h  (Leigh) 
Sinclair,  Cant.  J.  Forfarshire) 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Sullivan  Donal  (WeMtmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  Wj 

NOES. 

Duncoiiihe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Ei'ertoD,  Hon.  A.  de  Tat  ton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  R.  Douglas 
Fardcll,  Sir  T.  George 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finnh,  Ceorge  IL 
F inlay.  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  THohulh 
FiJion,  FredericK  William 
Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Folkef^tone.  Vi.^counfc 
Carlit,  William 
Cibl>ouH,  .1.   Lloyd 
(UlcH,  Charles  Tyrrell 
I  rordon,  Hon.  John  FMward 
Go**chen,  George  J.  (SuH^iex) 
i  Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Holiert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
I  Gretton,  John 
I  Gunter,  Colonel 

Hanwn,  Sir  Begin  aid 
I  Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 

Heath,  James 
'  Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
I  Hoare,  E,  B.  (Hanipsteatl) 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhoase»  Henry 
I  Houlil.s worth,  Sir  W'.  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Hozier,  Hon.  J  as.  Henry  Cecil 
Hutchinson,  Can t G,  W.G rice- 
!  Jebb,  Richard  Claverhouae 
I  John&on,  William  (Belfast) 

Kenyon,  Jame^ 
t  Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
I  Kimber,  Henry 

King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
I  Knowles,  Lee^ 
Lalwuchere,  Henry 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
I*a A  renc«,Sir  E. Ditni'g-  (Cor.) 
'  Lawsnn,  John  Grant  (York*. ) 
Leigh- Benn*>tt,  Henry  Currie 
I  Llewellyn,  E.  H.  (SomerHet) 

Lie  welly  n, Sir  D»  I  lywn  (Swan.) 
I  Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Ert^kine 


Tennant,  Harrold  John 
Thomas, -\.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Trevelyan,  ClmrleH  Philips 
W%^llace,  Robert 
Walton,  Josef di  (Barnsley) 
W^edderburn ,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Wbittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Will  am 8,  John  Carve  11  i Notts) 
WilHon,  H.  J.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid*) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson,  Jos,  H.  (Middleahro') 
WfKwl'*,  Samuel 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 


fig. 

ElB, 


Yoxall,  James  Henry 

TKU.ER.S     FOR    THK    AVEK— 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  and  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy. 


Long,  CoL  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lope»,  Henry  Yard**  Bailer 
Maolean,  Jame^  Ma<jkenzie 
M'Arthar, Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Killop,  JameiA 
Mah'olm,  Ian 
MarkH,  Henry  Hananel 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Mil  ward.  Colonel  Yictor 
Monk,  Ciiarleft  Jame» 
Moon,  Edward  Roliert  Pacjr 
More,  Rob  t,  J  anperC  S  hro  psh  ire ) 
Morgan,  Hn  Fred(Moam'tlifih. 
Morrifion,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  (i.  (Bute) 
j  M  nrray ,  Col .  Wyn  r  1  h  a  to  ( Bath ) 

Myers,'  William  Henry 
I  New^ark,  V-ineount 
Nicholaon,  William  (i  rah  am 
Mcol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,  Hn.  Sir  H.  Stafford 
Orr-Ewing,  Charle4  Lindnay 
Parkes,  Eoenezer 
Parnell,  -lobn  Howard 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Percy,  Earl 
Pier|K»int,  Rol>ert 
Pil kmgt jn,  R. ( Lanes,  Newton) 
Powell,  Sir  F'rancha  Sharp 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edin.) 
Pry ce-J ones,  Lt.CoL  Edward 
Purvis,  Rotert 
Raseh,  Major  Frederic  Canje 
i  Re*lmond,  .1,  E.  (WalerforJ) 
i  Ren s haw,  iliarles  Bine 
j  Ren  tool,  Jame-^  Alexander 
'  Rol>ert.'*on,  Herl^ert  (HackLey) 
Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Konnd,  J  amen 

RuMsel  I  Jien.  F.  S.  |  Cheit4?nh'm) 
Rnssiell,  T.  W,  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Sas^oon,  Sir  F>dward  .\lhert 
Savory,  Sir  Josej^h 
Scoble,  Sir  Anrlrew   Richard 
Seely,  Cliarles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
SUarpe,  William  Edward  T. 


1147 


Sertiee 


I  COMMONS} 


Franrhisr  Bill, 


IHd 


Sbaw-Btowart,M.  H.(  Renfrew) 
Sidelxjtham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
SyehottOTii,   Wm.  (Derhysli.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Smith,  Ja>5 .  I *ark er  ( Lanarks. ) 
ISpencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Edw,  J  as,  (SomerBet) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Laniheth) 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  JolinM. 
Stock,  JamcK  Henry 
Stone^  Sir  Hetijaniin 
Thornlmrn,  Walter 
ToinlinHon,  Wni.  Ed.  Mnrray 


Tritton,  Charlea  Ernest 
Uf^homet  Thomas 
Vincent.  Col  Sir  C.  E,  Howard 
Walrond,  Kt.  Hon.  SirWjiLH. 
Warde,  Lieut.  -Col .  ( *.  E.  j  Ken t) 
Warr,  Au^^iistuK  Frederick 
Wehster,  R.  (u  |St.  Panoras) 
Went  worth,  Hrii(!eC.  Vernon- 
^V  harton,  Ht.  Hmi-John  Lloyd 
Whiiely,  (leorge  (Stockport) 
Whiteley.H.  (As*h  ton -under*  L. 
Willox,  Sir  Jolin  Archibald 
Wilson,  J ,  W.  (Worcestersh.  N^ ) 


Wodehouse,Rt.nn  E.R(Bilk, 

Wolff,  (Jnstav  Wilhelm 
Wy  1  ie«  .\  J e  X and  er 
Wyndhani  Quin,  Major  \V 
Wyvill,  Marrnadnke  I>*Aii 
Young,  Conmiander  ( Berkil 


Tellers  for  the  Noes^ 
Sir  IJlundell  Maple  and 
(Zap  tain  JeaseL 


Mk.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.):  I 
wish  to  move  an  Amend nient  limiting  the 
application  of  the  Bill  to  England  and 
^cotlaiul. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  I  think  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  ought  to  come 
in  at  the  end  of  the  Bill, 

Mr.  T.  M.  HKiVLY^  In  that  case  it 
would  have  to  Le  in  the  form  of  a  new 
clause,  and  I  could  not  move  it  without 
notice. 

*Mb.  speaker  :  I  think  it  might  lie 
moved  as  an  Amendment  to  Clause  3. 

Sir  J.    BLUNDELL    MAPLE:    The 
effect  of  the  Amendment   I  now  propose 
will  he  to  put  back  the  Bill  into  cxjictly 
the    same    position    as    it    was  when    I 
introiluced  it,  and  before  that  little  error, 
as   1  consider    it,    of    my    hon.    friends 
opposite  occurred  last  Wednesday,  when 
they  voted  to   omit    the  wordy  whicfi   I 
propose  to  reinsert.     By  leaving  out  these  I 
words  the  spirit  that  pervaded  ihu  service  I 
fmiichisc,  ever   since  it  was  adopted  l»y 
the  late    Mi\    Gladstone,    was    entirely  i 
altered.     The    object    of    this    Bill  was  I 
simply  to  restore  the  franchise  to  certain 
classes   of   service    employees,  who  w^ere 
disfranchised  by  a  decision  of  a  Court  of 
Appeal 

Amendment  proposed — 

'■In  pti^o  1,  line  6,  after  the  word  'ctnploy- 
nifnt,' to  insert  tho  wordi^'and  the  ilweOing' 
house  i.*<  not  inhalntt^d  ljy  anv  person  under 
whom  Hueh  man  nerves  in  such  oftice,  service, 
or  ctnployrnent/ "— (.5>»r  BlundcU  Mapk.) 

Q  ues t ion  proposed — 
"That  thoHC  words  lie  there  inserted." 
*Sni  CHiUiLES  DILKE :  At  the  time 
of     the     introduction     of     the    .service 
franchise    in    1B84    the   only    objection  | 
taken  to  it  by    the    C'Onservative  Party 
was  on  this  point,  and  it  was  made  by  the  ' 


Leader  of  that  Party.  Sir  .-^tatior. 
Xoithcote  in  an  oxtraonlinarily  short 
speech  said  :— 

**  lender  this  clause,  if  a  Mini.Hter  did  vm- 
inhahit  a  pul4ie  ofKco  assicjneil  to  hjm»  th« 
oltire- keeper  would  have  a  vote  ;  on  the  other 
hand,  it  would  he  that  if  a  Min'u^ter  uocn|iteii 
the  houne  asadwellinjLT,  the  ottieeke^perwottlii 
lose  hi-s  vote." 

Now,   the    absurdity  which  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote   pointed  out  on  that  occasion 
was  again  pointed  out  the  other  day,  and 
we  think  the  time  has  come  to  do"  away 
with  these  restrictions  which  are  involved 
in  the  woiTlstho  horu  Baronet  proposefl  to 
put  IwK'k  in  the  Bdl,     I  frankly   c-     ' 
that     we    designed    by  the    AtfienM 
moved  la^t  Wednesday  to  make  .^ 
hole  in  the  existing  compKeat»id  fraru 
fis  to   make  it  certain  that  a  broad 
simple     fianchise     would      be     sm»« 
adopted.       Wo    shall    certainly  take 
opinion   of  the   Hou^e  lief  ore    we    allc 
the  decision  of  the  House  last  Wednea^ 
to  be  reversed,  and  if  we   ai^e  beaten  , 
will  show,  I  think,  the  hoUowness  of  t| 
pretence  that  this  is  a  large  extension 
the  franchise,  and  that  we  are  in  fave, 
of  a  much  fuller  and  simpler  franchise, 

Mr.  ROBERT  AVALLACE:  In  regard 
to  this  particular  Amendment,  I  wish  to 
point  out  to  the  hon.  Baronet  opposite 
that  on  the  Second  Reading  I  atat«~ 
that  whilst  we  could  not  but  reeognii 
that  there  was  a  grievance  to  be  redress* 
at  the  same  time  there  was  a  danger  tfc 
in  striving  to  remefly  that  grievance 
would  probably  introduce  a  great 
anomaly  than  at  present  exists.  I  ve 
tured  to  ask  the  hon.  Baronet  in  char 
of  the  Bill  at  the  time  of  the  Seeotu 
Keading  how  he  proposed  to  de*al  witll 
the  lodger  question,  and  I  got  from  him  a 
pledge,  which  the  hon.  Baronet  has  per- 
haps forgotten,  in  regard  to  the  subject 
matter  of  this  very  Amendment.  I 
point^I  out  that  in  a  lai'gc  part  of   Lon- 


I 


I 

I 


I 
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lion,  but  especially  in  the  warchouaefi 
eet^ililislied  in  the  West  Crritml  dm 
trict,  the  employees  thero  resident  were 
deprived  of  their  8er\Hee  franchise  owing 
to  the  fact  that  their  eniphjyors,  who  re- 
sided ordinarily  beyond  the  mileage  limit* 
kept  a  l>edrcK:im  in  the  warehouse  for 
their  occasional  nm.  By  that  means 
the  employers  obtained  for  themselves  an 
occupation  franc!ii8e,  but  they  deprived 
all  those  who  were  resident  in  these  large 
blocki5  of  i»uildings  of  the  service  fran- 
chise. 
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SiH  J,  BLUNDELL  MAPLE:  What  I 
said  at  that  time,  and  I  &!iy  it  now,  was 
that  if  the  hon.  and  learned  (Jentiematj, 
or  any  other  hon.  Member^  will  bring  for- 
ward a  Bill  to  do  away  with  that  anomaly 
I  would  support  it  ;  but  I  cannot  consent 
to  deal  with  the  raatter  in  this  Bill. 

Mh.  ROBERT  WALLACE  :  I  am  far  j 
from  charging  the  hon.  Bfironet  with  a 
breach  of  faith,  but    I  did  put  thi§  diffi-  [ 
cdty  before  him  on  the  Second   Reading, 
and  I  lutderstooil  the  hon.  Baronet  to  ^\y 
that  he  wuuld  strive  to  remedy  it  in  con- 


kind  is  necessary.  The  lodger  may  either 
piiy  rent,  or  he  may  occujiy  his  room 
or  rocjms  under  the  condition  of  ix^udering 
servic<?8,  and  if  his  services  ai*e  of  the 
equivalent  value  of  £10  a  year,  *us  long  as 
he  is  not  compelled  by  his  contract  to 
reside  on  the  premises,  he  is  entitled  to 
the  lodger  franchise,  I  want  to  ask  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  why  they  are  going 
to  select  one  particular'  class^  of  lodgers 
and  give  them  the  franehise,  and  deprive 
all  other  lodgers  of  the  franchise  under 
the  existing  law.  The  loilgers  you  are 
selecting  to  give  the  franchise  to^ire  the 
class  least  suiUible  for  the  privilege. 
They  are  dependent,  resicbjig  on  tlie 
premises,  and  under  the  corjtrol  of  the 
employer,  liaWe  to  be  enfnmchised  or 
distranehised  at  any  moment  by  their 
employer  ;  while  the  other  lodgers  whom 
you  are  exehiding  from  the  franchise 
are  independent  lodgers— in  fact  tenants, 
occupying  their  o\^^l  room  ami  under  the 
crjntrol  of  no  one.  In  the  one  case, 
you  have  full-grown  men  and  women, 
married  it  may  be,  quite  independent;  in 
the  other  case  you  have  youths  of  "11  or 


nection  with  this  BilL     I  may  have  mis- !  --  years  of  age,  absolutely  dependent  on 
apprehended  him.  of  course.     The  clause    t'heir  employers,  and  yet  you  select  them 


a$  it  stands  w«.»uld,  it  is  true,  remedy  that 
which  a!l  recognise  as  an  undoubted 
grievance^     I   am   not   speakifig  in   any 


for  the  franchise  while  you  refuse  the 
i|ualification  to  the  others.  It  is  for  that 
reason  that  while  this  clause  remains  as  it 


hostile  spirit  against   the  Bill,  but  I  am    i"*  it  is  impossible  to  support  this  part  of 
most  unwulling  that    a  greater  grievance    "*'"    '^'^      ^    ^^    ~'^  ' 
should  be  raised  hy  pressing  the  Amend- 
ment on  this  measure  than  the  grievance 
which    ia    j)roposed    to   be    taken   away. 
I  shall  iKJuit  out  how  this  difficulty  arose. 
A  list  is  made  out  at  present  of  tlmse  who 
are  occupiers  of  dwelling-houses  in  London, 
and  the  courts  of  law  decided  that  pjirt  of 
a  house  or  dwelling  where  the  landlord 
w*iis  non-rcFideut  would  come  within  the 
definition   of   the    oecupition    fmuehise, 
and       consetpiently       all      those      who 
occupy     different     rooms    in    a    house 
were     put     on     the     list    as    occupiers. 
But    they    stuck   to   the   principle   that 
as  long  as  a  land  Ion  I   haii  a  rtjom  in  the 
houae,  and  oceupie<l  it,  there  coidd  be  no 
other  occupier,  and   that  all  the  others 
resident  in  the  house  w^ere  simply  lo<igcrs. 
Now,  may  1  point  out  lo  the  H»>use  the  , 
eftwt  of  that  decision,      A  lodger  only  I 
obtains    his   vote   on   condition   that  he  I 
occupies  a  particuhir  part  of  a  house  of  a  I 
certain  aiu\ual  value^      A  great  dwd  of , 
miaundemanding  arose  from  the  fact  that  , 
it   was  suppose*!  that  the  loilger  should  i 
^jpay  .£10  por  aanum.     But  nothing  of  tlie  , 


the  BilL  I  do  not  know  whether  my 
hon.  and  learned  friend  the  Solicitor- 
General  wotdd  for  one  moment  accept  the 
Bill  on  behalf  of  the  (Tijvernment  in  the 
form  it  stands  to-day.  I  am  perfectly 
certain  that,  knowing  my  hoti.  and  learne<l 
friend  the  Solicitor-General  iis  a  gi'eat 
lawyer,  he  \v\W  tell  this  House  that  to 
pass  the  Bill  as  it  stands  to-day  is  to 
destroy  a  ^jualitication  existing  at  present 
for  the  franchise.  I  ask,  in  all  sinceritr, 
is  it  not  a  great  pity  to  tinker  in  this 
manner  wuth  the  franchise  (  1  am  not 
referring  to  questions  which  are  contro- 
versial ;  I  am  not  discussing  whether  it  is 
necessary  to  shorten  the  term  of  occupa- 
tion, or  the  que.Htion  of  one  man  one 
vote,  but  I  am  simply  pointing  out  to  the 
Solicitor-General  how,  by  two  lines  iw 
this  Bill,  he  could  rennive  orje  of  the 
greatest  inequalittes  existing  in  regard  to 
the  franehise.  He  might  introduce  a  pre- 
vision something  like  this  :  that,  as  to  all 
persons  who  oceupy  a  part  of  any  premises 
under  circumstances  in  which,  if  the 
laritliords  or  employers  were  not  resi- 
dent,    they     woidd      bo     held      to     be 
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inhabiting  occupiers,  the  presence  of  the 
employers  or  landlords  should  not 
disqualify  tbem  from  being  registerc*!. 
I  say  at  once  if  anybody  stays  to  consifler 
the  efteit  of  this  Atnendtnent  they  will 
find  this  distinction  :  as  a  «jnestion  of  kw, 
lodgers'  and  occupiers*  /jualifi cations  are 
precisely  the  same.  Where  the  landlord 
resides  in  the  basement  the  persons 
occupying  the  house  are  lodgerSj  but  if 
the   landlord   controls  hh  house  in    the 


Mk.  ASQUITH  (Fife,  E) :  The  ob]V 
tion  we  on  this  side  have  to  the  Bill  in 
its  present  foirti  is  twofold  :  first,  it  is  too 
far-reaching,  ant!  it  dt>es  not  deal  direelly 
with  the  subject,  but  deals  with  it  hy  a 
side  wind.  This  is  a  tinkering  attempt 
to  deal  with  a  very  small  part  of  a  f  try 
large  question,  which  will  produce  d(A 
greater  uniformity  in  the  law,  r»ut  gi?« 
rise  to  a  fresh  set  of  anomalies  and  injua- 
tices.     The  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  rein- 


same  way  but   lives  next  door  they  are  \  troduce  to  the  suffrage  a  class  whieh  maj 


occupiers,  1  am  f[uite  sui'e  the  Solieitor- 
Oeneral  would  not  defend  this  Amend- 
fnent^  and  I  ask  him  now  to  give  us  some 
assurance  that  he  will  introihice  an 
Amendment  on  some  such  lines  as  I 
have  suggested.  If  he  does  that  he 
wdll  receive  the  cordial  support  of  all 
those  who  sit  upon  this  side  of  the 
House. 

Sir  R.  B.  FINLAY  :  1  am  afraid  1 
cannot  do  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  suggests, 
and  I  think  I  will  leave  that  to  Tuy  hon. 
and  learned  friend  when  he  in  hh  turn 
has  to  fill  the  position  1  niiw  hold.  I  am 
personally  in  favour  of  re-introducing  the 
words  strnck  out  in  Committee,  fiecausi* 
to  my  mind  the  alteration  made  in  C*oin- 
mittee  will  have  a  very  far-reaching  effect, 
not  in  the  way  of  a  direct  dealing  with 
the  subject,  but  by  a  side  wind.  The  dis- 
tinction i>etween  a  lodger  and  an  occupier 
may  be  shortly  described  in  this  way  :  \ 
where  the  landlord  resides  upon  the ' 
premises  in  which  a  man  lives  the  man  is  j 
a  IcKlger,  and  where  he  resides  in  a 
house  in  which  the  landlord  does 
not  live  he  is  an  occupier.  Those 
who  now  have  the  service  franchise 
get  it  as  occupiei^,  not  as  lixlgers, 
and  if  you  provide  that  these  also 
to    have  the  service    franchiiJie 


be  called  dependent  votei's,  which  is  at 
present  excluded  by  the  decision  of  « 
court  of  law.  I  think  that  they  ought 
to  have  the  safiVage,  It  is  impod- 
siMe  to  separate  this  class  of  persona 
from  the  case  of  other  persons.  If  you 
are  going  to  allow  those  who,  by  virtue  of 
fee,  service,  or  employment  <K'cupy  posi- 
tions in  the  same  shop,  at  which  the  lancJ- 
lorddoes  not  reside,  to  have  the  franchise, 
how  can  y(»u  deny  the  same  privjJcgo  to 
persons  occupying  the  same  position  in 
similar  services  because  the  employer  does 
reside  on  the  premises  I  If  you  are  going 
to  deal  with  this  <|uestion  at  all  it  must 
l)e  ch^alt  with  by  a  more  logical  method. 
I  aim  speaking  I  believe  the  iiniversn) 
opinion  of  this  side  of  the  House  when  I 
say,  nut  that  we  oppose  this  Bill  bccauae 
it  extends  the  franchise,  but  wo  oppose 
this  Bill  because  it  does  not  extend  the 
franchise  in  the  only  way  that  it  should 
be  extended  by  getting  rid  of  the  lodger 
and  fjceupier  and  giving  every  man  woo 
occupies  an  inhabited  house  an  equal 
right  to  take  part  in  the  elections,  in 
whichever  character  he  occupies  that 
house, 

^  Mn,  T.  M.  HEALY  :  The  AtUirney- 
General  of  ETigland  hiis  spiken  in  a  very 
singular  way  of  the  decision  of  the  Ilmiao 


are    to    uave  tne  service    rrancmse   yon  |  ,,f  Commons,  from   whom   1  take   it  wc 
must  go  further,  ar.d  by  a  Farliamentary  I  h^ve  a  right  to  expect  somethir^g  in  the 


miracle  ciuivert  every  pej-son  who  would 
bo  a  lo<lger  into  an  occupier,  so  that,  by 
being  an  occupier,  he  may  enjoy  the  fran- 
chise independently  of  his  landlonb 
Under  those  circumstances  a  ItKlger,  who 
now  has  to  have  an  occupation  of  the 
value  of  £10,  would  enjoy  the  franchise 
aa  an  occupier  whateier  the  value  of  his 
occu|Kition  might  l>e.  I  am  fiot  going  to 
discuss  a  riuestion  of  that  khid.  I  have 
otdy  risen  foi'  the  purpose  of  piiinting  out 
how  far-reaching  tlie  alteration  was  which 
was  made  in  Committee,  and  to  say  that, 
individually,  I  intend  to  vote  against  the 
.striking  out  of  these  words. 


shape  of  wi adorn  as  a  legislative  body. 
He  also  forgets,  ciu'iously  emnigh,  that  the 
decision  he  refers  to,  which  ilistingnished 
Ix'tween  a  loflger  and  an  ordinary  house- 
lioliler,  was  disputed  by  the  Conficrvative 
Party  of  the  day.  The  hon,  and  learned 
'  I  .Member  for  Plymouth  was  coimsel  on  tho 
one  side,  ami  Lord  Russell  and  Lord 
Herschell  counsel  on  the  other,  and  they 
contende<l  for  the  view  which  we 
now  take.  Nobrwiy  referring  to  that 
deeisiun  can  deny  that  it  was  cjuiic 
against  the  Conservative  view  of  that  day. 
I  remember  that  I  a|)plied  to  I^rd 
Ilerschell  to  reverse  tlie  decision,  but  thu 
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iirgiimet)l  then  was  oi  a  tlifforeru  cha- 
racter Mr.  Glaflstones  view  wm  U>  let 
nil  the  decisions  starul  and  simply  |Miss  a 
general  Act,  am!  ^ivc  the  county 
iranchiso  the  same  position  which  the 
borough  franchise  now  enjoys.  Bu  t  let 
us  consider  what  this  Bill  suggests.  It 
BViggeKts  that  these  dependents  shall  have 
a  right  to  a  franchise  which  the  honest 
working  man,  who  pays  for  the  room  he 
occupies,  ;vill  not  have.  The  object  of 
the  Bill  is  to  present  to  a  large  class  of 
pemons,  iussistiints  in  shops,  WiUTlers^ 
attendants  in  asyhuns,  hospitals,  stable- 
men, gajxleners,  grooms,  and  policemen 
a  right  to  \  ote.  You  give  them  a  sort  of 
shifting  ijualifeation  according  as  their 
landlord  shifts  their  bunks.  At  the  mo- 
ment the  landlord  comes  to  reside  in  the 
house  they  occupy  they  are  to  lose  their 
nght  to  %'ote.  You  are  gi\ing  a  groom  or 
gai^ener  two  important  rights  that  the 
working  man  has  not  got.  He  need  not 
resi<ie  in  a  room,  but  only  in  a  Ijtmk,  and 
a  Inink  need  not  l>e  rate<i  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor.  We  talk  iibont  manhood 
BuflTrage,  Imt  what  about  gix>omhocKi 
Buffnige  1  I  protest  against  it.  I  do  not 
think  that  it  is  a  harsh  rerjnirement  that 
a  man  should  live  in  a  room  in  or<ler  to 
have  the  franchise.  If  this  Bill  is  passed 
you  might  put  two  sticks  hi  the  ground  and 
j^lingu  hammock  between  them,  and  then, 
iwinging  in  your  hammock,  say,  without 
iting  and  not  occupying  a  room,  you 
might  enjoy  the  beue^t  of  the  franchise. 
It  may  be  sjiid  to  l>e  an  anomaly,  but 
there  it  is.  Wher\  Mr.  (Tladstoue  brought 
in  this  clause  lie  was  thought  to  l>e  going 
\'ery  far,  but  he  bi'ought  it  in  in  a  state 
of  things  then  known  to  Piirljament,  and 
said  the  man  must  occupy  a  room.  I 
look  forwanl  to  the  day  when  the  couita 
will  be  occupied  in  defining  the  compart- 
ment of  a  TOimi. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order.  The 
hon.  Mend>er  is  going  into  another  part 
of  the  clause. 

Mr.  T,   M.    HEALY:  The  imme<liato 
question  lM?forc  the  House  is  whether  the 
landlord  should  occupy  the  house  or  not  i 
Heally  the  whole  thing  covers  itself  with  ' 
absurdity,   and    I    respectfully     gay    we  | 
ought  to  return  to  common-serLse,  namely,  ' 
to   the   decision  of    the    Committree   last 
week.      I  do  hope  that  the   House  will 
support  the  Committee  in  respect  of  the  ■ 
decision  at  which  the  Committee  arrived 
last  week. 
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^Seiueant  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.) : 
As  an  Irishman,  I  must  ask  to  lie  per- 
mitted to  say  a  few  words,  and  I  do  so 
because  my  hon.  frieml  the  .Memt»er  for 
fjouth  said  on  a  recent  occttsion  that  my 
scat  was  one  of  those  wdiich  was  threa* 
tenwl  by  this  legislation,  I  assume,  there- 
fore, that  this  measure  applies  to  Leland, 
and  that  being  so,  I  think  I  have  a  right 
to  complain  that  it  has  lieen  very 
inadequately  discussed  bo  far  aa  the 
interest  of  iroland  is  concerned.  Every 
stage  of  it  has  been  taken  at  a  time  when 
very  few  Irish  Members  were  present » and 
the  Bill,  if  pjLssed,  will  hsive  very  far-reach- 
ing  con5ef|uences.  The  House  hardly 
realises  how  it  will  atToct  the  general 
franchise  of  the  country,  I  trust  that 
this  Amendment  will  not  be  carried, 
because  the  only  redeeming  feature  of 
the  Bill  is  that,  as  it  now  reads»  it 
abolishes  the  distinction  bet%veen  the 
resident  ami  non-resident  employer. 
What  dilJerence  can  there  be  whether  the 
employer  resides  on  the  premises  or  not ; 
will  not  the  employee  be  equally  fitted 
for  the  franchise,  whether  he,  the  master, 
lives  on  the  premises  or  elsewhere  'I  Why 
should  the  employees  of  a  man  who  may 
live  in  one  of  the  great  squares  of  the 
West  End  be  placed  in  a  better  position 
than  those  of  a  man  who  is  obliged  to 
reside  on  the  premises  where  he  exercises 
bis  trade  or  business  1  1  cannot  conceive 
anything  more  unfair.  If  it  is  considered 
right  that  the  employees  shouk!  have  a 
right  to  A'ote,  let  them  have  it,  but  let  the 
same  principle  lie  applied  to  all  employees, 
irrespective  of  where  the  employer  may 
reside. 

Mu.  ABEL  THOMAS  (Carmarthen, 
E.)  :  If  you  read  the  definition  into  these 
proposed  words,  you  will  see  exactly  what 
you  are  going  to  do.  "  Wliere  a  man 
himself  inhabits  any  compartment 
of  a  house  by  virtue  of  any  fee, 
service,  or  employment^  and  the  compart- 
ment is  not  inhaliited  by  anyone  else  " — 
that  clearly  means  so  long  as  the  master 
does  not  share  the  compartment— *' he  shall 
have  a  vote,"  that  is  exactly  what  every- 
body wants  to  avoid,  as  1  understtind 
If  hon.  Members  will  only  read  the 
Amendment  with  the  definition,  the 
whole  matter  is  too  clear  for  argument. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  This 
subject  is,  as  I  thitik,  of  very  great  im- 
portance, and  certainly  Irish  Members 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  discussing 
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the  Bill  as  it  shonkl  be  ilisciissod.  i  was 
niuler  the  impression  that  the  Bill  wim 
conlintjd  in  its  apph'cation  to  PjUglawl^  hot 
as  it  hfts  general  application,  anil  is  quite 
u&  important  to  Irelaiul  jvs  to  Eni^hmd, 
and  a»  we  have  had  no  opi>urtiinity  to 
disciisa  it,  and  we  cannot  hope  to  disciis^ 
it  jn  five  minutes^  1  shall  be  obliged  to 


take  np  at  least  three  times  that  amoimt 
of  tinii'  in  disciia.sing  this  t^nl>ject,     I  lifig 
to  mo^X'  the  a4:ljoimjrnetit  of  the  Debate. 
Motion  ouide,  and  Question  put — 

"  Thiit  the  Delmte  be  now  adjonmed/' 

The  House  divided  :    Ayes,  139;   Noefl 

187.     (Division  List  No.  190.) 


AbrahaTii,  WilliaTii  {Khoiidda) 

Allan»  William  (Gatesk^jiul) 

Allen,  W. ( Newe. -rmd'r-Lyme) 

Allison,  ItoWri  Am  Ire  w 

Ash  ton.  Thcmitui  tiitir 

Kaker,  Sir  John 

Barlow^  Jolm  Eiiiitiott 

Barry,  E.  {Cork,  S.) 

Bftvley,  Tiionia«  (Derhyahire) 

Billson,  Alfreci 

Birretl,  Augustine 

Broadhursij  Henry 

Btithariau,  Tliom^ia  Kybum 

Uiirns,  John 

Burt,  Thomas 

Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Cabi  well,, Sanies 

Cameron,  Rohert  (Durham) 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Clark,'Dr.  G.  B,(Caitluies9-ah,) 

Colville,  John 

CoDimiDs,  Andrew 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Croiuhie,  John  Williaut 

Curran,  Thomas*  B.  (Donegal) 

Dalziel,  James  Henry 

Dav  ie«31  \^uhdinn  (Cardig'n) 

!>avitt,  Michael 

Ditke,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  CtiarleK 

Dillon,  John 

Donelan,  CanUiin  A. 

Dooijan.  I*.  1 . 

DucKWortlj,  JauiCH 

IJunn,  Sir  Willianj 

Evans,  Samuel  T,  tUlamti'j^ii) 

Evans,  Sir  F.  H,  (S*>atha"ton) 

Karrel.  JameH  P.  tCavan,  \V.) 

Fenwick,  (1mi  le^i 

Feri^uson,  K,  C.  Mnuro(Leith} 

Ffr«nch,  Pet«r 

Fitzniaurice,  Lord  Edmond 

Flavin,  Michael  Josepli 

Foi^t^r,  Sir  \V.  (Derby  Co.) 

Fox.  Dr.  Joseph  Fraueis 

(ribney,  James 

idadst'one,  lU.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 

Goddard.  Daniel  Ford 

Gold,  Charles 


Aird,  John 

Allsopp,  Hon.  Oeorjre 

Anstruther,  H.  T. 

Archdale,  Edward  Mer\yn 

Arrol.  Sir  William 

Ballot, Ci^-pt.  Joi^eeline  FitzKoy 

Bauev.  Janja*^  { Wat  won  h) 

Build,  John  Geo.  Alexander 

BaMwin,  Alfred 

Ban  1  tury .  V red eri «■  k  i  1  eo r^e 

BarryjU  HnAH, Smith  i  H'nts 

ISiiTtoa,  Dunbar  IMunketl 

Befichdit.Hn.SirM.H.!  Bristol) 


AYES. 

Gnrdon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 

Hammoiub  .lolm  (Carhnv) 

Harcourt,  lit.  Hon.  Sir  W, 

Harwood,  George 

Hayne»  Kt.  Hon.  Cha-s.  Scale- 

Hazell,  Waller 

Healy^  Tli«uias  .1.  (Wexford) 

Healv, Timothy  M.  (N.  l.oiith) 

Hedderwick,  lliomaK  C-  H. 

Hem  p  U  i  1 1 ,  K  t.  H  n .  i '  I  la  r  1  es  H . 

Holland,W.  H.(York,W.R.) 

Homitnan,  Frederit  k  Jolin 

Mutton,  Alfreil  E.  (Morley) 

Jaeohy,  Jame«  Alfred 

J  oh nHoU' Ferguson,  Jabez  E, 

.foicey,  Sir  James 

Jones,   Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 

Jordan,  Jeremiah 

Kay-Siiuttleworth,  Ut  HnSirU 

Kearlev,  Hudson  E, 

Kiibritle,  Denix 

Kinlwhj  Sir  John  George  S, 

Kitstjn,  Sir  Jaines 

Lan^ley,  Batty 

Law^on,  Sir  W  ilfrid  (Cumber.) 

Len^',  Sir  John 

heuty,  Thomas  Bichmond 

Lewi's,  John  Herbert 

I  Joyd-tieorge,  David 

Longh,  Thoma'* 

Lyeil,  Sir  Leonard 

JVfacaleese,  l>aniel 

^  I  ar !  N  eil  1 ,  -I  o  h  u  < !  orJ  on  S  w  i  f t 

M  Arthur,  Wm.  ( Cornwall | 

jM'Ewau,  William 

M'tJhet*.  Hie  hard 

M  Kenna,  Betijinald 

M'Leod,  .lohu 

.\faddii-on,  Fretl. 

Ma  Jen,  John  Henrv 

ISIeilor,  BU  Hn.  J.^V.  (Vorks) 

Molloy,  Bernard  I'harles 

Morgan,  .1.  L.  (Carmarthen) 

Morpan,  W.  \\  (Merthyr) 

Morley,  Charle?*  { Breconslure) 

Morriu^  Samuel 

Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 

MosH,  Samuel 

NOES. 

Begg,  Ferdinand  Faitlifull 
Bemrose, Sir  Heury  Howe 
Bethel  1,  Com  man  tier 
Bh(»wnairgree,  Sii  M.  M. 
Bicwood,  JameB 
Bin,  Charles 
B1aki>ttondloU!«lun,  John 
Blundelh  ColonH  Henry 
Boulnois,  Fdninnd 
B rook ii eld,  A,  Monttigu 
Bnti'hiT,  John  tiworue 
Campbell.Bi  Hn.J..4(4ilaJ'|:ow 
Ca V en  d  is^h ,  \'    C .  W . ( Per l>y . ) 


Norton,  Capt.  Ceeil  WLBiAm 
O'Brien*  J.  F.  X  (Cork) 
OT^onnor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool^ 
Oldniyd,  Mark 
PauItA)n,  Janies  MeOor 
Perks,  Bobert  ^Villiam 
F*ickard,  lienjamin 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  liol>ert  John 
Priesiley,  Briggs  (Yorks) 
Reckitt,  Harold  Janiea 
Biehardson,  J,  {Oarhain.S.E.) 
Kickett,  J.  Com[»ton 
Uohert*^,  John  Bryn  (Eition) 
Koche,  John  {Eant  Gal  way) 
Samuel  J.  (St+>ckton-on  Teai) 
Schwann,  Charles  E. 
S4'ott,  C.  Prestwieh  (Leigh) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  -L  ( ForfarnliLre) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Spice  r,  ARiert 

Steadman,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  l*nuicis  S, 
Sullivan,  Donal  tWe8tmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegab  Wd 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomaa,  Abel  {Carmarthen,  E. 
Thomaw,  A.  {Glamori'an,  E.^ 
Trevelyan,  CImrles  Pinltpa 
\Vallace,  Kobert 
Walton,  Jose^ih  (BaruMley) 
Wedderburn,  Sir  Wijlittm 
W>ir,  James  Galloway 
Whittaker,  TlioimtH  I'alm;^ 
Williams,  John  (\  (Notts.) 
Wilwn,  H.  J.  (York,  W,fL) 
Wilson,  ♦John  (Dnrhani,  Mid,) 
Wilson,  John  {(iovan) 
Wilson,  J,  H.  (Middleabroutfh) 
W(MRlhuuse,Sir  J  .T.  ( HMd'i-S'd 
Woo<ls,  Samel 

j  Youngs  Samuel  (Cavan,  Flaall 

'  YoxalK  James  Heniy' 

Tlvl.LEHS     FOR     TJ£E     AVES— 

Mr.  Clancy  and  Mr.  Hay- 
den. 


Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford.  E.) 
tJarke,Sir  IvJwar»i  (Pij^rnouth 
<iough,  Walter  Owen 
CcHldingtoii,  Sir  \\  illiam 
Cochill,  Douglas  Harr^* 
Cohen,  Benjamin  J^uLh 

Col  lings,  [It,  Hon,  Jewse       

Colston,  Cha''-  Kd.  E.  A  thole 
Cooke.  C.  W.  n,  (Hereford) 
Corljett,  A.  Cameron  (Gla^;;.) 
C«Hirtney.  PL  Hn.  I.eonartl  H. 
rripi»H.  Chaile?*  A  If  ret! 
,  Vroi^  A I  e  xand  er  (G  lasgo  w ) 
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Croes,  Herb.  SbtjpU*rl  (Bolton)  | 
Criityas,  Willmin  rJoQaldsuii 
Dallii;u%  Col.  riiilip  Hugli        I 
havk's.  Sir  I  lor.  il.  O'bathaiu 
Denny,  ( 'olwiel  I 

Dixon  Hart  1  ami,  Sir  l*\  Dixuu 
Donkin,  Kiclianl  Sim 
Porinirtori^  Sir  Jolin  Edward 
l*ouL'fity,  (ieorge  I 

Do X ford,  WiUUm  Theodore 
D nicker,  A. 

Dancoml>e,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke.  Hi.  Hon.  Sir  W.  Hiirt 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton     I 
Elliot,  Hon.  AJtalph  Dou^la** 
FercuHrion,  Kt.Hn.SirJ.  (Xfn'r  , 
Field,  Admiral  (E!lastlx)urne)    ' 
Finch,  i  reor^e  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Coberfc  Bannatyne  I 
FirViank,  .loMei>li  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes  | 

Fison,  Frederick  William         ; 
FitzWy^rani,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  l"'ortes€iie  I 

Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Fed  kes tone,  \'thtronnt 
Garfit,  William 
Gtdce.  Sydney 
UiblMins,  J.  Lloyd 
tJiles.  Charles  Tyrrell 
(^kjldsworthy,  Major  General 
<Fordon.  Hon.  John  Edward 
GosHien,  tieorged.  (Sussex) 
iiooldiii52f,  Edward  Alfred 
Gourley,  Sir.  E.  Tenijiorley 
Graliani,  Henry  Uoliert 
Gmy.  FrrieMt  (fresi  Ham) 
(irt^ene,  Henry  D.  (Shrewsb'ry 
t  !r«Htim,  John 
(lunter,  (  olonel 
Hall,  lit.  Hon.  Sir  Gharfes 
HaiiHon,  Sir  llej^nald 
Hardy,  l^aurencM 
Hare,  Thomas  Lei;L;h 
Heath,  Jame» 
Helder,  Anj^ustuB 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  FM.  Hroflie(Hamnste&d 
Hoare,  San  me  I  tNorwi*:n) 
Hohhou»0,  Henry 
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Howard,  Joseph 
Hosier,  Hon.  James  Hy.  Gecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hiitchiiisun.rajjtJ  i.  W.Gricti- 
Jebb,  llichard  i  laverluiiise 
Johnston,  William  (tSelfast) 
Kenyon,  J  am  en 
Kenyon-Slaney,  G<>b  William 
Kim  her,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowlef5,  Lees 
Labouchere,  Heniy 
Laurie,  Lieut. -C  General 
Lawrence,  Sir  E.  Dtim'gjCorn. 
LawBon,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
1-rei^h  Bennett,  Henry  Gurri« 
Llewellyn,  E.  H.  (Somerf^t) 
Llewelyn,  Sir  D.  (SwaoFica) 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Krskine 
Long,  Rt  Hn,  Wahei-  {L'vkwI) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yaixle  BuUcr 
Ma^dona,  John  Gnmming 
Maclver,  David  (Liv^erjtool) 
M 'Arthur, Charles  lLiverf>ooi) 
M*Killop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Milward.  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  CharleR  Jame-*^ 
Moon,  Edward  Itobert  Pacy 
More,  Kobt,  Jasper  (Sh tops h.) 
Morgan,  Hon  .  Fre4.  { Mon,) 
Morrell,  <ieorge  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walt-er 
Morton,  ArthurH.  A. (DeptfM) 
Murray,  Bt.  Hn.  A.il.  (Biit«) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham(  Bath) 
Myprs,  William  Henry 
Newark.  Visj>onnt 
Nichoiwon.  William  Grahatii 
Nh'ob  Donald  Ninian 
Urr-Ewinjjjt  Cliarle'^  Lindsay 
Palmer,  Sir  t\  M    (Durhafu) 
Parke**,  Eljenezer 
Pease,  h-  Pike  (Darlinj^ ton) 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Kotiert 
Pilkinj5t>on,  B.(Lanci-^.Newt'n) 
PowuUj  Sir  Frant:i«  Sharp 
Priestley,  Sir  W,  U.  (Edlnb.) 


Fmnehisf  Bill 


1158 


PryceJonos,  Li.  Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Holiert 

1  t(kl  I nond ,  J  o h  n  E.  ( Wate rf ord ) 
Flench  aw,  Charles  Bine 
llentoul,  Janiei<  Alexamler 
UotlischildtHon,  Lionel  Walter 
Bound,  James 

Kua&elL  Gen.  F.  S.  (Chelte'm 
Russell,  T,  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Sassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Shaape,  William  EdwarrI  T. 
Sidebotbam,  J.  W^  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,  Wni.  (Derl>ysh.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Karringion 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanaks) 
Spencer,  F>nest 
StAnley*  Ed.  tfas,  (Somerset) 
Stajiley^  Henry  M»  (Lambetli) 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  MTaggart 
Stirling'Maxweli,  Sir  J,  lil. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Th  orb  urn,  Walter 
Tomliniion,  W,  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C.  E.  H, 
Walrond,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  Wm.  H, 
Warde,  Lt.-Col.  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  R.  G.  (St.  Pancras) 
Welby,  Lieut,  Col  A.  C  E. 
Went  worth,  Bnice  C.  Vernon* 
Wharton,  Kt.  Hon.  J.  Lloyd 
Whiteb^y,  R.  ( Anhtonnnd' L. ) 
Whit  more,  Clii,T.ries  Alj^emon 
\\'illox,  Sir  John  Archibabl 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worce-Vhr.  N.) 
Wodehouae,  lUllnE.K.  illathj 
Wolli;  (;u.stav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,  Bt,  Hon.  C.  B.  S, 
Wylifv,  Alexander 
Wyndhani  i^iin.  Major  W.H. 
Wy\il,  Mariuaiiukc  D'Arcy 
Young,  Com'andV  (Berks,  EO 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  Blundell  Maple  and 
Captain  JesseL 


Question  again  proposed — 
"That  those  words  l»e  there  inserted." 

Dehato  arising,  and  it  lieiiig  after  half- 
past  Five  of  the  clock,  Mt%  Speaker  pro- 
eeedeil  to  intemipt  the  husinesis. 


Whereupon  Sir  Blundell  ^laple  rose  in 
his  place,  and  claimod  to  move — 
**That  the  Quej^tion  l»e  now  put," 

Question  piit^ — 

**Tlmt  the  Qiietstion  \m  now  put/' 

The  House  divided  :     Ayes,  185 ;  Noes, 
143.     (Division  List  No.  191.) 


Aird,  John 

Allen,WjNewc,  underLynio) 
Allf^^ipp,  Hon.  (ieorge 
Anstruther,  H,  T, 
Arcbdale,  P>d\vard  Mervyn 
Aniobl,  Alfred 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Bagot,  rapt    I.  FitzRoy 


AYES. 

Bailey,  Jarncis  (Walworth) 
Hairtf,  J,  <k'or;:e  AU'xauder 
Ualdwin*  Alfred 
llanburw  Frederick  Heorge 
Biu-rv\I^t.Hon.A.H;S  <Huntft 
Barton,  iHinbai  Tlunket 
BeachJit.Hn.STr\f  H  (Hristoi 
B^gg,  Ferdinand  Faithful  I 


Bemrose,  Sir  H*  H, 
Bhownag^cree,  Sir  M.  M» 
Bi)jrworjd,  .Ianie.s 
Bill,  Charles 

Blakiston-Hoiis^ton,  Chariea 
HluTirlelb  Cidonel  Henry 
Boulnois,  Edoiund 
Brofikheld,  A.  Montague 


Butcher,  John  George 
CAaipbellJU.Hn.A.J.(Glaa\v) 
CaventlLsh, V,  C.  W.  (iJerliVre) 
C«c-il,  Evelyn  (HertfOTil,  E.) 
Clarke,  Sir  Eiiw.  (Plynioiith) 
Cluu^h,  Walter  Owen 
Coddini^tOTi,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Itouglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Uenjaitiin  Louis 
CoUings,  Itt.  Hon.  .Fosse 
i'nlston,  Chas.  E,  H,  Athole 
Vfmke,  C.  W.  IL  (Hereford) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (GrPja;' w) 
Courtney,  Rt.  Hon.  L.  H. 
Cripiw,  Charles  Alfr&d 
(Jroaa,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Crohs,  Herliert  S.  (Bolton) 
Crudd&s,  William  Dotiali^son 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Fhllip  Hugh 
Davies,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dixon- Hartl and,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Don  kin,  Kicharci  Sim 
Dorington.  Sir  John  Edward 
Doo^htv,  George 
Doxford»  William  Theo^lore 
Drucker,  A. 

DirncomW,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Kt  Hn.SirWilliRmHiirt 
Ecerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
KHiot,  Hon.  A.  Kal|i]i  1>. 
V'er^ti  sso  n ,  R  t.  H  n ,  S  ir  .1 .  ( Man . ) 
Field,  Admiral  (Eajstljonriie) 
Finch^  George  H, 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyiie 
Eirbank,  dosofdi  Thomas 
Fi»*her»  William  Haycn 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fits^Wygram.  <  ieiieral  Sir  1*'. 
Flannery,  Sir  I'ortesctie 
Fletcher,  Sir  llenr>' 
l^lower,  Ernest 
Folke-Ktone,  \'iH*'oiint 
Garfit,  William 
G'edgt;,  Sydney 
GiblwinH,  J.  Lloyd 
iMlQs,  Cliai  les  Tyrrell 
Goldsworthy,  Mkjor-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  Jolin  Edward 
iiosrhen,  George  J.  (Siisnex) 
Gouldiii^,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  liobert 
i  *  ray ,  E  rn  est  ( \V  es  t  H  am ) 
iireene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 


Abraham,  William  (Hhonnda) 
Allan,  Willianj  (Gateshead) 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Aahton,  Thomas  t^air 
Raker,  Sir  John 
Rarlow,  John  Emmott 
Rarry,  E.  (Cork,  8.) 
Bayl**y,  Thomas  (Derbyfthire) 
Hiflson,  Alfred 
Birrell,  Aognstine 
Broadbnrst,  Henry 
Rranner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Ryburn 
Bump,  John 
J5uri,  Thoma* 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell,  Jamed 
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Gunt^r,  Colonel  | 

Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charly^ 
Hanson,  Sij-  Reginald 
Hanly,  Laurence 
Haro,  Thomas  Leigh 
lleaih,  James 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  Edw.  B.  (Hamphtead) 
Hoarc,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhoutie,  Henry 
Houldsw'orth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howard,  Joseph 
Hozier,  Hon.  Ja.s.  Henry  Cecil 
Hublmrd,  Hon,  Evelyn 
H utehin»on,Capt.G.  W,  Grice- 
-lebb,  RiehaiTl  Clavcrhoase 
.John ston ,  W i \  1  iai u  (Be  1  f iis t ) 
Kenjon,  James 
Kcnyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kimlier,  Henry 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowle^,  Lees  " 
Labou e here ,  H  en  ry 
Laurie,  Ijieut. -General  ' 

Lawrence^SirE,  Dumg-tCorn  , 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Vorkfi.) 
Leigh- Bonne tt»  Henry  t'urrie 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H.  (Somerset) 
LI  e  wely  n ,  Sir  Dil  I  wy  n  -  ( S  w*ns'a 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Liverpmil} 
Lopea,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Macdona,  *lohn  Camming         . 
Maclver,  David  f Liverpool) 
M' Arthur,  Tlmrlea  (Liverpool) 
M'Killop,  James  ' 

Malcolm,  Ian 
Mark."*,  Henry  Hananel 
M^t'llor,   Cohinel    (Lancashire)  , 
Mihv«^ril. Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  C  h  ar  I  m  .  f  a  n  i  es  | 

Moon,  Edward  Bobert  Paey      , 
ft  I  ore,  Rob  t.  pi  asi)er(Sl i  ro  j>sh  i  re ) 
Morgan,  Hon.  F.  (Monm'thsh 
Morrell,  (ieorgo  Herljert  i 

Morton.  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Murray,  Rt.Hon.  A,  G.(liate) 
Murray,  Col    W.  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Niebolnon,  William  G. 
Nicol,  Domdd  Ninian 
Hrr  Ewing,  Gimrles  Lindsay 
l*arke8,  Ebenczer 
Pea^,  IL  i\  (Darlington) 

NOES, 

Carvill,  PatrickGeo.  Hamilton  ' 

Cams  ton,  Richard  Knight 

Cawley,  Frederick 

Claney,  John  JotW^h 

Clark,  Dr.Ci.  B.{Caithnc8a  ah. 

ColvUle,  John 

('ommins,  Andrew 

Crilly,  Daniel 

<  'rombie,  John  William 

Cm  ran,  T    B,  (Donegal) 

DalzieL  Jani*is  Henry 

Davies,  M.   V,  (Caniigan) 

Davit  I,  Michael 

Dilke,  Ut.  Hotj.  Sir  Charles 

Dillon,  Jobn 

Donelan,  Caiiiain  A. 

Doo^n,  P.  G  I 


Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Rol>ert 
Pi  I  ki  n  g  to  n ,  R .  ( r*ancs.  N  e  w  ionl 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  U.  (EdiriA 
Pry ce-J ones,  Ll-CoI.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
lienshaw,  Charles  Hine 
Ren  ton),  James  Alexander 
Hound,  James 

RusselliGen.  F,  S.(Chel^nliaiii^ 
Rnssell,  T.  W^  (Tyrone) 
Rutheriford.  John 
SasftooTL  Sir  Ettward  Albert 
Seely.  Charles  Hilton 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidelxitham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire^ 
Sidebottoni,  W,  ( Derbyshire) 
Simeon,  Sir  l^rrington 
Smith,  Ja8.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  E-  Jas.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lamt>eth) 
Stewart.  Sir  M.  J.  IVPTa^gart 
Stirling- Max  well.  Sir  Jobii  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
T  hor bn  rn ,  Wal  t«r 
Tomlinson,  Wm,  E.  Murray 
Tritton.  Charles  Ernest 
Vincent,CoLSir  C.  E.  Howard 
Walrond,  Pit  Hn.  Sir  Wm.  H. 
Warde,  Lt,-CoL  C.  E.  (Kent) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster,  R.  G.  (St.  Pancraft) 
Welhy,  LieuL-CoL  A.  C.  E, 
Wentworth*  Bruce  C.  Vemoa* 
Wharton,  Rt,  Hn.  John  Lloyd 
Whiteley,  H .  ( A  sliton-under- LI 
Whit  more,  t  'bar  las  Algernon 
Wiliox,  Sir  John  Aiehibalii 
Wil8on,J.W.(Worcesterah.,N.) 
Wodohoune,  R  t.  H  n.  E,  K,  (Bath ) 
Wolff,  Gufeitav  Wilhelui 
Wortley,  Bt.  H on. C. B.Stuart- 
Wy lie,  Alexander 
Wyndhamii^in,  Major  W.  U. 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arey       J 
Young,C<»mmander  ( Berkfi,  K.) 

TkMJ.HS  HiJ{  TIIK  AVfiS— 
Sir  Blunilell  Maple  and 
Captain  Jestsel 


Duckworth,  James 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Evans  Sam,  T.  (iilamorgau) 

Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (South  ton» 

Farr«ll,  .L  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 

I'enwick,  Charles 

Ferguson,  R.  C.  M.  (I^ith) 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Ed  mood 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derby  Co, ) 

Gibney,  Jamei^ 

Gladstone,  Hi.  Hn,  Herbert  J. 

tioddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gold,  Charlf*^ 

G  our  ley,  Sir  Ed.  Temperley 

Gurdon,  Sir  Wm.  Brampton 


i 


I 

I 


I 
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Hittnmond,  John  (l^arlow) 

Harcourt.  Ht.  II.  Sir  Willmm 

Harwood,  Georce 

Hiijclen,  John  Patrick 

Hayne,  Itt.  Hon.  Ihaa.  Seale- 

Hazell^  Walt«r 

Heley,  Thos.  J,  (Wexford) 

HealV. Timothy  M.  (N,Lo4ith) 

Hedderwick,  Tho^.Tharle?  H. 

HeinphilL  !lt.  Hon.  Chaw.  H. 

Holland,  \V,  H,  (York.  WMl.) 

HorainiaT],  Frederick  John 

Hntton,  Alfred  K  (Morley) 

Jacoby,  James  Alfreil 

'  I  ohn son- Ferguson,  Jabeis  K. 

.loicey,  Sir  James 

JonesT  William  (Carjiarvon) 

Jordan,  Jeremiah 

Kay  Shut.tleworth,KtHii  SirU 

KearleVj  Hu^laon  E. 

KilhriJe,  Denis 

Kinloch,  Sir  J.  <ieoge  Smyth 

Kit^on,  Sir  Janie.s 

Langley,  Hatty 

l*a\vBon,  Sir  W.  (CuniVland) 

Leng,  Sir  John 

Letity,  Thomas  liicJimond 

Lewis,  John  Herhert 

Lloyd -George^  David 

Lon;;h,  Thomas 

Lyellt  Sir  Leonard 

Alacaleese,  Daniel 


{14   JlTNE   1899} 

MaoNeill,  John  (iordon  Swift 
M* Arthur,  William  (Corn.)i 
M'Kwan,  William 
M'Gheet  Kiphard 
M'Kenna,  Keginald 
M'Leod,  John 
Miwldwrn,  Fred* 
Ma<len,  John  Heniy 
Miillor.  Rt.  Hn.  J.  W.(Yorks.} 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Morgan,tL  Lloydt Carmarthen) 
Jlorpau,  \\\  P.  (Merthyr) 
Morley,  t/harles  (Breconfthire) 
Morris,  Samuel 
Morton,  Edw.  J,  C  .(Devonp't 
Moss,  Samuel 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
U'Brien,  Jame«  F.  X  (Cork) 
(TConnor,  J.  (Wick low,  W.) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Paul  ton,  James  M  ell  or 
Perks.  Hohert  W^illiani 
Pickark,  Benjamin 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Prieetley,  Briggs  0'oi*l^^J 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryhurgh 
Keckitt,  Harold  Jamea 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Rickctt,  J,  f^ornpton 
Koberts,  John  ISryn  (Eifion) 
Roche,  John  (East  tralway) 


Franrhuf  Bill, 
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Schwann,  Charles  E. 
Sinclair,  CapL  J.  (Forfarshire 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Spieer,  Albert 
Stead  man,  WilHam  Cliarla'* 
Stevenson,  Franc U  S. 
Suilivjiu,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  Ih  ( Donegal,  W.) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.  ((Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  A.  (it  I  am  organ,  E.) 
Trevelyan,  Charlas  Fhiiips 
Tully,  Jasper 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Joao])h  {Bam<*ley) 
Wedderbnm,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  fialloway 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
AVilliams,  John  C.  (Notts) 
W'ilson.  Heurj^  J4Vork,W,R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (tiovan) 
Wilson,  J  03.  n.i  Middlesbrough 
Woodhonse,SirJ.T.(  Hud 'afield 
W^oode,  Samuel 
Young,  Samuel  fCavan,  K&st) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Mr.  -Jonathan  Samuel  and 
Mr.  Scott. 


Quest iotv  put  acx'ordingly. 
The  House  ilivided  :    Aye«» 


171  ;  Noes,  154.      {Division  List  No,  192.) 


AYEB. 


Airtl,  John 
Allsopp.  Hon.  iieoFgc 
AuHtruther,  H.  1\ 
Archdale,  Edwivril  Mervyn 
Arm  lid,  Alfred 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
l^i^t,  Capt.  rfos'line  FitzKoy 
Hailey»  James  (Walworth) 
lialdwin,  Alfred 
Banbury,  Frederick  (ieoipe 
Barry,  lU.  Hn.  A.  H.  Smith.  (Hts 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plnnket 
Beacli,  m.  Hn:StrM.  H.(  Bristol 
Bcgg,  Ferdinand  Faithful  I 
Bemro(«e,  Sir  Heurv  Howe 
Bhowna^gree,  Sir  M,  M, 
Big  wood,  James 
BIaki»ton  Hon^tont  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Boulnois,  Edjnund 
Brook  he  Id,  A.  Montagu 
Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell,  Ht.  Hn.  J.  A.(GlaH,) 
Cavendish,  \\ i\ W. ( D«rl>v8h. ) 
Cecil,  Evel^Ti  (Hertford,  E.) 
Clarke,  Sir  E.  (Plymouth) 
Clough,  Walter  (iwen 
Codffington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Ikiii^lttH  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  llight  Hon.  Jesi^o 
Colston,  Cha8.  E.  H.  A  thole 

irbett,  A.  C.  (Gla^rgow) 

'Lppa,  Charles  Alfred 

Alexander  (Glasgow) 

^  H.  Sheftherd  (Kulton^ 

Craddafi,  William   Donaldson 
D&lhiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 


Davies,  Sir  H,  D,  (Chatham) 
Benny,  Colonel 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F,  Dixon 
Don  kin,  Biclmrd  Sim 
Dorington,  Sir  John  EdwanI 
Duughty,  George 
DoxfonI,  William  Theodore 
Drucker,  A. 

l>uneonil»e,  Hon.   Hubert  V, 
l)ykii,  lU.  Hon.  Sir  W\  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A,  de  Tat  ton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  R.  Douglas 
Fergusfion,  Kt.  H.  Sir  J  J  Man.) 
Field,  Admiral  (EaHtboume) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finiay,  Sir  Koliert  Bannatyne 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Haves 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FitzWygTwn,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Folkestone,  Yiflcouiit 
Gar  tit,  William 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
GoldHWorthy,  Major  General 
Gonlon,  Hon,  John  Edward 
Goschen,iieorge  J.  (Susisex) 
Graham,  Henn*   Hol»ert 
Gray.  Ernest  (West  Ham) 


Greene,  Hy.  D.  (Shrewsbury)  1    Mellor,  Colon'-*  (Lancashire) 


Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Heiith,  J  amen 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfr&tt 
Hoare,  E.  BrtMlie  (HampMtead) 
Hoare,  Samm^i  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Henry 
HoiiklHworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howard,  Josenh 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  H.  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  E^-elyn 
J  ebb,  Hicharti  Claverhouse 
Johnson -Ferguson,  Jabe/  E. 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
King,  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Laurie,  Lieut, -General 
Law  re  nce^Sir  E.  Bum  ine  -( Com 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
I^igh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H. (Somerset) 
Llewelyn,SirDiilwyn-(Sw'sea) 
Loder,  Ut.  Hon.  W .  Ernkine 
Long.R  t.  H  n.  Walter(Liv'i)Ool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yar<ie  Bulier) 
Maodonai  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Mac  lure,  Sir  .John  Wiluarn 
M 'Arthur,  Clias*  (Liverpool) 
M*Killo|>,  James 
Markf,  Henry  Hananel 


Gretton,  John 

Gunter,  Colonel 

Hail,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charle» 

Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 

Hardy,  Laurence 


Milward,  Col   jcI  Yictor 
Monk,  Charle*'  James 
Moon,  Edward  HoIk-tI  Pacy 
More,  a.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hon.  F.  Monm'thsh) 
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Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Murray,  Hi.  Hon.  A.U.  (Bate) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndbam  (Hath 
M^'ers,  William  lleriry 
Nich(iif*on,  William  (iraliaiu 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Orr-Ewini^,  Charles  Lindsay 
ParkeB,  Ebenezer 
Percy,  Earl 
Pierpoint,  Hohert 
Pilking:luQ»  K.  { Lanes, Newtoti 
Powell,  Sir  FriiriciH  Sharp 
Pri<i8tley»  Sir  W,  O. 
Pry  ce-  ■  I  on  es ,  L  t .  (Jo  J ,  <  Ed  in.) 
Pnrvih.  Hol>eri  Edward 
Rati  el  K  Majt»r  Frederic  Carne 
Henshaw,  diaries  Winn 
RentoiiL  James  Alexander 
Round,  James 
Kufeseli,  Gen.  F.  S.  (Chek  n'm) 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Rbondda) 

Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 

Allen, VV,  (Xewcvund.'Lyme) 

AlIiBon,  Kfd>ert  Andrew 

Ash  ton,  Thomas  Gair 

Baker,  Sir  ,John 

Barlow,  John  P^mmott 

Barry,  E.  (Cork,  S.) 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Uerbyshire) 

Billion,  Alfred 

Birrell,  Angui^tin© 

Broad  hurst,  Henry 

Brunner,  Sir  John  Tomlinsun 

Buchanan,  Thoma*^  Hyburn 

Burt,  Tboina«. 

Buxton,  Sydney  i 'barles 

Caldwell,  Jamei? 

Cai'vill,  P.  4»eo.  [Kniiltou 

CaiiHton,  Kiclmrd  Knight 

Caw  I e y ,  Fred k ri c k 

Clanry,  »lobn  .losejdi 

Clark^  Mr-  (iJl  (i'aitbue^'Bh) 

Colviile,  Jt>bn 

Cominins,  Andrew 

Cooke,  C.  W.  liad.  (Herefd) 

Crombie,  John  William 

t-'urran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 

Dalzieh  James  Henry 

DavitsK,  M,  Vaughan*(Cartlig'n 

Bavitt,  Mit'hael 

Dillon,  John 

Done  J  an ,  Cap  tain  A . 

Dooj^'an,  P.  C. 

Duckworth,  James 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Evans,  Samuel  T»  ((ilaniorg'n) 

Evana,  Sir  F*  H.  (S'tharapton) 

Farrell,  James.  P.  (Cavan,W.) 

Fenwick,  <  'barlett 

Ferguson,  H,  C.  Munro{Leitb) 

Ffrencb,  Pet«r 

Fitzmaunct\  Lord  Edmond 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 

Foater,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co.) 

Fox,  Dr,  Joseph  Francis 

Gedge,  Sydney 

Oibnay,  J  amen 

GladFtoue,  Ht.  Hn,  Herbert  J. 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 

Gold,  Charles 

Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 

Gourley,  Sir  E.  Teiuperley 


{COMMONS} 

I    Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutliorford,  John 
Sai*sni>n,  Sir  Edward  Alliert 

I    Seton  Kiirr,  Henry 
Sbarpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Side  both  a  111,  J,  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottum,  Wol  (Derbysh) 
Simeon,  Sir  Harrington 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks) 
»Speucer;  Ernesl 
Stanley.  Ed,  Ja>.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stewart,  Si/  M.  J.  M'Taggart 
St irl  in;;  Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  Jame.s  Henry 

Thornhnrn,  Walter 
Tomlin!;*on»    W.   Ed.    Murray 
I  ritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Vincent  ( 'ol.  Sir.  C.  E.  H. 
NOES 

fiurdon.  Sir  W'ni.  Brampton 

Hamnion*!,  John  (Carlow) 

Harcoiirt,  Kt,  Hon.  Sir  Wm. 

Harwuod,  George 

Hay  den,  John  Patrick 

Havne,  Rt.  Hon.  CIl  Seale- 

Hazell.  Walter 

Healy,  Thomas  J.  (W^exford) 

HealvT  Timothy  M.  (N. Louth) 

Hcilderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 

Hemphill,  Hi.  Hon.  Ciias.  H. 

Holland,  W.  H.  (York,  W;.  R.) 

Hommian,  Frederick  John 

Button,  Alfred  E.  {M  or  ley) 

Jacohy.  James  Alfrcnl 

Jnlmson-Fergnwm,  Jabez.  E. 

.loi<iey,  Sir  James 

JnncH,  Williaiii   (CanmrvonH. ) 

Jordun,  Jeremiah 

Kay  ShnttlewurtltKtllnSirl. 

KearleVr  Hudwa,  K. 

Kilbride,  heiii.H 

Kinhndi,  Sir  -lohn  tieorge  S.     I 

Kitson,  Sir  James 

Labouchere,  Henrj^ 

Langley,  Batty 

Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 

Lcng,  Sir  Jnlm 

Lenty,  Thomas  Kichmond 

Lcwia,  John  Herljert 

Longb,  Tbotiiaa 

Evefl,  Sir  fjennard 

Macalee^e,  E>aniel 

MacNeill,  John  (iordon  Swift 

M*Arthur,  William  (Cornwall) 

M'Ewan,  William 

M'Ghen,  Hichard 

M'Kenna,  Reginald 

M*LeQd,  John 

Maddison,  Fred. 

Maden,  John  Henry 

Malcom,  Ian 

Mellor,  lit.  Hn.J.  W,  (Yorks) 

l^lolloy,  Bemartl  Charles 

Morgan,  J.  L.  (iWniarthen) 

Mfirpin,  W   W  (Mertliyr) 

Morley,  Charles  (Breconahire) 

M  orre  1 1 »  George  H  erbert 

MorriB,  Samuel 

Morion,  E.  J,  i\  (Devonport) 

Moss,  Samuel 


Fnuuki^  Bilh 
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W  alrond,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  W.  H. 
Warde»  Lt.  Col  C.  E,  ([Keiit* 
Warr,  Aumistus  Frederiek 
Webster,  K.  G.  (St.  Pancmai 
Wei  by,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  i\  E. 
Wentworthj  H.  C.  Vernon- 
Wharttm,  Kt.  Hn.  J.  Lloyd 
Whiteley,  H.  (Aahton-u.-L. } 
Whitnmre,  Charles  Algernon 
W^illo.x,  Sir  John  Archibald 
W^o<lehou.se,  Kt.Hn.  E.HjBalL 
Wolir,  Ciustav  Wilhelm 
AVurtley,  Kt.  Hon.  C.  B,  Stuart 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy 

Young,  Commander  (Berke»£} 
Tellers   for    thk   Ayes^ 

Sir   Blundeli    Maple    and 

Captain  JesseL 


fJ'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O*  Connor,  James(  Wiokiow,W. 
O'Connor.  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
Oldroyd,  Mark 
Palmeft  Sir  C.  >L  (Durham/ 
Paulton,  .lames  Mellor 
Pease,  H.  Pike  ( Darlington  k 
Perks,  Rol>ert  William 
Pickard,  Benjamin 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
l*riestley,  Briggs  (York*.| 
Provand,  Andrew  Dry  burgh 
Rickett,  Harcdd  James 
KichardHcm,  J.  ( Durham, S.E. 
Keckitl,  J.  Cunij»lon 
fiohert.H,  Juhu  Uryn  (Eilionl 
Btwhe,  plohn  (Ea-^1  t«ahvay) 
Samuel,  -h  (Stockton  on-Tee^) 
S»4r\vann,  Charles  E. 
Sciitt,  C.  FreHtwitdMLeighi 
Seely.  Charles  Hilton 
Sinclair,  <  apt  J   (Forfarshire J 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Sjdcer,  AlVwjrt 

Steadman,  William  l^'harles 
Stevenson,  Francb  8, 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westnieath) 
Sullivan^  T,  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Teunant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.  (Car  mar  then,  E.) 
Tliomas,Alired  (Glanior^an,£. 
Trevelyan,  Charles  PhUipe 
Tully,  Jasi»er 
Wailace,  Kol>ert 
Walton,  Joseph  (liarnaley) 
W^odderburn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Wbittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
W'iilianiH,John  1  arvell(NottsJ 
Wilson,  Henry  J.  ( York,  W\R,  j 
Wilson,  John  ^Ihirham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Guvan) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worcester,  N.) 
Wilson,  Joa  H.  (Middlesbro*) 
WoodhouBe.  Sir  J.  T,  ( H  dsfld, ) 
Wood?,  Samuel 
Yountj,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 
Tellers    for   the   Noes— 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  and  Mr. 

Lloyd 'George. 


Norton,  Captain  C\  William 
Fuj'thLT  iJioceetUng  on  con8ideration»  as  aniondoilj  adjoiirnucl  till  To-0iorrow. 
And,   it   being   8lx  of   the   clock,  Mr.  Speaker   adjourn^^   the    HuUti*    without 
Qtiestion  put :  Adjourned  at  Six  o'clock. 
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with  the  consideration  of  the  Bill,  the 
opposition  thereto  having  been  with- 
drawn ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  (ipon 
the  Table:  The  ore] era  made  oji  the  1st 
and  8th  instant  discharged;  and  Bill 
committed. 


HELFAST  CORPOKATION  UlTJi, 
™      » ^^r.  r...  .  ^^^^r  r  r.r-.  -        ,        UAKKIt     STUiaiT     AND     WATERLOO 

TheLORD  chancellor  acquainted  '  RAILWAY  HI LL. 

thcHousethat  the  Clerkof  the  Parliaments        ^^^^  2\   and   committed:  The   Com^ 

had  laid  upon  the    Cable  the  Certificate    ^^^^^^  to  be  proposed  by  the  Commiitee 

from   the   Examiners    that    the    further  |  ^f  Selection. 

Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 

BELFAST  AND   NOUTHEUN  COUNTIES 
RAILWAY  HILL. 


ing  Bill  have  been  complied  with  : 

LONDON    AND     NOltTR.  WESTERN 
RAILWAY  (NEW  RAILWAYS). 

Also   the   Certificato   that   no  further 
Standing   Orders   are   applicable   to   the  \ 
foUomng  Bill : 


Bead  2\  and  committed. 

ROOTLE  CORPORATION  HILL. 
Read   2*,  and   committed :   The  Com- 
mittee to  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection. 


WEST  GLOUCESTER  WATER.  pjOHTH       PEMBROKESHIRE      AND 

And  also  the  Certificate  that  the  further  '         FISHGUAHD     UAl  1,WAY    DILL. 


Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bill  have  not  been  complied  with  : 

LONDON  AND  NORTFI  WESTERN  RAIL- 
WAY (ADDITIONAL  POWERS), 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 


8HTREBR00K 


AND    DISTRICT    GAS 

BILL. 


Read  3*^  and  passed. 

SHOTLEY     BRIDGE     AND     CONSETT 
DISTRN'T    GAS     BILL. 

Read    3*    with  the  Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Comraona. 


AND      PICCADILLY 
RAILWAY    RILL. 


SOUTH    STAFFORDSHIRE    STIPEN- 
DIARY JUSTICE  BILL. 

NOTTINGHAM  CORPORATION   RILL 

WOLVERHAMPTON  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

I  Lord  9.] 

Committee  to  meet  To-morrow, 

BRYNMAWR  AND  WESTERN  VALLEYS 
RAILWAY  BILL 


EDINBURGH   CORPORATION   BILL 


SOUTH   STAFI  rmOSHIRE  TRAMWAYS 

BILL.   (Lorti.^) 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  Amendmentfi. 


SOUTH-EASTERN  RAILWAY  BILL 


BROMPTON 
CIRCUS 

Brought  from  the  Commons;  read  1'; 
and  referred  to  the  Kxaminers, 


INFANT    ORPHAN     ASYLUM     HILL 

[Lords,] 

LONDON      HOSPITAL     BILL.    (Lords.) 

STOCKTON     ANI>     MIDDLESBROUGH 

WATER     BILL.     [LunlsJ 

Returned  from  the  Commons  agreed  to, 

ILFORD    GAS     BILL 
Returned  from  the  Commons  with  the 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 

(No.    1)    BILL.     iLordH.] 

House  to  be  in  Committee  To-morrow. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  PROVI 
SIGNAL  ORDER  CONFIRMATION 
(LONDON)  BILL.    [Unb.] 

Reported  from  the  Select  Committee 
with  Amendments,  aiid  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Iluuae, 


Report   from    the   Select    Committee,  I  lqcaL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISB>NAL 
That  the  Committee  had   not  proceeded  ^        ORDERS  (No.  $)  BILL  (No.    125). 
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PIER    AND    HARBOUR    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.    1)  BILL  (No.    126). 

Brought  from  the  Commons  ;  Read  1' ; 
to  be  printed ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners. 

GAS  ORDERS    (CONFIRMATION    (No.    1) 
BILL.   [Lonls.] 

WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  BILL. 

[Lords.] 

CfAS  AND  WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMA- 
TION BILL.  [Lords.] 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
order),  and  Bills  to  be  read  3*  To- 
morrow. 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No  14.)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

Read  3*  (according  to  order),  and 
passed  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL.    [Lords.] 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  13)  BILL.    [Lords.] 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  15)  BILL.    [Lords.] 

Committee  of  the  whole  House  (which 
stands  appointed  for  this  day)  put  off  till 
To-morrow. 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

Read  2^*  (according  to  order),  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  To-morrow. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  dr. 


CHURCH       OF      ENGLAND    ((CONFES- 
SIONAL   BOXES).  ' 

Return  respecting:  Laid  before  the 
House  pursuant  to  Address  of  the  3rd  of 
March  last,  and  to  be  printed.   (No.  121.) 

FISHERY  BOARD  FOR  SCOTLAND. 

Reports  on  the  state  of  the  markets  for 
Scottish  herrings  on  the  Continent  and  in 
the  United  States  of  America. 

ARMY  (SPECIAL  PENSIONS). 
Return  for  the  year  ended  31st  March, 
1899,  of  Pensions  specially  granted  under 
Articles    730,    1170,   anci     1207   of  the 
AiTny  Pay  Warrant. 


Trade  Reports — 

I.  Annual  Series : 

No.   2287.— Chile    (Valparaiso    and 

District) ; 
No.  2288.— Brazil  (Pemambuco  and 

District) ; 
No.  2289.— Trade    of    Malaga    and 

District. 

II.  Miscellaneous  Series : 

No.  504. — Commercial  Education  in 
the  United  States. 

No.  505. — Agricultural  Education  in 
France. 

WELSH    INTERMEDIATE    EDUCATION 
ACT,  1889. 

Report  of  the  Charity  Commissioners 
for  England  and  Wales. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

RAILWAYS    COMPANIES*    POWERS 
ACT,    1864. 

Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  on  appli- 
cations made  during  the  year  1898  under 
the  Railways  Companies'  Powers  Act, 
1864,  and  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  with  respect  thereto. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  (INCOR- 
PORATION  OF  SMETHWICK). 

Charter  of  Incorporation  of  the  borough 
of  Smethwick,  dated  12th  June,  1899. 

Ijaid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

PETITIONS. 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  BILL. 

[LorilB.] 
Petition  in  favour  of :  of  the  Clerical 
and  Lay  Members  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Diocese  of  Salisbury  ;  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  (DEFEC- 
TIVE AND  EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN) 
BILL.     [I^rds.] 

A  Bill  to  make  bettor  provision  for  the 
elementary  education  of  defective  and 
epileptic  children  in  England  and  Wales ; 
was  presented  by  the  Earl  Waldegrave 
(for  the  Lord  President,  D.  Devonshire) ; 
read  1' ;  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  120.) 

EDUCATION  OF  CHILDREN  BILL 
(No.  123). 

LONDON  GOVERNMENT  BILL  (No.  124). 

Brought  from  the  Common9  ;  read  1* ; 
and  to  be  printed* 
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FINANCE    BILL, 

Brought  from  the  Commons  :—  Rcjul  1* ; 
to  be  printer  I  :  and  to  l>e  read  2"  To- 
morrow :  {Tk^  hftd  Vnmj  Smly  l\  Cfvss)^ 
and  Stiuidiiig  Order  No.  39  to  be  con- 
sidered in  order  to  its  being  dispensed 
with,     (No.  122.) 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thumittif,  mk  June  1899. 


P ill r ATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


QUESTIONS, 


MALTE?iE  NOBILtTV. 
Viscount  SIDMOUTH  i  My  Lords,  I  j 
beg  to  ask  Her  Majesty's  Government  if 
all  correspondence  referring  to  a  memorial 
from  Mr.  G.  Apap  Testaferrata^  between 
August,  1888,  and  the  present  time,  can 
be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House.  1  do 
not  wish  to  enter  into  a  discussion  upon 
this  subject,  but  as  I  have  had  the  honour 
of  being  iippoiiited  hou.  president  of  the 
Maltese  Council  of  Nobility,  I  desire  to 
ask  whether  the  Papers  relating  «to  this 
case  and  the  correspondence  which  has 
taken  place  can  be  laid  upon  the  Table. 

Thk  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLONIES  (The 
Earl  of  Selborne):  My  Lords,  the 
claim  of  Mr,  G.  Apap  Testafcrrata  to  be 
recognised  as  one  of  the  Maltese  nobility, 
to  ivhich  the  noble  Lord  refers,  was 
twice  rejected  by  the  Committee  of 
Privileges  of  the  Maltese  Nobility.  On  a 
third  occasion,  in  1892,  the  Committee 
advised  the  allowance  of  the  claim,  but 
no  fresh  reasons  were  given  for  the 
change  of  view,  which  was  not  accepted 
by  the  Secretary  of  State.  It  does  not 
appear  to  the  Secretary  of  State  that  the 
matter  is  one  of  suflicient  general  interest 
to  justify  the  publication  of  the  corre- 
spondence on  the  subject. 

LONDON  GOVBHNMENT  IMLL. 
The  earl  of  KIMBERLEYr 
Before  the  House  adjourns,  I 
sbotild  like  to  know  whether  any  noble 
Lord  opposite  can  tell  the  House  when 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  London 
Government  Bill  will  be  taken. 

The  LORD  PRIVY  SEAL  (Yiscount 

Chohs)  :  I  think  I  must  ask  the  noble 
Earl  to  repeat  the  Question  to  morrow,  as 
I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  consulting 
my  colleagues  on  that  point 

Houf«e  adjourned  at  twenty -the  uiinutes 
before  Five  of  the  clock,  till  Toinorrow, 
balfii>Qst  Ten  of  the  clock. 


PRIVATE  BILLS.  [Lords.] 
(Standifig  Orders  not  previously  in- 
quired into  complied  with.) 
.Mr,  speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Pnvate  Bills — That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referrefl  on  the  !birst 
lieading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not 
previously  ini|uired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz.  : 

CLYDE  NAVIGATION  HILL.    [Lords.] 

Ordered — That  the  Bill  W  reufl  a  second 
time. 

PPOVISIUN AL  ORDER  BILLS.     [Lonk. ] 

(Standing  Orders  applicable  thereto 
complied  with.) 
Mr.  speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills— That,  in  the 
case  of  the  folloun ng  Bill,  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  Mrst 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders 
which  are  applicable  thereto  have  been 
complied  with,  viz.  : 

EDUtWTlUN      DEPARTMENT      PUOVL 
SIONAL       order      CONFrRMATION 

(LlVEKPtJOL)  HILL.    [Umli*.] 

Oixlercd— That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  To-moiTOW. 

BLACKPOOL   IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 
Reiid  the  third  time,  and  ptissod. 

GODALMING    CORPORATION    WATER 
BILL.    (By  Order.) 

As  amended,  considered. 

*TfiE  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  Beodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford):  I 
beg  to  move  to  leave  out  Sub  section  8  of 
Clause  54,  and  insert— 

"  (8)  Ami  any  lialance  remaining;:  in  any  year 
shall  Ije  iliviiltttl  l>etweeii  the  areii  of  the 
borougli  fttjd  the  areji  outside  the  liorough 
within  tlie  water  Utuits  in  the  proportion  of 
tije  water  rent«i  collected  from  each  of  those 
two  areas  during  each  year.  The  |»mportion 
helonginfi:  to  the  outside  area  ^hall  lie  applied 
in  retloction  of  the  water  rents  of  the  out^iide 
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ar«jL,  aiul  tlie  ])roportkm  Mati^ini'  to  the  area 
iif  tliK  b(in>u^!i shall  1m5  ap[>lw<luLtTi«  fliseretion 
of  the  CorjMinvtkm  eitlior  in  le'l  nation  of  tlie 
water  reiitB  within  Ike  area  of  the  1x>rou^b  or 
*mrrie<l  tt>  th*.'  |j^uneral  dirttrit^t  fimtl/' 

I  have  to  explain  to  the  House  the  reason 
why  I  fnove  to  insert  this  Huli-sectinn. 
The  p^isitioii  is  as  follows.  The  UoUalming 
C<«i']>rHali<in  propose  to  acquire  the  water- 
wni'ks  which  supply  not  rnorely  tho 
pK*i'ongh  of  (lodalmir^^  hut  also  certain 
districts  outside^  and  it  isaiiticipated  that 
there  will  be  a  considerable  deftcit  in  the 
firttt  f<nv  years,  which  it  m  proponed  to 
UKM^t  by  a  rate  of  7 Ad.  in  the  £  in  the 
hjomui^h  of  G^Kklmirjg.  The  Gi>ntinittee 
which  cori.sidered  the  Bill  made  various 
conditions  reganlint;  the  price  ^^f  water, 
unil  also  the  manner  jn  which  any  profit 
acendng  from  the  undertaking  was  to  be 
divided.  As  regards  the  price  of  water, 
the  Committee  very  considerably  re- 
duced the  price  the  Cnrporatio?i 
could  charge  as  compared  with  that 
the  Water  Company  which  they 
were  purchasing  was  entitled  to  charge, 
and  a  much  lower  maxinuim  was  fixed, 
Tbe  Committee  also  provided  for  the  pay- 
ment of  intere^^t  on  the  money  borrowed 
for  the  undertaking,  and  for  the  re- 
orgarua'ation  of  the  capital,  as  well  as  for 
the  recoupment  of  any  rate  that  might  he 
raise<l,  and  for  a  small  reserve  fund  if 
necessary.  Having  done  all  that,  the 
Committee  put  in  a  clause  by  which  all 
the  profits  sabsequeTit  to  the  piyment 
practically  of  the  actual  expenses,  and  the 
repayment  of  the  rate  in  aid,  should  go 
equally  to  all  water  consumers  in  the 
form  of  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  water. 
The  Cor]>oration  of  (Jodalming  objected 
to  that  clause,  because,  although  they 
were  providing  the  whole  of  the 
necessary  funds,  and  were  talking  the 
risk  of  losing  the  money  to  be 
raised  as  a  rate  in  aid,  which  in  the  first 
year  would  amount  to  £1/200,  and  which 
woidd  probably  continue  for  several 
years,  the  outside  districts,  which  did  not 
risk  any  money  on  the  undertaking  at 
all,  would  equally  share  in  the  advan- 
tages. The  Corporation  felt  that  that 
would  be  a  very  hard  pasition  to  be  placed 
in,  and  it  was  a  position  which  the  Local 
Government  Board  found  to  \m  entirely 
without  precedent.  Therefore  there  was 
a  strong  demand  that  the  chuiae  should 
bo  expunged  from  the  Hill.  Two  days 
ago  the  House  consetited  to  allow  the 
consideration  of  the  Bill  to  be  ad- 
journed   until    to-^lay,    and    in  the    in- 


terval a  compromise   has    been    elTectei 

on     the     following     terms :       that     t] 

profits,    should     any    accrue     from 

undertaking,      bo     dixided       into      t^ 

parts,  of  which  one  goes  to  the  Boroii^ 

of  Uodulmingand  the  other  to  theoutfiidi 

consumers  of  water  in  the  proportion  U 

the  water  rents  collected  from    e«icb  d 

I  those  two  areas  during  any  one  year.  Tki 

I  outside     consumers    will     receive    theil 

I  share  in  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  water, 

and  the  Corpoiatioii  will  be  able  to  appl[ 

their  share  to  the  reriiu-tinn  of  the  geuerni 

!  rate  or  of  the  price  of  water.     That  is  l<i 

say,  part  of  the  benefit  is  to  be  eonfinotl 

cxciusively  to  tho^e  inside  the  borough, 

and  may  be  shared  by  those   wdio   do  m 

I  take  the  water,  although  they  may  have 

I  subscribed   to   the   rate  in  aid.      It  id  t 

I  very  fair  compi  omise.     I  understand  it 

'  iicceptable     to     the     Committee     whic^ 

considered     the      Bill.      It      has      been 

accepted  by  the  Borough  of  Godaltnine* 

I  and  it  has  been  laid  l«efore  those  outsitle 

'  the  borough  who  had  previously  been  i 

opposition   to  the   Bill,  and  we  have  noC 

I  had  any  notice  that  they  object.     1  think 

the  eoHipromise  will  be  found   useftd  in 

I  future  cases  as  a  precedent.     It  has  been 

I  accepted  by  the  Local  Government  Board, 

I  and   commends    itself,    as   far   as    I 

aware,  to  the  authorities  of  the  House. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  Clause  54,  page  128,  to  leave  out  snh- 

section  (8),  anil  insert :  *  (8)  Ami  any  bulaace 

remaining  in  any  year  shall  he  dividet)  hetweon 

the  area  of  the  borough  and  the  area  outMide 

the  borough  within   the  water   limits  in  th« 

proportion  of  the  water  rents  collected  from 

each  of  thone  two  areas  during;  each  year, 

i  The  pm  port  ion  bts  longing  to  the  outsit  I©  aj^ 

I  ghall   he  applietl   in  red  act  ion  of  the  water 

rent*t  of  the  outai<le  area,  and  the  proportioa 

belonging  to  the  area  of  the  borouch  shall  bd 

apnlied  at  the  dbcretion  of  the  Corporatioii 

either  in  reduction  of  the  water  renU  wtthizi 

,  the  area   of  the  lK>rough   or  carried   to    the 

general  die* trie t  fund.'  *'— (J/r,  lJnKfricK\) 

!      Question  proposed-^ 

•*  That  Sub-aection  (8)  stand    part  of   tha 
(ilause." 

!      Mr.    SCHWANN   (Manchester,    N,): 

I  As  Chairman  of  the  Committee  which  hild 

j  the  audacity  to  introduce  the  precedent, 

perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  the 

!  Committee  have  not  the  slightest   objec 

tion    to  this   Amendment.     But  I  should 

like  to  explain   that  the  Comniittee  does 

I  not   think    it   fair   that  nny  profit    that 

I  might  result  from  the  undertaking  sbouldJ 


%pfm 


n^M. 


I 


I 


be  used  for  the  reduction  of  the  price  of 
eas  or  the  building  of  a  town  hall  solely 
for  the  benefit   of   the  ratepayers  of  the 
town    of   (Jodalming,     We  therefore  put 
IB  a  clause  tli at  those  outside  the  thorough 
should  not  be  charged  a  higher  rate  than 
those  within  the  l^orough,  and   with  the 
additional   clause    now   introduced   they 
will  be  amply  protected.  We  also  thought 
it  our  duty   to  protect   the   municiimlity 
of  Godalming  from  itself,  because  I  have  j 
known  cities  in  the  North  where  the  profit 
from   gas   and  water  was   invested  in  a 
large  municipal  hotel,  which  cost  a  great ' 
deal    of     money    which    the    gaa     and 
water  consumers  should  iiavc,  but  which 
was      expended      on      an     undertaking 
which  had  practically  no  result.     We  did  ' 
not  wish  in  any  way  to  be  hard  on   the 
Corporation.      My  right  hon.  friend  has 
put  forward  a  very  strong  cjise,  but  he 
omitted   one  fact^   and   that  is  that  the 
Corporation     had    one     or    two    heavy  I 
responsibilities    when   they   bought  the 
company  up.     The  decision  was  given  in 
a  spirit  of  conciliation    and   concession, 
and  some  of  the  onerous  responsibilities  I 
which   would    have    been    laid    on   the  j 
shoulders  of  the  Corporation  ha^u  been 
relaxed  or   entirely    removed.      With   a 
hope   that  tlie  Corporation  will   make  a  i 
proiit  which  will  go  to  the  reduction  of  ' 

the  rates,  I  will  support  the  amendment. 

I 

*Mr,  j.  W.  LOWTHER  (Cumberland,  ' 
Penrith)  :  I  am  glad  the  parties  have 
come  together  and  have  agreed  on  this 
matter.  It  ouly  remains  for  me 
to  give  the  arrangement  my  blessing.  If 
the  matter  had  to  bo  discussed,  I  think 
on  the  whole  I  should  have  supported 
the  view  of  the  Committee,  They  have 
considered  this  matter  very  carefully,  not 
once  or  twice,  but  three  times  ;  and 
though  it  may  l>e  said  that  they  inserted  a 
new  principle  in  the  Bill,  I  consider 
that  where  a  Committee  has  given  so 
much  attention  to  the  matter,  and  has 
thoroughly  grasped  all  the  facts  and 
arguments,  the  House  ought  to  snp-  : 
its  decision.     I  think  that  the  agree- 

»nt  which  has  been  arrived  at  is  a  very  ' 
fair  one,  and  I  heartily  support  it. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question— 
**  Tlial  tlioae  words  be  here  inaerte*!," 

put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  be  read  a  thii'd  time. 


DUBLIN  CORPURATION  BILL. 


Ordered,  That  Standing  Order  207  bo 
suspended,  and  that  tlie  Third  Reading 
of  the  Dublin  Corporation  I  Jill  be  taken 
To-morrow,  though  opposed. — (Mi.  1\  M. 
Hmhj,) 

BH ADKOUD  TRAMWAYS  AND 
LMTKUV  EMENT  Bir.L. 

Reported,  with  Amendmetits ;  report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  bu  pjMnled. 

AIIIDKIE    AND   COATBIUDUK    WATKU 
BILL.     [Lortb.] 

Reported,  with  Amendments ;  report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LORDS, 

That  they  have  agreed  to — 

Met  ru  pi  1 1  i  ta  n  Co  n  i  m  o  n  Sc  h  l  ni  e  ( Ha  rr  •►  w 
Weald)  Provisional  Order  Bill,  without 
Amendment. 

London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast 
Railway  (Pensions)  Bill, 

Lisbnrn  Urban  DistriL-t  Conn  til  Bill 
(charige<l  from  "  Lisburn  Town  Com- 
missioners Bill  "),  with  Aniendnidnts. 


Amendments     to     Dumliaituii 
Bill  [Lords],  without  Amendment, 


Burgh 


That  they  have  passed  a  Bilb  intituled, 
**  An  Act  to  confirm  certain  Provisional 
Orders  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
umler  the  Electric  Lighting  Acts,  1882 
nnd  1888,  relating  to  Camborne,  Oukifi- 
field,  Fenton,  Fincfdcy,  Shipley,  and 
Swinton.''  [Klectri<:  Lighting  Provisional 
Orders  (No.  10)  Bill.     [Lords,] 

Also,  a  Dill,  intituled,  **  An  Act  for 
authorising  the  Buenos  Ay  res  and  Pacific 
Railway  Compiny,  Limited,  to  prepare 
and  carry  into  effect  a  scheme  or  schemes 
of  arrangement  with  their  shareholders, 
or  with  any  elass  or  clasises  of  »liare- 
hohlcrs  ;  and  to  increase  and  con?5olidate 
its  capital  ;  and  for  other  pur[K)se8/' 
[Buenos  Ayrea  and  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany Bill     [Lord.s.] 

And,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  "*  An  Act  to 
give  effect  to  a  compromise  of  opposing 
claims  affecting  certain  estates  of  the  late 
Sir  James  Cockburn,  7th  Biironet,  de- 
ceased, situate  in  the  counties  of  Pem* 
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broke»  CardigaHj  and  Carmarthen,  and  in 
the  city  and  county  of  London:"  [Yorke 
EsUte  Bill     [Lords.] 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  10)  BILL.     [Lords.] 

Read  the  first  time ;  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  235.] 

BUENOS   AY  RES  AND    PACIFIC  KAIL- 
WAY  COMPANY  BILL.      [Lords.] 

YORKE  ESTATE  BILL.      [Lords.] 
Read  tlie  first  time  ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
BUls. 


PETITIONS. 

COMPANIES  ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
Petition    from    Redhill   and    Reigate, 
againat ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT  (1894)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  ; — From  Montrose  ; 
—and  Arbroath ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT,  1845. 

Petition  from  Arbroath,  for  alteration 
of  Law  J  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  EEFORTS,  ETC 

FISHERY  BOARD  (SCOTLAND). 
Copy  presented,— of  lieports  on  the 
State  of  the  Markets  for  Scotti  eh -cared 
Herrings  on  the  Continent,  and  in  the 
United  States  of  America  [by  Command]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE    REPORTS    (ANNUAL   8ERIES). 

Copies  presented, — of  Diplomatie  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Noa. 
2287  to  228U  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (MISCELLANEOlfS 

SERIES), 

Copy  presented,— of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Miscellaneous  Series, 
Nos.  504  and  505  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

QUESTIONS, 


MOUNTAIN    ARTILLERY. 
Mr.    PRETYMAN    (Suffolk.    Wood- 
bridge) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secre- 


tary of  State  for  War  whether,  now  that 
it  has  been  definitely  laid  down  that  the 
Mountain  Artillery  forms  part  of  the 
Royal  Garrison  Artillery  it  is  intended 
that  officers  serving  in  mountain  batteries 
should  draw  armament  pay  in  the  aanw 
way  as  other  officers  of  the  Garrisoa 
Artillery. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover) :  The  ofiicers  of  the  MoitntAin 
Artillery  will  have  no  armament  under 
their  charge,  and  it  is  not  therefore  pro- 
po&ed  to  give  them  any  armament  pay. 

ROYAL  ARSENAL,  WOOLWICH. 

Me.  STEADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office  if  he  will  state 
how  many  men  have  been  dismissed  or 
suspended  from  employment  at  the  Eoy&l 
Arsenal,  Woolwich,  during  the  last  twcSve 
months,  the  reason  for  their  dismissal,  and 
the  number  of  hours  worked  ovcrtioke 
during  the  same  period. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  {Mr.  J.  Powkll 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S,) :  The  point 
raised  by  the  hon.  tlentleman  is  the  same 
as  that  raised  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Hattersea  on  the  20th  March, 
and  I  can  only  repeat  the  answer  I  then 
gave : 

*'  Ik  fore  men  are  finally  diBch&rgeil  un 
reduction  the  a(ithoritte.s  at  the  An^enal  sTt 
inHtrncted  to  liscertaiu  whether  men  of  tbo 
&aiTie  trade  are  likely  to  be  required  within  ft 
reaBonable  time  in  other  departments.  The 
employment  of  men  on  work  in  another  de- 
partment Is  not  at  all  tiine^  p^^Bible.  The 
epaee  and  machines  iri  the  workKhop»  can  only 
accommodate  a  certain  number  of  men.'* 

The  number  of  men  discharged  during 
the  period  referred  to  in  the  t^uestiou  is 
1,310,  and  of  the  men  suspended  2,677  ; 
but  it  would  not  he  possible  to  state  the 
numl>er  of  hours  worked  overtime  during 
the  same  period  without  ehibornte  cal^ 
culations,  which  it  would  require  oon- 
aiderable  time  and  labour  to  complete. 

RIOTH  IN  MADRAS  PRESIDENCY. 

Sir    MAXCHERJEE     BHOWNAG- 
GEEE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.K.) :    I  beg  to  _ 
ask   the   Secretary   of    State   for    Inilii ' 
whether  he  has  received  any  official  par 
ticuJai^  regarding  the  riots  which   tool 

fdace  in  the  Tinnevelli  disstrict  uf  Madra 
ast  Saturday  ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state  thfl 
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same  to  the  Houses  whether  ha  has 
received  any  confirmation  of  the  state- 
ment that  100  murders  have  been  com- 
mitted  and  whole  villages  Scicked ;  and 
what  steps  are  taken  to  quell  the  dis- 
turbances. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middle- 
sex, Ealing) :  In  reply  to  my  hon.  friend's 
fiuestiuri  I  will  read  the  telegram  which  I 
have  to-day  received  from  tne  Gorerrior 
of  Madras  — 

*'TinneveUi  riota  due  t<i  dispute  between 
Shanan^  on  the  one  hand  and  Maravai>  on  the 
other,  regarding  reli^oos  piivile^es  of  ^hanars. 
S«rious  riot«  tith  Jime,  at  Sivakasi.  Ten 
Shanarw  and  ten  Maravars  killed,  nnmeroas 
hoiise^^  ImruL  Distiirhiiuce  Bpread  to  Mailura 
District  to  Aonie  extent,  and  sorioUH  riot  re- 
jjorted  from  Sheatottali  in  Travancore. 
Seventy  pensons  wounded.  Six  coinpaniea  of 
native  trottps  calleti  out.  European  niagis- 
tTtU'Y  and  police  strengthened.  Active  atepa 
being  taken  to  qneU  dmturbanceB  and  pannih 
rioters,** 

I  may  add  that  the  Shanars  and  Maravars 
are  castes  of  low  social  position,  whose 
occupations  and  manner  of  life  are  such 
as  might  readily  lead  to  rioting  and 
fighting.  A  similar  encounter  took 
place  between  the  same  two  castes  about 
four  years  ago. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  K.)  :  Will  the 
noble  LoitJ,  in  view  of  what  took  place  at 
Uradurmari  the  other  djiy,  consi<ler  the 
desirability  ol  levelling  the  temples  and 
digging  up  the  remains  of  the  saints 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order. 

THE  FRANCHISE  IN  INDIA. 
Sm      WILLIAM      WEDDERBURN 

(Banffshire) :  I  beg  to  a^k  the  Secretary 
of  SliilG  for  India  what  are  the  condi- 
tions imder  which  the  franchise  is  exer- 
cised by  the  inhabitants  of  the  French 
possessions  in  India,  and  how  do  these  j 
conditions  compare  with  those  afTccting  | 
the  inhabitants  of  British  India. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  1  have  no 
information  as  to  the  conditions  under  ' 
which  the  franchise  is  exeixjised  by  the 
inhabitants  of  ihe  French  possessions  in 
India,  the  size  and  nature  of  which  are 
such  that  any  €om|)arison  of  the  kind 
suggested  in  the  question  would  be 
altogether  misleading. 

Sir  WM      WEDDEKBUKN  ;    Does 
fthe    noble    Lord     iliink    the     franchise 


cannot    safely    be   entrusted   to   British 
Indians  1 

*Mr.  >SPEA1vER  :  Order,  order.  That 
ia  a  matter  of  opinion,  and  does  not  arise 
out  of  the  answer. 

BOMBAY    CIVIL    AND    GKIMINAL 
PROCEDURE, 

Sir  WILLIAM  W'EDDEUBUKN: 
I  Ireg  to  ask  the  Secretaiy  of  State  for 
India  whether  he  will  grant  a  Return  for 
the  last  three  years  showing  the  number 
and  nature  of  the  civil  and  criminal  ap- 
peals from  the  decisions  of  Politic<xl  Offi- 
cers in  native  states  disposed  of  by  the 
Bombay  Government;  whether  he  will 
state  what  is  the  procedure  followed  in 
the  trial  of  these  appeals  ;  whether  the 
parties  have  an  opportunity  of  being 
heard  in  person  or  by  counsel ;  and 
whether  any  member  of  the  Bombay 
Government  is  a  trained  judicial  officer 
qualified  to  dispose  of  capit^d  and  other 
cases  as  a  final  Court  of  Appeal 

♦Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :   The  Return 
for  which  the  huiL  Member  asks  cannot 
be   supplied   from    information    in    this 
country,  but  I  will  communicate  with  the 
i  Government  of  Bombay  on  the  subject. 
^  In  the  ease  to  which  he  refers,  whether 
civil  or  eriniinal,   the  partie-s  are   heart! 
I  either  in  person  urhy  counsel  in  the  Tofiti 
eal  Courts  of  first   instance,  and   again  in 
the  Political  Courts  of  Aiipe;il.     In  cjises 
where  the  decisions  of  these  courts  are 
further  reviewed  by  the  Govemniont  of 
Bumljay,  the  jippeals  and  rejoinders  may 
be,  and  generally  are,  prepared  by  counsel 
and  submitted  in  writing  ;   and  ii  it   is 
found  necessary  that  any  issue  should  be 
argued  l)y  the  parties  in  person   or  by 
counsel,  the  case  is  remanded  to  the  loivd 
Court   of  Appeal    for   the  purpose ;  but 
parties  and  counsel  do  not  appear  before 
the  Governor  in  Council.       f  he  Govern- 
ment of  Bombay  includes   one   memlier 
who  lias  held   high  office,   [political   and 
judicial,  in   Katliiawar  ;  but  it  considers 
these  matters  as  a  Guvernraent,  with  the 
assistance  of  its  legal   advisers   and    its 
judicial  department,  and  docs  not  <lepend 
exclusively   ujK)n   such  legal  or  judicial 
training  as  may  be  possessed  l»y  any  of 
its  members, 

COOPERS    HILL    COLLEGE. 
Sir   SEYMOUR   KING   (Hull,    Con- 
tr.ll) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  whether  a  despatch   has  been 
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sent  to  India  approving  special  terms  of 
retirement  for  certain  service  officers  of 
the  Indian  PnWic  Works  Department 
from  Coopers  Mill ;  and  whether,  for  the 
convenience  of  those  concerned,  the  terms 
may  now  be  published. 

♦Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  A  despatch  on 
the  subject  of  the  terms  of  retirement  to 
be  offered  to  certain  officers  of  the  Indian 
Public  Works  Department,  who  were  re- 
cruited from  Coopers  Hill  College  in  the 
years  1874,  1875,  and  1876,  has  been 
addressed  to  the  Government  of  India, 
but  has  not  yet  reached  them.  As  soon 
as  they  have  received  it  I  understand  that 
they  will  take  steps  to  make  its  contents 
known  to  the  local  Governments  for  such 
action  as  they  may  consider  desirable. 


THE 


ARMENIAN    ARf'HBTSHOP 
BISHOPS. 


AND 


Mr,  STEVENSON  (Suffolk,  Eye)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  represent  to  the  Sultan 
the  injury  done  to  the  Armenian  arch- 
bishop and  bishops,  who  are  forcibly  de- 
tained in  the  monastery  of  St  James  at 
Jerusalem  without  trial,  and  withmit 
knowing  for  what  offences  they  have  been 
OKiled  from  their  dioceses  ;  and  whether, 
seeing  that  those  prelates  are  men  of 
high  character,  the  Secretary  of  State 
will  commutucate  on  the  subject  with  the 
Powers  which  are  parties  to  Articles  61 
and  62  of  the  Berlin  Treaty. 

*The  under  secretary  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  {.Mr.  Bkodrick,  Surrey, 
Guildford):  It  appears  from  a  despatch 
received  from  Her  Majesty's  Ambassiidor 
at  Constnntinopfe  that  the  prelates  in 
fpiestion  are  allowed  the  same  liberty  as 
the  other  inmates  of  the  monastery,  and 
that  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
they  are  subjected  to  any  special  treat- 
ment apart  from  the  punishment  of  not 
being  allowed  to  leave  their  present  place 
of  residence.  His  Excellency  understands 
that  an  annual  stipend  is  paid  to  them  by 
the  Imperial  Governmetit  through  the 
Armenian  patriarchate  at  Constantinople. 
In  these  drcnmstances  Her  Majesty's 
Government  do  not  propose  to  make  any 
special  represent^ition  to  the  Sultan  on 
the  subject 

TURKISH  LOAN  OF  1865, 

Mk.  DILLON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary   of  State  for   Foreign  Affairs 


when  he  expects  to  be  able  to  conunun 
eate  to  the  House  the  papers  connects 
with  the  concession  of  the  Turkish  1 

of  1855. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK:  No  deciaion    1 
been  come  to  on  this  question,  and  I  fe»r 
I   cannot   indicate  any   date   for    Uyioj 
Papers, 

THE  ANSAHS,   OF     ASHANTt 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Northumberlaui 
Tyneside) :  I  beg  to  ftsk  the  Secretar}^  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  with  reference  U$ 
the  petition  of  John  Ansah  and  AUiert 
Ossoo  Ansah ^  princes  of  the  late  kingdoia 
of  Ashanti,  presented  to  Her  Most 
Gracious  Majesty  the  Queen,  setting 
forth  their  grievances,  whether  he  » 
aware  that  they  rendered  material  aasi 
I  ance  to  the  late  Ashanti  Expedition  in 
advising  the  King  of  Ashanti  to  submit 
without  resistance  to  the  English  forces ; 
that  they  were  arrested  and  charged  with 
forgery,  and  were  tried  and  acquitted  of 
those  charges,  but  nevertheless  their 
property  and  effects  were  seized  aiid 
carried  away^  and  whether  the  house  of 
one  of  them  at  Coomassie  was  levelled  to 
the  ground  by  order  of  the  English 
authorities  ;  and  whether  it  is  the  in  ten* 
tion  of  the  Government  to  compensate 
the  Ansaha  for  any  damage  done  them, 
and  whether  they  or  any  one  of  them  will 
be  allowed  to  resume  the  possession  of 
any  property  which  they  or  he  may  have 
owned  or  possessed,  before  the  conquest 
of  Ashanti,  within  the  confines  of  that 
kingdom. 


Thk  SlilCRETARY   of   STATE  K\m 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamiikrlain, 
Birmingham,    W.)  :  I  have  no    informa- 
tion as  to  the  advice  which  wiis  given   by 
;  the    Messrs.    Ansah     to    the    King     of 
Ashanti.     It  is  true  that  they  were  tried 
I  on  a  charge  of  forging  their  credential*, 
,  and     acquitted  ;     but     Her      Majesty's 
Government   refused   to  entertain    their 
claim  for  compensation,  becfiuse,  while  not 
I  impugning  the  verdict,  they  considered 
,  that  there  was  a  case  for  trial  and  did 
not  find  that  any  suggestion  to  the  con- 
trary  was   made    when   the    trial    took 
,  place.     The  property  found  in  the  house 
'  of   Mr.   John  Ansah  at  Coomassie    was 
;  taken   posi^ession   of  by   the   police  and 
handed  over  to   their  counsel,    Mr.    T. 
Hutton  Mills,  after  the  trial.     No  house 
was   destroyed    in    connection  with    this 
case,  but  after  their  arrest  certain  native 
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huts  were  removed  in  order  to  clear  the 
ground  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fort  at 
C<K*raassie,  and  I  will  inquire  whether 
their  house  was  one  of  them.  Upon  the 
rjuestion  whether  thej  can  now  bo 
allowed  to  return  to  Coomassie  I  will 
consult  the  Governor  of  the  Gold  Coast. 
I  do  not  know  what  property,  if  any, 
they  possess  in  Ashanti. 

WEST  AFKICAN  LlQrt)H  TRAFFIC. 
Mh.  W.  F.  LAWRENCE  (Liverpool, 
Abcrcroruby)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  the 
authorities  for  the  Niger  Coast  Protec- 
torate and  other  West  African  posses- 
sions of  the  Crown  have  issued  notifica- 
tions of  an  additional  taxation  to  be 
placed  upon  spirits  ;  and  whether  in  the 
case  of  all  these  colonies  the  import 
duties  upon  spirits  were  already  higher 
in  the  British  territories  than  in  the 
adjacent  terri  tones  under  the  French 
and  German  flag ;  and  if  so,  whether  he 
can  state  what  will  be  the  amount  of  such 
increase,  and  the  duty  on  spirits  in  future 
to  be  levied  in  the  British  colonies  fis 
compared  with  similar  duties  levied  in  the 
French  and  German  territories. 

Mr.      J.      CHAMBEliLAIN :       The 
recently  signed  Convention  provides  for 
a  minimum  duty  of  about  3s,   per  proof 
gallon  throughout  the  Liquor  Zone,  with 
an  exception  in  the  case  of  Dahomey  and 
Togolandj  where  the  duty  will  be  about  , 
2s.  6d.  per  proof  gallon.     The  duties  in  ' 
Lagos  and  the  Niger  Coast  Protectorate  i 
were  recently  raised,  in  anticipation  of  an 
increase  of  the  general  minimum,  to  3s. 
per  proof  gallon.      The  duties  in  Sierra 
Leone  and  the  greater  part  of  the  Gold 
Coast  w«3re  already  38.  and   4s.   6d.  per  , 
prcMif  gallon  respectively.     In  the  case  of  j 
Sierra  Le^jne,  Gold  Coiist,  and  Lagos,  the 
duties  were  already  higher  than  in  the 
adjacent    territories   under   the    French 
flag.    There  is  a  Customs  L^nion  between 
the  Gold  Coast  District  east  of   the  Volta  i 
and  the  adjacent  German  possesion  of  | 
Togoland,  so  that  in  this  case  the  duties  j 
are  the  same.     In  the  case  of  the  Niger  ' 
Coast  Protectorate  the  duty  was  less  than 
in  the  adjoining  German  pc»ssession    of 
the  Camcnx»n8.     The  duties  in   all  the 
possessions    within     the     Liquor    Zone, 
whether   French,    German,   or    English, 
t^nnot,  of  course,  fall  below  the  minima 
fixed  by  the  Convention,  but  the  Con- 
vention  empowers  any   of  the  Govern 


ments  interested  to  raise  their  duties 
above  those  minima,  if  they  so  desiits ; 
and  it  is  therefore  itnpossiblo  at  present 
to  answer  the  latter  pirt  of  the  hon. 
Member's  question. 

FALSE  TRAN8VAAL  KEPnirm 
Mr.  BKYN  KOBiaiTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  his 
attention  has  been  dniwn  to  a  cablegram 
from  Cape  Town  stating  that  there  was  a 
report  that  he  was  conferring  with  Mr. 
Kbodes,  and  that  this  has  astoumlod  the 
local  community,  affecting  l^utch  opinion 
I  deplorably  ;  whether  he  is  aware  thsit 
the  Municipal  Council  of  Capo  Town  has 
recently,  by  a  large  majority,  refused  an 
address  of  welcome  to  Mr.  Rhodes  ;  and, 
whether,  in  order  to  allay  the  suspicions 
tb.it  appear  to  exist  in  South  Africa,  and 
to  prevent  all  possible  raiscoiistruction,  he 
will  refrain  from  all  interviews  with  Mr. 
Cecil  Rhodes. 

Mh.  j.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  am 
obliged  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  for  giving 
me  an  opi>ortunity  to  contradict  this  fid«e- 
hoocL  5ly  attention  wjis  drawn  to  the 
cablegntm  referred  to,  and  I  have 
authorised  Sir  Alfred  Milner  to  state 
that  I  have  had  no  eommtuiication  with 
Mr,  Rhodeii  on  Tninsvaal  affairs  sinco 
IS'JtJ.  I  may  take  this  oppcirtunity  to 
warn  the  House  against  believing  without 
confirmation  any  of  the  munerous  estate- 
ments  wliich  at  a  time  like  the  present  are 
invented  and  circulated  for  ol>vionj;  pur- 
pnses.  Pei'hapB,  Sir,  in  connection  with 
that^  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  I 
observed  in  the  ncwspaficrs  two  of  three 
djiys  ago  a  statement  tliat  has  been  re- 
pcatetl  in  the  evenitig  newsp:ipers  to- 
night, with  a  breadth  of  detail,  as  to  my 
having  made  arrangements  to  leave  this 
country.  The  newspapers  have  been 
mi^infonnod.  There  is  not  a  word  of 
truth  in  any  one  of  the  statements  that 
have  l>een  made.  I  have  not  engago<l 
earnagcss  either  in  this  country  or  in 
France,  and  I  have  no  intention  whatever 
of  leaving  this  country  at  the  present 
time. 

*'  ANTMiKfTlSH  "  PROPAGANDA. 
Sir  FXLIS  ASIIMF^XD-BARTLETT 
(Sheffield,  Ecclesall) :  I  l^g  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
confirmation  of  the  statement   that  the 
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Boer  Government  have  spent  considerable 
sums  of  money  upon  an  anti-British 
propaganda  in  Cape  Colony. 


MACNEILL    (Donegal, 
ifuestion  is  answered  I 


Mr.    swift 
S.) ;  Before  i^his 

should  like  to  draw  attention  to  a  matter 
of  form.  I  submit  that  this  liuestion  is 
grossly  out  of  order.  The  observation 
**Anti- British  propaganda^'  is  an  argu- 
mentative expression.  It  is  a  mere 
matter  of  opinion,  and  as  such  the 
question  winnot  be  asked.  It  is  like 
saying  **iinti-Boer  propaganda." 


direct  the  Commissioners  to  alter  the  form 
of  the  published  return  relating  lo 
brewers'  licences,  so  as  to  disclose  the 
ijiiiin titles  of  malt,  substitutes  for  malt, 
ur  un malted  grain,  and  of  hops  or  substi^ 
tiites  for  hops  used  by  each  individual 
brewer. 


*Mr,  SPEAKEK:  I  do  no  see  how  it 
could  be  put  otherwise. 

Mil  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  I  have  no 
information    which    1   can   give    to 
House. 


SHUNTING   FATALITY   ON   THE 
CHATHAM  AND  DOVER  RAILWAY, 

Mr.  MADDISON  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Coroner  Troutbeck,  in  an  inquiry  into  the 
death  of  Frederick  Goodacre,  a  shunter  in 
the  employ  of  the  London,  Chatham,  and 
Dover  Railway  Company,  in  which  ho  com- 
mented advei^ely  upon  the  darkness  of  the 
shunting  yard  and  the  practice  of  work- 
ing shunt-crs  Mvcrtimc,  and  whether  he 
hiis  instructed  one  of  the  sidjiJispectors 
to  iiiqtiire  into  this  fatality. 

The  PRE8IDP:NT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
Yea,  Sir,  an  inquiry  will  lie  ordered  into 
the  case.  There  is  some  (bscrepancy 
about  the  name  of  the  deceased,  but  we 
are  in  conimunicatiou  with  the  i-ailway 
compmy  on  the  aubjeet. 

BEER  MATERIALS  COMMITTEE. 
Sill  CITTHBERT  QUH.TER  (Suffolk, 
Sudbury)  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr,  Chancellor 
of  tlie  Kxchei(uer  whether,  in  conformity 
with  the  suggestion  contained  in  the 
Majoi'ity  Iteport  and  the  recommendation 
contained  in  the  Minority  Report  of  the 
Beer  Materials  Committee,  he  will  direct 
the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue  to 
require  brewers  for  sale  to  make  separate 
entry,  after  the  close  of  the  present  fiscal 
year,  of  all  substitutes  for  hops  used, 
describing  accurately  the  uatuie  ot  such 
nubstiLutet* ;  and  whether  he  will  furthej 


TiiK  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER  (Sir  M,  PIiCKS  Beach, 
Bnstol,  W.)  :  The  majority  of  the  Com- 
oiittee,  while  they  mentioned  that  hop* 
and  hop  substitutes  might  be  made  the 
subject  of  a  sepjirate  entry,  expressed  their 
opinion  that  no  deleterious  substitutes 
were  in  fact  used,  and  that  compulsory 
declaration  of  the  use  of  substitutes  would 
ser%'e  no  useful  end.  Legislation  would 
be  necessary  to  compel  brewers  to  make 
the  I  such  entries,  and,  in  view  of  the  Com- 
mittee's opinion,  I  have  not  seen  my  way 
to  propose  Jt.  The  suggestion  in  the 
second  paragraph  was  also  considered  by 
the  Committee,  but  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  was  that  it  would  involve  in- 
quisitorial interference  with  business  and 
I  a  departure  from  that  reticence  as  to 
individuals  which  is  an  essential  feature 
of  our  revenue  system. 


Sir  CUTIIBERT  QUILTER  :  Seeiiii; 

that  thiw  informatioji  is  in  the  hands  of  a 
large  number  of  pulilic  servants^  ciiu  the 
right  hon.  (Tcntleman  give  a!iy  reasoa 
why  it  shouki  l)e  withheld  from  Members 
of  this  (louse? 


METROPOLITAN     STREET     OBSTRUC- 
TIONS, 

General  LAURIE  (Pembroke  and 
Haverford  West) :  1  be^  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment  whether  his  attention  baa  been 
called  to  the  dismissal  by  the  presiding 
magistrate  at  Marylelxme  To  lice  Court, 
on  the  16th  May,  1899,  of  two  summonses 
against  carmen  for  perinitting  their  vans 
to  stand  on  the  roadway  longer  than  was 
necessary  for  loading  or  unlomling,  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  too  trivial,  and 
that  such  petty  prosecutions  were  an 
abuse  o!  the  statute  ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  practice  of  nbstmcting  the  trathc 
by  leaving  large  vans  often  in  two  ranks 
Ml  the  streets,  with  tbc  lior^ieA  feeding, 
«nd  often  without  anyone  in  charge,  for  a 
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Sir  M.    hicks   BEACH:  I  do  not 
know  that  it  is  in  the   hands   of   a 
number  of  ptil>lic  servants. 
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considerable  time,  is  causing  both  a  acrious 
obstruction  and  a  serious  danger ;  and 
whether,  in  the  Bill  for  regulating  the 
traffic  of  the  metropolis,  he  will  insert 
such  provisions  as  will  enable  the  police 
to  prevent  such  obstructions,  and  will 
make  the  enactment  so  clear  that  magis- 
trates Ciinnot  refuse  to  convict. 

♦The  under  secret AEY  for  the 
HOME  OFFICE  (Mn  Jessr  Cotxings, 
Birmingham,  Bordcaley)  :  The  answer  to 
the  first  paragraph  is  in  the  attirmative. 
The  police  possess  power  to  deal  with— 
and  they  do  deal  with — cases  of  obstruc- 
tion arising  from  vans,  &c.,  standing 
longer  than  may  be  necessary  for 
loading  or  uuloading,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  is  not  prepared  to  say 
that  the  obstruction  or  danger  aiiaing 
from  the  source  indicated  is  unduly  in 
excess  of  w^hat  must  inevitably  arise  from 
the  commercial  needs  of  the  metropolis. 
The  Secretary  of  State  does  not  think  it 
will  Ih3  necessary  to  introduce  any  further 
provisions  for  the  purpose  suggested  into 
the  Bill  now  before  the  House. 

NATURALISATION    CEHTIFICATES. 

Mr.  SWIFT   MacNETLL  :    I  beg  to 

ask  the  Secretary  of  Suite  for  the  Home 
Dcpirtment  whether  the  obtaining  of  a 
certificate  of  naturalisation  from  a  IVin- 
cijial  Secretary  of  State  as  a  British 
subject  by  an  alien  is  a  condition  pre- 
cedent to  l^ecoming  a  naturalised  British 
subject,  although  the  appliciint  for 
naturalisation  may  have  resided  In  the 
United  Kingdom  or  son-ed  under  the 
Crown  the  period  which  may  render  him 
qualified  for  naturalisation  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Naturalisation  Act  of  IHlO ; 
whether  the  Secretary  of  State  Ciin  give 
or  withhold  the  certificate  of  naturalisa- 
tion at  his  discretion ;  whether,  in  the 
event  of  refusal  to  grant  the  certificate, 
the  Secretary  of  SUvte  is  obliged  to  state 
the  gi^ouuds  of  refusal  :  and  is  there  any, 
and,  if  so,  what  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  SecreUiry  of  State  refusing  to 
grant  the  certificate  of  natiu-alisation  a^  a 
British  eubject  to  an  alien  who  has  fulfilled 
the  statutory  conditions  qualifying  him 
for  naturalisation. 


Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  :  The  answers 
to  a])  the  ban.  Member's  fpiestions  may 

Ebe  put  together  shortly  as  follows  : 
mi  alitni  who  is  a  malt'  and  of  full 
^e     ©an     only     become    a    naturalised 


British  subject  in  the  United  King- 
dom under  the  provisions  of  a  Per- 
somd  Act  of  Parliament,  or  by  receiving 
a  certificate  from  a  Secretary  of  State. 
Such  certificates  may  be  given  or  refused 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  at  his  discre- 
tion, without  reasons  assigned  and  without 
appeal 

ECCLESIASTICAL  JUDGES. 
Mu.  CHAriLf:S  McAUTIILJR  (Liver- 
pool, Excli.inge)  :  1  bt^g  to  ask  Mr. 
Attorney-General  whether  Sir  Arthur 
Charles  has  been  appointed  Dean  of 
Arches ;  if  so,  whether  the  appointment 
has  been  made  under  the  Public  Worship 
Regulation  Act^  and  approved  by  the 
Crown,  as  ret|nired  by  that  Act,  also  when 
such  approval  was  signified  ;  if  the  api>oint- 
ment  has  been  made  otherwise  than  under 
the  Public  Worship  Regulation  Act,  and 
under  what  law  and  by  whose  authonty 
it  has  been  made. 

*Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS:  It  has  been 
decided  to  appoint  Sir  Arthur  Charles  to 
be  a  Judge  of  the  Provincial  Courts  of 
Canterbury  and  York»  pursuant  to  the 
Public  Worship  Regulation  Act,  1874, 
Section  7  ;  and  the  necessary  formal  steps 
for  the  making  of  the  appointment  by  the 
Archbishops,  and  its  approval  and  ratifi- 
cation by  the  Crown,  are  ntiw  being 
carried  out.  A  Dean  of  Archers  is  not 
now  appointetL 

BKITISH    AinrSTS     AND    THE    PARIS 

EXHIHtTION. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  (Coniwall,  Balmin)  ; 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury what  amount  of  spiice  has  been 
allotted  to  the  exhibition  of  the  works  of 
British  artists,  past  and  living,  at  the 
forthcoming  Paris  Exhibition  ;  and  what 
proportion  will  be  appropriated  to  works 
of  art  produced  since  the  last  Paris 
Exhibition,  thus  securing  the  primary 
object  of  such  periodical  exhibitions — 
viz.,  the  illustration  of  the  progress  of 
contemporary  art. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr,  Hanbuuy,  Pres- 
ton): The  space  allotted  in  the  Paris 
Exhibition  for  British  works  of  art 
executed  since  the  1st  May,  1889*  consists 
of  three  i-ooms  aJid  [wiit  of  a  corridor  in 
the  new  Palace  of  Fine  Art.  These 
I  rooni^  iifl'ord  IGH  k^t  run  of  wall  sp;u;e 
available  for  hanging  paintings,  drawings, 
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etc.  Sculpture  of  all  nationalities  will  be 
distributed  tlirotighout  tbe  building  at 
the  discretion  of  the  French  authorities. 
Works  of  art  may  also  be  exhibited  in 
the  British  Pavilion  on  the  Quai  d^Orsay, 
but  the  Eoyal  Comniissiun  have  decided 
to  reserve  this  building  mmnly  for  the 
display  of  works  by  old  masters  of  the 
British  School. 

ASSISTANTS  TO  SUB  POSTMASTERS. 
Mr.  STEADMAN  :  1  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  represent- 
ing the  Postniastor-General,  if  there  is 
any  rule  or  regulation  prcveTrting  a  rural 
postman  performing  part  of  the  olHcial 
duties  of  a  sub  postmaster,  provided  that 
the  work  so  f»er formed  is  checked  or 
supervised  by  the  sub-postmaster. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  There  is  no  regula^ 
tion  on  the  point  referred  to;  but  it  is 
thought  undesirable  that  a  rural  postman 
should  perform  any  duties  in  the  office  of 
a  8ub-postmc'wter,  and  there  are  not  many 
eases  in  which  a  rural  postman  would 
have  sufficient  time  at  his  disposal  to 
admit  of  his  giviug  useful  service  as  an 
assistant  in  a  sub-office. 

CENTRAL  TELECfRAPH  STAFF, 
LONI)t)N. 

Mh.  M^GHEE  (Louth,  8.):  I 
Ijcg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Ti'easury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master-General,  whether  he  has  received 
a  petition  with  reference  to  permanent 
duties  from  noon  till  8  p.m.,  fi)rsvarded 
to  hira  in  February  last  by  a  section  oi 
the  telegraph  stufl'  of  the  Centred  Office, 
London  ;  whether  an  elected  committee 
of  the  staff  also  petitioned  him  with 
reference  to  the  Christmas  holidays  of 
18i)8  ;  and  whether  replies  can  now  be 
communicated  to  the  staff. 

Mh.  HANBURY:  The  petition  re- 
ferred to  in  the  fii-at  part  of  the  hon. 
Member's  question  was  duly  received, 
and  an  endeavour  has  been  made  to  comply 
with  it^  but  at  present  the  circnrastances 
do  not  admit  of  this  being  done.  The 
hours  complained  of  can,  however,  scarcely 
be  regarded  as  irksome,  and  the  Post- 
master-General does  not  consider  that 
any  haniship  will  be  involved  if  they 
have  to  be  maintained  for  a  time.  A 
petition  with  reference  t<»  the  Christmas 
holidays  of  1898  was  also  received,  and  a 
leply  w^as  given  on  the  20th  December, 


that  when  the  state  of  the  work  enablotl 
any  portion  of  the  staff  to  be  rele;4sed  in 
either  Christm-ts  week,  or  in  the  succeed 
ing  week,  without  additional  ex^pense  or 
inconvenience  to  the  public,  this  should 
be  done ;  and  eJTeet  was  given  to  ihlB 
decision  as  far  as  possible. 

njELAND-THE  BAGOT  ESTATE, 

Mr,  HAYDEN  (Roscommon,  &):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
f*ord- Lieu  tenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attentioii  has  been  dra\ru  to  certain  pro- 
ceedings in  reference  to  the  Bagot  estate^ 
which  took  place  in  the  Dublin  Courts  on 
2(>th  April ;  wii ether  he  h<is  received 
copies  of  resolutions  passed  recently  at  a 
pul>Iic  meeting  held  in  Ballymoe,  county 
Gal  way,  on  the  sulhse^uent  Sunday ; 
whether  the  C«mgestcd  Districts  Board 
have  been  negotiating  for  the  purchase  oj 
the  said  estate,  and  whether  subsequentl|' 
Sir  Nicholas  K,  OXronor,  British  Ambas- 
sador at  Constantinople,  intervened  as  a 
possible  purchaser ;  whether  any  repre- 
sentJitions  on  the  subject  have  been  or 
will  be  made  to  Sir  N.  R.  O'Conor,  with 
the  view  of  giving  to  the  people  the  ad- 
vantage arising  from  purchase  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  ;  and  whether 
that  Board  will  continue  its  negotiations 
to  secure  the  estate. 

*The  chief  SECRETARY  ron 
IRELAND  (Mr  G.  W.  Balfouu. 
Leeds,  Central) :  I  am  aware  of  tbe  pro- 
ceedings taken  by  the  Congested  I)is- 
[.ricts  Board  in  the  Land  Judge^a  Court 
respecting  this  estate.  The  Board  in* 
structcd  their  solicitor  to  negotiate  for 
the  jiurehase  of  portion  of  the  estate, 
and  he  appeared  oefore  the  Land  Judge 
in  reference  to  the  matter,  but  the  Land 
Judge  flecided  to  accept  the  offer  of  Sir 
Nicholas  0*Conor.  The  replies  to  the 
fourth  and  fifth  paragraphs  are  in  the 
negative. 

linSH    COUNTY     INFIRMAKIES. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N):  I 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lor 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  give  a 
Return  showing  the  proportionate  number 
of  governors  and  members  of  county 
councils  prescribed  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  manage  Irish  county  intir- 
maric!*,  and  the  data  as  to  contribution 
and  property  on  which  the  respective 
numbers  w^ere  determined ;  has  any,  and, 
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if  BO,  what  reply  been  given  to  the  pymtCvSt  |  without  an  Excise  licence  ;  is  Brady  still 
of  Queen's  County  Council  ji^ainst  the  in  possession  of  firearms  with  a  liciMice 
representation  they  were  afTorded  ;  and  |  under  the  Anus  Aet ;  and  is  it  the  in- 
on    what   basis    was   this   representation    tention   of   tht^  authorities   to  treat  this 


arrived  at. 

*Mr.  G.  W.BALFOUR:  The  Ketorn 
inditated  in  the  f[nestion  will  be  laid  on 
the  Tahle  of  the  House  as  aoon  as  the 
resfKctive  numbers  have  been  finally  de- 
cided. This  has  beer*  done  in  all  but  five 
cases,  with  respect  to  which  the  Local 
Govern  incut  Hoard  are  stiil  in  correspun- 
deuce  with  the  hxul  authoritici?.  Before 
finiilly  decidin«if  upjju  the  number  of  re- 
presentatives to  be  elected  by  the  county 
council  and  the  governors,  a  provisional 
stateuierrt  was  sent  to  each  council  of  the 
jjroposal  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
iind  the  views  of  the  council  were  invited. 
^\^here  the  representations  made  to  the 
Boaixi  appeared  to  demand  consideration 
they  have  modified  their  original  proposal, 
Li  ilie  case  of  Queen's  County,  the  Board 
have  added  five  members  to  the  number  of  the  case  have  l)een  fully  repcjrted  upon 
of  the  committee  formerly  fixed  to  be  !  to  my  right  hou,  friend  the  Attorney* 
elected  by  the  County  GnineiL  The  General  for  L^eland^  who  has  advised  that 
financial  particulars  were  in  each  case  it  is  not  necessary  to  have  Brady  brought 
auppli^cl  by  the  oflicers  of  the  board  of  ,  up  for  judgment 
governors     and    secretaries    of     county 


recent  conviction  as   a  contravention  of 
his  recognisance  to  be  of  gt>od  behaviour, 

nVK.  G.  W,  BALFOUR:  Since  I  re- 
plied to  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem  Iter's 
previous  <|uestion  of  the  21st  February 
respecting  this  man,  he  has  been  prose- 
cuted at  the  suit  of  the  Excise  authori- 
ties for  carrying  a  gun  without  a  licence, 
and  has  l>een  fined  in  a  sum  of  £^1  10s. 
Brady  is  not  in  possession  of  firearms, 
nor  has  he  a  licence  under  tlie  Peace 
Preservation  Act,  It  is  Ijelieved  that  the 
gun  which  he  used  on  the  oix';isiong  men- 
tioned belonged  to  his  son,  wdio  has  a 
licence,  and  who  has  been  warned  by  the 
police  that  if  he  did  not  take  steps  to 
prevent  the  use  of  the  w^eapon  b}^  his 
father  the  question  of  revoking  his  licence 
would  have   to  be  considered.     The  facta 


councils;  but  iis  the  Local  Governuient 
Board  do  not  audit  the  aec<mnts  of  county 
infirmaries  they  have  no  means  of  check- 
ing the  particulars  furnished  by  the 
oihcers  of  these  institutions. 

Mr.   T.    M.  HEALY  :  Can  the   right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  whether  he  hopes  to 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  May  I  ask  whether 
carrying  arms  ivithout  a  licence  is  not 
only  an  offence  against  the  Excise  but  also 
under  the  Arms  Act.  Why  was  not  this 
man  prosecuted  and  sent  to  gaol  for  three 
months,  as  the  Nationalists  wet*e  I 

^Mr.  a  W,  BALFOUR  :  As  the  hon. 


be  able  to  \i\y  this  Return  before  Thurs- 1  Gentleman  knows,  if  the  Excise  take  up 
day  or  Friday  next,  when  it  is  proposed  |  a  case  it  is  not  .dways  necessary  to  take  it 
to  take  the  L'ish  P]stimates  1  I  before  any  other  court. 


Mb.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not  think 
risable  to  lay  it  in  an  incomplete 
but  I  shall  be  happy,  if  it  is  not 
complete,  to  let  the  hon.  Mcml>er  see  any 
infomiation  he  wishes. 


CAERYING 
Ik  EL  AND, 


FIRE- 


I  beg  to  ask  the 


PENALTIKS     FOlt 
AKMS    IN 

Mr.  T.  M.  HKALY 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  liieutenant  of 
Ireland  what  is  the  result  of  his  promise 
to  inquire  into  the  breaches  of  the  law  of 
w^hJch  Thomas  Bra<ly,  of  Ballinaglera, 
County  Leitrira,  has  been  three  times  con- 
victed, viz.  at  Carrick  Assizes,  5th  June, 
189S,  for  firing  at  the  person ;  at  Doura 
Petty  Sessions,  on  9th  November,  LS9>^, 
nd  12th  April,  1899,  for  carrying  arms 


I      Mr.  T.  ^\.  HEilLY  :  In  one  court  you 
get  a  fine,  and  the  other  imprisonment. 

THE    ROSSMOHE    ESTATE. 
I      *Mr.   .MACALEESE   (Monaghan,  S.) : 
I  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
I  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  is  he  aware 
that  an  eviction  party  from  the  Kossmore 
estate  ofliee   at    Monaghan   attended  on 
Saturday,   the  .Ird  instant,  at  the  town- 
land  of  Cormary,  near  New  bliss,  to  eiict 
Francis  Finegan  and  his  sister  from  their 
farm  ;  that  the  woman  Finegan,  who  w\a8 
over  60  ye^irs  of  age,  was  lying  in  bed  ill 
when   the   bailiffs   arrived,   but    that    a 
doctor,    not    belonging    to    the   district, 
certifiefl   that  she  wiis  quite  fit  to  be  re- 
moved^ and  that  Mr.  Turner,   relieving 
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man  who  accompanied  him,  and  the  latter 
was  iTodereil  insensiljle  for  a  time  from  a 
blow  OD  the  head.  Stones  were  again 
thrown  at  Mr.  Mayiie  when  in  the  com- 
pany of  the  district  inspector,  but  he  was 
not  struck,  and  the  police  drove  the 
Orange  crowd  away  from  Dr.  Kidght'a 
house,  charging  the  crowd  with  trun- 
cheons and  di.spersing  them.  The  dis- 
trict inspector  and  a  number  of  police 
were  struck  with  atones.  The  actual 
stone-throwerd  were  jiot  detected,  as  the 
occurrence  took  place  in  the  darkness  at 
night  time,  and  no  arrests  have  been  made. 
Every  precaution  will  be  Uiken  by  the 
police  to  prevent,  a,s  far  as  possible,  a 
repetition  of  this  noting  and  disturbance 
in  which  both  parties  have  participated. 

miSH  LAND  PUKCHASE. 
Mr.  young  (Cavan,  E.) ;  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  with  reference  to 
the  delay  complained  of  by  the  tenants 
and  owners  of  land  in  Ireland  in  carrying 
out  the  Laud  Purchase  Acts  (Ireland), 
whether  bis  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  estiite  of  Rev.  E<lward  S.  Hcilly,  in 
Chancery,  near  Kingscourt ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  a  number  of  tenants  on 
that  osteite  have  agreed  with  the  land- 
lord.s  to  purchase  at  a  price  already  fixed, 
and  have  lodged  with  the  Land  Commis- 
sion the  usual  affidavits  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts,  and  no  Court  valuer  has 
since  been  sent  to  inspect  the  holdings  ; 
and  if  he  can  state  the  cause  of  tie! ay  or 
say  when  the  Court  valuer  will  come 
down  to  inspect  these  holdings. 

Mr.  G.  W.  B^ILFOUR:  The  esUte 
referred  to  is  for  sale  in  the  Land  Judge^s 
Cotii-t,  and  in  niiie  cases,  by  applications 
lodged  with  the  Land  Commissioners  so 
recently  as  the  15th  of  March  last^  the 
tenants  have  applied  for  a<lvauces  to 
enable  them  to  purchase  their  holdings  in 
that  Court.  Two  similar  applications 
were  also  lodged  on  the  27th  of  the  same 
month.  The  caaes  have  been  referred  to 
one  of  the  Commissioners'  inspectors,  but 
owing  to  the  number  of  cases  on  his 
hiutds  he  has  not  yet  Loon  able  to  visit 
the  holdings.  This  will  be  done  by  him 
at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity. 

DISTRICT   INSPKrTnil   MEKHAN, 
MilJ   r.  FARKKLL  (Cavau,  W.) '  I 
bog  to  ask   the  Chief  Seeretiiry  to  the 
Lofil  LieutenarU    of    Ireland    whether    a 


complaint  m^is  made  to  the  Inspector- 
General,  Royal  Irish  Const^bularTr  as  to 
the  conduct  of  District  Inspector  Meehon, 
'  Car  rick-on -Shannon,  in  threatening  to 
estreat  a  man's  recognisances  becHuae  he 
called  a  local  magistrate  by  bis  Christian 
name ;  and  will  the  inquiry  be  granted. 

Mr,  a,  W,  BALFOUR :  The  reply  to 
the  first  p-iragraph  is  in  the  atfirraative 
It  appears  the  man  in  question  was 
making  a  practice  of  calling  after  the 
magistrate  by  his  Christian  name  in  an 
offensive  manner  every  time  he  pas8e<i 
The  Inspect/or-Gencral  has  informed  tbi* 
writer  of  the  complaint  that  he  had 
in<|uired  into  the  matter  and  found  it  did 
nc  »t  call  for  his  further  interference. 

I  LONGFORD   AND  THE   AGRI- 

'  CULTURAL  GItANT, 

Mr.  J.  P,  FARRELL    I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu* 
I  tenant  of  Ireland  on  what  basis  the  allot- 
ment of  the  county  Longford  portion  of 
the  Agricultural  Grant  was  fixed,     'WTut 
excluded   charges   (if    any)   wore    taken 
into  account  in  fixing  the  amount  for  the 
j  half-year  at  £4,S)05  5s.  ;  will  he  explain 
I  why  it  is  that,  although  the  figures  on 
I  which   this  c.tlculation  was   based   have 
been   asked  for  by  the  County  Council^ 
no  reply  has  been  vouchsafed  ;  and  will 
he  see  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
supply  full  information  as  desired. 

Mr.   a  W.    Bi\XFOLTR:    The   baais 

on  which  the  Agricultural  Grant  to  Long- 
ford, as  to  other  counties,  was  fixed,  is 
defined  in  Sections  48,  49,  ii^^^  and  57  of 
the   Act  of    last    year.      The    excluded 
charges,  in  the  case  of  Longfonl,  consist 
of  charges  for  malicious  injuries,  relief  of 
distress,  and  special  sanitary  rates.    They 
affected  the  grant  to  the  extent  of  al>oiit 
I  £90.     The  information  a^ked  for  by  the 
I  County   Council  was  not  givt>n   by  the 
I  Local  Government  Board,  but  I  projKise, 
I  as  already  stated,  to  lay  on  the  Table  of 
!  the     House    a     general     menu)ran*lum 
I  explaining  the  methods  adopted   in  order 
I  to   arrive  at   the    basis    on    which    the 
I  amounts  of  the  (trant  have  been  calcu- 
lated. 

Mr,  J,    P.  FARRELL:  When  will  it 
be  laid  1 

Mil  G.  VV.  UALFOUR:  I  hojie  before 
the  Irish  Estimates  come  on. 
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RIOTING 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whet!iei  he  can  state  what  steps 
have  heen  taken  by  the  employ ei-s  on  the 
(Jiioens  Island  and  in  other  estahl i sh- 
ine rits  in  Belfast,  where  Konmn  Catholie 
workers  have  l>een  attacke<l,  to  protect 
the^e  workers  and  preserve  the  peace  ? 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  maTiagers 
of  Messrs,  Harhmd  and  Wolfts,  Queen's 
Ishmd,  have  given  notice  that  they  will 
reduce  the  hours  of  work  in  ease  uf 
renewed  disturbance,  and  have  oHered  a 
reward  of  £500  for  proof  of  assault  on 
Roman  Catholic  workers  in  the  mills. 
Quiet  generally  prevails,  and  the  em- 
ployers and  managers  are  most  anxioua  to 
ensure  the  safety  of  their  Catholic 
workers,  I 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  I 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  Roman 
l*atholic  girls  in  several  of  the  miHs  in 
Belft'ist  have  been  attacked,  beaten,  and 
driven  from  their  work  ;  whether  any 
public  meeting  of  the  respectable  Pro- 
testants of  Belfast,  or  of  the  employers  of 
labotir,  has  been  held  to  condemn  these 
proceedings ;  and  whether  the  Lord 
Mayor  and  magistrates  of  the  city  have 
taken  any  steps  to  condemn  and  put  a  stop 
to  these  proceedings. 

Mr.  G.  AV.  BALFOLTR  :  I  am  aware 
that  asfetaults  were  committed,  on  the  8th 
instant,  on  three  Roman  Catholic  girls 
employed  in  mills  in  Belfast,  by  a  crowd 
^f  women.  Four  of  the  accused  have 
been  convicted  by  the  magistrates ;  two 
<»f  them  were  sentenced  to  a  month's 
imprisonment  each,  and  the  remaining 
two  were  fined  in  a  sum  of  Xil  e^ich,  with 
jts.  1  have  no  information  as  to  the 
'^jecond  paragraph.  No  meeting  of  the 
magistrates  hits  l)een  considered  necessary 
by  the  Lonl  Mayor,  the  city  having  b^en 
<iuiat  for  sotne  days  past. 

CLKUKS  UF   IlilSH  FN  IONS. 

Mlt,  TULLY  (Leitriai.  kS.):  I  beg  t(» 
-ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that 
clerks  of  unions  have  been  always  paid, 
jii  part  of  their  duties,  for  checking 
periodically  the  nite  collectors'  accounts  ; 
whether  it  is  proposed  by  the  Local 
<iovernmQnt  Boird  un  br  a  recent  Order 
in  Council  to   pay  t'iem   an  additional 


sum  of  5s.  per  hundred  names  for  check- 
ing the  colloctoi^^  books  ;  and  whether 
he  ciin  state  on  what  grounds  it  is  pro- 
posed to  increiise  in  this  w^ay  the  remune- 
ration of  clerks  of  unions . 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  While  the 
boards  of  guardians  were  the  rating 
authorities  it  was  puri  of  the  ordinary 
dut}'  of  the  clerk  of  the  union  to 
examiiie  pcri'xlically  the  accounts  of  the 
poor  rate  collectors,  but  no  special 
remuneration  was  allowed  for  this  work. 
This  duty  now  ilevulves  upon  the  secre- 
taries to  the  coujUy  councils.  It  is 
obvious  that  a  county  secretary  will 
require  assistance  in  the  checking  of  the 
accounts  of  the  collectors  for  an  entire 
county,  and  it  was  therefore  thought 
desirable  to  permit  the  county  coutunl  to 
authorise  their  secretary  to  .appoint  these 
experienced  clerks  of  unions  tu  act  as  his 
deputy  for  this  important  ivork.  It  is 
optional  with  county  c^jtmcils  to  avail- 
themselves  of  this  permission,  but  if  they 
do  so  the  clerk  will  be  entitled  to 
remuneration  at  the  rate  raention*.Ml  in 
the  question. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE, 

Mr,  J.  P.  FAKRELL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
he  will  put  down  the  Local  Government 
Vote  or  the  Constabulary  Vote  in  the  Irish 
Fstimates  for  discussion  m\  Friday  next, 
so  as  to  faciliUvte  discussion  by  Irish 
Members. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TkEA- 
SURY  (Mr.  A,  J.  Balfouk,  Manchester, 
F^) :  I  think  the  Votes  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man suggests  are  very  important  ones, 
and  I  think,  probably,  it  would  be  con- 
venient that  they  should  bo  put  down 
first.  1  do  not  propose  to  go  further 
than  that  until  I  hear  what  the  views  of 
the  Members  fiom  Ireland  are.  I  assume 
that  **next  Friday"  in  the  question  is  ^ 
misprint.  I  presume  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man means  Friday  week.  The  Scotch 
Estimates  are  put  down  for  to-morrow. 


Captain 


Will  the  right  h«m 


DONELAN  (Cork,  K): 
(tentlcman  endeavour 
to  arrange  for  Irish  Bills  and  Irish  Esti- 
mates to  be  taken  as  nearly  as  pus>ib!e 
consecutively  1 

Mr.  a.  J,  BALFOUR:  I  am  alwiys 
prepared  to  do  that  if  I  can.  My  presjnt 
idea  is  to  give  two  days  consecutively  ti^ 
Irish  Supply^Thursday  and  Friday  in 
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next  week.  I  do  not  make  any  promise, 
but  if  I  can  arran^^e  that  I  shall  certainly 
do  so,  as  it  would,  of  course,  be  for 
the  convenience  of  Members  from  Ireland. 
With  regard  to  Irish  Bills,  I  am  afraid  I 
cannot  promise  that  any  Iri.sh  Bills  will 
be  taken  next  week. 


INDIAN   TAIUFF  ACT,   1899. 


*SiR  H.  H.  FOWLER  (Wolverhamp- 
ton,  E.) :  I  rise  to  move  *'That  a  humble 
address  be  presented  to  Her  Majesty 
praying  that  Her  Majesty  will  be  pleased 
to  disallow  the  Indian  tariff  Act,  1899." 
That  Act  provides  that  the  Governor- 
General  in  Council  may  impose  upon  any 
article  which  receives  any  bounty  or 
gi'ant  on  its  exportation  from  the  country 
in  which  it  is  manuftictured  an  additional 
duty  on  its  importation  into  India  equal 
in  amount  to  such  bounty  or  grant.  In 
pursuance  of  that  statute  the  Governor- 
General  has  imposed  upon  all  sugar  im- 
ported into  India  from  the  Argentine 
Republic,  Austria-Hun«;ary,  Belgium, 
Denmark,  France,  Germany,  Hol- 
land, and  Russia  countervailing  duties, 
vaiying  from  10  rupees  to  180 
rupees  per  ton,  oi\  tiiking  the 
rupee  at  Is.  4d.,  iwnn  l.*5s.  4(1.  per  ton  to 
£12  per  ton.  In  respect  of  the  two 
countries  with  which  India  is  mainly 
concerned  and  from  which  practically  all 
the  European  sugar  comes  to  India-  - 
namely,  Germany  and  Austria— this  duty 
varies  from  £1  4s.  per  ton  to  £1  15s.  6d. 
per  ton.  I  may  say  in  passing,  in  order 
that  tluMc  may  b(»  no  misconception  on 
the  }H)int,  that  though  the  noble  Lonl 
the  Secretary  for  India  has  becni  asked 
questions  in  regard  to  it,  these  duties  are 
in  jwldition  to  the  existing  duty  of  5  per 
cent,  on  all  sugar  imported  into  India, 
which  varies  from  14s.  to  15s.  per  ton  on 
refined  sugar*  and  from  .'5s.  Gd.  to  4s.  per 
ton  on  raw  sugar.  Before  I  proceed  to 
discuss  the  policy  of  this  measure  I  nnist 
notice  the  objection  which  has  been  taken 
to  any  interference  on  the  jmrt  of  this 
House  with  the  action  of  what  has  l)een 
eddied  the  local  authority,  and  to  any 
dealing  differently  with  the  financial 
policy  of  India  from  (he  manner  in 
which  we  deal  with  the  financial  policy 
of  our  self-governing  colonies.  That 
objection  proceeds  on  an  entire  miscon- 
ception of  the  constitution  of  India  and  of 
the  legislation  and  pmctice  which  defines 
the  relationship  between  that  Government 


and  the  Imperial  Parliament.     When  the 
Government  of  India  was  transferred  to 
;  the  Grown  all  the  powers  Vested  in  the 
I  Board    of  Directors    of  the   East    India 
I  Company   and  in  the  Board  of    Control 
I  which  represented  the  Imperial  authority 
were  vested  in  the  Secretary  for  India, 
I  and  three  yeara  after  that  transfer  took 
'  place  the  India  Council   Act  was  passed, 
'  which  practically   regulates  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  at  the  present  time.     That 
Council  consists  of  the  Viceroy  and  six 
other    members,    and    that    Council    is 
technically  and  literally  the  Government 
of  India.     Every  member  of  the  Council 
'  is  appointed  by  the  Crown ;  but  the  Act 
passed      in     1862,     and     subsequently 
modified,  Siiid  that  when  the  Council  was 
assembled  for  the  purpose  of  making  laws 
j  and  regulations  there  should  be  adaed  to 
I  it  a  certain  numl)er  of  additional   mem- 
bers.     Those   additional  members  must 
not  be  less  than  ten  and  they   must  not 
be  more  than  sixteen  ;  but  in  the  selection 
of    those    members    there    is    no    trace 
of  what  we  call  popular  representation. 
Six  of  the  members  are  officials   of  the 
Government     of     India     appointed     by 
the  Viceroy,  and  the  remaining  ten  are 
non-otlicial  members.     Of  these  ten  four 
are  nominated  by  the  Provincial  Lemsla- 
ture,  and  one  by  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  Bengal,  but  these  nominations 
are   again    subject    to   the   veto   of   the 
Vicero}',    and    the    remaining    five    are 
nominated    by    the    Viceroy   in  such  a 
manner   as   appears   most   suitable  with 
reference  to  the  legislative  reipiirements 
and     adequate     representation     of     the 
different  classes  of  the  community.     This- 
body  has  a  very  limited  jurisdictfon.    No- 
measures  affecting  finance,  taxation,  debt,. 
and   some   other   matters  with  which  I 
need  not  trouble  the  House,  can  be  intro- 
duced   without    the   Viceroy's    consent. 
Now,  I  am  not  in  any  way  criticising  this 
mode  of  governing  India— I  believe  it  has 
worked  wisely   and  worked  well  ;  but  it 
does  not  possess  tjither  the  ehanictcristies 
or    the    independent    authority    of    the 
elected  legislatures  of  our  self-governing, 
coloines.     It  may  be  siiid.  Be  that  as  it. 
may,  it  is  a  legislative  body,  and,  as  such, 
so  long  as  it  is  a  legislative  bcxly,  may  it 
not  1h)  entrusted  with  the  sole  control  of 
matters     which     exclusively     apply     to 
India  \     That  question  htus  been   raised 
more  than  once,  and  it  has  been  dispo-sed 
of  by   two  great    Secretaries  of    State, 
the  Duke   of    Argyll    and   the    present. 
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Primo  Minister,  Lortl  Kalia1>ur\%  The  |  Ealing) : 
Duke  of  Argyll  dealt  with  that  nuestron  despatch  ? 
of  general  legislation  on  general  policy  ; 
Lord  Salisbury  dealt  with  it  on 
fitianciul  mutters,  and  at  a  time  and 
under  cotiditioTis  whii'h  form  an  almost 
exiictly  opposite  precedent  to  the  objec- 
tion to  the  present  situation.  Lord 
Sulisbury  was  called  upon  to  deal  with 


Ad,  1899. 
What    is     the     dftte 


1-202 
of    the 


♦Sir  H.  H.  FOWLER  :  It  is  the  des- 
patch of  xMarch  17,  1876.  It  is  the 
(iespatcfi  which  i-egidates  the  relations  of 
th<^  Irvdian  and  Imperial  Governmt^nts. 
That»  Sir,  is  my  justification  for  asking 
the  House  now  to  review  this  gi-eat 
the  contention  that  the  Viceroy  and  his    chai^ge  in  the  tariff  of   India,   and   for 

"         "    '  '  '     pointing  to  what  the  Finance  Minieter  of 

Inrlia  describes  as  a  new  chapter  in   the 

When  the 


I 


Council  should  be  as  independent  with 
respect  to  the  finances  of  India  as  the 
elected  legislatures  and  the  respornsilile 
Governments  of  Australia  and  Canada 
were.  Now,  I  am  not  going  to  tiouble 
the  House  with  any  quota tions  u|K»n  the 
general  question,  but,  as  E  do  think  this 
point  may  l*e  cleai^ed  up  at  once  and 
ftnally,  I  must  quote  two  or  three  sen- 
tences from  that  very  able  despatch  of 
Lord  Salisbury.     He  says  : 

'It    b   not  open    to    question    that    Her 
M 
to 


tist^il  history  of  that  country. 
Statute,  which  is  now  limited  to  sugar— 
although,  as  the  House  will  notice,  it  is 
not  contined  to  sugar,  l>ut  covers  other 
foreign  imports — when  the  Bill  was  intro- 
duced, the  following  official  statement 
was  made  aw  l>ehalt  of  the  (rovcrnment 
of  India  : 

♦'The  present   liill  lian  l>een  prepartMl  wHU 
the  uhject  iji  eimhlint;  the  Government  of  India 
'     '  ■     '    L^  to 

u-s  tries 


ajesty'sUovernment  areaaiimphre^ntonsible    [.^  iiniK>^«'  ronntf^miTlinii  fluties,  and  Ihu 
Pjirltament  for  the  government  of  Inaia  hs  ,  ..reserve  the  i^n^nr  cuUivatioa  and  itnlu-st 

they  are  tor  any  of  tlie  Oow  n  coloah^s  of  the  j  ^^f  Itulia." 

Empire.     .     ,     .     Nor  has  any  exception  l^een  ' 

made,   either   legally  or    in    eon«ititutional    The  first  point,  therefore,  which  I  shall 

practioe,   in  favour  of  (^iiestions  of    fifj^nce.    f]^^\  ^jth  is  the  sugar  cultivation  and  the 

.^^^^^^^^.^^  of  India.  Statistics  as  to  the 
area  of  land  in  India  which  is  under 
sugar  cultivation  arc  not  complete,  but  I 
thirds  the  statement  that  is  made  in  the 
Blue  Book  may  be  taken  as  practically 
accurate.  The  Government  of  India, 
in  a  despatch  which  I  shall  have  to  deal 
with  later  on  in  my  speech,  stated  that 
the  area  under  sugar-cane  in  India  is  about 
two  and  a  half  million  acres,  but  the 
figures  which  are  given  later  in  the 
appendix  to  the  Bhie  Book  show  that  the 
average  land  imdor  sugar  cultivation  for 
the  five  years  ended  1?^96  was  *2,lfU0,000 
acres.  That  fi  i> u re  went  do wi  i  to  2, 05 1 , 000 
in  1896^97,  and  to  2,675,000  in  1897-98, 
There  is  no  record  of  what  the  figure  is 
at  the  present  time.  But  I  think  the 
figures  are  under  estimated,  and  that  the 
number  of  acres  may  be  safely  taken  as 
something  like  3,0OCf,000  ;  but  the  House 
must  remember  that  in  this,  as  in  all 
other  Indian  matters,  things  are  on  a 
colossal  scale.  Two  million  acres  in  India 
are  a  very  difierent  thing  from  2,000,000 
acres  in  most  other  countricj^.  The 
entire  area  of  India  is  something  like 
224,000,000  acres,  and  therefore,  however 
important  the  sugar  crop  may  be — and 
I  should  be  the  last  man  to  undervalue 
it — it  is  well  for  the  House  to  i  emember 
tliat  the  land  urder  sugar  cultivation  is 
only  1 J  per  cent,  of  the  whole  area  under 
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which  your  predecessor  propo^e^  **|'eciaUy  to 
withdraw*  from  the  action  of  the  htmieijovern- 
ment.  <>n  the  contrary,  the  vij^^ihinoe  of 
ParUatiient  in  more  active  and  the  weijf ht  of 
Parliaraentani^  responi^ibility  more  strongly 
felL  in  respect  to  finance  than  in  re-^pect  to  any 
otiier  departmeni  of  Indian  i^ovemnient.  .  .  . 
It  nei^essarily  foUovv«  that  the  control  exercised 
by  Her  Maje-^ly's  (Jnenmient  over  financial 
|>olicy  mu8t  he  effLMitive  al^***,  ,  .  ,  In 
scrutinising  the  control  exercised  o%'er  the 
tiovernment  uf  India  hy  Her  Maje^ty'^  (k>vem- 
ment«  and  the  giound.'^  for  matn laming  tliat 
coat  ml,  it  mnnt  l*e  lK)rne  in  mind  that  thesuper- 
in' ending  authority  nf  rarJiamcni  i^  the  reason 
and  the  nteinurc  or  the  auihurity  e\erci»e<l  hy 
th»?  re.H[ion>ible  Minister>i  of  ihe  Crown,  and 
that  if  the  one  power  is*  limitetl  tlie  oHiernjust 
he  limited  at  the  same  tim*;.  It  in  inipo'^Mhle* 
iherefore,  that  *meaBure*  alfecting  Customs 
and  finance  can  he  dealt  wnth  on  the  re?j»onMi- 
hility  of  the  Governnierit  of  India,*  as  your 
pred«CHSsor  in  Council  has  suggested.  So  far 
i%H.  ParUarnent  is  roncemfd,  no  ^nch  re^jionsi 
bility  exi«t«.  Tlie  only  ic-ipon*ihiIity  ro 
Parliantent  is  tlnit  of  Minintcrs  of  the  Cnjwn. 
,  .  .  MeasnreH  alfefting  tl>e  tarilf  touch 
{•ubjects  which  are  not  exclusively  of  Indian  , 
eont*ern.  Thev  indnence  the  pruBperity  of  | 
trade  and  intfustrv  outride  the  confines  of  j 
India,  and  they  rebate  to  matters  on  which  ' 
Her  Maj**sfy'»  (rovernmeat  i^  in  coni^tant  ' 
negotiaiitm  with  foreign  Powers  Such  con-  ! 
ftiderations  mny  fiirnif^h  itoport  int  element?*  in 
conf^idering  the  ex|Hiiliency  of  linancial  pro- 
po^'ih,  hut  they  are  noceKsanlv  lesf*  fully 
within  the  cognisance  of  the  Indian  than  of 
the  Iui|i6rial  tiovernment.'* 

*Thk  SECRETAliV  of   STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  M  t1  loaex 
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cultivation  at  the  present  time.  The 
crop  from  this  acreage  is  taken  by  the 
Government  of  India — and  I  do  not  dis- 
pute the  figures,  though  some  authorities 
give  it  as  much  larger — at  one  ton  per 
acre,  so  that  the  sugar  crop  from  3,000,000 
acres  is  3,000,000  tons  of  raw  sugar. 
Now,  Sir,  it  is  a  difficult  question,  to  say 
the  least,  as  to  what  proportion  of  that 
product  of  Indian  sugar  is  consumed  in 
the  raw  state  and  how  much  of  it  is 
refined.  But  in  the  report  in  this  Blue 
Book  of  one  of  the  largest  districts  where 
sugar  is  cultivated-  the  North- West  Pro- 
vinces and  Oudh    -the  official  says  : 

"  The  Ikjsi  estimate  I  can  give  Is  that  one- 
iiftli  of  the  raw  sugar  pro<luce(l  is  reHne<l,  and 
four-tifths  consuiiie<i  in  the  natural  state." 

I  believe— I  am  told,  and  there  are 
gentlemen  in  the  House  who  will  correct 
me  if  I  am  wrong — I  believe  that  a  very 
large  quantity  of  sugar  is  consumed  as 
cane  both  .as  an  article  of  food  and  enjoy- 
ment. The  principal  method  of  refining 
which  prevails  in  India  is  crushing  and 
boiling  down  the  raw  product,  and  that 
is  the  beginning  and  ending  of  the  re- 
fining of  a  large  portion  of  the  sugar  in 
India.  The  refining,  as  the  word  has 
been  used  in  this  controversy,  is  on  a 
very  small  scale.  The  machinery  is  in- 
adequate, the  processes  are  defective,  and 
when  I  tell  the  House  that  in  the  return 
on  the  moral  and  material  progress  of 
Ii.dia  of,  I  think,  1896  and  1«97,  the 
Government  there  state  that  the  entire 
nujnber  of  what  we  call  sugar  factories 
or  refinenes,  as  we  undei-stand  them  in 
this  country,  was  only  thirteen  in  the 
whole  of  India,  an  increase  of  two  since 
1889,  they  will  see  that  the  sugar  in- 
dustry of  India  was  on  a  very  limited 
scale.  India  gets  its  sugar  from  two 
sources — European,  which  is  bounty-fed  ; 
non-European,  which  is  not  bounty-fed, 
and  the  bulk  of  the  latter  comes  from 
Mauritius.  In  1891  the  inqMnt  into 
India  was  147,000  tons  -and  I  mention 
the  year  1891  l)ecause  it  wfis  not  until 
that  year  that  there  wjis  any  inqxat  into 
India  of  (Tcnnan  or  Austrian  bounty-fed 
sugar.  That  represented  the  normal 
conditions  of  trade.  In  1896  it  had 
fallen  to  137,000  tons.  In  1897  it  was 
1-43,000  tons.  In  1898,  the  year  (»n 
which  so  many  of  these  controversies 
turned,  and  the  year  after  the  famine,  it 
rose  to  230,000  tons,  and  for  the  year 
ended  March  31,  1H99,    it   had   fallen  to 

Sir  H.  H.  tWltr, 


203,000  tons.  Of  the  imports  in  1898 
109,000  tons  were  bounty-fed,  and  in 
1899  74  000  tons  were  bounty-bed.  I 
want  the  House  to  understand  the  true 
meiuiing  of  these  figures.  We  are  deal- 
ing with  a  native  trade  which  on  a  mo«t 
!  moderate  estimate  represents  3,000,000 
'  tons.  We  aie  dealing  with  a  trade  which 
is  threatened  with  the  impoi*tation  oi 
200,000  tons,  and  you  are  asked  to  take 
special  j)recautions,  to  pass  special  legis- 
lation in  order  to  penalise  74,000  tons. 
Where  does  this  sugar  come  from  ?  In 
1 896  Austria  and  Germany  sent  36,000 
tons  ;  in  1897  they  sent  43,000  tons  ;  in 
'  1898,  107,000  tons  ;  and  in  1899  i(  had 
"fallen  to  74,000  tons.  The  Mauritiiw 
plays  no  small  })art  in  the  supply  of  sugar 
to  India  and  in  the  initiation  of  this  legis- 
lation. In  1896  the  Mauntius  sent 
78,000  ;  in  1897,  83,000  :  in  1898 
and  in  the  year  which  has  closed 
1 05,000  tons.  Now  these  are  the 
facts  as  to  this  threatened  industry,  and 
I  hope  the  House  will  not  forget  that  in 
face  of  these  increased  imports  the  popuk- 
tion  of  India  during  the  period  over 
which  these  figures  nm  has  been  increas- 
ing at  the  rate  of  at  least  two  millions  per 
annum,  and  therefore  there  must  neces- 
I  sarily  be  an  increased  supply  and  in- 
creased consumption.  These,  as  I  say, 
being  the  facts,  I  must  atk  the  House  to 
go  with  me  through  the  history  of  the 
legislation  which  I  am  asking  for  an 
Address  to  the  Crown  to  disallow  :  and  I 
think,  so  far  as  Parliamentary  history  and 
Ministerial  di})lomacy  are  concerned,  this 
is  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  instinc- 
tive Blue  Hooks  which  has  ever  been 
placed  on  the  table  of  this  House.  There 
is  nothing  in  this  Hlue  Book,  no  document, 
prior  to  May  r)th,  1898.  We  do  not 
,  know  what  jwissed  between  the  (rovern- 
nient  at  home  and  the  Government  of 
of  India;  but  in  May,  1898,  the 
Government  of  India  sent  home  a  des- 
patch containing  three  enclosures.  They 
did  not  refer  to  any  previous  communica- 
tion from  home,  and  perhaps  the 
nol»lc  Lord  will  tell  us  whether  this 
was  a  reply  to  any  communication 
from  the  home  authorities.  At  present 
it  looks  like  a  bolt  fi-om  the  blue  so  far 
as  India  is  concerned.  The  (Government 
of  India  had  l>een  approached  by  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Hengjil  as  to 
India  being  represented  at  the  Hiussels 
Conference  on  the  Sugar  (Question.  They 
sent  a  long  letter  from  three  great  firnis 
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in  CtilcutUi,  deacnhing  the  effect  of  the 
unrestricted  importation  of  bounty -fed 
sugar,  iind  anking  the  Goveniment  to  t^ike 
8t€ps  to  deal  with  it.  The  only  other 
otticial  document  itccompanying  this  des- 
patch was  a  letter  from  the  (Governor  of 
the  Xorth-Wcst  Provinces^  who  appears 
also  to  have  been  approached  by  the 
Chamber  of  Cloinmorco  in  his  district. 
He  Sfiid  in  it  that  ho  had  no  reason  to 
believe  that  the  sugar  industry  had  yet 
been  seriously  threatened  by  the  impor- 
tation of  bounty-fed  sugar,  but  the 
extension  of  the  great  industry  in  this 
province  was  a  matter  whii;h  appeared  to 
bti  of  much  imiKirtance,  ami  that  it  should 
receive  the  attention  of  the  Governmont^ 
and  kept  under  observation  at  the  Gori 
ference.  That  is  the  information  on 
which  the  Government  of  India  pro- 
ceeded. Now,  I  must  read  what  that 
Government  says  on  t\w  subject.  First 
they  say  that  they  approve  of  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Bengal  Chamber  of  Com- 
inerce  that  India  should  be  represented 
kl  the  Conference.     Then  they  say  : 

**  An  examiruition  of  the  >*tateTiient3  in  tlie 
m>tc  un  the  t;H'eft  on  tlit;  wupir  cane  in<lu*«try 
Mf  India  of  the  unre-^tricttni  icnportatiun  Jf 
boatit^fe*!  sugHr,  which  foniiH  one  of  the  en - 
ehnui-rts  of  till**  denjiawh,  \viXi\i*  ux  t/t  the  c;on- 
fhi*ion  that  while  the  co<up«tition  i>f  irnnorteJ 
su^'^nr  Mjf  which  thre<*  h'thn  nre  oitne  ;>«}^'ari 
may  have  reihioed  the  prolit^  of  ihe  reHiinig 
indu^itry,  it  doew  not  aprie^ir  t^j  have  iniit+jrially 
nfFei'ted  th«  pmdueer.  He  relie^^  imiinly  *tn  the 
deiiiADii  for  unrefinQfl  sii;iHrt  whii-h  constitutes 
i»even-ei;*hths  of  the  trade,  ami  in  re?ijiecL  of 
theft**  1M3V en -ei;4litlis  there  t^eeniH  to  lie  no  rea^non 
to  apureheiid  that  the  protlu«*er  m  pndit'*  fiave 
been  lowereil  by  the  inrreiiM^ii  intportathjn  of 
beet  HU^ttr,  While,  then?fi»re,  we  aHhere  t^j 
the  position  ^tntwi  in  the  tiuanriu)  tt««N|4itohe< 
of  Felimaiy  14,  IHHS.  and  May  U,  IHHM  and 
are  prepared  to  pre?**  for  thtMihoHtion  of  the 
«ugfir  boautieH,  ami  to  join  in  an  international 
convention  for  that  ^)ur|»ose,  we  are  not  pre- 
pared t<»  levy  roQutervaitin;4  dubie.^  on  fiugar 
imported  into  ln<lia.*' 

There  is  one  point  that  wo  have  to 
t^ike  inti)  ronsideratinn  m  deiding 
with  this  (question.  The  consumption 
of  iiugar  in  India  is  put  at  281b.  per 
head.  That  is  a  large  projwrtion* 
showing  how  important  a  necessary 
of  life  migar  in  in  IncUa.  What  is  the 
consumption  of  sugar  in  European  coun- 
tries .'  Let  us  contrast  it  with  that  of 
India,  hearing  in  mind  also  the  position 
of  the  people  of  India.  Well,  in  Europe 
wo  are  the  highest  consumers  of  sugar; 
we  are  the  highest  rousumers  m  the 
worM — it  is  SOlli.  por  head.     In  America 


it  is  6Glb.,  in  Denmark  it  is  44Ux,  in 
France  it  is  only  *291b.,  in  Germany  i28lb., 
in  Holland  2SIK,  but  in  India  it  is  at 
lea«t  281b.  per  heiid.  Therefore  any 
interference  with  the  general  consump- 
tion of  sugar  in  that  country  would  be  a 
very  9 iTiougm Litter.  I  asketl  thcncdde  Lord 
a  few  nights  ago  whether  there  was  any  dis- 
sent fi'om  thetlespatch  to  which  1  ha^e  re- 
ferred. As  the  HoU8e  knows,  every 
member  of  the  Council  has  a  right  to 
dissent  and  to  send  his  dissent  to  the 
Secretary  of  State.  But  in  this  c^ise 
there  was  no  dissent  sent  home.  It 
was  .signed  unanimously,  and  it  was  so 
signed  by  the  Coiuicil  of  India,  So  on 
yiiiy  5,  1898,  it  was  recorded  as  the 
decision  <if  Lord  Elgin  and  his  colleaguea 
that  they  would  not  levy  any  counter- 
vailing duties  on  sugiir.  Their  opinion 
was  that  the  sugar  grower  in  India  as 
against  foreign  sugar,  whether  bounty-fed 
or  not^  ha<i  nothing  to  fear.  Well,  the 
next  step  is  the  Brussels  Conference,  but 
I  need  not  trouble  the  House  with  that. 
On  August  25  the  noble  Lord  replied  to 
thjsdH,q;iAtch  of  the  Goverrmient  of  India, 
and  he  refers  to  a  lettci^  from  the  Colonial 
Omce.  dated  July  23,  1898.  The  noble 
Lord  said  : 

"  I  forwar*!  for  the  information  of  your 
Government  the  paperw  ni»ted  in  the  margin, 
Tli»*  letLwrs  fioni  the  MatiritiiLs  urj^ethat  India 
shoultl  tJtke  steps  to  prrttect  her  own  sugiir  and 
Xlauritin!^  cane-sugar  from  the  conipetiiion  of 
bounty-fed  Bugar.  At  paragraph  4  of  your 
letter  of  the  aUi  of  May,  189S,  it  wa^  sUited 
that  you  were  not  prc-ared  to  levy  counter- 
vailing duties  on  bounty -fed  sugar  ini|»orted 
into  [mliu  f  should  Ite  f^lad  to  receive  more 
fully  your  view»  on  this  propo^,  a^  Her 
Majesty's  <iovemraent»  now  that  they  are  in 
possession  of  the  viewj*  of  foreign  (iovernmenta, 
mu»t  consider  during  the  next  faw  nioaths  tke 
course  they  will  pursue." 

Following  the  story  iti  consecutive  order 
the  Government  of  India  on  October  31 
sent  a  despatch  back  in  reply  to  the  noble 
Lord»  and  this  despatch  the  House  will 
bear  in  mind.  On  that  date  a  circular 
was  sent  out,  in  which  these  words 
occur  : 

*' The  Government  of  Imlia  lia\'t*  no  clear 
evidence  hefore  them  that  the  increfV*ing  sugar 
inifHirts  have  liad»  or  are  tentiin*:  to,  ^uch 
»eriouH  con>i€«yience«.  The  arua  under  sugar- 
cane in  the  dillerent  province**  has  not  declined 
of  late  years*  nor  in  recent  revenue  or  settle- 
ment re|iortH  liave  any  oliftervations  regariling 
the  unprolitttldeness*  of  the  imluNiry  been 
notice<L  The  extent  to  which  tlie  retined 
sagmr^  froir.  ahroid  compete  in  the  Indian 
market*    wit  It  the  coarse  fmgars    oDliaarily 
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manufacturecl  V>y  native  proce.*serf  «an(l  tend  to 
Bupplant  the  latter  is  uncert-ain.      There    is 

frohahly  an  increasing  demand  for  ^ugar  in 
ndia  for  domestic  consumption  an<l  fur  spirit 
distilling  and  sweetmeat  making,  and,  as  the 
sugar-cane  area  has  not    ex(>anded    of    late 


(reorge  Hamilton  to  brine  to  the  special  notiee 
of  Lord  ( 'urzon  of  KetlTestoiiy  in  onier  that 
they  may  receive  his  attention  at  the  oacwtof 
his  term  of  ottice.  .  .  It  seems  not  improb- 
able that,  however  well  supplied  with  Evt 
Indian  laVKjur  the  sugar  planters  may  be,  their 


years,  it  may  be  that  the  increasing  imports    intlu^try   may    be    destroyed   if    the    IjuunCy 


nave  not  been  in  exee^s  of  the  necessary 
demanri,  and  tliat  the  price  of  Indian  sugars 
has,  notwithstanding  these  imports,  been 
maintained.  Lastly,  the  rpiestion  whether 
sugar  prices  in  India  have  fallen  in  recent 
years  is  one  on  which  it  is  dilHcult  on  existing 
materials  to  pronounce,  owing  to  the  many 
varieties  of  sug;ir  sohl  in  Indian  markets,  and 
the  failure  of  the  publi-hcd  price  returns  to 
clearly  dUtinguish  between  them.' 

While  this  was  going  on  there  was  a  cor- 
resi)on(lence  proceeding  lietween  Mauri- 
tius and  Whitehall  and  between  the 
Colonial  Office  and  the  India  Office,  and 
in  November,  l?S9i^,  the  (rovernor  of 
Mauritius  addressed  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary with  reference  to  the  position  i)i  the 
Mauritius  trade,  sending  enclosuies.  The 
Governor   of  Mauritius  asked   that  thev 


system  continues  unchecked,  and,  in  tbe 
absence  of  counten'ailing  dutiep  or  {(ensl 
clauses.  It  is  not  easy  to  see  from  whence  the 
chei'k  will  come.  On  this  subject  Mr.  Cham- 
I>erlain  can  only  express  his  own  per- 
sonal vifw<,  as  he  has  already  expres.sed  them 
in  the  HouNe  of  Commons.  There  is,  in  hii 
opinion,  no  valid  economic  arguments  agaiivt 
countervailing  duties,  and  the  question  ii 
purely  one  of  policy  and  of  expediency." 

He  closes  his  despatch  by  saying : 

"  He  does  not  presume  to  suggest  to  the 
(Tovemment  of  India  what  course  should  be 
taken  in  the  matter,  but  he  would  ask  that 
their  most  earnest  attention  should  be  given  to 
it.  He  has  more  than  once  declined  to  allow 
cfdonial  policy  on  commercial  questions  to  be 
tied  by  the  policy  for  the  time  l>ein<^  of  the 
mother  country,  and  if  the  Indian  (iovem- 
mcnt,  in  th*.'  interests  of  East  Indians,  were  to 


should  Ixi  exempted  from  the  payment  Jf    ^^^«  *^^   ^^  penalise  or  to  counterviul   bountT- 
Jr    1  S    ,       ,         ,1  .^    •  ted  sugar,  or  to  give  preference  to  the  honestly 

the  o  per  ccMt.  duty,   but   this  was  a   re-     .^own  (rane  Migar  of  the  British  colonies,  he 


quest  which  neither  the  Government  of 
India  nor  the  Home  Government  could 
accede  to.  Tlierefoie  he  raided  this 
({uestion  again  in  his  coi'respondcncc  with 
the  Secretiiry  of  State  foi*  the  Colonies. 
He  also  accompanied  that  with  a  j>elition 
from  tlie  l>ankci'3  and  merchants  of  Mau- 
ritius, stating  theii-  ca.se  fairly  enough, 
.and,  from  their  point  of  view,  putting 
the  strongest  arguments  they  could  ni 
favour  of  receiving  this  protection.  On 
January  :i,  ISOO,  the  Seeietary  of  State 
for  theC'olonies  forwards  this  communi- 
cation to  the  noble  Loid  at  the  head  of 
the  India  OHice,  and  says : 


*•  Mr.  C'liambrrlain  r(»n«Mii-;  in  tin*  ajJinehen- 
sion  of  thi^  iiiriMoriali'-ts  tliat  tin;  «Mmtinue<l 
«ih.  of  houiity  l«-«i  >ngar  will  drive  Maiiiiiian  ,k.„,,.,.^l 
sugar  out  of  thr  Indian  market,  and  will  iv^ilt  \  "t,sp«iLLn. 
in  niiii  and  «li-«tre--.  to  a  colony  tin*  majority  of 
whose  jMjpuhitii'n  are  native^  (»f  ln«lia  or  their 
<U»s<-en.laiit-.      \h'    ihrn-fnii'    tru-t-    thai    this 

Petition  may  r ive  th«*  faN«airal.le  coiiMdera- 

tion  of  Lord  ( Jt'or;:!'  Haiuiltoii.  and  of  his 
ExeelleiK-y  tin*  (;«»\«Tnn:-( ;«'ii<-ral  «»f  India  in 
<'ouneil." 


The  answer  of  the  n->l»le  Lord  to  that 
comnmnieation  is  not  in  the  I>lue  I>ook. 
But  on  7th  .January  the  Secretary  to  the 
Colonies  returns  again  to  tbe  subject.  He 
wiys : 

*' There  are  two  (questions  afFeeting  the 
IjrosjKiriiy  of  the  sugar-growing  coloines,  on 
which  correspondence  has  alre.'uly  pa>.setl  l>e- 
tween  this  (Attire  an<i  the  India Otlice,  and 
which    Mr.    (.'hamberlain    would     ask    Lord 

Sir  II.  II.  FowU-r. 


would  welcome  the  step  as  likely  to  strengthen 
the  op[K>sitiou  to  bounties  and  to  hasten  the 
colla[>se  of  a  mischievous  and  unsound  tievioe 
for  ruining  an  irn{Kirtant  British  industry." 

I  do  not  see  that  the  reply  of  the  noble 
lA>rd  is  in  the  Blue  Book,  but  on  January 
24  the  noble  Lord  sent  this  telegram  to 
the  N'iceroy  : 

"  A  u«*s|,atch  is  lieing  sent  by  next  nnul.  .  .  . 
Should  you  n<»w  ado]»t  views  ililTerent  from 
tho*.!'  of  ynur  letter  of  >Liy.  1898,  and  propose 
countervailing  diuies,  I  >hall  l.e  rea«ly  to  con- 
sider pro[M)>als  fully.  Keoognising  that  cir- 
eunistanccs  of  (rreat  Britain  and  In<lia  difier, 
I  .<hall  a-^cii lie  great  ini|K)rtance  to  views  which 
peopl(>  nf  India  hold  on  this  matter.  I  «<end 
lor  iniorniation  eii-cular  showing  how  counter- 
vailing tluties  are  levied  in  United  States.  " 

On  .January  20  the  noble  Lord  sent  that 
It  is  a  very  interesting^  des- 
iwitch,  but  as  it  did  not  arrive  until  after 
the  decision  of  the  Indian  Government 
had  been  taken  1  will  not  trouble  the 
House  with  it.  But  on  Febniary  1  the 
Viceroy  the  new  Viceroy  was  now  in 
power     srnt  this  telegram- 

'Vour  tt'legiani  of  24th  Januarj*  la>t.  A 
<lespatc!i  hixts  I  een  (tosteti  by  la2>t  mail,  in 
which,  taking  In<lian  Htandpoint  and  irre- 
spectively of  1  i.perial  jKilicy  in  relation  to 
colonies,  we  an  ive  at  conclusiouH  on  the  whole 
favourable  to  recommendation  of  Colonial 
<  »lliee.  NVe  considered  it  exi»«dient  to  send  it 
unaltered.  Despatch  |K>int8  out  that  sinee 
181)7  its  iaiiH>rt«  of  beet  »ugar  from  Austria  and 
(rei'inany  t*how  marked  iucrease,  imports  frvm 
Mauritius  remaining  stable.  The  pret«ent 
market  price  of  imported  fiugan  is  unusually 


\ 


t 


low.  They  eonijKete  with  native  su^ar,  botli 
refined  ami  eofirsc^  and  diminiah  ^rofiU  of 
aative  sufi^ar  rclinoriea/* 

Tbat  was  a  mistjike,  an  unintentional 
mistake.  The  imports  of  Austria  and 
Germany  were  rapidly  •lecreasiiig  at  that 


received  the  Viceroy  s  a-ssent,  I  abfiuld 
like  to  give  the  House  i\  few  dates  as  to 
these  replies.  The  Viceroy  saiti  he  was 
going  to  conaidor  the  matter  and  to  get 
statistics  about  pi  ices.  Thtre  it*  not  a 
line  of  siatisticH  in  the  Blue  Book  al>out 
monieni,  and  the  imports  from  iMauritins    prices.      The   fjrj?t   reply    waa  from   the 


were   as   rapidly   itjcreasing.     I  ask  the 
House  to  mark  the  next  words  in  the  ; 
telegram : 

**  We  are  inr|uiring  how  far  the»e  ©ffectn  are 
likely  t^  lie  jiermanent." 

On  January  26  Lord  Curzou  sent  his 
despatch,  and  it  is  a  very  interesting 
document.     He  says : 

"  Inquiries    have    been 
DeiMH-tnient    of     Revenue 


initiated     in    our 
and    Agricnltnre, 


North-West  Provinces  and  dsUed  Feb- 
ruary 15th  ;  that  front  Ajmere-Merwara, 
February  17th  ;  Bombay,  Fubruary  231x1  ; 
Berar,  Fel>ruary  28th  :  and  the  Punjab, 
March  7th.  I  do  not  think  1  am  speaking 
too  strongly  when  I  say  that,  pnieticiilly, 
there  was  no  regard  to  the  .special  inipiiry 
into  this  matter,  and  that  the  \'ieeroy  hiid 
already  formed  his  opinion  when  he  Bent 
honje  the  telegram  of  *^anuary  24.  I  am  not 
going  to  troulde  the  House  with  all  these 
and  tliey  will  !>e  sniipleinented  by'' iniinirie^i  i  replies,  but  I  am  going  to  take  the  two 
:..♦..*  I.,. . ..:...... .fi^ai,  ...»;,....! I "-"'great   districts  from  which  replies  were 

given — one  of  then*  decidedly  favourable 
to  the  legislation  the  noble  Lord  approved 
of,  and  the  other  urtbuonral>b%  If  the 
House  will  allow  mi.%  I  will  deal  first  with 
the  North- West  Provinces,  which  are 
very  largely  interested  in  sugar  cultiva- 
tion. The  memorandum  is  made  by  the 
Officiating  Director  of  Liuid  Records  ami 
Agriculture,  and  it  contains  some  very 
important  statements.  I  will  only  call 
"Desire  to  know  if  you  prupo^^^.  I;"  l«i^l^*."  ;  attention  to  two  or  three  of  the  salient 
^" —     unjMJHing    oountervaihng    p^j^^^s  ; 


into  the  ^^ricesof  Uith  rffin*?d  and  course*  sn^jjar 
whicli  wdl  l»e  nn<iertaken  by  the  Direcror* 
(ienend  of  StJiti^tto**.  With  •'■■-'  -i  ira  i>efore 
us  we  nhall  hereafter  ije  in  ;t  -  expre*** 

a  final,  or  ut  any  rule  anion  : .  opinion 

on  the  |xjlicy  '  of  imfioAing  coiialervailing 
duties." 


That  was  the  expression  of  opinion  of 
the  Viceroy  on  January  26th.  On 
February  24th  the  8ecret^u*y  of  State 
telegraphs : 


Act    thii 
duties  ?'* 


At  that  moment  the  inquiry  that  bad 
been  directed  in  August,  that  had  been 
promised  in  Octrdjcr  LS^JH,  was  still  pro- 
ceeding, and  at  that  time  the  Government 
of  India  had  no  information  at  ail  They 
had  sent  a   desmtch,    possibly  two  des- 

E latches,  but  on  Fcbniary  24th  the  noble 
oi*d  wants  to  know  if  there  is  going  to 
be  legislation  this  session.  The  Viceroy 
immediately  replies — 

**  Propone  to  leiHslate  at  onoe  on  Aiikeiican 
model  *^ 

Ycfl,  on  the  model  of  the  Dineley  Tariff. 
March    Ist    the    noble    Lord    tele- 
Aphs: 

"Suggested  leginlntion  ap[iroved  by  Her 
Majesty 8  ( iovernmeut.  When  will  Indian 
Government's  intentions  l>e  announcett  *  " 

On  March  3rd  the  Viceroy  replies : 

**  Bin  for  j mowing  duties  on  lines  of  Ameri- 
can law  will  l>e  bron^rbt  forward  on  Mareh 
10th  and  |inbli»lie<t  in  nevvH|j«ir>«rs  on  Mareh 
13th.** 

There  waa  some  delay  owing  to  pending 
^Hmtracis,  but  on   March  20th  the    Bill 


"The  area  «own  in  1890-97  fell  below  the 
avenige  by  50, 1  Hi  acre!*,  or  4-4  ^ler  cent.  Thi^ 
fall  eoald  not  be  due  to  eonipeiitton  of  foreign 
inqxirtsi,  because  thi»  coujijetition  hiul  not 
begun  in  the  spring  of  IMIGj  when  this  crop 
wast  sown.'* 

I  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this, 
because  great  sti'ess  has  been  laid  on  land 
going  out  of  cultivation.  There  was  no 
doubt  a  great  decrease  in  one  year  owing 
to  the  famine.  There  was  a  decrease  of 
the  whole  acreage  «tf  land  in  India  under 
cultivation  of  npwanls  of  liO  millions  of 
acres  owing  to  the  famine.  The  fall  in 
sugar  cultivation  was  about  an  average  of 
10  per  cent.,  but  in  a  great  many  other 
instances,  I  think  iu  wheat,  it  was  16  or 
17  per  cent.  All  through  India  there 
was  a  large  dimintititin  in  sugar  cultiva- 
tion on  account  of  the  famine,  and  in  no 
part  of  the  country  was  the  famine  worse 
than  in  the  Xorth-West  Provinces. 

*'Tbe  decrcuae  is,  in  fact,  jtiflt  what  tln' 
iignres  of  pnAtyoars  would  -^iiji^jfest ;  a  fall  wa** 
Ut  l>e  exi>ei-ted  uftev  the  lar^e  rise  in  ih«/ 
previotis  >e;i.r,  and  it  the  full  is  greater  by  a 
lew  ibonimd  aoivn  tlian  niiglit  have  Wen  fore- 
seen, the  rt^iHou  i^*  to  k^  found  in  tlie  local 
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scarcity  |nevailiii;^  in  PliiliMiil  urul  elsewhere 
at  the 'time  (the  s|)riii;^  of  1896)  when  this  crop 
was  sown  The  crop  s<»wn  in  the  sprin;;  of 
1897  showed  a  fiirtlier  fall,  and  was  9 '6  per 
c'ent.  helow  the  normal.  This  is  not  suri»risin<j:, 
for  at  see<l-time  almost  tlie  whole  province  was 
sutterinp:  from  acute  famine,  and  cultivators 
naturalFv  put  a  lar;;:e  proiK>rti*»i  of  their 
irrij;al>le  land  under  food  crops.  On  the  other 
hanil,  the  increase  in  imports  wjls  not  at  that 
time  so  marked  as  t<j  attect  the  cultivators' 
calculations." 

That  is  one  point.     He  goes  on  to  say  : 


I  imposition  of  countervailing  duties  apon  that 
I  part  of  the  imported  sugar  the  ex|}ort  of  whieh 
to  this  country  is  ai<led  by  bounties.*' 

i  There  is  a  very  able  report  by  Mr.  Malli- 
,  son,  the  Deputy-Director  of  Agriculture 
!  in  the  Bombay  Presidency,  in  which  he 
;  shows  how  the  sugar  ie  cultivated,  aid 

'  says  : 

I  "  The  increasing  foreign  imports  of  refined 
Rugar  in  the  l^mbay  !msidency  more  tiias 
meet  the  diminished  local  production  of  moiat 


"  No  matter  how  cheap  retiued  sugar  is,  the  '  ^^f>^^  *"f  the  diminUhed  rail  import*  from 


great  majonty  of  the  people  will  continue  to 
MHii  fjfK/\  and  will  not  sul>stitute  relined  sugjir 
for  it.  The  imiM)rts  of  relined  sugar  do  not, 
therefore,  immediately  threaten  our  whole 
home  |)roduction,  but  only  our  home  relining 
industry,  leaving  the  demand  for  three-fourths 
or  four-tifths  of  our  production  unaffected.  ' 

That  is  the  report  from  the  North-AN'est 
Provinces.  It  gives  rather  interesting 
figures  about  the  ])i-ofits  of  the  sugar- 
refining  industry.     The  Otiiciating  Direc 


other  parts  of  India.  The  increasing  foreign 
imi>ort6  of  refined  sugar,  owine  to  cheapnew 
and  perhaps  al»o  owing  to  a  higher  standud^ 
living  of  an  increased  inipulation,  find  extended 
use  for  household  purposes  and  in  the  pro* 
<luetion  of  superior  descriptions  of  sweetmeats. 
The  habit  of  tea-drinking  has  extended  U> 
villages  in  out-districts,  and  there  is  no  dovbi 
that  villagers  who  used  sugar  on  rare  occasipiit 
formerly  now  use  it  much  more  freely  and 
oftener." 

He  draws  the  inference  that  foreign  im- 


tor  shows  how  they  vary  from  :\0  rupees  ;  ports  have  yet  had  no  effect  on  sugar- 
cane cultivation  in  the  Presidency,  and  he 
makes  very  valuable  suggestions  with 
reference  to  improvements  in  cultivation. 
The  (xovernor  of  Bombay  and  his  Council 
sum  up  their  opinion  as  follows  : 


per  acre  in  one  district  to  seven  rupees  in 
another,  and  he  adds  : 

"  I   know  of  no  crojj  which,  grown   on   the 
same  scale,  would  yicdd  sucli  profits. 
On  the  whole,  then,  as  far  as  prires  show,  the 
native  refiner  cannot  say  that  his  prolits   per 
cent,  have  vanished." 

Sunnnin^  up  the  whole  matter,  this  al)le 
and  distinguished  pui)lic  servant  who 
presides  over  that  district  is  exceedingly 
wiutiou.s.  He  does  not  commit  himself  to 
any  <h*cided  o])inion.  I  now  come  to 
l^)iHbay,  which  is  a  lai-ge  trade?  centre. 
There  are  two  reports  sulunitted  to  the 
I^)ml)ay  (Tovernment  bv  two  very  dis- 
tinguished men  -the  Commissioner  of 
Customs  and  the  C<mimissioner  of  I^and 
Revenues.  The  ettect  of  these  reports 
is  this  : 


"  ( )n  the  whole  the  (vovemor  in  Council  is  of 
opinion  that  neither  the  commercial  nor  the 
agricultural  interests  of  this  Presidency  are 
injuriously  atfecte<l  by  the  increasing  imports 
of  retineil  sugar,  or  call,  at  oresent,  for  the 
imiKXiition  of  counter\'ailing  unties  upon  that 
part  of  the  imported  sugar  tlie  exj)ort  of  wluch 
U}  this  country  is  aided  by  bounties." 

The  information  obtained  up  to  that  date,. 
and  the  information  which  they  received 
after  that  date,  fully  confirmc  d  the  policy 
of  1898,  and  the  decision  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  that  time  was  supported  by  all 
other  considerations.  You  cannot  contend^ 
and  they  did  not  contend,  that  the  cultiva- 


sugar  roiisumed  m  the  liomlMiy 
Presitlency  nor  che<*ke*l  the  cultivation  of  the 
cane,  or  the  pnMluction  of  unrelinetl  sugar  to 
which  practically  the  whole  of  the  cane  |)ro- 
duce*l  m  the  Presidency  i?*  ilcvote<I.  On  the 
()ther  hand,  the  }>r(NluctH>n  of  n'finwl  sugar  in 
this  Presidency  is  so  far  on  t<M>  insignificant  a 
scali^  to  merit  (H»!isideration.  .  .  .  The 
Chambers  of  Commerce,  IJombay  and  Karachi, 
are  chyirly  of  o^nnion  that  in  the  interest  of 
trade  countervading  duties  against  Kun>pean 
sugai-s  are  uncalled  for.  ...  On  the 
whole,  his  Excellency  the  (Jovernor  in  Council 
is  of  opinion  that  neither  the  commercial  nor 
the  agricultund  interi'sts  of  this  Pn»sidcncy 
are  injuriously  affected  by  the  increasing  im- 
ports of  refine<l  sugar,  or  call  at  present  for  the 

l^ir  H.  H.  Fmler. 


duced  was  increasing ;  though  competi- 
tion might  decrease  the  profits  of  the 
refiner  it  did  not  materially  affect  the 
Indian  producer.  What  that  corre- 
spondence shows  is  that  what  the  Indian 
sugar  industry  needed  was  better  and 
more  scientific  cultivation  and  more 
modern  and  effective  machinery,  and  the 
true  policy  of  the  Indian  (Tovernment 
would  have  l)een  in  that  direction.  I 
maintain  that  if  any  money  was  spent  iii 
promoting  that  industry  it  would  have 
been  wisely  spent  in  that  direction.  Now» 
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Sir,  tlic  right  horu  LotiJ,  wheTi  disked  the 
other  night  whetht^r  the  desp.itih  had 
Vweti  signed  by  the  same  moniUers, 
said  that  more  accumto  information 
very  often  resulted  in  change  of 
opinion.  What  I  want  the  House  to  do 
18  to  see  whether  the  information  received 
between  May  and  Felnniary  affonlcd  any 
ground  for  that  change  of  belief,  and  I 
go  on  that  point  to  the  speech  of  Sir 
James  Westland  when  he  introduced  this 
legislation  to  the  Legislative  CounciL 
He  was  bound  to  make  otU  a  aim  :  he 
signed  the  recommendation  in  favour  of 
refusing  to  levy  countervailing  duties, 
and  he  now  proposed  to  reverse  that  de- 
cision. He  was  perfectly  candid.  He 
said  he  was  prop^jsing  *'  to  open  an 
entirely  new^  chapter  in  our  fiscal  history/' 
In  .that  speech  he  defined  bounties,  he 
explained  the  ditlerences  between  Eng- 
land and  India,  and  lam  rather  surprised 
that    he    said   there   was   no   chance  of 


4,730  tons.  The  House  mil  see  that 
that  is  notsutticient  grounds  upon  which 
to  rest  thia  legislation.  But  1  was  rather 
interested,  when  I  sa%v  this  statement^ 
to  look  into  what  was  the  Berar  report,, 
which  was  not  quoted  in  full.  After  the 
Resident  had  given  the  information  of 
this  <lecrease  in  cultivation,  he  says : 

''Sinoe  we  have  no  sugar  reliniog  inilustry^ 
in  Berar,  the  iiiiporte<l  refinetl  sajyar  does  not 
eonie  into  (rompetitton  with  the  lotal  pro- 
daction-  Oar  requireaieafcB  are  mnch  in  excess 
of  our  jxroduce.  We  import  anrelined  su^ar 
in  lar^e  amoant,  t'ntil  the  (Miltivation  of  the 
8u;^ar-cane  in  Rerar  extends  jsutliciently  to 
Batinfy  the  hjcai  demand  for  unretined  angar,. 
the  (lue-stion  of  the  competition  of  refined 
Bugiir  does  not  come  in." 

Then,  Sir,  as  I  pointed  out,  8ir  James 
Westland  also  referred  to  the  Pun] an b. 
I  turned  to  the  Punjaub,  where  it 
says : 


'  Refined  sugar  has  not  foand  its  wav  into- 

countervailing  duties  ever  l>cing  marie  in  Jl'^  ''^^'T^*  ^''  """^  appreciable  extent.  ^Tb«tj^ 
*T      I       ,         T       1  *    1      1  ^      t*'«v  ill  I  (^j^^  people  arc    imwe  hound   hy  nu*<tom    and 

J^.ngland.  1  thnik  lie  was  not  very  ,  tradition  than  th«  inhahitant^  of  towns,  and 
fanniiar  wi:h  the  state  of  the  question  in  I  nm  rjur  its  an  article  of  tiaily  food.  r;ar  is 
tins  country,  lint  the  whole  of  his  case  I  «*weeter  and  more  adapted  to  the  necessities 
rests  entirely  ujion  the  increxso  in  ^/  ^^'^  /-eiuindar,  and  is  very  much  cheaper 
the    importation   of   foreign 


sugar  into 
India  in  the  hist  three  or  four  years; 
That  is  his  case  from  first  to  last.  I 
will  not  go  over  the  figures  again  : 
the  House  recollects  them.  The  very 
highest  import  of  sugar  wiis  only  230,000 
tons,  of  whicli  only  109,000  tons  w^ere 
bonnty-fed,  and  that  hati  been  not  in- 
erea^sing,  but  steadily  decreasing,  during 
the  period  which  was  to  be  the  r|ualify- 
ing  pen  ml  for  this  reversal  of  policy. 
All  the  increase  ha<l  taken  place  before 
May,  1S98  ;  and  the  decrease  has  taken 
place  since  May,  1H98,  and  the  importa- 
tion of  bounty-fed  sugar  has  steadily 
decreased.  The  same  remark  would 
apply  to  the  decrease  of  cidtivated  area. 
It  is  quite  evident  that,  so  far  as  that 
decrease  goes,  it  is  to  a  great  extent  in 
consequence  of  the  famine.  But,  Sir,  I 
must  aak  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
two  item«  in  what  I  may  call  the  further 
iaformation  which  Sir  James  Westland 
had  received.  Ho  dwelt  upon  Berar,  and 
he  dwelt  upon  the  Pnnjaub.  His  case  is 
that  in  Berar  the  importtatii>n  of  refined 
sugar  ha/d  been  IjOOO  tons  ;  in  e«ich  year 
there  had  been  a  steady  decline,  till  in 
1897-S  \t  had  decreased  to  430  tons ; 
while  there  had  been  an  increased 
amount  of  foreign  refined  sugar  in  the 
district,  it   having  risen  to  as  nnich  as 


than  relined  sugar.' 

This  is  the  native  sugar.  Prices  varr 
from  4  or  5  rupees,  while  imported 
sugar  sells  at  from  9  nipees  to  10.  And: 
he  says  : 

"There  is  certainly  no  tendency  towards  a- 
fall  in  price,  eo  that  it  cannot  be  said  either 
that  the  profit^i  of  caltivation  are  declining, 
or  that  relined  sngar  han  yet  entered  into 
competitifm  with  t/ur/' 

No  apprehensions  were  f«lt  as  yet  as  to 
the  future  of  the  sugar-cane  cultivation. 
This,  then,  is  the  new  information.  But 
there  is  one  district  to  which  he  has  not 
alluded.  There  is  no  report  from  the 
Government  of  Bengal  There  is  a  report 
from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Cal- 
cutta, which  is  a  bwly  of  gentlemen  who 
have  very  strong  opinions  upon  these 
questions,  but  we  have  no  e\idence  from 
the  Government  of  Bengal.  In  his  speech 
Sir  James  Westland  introduces  the  case 
of  Mauritius,  anri  he  maintains  that  there 
is  a  very  strong  case  between  the 
inhabitants  of  India  and  the  inhabitants 
of  Mauritius,  which  justifies,  if  possible, 
legislation  being  proceeded  vvith.  That 
ia  always  the  argument  in  favour  of  pro- 
tective legislation.  It  is  just  as  strong  in 
the  case  of  the  agriculturists  of  thia 
country.  If  you  once  admit  that  arga- 
mont,  i  do  not  know  where  you  are  to* 
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'Stop.  Then  there  was  another  speech 
made  in  that  debate.  I  am  bound  to  say 
that,  although  tempted  very  much  to 
criticise  that  speech,  not  only  my 
personal  respect  for  the  Viceroy,  but  also 
the  respect  which  I  feel  for  his  high  office, 
restrains  my  criticisms.  Perhaps  I  should 
say  something  which  I  should  hereafter 
wish  I  had  not  said  if  I  said  all  I  am 
inclined  to  say.  I  will  only  say  this  of  it, 
that  itwasan  eloquent  exposition  of  inaccu- 
rate statistics  and  exploded  economic  falla- 
cies. Comment  has  been  made  upon  the 
unanimity  with  which  the  Council  passed 
this  measure,  but  nobody  who  is  familiar 
with  its  constitution  would  charge  the 
Legislative  Council  of  India  with  being 
affected  by  Free  Triule  opinions.  They 
are  not  apostles  of  Peel  or  Cobden,  Glad- 
stone or  Northcote.  They  hold  strong 
views  on  Free  Trade  and  Protection,  and 
on  other  c questions  besides  sugar.  I  may 
remind  the  House  of  the  controversy 
which  took  place  with  regard  to  the  cotton 
legislation.  The  argument  was  that  the 
duties  were  injuring  the  manufactures  in 
Ljtncashire  for  the  benefit  of  manufac- 
tures in  India.  Now,  Sir,  when  I  made 
my  pi'oposals  the  Legislative  Council 
declined  to  accept  the  principle  of  an 
Excise  duty,  which,  of  course,  is  the  one 
element  to  destroy  the  piotective  element. 
They  then  proposed  that,  whereas  the 
import  Customs  duty  was  fixed  at  5  pei- 
cent.,  the  Kxcise  duty  should  be  only  3i 
per  cent.  I  think  my  Lancashire  friends, 
who  were  very  angiy  with  me  on  that 
occiision,  will  do  me  the  justice  to  say 
that  the  strain  of  the  controversy  from 
first  to  last  was  that  the  interests  of 
Lancashire  were  being  sacrified  in  order 
to  protect  the  cotton  industry  of  India. 
That  was  not  correct.  The  Government, 
perhaps,  have  carried  out  that  policy 
in  a  more  satisfactory  manner  than  1 
did  myself,  but  they  have  never  differen- 
tiated their  policy  from  mine  upon  that 
question.  No  one  spoke  more  strongly 
than  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  uj)on 
the  absolute  necessity  of  freeing  this 
class  of  legislation  from  eveiything  of  a 
piotective  character.  But  those  pro- 
posals did  not  meet  with  the  approval  of 
the  Council,  and  when  my  Bill  went  to 
the  Legislative  Council  it  was  only 
carried  by  two— the  voting  was  11  to  9. 
If  the  Bill  had  been  thrown  out  it  would 
have  been  upon  the  avowed  ground  that 
removing  the  element  of  protection  would 
be  a  discouragement  to  the  cultivator  of 

Sir  11,  H,  Fowlei\ 


'  cotton,   that  it   was    a    menace   to   the 

i  cotton  industry.  Substitute  the  woni 
"  sugar  "  for  the  word  "  cotton/'  and  you 
have  the  argument  for  these  coimter- 
vailing  duties.  The  introduction  of  Free 
Trade  legislation  in  India  was  bv 
Lord  Lytton,  the  Viceroy,  exercising  his 

'  absolute    prerogative     to    override    his 

I  Council  The  Legislative  Council  of 
India  would  not  have  Free  Trade  then, 
and  Lord  Lytton  wisely  exercised  his 
prerogative,  and  practically  repealed  the 
prot-ective    legislation    which     led    ulti- 

I  mately  to  the  abolition  of  the  whole  of 
the   import  duties  as  well  as   those  on 

i  cotton.     I  mention   these  facts  to  show 

\  that   the   House   must  not  take    it  for 

'  granted  that  this  question  is  looked 
at     in      the     Legislative     Council     of 

1  India  on  precisely  the  same  lines 
as  we  should  look  upon  it  here. 
Now,  Sir,  I  will  not  keep  the  House 
much  longer,  but  just  a  word  or  two 
upon   the   legislation  which  is  now  pro- 

'  posed.     It  draws  a  line  between  bounty- 

,  fed  imports  and  non-bounty-fed  imports. 
But  all  the  imports  of  refined  sugar  to 
some  extent  afl'ect  the  interests  of  the 
Indian  refinei',  and  from   that   point  of 

.view  the  principle  is  the  same.  I  am 
willing  to  concede  that  in  certain  dis- 
tricts bounty -fed  sug:ir  may  be  produced 
at  less  than  cost  price,  but  before  it  gets 
to  the  consumer  it  has  to  bear  certain 
burdens.      There    is   the   carriage    from 

;  Austria  to  India ;  the  carriage  from 
Bombay  or  Calcutta  to  Upper  India : 
and,  in  addition,  there  is  a  5  per  cent. 
Customs  duty.     These  three  elements  of 

I  protection  the  Indian  producer  possesses 
at  present  ;  and  the  protection  afforded 
by  the  cost  of  carriage  is  one  to  which  he 
is  entitled.  But  the  ultimate  object  of 
this  measure  is  to  compensate  the  Indian 
lefiner  if  you  like,  and  certiiinly  the 
Mauritius  refinei',  by  increasing  the  price 
of  sugar.  What  else  would  be  the  advan- 
tage of  a  countervailing  duty  ?  Into 
whose  pocket  will  the  increase  go  ?  It 
will  be  paid  by  the  Indian  consumer,  and 
it  will  go  to  the  refiner,  whether  at  home 
or  abroad.  I  submit  that  there  is  no 
case  stated  for  this  legislation,  as  far  as 
the  general  facts  are  concerne<l.     But  I 

\  will  not  shrink  from  dealing  with  the 
statement  that  the  protection  is  to  be 
given,  not  against  ordinary  comi)etition, 
but  against  competition  which  has 
attaduKl   to  it  an  artificial    advantage. 

;  The    Viceroy    says    that    the    industry 


» 


I 


"should  Ikj  relieved  from  cxttrrial  cum- 
pctiiion  fortiticd  by  an  arbitrary 
afl vantage. '  But  he  does  not  eay 
wbnt  An  iirbitrary  advfujtage  is, 
and  we  have  no  definition  of  it. 
There  arc  advant;iges  of  eh'matc,  mil, 
taxation,  coat  of  hdiour  and  raw  malarial, 
cogt  of  transport,  coat  of  land,  impruv  ed 
processes,  and  of  mimy  kinds  of  Govern- 
ment assistance,  direct  and  indirect. 
Who  is  to  say  which  is  arbitrary  1  What 
do  the  planters  of  Maurilins  say  with 
reference  to  Australia!  They  wiy  that 
they  have  lost  the  markets  ni  Australia 
because  the  planters  of  l^^tjecnsland  and 
New  Zealand,  with  the  ai«»i^tance  of  the 
money  and  credit  of  their  Governments 
and  of  protective  import  duties,  are  pro- 
ducing more  sugar  than  the  Australian 
consumption.  No  Goveriunent  can 
et|ualise  the  conditions  of  |>roductioiK 
But  you  may  put  the  ease  in  a  more 
plausible  M'ay,  ami  say  that,  if  a  fttrei^^n 
Governmetit  throws  a  disability  on  the 
proiluccr  of  another  country,  the  Govern- 
ment  of  that  country  is  bound  to  c<^m- 
ptjTisatc  its  own  pnjducer  to  the  extent  of 
that  disability.  But  that  would  cover 
protective  duties  as  mcII  a^  bounties,  for 
there  is  no  real  ditferenc^.  iTcmiiiny 
gives  so  much  per  tun  for  sugar  exported 
to  India,  and  thereby  places  the  nativo 
pro<lucer  at  a  disacJ vantage.  The  United 
8tiites  puts  a  duty  on  British  iroii 
imported,  and  thereby  places  the  British 
producer  at  a  disadvantage*  The  Viceroy 
talks  aliout '*  the  muttenngs  of  the  high 
pricsta  at  the  Free  Trade  shrine."  1  will 
quote  some  of  those  mutteri ngs  of  the  high 
prietets,  anil  I  will  choose  the  high  priests 
irrespective  of  party,  I  will  hrst  ipinte 
the  Conservative  Government  of  1876, 
when  Sir  iStafford  Northcoie  was  at  the 
Exche«juer,  and  Mr.  \X.  H,  Smith  at  the 
Trea>^ury.  \Vhat  did  they  say  when  this 
very  proposal  -n-as  mjftde  to  them  in 
18%? 
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tmne,  it  wouW  Mwn  bii  railed  upon  to  do  so  in 
alher  rjise^*  also.  Their  Lor«hbiim  aie  of 
opinion  that  the  tiuvernment  ought  not  to 
countcruiuee  sufh  a  Kifp,  anli*-»^  it  h  prohoHed 
t-n  review  tlie  M*hole  ootle  of  rorutiierciiil  jogis* 
lation  ill  thm  country." 

The  next  high  priest  I  will  quote  in  Sir 
Louis  Mallet.  In  the  Report  of  the  Sugar 
Bounty  CoraTnittee  he  is  reported  as 
saying  that  '^  ho  was  not  ;ible  to  see  the 
•iirterence  between  countervailing  a  bounty 
and  giving  a  bounty  against  an  import 
duty  of  a  foreign  country  *' ;  and  with 
respect  to  countervaiHng  duties  on 
bounty* fed  sugar  ho  said  : 


strongly  deprecate  any^tueh 
lumtetul  tlmt  the  otfjectionn  lu  it  in 


*'  f  hIiouIiI  veiy 
(lolicy.     I  lumtent 

Ju'lnfiple  are  of  a  lurwt  **erioi»h  character.  [ 
think  it  wouhl  lead  to  a  ileitinnd  from  other 
indtu-'ti'icii  which  it  wutild  In*  very  tUtlicult  in 
jniHtice  to  le^iiit.  I  futenjiiii  the  opinion  that 
it  v.iHiId  \ni  found  very  (tilticult  U>  apply  it  In 
piMiliT'c,  without  injperillin^  the  HecnriLy  of 
4..,,  M..  ,(y  ^iip„iiitj^,im  4ij,4  without  involving 
V  ;.'reat  ditticultien  iu  our  nilHitmui 
'  i^n  coimtrie-)/* 

The- next  high  priest  I  will  quote  is   Mr. 

Bright.  In  declinirig  to  attend  a  public 
meeting  ut  Eirriiingfuim  on  the  sugar 
bounties  question  in  1881,  Mr.  Bright 
wrote  : 

"  Whilst  regi^tting  tlmt  the  liouniy  systum 
exLKtH,  1  aiij  ijuitc  uniihle  to  act  with  you  and 
your  friend}*  in  favoui  of  what  aie  called 
conntcnaiUng  diitien,  wlicther  itxi'eganlKMigai' 
or  diippintj,  or  any  other  aiticle  of  tiiule." 

There  was  another  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham at  that  lime  who  was  invited  to 
attend  the  meeting — the  present  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  L'olonies,  who 
wrote  : 


I 


"  The  proposal  of  a  ooanier^-aihiig  -iui y  Jc^t*^ 
upon  a  principle  «hicli  the  <in%ernioent  ol  xWm 
country  conld  not  juiniit  without  reversing  its 
whole  ^yBtetn  of  eiininietcial  policy.  If  the 
doctrine  wim  still  maintained  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  atiopt  li^^  measures  for  other 
than  lisval  objeit-n,  and  i^liouhi  attempt  Uj 
make  such  meiu*Hreii  an  onju'ine  for  iLs*i^ting 
Briti^Ii  manufacturers  to  compete  on  what 
may  h*i  connidered  eijual  terms  with  iheir 
foreign  rivals,  the  present  ca^^e  might  un- 
doubt edly  be  con^idereil  a  very  proper  one  for 
the  appbc4ition  of  such  a  principle.  But  it 
eannot  be  doubted  that  if  the  Govennuent 
were  to  act  on  this  doctrine  in  the  present  | 


*'  U  you  were  >intoi  tuUHtdy  to  *uccee*l  in  im- 
poi^iny  coniUervaihug  duties  tm  ioy^'ytrfi  »^uofHr, 
the  ttiect  wotvlrl  lio  that  the  coiiimii  liin 

country,   piinci^ally   of   ihe  work  h, 

wouhl,  according  to  the  hgnrf?<  ^u}>|iiii' ..  ^y  i  i*<* 
sugnr  rctirierH  ihein«elve>.  Imve  lo  submit  to  a 
tax  ot  cornet  Ini);^  like  iLouif.ouo  ^terhng  per 
Linunni,  in  order  to|>ut  thinMUri  in  the  pockctn 
of  the  WeKt  Indian  phinier^  and  a  few  i^ugnr 
rctinejr^  in  the  t'nited  Kingdom." 

That  waij  the  opinion  of  the  right  hon* 
Gentleman  in  his  private  and  personal 
capacity  ;  and  his  otiicial  deliverance,  as 
I 'resident  of  the  Board  of  Trade*  wa^  as 
follows: 

•'The  general  principle  which  governs  the 
Bnanciitl  policy  ot  tlu«  count r}'  is  that  Govern- 
ment ^hatl  noV  interfe*re  with  the  course  of 
trade  either  by  giving  bountie>4  or  hy  impoMng 
dntie«>.  To  thi»  policy  no  exception  has 
hitherto  lieen  made,  whatever  the  conduct  of 
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foreign  Government  may  have  been  either  in 
encourapng  their  own  manufacturers  or  dis- 
couraging ours.  There  are  many  ways  besides 
bounties  in  which  Governments  can  and  do 
encourage  or  discourage  particular  industries. 
None  of  these  have  hitherto  been  thought  to 
cull  for  retaliation  by  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, vet  they  are  open  to  the  same  kind  of 
objection  as  sugar  lx)unties.  If  duties  are  to 
l)e  imposed  to  counten'ail  foreign  lx)unties, 
n  fortiori  ought  they  to  be  imposed  to  counter- 
vail protective  duties.  To  impose  countervail- 
ing duties  in  order  to  neutralise  the  indirect 
sugar  bounties  would  therefore  be  to  take  the 
iirst  step  in  reversing  that  Free  Trade  policy 
which  was  adopted  on  the  clearest  ground  of 
argument,  and  has  conferred  immense  advan- 
tages on  the  industrial  classes  of  this  country.' 

The  last  high  priest  whom  I  shall  quote 
is  Thr  Time's.  When  the  decision  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  in  regard  to  sugar 
l)ounties  in  18S0  was  announced,  TJu- 
Times  wrote  : 

'*  This  is  the  languiign  of  common  sense  and 
common  honesty.  Whatever  can  be  done, 
consistently  with  sound  principles,  to  induce 
foreign  (ioveniinents  to  siban<lon  these  foolish 
<le vices  of  lioiinties  on  the  export  of  sugar,  or 
on  the  manufacture  of  sugar,  the  Goveniment 
are  preT)ared  to  do.  Beyond  this  they  cannot 
stir.  The  truth  is  that  there  is  not  a  single 
argument  in  favour  of  countervailing  duties 
which  was  not  a«lvanoe<l  long  since  in  favour 
of  the  sliding  scale — of  an  8s.  fixed  duty  and 
of  the  navigation  laws." 


AfU  1899. 
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Sir  HOWAKI)  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central) :  What  is  the  date  of  that 
article  1 

*Siii  H.  H.  FOWLER:  'J'he  r>th  of 
November,  1S80,  whi^n  the  sugar  bounty 
question  was  under  discussion  in 
this  country.  One  word  us  to  the 
position  of  Germany.  Austria,  we 
know,  buys  from  India  precisely  the  same 
amount  that  she  sells  to  India.  But 
(lurniany  ])uys  from  India  7 A  millions  of 
rupees  worth  of  goods,  and  sells  only  2i 
millions  worth  of  sugar.  The  (|ues- 
tion  of  bounties  does  not  enter 
into  the  purcllas(^s  from  Fiance  and 
(xermany.  So  far  as  the  object  of  com- 
merce is  concerned,  India  has  only  to  take 
care  of  her  imports,  tin*  ex])orts  will  take 
care  of  thi^nseh  es.  Therefore  this  trmle 
is  clearly  to  the  advantage  of  the  people 
of  India,  to  encourage  this  import  tracie 
in  every  possible  way,  especially  wh(^n  im- 
ports of  (termany  art'  sold  to  India  at  less 
than  the  cost  price,  while  the  exports  of 
India  to  Germany  ar(»  sold  at  the  full , 
price.  The  other  great  bounty  country 
is  France.  I  think  that  the  French 
I)Ounty  is  more  than  double  the  l)Ounty  i 

SirlLIL  Fmrhr. 


given  either  in  Germany  or  Austria  ;  but 
why  do  not  the  French  have  a  monopoly 
of  the  market  ?  In  conlusion,  I  can  only 
say  that  this  policy  is  a  violation  of  the 
pr  i  nciple  of  Free  Trade,  that  it  is  the  first  step 
towards  reversing  a  policy  which  basbeen 
of  such  advantage  to  us,  and  it  can  con- 
fer no  benefit  on  India.  If  it  succeeds  it 
will  stereotype  antiquated  processes  of 
manufacture  and  machinery,  and  it  will 
deprive  India  of  that  fair  competition 
which  is  the  best  stimulus  to  increased 
production  and  manufacture.  If  it  had 
no  other  meaning  and  no  ulterior  purpose 
the  question  would  be  a  very  trifling  one^ 
although  it  is  not  creditable  for  a  Grovem- 
ment  to  reverse  the  decision  which  they 
formed  in  1880  ;  but  can  you  stop  heret 
Can  India  stop  here  ?  The  Viceroy  has 
an  absolute  power  to  impose  protective 
duties  on  everything  he  may  consider 
desirable.  Can  we  stop  here?  Because  if 
this  policy  is  good  for  India  it  is  good  for 
England.  If  it  is  right  that  the  sugar 
planters  of  Mauritius  should  be  protected 
in  the  Indian  markets  from  competition 
by  the  sugars  from  Austria  and  Germany, 
it  is  right  that  the  sugar  planters  in  the 
West  Indies  should  be  protected  in  the 
markets  of  Great  Britain  from  the  same 
competition.  I  hear  no  cheers  from  the 
Treasury  bench.    Is  that  what  you  mean? 

The  secretary  for  thb 
COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Bir- 
mingham, W.) :  We  should  not  cheer 
you. 

*Siii  II.  H.  FOWLER  :  No,  I  dare  say 
not,  but  no  doubt  you  would  some- 
times cheer  a  principle  though  you 
despised  the  man  who  advocated 
that  principle.  If  that  is  what  you 
mean,  I  say  to  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
"Have  the  courage  of  your  convictions 
and  act  accordingly."  Let  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  make  the  announcement 
that  that  is  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's 
Cioverimient,  and  I  think  he  would  scatter 
to  the  winds  the  listless  apathy  which  we 
are  told  prevails  in  the  political  world. 
Let  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche<iuer,  as 
the  Finance  Minister  of  Great  Britain^ 
say  that  he  accepts  the  economic  doctrines 
of  the  Vicero\'  of  India  and  the  hon* 
Member  for  Cfentral  SheflReld.  Let  him 
say  that,  and  he  will  be  within  measur- 
able distance  of  that  haven  of  rest  and 
repose  and  freedom  from  official  responsi- 
bility for  which  he  so  feelingly  pleaded 
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in  hia  last  utterance  to  his  constituents. 
No,  Sir,  rigbt  hon.  Gentlemen  rlo  not 
mean,  and  will  not  take,  thai  fatal  plunge. 
I  will  tell  you  why.  Bec-anse  they  know 
— anil  no  one  knovva  better  than  the 
Colonial  Secretary  —  that  the  consti- 
tuencies would  not  tolerate  it.  They 
wunkl  not  tolerate  the  legisktive 
raising  of  the  price  of  a  great 
primary  article  of  daily  consumption 
among  the  people  of  this  country  for  the 
advantage  of  the  planters.  I  say  that 
what  we  cannot  and  what  we  dare  not  do 
for  Great  Britain  we  have  no  right  to  do 
in  Imlia.  The  British  nation  is  as  re- 
ponsible  for  the  Hscal  policy,  for  the  com 
mercial  freedoiB,  for  the  material  progress 
of  India  as  it  is  for  its  civil  and  niiliuiry 
mifninistration.  It  is  our  legitimate 
pride  that  we  have  rescued  Irnlia  fmnj 
anarchy,  from  internecine  strife,  from 
foreign  aggression.  We  have  stamped  on 
its  government,  on  its  institutions,  on  its 
daily  life,  that  marvellous  combination  of 
law  and  onler,  of  individual  freerlom  and 
intiexible  justice^  which  are  the  character- 
istics and  glory  of  British  rule  the  w  rile 
world  over,  We  have  adopted  that  ])olicy 
because  we  know  by  tlear-bought  and  long 
experience  that  it  was  best  for  ourseh  es, 
and  we  belie\  ed  it  to  be  the  l»est  for  that 
great  empire  which  was  entrusted  to  our 
charge.  We  have  atiopted  the  policy 
and  we  have  persevered  in  it,  although  it 
has  lieen  misrepresented  and  misunder- 
stooi,  and  at  times  unpopular.  We  are 
bound  to  apply  tfiat  principle  all  the 
way  throtxgh,  and  the  test  of  righteous 
trusteeship  is  that  you  deal  with  the 
interests  of  others  on  the  same  lines  as 
you  deal  with  your  own  interests  in 
similar  circumstances.  For  half  a  centtiry 
this  cuuniry  has  found  it  to  be  to  its 
comnuMcial  advantage  and  to  its  material 
interests  to  have  its  trade  unfettered,  that 
our  people  shoukl  be  at  liberty,  whene\er 
and  wherever  they  pleased,  to  trade  in 
t  he  best  and  eheapesl  raiirkets,  and,  above 
all,  that  we  should  levy  no  tax  except  for 
the  purposes  of  revenue,  and  should  not 
likenetit  one  section  of  the  community  at 
the  expense  of  the  rest.  Our  commercial 
hist^iry,  our  national  prosperity,  the  mar- 
vedous  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
our  pe<pple,  are  proofs  of  the  wisdom  of 
that  ixdiey.  We  know,  the  House  knows, 
Memiiers  on  the  other  side  in  their  hearts 
kr,ow,  that  the  nation  would  resist  to  the 
uttei-most  any  attempt  to  weaken  or 
i-evorse  thjrt  policy  :  and  I  ask  the  House 


to-night  to  deal  with  these  retrograde, 
illusury,  mischievous  proposals  of  the 
Indian  Government  as  they  would  deal 
with  the  same  prop*J8als  if  they  were 
made  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain. 

^^Mu,  J.  M,  .MACLEAN  (Carditl):  I 
cannot  hope  to  reach  the  flights  of  elu- 
I  quence  which  h:ive  distinguished  the 
I  conclusion  of  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
,  Gentleman  who  has  jtist  resumed  his  seat. 
I  But  there  is  not  a  word  in  that  speech 
from  which  I  dissent,  and  I  felt  myself 
\  bound  in  honotu"  to  second  this  motion 
,  to-night.  I  have  been  told  tha^  this  is 
a  motion  of  censure,  and  that  it  is  wrong 
for  anyiine  on  the  Goveniment  benches  to 
second  a  vote  of  censure  on  the  Govern- 
ment. But  the  motion  hits  only  Uiken 
the  form  of  a  vote  of  censure  because  the 
Government  has  resolutely  persisted  in 
denying  hon.  Mnnibers  an  opportunity  of 
raising  a  debate  on  the  question  on  its 
merits  fluring  the  last  three  months. 
Perhaps  I  have  wearied  the  House 
with  my  pertinacity  in  this  matter, 
but  my  knokvledge  of  India  enalilea 
lue  to  appreciate  the  far-reaching  con- 
sequences  of  legislation  of  this  kind, 
I  have  persisted  in  putting  questions  to 
the  Government  day  after  day,  and  the 
Leader  of  the  House,  instead  of  giving  me 
an  opfMntuiiity  to  raise  the  question  at  a 
time  when  perhaps  the  passing  of  this 
legislation  might  have  been  stopped  alto- 
gether- certainly  at  a  time  when  further 
inquiry  might  have  been  granted  by  the 
Government  of  India— answered  mo  in 
language  of  seareely  veiled  mockery  that 
he  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  bring  on 
this  Debate,  but  that  really  the  Govern- 
ment touid  not  find  the  time  for  it. 
What !  Not  find  time  to  discuss  a  stib- 
ject  involving  the  c*tm  mercial  policy  of 
the  British  Km  pi  re,  when  hon.  Members 
are  dragged  to  the  House  day  after  day 
and  week  af'cr  week  to  Wiiste  their  time  on 
puerilities  of  legislation  which  are  hardly 
worth  the  attention  of  a  serious  assemlily  ! 
A  few  Weeks  ago  I  sent  a  message  tr)  the 
Leader  of  the  House  thi-ough  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  private  secretary, 
oftering»  if  the  Gfjvernment  desired,  to 
show  a  way  in  which  the  Government 
could  get  t>ut  of  what  I  lookcH  u{3on  as  a 
grave  dc{3artmental  bhnuler  without 
casting  any  discredit  on  the  Viceroy,  or 
involving  him  in  any  conflict  with  this 
House,  or  weakening  the  authority  of  the 
Government  of  India.      The   right  hon. 
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of  ^hft  poliry  inangnratftrl  by  r.he  nohie 
LoT'il  •■hf;  >'.*'cretary  of  State  tor  India. 
ffr,\v  .jouifi  I  rhinii  it  possible  that  the 
rii;inf-f  iior  of  the  V.KoMoA^wev  wowid  con- 
•««'Tj!  ro  a  mftannrft  of  this  sort  :  The 
h.i-«  n'..n:\.t\t\  im:  rVoiii  my  fy'r';on  in  r>iirljjr  f  ;h;inr-olior  of  the  Flxchftfjuer  waa  a«saiied 
atr;i.ii;-<t,  ^lu'.  ;i<-*.io!i  [  ,.nn  now  U\W\\\'/.  \  for  \\U  lap-ift  from  virtue — economical 
.\xu  ■  lip.r'-.forr^  <'.•.!■:<■/!  U)  >-fiy  fh>it-  thr.  vjrtin-  I  mftan  -in  rAmpering  with  the 
\vhol(*.  of  ^h«l  ".'I'mt./.ii.iir-y,  wlu'.t.luT  (^'ori  .sini<:nL'  Kiirui.  bnt  I  remftml)er  that  not 
.vrv.it.iv'^  or  (..'mmm"  i^  unii/'.rl  as  <>u*\  li.ni' .«'.'o  he  nuuie  an  almost  impassioned 
m;i-n  i:;  /]  vincr  nu»  i  \.i\p.  iuinri  on  this  'inr^  r)rif»'-Jt  ',\(f.\\\\At.  preft^rential  duties  of  any 
f.jon.  r  vvoinlft].  jio'.v.vvM-.  svh<ahfir  r,har.  kinn.  Inrl;;!.  h;is  hithert.o  I leen  the  greatest 
\A  \\\^  "ji.sft  vvjt.h  'lu'  '.  )?i  Mi'.nilmrs  iv-pn-.-  ni;irl%''T  .»f  f{i«  worlfl  which  h;LS  supported 
si'.ntiii;/  or.ho.r  iiiii.o'-  int,  r'.r,i,^t.itiuMU'ir..-<.  the  i)''ih(riplii  of  Kree  Trade,  and  has  he«i 
I  woiifliT  \rh.ir,  t  fw.  I  .'.ulcr  of  I  he  llourte  vv'.rrh  i'ior»' tii  n>»  In  thi?*  reypect  th*ui  allthe 
his  r.  t-;iy  }f,  :}■<■  ■  ■.■;'»lij*  irin  |>}i<<snrl  within  -'r-'t  i."'\'"niinj,' i'r>lonie><  put  rosTOther.  India 
t.Jic  I, ml.  i\:\''  'I-  '.'.v:,  hy  \\\r  \(;inf'.liest.er  h;is  i^iv'-n  ns  the  open  di>or  which  wepro- 
(■|i;rmln-T-  (»t  <.,!jnM.:-.'  TIm".  < '\\iiT)\\u:]'  U'.<^  -n  rli'sire  all  r)ver  the  woi'ld,  and  now 
of  r.r,inrnenf'  iri' -.'Ic--.  j  Lir .-;<•  niMni»er  of  \v«'.  ;iri',  ^'oin;/,  i)y  a  shal)l)y  anfi  dincredit- 
f,li«-  V  j\\\.  III?.  <r".nf  i('.ni;in  s  pf)liti<'..'il  ;i!»li!  d(rvie(»,  to  shnt  that  door  in  India 
jii'-jiOi.   jrid  i\\-    I '•■citi'inon   "lifl  :  when    wh    ;i.re   afraid  to  do    it    in     this 

f'onnhv.      But.  a«  siK)n  as  the  Blue   Btyck 
'•   •■''"'  ''l;'"""'  '•'    '•"■   l'"''"l   "»'jt  '!•'•    ;n,pr;in.d   it.   In-eame  nerfeetJv  obvioiw  to 

IviM,  :iu.;.,.:.»ov...;..:  ri,...,ov..rM,MP„i  •..  i.onu.,  "-''i'"  ^^""■1^*  ^^'^^  this  luwhafl  bccn 
iTi  li'^  vi"'-r  '■oiirii..'  i\.'\\r.._'  /hitii'4  f.n -jn-;>r  im  iii-:i .:  HI •'.d  a?id  passed  with  so  much  in- 
l)ortnri'  ho?ii  Loiinrv  u''^  <'»..' '''•'"iti !<'■;  i- oppo-iMl  ^  «l(»fi>?it.  \]i\nU:  hv  th<^(^)nneil  of  the  Viceroy 

fi,    M.M    .i.t.P:...U   '.r    tl...    ,...o,,lr    nt    Imli»."Mr,       ,,j      j,.,];..^        '|'|;',.,.^,      j^      „^^^      ^.j^^      slightest 

Inn.)  o.  .1...  .Mn..f M.M  -.1  :.    nMiln,   ,.Mlirv  ,„  fl.M  'l-">''^  f»»'^^'.  t'^^^  mriuence  ot    the  Secretiin- 

(  iiit^'«l    KiML'ioiM     II.. I    o»    .ifiinni.l-.     whii-h  "f    >^tat^;   for   the    (.nl<»nies   "supplied    the 

fimiMii.    1 m^i-ii'iif Iv   i"«i<i"fl    tipi-  1  li«  «^s  1  ni  1m  Otiice  witii  the  motive  p<)wor  which 

iiiliIi-.htiir.T.t.  Mt  .•...;nr...iv,,ilmL"ln(lcMt. 'U'v».,;lI  ^.^^  ij,MTSsarv  ro  u}i!*>  this   leiri.slation.     I 

«llln«r   <lil'*f-l  lull-.    ,ti.|     vjtiinllf   ;|.  fli'iKirl  linMi'Oln         I  ■■  1         _     I   1       T       'u 

,^^     ,,,.,, ,^,,,,,  ,.-,,..  ,■.,.,,  .  '  •!'»  'H,i  .piestj.m  tie  n.>l»le  Lord  s  suicentv 

mr  .  innrrnMii  Ml  rhis  matter,  iMit  I  do  say 
l.h;ii.  thr  en»rr;iy  with  which  he  pur.sued 
f.his  finliry  only  dates  from  the  moment 
of  tlje  intervfjntion  of  the  nght  hon. 
(iinil»?man  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
(  olonit'M. 

i.ui:i»  (r.  HAMILTON:  I  mjiy  state 
at  ••:!'••?  rliat  that  statement  is  absohitolv 
nnti'ie. 

^Ml{.  .1     \I     '!   \'    \/'.\'         I   ;nM  I  •M.li'i  ; 

;i  re-Holul  ion  |i;i  --.".  '.■    i  1. ■•.:■.  ..mMic  lirub  ""Nil:.   -1.    M.     MAC  LKAX  :     I    ij,,   ^ot 

I      ,|o      ii'.i      i.l:i'   '■     iImm.'     i;    i\    ^Jin.uli'  i liiniv  that  the  riir^it  Imn.   <»entiejnau    h;is 

Mini.sirr     nni  ('\  ■•.  ili.-i  .li.mi.il  S"cirt.ii  \'.  .ii!\  c  iu'ht  to  say  that,  for  I  am  simply  ^oing 

Willi  ;»ll    MM  n^'.v  i,'r    tni    r.isji  .Ml! .'I  jhim-^  mm  wh.it  is  in  this  Hhie  Book.      I  rind  that 

v\l,n.  h.n.i-u    ?i    ill.'   «  tVrft  tin..  .ii;.il.i  1 1„,  lir^T  oiM-asion  on  u  hieh    t  li««  S^^en-tarv 

tinn    h.'i^   li.Mr.n    I.UMiJMn  mjj   iljrp-'nplc  l-.i- th.'    ColoinVs  inieiteivd    uas    ..,i    .lulV 

,.|-   |';.,..|.,n.l  uitl.  ilir  t,M-,on..'.|M.-nc(-  n\  I'.WA  last  year.      lnimedi.ael>     afiorwanls 
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thought  ought  to  Ik)  clone.  Then,  of  course, 
we  come  to  the  opinion  of  Lord  Elgin  ; 
but  what  wa.s  written  to  him  did  not  make 
any  impression  upon  his  fixed  mind  uixm 
this  subject.  Then  there  was  a  change 
of  Viceroys  in  India,  and  once  more  the 
Secretiiry  of  State  for  the  Colonies  comes 
to  the  front,  and  writes  immediately  to 
the  noble  Lord  to  say  what  ho 
thinks  ought  to  be  done  in  India. 
I  really  caimot  understiuid  why  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  should  think  it  necessary 
to  interfere  in  Indian  affairs.  Is  ho 
pining  for  new  worlds  to  conipier  1  Has 
he  not  sufficient  spheres  of  influence 
already  .'  Surely  Africa  itself  is  large 
enough  to  fill  the  ambition  of  anyone, 
however  overweening  that  ambition  may 
be.  At  all  events,  one  would  have  thought 
before  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  inter- 
fered with  India  he  would  have  settled 
his  little  differences  with  President 
Rruger,  and  then  he  might  have  rejoiced, 
))ut  his  policy  is  apparently  not  ho  suc- 
cessful at  the  present  moment  as  he 
desires.  I  will  now  take  the  despatch 
written  by  the  right  hon.  (lentleman  and 
ii.ited  the  7th  January,  and  point  out  the 
power  he  wielded  at  the  India  Office. 
In  the  first  piiragraph  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain asked  Lord  George  Hamilton 
to  bring  to  the  special  notice 
of  Lord  Curzon,  who  had  only  just  been 
appfjinted  Viceroy,  two  important  ques- 
tions attecting  the  Island  (»f  Mauritius. 
Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  proceeded 
to  say  that  the  industry  of  the  sugar 
planters  in  Mauritius  may  l)c  destroyed. 
In  another  part  of  the  fh;s])atch  he 
actually  speaks  of  their  ruin  l)eing  pro 
bable  if  some  change  is  not  immediately 
made  in  the  sugar  -ariff  of  India.  There 
is  absolutely  no  foundation  for  a  state- 
ment of  that  kin<l.  Statistics  show  that 
the  sugar  iiulustrv  of  Mauritius  has  never 
lieen  in  the  slightest  danger  since  the}' 
found  an  excellent  market  in  India.  I 
am  not  at  idl  suie  that  the  sugar  planters 
in  Mauritius  do  not  themselves  get  a 
b<nu)ty  of  some  kind  from  the  State. 
As  the  right  hon.  G«*ntleman  the  Meml>er 
for  Wolverhampton  has  said,  bounties  are 
of  all  kinrls.  I  fx;inted  this  out  the  other 
<lay  to  the  Governor-General  of  Queens- 
land, when  he  t«»ld  me  that  if  (Queens- 
land ha/1  fair  play  it  would  Ik*  able  to 
supply  sufficient  «n;zar  inv  the  whole  of  the 
British  Krapire.  I  -aid  to  him,  **  I)on  t 
you  consider  that  you  had  a  re- 
markably big    Ixjunty    given    you    whc*n 


I  the  ljnj)erial  (^ovornmont  presented  you 
with   immense   tracts  of   fertile  country 

'  extending  over  three  times  the  area  of 
the  United  Kingdom  1 "     Surely  that  was 

i  a  very  considerable  bounty  to  give  to 
Queensland,  and  they  ouglit  to  bo  able 
to  produce  sugar  there  as  well  as  the 
planters  in  other  countries,  i'lvt^n  in  the 
West  Indies  I  should  say  that  consider- 
able bounties  have  been  given  already,  for 
at  the  time  of  the  emancipation  of  the 
slaves  we  practically  made  a  present  to 
them  of  the  whole  of  the  properties  bo- 
longing  to  individual  citizens  in  this 
country.  Many  Members  of  this  House 
are,  perhaps,  at  the  nresent  moment  suf- 
fering—either themselves  or  their  families 
are  suttering—  from  the  great  act  of  vi- 
carious virtue  which  England  ])erformed 
when  she  emancipated  the  shives.  We  then 
presented  the  land  in  fee  simple  to  tho 
cmancipjited  slaves,  and  all  they  did  was  to 
turn  Jamaica,  which  was  onco  the  gardou 
of  the  world,  into  a  howling  wildernoss. 
It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  determine 
when  an  industry  is  bounty  fed  or  not.  I 
looked  through  the  Mauritius  Administra- 
tive lieport,  and  I  came  across  thift 
passage : 

"  Parcullinj^  out  land  aiuoiij^Ht  riiduiitM  pro- 
I  cee<lH  on  a  lar^o  scale.  In  tliH  niajority  of  ciMen 
no  money  piiMHes  for  th«  fii-Mt  ywir  or  two, 
except  the  value  of  the  canew,  if  tln^re  Imj  any 
ripe  enou;^!!  to  cut  in  the  firHt  year,  'i'liis  ^reat 
Hettleiiient  of  lal>ourin;{  Indums  upon  the  land 
will  undoubtedly  lea4l  to  a  [^reat  increawj  in 
the  pro<luf;tion  of  nu^jjar  caniis,  raine  the  value 
of  the  land,  and  nnint  ultimately  Imul  to  the 
cHtabliMhrnent  of  central  fiKitorien  and  the  divi- 
nion  of  laljoiir." 

,  It  seems  that  land  is  being  parcelled  out 
rent  free  for  a  year  or  two  amongst. 
Indian  planters  in  Mauritius  so  tliat  they 
may  grow  sugar  at  a  cost  which  would 
enable  them  to  compete  with  native  sugar 
in  In<lia.     That  is  the  kind  of  Protection 

.  which  we  are  asked  to  encourage  to-<lay. 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  ('olonies 
s[jeaks  of  his  own  [Hirmnal  views.  We 
have  nothing,  of  course,  to  do  with  the 
right  hon.  (j^entlenian's  personal  views  so 
long  as  they  are  not  emUxlied  in  iuU  of 
legislation  or  administrative  procee<lings 
which  are  likely  to  bring  damage  to  the 
Umpire,  and  the  right  hon.  (Tentleman  i* 
perfectly  at  lil>erty  to  keep  them  to  him- 
self. I  am  not  quite  sure  wliat  the  f)er- 
sonal  views  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
are  on  many  «ubje^;ts,  but  I  am  inclined 
to  think  he  takes  his  foreign  iMAiay  from 
the    hon.     MeroWr     for     the     Ecelesall 
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n  r.  'r  n  '^z r» .  >,;y i  ^ta i  i a u  *.  N f  ^rm  v:  r  f  o r  *, h  ^:  ^ ' ':  r.  r,  r  i » 
T .'!'/-/:     ?;.-•':    v;^;.vh     ■A'hi''th    'tr';     r.O*     lilceiv 

Wh'i^A  'A  Corr»  r/iorM  or  V/  tK':  BHti.trj 
'^rvft\t\ti.  luf-. y  rri Ay  r ;^;  '.a : j gh t  i n  t h ^  r; ':  a- 
r  r»  I  % '! r  Ai  r  v  of  f /.  rrn  i  n;(h;irf*  to  t  h e  .^oriA  of 
/j<ft'A'  f.iv;.'>ij  f/r.ioni^*  f''';r^.,  out  f  do  not 
fhink  w*5  rie/;d  'ori^'-^rri  OijrvJv*;^  ar/^jit 
rri';rn  ifj  I't.f:  ffou-^j  of  ('.unuhu^.  The 
S<:/:r':*;iry  of  St^V;  for  the  Color.i«:='. 
^th-olir^;;;/  i',t'jt',*A  ^.u^l  fh'iia  !h  not  -.••)f- 
;ro*.  "rri':'i  at  ;iJl.  It  i-.  a  f\*'.\rt':Acj\(:y  hi 
rhc  T;  >  /..,  ari'J  a^  wa^  -o  *'';!!  \}f}\utf:f\ 
out  in  »h;it  i',[>U;ndi'^i  M';H[>;it/:h  of  Lord 
SalJK^rjry  ^.  w'hi'h  th^,  fight  hon.  Oentic- 
rriAfi  th';  M^;rn^;';^  for  U'o!v*;r}i;inipton  han 
'jijot'rd 

■'  \ud\A.\n  \^niT\i\  rrior*?  drM*!ly  ari'l  intimately 
■Ut  i\\f.  MotH"  of  '  V»rriTiiOfM  in  rnatt'jr-  ol  f.ont- 
m^t:'iH,\  f^Wi'-y  than  any  otli#rr  f»firt  of  the 
KwipirT.  h  i**  h*jr«!  that  l\t*;  f'Oinni*;rcial 
j^rf/Iiry  of  In*Iia  ha^  to  }#«•  *I<f';Hi*rrr  HTul  if  we 
ar«;  to  n/'l  in  the  int<'r«!<t<*  r^f  JnrJia,  we  in 
thi<  Ho'i^e  O'C'lit  to  waf'-li  r-Io-ely  an^J  fum- 
utanMy  o'.er  the  apiiIi't;ition  of  the  jirineipUa^ 
whir:h  -ve  lay  Hown.' 

JlyiMu;.'  I <r< •»•.«■/ 1  tliat  di-jMt^h  liom  th'r 
Sc^'i'-t^ir y  ol  SLiU:  for  th*-  Cnlnulo-.  th<; 
no  hi'-  f.oni  a;.',iin  utimcM  tO'»k  action,  and  a 
j.^K^'i  d^-al  h;M  h<?'ai  raid  ;il;ojit  th**  conduct 
of  tf»c  Vi'<rioy  in  thin  mat ti-r.  It  apjx-arH 
tonic  that  fh'-.  Viccr«»y  i-.  v«ry  much  to 
he  jiiti<',d  in  thf  ])f)^\l'\<ru  in  whirh  he  h;jH 
hccn  piii^'cd,  U*'.  hart  only  ju-»t  n-ccivcd 
on*'  ''f  the  hi;^hcHt  JK»■^t^  in  the  ;^ift  of  the 
(Iroivn,  when  a  new  l;iw  i-^  j>n-^wrj  uj»»>n 
him,  in  a  -eri<'H  of  tclc;riMni-»  irpeaterl 
ainio-'t  day  after  day,  <«yjn;i  : 


you    ♦^oiii^'     to    ilit    '»' 
tli<'     nioiii«*ni     It 
)M'«'#'|ii,in«'c.       I'riii;;     il.    into 


••  Wh.-n    ;.n- 
Hftv\     II-     new ' 
Will    (<-U%:r..|ili 
fi|iitr>it  ion. 

IiOid  Cur/'in  .-mked  :it  firnt  that  he  niii^ht 
he  ^iven  mrire  time  to  c(in-id«T  the  matter, 
hut  notimi*  win  allowed  him  :  andthen  he 
UntU  up  in  n  loyal  Mpirit  th'-  instniotionH 
III-  li.'id  [••fijve.d  from  the  (Jovernment 
which  hiid  junt  imidi*  him  \  ieeniy,  and 
hi'  ppHiM-rlrd  with  a  /^i(»;it  deal  of  irn- 
pcluoMity  t(»  earry  out  what  he  con 
ceived  to  Ik!  their  wiHhos,  in  fact,  he 
pive  the  (lovernment  of  India  no 
rent  until  he  liml  (lassed  thin  law. 
It  was  intnxlueed  on  the  HitJi  Kehniary, 
iHHedon  thnliHth  Kehniary,  hefore  thtinj 
mI  hcji^n  (^ven  time  for  it  was  not  ptih- 
Ji;hedin  \\w  fifj/tf  until  the  following 
Mr,  M'trlntfi, 


COMMONS  J'\  l-yj.  lii- 

T  iK^/Uy—Vp  iftrid  :he  Bill  to  tbe  diSenr.'. 
pro  i.ceA  of  India  and  to  receire  any 
rep."  iv  ordinary  po«u  a^^  to  the  impfea- 
Aior.  .•  ir.A^J  marie  on  the  pqblie.  I  never 
'r,f>i.y'.  ,f  ^uch  indecent  haste  to  cany  a 
rr.T^i- ,:';  '^hich  wa^  not  at  all  nrgen: 
Jiirice  K;ch;ird  HI.  -laid  he  could  not  z* 
'o  hi-i  or'Mk/ait  until  he  hai"!  the  hrsvi^* 
I>>;d  ffa.stingi  placed  on  the  table  ?'ir'iore 
fii:.:.  The  Viceroy  Jiiid  he  could  not  ^^ 
-o  >ir.iU  uri til  thi«  Hiil  hari  pa.4«e^L  anii 
the  L'.dian  I^giiUture  irnr.oediately 
of/cye^J  hin  orders.  We  hear  a  great  deal 
aV/ii-.  -he  I>:giAlative  Council  of  Iivlia, 
and  jM-opI-  might  imagine  that  it  was  a 
great  ii'-J:  airjembly,  ■Himething  after  the 
rij'>^jel  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Bat. 
of  coi*;*.  it  la  nothing  of  the  kind.  The 
Viceroy  i^.  there  3urround^-'i!  by  courtier?, 
and  he,  likeCato,  'Gives  his  little  Senate 
lawji,  And  ailA  attentive  to  his  own 
applau-e. '  Moat  of  the  Members  there 
an-  really  courtier?*  of  the  stamp  of  th^^se 
gentlenien  who  first  of  all  denouncer!  Cftun- 
tervailin^rdutieswith  I^^rdElgin  ormvself, 
and  th"n  approved  of  countervailing;  riuti*:9 
with  Lord  Curzon.  ffunian  iiaiure  u 
pp't'y  much  the  same  in  all  ages.  Thest- 
l<»-niiemr-n  act  as  the  immortal  Vicar  of 
H.MV  dirj,  who,  no  matter  whichso^rver  king 
mi;,dir  reign,  would  still  l»e  Vicar  of  Bray. 
No  douht  the  noticeable  change  which  h'aA 
taken  place  in  what  w;ts  once  the  proud 
independence  of  the  Indian  Civil  servants 
is  d  le  to  the  extremely  lavish  distribu- 
tion of  honours  and  decorations  con- 
feri'-.d  ufvHi  them.  It  seems  to  nie  that 
mohin  governments  have  founti  that 
th»'-»e  honours  as  they  are  caller]  are 
a  more  jxHent  instrument  of  politii-al 
^'Oiruption  and  sfK-ial  degra<lation  than 
Waif  Kile  ever  dreamed  of.  That  in  the 
type,  of  men  who  for  the  most  jiart 
form  the  (^Muicil  of  the  Viceroy.  There 
are,  I  ;idmit,  Home  indcfjcndent  mum- 
ber-.  There  is  one  distinguished  barrister 
who  pleaded  with  the  Government  iKit  to 
prenH  the  Hill.  Me  said:  'M)o  give  us 
a  little  time  to  consider  this  nuasure  ; 
refer  it  to  a  Select  Committee  :  let  it  take 
its  UHU.iI  eourne."  But  the  Government 
w(»uld  not  listen  to  a  wonl  of  remonstrance 
of  that  kind,  and  insisted  that  it  should 
lie  passed  immediately  and  at  all  ha/;irdi-*, 
aiHl  they  thought  uf  having  the  public 
opinion  of  India  behind  them.  The  noble 
Lord  boiiraod  in  the  House  of  (commons 
the  other  day  that  the  whole  public 
opinion  of  India  was  demanding  thin 
Bill,  nnd   extraordinary    telegrams   wcie 
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sent  from   Calcuttn   pninting  out  tbat  I 
atood  alone  in  opposing  thiH  law,  and  tbat 
the    wbolo   of    liidia   was  on  the  side  of 
the  Viceroy.     I  aaceruiiiied  by  telegraph 
that  that  statement  wns  absolutely  incor- 
rect.     The    n^bt    lion.   Gt-ntloman   the 
MumW   for  Wolverhampton  has  shown 
that      even      raost    c»f     the     provincial 
Governments^ who  are  largely  under  the 
control   of   the   Supreme   Government — 
were  opposed  to  the  introduction  of  this 
law.      Mention   has   been    made   of    Sir 
Anthony  Macdonell,     I  woubl  moat  wil- 
lingly piiy  attention  to  anything  advised 
by   that    distinguished    servant    of    the 
Crown,  but  the  views  be  expreased  were 
purely  hypothetical.     He  said  if  the  in- 
troduction of  bounty-fed  sugar  were  to 
cause  the  cultivation  of  sugar-cane  to  fall 
off  then  the  price  might  be  aflbcted.    But 
be  has  since  stated  that  the  cultivation  of 
sugar-cane  has  not  been   atfected  in  the 
slightest  degree  in  India,      And  anyone 
who  knows  anything  of  tlie  matter  knows 
that  the  people  of  India  will  always  con- 
sumo  nine-tenths  of  the  sugar  produced 
in  the  country.     The  production  of  sugar 
is  perfectly  enonnous  in  India.     In  fact, 
India  can  grow  sugar  to  supply  the  world, 
and  would  grow  it  more  easily  under  the 
stimulus  of  competition  than  under  pro- 
tection.    I  notice  that  the  Viceroy  in  bis 
8i>e6cheB  and  numerous  achlresses  thinks 
that  he  hm  a  sort  of  Divine  mission  to 
encourage  native  inda^s tries  in  India.     I 
can  assure  him  that  nothing  of  the  kind 
is   wanted.      The    Bt»nil:iay    Government 
took  up  a  strong  position  on  this  matter. 
The     Btjmbay    newspipers     were     gowi 
enough  to   rebuke   me   for  having  criti- 
cised the   noble  Lord,   and   said   that  I 
ktjew    nothing    of    the    public    opinion 
of    India,      But     it     turns     out     that 
the   editors  of   the   Bombay  newspapers 
were  the  only  people  who  knew  absolutely 
nothing  of  the  state  of  public  opinion  in 
India,     In  Western  India  nut  only  all  the 
distinguished  servants  of  the  Crown,  at 
Poonab,  Kurrachee,   Bt^rar,  etc.,  and  the 
whole  mercantile  community,  native  and 
European,  but  the  Government  itself  were 
entirely  opposed  to  the  introduction  of 
these   countervailing  duties.     1  call  the 
attention  of  the  noble  Lord  to  a  statement 
which  Lord  Curzon  made  on  20th  March, 
in    which    he    assured    the    Legislative 
Council  that  this  Bill  hatl  been  backed  up 
with  a  weight  of  opinion  which  for  rpiality 
and    homo^enoousness    had   never    been 
equalled.     I  am  sure  that  Lord  Curzon  is 
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not  a  man  to  make  a  sUitement  of  that 
kind  without  beh'eving  it  to  bo  correct,  I 
won't  repeat  the  oflenaive  phraste  used  by 
the  noble  Lord  to  me  just  now  when  he 
stated  that  what  I  had  said  was  untrue; 
but  I  will  say  that  what  Lord  Curzon 
stated  was  aljsolutcly  nnfounded.  There 
was  no  homogeneous  ieeliiig  in  India.  I 
assume  that  Lord  Curzon  made  that  state- 
ment in  Council,  not  with  the  irj  tent  ion 
of  deceiWng^  but  because  he  bad  never 
read  or  seen  that  despatch  of  the  Bombay 
Government  in  which  they  protested 
against  the  introduction  of  the  law. 
He  could  not  have  seen  it.  He 
introduced  this  law  before  he  could 
possibly  receive  the  des|>ateh  of  the 
Bombay  Government,  which  was  only 
written  on  the  2 3rd  of  February,  and  could 
not  have  reached  Calcutta  before  the  end 
of  that  montb.  The  decision  of  theGovern- 
ment  of  India  was  taken  on  the  l25th  of  Feb- 
ruary, long  before  it  could  have  received 
the  statement  of  the  views  uf  the  im- 
portant Goverrmient  of  Bombay  on  the 
subject.  This  is  a  sample  of  the  noble 
Lord's  allegation  that  the  public  opinion 
of  India  was  with  the  Viceroy  in  this 
matter.  So  much  for  the  provincial 
Governments  and  the  Council.  But  I 
would  iisk  what  is  the  real  opinion  of  the 
Indian  Press  on  this  (piestion,  because 
much  has  been  made  of  the  apparent 
unanimity  of  the  Indian  Press  in  suppoit  of 
the  Government.  It  was  my  duty  to 
read  the  articles  which  have  apf>eared 
supporting  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment. They  were  mostly  what  are  called 
inspired  articles,  and  inspired  articles  are 

fenorally  like  the  Address  to  the 
'hrone,  which  is  usually  an  echo  of 
Her  Majesty *8  speech.  These  inspired 
articles  are  usually  an  echo  of  the  state- 
ments made  by  Ministers  in  Council.  All 
the  Indian  papers  which  have  carefully 
examined  the  question  have  declared 
against  countervailing  duties.  I  could 
quote  the  Indian  IhtiUj  Afwa^  which  has 
completely  gone  over  to  the  side  of  the 
opponents  of  the  law,  and  the  whole  of 
the  native  Press  is  now  on  the  same  side. 
I  will  quote  an  extract  from  a  well- 
known  newspaper,  the  Tiffws  of  India, 
which  arrived  here  by  last  mail,  and 
which  is  well  known  to  be  still  favourable 
to  the  Government  of  India.  The  I'inies 
of  India  says  : 

''  There  haa  beeo  &  woiulerful  change  io  the 
native  Preaa  of  India.  The  tJovenimeiit  have 
passed  a  Isw  at  the  behent  of  Mr.  i  hiiuiberlain 
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for  the  benefit  of  the  sugar  planters  of 
Mauritiua,  and  they  must  b«  i>repared  for  a 
fine  avahinche  of  deDnricialion  hy  those  who 
have  taken  aU  the  moralities  under  their 
ehar|^e«  The  storm  of  reproRch  in  already 
blowiDjj  in  that  direction,  and  we  know  what 
is  coming.*' 

That  shows  what  is  the  present 
opinion  of  tho  majority  of  the  native  Press 
in  regard  to  the  Inw  passed  by  the  Govern 


country  as  well  as  on  this  country.  It 
is  not  the  fact  that  there  is  atjy  v&nt 
of  money  or  eiiterpnse  in  India,  or  that 
when  the  necessity  of  finding  new 
markets  is  forced  ii{K>n  the  people  they 
are  incapa!>le  of  rising'  to  the  opportunity. 
Just  look  at  what  they  have  done  writb 
theii'  cotton,  always  under  the  stimulus 
of  very  forced  and  unrestricted  foreign 
meat  of  India.    Who  were  the  real  authors  i  c'ompetitioo.       Manchester    goods    prac- 


of  this  legislation  in  India  ?    If  we  look  at 
the  Blue  Book  we  iiiui  a  mcmoiial  from  a 
number  of   sugar  refiners  in  the  North- 
West  Provinces.      You  would  naturally 
look  for  the  names  of  native  merchants, 
but  you  find  all  the  gentlemen  who  signed 
the  petition  hail  from  north  of  the  Tweed. 
They  nearly  all  belong  to  the  same  class 
of  gentlemen  who  have  lately  come  down 
from  Glasgow  and  Greenock,   and  have 
assured  us  that  we  should  pass  similar  legis- 
lation for  the  United  Kingdom.  A  deputa- 
tion of  them  waited  the  otter  day  on  the 
President   of   the  Board   of   Trade,  and 
then  they  w^ere  good  enough  to  seek  an 
interview  with  me  and  discuss  the  matter 
with     me.       They    came    to    me,    and 
said    that   the   President   of   the   Board 
of   Trade    had    been    most    sympathetic 
with  them.     I  asked   tbem  if  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Tratle  had  promised 
to  do  anything  for  them  :  and  they  said    went 
"No,   but   he  advised   them    that    they 
ought  to   convert  public  opinion'';  and 
they  were  good  enough  to  aild  **  We  are 
beginning  with  you,"     I  advised  them  to 
begin  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exclie- 
quer,  to  which  they  replied  that  **  if  they 
could   convert   me  they  would    hai'e  an 
easy  task  mth  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer." These  gentlemen  seemed  to  me  to 
he  exceedingly  prosperous,  although  they 
complained    of  being    ruined.       But    it 
struck  me  that  all  they  were  pushing   for 
was  their  own  interests,  and  that  they 
cared      nothing       for       the      interests 
of   the  great  consumers  of  the  coimtry. 
It  was  much  the  same  sort  of  gentlemen 
who  sent  a  petition  to  tho  Government  of 
Bengal,  and  asked  that  they   should  be 
given  a  monopoly  of  refinetl   sugar.      It 
would  be  much  efisie!-,    by  the  employ- 
ment   of    skilled    labour  and   improved 
machinery,    to  turn  out  a  better  article 
than    at   present  and    so   command  the 
market.      But  they   will   never  do   such 
8  thing  until  stimulated    by  foreign  com-  , 


tically  killed  the  hiuid  loom  industry  of 
India^  famous  in  all  previous  ages  ;  but  the 
natives  have  not  been  behind  in  adapting 
to  their  own  use  the  machinery  ana 
methods  of  Manchester,  and  there  are 
no  more  successful  cotton  mills  in  the 
world  than  are  to  be  found  in  Bombuy 
and  a  number  of  other  places  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.  With  the  goods  they  have 
turned  out  from  short  staple  cotton  they 
have  succossfidly  beaten  Slanehester  out 
of  the  market.  All  that  was  don©  with 
Free  Trade.  Look  at  the  great  U» 
industry  of  India.  It  has  beaten  China 
out  of  the  English  market.  Has  that 
trade  been  built  up  by  Government  pro- 
tection I  Noj  but  by  the  enterprise  of 
free  Englishmen  knowing  what  waa 
wanted,  and  how  to  apply  sueeessfully 
capital   to   the  pruduction  of  the  article 


quiied.  Take  coal.  When  I  first 
to  India  I  remember  coal  waa 
oidy  used  within  a  few  miles  of  the 
pits  in  Bengal  from  which  it  was  ob- 
tained. At  the  beginning  of  this 
year  I  find  that  coal  is  used  on  all 
the  twenty  odd  tbousiind  miles  of  the 
Indian  railway  system.  It  has  beaten 
English  coal  almost  entirely  out  of  the 
market.  It  is  used  on  all  the  steamers 
running  from  Bombay  to  Suez,  and  but 
for  the  heavy  duties  in  the  Suez  Canal 
Indian  coal  would  piss  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean and  compete  with  English  coal 
there.  All  this  has  been  done  without 
Government  protection,  by  capital,  in- 
dustry, and  enterprise  working  together 
with  freedom  against  foreign  competition. 
Then  there  is  the  success  of  Indian  betJt 
against  the  competition  of  both  English 
and  German  beer,  and  there  are  innumer- 
able other  cases  in  which  India  has  shown 
itself  quite  aUve  to  the  neceBsities  of 
modern  industries.  The  moat  remarkable 
illustration  I  could  give  the  House  of  the 
really  good  working  of  Free  Trade  ia 
this.    In  the  old  days  every  town  in  India 


petition.     Wc  have  forced,  as  I  have  said,  i  was  lighted  with  little  lamps  containing 
Free  Trade  on  India,  but  Free  Trade  has    cocoanut   oil,    and   a   very    disagreeable 
conferred     immense     benefits     on    that  j  light  it    often   was.      Paraffin    oil    waa 
Mr,  J.  M.  Madmn, 
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introdiiced  hy  America  and  sent  out  in 
tins  and  speedily   took  possession  of  the 
market,  and  it  was  taken  into  consump- 
tion all  over  India.     Finidly,  Russia  sue 
ceeded  in   beuiting    America   out   of   the 
market  with  the  help  of  English  capital. 
Russia   invented   a    system    of    sending 
petroleum  in  lank  steamers  to  Bombay, 
where   it   was   sold   by   measure   to  the 
people,  and  the  expense  of  the  tins  and  | 
the  long  voyage  from  America  was  siived. 
Russia  now  has  nearly  the  whole  trade  of  I 
lighting    India.      Wouhl   not   this    have  | 
been  n  magnificent  opportunity  for  a  Vice- 
roy who  thought  he  bad  a  mission  to  save  [ 
the  industries  of  India  to  say,  **  We  will 
not   have    the    immemorial   eocoanut-oil 
lamps  extinguished.      We  must  protect 
our  industries,  and  we  will  not  give  this 
vast  trade  to  our    natural  enemies    the 
Russians/'     What  has  been  the  result  of 
the  introfluction  of  this  trade  in  India  ? 
The  native   growers   of   oil  seeds,  being 
forced  to  find  another  market  for  their 
products,    have    discovered     that    these 
vegetable   oils    are    the    best    that   can 
possibly  be  used  in  all  the  great  machine 
works  in  Europe,  and  now  these  oil  seeds 
are    in  greater  demand  than   ever,    and 
feteh  a  higher  price  than  before.     That  is 
a  splendid  example  of  the  natural  working 

tof  Free  Trade  and  the  advantage  that 
freedom  of  trade  gives  to  the  people.  I 
thought  it  right  to  say  this  l»ecause  it 
seems  to  me  that  people  adopt  a  too 
apologetic  tone  for  forcing  Free  Trade  on 
India.  Free  Trade  would  never  have 
been  adopted  there  by  the  natives,  hut  if 
you  ask  all  the  more  intelligent  natives 
now  you  will  find  that  they  are  satisfied 
that  the  present  system  of  commerce  is 
the  best  thing  that  England  could  have 
possibly  given  them.  I  shall,  I  am  afraid, 
w«?ary  the  House,  but  I  have  had  this 
matter  much  in  my  mind  and  I  have 
never  been  allowed  to  speak  on  it  in  the 
House  before.  I  should  like  to  say  a 
word  upon  the  constitutional  point 
touched  on  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Wolverhampton.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  seems  to  have  formed  a  i-adically 
false  conception  of  hia  powers  and  his 
responsibilities  to  this  House.  When  I 
put  a  question  to  him  on  this  subject  he 
retortiii  in  tones  of  some  asperity — an 
asperity  which  might  have  kindled  re- 
sentment in  my  bosom  if  we^  who  are 
below  the  gangway^  were  not  used  by  this 
time  to 
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**  The  inaolence  of  ortice,  and  the  spurns 
Thai  patient  merit  of  the  unworthy  takes/' 

The  noble  Lord  practically  told  me  that  I 
had  better  mind  my  own  business. 

Loud  G.  HAMILTON  dissented, 

*Mrt.  J.  M.  MACLEAN :  I  am  not 
giving  the  noble  Loi-d's  exact  words,  liut  he 
said  he  had  told  me  more  than  once  that 
he  declined  to  interfere  with  the  expres- 
sion of  opinion  and  the  determination  of 
the  Government  of  India  upon  a  question 
of  this  kind. 

Lord  O.  HAMILTON:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  put  a  rjuestion  to  me  to  thia 
effect:  Would  I  lay  this  Bill  on  the 
Table  of  the  House,  for  the  purpose,  of 
course,  of  founding  questions  and  motions 
upon  it,  and  as  it  was  under  discubsion  in 
the  Indian  Legialattu-e  I  replied,  as  every 
Secretary  of  State  would,  that  I  declined 
to  interfere  with  the  functions  of  the 
Indian  Government. 

^Mh.  J.  M.  MACLEAN  :  That  is  where 
the  noble  Lord  makes  what  I  conceive  to 
be  a  very  great  mistake.  The  Indian 
Legislature  has  no  independent  position. 
It  has  only  delegated  powers  from  this 
Parliament.  What  is  the  position 
of  the  noble  Lord  towards  the 
Indian  Government  ?  It  is  very  clearly 
defined  in  the  despatch  ^nitten  by  LonJ 
Salisbury,  when  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  in  1875.  Lord  Hartington  had 
taken  off  the  cotton  dnties  in  order  to 
put  Manchester  and  India  on  an  equal 
footing,  and  the  Indian  Government,  at 
the  time  strongly  Protectionist,  chiimed 
that  they  had  a  right  as  an  independent 
Legislature  to  pass  any  tariflf  laws  they 
chose.  Lord  Salisbury  absolutely  deelineii 
to  give  them  this  power.  One  excellent 
reason  he  gave  was,  that  unless  complete 
unanimity  was  fissured  l.>eforehand  be- 
tween the  House  of  Commons,  repre- 
sented by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the 
Indian  Govern  men  t»  there  was  no  secui-ity 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Viccroy^B 
authority  in  India,  which  would  receive 
rude  shocks  by  the  decisions  of  the 
Government  of  India  being  fre*[uently 
i  challenged  in  this  House,  It  was  impos- 
I  sible,  said  Lonl  SaHsbury,  for  the  House 
of  Commons  to  part  with  its  control  over 
Indian  finance,  and  therefore  the  power 
I  was  specially  resen'ed  to  the  Secretary  of 
I  Sute  for  India  by  Lord  Salisbury  to  re- 
2X     2 


1235 


Jmlmn  Tariff 


{COMMONSf 


Mr/,    1891). 


present  the  Hoiiae  of  Commons  in  t-ariff 
matters,  and  never  to  let  tmy  change   in 
Indian  tariff  law8  be  intruluced  without 
his   assent.     It    seems   to   nie  that   that 
power  which  wa<  phiced  in  the  hands  of  I 
the  Secretary  of  State  iriip>ses  upon  him  | 
a  very  heavy  resjionsibility,  and  he  ought 
to  take  cspeciiil    care,  ns  ii*  his  constitu-  j 
tional  dnty»  that  no  sudden  or  rash  change 
in  the  ,'^ettled  commercial  pjlicy  of  this  i 
Empire  is  introduced  iiito  the  Legislative 
Council   of  India,  unless  he    is    assured 
of     the     support     of      the     House    of 
Commons  whose  servant  he  is.     It  may 
be   said  that  the   House,  if  it  docs  not 
approve  of  the  conduct  of  a  Secretary  of  I 
State,  has  the  rightjttj  remove  him,  but  that 
is  not  enough.      We  know  that  if  we  re- 
move  him  "we  shall  only  have  another  noble  ] 
lord  in  his  place.     I  deny   that  it  is  any 
advantage  to  us,  after  the  Secretary    of, 
State  has  hail  the  opportunity  of  throwing 
India  into  confusion  for  six  months,  and  , 
of  giving  a  rude  shock  to  the  authority  i 
of  the  new  Viceroy  from  which  it    will  \ 
.  never  recover,  that  we  should  have  the 
privilege  of  removing  him.      It  was  the 
wisdom  of  Loril  Sfdisbury  that  provided 
that    this  agreement  should  be  come  to  j 
beforehand,    and    what   I   condemn    the  I 
noble  Lord  for  is  that  he  never  consulted 
the  House  of  Commons  or  took  any  pains 
to  ascertain   whether  an  Act  of  this  kind 
would  he  supported  in  this  ccnmt^3^     On 
the   contrary,    nearly  every   Minister  on 
the    front   bench    has   said    that    he    is 
quite   convinced   that   public   opinion  in 
this  country  has  not  lieen  converted  on 
the  fpiestion  of  countervailing  duties,  and 
that  therefore  be   would  not  attempt  to 
meddle   with  them.     Is  it  not  a  shabby  ' 
device,  then,  when  they  dare  not  do  it  in 
England,    to    torce  it    on  the   people    of 
India   and    imp4\ir  the  authority  of   the 
"Viceroy  1     We  know  that  things  cannot 
rest  where  thoy  are.     ^V"e  know  that  if 
this    Act    is    passed   for    India    it    will 
bo     passed     with     the     ileliberate     de- 
sign    to     introduce     preferential    duties 
into    every    piirt    of    the    Empiie*       Is 
that   a   policy    which   commends  it^self  1 
I   would   ask  my    Conservative    friends 
whether  they   are    willing     to     go     to 
the     country     two    years     hence    with 
'*  Protection "       emblazorted     on     their 
banners.       Some    of     them     may,    but 
not    very    many.      What    will    be    the 
result  of  this  policy  ?     Was  it  not  a  Con- 
servative Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — 
Sir  Stafford  Notthcote— who    alx^Uehed 

Mr,  Mitckan^ 


the  sugar  duti«t  twenty-nvo  years  ago  1 
He  took  off  the  remaining  sugar  dutios 
becauj^  he  said  that  next  to  cheap  com 
no  greater  boon  could  be  given  to  ihe 
people  of  this  country  than  cheap  sugar. 
He  was  perfectly  right.  His  policy  ha* 
been  justihed  by  results,  and  the  people  M 
of  England,  knowing  what  immeneK!  f 
industries  are  now  bound  up  with  the 
existence  of  cheap  sugar,  w*ill  never  suffer 
that  great  l>oou  to  be  taken  awaj  from 
them.  I  for  one  unhesitatingly  support 
the  motion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Meml>er  for  Wolverhampton,  becauee 
it  is  conceived,  I  believe,  in  a  spirit  of 
fair  play  for  India  and  Free  Trade  for  the 
British  Empire. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  an  huiiible  Address  be  presented  to 
Her  Majesty,  praying  tliat  H«r  Majesty  will 
be  pleaHetl  to  disallow  Uie  Indian  Tariff  Act* 
1899.**— (6'ir  Henry  Fowler.) 

*LoitD  G.  HAMILTON  :  I  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  asking  the  House  to  give  a 
direct  negative  to  the  motion  that  has 
just  been  made.  Since  that  motion  has 
been  on  the  Table  of  the  House  various 
Amendments  to  it  have  been  proposed  by 
Members  in  different  parts  of  the  House. 
I  hope  those  hon.  Gentlemen  will  not 
move  any  one  of  these  Amendments.  The 
two  speeches  which  w^e  have  heard  to- 
night, lis  well  as  the  matter  to  which  they 
refer,  give  ample  material  to  the  House  of 
Commons  for  a  full  night's  discussion, 
and  if  any  Amendments  such  as  those 
that  appear  on  the  paper  are  introduced 
unquestionably  extraneous  issues  will 
creep  into  the  discussion.  The  issue  that 
is  raised  is  a  clear  issue  ;  let  us  meet  it 
clearly,  and  let  our  l)el>ate  to-night  be 
concentrated  on  the  subject  of  sugar  so 
far  as  it  afl^cts  India.  The  right  hon.  Gen* 
tlemanwho  opened  this  Debate  and  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  followerl  him  have  made 
two  speeches,  the  summary  of  which  h 
nothing  more  or  less  than  a  defence  of 
the  bounty  system  as  applied  to  sugar. 
From  beginning  to  end  there  was  not  a 
solitary  allusion  to  the  detrimental  effects 
of  the  bounty  system,  and  in  the  name  of 
Free  Trade  those  tw  o  hon.  Gentlemen  get 
up  and  publicly  support  the  blackest  sys- 
tem of  Protection  known.  The  position 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  is  clearly 
defined.  We  gave  instructions  to'  our 
delegates  at  the  Congress  at  Brussels— 
and,  so  far  as  I  know,  no  ixjjitical  Party 
has   challenged  the  justice   of  those    in- 


stnictiona — to  try  and  secure  the  suppres- 
sion of  all  liouuties  on  sugar,  \shkh  they 
considered  tr>  be  prejudicial  to  ihe  ^t^eneral 
interests  of  tlm  Uritinh  Empire.     Is  any- 
ooe  prepjxreti  in  this  House  to  eontradici 
that  proposition  t      If  nohmly  i^  prepared 
to     contradict    that   projiosition    in    the 
abstract^  then  every  vote  given  l»y  hon.  Gen- 
tlenieu  in  this  House  for  the  motion  moved 
to-night    will   tend  to    bolster    up    and 
infuse   new   life  and   strength   into  this 
Bystem  of  bcmntics  on  sugar.     Either  the 
system   is  a  good  one  or  it  is  a  Und  oru\ 
If  it  is  a  bad  systein,  we  are  jiiHtitied  in 
having  reeourse   to   strong   nn^asures  to 
get  rid  of  it ;  but  if  it  is  a  gfXKl  system, 
let    us    have    the    courtigc    to    say    so 
openly.     I  am  eompelled,  in  eonse^jiience 
of     the     nature    of    the    speeches    that 
have   been    madi\    to   indulge    in   a  few 
elementary    InU,    I   think,  nee«*ssnry  pro 
positions.     I  have  been  a  Free  Trader  all 
my  life.     (Laughter.)     Hoil    Gentlemen 
I  laugh,  but  I  think  lam  the  only  p<  rson  now 
in  this  Hause  who  has  introduced  legisla- 
tion in  Incha  which  went  in  the  direction 
of  Free  Trade.     There  is  at  the  present 
moment  only  one  protective  Act  on  the 
Statute-book  of  lutiia^  and  that  is  au  Act 
—I  dare  say  a  necessary  Act — which  wiis 
passed  hy  right  hon.  Gentlemen  uppcisite 
when  they  were  in  office.     It  puts  a  5  per 
cent,  duty  on  all  imports  even  where  the 
article  importinj  eompetes  with  the  uativt' 
production.     I  do  not  blame  right  hon. 
Gentlemen      for     doing     that,     but     it 
ia    rather   curious   that    the    right    hon. 
Gentleman    who    invites    me    nut  to  de- 
pirt   from    the  principles  of  Free  Trade 
represents  a  Government  which  has  put 
on  the  8t^itute-book  of  India  the  only  law 
which  is  essentially  protective.     I  believe 
it  to  be  to  the  iraerest  of   this  country  ' 
and  the  duty  of  the  Government  of  this 
country  to  promote  Free  Trade  wherever 
they  can,  and  by  Free  Trade  I  mean  the 
principles  that  were   taught    ns  by  Mr. 
Cobden  and  by  Sir  Louis  Mallet.      Free  l 
Trade  mtans  the  freeing  of  trade  from  ! 
artificial  restraint  and  artificial   fostering, 
from   anything   that   tends  to  raise  the 
price  of  an  article  artificially.      An  hon. 
Gentleman    laughs,   but  anything  which 
tends   to   raise   the   price   of   au   article 
artificially  l>y  a  hostile  tarilT  is  contjiry^  to 
the  principles  of  Free  Tr:tde,    But  the  con- 
verse isecpialiy  true.  Anythingwhich  tends 
to  lower  the  price  of  an  article  below  the 
cost  of  production,  l»y  bounties  or  by  Go- 
veniraent  aid,  is  coutjaiy  to  the  principles 


of  Free  Trade.  The  twoprece<ling  speakers 
dirl  not  seem  U)  thi^rntighly  grasp  and 
'  analyse  the  ditlerenee  bclwten  P>er 
I  Trade  and  Proteetiun.  The  essential 
I  diflVrence  between  the  two  ia  this, 
I  that  the  object  of  Free  Trade  is  to  try  and 
'  establish,  so  far  m  Jiseal  arrMugements 
are  concerne<l,  equality  of  conditions, 
I  cfpiality  i>f  treatment^  and  equality 
of  opportuiuty  for  all  producers,  in 
whatever  put  of  the  world  they  may 
live,  and  thus,  by  enc*>uraging  production 
and  increasing  emnpetition,  to  benefit  the 
consumer,  who  gets  the  advantage  of  lower 
prices  in  conse(|Ucnce  of  the  increased 
production.  The  object  of  Protection  is 
the  reverse — it  is  to  estHhlish  inecpiality, 
so  that  the  hcmie  producer  always  may 
have  a  ccrtairr  advuiuage  tu  enable  him 
to  compete  with  other?.  Free  Trade  and 
I*rotectiou,  therefore^  are  antiigftnistic ; 
the)'  are  irreconcilable.  These  two  fiscal 
systems  are  in  operation  all  over  the 
world,  fighting  one  ajiother,  and  the 
most  aggressive  foi-m  which  Protection 
I  can  assume  is  the  bonnty  system 
as  assoeiatetj  with  the  production  of 
sugar.  ^V  hat  does  the  bounty  system 
do  ?  In  the  iirst  |>lace,  the  fouiichition  «if 
the  bounty  sy.stcm  is  the  drawing  of  an 
impenetiable  barrier  round  the  country 
in  which  the  bounty  is  given,  so  that  rjo 
sugar  fri>ni  niitside  can  come  in  jind  com- 
pete with  the  home  j)ro<luetion.  The  open 
door  ispermanently  antl  hermetically  sealed 
against  imports.  But  then  the  dcior  is 
ftpened  in  order  that  the  bounty-fed  sugar 
exporter  may  go  forth  and  wnth  the 
re?«uurces  of  a  great  system  of  national 
taxation  behintl  him  make  war  on  irt- 
digenous  industi  ies  and  on  the  enterpriHe 
of  Free  Trade  nations  engaged  inihe  pn*- 
duetinn  of  sugar  It  is  nothing  more  or 
less  than  a  deliberate  act  of  economic 
aggression  against  the  principles  nf  Frt*t* 
Traile  and  tree  industry.  That  fs  m\- 
mitted.  For  twenty  years  pjunt  wi*  in 
this  country,  I  admit,  have  jMlojited 
a  p4j!icy  of  inaction  in  dealing 
with  this  system  of  bounties  on 
sugar.  We  wiTe  mislixl  by  those  whf» 
utiderttiok  to  lead  us.  Almost  every  pre- 
dictinn  that  I  hey  mnde  has  been  falsified. 
I  have  heani  ti>night  tdl  the  old  argu- 
ments—which experience  has  shown  us  to 
be  absolurelv  false -trotted  out  for  otir 
acceptanee  in  the  belief  that  \xv  have 
forgotten  nur  r^xperii  n»  i  4  of  the  last  20 
y  ea  r « .  Th*  ti  r^l  ri  rg  inn  e  n  t  was-*'  Mtv  r 
all.  the  dislurbance  t<*tb''  Lilian  induHtrr 


1239 


Indian  Tariff 


{COMMONS} 


Ad,  1899. 


1240 


is  very  slight,  and  it  is  not  worth  while 
taking  notice  of  it."  That  was  an  argu- 
ment used  20  years  ago  about  sugar 
in  this  country.  The  next  argument 
was — "  After  all,  it  only  affects  refined 
sugar."  That  also  was  an  argument 
used  20  years  ago,  but  the  bounty-fed 
sugar  now  affects  the  price  of  raw  sugar 
as  well  as  of  refined  sugar.  All  the 
arguments  that  were  used  in  the  past  to 
induce  us  to  assent  to  the  bounty  on 
sugar  under  the  idea  that  it  was  merely  a 
phase  of  Protection  and  would  pass  away 
are  revived,  and  it  is  expected  that,  with 
all  our  experience  of  the  past  20  years, 
and  the  knowledge  of  these  falsified 
predictions,  we  should  accept  them  as  true, 
and  on  that  ground  censure  the  Indian 
Government.  The  tactics  that  this 
country  has  followed  in  connection  with 
the  bounty  on  sugar,  whether  they  were 
right  or  wrong,  have  immensely  extended 
and  developed  that  system,  and  it  has 
assumed  enormous  proportions.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Cardiff  said  that  the 
Indian  sugar  industry  would  not  prosper 
except  under  the  stimulus  of  competition. 
Where  has  cane  sugar  prospered  under  the 
stimulus  of  competition  with  bounty-fed 
beet  sugar  ?  It  is  proved,  I  think,  beyond 
dispute  that  cane  sugar  can  be  produced 
as  cheaply  as  beet  sugar.  Experts  assure 
me  that  is  so,  and  the  assertion  has  been 
put  forward  and  not  contradicted. 
Twenty  years  ago  the  sugar  duties  were 
abolished  in  this  country,  and  that  change 
came  into  full  operation  in  1877.  The 
amount  of  sugar  imported  into  this 
country  in  that  year  was  20, 000,000c wt., 
and  of  that  amount  about  6,000,000cwt. 
came  from  bounty-giving  countries  and 
1 4,000, OOOcwt.  came  from  non-bounty- 
giving  countries.  Twenty  years  later, 
owing  to  the  increase  of  population  and 
various  other  causes,  the  amount  of  sugar 
imported  into  Great  Britain  was  consider- 
ably greater,  and  it  attained  the  dimensions 
of  upwards  of  29,000,000cwt.  The  sugar 
from  bounty-giving  countries  had  then 
risen  to  24,000,000  cwt.  and  the  sugar 
from  non-bounty-giving  countries  had 
fallen  to  5,000,000  cwt.  This  is  the 
bounty-fed  sugar  which  is  to  go  to  India 
and  is  to  give  a  stimulus  to  cane  sugar 
and  largely  increase  its  production.  That 
displacement  of  cane  sugar  is  unnatural 
and  artificial.  I  think  all  persons  who 
watch  these  economic  questions  will  admic 
that  the  displacement  of  an  industry  from 
its  natural  locality  and  the  diversion  of 

Lord  G.  Hamilton.  I 


trade  and  commerce  from  its  legitimate 
channels  is  a  great  evil  to  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  world,  because  the  forces 
that  we  are  dealing  with  are  what  are 
known  as  dynamic  forces — they  are  forces 
constantly  on  the  move,  competing  with 
one  another — and  the  displacement  and 
dislocation  of  a  trade  or  industry  often 
acts  and  reacts  all  round  the  whole 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  world,  re- 
ducing production  and  limiting  the 
exchange  of  commodities.  The  result 
is  that  we,  who  are  the  great 
international  traders  of  the  world, 
lose  by  this  unnatural  displacement. 
[Opposition  cries  of  dissent.]  Hon. 
Gentlemen  have  not  followed  my  argu- 
ment. I  am  putting  on  one  side  any 
benefit  bounty- fed  sugar  may  confer.  I 
say  the  displacement  of  trade  and  of  pro- 
duction from  its  legitimate  channels  and 
its  natural  locality  detrimentally  affects 
the  whole  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
world.  Thai  is  a  proposition  which  I 
think  nobody  will  dispute.  The  material 
displacement  of  cane  sugar  by  this  bounty- 
fed  sugar  detrimentally  affects  the  pro- 
duction of  cane  sugar.  No  one  with 
capital  would  put  his  money  into  a  business 
which  was  subjected  to  competition  not  to 
a  fixed  bounty,  but  with  a  bounty  that  at 
any  moment  might  be  doubled.  Germany 
doubled  their  bounty  in  1896,  France 
responded,  Austria  did  the  same ;  and 
our  representatives  at  Brussels  pointed 
out  that  in  all  probability,  unless  some 
satisfactory  solution  of  the  bounty  ques- 
tion could  be  arrived  at,  the  bounties 
would  bs  still  further  raised.  I  venture 
to  say  I  have  shown  that  the  system  of 
bounties  is  as  contrary  to  the  first  prin- 
ciple of  Free  Trade  as  any  system  could 
possibly  be.  That  system  absolutely 
dominates  the  production  and  consump- 
tion of  sugar  in  Europe.  It  turned  its 
attention  to  America,  and  exported 
enormous  quantites  of  beet  sugar  into  the 
United  States  ;  and  the  United  States  re- 
taliated by  countervailing  duties.  We  were 
warned  by  our  representatives  at  Bnissels 
that  the  stoppage  of  the  import  of  German 
sugar  in  America  would  result  in  great 
masses  of  German  sugar  being  sent  to 
India ;  and  that  the  one  great  indigenous 
industry  of  India  would  be  threatened. 
Of  the  300  million  people  who  live  in 
India,  80  per  cent,  depend  for  the  means 
of  subsistence  on  agriculture ;  and  in  the 
North  of  India,  where  the  population  is 
more  densely  packed  than  in  any  other 
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part  of  the  world,  the  sugar  industry  is 
the  princi|.iFil  industry.  Again,  a  large 
proportion  of  the  income  of  the  Indian 
Government  is  derived  from  land  revenue. 
The  direct  amount  paid  bv  cane  sugar  to 
the  revenue  is  about  X1.6OQ,000,  but  the 
indirect  amount  is  much  greater.  The 
only  question  the  House  has  to  consider 
is  this  — Warned  as  we  were  of  the  danger 
to  India,  should  the  Indian  Government, 
ignoring  the  effect  of  twenty  years*  ox- 
pericnce,  have  aggravated  the  very  evil 
which  we  wan  tea  to  arrest,  by  the  tactics 
of  inaction  a<Iopted  here  ?  Or  should  they 
have  rt^course  to  the  simpler  policy  of 
attempting  to  frustrate  the  object  for 
which  the  bounties  arc  given^  and  thus 
lead  to  the  abolition  of  the  liounty 
system  itself  ?  So  gigantic  is  the  prfxluc- 
tion  of  cane  sugar  in  India  thai  it  is  far 
more  than  the  produetioti  of  the  rest  of 
the  world,  excluding  China ;  it  employs 
several  millions  of  people  ;  and  the  annual 
crop  is  estimated  to  Im  worth  little  short 
of  20  millions  sterling*  All  that  is  wanted 
is  the  application  of  capital  and  enterprise 
to  the  sugar  industry  in  India.  What 
person  would  give  one  or  the  other  if  the 
bounty  system  is  allowed  to  enter  the 
field  ?  We  had  to  deal  with  a  danger 
which  unquesiionably  was  imminent,  and 
we  had  to  consifler  very  carefully  what 
course  we  should  mlopt.  A  somewhat 
farciciil  account  has  been  given  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cardiff  ijf  the  relations 
between  myself  and  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  and  of  the  com- 
munications which  he  assumed  passed 
between  the  Colonial  OWice  and  the  India 
Office,  At  the  beginning  of  last  year 
Lord  Elgin  was  asked  to  nominate  a  dele- 
gate to  represent  India  at  the  Sugar  Con- 
ference at  Brussels.  This  was  the  first 
occasion  upon  which  India  had  a  special 
delegate  of  her  own.  In  the  despatch  in 
which  the  Indian  Government  sanctioned 
the  appointment  of  the  delegate  they  for- 
warded certain  proposals  made  by  some 
gentlemen  in  Bengal  amounting  to  the 
proposal  of  countervaihng  duties  ;  but 
the  Indian  Oovemment  said  they  were 
not  prepared  to  sanction  that  proposal. 
The  Conference  met  and  separated  with- 
out arriving  at  any  settlement.  Mr. 
Ozanne,  the  delegate  specially  selected 
by  Lord  Klgin  to  represent  India  at  the 
Conference,  was  asked  if  he  would  write 
a  report  by  the  Revenue  Secretary  of  the 
India  OflBce,  acting  on  roy  behalf.  He 
,  replied  : — 


"  I  shall,  of  coarse,  l*c  gla<l  to  write  a  report 
if  you  tliiuk  it  i«  vx]:»et*lt'«l  *4  me.  ur  thut  it 
would  *Io  any  ^'oo'L  Hut,  after  all,  the  only 
|>oint  I  €oul<l  preHK  on  the  In<]ian  (loveminent 
IS  the  diinjL;'er  which  lintia  ruii!^  through  an 
irionenHt!  inercaHe  in  tht^  vohiiue  of  hiiports  of 
I>eetroot  t*n#jar»  !f  tim  goes  on,  and  it  miiBt 
^'o  oil  if  hidifi  *ioe54  notliinj^,  it  neemK  to  me 
clear  tlmt  the  Hii^^ar  cnltivation  of  Indiii  and 
the  ^hol^iti1ls  will  tw  niOHt  seriouHly  and  uti- 
juwtly  hanilicri|>|ied.  If  siipir-cane  profits 
are  reducer!  the  whole  agriculture  of  tndia 
must  l>e  up^et/' 

Recollect  that  agriculture  is  not  one  of 
many  industries  in  India.  It  affects  the 
whole  industrial  system  of  the  country, 
and  therefore,  if  any  blow  were  struck  at 
what  is  really  the  only  staple  occupation 
in  India,  we  would  be  face  to  face  with  a 
tremendous  economic  difficulty,  the  satis- 
factory solution  of  which  would  be  almost 
impossible.  As  soon  as  the  Brussels 
C-onference  broke  up  without  having  come 
to  any  conclusion  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Government  of  India  enclosing  the  corre- 
spondence in  reference  to  the  Conference, 
and  intimating  in  the  clearest  way  that  I 
was  not  satisfied  with  their  declaration  of 
opinion  against  the  imposition  of  counter* 
vailing  duties,  asking  them  to  more  fully 
consider  the  matter  and  in  the  meantime 
to  collect  further  infonnation.  Simul- 
tiineoiisly  with  the  receipt  of  my  letter  in 
India  the  Indian  public  received  the 
report  that  the  Brussels  Conference  had 
broken  up  without  having  come  to  any 
decision,  and  simultaneously  all  over 
India  an  agitation  sprang  up  requesting 
the  Government  to  impose  countervailing 
duties.  The  Chambers  of  Commerce 
petitioned  the  Government  in  favour  of 
this  policy,  and  the  Indian  as  well  as  the 
European  Press  of  the  country  assisted  in 
the  agitation.  I^ord  Curzon,  as  you  know, 
was  appointed  Viceroy  towards  the  close 
of  last  session.  In  the  autumn  he  spent 
a  considerable  part  of  his  time  in  the 
India  Office  consulting  with  various 
Members  of  the  Indian  Council  and  my- 
self. We  discussed  the  course  to  be 
pursued  in  regard  to  the  sugar  bounties. 
The  House  is  perhaps  not  aware,  though 
the  mover  of  this  i\'otion  is,  that  the 
Council  of  India  have  exceptional  au- 
thority in  matters  relating  to  finance 
and  expenditure,  I  placed  myself  in 
communication  with  the  Revenue  Com- 
mittee of  that  Cuuncil,  and  was  glad  to 
find  that  their  views  agreed  with 
mine  that  we  should  not  close  the 
door  against  e«»untervailing  duties  if 
no    other    remedy  could    be    found  to 
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arrest  the  adverse  influence  of  bounty- 1  agreed  that,  if  it  became  neoea- 
fed  sugar  on  agriculture  in  India.  Lord  \  sary  to  legislate,  legislation  should  be 
Curzon   came    to   the    same   view,   but,  |  proceeded  with  at  once.       Three  weeks 


knowing  that  further  information  was 
being  collected,  he  declined  to  express  any 
opii.ion  on  the  subject  until  he  had  the 
opportunity  of  investigating  that  further 
information,  and  als:)  of  personally  com- 
municating with  the  members  of  the 
Grovernment   of   India   who   had 


who   had    signed 
the  despatch  objecting  to  countervailing  i  before   the   close   of  their  session, 
duties,    in    order    to   ascertain    whether  |  replied   that   he  and   his   Council 


after  Lord  Curzon  received  my  despatch 
I  telegraphed  to  him  asking  if  he  would 
be  able  to  legislate  this  session,  because 
the  Legislative  Council  at  Calcutta  broke 
up  towards  the  end  of  March,  and  it  was 
desirable,  if  he  thought  legislation  neces- 
sary,   that    the    Bill    should    be    passed 

He 
were 


that  opposition  was  based  upon  con- 
vict'on  and  a  thorough  knowledge  and 
investigation  of  the  subject  in  India. 
In  the  meantime  we  got  information  from 
the  Foreign  Office,  from  which  it  seemed 
perfectly  clear  the  Conference  would  not  | 
meet  again,  and  that  therefore  there  was  , 
nolikelihoofl  of  action  being  taken  for  the 
purpose  of  suppressing  or  stopping  the 
bounty  system  in   Kurope.     We  had,  at  \ 


ready  to  proceed,  the  Bill  was 
introduced,  and  passed  rapidh'  through 
the  Legislative  Council,  and  it  has 
received  a  greater  amount  of  support  in 
India  than  any  legislation  or  any  act  the 
Government  has  done  for  many  years 
past.  It  is  quite  true  that  there  was  only 
an  interval  of  three  days  between  the 
receipt  of  the  announcement  of 
Lord     Curzon's     intention    to     legislate 


the   same   time,    information  that   there  i  and  the  reply  of  Her  Majesty's  Govem- 
were  immense  cargoes  of  German  sugar  at  |  ment.      But   the   Council   of   India    had 

"it  likely 


Hamburg,  and  that  the  probability  was 
that  this  great  stock  of  sugar  would  be 
sent  out  to  the  Indian  market.  There- 
fore on  12th  Deci  ml  KM- I  sent  a  note  to 
the  Reveinie  Committee  of  the  Council 
of  India  to  the  efTcct  that,  having 
considered  the  i[uesiion  from  the  Indian 
point  of  view,  1  saw  no  objection  to 
imposing  countervailing  duties,  and 
that  I  should  be  irlad  to  hear  their 
opinion.  They  rc;)lie(l  that  they  had 
considered  the  matter,  and  that  they  en- 
tirely endorsed  my  view  that  the  time  had 
arrived  for  such  duties.  Accordingly  a 
despatch  was  ordered  to  be  prepared. 
Before  it  was  sent  to  India  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Colonial  Secretary  forwarded 
me  two  letters  from  Marritius,  referring 
to  the  same  subject,  and  as  I  thought  it 
it  was  most  desirabl 
Government     should 


Colonial  Office  was  of  the  same  mind,  I 
had  the  letter  addiessed  to  India  altered 
and  enlarged,  so  as  to  include  the  two 
letters  from  Mauiitius.  That,  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end,  was  all  the  pressure 
that  the  Colonial  Secretary  exercised  on 
me  in  the  matter;  and  therefore  when 
the  hon.  Member  f(;r  CardilVgave  his  far- 
cical descripticm  of  the  aH'air  I  said  there 
was  not  a  word  of  truth  in  it.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  (lolay  which  was  caused 
by  this  despatch  having  been  kept  back 
Lord  Curzon  was  not  likely  to 
have  been  abb?  to  proceed  till  the 
beginning     of     March.      Kveryone     was 

Lord  G.  HnmiUon, 


been  consulted  by  me,  and  is 
that  we  should  have  an-ived  at  what  I 
admit  to  have  been  a  momentous 
decision  had  we  not  carefully  considered 
in  advance  the  whole  question  ?  The 
reason  why  we  w(Te  able  to  take  such 
prompt  action  was  that  the  subject  had 
been  for  months  previous  before  the 
Government.  This,  fnmi  beginning  to 
end,  is  the  simple  history  of  the  proce<iure 
in  connection  with  this  Bill,  and  I  venture 
to  say  that  throughout  we  have  been 
actuated  by  one  motive  only  -  how  best 
to  serve  the  interests  of  India.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  undertook  some  little 
time  ago  the  charge  of  a  Committee  which 
was  formed  to  consider  matters  connected 
with  the  finances  of  India.  It  required 
some  courage  on  the  part  of  the  right 
that  the  tiidian  '  hon.  Gentleman  to  undertake  so  laborious 
know      that     the  I  a   part,  with  the  certain  knowledge  that 


whatever  way  the  Committee  reports  ho 
is  sure  to  be  abused.  Now,  my  strong 
impression  is  that  that  Committee  will 
establish  a  stable  rate  of  exchange  between 
England  and  India  which  will  enable 
India  to  take  full  advantage  of 
her  own  resources  and  the  great 
financial  resources  of  England.  There  is 
an  enormous  amount  of  English  Cjipital 
which  can  be  properly,  and  legitimately, 
invested  in  India,  and  therefore,  if  the 
right  hon.  (rentleman  were  to  succeed  in 
carrying  his  motion  to-night,  and 
bounty-fed  sugar  thus  allowed  to  exercise 
its  detriments  effects  in  India,  he  would 


I 


t 


I 
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counteract  one  of  the  mugt  important 
results  of  the  Uepf»rL  which  1  hope  he  will 
shortly  pnxiuco.  The  re  is  a  vitst  and 
ever-growing  jxipuJation  in  Iritlia»  It  is 
calciXited  that  something  like  70,000.000 
peoplf^  have  been  addi^l  to  the  popu- 
lation during  the  Jast  20  yt-ars,  and 
the  only  hope  in  any  way  to  satisfactorily 
deal  with  this  ent^rmous  poptdation  is  to 
do  ever^^lhing  possible  to  induce  English 
Oapitalisia  to  invest  their  money  in  Irulia, 
and  thus  extend  and  nndtiply  induHtriea. 
Unless  we  can  do  so  the  economic  pro- 
blem is  incapable  of  solution.  What  is 
the  objection  to  the  legislation  which  we 
propose  ?  If  the  bounty  system  as  applied 
to  sugar  be  sound  in  itself,  and  if, 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
the     hon.     Member     for    Cardiff    seem  I 


i  not    act    towards    Inilia    as  you   would 
I  towards  yourselves  ?     But  then  I  am  told 
'  that  countervailing  duties  are  a  violation 
of  the  principle  of  Free  Trade,   f  think  the 
two  i)reccding  speakers  have  argued  that 
they   are   contrary  to  our  fiscal  system, 
which     during     the     past     fifty     years 
ha3     brought    such    extraordinary  pros- 
perity       to        these       islantls.        They 
seem  to  forget  that  countervailing  dutiea 
have   for  50  years   past   been    part   and 
parcel  of  our  fiscal  system,  and  that  they 
have  l>een  applied  to  that  particular  com- 
raodity  from  which  we  derive  the  largest 
amount  of   income — namely,  spirits   and 
been     All  foreign  spirits  which  are  im- 
portefi  into  this  country  pay  a  duty  of 
5d.  per  gallon  more  than  the   home  pro- 
duct, and  there  is  also  a  difterential  duty 
to  whh,  the  Housj  expresses  its  approval  I  upon  beer.     What  is  the  origin  of  these 


of  bounties  as  applied  to  sugar,  they  will 
efTectually  prevent  anylndy  from  taking 
measures  to  suppre.-^s  the  systent  The 
staple  support  of  agriculture  in  India  is 
the  sugar  industry  ;  it  stands  in  much 
the  same  position  as  the  steel  and  iron 


duties  ?  Who  are  the  black  protectionists 
lesporisible  for  them  '\  They  bear  the 
names  of  CohMlen,  Sir  Louis  Mallet,  and 
(Jladstone.  When  Cobden  Tiegotiated  the 
Treaty  with  the  French  in  IHOO,  one  of 
the   inducements   which  was  offered  the 


industry  does  in  this  country.     Suppose  I  French  (Tovernment  w  reduce  the  dutiea 


k 


for  a  moment  that  foreign  Goverrmients 
were  to  apply  the  bounty  system  to  the 
manufacture  of  steel  and  iron,  and^  with 
the  long  hours  which  they  work  and  the 
lower  wages,  foreign  manufacturers  were 
to  make  a  detennincd  attempt  upon  the 
mainspring  of  our  industrial  supremacy 
in  Europe,  and  if  they  were  to  devote  the 
sums  of  money  they  devote  at  present  to 
sugar  bounties,  it  is  perfectly  certain 
that  they  could  make  a  gi'cat  inroad  on 
our  steel  and  iron  industry.  In  that  case 
woulfi  the  right  hon.  (tentlem.'Mi  like  to 
go  down  and  address  his  ccmstituents  at 
XVoIvcrh^uupton,  one  i>f  the  headquarters 
of  the  industry,an<l  use  the  language  he  hfis 
used  in  connection  with  brninty  fetl  sugar  1 
What  popular  constituency  woidd  tole- 
rate the  idea  that  they  were  to  be  de- 
prived of  their  employment,  not  by  fair 
competition,  but  by  Government  sub> 
sidles,  and  to  be  t<ild  that,  after  all,  itwiis 
the  consumer  who  had  to  be  eonsulte<b 
and  that  there  was  no  remedy  whatso- 
ever! If  any  such  condition  of  things 
Srevailed,  I  believe  th)it  the  whole  pro- 
ucing  populatirin  of  tlu^  country  would 
combine,  and  insist  upon  the  Govern  men  t 
sw^eeping  away  the  bounties.  If,  then, 
you  would  be  forced  t<i  take  some 
strong  measures  to  arrest  the  pernicious 
development  of  the  boimty  system  when 
applied  t^  a  staple  inchistryat  home,  why 


upon  English  goods  exported  to  France 
was  the  expectation  that  French  spirita 
should  be  allowed  to  come  into  this 
country  on  exactly  the  same  fluty  as  w*as 
paid  by  home-made  spirits  to  the  Excise, 
In  the  discussion  which  took  place  upon 
the  Treaty  it  transpired  that  the  Fxcise 
system  in  this  country  was  much  more 
rigorous  than  the  French  system,  and 
accor'rlingly  the  French  Government,  to 
com|>ensate  the  British  distiller,  agreed 
to  an  additiomil  duty  of  2d.  being  im- 
posed upon  all  spirits  imported  from 
France,  The  matter  affected  a  large  and 
important  industry,  and  when  the  terms 
of  the  Treaty  beeanie  known  the  British 
distillers  got  up  an  agitalion  and  sent  a 
deputation  to  Mr.  Ghulstone  to  point  out 
that  an  extra  duty  *>f  2d.  was  not  sutfi- 
cient,  and  to  demand  that  it  shoidd  lie 
raised  to  5d,  After  some  negotiations 
the  extra  duty  of  5d.  was  agreed  to. 
The  section  of  the  Treaty  in  which  the 
surtax  of  2d,  is  struck  out  and  fresh 
terms  negotiateil  is  in  the  following 
terms  : 

*'  W\j\v*i  th©  ratiUciitien  of  the  ^aiil  Treaty 
llietlo^  eminent  of  Her  liritannic  Majesty  have 
ascertained  that  the  surtax  of  2tl.  a  gallon  i» 
not  HUtlicient  to  countervail  the  eh  arises  with 
which,  in  ciontsequeuce  of  tJie  optration  of  the 
lawH  of  Customs  and  Excise,  hotne-inade 
liritiHM  spirits  ha^'e  now  to  contend  ;  antl  that 
a  surtax  limited   to  the  rate  of  lid,  a  ^^Uon 
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I  do  not  know   what  authority  he  will 
a  aitfereiiLUl  duty  m  favour  of  |  accept  as  an  adequate  one   upon  that  rat 

nditss  and    spirits.     Consequently     -^'i^  u i-.-  ;,*-♦ 

ment  of  Her  Britannic  Maje.t/.  '  J^ct,  but  mniiy  v ears  ago    he  made  a  jtwt 


would  »tUl  leave  home'inade  British  Rpirits 
flulijert   to  a  ditfereutial   duty   in  favour  of 
foreign    bninditss  and    spirits. 
the  Tioveniment  of  Her  Britannic   Maje: 
having  re presenteii  these  circumstances  to  the 
Government  uf  Hi»  Majesty  the  Eiujferor  cif 
the  Frt-'iich,  and   His  Iniinirial  Majenty  having 
ooiiHented  that  the  aiiiuunt  uf  the  t^aid  Hurtax 
ahall   he  incn^?i,s«d,  the  two  high  contracting 
parties  to  the  »aid  treaty  of  commerce  do,  by 
the  pre.Hent  ailditioD*d  article^  agree  that  the 
^inonnt  of  such  «)urtax  »hall  he  3d.  a  gallon  ; 
and  Her  Britannic  Majesty  en^'ages  to  rec<mi-  j 
mend  to  Parliament   the  aiiniismon  into  the  | 
United  Kingdom  of  brandie-^  and  apirits  im- 
ported from  France  at  a  duty  exactly  etjual  to 
the  Excise  duty    levied   upon     homenindo  ' 
spiritH,  with  the  addition  of  a  surtax  of  6d.  a 
gallon." 

Therefore  you  will  see  our  di8tilli?rs  had 
the  advantage  of  a  coniitL*rvailin^^  duty. 
1  rnlmit  there  ia  a  little  dilforence 
between  the  two  cases,  but  what  hon. 
CTentleraen  have  to  show  is  that 
there  is  such  a  \'ital  difference  be- 
between  11  duty  which  is  imposed  to 
countervail  the  ativantage  to  the  foreigner 
ffivon  by  utu'  Excise  system,  and  a  duty 
unposrrl  to  countervail  the  ad%'antage 
to  the  foreigner  gi\  en  hira  by  his  own 
fiscal  system,  as  to  justify  them  in  still 
calling  Gluflstone  and  GolHiuti  Free 
Traders   and    Lotrl  Curzon   and   myself 

Protectionists.  In  an  elof^uent  pissage 
at  the  conclusion  of  his  speech  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  alluded  to  the 
enormous  benehts  which  Free  Trade  has 
conferred  upon  this  country,  and  he  re- 
ferred to  the  open  port  or  the  open  door. 

I  quite  agree  that  the  object  of  the  open 

port  or  open  door   is  to  encourage  com- 

wtition  and  j>nxluction  all  over  the  worhl 

oy  leltiiig  traders  know   that  w^heu  once 

they  arc  inside  that  door  they  will  meet 

other   priKjiujers   on   terms   of  e*|uality. 

What  is   the    object   of   a    bounty  ?    It 

18     that     a     foix*ign©r 

to    the     whole     world 

the    door  is    wide  open, 

inside,    aa    regards    a 

modity    to   which    the 

you     shiJl     not     meet 

equality. 

the  dcK>r 


reputatior;  as  the  able  and  active  ediicflr 
of  the  Bmnbaij  G(}'^*'tie,  1  do  not  knov 
whether  he  will  now  accept  that  p^par 
as  an  accurate  representation  of  Inaun 
opinion  t 


Mr 
I   have 
now. 


J.  M,  MACLEAN:  Oh,  dear,  no: 
whatever  to  do  irith  it 


nothing 


Therefore  to  advocate 
>pen  and  at  the 


may     proclaim 
that,     although 
when    \'ou  get 
particular    corn- 
bounty   applies, 
on     terms     of 
keeping 
same  time  to 


advocate  a  system  of  iHjuntieH  is  to  set  two 
contr-ary  infiuonces  at  work  which 
counteract  one  another.  Since  this 
aiihject  has  1»een  tmder  diBCussion  I 
have  been  the  recipient  of  a  very 
large  amount  of  literature.  My  hon. 
friend  the   MemVier   for  Cardiff  is  quite 


confident     that     I 
representi^d     puldic 

Lord  Q,  HamilioiK 


have     totally 
opitiion     in 


nus- 
India. 


♦Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  Now, let  mm 
what  the  Bomlmj  Gazftie  says.     Oo  Uw 
27th  of  April  it  says  that  Mr,  J.  Macleaa, 
M.R,    ought   certainly    to   seek    rednM 
by   an    action  at    law    against    whoerv 
is  contending    that    opinion   in    Bomlmr 
is    absolutely    opposed     to    ooiintervaiJ' 
ing   duties  ;    that   never  w^as  a    shrewd 
public   man    more  grievously^  mistaken; 
that     the    European     and    native     com- 
munity     of     Bombay    was    in     line    «in 
this  point  with   the   rest   of  India,   and 
that   the  unanimity   left   nothing    to  be 
desired.     When  I  turn  to  English  public 
opinion  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  single 
large  representati>  e  body  in  this  countiT 
which  has  discussed  this  question,  with 
the  single  exception  of   the  Manchester 
Chamlwr   of  Commerce,   which    has   not 
supported  the  Government  in  the  action 
they    have    taken.      The    Chambers    of 
Commerce   of   London,  Liverpool,  £din« 
burgh,   and    Glasgow,    representing    thi 
great  commercial  interests,  have  stronglf 
supported  us.     Manchester  is  against  UA. 
I  say  frankly  that   I   think   Manchester 
and  the  Manchester  Chamber  of  Commeroa 
ought    to    be    ashamed    of    themselves. 
Three  years  ago  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
;  merce  bomliarded  me  night  and  day  in 
I  order   that    I    might    give   to   them   aft 
against  the  Indian  cotton  spinners  equality 
of   treatment.     1    was   not   so   much  Wr\ 
fluenced  by  this  clamour  m  I  was  by  mf 
conviction  that  the  request  w^asajust  one. 
I  looked  with  gieat  alarm  on  the  spirit  of 
an tago n i s n i  w h i c h  was  gro wi n g  u p  l)6t woen 
two  great  industrial  communities  engaged 
in  profhieing  thi'  same  eommtxlities — one 
in    Hi^mlxiy  and   one   in    Manchester,     I 
was    ilesirous   in    the    interest*    of    the 
Empire  of  cstabliflhing  conditions  under 
which  they  coidd  compete  on  equal  terms 
for  tlie  benefit  of  the  conaumt*r.     \V«dl,  I 
succeeded  in  establishing   thiit  equality* 
atid  met  with  much  oblocjuy  in  doing  so; 
ancl    now   the    Manchester  ChamWr   of 
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Commerce,  having  got  that  which  three 
years  ago  thay  ilumjindod  as  an  inherent 
right,  ask  me  to  refuse  to  the  sugar  pro- 
ducers of  India  the  very  benefit  that  they 
asked  for  themselves.  From  whatever 
point  of  \iew  you  look  at  this 
question,  whether  you  look  at  it 
from  the  ecoouaiic,  or  the  Imperial, 
or  the  Indian  point  of  view,  prudence,  ex- 
pedient'v,  and  justice  all  combine  to 
support  the  proposals  we  have  made. 
There  are  also  considerations  which 
may  lie  suggested  in  coinieetion  with 
Indian  public  opinion  which  I  think 
are  well  worthy  of  the  attention  of  this 
House,  We  are  proud  of  our  rule  in 
India  and  of  the  N])lendid  work  done  by 
our  countrymen.     But  wc  must  recollect 


interests  of  India  and  of  our  Empire.  AVe 
are  compelled — every  Secretary  of  State 
is  at  times  oumj>el[ed— ^to  have  something 
done  in  India  which  local  opinion  would 
not  have  done  or  to  stop  something  which 
local  opinion  wotdd  have  done,  but  the 
occasions  on  which  this  supreme  power 
should  be  exerciscil  are  rare,  and  are  only 
justified  by  most  exceptional  circum- 
stances. I  had  practically  to  overrule 
Indian  public  opinion  in  order  to  secure 
equality  of  treatment  between  Bombay 
and  Manchester.  After  all,  that  proposal 
only  affected  a  limited  number  of  persons, 
but  you  are  now  dealing  with  a  question 
which  comes  home  to  the  daily  life  of  an 
e  norm  oi is  po pu  1  a 1 1  o  n .  The  s uga  r  i  n  d  u s  try 
practically  covers  the  whole  of  the  North 


that  the  extraordinary  disproportion  be-    uf  India.     I  have  had  many  coramunica* 

tiona  with  the  Viceroy  on  the  subject. 
The  last  I  received  was  a  telegram,  dated 
May   37,  *w  follows  : 

" SiiperiTiteniUn;^  Kuijjineer  North-Wentem 
Provinca**  reports  that  since  cjtir  ISill  the  area 
tiiHlor  fliugar  vro])  irii  rlHin";  coitNiilenihly  ;  that 
every  petty  fanner  and  lalKiTirer  in  tlie  pro- 
vinces was  aware  of  siigiir  tux  within  few  daya 
of  piwain^  of  irtH  ;  tUrtt  next  to  fniiiine  relief 
works  it  is  the  one  meitHare  of  Government  for 
yeiirs  juu-^t  ubioh  lias  i>een  unilerstuoil  and 
appreciated  ly  the  jjeople,  ami  that  it  was 
received  everywhere  with  content." 


tween  the  governing  classes  and  the 
governed  constitutes  a  risk  and  danger 
which  ever  surrounds  our  authority  in 
India.  Thun^'h  the  risk  and  danger  may 
from  time  to  time  assume,  as  conditions 
change,  a  different  form»  it  is  always  there. 
We  have  j»assed  recently  through  a  very 
troublesome  cp*x*h,  and  it  is  during  these 
times  that  the  anthoritles  can  best  gauge 
and  anticijiate  the  nature  of  the  dangers 
ahead.  The  weapons  which  now  assail 
our  Empire  in  India  are  not  those 
of  material  force  and  violence;  subtler 
and  more  insidious  influences  are  at  work 


The  House  is  asked  to  cancel  that  legia- 
lation— and   by  cancelling  it  to  destroy 


I   am  afraid  that,   whatever  we  do,  our  \  all  the  hopes  and  expectations  that  have 


fovernnu^nt  never  will  be  popular  in  India- 
am  speaking  my  own  conviction,  and  I 
have  spent  ii  great  part  of  my  official  life  in 
the  India  Office,  and  I  state  my  deliberate 
opinion    that,    do    what    you   like,   our 


I 

I 


lUt  its  strength  consists  in  the  confidence 
the  people  repose  in  our  integrity  and  our 
ability  to  maintain  peace,  and  on  the 
foun<latiun  of  that  peace  to  promote  their 
moral  and  matenal  prospenty.  But  to 
attack  our  honesty  and  impugn  our 
motives  is  now  the  object  of  a  certain 
agitation  in  India.  I  speak  what  I  know. 
The  House  may  not  agree  with  mc,  but  I 
am  speaking  with  the  full  sense  of  re- 
sponsibility, I  say  that  to  impugn  our 
motives  is  the  object  of  a  certain  class  of 
agitators  in  India*  Our  policy  is  im- 
pugned»  and  every  efff>rt  is  matle  to  try 
and  associate  the  action  and  the  policy 
of  the  Gos^ernment  with  a  dls- 
regHRl  of  Indian  public  opinion  and 
a  selfish  regard  for  our  own  interests. 
Sir,  I  i[uito  admit  that  at  times  it  is 
necessary  to  overrule  local  opinion  in  the 


been  founded  upon  it.  What  for  1  Why, 
to  give  expression  Uj  certain  economic 
theories  as  to  the  exact  definition  of 
which  no  two  persons  agree^  and  in  order 
not  to  do  violence  to  certain   principles 


;overnment  never  can  be  popular  in  India,    which  we  are  supposed  to  have  violated  by 

a  measure  the  priticiple  of  which  I  have 
shown  to  be  part  and  parcel  of  the  fiscal 
system  of  this  country  for  fifty  years  past. 
The  House  is  asked  to  take  this  step  in  the 
t«eth  of  the  advice  and  opinion  of  every 
authority  which  constittites  the  govern- 
ing power  in  India.  The  Exectitive 
Council  of  the  Governor-General  is  unani- 
mous in  its  support,  the  Legislative 
Council  is  unanimous,  and  it  is  sup- 
ported by  a  consensus  of  Indian  public 
opinion  such  as  I  have  never  known  in 
my  experience,  and  older  men  tell  m© 
they  have  never  known  in  theirs  such 
unanimity.  The  House  would  be  under- 
taking the  very  gravest  responsibility  if 
they  venture  on  such  fiimrsy  grounds  aa 
regard   for  our    own    interests,    have   i>een   acivancetl    to   interfere  in  &o 

vital   a   matt^T.      Therefore  I   commend 
this  legislation  to  the  House.    I  commend 
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it  because  the  Indian  Government  by  the  1 1  must  charge  him  with  being  a 
action  they  have  taken  have  not  only  [  little  uncandid  in  his  main  argu- 
stnick  a  legitimate  blow  in  defence  of  i  ment.  He  stated  that  there  was  no 
their  own  interests,  but  because  their  |  new  principle  introduced  in  this  l^i«- 
action  will,  I  think,  stimulate  other  I  lation.  He  endeavoured  to  justify  thii 
Governments  to  take  counsel  together  in  |  by  references  to  Mr.  Grladstone's 
order  that  they  may  put  an  end  to  one  of  j  Treaty  with  France  in  ^  1860.  I  wiD 
the  most  vicious  forms  of  subsidised  pro- '  not  follow  all  the  niggling  argumenti 
duction  against  which  free  enterprise  i  which  were  adduced  on  that  point.  I 
and  legitimate  trade  and  industry  have  I  venture  to  say  they  did  not  cany  con- 
ever  had  to  contend.  \  viction  to  a  single  mind.      The  Gfoveni- 

ment  ought  to  be    more   candid.      The 

*Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  After  |  Government  ought  to  take  the  responn- 
the  speech  which  we  have  had  from  the  '  bility  of  its  action,  and  admit  that  it  ii 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  I  introducing  a  grave  and  novel  departan 
Wolverhampton  and  the  speech  of  the  \  in  the  legislation,  at  any  rate,  of  India,  and 
seconder  of  the  Motion,  I  think  it  is  de- '  probably  of  this  country  also.  The  rigb 
sirable  that  some  of  us  from  the  seclusion  \  hon.  Gentleman  endeavoured  to  justify 
of  the  back  benches  should  say  in  a  few  1  the  action  of  the  Government  by  reference 
words — the  fewer  the  better— what  they  \  to  the  5  per  cent,  import  duty  which  wai 
think  about  the  great  principle  which  is  imposed  some  years  ago  in  India.  He 
now  being  introduced  in  the  proposed  stated  that  that  was  really  a  protectiye 
legislation  which  the  Government  have  ;  duty.  When  the  right  hon.  Gencleman 
carried  in  India.  I  would  like  to  proceed  \  reflects  on  his  words,  I  believe  he  wiD 
at  once  to  that,  but  after  the  remarkable  \  see  that  that  is  an  unfair  description, 
speech  to  which  we  have  listened  it  is  im- 1  It  can  only  be  protective  where  it  applies 
possible  for  me  to  do  so  without  saying  '  to  the  importation  of  articles  which  are 
one  or  two  words  on  what  has  fallen  from  ,  produced  in  India.  But  this  duty  applies 
the  Indian  Secretary.  The  right  hon.  '  to  all  imports.  It  is  a  fiscal  duty,  and  not 
Gentleman  has  made  the  most  grievous  a  protective  duty.  All  that  Free  Trade  de- 
confession  of  failure  that  I  have  ever  mands  is  that  duties  should  be  imposed  for 
heard  fall  from  the  lips  of  a  Minister  in  \  revenue  purposes  and  not  for  the  purpose  of 
this  House.  He  has  said  that  he,  the  protecting  trade.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Indian  Secretary,  does  not  believe  that  it  Cardiff  complained,  and  I  think  very 
will  ever  be  possil)le  to  popularise  the  rule  justly,  that  all  this  action  of  the  Govern- 
of  England  in  India.  ment  was    stimulated    by    the   Colonial 

:  Office.      That  appeared   to    irritate   the 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  I  said  that,  Secretary  of  State  for  India  very  much, 
do  what  we  like,  our  Government  never  ,  But  anyone  who  roads  the  Blue  Book  must 
will  1)0  popular  in  India.  i  admit   that    the    statement   is   perfectly 

justified.     I  would  recall  the  right   hon. 

*Mk.  lough  :  That  is  the  same  thing.  \  Gentleman's  attention  to  what  he  said  on 
He  confessed  that  he  believes  it  would  !  that  point.  He  stated  that  he  was 
never  be  possible  to  make  it  popular,  f  impressed  by  the  proceedings  of  the 
go  the  length  of  saying,  with  all  (leferi*nce,  Brussels  Conference,  and  that  imrae- 
that  when  the  Minister  for  India  makes  \  diately  he  saw  the  result  of  that  Con- 
such  a  confession  about  his  ideas  of  the  ference  he  entore<l  into  negotiations 
work  of  the  India  Office,  the  time  has  |  with  India.  When  did  the  Conference 
almost  come  when  he  should  relinquish  >  take  place  ]  In  June,  1898,  and  these 
the  high  trust  which  he  holds  in  regard  i  dilatory  proceedings  were  stretched  out 
to  that  couutry.  Is  not  our  rule  every-  '  and  nothing  occurred  till  .January.  Yet 
where  based  on  popuhir  supjiort  ?  \  the  right  non.  Gentleman  wants  us  to 
And  if  the  Government  have  come  '  believe  that  the  stimulus  for  the  action  of 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  can  never  be  '  the  Government  arose  in  Brussels  in 
based  on  popular  suj)port  in  India,  surely  I  June.  I  will  ask  permission  to  refer  to 
we  have  arrived  at  a  grave  crisis  which  i  one  or  two  of  these  desptaches.  He 
this  House  ought  to  consider.  But  this  '  stated  that  he  was  writing  on  January 
is  not  the  only  point  in  the  right  hon.  I  6th  about  this  Bnisscls  Coniference,  when 
Gentleman's  speech  which  should  be  i  he  chanced  to  get  a  conununication 
examined.     I     am    sorry    to    say    that  j  from  the  Colonial  Office   which   he   em- 

Lord  G.  Hamilkm, 


{15  June  1899} 


1253  hulian  Tanff 

bodied    in    the    letter    he  wvis    serKling, 
Then  he  used  this  strong  statement : 

*'Tliis  in  i\m  Hi^tamlall  the  corjinmnication.s 
f rt>  u  the  <'uIoniJil  <H1ire  ujioii  thiw  point." 

I  will  ask   the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
refer  to  page  30 

Lord     G.    HAMILTON:    That   pre- 
ceded it. 


I 


*x\lll.  LOUGH  :  I  am  not  referring  to 

ono  which  preceded  it  The  right  hon. 
Gentle  man  said  that  by  chance  he  re- 
ceived a  commnnica.tion  from  the  Colonial 
Office  on  the  Cth  Janiuiry,  and  included 
it  in  the  letter.  I  want  hira  to  refer  to 
page  30  of  the  Bine  Book,  where  it 
appears  he  sent  a  long  telegram 
on  the  24th  January,  in  which  these 
%vorda  occur:  "Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  **  is  "  forwanJing  a  petition  in 
favour  of  countervailing  duties/'  He  is 
of  opinion  that  Mauritius  **  is  likely  to 
be  ruined,  and  reriuests  that  the  memorial 
may  be  favourably  considered,"  This 
was  the  second  coraraunication  from  the 
Colonial  Office  — one  on  the  6th 
Jainiary — — 

Lord  U.  tUMlLTON :  It  is  the 
same. 

*Mu,  LOUGH  :  I  beg  your  pardon. 
Of  course  it  is  the  same,  the  Colonial 
Secretary  always  says  the  same  thing 
until  it  is  carried  out.  That  is  the 
feature  of  hira.  That  is  where  he  differs 
from  everybody  else  in  the  Ministry. 
My  point  is  that  what  the  Colonial 
Secretary  said  on  the  6th  January  was, 
"Carry  out  these  duties."  What  the 
Indian  Secretary  said  was,  **We  never 
received  any  compulsion— no  hints»  no 
inducements— from  the  Colonial  Office 
except  on  the  6th  Januar)'."  I  produce 
this  telegram  on  the  2'l:th  JanuaiT,  which 
shows  that  as  late  as  that  date  the 
Colonial  Secretary  says,  **  What  about 
my  countervailing  duties  !  Have  you 
got  them  on  yet  ?  " 

♦Lord  G.    HAMILTON:   The    hont 

Gentleman  must  really  read  the  Blue 
Book  intelligently.  That  telegram  is  a 
summary  of  the  despatch  sent  by  me. 

*Mr.  lough  :  Quite  so  ;  that  is  my 
point.  If  it  was  a  mere  hint  from  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  a  chance  communica- 
tion put  in  with  another   letter,  there 


would  be  no  more  about  it,  the  Indian 
Secretary  would  leave  his  chance  com- 
munication to  arrive.  He  states  that  the 
tolegrara  is  a  repetition  of  the  whole 
despatch.  Nut^iing  of  the  kind.  The 
telegram  is  bristling  with  the  Colonial 
Office,  On  the  24ih  January  the  Colonial 
Secretary  returned  to  the  charge,  and 
said,  **  How  at>out  these  duties ;  have 
you  tried  to  put  them  throufljh  I  "  That 
is  not  all.  On  the  24th  February  we 
have  another  telegram,  (These  tele- 
grama  are  worth  the  attention  of  the 
Llouse  ;  they  are  really  most  interesting,) 
It  says :  "  My  telegram  of  the  24th 
January  ;  desire  to  know  if  you  propose 
to  pass  an  Act  this  session  imposing 
countervailing  duties."  Cannot  the  House 
trace  the  hand  of  the  Colonial  Secretary 
in  this?  He  gives  the  order  on  the  6th 
January ;  he  repeats  it  by  telegram  on 
the  24th  January ;  he  says  on  the  24th 
February,  **  I  want  your  answer.  Are 
you  going  to  pass  these  countervailing 
duties  I "  That  wakes  up  the  Govern- 
ment of  India.  Thei'e  are  no  dilatory 
proceedings  now.  They  see  the  hand  of 
the  Colonial  Secretary  in  it.  On  the 
25th  February  they  reply,  **  Your  tele- 
gram of  the  24th  February,  Sugar 
bounties.  We  propose  to  legislate  at 
once  on  American  model,"  Then  there 
is  another  telegram  from  the  Secretary 
for  India;  "Sugar  duties.  Suggested 
legislation  approved  by  Her  Majesty *s 
Government."  That  is  on  the  1st  March. 
I  say  that  a  great  step  in  the  legislation 
of  a  country  was  never  taken  more 
hurriedly  than  that,  I  think  I  have  made 
good  the  argument  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cardiff  that  the  whole  proceedings 
emanated  from  the  Colonial  Office.  Now, 
I  desire,  for  my  own  part,  to  express  in  a 
few  words  my  opinion  about  these  trans- 
actions, 1  consider  this  to  be  one  of  the 
mr^t  extnionlinary  Blue  Books  ever 
issued  by  a  Government  Department. 
We  have  no  reliable  statistics,  no  infor- 
mation. The  first  six  or  eight  pages  are 
filled  with  a  letter  from  the  firm  of  Begg, 
Dun  lop,  and  Co.,  which  is  a  more  Pro- 
tectionist argument,  such  as  we  constantly 
receive  from  firms,  not  only  in  India,  but 
in  this  country.  But  why  on  earth  this 
communication  should  be  set  out  in  a 
Blue  Book,  on  which  important  legisla- 
tion of  this  kind  is  based,  I  cannot 
for  a  moment  imagine.  The  Blue 
Book  contains  no  argument  whatever 
in  favour  of  the  strong  step  taken  by  the 
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Government,  the  motive  of  which  I  believe 
is  the  stiirily  action  of  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary to  which  I  huva  reft'rred.    The  Secre- 
tary for  India  statt'd  ihiit  the  agriculural 
prosperity  of  India  niiiinly  depended  on 
sugar.      That    ia    a    most   extraordinary 
statement.      There  are  about  250,000,000 
acres  in  British  India,  only   2,500,000  of 
which  aro  under  sugar  cultivation,  some 
of  which  is  a  very  low  class  of  cultiva- 
tion. Therefore  I  say  that  sugar  ia  to  a  very 
slight  extent  indeed  a  staple  product  of 
bidia.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  might  i 
as  well  have  said  that  cotton,  tea,  toljacco, 
or  a  dozen  other  articles  were  stfiples.   The 
fact  is  that  the  right  lion.  Gentleman  was 
bounrl  to  find  argiuuents,  and   his  whole  i 
speech  is  full  of  etlbrts  to  tind  arguments 
to  justify  the  policy  which  was  inaugurated 
by  the  Colonial  Secretary.     1  would  hko 
to  consider  for  a  moment  the  inspiration 
that  is  at  the  back  of  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary in  this  matter.     He  is  thinking  of 
what  he  calls  the  Colonies.      What  colo- 
nies ?    The  West   Indies  and  Mauritius. 
These    are    hardly  cohmies   at  all  ;  they 
aro    not     places    in   which    a    European 
population  can  live  healthily.     They  arti 
really  the  most  uinmpurtant  colonies  the 
Empire      has,     and     the    prospenty     of 
these  colonies  may  be  sought  at  too  great 
an   expense   to   the  rest  of  the  Empire. 
Ho   has   told    us   that   the    staple   trade 
of    the      West      Indies      has     suffered 
greatly,  and  that  Mauritius  is  likely  to 
be   ruined.      I   do   not   understand  that 
statement.     We  have  no  statistics  from 
the      Indian     Secretary  to     prove     that 
Mauritius   has   suflered   in   any   respect. 
The    exports   from    Mauritius    in    1898 
were  larger  than  in  any  otiier  year,  with 
perhaps    one    exception.      Therefc^re    up 
to  the  present  the  sugar  trade  of   Mauri- 
tius  has   suffered  in    no   way    whatever. 
But  suppose  it  did  suti'er.     The  Colonial 
Secretary  appears   to  think  that  we  can 
enjoy  the   advantages   of  a   Free  Trade 
policy  without  having  any  disadvantages 
This  18  the  flaw  in   the  position    which 
ho    takes     up     in    this    matter.       We 
have      to    take    the     good     and     the 
bad  both  of  Free  Trade  and  of  Protection, 
and   to    reject   one   or  the   other    after 

t  taking  all  the  circumstances  in  regard  to 
each  into  consideration.  Suppose  when 
the  Free  Trade  policy  was  introduced  in 
this  country  we  had  had  a  strong  Minister 
like  the  Colonial  Seeretary,  who  would 
look  at  the  matter  from  the  same  stand- 
point. Think  of  all  the  stories  that  might 
Mr.  Lougk 
* : 


have  been  told  of  the  suffering  csmsad  to 
British    agriculture.       Did    this    Hooie 
pause  Ijecause  British  agriculture  suffertdT 
No,     This  House  looked   at   the  matter 
broadly,  and  said,  "  We  cannot  con«iiicr 
the  interests  of  a  class ;  we  must  cunsidcr 
the   interests   of  the    whole  nation,  «dcI 
looking    at  the  interests  of    the   whole 
nation   the  Free  Trade  policy  is  the  b«it 
we   can   adopt.**     I  will  give  one  other 
example.     Look  at  how  Ireland  suffered 
by  the  introduction  of   the  Free    Truit 
policy.     The    argument   of    the     Indm 
Secretary  appears  to  be  that  the   produ^ 
tion  of  sugar  may  be  destroyeil  in  India 
Has   not  the  production  of   floiir,  meal, 
and,  in   fact,  all   the  staple   products  of 
Ireland  been  destroyed  within   the   last 
50  years  1     The  House  has  w  armed  iu 
hands  at  the  blaze  which  has  burned  up 
all  Irish  industries  ;  yet  this  House  bM 
gone  on  steadily  in  the  policy  because  it 
believed  that,  on  the  whole,  the  policy  o! 
Free    ThkIo    conferred    greater    beDefit 
than     it     inflicted    injury.       Take    the 
Indian   case   fnmi  the  s^ime   standpoint. 
The  one  argument  of  the  Inilian  Secretary 
was   that   these   imports   are    increasing 
rapidly.    The  meaning  of  that  is  that  the 
Indian  people  are  welcoming  w^bat  these 
other  countries  are  sending.     Is  not  that 
the  best  proof  that  the  Indians  w^ant  it, 
and  that  the  continuance  of  this  influx  of 
bounty-fed  sugar  would  he  a  great  benefit 
to    the    general    population    of     India? 
There  is  a  statement  in  the  Blue  Book 
that  the  poor  in  India  do  not  consume 
flugar»  but  I  believe  that  that  statement 
I  will      not      stand     examination.       ITje 
I  consumption   of    sugar   is   increasing   as 
rapidly  there — perhaps  more  rapidly— as 
in   most  other  countries,  and   the  mpid 
growth  of  these  very  imports  proves  that 
there    are    a  great   many   people   there 
who  want  it^  and  that  a  great  lilow  will 
bo  struck  at  the  growing  industries  of  the 
country   by   the  adoption  of   the  policv 
which  the  Government  has  taken  up.     A 
great   deal    has   been    :^id   about    these 
bounty-giving  countries.     We  cannot  hit 
them  ;  we  cannot  touch  them  ;  we  cannot 
do  them  any  harm.     The  only  |)ec»ple  on 
whom  we  can  lay  any  burden  with  regarcl 
to  this  legislation  is  the  people  of  India. 
They  want  something  ;  we  refuse  to  give 
it  to  them.     They  are  building  up  indug- 
tries  in  confectionery  and  so  on,  just  aa 
such  industries   have   grown   up  in  this 
country,     through     cheap    sugar.     We 
destroy  those  indtustries.     It  has  not  been 
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Bright  in  this  House  ?  Had  we  not  many 
atonny  debates  here  before  we  adopted 
the  principle  of  Free  Tivide  ?  I  was  sorry 
to  hear  the  language  of  the  right  hon. 
CTenlleraan  when  he  spoke  of  the  agita- 
tion in  India  against  the  policy  of  the 
Government.  Had  we  not  h'vely  debates 
all  over  England  before  Free  Triule  was 
adopted  ]  And  why  should  the  people 
of  India  be  blamed  for  carrying  on 
the  same  discussion  1  Such  a  policy 
deserves  to  be  attacked  just  as  muon 
in  India  as  in  this  country ;  but 
the  point  which  I  desire  to  make  is  that 
this  policy  Avhich  is  being  pursued  in 
India  cannot  stay  where  it  stands  to-day. 
Why  should  we  go  to  America^  which  is 
a  Protectionist  country,  for  any  of  our 
ideals  ?  We  are  a  Free  Trade  country, 
and  we  should  stick  to  a  Free  Trade 
policy  and  not  allow  the  good  heart  of 
the  Goloidal  Secretary  to  carry  us  away 
in  this  matter.  If  the  right  hon* 
Gentleman  desires  to  prop  up  the 
industries  of  these  colon ie8»  he  can- 
not prop  them  up  by  Frctection,  He 
must  allow  the  winds  of  itdversity  to  blow 
about  these  industrltjs  as  i\w,y  blow  about 
all  industries,  and  if  they  cannot  stand 
against  them  they  cannot  stand  at  all 
The  Indian  Secretary  says  that  it  is  a 
great  loss  for  trade  to  be  disturbed  from 
its  old  channels^  but  I  say  this  is  not  so. 
It  is  very  ofti^n  a  great  gain  for  it  to 
be  distil rbed,  even  when  it  is  proceeding 
in  legitimate  channels.  Was  not  the  tea 
trade  in  China  in  a  legitimate  channel  for 
that  trade  to  tlow  in,  but  does  it  flow  in 
that  channel  now  '?  No,  it  flows  in  India 
and  Ceylon  now  to  the  benefit  of  this  Em- 
pire, and  to  the  benefit  of  everybotly  who 
drinks  tea.  The  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment ia  a  most  fallactous  doctrine  to  lay 
down,  for  if  you  draw  a  ring  fence  round 
this  industry  what  will  be  the  eflect  1  It 
wiJl  be  that  proiiuction  will  decline,  bad 
iiiethc>ds  of  manufacture  wnll  be  protected, 
and  the  people  will  not  enjoy  those  bene- 
fitfi  which  they  otherwise  would  enjoy  if 
free  competition  were  allowed  to  play  ita 
part.  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  see  that 
on  such  extremely  flimsy  pretexts  as  are 
laid  down  in  this  book,  antl  advanceii  by 
the  Indian  Secretary,  that  such  a  great 
breach  should  be  made  in  the  Free  Trade 
principles  of  this  country. 

♦SiK  LE\\1S  McIVER  (Edinburgh, 
W.) :  So  far  as  I  have  been  privUeged 
to  hear  this  Debate  I  have  been  chiefly 


denie<l  that  cheap  sugar  confers  consider- 
able benefits,  but  the  argument  of  the 
Indian  Secretary  is  that  it  is  an  illegiti- 
mate beneflt.  But  if  foreigners  are  will- 
ing to  do  s^:)mcthing  for  us  which  is 
favourable  to  us,  why  should  we  not 
take  the  gifts  the  gods  send  ]  Why  be 
too  particular  in  inquiring  whether  the 
most  strictly  mural  and  honourable 
principles  have  been  pursued  in  their  pro- 
duction t  If  we  did  that  in  regard  to  all 
our  commerce  it  would  leafl  ua  inti^  very 
considerable  difficulties.  Who  made  us  a 
ruler  or  a  judge  as  to  what  it  may  suit 
other  nations  to  do  7  We  assume  too 
readily  that  these  bounties  art?  baaed 
upon  an  entirely  rotten  foundation.  I 
once  had  an  opjjortnnity  of  visiting  one  of 
these  sugar  factories  on  the  Continent,  in 
Russia,  and  I  was  greatly  interested  in  it. 
I  was  told  that  this  factory  was 
kept  by  a  Pole  and  a  Jew,  and  that  we 
must  walk  carefully  through  the  works 
as  we  might  be  suspected  of  being 
spies.  We  saw  production  going  on 
in  every  process,  and  I  thought  as  I 
walked  away  from  that  factory  that  in 
the  Caledonian  Road  in  the  l^^ast  End  we 
could  buy  that  sugar  at  half  the  price  that 
wai?  paid  at  a  village  about  half  a  mile  from 
that  factory*  Do  these  people  produce 
this  sugar  just  for  the  love  of  the  thing  ? 
No,  they  do  it  because  it  pays  them 
and  it  suits  them  ;  they  take  the  whole 
transaction  broadly,  and  ihey  find  that 
the  giving  of  these  bounties  answers  their 
purpose  extremely  well  Does  anybody 
think  that  they  give  us  this  cheap 
sugar  just  for  the  love  of  us  ?  I  for 
one  do  not  believe  it,  and  I  am  willing 
to  take  the  sugar  as  cheap  as  they 
can  give  it  to  us,  for  I  assume  these 
people  know  how  to  manage  their  own 
business,  and  the  people  in  Austria, 
Germany,  and  France  also  know  what 
they  are  doing.  I  believe  our  true  policy 
is  that  which  we  have  followed  for  forty 
or  fifty  years,  and  that  is  to  take  what- 
ever advantage  these  countries  off*er  to 
us  without  questioning  their  motives. 
This  question  cannot  end  where  it  stands 
to-day.  The  step  which  the  Govern- 
ment has  taken  has  been  borrowed  from 
America.      That    step    is    one    of     the 

freatest  moment,  for  it  threatens  the 
seal  policy  which  we  have  pursued  in 
this  country  for  the  last  fifty  years. 
Why  should  we  go  to  America  for  an 
ideal  1  Have  we  not  our  own  ideals  estab- 
Uahed  by  Adam  Smith,  by  Cobden,  and  by 
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struck  with  tbe  flimsiness  of  the  attack 
on  tht3(lineniriiGiit.  Withuut  subsUmiial 
basis  it  hus  been  supported  by  only  the 
mo«t  strained  ejK^cial  pleatliiig,  buttressed 
by  the  most  shadowy  arguraenlB,  and 
padded  out  by  detached  lectures  on  irre- 
levant subjects.  The  right  hon.  Member 
lot  Wolverhampton  gave  us  three  most 
interesting  and  detached  lectures — one  on 
the  constitution  ojfthe  Indian  Legislature 
— very  attractive,  and  to  me  very  wel- 
come fis  an  old  friend.  Then  a  Beeond,  in 
an  analysis  uf  the  Blue  Book.  Finally  a 
dear  old  friend,  the  elementary  lecture  un 
Free  Trade  principles.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Carditt'  followed  with  a  disquisition  on 
the  shortcomings  of  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary ;  a  sweet  contribution  on  the  **  uses 
of  adversity,"  or  the  blessings  of  foreign 
competition  ;  and  a  second  edition  of  the 
Free  Trade  lecture.  But  very  little  from 
either  in  support  of  the  motion  before  the 
House.  I  am  not  trying  to  blame  the 
right  h on.  Member  fur  Wolverhampton. 
He  is  only  an  instrument  fultilling  a  con- 
stitutional fvlf^  giving  the  countenance 
of  the  front  bench  to  the  motion,  and  is 
too  gofwil  for  the  job.  The  putative, 
the  admitted,  engineer  of  the  Debate 
is  the  second  speaker  and  lecturer. 
It  has  always  seemed  to  me,  Mr  Speaker, 
that  it  would  make  for  our  comfort,  and 
certainly  for  the  speedier  despatch  of 
public  business,  if  the  deadly  iteratioUj 
within  this  Chamber,  of  a  well-known 
elementary  lecture  on  political  economy 
— certain  familiar  parts  of  which  we  have 
had  over  again  to-night— were  invariably 
to  lie  ruled  out  of  order  from  your  chair. 
It  has  been  printed  so  often  in  liansurd — 
not  to  mention  the  local  papers— that  we 
might  with  advantage  have  a  Sessional 
Order  to  the  effect  that  a  copy  of  it  be 
laid  upon  the  Table,  We  all  know  it  by 
heart.  To  the  original  lecture  itself— 
the  venerable  classic  of  fifty  rears'  stand- 
ing— ^I  Uike  no  objection,  ft  is  all  true, 
none  of  it  is  new,  and  a  good  deal  of  it 
doesn't  signify.  But  of  the  modern  emen- 
dations and  glosses  without  authority — the 
amateur  and  discordant  variations  inter- 
polated in  the  old  score— this  can  hardly 
be  said.  They  may  be  new,  but  they  are 
rarely  true.  In  practical  poHtics  these 
performances  are  either  out  of  date 
or  out  of  time.  They  are  not  wanted. 
We  are  all  Free  Traders  to-day,  and 
don^t  need  converting.  Of  course  there 
is  a  gamut  of  degree  in  the  fervour 
of    Free    Traders.     So  there  is  in   the 
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zeal  of  Christians.  The  vast  majority, 
in  both  cases,  take  their  creed  quielly— 
with  tfn  unraoving  and  unintjuiriiig 
acquiescence,  rather  than  with  any  very 
militaut  quality  of  active  iaith.  At 
one  pole  you  have  the  doubters  mi 
the  waverers,  at  the  other  arc  the 
bigots  and  zealots  and  fanatics.  In  the 
economic  school  these  are  represented  by 
the  dervishes  and  fakirs  of  the  Cobden 
Chib,  with  whom  the  identity  of  two 
oblate  spheroids,  the  terrestrial  globe 
and  Biistiat's  orange — is  a  postulat6|  and 
settles  the  whole  question.  I  hope  the 
House  will  understand  that  I  am  not 
refer! ing  to  the  gi'eat  bulk  of  tk 
members  of  the  Cobden  Club,  who  takei 
rational  view  of  Free  Trade,  but  to  that 
self-appointed  pnesthood  which  poses  « 
the  club  and  takes  its  name  in  v^ain-- 
those  cotton-gloved  ghazisjof  Manehestar, 
to  whom  the  blcsseti  word  "consumer" 
is  as  comforting  and  concliisiive  as  tli« 
name  of  Mesojxjtamia  was  to  another 
group  of  worthy  old  ladies.  To  them 
Free  Trade  is  a  L^ivine  revelation,  not  to 
be  understauiled  of  the  vulgar.  The  wocdi 
of  its  Early  Fathers  are  inspired  words- 
even  including,  I  suppose,  some  of  their 
still  unfulHlled  prophecies.  The  Book  of 
the  Law  and  the  exclusive  gift  of  authori- 
tative exposition  are  in  the  hands  of  an 
inner  circle  of  Lamas,  and  their  extreme 
interpreUitions  are  of  universal  applies- 
tion — in  all  countries,  in  all  circum- 
stances, and  in  all  times.  This  is  esotene 
Free  Trade,  which,  logically  translated 
into  workaday  life,  would  mean  very  little 
trade  and  practically  no  freedom.  But  all 
this  U  as  far  removed  from  the  business 
Free  Trade  notions  of  the  general 
public  in  this  country  as  is  the  theoretic 
Buddhism  of  Lhassa  from  the  working 
religion  of  the  Singalese  coolie  or  the 
Burman  bi.mtmau  ;  and  this  se|>aratioii — 
this  growing  divergence  )>etween  tlie 
preachers  and  the  people,  l^etween 
clerics  and  the  laity^ — is  fraught  with 
danger  to  the  Free  Trade  connection.  It 
creates  a  situation  pregnant  with  schism 
and  revolt.  Thenretically,  with  the 
Buddhist,  to  destroy  life  is  a  crime  ; 
erf/Of  all  good  Buddhists  must  be  vege- 
taiians.  Atul  are  they  ?  Not  much. 
They  don't  kill  cows  ;  but  they  keep  a 
Mohamme<.lan  butcher  in  nearly  every 
village,  and  the  simple-minded  Burman  i« 
a  cormoisseur  of   beefsteak8.     Buddhijsm 


is  still  the  creed  uf  Ceylon 
because  it  suitd   T 
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uttetnpt  wore  made 
extrenie  theory  of  the  creed  into  pruc- 
tice,  there  wouJr!  bo  more  trouble  in 
Bunna  than  we  have  ever  yet  en- 
count€refl  in  that  liithcuh  country. 
And  that  is  precisely  the  sort  of  result  I 
fear  from  the  aggressive  assertion  of  that 
extreme  purism  of  which  the  right  hou. 
Member  is  the  moutljpieee  to-ihty.  As  a 
sinuere  Free  Trader,  1  am  more  afraid  of 
the  mulish  indiscretions  of  the  doctrinaire 
Free  Trader  than  of  the  ar^«:uments  of  the 
professed  Protectiom'.st.  1  am  satisfie*! 
that  at  this  moment  in  tlie  blitid  yea!  of 
tiie  Free  Trade  fanatic  Hen  more  fhinger 
to  the  continuity  itf  our  national  ec*)nomic 
policy  than  in  all  outside  attack  from 
whatever  rlireetion.  This  country  is  a 
Free  Trade  country.  Its  inhabitants  are 
mostly  professed  Free  Traders,  JiHt  as 
this  is  a  Christian  country  and  its 
inhabitants  are  mostly  professed  Pro- 
testants—and for  much  the  same  reason 
in  both  cases.  We  are  mostly  Protestants 
and  Free  Traders  because  our  fathers 
were.  The  majority  have  never  inquired 
much  further  in  either  case,  but  from  their 
cbildhfMid  have  aeceyited  Iw-jtb  conditions 
contentedly.  But  of  those  who  have  even 
auperheially  studied  the  econ<>!nic  ques- 
tion, who  have  examined  the  grounds  of 
the  faith  that  ts  in  them,  rune  out  of  ten 
would  siiy  that  they  are  Free  Trailers  he 
cause  they  recognise  that  Free  Tnide  has 
done  wonders  fnr  this  country  in  the  p.vst, 
that  Free  Tnide  is  probably  d^ung  pretty 
well  for  this  country  in  the  present,  and 
because  they  hope  it  may  continue  to 
satisfy  our  wants  in  the  future.  They 
like  things  cheap,  if  they  are  not  also 
nasty.  They  dislike  Customs  worries — 
and,  on  the  whole,  it  might  be  a  danger- 
ous thing  to  get  tinkering  with  good  old 
Free  Trade.  That,  I  take  it,  is  alxnn  the 
average  %'iew.  It  is  a  practical  and 
strictly  numdane  view,  and  very  remote 
from  the  sacrosanct  as[)ect  which  the 
Ritualist — the  Manches^ter  Mahatma — 
insists  on  presetiting*  The  average 
Britisher  does  not  take  his  Free 
Trade  as  a  Divine  revelation,  or  even 
credit  its  doctrines  with  the  permanent 
itifallil>ility  of  a  raatheraatical  truth.  No, 
Sir,  we  accept  Free  Trade  iar  ourselves 
in  a  sober,  l>usin esslike  spirit,  because,  on 
balance,  it  pix>fits  the  nation,  and  for 
so  long  as  it  prnfits  the  nation. 
I  repeat,  it  is  this  arrogant  intolerance 
that  jeopardises  the  fair  fame  of  Free 
Trade,  ami  gives  a  handle  to  the  prophets 
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rotection.  It  is  speech  and  action 
hke  that  of  to-day  that  gives  real  Free 
Traders  cause  for  new  alaini  ;  and  already 
we  Imve  sutlicientgrouTid  for  disquietude. 
The  House  must  rememlicr  that,  although 
the  vast  majority  of  jjeople  in  thiscoimtry 
accept  our  Free  Trade  system  as  the  best 
on  balance  ft>r  this  country,  there  have 
been,  fnmj  lime  to  time — tliere  are  to-day 
— parts  of  the  country  and  coram  unities 
in  the  country  who,  for  special  reasons, 
do  not  accept  the  validity  of  Free  Trade 
claims  with  anything  like  whole-souled 
enthtHiasra,  Kotighly  speaking,  our 
view  of  Free  Trade  is  the  free 
of  cnnuiiodities  at  natural 
prices  ;  but  the  botmty  system  is  a  ilirect 
and  gross  violation  of  that  view,  and 
shoidd  be  met  in  the  gate.  I  may  be  told 
that  foreign  tariffs  are  a  violation  of 
Free  Trade.  Well,  Mr.  Speaker,  so  they 
are  ;  but  that  in  an  father  story.  Primarily 
a  tariff  is  a  tiscal  matter,  and  each  country 
is  surely  entitle<l  to  say  how  it  shall  raise 
its  necessary  revenue.  It  is  exclusively 
a  Government  matter,  and  the  legit  i male 
business  of  a  (Government.  On  the  other 
hauil,  first  and  last,  a  bounty  is  a  trade 
matter,  and  means  that  a  Government, 
departing  from  its  primary  and,  as  I  view 
it,  legitimate,  attitude,  gives  its  support 
and  its  money  to  bolster  up  a  particular 
tra^le  in  competition  with  the  trade  of 
other  coimtries.  That,  according  to  ray 
view,  is  not  a  justifiable  attitu(ie  for  a 
Government.  And  what  we  contend  is 
that  the  Government  of  a  country  which 
believes  in,  and  adheres  to,  Free  Ti^Je 
principles,  is  bound  to  take  the  strongest 
available  meai^ures  to  neutralise  the  effect 
of  this  illegitimate  interference  with  Free 
Trade.  The  hostile  tarifis  of  foreign 
nations  are  their  affair,  their  bounties  are 
\ery  largely  our  affair.  Let  them  protect 
their  interests  as  much  as  they  like 
within  their  own  tern'tories ;  in  most 
cases  we  still  can  tackle  them  and  beat 
them  even  then  ;  and  unless  the  hon. 
Member  for  Carflitl  has  his  way,  we  shall 
continue  to  be  a1>le  to  stick  to  Free  Trade 
and  free  imports.  But  when  foreign 
countries  transfer  their  action  to  insid** 
our  borders,  when  they  insidiously 
attack  our  beloved  doctrines  on  our  own 
ground,  and  so  shake  the  faith  of  fhe 
waverers,  we  are  bound  to  strike  bfick,  if 
only  to  stiffen  the  backs  of  our  own 
weaker  brethren.  I  submit,  Sir,  that  the 
boutJty  f]uestion  is  not  an  aspect  of  legiti- 
I  than  Greek  fi*e  or 
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explosive  bullets  are  debatable  subjects  in 
the  science  of  legitimate  warfare.     It  be- 
longs rather  to  the  class  of  such  questions 
as  slave  trading  and  piracy.     It  is  an  evil 
thing  and  an  outrage  which  all  honest 
nations  should  combine   to  suppress,  to 
attack   tooth    and   nail,    to    stamp    out 
ruthlessly.     I  maintain  that  not  merely 
in    their    interests,    but    in    defeace    of 
Free     Trade,     we,     as    a    Free     Trade 
nation,  should  treat  a  bounty  pirate  as 
an  honest  citizen  would  treat  an  armed 
burglar   in  his  bedroom— as    an  honest 
farmer  would   treat  a  dog  Jifldicted   tr) 
sheep-worrying— shoot  on  sight,  and  ask 
(juestions   afterwards.     But,  Sir,  it  is  a 
notorious  fact   that   the  bounties  which 
the  so-called  Free  Traders  are  so  anxious 
t^  maintain — so  determined  shall  be  un- 
touched—are  on    their    last   legs.     We 
know  that    most  of   the    bounty-giving 
countries  are  sick  of   the  ghastly,  futile 
expenditure  which  has  only  led  to  an  un- 
natural over-production,  that  they  would 
welcome  any  tangible  excuse  for  giving 
them  up ;  and  that,  any  such  excuse  once 
given,  the  other  lx)unty-giving  countries 
would  have  to  fall  into  line — would  have 
to  follow  suit.     Everybody  except  Pro- 
tectionists  of     this     or     that    industry , 
denounces  bounties.     What  keeps  them 
still  ?     One   thing  and  one 


bounties    without  one  sixpence  of   the 
countervailing  duty  even  being  collected, 
and  yet    he   forbids   that    word     being 
spoken.     "  Under  which  king,  Bezonianr 
Is   that  a  )>low  for  Free  Trade,  or  for 
Protection  ?     Whatever  the  intentions  or 
the  beliefs  of  the  hon.  Member  may  be, 
the  whole  body  of  support  which  he  and 
his  doctrinaire  associates  have  behind  them 
in  this  country  on  this  question  is  a  Pro- 
tectionist agitation.     The  only  represen- 
tations from  outside  which  Members  of  this 
House  have  received  on  the  subject  have 
been  appeals  to  do  nothing  to  interfere 
with   )>ounties,   because  they    bolster   a 
particular  trade.     And  we  practical  Free 
Traders — the     real     Free     Traders — in 
defending    Free    Trade,    in    seeking  to 
strike  a  blow  for  Free  Trade  princi^es, 
and  to  get  rid  of  the  shackles  on  Free 
Trade  imposed  by  this  piratical  bounty 
system,  find  ourselves  confronted,  not  as 
usual   by    the    right    hon.  Member  for 
Thanet  and  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Sheffield,  but  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cardiff.   Sir,  if  the  views  for  which  I  have 
been  contending  be  true,  viz.,  that,  if  our 
economic  policy  is  to  be  maintained  on 
its  present  sound  and  profitable    lines, 
that  desirable   end  can  only  bo  secured 
by     the     frank     recognition     of      the 
present    danger    in     which     it     stands, 
owin^;  to  the  heretical  extravagances  of 


gomg  still  ?  Une  thuig  and  one  thing 
alone — the  virginal  prudery  of  the  Cobden 
Club.  That,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  how  extremes  i  the  zealots,  by  the  recognition  of  the  fact 
meet.  In  the  speech  of  the  hon.  that  in  our  national  business  Free  Trade 
Member  Free  Trade  and  Protection  is  a  commercial,  not  an  academic,  policy, 
are  for  the  first  time  running  in  double  and  is  to  be  guided  by  practical  principles, 
harness.  In  order  to  protect  some  not  by  purblind  pedantry — I  say,  if  that 
sugar  importers  in  India — or,  if  you  trans-  view  is  of  force  when  stated  generally, 
fer  the  matter  home,  in  order  to  protect '  and  as  applied  to  the  United  Kingdom 
and  increase  the  profits  of  certain  con- ,  and  to  our  Crown  colonies,  it  is  doubly 
fectionery  and  jam  industries  in  this  '  and  trebly  true  when  applied  to  India. 
country — it  is  desira))le  that  the  bounty  When  it  comes  to  dealing  with  India,  its 
system  should  be  maintained.  I  do  not  I  revenue,  its  interests,  its  welfare,  the 
say  that  that  is  his  object ;  but  that  is  House  has  to  remember  that  we  are  deal- 
wiiat  practically  he  is  advocating.  I  do  '  ing,  not  with  our  own  property  but  with 
not  say  the  hon.  Member  is  consciously  a  '  one  for  which  we  are  trustees ;  and  as 
Protectionist.  I  do  not  suggest  that  evil ,  the  House  knows,  the  action  of  trustees  is 
(tommunications  on  that  bench  below  the    very  properly  subject  to  strict  limitations. 


gangway  have  so  far  corrupted  the  purity 
of  his  creed — but,  all  the  same,  he  is  fight- 
ing the  Protectionist  l)attle.  Does  he 
approve  of  bounties  1  Are  they  consis- 
tent with  his  Free  Trade  creed  'I  Does  he 
desire  their  maintenance  1  Well,  but 
what  is  he  doing  ?  He  knows  they  are 
the  most  flagrant  outrage  on  Free  Trade, 
and  he  knows  that  one  word  from  this 
(government — the  mere  threat  of  counter 
vailing  duties — would    put  an     end    to 
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We  cannot  deal  with  the  property  of  our 
,  ceMui  que  trusfs  as   fancy  dictates.     We 
,  cannot  sell  it  out  at  pleasure,  and  reinvest 
,  it   in  wild-cat  stock,   like  Colxlen  Club 
I  debentures.       In     our     trusteeship     for 
India  we  are  Iwund  by  equitable  consider- 
ations, by  obligations  of  honour,  and  by 
the  solemn  and  formal  declarations  of  the 
proclamation  of  1859 — so  often  repeated 
and  expanded — to  govern   India  for  the 
Indians,  in  the  interests  of  India,  and,  so 
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far    as    possible,    in   harmony    with   the 
ideas  of   the   people   of  India.     With  re- 

fard  to  the  interests  of  the  people  of 
ndia,  this  House  must  recollect  that  the 
revenue  of  India  is  not  the  revenue  of 
this  country.  It  belongs  to  the  people  of 
India,  to  be  employed  for  their  benefit 
according  to  the  judgment  of  experts  on  \ 
the  spot.  We  have  been  informed  to- 
day  that  the  sugar  bounty  system  is 
injuring  the  revenue  of  India.  The  dif- 
ferent ways  in  which  this  happens,  and 
the  extent  to  which  it  happens,  has  been 
iold  to  us  in  full  and  authoritative  detail 
by  the  noble  Lord  who  sits  below  me. 
For  my  part,  I  am  content  to  take  the 
fact  on  authority.  Whether  the  loss  is 
chiefly  by  direct  injury  to  certain  trades, 
or  by  the  cultivation  of  sugar  proving  un- 
profitable, with  the  consequence  that  land 
falls  out  of  cultivation,  the  fact  remains 
that  there  is  a  loss  of  revenue  and  pri- 
marily, let  me  say,  a  loss  of  land  revenue  ; 
and  the  extent  of  the  area  thus  thrown 
out  of  cultivation  is  a  detail.  If  a  single 
acre  has  fallen  out  of  cultivation  from 
ihis  unholy  cause,  we,  m  trustees 
for  India^  are  bound  to  see  to  it. 
And  for  this  reason  :  there  is  a  loaa  of 
land  revenue  ;  that  loss  has  to  be  made 
up,  and  by  whom  ?  By  some  other 
wretched  cultivator  who  has  already  only 
a  thin  paper  partition  between  himself 
and  starvation — 

**  His  life  is  ft  long-drawn  question 
Betwixt  a  crop  and  a  crop," 

and  it  is  our  business  to  see  that  the 
question  is  not  made  more  difficult  for 
him  to  solve  than  is  avoidable.  Again,  I 
will  not  deal  with  sugar  refining  in  India, 
for  with  that  also  the  Secretary  of  State 
has  dealt.  It  is  a  young  industry,  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  CanliU'will  probably  com- 
fort himself  with  the  retleotion  that  babies 
fenerally  die  quite  easily  and  painlessly, 
n  the  same  way  he  is,  naturally,  too 
humane  a  man  to  derive  any  pleasure 
from  the  death-struggles  of  that  industry 
even  in  this  country.  He  has  possibly 
consoled  himself  for  the  sufferings  and 
loaaea  of  the  sugar  refiners  and  their  work- 
men and  their  families  with  statistics 
proving  that  those  losses  have  meant 
gain  to  other  people.  We  aU  know 
those  crusted  old  figures  by  heart. 
It  is  pointed  out  triumphantly  that  if  so 
many  thousand  mid  men  in  a  particular 
locality  were  thmwn  out  of  work  at  sugar 
refining,  so  many  more  thousand — pro- 
bably  three  or  four  times  as  many — ^men, 


women,  and  children  in  another  locality 
have  been  eiiiployed  in  making  jam  and 
confectionery.      It  is  something,    but  it 
doesn't  pmve  the  whole  case,  to  my  mind, 
and  it  certiiinly  seems  a  trifie  hard  on  the 
first  group.     But,   can  the  hori.  Member 
point    to   any  similar    compensation    in 
India]     Have    the    sugar    bounties    in- 
creased  the  manufacture  of  lollipops  in 
India!    Have  they  led  to  any  new  source 
of  revenue  1     Have  they  encouraged  any 
new    cultivation  ?     Have   they    removed 
the  necessity  for  any  new  taxation  ?    Has 
the  hon.  Member  been  able  to  shosv  that, 
in  any  one  respect,  the    sugar  Ijounties 
have  ^fenefitecl  India,  or  that  the  action  of 
the  Government  of  India  in  this  matter 
is   not  in   the  interests  of  the  people  of 
India,  and  therefore  in  redemptioti  of  our 
national    pledge    to     that    pei>ple  ?     So 
much,    then,  for    the  interests  of  India. 
With      regard     to      our      Government 
in  India  beinej  in  harmony  with  Indian 
ideas,  in  harmony   with  what,  so  far  as 
can  be  ascertained,  are  the  wishes  of  the 
people    of  India,  the  hon.   Member    for 
Cardiff  has  been  posing  this  afternoon  as 
the  Voice  of  India — the  fog-horn  of  mute 
millions — and    has    modestly    suggested 
that,  in  his  opinion,  the  opinion  of  the 
people  of  India  is  nece8.%arily  his  opinion  ; 
or,  conversely,  his  opinion  is  necessarily 
the  opinion  of  the   people  of  India.     He 
claimed  recently  in  public  to  be  a  devout 
reader  of  newspapers,   and  as  a   result  of 
his  reading — not  a  direct  result,  but  after 
some  unknown  process  of  assimilation — he 
has  arrived  at  a  concrete   Indian  public 
opinion  opposed    to    the   action   of    the 
Government  of  India.      How  far  it  is  an 
authorised  version  of  public  opinion   the 
House  must  judge  for  itself.     I  will  offer 
the   House   some   material    for  judging. 
There  are  in  India  586   newspapers  and 
periodicals,  English  and  vernacular.  How 
many  of  these  has  the  hon.  Member,  after 
weeks   of   inqtiiry,   been   able    to    press 
into   his   service  1      What    is    the    real 
fact  aboTit  the  Indian  Press  1     Probably 
I  never  in  the  history  of   that  Press  has 
there  been  so  marvellous  a  case  of  whole- 
souled,  passionate  unanimity    in    favour 
of  a  measure  ;    and  European  and  native 
papers  have  vied    with  one   another   in 
extolling    its    ivisdom    and    justice — its 
necessity,   its   statesmanship.     From  the 
Pioneer  and    the    Englishraan^    from    the 
Madras  Mail  and  notably  from  the  Bom- 
bay Gazdk^  the  Hindoo  Patriot,  the  Amrita 
Bazaar  Ptdrika,  and   all    the  established 
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and  reputable  Press  there  is  but  one  voice. 
I  do  not  say  that  is  conclusive  of  Indian 
opinion  ;   but  it  is  a  more  than  average 
indication.       There    are    in    India    757 
municipal   councils,    containing    a    large 
representative  clement  of  natives,  elected 
by  popular  suffrage.     There  are  730  dis- 
trict    or      county      councils,      similarly  I 
equipped.      There  are    seven    legislative  | 
councils,    where    the    Hower    of     native  j 
intellect  and    ability    find  seats.     From  I 
which  of    these    bodies  —  representative  I 
and  elective  as  most  of  them  are — does  I 
the  hon.  Member  produce,  1  will  not  say  \ 
a  memorial    or  a  petition,  but  even    a ; 
single  word  of  protest  against  the  action  , 
of  the  Government  of  India  ?     Then  there  j 
is  that  august  body  the  Indian  Congi-ess,  ^ 
which  discusses  Imperial  problems   with  | 
as  much  avidity,  and  as  little  knowledge,  | 
as  certain  county  councils  that  we  wot  of.  i 
Has  the  Indian  Congress  ]>een  stirred  to  , 
its  depths  1    Has  it  rushed  to  the  support  | 
of  the  hon.  Member  1     I  don't  know  that  i 
the   Government   of   India    would    have  i 
been  much  dismayed  if  it  had  ;  but,  as  a  i 
matter  of  fact,  nothing  of  the    sort    has  | 
happened.  Then,  Sir,  we  must  take  it  from  ^ 
the  hon.  Member  for  Carditi  that  the  ex-  j 
isting  outlets  for  the  sentiments  of  the  mute  ■ 
millions  are,  according  to  the  hon.  Mem-  | 
ber  for  Cardiff,    a   negligable  quantity ; , 
neither  the  native  Press  nor  the  native 
representatives  are  to  be  counted.     Well, 
Sir,  we  must  turn  to  the  European  resi- 
dents  in   India  not  coiuiected  with  the 
Government.     The  hon.  Member  puts  out 
of  court  those  who  are  interested  in  sugar  1 
refining;     they    are     damned    by    their ! 
private,  selfish  interests.     Well,  I  don't 
mind  ;  but  then,  to  make  things  equal,  we 
must  in  the  same  way  damn  the  other 
group  of  selfish  interests,  the  sugar  im- 
porters of  Bombay  and  Kurrachee,  who 
are  the  hon.  Member's  sole  clients.     They 
are  the  whole  question,  according  to  the 
hon   Member.      They  are    the   voice   of 
India.     They  are  Free  Trade.     The  logic 
is   perfect.      One    group   of    the   native 
refiners  is  not  to  be  heard  because  it  has 
selfish  interests.     The  other — a  handful 
of  European  merchants— are  the  voice  of 
India,  because  they  have  selfish  interests. 
No ;  I  think  the  two  groups  will  have  to 
be  paired—  the  sugar  importers  with  the 
sugar  refiners ;  andexit  the  voice  of  India. 
Leaving  out  sugar  refiners  and  sugar  im- 
porters,   you    have    a    whole  mass    of 
non-official    Anglo-Indian     opinion    pas- 
sionately   in    favour    of    the    measure. 

Sir  Lewis  Mdwt, 


There  is  yet  another  recognised  voice  o^ 
India.  To  my  mind,  the  truest  and 
most  indisputable  representatives  of  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  India  are  the 
executive  officers  of  the  administration  of 
India — the  District  Officers  of  all  the 
services  and  all  the  departments,  who 
pass  their  lives  among  the  people,  and 
who  know  their  needs  and  wants  better 
than  anyone  else  does.  I  do  not  saj  that 
the  Indian  civilian  is  devoid  of  prejudice 
on  this  or  that  subject,, that  he  may  not 
have  a  fad  about  revenue  settlement  or  a 
theory  about  cholera  germs  ;  but  in  a 
question  of  this  sort,  as  to  what  are  the 
wishes  or  interests  of  the  people  of  India, 
the  Indian  official  is  not  only  the  best, 
the  most  trustworthy,  but  the  only  real 
authority,  and,  almost  to  a  man,  the 
District  Officers  have  approved  of  the 
measure.  Lastly,  you  have  the  respon- 
sible Government  of  India,  commanding; 
at  first  hand,  every  channel  of  informa- 
tion and  competent  advice,  deliberately 
introducing  this  measure,  supported  by 
the  whole  mass  of  Indian  opinion,  official 
and  non-official,  British  and  native, 
by  the  entire  Press,  English  and 
vernacular;  and  against  all  this,  as 
representing  the  voice  of  India,  you  have 
the  hon.  Member  for  Caixliff  supported  by 
the  Peculiar  People  section  of  the  Cobden 
Club  and  a  handful  of  sugar  inipoiters  in 
Bombay.  As  the  House  will  recognise, 
long  as  I  have  been,  with  many  of  the 
cogent  Indian  arguments  germane  to  the 
Government  case  I  have  not  dealt  at  alL 
The  3,000,000  acres  under  sugar  cane 
whose  cultivation  is  in  peril  :  the  millions 
of  palm  trees  in  southern  India  exporting 
half  a  million  cwts.  of  sugar  annuaUy, 
whose  usefulness  may  disappear ;  the 
scores  or  hundreds  of  native  refineries 
closed  or  closing :  the  loss  of  land 
revenue ;  the  interests  of  some  hundred 
thousands  of  natives  of  India,  fellow  sub- 
jects who  earn  their  living  in  Mauritius — 
with  none  of  these  have  I  dealt.  My 
object  has  been,  first,  as  a  Free 
Trader,  to  protest  against  the  heresies 
promulgated  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men, and  publicly  to  dissociate  myself 
from  a  sort  of  literary  forgery  which  seeks 
to  father  on  Kichard  CoIkIcu  a  pernicious 
dogma  for  which  nothing  in  his  works 
written  or  spoken,  affords  a  sanction. 
Secondly,  to  disavow  the  childish 
doctrine,  which  the  world's  experience 
disproves,  that  what  has  ]>ecn,  and  I 
hope  will  continue  to  be,  good  for  this 
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<souutiy  would  htave  befcnf  or  necessarily 
is,  good  for  other  countries  diflTerently 
<jireumstane<jd.  Aiid,  thirdly,  to  prtJtost 
against  a  wnnton  trifling  with  the 
interests  of  India  arid  its  .100  millions 
of  people — whose  trustees  we  are — in 
deference  to  the  extrava«^nt  theories  of 
a  handful  uf  doctrinaires  in  this  country. 
Finally,  I  would  invite  the  House  to  Uike 
stock  of  tlie  hollowuess  and  the  unreality 
of  the  attiU'k  on  the  Government,  of  the 
irrelevance  of  the  arguments  employed, 
to  the  re*il  ground  and  cause  of  this 
onslaught.  1  ask  the  House  to  realise 
seriously  that  all  these  proposals  have 
been  presented  to  it,  that  this  much- 
laboured  controversy,  this  long-advertised 
Debate,  h.is  been  thrust  upon  it,  not 
because  s^acred  doctrines  are  in  danger, 
not  liecause  the  interests  of  India  are 
imperilled,  but  because  the  bon.  Member 
for  Gatxliff,  like  the  President  of  the 
Transvaal,  does  not  care  much  for  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

Mr.  \\\  B.  HOLLAND:  I  should  like 
to  express  my  cieljght  with  the  poetry 
and  imagination  of  the  previous  speaker 
(Sir  L.  Melver),  but  T  am  sorry  to  say 
that  I  cannot  agree  with  the  fiscal  views 
which  he  expressed.  I  feel  as  though  I 
am  in  a  untcjue  position  in  the  House  irj 
regard  to  this  fjuesiion,  because  it  hap- 
pene<i  to  lie  my  lot  flurirjg  the  last  few 
months  to  pass  through  a  bye  election, 
And  in  my  address  I  speeificidly  alluded 
to  the  question  uf  countervailing  duties, 
and  to  an  Imp^'i  ial  Zolverein,  and  I  de- 
clared myself  in  favour  of  Free  Trade, 
on  the  ground  that  I  believe  it  to  be  the 
best  pulicy  to  pursue,  entirely  inde- 
pendent of  any  course  any  other  nation 
might  lundertake,  anc!  I  am  against  an 
Imperial  Zolverein  and  counter\'ailing 
duties-  These  views  were  endorsed  by 
my  constituents  by  a  large  majority; 
therefore,  I  think  1  have  a  mandate  from 
them  to  support  the  views  I  gave  ex- 
pression to  during  the  campaign.  I 
observe  that  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  claimo<:l  that,  as  the  House  of 
Commons  had  never  challenged  the  in- 
structions to  the  Berlin  Conference,  they 
might  be  tJiken  as  approving  those  in- 
struct  ions.  I  do  not  see  why  the  House 
should  have  lieen  expected  to  disapprove 
of  them,  for  those  instructions  expressly 
disclaimed  all  idea  of  imposition  of 
countervailing  duties.  I  also  respectfully 
demur  to  the  statement  of  the  Seci-etary 


of  State  for  India  that* Free  Trade  seeks 
as  its  chief  object  to  secure  ecjuality  of 
opportunity  to  traders  if  opportunities 
were  equal h*  bad.  It  did  not  seek  to  secure 
equality  of  opportunity,  l:»ut  it  seeks  to 
secure  it  under  most  favourable  condi- 
tions, and  we,  the  Free  Traderss,  believe 
that  those  conditions  are  most  favourable 
which  are  most  hm.  I  rn  it  iced  that  the 
Seeietary  of  State  for  India  thought  it 
woith  his  while  to  criticise  duties  that 
were  imposed  liy  his  predecessor  at  the 
India  Otlice.  He  did  ho  on  the  grotuul 
that  they  were  protective  in  character, 
but  he  8eeme<l  to  overlook  entirely  the 
fact  that  such  duties  as  would  otherwise 
be  protective  in  their  character  were 
countervailed  by  the  Excise,  and  therefore 
could  not  he  ilescrilicil  as  protective,  I 
do  not  think  that  it  lies  in  the  niimth  of 
the  Secretary  of  SUite  for  India  to  twit 
his  predecessor  in  rogai-d  to  these  duties, 
because  we  who  come  from  Lanc^iahire 
recollect  very  well  that  on  the  eve  of  the 
last  General  Election  a  removal  of  these 
duties  was  promised,  and  directly  the 
election  was  <tver  the  Secretary  for  India 
w^entout  of  his  way  to  justify  the  action 
which  his  predecessor  had  taken  with  regard 
to  them.  I  think  he  may  l>e  excused  for 
expressing  his  views  somewhat  strongly 
in  regard  to  these  duties,  because  he  was 
victimised  at  the  last  Oeneral  Election, 
because  it  was  by  standing  by  the  then 
Secretjiry  of  State  for  India  and  voting 
for  him  that  he  su  tie  red  at  the  General 
Election.  I  think  it  was  a  little  unreason- 
able on  the  fMirt  of  the  Sect  etary  of  State 
to  denounce  the  ilanchi^ster  Chamber  of 
Commerce  for  sticking  to  its  principles  of 
Free  Trade.  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  cons  if  le  red  that  the  Manchester 
Chamber  of  Commerce  ought  to  be 
ashamed  of  itself  fi>r  pjvssing  the  resolu- 
tion it  did  the  other  day.  Well,  I  have 
re^l  this  resolution  very  carcfu  ly,  and  I 
was  present  at  the  meeting,  and  that  reao 
Jution  was  so  entirely  in  harmony  with 
the  policy  of  the  Manchester  Chamber  of 
Commerce  that  I  do  not  think  that 
ChanificT  had  anything  w^hatever  to  be 
ashamed  of.  Indeed,  I  noticed  that  it 
was  supported  by  Conservatives  as  well  as 
Lilierals.  I  feel  that  those  on  the  Liberal 
benches,  at  any  rate,  need  not  concern 
themselves  to  defend  the  question  of  the 
giving  of  bounties,  because,  for  the  most 
part,  they  would  never  attempt  to  give 
them,  holding  that  all  bounties  are  bacl  in 
principle.     We  in  this  country,  and  our 
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fellow  subjects  ia  India,  have  been  recipi- 
ents of  the  advantages  of  bounties,  and  it 
is  not  the  recipients  whose  province  it  is 
to  complain,  it  is  the  men  who 
pay  the  bounties  who  ought  to  complain; 


by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Wolverhampton — "  I  am  proposmg  to 
open  an  entirely  new  chapter  in  our  fiscal 
history  " — practically  amount  to  a  fiacil 
revolution,  and  I  think  the  House  will 


and  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  countries  at  |  agree  that  the  amis  profxirudi  lies  at  least 


this  time  who  have  saddled  themselves 
with  these  bounties  are  now  groaning 
under  the  burden.  Bounties  are  admitted 
to  be  blunders,  and  hence  we  find  that 


with  those  making  this  proposal.  Has  & 
I  good  case  been  made  out  in  the  opinio 
I  of  this  House  ?  In  my  opinion  there  never 
!  was  siich  a  flimsy  case.     If  these  counter- 


Germany,  Austria,  Fielgium,  and  Holland  i  vailing     duties     had     been     demanded 

'^  evidently    and    clearly     by    the     public 

'  opinion   of  India  I   am  bound  to  say  I 
'  should  have  hesitated   before   I   said  s 


are  all  willing  to  abolish  them  if  France  | 
will  do  the  same.     In  the  case  of  France, 
although  she  is  unwilling  to  abolish  them. 


we  find  she  is  reducing  them.     I  find  in  i  word   against   them.     But  nearly  every 


the  report  lately  issued  that  the  bounties 
on  exports  were  reduced  in  1898  to  the 
extent  of  30  per  cent.  That  reduction 
was  not  made  for  the  purpose  of 
pleasing  us,  but  because  the  authori- 
ties of  France  recognise  that  these 
bounties  are  an  evil  to  themselves. 
When  these  bounty -giving  nations  realise 
the  very  great  burdens  they  are  imposing 
on  themselves  I  think  then,  and  not  till 
then,  they  will  abandon  them.  It  was  I  Blue 
clearly  recognised  at  the  Brussels  Con- 
ference that  the  bounty  system  was  an 
evil.  What  did  our  Commissioners  say 
in  their  report  on  the  Conference  ?  They 
said,  "  The  bounty  system  is  now  felt  to 
press  heavily  on  the  economical  resources 
of  those  States  which  have  recourse  to  it." 
Accordingly,  without  the  help  of  counter- 1  It  is  easy 
vailing  duties,  I  think  it  is  (juite  clear 
that  the  attention  of  these  nations  has 
been  called  to  the  bounty   system  in  a 


page  in  the  Blue  Book  shows  exactly  the 
contrary.  The  Blue  Book  testifies  thst 
this  policy  was  hatched  in  the  Colonial 
Office  and  forced  upon  India.  The  ofiicisl 
mind  in  India  knew  what  was  the  opinion 
of  the  India  Office,  and  it  would  be  rery 
hard  indeed  to  expect  an  official  called 
upon  to  report  to  run  counter  to  the 
expressed  opinion  of  the  India  Office.  I 
think  it  is  clear  from  a  perusal  of  the 
Book  that  opinion  in  India  on 
the  present  occasion  is  a  manufactured 
opinion,  and  there  is  nothing  easier  than 
to  manufacture  opinion  in  favour  of  Pro- 
tection. Once  admit  that  you  are  pre- 
pared to  open  the  door  for  the  protection 
of  an  industry,  and  it  is  the  easiest  thing 
in  the  world  to  make  out  a  case  for  it 
in  India,  and  it  would  be 
easy  m  this  country.  India  is  all  the 
more  ready  to  embark  on  a  policy  <rf 
retaliation  with  a  light  heart,  for,  unlike 


very  effective  way,  and  that  being  so  it  is  |  this  country,  she  knows  nothing  of  that 
not  likely  to  last  very  much  longer,  long  and  bitter  struggle  which  took  place 
What  would  be  the  attitude  of  the  iron  ,  fifty  years  ago,  and  which  resulted  in  the 
and  steel  industries  if  foreign  countries  j  triumph  of  I^  ree  Trade  principles.  Those 
turned  their  attention  to  them  and  ex-  !  who  will  benefit  by  these  countervailing 
tended  bounties  to  them  ?  That  is  not  in  ,  duties  are  comparatively  few  in  number, 
the  least  likely,  because  it  would  be  a  |  and  are  more  or  less  organised,  and  to 
great  deal  too  expensive.     The  amount  |  that  extent  they  are  able  to  make  their 

voices  heard.  But,  on  the  contrary,  those 

who  will  ])e  penalised  by  them  are  the 

masses  of   the  people,  whose  voices  are 

I  dumb,  but  who  are  nevertheless  entitled 


already  contributed  in  the  case  of  sugar 
by  these  countries  is  large,  but  in  such 
important  industries  as  that  of  iron  and 
steel  the  amount  would  be  unsupportable 


indeed.     I  think  it  is  hard  for  us  to  wax  '  to  have  their  views  given  expression  to  in 


indignant 


about  bounties  when  our 
benefit  by  them  to  the 
extent  of  2^  millions  a  year,  and 
while  a  cottager  here  can  get  his  sugar 
at  2d.  or  2Ad.  a  pound  a  cottager  in 
France  has  to  pay  6(1.  I  think  that 
the  Blue  F^ook  which  has  recently  been 
published  has  entirely  failed  to  justify  the 
proposal  of  the  Government.  The  words 
of  Sir  James  Westland  which  were  quoted 

Mr.  IF.  H,  Holland, 


this  House.  Every  ^Iomber  of  the  House 
who  knows  anything  of  the  industries  of 
India  knows  there  are  many  industries  in 
which  sugar  stands  in  the  relation  of  raw 
material,  and  it  is  an  axiom  of  the  success- 
ful trader  that  he  must  be  able  to  buy 
his  raw  material  in  the  cheapest  market. 
Is  this  policy  entirely  fair  to  other 
industries  of  India?  Sugar  is  not  the 
most   important  crop  in   India    by  any 
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means,  and    one  wutilcl    imagine  that   a 
sense  of  pro{Kji  tion  would   givu  increa^etl 
prominence  to  other  crops.     Nor  ha^  the 
sugar  industry   aufiered  th«   most.     We 
find  that    the   acreage  nnder  pnUv    has 
declined  l>y  7|  per  cent.,  and  is  cultivated 
over  7.S,0D0,0l>0  acres.     Kico  has  reduced 
4  per  cent,,  oilseed   18  per  cent.,  wheat 
12J  per   cent.,  and  sugar   only   10   fjer 
cenL,  80  that  there    an*  otljer  crops  in 
which    there    hus    been    a   more    serious 
diminution    of     acreage      that     in     the 
Ciise     of     sugar.       We     are    told     that 
the    refiner    in    India  wants    protection, 
but    what   manufacturer    does  not  want 
protection  if  ho  can  get  it  ?     But  whether 
he  needs    protection    is    a   much    more 
pertineni  question.     We  have  a  report  in 
the    Blue    Pn>ok   from   the    Nonh'A\'est 
Provinces  which  states  that  the  .iverage 
profit   of  sugar  refiners  has  been   10  per 
cent.     I  am  tjuite  sure  there  are  a  good 
many  cotton  mills  in  Bombay  who  do  not 
earn   10  per  cent  over  a  series  of  years. 
Other  industries  can  be  found  iti  which 
the  need   is  greater  than  the  neea  of  the 
sugar  refiners,     In  the  opinion  of  many 
people  it  would  be   ten  thousand  times 
better  for  sugar  refiners  to  improve  their 
metliods,  both  as  regards  appliuucesand 
the  quality  of  the  cane  itself,  rather  than 
to   rely   on    the  advantage   of    counter-  i 
vailing  duties.      In  France  yevy  greatly 
improved  machinery  has    been   adopted 
during  the  last  ten  years.    From  a  return 
furnished  a  short  time  ago  I  find   that  in 
sixteen  years  the  number  of  factories  in 
France  has  been  reduccfi  by  20  per  cent.* 
the   number   of   workers   in   French    re- 
fineries   by    'Jo    per    cent,,    less  beet  is 
used  and  rather  less  coab  and  yet    n<it- 
withstanding  the  diminution  in  all   these 
respects  more  sugar  ig  being  turned  out 
every  year.      The    Indian  refiners    have 
already  the  advantage  of  a  protect  inn  of 
6  per  cent,  impn.^ed  lis  import  duty.  They 
have  that  protection    against   Mauritius 
and  Europe,  Init  they  .irii   not    satisfietl 
with  that  advantage.     After  an  e.vt ended 
experience    I    have    never    found  a  pro^ 
teeted    industry    to    be     aatij^Hed     with 
the  amount    of    protection    it    obtained. 
The  levying  of  countervaih'ng  duties  will 
yield   very    little    ituleed   to   the    Indian 
revenue,  but  the  consumer  will  \te  heanly 
penalised,  because  it  is  not  nrn-easonable  to 
expect  an  enhancement  rtot  only  in  the 
price  of  sugar  in   India  but  also  in  the  | 
price   of   other    productions.     It  is    also 
sought   to    justify   these    countervailing  | 


duties     because     of     the     condition    of 
Mauri  tins.     But  I  think  that  the  case  of 
Mauritius  wa.s  completely  given  away  by 
the  Keport  issued  a  short  time  ago,  which 
showed  that  there  was  no  injury  inflicted 
on  the  sugar  refining  industry,  but  that 
on  the  contrary  the  exports  into  India 
were  greater  in  weight  during  the  eleven 
months  ending  December,  I^IK'^,  than  ever 
they  had  been  before  duiing  any  preceding 
twelve  months.      And   in  point  of  value 
that  year  was  one  of  the  best  Mauritius 
ever  had.     1  notice  that  Mauritius  asks 
not    only    for   the    advantages    of    the 
countervailing   duties,  but   also   for   the 
remission    of    the    5    per   cent,    customs 
duty.     That  only  shows  thiit  Mauritius, 
like  the  rest   of   tis,  naturally  wants  to 
have  as  much  as  it  can  get.    The  counter- 
vailing duties  are  really  not  in  the  interest 
of  Free  Trade,     I  notice  they  are  very 
strorjgly  supported  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Central  Sheffield.    I  do  nut  think  that 
is  a  very  strong  argument  that  they  are 
favoiuiible  to  Free  Trade^  because   I  am 
quite  sure  the  hon.  Member  is  not  a  great 
lover  uf  Free  Tiade,     Import  duties  must 
be  for  revenue  or  protection.  These  duties 
ca  t m  o  1 1  »e  f o  r  re  \  e  n  ue   - b  ecause  th  e  a moii nt 
is  small,  and  the  Indian  Kcvemie  docs  not 
need  .issistiince  at  present  -but  they  arc 
for  protection.     Countervailing  duties  are 
as  far  removed  from  Free  Trstde  as  it  is 
possible  for  any  duty  to  be,  and   their 
eftect   is   exactly  opposite   to   the   effect 
looked  for  in  Free  Trade.     Their  effect 
will  be  torcstriet  international  trade»  and 
to  raise  prices  to    the    consumer,    evils 
which,   in  the  first  instance,  Free  Trade 
was  ilesigned    to  combat.      I    think   we 
will  all  agree  that    if  we  restrict  inter- 
national trade  we  will  lie  ini|miring  inter- 
national goodwill,  and    to  that  extent  we 
will  be  undoing  the  work  now  in  progress 
at   the  Hague,  which,  we   trust,  will  be 
beneficent  in   its  result.     By  the  prtssing 
of    such    legislatii»n  we  are  inflicting   a 
lasting  injury  on  Free  Trade,  because  it 
suggests  to  Protectionist  countries    that 
there  is  something    inherently   weak    in 
Free  Tnide  which  can  only  Iw  comliated 
by  countervailing  duties,  and  we  thereby 
postpone  the  a<l)ption  of  Free  Trade  else- 
where,    I  think  the  pr»liey  of  retaliation 
which  is  now  reeommonded  l\v  the  Govern- 
ment is  childish  in  the  extreme.     I  deny 
that  by  any  such   legislation  we  can  help 
Free  trade,     I    think,  on  the  contrary, 
Free  Trarle  is  helped  much  more  roiilly 
by  the  spectacle  of  a  great  and  prosperous 
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peo])lo  -  the  greatest  trading  nation  in  the 
world — standing  unflinchingly  by  Free 
Trade  as  by  a  sheet  anchor;  a  nation 
increiising  the  number  of  its  works,  and 
paying  l)etter  wages  to  its  workers.  That 
is  a  spectacle  which  is  likely  to  be  an 
object  lesson  to  other  nations  of  the 
earth,  and  which  must  ultimately  have 
eft'ect. 
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*Mr.  WYLIE  (Dumbartonshire) :  Iliad 

frven  notice  of  an  Amendment  to  the 
_  lotion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  to  the  eft'ect 
that— 

"In  the  interests  of  India  and  of  Free  Trade 
throughout  the  world  this  House  approves  of 
the  Indian  Tariff  Act,  1899,'* 

but  in  deference  to  the  request  of  my 
noble  friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Indijw  I  do  not  propose  to  move  it. 
Speaking  in  support  of  a  direct  negati\  c, 
I  hope,  however,  to  be  able  to  show  that 
this  Tai  iff  Act  is  not  only  in  the  interests 
of  India  bit  also  of  Free  Trade.  I  will 
begin  by  saying  that  I  am  a  thorough 
supporter  of  Free  Trade  in  its  widest 
sense.  With  Kuskin  1  would  like  to  see 
trade  amongst  the  nations  as  frank  and 
free  as  honesty  and  the  sea  winds  can 
make  it,  and  I  also  accept  his  definition  of 
Protection,  that  (among  other  pernicious 
functions)  it  endeavours  to  enable 
one  country  to  compete  with  another 
in  the  production  of  an  article  at 
a  disadvantage.  Now  in  the  pro 
duction  of  sugar  the  radical  question 
at  present  is  whether  European  countries 
with  beet  for  the  nource  of  production  or 
tropical  countries  with  cane  can  produce 
sugar  better  or  cheaper.  On  this  ground 
there  need  be  no  dubiety  whatever. 
Statistics  show  that  the  advantage  is 
altogether  with  the  tropical  countries. 
.Mr.  Martineau,  who  gives  a  series  of 
very  exhaustive  tabh;s  of  statistics 
in  connection  with  sugar  niainifac- 
ture,  has  come  to  the  conclusion 
that,  speaking  generally,  the  production 
of  ])eet  sugar  in  Knrope  costs  consider- 
ably more  than  £10  per  ton,  and  of  cane 
considerably  less  than  £9  per  ton, 
and  it  shouhl  be  reuKmibered  that 
biM»t  sugar  ha*<  been  enormously  sub- 
sidised l)y  State  ])rotecti(Mi,  ingeniously 
employed  so  as  to  diminish  the  cosl  of 
production,  while  cane  sugar  has  been 
subjected  to  the  beinunbing  influence  of 
a    system    which    ha^    repelled    capital, 

Mr,  W.  H,  HollamL 


because  no  capitalist  will  invest  money  in 
the  production  of  cane  sugar  when 
bounties  may  crush  the  industry  out 
altogether.  'Speaking  generally,  there- 
fore, if  a  Free  Trade  and  iiatund  policy 
prevailed,  tropical  countries  would 
send  to  Europe  their  supplies  of  sugar 
and  receive  in  return  manufactured 
articles  which  Europe  is  much  better  able 
to  supply.  Under  these  circumstances 
the  general  supporters  of  Free  Trade 
would  say  of  sugar,  as  Cobden  said  of 
corn  : 

'*  We  do  not  seek  Free  Trade  for  sngar 
primarily  liecause  we  wish  to  obtain  it  at  a 
chejiper  luoney  value,  but  because  we  require 
it  at  the  natural  price  of  the  world's  markets." 

This,  then,  is  the  general  aspect  of  the 
question  from  the  genuine  Free  Trade 
point  of  view.  But  several  countries  of 
Europe,  notal)ly  France  and  Grermany, 
have  entered  upon  a  gigantic  system  of 
protection,  fostering  sugar  by  enormous 
su])sidies  at  the  expense  of  their  other 
industries;  taking  large  tracts  of  cidti- 
vatcd  land  in  Europe  which  might  be 
much  better  applied  to  other  purposes, 
and  rendering  desolate  and  uncultivated 
vast  tracts  in  the  tropics  which  are  much 
better  fitted  for  its  production.  But  it 
may  be  asked  what  advantage  has  the 
British  Empire  derived  from  this 
protection,  maintained  at  so  much  cost 
and  sacrifice  by  Continental  coimtries. 
The  only  advantage  that  can  certainly  be 
asserted  is  that  we  have  got  cheaper  sugar. 
The  assertion  that  the  jam  and  confec- 
tionery tnules  ha^•e  been  created  by  it  is 
a  gross  exaggeration.  The  disadvantages 
not  at  first  apparent  more  than  counter- 
balances any  advantage  that  may  be 
o])tained.  It  has  supplanted  a  great  deal 
of  our  more  nutritious  products,  and  it  has 
almost  destroyed  the  sugar  industry  of  the 
West  Indies  ;  the  sugar  refining  industry 
and'  manufacture  of  sugar  refining  ma- 
chinery in  this  country.  L  pon  a  large  body 
of  working  men  throughout  the  country — 
in  London,  Liverpool,  and  Bristol,  and 
])articularly  in  (Treenock,  the  chief  centre 
of  the  sugar  refining  industry — it  has 
act(*d  with  a  i)eculiarly  baneful  effect. 
I  No  other  country  in  the  world  would  hav^e 
stood  (piietly  by  and  seen  its  flourishing 
'.  colonies  and  successful  industries  crushed 
\  out  by  an  iniquitous  system  of  protection 
when  it  had  the  means  ready  at  hand  to 
prevent  it.  The  same  process  has  l)egun 
in  India,  and  the  very  same  arguments 
and  assertions  are  being  applied  to  India 
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connectiun  with  the 
West  Irrdies  for  more  tlian  twenty  years, 
luitil  they  wore  pn>vefl  to  be  utterly 
fallauiougartd  inislmding  hy  tlie  inexT>ral>le 
logic  of  disastrous  experience.  Now,  letns 
examine  the  eiise  of  India  in  the  light 
of  this  ex[>enence.  The  sugar  industry 
of  India  is  one  of  its  most  prominent 
and  prod  table  industries.  It  covers  three 
million  acres,  anrl  in  the  language  of  the 
natives  is  to  other  tillage  as  the 
elephant  is  to  other  beasts.  It  cm 
ployii  two  milliotis  of  inhabitants,  and 
iU  annual  produce  is  worth  £:20,000,000. 
This  industry  has  been  sulijectcd  to  the 
baneftd  competition  of  protected  sugar. 
In  the  year  I  f<l*:J-3  the  importation  of  !H?et 
sugar  amounted  to  about  2^5,000  cwts., 
and  ^>r  the  nine  months  ending  Deeember, 
1897,  it  h;wl  increased  to  about  1,041,000 
cwts.,  alitmt  four  times  thatanH)unt.  And 
Bupposing  tlie  production  of  suicur  in  the 
East  Indies  were  rendered  as  tliliicult  jis 
it  has  been  in  the  West  Indies,  a  very 
important  industry  would  be  crushed  out 
of  the  country  altogether.  But  the 
Government  of  India  has  wisely  deter- 
mined not  to  loiik  quietly  on,  like  the 
mother  comitry,  but  has  restored  the  Wl- 
ance  to  ¥r^i^^  Trade  by  tlie  simple  ex- 
pedient of  injjx^sirig  countervailing  duties, 
In  thi«  count  IT  there  are  two  classes  who 
oppose  eounter^  ailing  duties  The  first 
class  recognise  the  juiitice  of  conntervaib 
ing  duties,  but  they  fear  they  will  not  stop 
until  they  end  in  a  system  of  Protection 
altogether.  But  they  may  Ije  assui-ed 
that  the  princi|ile8  of  Free  TraiJe  are  so 
thoroughly  understood  in  this  country 
that  countervailing  duties  will  fjofc 
be  pressed  further  than  is  necessary  to 
restore  an  absolutely  just  balance.  The 
other  class  believe  that  bounties  lienefit 
this  country »  and  that  it  does  not  matter 
for  anything  else.  Their  sentiment  is, 
'*  Perish  the  Indies^  East  and  \Ve«t,  as 
long  as  We  have  cheaper  sugar  and  more 
abun<lant  ionfeetions,"  But  the  poHcy  of 
countervailing  duties  is  steadily  commend- 
ing iuelf  to  the  common  sense  of  this  conn- 
try.  Ten  years  ago  pei4>le  would  have  been 
considered  rank  Proteetitmists  who  men- 
tioned iounter\aib'ng  duties.  Now,  I  am 
pleased  t<i  think,  not  only  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Glasgow,  but  those  of  L<»n- 
don.  Liverpool,  and  other  towns  have 
stilted  clearly  and  distinctly  that  they 
are  in  favour  of  countervailing  duties,  in 
order  to  give  this  country  a  fair  field  and 
no  favour.     As  a  member  of  the  Glasgow  1 


ChamlKU*  of  Commerce,  I  am  very  glad 
to  notice  the  growth  of  public  opinion  on 
this  subject.  Ten  years  ag<J  a  man  who 
hinted  at  countervailing  duties  would 
have  l>eeu  considered  a  rank  Protec- 
tionist. Now  the  general  feeling  of  the 
community  is  in  ff^vour  of  these  duties. 
I  may  state  that  countervailing  duties 
have  been  very  successfully  imposeii  in 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Australia, 
and  with  the  fuither  result  that  the 
Mauritius  bis  been  alile  to  send  to  them 
the  half  of  the  production  of  100,000  tons, 
the  other  half  going  In  India,  and 
that  under  this  system  of  Free  Trade 
these  eonntries  have  been  able  to  hold 
their  own  Xi^vy  successfully.  They  have 
not  only  supplied  their  own  communi- 
ties, Iriit  have  been  able  to  export  a 
\\tv\  considernlile  amount  of  sugar  to 
other  conn  tries.  The  Mauritius  htis  also 
Wen  in  the  same  position.  India 
has  been  xi^.ry  fc^rtunate  in  having 
at  its  seat  of  Gov  err  nn  en  t  statesmen  who 
have  had  the  courage  of  their  opinions. 
I  congratulate  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  of  State  f*>r  India  on  having 
encouraged  the  Indian  CTOvernment  to 
take  this  step.  He  has  wisely  resolved 
that  the  interests  of  India  shall  not  be 
sacrificed,  as  the  interests  of  a  large 
section  of  the  trade  of  this  country 
have  been,  by  an  in<iuit<jiis  system  of 
Pn^tection.  This  step,  which  marks 
a  new  departmre  in  the  commercial 
policy  of  the  British  I^mpire,  will  enable 
India  to  retain  a  splendid  industry 
within  her  domains.  In  approving  of  the 
action  of  the  Government  in  taking  this 
very  drastic  step,  I  venture  to  hope  that 
we  shall  give  our  approval  a  wider 
significance  than  that  which  attaches  to 
India  merely. 

*SrR  CBAKLE8  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton) :  I  am  glad  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity  of  taking  part  in  this  Debat/e, 
hecanse  I  entirely  agree  with  the  action 
of  the  Government  in  this  matter,  and  I 
should  not  like  to  give  a  vote  against 
a  five-line  whip  issued  by  my  own  front 
bench  without  showing  that  I  had  reasons 
for  so  doing.  I  have  listened  attentively 
to  all  the  sjjeechea  which  have  been  made, 
and  especially  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  fur  Wolver- 
iiamjiton.  W  hat  has  struck  me  most  in 
the  course  of  the  debate  has  been  the 
absence  of  any  reference  to  the  ancient 
history   of  the  question.     Twenty  years 
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ago  I  supported  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  present  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  in  moving  for  a  Select  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  whole  of  our  sugar 
industries  and  the  best  means  of  remedy- 
ing their  depression,  and  one  of  my  argu- 
ments then  was  that  for  years  one  Govern- 
ment after  another  had  Ijeen  denouncing 
these  bounties  and  had  been  taking  every 


nothing  to  do  with  (^aestions  of  that  kind,  and 

that  the  only  principle  which  we  were  to  go 

on  was  that  we  should  buy  in   the  cheapot 

I  market  and  sell  in  the  dearest.     If  that  is  so^ 

I  what  are  the  hon.  Member  for  Liskeard  and 

I  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 

'  University  of  London   to  say  of  the  conduct 

I  which  the  latter  and  his  colleagues  ha%*e  been 

pursuing  for  so  many  years — namely,  trying  to 

prevent    the   country   from    buying    in   the 

cheapest  market  b}'  endeavouring  to  indnoe 


step  in  their  power  but  the  v\^\\t  one  to  ojet  i  ^*^e  French  and  other  Goyemments  to  put  an 
_.-j  .r  .u *^rr.u„  _:-!..   K.  °  ri.....i.^rL.,  i  end  to  a  system  of 


rid  of  them.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  i 
the  Member  for  Wolverhampton  has 
twitted  the  members  of  the  Indian  Council 
with  being  no  longer  the  disciples  of 
various  statesmen,  and  amongst  others  he 
mentioned  Sir  Stafibrd  Northcote.  It 
struck  me,  however,  that  in  the  course  of 
the  Debate  on  the  motion  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Select  Committee  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote  had  expressed  himself  in  a  very 
different  manner.  I  have  the  report  of 
the  De])ate,  and  I  find  two  expressions  of 
Sir  Stafibrd  Xoithcote's  opinion.  One 
was  a  quotation  made  by  the  present 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  from  a 
speech  ])y  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  in  reply 
to  a  deputation  on  the  subject  of  the 
sugar  bounties.      This  is  what  he  said  : 

"He  knew  it  liad  been  saitl--«ometimes  he 
had  seen  it  put  strongly  in  tlie  journals — that 
if  foreign  countries  clioso  to  pay  l>ounties,  or 
anything  in  the  nature  of  bounties,  on  the 
sugar  which  they  ex}>orted,  and  thereby  sup- 
plied us  with  an  article  cheaper  than  it  would 
otherwise  be,  we  as  a  nation  had  nothing  to 
do  but  to  take  advantage  of  their  folly,  and 
that  we  need  not  trouble  ourselves  as  to  the 
effect  it  had  on  this  or  that  particular  trade. 
He  wished  to  say  that  he  entirely  dissented  i 
from  that  view.  He  did  not  think  that  we  \ 
ought  to  comfort  ourselves  with  arguments 
such  as  those.  In  general,  be  agreed  in  prin- 
ciple with  what  had  been  said  by  so  many 
there  present.  He  agreed  with  what  had  been 
80  well  said  by  Mr.  Sampson  Lloyd,  that  we 
ought  not  by  any  legislative  enactment  to 
interfere  to  prevent  other  countries  making 
use  of  their  natural  advantages  to  supplj'  us 
with  the  products  which  they  could  supply 
more  advantageously  than  we  could.  Hut 
that  principle  did  not  apply  to  a  case  in  which 
by  legislative  action  on  the  part  of  a  foreign 
Groverninent,  by  any  artificial  a<;ti(>n  on  their 
part,  they  could  suT»])ly  us  with  an  article 
which,  if  things  weie  left  to  their  natural  ' 
courses,  we  could  supply  as  cheaply,  or  more  j 
cheaply,  ourselves." 

That  Wiis  the  teaching  of  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote.  Again  Sir  Stafford  Northcote 
in  the  course  of  that  Debate,  answering 
the  right  hon  Gentleman  the  present 
Member  for  Bodmin,  said  : 

"The    hon.    Member     for     Liskeard    (Mr 
Courtney)  laid  down  the  doctrine  tliat  we  had 

Sir  Cluirles  Cameron. 


rently    productive 
country  ?  " 


bounties  which  was  *ppt' 
of     advantage     to    Uus 


i  I  do  not  wish  to  weary  the  House  with 
I  quotations  from  Adam  Smith  and 
j  Kicardo  ;  I  will  confine  myself  to  one  or 
:  two  of  the  authorities  quoted  by  the  right 
I  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton. Cobden  was  mentioned,  but 
i  here  is  Cobden's  teaching  on  the  sub- 
j  ject : 

*  *  We  do  not  seek  Free  Trade  in  corn  primarily 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  it  at  a  chea^ 
money  rate ;  we  require  it  at  the  natural  pnee 
of  the  world's  market ;  whether  it  b&comes 
dearer  with  Free  Trade,  or  whether  it  beoomes 
cheaper  it  matters  not  to  us,  provided  the 
people  of  this  country  have  it  at  its  natmal 
price,  and  every  source  of  supply  is  freely  open 
as  Nature  and  Nature's  God  idtended  it  to  be; 
then,  and  then  only,  shall  we  be  satisfied." 

Mr.  Gladstone  also  was  most  emphatic  od 
the  subject,  and  1  adhere  to  the  teaching 
of  Mr.  Gladstone.  What  did  Mr.  Glacf 
stone  say  in  1866  when  he  was  speaking 
of  the  Sugar  Convention  of  1864  for  the 
Abolition  of  Bounties  ?     He  said  : 

**  Her  Majesty's  Government  could  not  but 
perceive  that  that  would  be  a  beneficial 
arrangement,  beneficial  alike  to  impoiters, 
refiners,  and  consumers." 

Returning  to  the  matter  in  1879,  he 
wrote  a  letter  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman will  find  in  the  repoit  of  the 
Select  Committee.      It  runs  as  follows  : 

"  If,  as  I  understand,  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  continne  unaltered  I  think  that  both 
the  trader  and  the  workman  engaged  in  the 
business  of  refining  ftuj^ar  have  great  reason  to 
complain  My  desire  is  that  the  British  con- 
sumer should  have  both  sugar  and  every  other 
commodity  at  the  lowest  ponsible  price  at 
which  it  can  be  procured  without  arbitrary 
favour  to  any  of  those  engaged  in  the  competi- 
tion ;  but  I  cannot  regani  with  favour  any 
cheapness  which  is  produced  by  means  of  the 
concealed  subsidies  of  a  foreign  State  to  a 
particular  industry,  and  which  has  the  effect 
of  crippling  and  distresHing  capiUiliAts  and 
workmen  engaged  in  a  lawful  branch  of 
British  trade.^ 


1281 


Indian  Tarijf 


i 


I 


I 


I 


And  again : 

^  *'  If  they  were  bouml  to  oliserve  tlie  prin- 
ciples of  equity  towards  fiireij^Ti  countries,  they 
were  bound  to  obi*eTve  t'le  [irinciples  of  enuii  j 
towards  their  own  suhjectj*  ....  and  not 
to  suffer  tlietii  to  l>o  crushed  by  the  competition 
of  thotse  who  vvere  sustained  hy  the  long  purse 
of  a  foreij^n  Government. " 

These  are  the  teachings  of  Mr.  Gladstone, 
and  they  entirely  endorse  the  step  which 
is  now  being  taken.  I  give  the  present 
Oovornnient  great  credit  for  having  at 
last  taken  one  effectivje  step  in  this  matter 
in  one  imfwrtant  part  of  the  Empire.  1 
intend  to  support  them,  because  I  think 
that  this  new  bounty  i^  giving  practical 
effect  to  what  has  for  forty  years  been 
the  theoretical  policyof  tsuecessive  Govern- 
ments, Well,  Sir,  when  the  Select  Com- 
mittee was  appointetl  it  expressly  denied 
that  countervailing  duties  were  any  in- 
fraction of  Free  Trade.  To  quote  the 
exact  words  of  the  Report,  it  was  not 
"in  any  sense  of  tlie  term  Protection." 
If  wo  asked  for  Protection,  we  shoidd 
ask  that  the  (hity  should  be  imposed 
against  all  imported  sugar,  whether  in 
bounty 'fed  States  or  not.  If  we  asked  for 
reciprocity,  we  should  Jisk  that  a  duty 
should  Im3  imposi*d  on  the  sugar  of  any 
8t44te  that  imposed  a  duty  on  us. 
But  we  do  not  ask  for  anything 
of  the  sort.  We  say  it  is  a  eapital 
thing  to  give  bounties  and  to  give  a« 
many  iM^uniies  as  yon  like;  but  we  iisk 
Government  to  iivtercept  them  for  the 
benefit  of  the  State,  and  prevent  them 
l>oing  utilised  for  the  purpose  of  crushing 
any  particular  industry.  That,  I  think, 
is  a  legitimate  step  to'  lake.  The  Select 
Committee  would  have  recummendiHl 
countervailing  duties  hatl  it  not  been 
that  evidence  had  been  given  by  Mr. 
Kennedy  that  the  imposition  of 
countervailing  duties  wi>n!fl  interfere 
with  the  most  favoured  nation  clause  in 
aome  of  our  treaties.  Well,  Sir,  I  don't 
believe  it  would.  I  have  seen  a  most 
elaborate  opinion  of  Mr.  Sheldon  Amos,  a 
most  eminent  lawyer,  pointing  out  that 
the  extict  contrary  w«iuld  l>e  the  ettect. 
But  the  fact  is,  that  the  system  of 
cotmtervailing  duties  is  already  a 
chamcteristic  of  our  fiscal  arrange- 
ments. The  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  mentioned  the  ct^^e  of  spirits,  and 
read  an  article  from  the  French  Treaty 
which  showed  that  they  had  l>een  ex- 
pressly imposed  as  acountervaih'ng  duty. 
But,  »Sir,  that  is  not  a  solitary  instance.  I 
have  in  my  hand  a  report  of  the  Commis- 


sion on  Customs,  and  if  any  hoth  (xentle- 
man  will  take  the  trouble  to  look  on 
pages  IS  and  23  of  that  document  he  will 
be  aide  to  confirm  what  I  say.  Not  only 
have  you  countervailing  <Uities  levied  in 
tht-^  case  of  spirits,  but  also  in  the  case  of 
home  manufactured  tobacco  as  against 
foreign  manufactured  tobacco ;  in  the 
case  of  cigars  manufac tared  in  this  country 
as  against  foreign  manufactured  cigars, 
and  in  the  case  of  chicory  as  against  im- 
ported chicory.  But  it  may  be  said  that 
all  these  are  aiticle^  that  bring  in  con- 
siderable  sums  to  the  Revenue.  I  want  to 
show  that  these  countervailing  duties  are 
imposed  absolutely  irresjiective  of  any 
considerations  of  revenue.  Let  us  take 
the  case  of  chloroform.  Chlomform  and 
ether  arc  anaisthetits  which  relieve  an 
enormous  amount  of  human  sutfering.  If 
in  anything  it  was  desiiable  to  have  free 
trade  surely  it  is  desiral»l<j  that  you  should 
have  it  in  the  ease  of  chloroform,  so  that 
it  may  be  supplied  at  the  cheapest 
possible  price  for  use  in  your  hos- 
pitals and  other  institutions.  But 
chloroform  atid  <.*ther  require  alcohol  in 
thinr  preparation,  and  these  are  articles 
which  are  enormously  taxed.  In  the 
Cape,  for  instance,  there  is  no  tax  on 
alcohol,  and  if  you  allowed  free  tnide  in 
these  articles  you  would  have  chloi'oform 
and  ethiT  sent  to  this  country  in  such  a 
way  as  to  cut  out  altogether  home  manu- 
facture. You  clap  on  3s.  Id.  per  lb,  on 
chloroform,  and  you  clap  on  £1  Ga.  2d, 
per  gallon  on  sulphuric  ether.  Do  you 
know  what  is  got  out  of  this  surtjix  t 
3s.  Id.  per  lb.  levieti  on  imported  chloro- 
form  brings  in  a  giess  revenue  of  £12  a 
year,  ami  sulphuric  ether  at  £1  *3s.  2d. 
per  gallon  brings  in  a  gioss  revenue  of 
£7.  Collodion  is  another  article  in  the 
same  p<Jsition.  You  tax  it  to  the  extent 
of  £1  Os.  5d,  jK^r  gallon.  That  lirings  in 
£\2  a  year.  Io<lifle  of  ethyl  is  taxe<l  at  the 
rate  of  13s.  7d.  per  gallon,  and  floes  not 
bring  in  a  halfpenny  to  the  Revenue ;  the 
duty,  in  fact,  is  abscjlutely  prohibitive. 
Take  an  article  in  general  tise,  namely, 
soap.  Surely  there  can  be  no  particular 
reason  for  taxing  soap.  Cleanliness  is 
next  to  gtxiliness,  and  it  is  most  desirable 
that  people  in  this  country  ahciuld  have 
free  choice  of  any  8r»ap  that  suits  their 
taste  or  skin.  Well,  Sir,  we  levy  a  tax 
on  transparent  soap,  in  the  manufacture 
of  which  spirit  is  used,  of  3d,  per  lb. 
With  what  result ;  That  we  get  a  gross 
revenue     of     £1H.      In     oonfeetionery 
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in  the  manufacture  of  which  spirit  has 
been  used  we  levy  a  countervailing  duty 
of  id.  per  lb. ;  this  brings  in  £488  a  year. 
On  confectionery  containing  not  more 
than  50  per  cent,  of  chocolate  the  amount 
brought  into  the  Revenue  is  X59  a  year. 
We  levy  another  countervailing  duty 
upon  sweets  in  the  manufacture  of  which 
chocolate  and  spirit  have  been  used, 
which  brings  in  £153  a  year.  Now,  Sir, 
I  have  given  a  list  of  items  which  you 
will  find  in  the  Report  of  the  Customs 
Commission,  which  ainmdantly  proves 
that  these  countervailing  duties  are 
alreiuiy  part  of  our  fiscal  system  and  are 
levied  by  us  altogether  independently  of 
revenue  considerations.  This  country 
has  been  too  long  shilly-shallying  in  the 


in   the  same  manner  and   to    the 
effect,  I  diflfer  from  my  noble  friend,  and 
I  will  venture  to  say  that  it  is  from  w«it 
i  of  appreciation  of  the  fundamental  £•- 
I  tinction  between  the  operation  of  bountiei 
I  and   protective    duties    that    my   noble 
I  friend  has  failed  in  establishing  the  eon- 
j  elusion  he  submitted.     Both  bounties  and 
protective  duties  do  interfere   with  the 
I  natural     course     of     trade ;     both     are 
I  hostile  to  the  principle  of   Free  Trader 
I  but  they  operate  in  a  very  distinct  and 
I  different  way.      A  bounty  is  something 
which  the  Government  or  nation  paying 
it  imposes  upon  itself,  but  other  countriei 
dealing   with   that  nation   in   the    com- 
modity in  respect  of  which  the  bounty  ia 
given  are  primarily  benefited  by  it.     A 


matter,  and  "  letting  I  dare  not  wait  i  protective  duty,  on  the  other  hand,  faiU 
upon  I  would."  At  last  the  Government  |  entirely  to  benefit  the  country  which 
has  taken  a  practical  step.  The  right  j  imposes  it  or  the  country  hit  by  it.  It 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the  !  punishes  both,  whereas  a  bounty  is 
Board   of   Trade  is  one  of   the   original  |  a    punishment    on    the    country    which 


apostles  of  the  movement,  and  the  right 

hon.    Gentleman   the   Member  for  A\est 

Birmingham    is   a   convert 

with    such    an     array     of 

men      in    the  Government 

to     see    that    they    have 

their  hands  to  the  plough  in 


imposes   it    and   a  benefit  to   all   oth» 
countries.     A  good  deal  has  been  said  to- 
night about    our  past  experience.     My 
.  I  hon.  friend  the  iMember  for   Bridgeton 
am  glad  ^  (Sir    C.     Cameron)     congratulated     the 
last    put  1  Government  on  having  taken  an  action 
the  case  of  ' 


to    it  now 
anti-bounty 
I 
at 


which,    if   it  hfid   been  taken  earlier  in 
a  similar  and  analogous  manner,  would 


India,  and  I  trust  that  the  example  they    «  «..„„„.   «...*  t> »       - 

have  set  with  regard  to  that  country  will  I  i^ave  relieved  us  of  much  from  which  we 
be  followed  by  the  adoption  of  something  ]  i^ave  suffered.  The  hon.  Member  for 
like  a  definite  policy  in  our  own  country  ]  Dumbarton  proceeded  in  the  same  way 
in  onler  to   put   an    end   to   a   mischief    to  refer  to  the  action  of  the  past  as  having 


imposed  losses  upon  this  country.  There 
are  many  leasons  why  we  have  attem{)ted 
to  get  nations  to  do  away  with  bounties ; 
])ut  the  action  in  the  past,  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Dumbarton  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bridgeton  referred,  so 


which    statesmen   for   the   last  40  years 
have  deplored  and  protested  against. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall,  Bodmin): 
At  this  time  of  night  it  is  necessary  to 

speak  within   rather  strict  limits,  and  I  ^ 

will,  therefore,  l>e  as  brief  as  possible.  I  I  far  from  being  a  l)urden  to  this  country, 
have  heard  with  a  great  deal  of  admira- |  has  been,  m  fact,  pnmanly  and  pnnci- 
tion  the  veiy  able  speech  of  my  noble  I  pally  a  benefit  to  it.  Anyone  who  fails 
friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  to  understand  that  this  country  has  been 
It  had  the  merit,  if'l  may  say  so,  of  being  |  benefited  by  the  reception  of  cheap  sugar 
a  resolute  attemi)t  to  grapple  with  all  the  |  altogether  fails  to  understand  the  theory 
elements  of  the  prol)lem.     It  was  a  good,  I  of   Free  Trade.      My  hon.   and  jgallant 


thorough  argument,  addressed  to  the 
action  which  the  Government  have  taken, 
and  if  any  good  argunu^nt  can  prove  the 
excellence  of  their  conduct  in  instigating 
and  supporting  what  has  been  done  at 
Calcutta,  my  noble  friend's  speech  ought 
to  do  it.  He  began  by  laying  down  the 
principle  that  bounties  and  protective 
duties  are  alike  hostile  to  Free  Trade. 
That  they  are  both  hostile  to  Free  Trade 
I  at  once  admit,  but  if  the  word  "alike" 
means  that  they  are  hostile  to  Free  Trade 

Sir  Ckirks  Cameron. 


Trade.      My  hon.   and 
friend     the    Member     for     Sheffield    is 
strongly  opposed  to  Free  Trade  in  every 
fashion. 


Sir    HOWARD 
present  Free  Trade. 


VINCENT  :      Our 


Mr.  COURTNEY;  He  is  consistent 
enough  in  rejoicing  over  this  attack  on 
bounties  as  an  attack  on  the  benefits  we 
have  enjoyed  in  the  past.  The  bringing 
into    a    country  of  a  commodity  at  a 


I 


I 
I 


cheaper    rate    necessarily    displaces,    as  i 
every  improvement  in  production   must  I 
displace,    some   proviouii    pnj^lucer,   and  I 
those  who  fail  to  understand  that  have 
never   really  grasped  what   Free   Trade  | 
means.     The  whole  progress  of  improve- 
ment implies  a  loss  imposed  upon  someone 
who   up  to  that  point  has  been  engaged 
in  the  production   of   the  commodity  in 
respect  of  which  the  im  pro  vomen  t  is  effected. 
But  because  we  as  a  country  have  benefited 
by    the    introduction     of     cheap    sugar 
through  other  eountnes  giving  bounties 
in  regard  thereto,  it  does  not  at  nil  follow 
that  we  should  go  and  approve  of  bounties 
everywhere,  and   try  to   liolster   up  and 
maintain   them.      If  we  get  sugar  at   a 
cheaper  rate,  someone  who  has   hithcito 
supplied    it    must    be    hurt.       It    is    a 
necessary   consequence   of    every    move- 
ment in  favour  of  Free  Trade,  anrl  those 
who   object   to  cheap   sugar   ought   and 
must  object  to  cheap  corn.     My  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  says,  quite  rightly  from  his 
point  of  view,  that  cheap  corn  interferes 
with     the      agneulturiHtii,     cheap     Hour 
interferes  with    the  miller,   cheap    breml 
interferes   with    the  Uiker— they  are  all 
interfered  with,  and  therefore  the  nation 
suffers.     Sir.  the  nation  woidd  l*e  bene- 
fitted    if     twopenny     loaves     could    be 
showered  down  fnmi  heaven,     My  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  would  then  look  up  to 
the   skies  and  say  :  *'  This   is    an   inter- 
ference  to   trade.      Really   you   are  de- 
stroying the  trade  of    the  agriculturists, 
and    interfering    with     the    miller    and 
the  baker.     The  whole  process  of  trade 
is  interfered  with  because  the  brea<leomes 
with    the   frGQ    bounty    of    heaven,    and 
therefore   it  is  ^^Tong/'     The  process  in 
itselfj  the   process  of  cheapening  a  com- 
modity   through     l>ounties,    is    only    a 
minor  illustration  ftf  the  great  process  of 
cheax^ening   every  comnuj<lity    which  we 
can  get  cheapene<J  through  the  free  course 
of    traiie.      This    is   true    of    our    own 
country  ;  it  is  true  also  of  India.     If   it 
is  true   that    we    should    be    bonofited, 
even  though  farmers    and   agriculturistfl 
and  landowners  may  pay  the  penalty  as 
they  do,  so  also  will  it  be  true  of  India, 
that  if  the  Indian  population  receive  a 
commtjdity  which  they  want,  they  will  be 
benefited    by    the    intrfxluction    of    the 
commodity  at  a  chciiper  rate.     It  may  be 
said  that  we  have  to  regard  other  things 
ji  India,     But  even  if  we,  take  in  the 
of    Mauritius,    which    I   think   we 
light  not  to  do  in  considcri.i-  Ine  miX-^r 
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of  India  alone^tf  we  could  bring  Mauri- 
%m&  and  lay  italongsitkj  of  India,  making 
it  a  part  or  province  of  India,  under  the 
siirae  government,  the  fact  that  the  sug«T.r 
trade  of  Mauritius  woultl  bo  injured  by 
the  intrixluction  of  sugar  at  a  cheaper 
rate  would  not  l>e  an  argument  in  ffivour 
of  the  Governmejit's  policy,  I  have 
allowed  that  l)ounties  iire  an  interference 
with  Free  Trade,  arrd  I  am  quite  wiUing 
to  allow,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Glarf 
stone,  that  we  cannot  regard  bountiea 
\^ith  favour.  We  louk  upon  them  with 
disfavour — not  in  a  national  interest,  but' 
in  a  cosmopolitan  interest.  If  you  are  a 
lover  of  the  world  at  large,  you  see  that 
bounties  do  interfere  with  the  free  course 
of  trade  ;  that  they  are  a  penalty  paid  by 
another  nation  for  your  benefit,  ^vhich  must 
injure  that  other  nation,  and  which  in  a 
minor  and  secondary  degree  injtu*os  you. 
In  a  cosmopolitan  interest  you  would 
desire  to  do  away  with  bounties ;  in  an 
altruistic  spirit  for  the  l)eneht  of  other 
nations,  we  should  get  them  to  do  all  we 
could  to  remove  bounties. 


Sir 
hear ! 


HOWAED     VINCENT:    Hear, 


Mr.   COURTNEY:    But  not  in   the 
spirit  of  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend,  who 
I  am  afraid  really  does  not  understand 
the    very    elements     of    the     problem. 
If   we    get    this    pernicious    system    of 
bounties  removed  we  do  it  at  a  cost  to 
ourselves.     We  make  some  little  sacrifice 
in  the  attempt  to  get  other  countries  to 
follow  a  Free  Trade  policy  in  this  matter, 
and  as  a  practical  question  we  are  bound 
to  consider  that  circumstance  with  any 
action    we    may    take.       Get     bounties 
removed    if    you    can.     But    how  1     In 
what     measure  I       By     what     means  1 
These  are  practical  questions,  wdiich  must 
be    considered    before    taking    practical 
action*     In  order  to  consider  every  one 
of  them   successfully   we   must   bear  in 
mind  the  primary  fact  that,  as  far  as  we 
are    concerned,    a     nation     not     giving 
bounties,    we     are     benefited    and    not 
injured  by  them.     Now,  in  attempting  to 
get  rid  of  bounties  what  things  are  to  be 
considered  ?       It   is   admitted    that  im- 
posing these  retaliatory  duties  is  a  grave 
matter,  and   it  ought    not    to    be  done 
unless  there   is  some  considerable  inter- 
ruption  ^f   Free  Trade   on   the   part  of 
other  'cople,  requiring  an  nefciot    which 
U  a  voluntary  self-tuciitici  ig  Le.i  n    in- 
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volving    some    loss,   on  our    part.     We 
ought  also,  before  resorting  to  a  method 
of  removing  the  evil,  to  be  sure  that  we 
should  not  produce  a  greater  evil.       If 
authority  goes  for  anything,  the  authority 
of  our  greatest   predecessors  is  against 
making  the  attempt  by  duties  on  our  part 
to   counteract  the  advantages  which  we 
may  receive  from  the  unwisdom,  or  even 
the  tyranny,  of  other  people.    Our  great 
predecessors  have  refused,  practically,  to 
put  on  these  duties  to  defeat   bounties. 
They  have  done  more.     In  a  case  which 
appears  to  nie   to   api)eal   to  our  moral 
sense  in  a  far  higher  degree  than  these 
bounties  do,  our  great    predecessors  in 
fiscal    legislation   absolutely   refused    to 
make  any  discrimination   in   our  duties 
which   were    urged   as    being  likely   to 
operate  in  the  cure  of  a  great  national 
wrong.     I  am  referring  to  the  question  of 
slave  labour.     If  ever  there  was  a  reason 
for  appealing   to  the   conscience  of    the 
nation  that  reason  would  be  found  in  the 
fact  that  we  were  receiving  sugar  from 
countries  produced   under  conditions   of 
slave  labour,  which  caused  it  to  be  cheaper 
than  it  would  have  been  had  it  been  pro- 
duced by  free  labour,  and  that  we  ought, 
by  imposing  adiflerential  duty,  to  negative 
the  advantage  which  slave-owning  coun- 
tries enjoyed  from  the  existence  of  slavery. 
But  Sir  Robert  Peel,  Lord  John  Russell, 
Mr.   Cobden,   and    Mr.   Bright — not  in- 
ferior in   morality  to  any  of  us — strenu- 
ously    refused     to     make      any     such 
discrimination  ;  and  it  appears  now  that 
practically  they  were  right,  because  slave- 
labour  is  not  cheaper  than  free  labour, 
and  this  discrimination  would  not  have 
corresponded  to  a  real  difference  in  the 
cost  to  the  country.     If  these  statesmen 
refused  to  do  it  in  that  case,  they  certainly 
would  refuse  to  do  it  in  order  to  counter- 
act   a    l>ounty  which  is  put  on  by  the 
free    action     of     other    countries.       In 
fact     we     know     that    they    did    de- 
liberately    refuse     to    put    on     these 
retaliatory   duties.     The  main   principle 
which  is  "suggested    by   the    analogy  to 
which  I  have  referrecl  "is  that  you  really 
cannot     measure    the     practical     effect 
on  the  price  of  a  commodity  of  a  bounty 
put  on  by  another  country.     I  know  it 
will  Ikj  said  that  our  sugar  trade  is  domi- 
nated now  by  bounties  ;  that  it  is  bounties 
and  bounties  ah  me  which  cause  the  sup- 
plies to  come  from  certain  countries ;  and 
my  noble  friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  said  in  his  speech  that  it  is  proved 
Mr,  Cowriney, 


that  cane  sugar  can  compete,  if  the  temii 
are  equal,  with  beet  sugar.     I  renture  to 
say  no — not  meaning  that  it  could  not  so 
compete,  which  I  think  is  an  unproved 
question — but  meaning   that  it  has   not 
been    proved    that  cane  sugar  could  on 
equal    terms    compete   with  beet  sugar. 
Therefore,  in  attempting  to  discriminate 
and  measure  the  compensating  duty  you 
might  altogether  fail  in  securing  the  effect 
you  want.     What  is  the  case.     We  get  a 
good  deal  of  our  sugar   from  Germany 
and  France.     The  bounty  granted  varies 
from  XI  5s.  to  X2  per  ton.     What  was 
the  argument  of  the  West  Indies  Com- 
missioners on  that  point  ?     We  have  it  in 
their  report  that  the  difference  was  not 
enough  to  restore  the  sugar  industry  in 
the    greater  jmrt   of    the    West    Indian 
islands,  although  it  would  be    sufficient 
here  and  there ;  in  other  words,  that  cane 
sugar  could  not  compete  with  beet  in  the 
greater  part  of  the  West  Indian  islands, 
even  if  the  bounty  were  nullified,  and  that 
the  attempt  to  make   that    nullification 
would  be  vain,  if  you  thought  thereby 
to  restore  the  j)rosperity  of  the    West 
Indies.     About  a  week  ago  I  got  another 
illustration,  which  seemed  to  me  to  be  so 
remarkable  that  I  venture  to  repeat  it^ 
because  I  think  the  House  will  bo  struck 
by  its  cogency.     I  met  a  most  intelligent 
Danish  gentleman,  and  began  to  talk  to 
him    about    the    Danish    West     Indian 
Islands,  and  al)out    their  circumstances, 
their  social  condition,  their  trade,  and  at 
last  I  said,   "  I  suppose  you  get  a  good 
deal  of  sugar  from  them  ? "     "  Oh,  no,  we 
do  not,"  he  wiid.     "  We  do  not  get  any 
sugar  at  all  from  them  now ;  we  used  to 
get  sugar  fn>m  them."    ^^^lere  do  you'get 
your  sucar  from,"  I  asked.     "  Oh,  we  get 
it  entirely  from  our  own  beet."     "  I  sup- 
pose there  is  some  difference  in  duty  ?  "  I 
said.     "  No,  not  at  all.     The  rate  of  duty 
which  we  pay  on  sugar  in  Denmark  is  the 
same  whether  it  comes  from  cane  or  from 
beet."    Beet  sugar  without  any  bounty  in 
Denmark  has  lu'aten  cane.     That  is  m  a 
very  large  measure  l>ecause  with  the  beet 
industry  you  have  much  more  capable, 
]  industrious,  and  energetic  employers,  men 
I  working  their  own  estate  on  the  spot,  and 
I  not  working  through  inferior  lalwur.    You 
'  have   the    greatest   ingenuity,    and  you 
I  have  what   is  more  than  anything  else, 
such  a  development  in  the  application  of 
I  the  by-products  that  the  cost  of  the  pro- 
!  duction  of    the    sugar    is    very     much 
j  diminished.     So    that  if  you  think  that 
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minifying  the  bounties  will  fully  re- 1 
establish  trade,  you  will  altogether  fail.  I  | 
have  said  that  I  myseli  would  ho  very 
glad  to  see  bounties  abolished,  if  I  could 
purge  the  mental  confusion  of  foreign  legis- 
lators, if  I  could  cure  them  of  what  is  worse 
than  mental  confusion — the  international 
jealoiHV  which  underlies  all  this  stealing 
of  trade  from  one  another.  But  my  main 
objection  to  this  plan  of  retaliatory  duties 
is  that,  instead  of  curing  the  root  of  the 
e\il.  yoti  intensify  it.  Yon  make  foreign 
legislatures  think  that  what  thuy  have 
been  doing  is  a  good  things  that  you  are 
injured  by  it,  and  therefore  they  must 
gain  ;  and  so  they  go  on  in  the  course 
they  have  taken  After  all,  it  deals  with 
a  very  small  matter  ;  it  deals  with  it  in  a 
way  you  cannot  measure  and  accurately 
compensate,  and  instead  of  curing  foreign 
nations  of  the  evil  system,  you  will  go  on 
making  them  more  inveterate  in  it.  But 
I  nnist  protest  against  the  suggestion 
which  hns  been  made  by  the  hon.  Nlember 
for  iHunharton,  and  by  my  noble  friend 
the  iSecretary  of  State,  that  the  agricul- 
tural industry  is  entirely  ruined  by  this 
supposed  interference  with  the  cultivation 
of  sugar.  Out  of  the  whole  230,000,000 
acres,  only  1|  per  cent,  were  under  sugar. 
What  would  be  the  effect  in  India,  even 
ii  the  vvhole  were  to  go  1  The  Indians 
would  be  better  off,  and  would  cultivate 
some  other  commodity.  Those  who  think 
they  would  not  be  better  off  are  of  the 
opinion  that  we  are  not  better  off  through 
cheap  sugar  and  cheap  corn.  Then  there 
is  the  political  as  well  as  the  economical 
question  to  be  considered.  It  may,  and 
probably  will,  be  sjiid  that  my  speech  on 
the  whole  has  been  that  of  a  complete 
doctrinaire,  but  that  is  always  said  when 
the  argimients  cannot  be  disproved.  I 
have  never  looked  upon  this  question  as 
one  which  coidd  bo  solved  by  considera- 
tions of  Free  Trade  alone.  I  recall 
the  case  of  the  cotton  duties,  not  the 
ootton  duties  which  were  dealt  with  by 
my  right  hon.  friend  opposite  three  or 
four  yejirs  ago,  but  the  agitation  of  some 
twenty  years  ago,  when  my  lamented 
friend  ^Ir.  Fawcott  md  myself  were  in 
the  House  together,  and  when  Lancashire 
Members  were  making  an  eager  attempt 
to  get  rid  of  the  cotton  duties  in  India. 
Wo  were  persuaded  like  the  Members  for 
Lancashire  that  the  cotton  duties  were 
bad  for  the  people  of  India  ;  but  we  were 
neither  of  us  very  keen  in  the  agitation, 
because  we  felt  that  it  carried  au  ugly 


look  to  the  people  of  India,  that 
apparently  it  would  be  sacrificing  India 
to  Lancashire.  In  the  government  of 
India  you  must  have  respect  to  the  pre- 
judices— or  the  errors,  if  you  like  to  call 
them  so— of  the  people  you  are  governing. 
If  you  are  attempting  to  force  upon  India, 
as  we  were  then,  the  abolition  of  the 
cotton  duties,  in  the  face  of  the  opposition 
of  the  Government  of  India,  and  in  the 
face  of  the  general  opinion  of  India,  you 
are  engaged  in  a  dangerous  enterprise, 
against  which  a  good  deal  may  be  said, 
and  which  ought  to  be  approached  with 
very  great  caution.  But  in  this  case  we 
are  really  not  fighting  for  England.  We 
are  approaching  the  matter  from  the 
point  of  view  of  India  alone.  England 
has  nothing  in  the  world  to  do  with  it. 
It  is  from  the  p<unt  of  view  of  India 
alone  that  we  are  urging  the  impropriety 
of  this  interposition  which  has  been 
sanctioned  by  the  Government  1  know 
it  liiay  be  said  that  the  Council  is  unani- 
moujsly  in  favour  of  those  duties.  Yes. 
But  the  same  Council,  miiuis  the 
Head,  was  tinanimously  against  them 
lasL  year.  They  have  changed  in 
the  meantime  owing  to  superior  infor- 
mation, and  the  fact  that  a  change  had 
been  made  in  the  Govcrnor-CTeoerab  I 
will  not  use  the  word  which  the 
hon,  Meml>er  for  Cardiff  applied  to  mem- 
liei's  of  the  Council  in  this  connection, 
but  I  think  that  this  fjuestion  precipitates 
the  l>ringing  forward  of  the  grave  question 
which  we  will  have  one  day  to  consider, 
and  which  I  ventured  to  suggest  a  few 
months  ago  would  t^oon  have  to  bo  con- 
sidered, viz.,  the  composition  of  and 
character  of  the  Governing  Council  itself. 
Under  its  present  organisation  you  cannot 
have  those  elements  of  independence 
which  are  most  (h'sirable  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  India,  This  train  of  thought 
was  pressed  upon  mo  most  forcibly  quite 
recently  in  reading  the  "  Letters  and 
Papers  of  Sir  Kob<'rt  Peel.*'  When  Lord 
Ellenborough  went  out  to  India,  Sir 
Robert  Pee!  had  his  doubts  about  the 
wisdom  and  prndcncc  of  t!iat  great 
Governor  -  General,  ami  communicated 
them  to  the  Duke  of  Wellingtun,  saying— 

'*  I  think  the  Ccmacil  had   Ijetter  keep  him 
in  onler/' 

But  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  in  a  note 
which  I  commend  to  the  House,  said — 

**  Oh,  no,  no  !   Tito  Council  are  no  use  in  this 
regiwtl.    They  are  gentlcnien  who  have  served 
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in  India,  nioHt  of  tliem,  for  twelve  years  or  '  I  think  I  shall  not  shock  my  right  hon. 
more ;  they  have  been  trained  in  offices  ;  they  !  frienfj  jf  J  gay  that  sometimes  his  speeches 
have  gone  t'''-<«Kh  an   India.,    career  ^^n^    I  irritotion  to  his  friends.  That 

leads  them  always  to  look  up  to  the  Head  ol  ,  .  i       !•«•       r  ^i^         ^t^  ^ 

the  Government,  and  you  will  find  that  a  ,  is  not  because  he  difleri  from  them,  that 
Governor-General  —  especially  one  who  luwl  i  is  not  because  he  is  a  Candid  friend, 
been  at  the  Board  of  Control  and  mmle  Indian  ,  because  I  can  assure  him  he  occupies  that 

li^'i^Toui;:!  hut;!"  """  ""  '""'""  """  \  r^'°'?  ^°  admirably  that  the  (jniomst 
^  I  Party  is    proud    to    have    so    conspicu- 

We  sent  a  Governor-General  out  there  ^  ous  a  specimen  of  the  genus  in 
who  has  made  Indian  matters  a  their  midst.  But  the  feeling  is 
great  study,  and  the  recent  action  i  due  to  a  different  cause — to  that  cause 
of  the  Council  in  India  loses,  to  '  whiqh  operated  in  the  case  of  the  New 
me,  very  much,  if  not  the  whole,  of  ,  Zealand  medicine  man,  as  to  whom  the 
its  weight  when  I  consider  that  within  ,  chief  of  his  tribe  said  that  he  gave  them 
twelve  months  the  same  Council  was  of  i  so  much  good  advice  that  they  were 
an  entirely  different  opinion.  The  change  ,  obliged  to  [put  him  away.  Now,  my 
has,  in  fact,  been  brought  about  by  the  i  right  hon.  friend,  in  the  course  of  his 
introduction  of  a  new  Governor-General.  '  speech,  spoke  of  his  desire — a  most 
This  is  a  very  grave  question.  If  it  natural  and  creditable  desire  on  his  part 
were  a  case  of  England,  none  of  us  would  |  — to  purge  the  mental  confusion  of 
approve  of  countervailing  duties.  If  we  ^  foieign  legislatures.  That  is  an  cxten- 
are  going  to  look  upon  India  as  some- ,  sion  of  his  ordinary  rok ;  his  ordinary 
thing  under  our  charge,  as  England  is,  ^  rok  is  to  purge  the  mental  confusion  of 
we  ought  to  apply  to  India  precisely  the  ,  domestic  legislators.  Yet,  as  with  so 
same  action  ;  we  ought  to  refuse  there  '  many  other  great  benefactors  of  his 
what  we  refuse  here.  I  know  it  is  said  '  species,  I  am  afraid  the  people  he  is  sup- 
that  this  is  a  gi-ave  matter,  that  it  is  a  '  posed  to  benefit  are  not  sufficiently 
vote  of  censure.  For  my  part,  I  do  not  I  grateful.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
very  seriously  regard  these  threats  of  contended  to-night  that  a  bounty  differs 
a  vote  of  censure.  In  the  first  phice,  it  |  from  a  protective  duty,  that  it  is  not  so 
will  not  be  carried — though  that  is  not ,  bad  as  a  protective  duty,  because  a  bounty 
much  to  the  point ;  in  the  second  place,  ;  is  a  benefit  to  the  country  recei\ing  it 
if  it  wore  carried,  could  anyone  conceive  '  and  an  injury  to  the  country  giving  it 
the  Government  dissolved  on  this  ques-  [  I  take  issue  on  both  those  statements, 
tion  and  going  to  the  country  in  favour  ]  The  right  hon.  Gentleinan  appears  to 
of  keeping  up  and  enhancing  the  price  i  think  that  a  bounty  given  by  a  foreign 
of  sugar  in  India— a  principle  which  i  country  to  introduce  its  products  where 
would    be    represented,    and   accurately    they  could  not  naturally  go  is  cqiiivalent 


represented,  as  Iciwling  to  an  enhance- 
ment of  the  price  of  sugar  at  home  ?  The 
thing  is  absolutely  impossible.     I  have  no 


to  a  rather  extreme  hypothesis  he  raised — 
namely  the  possibility  that  Heaven  might 
shower  twopenny  loaves  upon  us.     There 


fear  whatever  of  the  conseciuences  of  i  is  a  difference  between  Heaven  and  foreign 
victory  in  this  matter,  even  if  we  could  i  governments.  The  bounty  of  Heaven  is 
secure  it,  and  I  shall  vote  with  my  right  j  more  free  ;  it  is  loss  interested.  If  Heaven 
hon.  friend  opposite  without  any  fear.        |  ever  does  shower  twopenny  loaves  upon 

!  us  it  will  not  be  because  it  has  gone  into 
The   SECRETARY    of   STATE  for  \  the  bakery  trade.     I  think  the  comparison 

is  altogether  unfair.    But  I  take  exception 
to  his  first  statement,  that  a  bounty  is  a 


THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is 
rather  a  curious  fact  that  the  last  two 
speakers,  although  their  conclusions 
have     been    very    different,    have     this 


benefit  to  the  country  receiving  it.  It  is, 
I  think,  a  mental  confusion  on  the  part  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  which  I  desire 


at  least  in  common— both  of  them  i  to  purge,  that  a  bounty  is  the  cause  of 
have  spoken  against  the  views  of  I  cheap  sugar.  No  doubt  if  the  fjict  that 
the     Party     to     which     they    belong.  I  sugar  at  the  present  time  is  half  the  price 


The  only  difterence  is  that  the  hon 
Baronet  "the  Member  for  GLisgow  per- 
forms that  operation  very  infreiiuently, 
while  with  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Bodmin  it  is  altogether  usual. 

Mr.  Courtney, 


it  was  so  many  years  ago  were  due  entirely 
to  the  bounty  system,  I  admit  we  should 
have  to  consider  very  carefully  before  we 
did  anything  to  prevent  that  systeuL  But 
nothing  of  the  kud  is  the  case.     The  low 
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prict?  of  sugar  ia  due,  principally,  to  the 
ret! action  in  the  cost  of  production, 
and  the  refluction  in  the  price  of 
sugar  is  not  much,  if  any,  greater 
than  the  average  reduction  of  other 
commodities  and  other  necessaries. 
Therefore  it  is  not  dye  to  the  boimtj,  and 
when  I  come  a  little  later  to  consider 
more  carefully  the  question  of  cheapness, 
I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  very 
little  of  the  reduction  in  price,  if  any, 
is  due  to  the  giving  of  a  Wunty.  There- 
lore  I  deny  that  the  concession  of  a 
bounty  is  an  advantage  to  the  country 
receiving  it.  It  is  a  distinct  disadvantage 
in  this  respect^that  it  artificially  destroys 
trades  and  occupations  which  are  natural 
to  the  country,  and  which,  once  destroyed, 
it  ia  very  ditticult  to  replace.  But  then 
my  right  hori  friend  goes  on  to  say  that 
it  is  an  injury  to  the  country  giving  it. 
Does  my  right  hon.  friend  suggest  that 
every  other  country  is  a  fool  in  regard  to 
its  own  business  1  I  have  a  sort  of  idea 
that  some  of  these  countries,  at  any  rate, 
know  their  business  as  well  as  we  do,  and 
if  thtiv  have  given  bounties  for  now 
something  like  twenty  or  thirty  years, 
and  if  they  have  continually  increasefl 
those  bounties,  perhaps  they  have  found 
some  profit  in  doing  it.  1  would  point 
out  to  my  right  hon.  friend,  as  it  appears 
to  have  escaped  his  attention,  some  profits 
which  they  have  eminently  gained  there- 
by. The  production  of  sugar  in  ( Tcrmany, 
for  insUvnce,  and  in  France,  has  been 
enormously  extended  and  improved 
owing  directly  to  the  bounties.  The 
bounties  were  given  in  acconlance  with 
the  production  of  sugar  per  ton  of  beet, 
and  the  result  has  been  that  the  produc- 
tion, which  was  for  many  years  5  or  6 
per  cent,  has  now  been  raised  to  11  or  12 
per  cent.  If  that  stood  alone  it  might  be 
held  by  foreign  economista  to  be  mme 
justification  for  the  expense  they  had 
been  put  to  in  the  protluetion  of  the 
sugar.  There  is  one  general  remark  I 
would  make  here  of  the  whole  argument 
of  my  right  hon.  friend.  If  bounties  are 
an  advantage  to  the  country,  why  does 
he  want  to  remove  them  ?  I  admit  I 
could  not  i^uite  follow  his  argixment.  No 
doubt  hon.  Gentlemen  op]K)8ite  were 
more  fortunate  than  myself,  but  if  I 
understcKRl  him  correctly,  what  he  said 
was  that  if  he  considered  the  matter  in 
the  light  of  the  interests  of  this  country 
he  would  not  wish  to  abolish  bounties, 
but,   as   he   takes  a   wide,  a  general,  a 
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magnificent,  a  cosmopolitan  view  of  the 
situation,  he  wishes  that  bauntiea  should 
be  removed  for  the  beTiefit  of  foreign 
countries  to  the  injury  of  his  own.  I 
think  I  have  rightly  understood  my  right 
hon.  friend  s  argument. 

iMr.  COURTNEY:  Quite  true. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  A  philan- 
thropy which  takes  in  the  whule  world 
and  leaves  out  of  account  its  own  country 
is  one  to  the  heights  of  which  I  confess  I 
am  quite  incapable  of  attaining,  I  gather 
that  hon.  Members  opposite  are  able  to 
sympathise  with  my  right  hon.  friend. 
Whether  that  may  make  them  more 
popular  in  the  country  to  which  they 
belong,  but  whose  interests  they  are 
Willi  tig  to  sacrifice  to  the  interests  of  the 
whole  world — whether  their  universal 
philanthropy  will  really  be  more  accept- 
able than  my  commonplace  patriotism,  I 
must  leave  to  the  House  to  decide.  One 
other  remark  aliout  the  speech  of  my 
right  hon.  friend.  He  professed  to  l>e- 
lieve  that  the  prevalence  of  beet  over 
cane  was  due  to  a  sort  of  natural  selection 
and  to  the  fact  that  beet  sugar  can  be 
produced  more  cheaply  than  ciine  sugar. 
That  is  entirely  opposed  to  the  figures 
of  the  case  which  have  Ijcen  submitted  to 
me  by  the  authorities  in  this  matter.  The 
cost  of  cane  sugar  under  the  most  favour- 
able circumstances  is  less  than  the  cost  of 
beet  sugar  also  under  the  most  favourable 
circumstances,  and  I  would  submit  to  my 
right  hon.  friend,  who  shakes  his  head — 
perhaps  his  knowledge  of  sugar  produc- 
tion is  greater  than  mine^that  if  it  is 
not  »s  I  state  there  is  no  occiiiiion  for  a 
bounty,  for  why  on  earth  shotild  foreign 
countries  give  a  bounty  in  order  to  force 
their  beet  sugar  into  our  country  and 
other  countries  if,  naturally  and  without 
any  bounty,  beet  sugar  would  be  cheaper 
than  ciine  sn^ar  ?  It  is  evident  that  the 
course  of  this  Debate  has  run  upi>n  two 
questions— the  question  of  principle  and 
the  question  of  expediency.  The  question 
of  principle  covers  the  whole  ipiestion  of 
bounties.  It  covers  bounties  so  far  as 
they  affect  the  West  Indies,  Queensland, 
and  Mauritius ;  it  covers  countervailing 
duties  so  far  as  they  affect  this  country  as 
well  as  the  particular  question  of  India, 
There  is  also  the  question  of  expediency 
^that  is  to  say,  that,  granting  counter- 
vailing  duties  may  be  pro|)erly  apph'etl  in 
particular  cases,  you  would  then  have  to 
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what  Fi-eu  Ti^atie  consists  uf,  aud  I  chink 
he  has  imule  a  mistake,  and  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  new  Free  Traders  are  the 
true  fiiewls  of  Five  Trade.  I  remember 
Lord  >raeaiilay,  in  a  very  eloquent  speech 
he  made  on  one  oceadion,  warned  hU 
heaivrs  not  to  give  t lie  sanction  of  religiMri 
to  al»ui»es  which  were  not  reIi^ou>, 
because,  he  Siiitl,  if  you  do,  in  the  fall  uf 
tlie     question     of     principle,     (hir     op-    the  abuses  the  religion  may  go  also  :  an*  1 


o»n>i»lei  the  nierili*  uf  each  });iiticuhir  case. 
Theiv,  of  course,  a  distinction  might  be 
(h-;iwn  between  the  case  of  the  West 
Indies  and  the  case  of  India,  or  of  any  other 
country.  I  trust  this  Del  Kite  will  result  in  a 
clear  i*isue  ami  a  decision,  by  an  midoubted 
and  nvcrwhchnini;  niajniiiy.  which 
will  give  the  opinion  of,  at  all 
events,   thi^    Parliament    in     reijani    to 


|M>iionts  in  this  Oebate,  and  generally, 
ilaini  that  their  principles,  which  they 
assiK-iate  with  the  d»)ciiine  of  Free  Trade, 
absolutely  preclude  the  C'lnsidenition  of 
CI  luntervailing  duties  or  prohibition.  They 
base  the  general  view  of  the  situation  on 
the  authority  of  what  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Wolverhampton 
calls  the  high  priests  of  the  onler,  among 
whom,  much    to  my  surprise,  he   names 


it  seems  to  me  that  if  you  connect  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  the  inevitahle 
sequence  Unween  the  abuses  which  have 
followed  the  proclamation  of  Free  Tnule 
and  the  original  principles  of  Free  Tradf, 
you  will  be  creatine  the  only  danger  from 
which  Free  Tnule  nas  ever  suffered.  It 
is  a  rlangerous  thing,  in  my  opinion,  to 
teach  the  people  of  this  coun'trj-  that  Free 
Trade  is  insepjinible  from  gross  injustice 


myself.      I  can  assure    him  he   does  me    ami  fmm  unfair  attacks  on  their  emplor- 
'   '  ^  '*  '     ment  and  iK?cupations.    The  hon.  Member 

for  Canliff,  in  the  earlier  part  of  -the 
evening,  w;vs  daring  Menil^ers  of  tho 
(Tuvt-rimient  to  go  to  their  constituent? 
and  siiy  that  in  given  circumstances 
they  would  l»e  prepared  to  pnijose 
countervailing  duties  in  this  countrv.  I 
should  not  ]te  at  all  afraid  to  go  to  mv 
constituents  and  pp>posc  them.  I  think 
there  is,  on  the  contrary,  a  growing 
feeling  in  the  country,  which  to  a  ceruiin 
extent  alarms  me,  that  injustices  have 
iittende*!  Free  Trade  which  ought  not  to 
have  atteuile^l  Free  Tnule  ami  which  ire 
not  due  tti  Free  Tnide :  and  the  presstire 
•  •f  those  injustices  h;is  to  my  mind  pp-*- 
iluce«l  <••  great  an  inipres.'i:i>n  on  the 
Working  cla-^-fcs  in  the  mariiifa-.tiirini 
centres  that  I  am  -s^meiime-*  alarnie*!  les: 
they  sh«'ulil  go  a  great  tleal  furrhor  than 
I  il«».  and  Kst  they  shouM  K-e  readw  n-c 


too  much  honour.  I  was  never  a  high 
priest  at  all.  It  is  not  my  line.  Kut  they 
base  thi-^  conclusion  in  the  first  place  on 
the  authority  oi  the  high  priests,  and,  in 
the  seconil  place,  upon  a  theory  which 
they,  as  I  shall  endeavour  to  show,  have 
e  vol  veil  themselves,  that  Free  Trade  e»>n- 
sists  in  the  doctrine  that  cheapne<s,  by 
whatever  means  obtained,  is  the  great 
object  of  i^ur  Iegislatii»n.  Now,  Sir,  we 
siiy,  on  the  contrary,  that  ci»untervailing 
» I  u t  i es  a  re  not  opiK^sc*  1 1  o  F  re e  Tra«  1  e .  We 
absolutely  deny  it,  .i:id  we  allege  that 
bnuntics  are  the  very  worst  form  of  Tro- 
tecti'Mu  lxiau>e  they  pnnect  the  foreigner, 
not  in  his  own  market,  for  which  there 
might  {>«»<sil«ly  be  some  sort  oi  justitica- 
tion.  at  all  eveiiis  in  exceptional  cirv.imi- 
stancos.  b-;:  :hey  pi«nect  the  foreigner 
in  i^ir  market,  in  whii  h  he  has 
no  elaiva  whatever  :o  pr'«toction. 
Anil.  Sir,  we  <.iy.  -ieviin-ily,  t*iat  cheajv 
v.e--  •>  :■■:.  and 
tile     hi^'i     pri-- 

pi:i::v:/  .''"je-:  -I  F:--  Tiide.  a::.!,  ac- 
e-  i'i'::.^'v.  •■'!:■  *.■  ::'.•  :'.'.'-:\  i-^  irMt  w*-  r.i:\ 
e-.'-: Me :«.-•:  b. .:.:::::,-;  -.y  i.--:;':te:v.«il:-:^ 
■'.m;v  :::^'r  ./-'!:::":■■•/ pp  "hi" •:- 
:i:   ::■.    the  -l:/r::e-:  'lejree  de- 


illir.e-. 


p  .; 


■  Tr: 


i-lei^. 


F:»-     1:: 


0!ilv  to  remove  the  abuses,  b,;:  :«>  .lenr 
■.•\er  w,is,  in  the  view  of  the  ibvtrine  an«l  principle  of  Fr'-'e  Traiic. 
-i  -  t  Fi\c  Tra.le,  the  I  think  that  i-  a  real  danger  and  w-r-nhv 
of  s.»me  C"n-5:.leriti...n.  "  I  think  Fr« 
Traie  i-  theref'-n-.  as  I  have  ilreiuly  sai'L 
in  danger  from  its  friend-.  FreeTradr 
is  a  iV'l::ii?al  religior.,  .ind  fr  has  had  to 
en-l-ire  the  hapl  fate  of  all  relfgi ->:•.>,  that 
::  h.is  ^-een  c«»rrupt»?il.  Sirv...  i:  was 
pr-.-.Tu-iL'ateil  in  its  original  p'lriry  f:  h.L- 
sLif-.-P'd  fp'ni  the  work  "f  .k!in«-:.w:.^rs  .^nd 
-'•mRioriMtor-  ami  fidse  prophets.  .ir\.I  .^-i 
..  "vsult  tho  'liX^trine  of  Free  Tra.ie  has 
l^eonie  a  d'-gma  and  the  religi-.yi  ^  fe::<b. 


..•;r  .\'..v 
I::   :::■ 

1.  a  :.iV 


ar-.' 


r-r  of   •■•rh--l"X 
-.  ;.f   :Le  U: 

e  •I'l'i'.'  •VfrC'l    .t 

i:'.d:<i!i.  it  i^e^v 
'W   :here  i-  a  r.ow 


i: 


•0    'l-i.::::.  ■  •■:  ^v::.•h   :he  -.-ni 

F"-e  '[':.Aj  wr.:\-  .i-.-olitfly 
i!!  i  wi:i..h  I  >I:evc  they  w..-;M 
ii.kte-i.     Ti.e  !;ew  Fn.t-  ThmI-.t 


I 
the 


?.., 


liwi 


has  ch.-.-.^od 


.'.to::ether  his    ideas   as 


V?; 


think    we   ha^l    b-ct .». 
original    fount    of     inspiration 
try,     if     we     <.-an.     :..    ..i^ar    rhi^ 
■n  'if  the  comiption  whii  h  hA<  '-een 


I 


I 


I 


imp^seil  iifion  it  luifl  to  remove  fropi  it 
all  thi*  renult  i>f  the  fanalicisni  *>f  cert;iiii 
subseouent  protesjiorsj  lil<e  my  uVl  friend 
Lord  Farrer;  It  wr»»ilil  he  alisurd  tn 
answer  in  a  «k'lmtL'  of  this  kiinl  witlHuit 
a!hulit)g  to  Lord  Faner,  who  may  hv  said 
to  Ixj  the  fon!<  H  uiiijo  uf  it,  Every  ar^ii 
nient  iLsed  on  the  other  side  of  the  Honsic 
has  he  en  taken  from  Lord  Far  re  r-  He  ifi 
one  of  the  ablest  of  our  public  servants, 
and,  as  I  have  reason  to  know,  he  lias 
done  moR>  than  any  other  man  to  niain- 
t*tiri  Injniities  and  prevent  their  ab^ihtion 
dnrin^  the  htst  twenty  years.  He  has 
been  fnll  of  ar^ments  and  facts  and  sta- 
ti(4iies,  and  I  am  ready  to  admit  thiit  in 
lh?SL  the  year  in  which  1  ma«.le  certain 
ntte ranees  quoted  by  my  right  Hon, 
friend  the  .Xlemlxjr  for  Wolverhampton,  1 
was  greatly  in  fine  need  by  what  he  siiid, 
[Lan^hterJ  I  do  not  nndei^taTid  why 
that  is  a  suliject  of  merriment.  I  am  not 
ashamed,  but  I  am  proud,  of  having  l)een 
inlhienced  by  so  able  an<l  experienced  a 
public  servant,  by  his  sUitements,  by  his 
knowledge,  by  the  facts  which  he  pro- 
duced :  ami  I  will  go  further  and  say  that 
I  was  led  to  believe  in  the  predic- 
tions he  then  made,  every  one  of  which 
has  been  falsified  by  aul>sequent  events. 
I  am  still  ready  to  lielievc  in  his  facts,  I 
am  still  ready  to  believe  in  his  statistics  ; 
f>nt  never  again  will  I  Ijelieve  in  his  pro- 
pbeey.  Lord  Farror  represents  the  ex- 
treme of  Free  Trade  fanaticism  ;  he  is 
the  Tonpierajula  of  Frt5e  Tjiide,  and  I 
believe  he  would  ^k\  to  the  stake  himself, 
and  I  am  afraid  he  would  send  my 
frientls  and  me  tbcTe  too,  rather  than 
sacrifice  any  of  his  principles.  1  main- 
tain that  there  is  no  justification  what- 
ever in  the  writings  or  speeches  of  any  of 
the  great  Free  Traders  of  the  doctrine 
that  countervailing  duties  are  opposed  to 
the  principles  of  Free  Trade.  That  is  a 
challenge.  Some  quotations  which  I  ha^l 
notc^l  have  already  l>een  ma^lo  to  the 
House,  an<l  I  will  not  repeat  them.  Mr, 
Col-nlen  gave  two  definitions  of  Free 
Trade.  He  defined  it  as  being  the  aboli- 
tion of  protective  duties.  Countervailing 
duties  are  not  protective.  A  counter- 
vailing duty,  as  its  name  applies,  is  a  duty 
strictly  confined  to  countervailing  the 
advantage  given  by  a  bounty  ;  it  does  not 
go  beyond  that,  and  it  does  not  protect 
the  industry  to  which  it  applies.  Another 
definition  that  Mr.  Coklen  gave  w^aa  that 
Free  Trade  was  to  enable  the  consumers 
in  every   country   to  obUiin    what   they 


dt'sire  in  the  cheapest  ami  the  best 
mju'ket,  [Opposition  cheers.]  Yes,  but 
that  is  not  all  That  is  where  you 
stop.  But  Mr,  CoUien  added  **At  its 
natural  price,"  and  that  is  what  hon.  Mem- 
bers op  p<>site  have  forgotten.  They  have 
reraembereil  the  cheapncBS,  but  have  for- 
gotten the  natural  price.  Now  the  main 
object  of  the  great  Free  Tradei-s  was  to 
secure  the  natural  course  of  firoduction 
and  of  exchange.  That  wbj^  the  argument 
again  and  again  elal>oi'ated  in  all  their 
speeches.  Their  ideal  was  that  each 
country  should  proibice  what  it  was 
naturally  host  fitted  to  produce  and  to 
exchange  it  without  artificial  arrange- 
ments. The  great  Free  Traders  oe- 
nounced  all  jutificial  arrangements 
which  turned  their  trade  into  un- 
natural eharmels.  They  disapproved 
of  rroteetiorj  wdienever  it  tnrrK-d  lal>our 
and  capital  into  o|>orations  which  might 
l»e  considered  to  be  artificial  and  un- 
n.atural,  and  which  would  )>c  unremunem- 
tive  under  ordinary  and  natural  con- 
tliiions.  Rut  the}'  aflvocated  counter- 
vailing duties  in  cases  where  it  was 
necessary  in  order  to  restore  equality. 
Now,  I  am  going  Ijack  to  the  original 
founder  of  Free  Ti-ade — to  Adam  Smith. 
Mr.  Cobden  said  to  Mr.  Bright  that  he 
vvotiid  Uike  Adam  Smith  in  his  hand  and 
would  go  up  and  down  the  country 
pretiching,  with  the  "Wealth  of  Nations" 
for  his  text  book%  the  doctrines  of  Free 
Trade,  and  so  convert  the  nation.  Adam 
Smith  in  his  *'  Wealth  of  Nations " 
argued  against  protective  duties  and 
in  favour  of  Free  Trade,  but  he 
said  there  were  certain  cases  in  which 
a  nation  might  impose  duties  to  protect 
their  home  indnstr)\  The  first  case  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  present  discussion. 
The  second  case,  in  which  it  might  be 
tidvantfigeous  to  lay  some  Inirden  on  the 
fon^igner  for  the  cticnuragement  of 
domestic  industry,  is  when  some  tax  is 
imposed  at  homo  on  the  produce  of  the 
Ifttt^M*  ;  HI  this  csise  it  seems  rc<isonable 
that  an  equal  tax  sliould  Iks  imposed  upon 
the  like  picxiuce  of  the  former.  By  what 
rejisoning  does  he  arrive  at  this  sug- 
,  gestion  I  Adam  Smith  did  not  con- 
;  template  boiuities  as  wo  understand 
,  them,  but  you  will  find  his  reasoning 
applies  equally  to  countervailing  duties. 
He  says : 

"  TIiIh  tax  would  not  j^ive  a  monopoly  of  the 
home  nmrkel  Uj  tloiiie^tic  industry,  nor  would 
it  turn  to  h  particular  ^aiploynieiit  a  greater 
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That  Ib  true  of  counterv^aling  duties.     He 
goes  on  to  say : 

'*  It  would  only  hinder  any  part  of  what 
would  naturally  go  to  it  from  oeing  turned 
away  bv  the  tax  into  a  less  natural 
direction.'* . 

Substitute  "  bounty  "  for  "  tax  "  and  you 
have  the  exac't  argument.  That  is 
exactly  the  argument  which  we  have 
pointed  out  in  the  course  of  this 
Debate.  Reference  has  been  oiiule  to  the 
spirit  duty  and  other  duties  which  we 
impose  a^j  compensatory  to  the  home 
tariff  by  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Membor 
for  Glasgow.  I  do  nut  think  it  h^i^ 
been  noted — it  is  rather  a  special 
point— that  we  have  jvcttially  put  a 
counter\'ailing  duty  upon  \\\'8t  Indian 
rum  to  prevent  the  pro<Jncers  of  the 
West  Indies  from  having  an  advantage 
in  this  market,  at  the  same  time  refusing 
to  West  Indian  producers  to  put  them  on 
an  equality  with  regard  to  their  other 
prodoctions.  Then  again,  take  the  case 
of  the  Indian  cotton  duties.  lu  the  case 
of  the  Indian  cotton  duties— the  case  of  a 
protective  duty  put  on  cotton  from  this 
country — the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site avowed  it  to  he  his  intention  and 
desire  to  place  the  cotton  industry  on 
exactly  equal  terms  in  Bombay  and  Man- 
chester, and  he  put  on  an  Excise  duty 
which  was  intended  to  produce  equality. 
Then  equality  is  what  we  are  striding  at  I 
But  if  equality  in  cotton  and  in  rum,  why 
not  in  sugar  1  Ke member  that  in  all  these 
ciises  the  result  lias  been  to  increase  the 
price  to  the  consumer.  !f  the  excise  duty 
on  rum  were  taken  away  the  English  con- 
aamer  of  rum  would  get  it  5d.  per  gallon 
cheaper,  and  if  the  excise  duty  on  hulian 
cotton  wore  taken  otf*  the  Indian  con- 
sumer would  get  it  5  per  c«!nt.  cheaper. 
Therefore,  acconling  to  the  doctrine  of 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Btxlmin  and 
the  inconsistent  doctrine  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  East  Wolverhampton,  those 
surtaxes  ought  never  tn  have  been 
imposed,  because  they  add  to  the 
price  of  the  consumer  and  interfere 
with  the  privileges  of  the  great 
god  Cheapness,  which  they  all  adore. 
Let  us  consider  this  question  of  cheapness 
a  little  more  closely.  How  much  does 
the  consumer  gain  by  the  ijounties  in 
regard  to  cheapness?  I  think  he  gains 
very  little.     I  have  been  consitlering  this 

Mk  J.  CkmiberkUfU 


question  lately  in  tbe  light  of  further! 
information,  and  I  think  1  and  othe 
have  been  mistaken  in  attributing  a  largil 
proportion  of  the  reduction  in  the  price 
of  sugar  to  the  influence  of  the  bounties. 
Now,  let  me  make  it  clear  to  the  House. 
Suppose  that  the  cost  of  cane  sugar  is  X8, 
and  that  the  cost  of  German  beet  sugar 
is  J£9.  Suppose  the  German  hounty  ii 
30s.  That  enables  the  Gemians  to 
undersell  the  cane  sugar.  In  the  fim 
place,  £1  of  the  bounty  goes  to  cover 
the  increase  of  cost  of  the  beet  sugar 
That  leaves  10s.  which  the  German  pro- 
ducer  has  in  hand,  and  he  may  give  it  if 
he  likes  to  the  English  consumer.  Bui 
does  he  give  it  ?  Is  he  such  a  fool  ?  AD 
that  is  necessary  for  him  is  to  give  i 
trifle  above  the  cane  price.  If  be  can  sell 
I  his  sugar  at  j£7  19s.  he  woidd  cut  out  the 
whole  of  the  sugar  which  would  come  in 
at  XS,  and  all  that  he  has  to  give  awa? 
is  Is.  a  ton.  The  rest  either  gpes  to 
meet  the  difference  between  the  natural 
price  between  the  beet  and  the  cane,  or  it 

foes  into  the  pockets  of  the  producer. 
challenge  my  right  hon.  fn'end  tbt 
Member  for  Bodmin,  or  anyone  else,  to 
prove  that,  out  of  a  bounty  of  308.,  more 
than  an  infinitesimal  proportion  ever  gotft 
into  the  pockets  of  the  consumer  in  thi« 
country. 

xMr  COURTNEY  :  But  the  pnxlucem 

compete  among  themselves. 


Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  But  thfl| 
compotitoi-s  arc  not  quite  so  rabid  as  raj 
right  hon.  friend  has  suggosttKl ;  they  aiil 
not  so  foolish.  No  mun  in  conipetilion  i 
cuts  his  price  down  lower  than  is  neC4)»- 
sary.  If  they  can  provide  the  quantitT 
of  sugar  which  is  required  from  foixugxi 
producers  by  excluding  cane  sugar,  they 
are  perfectly  satisfied,  and  they  arr^mge 
among  themselves  in  such  a  way  as  not  to 
cut  down  tlie  price  more  than  is  necessivry 
to  fill  their  mills,  and  sufficient  to  enable 
them  to  cut  out  the  cane  sugar.  I  wish 
here  to  quote  Lord  Farrer  on  this  ques- 
tion. In  his  last  pamphlet — his  paniph* 
lets  follow  each  other  very  quickly — Lord 
Farrer  said  : 

"  How  fur  the  aliolitum  of  iiu^'ar  Wimtitf 
wauhl  miw  the  \n-u\e  i*tf*ugnrto  iUp  i*<jtiHiurief 
appears  lo  l*o  very  ilouhtfiil.  My  f^vn  \n\^ 
pre»sioii  is  f.Iuit  tlie  effect  uf  the  bounties  liu-^ 
i>eeii  time  1 1  exagjhCHrateil/* 

I  think  that  the  effect  of  tlie  boujitu  s   o* 
the  consumer  has  l»een  nrnch  exaggemUHl, 
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!nit  not  so  in  regard  to  the  p^Mlueer.     In 

spite,    bill w ever,  of  his  opinion  that  the 

ilifTerunce   in    prito  is   not    much,    Lortl 

FaiTer   still  mainijiins  that  a  certain  in- 

crea.He  of  price  will  result  from  legislation 

in  the  shape  of  counter vailijig  duties,  and 

on  that  ground  chiefly  he  is  opposed  to  it, 

■    l»ecau9e  he  says  that  cheapness  of  price  to 

I    the  consumer  is   the  main    ohject  to  be 

ft  attained      I  think    that  hon.    .Members 

H  leem  here  to  confuse  two  things.      They 

diWde  the  eomm unity   into  two  classes. 

On  one  side  ari^  the  consumers,  and  on  the 

other   the  pnxlucors.      As   a   matter   of 

fact,  the    consumers    are   generally    pro- 

ducerSj  and  the  ordy  class  of  consumers 

who  are  not    prcKiucers — the  only  clafis, 

therefore,  benefited  by  legislation,  which 

t  is  directed  soleiy  in  the  interest  of  con- 
sumers, and  as  tigaitist  the  interest  of 
producers — is  that  ckiss  which  **  toil  not, 
neither  do  they  spin."  Is  it  not  a  scan- 
dalous inversion  of  roles  that  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  should  be  directing  the 
whole  of  their  energies  to  securing  special 
benefit  for  that  extremely  limited  class  1 
Mr.  Colxlen  has  Ijeen  already  quoted  by 
the  lum.  Baronet  the  Meml>er  for  Glasgow 
in  opposition  to  this  theory  that  cheapness 
18  really  the  object  which  Free  Tr.iders 
ihould  have  in  view.     I  should  have  liked 

tto  quote  Mr.  Gladstone  to  the  same  effect, 
hut  I  am  afraid  of  curtailing  unduly  the 
time  which  remains.  On  the  first  ques- 
tion of  principle,  then,  I  siiy  that  our 
position  is  that  count-ervailing  duties  are 
matters  of  expediency   to  Vie   judged  in 

Jeach  caBc  on  their  merits,  and  that  there 
m  nothing  in  Free  Tnide  which  would 
exclude  their  consideration.  Then  I  come 
to  a  very  important  matter.  I  do  not 
like  the  tone  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site with  regard  to  this  Indian  question. 
It  is  entirely  an  Indian  question  ;  and  I 
agree  that  it  is  to  be  considered  entirely 
from  the  point  of  view  of  Indian  interests. 
But  that  is  not  the  position  taken  by  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Bodmin 
and  others. 


Mr.  COURTNEY  :  Yes,  it  is. 

Mk.  J.  CIUMBERLAIN;  No,  Sir; 
my  right  hon.  friend  is  now  going  to  vote 
practically  against  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  only  persons  who  can  pnjperly 
represent  India,  and  who  can  dciii  with 
the  subject  in  their  representative 
character. 


I 
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Mr.  COURTNEY:  That  is  not  the 
point.  My  richt  hon.  friend  says  that  I 
do  not  look  at  this  question  from  an  Indian 
point  of  view,  T>ut  I  do. 

Mr.  chamberlain  :  Then  my  right 
friend  presumes  to  know  better  what 
is  gCH>d  for  India  than  the  only  persons 
who  are  authorised  or  are  in  any  way 
qualified  to  represent  Indian  opinion,  that 
is^  the  Indian  native  Press,  the  English 
Press  of  India,  the  Council  for  India  in 
this  country,  and  the  Legislative  Council 
in  India.  My  fear  is  that  there  h  a 
tendency  on  the  part  of  some  hon. 
Gentlemen  to  return  to  that  mercantile 
system  which  was  the  curse  of  our  colonial 
empire.  It  was  that  system  which  lost 
us  the  Ll'nited  States  of  America  and 
estranged  from  us  many  of  our  most 
promising  colonies.  And  what  was  that 
mercantile  system  ?  It  was  that  the 
interests  of  our  colonies  should  be  sub- 
ordinated and  put  on  one  side  in  favour 
of  the  interests  of  British  consumers  and 
producers.  It  is  based  on  the  subordina- 
tion of  colonial  interests  and  colonial 
opinion  to  British  interests  and  British 
opinion ;  and  it  seems  now  that  there  are 
persona  who  hold  that  the  interests  of 
the  Eiist  Indies,  of  the  West  Indies, 
of  Mauritius,  and  of  Queensland  are 
commratively  of  no  importance  j  that 
the  local  opinion  of  these  places  is  to  l>e 
sneered  at ;  and  that  when  the  planters 
say  they  are  going  to  be  ruined  they  are 
to  lie  told  that  they  do  not  know  what 
they  are  talking  aboutj  and  are  making 
furtunes  as  hard  as  they  can  go.  That 
is  the  line  ttiken  in  deference  to  a  number 
of  pedantic  economists,  and  in  the  sup- 
posed interests  of  the  working  classes. 
We  ai-e  told  that  we  should  he  sane  Im- 
perialists. That  is  not  sane  Imperialism. 
That  is  insane  Imperialism,  whatever  else 
it  is,  and  it  tends  to  produce  a  state  of 
feeling  between  us  and  the  Colonies  which 
I  for  one  exceedingly  regret.  In  the 
present  case,  as  I  have  said,  the  public 
opitdon  of  India  is  practically  unanimous. 
I  was  quite  astounded  to  hear  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Wolverhamp- 
ton minimise  this  opinion  by  saying,  what 
of  course  is  true,  that  you  have  not  a 
public  opinion  in  India  such  as  you  have 
in  this  country.  Why,  Sir,  my  right  hon, 
friend  came  down  hero  some  years  ago 
to  defend  his  policy  in  respect  of 
the  cotton  duties  ;  and  he  himself  appealed 
to  this  opinion  of  the  native  Press,  the 
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Enelish  Press,  and  the  Council  of  India* 
and,  above  a!I^  he  made  a  most  eloquent 
defence  of  a  particular  official,  who,  he 
said,  was  one  of  the  ablest  officials  India 
had  ever  known,  and  to  whose  opinion  he 
attached  great  importance.  He  com- 
plained that  my  noble  friend  Lord  James 
of  Hereford,  then  Sir  Henry  James,  had 
appeared  in  some  way  to  slight  the  value 
of  that  opinion.  Who  was  this  Govern- 
ment official  whose  opinion  was  to  be 
taken  without  criticism  1  It  was  Sir 
James  West  land.  It  was  a  member  uf 
the  LegislativL'  Crjuneil,  wfio  now,  in  an 
admirably  re;usoncd  speech,  has  defended 
these  countervailing  duties.  It  ia  his 
opinion  that  my  right  hon.  friend  would 
sot  aside  as  of  no  importance  at  all  in 
comparisor)  with  the  \iew3  of  English 
economists?  such  as  Loixl  Farrer  aTid  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mend>er  for 
Bodmin, 

Sir  H,  H-  FOWLER:  There  has  been 
a  change  of  opinion.  I  have  c\^ery  respect 
for  the  opiruon  expressed  by  Sir  J.  V^  est- 
land  in  May,  1898,  and  I  lielieve  tliat 
everything  that  hiis  happened  since  has 
confirmed  that  opinion. 

Mit,  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  My  rieht 
hon.  friend  is  not  justified  in  saying  that 
there  has  been  any  such  change  of 
opinion.  Where  is  the  sptjech  of  Sir  J. 
Westhint!  in  regaitl  to  that  foniier 
decision  1  All  that  former  decision 
amounted  to  was  that  the  Government 
were  not  prepfired  to  consider  these 
countervailing  duties  at  that  time.  It  is 
not  a  reasoned  argument  against  them, 
but  a  decision  merely  for  the  moment, 
which  was  probably  justified.  All  this 
local  opinion  which  was  appealed  to  in 
relation  to  the  cotton  duties  was  expressed 
in  a  still  more  marked  degree  in  favour 
of  the  course  we  have  followed.  Now  it 
is  a  strange  thing — and  I  am  almost 
ashamed  to  refer  to  it— hut  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cardiff  made  a  sfieech  earlier 
in  the  evening  in  which  he  attacked  the 
Government  with  considemlile  feeling, 
and  esfMJcially  myself.  He  seemcil  tt> 
think  that,  whether  the  (Jovcnunent 
jKilicy  was  good  or  bad,  it  nnist  trrljuiily 
lie  l»ad  if  it  was  advocated  by  the  (.Vplonial 
Seei*etary.  He  has  got  the  Colonial 
Seei'etary  on  the  brain  ;  I  am  to  him  what 
King  Charles's  head  was  to  Mr,  Dick's 
memoriaL  But  I  cannot  make  out  why 
he  uttackfi  mc  with  so  much  violence.    11 

iff,  J,  Chaniierlaia. 


always  professes  his  loyalty  to  hiB  jsii^, 
and  I  am  sure  he  dcies  it  irifch  perfect 
sincerity,  yet  he  never  spoaks  but  U> 
attack  some  representative  Member  of  the 
Government.  For  a  long  time  I  wa« 
totally  unable  to  make  out  why.  I  knew 
it  could  not  be  a  i>ersoual  feeling  against 
myself,  for  I  do  not  think  I  have  ever 
spoken  to  the  hon.  Member,  therefore  he 
could  not  have  any  *|uarrel  with  mc 
Then  I  felt  it  must  be  some  giis«t 
ipiestion  of  principle,  but  fortiioatcly 
the  hon.  Member  himself  relieved 
my  mi  nil,  for  some  time  ago  I  oV 
.served  that  some  of  his  con^tituenti 
were  impertinent  enough  to  ask  why  hc» 
a  supporter  of  the  Government,  so  ofien 
attacked  raemliers  of  the  Govemmentv 
Well,  he  gave  them  a  proper  dressing 
and  he  explained  afterwards  to  a  reporl<sr 
in  an  interview, a  report  of  which  appc^rod 
m  \m  own  newsspaper  in  Cardiff,  that  he 
was  not  actuated  by  any  antagonistic 
feeling  either  against  the  Government  or 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  but  that  he  was 
in  the  [K)sition  of  a  man  who  is  looking 
through  the  keyhole  into  a  ban<iuetiiig 
room  in  which  the  Liberal  Unionist  party 
were  eating,  enj^jying  themselveti,  and 
making  merry.  Well,  looking  through  a 
keyhole  is  not  a  very  dignified  pogh 
tiun 

Mil  J.  M  MACLEAN :  I  beg  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  jmrdon  ;  lot  ub  be 
accurate.  What  appeared  in  the  paper 
was  descriptive  of  the  general  character 
of  the  ptirty,  and  did  not  apply  to  myaell 
in  any  way. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :    I   do  not 

know  what  authority  the  hon.  Gentlemaa 
has  for  applying  it  to  other  members  cif 
the  party  ;  but  at  any  rate  I  would  sug- 
gest to  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
process  which  he  deHciibes  so  graphically  fe 
apt  to  produce  a  distorted  vision.  >foir 
what  is  his  point  about  the  Colonial 
Secrotajy  1  My  noble  friend  baa  ox- 
plained  with  ahsuluto  accuracy  what  took 
place  ;  but  what  an  extraorduuiry  idea 
the  hon.  Member  must  have  of  the  i)ower 
uf  the  Colonial  Secj-etary  !  What  is  his 
theory  ?  It  is  that  the  Colonial  8(x^ro- 
tary  first  forced  the  hand  of  theHeeretary 
of  State  for  India,  that  he  then  hypno- 
tised Lord  Cui/.on,  and  by  some  process 
of  suggestion  ho  influenced  the  whole  of 
the  ujcmbers  of  the  Council  in  India,  not 
one  of  whom  he  has  ever  scon ;  and 
lastly,   for    the    t^ame   rea&on,   in    some 
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occult,  myatorioua,  and  pernicious  way  he 
induencod  the  Council  of  India  in  thia 
country.  Well,  roaUy  the  hon.  ^Member 
pays  me  a  compliment  I  do  not  deserve, 
I  am  Colonial  Secretary,  and  when  a 
colony  appeals  to  me,  as  Mauritius  did, 
reporting  that  its  trade  is  in  a  parlous 
state,  in  a  sad  condition,  and  that  it 
will  be  seriously  endangered  unless  some- 
thing is  done  in  the  shape  of  legislation 
in  India,  it  is  my  duty  to  convey  that 
information  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India.  I  said  at  the  time  that  the  inte- 
rests of  India  would  dictiite  the  decision 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  Council,  but 
that»  so  far  as  I  was  concerned,  I  hoped 
the  condition  of  Mauritius  would  be 
sympathetically  considered  by  the 
Council  ill  India.  There  are  two  or  throe 
objections  taken  with  which  I  will  deal 
in  a  few  minutes.  It  is  complained 
that  the  Indian  Ooveniment  and  Council 
decided  without  completing  the  inquiry 
which  they  had  then  undertaken.  Weil, 
as  my  noble  friend  his  pointed  out,  in 
the  interval  he  had  information  that 
led  him  ti»  bcliovothat  if  he  tVul  not  iiQt  soon 
his  object  Wf>nld  be  frustrated  by  a  large 
imp<jrtatiou  of  furoign  bounty-ferl  sugar. 
But,  after  all,  the  imjuiry  on  which  he 
was  eijgciged  could  not  adtl  much  infor- 
mation which  would  alfoct  his  decision, 
because  all  the  in<|uiry  would  Ije  to  show 
what  was  the  efTect  of  the  importation  of 
sugar  up  to  that  time.  It  is  admitted 
that  they  interfered  before  importation 
hiui  become  a  matter  of  great  importance, 
No  serious  effect  was  anticipated  up  to 
that  time.  The  steps  that  were  taken 
were  preventive  steps.  Well,  then,  the 
same  reply  also  answers  the  objection 
that  it  was  unuece«saiy  to  interfere 
because  the  amount  was  so  small.  Yes, 
it  was  small  up  to  the  time  im|>ortation 
took  place,  but  it  was  growing  rapidly, 
and  there  was  not  the  slightest  doubt  that 
there  would  have  been  an  enormous  intro- 
duction of  HUgar,  diverteil  from  the  United 
States  and  imported  into  India,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  wise  policy  of  the  Indian 
Government.  Then,  it  is  said  that  the 
true  policy  of  the  Indian  Govenimcnt 
was  not  li»  put  on  c^mntervailing  duties, 
but  to  encourage  better  methods  of  pit)- 
duetioti.  That  has  <ifLcn  ht'cn  said  aliout 
the  West  Indies  and  Hther  ct>l«*ineii  ;  but 
it  is  an  absurd  argumi-nt,  and  shows 
entire  ignorance  of  the  situation.  You 
cannot  t'ucuuntge  bettor  pHMbictinn,  you 
OAuaot  introduce  new   energ)'  and   new 


capital,  unless  you  win  give  stability  to 
the  industry.  What  is  my  position  at 
this  moment  ?  Have  I  not  been  for 
mouths,  I  may  almost  say  for  two  yciirs, 
considering  night  and  ilay  methocls  by 
which  the  past  prosperity  of  the  West 
Indies  might  lie  restored,  and  by  which 
the  fatal  effects  of  bounties  might  be 
removed  ?  And  my  eftbxts  in  that  direc- 
tion have  been  largely  bent  to  securing, 
among  other  things,  the  introduction  of 
fresh  capital  and  fresh  energy.  I  went  to 
fx^ople  who  are  interested  in  the  largest 
undertakings  in  this  country,  who  have 
the  possession  of  the  largest  capital  and 
have  shown  the  greatest  energy  ;  and  at 
this  moment  I  have  a  statement  by  one 
of  these  parties  that  he  would  to-morrow 
engage  to  invest  a  ndlliou  sterling  in  the 
profiuction  of  sugar  in  the  West  Indies  if 
the  Government  would  guarantee  him 
against  an  increase  in  the  bounties  that 
are  now  given  by  foreign  countries  to 
i  beet  sugar.  Now,  a  last  word  in  regard 
I  to  Protection.  It  is  said  that  if  we  im- 
pose couiitcrvfiiliug  duties  foreign  coun- 
tries will  retld!att^  Sir,  they  will 
retaliate,  no  «loid»t,  if  it  is  to  their  in- 
terest to  do  su  }  lint  it  is  not  to  their 
interest  to  do  so.  They  take  from  us 
nothing  now,  they  take  nothing  from 
India,  that  they  can  help  taking.  They 
take  the  raw  materifUs  for  their  own 
maiiufactures ;  they  woukl  injiu'e  them- 
selves much  more  than  India  and  us 
if  they  retaliated  by  refusing  them. 
They  cannot  refusie  cotton,  they  cannot 
refuse  tea,  they  cannot  refuse  jute,  and 
other  products  of  IncUa  to  which  the 
hon,  Memlnjr  for  Wolverhampton  re- 
ferred ;  and  under  these  circumstances, 
in  my  opinion,  there  is  no  pnictical  fear 
whatever  that  they  would  retaliate  in 
any  way  l>y  the  increase  of  duties.  I 
would  say  then,  in  conclusion,  that  it 
app<»iir8  to  me  the  issues  before  ub  are 
simple.  In  the  first  place,  we  have  to 
decide  whether  or  not  there  is  such  an 
overwhelming,  over-miistering  principle, 
either  in  w^iuiection  w\ih  Free  Trade  or 
anything  else,  as  to  put  countervaOing 
dnti(*s  outr  of  court,  and  prevent  their 
consideration  on  their  merits.  In  the 
secHind  plfue,  wy  have  to  decide  whether 
we  are  willing  to  overrule  the  clearly 
expressed  opinion  of  the  authoritative 
representatives  ot  Indian  interests,  and 
whether  we  are  to  do  that  avowedly  in 
the  uiterests — the  very  Ujdirect  interests 
^LH  I  eoEisider^~of  the  British  coninmBn 
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These  are  the  two  principles,  at  any  rate, 
that  are  to  be  decided  l>y  our  vote  to- 
night. But  I  go  oite  step  further.  I 
would  say  also  that,  in  my  opinion,  even 
if  we  thought  the  policy  of  the  Indian 
(xovern merit  to  be  wrong,  w©  should 
Btill  hesitate  liefore  we  overruled  \%. 
But,  Sir,  the  (invernment  hold,  and 
they  are  |Mjrfectly  willing  to  accept 
the  responsibility  for  that  opinion, 
that  the  policy  of  the  Government 
of  India  was  right.  They  hold  that 
the  Government  of  India  was  right  in 
relieving  the  burden  imposed  by  this  most 
pernicious  system  of  bounties,  in  securing 
to  one  of  the  st<iple  productions  of  India 
equal  opportunity  with  its  foreign  com- 
petitors, and  in  neutralising  the  ai-bitrary 
advantage  which  the  forcigiver  is  seeking 
to  t»btain  in  a  market  to  which  he  Iuls  no 
natural  claim. 
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Sir  IL  CAMPBELL  BANNERM AN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  We  have  listened  to 
two  speeches  of  extreme  interest  from  my 
right  hon.  friend,  the  Memlier  for  Bodmin, 
anrl  from  the  right  hon,  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down.  They  weri  lec- 
tiu'es  on  the  subject  of  Free  Trade, 
deitling  with  the  theory  atid  the  practice 
of  Free  Traders,  and  it  will  be  somewhat 
of  a  relief  to  the  House  to  know,  especi- 
ally with  the  scanty  time  at  my  disf>osal, 
that  it  is  not  my  intention  to  inflict  upon 
the  House  a  third  essay  upon  that  buI> 
ject,  My  right  hon.  fi-iend  the  Memlier 
for  Bodmin  spoke  mth  his  usual  warmth 
and  erithusifism.  I  cannot  rise,  myself, 
qiute  to  the  heights  of  economic  philo- 
Bophy  to  which  my  right  hon,  friend  has 
attained,  but  in  the  main  I  accept  bis 
doctrines  and  agree  with  hie  conclusions. 
The  noble  Loi-d  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India^  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening, 
when  he  rose  to  address  the  House,  began 
by  asking  those  of  his  hon,  friends 
who  had  put  down  Amendments  to 
this  Motion  not  to  move  the  Amendments 
which  stood  in  their  names.  I  heard  this 
appeal  without  surprise,  because  on  look- 
ing at  the  Paper  it  was  evident  that  the 
Amendments  showed  how  far  this 
(piestion  reaches  —  how  very  far  it 
^oea  beyond  the  mere  question  of  India 
Jfr.  y,  ChamberlaifL 
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and  the  Mauritius,  and  of  their  relatlom 
to     the     bounty-fed     sugar  -  pdroductog 

countries,     and    displayed     really    the 
motives   and    intentions    which  underlie 
the  policy  in  the  minds  of  many  of  those 
who  support  it.     But  1  need   not  have 
formed  this  estimate  of  the  noble  Lord's 
motive,    becfuise   from     the    moment   he 
began  his  speech  it  became  ap|>arent|  and 
it   became    still    more    apparent  in   the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down,  that  the  main  part  of 
their  policy,  which  they  arc  now  seeking 
to  apply  to  India,  it  is   their    inteution 
to  apply  at  a  more  convenient  time  to 
this  country.      The  noble  LoixJ    invitod 
my     right    hon.    friend    to    go    to    the 
country   in    defence    of    the  system   of 
bountiei ;  but  the  noble  Lord  must  know 
perfectly    well    that    we    are    as    much 
opposed  to  the  system  of  bounties  as  he 
is,     I  agree  with  my  right  hon.  friend 
in  that  I  regard  bounties  as  merely  another 
form  of  protective  duties.     We  need  not 
speculate  as  to  which  is  the  worse  of  the 
two.      These  bounties   appear  to  mc  to 
be  bad,  to  disturb  trade,  to  hinder  the  de- 
velopment of  the  country,  and  above  all  to 
punish  th  e  very  nations  which  employ  them. 
So  that  I  do  not  know  what  there  is  to 
be  said  in  favour  of  them.     There  is  no 
quarrel  1»et\veeri  us  on  that  score  at  all 
Where  \vc  differ  is  as  to  the  remedy  to  be 
applied.  The  noble  Lord  spoke  of  himself 
as  an  old  Free  Trader,     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  aat  down  has  told 
us  that  there  are  new  doctrines  of  Free 
Trade^  which    are    altogether    heretic^J. 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
is  a  good  judge  of  new  do(!trine«.     For 
my  part  I  prefer,  if  a  doctrine  is  to  be 
developed,  that  it  should  be  developed  in 
a  forward,  rather    than   in  a   Imckward 
sense  ;  and  if  it  was  a  new  development 
of  the  old  Free  Trade  principle  1  should 
not  be  afraid  of  it  on  that  account.     But 
when  he  said  that   retaliatory  duties — 
what   are  called  countervailing  duties,  I 
prefer  to  c^Ul  them  retaliatory  duties — 
were   accepted,  autl  were  advocated  in 
cerUiin  CAses  by  the  old  iirthodox  Free 
Traders,  1    carmot   but  call   to   mind   a 
maxim  which  i^  oonatantly  quoted,  and 
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wJiich  is,  I  tliiiik,   one  of  the   standing  ' 
maxims  on  this  topic — the  wonls  of  Sir 
Robert  Peel^  when  he  said  that  he  would 
•'fight  hostile   tariffs    l)y    free   imports/' 
That    was  the  w»'iy    in    which  oid  Free 
Trailers,  the  high  prients  of  Free  Tnule, 
inteiMled  to  deal  wHth  «uch  a  case  as  we 
have  before  us.  I  prefer  the  old  method 
to  the  new,  Mn   Sfjeaker,  and  when  the 
noble    Lord  challenges    us  to  go  to  the 
country,  as  he  did,  as  the   advocates  of  j 
bounties,  my  reply  is,  in  the  first  place, 
that   we    are     not  a<lvocat43s    of    boiui-  ' 
tios»     and,     in      the     second     plm?e,     I  | 
would     invito     him,     on     his     pirt,    to  | 
go    to    the    country    with    the    ery    of 
**  Retaliatory  tariffs  and  dear  sugar.''  Tliere 
is  much  interest  taken  in  the  relations  of 
these   two    Cabinet    Ministers    to    each 
other.     There  Wiis  a  suspicion  engendered 
by  the  Blue  Book  which  is  before  us  that 
the    tioble   Lord   the  Secretary  of  Slate 
for  India  has  been  acted  upon,  has  been 
driven  into  this  policy,  and,   in  fact,  has 
been  obliged  to  make  himself  the  obedient 
aervant  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies.     I  am  bound  to  say  there  was 
nothing    in   this   which   seemed    to   me 
it  priori    improbable.      But    one     thing 
cannot  be  denied,  and  that  is,  thai  from 
the  very  moment  the  Secreti^ry  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  appears  upon  the  scene, 
activity  is  shown  in  the  India  Office  in 
pushing    this    new     policy.       Evidently 
there  was  no  po&itive  action  taken  until 
he   rcc-ul  this   new   economic    catechism. 
One  thing  is  certain — and  it  is  a  very  re- 
markable fact— that  the  proposals  of  these 
new  duties  did  not   originate  in    India, 
wherever  ihey  did  originate,     I  have  not 
time  to  go  over  the  lisi.  of  dates  which 
was  given  by  my  hon.  friend  the  Member 
fir  Wolverhampton,  which   proves   con- 
clusively that  the  Government  of  India 
not  only  expressed  a  contrary  opinion  a 
few  months  before — and    that   contrary 
opinion  was  not   an  opinion  contrary  to 
the  adoption  of  that  policy  at  that  par- 
ticular moment,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man says,  but  an  opinion  contrary  to  it 
in    general    terms^lnit    they    had    alao 
engaged  in  an  elaborate  inquiry,  which, 
odaly    enough^     was    initiated    by    the 
very  Department  of  the  Government  over 
which    Sir     James    Westland    presides, 
which  is  some  proof  that  he  was  not  so 
fixed   in   his   opitiion  as   the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  represented.     They  engaged 
in  an  inquiry  to  ascertain  the  opinion  of 
the  different  provincial  Governments  and 


to  obtain  the  facts  from  them,  and  that 
inquiry    was    not    concluded,     and    the 
reports  had  not  been  received,  at  the  time 
the    decision    of    the    Government   was 
t^ken.     So  that  that  decision  was  taken 
ufKHi  Knglish  information,  and  not  upoFi 
information     from     India,       The    noble 
Lortl  said,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentlenmn 
repeated  it,  that   they   had    informatioti 
which  led   them  to  l>clieve  that  there  was 
serious   danger   impending.      What   was 
that  infonnation  ?     If  it  was  Indian  infor- 
mation it  must  have  been  in  the  possession 
of  Lortl  Curzon  when  ho   told  us  in  the 
mouth  of  January  that  he  was    himself 
instituting   a  fresh    inquiry   in   orrler  to 
ascertain  the  effects  of  the  duties.     I  wish 
to    bring    lief  ore  the  House  one  or  two 
figures   which    bear  upon   this   8iij>po8ed 
danger   to    the    cultivation   of    sugar   in 
India,  a!id  to  the  sugar  indn.stry  in  India, 
I  will  confine  myself  to  the  question  of 
imports.      It  WHS  said  that  the  imports 
from  the  beet-sugar  countries  had  reached 
alarming  proportions,  and  that  they  were 
interfering  with   the  inip<Jtts  fp>m  Mau- 
ritius.     What    are    the    figtiix»s '?      The 
figures  show  that  in  the  average  for  the 
years    from   1890    to    181*5    the    imports 
from    Mauritius    were    71,610   tons;    in 
1896-97    they    were     83,300    tons  ;     in 
1897-98  they  were  88,900  tons  ;  and  in 
1898-99    they     were    105,280    tons  — a 
steady,     wholesome,      healthy      increfise 
year    by   year,    showing    no   falling    off 
and    no    tendency    to     fluctuate.       But 
from  Germany  and  Austria  there  came, 
in  the  average  of   1890  to   1895,   17.800 
tons  ;    in   1896-97,  43,750  tons— a  very 
great  Increase  ;  in  1897-98,   107,550  tons 
—again  a  htige  increase  ;  but  in  1898-99, 
which  is  the  critical  year,  they  had  fallen 
to     73,490    tons.      So    that    there    wiis 
actually  a  falling  off  in  the  very  imports 
which  are  the  foundation  for  this  policy 
of  countervailing  dtities.    There  are  other 
figtires  which  bear  closely  on  this  matter. 
I  Dave  here  the  figures  of  the  exports  of 
sugar  from  Germany  to  the  LTrnted  States 
during   the  last  three  years.     They   are 
given  in  millions  of  pounds,  and  are  for 
nine  months  in  each  year.     In  1897  Ger- 
many exported  to  the  United  Stiites  778 
millions   of   pounds.      Then   there    wore 
countervailing    duties    put    on    by     the 
United    Stites    Government,     with    the 
result   that   in    1898   the    exports    from 
Germany  to  the  Unit4?d  States,  instead  of 
being  778  millions  of  pounds,  were  only  40 
millions  of  pounds.     (Cheers.)  Yes,  but  iii 
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1899 — the  year  which  omlcd  .i  few  months  | 
ago — the  exports  amounted  to  G58  mil- 
lions of  pounds.  So  that  the  United 
States  is  the  quarter  to  whicli  have  l»een 
attracted  the  large  over  stocks  of  German 
sugar  which  so  frightened  the  noble  Lord 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  and  these 
stocks  have  goiu^  t(>  America  despite 
those  countervailing  duties  which  the 
nol)le  Lord  thinks  will  work  wonders 
in  tlii^  case  of  India. 

*Sni  KDWAUDCLAKKK  (IMymouth): 
And  tin*  duties  were  paid  upon  them. 

Sill  IT.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAX: 
T  pointed  out  tliat  the  quantity  ex- 
ported to  the  United  States,  which 
fell  to  40  millions  of  pounds  in  1898, 
rose  again  to  G58  millions  of  pounds  last 
year,  and  this  corresponds  to  the  falling 


errors  of  other  people  by  committing 
financial  errors  of  your  own.  If  the  policy 
of  countervailing  duties  is  good  for  India, 
it  is  g0(xi  for  this  coimtry  or  the  West 
Indies.  We  are  opposed  to  it  in  both. 
The  Government  ought  honestly  to  have 
said  whether  they  really  intend  to  extend 
these  countervailing  duties  to  this  country 
and  to  the  West  Indies.  The  noble  Lord 
thought  he  had  placed  us  in  a  difficulty 
l)y  bringing  up  the  duty  of  5  per  cent, 
on  cotton  and  the  suitax  on  foreign 
spirits.  But  the  answer  is  that  we 
have  no  objection  to  these  duties  imposed 
for  revenue  purposes.  It  is  to  duties  im- 
posed for  protective  purposes  that  we 
object.  Sir  James  Westland,  who  has 
bee: I  referred  to  in  terms  to  which  I  quite 
agree  as  to  his  eminence  and  his  great 
career,  has  emphatically  pronounced  in 
the  debate  in  the  Indian  Council  that  this 


off  in  the  expoits  from  Germany  to  India,  '  measure  opens  up  an  entii-ely  new  chapter 
so  that  the  relation  between  the  two  is  '  in  our  fiscal  history.  That  is  why  wc 
ch.virly  proved.  The  sulicjnt  facts  of  the  ■  supi>ort  the  Motion.  A  new  chapter  is 
situation,  then,  are  the  falling  off  in  the  '  being  opened  up,  says  this  great  financial 
export  of  sugar  from  Gei-many  t<)  India,  !  authority ;  but  where  is  that  chapter  to 
and  the  steady  increase  in  the  export  of  |  be  closed,  how  is  it  to  be  closed,  and  what 
sugar  from  Mauritius  to  India.  And  ]  is  to  be  the  effect  before  it  is  closed  ?  We 
therefore  I  will  l)e  content  to  leave  it  to  I  adhere  to  the  old-fashioned  policy  under 
the  two  right  lion.  Ministers  facing  me  '  which  Great  Britain  and  India  also  have 
to  decide,  if  by  this  measure  they  succeed  i  flourished.  It  is  matter  of  common  know- 
in  excluding  ])ounty-fed  sugar  from  com- 1  ledge  that  the  nations  of  Europe  are  be- 
j)etition,  which  country  is  to  ])enefit.  Is  [  coming  tired  of  these  bounties  ;  that 
India,  according  to  the  glowiiig  picture  of  Gennany  and  Austria  are  willing  to 
the  noble  Lord,  to  develop  her  sugar  in-  abandon  them  if  France  would  do  it  at 
duslry  so  as  to  supply  not  oidy  her  own  |  the  same  time.  Let  us  hope  that  they 
wants,  Imtthe  wants  of  all  the  world?  In  "  will  see  the  mischievous  effect  of  these 
that  case,  what  is  to  become  of  Mauritius,  ;  bounties  upon  their  own  people,  and  bv 
the  prosperity  of  which  is  so  dear  to  the  the  pursuance  of  our  remonstrance  against 
C-oloiu'al  Secretary  ?  On  the  other  hand,  |  ' 
if  Mauritius  is  to  flood  the  Indian  market 
with  its  sugar,  where  is  the  beneflt  to  the 
Indian  trade?  On  the  general  «[uestion  | 
of  Free  Trade  it  is  uruiecess;uy  f«»r  me  to  | 
argue  just  now.  But  wi?  are  o])p(>sed  to  | 
bounties  as  to  protective  dutitvs,  a?id  what  I 


the  course  they  are  maintaining  we  shall 
be  more  likely  to  achieve  our  cud  than 
by  depiirting  fnmi  the  sound  financial 
practise  of  this  country. 


(Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : 


we  say  is,  l)o  not  correct    the   flnancial  '  29.*J.  (Division  jjist  No.  ll»3.) 

AYKS, 


Ayes,  152 :  ii<k»s, 


Allan,  William  (Clatoshoad) 
AUenAV.  (Newc.  umler  Lyme) 
Asliton.  Thomas  (lair 
Asqnith,  lU.  Hn.  HorlxirtHen. 
Austin,  Sir  .lohn  ( Vorkfthire) 
]{arlow,  John  Emniott 
llayley,  Thomas  (DerbyHhire) 
nillson,  Alfred 
llirrell,  Augustine 
Itolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
Hroadhurst,  Henry 
Hninner,  Sir  John  Tonilinson 
r>ryce,  lU.  Hon.  James 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Rybum 

Sir,  II,  Cnmjjhell-Bannerman, 


Rurt.  Thomas 
Iiuxton,  Sydney  Charles 
Caldwell.  James 
( 'ameron,  Itolnjrt (Durham) 
Campbcll-ISannerman,  Sir  II. 
Carvill,  P.  (George  Hamilton 
Causton,  liichard  Knight 
Channing,  Fnmcis  Allston 
(Mark,  I)r.G.H.(Caithne88.8h.) 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Com  m  ins,  Andrew 
Courtney,  Kt.  Hn.  Leonard H. 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Oalziel,  James  Henry 


Davies,M.Vau"lian  (Cardigan 

Davitt,  Michael 

Dilke,  lit  Hon.  Sir  Charles 

Dillon,  John 

Doogan,  V.  C. 

Duckworth,  James 

Dunn,  Sir  William 

Edwuds,  Owen  Morgan 

Ellis,  John  Edward 

Evans,  Samnel  T.((;ianior{:an) 

Evaii8,SirFranci8H .  (South'ton 

Farqnharson,  Dr.  Ki>bert 

Farrall,Jame8p.  (Cavan.  W.) 

Fenwick,  Charles 
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Feigu&on»  U.  V\  Mumo(LeiUi)  , 
Kili^iiiaunce,  Lord  EUinotiit 
Fowler,  Itt,  Wwx.  Sir  Henry 
Gal  low  ay,  William  John  son 
(JiLocy,  J  nines 
CitHMmiJ,  Daniel  Ford 
CI  old,  (liarlea 

fiotirley.  Sir  Edw,  Teiiiperley 
iirev,  ♦^ir  Edward  ^ntsrwick) 
(;rif!i(b,  ElliR  J. 
liiinloii.  Sir  W.  Hniiiijiton 
Ihildniip,  Kh  lian)  Hiiitton 
najninon<l,  Jnhii  (f'Urrlaw) 
Ilarwoud,  « Jt'oi^e 
Haytie,  lit.  I  In.  i\  Scale- 
Healy,  Maiiriw  (('ork) 
Hejily,TmiotW  M.  (N.  Eonth) 
Ht'ddenvitk*  'Ihonias  C.  IE 
Hemphilk  Ht  Hon.   Cha.*^.  H, 
llddeii,  Sir  Anmifi 
Holland,  Wni.  fi.  {York,\V.R. 
Horn i man.  Frederick  John 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (ISlorley) 
Jacoby»  James  Alfred 
Joicey,  Sir  Jam&s 
Jones,  W.  (Cftrnarvoushire) 
Jordan,  Jeremiali 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kt?nyc>n,  James 
Kilbride,  OeniH 
Kin!och,SirJolmfieorgeSniyth 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Lanf^ley,  Hatty 
LftW8on,SirWilfrid(C  "anihUand 
Lee8e,SirJoHepkF.{  At^crintjton 
Lentj,  Sir  John 
Lenty,  Thtmias  liichmond 
1.0i.^D,  John  William 


A llhusoii,  Augustus  Hy.  Eden 
All<*o[>[t.  Hon.  lleorge 
Annon,  Sir  William  Jieynell 
An'hdale,  Edward  Mervin 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arnold -F(j rioter,  Hii^h  O. 
AahmeaU'ltartlett,  Sir  Ellis 
Atkinson,  Ht,  Hon.  John 
IWot,  <  'a|>t  J.  FitzKoy 
l^ne V,  ^  am es  ( W al worth ) 
Batllie,  J,  H.  11  tlnvemesa) 
Haird ,  J  oh  n  l  i  eorge  Alexander 
BalcarreRt  Lord 
Balfour,  \\i. Hn,A.  J.(ManfhV) 
Balfourjtt,  Hon.G.W\ (Leeds) 
BumeK,  Frederic  Ciiirell 
ISarlon,  Unnhar  Flunket 
Bathui  si,  Hon.  A  Men  B»ju  janiin 
Beach,  Itt.  Hn.SirM.  H  ( IJri^tol) 
Beai'h,  VV  \V  Brains  ton^  Hants,  j 
lki^>;.  Ferdinanfl  Faithful  1 
Bemrose.  Sir  Henry  Howe 
llunLinck,  Lord  Henry  (\ 
Ik'tht'll,  (Vminianiier 
iSliowna;:^p:riH',Sir  >L  M. 
Bitltlultih,  .Mitdiael 
KigwiHrtl,   .lames 
Bill,  niarle^ 
I Ihikinton- Houston,  J<Mm 
lUnndell  Colonel  Henry 
Bo«mweii,  Artlmr  (Jrimth- 
i  li  iwlef^J  apt.  H .  F.  ( Middl^«x} 
Brodriik.  (it.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brooklield,  A,  Montagu 
Jirown,  AlextLflder  H* 


{15  Junk  1^99} 

Lou';h,  Hinmn^  i 

Lyell,  Sii-  Lewaard  ] 

MacAlecKe,  Daniel 
Mac UonnellJ >r M A(Qiieen'aC  I 
Maeliian,  Jaiiic>  MHckeozie 
Mat'Neill,  plolm  liortlon  Swift 
M'Kwan,  VVilliam 
M*<lhne,  Hirliarfl 
M'Laren,  tMiarles  Benjamin 
M'Let»d,  Jcdin 
Madili-^on.  Fred 
Miiden,  John  Henry 
Meniil,  Sijjji-^mund  Ferdinand 
Montapi,  Sir  S.(Wniiterhaptd) 
M  or^an,  J  *  Lloydl.  t  *anoar  then ) 
M  orpin.  W,  1 1  (Merlh^T) 
Morley,  Charles  ( Bret-onshire) 
Mor!ey»  lit. Hon.  J.  (Montrone) 
Morton,  K.  .L  C.  (Devonport) 
Ml  ml  ton,  John  Fie tt- her 
Norton,  ('apt-  < -ecil  William 
0'(  \  mnor,  A  rtb  ivr  ( I><  megal ) 
L»'C\jnnor,  T»  \\  (Liverpool) 
i  Mdroyd,  Mark 
O'Malley,  William 
Palmer,  Sir  C,  M,  (Durham) 
Palmer,  George  W,  (Reading) 
Paiiltt^n,  ifanies  Mellor 
Feai*Hon,  Sir  Weetntun  D. 
Pense,  .\  If  red  K.  (Cleveland) 
Pease,  Jose  I  ill  A.  (Northnmb. ) 
Pejise,  Sir  J.  W.  iDurhani) 
l*erks,  llohert  W^illiam 
Fiekera^l,  Edward  Hare 
Power,  Patrick  Josepli 
Prtre,  Holiert  John 
Frie^itlev,  Brigg8  (Yorks.) 
Provanil,  Amirew  Dryhiirgh 

NOES, 

Brymer,  William  Ernest 
Ballard,  Sir  Harry 
BurdettCoutt8,  W. 
Bntf'her,  .John  George 
Cameron,  Sir  Charles  (Glasg.) 
Campbell,  J.  IL  M.  (Dublin) 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Cavendish,  V.C.  W\(perby»J 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  Williani 
<'ecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  Easti 
Cedl,  Lord  Hugh  ((Jreonwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  RXLW\ 
Chamtjerlai  n .  Rt.  Hon.  J .  ( Birni. 
Chandierlaiu,J.Au«tien(Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Kt.  Hon,  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
<  'helhea,  ViHroant 
CUj'o,  <  >ctAvius  Leigh 
llarke^  Sir  Edw.  (Plvmouth) 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  \\.  A,  E, 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Beiijannn  Louia 
i'olliiigs,  IJt.  Hon.  Jes«o 
Cohjinb.  Sir  John  Charles  R. 
(  or^t*»ri.  <1ia»,  Edw    H.  \. 
Cookej;  W,  PawlclitTei  Hererd) 
Cor  be  tt,  A.  Cameron  (Gla^gow^ 
Corn  wall  is,  Fie  n  n  esSUn  ley  W, 
(Vjtton  Joilrell.  Col.  11  T.  D. 
Cux,  Irwin  Fdw.  Bainbridge 
Crfinhorm.',  Vi-seount 
Cripps,  (.'harle**  Alfred 
Cross,  Ale\amL*r  (Glajigow) 
Gross,  H,  Sheriherd  | Bolton) 
Cn}dda«,  WUii^m  Donaldson 


Aft,   1899. 


\m\ 


Reekitt,  Harold  Jamas 
Richardson,  J,  ( Durham ^S.K.) 
Roberts,  John  Uryn  (Ivilton) 
Roplie,  John  (East  Gal  way) 
Sai  i\  II  cl ,  J .  ( S Loc  kl  n 0  on  Tees ) 
Schwann,  fjkarle^  K. 
Scott,  C.  Pre^stwirh  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Chfviles  Edw.  (Stafford) 
Siiaw,  Thonov^  j  Hawick  B.) 
Sinclair,  Cupt.  J.  (IWfarshire) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Souttar,  llijbiiiHun 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stauho];»e,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Stevimnon,  FranciK  S. 
Stracliey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Dona!  { Wastmeath) 
SulUvan,  T.  D,  (iKmegal,  W'.) 
Teiinant,  Harold  John 
Thonia.s.  A.  (Glamorgan,  E.) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wallace.  Robert 
Walkm,  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Walton,  Joseph  (littrnaley) 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
W^hittaker,  Thoriia«  Palmer 
Williams,  J.  Carvel  1  (Nott^.) 
WillHj  Sir  William  Henry 
W^  i  I  son ,  V  red  eric  k  V( .  [  N  orf  ol  k ) 
Wilson.  Henry  J.(  Vork,W\  R ) 
Wilsun,  John  (tiovan) 
WilsnD,  J.  IL ( Middleabrough) 
Young,  Samuel  (<*avan,  Ea«t) 
Yoxall,  JamcH  Henry 
Tellers   for   the    Ayes  — 

Mr,  Herbert  GladfltOBe  and 

Mr.  M^Artluir, 


C libit t,  Hon,  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles* 
Da  vies,  Sir  H,  D,  (ChaLham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickson-TVjynder,  Sir  J.  1\ 
Dighy,  John  K.  D.  \\\- 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dixon- Hartlanij,  l^ir  r>ed.  D. 
Doringtcm,  Sir  John   Edward 
Douglas,  Rt.   Hon.  A.  ,\kers- 
Do.xford,  Williiuii  Theodore 
Dnnconibe,  Hon,  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wra.  Hart 
Egert^n,  Hon,  A,  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  ILm  A.  Ralph  D. 
Fardell,  Sir  T,  George 
Fel lowers  Hon  A,  luTward 
Fergusson  Jtt.  Hn.SirJ.(Man'r) 
Field,  Atliniral  (EastlKmme) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Roljert  Bannatyno 
FirlVnk,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
FitzGerald,  Sir  IL  Penrose- 
Fitz  Wvgram,  iienenil  Sir  F, 
HannerA%  Sir  Fortescue 
Flavin,  Michael  Jiweph 
Flet-cher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Emei<t 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Forter,  Colonel  (L.mcaster) 
Gerlge,  Sydney 
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Gibbons,  J.  LloyJ 
t  iibKHn.  A.G.  il.  [  CityofLond 
(iibln,  Ho3i.Vicary|St,Alljaiis) 
liilliat,  Jolm  Sautixlers 

<  SoMs worthy,  Major-CTeneral 
iiurst,  Kt.  lion.  Sir  J.  EWtm 
Ootsclien,RLHuj;,J.(St.Ge<.>'») 
(lo*«c lien,  George  .(,  i Sussex) 
G rahiLm ,  H  e  ii  r v  liol  ler t 
(tray,  Em&^t  < We>it  Hain) 
Green,  Wftlford  D{  Walriesbtiry 
Greene,  \l\\  D.  (ShrL'W:.biiryi 
Gretton,  Jobn 

<  rrev^)U^  Hon.  Ronald 
GiiTiter,  Cnlonel 

Hall,  lit.  Hoa.  Sir  Gliarles 
Hiilney,  Tlioiinis  Fri-^ilerick 
Hamilton,  Ut.  Hon.  LonKJeo, 
Hanbu^J^  Kt.  Hon.  K.  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Ilc^inald 
Hanlyt  Ijaurenee 
Hare,  Thunisv^  Lei<;b 
Hatch,  Eroest  Frederick  Geo. 
Heath,  James 
Heaton,  Jobn  Henniker 
Helder,  Angnatus 
Henderiiun,  Alexander 
Hermon'Hud«,^e.  RobL  Trotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
HilLRt.Hn.A,Staveley(Stalfe. 
Hoare,luiwBrodie(  Hiiiiipsteatl 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwicn} 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  XL  ( llow] 
Hoiiblswortb,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howelb  William  Tudor 
Ho  wort  b.  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Hozier,  Hon.  J.  H." Cecil 
Hubbftrd,  Hon.   Evelyn 
Hwtchintion.  ra]ii,G.W,(irice' 
HuttotJ,  John  { Yorkt*.  N.R. ) 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.  Wm,  Lawiea 
J  ebb,  l^icbard  (  Maverlioase 
JeukiuH,  Sir  John  .)one» 
Je.saeb  Capt.  Herbert  IMerton 
John.^ion,  William  (fielfast) 
iJohnstone.  Hey  wood  {Sussex) 
Jolliffe,  Hon.  bl.  George 
Kemp,  George 

Keiinaway,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  J,  H» 
KenyonSlaiiey,  Col,  Wni. 
K"  Hwiek,  William 
Kim  her,  Henry 
KxTifi^f  Sir  Henry  Seymour 
Knowles,  Lees 
Laurie,  Lieut. -Geneml 
Lawrence,  Sin  E.  D.-CCorn.) 
Lawrem'e,  W.  F*  (Liverpool) 
Lnwswm,  .fohn  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,  Sir  Tbos.  (Londonderry) 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  E.  H. " 
Xj&v^^,  Sir  Elliott  (Birkenhead) 
Leigii-Kennett,  Henry  Cnrrie 


{COMMONS} 

Leigh  ton,  Stanley 
Llewellyn,  E.  H/(Somerdiet) 
Llewelyn,  Sir  D.  (Swansea) 
Ijockwood,  Lt.'CuL  A,  R. 
Loder,  G.  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Cob  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Lon^,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverptwl) 
JjOpey,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lome,  Marquess,  of 
Lowe,  Franeis  William 
Lowles,  John 

Lowther,  KlH  n  JW(Cumh'land 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirk  man 
Lyttclton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney,  W.  G.  El  1mm 
Macdona,  John  T'u aiming 
Maclver*  David  (Livertjool) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M '  A rthnr,  Charles  (Liverpool ) 
M'Calniont,  Col.  J.  (Antrim, E, 
M'Killopt  Jamea 
Malcolm,  Inn 
Maple,  Sir  John  Bhindell 
Martin,  Kiehard  Biddulph 
M  sL'^>ey  -Ma  in  w  a  r  ing,  H  n .  W*  F. 
Maxwell,  Rt,  Hon.  Sir  H.  E. 
Mellur,  Colonel  ^Lanca.shire) 
Melville,  Bere^jford  Valentine 
Middleniore,  J.  Tkrog:morton 
Mildniay,  Francis  Binghanj 
Milton,  Via<?ount 
Mi! ward,  Colonel  Victor 
\Ionk,  Charles  Jamea 
More,  Robert  -L  (Stiro|vghire) 
Morjj^an,  Hn.  F.  (Munni'thsbJ 
MorrelU  Gei»r^'o  Herbert 
Morrisoru  Walter 
Morton.  A.  !L  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  WilUani  tieorge 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Kt.  Hn,  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  .L  (Coventry) 
Murray,  CoL  Wyndliani(Bath) 
flyers,  William  Henry 
Nichidfton,  William  iirabani 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Northcote,  Hon-  Sir II .Stafford 
G*Neill,  Hon.  Rol>ertTorren9 
Orr-Ewing^  Charles  Lindsay 
Farkeft,  El>enezer 
Pamell,  John  Howard 
Penn,  John 
l*en'y.  Earl 

Pilkinjjtnn*  R,|  Lanes, New  ton 
Powell.  Sir  Francis  Hliarf* 
Pretymtui,  Ernest  George 
Prie-stley,  Sir  W.  (h  (EdinJ 
Pryee- Jones,  Lt,-CoL  Edward 
Purvis,  Roli^rt 
Quilter,  Sir  Cnthliert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Ra'icb,  MsLJor  l*>ederic  Carne 
Renshuw,  <  luules  Bine         » 
Rentonl,  ilnmea  Alexander 


iju!  HoiU^, 


I31G 


PRIVATE    LEGISLATION    PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  [EXPENSES]. 

liesolution  reported — 

**That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  pay- 
ment, out  of  moneys  to  l>e  provided  by  l^iirfia* 
ment,  of  any  retunneratiou,  allowances,  and 
ex)>ense3  that  may  Ijeoome  payable  under  any 
Act  of  the  present  se*»i^ion  tu  provide  for  irn* 
proving  and  extending  the  procedure  for 
obtainmg    Parliamentajy  j>owerB   by   way  of 


Ridley,  Kt  Hn.  Sir  Bfatt  W. 
Ritchie^  RU  Hon.  C.  Thom«m 
Robertson,  Herl»ert(  Hackneys 
Robinson,  BiY>oke 
Kothr^rhild,  Hn.  Lionel  Walt'r 
Hound,  James 

Ru.s*iell,(ien.  F.  S.  (Chelten'mV 
Russell,  T   W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Sandys,  Lieut. -CoL  Thos.  M, 
Sass()on,  Sir  Ed  wan!  A I  ben- 
Savory,  Sir  *  Joseph 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Setou-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Sidebolham,  J,  W,   (Cheshim) 
Simeon,  Sir  Banington 
Skewes'Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  J  as,  Parker  ( f,anark».) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Stnutd) 
Stanley,  Edw.  J,  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Henry  M.  (Lambeth) 
Stanley,  Lord  ( Lanes. ) 
Stephens,  Henry  Cliarles 
Stewart,  Sir  M.J.  M  Ta^gart 
St^jck,  James  H  enry 
Stone,  Sir  Ren  a  min 
Strauss,  Arthu 
Sutliei  land,  S  ir  Thomas 
Talbot,  Lord  Er.  (Chichester) 
TallKji,  Kt.Hm  J.G.(Ox,  Uain 
Thorbiirn,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M, 
Tfdleinathe,  Henry  Jame^ 
Toinlinsim,  W,  E.  Murray 
Tritlon,  Charles  Ernest 
^^^lelltia,  Vi?icoiint 
Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C.  E.  Howanl 
Ward,  Hon.  RobL  A.   (Cr^'We) 
Warde,  Lieut.  Col  C,  E.  ( Kmit) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederi«*k 
Welby,  Lieut, -Col.  A.  C.  K. 
Wentworth,  Rruc*3  C  Vemon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hn.  John  Lloyd 
Wliiteley,  H.  (Ashtonn.-L.) 
Wliitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
^^'illiams.  Colonel  K.  (T>ors^t) 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell  (Birm J 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wiison-Tmld,  Wm.  H.(Yorka.) 
Wodehouse.Rt.  Hn,  E.  R.  ( Bath 
Wortley*  Rt.  Hn,  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wylic,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H, 
Wyvill,  Marmadiike  D*Arcy 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Armsirone 
Young,  Connnandcrl  Befkf»,E  | 
Youngt>r,  William 

Tkllers  for  thk  Nors— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr,  Anstrntlier. 

Proriaional    Orders   in    maiterfl    relating    to 
Scotland.*' 

Resoltition  agreed  to, 

BATHS    AND    WASHHOCSES    ACTS 
AMENDMENT    BILL. 

Read  a  second  time,  and  com  mitt  ed  for 

Mcmtiay  next. 

Adjourned  at  twenty    minntee 
after  Twelve  o  clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday,  lOth  Jane  1899. 


PRIFATE   BILL   BUSINESS, 


LONDON  AND  NORTH  •  WESTERN 
RAILWAY  (ADDITIONAL  POWERS) 
BILL. 

Examiner's  Certificate  of  non-com- 
pliance with  the  Staiitling  Orders  referred 
to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  on 
Thursday  next. 


Z     KENSINGTON     AND     NOTTING     HILL 
S  ELECTRIC    LIGHTING    BILL. 

*"    SHIREBHOOK     XSD      DISTRICT     GAS 
I  BILL. 

I     SOUTH       STAFFORDSHIRE        STFPEN 
^  DIARY    JUSTICE    BILL. 

IN*  JTTINGH  AM     CORPORATION      BILL^ 
WOLVERH  AM  PTuN      TRAMWAYS 
BILL  [L<^r*U]. 

^        Eeported  with  Amendments. 
^    FISHGUARD  WATER  AND   GAS   BILL. 
fes    WETHERBY    DISTRICT    WATER    BILL, 
SOUTH    EASTERN     RAILWAY    BILL. 

Committee  to  meet  on  Monday  neact. 

BARRY  RAILWAY  BILL. 

LANCASHIRE  AND  YORKSHIRE   RAIL- 
WAY  (NEW  RAILWAYS)  BILL. 

LANCASHIRE  AND  YORKSHIRE    RAIL- 
WAY  (VARIOUS  POWERSJ  BILL, 

Committee  to  meet  on  Friday  nert- 

BIRKENHEAD     CORPORATION       BILL 
[Lorda], 

Commons'  Amendments  considered,  and 
agreed  to. 

OWENS       COLLEGE        (MANCHESTER) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

Committed  forthwith;   Reported  with 
Amendments. 

WOKING  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL. 
Eiead  2*,  and  committed. 


BROOKE'S       PARK       (LONDONDERRY) 

BILL  [Lords], 

Read  3*,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Commons. 
Vol.  LXXII.         [Foukth  Series.] 


BLACKPOOL  IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 
DARWEN  CORPORATION    BILL. 
DUBLIN  CORPORATION    BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Comiiions;  read  1% 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners. 

GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY  BILL. 

The  Chairman  of  Committees  informed 
the  House  that  the  f>pposition  to  the  Bill 
was  withdrawn  :  The  order  made  on  the 
lat  instant  discharged ;  and  Bill  com- 
mitted. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS   CONFIRMATION 
(No.  2)  BILL  [Lorcl^]. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  3)  BILL  [Lonia], 

WEST  MIDDLESEX  WATER  BILL. 

AIRE  AND  CALDER  NAVIGATION  BILL. 

EAST  LONDON  WATER  BILL. 

MILTON  CHEEK   CONSERVANCY  BILL. 

GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

GREAT  WESTERN   AND   GREAT    CEN 
TRAL  RAILWAY  COMPANIES  BILL. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, That  the  following  Lords  l>e  proposed 
to  the  House  to  form  the  Select  Com- 
mittee for  the  consideration  of  the  said 
Bills ;  (viz.), 

E.  Spencer  (chairman), 

V.  Falmouth, 

L.  Boston, 

L.  Crofton, 

L.  Sudley  (E.  Arran) ; 

agreed  to  ;  and  the  said  Lords  appointed 
accordingly  :  The  Committee  to  meet  on 
Thursday  next,  at  Eleven  o^-lock  ;  and 
all  petitions  referred  to  the  Committee, 
with  leave  to  the  petitioners  praying  to 
be  heard  by  counsel  against  the  Bills  to 
be  heard  as  desired,  as  also  counsel  for 
the  Bills. 

GAS    ORDERS    CONFIRMATION  (No.  I) 
BILL  [Lords]. 

WATER    ORDERS    CONFIRMATION 

BILL  [Loni.H]. 

GAS  AND  WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRi\L\- 
TION  BILL  [Umhl 

Read  3'  (according  to  order),  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Common?. 

3  A 
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ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL    [Lords]. 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  15)    BILL  [Lords]. 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order)  :  Bills  reported  without  Amend- 
ment :  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bills  to  be  read  3 '  on  Monday  next. 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  II)  BILL  [Lords]. 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) :  Amendments  made ;  Standing 
Committee  negatived ;  the  Report  of 
Amendments  to  be  received  on  Monday 
next. 

ELECTRIC   LIGHTING   PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL. 

CENTRAL  ELECTRIC  SUPPLY  BILL. 

CENTRAL  LONDON  RAILWAY   BILL. 

CHARING    CROSS,    EUSTON,   AND 
HAMPSTEAD  RAILWAY  BILL. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY  BILL. 


Act,  from  1st  January  to  31st  December, 
1898;  Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant 
to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


GAS   LIGHT 


AND   COKE 
BILL. 


COMPANY 


LONDON  GOVERNMENT  BILL. 
To  be  read  2*  on  Tuesday  next.     (The 
Lard  President^  Duke  of  Detxmshire). 

FINANCE  BILL. 
(Second  Reading.) 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing read. 

Read  2*  (according  to  order);  Com- 
mittee negatived :  Then  Standing  Qnler 
No.  XXXIX.  considered  (according  to 
order),  and  dispensed  with  :  Bill  read  3% 
and  passed. 

TRAWLERS'  CERTIFICATES  SUSPEN- 
SION BILL  [Lords]. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
order) ;  further  Amendments  made ;  and 
Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Thursday  next. 

[ELEMENTARY     EDUCATION     (DEFEC- 
j      TIVE    AND    EPILEPTIC    CHILDREN) 


LONDON,  BRIGHTON,  AND  SOUTH  ! 
COAST  RAILWAY  (VARIOUS  POWERS)  I 
BILL.  I 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 1 
tion,  that  the  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux 
be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a  member  of 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in  I 
the  place  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford ;  and  j 
that  the  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux  be  | 
chairman  of  the  said  Committee  :  read,  ! 
and  agreed  to.  I 

NORTH    STAFFORDSHIRE    RAILWAY   j 

BILL  [Lords].  ' 

LONDON    AND    SOUTH-WESTERN       ' 
RAILWAY  HILL  [Lords]. 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Selec-  ■ 
tion,  that  the  Lord  Amherst  of  Hackney  i 
be  proposed  to  the  House  as  a  member  of  i 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in 
the  place  of  the  Lord  Farnham ;  read,  ' 
and  agreed  to.  I 


BILL  [Lords]. 

To  be  read  2*  on  Tuesday  next. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  d:c. 

MERCHANT  SEAMEN'S  FUND. 
Account  of  the  receipt  and  expenditure 
under  the   Seamen's   Fund    Winding-up 


QUESTIONS, 


INDENTURING    IN    WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA. 

*LoRD  STANLEY  of  ALDERLEY: 
My  Lords,  I  desire  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  to 
explain  fully  the  nature  of  the  indenturing 
arrangements  in  Western  Australia,  and 
to  state  why  the  Secretary  of  State 
abolished  the  Aborigines  Protection 
Board  in  that  colony  without  previously 
informing  Parliament  of  his  intention,  as 
he  had  promised  should  be  done  ;  and  to 
ask  what  this  board  is  doing  now  that  it 
has  been  made  a  branch  of  the  Perth 
Government,  and  under  what  conditions 
J.P.'s  are  appointed  for  the  outlving  parts 
of  the  colony.  As  I  have  already  in- 
formed my  noble  friend,  I  have  nothing 
to  add  to  the  notice  except  to  give  him 
the  ext  ract  in  which  Mr.  Chamberlain 
promised  to  lay  the  information  before 
rarliament.   It  appears  in  a  Parliamentary 
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follows  ; 

**MR.   CHAMBEULAIX  to  ik>VERNOR  SiR 

Gerard  Smith. 

*•  AugUHt  21»  1896. 
**  I  liitve  now,  therefore,  to  recjuest  yon  to  in- 
fonii  Sir  John  Fnrrc>»t  that,  after  farther  cud- 
sideration  of  the  reprtwcntations  wljicli  he  hiis 
made,  I  am  preimred  .  ,  *  .  to  lay  tlie 
cxHTCspondpiiee  Ijefore  Parliiiment  witli  a*  view 
to  a8cen4iinin<^  the  i^eiieral  feeUnj^  of  the 
House  of  CouiiHotiM  on  tlie  Hiilpject." 

The  under  SECRETAKY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  COLQNIh>;  {the  ELvrl 
of  Selborne):  My  Lords,  the 
"  Indenturing "  system  is  regulated  hy 
Part  lY.  of  the  Aborigines  Protection 
Act,  1886,  from  which  it  appears  that  a 
resident  magistrate  could  at  that  time  on 
the  instruethms  of  the  iKiani,  but  now  of 
the  Minister,  apprentice  a  native  or  half- 
cai^te  child  until  he  reached  the  age  of  2L 
It  is  hardly  pof^siWe  within  the  limits  of  a 
reasonable  explanation  to  give  all  the 
details  of  the  arrangement  with  its 
accompanying  regulations,  but  if  the ' 
noble  Lord  desires,  I  will  gladly  furnish 
him  with  a  copy  of  the  Act,  I  may  say 
that  this  system  of  indenturing  is  not  one 
of  entirely  recent  growth,  but  has  arisen 
from  experience  under  the  system  of 
Crown  and  Colony  Governmetit  as  well 
as  during  the  present  rr(jinu\  In  reply  to 
the  second  portion  of  his  question,  the 
noble  Lord  will  see,  on  reference  to  Blue 
Book  C.  8,350,  publishe*!  in  FcUruary, 
1897,  that  what  Mr.  Chandierlain  said 
(Atigust  21  Ht,  IH96,  page  138)  was  that  he 
was  prepare4l,  if  Sir  John  Forrest  woulrl 
state  what  arrangements  he  proposed  to 
make  for  fixing  definitely  the  responsi- 
bility for,  il'c.,  to  lay  the  correspondence 
before  Parliament  with  a  view  to  ascer- 
taining  the  general  feelirjg  of  Parliament 
on  the  subject.  ThisSir  Jtihn  Forrest  and 
the  legislature  did  in  the  reisolutions  of 
the  legit^latnre  of  Western  Australia  of 
October  26th,  1 896  (see  Sir  G.  Smith's 
despitch  of  Deeemher  4th,  1896,  page  141 
of  the  Blue  Rook),  and  the  corresp<m<lerice 
was  duly  laid  before  Pailiament  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1897.  As  Parliament  took  no 
notice  of  thecorresp<indence,  Mr»  Chamber- 
lain had  no  longer  any  reason  for  refusing 
to  accept  the  proposals  of  the  Western  Aus- 
tralian Government,  and  they  were  so  in-  I 
formed  on  July  10th,  1S97,  nearly  six  I 
months  after  Parliament  hjul  been  I 
placed  in  possession  of  the  correspjridence. 
As  to  the  third  portion  of  this  question, 
the  noble  Lonl  will  see,  on  reference  to 


rs  u.  8,350,  that  the  arrangement 
was  that  the  board   was  to  l»e  abolished 

I  and  its  functions  discharged  by  a  Govern- 
ment sub-department  under  the  control  of 
a  responsible  Minister,  and   that  it  has, 

I  therefore,  now  ceased  to  exist.     The  work 

:  is  now  entirely  under  a  Department  of 
the  Government.  The  answer  to  the 
concluding  paragraph  of  the  (juestion 
is  that  justices  of  the  peace  in  AVestern 
Australia,  as  elsewhere,  are  appointed 
by  the  Governor  on  the  recommendation 
of  his  responsible  advisers,  and  hold 
office  during  pleasure.  The  Agent-General 
of  Western  Australia  has  fx^intetl  out 
to  me  what  must  oecur  to  the  Jiuble 
Lord — namely,  how  extremely  tlifhcult  it 
is  in  sparsely  populated  community, 
such  as  in  Western  Austiiilia,  always  to 
tindj  tirst-rata     men     for     the    office   of 

I  magistrate.  He  assures  me  that  the 
Government    do    exercise     the  greatest 

i  possible   care   in   making  their   appoint- 

I  ments. 

*The  marquess  of  hi  PON  :  My 
Lords,  this  matter  is  more  important 
than  perhaps  might  be  gathered  from  the 
short  answer  which  has  l>een  given  l>y  the 
noble  Ikrl  the  Under  Secretary  of  State, 
and  I  hope  your  Lordships  will  pirdon 
me,  as  I  was  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  when  this  fjuestion  wai*  first 
raised  J  if  I  make  a  few  obscr\ation.^  upon 
it.  I  do  not  propose,  in  the  observations 
I  desire  to  address  to  the  Hotise,  to 
criticise  or  to  nme  any  objection  to  the 
course  which  has  been  taken  by  the 
right  bon.  Gentleman  the  present  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  the  abolition  of  the 
Aborigines  Protection  Board.  I  think 
the  conclusion  to  w^hich  he  has  come 
was,  under  the  circumstances,  prot>- 
ably  inevitable,  but  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  are  worth  considering,  \^'hen 
responsible  government  \vn&  first  given  to 
Western  Austmlia  there  was  a  strong 
feeling,  as  I  have  always  understood,  in 
the  other  House  of  Parliament  with 
regard  to  the  question  of  treatment  of 
natives  in  the  colony,  and  it  was  made 
a  condition  of  the  granting  of  responsible 
government  to  Western  Australia  in  1890 
that  a  boiirtl  should  be  appointed,  the 
meml^ers  of  which  should  be  nominated 
by  the  Governor,  not  upon  the  advice  of 
his  new  responsible  Ministers,  but  u  >oa 
his  own  personal  authority,  and  that  it 
should  have  at  its  disposal  the  sum  of 
£5,000  a  year  to  be  voted  by  the  Western 
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Australian  Parliament,  which  sum  it  :  annual  grants  raised  by  the  colony,  it  is 
should  dispose  of  entirely  at  its  own  not  sui'prising,  I  admit,  that  a  respoiiBible 
pleasure,  witliout  any  reference  to  the  Government  and  a  Colonial  Parliament 
local  Government.  The  people  of  should  find  an  arrangement  of  that  kind 
Western  Australia  accepted  the  con- '  ver}'  irksome  and  inconsistent  with  the 
dition.  They  passed  the  Constitution  acknowknlged  principles  of  constitutional 
Act  with  that  provision  in  it,  and  government.  Therefore,  my  Lords,  I 
it  was  well  known  and  well  understood  I  had  no  hesitation  in  admitting  that  the 
that  this  was  the  only  means  by  which  '  l>oar(l  must  be  of  a  temporary  Kind,  and 
t\\Q  grant  of  responsible  government  to  |  all  that  has  i>assed  since,  I  imagine,  is 
th(»  colony  would  have  been  accepted  ,  this,  that  the  present  Secretary  of  State 
at  the  time  by  the  Imperial  Parlia-  has  found  that  the  state  of  things  which 
nient.  I  think  the  Act  was  passed  I  thought  difficult  to  maintain  has  become 
in  the  year  1890.  Two  yeai-s  after-  still  less  easv  to  maintain  ;  and  that  after 
wards,  in  1892,  just  after  I  became  having,  as  the  noble  Earl  has  said,  placed 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  remon-  certain  Papers  l>efoi-e  Parliament  in  1897, 
strances,  couched  in  very  strong  language,  !  he  thought  himself  free,  as  those  Papers 
were  received  at  the  Colonial  Oftico  I  had  apparently  attracted  no  Parliamen- 
against  the  continuance  of  this  lx)ard.  ,  tary  attention,  to  consent  to  the  abolition 
It  did  not  require  much  time  to  see  that  |  of  the  board,  and  I  am  not  inclined  to 
a  board  of  this  kind,  comi)ose(l  in  this  criticise  that  decision,  which  must  have 
way  and  spending  at  its  own  will  and  1  been  arrived  at  sooner  or  later.  I  think 
plciisure  money  voted  by  the  Colonial  the  question  was  raiseil,  as  I  have  said. 
Parliament  without  any  reference  to  the  rather  prematurely  by  the  Colonial 
Colonial  Ministers,  wjis  not  a  board  which  Government,  but  that  the  system  couU 
could  ])e  long  maintained  in  the  face  of  \  be  maintained  in  the  face  of  the  grant  of 
the  system  of  responsible  government  then  self- government  to  the  colony  for  any 
estii])lished  in  ^^  estern  Australia.  But  I  I  lengtJi  of  time  is,  I  think,  a  proposal 
am  bound  to  say  that,  recollecting  that !  which  cannot  be  upheld.  A\  e  have 
the  Act  of  Parliament  had  only  been  |  in  this  case  a  proof  of  the  delicacy  and  the 
passed  two  years,  it  did  seem  to  me  |  difficulty  of  dealing  with  these  questions 
rather  a  premature  proceeding  on  the  of  the  treatment  of  natives  in  colonies  pos- 
part  of  the  colony  to  demand  the  aboli- '  sessing  responsible  self-government  by  the 
tion  of  an  institution  the  esta])li8hment  of  Government  at  home.  In  the  case  of  Crown 
which  hiwl  been  part  of  the  understanding  colonies  and  colonies  administered  bv 
uixHi  which  responsible  government  hiul  chartered  companies  like  the  British  Soutli 
been  granted  ;  and  while  1  always  ad-  Africa  Compmy  the  difficulty  does  not 
mitted  that  the  arrangement  was  neces-  afise.  In  those  cases  the  Government  at 
sarily  a  temporary  one,  1  did  not  feel  '  home  hjis  full  power,  and  therefore  it  is 
myself  able  to  advise  at  that  time  that  |  right  that  it  should  have  complete  responsi- 
this  board  should  be  abolished.  I  made  bility.  It  can  order  what  it  pleases  and 
various  proposals,  with  which  I  need  not  !  what  it  thinks  right,  and,  having  ordered 
trouble  your  Lordships,  to  mitigate  the  !  it,  it  has  the  power  of  enforcing  it. 
objections  which  were  felt  in  some  minor ,  But  in  the  ciise  of  colonies  with  rosponsi* 
points,  but  Sir  John  Forrest  and  his  '  ble  government  the  Colonial  Office  has  no 
Government  were  not  willing  to  accept ,  power  at  all  as  regards  administration, 
these  suggestions,  their  c»bjection  being  ;  It  cannot  order  anything  to  l)o  done.  It 
to  the  general  principle,  and  not  to  may  express  an  opinion,  but  that  opinion 
matters  of  detail.  They  made  complaints  hiis  no  practical  force  whatever  except 
against  the  board  which  they  did  not,  ,'  such  as  may  be  allotted  to  it  by  the 
as  1  thought,  establish,  but  the  essence  '  Colonial  Government  out  of  respect — and 
of  their  objection  wjis  that  the  existence  |  I  am  afraid  this  does  not  often  occur — to 
of  a  board  of  this  kind  was  incon-  the  opinion  of  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
sistrnt  with  the  grant  of  constitu- 1  With  regard  to  legislation,  no  doubt  tie 
tional  government  to  the  colony,  and  ,  Secretary  of  State  has  the  power  of  ad- 
wluMi  you  tind  that  the  boanl,  having  vising  Her  Majesty  to  withhold  her 
£0,000  a  year  at  its  disposal,  spent  assent  frt>m  Acts  of  the  Colonial  Parlia- 
sonu'Linu^s  not  nnich  more  than  half  that  ments  to  which  he  thinks  there  arc 
sum,  and  wiis  therefore  accumulating  |  objections  ;  but  the  tendency  of  the 
in  its  hands  a  sum  oi  money,  besides  the  1  times,   growing,    I  think,   from   year  to 
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— and  necessarily,  in  my   jiiJgnient, 

g« I wi  11^  from  year  ti  year — is  that  tht' 
jlonia!  Sec  notary  shoiiltl  not  atlvise  the 
•  exercise  of  that  power  on  thr  piirt  of  the 
Crown  except  in  caiiies  in  which  an 
Imperial  interest  is  concerned,  or,  at  all 
event'?,  in  caseii  where  the  matter  l^  UKire 
than  a  purely  local  one.  Therefore^  prac- 
tically, my  Lurcb,  even  in  that  case  the 
power  of   the   Sccrotary   of  State  is  not 

g'eat,  and  the  rtjsult  is  this,  that  the 
ome  Government  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  are  syppose^.1  to 
be  responsihle  for  proceedings  over  which 
they  have  very  li  t tie  control.  The  responsi 
bility  is  not  real,  but  to  a  grear  exterjt 
theoretical,  and,  although  I  am  not  dlxnit 
to  advocate  the  jmI option  of  any  general 
principle  or  any  immediate  steps  in  tlie 
matter,  I  cannot,  a^  the  question  has  lit^en 
raised,  help  expressing  my  belief  tliat  the 
ultimate  solution  of  thi.<  ijucstiun  will  be 
found  ill  pLuring  the  management  of 
natives  in  the  territories  of  resp<:> risible 
Governments  in  the  hanch  of  the  local 
overnments  themselve-.  They  should 
ave  the  full  responsihility -the  full 
responsibility  U^iore  tht^ir  ow^n  Par- 
liament, and  liefore  the  public  at 
home — for  anything  tljcy  may  do,  and 
the  present  supposed  re ?;po risibility  of 
Downing  Street  should  rm  hiuger  be 
maintained  I'veri  in  public  opinion.  It 
should  be  admitted  that  these  are  r|ueS' 
tions  which  must  l)c  dealt  with  by  the 
local  responsible  Government,  and  must 
be  dealt  with  b)'  that  Govemmera  upon 
their  own  responsilulity  and  at  their  ovni 
cost. 

The  earl  of  SELBORNE:  I  hope 
your  Lordships  will  allow  ine  to  siiy  one 
or  two  words  in  reply  to  the  observations 
of  the  noble  Marquess,  I  confined  my 
answer  to  the  rather  technical  points  j 
raised  in  the  <iuestion  of  the  noble  Lord,    i 

The  marquess  of  RIPON:   I  did 

not  mean  to  make  any  complaint 

The  earl  of  SELBORNE:  The 
no) lie  Marquess  has  taken  the  opportunity 
of  introducing  the  snbjeet  in  rather  a 
wider  aspect.  He  has  given  your  Lord- 
ships a  history  of  the  case  as  it  was  up  to 
the  moment  wlien  tfie  present  Govern- 
ment came  u\Uy  office,  and  with  not  only 
that  statement  of  the  case — as  to  which 
the  noble  Marquess,  of  course,  mu3t  be 


the  liest  irdormed  man  exi.'^tirig  -but  also 
with  the  impressiiMis  that  thr  sequence  of 
cvenis   had  left  iti  his  nniid.  I  have  cer- 
tainly no  iss]ie  to  join  with  him.    We  found 
steady    pressure    coming    fi'ora    Western 
Austr-alia  to  expunge  from  the  Westeni 
Australian  Constitution  Act  this  particular 
provision    in    respect    of    the   Aborigines 
Board,  and  1  do  nnt  think  we  fliiiered  in 
any  degree  from  the  nolde  Manjuess  in 
thinking  that  the  pressure  for  a  change^ 
relating   as    it    did    to    a    provision    in 
the    Act    which    it    was    agreed    could 
not  be  permanent,  was  i-ather  premature. 
Tlie  pressure,  nevertheless,  eontiiuicd  to 
increase    rather    than     to     diminish     in 
strength-    It  seemed  to  the  Legislature  of 
Western  Australia  to  be  in  the  nature  of 
a    flerogation    of     their    f\ill    rights    of 
responsible  government.      Of   course,    it 
is   not  a  case  in  which  the  Government 
would  wish  to  enter  upon  a  perfectly  use- 
less   contest  with  the   Colonial  Govern- 
ment, but  Mr  Chamberlain  felt   ihat  it 
was  quite  impossible  for  him^  or  for  the 
Government  by  itself,  to  consent  to  such 
a  speedy  change  in  a  provision  that  harl 
been  8pecial!y  inserted,  after  careful  deli 
be  ration,    in    an    Act   of    the     Imperial 
Government      He  accord ingly  said   that 
if   Sir    John    Forrest    and    his  Ministry 
would   make  their  definite  proposals  for 
carrying  on  the  work  of  the  board,  he 
!  would  lay  those  propos<ds  Ijcfore  Parlia- 
ment, and  that  if   Parliament,  which  was 
responsible  for  the   Imperial  Act,   raised 
no    objection,    then  the   C'olonial    Office 
would  consent  to  the  change.      Sir  John 
Forrest  did  make  his  proposals,  the  Papers 
were  laid  before  Pariiament,    Pai^liament 
t€»ok  no  notice  of  them,  and  accordingly 
Mr.  Chand*erlairi  admitted  that  there  was 
no  further  reasonable  cause  for  holding 
out  against  the  contention  of  the  (Tovern- 
ment  of   Western    Australia.     That,  my 
Lords,  is  the  history  of  the  case  carried 
on   fi'om  the  point  at  which    the    noble 
Man[uess  left  it.     It  would  be  presump- 
tuous cm  my  part  to  deal  with  those  very 
large  questions  raised  by  the   noble  Mar- 
quess  irj   connection    with    the  responsi- 
hility  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for   the 
Colonies  for  the  treatment  of  aborigines 
in   colonies   enjoying  the  ftill  benefit  of 
resp^^nsible   government.      According   to 
my    slight   experience,   ivhai   the    noble 
Marquess  has  said  accurately  depicts  the 
dithculties  of  the  Colonial    Oilice,   but  I 
feel  compelled  to  say  that  there  seems  a 
very  imperfect  tmdei*standing  among  some 
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sf^ction-s  of  the  public,  and  also  among 
section-*  of  the  public  Press,  in  this 
connection.  It  is  not  necessary  to  cite 
actual  ca.s».'>,  but  where  acts,  which  I  do 
not  criticise,  and  upon  which  I  express  no 
opinion,  in  relation  to  a*>origines  have 
been  carriecl  out  hy  the  Government  of  a 
self-<^oveniing  country  there  have  been 
frantic  api^-afs  from  philanthropic  people 
in  this  country  to  the  Colonial  Office  to 
interfere  with  theGr>\  ernm«.  n:  of  the  co'ony 
to  which  responsible  goverimient  has  iKjen 
fully  giaiited.  But  that  is  not  a  possible 
situation  or  a  jxjssil»le  solution.  When 
we  give  self-government  to  one  of  our 
«;olonie'*  it  is  given  for  gowl  or  for  evilj 
for  a  whole  and  not  for  a  part  ;  and  only 
when  general  Imjicrial  considerations  come 
in,  affecting  the  Em[)ire  as  a  whole,  is 
there  an  opix^itunity  for  the  Colonial 
Office  to  f>oint  out  to  the  Government  in 
question  how  far  its  Acts  or  propose<l 
legislation  are  at  variance  with  the 
interests  of  the  P^mpire  at  large.  So  far 
as  the  internal  government  of  the  colony 
is  concerned,  whether  the  supposed  Acts 
refer  to  white  or  to  black  men,  it  is  not 
an  exaggeration  to  say  that  the  Colonial 
Office  has  no  \)ovrcr  at  all ;  and  I  will  go 
further  and  say  that  if  the  Colonial  Office 
attempted  to  take  any  share  of  responsi- 
bility on  its  shoulders  in  these  cases  it 
would  [)r<Kluce  more  evil  than  good.  It 
would  cause  immense  friction,  it  would  ; 
probal)Iy  fail  in  pnxlucing  the  effect  in- 
tended, and  any  influence  that  might 
otherwise  l)e  brought  to  bear,  by  purely 
private  and  unofficial  representation, 
-would  be  rendered  useless.  Therefore  I 
cannot  too  strongly  say  how  heartily  I  ; 
agree  with  the  general  principle  which  has  | 
l>een  laid  down  ]>y  the  noble  Marquess,      i 

LONDON  CJOVKKNMENT  BILL.  ', 

Thk  rklMK  MINISTER  AND  SECRE-' 
TARY  OF  STATE  for  F0RP:IGN 
AFFAIIuS  (The  MAugrhxs  of  Salls- 
lumv) :  My  Lords,  ])efore  the  House 
adjourns,  1  think  I  ought  to  reply  to  the 
question  which  was  asked  yesterday  by 
the    noble    VjxvI    opposite    (the  KsltI  of 


The  EARL  or  KIMBERLEY 
dav  next  will  suit  us. 
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The  MARQUESS  or  SALISBURY: 
Then  it  shall  be  put  down  for  Tuesday. 


House  adjourne«l  at  five  o*clock  to 
next,  a  quarter  before 
o*clock. 


Monday 

Eleven 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Fririmf,  16th  Jun€    1899, 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


DAK  WEN  CORPORATION  BILL. 

DUBLIN  CORPORATION  BILL.  (ByOrdtrj. 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

DERBY    CORPORATION     (TRAMWAYS. 
ETC.)  BILL. 

LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL   (MONEY) 
BILL. 

As  amended,  considered ;    to  be  read 
the  third  time. 

GLASGOW  CORPORATION  TELE- 
PHONES BILL.    (By  Order). 

Second   Reading  deferred   till  Friday 
June  30th. 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT 

PROVISIONAL  ORDER  CONFIRMATION 

(LIVERPOOL)   BILL.  [Lorda.] 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 


RAILWAY  BILLS  (GROUP  8). 

GREENOCK  AND  PORT  GLASGOW 
TRAMWAYS  BILL. 

♦Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTUER  (Cumljcrland, 
Penrith):  I  have  to  move  that  certain 
parties  1k5  ordered  to  attend  the  CJom- 
niittee  on  the  Greenock  and  Port  Glasgow 
Tramways  Bill  on  Monday.  As  the  cir- 
cumstanees  are  a  little  uimsual  I  wish  to 

Kimherley)    as    to   the   date   when   the ',  explain  why   I  make  the  Motion  instead 

Second   Reading  of  the  London  Govern- !  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Knutsford,  who  is 

ment   Hill  will  be  taken.     I  understand     '    "  -    -     ^ 

that  Tuesday   next  will    suit    my  noble 

friend,  the  I  hike  of  Devonshire,  and  if  i». 

also  suits  n()])le  Lonls  opposite  I  shall  be 

pleased  to  put  the  Bill  down  for  Second 

Reading  on  that  day. 

Earl  of  Sdfwrne, 


chairman  of  the  Committee.  The  fact  is 
that  the  Committee  have  mljourneii  until 
Monday,  and  it  was  only  discovered  to- 
day that  it  would  require  an  Order  of  the 
House  to  ena))le  the  gentlemen  to  attend 
on  that  day.     In  the  absence  of  the  hon. 


mmn^K^. 


JUNE 


^JtWlfA 


VW^IMWi?. 


Memljer  for  Knutsfurd  I  tjike  upon  me  the 
responsibility  which  ordinarily  falls  on 
the  chairman. 

Mr.  Jarues  William  Lowther  id  formed  the 
Hotise  that  the  ConiniiUee  on  ilroup  S  of 
Kai  I  way  an  d  T  rain  \v  ay  Bi  H  !^  Im  v  in  g  skI  j  ou  i  netl  ^ 
the  partiei*  promoting  the  ( J  re e nock  anii  Fort 
4jla*ii;ow  Tramways  Bill  [Lords],  which  was 
comprii^ieci  in  the  iiranp.  had  appeared  hefore 
him,  and  proverl  that  the  evidence  of  Bol>ert 
Cook,  of  9.  iJrangefield  PI  are,  tJreenock,  John 
Daniel  Clink, of  Xi,  i  Jctrtvia  Terrace,  lireenock, 
John  Camenin,  of  4*1,  Linnart  Street, 
Greenock,  Ihiniel  M\\rthur  ICrskine.  of  Lin- 
nart iJrove,  Kreenot'k,  and  Hu^di  M'Miister,  of 
Port  (ila^gow,  wan  essential  lo  their  eawe ;  and 
that  their  attendance  couy  not  be  prijcured 
without  the  in  ler  vent  ion  of  the  House. 

Ordered,  that  Koln^rt  Cook,  John  Daniel 
Clink,  John  <'a!iieroii,  Daniel  MVArthnr 
Erskine,  and  Huj,di  NPMaater  do  attend  the 
Committee  on  Cronp  8  of  Kailway  and  Tram- 
way Bill*  upon  Monday  next,  at  half  past 
Eleven  of  the  clock.  — ( ^/r,  Jamtn  WVliam 
Lowiher. ) 

KINUSCOirRT,  READY.  AND   ARMAGH 
RAILWAY     HILL. 

,  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Looth.  N.):  1 
undtirstand  that  the  h^ui.  Baronet  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  this  Bill 
is  not  in  his  place,  and  that  some  of  the 
opponents  are  also  ntd  in  their  places.  I 
beg  to  postpone  my  Motion  for  the  re- 
committal of  thf  Bill  till  next  Friday. 


LOCAL    nOVKKNMKNT    PROVISIONAL 
OROKRS  (No,  2)  BILL. 

LOCAL    OOVKRNMENT    PROVISIONAL 

ORDERS  [So.  7)  BILL. 

Keport*5d,  with  Amendments  (Pro- 
visioniil  Orrh^r.'*  confirmed) ;  K+?port  to  lie 
upon  the  Table  :  Bills,  as  amended,  to  be 
considered  upon  Monday  nexL 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDERS  (No.  2)  BILL. 

LOCAL  0<n  KRN.MKNT  (IRELAND^  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORr>ERS  (No.  3)  BILL. 

Ileported,  without  Amendment  (Pro- 
visional Orders  coriltrmed) ;  Keport  to  lie 
upon  the  Table  ;  Bills  t<->  be  read  the  third 
time  upon  Monday  next, 

MILITARY        LANDS        PROVISIONAL  | 
MliUrat  BILL.  j 

Kepjrtcd,  with  im  Amendment  [Pro- 
visional Oi^er  eoniirmcdj ;  Lteport  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  I 

Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon  | 
Monday  next. 


I  ELECTRIC     LIOHTINO     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.   16)  BILL. 

I  Ropc*rted,  with  Amendments  ;  [Pro- 
WsioTial  Oi^ders  con  firmed]  ;  Reprjit  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

;      Bill,  as  amended,  to  be  considered  upon 
I  Monday  next. 

I 

ELECTRIC     LBiHTINO      PR1>VI8I0NAL 
I  ORDER  (No.   18)  BILL. 

'  ELECTRIC     Lie H TING     PROVISIONAL 

I  t  ORDERS  (No.    19)   BILL. 

!  Repented,  without  Amendment  ;  [Pro- 
visional Orders  confirmed] ;  Report  to 
lie  upon  the  Tabic. 

I  Bills  to  be  read  the  third  tiuie  upon 
Monday  next. 

BEXHILL    AND    ROTHERFTELD    RAIL 

I  WAV   P-ILL, 

'    INVERNESS  HARBOUR  BILL.    [Lords.] 
;      Kep(3rted.  with  Amendments  ;   Reports 
I  to  lie  upon  the  Tablcj  and  to  be  printed, 

WISIIAW  WATER  BILL.     iLords.] 
Repijrted,  without  Amendment ;  Report 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

i        BART(*N-ONSEA    WATER    BILL. 
I  I  Lordrt.  ] 

Reported,  with    Amendments  ;    Report 
'  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed, 

1      COLONIAL   AND   FOREIGN    BANKS 
GUARANTEE  FUND  BILL.     [Lords.] 

I      Reported,  with   Amendments  ;   Report 
;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 

!  GLASGOW    Ci>RlH>RATION     (GAS    AND 
W^ATER)  BILL.    (Lords.] 

GAINSBOROUGH    URBAN    DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  (GAS)  BILL.     [Lords,] 

DUNDEE   GAS,    STREET    [MPROVE^ 
MENTS,  ANnrilAMWAVS  BILL,  [Lords.] 

LANARKSHIRE   (MIDDLE    WARD    DIS- 
TRICT) WATER  BILL.    [Lords.] 

LIVERPOOL  OVERHEAD  RAILWAY 
BILL.     [Lords,] 

Reported,  with  Amendments  ,  Reports 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 

LOCAL    G*>VERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No,    13)   BILL. 

Reiwrted  [Provisional   Older  not  con- 
firmed J  ;  Repurt  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  SERVANTS' 
SUPERANNUATION  BILL. 
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WOKCESTKIiSHIHK  (BOUNTY  COUNCIL 
HILL.  I 

Ko))<)rte(l,    with  Amendments ;  Report '      Petition  from  Sheffield,  in    favour ;  to 
to  lio  upon  the  Tahle,  and  to  l>e  printed.    \  lie  upon  the  Table. 

I      LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND! 
I  ACT  (1894)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

i      Petitions  in  favour,  from    Dundee;— 
'  and  Beath  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
I  ACT    (1894)    AMENDMENT    (No.  2)  BILL 

I      Petition  from  Dundee,  against ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

POOR    LAW    RELIEF   (DISFRANCHISE- 
MENT). 

Petition  from  Holbeach,  for  alteration 
of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PRIVATE    LEGISLATION     PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  St.  Andrews,  in  favour; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS 
ON  SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Sawbndse- 
worth  : — Great  Yarmouth; — and  Wii- 
bech  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


.lONKS'S    DIVORCE   BILL.     [Lords.] 
Ri^ported,  from  the  Select  Committee  on 
l)iv()rce  HIHh,  without  Amendment;  Re- 
port to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
iiill  to  b(;  reml  a  third  time. 

.lONKS'S  DIVORCE  BILL.  [Lords.] 
Orlered,  That  the  Minutes  of  Evidence 
and  Proceedings  in  the  House  of  Lords 
on  the  Second  Residing  of  Jones's  Divorce 
Hill,  together  with  the  Documents  de- 
i>osited  in  the  ease,  be  returned  to  the  . 
House  of  Lords  :  and  that  the  Clerk  do 
carry  the  same.-    {Mr,  Solirit(fr-General.)     ' 

DEKBV  COUPOHATION  WATER  BILL, 
LKICKSTKU  (OKPOHATION  WATER 
BILL,  AND  SHKKFIKLD  COKPOHA- 
TION  (DEKWKNT  VALLEY)  WATER 
BILL  CONSOLIDATED  INTO  THE 
*'DEl{WKNT  VALLEY  WATER  BILL.', 

Repi»rltHl,  with  Amendments  ;  Report 
to  lie  uiK>n  the  Tabic,  and  to  be  printed. 

MKSS.UiE  KRO.M  THE  LORDS. 

That  they  have  agivinl  to — 

KINANC  E  BILL, 

NORTH    PEMBROKESHIRE  AND    FISH- 

la  ARD  RAILWAY  BILL, 

Without  Aine!idnient. 

SHiHLEY       BRllHiE     AND       CONSETT 
DISTRICT  OAS  BILL, 

With  Ameuilments. 

That  they  have  jKu^seil  a  Bill  intituled, 
**  An  Act  to  ivntirm  certain  Prvnisional 
i^nlci-s  nuulo  by  the  BoiUil  of  Trade  under 
the  KKvtric  Lighting  Acts,  1882  and 
l8Sv*^,  n*huing  to  Cray  ford,  Halesowen, 
Hauilsworth,  Lve  and  Wollescote,  and 
Lymington. '  [Klivtric  Lighting  Pro- 
visional Chxicrs  ^\o.  14  ^  Bill.  [Loms.] 


JIETUBXS,  BEPOBTS,  dr. 


KI.KCIRIC     LlilHTINi;      PROVISIONAL 
ORDKRS  ^No-   U     BILL.     [U>nis.] 

Kt^cul  the  tirst  time;  referred!  to  the 
blxaiuiiiors  of  Petitions  for  IVivate  Bills* 
iUid  to  U*  printtd.  i  Bill  237.] 


MERCHANT  SEAMEN'S  FUND. 
Account  presented,— of  the  receipt  and 
expenditure  under  the  Seamen's  Fund 
Winding-up  Act  from  1st  January  to 
31st  December,  1898  fby  Act]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [Xa 
222.1 

APPOINTMENTS    l»PEN    TO    RETIRED 
SOLDIERS. 

Return  ordereii.  "showing  the  number 
of  appointments  which  would  be  c^ien 
to  reser\'e  and  retired  Suldien  under 
the  heads  enumerated  as  suitable  in 
Appendix  to  Report  of  Select  Comminee 
on  Retired  Soldiers'  and  Sailon'  Employ- 
ment 1895  :  the  number  ol  Soldien  now 
holding  such  appointments:  and  the 
number  of  vacancies  which  have  oeenrxed 
in  such  appointments  sinoe  IVcember 
1895,  in  the  following  form : — 


ruTiTh^ys. 


U\iV\}K  TKAKKU    LiM  AL  VETO 
Sii>TL-VND    BILL. 

Petition  from   l\imfries  and  Maxwell- 
towiu  in  favour  :  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


1     lit      i*? 


*il 


iOjluiui  Lmf^} 


I 


» 


I 
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PUBLIC  INCbME  AND  EXPENDITURE. 
Keturn  ordered,  "of  Net  Public  In- 
come  and  Net  Public  Expenditure  under 
certain  specified  hcjwls,  iis  represented  by 
lieceiptti  into  und  Issues  out  of  the 
Exchequer  from  lJ<69-T0  to  I  SJ*84),  inclu- 
sive (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary 
Paper,  No.  34-4,  of  Session  1898)/'— (.SVr 
Senrtf  Fowkr.) 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  ACT, 
IHIIH  (METHOD  OF  DETERMINING 
AMOi^NTS  TO  UE  TAKEN  AS 
HAVIN<;  BEEN  RAISED  IN  STAN- 
DARD YEAR), 

Copy  onlered,  **of  Memorandum  re- 
specting the  method  adopted  in  deter- 
mining the  amounts  of  poor  rate  and 
county  cess  to  be  taken  us  having  been 
raised  during  the  standanl  financial 
year  under  Section  4i>  of  the  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1898/'-^(i/r, 
Gtrnhl  Balfour.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  l>e  printed, 
[No.  232.] 


[16  June  1899} 


SHOP  HOURS  ACT  (!892i  AMENDMENT, 
Bill  to  amend  the  Shop  Hours  Act, 
1892,  ordered  to  l>e  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Steadman,  Sir  Charles  Dilke,  and  Mr. 
Woods. 

SHOP  HOURS  ACT  0892)  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

*'To  amend  the  Shop  Hours  Act, 
1892,"  presented  accordingly,  and  read 
the  first  time  :  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  2Hth  June,  and  to  be 
printed.     [Bill  238.] 


■     dis 


FIRE  rrk;ades. 

Onlered.  That  Mr,  Alfred  Thomcis  be 
discharged  from  the  Select  Committee  on 
Fire  Brigiides. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Jones  be 
aihk'd  to  the  Committee. — {Mr,  Munro 
Ferguson.) 


QUESTIONS, 


IDUNTAfN     AND    GARRISON 
ARTILLERY. 

M  R.  AKNOLD-Ff )  KSTER  (Belfast, 
W.)  r  I  beg  to  a.sk  the  Undersecretary 
of  State  for  War  whether,  in  view  of  the 
reorganisation  of  the  Itoyal  Eegiment  of 


Artillery,  the  right  of  officers  serving 
in  the  mounted  and  garrison  branches 
respectively  will  \\e  re-establi.>^hed. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Mr.  WYXDH.4jki^ 
Dover) :  The  practice  alluded  to  Wcis  at 
all  times  tempere<l  by  selection  for  Horse 
and  Mount4Uii  Batteries.  It  involved  an 
undesirable  amoimt  of  t'omplicated  mani- 
pulation, and  was  therefore  abolished  in 
189L  There  is  no  intention  to  restore 
it. 

RECRUITS*  RATIONS. 
Mr.  HAYDEN  (Roscommon,  S.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  a  recruit  joining  at  a 
regimental  depot  is  put  through  a  severe 
course  of  gymnastic  and  other  trainings 
chiefly  in  the  open  air,  for  a  period  of 
three  months ;  and  wht'ther  he  is  aware 
that  the  bread  ration,  one  pound  per  diem, 
issued  to  him  is  regarded  as  altogether 
insutficient ;  and,  having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  the  recently  established  "  mess- 
ing allowance  "  does  not  apply,  would  he 
consider  the  advisability  of  estabhshing 
an  increased  bread  ration  for  the  recruit 
during  this  perio<l. 

Mr.  ^\^'NDHAM  :  It  is  tnie  that  the 
"  messing  allowance  "  is  nut  given  to  a 
recniit,  but  this  only  affects  his  pocket- 
He  shares  unth  his  comrtides  in  the  addi* 
tional  messingi  which  includes  extra 
bread.  But,  in  his  case,  threepence  is 
still  stopped  out  of  his  pay. 

EDWARD    LYNCHN    PENSION. 

Mr.   HAYDEN:    I    beg  to    iisk   the 

Under-Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
an  ex-soldier,  named  F^  I  ward  Lynch»  who 
was  discharged  from  the  Army  in  18B1^ 
received  no  pension  until  1894,  when  a 
pension  was  granted  and  some  arrears 
paid.  Will  he  explain  wliy,  since  then^ 
the  pension  baa  been  discontinued.  And, 
whether  he  will  have  the  case  re-con- 
sidered  with  a  view  to  the  restoration  of 
the  pension, 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Erlward  Lynch 
was  discharged  from  the  Army  in  1882, 
and  at  first  was  refused  a  pension,  in  con- 
sequence of  some  informality  in  his 
discharge  documents.  On  reconsidera- 
tion, however,  the  Commissioners  of 
Chelsea  Hospital  granted  him  a  pension 
in  1883.  At  that  time  he  could  not  be 
found  ;  but  he  again  applied  in  1894,  and 
w^aa   allowed  to  draw   his   jwnsion    from 
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January,  1892.  The  pension  has  not 
been  discontinued.  The  question  of 
allowing  arrears  from  1?<82  to  1892  is 
under  consideration. 

THE  CON NAUGHT   RANGERS   AT 
MEERUT. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS  (Denbigh- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  nsk  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  shooting  case  in 
which  four  privates  of  the  Connaught 
Rangers  came  into  collision  with  some 
natives  near  Meerut  in  Deceml)er  last, 
and  which  has  aroused  considerable 
interest  in  India ;  and  whether,  in  view 
of  the  frequent  occurrence  of  such  conflicts 
in  India,  due  to  the  practice  of  British 
soldiers  carrying  firearms  whilst  off  duty, 
he  will  consider  whether  more  stringent 
regulations  are  required  in  the  interests 
of  the  public  peace. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing) :  I  have  seen  with  much  regret  a 
newspaper  report  of  the  occurrence  re- 
ferred to,  and  have  o])served  that  it  was 
found  by  the  High  Court  of  the  North- 
Western  Provinces  that  the  soldiers  acted 
in  self  defence.  As  regards  the  second 
part  of  the  question,  the  Government  of 
India  were  consulted  hy  me  last  year,  and 
were  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  ground 
for  special  measures.  In  this  opinion  I 
concur.  The  regulations  for  the  grant 
to  soldiers  of  shooting  passes,  which  were 
revised  in  1892  and  1895,  are  already 
very  stringent.  The  hon.  Member  is 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  cases  of  col- 
lision between  British  soldiers  and 
natives  are  of  frequent  occurrence. 

OUTRAGE    BY  BRITISH   SOLDIERS  AT 
RANGOON. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS:  I  beg  to  , 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  disgraceful  outrage  upon  a  Burmese 
lady,  which  was  committed  l)y  from 
twelve  to  sixteen  men  of  the  West  Kent 
Regiment  at  Rangoon  on  2nd  April  last ; 
whether  the  civil  authorities  are  power- 
less to  discover  the  culprits  because  the 
soldiers  refuse  to  give  evidence  ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  some  forty  men  were 
either  witnesses  of  or  |)cirtici pants  in  the 
outrage,  and  that  the  regimental  autho- 
rities have  so  far  made  no  arrests  ;  and, 
whether  he  will  cause  an  immediate 
inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  matter.     As 


the  noble  Lord  answered  a  similar  ques- 
tion last  Tuesday,  perhaps  he  will  kindly 
state  if  any  additional  facts  have  tran- 
spired. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON:  On  Monday 
last  I  fully  answered  this  question  in 
reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Mayo,  and  I  must  refer  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  that  answer.  I  stated  that  every 
means  at  the  disposal  both  of  the  civil 
and  military  authorities  in  Rangoon  would 
be  used  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the 
perpetrators  of  this  disgraceful  outrage  to 
justice. 

Mr.  DAVITT  (Mayo,  S.)  :  Is  it  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  allow  this 
regiment  to  remain  at  Rangoon  after  such 
a  cowardly  outrage  1 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  I  think  that 
question  is  hardly  germane  to  the  ques- 
tion on  the  paper.  A  court  of  inquiir  is 
now  investigating  the  facts,  and  until  its 
report  has  been  received  it  is  impossible 
to  say  what  action  should  be  taken  ;  but 
the  occurrence  does  not  reflect  well  on  the 
state  of  discipline  in  the  regiment. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Have  none 
of  the  culprits  been  detected  1 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  One  man  has 
already  been  tried,  and  has  been  acquitted, 
the  judge  concurring  in  the  acquittal.  A 
court  of  inquiry  was  directed  to  be  insti- 
tuted by  the  Government  of  India  in 
order  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  culprits, 
who  have  hitherto  escaped  detection. 

Mr.  swift   MACNEILL    (Donegal, 

S.):  Is  it  a  fact  that  the  unfortunate 
woman  who  was  the  victim  of  this  outrage 
is  now  dead  ? 

Lord  G. 
heard  that. 


HAMILTON:    I   have   not 


CALCUTTA  MUNICIPAL  BILL. 
Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTS:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  he  will  state  whether  the  Select 
Committee  of  the  Bengal  Legislative 
Council  have  submitted  their  Report  upon 
the  Calcutta  Municipal  Bill ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  any  alteration  has  been  made  in 
Section  8  of  the  Bill,  which  reduces  the 
representatives  of  the  town  to  a  minority 
of  four  in  the  proposed  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  twelve;  and,  whether  he  will 
state  what  course  he  intends  to  adopt 
with  respect  to  the  measure. 
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Lord    G.    HAMILTON :    No    rei>.)rt  I 

on  tht^  subject  him  yet  reached  mo^  and  , 
until  I  receive  the  report  and  the  views  | 
of   the   Govenmient   of   India   upon  the 
subject  I  cannot  state  what  course  uuiy  I 
be  taken  ' 

KUKDISU  ATROCITIES  IN  ARMENIA. 
Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Ihider  Secretary  of  Sute 
for  Foix'ign  Affairs  whether  he  has  seen  a 
C€legram  from  Yiennfi,  dated  Sunday  last, 
in  whieh  it  was  stated  that  the  Kussian  and 
French  Ambassadors  ha\^e  raised  a  protest 
ggainst  the  Kurdish  atrocities  in  Armenia,  I 
which  are  incretising  every  thiy,  their  Ex- 
cellencies demand  energetic  measurca, 
otherwise  Turkey  will  l>o  held  responsible 
for  the  consequences  ;  and,  in  the  affirma- 
tive case»  will  the  British  Ambasvsador  at 
Constantinople  lie  instructed  to  support 
their  remonstrances  and  representations  to 
the  Porte. 

*TUE  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FUR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  {Mr. 
BitODRicK,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  No  in- 
form:i:i«»;i  to  this  effect  has  reachcfl  Her 
Majc?ty  s  Government,  but  Her  Majesty's 
Amba-*sador  is  funnshed  with  instructions 
which  would  enable  him  to  join  in  tiny 
well-founded  representations  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

THE     TRANSVAAL    OATH    OF    ALLE 
tilANCE. 

Mr,  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Cainarvon- 
sbire,  Eifion) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  the 
alteration  of  the  form  of  the  Transvaal 
oath  of  allegiance  by  omitting  therefrom 
an  express  abjuration  of  all  allegiance  to 
any  other  State,  as  suggested  by  Sir 
Alfred  Milner,  will  enable  British  sub- 
jects to  become  naturalised  in  the  South 
African  Republic  without  losing  their 
British  nationality  ;  if  not,  whether  he 
will  take  steps  to  let  this  be  known  to 
British  subjects  in  the  Transvaal^  so  that 
they  shall  not  unwittingly  lose  theii* 
British  nationality. 

*The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLON  IKS  (Mr  J.  Chamberijijn, 
Birmingham,  AV.) :  The  answer  to  the 
first  part  of  the  c[ne3tion  is  in  the  nega- 
tive. In  answer  to  the  second  part  I 
have  to  say  that  the  Papers  which  have 
been  published  contain  full  information 
on  the  subject. 


ANTMldEH  rKorAr;ANi)A, 
Mr  SVVIFT  MACNEILL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
confirmation  of  the  stiitement  that  a  body 
caliing  itself  the  South  African  Associa- 
tion has  spent  coiisiderable  sums  of  money 
upon  an  anti-Buer  propaganda  in  this 
country  and  Cape  Colony,  - 

Ma.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  No,  Sir. 

THE  NEWFOUNDLAND  FISHERIES, 
Sir  T.  GIBSON  CARMICHAEL 
(Edinburgh,  Mid-Lothian):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  upon 
the  Newfoundland  Fisheries,  of  which 
Admiral  Sir  James  Erskine  was  appointed 
chairman,  has  yet  reported  ;  and  whether 
the  desire  which  exists  for  the  publica- 
tion of  the  lie  port  is  likely  to  t»e  gratified 
at  an  wirly  date. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The  Com- 
mission of  Inquiry  into  the  Newfoundland 
Fisheries,  of  which  Sir  John  Bramston 
was  Chairman,  has  reported.  It  is  not 
desirable  to  publish  the  Report  until  the 
I  )e par  i  m *^ n t s  conce r n c d  have  h ad  lime  to 
make  their  observations  upon  the  sUite- 
ments  and  rectimmeudations  of  the  Com- 
missioners, and  Her  Majesty  s  Govern- 
ment have  arrived  at  a  decision  upon 
them  after  consultation  with  the  Colonial 
Government. 

Mr.  (HBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn Regis): 
Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  state 
approximately  the  time  when  the  Report 
may  be  expected  1 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN:  No.  Sir;  hut 

I  fear  it  will  be  some  considerable  time. 

ORPHAN     HOMES    OF    SCOTLAND. 
Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 

Bridgeton) :  I  l>eg  to  ask  the  Loi^  Advo- 
cate whether  he  is  aware  that  some  1,000 
children  of  school  age,  inmates  of  the 
Orphan  Homes  of  Scotland,  on  which 
over  £200  of  school  rates  were  recently 
paid.  hsiVG  received  no  education  for 
nearly  two  months,  owing  to  the  refusal 
of  the  School  Board  to  recei^^e  them ; 
whether  want  of  school  accommodation 
is  the  reason  alleged  for  this  refusal ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  ample  school 
accommociation  exists  in  coimection  with 
the  homes,  and  the  use  of  it  has  been 
ofibrod   to   the   School  Board    at  a  very 
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moderate  rent ;  and,  whether  the  Scottish 
Education  Depaitnient  intends  taking  any 
steps  to  enforce  the  Law  of  Scotland  as 
to  the  compulsory  education  of  all  children 
of  school  age. 

The  LOKI)  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  Buteshire) :  The  legal  questions 
connected  with  the  matter  referred  to  in 
the  hon.  Member's  Question  are  now 
under  consideration,  and  it  is  therefore 
impossible  for  me  at  present  to  make  any 
further  statement  regarding  it. 

SCOTTISH  EDUCATION  GUANT. 
Dr.  CLAKK  (Caithness) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Lord  Advocate  what  sum  has  been  paid 
to  the  Scottish  Education  Department, 
in  accordance  with  the  promise  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  P]xchequer,  to  make  up 
the  difference  between  the  JJths  and  10s. 
per  child,  from  the  passing  of  the  Free 
Education  Act  till  the  change  of  the 
system. 

Mr.  a.  G.  MURRAY:  The  sum 
which  the  Treasury,  on  the  representa- 
tion of  the  Scotch  Pxlucation  Department, 
a^eed  to  pay  in  order  to  make  up  the 
difference  between  IJths  of  the  English  | 
grant  and  lOs.  per  child,  in  respect  of  the  i 
years  1892  to  1896,  was  £23,875.  Of 
this  £21,000  was  voted  in  1898-99,  and 
£2,875  appears  in  the  present  year's 
Estimates. 

CASE  OF  SAHAH  HALE. 
Mr.    STEADMAN  (Tower    Hamlets,  i 
Stepney)  had  on  the  paper  the  following 
Question  :    "To   ask    the   Secretary    of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  case  , 
of  a   domestic  servant,  aged   16,  named  ! 
Sarah  Hale,  who  pleaded  guilty  to  having  ■ 
stolen    from     her    mistress  some     small 
articles  of  jewellery,  valued    at    7s.  6d., 
when  charged  with  this  offence  before  the 
Petty  Sessions  at  Moreton-in->L'irsh,  and 
was  sentenced  to  three  months'  imprison-  ■ 
ment,  although  it  was  stated  that  she  hjid  ■ 
been  in  one  or  two  situations  previously  ' 
where     there   was    nothing  against   her . 
character,  and  that  her  father  and  mother  j 
were  most  repectable  people ;  and  whether,  | 
in  view   of  her  previous  good  character,  | 
and  of  the  youth  of  the  girl,  he  could  see  i 
his  way  to  give  her  the  l)enefit  of  the  First 
Offenders  Act."     On  its  l)eing  called,  the 
hon.  Member  announced  that  he  h;ul  that 
moniing  received  from  the  Home  Secre- 
tary a  letter  intimating  that  the  sentence 


had  been  reduced  to  three  weeks,  and  that 
the  woman  would  be  released  the  next 
day. 

THE  NEW  ECCLESIASTICAL  JUDGE 
Lord  BALCARRES  (I^ncashire, 
Chorley) :  I  wish  to  ask  the  Under  Se^ 
retary  to  the  Home  Department  a  Ques- 
tion of  which  I  have  given  him  private 
notice — whether  the  answer  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  gave  to  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  the  Elxchange 
Division  of  Liverpool  yesterday  with 
reference  to  the  appointment  of  Sir  Arthur 
Charles  was  accurate. 

♦theunder  secretary  ofSTATE 
for  the  home  department  (mr. 

Jesse  Collings,  Birmingham,  Bordes- 
ley) :  The  answer  was  not  quite  correct  in 
one  particular — the  statement  that  a  Dean 
of  Arches  is  not  now  appointed.  On  fur- 
ther inquiry  I  find  that  Sir  Arthur 
Charles  has  been  appointed  by  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  to  the  office  of  Deui 
of  Arches.  In  all  other  respects  the 
answer  is  correct. 

NATIONAL  DEBT  ANNUITIES. 
Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH  (Lanark,  Partick): 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Commissioners  of  the  National  Debt  will 
not  receive  applications  or  payments  to 
increase  the  amount  of  existing  annuities 
otherwise  than  personally  ;  whether  he 
will  give  facilities  by  which  payments  to 
increase  an  existing  annuity  may  be  made 
by  post ;  and  whether  he  will  provide 
that  the  proprietor  of  an  annuity  may  be 
able  to  give  instructions  that  the  instal- 
ment of  the  annuity  shall  be  retained  and 
applied  to  increase  the  amount  of  the 
annuity  automatically,  as  in  the  case  of 
Consols. 

The  chancellor  of  tiik  EX- 
CHP:yUEK  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  The  law  requires  that  the 
purchase-money  for  an  annuity  must  be 
paid  by  the  purchaser  or  his  agent  to  the 
cashier  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and,  of 
course,  any  banker  can  act  as  an  agent. 
I  could  not  therefore  legally  take  the 
course  suggested  in  the  second  paragraph 
of  the  Question.  As  to  the  last  paragraph, 
I  think  that  it  must  be  a  very  rare  thing 
indeed  for  the  proprietor  of  an  annuity  to 
desire  to  increase  it  by  the  application  of 
instalments  of  the  annuity  to  that  pur- 
pose, and  without  some  greater  evidence 


I 


1341  (jH^sfims,  jieatmB  1899} 

of  demand  for  it  I  ^hotild  not  feel  justified 
m  proposing  to  the  Bank  of  England  such 
an  extension  of  tht?  system  of  automatic 
investment  of  dividends  in  Cofisols.  | 

THE    INN18KEEN    RAILWAY  I 

ArcroENT, 
Mh.  MACALEESK:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Tratie  whether 
he  can  say  if  the  management  of  the 
Great  Northern  Railway  (Ireland)  has,  so 
far,  taken  any  step^  to  carry  out  the 
suggestions  iis  to  improvements  on  their 
line  near  Cnll<n'ilk%  made  hy  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Addison,  on  the  6th  April  last, 
in  his  report  upon  the  accident  to  a  cattle 
train  at  Inniskeen. 

Thk  PRESIOENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
Tiio  railway  compatiy  have  not  taken 
any  steps,  and  the  Board  of  Trade  are 
ttill  in  commtinication  with  them. 
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ALLEGED  OUTRAGE   ON   THE  GREAT 
WESTERN    KAIL  WAY. 

Mr.  SCHWANN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  out- 
rage committed  by  a  sailor  of  H.M.S. 
T*^nihb-  on  a  fellow  passenger,  travel- 
ling on  the  Great  Western  9.30  express 
from  Swansea  to  Paddiugton,  a  few  days 
ago»  when  it  is  sriid  the  communication 
cord  was  not  in  order,  and  it  was  there- 
fore impossible  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  guard  ;  whether  he  would  communi- 
cate with  the  authorities  of  the  Great 
Western  Railway  with  a  view  to  a  more 
careful  scrutiny  of  communication  cords  ' 
on  making  up  their  trains  at  their 
respective  starting  places ;  and  is  he 
aware  that  a  man  named  Anderson  was 
killed  in  the  same  train  two  days  before 
the  assault  referred  to  above. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  I  have  communicated 
with  the  company,  and  have  received  a 
reply  in  which  they  state  that  there  is  no 
such  train  as  the  9.30  express  from  Swan- 
sea to  Paddington  ;  that  on  the  arrival  at 
Swindon  at  3.0  a.m.,  on  May  27th,  of  the 
7  p.m.  excursion  traiTi  from  New  Milford 
to  London,  a  passenger  complained  to  the 
inspector  on  duty  that  he  had  been 
assaulted  by  a  fellow-passenger  and  that 
on  the  police  l>eing  sent  for  each  passenger 
preferred  a  charge  of  assault  against  the 
other.  The  police  thereupon  declined  to 
act,  and  the  two  men  i-emained  at  Swindon, 
tdtimately  coming  to  London  by  the  next 


train  at  0,40  aju,  :  that  no  representation 
was  made  to  the  company  that  the  com- 
munication cord  failed  to  ai't,  in  fact  it 
was  tested  at  Liitidore  and  Cardit!'  during 
the  journey  and  found  to  he  in  good 
working  order  ;  that  one  of  the  men  who 
complained  had  a  few  scratches  on  his 
face,  and  from  the  statement  mat.le  by  a 
passenger  in  the  same  compartment  the 
affair  was  of  a  trivial  character  -one  man 
being  as  much  to  blame  as  the  other. 
With  regard  to  the  death  of  the  man 
Anderson  it  appears  that  he  and  two  com- 
panions— ail  fcKjing  discharged  sailors — 
w^ere  passengers  from  Cardiff  to  L«*ndon 
by  the  6.30  p.m.  express  from  New  Mil- 
ford  on  May  23rd  ;  that  when  the  tickets 
were  examined  at  Chepstow  nothing  was 
amiss  beyond  the  fact  that  one  of  the 
men  could  not  hnd  his  ticket,  but  that  on 
arri'val  at  Gloucester,  Anderson  was  found 
to  be  dead  from  a  wound  in  the  neck ; 
that  the  men  were  apparently  under  the 
inrtuenco  of  liquor,  and  that  there  was  no 
evidence  of  any  disturbance  or  fight 
having  taken  place. 


SCOTTISH  LIGHTHOUSE  KEEPERS, 
Dr.  CLARK  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  if  he  can  state  when  a  reply 
will  be  given  to  the  memorial  of  the 
Scottish  lighthouse  keepers  ;  whether  it 
is  proposed  to  have  a  retiring  allowance 
to  the  Scottish  keepers  on  the  same  basis 
as  that  given  to  the  Irish  and  English 
keepers  ;  and  whether  the  conditions  as 
to  holiday  leave  now  obtaining  in  England 
and  Ireland  will  be  extended  to  Scotland, 

ilR.  RITCHIE:  I  am  informed  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Northern  Lighthouses 
that  a  circular  intimating  increase  of  pay 
to  the  lighthouse  keepers  was  isi^ued  last 
week.  The  retiring  allowance  to  the 
Scottish  lighthouse  keepers  is  and  will 
continue  to  be  on  the  stime  basis  as  that 
given  to  the  Irish  and  English  keepers. 
I  have  been  informed  by  the  Com- 
missioners that  they  propose  to  put  their 
keepei-s  on  the  same  footing  in  the  matter 
of  holidays  as  the  keepers  in  the  sister 
services  are  on. 

CIRCULAR  POSTAGE. 
Mr,  ED  WAJID  BARRY  (Cork  Co.,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, as  representing  the  Postmaster- 
General,  whether  the  cost  of  the  postage 
of  circulars  is  the  sarae  in  B^mdon  and 
Clone  ;  and,  if  not,  will  steps  be  taken  to 
make  the  cost  identical  in  both  places. 
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The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton) :  Circulars  which  conform  to  the 
Book  Post  Regulations  are  transmissible 
at  the  halfpenny  rate  of  portage  through- 
out the  United  Kingdom.  If  a  higher 
rate  has  been  charged  at  either  of  the 
places  mentioned  this  must  have  In^en  due 
to  some  misunderstanding,  and  the  Post- 
master-General will  be  obliged  if  the  hon. 
Mem})er  will  furnish  him  with  par- 
ticulars. 

THE  MOY  POSTMASTEKSHIP. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster- 
General,  on  what  conditions  Mr.  ^.  Mor- 
rison, Postmaster  of  Moy,  county  Tyrone, 
was  granted  permission  to  )»ecome  a  can- 
didate for  the  Petty  Sessions  Clerkship 
of  Moy  :  and  whether  it  is  competent  for 
a  Civil  Servant  to  hold  two  Government 
appointments  :  and,  if  so,  why,  when 
permission  was  granted  to  Mr.  Morrison 
to  })ecome  a  candidate  for  the  Petty 
Sessions  Clerkship,  it  was  not  permitted 
to  the  Petty  Sessions  Clerk  at  Pomeroy 
to  become  a  candidate  for  the  Post  Office, 
which  recently  became  vacant. 

Mr.  hanbury  :  It  is  the  fact  that 
the  Postmaster  of  Moy  received  permis- 
sion several  years  ago  to  become  a  candi- 
date for  the  position  of  Pettv  Sessions 
Clerk,  and  this  permission  was  recently 
renewed  to  him.  The  pennission  Avill 
not  be  granted  in  any  future  case.  As  a 
general  rule  it  is  not  considered  desirable 
to  app<)int  as  Postmaster  or  Sub-Post- 
master [)ersons  who  hold  the  position  of 
Petty  Sessions  Clerk,  and  the  Petty 
Sessions  Clerk  at  P<»meroy,  who  was  a 
candidate  for  the  Sub-Postmastership , 
was  not  selected  for  the  appointment. 

COST  OF  POSTCARDS. 
Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
re[>res('nting  the  Postmaster  -  (General, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  United 
Kingdom  is  the  only  place  in  which  post- 
cards cost  more  than  the  stamp  they 
bear  ;  and  whether  at  an  early  date  the 
original  practice  of  selling  i)ostcai*ds  at 
their  face  value  will  l>e  put  into  effect. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  United  King- 
dom is  not  the  only  place  in  which  post- 
canls  cost  more  than  the  stamp  they  l>ear. 
There  are  a  few  other  countries  in  which 


that  is  the  case.  I  cannot  hold  oat  any 
hope  that  it  will  be  possible  to  make  any 
change  in  the  price  of  inland  postcards  in 
this  country. 

FERRYBANK  POSTMASTERSHIP. 

xMr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
as  representing  the  Postmaster-General, 
whether  a  post  office  has  yet  been  selected 
and  a  postmaster  appointed  at  Ferrj^bank, 
Arklow  ;  whether  he  can  say  who  has 
been  appointed  and  where  the  office  is 
situated;  and,  whether,  before  making 
the  selection  of  the  ofiiee  and  ap- 
pointing a  postmaster,  due  considera- 
tion was  given  to  a  memorial  signed  by 
the  principal  inhabitants  of  Ferrybank 
urging  certain  premises  as  most  suitable 
and  convenient  to  the  people  to  be 
ser\ed  l)y  the  said  post  office,  and  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Patrick  Bradford  as  the 
most  suitable  person  to  have  charge  of 
the  office. 

Mr.  hanbury  :  Arrangements  have 
Ixjcn  made  for  opening  a  post-office  at 
the  premises  of  the  Arklow  Stores, 
Ferrylmnk,  Arklow,  and  Mr.  E.  Seward 
(manager  of  the  provision  department  at 
the  stores)  has  been  appointed  su1>-post- 
master.  The  premises  on  Avhich  the  post- 
office  has  been  placed  were  reported  to  be 
the  only  ones  suitable,  and  the  selection 
had  been  already  made  when  the 
memorial  respecting  Mr.  Patrick  Bradford 
was  received. 

Sl'B-POSTMASTKKS'  PAY. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  l>eg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster-General,  if 
scales  of  payment  are  furnishwl  to  sub- 
postmasters  ;  and,  if  so,  are  they  binding 
alike  on  l)oth  the  I)e[)artment  and  bwW 
postmaster :  and  whether  he  is  aware 
of  the  fact  that  sul>-jK)stmasters  have 
been  working  the  telephone  on  l)ehalf  of 
the  Post  Oltice  for  over  two  yeai-s,  and 
that  they  cannot  ol»tain  siitisfaction  as  to 
when  payment  will  he  made,  oi-  according 
to  what  scale  ;  if  so,  will  he  take  steps  to 
immediately  alter  this  sUte  of  aflairs. 

Mr.  hanbury  :  Scales  of  payment 
are  funushe<l  to  Sul^-PostniiUMters  on 
application.  Under  ordinary  conditions 
they  are  binding  alike  on  the  I)c|Miitnient 
and  the  SulvPoat master.  The  Postmaster- 
General  is  aware  of  the  fact  Htate<l  in  the 
second    part     of    the     hon.      Members 
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questiun.  The  que»tioTi  of  the  scale 
i>f  reuiuTienvtion  for  telephoTie  work  \u%s 
been  uiirler  his  coiisideration  for .  some 
timi\  and    he    hopes    thut  he    will   very 


with  a  telegraph  messenger  and!  postman 
8er\'ice  ranging  as  high  ;us  !iG  yeai^,  who 
have  lieen  performing  ftill  time  duties^ 
have  been  infornuHl  that  their  services  can 


I 


} 


I 


shortly  be  able  to  an  ive  at  a  conclusion  i  be  disi)en8e(l  with  at  any  mrnnent,  in  view 

which  will  Ije  satisfactory   to  the  officers 

concerned. 

Dl  BLIN  POSTMEN'S  GRIEVANCES. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BKIEN :  T  beg  to  I 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea«firy»  as 
representing  the  Postma'^ter-General, 
whether  aiisistant  postmen  at  Dublin, 
who  were  previously  of  the  telegraph 
messengers'  cliiss,  and  are  between  the 
ages  of  18  and  21  years,  have  been  dis- 
missed the  service  becjuise  they  have 
failed  to  reach  the  fixed  standard  of 
weight  for  appointments  ;  and,  whether 
he  would  advise  the  reinstatement  of 
these  ladsjn  consideration  of  their  service 
(in  most  cases  six  years),  with  a  view  to 
their  qualification  at  a  future  date,  when 
they  are  fully  grown,  and  that  others  of 
this  chuss,  who  are  under  notice  of 
dismissal,  maj"  be  retained  fur  the  same 
purpose. 

I^In.  H  ANBURY  :  There  have  recently 
been  five  candidates  in  I)ubiin  for  the 
situation  of  {xistinan  hh  to  whose  physical 
cjualifications  doul*t*i  have  been  raised. 
One  of  them  has  l»een  definitely  rejected 
not  only  on  account  **f  his  lieing  lielow  the 
usual  Btandanl  of  weight  aiul  height,  but 
on  account  of  deafness.  The  other  cases 
are  still  under  consideration,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  a  decision  will  be  arrived  at 
very  shortly. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  I    l>eg  to 

ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Tre^isury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  iieneral,  why 
the  bout  all^jvvance  and  sick  pay  recom- 
mended by  the  Tweed  mouth  Committee 
to  all  assistant  postmen,  and  to  old 
auxiliaries  who  were  performing  five 
hours'  duty  previous  to  1897,  are  not 
baing  p^iid  m  Dublin. 

Mr.  H ANBURY:  The  Postmaster^ 
General  finds  that  through  soirte  mis- 
understamling  the  allowances  in  ipies- 
tion  have  not  been  [jaid  to  12  men 
attached  to  the  Dublin  (Office.  The  matter 
h»4S  now  been  put  right. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  I  l^eg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster-General,  will 
he  explain  why  old  auxiliaries  at  Dublin, 


of  the  recommendation  of  the  Tweed- 
mouth  Committee,  that  in  making  changes 
in  the  auxiliary  class  the  rights  of  exist- 
ing holders  should  be  carefully  preserved. 

Mr.  HAN  bury  :  The  men  to  whom 
the  question  is  unnerstood  to  refer  are 
ineligible  for  appointment  to  established 
situations,  and  they  have  been  informed 
that  they  wilt  be  allowed  to  continue  as 
auxiliaries  on  the  undei-standing  that 
their  retejition  will  give  them  no  claim  to 
a<lvancement,  and  that  their  services  may 
be  dispensed  with  at  any  time  when  the 
interests  of  the  sen  ice  rei|uire  it.  The 
men  are,  it  is  true,  now  f performing  full 
time  duties,  but  this  is  a  temporary 
arrangement,  and  they  willprolmbly  soon 
have  to  fall  l>ack  np«>n  their  usual  short 
time  duties, 

SUPERIOU    APPOINT.MENTS    IN  THE 
IRISH    P<)ST    iiFFirE. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trcitsury,  as 
representing  the  Posttnaster  (Tcneral,  if 
he  can  state  h<jw  many  officials  uf  the 
Post  Office  service  ha\e  l>een  appointed 
since  1st  .Tune,  18tJ2,  to  situations  in  the 
Irish  Post  Office  service  carrying  salaries 
in  excess  of  £3i\0  a  year  ;  and  if  he  can 
also  state  how  many  Irish  postal  officials 
have  been  appoint ixl  during  the  same 
period  to  similar  .situations  in  the  English 
postal  service. 

Mr.  H ANBURY:  The  numl>er  of 
situations  in  the  Post  Ofiico  service  in 
Ireland  carrying  salaries  in  excess  of 
£360  a  year  to  which  appiiintments  have 
l)een  made  since  1st  June,  18*J2,  is  32, 
Bv  **  Irish  postal  officials*'  the  hon. 
Member  is  underhioiHl  to  mean  officers 
employeil  in  the  Post  Office  in  Ireland, 
and  the  numl>er  of  these  appoirued  during 
the  siime  period  to  similar  situations  in 
the  Post  Office  in  England  and  Scotland 
is  five. 

Mr.  PATRICK  0  BRIEN  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Seci'etary  to  the  Treasury,  i%8  re- 
presenting the  Postmaster  -  General, 
whether  the  situation  of  chief  clerk  imd 
acting  inspector  of  mails  in  the  General 
Post  Office,  Dublin,  with  a  Siilary  rising 
from  X600  to  J&800  a  year,  is  expected  to 
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W;on>:  shortly  vacant :  wh*rther.  in  filling 
th'r  aijticifjat*.-<i  v.iCar.cv,  the  q'laiifictitioLS 
of  ortic'rr-;  of  i\:*:  liirh  >/r?irAh  of  ihe  ser- 
vice '.vill  lif:  fuhy  coii-id'rie^l.  and.  if  these 
<jiiaJifi':arior.r  h<,-  fo'ii.d  '.'jjiaI  fi  those  of 
oth<rr  oTf>:/:i -  not  ^orm^.-ct*.']  with  the  Irish 
■servi^*:.  th*:  Iri-h  ••rficers  will  have  the 
fir.it  olaim  to  tL»r  '.acant  ap[Xjimment ; 
and  wheih«-r.  n,  view  of  the  discontent 
ex i- ting  throu^ho:jt  the  Irish  Post  Office 
service  at  the  n'^in-proniotion  of  desemng 
Iriiih  ofticeife  to  th»;  higher  situation^  in 
Ireland,  the  I'o-itnia-ter-General  will  lay 
lifxm  the  Talile  of  the  House  the  entire 
T#ajx;r?j  on  which  these  apjXiintments  have 
Ixjen  nia'le  since  l.st  June,  1892. 

Mk.  IIANBUUV:  The  answer  to  the 
firnt  and  second  iwragraphs  of  the  hon. 
Member'n  question  i-  in  the  affirmative. 
The  l^>stnla.ste^-Oelleral  is  not  prepared 
to  lay  up^^n  the  Tahh^  of  the  Hou.se  the 
[papers  to  which  reference  is  made.  Such 
papers  must  neces.-:arily  he  treated  as 
confidential. 

HKJIKJJA.MI'STKAI)     NATIONAL 
SCHOOLS. 

M  K.  Tli  KV  KL  V  A  N  ( Vork,  W.  K.  Elland): 
I  Leg  to  ask  the  Vice-I 'resident  of  the 
ConiniitteeofC 'iiuncil  on  Ivlucation  whether 
his  attention  has  Leen  calle<l  to  the  fact 
that  on  AH^:en«ion  Day  the  children  and 
tffachers  of  th«!  National  Schools  at  Berk- 
haniprttead  were*  taken  to  a  service  in  the 
mrish  church  ;  whether  the  service  was 
held  during  school  hours  ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  the  Depart nient  has  the  power 
to  int^jrfere  V)  i)revent  the  practice  in 
future;  and  wlietln;rany  attempt  was  made 
to  ohtiiin  the  consent  of  the  parents  of  the 
wcholars  to  th(;ir  In'ing  taken  from  school 
to  attend  tliis  service. 

TiiK  VICIvritKSIDENT  of  the 
COMMITTKEoK  COUNCIL  ox  EDU- 
CATION (Sir  J.  c;(>kst,  Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) :  The  answer  to  the  first  ques- 
tion is  in  the  n<;gative.  With  regard  to 
the  attendunci*  of  children  at  church 
servic«;s,  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  my 
answer  to  a  similar  (juestion  on  February 

SOL'TH    KKNSINiiTON    MUSEUM  (AKT 
IJKANCH). 

Mh.  MAUHICK  HEALY  (Cork):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council  <  n  Kducation  if  he  will 
stjitc  the  nam(i  <»f  the  gentleman  ap- 
pointe<l  to  fill  the  ]K)sition  of  assistant  m 


the  South  Kensington  Maaeiim  (Art 
Branch',  following  the  Ci^il  Service  ex- 
amination held  in  December  last ;  and  if 
he  will  inquire  of  the  Civil  Service  Com- 
missioners why  the  practice  of  announcing 
the  result  of  the  examination  in  the 
G'.iz-ff*:  was  departed  from  in  such 
case. 

Sir  J.  GORST:  The  name  of  the 
gentleman  appointed  was  Mr.  Herbert 
Caleb  Andrews.  I  have  no  authority 
over  the  Civil  Service  Conmiissioners. 

MEAT  INSPECTION  AT  LIVERPOOL. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  St.  Patrick 
Division  of  Dublin,  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
whether  he  has  received  a  communication 
from  the  City  of  Liverpool  and  District 
Butchers'  Association  remonstrating 
against  the  appointment  of  a  meat 
inspector  who  is  not  qualified  accordiiig 
to  the  terms  of  the  Local  Grovemment 
Board  circular ;  and  whether  he  will  con- 
sider this  appointment  and  communicate 
with  the  Corporation  of  Liverpool 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Chapux, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  I  have  received 
a  communication  from  the  association 
referred  to  with  regard  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  meat  inspector  at  Liverpod 
and  I  have  made  inquiry  on  the  subject. 
I  am  informed  that  the  officer  appointed 
holds  a  certificate  of  competency  as  a 
Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  Sanitary  In- 
stitute, and  that  before  making  the 
appointment  the  Health  Committee  of  the 
Liverpool  City  Council  satisfied  them- 
selves that  the  officer  possessed  the  neces- 
sary knowledge  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
the  office.  It  is  added  that  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Committee  are 
convinced  that  his  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject of  meat  inspection  is  amply  sufficient 
to  justify  his  acting  as  meat  inspector. 

STATE  AID  FOR  THE  BLIND. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  St.  Patrick 
Division  of  Dublin,  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  introducing  a  measure  to  grant  State 
aid  to  the  bbnd  UDon  similar  conditions 
to  those  aflforded  by  European  Govern- 
ments. 
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>[r.  CHAPLIN:  I  am  afraul  I  run  add  i  increased  it  fri»ni  Is.   tu  Is,  Sd. 
nothing  to  the  answer  given  by  my  right    when    the     local    circiimst^mces 


ban.  friend  the  Home  Secretary  to  a 
similar  question  on  Monday  Ltst.  Any 
such  me;isure  as  that  suggested  would  not 
come  within  the  provinee  of  the  I/k^iI 
Government  Board. 

FITBLK'   VArcOJVrrnN   AT    HEADING. 

Mil     PALMER    (Heading;:  I  beg   to 
ask  the   President  of  the  Local  Govern-  ; 
rnent  Board  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
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governed  the  Board's  decision  as  regards 
thia  fee  have  altered  the  B<xiixl  will  be 
quite  prepared  to  reconsider  the  matter. 

KLLDAHE  STREKT  LIBIIAHV. 
Mr.  PATKICK  O'BHIEN:  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  St,  Patrick 
Division  of  Dublin,  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Loi-d  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the    library  in  Kildare 


Reading  Board  of  Guanlians  (jffered  pro-    Street  is  to  be  handed  over  to  the  New 
visiunally,    under   the    Vaccination    Act,    Insh    Depfirtment ;   and,    if   ho,    whether 
1898,    a    scale   of    remuneration  to   the    adequate  aiTangeracnt!*  regaixling  tinancc 
public  \'accinator,  to  extend  over%a  period  ,  anrl  exjK>rt3  will  be  ma<le. 
of  six  months,  with  the  object  of  gather- >      m       /-MTxr-n  L*r^itr*%^^  ittx^  ti»t^ 

ing  from  experience  sJe  i.lea  .f  the  ,  ."^.'f/iF  o  ^  w^'^^'^^^  FOH  Ikp 
acTuaUmmmt  of  work  involve...!  un.ler  the  h^^V^l^l  ^'\^'^-  ^^"i"^^:'''  ^f^^ 
new  reguktions,  atid  with  the  avowed  P*'"^''^'' "  ^he  library  in  Kiklare  Street 
intcntiofi.  as  soon  as  this  ex|H.rience  ha.l  \'  ""'  P"^^"'  "V  i  ^''.'•"''  T]  'V* 
visinij  such  scale  if    V^Pt'"™^"^-  ^"^i  ""'^^^  i^f  "I"  ^  «'  *»»« 


been  obtained,  of  revising 
found  necessary,  so  as  tu  aftl»rd  adequate 
remuueration  to  the  offio<!r,  such  revised 
scale  to  have  retrospective  etfect  ;  and 
why  the  Local  Government  Board  over- 
ruled the  propoiials  of  the  Ctuardians,  and 
fixed  up  a  scale  of  remuneration  in  excess 
of  that  which  the  officer  asked  the 
Guardians  for,  and  in  the  face  of  the 
assurance  of  the  Guardians  that  they 
were  desirous  uf  awarding  adequate  re- 
muneratirjn  to  their  officer  as  soon  iiA  they 


Agriculture  and  Technical  Instnictiou 
Bill  would  be  transferred  to  the  new 
DepJirtment.  I  am  not  suri"  that  I  clearly 
apprehend  the  last  paragraph  of  the  ijues- 
tion,  but  as  it  appears  to  I'efer  to  det fills 
of  administration,  it  would  lie  premature 
to  make  any  statement  on  the  subject. 

iioYAL  (;oLLK(;r:  iw  sniENfE. 

lipltUN, 
Mii.  PATRICK  OliPIKX  :  On  behalf  of 


wer«  in  a  reasonal»le  position  to   gauge  '  the  hon.  Member  for  the  St.  Patrick  Divi- 
the  amount  of    work   involved   and    the    sion  of  Dublin,   I    beg  to  aak  the  Chief 


probable  value  of  the  services  rendered, 

Mr,  CHAPLIN:  The  Guardians  of  the 
Heading  Union  offered  a  scale  of  remune- 
ration to  the  public  vaccinator  as  stilted 
in  the  question.  He  declined,  however, 
to  accept  the  fee  for  succ^ssftd  vaccina- 
tion  which  was  offered,  on  the  ground 


Secretary  to  the  Lonl  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
laud  whether  he  Ci\n  state  when  the  sum 
allocated  for  the  buiUlings  of  the  Koytil 
College  of  Science  in  Dublin  will  be  avail- 
able, and  when  the  work  will  be  com- 
menced ;  whether  the  Departniont  will 
be  under  Irish  control ;  and,  whether  it 
is  intended  to  be  in  connection   with  the 


that  it   was  instifficient.     No  agreement  pj^^posed     Board     of     Agriculture     and 

having     been     come     to     between     the  Induatries. 
Guardians  and  the  pulilic  vaccinator,  it 

devolved  on  tlie  Local  Government  Board  Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  i  I  cannot  at 
to  determine  the  fees  to  be  paid  to  him,  present  make  any  statement  in  reply  to 
The  Boanl  delined  to  raise  the  fees  which  the  first  paragraph,  except  that  I  am  not 
the  Guardians  had  offered  for  successful  aware  that  any  sum  has  been  allocated 
vaccination  and  re-ViMX'ination,  But  as  for  the  purpose  mentioned.  If  the  Agri- 
regards  the  remaining  fee,  it  appeared  to  culture  and  Technical  Instruction  Bill 
tfaem^  having  regard  to  the  default  in  I  becomes  law,  the  Royal  College  of 
administering  the  Vaccination  Acts  in  the  Science  would  be  transferred  to  the  new 
Union  in  the  paat,  that,  unless  a  change  Department, 


took   place   in   this   respect,    the    Public 

L Vaccinator  would  not  be  adequately 
remunerate*!  for  the  work  which  he  is 
bound  to  perform  if  this  fee  was  fixed  at 
th( 


MONAGHAX    INHlN  MEDICAL 
OFFRElt 

Mr,  MACALEESE  (Monaghan,  N.) ;  I 
the    minimum,    and    they  consequently  i  beg  to  aak   the  Chief  HecreUuy   to   the 
VOL.  LXXIL    [FouRxn  Series.]     "  '     3  B 
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Lonl  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  |  that  Dr.  Phillips  continues  to  hold  the 
aware  that  a  misunderstanding,  threaten-  ;  medical  officership  of  his  former  district, 
ing  to  have  serious  consequences  for  the  '■  notwithstanding  that  portion  of  it  bu 
poor,  is  at  present  existing  between  the  '  been  transferred  to  the  Monagfaan  Union 
Monaghan  Poor  Law  Guardians  and  the  ,  and  formed  into  a  separate  district^  and 
Local  Government  Board  regarding  the  the  Board  do  not  consider  that  sufficient 
appointment  of  a  doctor  to  the  electoral  \  grounds  exist  to  warrant  them  in  sane- 
divisions  of  Bragan,  Derrygorrv,  and  ,  tioning  the  appointment  of  a  second 
Shanmullagh,  recently  transferred  from  .  medical  officer  for  the  district,  and  thus 
the  Clogher  to  the  Monaghan  LTnion  ;  place  additional  expense  upon  the  ratc- 
and  that  the  Guardians  have  appointed  a  '  payers, 
temporary    doctor   for     three     months ;  \ 

whether,  seeing  that  the  Local  Govern-  ,      Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Th  which  Union 
raent  Board  insist  that  there  is  no  viicancy,  j  does  the  doctor  now  act  ? 
as    Dr.    Phillips  holds    the    position   of;      .,      ^    „,    t^  *  t  r^i-wTTT^     ▼     , 
medical        officer       for       the        three  I      Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  In  both. 
divisions    named,    he    will    state    when  i 

Dr.     Phillips     received      this      appoint-      Mr.  T.  M    HEALY:  And  will  he  be 
merit,  and  by  whom  was  he  appointed  ;    entitled  to  a  pension  from  each  ? 
is  he  aware  that  Dr.  Phillips  resides  in  | 

Aughnacloy,  twelve  miles  or  so  of  a  rough  '      No  answer  was  given, 
mountainons  country   divided   from   one 

portion  of  the  boundary  of  the  divisions,  UEVISED  VALUATIONS. 

enUiling  in    many   cfises  a  journey    of  '■      ^j^    EDWARD   BARRY :    I   beg  to 
twenty-four  miles  upon  persons  requiring  I  ^^   ^j^^   Chief    Secretary   to    theloid 
he  services  of  the  doctor;  and    hat  tne  ,  Li^^t^nant  of  Ireland  whether  notices  are 
Itev.  P.  Callan,  the  parish  priest  of  the    ^- _„  ^^  «««4.:^„  „,k^««  ,,„i.,  4.: 
....  ^  1  '..^      y^.y     T       1  o  given  to  parties  whose  valuations  are  re- 

district,  has  >vritten  to  the  Local  Govern-  ,  ^.  ^  ,     „  •%    -f  ^.      .,,     .^^  u    4.  i       * 
X   T)       1       -J.-  ^  xu         i.     i.  X      vised :  and,  it  not,  will  steps  be  taken  to 

ment  Board  pointing  out  the  extent  to  ;  f«pji;tnte  their  riffht  of  anneal  b       *  ' 
which  the  poor  will  be  sufferers  bv  the  I  ^,,^,   „^f,-««„  ;„  f„?„,^  ^  &^H 

,1^  1  ^£  u       1  •"     X    I  such  notices  in  luture. 

Proposed  plan,  and  respectfully  asking  to  ' 
ave  the  five  units  of  Truagh  erected  into  !  Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  Under  the 
a  dispensary  district,  with  a  resident  ,  Valuation  Acts,  as  amended  by  the  Local 
medical  officer ;  and  will  he  endeavour  to  j  Government  (Ireland)  Act,  it  is  proWded 
obtain  the  permission  of  the  Local  I  that  on  the  receipt  of  the  revised  valua- 
Govcrnment  Board  to  this  proposal.  |  tion  lists  the   secretaries  of  the  county 

I  councils  and  clerks  of  the  urban  district 
Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  The  Aughna-  j  councils  shall  give  public  notice  stating 
cloy  dispensarv  district  of  the  Clogher  |  where  and  when  these  lists  may  be  in- 
Union,  of  which  Dr.  Phillips  has  been  j  spected,  and  that  they  will  be  open  for 
medical  officer  since  the  year  1888,  |  Public  inspection  for  twentyK)ne  days, 
formerlv  consisted  of  the  three  electoral  : 

divisions  named  in  the   first   paragraph,  ,     AGRICULTURAL  GRANT    FOR    CO. 
together  with  the  divisions  of  Aughnacloy  j  ROSCOMMON, 

and  TuUy var.     By  an  Order  of  the  Local  I      Mr.  HAYDEN  :  I  l)eg  to  ask  the  Chief 
(government   Board,  dated    the  2r)th    of  ,  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 


Octf.l>er  last,  the  former  three  divisions 
were  transferred  to  the  Monaghan  Union, 
whilst  the  two  latter  divisions  remained  in 
the  Clogher  Union,  and  each  of  these 
groups  of  divisions  was  constituted  a 
separate  dispensary  district,  to  continue,  as 


land,  whether,  in  estimating  the  amount 
of  the  Agricultural  Grant  for  the  County 
Roscommon,  the  Local  Government  Board 
took  into  account  the  special  circumstances 
brought  under  its  notice  by  the  grand 
jury   of  that    county  in   regard   to  the 


heretofore,  in  charge  of  the  medical  officer,  |  county  cess  in  the  standard  year ;  whether 
Dr.  Phillips.  As  regards  the  third  para-  i  the  Suck  drainage  tax  has  been  treated 
graph,  the  arrangements  which  previously  i  as  an  excluded  charge,  and,  if  so,  under 


existed  with  respect  to  medical  attend- 
ance on  the  sick  poor  throughout  these 
five  divisions  worked  satisfactorily,  and 
these  arrangements,  as  stated,  remain 
unaltered.     The  Board  have  been  advised 

.  Mr.  Macakese. 


what  authority  this  has  been  done; 
whether  credit  has  been  given  to  the 
county  for  the  county  cess  rehitine  to  the 
portions  of  Galway  and  Mayo  added  to 
the  administrative  County  of  Kosconmion ; 
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and  whether  he  will  instruct  the  Local 
GoverrimeTit  Buanl  to  supply  the  County 
CJoimcil  with  the  facts  and  figures  upon 
which  the  calculation  was  based. 

Mr.  G.  VV.  BALFOUR  :  The  answer , 
to  each  of  the  inquiries  in  the  first  para- 1 
graph  is  in  the  atiimiative.  The  amount 
aeductcd  under  the  provision  with  respect 
to  excluded  charges  from  the  Agricultural 
Grant  to  lioscomnion  in  respect  of  the 
Suck  drainage  cliarges  was  about  £100, 
The  Commissioner  of  Valuation  is  of 
opinion  that  the  Suck  Drainage  Act  of 
1889,  under  which  these  charges  arise, 
comes  within  the  description  given  in  the 
latter  part  of  Section  57,  Sub-section  6 
(l)of  the  Local  Government  Act  of  last 
year.  With  reganl  to  the  second  para- 
graph, I  propose,  as  already  stated,  to  lay 
on  the  Table  of  the  House  a  general 
memorandum  explaining  the  methods 
adopted  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  basis  on 
which  the  amounts  of  the  Grant  have  been 
calculated. 

BALKOTHERY  COLTNTY  CESS. 

Mr,  CLANCY  (Dublin  County,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  toe 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  his 
attention  has  been  diieeted  to  a  corre- 
spondence which  lias  taken  place  between 
the  Balrothery  Rural  District  Council, 
county  of  Dublin,  and  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  reference  to  the  standard 
rate  of  county  cess  certified  for  that  dis- 
trict; whether  he  is  aware  that  the  grand 
jury  reconis  show  that  whereas  the 
standard  rate  referred  to  has  been  certi- 
fied to  lie  Is,  lljd.  in  the  pound,  the 
county  cess  actually  paid  in  the  standard 
year  was  considerably  higher  in  three  out 
of  the  four  baronies  of  which  the  district 
conaiats,  reaching  in  one  barony  the  figure 
of  3s.  3d.  in  the  pouml ;  and,  if  so,  what 
is  the  explanation  of  the  standard  rate 
l>eing  so  low  ;  and  whether  the  Local 
Government  Board,  in  view  of  the  duty 
cast  upijii  it  to  correct  mistakes  in  its 
certificates  of  standard  rates  in  the  event 
of  any  mistakes  being  pointed  out  to  it, 
is  entitled  to  refuse  information  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  it  has  arrived  at  \ 
the  result  of  which  complaint  is  made. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  Local 
Government  Board  have  been  in  corre- 
spondence with,  the  Balrothery  Rural 
District  Council  relative  to  the  state- 
ments miwie  by  the  Council  as  to  county 


f  cess  in  the  standard  year.  The  Board 
have  not  refuaetl  to  afford  the  Council  any 
information  ;  orj  the  contrary,  they  have 
I  explained  to  the  Council  that  the  st^ite- 
I  ments  contained  in  their  resolution  of  the 
1 7th  ultimo  were  incorrect,  as  the 
haronies  of  Balrothery  Kast  and  West, 
which  comprise  three-fifths  of  the  whole 
valuation  of  the  rural  tliatrict,  liJid  a 
county  cess  in  the  standard  year  of  only 
Is.  74d.  and  Is,  5d.  respectively,  while 
the  portion  of  Coolock,  of  which  barony 
the  cess  was  taken  at  3s.  3|il.,  had  a 
valuation  of  only  one-seventh  of  that  of 
the  whole  district.  The  standard  rate  of 
county  cess  in  the  Balrothery  rural 
district  is  certified  by  the  Board  to  be 
Is.  lljd. 

CELTIC    LANQUACE    IN    IRISH 
SCHOOLS. 

^  Mk.  FLAVIN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lientenant  of 
Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that  thure  is  a  very 
strong  feeling  held  l^y  public  bwlios  and 
the  people  generally  against  the  recent 
rules  of  the  intermediate  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, which  have  reduced  the  number  of 
works  in  Celtic  from  600  to  500;  and 
whether,  owitig  to  the  successful  etforts 
now  being  made  in  several  portions  of 
Ireland  to  revive  the  Irish  language,  the 
Intermediate  Board  of  Education  wll  place 
Celtic  on  the  same  level  a^  French  and 
German. 

*Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  reduc- 
tion from  600  to  500  in  the  numljer  of 
marks  assigned  to  Celtic  wfis  made  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Intermediate  Education 
in  the  programme  of  examination  for 
1897,  The  reduction  was  marie  by  the 
Commissioners  after  full  conaidemtion, 
and  I  am  not  aware  that  they  pmpose  to 
again  nitxlify  their  rules  in  the  sense 
indicated  in  the  question.  The  matter  ia 
entirely  one  for  them  to  decide. 

Mr.  FLAVIN:  May  I  ask  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  accept  the 
opinion  of  the  public  of  Ireland,  who  think 
they  are  being  very  unfairly  treated  in 
this  matter  Y 

♦Mr.  a  W.  BALFOUR  :  I  have  no 
authority  in  the  matter. 

TITHE    RENTCHARGE    REDEMPTION 
IN  IRELAND. 

Mr.  SMITH-BARRY  (Huntingdon- 
shire, Huntingdon) ;    I  beg   to    ask  the 

3  B  2 


on  the  delay  in  hearing  first  and  second 
term  applications  to  fix  fair  rents ;  when 
the  next  Sub-Commission  is  fixed  to  sit  in 
Cavan;  and  whether  he  will  expedite 
hearings  by  making  representations  to  the 
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Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  connell  and  Belturbet,  in  county  CaTan, 
of  Ireland  whether,  in  cases  where  the 
payers  of  annual  instalments  in  lieu  of 
tithe  rent-charge  desired  to  redeem  the 
remaining  instalments  (or  were  compelled 
to  do  so  in  sales  under  the  Irish  Land  ,  s.    "  <=■ 

Purchase  Acts),  the  redemption  price  has  Land  Commissioners, 
hitherto  been  calculated  with  reference  ..,  -^  ,„  t>  i  t  T^/-vTTr.  .  .. 
to  the  capiUl  sum  which  would  ultimately  I  }^^-  ^-J^-  BALFOUR:  A  list  «» 
be  realised  if  the  instalments  of  M  9s.  | '^"''"g  215  cases  from  the  Umon  of 
per  cent,  were  paid  for  52  years,  ov\^F^'}^y'J^^^}'  embraces  the  electod 
with  reference  to  the  capital  value  of  the  I  ^"'l^'°i»  «[  Ba  lyconnell,  was  cdnmencjd 
rent-charge  estimated  at  2 2i  years' pur- !  ">  peccmber  last  and  completed  in  die 
chase  thereof,  or  how  otherwfso.  At  what  «^rly  part  of  last  month.  It  is  probtUe 
lute  of  interest  was  the  sinking  fund  |  ^hat  a  further  list  for  that  district  wiU  be 
estimated  to  have  accumulated  in  such  I '^^'leV"  *^^f  ^'O""^  ^f  the  next  coupfeof 
cases;  and  have  the  payei-s  of  Church  '  ™°"*'»«-  ,^  Sub-Comnussion  has  been 
perpetuity  rents  lost  their  right  of  peri-  i  engaged  for  a  considerable  time  dunng 
odical  revision  owing  to  the  recent  i  tl^eP*?*  two  years  in  the  disposal  of  a»e» 
decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  Ireland  i  (^o>"  ^Y  •"'*'•"  Caviin,  within  whiek 
in  the  case  of  Regina  (Metge)  v.  the  !  Belturbet  is  situate,  and  sittings  *-ill  be 
Justices  of  Meath.    ^        '       ^'  '  held  at   Cavan   on  the   20th,  2l8t,  and 

'  22na  instant  for  the  neanng  of  furtber 
*Mk.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  In  cases  where  |  cases  which  appear  in  a  list  recently 
the  payers  of  instalments  created  in  '  issued,  and  which  list  contains  cases  from 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  7th  |  the  locality  of  Belturbet.  Every  endeavour 
Section  of  the  Irish  Church  Act  Amend-  is  being  made  to  dispose  of  fair  reirt 
ment  Act,  1872,  apply  voluntarily  to  i  cases  as  rapidly  as  circumstances  wffl 
redeem  the  outstanding  instahnents,  the  !  permit, 
redemption  money  is  calculated  so  as  to  i 

ascertain  the  Ciipital  value,  at  the  date  i  PROMOTION  IN  THE  ROYAL  IRISH 
fixed  for  redemption,  of  the  instalments  |  CONSTABULARY. 

then  remaining  unpiiil  the  term  being  i  y^y^^  j  p  FARRELL  :.  I  beg  to  ask 
taken  at  o2  years  The  section  of  the  ;  ^he  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lonl  Lieu- 
statute  referred  to  fixes  such  annual  sum  tenant  of  Ireland  whether  any  examin.- 
at  £\  9s.  per  cent,  on  the  purchase  money  :  ^jon  for  the  promotion  of  head  constables 
of  the  tithe  rent  charge  ascertamed  as  |  f,^^^  ^j^.^^  ,.^„k  to  district  inspectorehip 
in  the  section  provided,  and  an  annuity  i  j,,  ^he  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  htf 
of  £4  9s.  per  cent.,  payable  for  52  i  ^ecentlv  been  held;  if  so,  how  many 
years,  implies  interest  ai  the  rate  of  j  e^ndidites  were  there,  and  what  was  the 
£3  lbs.  3Ad.  per  cent.  ^V  here  such  •  ^.^g^j^ ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  in 
annuities  are  redeemed  compulsorily  in  ,  gounty  Longfoixl  two  cadets  have  been, 
land  purchase  cases  the  rcclemption  is  j  ^f^^^  a  very  brief  training,  recently  taken 
now  earned  out  under  Section  37  (2)  of  ;  £j^„^  ^j,^  ,i  -^  and  placed  in  charged 
the  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act  of  1^96,  and  ,  i^^^^^^,^  stations:  will  he  state  what 
the  term  IS  taken  at  40  years.  The  rate  .  jj^^^^^j^,^  ^.^^^.^  possessed  for  the 
of  interest  involved  in  a  teiTu  of  45  ;  j^^^,,^^  j,,^j  who  nominated  them:  and 
ye^irs  is  £3  10s.  per  cent.  The  case  ;  ^.ju  j,^,  g^^  ^hat  arrangements  are  made 
referred  to  in  the  last  pamgraph  of  the  ^o  place  in  command  men  who  know 
question  has,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Lane   .  ^^^^^^^.   ^j^^  j^   amongst    whom  they 

Ccjmmission,    dei)rived     the     payer     of  :  Qpei-j^te  ^     ^  «?  j 

Church  perpetuity  rents  of  the  right  of      ^ 

revision.  ♦iMr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:    No   exam- 

ination of  head  constables  for  promotion 
FAIR  RENTS  IN  COUNTY  CAVAN.  ;  to  the  rank  of  district  inspector  has 
Mh.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Cavan,  W.) :  I  I  recently  been  held,  the  full  proportion  of 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  ,  pn)motions,  that  is  to  say  one-half,  having 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  any  been  given  to  men  of  that  rank.  There 
complaint  has  been  made  to  him  by  is  only  one  young  officer  in  the  County 
tenants   in  the  neighlxmrhood  of  Bally-  i  Longford  at  present.     The  qualifications 
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of  this  gcntlenran,  who  was  nominated  by 
the  Govcrnnient,  were  tested  in  the  usual 
manner  hy  exaniiuution  in  litcrarj  and 
prt^fessioiial  subjeil*^.  The  last  paragraph 
seems  to  be  of  a  contnivorsial  clianieter, 
ThtTd  is  no  intentturi  nf  departing  from 
t\w  t'xistiiig  system  in  regaixl  to  the 
appointments  in  juestion. 

SANrXARV    WORKS     IN     CASTLEREA 

AND  BALLAGHADEKEKN. 

Mu.  HAYDEN  :  I  l»eg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  LoH  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  ho  is  aware  that  the 
CaBtlerea  Board  of  Guardians,  l>eforc  the 
recent  elections,  had  urged  the  Local 
Government  B^'iiird  to  make  the  c«>st  of 
executing  certain   snanitJiry  works  in  the 


most  distressed  districts  in  Ireland  ;  and 
whether,  considering  the  recent  outbreak 
offerer  in  1899  in  this  district  he  can 
state  what  step*  the  LcKal  Government 
Board  and  the  Congested  Ihstricts  Board 
have  taken  tu  improve  the  material  con- 
dition of  the  people  of  Carraroe,  Carna, 
Gacumma  iHland^  Lettermore  Inland,  and 
Lettermullen  Island. 

*Mr,  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  tSix  c.x^es  of 
lever  occurrefl  in  Carmroe  since  the  Ut 
January  last.  I  am  aware  that  eonaider- 
ahle  distress  existed  in  that  district  in 
189H.  Much  has  been  done  by  the  Con- 
gested Districts  IJoard,  since  its  establish- 
ment, to  improve  the  material  con di tit m  of 
the  people  iJi  the  localities  mentioned  in 
the  last  paragraph.       I  earmot,  within  the 


t^^wns  of  Castlerea    and    Ballaghadcreen  .  i^ ^,  ^f  ^^  ^^^^,  ^^  ^  .mestion,^  enumerate 


Special  expenses  leviable  on  those  places 
only,  and  that  a  similar  recommendation 
has  since  been  made  hy  the  recently 
electe<l  District  Council,  with  the  assent  of 
the  representatives  of  both  Castlerea  and 
Ballaghadereen  ;  whether  it  is  a  fact  that 
the  opinion  of  l)oth  the  old  Board  of  Guar- 
dians ami  the  new  Council  has  been  disre- 
gardeil  by  the  Local  (TM^'ornment  Board, 
though  that  Inxly  has  acted  on  similar 
advice  in  other  cages  ;  and  whether,  in 
view  of  all  the  circumstanceii,  and  of  the 
probability  of  the  progress  of  Scinitation 
being  imperied  by  making  sanitary  charges 
distinct  charges,  he  will  advise  the  Locid 
Go\'crnment  Board  to  alter  its  decision  as 
desired  by  the  local  authorities. 


the  various  steps  taken  ;  but  I  have  for- 
warded to  the  hon  Member  a  statement 
showing  what  the  Boaril  has  done. 

FISH  TRAFFrC  ON  KAILWAYS 
Mil.  R  0  BRIEN  :  On  l>ehalf  of  the 
hon.  Meml>er  b>r  the  St.  F*atriek  Division 
of  Dubbn,  I  lM?g  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Loni  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  he  can  state  the  amoutit  of  fish 
landed  in  England,  the  projmrtion  of  it 
carried  liy  Eiiglish  railways ;  and  also  the 
amount  of  fish  landed  in  Irelamb  and  the 
proportion  of  it  carried  by  the  Irish  rail- 
ways ;  and,  considering  the  difference 
between  the  proportions  carried  by 
English   and   Irish  railways,   whether  he 


*Mr.  G.  \\\  BALFOUR  :  The  reply  to  |  ^^T  have  an  inquiry  made  as  to  the  cause 


the  first  paragr;iph  is  in  the  affirmative 
The  only  exceptions  made  by  the  Local 
Government  Boarrl  to  the  Rural  District 
l>eing  the  area  of  charg*^  for  special  siini- 
tary  expenses  are  those  set  forth  in 
Articles  1  and  2  of  their  Order  of  the 
1 5th  of  May  last.  This  Order,  which  was 
assented  to  by  the  majority  of  the  boards 
of  guardians  in  Ireland,  was  rendered 
necessary  in  consequeiice  of  the  rating 
provisions  of  the  Lrx-al  Government  Act 
of  last  year. 

FEVER  IN  THF  nruHTEHARD 
I  NH»N. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O  BRIEN:  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  MeniWr  for  the  tSt.  Patrick 
Division  of  Dublin,  I  Iwgto  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  can  state  how  many 
cases  of  fever  have  occurred  in  the  Car- 
r&roe  Division  of  the  Oughteranl  Union  ; 


of  failure  of  the  Irish  railways  to  carry  a 
larger  proportion  of  the  fish  lauded  in 
Ireland. 

*Mr,G.  W.B^YLEOUR:  The  statistics 
required  in  the  first  and  second  para- 
graphs are  fully  detailotl  in  a  Return 
recently  prepared  by  the  Boaitl  of  Triule 
and  in  the  Annmd  Report  of  the  In- 
spectors of  Irish  Fisheries,  both  of  which 
documents  have  been  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment. As  reganls  the  second  jmragraph^ 
I  have  nothing  to  add  to  my  reply  to  the 
hon.  Member  s  previous  quest  iun  of  the 
9th  May  on  this  subject. 

ILLEGAL  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Mr,  PATRICK  O^BRIEN  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion was  di*awn  to  a  prosecution  recently 
brought  Jigainst  Mr.  Patrick  Comerford, 
of  Kilkenny,    by  a  water  bailiti'  named 


whether  he  is  aware  that   during  the  dis-  |  Joseph   Bannon,  the  charge   iKsing   that 
trsss   of   1898   Carraroe  was  one  of  the    Comerford  and  a  lyoy  were  setting  nighb 


L 
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lines  to  catch  trout  or  eels  in  the  River  i  power  to  act  as  suggested  in  the  third 

Nore  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  Bannon  !  paragraph. 

failed  to  prove  any  offence,  and  the  c^^  ^^,    ^^^^    ^^^^-^.    ^^^ 

was   dismissed   with    costs  ;  whether    he  MISSIONERS 

c^n  say   who   will  pay  the  costs  of  this;      j^j,^    MAURICE  HEALY :    I    beg  to 

case;  and  whether  he  wil    see  that   the  I  ^^   ^^^   ^.^-^^    Secretary    to    the  Lri 

Fishery    Conservators    will    require   the  ,  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  a  solicitor 

baihff  Bannon   to   pay,    as    a    means  of  |  ^j^^   ^^^^^^^^   chairman  of   Town    Com- 

restraimng  him  from  bnngmg  such  pro- ".gg.^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  provisions   of  The 

seditions  111  future  without  beuig  able  to    ^ocal   Government   (Ireland)  Act,  1898, 

give  proof  of  the  charges.  ^  ^     ^g^  ^  ^    3,  thereby  loses  his    right  to 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  in- ,'  practise  at  Quarter  Sessions  in  the  county 
formed  that  in  this  case  the  defendant  I  unders.  13  of  14  and  15  Vic.  c.  57. 
was  found  with  a  night  line  under  |  jyjj^^  q.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  question 
suspicious  circumstances,  and  that  the  |  ig  an  abstract  one,  but  the  Government 
bailiff  having  failed  to  prove  that  the  ,  are  advised  that  a  solicitor  would,  under 
line  hwl  been  used  by  Mr.  Comerford,  I  ^he  circumstances  mentioned,  lose  his 
the  case  wase  dismissed.  The  costs  will  |  right  to  practise  under  the  13th  section  of 
be  piid  by  the  Conservators.  As  already  '  ^^e  14  and  15  Vic.  c.  57. 
stated,  I  have  no  jurisdiction   over   the  I 

Conservatoi-8,  and  no  authority  to  act  as  |     STEAM    TRAWLING    OFF    HOWTH. 
suggested  in  the  last  paragraph.  I      Mr.  CLANCY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 

I  Secretary    to   the    Lord    Lieutenant  ol 

COUNTY  CAVAN  MAGISTRACY.        '  Ireland  whether  any  steps  have  yet  been 

taken  to  inquire  into  the  charges  brouj^ 


Mr.  J.  P.  P^AKRELL:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  a  vacancy  for  a  justice  of  the  peace 


by  the  fishermen  of  Howth,  county  ol 
Dublin,  against  the  owners  or  crews  of 
the  following  steam   trawlers — viz,   the 


in  the  Petty 'Sessions  District  of  Arva,  |  "Jackdaw"  of  Hull,  and  the  "Peter 
count  v  Cavan,  was  recently  created  by  |  Johnston  "  of  Al>erdeen  ;  and,  if  not,  wiD 
the  death  of  P.  S.  O'Koilly,  Esq.,  Gonna ; '  he  explain  why  ;  and  whether  he  it 
and  that  an  exti'iisively  signed  petition  !  aware  that,  owing  to  the  destruction  of 
was    sent    to    the    Lord    Lieutenant    of  1  nets  and  lines  by  those  and  other  steam 


Cavan,  Lonl  Lanesborough,  recommend- 
ing the  appointment  of  Mr.  Eugene 
M*Manus,  of  Gonna,  in  his  stead ; 
whether  this  memorial  wiis  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  Lonl  Chancellor;  and 
will  he  explain  whether  the  request  of 


trawlers,  the  sole  means  of  living  of  the 
fishermen  referred  to  have,  in  seveni 
cases,  l>een  absolutely  destroyed ;  and,  if 
so,  how  it  is  proposed  to  compensate  tho 
victims  of  the  criminal  acts  mentioned. 

Mr.   G.   W.    BALFOUR:    I    am  in- 


the  petitioners  wjis  refu8e<l,  and  a  local  j  formed  that  one  fisherman  whose  linoi 
Orangeman  appointed  in  room  of  the  j  were  carried  away  by  the  trawler  "  Peter 
deceased  Koman  Catholic  magistrate ;  |  Johnston  "  has  been  compensated  by  the 
and,  whether  he  intends  to  take  any  steps  :  owner  of  the  trawler.  The  Inspector! 
to  have  Mr.  M*Manus  appointed.  '  of  Fisheries  have  been  in  communicatioD 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  I  assume  that  |  ^»«^^  ,  J'^^„  o^'"®'!  ^^  <^^®  .  ^»*^lf 
the  memorial  refemMl  to  in  the  first  para- '  "Jackdaw  respecting  a  complaint  made 
graph  was  sent  to  the  Lieutenant  of  the    by  another  fisherman  agjunst  that  vr--' 


County,  though  I  have  no  official  infor- 
mation on  the  subject.     It  is  a  fact  that  a 


and  have  supplied  the  fisherman  with  a 
copy  of  the  reply  of  the  owner.     There  i» 


memorial  was  received  bv  the  Lord  Chan-  i  no  doubt  that  serious  damage  is  often  done 
cellor,  and  that  a  gentleman  has  been  J^y  ^^^se  trawlers,  but  the  Government 
appointed  to  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  '  ^^^'^  no  fund  at  iu  disposal  out  of  which 
for  the  Arva  district  since  the  death  of  \  ^^  compensate  fishermen  for  losses  in- 
Mr.  O^Reilly.     I  have  no  knowledge  with  ■  purred  by  them. 

respect  to  the  religious  or  political  |  Mr.  CLANCY :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
opinions  of  either  of  these  gentlemen.  It '  man  has  not  answered  tliat  part  of  my 
is  the  practice  of  the  Lonl  Chancellor  to  ,  question  as  to  whether  the  Government 
appoint  on  the  recommendation  of  the  have  taken  any  steps  to  inquire  into  these 
Lieutenant  of  the  County,  and  I  have  no  ,  charges. 
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Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  Everything 
we  can  do  is  done. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  But  is  it  not  an 
illegality  which  the  Government  are 
bound  to  inquire  into? 


Mr.    G.  W.  BALFOUR : 

sarily. 


Not  neces- 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Do  not  the 
Government  in  Scotland  offer  a  reward 
in  such  cases  ? 

Mr.  CLANCY:  Can  the  Attorney- 
General  for  Ireland  say  whether,  if  it  be 
possible  to  detect  the  owners  and  crews 
of  these  trawlers,  they  can  be  prosecuted 
for  the  commission  of  the  offence  ? 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  !  That 
is  a  question  of  which  notice  should  be 
given. 

Mr.  CLANCY  :  But  it  arises  out  of 
the  puestion  on  the  Paper.  Are  the 
Government  taking  any  steps  whatever  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  It  is  a  question  of 
which  notice  should  be  given. 

Mr.  CLANCY:  I  have  had  two  or 
three  questions  on  the  Paper,  so  that  the 
Gx)vemment  have  had  full  notice  of  ray 
intention  to  raise  this  question. 

LORD   DILLON'S   ESTATE. 

Mr.  T.  xM.  HEALY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 

of  Ireland  whether  any  minute   of   the 

Congested  Districts  Board  exists  as  to  the 

Crpose  for  which  they  have  acquired 
rd  Dillon's  estate  ;  is  it  intended  to 
resell  to  the  tenants  ;  if  so,  when  ;  could 
he  state  who  has  charge  of  the  negotia- 
tions for  sale  ;  what  price  is  Lord  Dillon 
to  receive  ;  and  what  is  the  gross  and  net 
rental  of  the  estate  ;  does  the  contract  for 
sale  include  a  covenant  requiring  Lord 
Dillon  to  rebuild  the  mansion  house 
(lately  burnt),  which  is  situated  in  County 
Roscommon,  far  away  from  the  principal 
estate,  which  is  in  County  Mayo  ;  how  do 
the  Board  propose  to  use  the  mansion 
house  ;  and,  will  any  Papers  be  presented 
to  Parliament  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  Con- 
gested Districts   Board    have   purchased 


Lord  Dillon's  estate  for  the  purpose  of 
improving  and  enlarging  some  of  the 
holdings  and  of  reselling  all  the  holdings 
to  the  tenants  through  the  Land  Com- 
mission, but  the  Board  are  not  yet  in  a 
position  to  say  when  the  holdings  will  be 
resold.  The  negotiations  have  been  car- 
ried on  by  the  Board  and  the  solicitors 
for  Lord  Dillon.  The  price  to  be  paid  to 
Lord  Dillon  is  £290,000  ;  the  figures  as 
to  the  rental  were  placed  before  the 
Board  by  his  solicitors  before  the  sale, 
but  I  am  sorry  I  am  not  in  a  position  to 
supply  them  at  present.  Lord  Dillon  has 
nearly  rebuilt  the  house  which  was  lately 
burnt  down,  and  has  undertaken  to  com- 
plete it.'  The  Board  have  not  yet  con- 
sidered the  question  of  the  disposal  of 
the  house.  It  is  not  intended  to  lay 
specially  on  the  Table  any  Papers  on  the 
subject  except  to  refer  to  the  matter  in 
the  Board's  annual  report,  which  no 
doubt  will  give  full  information  on  the 
I  matter. 

j  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Does  any  minute 
I  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  exist  ? 

;  Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not 
!  think  there  is  any  special  minute. 

I      Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:    Do  the   Board 
'  make  contracts  involving  an  expenditure 
I  of  over  half  a  million  without  entering  it 
I  on  their  minutes  1 
1 

I  Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  was  understood 
,  to  reply  that  they  had  followed  their 
i  usual  course  in  this  case. 

I  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Are  the  minutes 
'  of  the  Board  public  or  private  property] 

I  Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  Private, 
I  certainly. 


SUPPLY   [14TH  Allotted  Day]. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments Estimates,  1899-1900. 

Class  IV. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed — 

''That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £701,861  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  charge  wliich  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
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ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1900,  for 
Public  Education  in  Scotland,  and  for  Science 
and  Art  in  Scotland." 


*The  LOKD  advocate  (Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  Buteshire) :  As  has  been  the 
custom  for  several  years,  I  propose  briefly 
to  refer  generally  to  the  results  of  our 
policy  in  educational  matters.  Hon. 
Membei*s  will  notice  that  the  total  of 
the  vote  is  £1,301,861,  an  increase  of 
£19,904  on  the  year.  That  increase  is 
practically  accounted  for  under  four 
heads.  The  annual  grant  to  the  day 
schools  shows  an  increase  of  £11,038; 
the  additional  grant  to  necessitous  school 
boards  is  £5,475  ;  the  Science  and  Art 
grant  has  risen  £7,500,  and  the  grant  for 
training  colleges  has  increased  by  £6,050. 
As  against  these  increases  there  is  a 
<lecrease  of  £962  for  the  evening  schools 
and  of  £11,679  in  the  relief  of  fees.  As 
far  as  the  evening  schools  are  concerned 
the  decrease  is  an  estimated  one.  It  does 
not  actually  represent  a  smaller  amount 
paid,  l)ecause,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
grant  to  evening  schools  iwid  in  1898 
exceeded  that  of  the  previous  year  l)y 
£192.  And,  too,  there  is  nothing  to 
show  any  falling  ott'  or  deterioration. 
The  decrease  of  £11,679  in  the  grant  for 
the  relief  of  fees  is  due  to  the  fact  that  a 
very  large  sum  was  available  for  this  pur- 
pose under  the  Education  and  Local 
Taxation  Accounts  (Scotland)  Act,  1892. 
I  shall  later  on  have  probably  to  go  more 
into  detail  on  these  financial  matters  ;  but 
for  the  present  I  will  content  myself  with 
reminding  hon.  Meml>ers  of  the  four 
possible  sources  of  the  fee  grant :  first, 
the  10s.  grant  :  secondly,  the  £40,000 
under  the  Act  of  1890;  thirdly,  there  are 
certiiin  arrears  which  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exdiequer  has  promised  to  make  up, 
and  as  to  which  my  hon.  friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Caithness  has  mldresscd  (questions 
to  me  ;  and,  finally,  there  is  the  balance 
under  the  Act  (►f  1892.  Now  I  C(mie  to 
the  increases.  That  in  the  grant  for  day 
schools  is,  of  course,  due  to  the  natural 
growth  in  luimbers  and  efticieniy  of  the 
schools  themselves,  and  so  far  the  tigures, 
1  think,  an^  perfectly  satisfactory.  Tiie 
increase  of  the  item  for  necessitous 
school  boanls  is  tlue  directly  to  the 
action  of  the  Education  (Scotland)  Act, 
1897.  It  ])roved  that  the  amount 
estimated  for  in  the  first  year 
was  insurticient.  The  increase  in  the 
Science  and   Art  grant  occurs  mainly  in 


{COMMONS}       (Civil  Service  EsiimcUes).       1364 

<  connection   with  drawing  in  elementary 
I  schools  ;  while  as   to  the  larger  sum  re- 
'  (juired  for  the  training  colleges,  thai  has 
been  made  necessary  by  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  students.      It  was  found  that 
the  supply  of  teachers  was  likely  to  be- 
come  inadequate,    and    accordingly  the 
I  number  of  students  was  raised  from  920 
\  to  1,140.    This  is  a  subject  on  which  there 
has  been  considerable  discussion  in  past 
years,  and  as  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Lanark  has  frequently  urged  the  necessity 
of  an  increase  1  suppose  we  shall  have  his 
support  on  this  matter.      I  now  come  to 
another  branch  of  the  subject.  The  atten- 
dance in  the  day  schools  has  increased  by 
,  about  7,000  ;  it  is  now  618,319,  and  it  is 
,  satisfactory  to  find  that  the  percentage  of 
older  children  in  attendance  shows  a  slight 
;  increase.     The  results,  judging  from  the 
;  returns  coming  in  day  by  day,  are  highly 
,  satisfactory,  and  evidently  the  change  we 
I  have  made  in  giving  prominence  to  the 
merit  certificate  as  against  the  attendance 
'  certificate  is  having  the  direct    effect  of 
inducing  i)arents  to  keep  their  children 
longer  at  school.     In  evening  schools  the 
avciage  attendance  is  52,340,  an  increase 
,  of   373   as   compared   with  the  previous 
year.     The  average  school  rate   in  Scot- 
land  in    1897-98    was   9*23d.  as  against 
,  8-99d.    in    1S9G-97.      The   total   amount 
I  raised  from  the  rates  was  £839,878,  of 
•  this  £410,2^0  was  spent  on  the  mainten- 
ance   of    schools,  in    the   proportion  of 
I  £392,543  on  day  schools,  and  £17,737  on 
,  evening  schools,  and  most  of  the  remain- 
'  der  was  absorbed  in   the   repayment   of 
,  capital     and     interest     on     loans      in- 
curred in  pn>viding  school  accommodation 
a  further   sum   ot   £36,685   was    raised 
locally  in  the  form  of  voluntary  subscrip- 
tions—£30,938     for    day    schools,    and 
£5,747  for  evening  schools.     I  am  glad  to 
think  that,  although  there  is  a  slight  de- 
crease, the    voluntary    subscriptions  are 
fairly  maintained,  and,  whatever  may  be 
occurring  on  the  other  side  of  the  border, 
in  Scotland  thi»y  are  not  appreciably  going 
.  down.     The  grants  for  day  and  evening 
schools  amounted    to    £716,415,   which, 
with  a  further  sum  of  £334,937  in  relief 
of  fees,  and  £12,316   the  aid  grant  for 
Voluntary  schools,  give  a  total  contribu- 
tion from    the    Imperial   Exchequer    of 
£1,063,668,    as    against    a  contribution 
from  local  sources  of  £876,563.     These 
figures,  however,  do  not  include  the  grant 
for  science  and  art  instruction  in  Scot- 
land ;  and  under  this  heading  in   1898-99 
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the  sum  paid  was  £60^26.  Now  for 
some  tieUiila  as  to  tbo  general  progress  of 
education.  As  h»m.  Members  are  aware, 
this  year,  owing  to  the  sweeping  changes 
made  in  the  Cixlc,  and  owing  to 
the  fjit'i  that  an  educational  policy 
has  had  to  be  developed  in  the 
matter  of  Bpending  money  on  isecon- 
dary  education,  has  been  a  somewhat 
trying  one.  The  new  Code  practically 
meatija  the  final  disappearance  of  the 
principle  of  payment  by  individual 
results.  I  hope  hon.  Members  will  keep 
in  %^iew  the  fact  that  although  that 
system  may  lie  said  to  be  gone  for  over, 
yet  they  will  find  in  the  gradual  action  of 
the  Department  some  pledge  that  it  will 
But  be  blind  lo  certain  risks  which  are 
necessjirily  run  by  the  change.  There 
are,  indeed,  \Grj  few  changes  made  as 
to  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  place  somi^ 
thing  on  the  other  side  of  the  account, 
and  no  one  can  deny  that  there  are 
certain  dangers  under  the  new  system. 
The  Department  has  shown  by  its  reluct- 
ance to  make  the  change  hurrieilly  that 
its  eyes  are  upon  to  these  dangers.  May 
I  remind  hon.  Meml>ers  what  the  old 
system  was  'i  Under  it  no  child  could 
bring  a  grant  to  a  school  at  all  unless  it 
made  250  out  of  400  possible  school 
attendances  in  a  Vi^ar.  If  he  failed  to 
make  that  number  he  could  nut  be  pre- 
sentfxl  for  examination,  and  his  grant- 
earning  power  ceased.  But  if  he  made 
the  qualifying  number  of  attendances  he 
could  earn  a  certain  grant  for  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic ;  on  the  w^ay  in 
w^hieh  he  pas.sed  in  those  subjects  de- 
pended the  amount  of  grant  earned  by 
him  for  the  school.  Besides  that,  there 
were  a  nnnilK?r  of  subsidiary  grants  for 
clas^  subjects,  such  as  discipline  and 
elementary  science,  and  these  were  jmid 
on  the  average  attendance  of  children  in 
the  cJass  subjects  ;  they  were  Judged  in 
the  aggregate,  and  not  as  individuals. 
Beyond  this,  again,  there  were  grants  for 
apecilic  subjects  which  were  intended  to 
cover  the  ground  for  higher  educa- 
tion. These  do  not  fonn  part  of 
the  general  work  of  the  school 
Each  scholar,  as  he  chose,  took  up  two 
or  three  subjects,  and  the  payment  de- 
pended, not  upon  the  stage  reached  on 
the  subject,  anil  not  at  all  on  the  position 
of  the  subjifct  with  ihe  general  curri- 
culum, but  on  the  number  of  subjects  that 
are  taken  up.  Hon.  Members  will  »ee 
tbat  this  plan,  which  1  have  summarised, 


k 


had  these  various  advantages — it  necessi- 
tated individual  attention  to  each  child, 
because  no  child  could  well  be  neglected  ; 
if  he  was,  he  would  not  earn  an}-  grant  at 
all,  and  if  his  progress  was  not  suttieient 
he  diminished  the  general  financial 
interests  of  the  s^chooL  Oln  iousl y,  there- 
fore, there  was  a  tbrect  ineentive  to  the 
teachers  to  be  satisfied  that  the  child 
would  pass  the  examinations.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  had  certain  very  obvious 
defects.  It  applied  a  hard  and  fast  rule 
which  took  no  heed  of  the  variation  of 
circumstances  between  the  different 
schools.  It  is  very  much  easier  in  some 
phices  to  have  educational  advantages 
than  it  is  in  others.  Then,  iigain,  it  was 
more  or  less  a  direct  incentive  to 
cramming*  because  the  test  of  the  school 
was  the  ability  of  so  many  children  to 
get  through  the  examination,  and  any- 
thing that  got  them  through  achieved  the 
end  desired,  even  if  that  end  was  not  the 
best  so  far  as  the  real  progress  of  the 
child  was  concerned,  while  it  ministered 
to  the  cramming.  It  is  also  rather 
discreditable  to  the  progress  of  a 
clever  and  more  active  pupil,  because, 
obviously,  if  you  had  a  class 
which  you  wanted  to  get  through 
an  examination,  as  soon  as  you  were 
satisfied  that  the  pupils  w^ere  well  able  to 
pass  the  examinaiioii  you  would  not 
attempt  to  take  any  more  trouble  ;  they 
could  be  left  alone  with  the  knowledge  they 
had  already  obtained,  and  the  teacher's 
time  would  be  more  profitably,  in  a 
pecuniary  sense,  employed  in  bringing  on 
the  more  stupid  pupils.  The  higher 
education  is  conducted  on  the  siime  lines, 
and  necessarily  the  higher  education  en- 
couraged rather  a  multiplicity  of  subjects 
that!  the  development  of  a  high  standard 
of  general  excellence.  All  these  matters 
have  l>een  felt,  and  accordingly  for  some 
time  there  have  been  steps  taken  by 
which  the  original  system  has  iieen  re- 
strit't^d.  In  18SG  individual  examination 
was  abolished  for  infants  and  the  lower 
standards,  and  in  1890  the  principle  was 
extended  to  all  standards,  and  remained 
solely  for  special  subjects.  The  present 
code  is  the  coping  stone,  and  now  the 
system  of  individual  ♦..xaminaticn  has 
been  done  away  witli,  and  grants  have 
been  made  on  average  attendances. 
Besides  that,  the  grants  under  the  present 
Code  are  not  to  be  jmd  in  separate  sums. 
The  direct  result  of  that  will  be  that 
there  will  no  longer  l>e  any  temptation  to 
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take  up  ci  long  list  of  subjects  having  j  that  will  he  encouraged.  The  Committee 
regard  to  the  curriculum  of  the  school,  |  will  see  that  in  order  to  carry  out  this 
and  the  test  of  the  merit  of  the  school  \  system  the  armngements  for  inspectioD 


will  not  be  the  way  in  which  the  scholars 
acquit  themselves  in  a  large  variety  of 
subjects :  managers  will  now  begin  by 
considering  the  curriculum  as  a  whole. 
They  will  draw  up  a  curriculum,  and  that 
proposed  curriculum  will  be  subject  to 
approval.     Concurrently  with  that  there 


must  be  changed,  and  the  Department 
had  very  carefully  to  consider  how  the 
inspection  had  to  be  carried  out.  In  old 
days  there  was  always  an  annual  inspec- 
tion. It  was  a  fixed  day,  and  it  was 
known  when  it  was  coming  on,  and  efforts 
were  made  to  turn  out  well  for  the  day. 
has  been  an  eflibrt  made  to  broaden  the  j  But  after  it  had  gone  by  they  were  not 
elementary  curriculum,  especially  in  the  |  quite  so  strenuous  in  their  efforts  until 
particular  line — I  have  already  drawn  |  another  inspection  came  round.  The 
attention  to  it  in  the  figures-  namely,  the  I  result  was  that  if  a  scholar  failed  to  pass 
introductionofdrawingasaregularsubject.  j  his  examination  he  was  still  kept  in  his 
Of  course,  there  will  be  of  necessity  a  !  old  place.  That  system  is  now  altered ; 
minimum  prescribed  for  the  curriculum,  i  the  inspector's  visits  are  to  occur  at 
but  beyond  this  actual  minimum  circum-  I  various  intervals  during  the  year.     It  will 

not  be  necessary  when  he  does  come  for 


stances  will  necessarily  vary  a  great  deal 
having  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  each 
school.  Hon.  Members  will  see  that  it  is 
quite  obvious  the  scholars  are  difl'erently 
situated  as  they  are  in  town  or  country, 
in  a  scattered  or  dense  population,  and  it 


him  to  inspect  the  whole  school  at  one 
time;  he  may  inspect  one  part  of  the 
school  at  one  visit  and  another  part  at 
another.  He  may  then  see  the  work 
going  on  and  not  examine  himself,  or  he 


cannot  be  expccte<l  the  education  can  be    may  if  he  chooses  examine  himself.     His 


carried  out  on  the  same  curriculum. 
When  the  curriculum  is  once  fixed  the 
grant  is  to  be  a  comprehensive  grant — 
a  fixed  amount  on  the  general  efficiency. 
It  is  necessary  to  recognise  the  course  of 


duty  is  to  confer  with  the  school 
authorities,  and  to  learn  what  their 
difficulties  may  be,  and  give  them 
advice.  iJe  is  to  receive  a  record  of  the 
work  week  by  week,  and  judge  so  far  as  he 


education  varies  with  proficiency,  and  !  can  by  the  record  how  far  tne  school  has 
accordingly  a  larger  grant  must  necessarily  '  been  successful.  He  will  not  expect  to 
be  allowed  in  respect  of  a  higher  scale,  j  find  under  those  circumstances  pupils 
One  way  will  be,  of  course,  to  pay  it  !  keeping  step  as  it  were  from  class  to  class, 
according  to  the  number  of  children  in  I  but  altering  their  places  in  the  class, 
the  higher  class  ;  but  if  you  do  that  you  at '  the  dull  scholars  remaining  behind  ;  and 
once  give  a  direct  initiative  to  the  '  the  eflBciency  will  be  judged  not  by  the 
teachers  to  force  the  children  into  the  i  height  which  each  scholar  has  reached,  but 
higher  class  by  the  mere  progress  of  time,  i  by  the  keeping  of  all  scholars  at  suitable 
irrespective  of  the  fact  of  whether  they  '  work  for  each  of  them.  Now  1  have  said 
are  fit  to  go  in  any  class  other  than  that  in  i  briefly  that  there  are  certain  dangers  in 
which  they  are.  Accordingly  the  Depart- '  this,  and  one  result  of  the  new  system 
ment  considered  the  grand  result  and  !  will  be  to  make  very  large  schools  a  little 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  best  way  '  lax.  Anyone  can  judge  of  these  matters, 
is  not  to  pay  on  the  number  actually  in  the  i  and  I  hope  in  that  matter  that  the 
higher  class,  but  to  pay  in  respect  to  age.  i  managers  will  exercise  good  judgment. 
Roughly  speaking  it  will  to  a  great  Undoubtedly  it  is  the  wish  and  intention 
extent  correspond,  although  it  does  not  '  of  the  Department  that  nothing  like  laxity 
do  so  exactly.  Accordingly  the  rates  '  is  introduced,  and  schools  may  be  sub- 
have  been  fixed  for  children  under  '  jected  to  very  severe  tests  :  more  severe 
seven  years  of  age  18s.,  between  '  tests  than  the  ordinar}'  tests  may  if 
seven  and  ten  20s.,  and  over  ten  22s.  In  '  necessiiry  l>e  applied.  Probably  in  the 
order  to  check  what  might  be  the  unfor- '  first  instance  it  would  be  sufficient  to 
tunate  result  of  cramming  the  grant  mav  I  warn  only,  but  if  it  is  not  attended  to 
be  reduced  for  special  deficiency  by  6(1.  '  then  it  is  within^  the  power  of  the  De- 
or  Is.,  and  may  be  increased  for  special  ex  '  partment,  audit  is  their  intention  to  resort 
cellence  by  (ki.  Further  grants  are  to  be  to  very  vigorous  individual  examinations. 
allowed  for  practical,  scientific,  and  '  It  does  not  directly  affect  the  grant 
mechanical  training,  which  it  is  not  !  whether  the  persons  pass  on  or  not,  but 
possible  for  all  scholars  to  attempt,  but  '  it  has  the  result  that  it  would  be  at  once 
Mr,  A.  G.  Murray, 
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a  very  thorough  tost  of  whether  the 
individiUil  has  been  negh'cted  or  not 
iiiidor  the  new  systera.  Now,  I  trust  that, 
in  general,  these  new  provisions  of  the  code 
will  commend  themselves  to  the  eduea- 
tional  sense  of  the  Committee.  In  the 
complete  change  which  has  heen  made  in 
the  method  of  pay  it  is  necessary  to 
walk  very  warily  at  first.  It  is  quite 
obvious  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  or 
the  right  of  the  Dejmrtment  to  greatly 
alter  by  this  change  the  burden  that  is 
being  laid  on  the  Imperial  Ex- 
chequer  The  object  is  more  or  less  to 
make  the  burden  the  same,  with, 
of  course,  capaeitiea  for  expansion  that 
should  always  exist  through  persons 
taking  proper  advantage  of  the  system. 
But  still  I  think  the  Committee  will  see 
that  to  a  certain  extent  the  re- fixing  of 
the  precise  sums  which  may  be  earned 
under  this  new  system  is,  so  to  speak,  a 
matter  for  trial.  The  Committee  will 
notice  that  in  order  to  avoid  any  |>c>9sible 
mistake  that  may  have  been  made,  the 
operation  of  the  new  eofle,  so  far  as  the 
payment  is  concerned,  is  postponed  for  a 
year,  i.r.,  nobody  will  be  paid  under  the 
provisions  of  the  code  until  after  the 
beginning  of  1900,  and  the  departEient 
will  certainly  very  carefully  watch  the 
statistics  of  the  year,  so  that  before  the 
payment  has  been  actually  made,  there 
willy  as  a  matter  of  fact,  be  another  code. 
If  the  Department,  tbrotigh  the  better 
statisticis  they  have  got  l»y  that  time,  see 
that,  with  due  regard  to  the  general 
burden  on  the  Treasury^  they  can  in 
safety  somewhat  increase  the  various 
grants,  then  they  will  certainly  do  so  in 
the  cckIc  of  next  year.  But  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  move  cautiously  at  the  first. 
Then  there  is  another  feature  of  the  code 
of  great  interest.  I  mean  that  which  is 
embraced  in  chapter  9,  dealing  with  the 
provisions  for  the  secondary  departments  in 
elementary  schools*  Those  provisions  are 
part  of  the  general  system  put  forward 
by  the  minute  on  Secondary  Education. 
The  iidmission  to  these  schools  is  to  be  en- 
tirely through  the  ]>ort;iI  of  the  merit  certi- 
ficate. It  is  the  great  object  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  tc^mpt  parents  to  keep  their 
children  at  schtxil  in  order  to  get  the  merit 
certificate,  rather  than  allow*  them  to  be 
content  with  the  labour  certificate^  and 
having  got  that,  to  think  that  they  have 
done  all  they  need  to  go  away.  Under 
chapter  9  in  these  higher-grade  depart- 
ments there  are  very   large  grants  pro- 
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pose^l  ranging  h<nn  £2  10s,  to  £4  10s. 
in  certain  circumstances  atifl  this  the 
Department  look  upon,  from  the  Treasury 
point  of  view,  as  an  eijuivaJcnt,  for  Scot- 
land long  remainerl,  as  England  rlid  not, 
under  the  17s.  6d.  limit. 


Captaix  SINCLAIR  (Forfar):  Are 
these  grants  suliject  to  the  17s.  fid- 
limit  ? 

*MR.A.a  MURRAY  :  Oh,  yes;  every- 
thing is  sul*ject  in  Scotland  to  the  173.  6d. 
limit.  This  lemls  me  to  the  other  topic 
of  interest  peculiar  to  this  year,  viz.,  the 
Minute  of  the  27th  of  April,*  1899,  for  the 
disposition  of  the  money  under  the  Local 
Taxation  Act  of  1898 ;  and  here,  in  order 
to  make  my  remarks  intelligible,  may  I 
remind  hon.  Members  of  the  hi  story  of 
this  secondary  matter?  They  will 
remember  that  this  £60,000  for  secondary 
education  was  provided  by  the  Mucation 
and  Local  Taxation  Account  Act  of  1892, 
to  be  distributed  according  to  the  Minutes 
of  the  Education  Department.  Well,  a 
Minute  was  accordingly  promulgated  in 
August,  1892.  That  Mumte,  in  brief, 
provided  for  the  establishment  of  corn- 
mi  tteea  on  secondary  education — what 
I  may  call  local  comnHttees — and  i.t  pro-^ 
posed  that  these  local  committees  should 
make  reports  to  the  Education  Dejjart' 
ment,  and  should  propose  what  institu- 
tion  w'itliin  their  Ixjiuids  should  be  «ub- 
sidi  sed  ou  t  o  f  t  h  i  s  m  o  n  ey .  We  II,  t  h  at ,  too, 
had  bee  n  h  e raid  c d  by  a  M  e m  rn  a  i  id  u  m ,  ant  1 
owing  to  certain  represeritjttii>ris  made  a 
departraentiil  committee  Wits  appointed,  of 
which  Lord  Elgin  was  chairman,  and  the 
departmental  committee  reported  in  favour 
of  that  scheme.  Accordingly,  there  having 
been  a  change  of  Ciovernnu^nt  in  the 
meantime,  there  was  a  miruite  pro- 
mulgated on  the  31st  of  January,  1893, 
which,  for  all  practical  puiposes,  was  just 
a  repetition  of  the  minute  of  189:3,  Then 
certain  representations  were  made  in  this 
House,  wqth  the  result  that  the  Minute  of 
January,  1893,  was  superseded,  and 
instead  of  that  there  came  the  Minute  of 
the  1st  of  May,  1893,  and  the  Minute  of 
July,  1894,  the  result  being  that  instead 
of  leaving  the  tidminist ration  in  the 
hands  of  the  LJepartment  it  reversed  the 
process,  and  made  the  money  to  bo 
divided  among  these  committees  in  such 
proportion  fis  the  Department  might  deter- 
mine. Afterwards  there  were  the  miiuites 
of   1896  and    1897.     As  hon.   Members 
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knew  the  policy  which  was  initiated  in 
1893  so  far  changed  the  policy  of  1892 
that  the  scheme  l)ecame  a  committee 
scheme  instead  of  a  departmental  scheme. 
Now,  there  has  hot?n  six  years'  experience 
of  the  working  of  the  system,  and, 
speaking  generally,  certainly  one  result 
has  heen  to  leave  the  higher  class  schools, 
which  were  recognised  under  the  Act 
of  1872,  out  in  the  cold,  while  the 
money  has  l)(»en  taken  over  by  the 
county  and  borougii  committees.  1 
have  had  no  occasion  particularly  to 
criticise  the  action  of  that  committee. 
Far  from  it.  On  the  other  hand,  anyone 
who  considers  the  position  of  county  and 
borough  committees  will  see  that  what 
they  have  done  was  almost  necessarily 
the  result  of  those  circumstances,  and  for 
one  or  two  reasons.  The  most  obvious 
reason  was,  that  if  you  divide  the  money 
among  various  counties  and  boroughs,  the 
county  that  gets  the  money  says,  "Now, 
then,  where  shall  we  spend  it  1 "  0))- 
viously,  they  say,  *'  We  will  spend  it 
within  our  own  borders."  It  might  be, 
and  in  fact  it  was  in  a  great  many  cases, 
that  the  county  had  not  within  its  own 
borders  a  proper  secondary  school  at  all. 
Accordingly,  in  eases  like  that,  it  was 
almost  forced  to  give  the  money  to  the 
higher  department  of  a  primary  school. 
Then  you  have  what  may  be  called  a  more 
indirect  tendency.  Suppose  a  school  with 
a  higher  department  in  one  county  got 
aid  from  the  C(>unty,  because  there  was 
no  proper  school  to  which  to  give  it,  and 
there  was  anc^ther  school  just  over  the 
border  and  in  the  jurisdicticm  of  some 
other  county  committee,  practically  con- 
stituted exactly  as  the  other  school  was 
with  a  higher  dej)artnient,  it  w;is  most 
obvious  that  that  school  shoukl  say, 
^*  Well,  why  should  not  we  be  treated 
exactly  the  same  as  the  school  over  the 
boundary  is  treated  ? "  forgetting,  very 
naturally,  that  vovy  likely  the  School 
Board  might  i)erhaps  with  great  educa- 
tional advantage  have  had  all  the  money 
instead  of  practically  sharing.  There  wiis 
another  natural  temptation- -that  if  you 
concentrate  the  money  you  only  relieve 
the  S(jhool  Boanl  in  the  district  in  which 
that  money  is  concentrated  ;  whereiis  if 
you  diH'use  it,  you  have  the  effect  of 
relieving  a  great  many  more  School 
I^)ai-ds  than  one.  Aceonlingly,  so 
far  from  blaming  the  county  eonnnittees, 
I  think  the  teiulency  has  been  for  those 
county   committees  to   show   those   tcn- 

Mr.  A.  G,  Mnrnni. 


dencies  which  they  were  bound  to  show 
under  the  circumstances  in  which  ther 
existed.    At  the  same  time,  I  do  not  think 
that  educationally  there  can  be  any  great 
doubt  as  to  the  result.     The  result  has 
undoubtedly  been  that  the  money  has  been 
delivered  practically  in  driblets,  and  very 
often  failed  to  achieve  its  proper  result. 
The  result  has  also  l)een  that  one  or  more 
very    deserving    classes    of    schools    for 
carrying  on  the  secondary   education  of 
the   country   have   been  left  out   in  the 
cold— not  that  they  did  not  get  anything 
at  all,  because,  for  instance,  those   par- 
ticular    schools     to     which    I    referred 
certainly  got  something,  but  that  thej^^have 
not  got  sufficient  monetary  provision  to 
do  all  that  they  might  do.     Seeing  that  it 
is  really  for  the  benefit  of  the  secondary 
education   of    the  country    that    proper 
secondary   schools   should   have    further 
assistance   the   Department  in  this  case 
felt  it  necessary  not  to  divide  the  money 
upon  the  principle  of  the  Minute  of  1893, 
but  rather  to  revert   practically    to   the 
principle  of  the  Minute  of  1892.     It  has 
been  suggested — "  Oh,  if  you  think  that 
is  the  better  plan,  you  might  have  done 
away  with  the  Minute  of  1893  altogether." 
That  would  have  been  a  very  strong  step^ 
and  it  would   have  been  one  which  the 
Department  undoubtedly  could  have  em- 
ployed.    It     could     have     intimated    a 
censure  upon  the  work  of  the  committees, 
but  it  recognises  that  although  there  may 
have  been  some  points  worthy  of  criticism, 
at  the  same  time  there  has  l)een  really 
good  work  done  by  these  committees,     ft 
seems  to  be  thought  by  some  that  this 
reverting  to  the  Minute  of  1892  implies  a 
vote  of  censure  upon    the  county   com- 
mittees, and  that  it  is   minimising  their 
usefulness  and  not  taking  advantage  of 
their  usefulness.     That  is   certainly  not 
the  intention  of  the  Department,  nor  do  I 
think  it  is  quite  a  fair  inference  from  the 
Department's  action.    I  have  already  tried 
to  show  that  what  I  may  call  the  weakness 
of    the    present    system   is  a  necessary 
weakness ;   it  is  really  a  corollar}'  of  the 
plan  of  beginning  by  dividing  the  money 
according    to    area   and    valuation    and 
parcelling  the  money  out.     So  far  from 
casting  any  slur  upon   the  county  com- 
mittees,   this     particular    Minute    with 
which    I     am     now     dealing    proposes 
to      utilise      the      services      of      these 
committees,    because    it    proposes    that 
every  scheme  which  is  submitted  by  any 
educational  authority  to  the  Department 
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shall  be  subject  to  the  suggestions  of 
these  commjtttes^  and  that  aceorciingly 
we  are  to  have  the  result  of  their  experi- 
ence, they  kno\niig  from  their  own 
schemes  as  well  as  the  Department  what 
are  the  provisions  for  secondary  education 


will  be  during  the  next  few  years,  the 
putting  of  the  whole  system  tipou  what 
may  then  perhaps  turn  out  t<>  liealiroader 
and  more  logical  basis. 


*Mr.    THOMAS 


in  the  districts  with   which  they  have  to  ►  Burgha) :  There    are 


SHAW     (Hawick 
three    matters    to 


do.  Before  I  depart  from  this,  may  1 
inform  the  Committee  that  in  the  Minute 
of  1899  there  was  a  slip  in  the  phraseo- 
logy, which  wo  have  a  mended  by  a  new 
Minute.     In  paragraph  5  it  is  said  : 

**  Each  such  school  shall  forward  before 
the  1st  iJctober,  181H),  for  the  coui»i(lemtioii  of 
the  Deijanment  through  the  county  com- 
mittee on  secoodary  education^  etc." 

Now  the  word  **  county "  will  not 
do,  because  there  are  more  than  one 
sort  of  committee.  There  are  county 
committees  and  burgh  conunittees.  But 
even  **  county  and  burgh "  will  not  do, 
because  sometimes  there  is  a  secondary 
education  committee  for  a  parish.  There- 
fore the  alteration  is  this  :  In  the  Minute 
which  has  been  promulgated  it  is  ordered 
that  the  paragraph  should  read  as  if  the 
word  **  county,"  wherever  occurring^  were 
therefrom  omitted.  It  is  quite  enough  with 
the  w*ord  *' county,"  as  it  is  then  simply 
**  the  committee  on  secondary  education 
of  the  district/'  which  is  an  appropriate 
reference.  That  practically  ends  the 
remarks  I  wish  to  inflict  upon  the  Com- 
mittee at  the  present  stage.  The  inten- 
tion of  the  Depirtment  has  been  to  try 
with  this  new  money  to  supply  the 
deficiency  which  was  left  by  the  natural 
tendency  of  the  administration  which  has 
so  long  existed.     It  will  in  future  care- 


which  the  Lord  Advocate  has  referred  in 
the  statement  he  ha^  matle — a  statement 
cei-tairdy  not  too  long  for  the  importance 
of  the  topics  with  which  we  have  to 
deal.  Those  are,  the  promulgation 
of  the  Code  of  this  year,  the  matter  of 
educational  finance  in  Scotland,  and  the 
question  of  secondary  education.  On  the 
changes  in  the  Code  I  am  bound  to  say 
that,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  I  have 
been  led  most  heartily  to  approve  of  the 
action  of  the  Department,  On  the  subject 
of  the  iinance,  I  confess  I  retain  the  state 
of  mind  that  I  was  in  a  few  years  ago, 
when  the  whole  matter  of  our  educational 
finance  was  settled  upon  a  f Looting  which 
we  thought  highly  unsatisfactory  and 
unfair.  On  the  question  of  secondary 
education,  and  the  allocation  of  these  new 
grants,  I  confess  that,  so  far  as  I  have 
seen,  my  mind  is  completely  hostile  to 
any  interference  with  our  existing  system 
as  is  proposed.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
limitation  of  secondary  grants  is  a  limita- 
tion which  will  cut  out  the  recognition 
fi^nancially  by  the  State  of  the  most 
excellent  and  highly  valued  work  that 
is  done  in  large  districts  in  Scotland 
in  the  interests  of  secondary  education 
by  secondary  departments  of  ordinary 
schools  in  di.^trict8  where  it  is  utterly 
impossible,   owing   to   the   sparseness  of 


fully   watch  the  results,  both  which  are    population  or  other  causes,  to  have  fully 


got  from  the  existing  system  and  from 
the  new  system  now  inaugurated.  From 
those  results  we  hope  the  time  will  come 
when  it  will  be  possible  to  reorganise  the 
whole  system  and  put  it  upon  a  proper 
basis*  But  we  thought  it  would  be  a  very 
fooliahplan  at  this  present  moment,  without 
the  assistance  of  this  experience,  either  to 
shut  our  eyes  to  the  educational  disadvan- 
tages which  are  the  necessary  conco- 
mitants  of  the  present  system,  or,  because 
we  felt  those  educational  disd vantages,  to 
have  swung  so  far  the  other  way  as  to 
have  with  a  ruthless  hand  destroyed  the 
present  system  altogether  and  swept  away 
the  county  committees.  We  think  it 
would  be  much  safer  to  proceed  aa  we 
have  done  in  this  matter  of  the  Minute 
of  to-day,  and  leave  to  the  future,  with  our 
experience  modified  and  broadened   as  it 


equipped  secondary  schools.  On  these 
topics  the  Committee  will  excuse  me  if  I 
deal  as  briefly  as  I  can — and  yet  at  some 
length — with  them  in  detail  On  the 
matter  of  the  Code,  I  have  already 
»aid  that  I  am  thoroughly  in  sympathy 
with  the  action  of  the  Department. 
There  are  three  periods  in  the  history  of 
the  subject.  Under  the  old  parochial 
system  prior  to  1872  the  genend  interests 
of  the,  school  were  apt  to  suffer  for  the 
sake  of  the  schoolmaster's  fiuiey  pupils. 
Then  in  order  to  get  the  better  of  the 
fancy  system  which  obtained  when  the  old 
teacher  was  lord  and  master  of"  the  whole 
position^  there  came  the  Statute  of  1872 ; 
and  just  as  the  former  legislation  erred 
on  the  side  of  laxity,  so,  I  fear,  the  codes 
subsequent  to  1872  erred  on  the  side  of  un- 
due rigidity,  for  it  was  set  forth  that  each 
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child  should  pas-s  an  examination  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  inspector.  I  entirely 
approve  of  what  the  I^ord  Advocate  has 
said  u|K)n  this  matter,  that  under  the  cir- 
cumstances the  Department  were  justified 
in  doing  what  they  did.  Now  the  whole 
system  of  iiidividiud  examination  is  prac- 
tically at  an  end,  and  I  must  say 
that  I  think,  in  this  Committee,  we 
ought,  on  our  own  responsibility,  to 
re-echo  the  remark  of  the  Lord  Advocate 
with  regard  to  the  new  and  very  grave 
responsibilities  which  now  fall  upon  the 
inspectors  in  Scotland  in  consequence  of 
this  great  change.  I  have  no  reason 
whatever  to  distrust  the  inspectoi*ate  in 
Scotland  which  has  had  a  most  distin- 
guished history.  I  hope  this  change  will 
be  a  success  ;  but  it  can  only  be  a  success 
if  the  ir.spectors  in  the  discharge  of  their 
dutie:^  recognise  that  they  are  the  ser- 
vants of  the  State,  and  decline  to  lean 
either  towaixls  the  teacher  on  the  one 
hand  or  towards  the  interests  of  the 
ratepayers  on  the  other.  They  are 
the  servants  paid  by  the  Imperial 
Treasury,  and  their  duty  is  to  make  a 
report  which  shall  be  irrespective  of 
local  or  personal  interests,  and  in 
accordance  with  Imperial  demands.  The 
State  relies  upon  this  being  done,  and  if 
that  result  should  ensue  I  think  it  will 
practically  be  a  complete  educational 
justification  of  the  change.  On  the 
matter  of  finance  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
I  have  not  derived  very  much  Siitisfaction 
from  my  right  hon.  friend's  statement,  for 
we  have  no  light  thrown  upon  the  sub- 
ject by  him  further  than  is  found  in  the 
Estimates  for  the  year.  What  we,  as 
Scotsmen,  having  in  view  the  require- 
ments of  Scotland,  are  anxious  to  know 
is  how  does  this  educational  budget 
compare  with  the?  English  giants  given 
in  recent  years?  I  will  try  to  make 
this  iM>int  perfectly  clear.  When  the 
Act  of  1897  was  before  Parliament 
the  Committee  will  remember  that  I 
very  strongly  challenged  by  an  adverse 
vote  the  proiH)sed  grant  for  voluntary 
schools  in  Scotland,  and  the  reason  for 
that  was  that  it  was  the  best  pronounce- 
ment in  the  way  of  protest  we  could  make 
against  the  defieieney  of  the  amount  which 
was  being  allotted  to  Scotland.  But  time 
has  gone  on,  and  it  now  appears  that  the 
figures  I  then  gave  have  been  more  and 
more  justified  in  succeeding  years.  I 
find  that  the  contra-st  which  we  then 
initiated  was  a  contrast  ])etween  the  pro- 
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posed  legislation  for  England  under 
which  £800,000  was  to  be  granted 
to  the  voluntary  schools  and  the 
necessitous  Board  schools  in  England. 
Upon  the  calculation  of  the  equivalent 
grant  to  which  we  have  been  so  long 
familiar,  on  the  principle  confirmed  by 
successive  Chancellors  of  the  Elxcheqaer, 
we  were  entitled  to  an  equivalent  sum  of 
£110,000  a  year.  Instead  of  that  we  got 
a  sum  which  left  a  deficit  of  J£52,000  a 
year  due  to  Scotland.  I  remarked  at  the 
time  that  Scotland  wonld  be  in  a  situa- 
tion under  which  she  would  be  deprived 
by  this  proposal  of  a  fund  which  would 
have  fallen  to  it  at  the  rate  of  £1,000  per 
week.  I  find  that  the  result  more  than 
confirms  the  estimate  I  then  made. 
Instead  of  the  sum  of  £800,000  having 
been  given  to  England,  the  sum  of 
£833,000  has  been  paid,  which  is  more 
than  England  expected.  But  so  far  as  I 
can  wade  through  the  figures  only 
£54,000,  instead  of  £110,000,  has  been 
awarded  to  Scotland,  while  even  upon  the 
reckoning  of  the  items  embraced  by  the 
Lonl  Advocate  in  his  statement  we  were 
promised  £80,000.  Take  one  instance 
only.  The  Committee  will  remember 
that  one  great  point  which  was  made  by 
the  Government  of  the  day  was  that  Scot- 
land need  not  complain  because  she  was 
to  get  an  allowance  which  was  to  make 
up  a  capitation  grant  of  12s.  per  head 
per  scholar  in  Scotland  instead  of  10s., 
and  that  under  that  allowance  she  would 
receive  the  sum  of  £26,000  a  year.  Of 
course  we  protested  strongly  against  that 
statement  as  one  in  which  some  incom- 
prehensible fallacy  lay,  but  we  were  met 
by  an  absolute  denial  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.  Now,  how  do  the  facts  stand 
on  the  present  estimate  ?  Why,  instead 
of  £26,000  which  was  to  come  to  Scotland, 
a  sum  of  only  £5,000  has  been  paid  over, 
and  Scotland  has  l)een  deprived  of  the  sum 
of  £21,000  a  year  upon  this  single  item. 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  hope  all  the 
Members  for  Scotland,  irrespective  of 
party,  will  support  the  view  which  I  ven- 
ture to  lay  before  the  House — that,  how- 
ever you  look  at  the  figures,  it  is 
manifestly  clear  that  Scotland  has  been 
deprived  both  of  what  she  was  led  to 
expect  under  the  doctrine  of  the  equiva- 
lent grant  and  what  she  was  pledged  to 
receive  on  the  statement  of  the  responsible 
Minister  of  the  Crown  in  1897.  We  had 
to  submit  to  this,  and  what  I  did  expect 
from  the  J jord  Advocate  was  that,  in  answer 
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to  the  questions  wbich  have  been  put  to 
him  mon^  than  once*  he  would  have  made 
it  clear  th:it  tliero  Wiis  ample  justification 
for  this  (ioficit.     In  point  of  fact,  it  rather 
appears  on  the  whole  figure8  that,  insteac^I 
of    there  being    a    deiicit    of  £52,000  a 
year,  the    ileficit   will    prolmbly  at   least 
l>e  £60,000  a    year.     Su  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, I    feel    bounil   to   denounce  the 
action  of    the   (Government   for   putting 
Scotland  iTi  tho  position  of  having  to  look 
upon  the  doctrine  of  the  equivalent  grant 
as   ho]>eIessly  gone.     I   say  so  with  the 
greatest  *M)rrow  and   regret,  for  it  is  per- 
fectly clear  that  under  the  present  regime 
we   have   enteretl   upon   a   period    when  i 
Scotlan<l  can  no  longer  expect  the  doctrine 
of  the  equivalent  grant  to   tie  applied  to 
hor.     And   it    is    surely  clear  that   this 
Government,  having   done  so   much   for  j 
education,   i»  bound  to  retrieve  the  for-  i 
tunes  of   Scotland  in   the  direction  of  a  i 
generous    apportionment    in    respect    of  | 
secondarv  educatiim  When  that  time  does  i 
come    I    hupe    we    shall    say    with    one  : 
voice  that,   recognising  the  al>olition  by  | 
this  Government  nf  the  doctrine  of  the  i 
equivalent   gnint,   and   recognising   that 
notwithstanding  that  we  continue  to  con- 
tribute  our   full    share    to   the    Imperial  i 
revenue,   Scotlantl  shall    Ijo   dealt    with  ' 
on  a  generous  and  siitisfactory  scale,  and 
above   all    that    we    shall    not   limit  our 
claims  to  what  olitains  under  any  system 
existing  south  of  the  Tweed.     Some  years 
ago  when   this  matter  of  the  equivalent 
grants  earao  to    lie  ilealt  with    we    were 
all  of  one  mintl.     The  Scotch  Education 
Department   were  of   the  same  mind  as 
ourselves,  and  one  of  the  Minutes  was  to 
the  effect  that  when  the  new  grants  came 
to  be  made  in   England  Scotland  might 
justly  expect  that  she   would  lie  treated 
upon  the  eleven-eightieth  senile*     But  the 
Scotch   Depiirtment  did  not  know,  appa- 
rently, the  straits  to  wbich  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  i-educed  in  the  matter  of 
finance,  or  the  scurvy  treatment   i\hich 
would  be  meted  out  to  Scotland  when  she 
came  to  Ix*  dealt  with.     I  venture  to  re- 
commend  to  my  fellow  Meralxjrs  that  we 
ought,  if  possililc,  iu  so  arrange  Scotch 
educational  finance  that    the    secondary, 
and   if   possible    the   university,    system 
should  olitain  the  payment  of   foes,  and 
that  the  Ixmcfit  of  this  grant  should  be 
given  to  Scotland    in    this   respect.     In 
the    \4ews    which    I   have  fonnerly    laid 
before  the  House  I  have  urged  that  the 
merit   certificate   should   crown   the  free 


elementary  course  and  be  a  piissport  to 
free  secorulary  instruction,  and  I  am  very 
glad  that  the  grant  has  now  sc»  far  reached 
that  position,  bec^iuse  the  main  features 
of  the  changes  during  the  past  year  were 
the  tixing  of  the  standard  of  the  merit 
certificate  as  a  aatisfac^tory  outcome  of 
an  elementary  school  cotirse.  So  far  we 
view  the  action  of  the  Department  with 
s4itisfaction.  But  I  observe  there  is  a 
still  further  step  taken  on  the  lines  of 
my  own  recommendations,  I  refer  to 
the  merit  certificate  being  regarded 
as  a  passp*>rt  to  secondary  education. 
Lord  Bidfour,  in  a  most  interesting  and 
powerful  address  he  delivered  at  Paisley 
on  September  14th,  1898,  put  the  matter 
very  simply  when  he  said  that  the  real 
aim  of  the  Doimrtment  was  to  make 
the  merit  certificate  open  the  door  to 
secondary  eflucation,  and  I  find  in  tho 
Report  of  this  year  it  is  stated  that,  while 
the  merit  certificate  is  to  ho  taken  as 
evidence  of  the  siUisfactory  completion  of 
an  elementary  school  course,  it  will  also 
servo  fi>r  the  purposes  of  an  entrance 
examination  for  nil  pupils  who  propose  to 
enter  for  higher  education,  and  that  it 
will  be  regarded  as  a  test  of  fitness  to 
profit  by  such  instruction.  We  have  now 
a  guarantee  that  secondary  education  in 
Scotland  will  not  be  given  to  dullartls 
and  those  unfitted  to  receive  it, 
and  that  the  merit  certificate  will 
be  the  jmssport  to  it.  My  second  point 
has  not  yet  come,  but  1  hope  it  will 
before  many  years.  That  is  that  the 
State  should  take  on  itself  courageously 
the  i*e8punsibility  of  providing  free  secon- 
dary instruction.  My  noble  friend  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  has  very  nearly 
found  salvation  in  this  matter.  He  is 
just  shivering  on  the  brink,  and  is  only 
afraid  to  launch  away.  He  says  in  his 
Paisley  address : 

'*  We  wisli  tcj  tfuike  s^ecotulary  !*cht>ol[*  avail- 
able for  ali  whose  ctrounistmiofiH  and  whose 
taleutti  make  it  expedient  they  shoidd  take 
mlvantiiife  of  them. 

That  is  exactly  the  position  of  all  parties 
in  this  HoiLse,  and  also  I  hr»pe  in  another 
place.     Lord  Balfotn*  proceenls  : 

"  There  is  no  differenee  jih  to  the  end  to  be 
aimed  at  aitiuDg  tho^e  who  take  an  interoiit  in 
the  subjectt  but  there  is  &  dilTerence  as  to  the 
means.  Some,  as  I  luive  indicated,  say  that 
we  shoulil  do  it  by  makinjjj  such  schools  univer* 
sally  free.  This  if^  a  view  not  without  it« 
attractioiLs,  But,  looking  at  it  as  a  practical 
queution,  I  am  not  prepare  either  on  behalf 


1379 


Supply 


{COMMONS}        (Civa  Service  Esiimaies).      1380 


of  myself  or  of  tlie  CJovemiiient  to  give  any 
adhesion  to  tlie  doctrine  of  free  secondary 
education." 

I  am  suqjrised  my  noble  friend  treated 
this  as  a  new  doctrine.  It  is  a  doctrine 
three  centuries  old,  and  in  Scotland  we 
have  long  been  familiar  with  the  idea 
that  secondary  education  was  not  to  be 
the  privilege  of  the  higher  classes  in  the 
community,  but  was  to  be  the  privilege 
of  every  student  in  every  rank  of  life.  I 
find  that  that  is  the  idea  of  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  himself,  because  in  another  ' 
passage  in  the  address  to  which  I  have 
referred  he  says  : 

"  We  liave  in  late   years  done  much  in  the  ' 
way  of  making  e<lucation  free.     Some  desire 
we  Hhould  go  still  further." 

and  in  another  passage  he  says  : 

"  Just  as  in  elementary  education  the  State  ' 
made  a  limitation  of  fee  a  condition  of  grant  ; 
long  before  it  made  the  abolition  of  fee  a  con- 
dition, it  would  seem  not  unrejisonable  that  in 
secomiary  education  it  shouhl  be  said  that  one 
condition  of  a  grant  should  l>e  a  limitation  of  , 
fee  to  a  sum  which  can  fairly  be  faced  by  a  : 
middle-class  parent." 

Why  "  middle  -  class  parent "  ?  Why  | 
should  not  the  humblest  in  the  land  who  | 
contributes  to  the  Imperial  lie  venue  be 
able  to  have  secondary  education,  not  by  i 
a  limitation  of  the  fee,  but  by  the  abolition  | 
of  the  fee  being  made  a  condition  of  the  \ 
grant  1  I  would  remind  Lord  Balfour  that  i 
in  elementary  education  the  first  step ; 
was  limitation,  and  it  was  followed  by 
abolition.  As  regards  secondary  educa- 
tion he  is  prepared  to  go  as  far  as  limita- ! 
tion,  and  with  one  short  step  further  j 
we  should  have  abolition  in  the  very  j 
near  future.  It  is  not  a  question  of  i 
money,  because  we  would  have  plenty  of ' 
money  if  we  had  our  due,  and  even  with  | 
what  we  have  if  it  were  properly  ad-  ' 
ministered.  I  know  there  is  a  social  i 
prejudice  against  secondary  education,  ' 
but  that  prejudice  is  unworthy  of  the  ' 
traditions  of  Scotland.  I  would  remind  ' 
the  Committee  of  an  utterance  of  a  Lord  i 
High  Chancellor  of  England  —  Lord  ' 
Brougham.  He  was  a  pupil  of  the  High  ; 
School  of  Kdinburgh.  There  was  not  this  ' 
social  prejudice  in  his  time,  and  the ' 
children  of  the  highest  and  the  lowest ' 
ranks  of  society  were  educated  together.  ' 
That  he  considered  made  the  school ' 
invaluable.     This  is  his  own  language  :      | 

"There  they   were,   sitting   side    by   side,! 
giving  and    taking  places  from    each  other,  I 
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without  the  slightest  impression  on  the  part 
of  m J  noble  friends  of  any  superiori^  on  Uieir 
parts  to  other  boys,  or  any  ideas  of  inferiority 
on  the  part  of  other  boys  to  them." 

I  hope  the  mind  of  Scotland  will 
become  familiar  with  the  idea  that  every 
class  of  society  is  entitled  to  the  privi- 
lege of  free  education,  and  that  we  shall 
not  keep  the  humblest  class  in  the 
country  out  of  our  secondary  institutions. 
There  is  one  other  matter  to  which  I  wish 
to  refer,  and  that  is  that  Scotland  is,  in 
spite  of  the  slowness  of  the  Education 
Department,  gradually  getting  free  secon- 
dary education,  because  money  is  being 
granted  for  the  purpose  by  the  county 
committees,  many  of  them  representing 
populations  of  the  poorest  character.  The 
Elgin  and  other  County  Committees  give  a 
direct  subsidy  to  certain  schools  on  the  con- 
dition that  free  secondary  education  is 
given.  Over  and  over  again  we  find  county 
committees  out  of  the  slender  means  at 
their  disposal  endeavouring  to  secure  free 
places  all  over  Scotland  in  secondary 
institutions.  Now  that  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  is  near  salvation  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  county  committees  are 
doing  so  much  on  the  other,  I  hope  the 
time  is  coming  when  Scotch  Members, 
irrespective  of  party,  will  join  in  urging 
the  Grovernment  to  reorganise  secondary 
education  in  Scotland  on  a  generous 
scale  of  payment  in  the  interests 
of  the  whole  country.  My  last  point 
is,  Where  is  this  secondary  education 
to  be  got?  and  here  I  find  myself  in 
opposition  to  the  proposals  of  the 
Government.  On  the  27th  April,  1899, 
the  Scotch  Education  Department  issued 
a  Minute  which  stated  : 

"  The  remainder  of  tlie  luilance  avuilaUe 
under  thiR  section  ^hall  lie  applied  in  aid  of 
such  high-chi8s  Hecomlar>'  and  tecluiical  schools 
as  are  not  in  receipt  uf  grants  under  tlieSeot^^h 
Cotle." 

I  wondered  whether  it  could  really  be 
the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern 
ment  to  disfranchise  so  many  schools  and 
localities,  but  it  now  appeai-s  that  our  con- 
stniction  of  the  Minute  was  unhappily 
only  too  true.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  exphuiation  is  that 
there  is  so  little  mone}'  to  give, 
and  that  there  is  a  tendency  to 
diffuse  it  by  the  county  committees,  and 
that  in  many  ciwos  where  money  was 
given  the  commit teos  had  no  proper 
secondary  schools  at  all.  He  s;ud  further 
that  the  Minute  wa»  not  a  \  oto  of  censure 
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on    the   county   committees.     No,  it    is 
not    a    voto  of  censure    on    the  county 
comniittees,  hut  it  is  a  very  severe  vote 
of  censure  on  the  schrx>la  throughout  Scot- 
land of  the  most  excellent  kind,  pjirtieii- 
iarly    in    the    northern    euunties,  which 
have  secondary  depaitments  doing  moat 
jiidmirablo  work  for  education.     The  cen- 
sure  ia   not  on  the    county  committees, 
but  on  the  schools.      1  hope  this  Minute 
is  not  yet  beyond  the  sUge   of  further 
consideration.     It  ib  impossible  in  coun- 
ties such  as  Koss  and  Inverness,  where 
the    population      is    extremely      sparse, 
to    draw    a    circle    and    make     in    the 
centre    a     secondary    education    school. 
You  are  bound  to  take  circumstances  as 
vou  find  them.  Large  tracts  of  the  country 
have  a  very  slender  population^  and,  in- 
stead of  encouraging  secondary  schools  in 
large  centres  with  more  grants  of  public 
motiey,  it  would  be  a  wiser  distriliutiun  of 
money  to  give  greater  encouragement  to 
the  secondary  departments  of  sehw>ls  in 
the  poorer  anti  more  sparsely  populated 
di.'itricts.     I  hope  that  thi.s  extension  will 
not    continue,  and    that    Her    Majesty's 
Government  will  see  to  it  that  this  grant 
is  distributed,  as  in  times  past,  not  where  in- 
efficient education  is  given,  but  wherever 
efficient  education  is  administered.  There 
are  in  the  elementary  schools  of  Scotland 
6,000  children  above  the  age  of  15  who 
all    pay   fc^,  except   under  the   county 
committee    arrangement.      Why    should 
not  the  Government  have  the  coui'age —  i 
they    have  plenty  of  money — simply  to  i 
sweep    away    the    payment   of   fees    in  ' 
all  schools  whatever,   be  their   character  j 
primarvi     higher    grade,    secondary,    or 
technical  ?     EverybtMjy  in  Scotland  "seems 
to  be  agreed  upon  the  subject,  and   the 
Educational  Institute   of  Scotland    have 
taken  a  strong  line  on  the  matter.     They 
say  that  by  continuing  the  grant  to  the 
secondary  schools  an  injustice  would  be 
inflicted  on  the  higher  deptirtment  of  the 
primary  schools,  more  especially  in  dis- 
tricts where  second  a  r}*  education  is  only 
available  in  the  ordinary  public  schools. 
I  say  that  that  observation  is  justifiable, 
and  I  hope  that  the  result  of  this  discus- , 
sion  will  he  that  the    Government    will  I 
recede  from  its  absurd  position.     When 
one  looks  through  these  report.*;,  and  turns  ' 
to  the  financial  statement  furnished  with  ! 
them,  as  to  the  grants,  duplicated  and  re- 
duplicated as  they  are,  one  finds  that  in  i 
this  matter  of  Scotch  education  the  con- 
fusion is  almost  inextricable ;   and  I  do 
VOL.  LXXII.    [Fourth  Sekies,] 


not   wonder  that  the   local   authorities, 
looking    through    the     Minutes    of    the 
Department^  are  hampered  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  moneys  which  reach  them 
,  from    the    Treasury.      We    must    have 
;  legishition      to      endeavour     to     bring 
order     out     of     this     confusion,    under 
I  which      is     concealed     the     great     loss 
which  the  nation  is  annually  sustaining 
even    in    the     matter    of    pure    finance. 
VV^hen  that  day  dawns  I   hope  it   will  not 
be  forgotten  that  Scotlantl   has    not  been 
I  treated   very   handsomely  in   the  grants 
— equivalent   or   corresponding,    if    you 
like     to    caU     it    so— in     past     years. 
I    hope,    further,    that    in    any    settle- 
ment of  Scotch  education   following  on 
this    Code     the     Government    wilt,     if 
'  possible,    keep   in    its   secondaiy  depart- 
;  ments  the  rate  of  advance  which  Scotland 
has  had  over  England  in  primary  eiluca- 
tion.     The  contrast  between  the  English 
and  the  Scottish  system  is  most  striking. 
In  a  poor  country  like  Scotland  our  school 
teachers  are  a  far  t^etter  jKud  class  than 
they  are  in  England.     They   receive   at 
.  least  £20  f)er  annum  more  jxt  hea<J  than 
in  the  richer  country  of  England.  Scotland, 
poor  as  it  ia,  and  sparsely  populated,  is 
I  wilJing  to  jmy,  all  over  its  land  valuation,  no 
I  leas  than  9Jd,  in  the  pound  for  its  schools. 
I  1  wish  the  same  could  l>e  said  of  England. 
Again,   in   Scotland   we   have    been   ex- 
tremely    loyal     to     the     representative 
system,     I  would  put  the  contrast  thus. 
For   every    five   Voluniary    seholara    in 
England  there  are  four  Bt>ard  scholars. 
How  do  the  figures  stand  in  regard  to 
Scotland  1      For    every    five     Voluntary 
scholars  in  Scotland  there  are  thirty-three 
Board  scholars.    Scotland  has  been  proud 
and  willing  to  tax  itself  in  order  to  sub- 
mit to  the  representative  system.    I  think 
it   is  very   hard   indeed  that    when  the 
equivalents  were  being  granted  we  got  such 
a  small  allowance,  because  we  had  so  few 
VoIuiUary   schools.      It    was    a    punish- 
ment for   our  own  independence  and  our 
loyalty,     W^e  should  watch  the  Depart- 
ment   very   closely,    and  1  repeat  that, 
irrespective  of  party,  when  this  matter  of 
education    has   been   recast,  we    should 
demand  that  the  whole  of  the  children  of 
Scotland,  however  humble  they  may  be, 
must   be  emphatically  the  inheritors  of 
that  free  education   which    has  been  so 
successful  in  the  past 

*Mh.   RENSHAW  (Renfrew,  W,) ;    I 
have  listened  with  interest  to  the  state- 
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meet  which  has  been  made  by  the  Lord 
Advocate,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
the  portion  with  which  I  was  specially 
concerned — namely,  the  defence  he  niaile 
of  the  Minute  of  27th  April,  1899— seemed  j 
to  rae  perhaps  the  moat  unsatisfactory  j 
pirt  of  his  speech.  The  fact  of  the 
msitter  is  that  the  poeition  of  secondary 
education,  and  the  work  that  has  been 
carried  on  in  connection  with  it  in  Scot- 
land at  the  present  time,  is  invulveil  in  ho 
many  intricacies  and  so  much  tlifficulty  i 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  follow  it»  ' 
and  to  understand  what  the  actual  posi-  j 
tion  is.  If  the  House  wT>ulci  hear  with 
me  for  a  minute  or  two,  I  would  ask  it  to 
remember  what  that  position  is.  You 
have  in  Scotland  various  secondary  ' 
schools,  under  the  management  of  School 
Boards.  They  arc  called  higher  class 
schools*  Fees  are  regularly  charged 
in  them,  and  they  are  not 
grant  -  earning  under  the  Code,  but 
they  do  receive  grants  from  the 
Science  and  Art  Department,  which  are 
now  administer©!,  fortunately,  by  the 
Scotch  E<lucation  Dejiartment,  Then  we 
have  throughout  Scotland  a  large  number 
of  higher  depirtments  in  the  elementary 
schools,  which  are  doing  a  great  deal  of 
good  work,  and  which  earn  grants  under 
the  Co<le,  grants  which  were  somewhat 
linuled  under  the  provisions  of  the  old 
Code,  but  which  are  being  largely  extended 
by  the  provisions  of  the  new  Code. 
Various  sums  of  money  are  available  for 
t  he  assistance  of  secondary  and  technical 
educatio!!.  There  is  the  money  which 
came  to  the  coimties  and  burghs  of  Scot- 
land  under  the  residue  grant  of  1890. 
That  money  is  distributed  throughout 
Scotland  U>  the  various  counties,  liurghs, 
and  locid  authorities.  On  the  whole  the 
counties  have  applied,  I  think  I  may  say, 
the  whole  of  that  money  to  technical 
ettucation,  and  the  burghs  have  expended 
some  of  it,  but  not  nearly  so  much  as 
the  coimties,  on  technical  efiucation.  An 
iwiditional  grant  canie  to  the  same  spend- 
ing authorities  out  of  the  Local  Taxation 
Account  (Scotland)  Grant,  under  the  Act 
of  189tJ,  A  Blue  Book  has  been  published 
recently  dealing  with  the  method  em- 
|)loyed  ill  expending  the  two  grants 
by  the  various  local  authorities,  and 
it  forms  a  very  interesting  record 
of  the  work  accomplished  so  far. 
Looking  upon  it  from  the  point  (*f  view 
as  a  county  Member,  I  consulcr  that 
the  County  Committees  have  done  their 
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work  satisfactorily  and  well ;  and 
only  wish  I  could  say  the  same  in  regard' 
to  the  exT>enditurc  in  the  burghs.  Let 
me  point  out  that  one  of  the  great  diffi 
culties  in  regard  to  the  expenditure  of' 
these  grants  in  counties,  by  the  County 
Committees,  is  that  the  very  parts  of  t* 
county  where  the  money  couJd  best  lie 
spent — that  is,  within  the  burghs — are  the 
very  parts  where  no  money  what-evcr  is 
given  by  the  locid  authority  for  the  pro- 
motion of  technical  education.  Let  me 
give  the  Committee  an  instance  which 
will  show  the  great  difficulties  that 
exist  at  the  present  moment,  and  how 
important  is  the  suggestion  that  has 
lieen  made  by  the  non.  Memlier  for 
the  BoiTler  Burghs  in  regard  to  legislation 
to  gi\'e  effect  to  the  secondary  edneatioTi 
grants  to  which  he  has  refer re4:l,  and  alao 
to  some  of  the  other  money  which  comes 
to  us.  In  my  own  county  the  whole  ci 
the  money  under  the  grant  of  1890  ig 
flevoted  to  tecbiiieal  edtication  :  but  in 
the  large  Imrgh  of  Paisley  only  X228  oui 
of  a  gi'ant  of  £56*1,  and  in  Port  Glasgow 
£1^0  out  of  .£105,  are  devoted  to  tcchnicJ 
eclucaticm,  whilst  in  Greenock  and  fiv^ 
other  burghs  no  part  of  the  grant  10 
given  foi"  technical  e<lucation.  I  refer 
to  that  fact,  for  I  want  to  bring  home  lr> 
the  Lord  Advix'ate  the  fact  that  as  h 
as  those  moneys  which  it  was  ho]^ 
and  intended  should  Vie  devote<l  to  thi» 
development  of  technical  and  secondary 
education  are  dispersed  through  so  many 
spending  authorities  it  will  lie  impossible 
to  improve  the  administration  of  them. 
That   brings  me  to   the  ciuesticm  of  the 

!  amount  available  under  the  Special  Grant 
for  secondary  education.     There  is  a  sum 

i  of  X60,000  under  the  Act  of  1892  which 
is   distributed    throughout    the    various 

I  counties  and  six  bui'ghs  of  Scotland, 
on  the  basis  of  i>opulation,  under  the 
Minute  of  June  10th,  1897.  The  county 
committees  which  distribute  their  quota- 

I  of    the    Grant    are    constituted   by   ihd 

I  County    C^ouncil     appointing    a    certain 

'  mimber  of  memlwrs,  and  by  the  Chair- 
men of  the  School  Boanls  in  each  county 
appointing  so  many  additional  members. 
Her  Majesty's  Inspt»ctor  of  Schools  far 
the  district  is  also  added  to  the  eom< 
mittee.    The  committees  ait  and  consider 

I  the  whole  question  of  secondary  edtication 
within    their    district.       They    fnime 

I  scheme  which  they  have  to  submit  to  the 
Department.     The  Department  sends  the 

;  scheme  U)  the  various  School  Boards  and 
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the  managGra  of  secondary  schools  in  the 
coumv,  and  inWt^s  cnlijism  upon  the 
scheme  under  which  the  money  which  is  to 
come  from  the  special  Grant  fur  secondary 
e<lucation  is  to  be  expended  in  the  county. 
The  Depcirtment,  having  received  these 
criticisms,  again  place  I  hems  elves  in  com- 
munieation  with  the  county  committees, 
who  have  to  reconsider  their  schemes, 
if  necessary.  After  having  made 
their  explatiations  and  received  the 
sanction  of  the  Department  to  their 
schemes,  they  then  proceed  to  give  effect 
to  them.  The  Minute  of  1897  contained 
a  very  vahiable  suggestion,  namely,  that 
they  should  endeavour,  wherever  possible, 
to  invite  the  co-operation  of  the  authorities 
which  had  the  spending  of  the  money  under 
the  residue  grant  of  1890.  To  a  certain 
extent,  I  be h eve,  the  county  committees 
had  the  funds  under  this  grant  placed  at 
their  dispoc^al ;  but  as  long  as  we  have  so 
many  spending  authorities  it  is  impossible 
to  get  a  general  agreement.  This  diffi- 
culty exists,  and  will  continue  to  exist 
until  we  have  legislation  on  the  subject. 
I  understand  from  the  remarks  of  the 
Lord  Advocate  to-night,  and  from  the 
criticism  which  has  been  directed  from 
time  to  time  on  the  work  of  the  eotmty 
committees,  that  these  have  not  ln-'cn  so 
successful  as  they  might  have  been  in 
promoting  secondary  education  in  various 
parts  of  the  country.  I  think  he  said 
that  one  result  of  the  administration  had 
been  to  leave  the  higher  class  schools  out 
in  the  cold,  I  should  just  like,  on  that 
point,  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  an  interesting  synopsis  at  the 
end  of  the  Education  Report  this  year,  as 
to  the  work  carried  on  by  these  eounty 
committees.  It  is  there  stated  that 
direct  subsidies  to  the  extent  of  £21,000 
were  paid  out  of  the  grants  received  for 
secondary  education  tri  higher  class 
schools,  and  that  £19,000  was  paid  in 
ilirect  subsidies  t<*  higher  departments 
of  elementary  schools.  From  that  I  do  not 
think  it  can  l^e  said,  in  regard  to  the 
work  done  l.»y  the  county  committees, 
that  they  have  left  the  higher  class 
Mchools  out  in  the  cold.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  went  on  to  say  that  the 
county  committees  seemed  to  make  up 
their  minds  that  the  money  was  to  be 
s])ent  within  their  own  lioundaries,  and 
that  thoy  were  thus  force<l  to  give  it,  in 
some  cases,  to  the  higher  departments  of 
primary  schools.  No  doulit  that  is  the 
case.     There   are   counties    in    Sctitland 
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where  no  secondary  schools  exist,  and  it 
cannot  be  a  matterof  blame  that  the  county 
committees  should  spend  the  money  in 
that  way.  But  no  one  could  follow  the 
liepi>rts  that  have  been  made  in  reganl  to 
secondary  and  technical  e^hication  w^ithout 
being  satisfied  that  e\Gvy  year  there  has 
been  more  concentration  going  on.  I 
think  it  is  only  right  to  point  out  that  the 
greatest  compliment  that  has  heen  paid 
to  the  work  carried  on  hy  the  county 
committees  has  been  the  production  of 
the  new  Code  this  year.  It  actually 
recognised  the  very  smallest  class  of 
schcK)ls  to  which  Grants  had  lieen  given 
out  of  these  two  funds  l»y  the  county 
committees  as  being  worth\^  now  of 
receiving  special  grants  uiuler  the 
Crjde.  Under  Section  21  of  the  Cixle 
this  year  there  is  a  grant  of  509.  per 
head  for  the  pupils  taught  in  classes  of 
not  more  than  40.  That  is  a  recogni- 
tion  that  these  schrK>ls  are  doing  goml 
work  beyond  elementary  education. 
Then,  under  Chapter  9,  a  provision  is 
made  for  a  special  grant  in  the  higher 
grade  schools  un  the  commercial  side,  of 
£2  10a.  for  the  first  year,  of  £3  10s.  for 
the  second  year,  and  £4  IDs.  for  the  third 
year,  to  pupils  who  have  taken  the  merit 
certificate.  I  have  nothing  but  praise  to 
express  in  regard  to  the  provisions  in 
that  resf)eet,  and  I  tlaim  that  tlie  Code 
is  a  recognition  of  the  good  work  earned 
on  l»v  the  county  committees.  The 
county  committees  have  beezi  accused  of 
dispersing  their  money  too  much  abrojid, 
giving  too  much  to  small  schools,  and 
leaving  the  higher  class  schools  out  in  the 
cold.  My  own  experience  of  one  of  these 
county  conimittees  is  that  they  have 
(hjne  nothing  of  the  kind.  We  are 
really  and  truly  aiming,  not  only  at 
gi^^ing  a  secondary  education  in  all  parts 
i^f  the  country,  but  also  in  suppoiting  the 
system  of  secondary  schools.  But  theie 
is  a  real  ditficulty  in  regard  to  the  ad- 
ministration  of  these  Grants  in  con  Tie  c- 
tion  with  the  higher  chias  schools.  The 
higher  class  schools  charge  fees  in 
their  elementary  department  and  in 
the  higher  department.  One  of  the 
great  difficulties  which  the  County  Com- 
mittees T^-ill  have  to  face  is,  how  they 
are  fairly  to  put  fee-paying  scholars 
alongside  a  large  rmmber  of  free 
scholars  connng  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,  and  perhaps  belonging  to  a 
humbler  class  than  those  they  are 
in  the  habit  of  associiting  with  in  these 
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schools.  Then  comes  the  Minute  of 
April  27th,  1899.  The  County  Com- 
mittees are,  under  that  Minute, 
placed  in  a  totally  different  position 
from  that  which  they  occupied  pre- 
viously. They  will  have  still  to  admini- 
ster the  grant  under  the  Minute  of  June 
10th,  J 897  ;  but  they  will  be  placed 
in  a  different  relation  to  the  Department 
in  regard  to  the  secondary  schools,  and 
the  higher  department  of  the  elemen- 
tary schools  by  the  provisions  of  the 
Minute  of  April  27th,  1899.  In  regard 
to  the  £60,000  grant  the  Committee 
frame  a  scheme,  and  the  Department 
sends  it  down  to  the  school  managers  and 
the  School  Boards,  and  after  receiving 
the  sanction  of  the  Department  the  Com- 
mittee give  effect  to  the  scheme.  Under 
the  Minute  of  April  27th  the  same  work, 
in  fact,  is  to  bo  accomplished,  but  in  a 
diflerent  way.  A  sum  of  £31,000  would 
be  available  for  the  whole  of  Scotland. 
The  managers  of  the  secondary 
schools  are  to  have  the  right  to 
make  a  statement  of  the  various  items 
connected  with  school  expenditure,  and 
to  send  that  statement,  through  the 
county  committees,  up  to  the  Education 
Department.  When  that  has  l)een 
done,  the  Education  Department  is 
to  consider  the  scheme,  and  to  sanc- 
tion it,  or  some  modification  of  it, 
or  possibly  not  to  agree  to  it  at 
all.  What  will  be  the  position 
of  the  unfortunate  county  commit- 
tees? They  will  be  called  upon 
to  criticise  the  scheme  of  the  managers 
of  the  Secondary  Schools,  and  if  they 
say  that  the  scheme  of  the  managers 
asks  too  much  for  the  Secondary  Schools, 
it  will  Ix;  said  that  they  are  disloyal  to 
their  localities.  I  do  not  at  all  envy  the 
duty  of  the  county  committees  in 
criticising  these  schemes,  and  I  think  the 
confusion  will  bo  worse  confounded  bv 
the  different  manner  in  which  they  will 
work  under  the  new  Minute.  I  do  hope, 
notwithstanding  what  the  Lord  Advocate 
has  stilted,  that  there  will  be  some 
reconsideration  of  this  matter,  and  that 
it  will  be  found  possible  to  deal  with 
the  £60,000  grant  and  the  £31,000 
grant  together.  Whatever  the  plan 
should  be,  the  £91,000  should  be  treated 
as  one  sum.  Under  the  scheme  of  1897 
a  provision  was  mjide  that  £200  per 
annum  was  to  be  paid  to  every  Secondary 
School.  Under  a  new  scheme  which 
would  thoroughly  protect  higher  class 
Mr,  Rciishaw. 


\  schools,   instead  of  a  provisioii  of  £200 

i  per  annum,  in  larger  centres   JC500  or 

,  £600    might  be    fixed    upon,    I    think 

the     time      has     come    when    without 

further  experiment  more    conoentFatioD 

'  should    take    place.     Until   the   County 

'  and  the  Burghs  Authorities    are   united 

'  in  an  endeavour  to  establish  in  Scotlaixl 

I  a  thoroughly  sound  and  effective  system 

of  secondary   education — legislation    will 

be    necessary    for    that — it  will  be  im- 

:  possible  for  us  to  feel  that  we  are  not 

wasting  some  of  the  money  that  has  been 

,  and  ought  to  be  devoted  to  the  purposes 

of  secondary  and  technical  education. 

!      Mr.     HALDANE    (Haddington):    I 
have  listened  to  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
,  Member   who  has  just  sat   down  with 
I  intense     interest.       He    addresses    the 
I  House      on     this     topic      with      great 
'  authority,  because  his  knowledge  is  not 
only  theoretical,  but  derived  from  a  large 
experience  in    practical    administration. 
'  It  is  significant  that  the  work  of  county 
I  committees  has  been  done   best   in  the 
'  region  which  the  hon.  Gentlemen  repre- 
sents.      Not    only     Kenfrewshireii     out 
Lanarkshire   stands  out  in   a   \evy  ad- 
mirable fashion  for  the  manner  in  which 
'  the  county  committees  have  been  able  to 
distribute  the  grants  entrusted  to  them. 
;  It  is  ominous  to  the  Government  when 
'  the  hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down 
;  and  the  hon.  and  learned  member  for  the 
I  Border  Burghs  have  agreed  in  expressing 
i  dissatisfaction    with    the     scheme     the 
I  Government     have     embodied     in     the 
i  Minute  of  last  April.     To  this  extent  I 
feel  sympathy  with  the  Government ;  that 
i  I  think  tlie  work  which  was  done  by  the 
committees  to  whom  the  money  has  been 
entrusted  has  not  been,  in  all  respects,  of 
a  nature  so  satisfactory  as  to  encourage 
the  Government  in  the  hope   that   the 
i  best  results  attainable    in   the   disposal 
.  of  the  money  have    been    secured.      I 
\  agree  with  the  Lord  Advocate  when  he 
,  says    that     something     was     necessary 
I  to    be    done    to   give    some    guarantee 
I  that  higher  education  will   be  obtained, 
1  but  where  I  find  myself  not  wholly  at  one 
,  with  the  Government,  and  much  more  in 
I  sympathy  with  their  critics  this  afternoon, 
I  is  as  regards  the  machinery  which  the? 
I  have  devised  to  give  effect  to  their  Mi- 
nutes.    I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the 
,  failure  of  the  local  committees  in  Soot- 
land  to  carry  out  the  purposes  which  the 
I  friends  of  education  seek  to  attain  in  re- 
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gard  to  higher  ami    technical  education 
arises  from  the  fact  that  these  committees 
are  far  too  numerous,  that  in  some  cases  ' 
too  little  money  is  at  their  disposal,  and 
that    there    has   often  he  en  a   frittering  | 
away  of  national  resonrces.      Nothing  is 
more  striking  in   this  respect   than   the 
contrast   between   Scotland   and    Wales, 
My  noble  friend  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
laml,  in  a  recent  speech  at  Paisley,  I  think,  | 
said   that  Scotland  had  nothing  to  learn  i 
from  Wales  in  the  matter  of  higher  edn-  ' 
cation.     I  ventnre  to  say  that  Scotland 
has  everything  to  learn.     In  Wales  they  i 
have  a  system  under  which  the  money  , 
at    the  disposal  of  the  local  committees 
has   been  properly  expended  for  higher 
edncational   purposes,    but    in    Scotland 
small   fnmls   are   handed    over   to   town 
councils  and  local  bodies  to  he  frittered  | 
away      for      the     reduction     of      rates ; 
and  for  no  URcfnl  purpose  whatever.    Yon 
have     in     Wale^     a     number     of    local 
committees  which  is  not  out  of  proportion 
to   the  sum  you  have   to   expend  ;    and 
you     have   a    central  hody,    cnnstituted  j 
out  of  the  representatives  nf  these  com- ; 
mittoes  and  other  representative  Boards,  ' 
to  assist  them,  which  really  represents  the 
educational  mind  of  Wales  in  regard  to 
the  educational  necessities  of  the  country,  ' 
I  have  V»een  convincwi  for  some  time  that 
you    never    will  have  a  hetter   state  of 
things  in  Scotland  until  you  arouse  public 
attention  to  the  matter.     And  I  do  not 
think   that    you   will   bring  about   that 
better  sUte  of  affairs  until  you  have  estalv 
lished  in   Scotland,  not   only    a    central 
educational  authority,  such  as  there  is  in 
Wales,  which  vrWl  represent  the  popular 
mind  on  the  subject,  but  until   you  have 
also  brought  alnjut  such  a  reform  of  the 
system    of     local    committees    as    shall 
diminish  their  number,  and  leave  them  in 
possession   of  adequate  funds.      A   con- 
siderable   change    is    also    necessary   in 
regard   to    the   whole   s}'Stem   of    inter- 
mediate education  and  the  administration 
of  the  funds  de\'oted  to  technical  and  the 
higher  education.     Another   necessity  is 
that  we  should  bring   our   intermediate 
education  into  some  living  relation  to  the 
Universities.     1  think  on  matters  of  tech- 
nical and  scientific  education  in  our  Scottish 
Universities  we  are  far  liehind  the  Univer- 
sities of  England  and  Wales.      We    are 
wholly  deticicnt  in  technical  science,  and 
there  is  no  element  in  the  Scottish  univer- 
sity system  which  brings  itself  into  con- 
tact with   the   schools,    or   which    would 
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give  the  schools  the  position  of  a  stepping- 


stone  to  something  higher.     We   are   a 
nation  of  Philistines  as  far  as  technical 
edncatiori  is  concerned.     Compare  it  with 
what  exists  south  of  the  Tweed.     If  you 
turn   to  the  Welsh  University,  wuth  its 
three  coHcges,  or  to  the   Victoria  Univer- 
sity, with  its  colfeges  at  Liveqioul»  Man- 
chester, and  Preston,  you  find  estabh'shed 
aaytem  of  technical  and  scientific  training 
wliich  is  in  living  contact  with   the  indus- 
trial enterprises  of  the  p.?ople,  and  which 
enables  the  pupils  to  obtain  that  scientific 
and  practical  education  which  fits  them 
for  appointments  in  the  industrial  world. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  teaching  iti  Scot- 
land  uf  one  single   branch    of  science — 
cliemistry.      In  the  Universitj^  of  Edin- 
burgh, which  I   know  bt?st,  you  have  a 
largt3  tumib.*ruf  stULlents  in  the  chemistry 
class,  lint  only  a  single  professor,  and  the 
t«3aching  has  no  living  relation  with  the 
practical  work  of  to-day  in  the  industrial 
world.    Contrast  that  with  tlie  University 
of  Zurich  in  Switzerland,  where  there  are 
seven  professors  of  chemistry  to  the  same 
inmibcr    of    students    as    in  Edin burgh, 
and   where  the  teaching  is  brought  into 
practical  accord  with  the  irulustiial  neces- 
sities of  the  country.    I  think  that  the  next 
step  that  the  Government  ought  to  tiike 
shouhl  be  in  the  direction  of  the  improve- 
ment of  sctctitific  and  technical  education 
in    connection    with     the     intermediate 
schools.     Already  in  Glasgow  the  mind 
of   the   University    authorities   is    being 
I  awakened   as    to   what   steps   shoukl  be 
taken  in  this  direction.     Until  wo  have, 
as  in  Wales,  a  link  between  the  elemen- 
tary  sch<x>ls  and  the  secondary  schools, 
and  between   these   higher  class  schools 
!  and  universities,  we  will  not  have  in  Scot- 
[  land  a  system  which  can,  in  any  sense,  be 
described  as  satisfactory.     I  am  quite  pre- 
[  pared  to  bear  testimony  to  the  arlmirablo 
energv  and  ability  which  hasl)een  thrown 
into  the  reform  of  the  Scotch   system  of 
late  years ;  but  how  is  it  possible  with 
our  system,  administered  as  it  is,  to  obtain 
!  thorough  efficiency  1   We  have  one  official 
'  here  in  London,  Sir  Henry  Craik,  and  in 
I  Scot.land  we  have  a  number  of  educational 
bodies  without  any  centre  of  interest,  as 
1  in  Wales,  on  w^hich  the  public  attention 
I  might  become  focussed  ;  and  the  result  ia 
that*  under  the  guise  of  a  democratic  in- 
'  stitution,  unrler  the  semlilance  of  handing 
!  over    the    educational    interests   of   the 
,  country  to  lr»cal  authorities,  we  have  got 
the  most  complete  system  of  centralisa- 
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tioii  that  can  be  seen  in  this  country.  Our  '  This  rate  was  levied  as  to  4 Jd.  on  owners 
system,  centred  in  DoverHousc,  in  London,  and  4jd.  on  occupiers,  in  accordance  with, 
is  conducted  with  great  ability,  no  doubt,  i  I  understand,  a  legal  decision  given  by 
but  without  that  living  contact  with  the  |  the  Court  of  Session  as  to  poor  rate  only, 
peopleandthatknowledgeof  the  necessities  I  school  rate  being  by  Lord  Rutberfurd 
of  the  case  which  can  only  be  gained  if  i  Clark  specifically  excepted,  to  tho  effect 
you  have  the  head  of  the  Department  ,  that  it  was  not  the  rat«  which  should  be 
living  among  the  people  and  on  the  spot.  '  divided  ccjually  between  owners  and 
I,  for  one,  despair  of  the  system  of  Scotch  |  occupiers,  but  the  product  of  the  rate  : 
education  being  brought  into  a  more '  and  as  occupiers  are  notoriously  leas 
efficient  condition  until  we  have  more  of  '  likely  to  pay  regularly  than  owners,  it 
the  work  of  central  administration  done  in  i  naturally  requires  a  larger  rate  upon 
Scotland  than  we  have  at  the  present  time,  i  them  than  upon  the  others  to  produce 
I  feel  that  the  local  committees  have,  in  ,  equal  amounts  from  both  classes.  I  hold, 
a  large  measure,  failed,  though  some  have  however,  that  tho  division  between 
managed  their  business  with  conspicuous  '  owners  and  occupiers  has  nothing  what- 
success.  It  would  have  been  better  if  the  1  ever  to  do  with  the  Act  of  1897,'  which 
Government  had  not  proceeded  on  lines  '  clearly  specified  the  School  Bo<ard  rate 
of  centralisation,  ]>ut  had  reformed  the  without  any  reservation  as  to  how  this 
local  committees,  and  given  them  a  better  I  was  divided  ;  in  fact,  were  they  to  go 
system  of  working.  Until  they  have  '  into  the  division  of  the  rate  I  do  not  see 
done  that  there  will  be  none  of  that  1  for  what  reason  they  fixed  the  minimum 
growth  of  public  interest  in  education  in  I  of  3d.  per  £,  without  at  the  siime  time 
Scotland  which  is  so  urgently  required,  .  going  into  elaborate  explanations  of 
and  without  which  you  will  make  no  \  how  the  3d.  in  the  £  was  to  bo  derived 
marked  progress  in  the  reform  of  your  ,  from  the  two  classes  of  ratepayers.  How- 
educational  system.  i  ever,  it  ultimately  came  to  this,  that  the 

Scotch    Education    Department    fixed  a 

*CoLONEL  DENNY  (Kilmarnock  ,  hypothetical  rate  of  their  own,  for  which 
Burghs) :  The  question  which  I  desire  to  no  reason,  to  my  mind,  has  ever  been 
brirg  before  the  Committee  is  one  of '  adduced.  Taking  the  owners'  rate  as 
those  usual  struggles  between  Depart-  the  more  stable,  they  multiplied  that 
ments  employed  to  distribute  moneys  \  (-i^d.)  by  two,  producing,  as  I  say,  a 
voted  by  this  House  and  the  beneficiaries,  hypothetical  rate  of  8id.,  as  against  the 
who  o]>ject  to  the  method  of  distribution.  9d.  which  was  levied  ;  and  as  they  do  not 
Lender  tho  Education  (Scotland)  Act,  '  take  into  consideration  anything  less  than 
1897,  certain  funds  were  placed  at  the  Id.  they  take  off  the  Jd.,  and  pay  my 
disposid  of  the  Scotch  Educational  Depart- ,  unfortunate  School  BoarSin  Port  (Glasgow 
ment,  as  a  complement  of  the  amounts  ,  on  the  rate  of  8d.  instead  of  9d. — that  is 
granted  for  the  payment  of  a  certain  sum  ,  to  sfiy,  instead  of  giving  them  24d.  per 
per  head  to  the  poor  School  Boards  and  \  child,  to  which  I  hold  they  were  clearly 
Voluntary  schools  in  England.  The  Bill  i  entitled  under  the  Act,  they  have  only 
is  a  very  simple  one,  and  merely  states  given  them  20d.,  or  a  loss  of  -Id.  per 
that  where  the  Board  is  a  poor  School  '  child ;  and  as  there  are  1,036  children  in 
Boaixl — that  is  to  say.  where  the  yield  of  average  attendance,  that  means  a  loss  to 
a  3d.  rate  is  not  7s.  Gd.  per  child — that  them  of  £26  14s.  per  annum,  which  is 
Board  shall  forthwith  be  entitled  to  the  sufficiently  serious  even  if  it  were  justi- 
privileges  accorded  to  p(X)r  School  Boards  fied.  The  School  Board  at  once  pro- 
and  shall  receive  4d.  per  child  for  every  tested,  and  a  long  correspondence  ensued 
complete  penny  by  which  the  school  rate  with  the  Scotch  Education  Department 
per  £  exceeds  3d.  Kead  as  the  House  of  I  was  received — as  is  cusUmiary  and  usual 
Commons  undoubtedly,  to  my  mind,  ex-  '  in  all  Government  Departments — most 
pected  this  to  be  read,  there  is  ^  courteously  by  the  officials,  and  Sir  Henry 
nothing  more  simple,  and  the  SchooL  Craik  explained  tome  that  the  advice  of 
Ik)anl  of  Port  Ghisgow  in  my  con-  their  legal  deiMirtmcnt  was  that  under  no 
stituency  made  its  demand  in  the  circumstances  could  the  rate  levied  by  the 
month  of  September,  1898,  for  the  grant  i  Parish  Council  overhead  l)e  taken,  but 
for  that  year,  amounting  to  £109  Is.  4d.  ,'  that  they  must  take  twice  the  owners* 
This  was  based  on  the  school  rate  as  '  rate.  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  find 
levied  by  the  Parish  Council  of  9d.  per  £.  |  out,  or  to  gather  from  the  arguments 

Mr,  HaUlane, 
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advancod,  why  this  is  so,  and  although  I  | 
havij  applied  at  the  Scnt^h  Office  to  have 
the  opinion,  which  I  think  the  House  is 
clearly  untitled  to,  of  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crovvn^  viz.,  the  Lonl  Advocate  and 
tho  Solicitor-Uencral  for  Scotland,  this  haa 
not  been  tfranted,  on  tho  principle  that 
the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  never  give 
an  opinion  on  law  under  any  circum- 
stances whatever  :  or  if  they  do,  they  are 
tiovcr  eommunicated  to  the  public.  Now, 
Sir,  what  I  hold  is  this,  that  the  Depart- ' 
raent  are  takiTig  a  highly  erroneous  view 
of  the  Art  ;  that  they  are  rea<iing  into 
it  what  the  House  of  Coramons  never 
gavo  them  any  authority  to  read  ; 
and  that  they  are  s^iviiig  a  very  small 
amount  of  money  at  the  coat  of  a  very 
great  de^il  of  friction.  To  my  mind,  it 
appears  that  common-sense  should  entc^r 
into  this  thing  more  than  law,  in  fact  this 
is  a  case  where  eummon-scnso  is  law  ;  and 
if  the  school  rate,  which  we  always  re- 
fer^e^l  to  in  thi«  House  when  discussing 
the  Act  in  (piestion  as  the  real  rate,  let 
me  call  it,  taken  overheml  on  owners  and 
occupier's,  is  to  be  tho  basis,  then  the 
hypothetical  rat^:;,  which  has  no  existence 
anywhere  and  no  authority  for  use,  should 
be  discanltHl  The  Act  distinctly  says  it 
is  to  Ije  ui>on  the  rateable  vahie.  Now  in 
this  ciise,  if  we  *Uvido  the  toUil  amount 
levied  both  on  the  owners  and  wciipiers 
by  the  avemge  value  of  owners  and  occu- 
piers, we  get  a  little  over  9d.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  we  take  the  produce  oi  the 
rate  levied  and  divide  it  alisolutely  by  the 
owners'  rateable  value,  it  comes  so  little 
under  9d.  as  to  be  negligible — that  is  to 
aay,  something  like  8*98d.,  which  shows 
that  the  Parish  Council  were  quite  correct 
in  expressly  fixing  the  rate  at  9d, 
Then  the  Statute  expressly  imposes  the 
duty  of  fixing  the  rate  on  the  Parish 
Council  ;  and  by  what  authority,  I  would 
ask,  does  the  Pxlucjition  Deptirtment 
assume  the  duty  of  altering  the  decision 
— legallv  and  mathcraaticallv  conect— of 


the  Parish  Council  I     Now%  Sir,  what    I  j 
claim  this  House  is  entitled  to— and  I  do  i 
not  think  the  Lord  Advocate  will  deny  it 
— ^ig  a  clear  legal  decision  from  hira  on  the  i 
rights  and  wrongs  of  this  cpiestion.     Wo  | 
are  not  ac<iuainted    with,   and  we   have 
DOthing  to  do    with,    any  private  legal 
advice  given  by  any  gentleman,  however 
H    eminent,  to  the  Scotch  Mucation  Depart- 
I    ment,    w^hen    that     gentleman    is     not 
H   responsible  to  this  House,     Personally  I 
H  may  know  who  it  is  that  gives  this  legal 


arlvice  ;  officially  I  have  no  cognisance  of 
tho  geriLlemati  whatever.  The  only  man 
I  recogrjise  in  the  matter  is  the  Lonl 
AdvcK-ate,  and  what  I  wish  him  to  tell 
me  and  this  Committee  is  this — under 
what  construction  of  the  Education  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1897,  is  anything  elne 
taken  as  a  basis  than  the  real  schcwl 
rate  in  this  instance  of  9d.  1  If 
any  other  rate  is  to  l>e  taken,  on 
what  authority  is  tho  owners*  rate  multi- 
pi  ietl  by  two  selected  as  a  basis  ;  and,  if 
another  than  the  reaJ  rate  is  to  be  taken, 
why  should  twice  the  owners'  rate  be 
taken  in  preference  to  tho  average  rate 
per  £  arrived  at  by  dividing  the  product 
of  the  rate  by  the  average  rateable  value 
on  owners  and  occupiers ;  or,  if  this 
pleases  the  Iviucation  Department  better, 
by  taking  the  actual  product  of  the  rate 
and  dividing  it  by  tho  rateabfe  value 
aftected  to  the  owners  alone  1  Sir, 
this  Act  was  passed  for  the  p»:rpose 
of  assisting  poor  Kch*x*l  Boards,  but  it 
appt*ars  to  be  absolutely  im[)ossibIe  for 
any  Oepitrtment  to  go  in  fur  assisting 
poor  people  without  showing  what»  I 
hope  I  may  say  without  offence,  is  a 
certain  official  meanness,  Novvr,  let  me 
acknowlerlge  that  there  is  nothing  1 
admire  more  in  the  conduct  of  all  our 
various  Depirtments  than  the  hoFiest  and 
economical  way  in  which  the  majority* 
possibly  the  whole,  of  them  are  con- 
ducte*l ;  liut  there  is  a  great  difierenee 
between  honesty  and  economy  and  abso- 
lute meanness,  and  I  hold  in  this  instance 
it  is  the  latter  feeling  which  h;is  pre- 
dominated in  the  decision  of  this  ques- 
tion. Tho  poor  School  Boards  are 
deprived  of  a  large  profKjrtion  of  the 
grant  the  House  of  Commons  intended 
to  give  them,  and  to  this  extent  the 
lienevolent  intentions  of  the  Act  are 
defeated, 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Alierdeen,  so  :  The  Lord 
Advocate  has  given  us  a  very  clear  an<l 
instructive  statement  with  regard  to  the 
motives  which  guided  the  Department 
in  the  foundation  of  the  new  Cotle.  I 
should  like  to  say  that  I  think  the 
genend  feeling  of  hon.  Members  on  this 
side  of  the  Hou3C%  so  far  as  I  can  gather 
it,  hiv^  been  on  the  whole  to  approve 
of  the  changes  which  the  present  Code 
shows,  and  in  particular  of  that  very  im- 
portjint  change  which  consists  in  substitut- 
ing a  general  report  on  the  condition  iA  the 
school  for  the  individual  examination  of 
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the  pupils  as  the   basis  of  payment  for 
grants.      As  the  Lord  Advocate  has  said, 
the  tendency  ever  since  the  great  reaction 
in  educational  pf>licy  l>egan  has  been  in 
the    direction   of  doing  away   with  the 
exaggerated  length  to  which  the  system 
of  payment   by  results,    based   on    indi- 
vidual examination  of  the  scholars,  went, 
and  has  lx;en  moWng  towards  estimating 
the     school   as   a  whole    on   its  general 
efficiency.       I    think     that     educational 
opinion  \yoth  in  England  and  Scotland  has 
been  certainly  moving  in  that  direction 
for  some  time,  and  I  am  glad  that  the 
Scotch  Education  Department  have  put  the 
coping  stone  to  that  process  by  the  Code 
which  they  have  issued  this  year.    At  the 
same  time,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
very  great  care  will  l)e  required  in  apply- 
ing the  principle,  and  that  the  Department 
will  be  obliged  to  insist  on  the  inspectors 
making  more  frequent   and    unexpected 
visits  to  the  schools  than  before.     Every- 
thing, in  fact,  will   now  depend  on  the 
efficiency  with  which  the  inspectors   do 
their  work,  and  the  amount  of  care  they 
devote  to  their  rej)orts.     I  think  it  is  not, 
therefore,  an  idle  demand  that  the  Depart- 
ment will  require  to  be  more  than  ever 
careful  in  the  choice  of  the  persons  whom 
they  appoint   to  the  office  of  inspectors, 
for   the  success   of   the   experiment  will 
depend  more  upon  the  ability,  the  com- 
mon-sense, the  tivct,   the  judgment    and 
knowledge  of  the  world,  of  the  Inspectors, 
than  ever  ])efore.     I  am  glad  to  see  that 
the  Lord  Advocate  admits  that  it  wnll  be, 
to    some  extent,    a    tentative    measure, 
and   that  it    will  not    be  l)rought    into 
force      until      there      has      Iwen      full 
opportunity   of  criticism.       I    take    the 
opportunity,  therefore,  of  oftering   some 
criticism  which  it  seems  to  me  is  necessary. 
The  School  Board  of  Aberdeen  and  other 
leading  School  Boai-ds  think  that  the  re- 
requirenients  of  the    present  Code    will 
tend  rather  tr)  dinn'nish  than  increase  the 
grants,  and  that  under  the  requirements 
of  the  new  Code  School  Boards  will  be 
put  to  considerable  additional  expense.     I 
want   to   put   three   points   to  the  Lord 
Advocate  and  the  Education  Department. 
Firstly,    the  desiral)ility  of    considering, 
this  yeiir,  which  way  the  Cwle  will  work, 
and  considering  whether  they  ought  not 
to   raise   the  amount  of  the  grant.  The 
limit  between  that  which  the  grant  will 
oscillate  at  present  is  about  one  and  six- 
pence,   with   another   shilling  added  for 
special   excellence,  whilst  it  may  be  re- 
Mi\  Bryce. 


ducerl    by   sixpence   for    deficiency.      I 
think  the  Department  will  find  when  it 
comes  to  consider  the  matter  that  that 
rise  Ti-ill  not  be  sufficient,  and  it  will  be 
necessary  to  go  higher  in  order  to  reward 
real  excellence;  otherwise  there  will  be  an 
increased  expenditure  on  the  part  of  the 
School  Board,  and  the  rates  will  suffer,  and 
that  proOTcss  which  the  Department  desires 
will  be  discouraged.     The  second  point  is 
a   somewhat   minute   question,  which  is 
also  important,  which  the  School  Board  of 
.Aberdeen  is  anxious  to  have  addressed  to 
the  Department,   upon    Section  19  F  of 
the  new  Code,  with  regard  to  which  the 
loss  a  School  Board  may  incur  owing  to 
the   school  being  closed  by  reason  ol  an 
epidemic.      It    often    happens    that  the 
attendance  is  largely  diminished  in  such 
a  case.     In  Aboraeen  the  percentage  of 
absentees  rose  from  7  per  cent,  to  18  per 
cent,   during  the  course  of  a  severe  epi- 
demic, and  the  School   Board   feels  that 
some  allowance  ought  to  be  made  for  the 
diminution    of    attendance    under    such 
circumstances.     This  has  been  recognised 
by  the   Department,  but  to  a   very  in- 
adequate extent.     As  I  understand,   the 
Department  will  not  make  any  reduction 
unless  the  diminution  of  attendance  aver- 
ages 5  per  cent,  on  the  whole  year ;  but 
what  we  feel  is  that  the  5  per  cent,  ought 
I  not  to  be  calculated  upon  the  year,  but 
upon  the  months  during  which  the  epi- 
demic has  prevailed.     A  very  reasonable 
plan  would  be  to  make  an  allowance  for 
diminution  of  attendance  over  a  small 
period  of  time,  and  not  on  the  year  as  a 
whole.     I  ought  to  add  that  this  allow- 
ance will  not  require  any  alteration  in  the 
terms  of  the  Code,  as  it  is  quite  compatible 
with  Sectioi  19  M,  and  the  limit  such  as 
I  ask  for  we  consider  should  be  put  in 
those  terms ;  but  all  we  ask  is  that   the 
Department  should  consider  this  matter. 
Thirdly,  I  desire  to  support  the  conten- 
tion which  has  just  been  advanced  by  the 
hon.    Member  for    Kilmarnock    Burc^hs. 
The   point  he  has  urged  mth  regard  to 
the   School    Board   of  that  district  is  a 
point  which  concerns  many  School  Boards 
in   other   parts   of   Scotland.      It  seems 
to   me,    looking     at   the    matter    as    a 
whole,    that    the    construction    he    asks 
for  is  an  admirable  one.     He  asks  it  on 
the  ground  of  common-sense ;  I  should  ask 
for  it  as  a  point  of  law,  and  it  will  make 
the  practice  very  simple.     The  proposal 
of  the  Department  to  take  all  the  rate 
that  is  to  be  levied  from  the  owners  and 
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double  it,  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  con- 
BtTUction  put  upnn  the  Act  of  1897,  may 
make  considenilile  dilierenco  to  the  School 
Boanls,  and  the  question  becomes  one  of 
great   import^iiiee*      Now    I   come  for  a 
moment  to  th<^  (juestion  of  the  gi-ants.   As 
the   Committee    knows,    we  hav^o    three 
granta— the  grant  of  1890  of  X35,0CK)  or 
£40,000,  the  equivalent  grant  of  189'^  of 
£60,000,  and  thegrant  of  last  year  of  about 
£35,000,  Those  three  grants  are  allotted 
for  different  purposes,  and   are  adminis- 
tered by  dilTercnt  departments,  with   the 
result  that  the  whole  matter  h«as  got  into 
an  almost  inextricalilt/  tangle.     There  are 
three   different   grants  for  different  pur- 
poses, with   different  methods  of  applica- 
tion.    We  ask  with   practical  urianiniity 
upoTi  both   sides  of  the  House  that  this 
tangle  should  at  least  lie  put  an  end  to> 
Insteafl  of  the  system  of  minutes,  intro- 
ducing  fresh  oom plications  every  time  a 
new  grant  takes  place,  we  should  have  a  , 
Bill  brought  into  this  House  dealing  with  i 
the  matter  dr  mfvo,  and   thus  give  us  an  | 
effective    and    consistent    system,    which 
would  promote  the  feeling  of  eontentment 
in    Scotland    which    cannot    be  brought 
about   by  this  mcthrxl  of  proceeding  l»y 
minute.  If  the  whole  matter  were  brought 
before  the  House  we  should  endeavour  to 
arrange  a  coniprehensive  system,  and  we 
put  this  to  the  Lord  Advocate.     Scotch 
opinion  is  practically  unanimous  upon  this 
subject.       kScotland     is    tired    of     being 
govemed  by  a  Department,  not  that  it  at 
all  despises  the  Depaitment,  but  that  it 
thinks  the  Department  would  do  better  by 
taking  this  llouse  and   Scotland  into  its 
confiflence.      We  also  point  out  that  in 
Scotland  we  are  agreed  not  oidy  as  to  the 
legislation,  but  a«  to  the  points  which  it 
should  deal  with.     We  also  desire  that 
the  grant  of  1^90  shoukl   be  ear-marked 
for  the  purposes  of  education,  and  that 
the  Burgh  Councils  and  County  Councils 
should    no  longer    have  power  to  apply 
that  fund    to   the  relief  of  rates,  which 
everyone  will  agree  is  an  absolutely  use- 
less purpose,  and    does  no  goml    to  the 
ratepayers,   and  only  tends  towards  the 
waste  of  money.     Most  educationists  in 
Scotland   are  also  agreed  that  technical 
and  secondary  education  should  be  con- 
nected.   We  arts  further  agreetl  that  these 
three  grants  ought  to  be  pooled  ;   that  is 
to  say,  that  the  three  gnmts  should  be 
thrown  into  one,  and  placed  in  the  hands 
of  some  authority  to  lie  administered  con- 
jointly*    Lastly,  we  are  agreed  that  all 


these    matters    should    bo    consolidated. 
These   are   points  upon    which    Scottish 
opinion    is    unanimous.     Last    year    wo 
asked    the   Lord  Advwate    to    give    us 
legislation,  and  he  pointed  out  that  he 
did  so  by  proceeding  hy  .Minute.     Now, 
what    has   happened    has  con  firmed    the 
prediction  we  then   made  ;  we  have   had 
this  Minute.     I  do  not  for  a  moment  dis- 
pute the   /.eal  and  pulilic  spirit  that  has 
animated  the  Department  in   its   endea- 
vour to  deal  with  this  matter.     The  Lord 
Advocate   has  given  us  a  lucid   statement 
of  the  principle  upon  which  the  Department 
acts.       He    has    pointed     out     that    the 
money      being      administered      by     the 
Secondary  Education  Conmiittoes  was  in 
many  cases  given  in  such  small   sums   to 
30  many  small  schools  that    it  was  not 
pmducing     that    effect    upon    the    best 
schools  which    in    the    true    interest  of 
education  the  Department  thought  neces- 
sary.    I  am  not  prepared   to  deny  that 
there  is  not  a  good    deal    in  that  view, 
and  I  agree  as  to  the  advisability  of  not 
neglecting    the    higher    deputments    of 
elementary  schools  :  still  there  must  be  a 
good  deal  of  force  in  the  view  that  they 
will  essentially  affect  secondary  education 
if   they   endeavour   in  certain   places   to 
create  strong  secomlary  school i^  and  draw 
the    promising    boys    from     elementary 
schools  to  secondary  schools    instead  of 
spending  the  money  on  the  higher  elemen- 
tary schools  themselves.     All   I  desire  to 
express    is   that    1    am    not   disposed    to 
quaiTel  with  the  \iews  rA  the  Dc]>artment 
that  some  of  the  money  might  very  well 
go  to  the  stronger  schools,  and  tit  them 
to    render    l>etter    service   to   secondary 
education.     But  what  are  we  presented 
with  1  W'e  are  presented  with  a  system  out 
of  connection  altogether  with  the  system 
under  which  the  previous  grant  was  admi- 
nistered, and  county  committees  are  put 
into  a  different  position  to  the  cild  county 
committees,  which  will  perplex   them  in 
dealing  with  the  old  grants,  supposing  our 
suggestions  are  carried  out.     The  present 
system  of   making   grants  is    very   com* 
plicated  and   inconvenient.     The  answer 
which  the  Lord  Advocate  makes  ia  that 
the   Department  has  not  the  courage  to 
censure   the  Committee   by  alterii^g   the 
arrangements  under  the  Minute  of  1893, 
but  nuist  make  the  new  dep^arture  by  the 
Minute  of  1 898,    Surely  if  the  Department 
cannot  make  upit^  mind  to  do  off  its  own 
bat,  so  to  apeak,  what  ought  to  be  done, 
because   it  is  afraid    that    its   views  or 
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action  will  be  misunderstood,  Parliament  is 
not  open  to  any  such  consideration.  Let 
the  Department  come  and  tell  us  what  are 
the  faults  of  the  existing  system.  If  it 
would  like  to  go  back  to  the  old  system 
of  1892,  let  it  say  so.  I  should  like  the 
Department  to  have  a  little  more  courage, 
so  as  to  give  us  the  chance  of  dealing 
with  the  whole  question,  and  of  listening 
to  the  arguments  which  arc  to  be 
advanced.  Whether  Scotland  wants  a 
central  authority,  as  well  as  a  Scotch 
Education  Department  in  London,  is  a 
question  I  will  not  now  discuss.  But  we 
want  in  Scotland  an  aggregation  of  bodies 
more  important  and  influential,  and  with 
more  authority  than  local  bodies  now 
possess,  and  we  want  those  bodies  brought 
into  new  relationship  with  the  Depart- 
ment here.  We  want,  in  fact,  something 
done  to  stimulate  public  interest  in  educa- 
tional work  in  Scotland,  as  it  has  been 
stimulated  in  Wales.  My  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Haddington  referred  to 
the  question  of  Scotch  universities.  I 
would  like  to  remind  him,  sympathising 
as  I  do  entirely  with  his  remarks  as  to 
the  necessity  for  strengthening  the 
efficiency  of  our  universities,  that  we 
already  possess  in  Scotland  points  of 
connection  between  the  shools  and  the 
universities  of  Scotland  which  do  not 
exist  in  England,  and  which  are  only 
beginning  to  exist  in  Wales.  One 
is  the  bursaries,  which  in  many 
Scotch  universities  have  been  a  most 
efficient  means  of  bringing  the  most 
promising  boys  from  the  schools  to  the 
universities,  piirticularly  of  Al^erdeen  and 
Glasgow.  Scotch  universities,  to  a  far 
greater  extent  than  in  England,  have 
prepared  men  to  bo  teachers  in 
elementary  and  secondary  schools.  We 
should,  therefore,  endeavour  to  carry 
still  further  that  relation  between  the 
universities  and  the  schools  which  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Haddington 
advocates.  But  it  is  not  only  on  the 
scientific  and  technical  side  that  the 
Scotch  universities  need  to  be  strength- 
ened ;  they  want  to  be  strengthened  on 
the  literary  and  humanistic  side.  I  am 
sorry,  Sir,  to  have  detained  the  Com- 
mittee so  long.  I  will  only  reiterate 
what  seems  to  me  to  l)e  the  general  moral 
of  the  whole  thing,  and  that  is  that  the 
existence  of  this  grant  and  this  Minute, 
which  has  created  a  good  deal  of  dis- 
satisfaction, as  the  Lord  Advocate  must 
gather  from  the  present  Del>ate,  makes  it 
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more  than  ever  necessary  that  we  should 
have  some  legislation  on  the  subject,  and 
I  hope  that  legislation  will  not  be  long 
delayed. 

Sir  MARK  STEWART  (Kirkcud- 
bright) :  I  do  not  propose  to  trespass  at 
any  length  upon  the  attention  of  the 
Committee,  but  I  desire  to  express  my 
views  with  regard  to  several  questions 
which  have  been  raised.  I  will  pie&tee 
my  remarks  by  expressing  my  admiratdon 
for  the  new  Code  as  a  whole.  I  know  it 
is  yet  untried,  but  I  believe  it  is  a  step  in 
the  right  direction.  Whilst  hoping  that 
our  inspectors  will  address  themselves  to 
their  new  work,  and  prove  in  every 
respect  efficient,  I  cannot  disregard  what 
has  been  already  suggested  to-night,  vit, 
that  the  Government  will  have  to  pay 
special  attention  to  the  class  of  inspectors 
appointed.  The  position  of  school  in- 
spector is  a  very  onerous  and  responsible 
one,  and  calls  for  the  exercise  of  many 
qualities  quite  apart  from  scholastic 
learning  to  enable  him  to  arrive  at  a  right 
conclusion  in  regard  to  schools.  In  fact^ 
as  the  matter  stands  now,  I  think  there  is 
too  much  responsibility  put  upon  inspec- 
tors. In  rural  districts,  for  instance,  no 
intimation  is  given  as  to  when  the 
inspector  may  arrive.  As  a  consequence 
of  that  no  member  of  the  School  Board 
knows  when  to  expect  a  visit,  and  conse- 
quently the  inspector  is  the  only  individual 
with  an  official  qualification  present  at  the 
I  examination.  It  the  chairman  or  clerk  of 
I  the  School  Board  were  notified  as  to  the 
day  on  which  the  inspector  was  coming  a 
few  members  of  the  Board  could  see  for 
themselves  the  sort  of  inspection  that 
went  on.  Several  instances  have  occurred 
to  my  knowledge  within  the  last  few 
months  in  which  not  a  soul  was  present 
except  the  inspector.  Of  course  we  do 
not  dispute  the  good  intentions  of  the 
inspector,  but  an  inspector  may  make 
mistakes  like  other  people,  and  a  school 
may  be  condemned  for  insufficient  reasons. 
There  is  another  point  with  regard  to  the 
same  question.  In  agricultural  districts 
an  inspector  may  arrive  during  the  hay 
harvest  or  the  turnip-hoeing  season — 
when  the  children  are  mostly  m  the  fields 
— and  consequently  find  a  very  depleted 
school.  The  result  would  l)e  that  he 
would  not  come  to  a  right  conclusion 
with  regard  to  the  school.  Then  there  is 
another  matter  which  I  should  like  to 
press  upon   the  attention  of    the    Lord 
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Advocate.  Old  and  well  trained  teachers 
are  sometimes  arbitrarily  dismissed. 
They  have  fiobody  to  appeal  to,  and  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  Lord  Advt> 
cate  and  hi  a  advisers  might  very  ea-^ily 
arrange  that  an  appeal  should  1h3  allowed 
to  some  central  authority,  so  that  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  may  he  gone 
into.  The  teachers  wnuhl  then  feel  that 
they  were  not  entirely  at  the  mercy  of 
an  arbitrary  aiul  possibly  tyrannical 
School  Board,  but  that  justice  would  be 
chine  them.  Cases  of  very  considerable 
hanlship  have  arisen  during  the  past 
year  in  which  the  tuaeher  has  had  no 
])ossif»le  appeal  against  what  he  has  con- 
sidered unjust  treatment.  .  Pa^ssing  on  to 
the  Minute  of  the  27th  of  April,  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  when  I  reacl  that 
Minute,  and  indeed  when  I  understood  its 
appliwitloo^  I  was  not  disiposed  to  form  a 
hostile  opinion  with  regani  to  it.  But 
having  paid  a  visit  to  Scotland  at  Whit- 
suntide and  become  more  famiHar  with 
the  feelings  of  the  county  conmiittecs,  I 
am  Ijound  to  tell  the  Lord  Advocate  that 
it  is  extremely  uripojnUar  in  certain  jxirts 
of  the  country.  I  think  it  would  be  a 
very  wise  thing  on  the  pait  of  the  Lord 
Advocate  to  withdraw  the  Minute,  and  in 
the  meantime  bring  up  another  very 
much  oil  the  lines  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Meudier  for  Abeitieen  has 
sketched,  ho  an  to  get  the  three  gnirits 
under  one  head,  and  either  give  the 
county  committees  other  p4.>wers  or 
curtail  their  jjowers  in  the  direction  in 
which  the  Department  does  not  wish  the 
money  spent.  Now,  1  am  tjuitii  satisfied 
that  the  luiucation  I  department  would  be 
the  last  people  in  the  world  to  encourage 
such  a  thing,  but  there  are  certain  schools 
in  Scotland  which  have  been  somewhat 
neglected,  A  large  amount  is  given  l>y 
the  Code  in  various  ways  to  elementary 
schools,  and  what  ought  to  be  really 
secondary  schtMtls  are  very  much 
neglected,  and  I  wmild  suggest  that  by 
the  new  rules  a  way  of  escape  should  be 
provided  from  this  most  unfortunate 
public  Minute.  I  trust  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate will  listen  to  the  voice  of  Scotch 
opinion  in  condemning  this  Minute. 
There  is  only  one  other  matter  on  which 
I  should  tike  to  say  a  word.  The  remarks 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Haddingtonshire 
with  regard  to  secondary  education  have 
my  hearty  coricurrence.  Taking  the 
W  elsh  University  as  an  example,  and  the 
Swiss   University  as   a   still  greater  ex- 


ample, I  think  much  may  be  done  in  con- 
solidating secondary  education,  so  as  to 
bring  it  more  in  touch  with  the  elemen- 
tary schools,  and  thus  provide  a  ladder 
by  w^hich  a  boy,  as  in  the  days  of  John 
Knox,  can  enter  a  university. 

^Mk.  CUOMBIE  (Kincardineshire) :  I 
think  the  course  this  Debate  has  taken  has 
plainly  shown  that  secondary  education  is 
a  subject  of  burning  interest,  and  to  that 
I  should  like  to  address  myself.  But  be- 
fore doing  so  1  hupe  I  shall  be  allowed  to 
refer  to  one  matter  which  is  perfectly 
dilTereut.  Last  session  we  pissed  an  Act 
for  the  superannuation  of  teachers,  and 
under  this  Act  a  cchIc  of  rules  has  been 
drawn  up  by  the  Depjirtment.  Now,  Sir, 
I  obuserve  that  under  these  rules  teatthers 
apply i Jig  for  pensions  are  to  have  their 
pecuniary  circumstances  taken  into  ac- 
count. This  wiis  not  mentioned  in  the 
Act,  and  it  seems  to  me  rather  a  hai  dsbip 
on  the  teachers.  This  is  not  a  charity 
pension  ;  it  is  a  pension  to  which  teachers 
subscribe,  Just  as  they  would  to  an  ordi- 
nary insurance,  and  it  woubl  seem  rathei' 
a  bard  thitig  if  a  man,  whose  he^dth  bad 
broken  down,  could  not  benefit  by  his 
insurance  without  his  pecuniary  circum- 
stances being  taken  into  account.  Of 
course  I  should  l>e  out  of  order  in  raising 
the  general  question  of  pensions,  and  I 
will  simply  say  in  passing  that  I  for  one 
should  be  exceedingly  glafi  if  the  Depart- 
ment can  provide  a  remedy  for  the 
iuei[uality  between  the  pensions  of  exist- 
ing and  future  teachers.  Turning  to  the 
tjueKtion  of  the  Minute,  lam  certainly  not 
going  to  break  up  the  unanimity  which 
exists  in  Scotland j  and  if  a  Division 
is  taken,  I  shall  vote  against  the 
Minute.  I  rather  hope,  however,  that 
a  Division  will  not  lie  taken.  Of  course, 
we  know  that  we  cannot  persuade  the 
(Toverument  by  means  of  a  Division,  but 
I  am  hopeful  that  we  caFi  persuade  the 
Lord  A d  \  <  >LH t e  I )y  m eai j s  of  fair  reasoni ng, 
and  I J  for  my  part,  shall  be  surprised  if 
he  can  resist  the  unanimity  of  opini€»n 
which  has  f>ecn  expressed  by  Scotch 
Mem1>ers  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
against  the  Minute.  Now,  Sir,  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  Loni  Advocate  defended 
the  Minute  on  two  grounds.  He  seemed 
to  suggest,  in  the  first  place,  that  the 
higher  schools  should  get  the  grant  be- 
cause they  had  1>een  neglected  ;  and  he 
seemed,  in  the  second  phice,  to  say  that 
something  had  been  done  by   means  of 
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the  Code  that  gives  a  sum  to  the  other 
schools.      When   the   right  hon.  Gentle- 
man made   these  statements,  I  at   once 
turned   to   the  figures   which   had   been 
brought   before    the   House,    and    those 
figures    entirely  demolish  the  idea  that 
the  higher  schools  have  been  neglected  ; 
and  as  to  the  other  schools  having  had 
something  under  the  Code,  this  provision 
is  liable  to  the   17s.  6d.  limit,  and,  as  far 
as  I  can  see,  it  is  worked  out  in  such  a  | 
way  that  school  boards  will  not  be  able  to  | 
take  the  ])enefit,   at  all   events   without  ■ 
putting    themselves    to     an     enormous  | 
amount  of  expense.    There  are  only  about 
74   schools    which    will  benefit    by    this 
Minute,   and    I    am    told    that    it   will 
work      out      to     something      like      £6 
per    pupil.       That    seems    to    me   very 
unfair.      But,    Sir,     we    object    to    this 
Minute  for  other  reasons,  and  I  think  the 
reason     which    seems    to    underlie    the 
speeches  of  previous  speakers  is  that  it 
adds  to  the  confusion  of  secondary  educa- 
tion  in   Scotland.      This    confusion   has 
become    an    old     topic.       We     have    a 
secondary  education  branch,  a  technical 
educational      branch,      an      agricultural 
branch,     a     science     and     art     branch, 
and   another  branch  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  Department  itself.     The 
way  in  which  the  whole  administration  is 
conducted  is  such  that  it  is  very  largely 
kept  out  of  the  purview  of  Parliament 
itself.     How  is  Secondary  education  ad- 
ministered ?  It  is  administered  by  Minutes 
and  Circulars.    A  great  deal  has  been  said 
about   secondary  education    committees. 
I    think    it    would    be    very    unfair    to 
say  that   they  have  failed  in  one  sense, 
for  they  have  done  admirable  work  under 
very    difficult    circumstances;     but    the 
whole  position  is  anomalous,  and  the  fact 
is  that  secondary  education,  as  it  is  ad- 
ministered, is  like  a  bit  of  a  ladder  which 
has  neither  beginning  nor  end.     We  are 
all    unanimous    that    one    of    the    first 
things  you    must    do    is     to     use     the 
technical  education  money  practically  for 
secondary  education.     If  you  look  at  the 
Minute,  you  will  find  that  everything  is 
made  easy  for  a  committee  which  meets 
to  hand  over  this  money  to  a  secondary 
education  committee.      But   I    maintain 
that  a  great  proportion  of  the  money  that 
is  spent  on  secondary  education  is  wasted. 
A  great  deal  of  mischief  is  done  in  the 
attempt   to  give   technical   education  as 
opposed   to  other    education.     How  far 
the  idea  has  gone  may  be  seen  by  the 
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declarations  of  a  great  many  gentlemen. 
I  listened  to  the  Debates  on   the   Half- 
Timers  Bill,  both  at  the  Second  Reading 
and  the  Committee  stages,  and  I  heard 
Members,   for   whose  opinions    in   most 
things  I  have  the  greatest  respect,  actually 
arguing  that  these  half-time  children  when 
they  are  employed  in  mills  and  taught  to 
tie  a  knot,  and   that  sort  of  thing,  are 
actually  getting  technical  education.     If 
the  idea  is  abroad  that  that  is  the  kind 
of  technical  education  by  which  Germany 
has    achieved    her    present    commercial 
eminence,  I  say  it  is  utterly  absurd,  and 
the  sooner  it  is  altered  the  better.     I 
speak    with  some  slight  experience    of 
technical  education  in  Germany,  because 
I  have  had  some  of  it  myself.     When  I 
went  to  Germany  to  learn  the  language 
I  determined  to  learn  something  of  the 
technical  education.     I  found  there  were 
two  sorts  of  technical  education  in  Ger- 
many.    They  actually  teach  a  trade  or 
manufacture  in  a  school,  and  they  have 
another  method  beside.     What  I  wanted 
to  learn  was  weaving  and  dyeing,  and  I 
went  to  a  school  that  taught  those   sub- 
jects.    Certainly  they  did  it  systemati- 
cally, but  the  net  result  was  that  every- 
thing I  learnt  as  to  the  technology  of  my 
trade  in  the  technical  school'  could    hi 
learnt  in  almost  as  short  a  time  in  the 
factory.     I  went  to  another  sort  of  school, 
one     of   the    technological     colleges    of 
Germany,    and    there   I   found   quite  a 
different  kind  of   thing.     There    was    a 
course    of  lectures  in   all   subjects — not 
confined  solely  to  a  good  general  educa- 
tion,   but    lectures    in     chemistry     and 
physics,  very  much  the  same  as  those  I 
had  already  passed  through  in  a  Scotch 
University.     This  is  the  technical  educa- 
tion that  makes  Germany  excel  in  the 
commercial  world.     Why  is  it  ?     It  is  be- 
cause Germany  takes  those  of  her  citizens 
who  are  going  in  for  commerce  or  manu- 
facture, and  passes  them  through  a  train' 
ing   almost    as    high     as     that     which 
we  give  to  those  who  are  going  in  for  the 
professions    of     medicine,     teaching    or 
law.     These    men     thoroughly     master 
the     subjects     of     chemistry,     ph3rsics, 
electricity,    &c.,    and    then    go    into  » 
factory.     They    are    absolutely  ignorant 
of  the  technical  manufacture,   but  they 
soon  pick  it  up,  and  they  are  able  to  apply 
the    science    they    have    leamt    to  the 
processes    of    the  manufacture  they  are 
engaged  in.     Not  only  that,  but  they  have 
such  an  admirable  scientific  education  that 
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they  aro  able  to  follow  what  is  going  on 
ill  tho  laboratories  of  those  who  aro 
pursuing  scieiico  in  the  abstract.  They 
have,  in  faet,  one  eye  on  abstract  science 
and  the  other  eye  on  pnictical  manufac- 
ture, antl  when  iiny  invention  ia  put  for- 
ward, whethcrit  is  the  liquefaction  of  hydro- 
gen or  the  Kontgen  rays,  or  anything  else, 
they  are  following  what  is  done,  and  are 
able  to  apply  these  new  abstract  improve- 
ments in  science  to  the  concrete  techni- 
calities of  their  own  manufacture. 
It  1^  that  and  that  alone  that  has 
brought  Germany  to  her  present  position 
in  commerce  as  far  m  technical  education 
ia  concerned.  I  am  sorry  to  see  that 
the  superstititi**n  about  technical  educa- 
tion has  to  some  extent  permeated  even 
the  Education  Department  In  the  Code 
in  these  higher  ^ade  .schools  the  greatest 
pains  are  taken  to  keep  scientific  abso- 
lutely distinct  from  general  education. 
Here,  for  instancCi  I  quote  from  Circular 

"  They  will  require,  however,  that  the 
beifincia  side  sliall  be  elcarly  separated  from 
the  claaaic&l  or  lauj^uage  i^ide  of  such  $^:hool^p 
and  that  not  tuurcly  shall  the  pupils  follow- 
ing tbe  scleace  course  be  separately  rcgiitered, 
but  that  the^  shall  receive  ^^parate  and  sueeial 
instrucitoQ  in  the  essential  i^ubjei'ts  of  the 
preacribed  curriculuQi,  even  when  these 
nappen  to  be  conimmi  lo  both  sides  of  the 
schooL  This  condition  Imw^  fulJiUed,  my  Lords 
will  not  object  to  the  instruction  being  given 
by  members  of  the  ^ame  statf  who  possess  the 
oceea^ary  i]uaruication*." 

Such  an  attempt  as  this  to  bring  about 
a  specialisation  at  atj  early  stage  of  the 
school  children's  cumctjlum  is  going  in  an 
absolutely  wrong  direction.  What  is 
wanted  is  that  they  should  be  given  a 
thoroughly  good  education,  and  then 
begin  their  technical  or  special  or  scientific 
education.  For  these  reasons  I  believe 
we  want,  and  I  ho]ie  fior  Majesty's 
Government  will  carry  out,  a  consolida- 
tion of  our  various  defmrtments.  At 
present  there  is  plenty  of  time  for  legisla- 
tion, but  if  the  Government  do  not  think 
inattors  are  sutBciently  concretely  before 
them  to  enable  them  to  devise  a  scheme, 
lot  a  C^^mmission  or  C'ommittee  be  ap- 
pointed* We  have  Commissions  and  Com- 
mittees on  almost  everything,  and  I  should 
be  very  happy  to  see  one  added  on  Scotch 
education.  Scotch  educatioruilists,  to 
whatever  party  they  belong  or  from 
wherever  they  come,  all  agree  that  the 
very  first  thing  we  want,  and  must  get 
tefore  we  shall  be  happy,  is  legislation  tor 
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the  unification    of   the  whole  system  of 
secondary  education. 

Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH  (Lanark,  Partick) : 
I  wish  that  a  few  more  English  members 
had  been  present  to  hear  what  a  bold  step 
we  have  tiiken  in  the  course  of  this  year, 
a  step  which  I  hope  will  prove  to  be  a 
right  step,  v'iz.,  the  abandonment  of  in- 
dividual examinations  and  tho  adoption  of 
a  general  payment  based  on  tho  work  of 
the  school  as  a  whole,  which  will  certainly 
be  much  easier  for  the  inapeetora,  but  at 
the  same  time  make  considerable  demands 
upon  their  capacity.  I  hope  we  shall  find 
the  inspectors  rise  to  the  gi'eater  difficul- 
ties of  the  task  which  is  put  upon  them. 
The  making  of  so  large  a  normal  grant  as 
is  now  made  is  a  very  complete  change, 
and  a  great  many  of  those  who  are  aflbeted 
by  it  feel  rather  nervous  lest  that  normal 
grant  has  been  atmck  somewhat  ttwj  low. 
The  School  Board  for  Go  van,  for  instance, 
have  gone  into  tho  matter,  and  made  as 
careful  calculations  as  possible,  and  their 
anticipiition,  with  which  thu  Associated 
School  Boards  in  general  scum  to  agree,  is 
that  tlie  new  system  will  mean  a  very 
decided  diminution  in  the  grants  to  in- 
dividual schools.  One  can  hardly  ask 
the  Government  at  the  present  moment  to 
make  any  change,  but  I  hope  they  will  be 
very  thoroughly  alive  to  that  possibility, 
and  that  if  it  is  found  that  a  school, 
although  conducted  as  well  as  before,  is 
earning  less  under  the  new  rules,  certain 
relaxations  may  be  given  which  will 
enable  them  to  earn  as  much.  That 
becomes  particularly  important  in  view  of 
the  various  increiised  requirements — to 
most  of  which  I  do  not  at  all  object — which 
are  involved  in  the  present  Code,  such 
lis,  greater  expense  in  the  maintenance  of 
schools,  which  the  School  Boards  fear  may 
result  in  loss  of  income.  The  School 
Bmirds  feel  very  strongly  that  there 
should  be  more  elasticity  about  the  normal 
grant.  Only  an  extra  6cL  can  be  given 
for  special  merit,  but  if  there  could  be  a 
possible  increase  of  Is.  fid  or  23.,  they 
consider  they  might  be  able  to  pay 
their  way  satisfactorily.  I  am  gla<l  to  see 
that  the  whole  tendency  of  the  Keport  of 
the  Education  Department  is  to  take 
further  steps  in  reducing  the  extent  to 
which  specific  subjects  are  gone  into  in  an 
elementary  way.  We  are  getting  moie 
and  more  able  to  differentiate  education  ; 
we  are  devoting  ourselves  more  and  more 
to  developing  the  higher  part  of  education, 
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and  as  we  do  that  we  more  and  more 
restrict  what  hitherto  has  been  a  great 
abuse  in  our  schooling — the  extent  to 
which  children  have  been  carried  through 
the  rudimentary  stages  of  specific  subjects, 
with  the  knowledge  that  they  will  be 
dropped  absolutely  and  forgotten  in  a 
short  time.  We  are  getting  able  to  insist 
that  only  those  children  should  be  carried 
to  the  higher  subjects  who  have  a  pro- 
bability of  being  able  to  go  far  enough  in 
those  subjects  for  the  work  that  is  ex- 
pended upon  them  to  do  them  some  prac- 
tical good.  We  have  been  too  apt  to 
think  that  the  mere  presence  of  a  child  at 
school  is  enough,  without  considering 
what  is  being  taught  to  the  child,  and 
that  as  long  as  the  Education  Esti- 
mates are  swelling  and  more  children 
being  sent  to  school  everything  is 
satisfactory.  But  I  am  afraid  that  an 
enormous  amount  of  both  money  and  time 
is  being  wasted  in  the  fact  that  what 
is  being  taught  goes  out  of,  almost  as 
(juickly  as  it  goes  into,  the  children. 
While  we  give  clever  children  every 
chance  of  getting  on  and  obtaining  a  good 
secondary  education,  we  should  not  make 
the  mistake  that  ambitious  teachers  are 
so  naturally  apt  to  make,  viz.,  that  of 
trying  to  teach  too  many  subjects  in  the 
very  short  time  the  children  have  before 
them.  That  is  the  case  particularly  with 
girls.  They  have  been  taught  a  great 
deal  too  much  of  literary  subjects,  while 
not  enough  attention  has  been  given  to 
those  subjects  that  really  make  the  work 
of  their  lives,  such  iis  domestic  training, 
cooking,  and  laundry  work.  These  sub- 
jects differ  very  much  in  their  character 
from  the  ordinary  technical  subjects.  It 
is  quite  true  that  trades  cannot  really  be 
taught  in  schools,  but  it  has  to  be  remem- 
bered that  domestic  work,  cooking,  and 
laundry  work  is  work  that  the  girls  will  have 
necessarily  to  carry  out  in  their  after-life, 
and  which  they  will  have  no  opportunity 
of  learning  in  a  factory  or  workshop,  but 
which  they  have  to  pick  up  for  them- 
selves. It  is  infinitely  more  important 
that  these  subjects  should  take  a  place  of 
due  prominence  in  the  education  of  a 
girl  than  that  she  should  be  taught 
merely  literary  subjects  which  pass  com- 
pletely out  of  her  head  after  a  while. 
Attendance  at  school  is  now  enforced ; 
girls  are  deprived  of  the  opportunities  they 
formerly  had  of  learning  these  necessary 
arts  at  home  with  their  mothers,  and  very 
great  care  should  be  taken  that  they  have 
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every  opportunity  at  school  of  learning 
these  branches  of  work.  I  am  glad  to 
see  that  in  the  present  Code  these 
branches  are  made  considerably  more 
important,  and  at  the  same  time  more 
stringent  conditions  are  imposed ;  classes 
have  to  be  smaller,  and  the  amount  of 
time  has  to  be  greater.  I  hope  that  that 
tendency  ^vill  go  a  great  deal  further. 
But  I  regret  to  see  that  drawing  is  being 
made  apparently  an  obligatory  subject 
for  girls  as  well  as  for  boys.  Consider- 
ing the  very  limited  amount  of  time 
before  the  ordinary  girl,  it  is  a  great  pity 
to  throw  in  an  extra  subject  like  draw- 
ing, which,  while  aii  education  of 
the  hand  and  eye,  is  not  so 
useful  as  would  be  a  little  more 
attention  to  the  domestic  subjects.  The 
girls  ought  to  be  separated  from  the  boys 
at  a  much  earlier  stage.  At  present  they 
are  treated  together,  with  the  result  that 
these  special  girls'  subjects  get  put  into  a 
corner.  A  master  naturally  does  not  like 
his  class  broken  up  by  the  girls  going  off 
to  one  thing  and  the  boys  to  another, 
and  the  classes  are  apt  to  be  kept  work- 
ing at  the  subjects  which  may  be  regarded 
as  common  to  both  sexes.  More  differen- 
tiation is  needed  in  an  earlier  period  of 
girls'  education,  so  that  the  specially 
feminine  subjects  may  have  a  much  lai^er 
place.  I  am  exceedingly  glad  to  see  that 
cookery  is  being  encouraged  in  some 
respects.  Classes  are  being  made  smaller. 
Hitherto  they  have  been  so  big  that  it 
was  almost  a  waste  of  time  to  attempt  to 
teach  so  many  girls  by  one  teacher.  I  do 
not  quite  understand  why  the  rate  of 
payment  is  reduced  also.  Hitherto  the 
rate  has  been  4s.  per  40  hours  ;  now  it  is 
being  reduced  to  8s.  4d.  per  100  hours, 
The  reduction  in  the  size  of  the  classes 
will  make  the  teaching  of  cooking  more 
expensive,  and  it  would  have  been  better 
if  the  scale  had  been  raised  a  little  to 
correspond  with  the  increased  require- 
ments. The  reduction  in  the  size  of  the 
classes  is  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, but  it  has  not  gone  far  enough ;  it 
would  be  better  to  reduce  the  numl)cr  to 
about  twelve,  if  it  is  possible.  Another 
proper  step  is  the  general  reduction  of  the 
size  of  the  classes  to  60.  But  many 
School  Boards  lately  have  built  magnifi- 
cent schools,  in  which  the  class-rooms 
have  been  so  constnicte<l  that  a  larger 
class  can  perfectly  well  be  taught  and 
governed  from  a  single  spot.  I  suggest 
that  the  absolutely  fixed  limit  of  60  is 
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rather  a  rigid  one,  and  that  in  regani  to  j 
such  schools  a  certain  amount  of  latitude 
might  Ikj  given.  Then  I  want  to  ask  the  | 
Lord  Advocate  whether  he  will  give  for  , 
Scotland  the  ivetunis  in  regard  to  the 
employment  of  sehoul  children  which 
have  been  given  in  regard  to  Englarnl. 
I  was  told  a  year  ago  that  it  was  practi- 
cjdly  impossible  to  give  such  a  Return  ; 
but  the  impossibility  has  been  accom-  | 
plisbed  in  regard  to  Kngbnd,  and  we 
have  recently  hafl  the  two  hahes 
of  that  Return.  It  is  a  Keturn  for 
England  and  Wales,  giving  the  num- 
ber of  children  attending  elementary 
schools  who  are  known  to  l>e  working  for 
wages  or  employed  for  profit.  There  are 
given  the  ages,  stantlards,  occupations, 
hours  of  work,  and  rates  of  pay.  The  facts 
a^  to  the  employment  in  rlift'erent  parts  of 
England  are  extremely  interesting,  even 
though  the  Keturn  itself  is  fragmenttiry, 
for  re;is<3n8  which  might  he  avoided  in 
flending  out  a  fresh  Circular,  A  great 
niunlter  of  managers  of  schools  did  not 
reply  at  all  I  hope  we  may  have  similar 
fact^  brought  out  in  regard  to  Scotland, 
The  second  half  of  the  Keturn  is  stili  more 
interesting.  It  gives  the  different  classes 
of  employment  taken  up  by  hoys  and 
girls  attending  elementary  schools  in 
England  and  Wales  on  leaving  school 
during  a  complete  year.  From  that  you 
get  a  very  coujplete  picture  of  the  different 
i)CCupatioris  of  the  children  in  different 
parts  of  the  coTUitry,  and  you  gather  a 
great  deal  of  infurmation  as  to  the  useful 
and  proper  forms  nf  technical  education 
in  different  parts  of  the  country.  These 
facts  are  important  from  an  educational 
and  interesting  from  asocial  point  of  Wew, 
and  I  hope  we  may  have  similar  informa- 
tion with  regaixl  to  Scotland.  One-half 
of  the  Return  was  marshalled  by  the 
I^lx)ur  Department  of  the  Boanl  of 
Trade,  and  tlie  other  half  hy  the  Educa- 
tion Department  :  Imt  1  think  it  would  be 
more  siitisfactory  if  all  the  facts  in  regard 
to  Scotland  wt^re  worked  out  hy  the 
Scotch  Ivlucation  Department  alone. 
As  to  the  Circular  of  the  27th  April,  I 
entirely  agree  that  there  is  very  gieat 
confusion  in  regard  to  these  secondary 
education  funds,  that  it  is  highly  desirable 
in  the  interests  of  everyone  that  they 
should  l>e  put  in  a  more  intelligible  form, 
and  that  legislation  is  the  only  way  in 
which  it  can  be  done.  But  I  do  not  con- 
cur in  the  objection  to  confining  the 
grant  to  secondary  schoob.     Schools  ^rith 


higher  departments  get  their  advant- 
ages under  thie  new  Cmle  ;  they  get  a 
very  large  increjise  of  advantages  under 
the  pruviaions  of  Chapter  9,  and  it  is 
only  right  when  they  get  so  much  in 
addition  to  what  they  ha^'e  already 
under  that  part  of  the  Code,  that  the  other 
schools,  which  take  nothing  imdcr  the 
Code,  should  have  their  share  of  assistance 
from  public  funds.  These  higher  de- 
partments press  very  haixlly  upon 
secondar}^  schools.  Secondary  schools 
have  in  many  ciises  lost  pupils  and 
support  by  the  development  of  the 
higher  departments,  and  in  order 
to  maintain  them  in  a  state  of  proper 
efficiency  it  is  very  necessary  that  they 
should  have  some  assistance.  I  entirely 
difier  from  the  hon*  Member  opposite  a& 
U}  making  higher  education  free.  We 
should  be  throwing  away  a  source  of 
ineorae  which  is  not  in  the  legist  grudged. 
So  long  as  every  facility  is  given  for 
clever  sons  of  p(M>r  parents,  by  free  places 
and  bursaries,  to  get  to  the  best  schools 
and  make  their  way  to  the  university ^ — 
and  the  majority  of  those  who  are  able 
to  spend  a  longei*  time  at  school,  and  to 
advance  through  the  stages  of  secondary 
education,  are  the  children  of  people  who 
are  perfectly  ready  and  willing  and 
desirous  to  piy  for  them~you  are  merely 
gaining  a  theoretical  advantage  by  seek- 
ing  to  abolish  fees  in  regarrl  to  such 
schools.  The  hon.  Member  says  that  no 
social  feeling  ought  to  exist,  but  a  very 
strong  social  feeling  does  exist,  which  has 
to  Ihj  reckoned  with  and  must  not  he  left 
out  of  sight  iis  a  part  of  the  problem. 
The  scheme  of  the  Circular  of  the  27th 
April  makes  confusion  more  confounded. 
It  leaves  the  scheme  we  have  had  hitherto, 
and  strikes  out  a  new  scheme  for  itself. 
Instead  of  leaving  the  rlrawing  up  of 
plans  in  the  hands  of  the  county  committees, 
subject  to  the  criticism  of  the  Depart- 
ment, each  individual  school  is  to  send  up 
its  scheme  through  the  county  committees, 
I  and  the  Department  is  to  decide.  You 
have  £60,000  de^ilt  with  in  one  way,  and 
£30,000  in  the  other.  That  will  lie  most 
unsatisfactory,  I  do  not  see  how  either 
party  can  work  independently,  or  how  the 
county  committee  can  draw  up  its  scheme 
for  spending  its  share  of  the  £60,000  in 
complete  ienorance  of  how  the  X30»000 
'  will  be  dealt  with.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
they  knew  how  the  £30,000  would 
be  dealt  with,  and  did  not  approve, 
,  it  would  be  very  unsatisfaclorv  for  the 
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county  committee  to  be  cutting  down  its 
grant  to  other  schools,  on  the  ground 
that  those  schools  would  be  getting  too 
mtich  from  the    Education  Department. 


upon  public  opinion.  Then,  it  appears 
that  there  are  leaving  certificates  that 
the  boys  and  girls  go  in  for  again 
and    again,    especially    with    regard    to 


The  whole  ought  to  be  treated  in  \  the  lower  grade  of  labour  certificates.  I 
the  same  way  and  made  one  single  i  want  to  know  what  the  object  of  all  this 
fund,  and  proposals  should  be  made  I  is.  The  object  in  the  higher  grade  we 
by  which  the  county  committee  will ,  understand,  but  considering  the  number 
have  full  knowledge,  and  the  Department  of  lower  grade  leaving  certificates,  I  think 
should  bo  the  controlling  power.  ,  you  are  apt  to  have  a  great  deal  too 
Another  point  1  desire  to  raise  is  as  to  |  much  of  the  examination  element  coining 
the  fees  and  the  examination  for  the  !  in  in  the  education  of  these  children. 
leaving  certificate.  These  certificates !  I  think  they  should  pretty  fre- 
have  been  an  enormous  success.  In !  quently  go  in  for  an  examinatioDt 
1888,  when  they  started,  only  29  schools  i  but  it  should  be  limited  much  more  to 
went  in  for  them  ;  in  1898  the  number  i  the  nature  of  their  career.  There  is  only 
was  398  schools.  In  the  sameway  the  num- !  one  other  point  I  have  to  mention,  and 
ber  of  candidates  has  risen  from  less  than  |  that  is  the  method  by  which  you  are  to 
1,000  to  over  16,000.  The  examination  calculate  the  amount  earned  per.  head. 
is  accepted  by  a  vast  number  of  important  i  That  was  formerly  unimportant,  but  now 
bodies,  and  the  standard  in  most  subjects  \  it  becomes  of  the  greatest  importance, 
is  very  high,  and  the  percentage  of  passes  '  because,  under  certain  circumstances,  the 
very  satisfactory.  Therefore,  this  system  '  ^4  per  head  depends  upon  each  child 
of  examinations  exercises  an  enormous  being  of  the  school  a^e.  I  need  hardly 
control  over  higher  education  in  Scotland,  enter  into  the  technical  details,  but  I 
a  control  which  is  entirely  in  the  hands  !  think  it  is  very  unnecessary  to  cut  down 
of  the  Department.  The  secretary  to  Sir  — ^when  we  are  discussing  the  matter  in 
Henry  Craik  has  rciison  to  be  proud  of  =  this  House — the  amount  that  we  give  to 
these"  results,  as  these  leaving  examina- !  children  under  certain  circumstances,  and 
tions  have  been  very  completely  his  work,  i  I  think  it  is  extremely  unnatural  that  a 
The  growth  is  such  that  there  ought  to  technical  view  of  the  exact  meaning  ot 
be  something  outside  a  secretarial  depart- 1  the  words  should  be  taken.  I  do  not  see 
ment  for  the  management  of  a  system  how  any  question  of  law  could  come  in, 
which  is  exercising  such  a  very  great  I  but  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  case  which 
influence  over  the  whole  secondary  euuca- 1  ought  to  be  construed  to  the  advantage 
tion  of  Scotland.  At  present  you  have  a  [  of  the  School  Board.  In  conclusion,!  think 
set  of  anonymous  examination  papers  and  ;  we  must  all  congratulate  the  Lord  Advo- 
a  set  of  anonymous  Reports.  The  only  cate  and  the  Educational  Department 
name  connected  with  the  whole  system  is  j  upon  the  progress  that  the  Code  showa 
that  of  Sir  Henry  Craik.      He  signs  his  \ 

Report,  putting  such  men  as  he  thinks  fit  Captain  SINCLAIR  :  I  agree  with 
to  examine,  putting  in  his  report  such  por- 1  what  the  hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat 
tionsof  theirreportsashethinksproper,and  ;  down  has  said  in  expressing  the  hope  that 
wonderfully  well  that  system  has  worked,  this  new  Code  may  answer  the  ezpec- 
Still,  it  seems  to  me  now  that  this  is  too  '  tations  formed  of  it.  There  is  one 
important  a  matter  to  leave  to  a  single  j  characteristic  and  symptom  which  shows 
man,  and  we  ought  to  know  who  the  ,  itself  in  connection  with  the  increased 
people  are  who  are  examining.  Those  •  powers  given  to  the  inspectors — and 
who  have  examined  into  the  system  ought '  there  is  no  reason  to  think  that  they  will 
to  know  that  their  reportswill  be  published  not  fulfil  that  responsibility— and  that  is 
upon  the  authority  of  their  own  name,  that  this  increased  power  given  to  the 
You  would  have,  in  that  way,  control  j  inspectors  must  he  accompanied  by  largely 
over  secondary  education,  and  it  would  ,  increased  influence  and  power  in  regard 
be   much   wider  than    that  which    is  at  |  to  the  Scotch  Education  Department  itself. 


present  exercised,  for  it  would  be  exer 
cised  not  merely  by  one  individual,  but  by 
persons  whose  names  as  examiners  would 
carry  weight,  and  they  would  have  the 
opportunity  of  knowing  that  what  they 
say  in  their  reports  would  have  influence 
Mr,  J.  P.  SmUh. 


That  is  not  peculiar  to  the  Scotch  Eduoa- 
tion  Department,  for  if  there  is  one  sub- 
ject which  more  than  another  may  benefit 
from  a  strong  central  authority  it  is  the 
subject  of  education.  There  is  another 
thing  which  I  think  we  ought  also  to 
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remember,  and  that  is  that  all  of  these 
improvements  \rliich  are  demanded  on 
every  «ide  by  those  interested  in  etiuca- 
tiori  mean  increriseci  cost  ami  expenditure, 
Edueatiini  every  year  is  getting  more 
costlVj  iind  every  speciabsation,  every  new 
depyture  mmlc  in  inttniction^  means  an 
addition  to  the  burdens  which  the  country 
has  to  l>ear  in  regard  to  education,  and 
naturally  that  increiises  the  power  of  the 
Department  which  has  to  sulminister  the 
whole  subject.  Therefore,  if  there  is 
criticism  to  be  passed,  we  cannot  prefs 
too  urgently  the  necessity  of  carrying 
public  opinion  along  with  us  in  these 
matters.  It  seems  to  me  that,  in  regard 
to  thirt  Minute  about  which  so  much 
has  been  s^iid  to-night— and  in  regani 
to  which  I  wish  to  sup}K)rt  all  that 
has  lieen  said — what  wo  resilly  Jose  sight 
of  is  that  no  Department,  however  active 
or  however  well  supplied  with  informa- 
tion»  can  have  the  opportunity  of  carrying 
public  opinion  along  with  it  unless  it  is 
poBsessed  of  that  local  kmi^wl edge  which 
can  only  come  from  energetic  and  active 
local  iid ministration  in  the  country  itself. 
It  is  very  natural,  under  those  con- 
ditions— perhaps  with  insufficient  funds 
or  inefficient  administration — ^that  the 
whole  system  of  erlucation  should  not 
carry  along  with  it  public  opinion.  Per- 
haps it  is  natural  that  the  education  in 
the  towns  should  lie  superior  to  educa- 
tion in  the  country,  and  that  different 
claims  should  l*e  lUJide  from  different 
districts  one  against  the  other  for  a 
larger  share  of  the  funds  that  are  avail- 
able. No  doulit  it  is  better  to  establish 
centres  from  which  educational  influence 
may  radiate,  for  larger  towns  would  l>e 
able  to  cover  a  hirger  di>5trict,  and  the 
funds  at  their  <lisposal  would  1>e  more 
efficiently  exi^ended,  and  would  achieve 
ter  results  than  the  system  which  has 
(n  characterised  in  this  Debate  as  giving 
the  money  away  in  dril»blets.  After  all,  I 
ihirdc  we  must  remember  that  >vhat  has 
happtmed  in  recent  years  is  that  the  St^ite 
has  stepped  in,  and  by  its  action  in  aiding 
and  siiljsidisiiig  by  money  which  Parlia- 
ment placed  at  the  disposal  of  public  autho- 
rities the  Govenmient  have  put  an  end  to 
all  private  ventures,  and  have  limited  the 
number  of  private  schools  which  formerly 
provided  education  for  the  various  classes 
of  the  population  who  wish  to  take 
advantage  of  what  Wtvs  offered  by  those 
aehoola.  There  is  now  a  largely  reduced 
VOL.  LXXIL    [Fourth  SErtiEy.] 


number  of  all  these  schools  and  colleges 
fur   middle  -  class    secondary    education, 
d  ipendent     simply     and     purely     upon 
private  resources.     They  all  look  to  the 
State  and  to  the  funds  provided  by  the 
Government,    and    just    as    elomentiiry 
education  is  completely  in  the  hands  of 
the  (TuverTmient,  so  we  shall    have   this 
higher  stage  of  education  purely  in  the 
hands   of   the   Government   as  welL     A 
remark  has  been  made  in  the  course  of 
thi4  Debate,  to  the   effect  tha    it  is  for 
the  educational  authorities  to  say  when 
the  education  of  certain  children  should 
cease  ;  and  that  it  Wiis  for  the  children  to 
show  Ijy   their   efficiency  and   ability  to 
learn  what  they  were  qualified  to  do,  and 
if  they  attained  certain  standaitls   then 
ai]t1    then  only   were   thev  to   have  the 
privileges    and    advantages     of     higher 
education.      That     is    a    perfectly    fair 
system,  assuming  that  you  kill  all  other 
systems.     It  is  a  perfectly  fair  system  if 
you  take  care  to  place  ^vqthin  the  reach  of 
every   family   and   of    every    child    the 
facilities  which  he  ought  to  have,  and  yow 
will  not  do  this  if  you  administer  your 
i  educiition     from    a     single    Department 
'  without     that     information    and    know- 
I  ledge     which     can      only     come     from 
I  ItKal  jK?ople  who  live  in  those  particular 
i  localities,  and   who   know   the    wants  of 
those  localities.  I  will  give  the  Committee 
an  il  hist  ration.     Condemnatiun  has  been 
poured  upon  the  small  efi'orts  made  in  this 
direction  by  the  County  Councils  for  the 
'  purpose  of  extending  this  higher  secoiularv 
education  by  the  action  of  the  Educational 
Depirtment.      The   general  intiuence    of 
I  this  action  has  been,  whether  rightly  or 
'  wrongly  exercised,  to   discourage  secon- 
dary  education   in  the  country  districts 
where     educatii>nal    facilities    are    most 
needetl,  and  the  larger  proportiorj  of  the 
money  pnivided  by  the  Government  hai? 
I  been  spent  in  the  more  populous  centres. 
There  is  a  school  in  the  county  which  1 
have     the    honour     to    represeiit  which 
claims,  under  the  County  Council,  to  Ikj 
approved  by  the  Education  Department 
for  the  training  of  certain  scholars  in  a 
specific  suhje^t  not  required  by  the  Code. 
I  Now  the  Eilucaiion  Depirtment,  nn  the 
ground  that  the  education  given  to  these 
scholars  did  not  come  under  the  head  of 
'  contributing  effectively  to  the  secondary 
[  education  of  the  country,  conceived  it  to 
be  its  duty  to  disallow  the  grants  which 
the  County  Council  desired    to    awards 
and  the  school,  bad  to    go  without    the 
3  D 
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grant.  But  when  the  facts  were  pressed  \  stituency  I  have  noticed  that  the  local 
home  to  the  Department  they  relinquished  I  trains  are  often  crammed  with  children 
the  position  they  took  up,  and  the  |  going  to  and  from  the  secondary  schools, 
grant  was  allowed.  I  quote  this  |  My  complaint  against  the  present  system 
simply  as  an  instance  of  the  action  j  is  this,  that  you  are  preventing  a  child 
of  the  Department  in  regard  to  whoso  parents  would  like  it  to  take 
country  schools,   and   I    could    mention 


other  schools  which  have  suffered  in  the 
same  way  in  the  same  county.  There  is 
a  country  Highland  district  in  Scotland 


another  year  or  a  couple  of  years'  educa- 
tion from  doing  so  when  it  would  be  for 
the  good  of  the  child  itself,  and  would 
tend  to  raise  the  educational  tone  of  the 


where  the  children  have  to  attend  a  '  whole  country.  There  is  another  argu- 
school  which  is  nine-and-a-half  miles  away  \  ment  which  I  will  venture  to  use  in  con- 
from  the  nearest  secondary  school.  ;  nection  with  this  subject,  and  it  is  that 

'  this     system     is     extremely     bad     for 

*Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  In    efficient  teaching.     I  quite  agree  that  the 

my  constituency  some  of  the  children  are  I  system   under    which    these   pupils    are 

45  miles  and  upwards  from  the  nearest  i  learning  these   specific    subjects   savours 

secondary  school.  '  of  the  grant-earning  system,  but  I  confess 


Captain   SINCLAIR:    Now,  it  is  a 


that  I  do  not  see  any  other  alternative  if 
you  are  not  to  deprive  these  children  of 


fact  that  90  per  cent,  of  the  children  who  opportunities  of  further  education.  I  see 
have  attended  these  schools  for  the  last  i  no  other  alternative  under  the  present 
20  years  are  the  children  of  crofters  and  |  system  between  depriving  them  altogether 
ploughmen,  who  could  not  afford  to  send  of  opportunities  for  further  instruction  and 
their  children  such  a  distance  to  attend  j  allowing  them  to  have  that  instruction  in 
these  schools.  The  only  alternative  is  for  I  specific  subjects  provided  for  them  in 
these  parents  to  send  their  children  to  :  their  own  localities.  The  instance  which 
lodge  in  the  towns  where  the  secondary  |  I  have  quoted  is  only  one  of  a  number  <rf 
schools  arc  held  ;  but  it  is  perfectly  absurd  \  instances  which  can  be  quoted  from 
to  imagine  that  crofters  and  ploughmen  ,  counties  in  Scotland.  1  have  another 
can  bear  the  expense  of  sending  their  instance  just  as  strongfrom  my  own  county, 
children  to  lodge  in  towns  in  order  to  get  ■  in  which  the  Department  has  practically 
the  benefit  of  this  secondary  education,  j  stepped  in  and  said  "  These  children 
In  this  way  you  are  preventing  these  shall  not  have  any  further  education,** 
children  learning  these  specific  subjects  and  it  is  owing  to  the  influence  of  the 
and  you  are  doing  them  great  damage.  Department  that  these  children  are  sent 
No  one  will  deny  this  who  looks  ,  to  work  earlier  than  they  would  otherwise 
at  th(i  Papers,  and  I  can  quote  from  i  have  been.  The  old  problem  hero  is  the 
the  inspectors'  annual  reports  of  the  social  difficulty  to  which  my  hon.  friend 
Department  in  two  directions ;  in  has  alluded,  and  I  do  beg  the  right  hon. 
the  first  place,  to  show  the  value  |  Gentleman  to  notice  this  point,  because  I 
of  the  education  which  ciin  be  given  in  am  sure  I  am  justified  in  drawing  the 
these  elementary  schools  if  they  are  j  conclusions  which  I  have  drawn  from 
allowed  to  give  the  higher  education  to  the  reports  of  last  year  and  from  the 
promising  pupils  in  this  way  ;  and,  in  the  |  facts  which  I  have  just  put  before  the 
second  y)lace,  to  show  that  the  influence  Committee  and  the  general  trend 
of  the  Department  has  been  exercised  to  i  of  the  Jidministration  of  the  Department 
stamp  out  in  the  small  village  schools  the  But  there  is  another  bad  effect.  In  the 
teaching  of  specific  subjects  and  the  carry-  j  first  place,  you  are  drawing  a  distinction 
ing  on  of  the  education  of  pupils  beyond  ■  which  has  never  before  been  drawn  in 
what  is  the  maximum  of  efficiency  in  ■  Scotland  between  certain  classes  of  the 
education  which  the  Department  lays  j  population.  This  has  always  l)een  against 
down.  I  quite  see  the  importance  of  en- 1  the  wishes  of  Scotland,  for  she  does  not 
couragingthis  higher  education  in  popular  i  wish  that  our  efforts  should  l)e  confined  to 
centres,  but  when  the  Government  kills  elementary  education.  The  School  Boards 
all  private  enterprise  in  secondary  edu- 1  have  the  power,  and  their  efforts  should 
cation  it  should  place  within  the  reach  of  not  be  confined  to  the  provision  simply  of 
every  child  in  the  country  opportunities  elementary  education,  for  in  every  parish 
for  that  child  getting  such  further  educa- ,'  there  should  be  pro>'ision  made  for 
tion  as  the  piirents  desire.     In  my  con- ,  secondary  education.     May  I  say  a  word 

Copiain  Sinclair, 
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or  two  aliout  another  subject  which  '  tho  opportunity,  not  being  greatly  occu- 
illu8tratt8  my  cuiiu-ution  that  tho  in-  pie<l,  lu  put  things  in  onhM*,  antl  to  meet 
fluenco  of  the  Depfiitnieiit  is  not  exerciacnl  i  here  in  tliis  lionise  any  clitficuhii's  which 
very  wisi«ly  in  this  matter,  and  it  ih  time  existed.  1  hope  it  is  not  yet  too  latt* 
that  we  should  urge  upni  the  Government  !  to  ask  the  Government  to  reconsider  their 
that    it    is    necesaary    to  associate   loeal    decision^  and  to  either  introdtico  Ic^isla- 


knowledge  and  local  lubiiii  list  ration  with 
the  Department  in  adnunisterin^  educa- 
tion. It  iH  precisely  because  this  Minute 
of  the  27th  t»f  April  does  not  do  this  that  i 
I  take  objection  to  it^  fc»r»  after  all,  it  ia  a 
question  of  pdicy.  I  can  say  perfectly 
frankly  raysrif  that  1  never  ex|K'ct['d  any- 
thing else  from  the  Oepartnnnt  than  that 


lion  i)r  institute  an  inquiry  intf>the  whole 
siibjcct  of  Hi^eondary  educalinri  in  Scot- 
land. It  is  a  great  pity  that  the  Govcm- 
ment  will  not  take  advantage  of  the 
public  interest  in  the  matter  whicfi  now 
exisu.  We  have  here  thi*  bt\st  experi- 
erte  :  w*e  have  men  whn  have  m.V  on 
educational    eommittee.«i,    like    my    hon. 


it  would  apply  this  money  for  educ^ition  friend  tfn^  Membei  for  Alicrdeen,  who  luis 
on  some  such  lines  as  have  been  adopted.  \  had  experience  of  cdycatiorial  sy-stems  in 
There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  effect  |  all  parts  of  the  worlfl^  anrl  they   tell  you 


of  this  xMinute  will  be  to  place,  aa  it  was, 
intended,  iixue  power  and  more  influence 
in  the  hands  of  the  Department,  and  I 
can  perfectly  well  imagine  that  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  deems  that  to  be  the 
only  way  in  which  he  can,  i»y  gnxdually 
exerting  influence  in  one  diiection  and 
another,  ciwate  some  order  out  of  the 
chaos  into  which  secondary  education  has 
now  fallen  in  ScotlaiKl  It  is  perfectly 
ligitimatc  for  him  to  say,  *'  Here  I  am 
the  head  t>f  a  strotjg  Depjxrtment ;  I  am 
not  going  to  create  any  more  vested 
interests ;  but  I  am  going  to  gradually 
use  the  money  at  my  disposal  xs  a  lever  I 
to  get  the  authorities  to  simplify  the  \ 
confusion  that  exists,  and  to  cieate  some 


in  a  frien<l]y  manner  that  they  are  anxious 
to  help  and  that  you  ought  to  take  advan- 
tage of  this  c»j)j>iprt unity.  There  is  one 
other  point  t*>  whii  h  1  wiwh  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  (Jcntle- 
Fuan,  and  it  is  to  the  gap  which 
now  exists  in  Seotlar.d  because  of 
the  want  of  agii  cultural  id  neat  ion. 
There  could  not  he  a  better  illuj^tration 
of  the  present  unpatisfaetory  state  of 
tilings  than  the  watit  of  any  provision  for 
agriculttnal  education  ift  Scothmd.  As 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  knows, 
Secondary  Education  is  given  unfler  this 
Minute,  but  M  is  given  f»y  a  provision  of 
Parliament  administered  by  the  National 
Educatioti     Departmentp       Besitlea    that 


kind  of  <u*der  out  of  ehaas,"     Now,  it  is    there  are  funds  granted  by   the  County 
not  necessary  to  give  further  illustrations.      -  ■  -,.       . 

because  more  than  one  honourahle  Gentle- 
man has  shown  this  afternoon  clearly 
what  the  state  of  secondary  eduea,tion  is 
in  Scotlaml  Vou  have  over  *J00  authori- 
tios  administering  one  branch,  and  you 
httve  *18  mlmitustering  another  hranch, 
and  altogether  yoti  get  something  like  240 
different  educational  authorities  iti  Scot- 


Coiuraittces.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Partick  metitioned  the  various  itinerary 
courses  given  in  the  counties,  such  $is 
veterinary  instruction  and  dairy  instruc- 
tion, liut  they  have  no  communication 
or  dependence  upon  each  other,  and  are 
iiideptjjident  of  the  central  educational 
authority.  I  do  not  know  whether  we 
will     l>e     suceessftd     in      inducing     the 


land.  The  Ivlucatinn  l>ep;irtmcntsays  that  Government  to  reconsider  this  Nlinute, 
it  did  not  mean  the  Mimite  to  he  a  censure  but  perhaps  at  any  rate  they  will 
on  the  cciunty  committees,  and  that  it  was  reconsider  how  money  to  V)e  devoted  to 
im|X)ssible  for  it  tt>  have  taken  any  other  agricultural  instruction  is  to  lie  spent,  and 
action,  liut  I  should  like  to  point  out,  I  1  wish  to  (>oint  out  that  there  is  a  large 
from  the  very  history  which  the  Lord  i  tlisirict  in  the  enst  of  Scotland  wdiere  no 
Advwnte  has  laid  Iw^fore  us  to  day  of  the  provision  is  made  in  this  respect.  In  all 
various  Miimtes  which  were  published  the  country  up  the  east  coast,  from 
and  withdrawn,  that  what  the  Department  E<liid»nrgh  to  A>H?ideen,  there  are  only 
18  doing  may  tiot  be  a  censure  on  the  four  centres  to  whJth  money  is  given  for 
county  eommittees,  but  it  ia  a  censure  oti  the  pur|if»ses  of  agiicultural  instruction. 
the  last  recorded  ilecision  of  the  House  of  There  is,fnrinstance,no  provision  in  Perth- 
Commons  on  the  subjecL  Last  session  shire.  I  will,  however,  take  another  op por- 
tbere  was  a  strongly  expressed  opinion  on  tunity  of  snhmitting  that  poinL  Innlynow 
both  aides  in  favour  of  urging  the  Govern  wish  to  press  upon  the  attention  of  tho 
ment  to  be  more  cout^ageous  and  to  take  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Minute  of  tho 
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27th  April,  and  to  enter  my  protest 
against  the  policy  of  stamping  specific 
subjects,  and  not  providing  secondary 
education  for  children  whose  parents 
cannot  afford  to  pay  the  fees  demanded. 

*SiR  Wm.WEDDERBURN  (Banffshire): 
I  wish  to  say  that  there  is  a  very  strong 
feeling  in  my  constituency  in  regard  to  the 
distribution  of  this  £35,000.  The  County 
Committee  of  Secondary  Education  have 
met  to  consider  what  their  action  should  be 
with  regard  to  this  Minute  of  the  27th  of 
April,  and  it  appears  to  them,  not  that  the 
moHey  coming  under  that  Minute  is  in- 
suflBcient,  but  that  no  money  is  coming  to 
them  at  all.  They  naturally  feel  this 
very  greatly,  and  I  believe  they  are  going 
to  send  in  a  protest  to  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  with  regard  to  the  working  of 
this  Minute.  I  do  not  yet  know  the 
exact  grounds  upon  which  they  have 
gone  nor  the  particulars,  but  one  thing 
they  are  correct  in  considering,  and  that 
is  that  they  cannot  obtain  any  grant 
under  this  Minute.  I  have  a  hazy  recol- 
lection that  a  question  was  put  to  the 
Lord  Advocate  with  regard  to  this  grant. 
He  was  asked  whether  the  elementary 
schools  teaching  secondary  subjects  could 
obtain  a  grant  under  this  Minute,  and 
my  impression  is  that  he  said  there  was 
no  objection  to  a  grant  being  given  under 
this  Minute.  Perhaps  he  will  explain 
whether  that  is  the  case.  | 

*Mii.  A.  G.  MURRAY  :  There  may  be  | 
higher  grade  schools  which  ol)tain  no  i 
grant  under  the  code,  and  in  those  crises  ! 
they  would  receive  money  under  this  l 
Minute.  If  the  hon.  Member  means  can 
a  school  with  a  higher  grade  department,  j 
which  is  an  elementary  school,  taking  ! 
money  under  that  head,  participate,  it  i 
obviously  cannot  under  the  terms  of  the 
Minute  itself. 

♦Sir  Wm.  WEDDERBURN  :  Then  I 
am  afraid  the  county  committee  was  right 
in  believing  that  no  money  will  come  to 
them  at  all,  and  they  naturally  feel  that 
they  have  a  great  giievance.  The  county 
of  Banff  has  alwayd  held  a  very  high 
educational  position  among  the  counties 
of  Scotland.  In  fact,  I  think  I  may  say 
in  proportion  to  its  population  it  has  sent 
more  studentsdirect  to  the  University  than 
any  other  county  of  Scotland  ;  and  that  is 
mainly  owing  to  the  system  of  giving 
very   good   secondary  education    in  the 

Captain  Sinclair, 
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j  elementary  schools.     They  consider  it  is 
I  very  hard  that  they  should  be  penalised, 
'  because  with  the  resources  at  their  dis- 
I  posal    they    have    produced    such   m^ood 
results.     It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
I  even    supposing    there    is    a    secondary 
i  school  in  the  county  it  is  not  speciaUy  to 
the  advantage  of  the  poor  children,  or  the 
i  parents  of  the  poor  children  of  Banffshire, 
I  because  they  not  only  have  to  pay  for  the 
i  education,  which  they  gladly  do,  and  im- 
poverish themselves  to  do,  but  they  have 
to  board  and   lodge  their    children    at 
a     distance,      which   .entails     a     large 
additional  expense  upon  them.     Accord- 
ing to  our  view  of  the  case  the  system 
has  worked  very  weU  under  the  special 
conditions  of  the  county.    Our  record  is  a 
good  one,  and    very  distinguished    men 
have  taught  in  these  parish  schools.    I 
have  in  my  recoUection  at    the  present 
time  many  gentlemen  who  taught  in  those 
schools.    Masters    of  Arts,  and    men  of 
I  very    superior    attainments    indeed.      I 
I  may  mention  that  one  of  the  masters  in 
I  one  of  our  schools  was  our  lamented  friend 
Dr.  Wallace.    There  are  many  men  of  difr 
I  tinction,   and    they    have    sent  out  ez- 
I  tremely  creditable  students  to  the  Uni- 
I  versity.      From  that  point  of  view  my 
I  constituents  are  satisfied  with  the  present 
!  arrangement,  and  do  not  wish  to  alter  it ; 
I  and  they  do  feel  it  a  hardship  that  when  a 
:  considerable  sum  like  this  is  available  for 
I  secondary  education  it  should  not  go  in 
I  that  channel  in  which  it    is  at   present 
I  found  to  be  so  useful.     I  appreciate  the 
I  theory  on   which  the  present  Minute  is 
■  based — namely,  that  in  reorganising  and 
j  creating  a  good  system  of  secondary  edu- 
cation it  is  desirable  to  strengthen  and 
consolidate  really  strong  schools  in  par 
!  ticular  parts  of  the  country.     The  theory 
I  is  good,  and  I  notice  that  my  right  hon. 
friend   the   Member  for  Aberdeen    par 
ticularly  appreciates  it,  perhaps  because, 
as     it     happens,     Aberdeen     is    almost 
the  only    place   in    the   North   CouAtery 
which    obtains    a    single    penny    under 
the    present    Minute.       I  think    Aber 
docn  and    the    Academy    at    Elgin  are 
the  only  two  institutions  north  of   the 
Grampians  who  get  a  share  of  the  money. 
I   must   therefore    support   the    protest 
which  comes  from  the  local  authonties  in 
this    matter.      As    regards   the   generd 
question  I  sympathise  with  hon.  Gentle' 
men  on  ])oth  sides  of  this  House    who 
wish  all  the  sums  that  are  available  fot 
secondary  education  to  be  consolidated, 
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and  that  money   eh  all  be  used  in  aome  I 
reasonable   and  goml  and  simple  way  so  I 
that    it    may    be    undenstanded    of    the 
people,  which  is  nut  the  case  at  present, 
special  eonsideration  shoidd  be  given  to  i 
the      scheme   of    my    hori.     friend    the  [ 
Member  fur   the    Border  Burghs,  which  i 
was   put  before  the    country  last   year, 
when    he    showed    the    way    in    which 
the    ladder  could    be    completed    which 
would  take  the   ploughman's    son    from 
the     elementar}''     srhool      up     through 
the   secnndary   school    and    on    to    the 
university,  and  give  him  the  same  oppor- 
tunity as  the  son  of  the  richest  man  in  I 
the  land.     There  are  two  other  points  to  | 
which  I  should  like  to  allude ;  one  is  the  i 
new  duties  of  the  inspectors.     Under  the  ' 
amended  Code  it  han  been  pointed  out 
that   the   duties   of   the    inspectors    are  I 
much    more    difficult     and     rcsponsihlej  I 
they   will   not    be  sn  mechanical,  and    a 
greater  exercise  of  discri-^tion  ami   know-  ; 
Todee   will    be    required    than    has    been 
under  the  old  system.     I   think,   in  order  | 
that    an    inspector     should     have    that 
familiarity   with  the  subjuct  that  would 
enable  him  Uj  form  a  good  jmlgment,  it  is 
very  important  that  he  should  lie  familiar 
with    the    schools    themselves,    awl    for 
that    reason    it    is     desinible    that    the 
inspectors  should  bo  promoted  from  the 
ranks    of    the    most    successful   of    the 
teachers.      The  inspectors  may   lie  very 
learned  men  chosen  from  the  outside,  but 
they  might  have  a  difficulty  in  testing  and 
proving   the    children    if    they    had    not 
been   school   teachers    themselvefl.      The 
remaining   point  is   the   point    that    the 
hon.    Baronet    the     member   for    Kirk- 
cudbrightshire   referred     t<j,    which   was 
that    there    nee/ls    to    be    some    appeal 
in    the  case   of    teachers    dismissed    by 
the   school    lx)ards.     There   is  no  doubt 
t,hat  whether  or  not  the  teacher  in  the 
position  does  get  justice,   he    often   has 
the  feeling  that  lie  does  not  get  it,  and  it 
would    1x3    very    satisfactory    to   all    the 
teaehiui^    profession   if    there  was   some 
peaaonable  means  of  apjK^aling  from  the 
decisions  of  the  school   board.     \\Tiether 
that  could  l>e  done  liy  having  some  court 
of   appeal   formed    l»y    the    chairmen    of 
several  *School  Boartls,  and  making  those 
chairmen  the  couil  of  appeal  for  that  ]mr- 
ticuJar  group,  or  whether  it  could  l>e  done 
in  some  other  way,  I  think  it  would  be  in 
the  interests   of  the  teaching  profession 
that  there  sh<»uld  1k>  some  arraTigenient 
of    that    fiort.       If     the    school    bojinia , 
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were  grouped  together  there  would 
also  be  aw  opportunity  of  mo\ing  a  master 
from  one  place  to  another,  w^hich  might 
prove  Wiry  beneficial  where  a  difterence 
between  the  School  Board  and  the  teacher 
has  ansen.  In  conclusion,  I  can  only 
say  that  when  I  see  the  protest  that 
is  lM?iTig  brought  hy  the  G^umty  Com- 
mittee for  Secondary  Education  I  i-hdl 
be  in  a  better  position  to  know  their 
view.*!,  I)ut  that  as  at  present  ml  vised  I 
must  join  with  other  hon.  Memiiers  of 
this  House  in  saying  that  this  Minute  is 
V e ry  u  nsat  isf ac to  r  \' , 

Mil.  MONRO  FERGUSON  (Leith 
Biu'ghs) :  This  l)el>ate  has  been  of  unusu  il 
interest,  partly  because  of  the  statement 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site, and  |mrtly  because  of  the  critieisraa 
which  have  Ijeen  tlirected  against  the 
Ctxle.  There  are  two  {K>ints  to  vhich 
I  wisli  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Com* 
mittee,  erne  of  which  is  the  fear  that  has 
been  excited  in  the  minds  of  some  Sc!u)oi 
Boards  that  they  will  suffer  a  loss  of 
revenue  under  the  naw  Code.  The 
School  BoaiHl  of  Leith  have  made  re]>re- 
sentations  to  the  effect  that  they  feared 
they  would  sutler  consideml*lc  loss.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  have  ever  before  had  to 
present  a  local  grievance  to  the  House, 
but  the  tSehool  Boaixl  of  Leith  represent 
that  the  schools  of  that  district  would  sus- 
tain a  dimintition  in  the  amoimt  of  the 
gi^ant.  The  expenses  of  ediicJition  have 
gone  up  very  considerably,  and  while  the 
grants  have  been  increased  the  expenses 
have  inereasetl  to  a  very  much  greater 
extent,  and  under  the  new  Code  it  will 
not  be  ywssible  for  schools  to  earn  so 
much  m  formerly  if  every  school  and 
every  division  of  the  school  succeeded  in 
obtaining  the  maximum  grant.  Unless 
some  kind  of  achiition  is  made  to  the 
revenue  of  the  schools  in  Home  way,  the 
School  Board  of  Leith  will  bii  place: I  in 
very  considerable  dithculty.  Their  ex- 
pericTice  is  that,  after  providing  for  the 
Government  requirements,  arid  tiiking 
everything  into  consideration,  including 
assistance  and  rate  grants,  the  result 
dunng  the  last  ten  years  has  been  that 
they  have  only  just  paid,  and  they  are 
afraiil  that  the  state  of  things  cannot  be 
maintained  under  the  new  Code,  and  that 
they  will  Butl'er  loss.  The  School  Board 
rate  in  Leith  has  gone  up  during  the  last 
ten  or  eleven  years  from  f)d.  to  1  s.  2d.,  and 
a  very  great  strain  has  been  put  upon  the 
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community  in  order  to  carry  out  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Education  Department. 
Kepresentation  has  been  made,  and  it  has 
been  considered,  but  the  balance  has  not 
been  made  up  by  the  Department. 
I  mention  this  case  as  being  one  that 
may  be  taken  as  an  example  of  the  many 
difficulties  which  may  be  anticipated 
under  the  new  Code.  A  new  school 
has  been  opened  quite  recently,  and 
that  school  is  not  in  receipt  of  any 
grant  under  the  Code,  and  this 
is  regarded  as  a  great  hardship 
A  new  high  school  has  been  opened,  and 
it  is  feared  its  efficiency  cannot  be  main- 
tained if  the  grants  fall  so  far  short 
of  what  has  been  expected.  Therefore, 
this  question  of  the  effijct  which  may 
follow  on  the  reduction  of  the  grants, 
will  have  to  receive  consideration.  Of 
course  it  is  felt  all  the  more  because  we 
have  not  received  the  additional  sums 
which  have  l)een  recently  voted  for 
education  in  the  United  Kingdom.  There 
is  one  other  question  that  I  will  refer  to 
for  one  brief  moment,  and  that  is  the 
erant  towards  agricultural  education. 
Scotch  counties  have  far  less  money  for 
that  purpose  than  English  counties.  I 
need  not  go  into  the  details  of  the  case, 
because  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  knows 
them  better  than  I  do,  but  the  fact  re- 
mains that  there  is  much  less  money 
available  for  agricultural  education  in  Scot- 
land, and  it  consequently  becomes  almost 
impossible  to  ol)tain  anything  like  the 
facilities  for  education  which  have  been 
provided  by  such  a  school  as  that  esta- 
blished by  the  Bedfordshire  County 
Council  or  the  Northumberland  County 
Council.  In  France  and  Germany  agri- 
cultural schools  are  established  and  main- 
tained l)y  the  State.  Well,  as  the 
county  councils  in  Scotland  have 
not  the  recjuisite  funds  to  establish 
such  schools,  and  the  education 
allowance  falls  considerably  below  that 
made  to  England,  it  may  l)e  fairly  urged 
that  Government  must  give  a  more 
generous  allowance  than  £2,000  to- 
wards the  cost  of  agricultural  educa- 
tion in  Scotland.  We  believe  that  the 
present  institutions  might  be  improved, 
and  suggest  that  there  should  Ih)  in  Scot- 
land some  Government  farm  where  ex- 
periments could  be  carried  on.  In 
Germany  there  are  Government  esta])li8h- 
ments  where  the  science  of  forestry  is 
thoroughly  gone  into,  to  the  great  advan- 
tage   of    the    State.     In    Scotland    our 

Mr.  Monro  Ferguson. 


farmers  are  perfectly  well  qualified  by 
their  education  to  derive  the  full  benefit 
from  such  establishments,  and  considering 
the  falling-off  in  the  Government  allow- 
ance in  the  matter  of  education  we  are  at 
least  entitled  to  ask  that  a  few  more 
pounds  a  year  should  be  applied  to  the 
furtherance  of  the  great  agricultural  in- 
dustry in  Scotland. 

Mr,  CALD\Mi:LL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid): 
The  most  satisfactory  thing  in  connection 
with  Scotch  education  is  the  high  rate  oi 
the  school  attendance.  The  statistics  show 
that  the  parents  have  been  co-operating 
with  the  School  Boards  in  seeing  that  their 
children  are  kept  at  school.  I  find  that 
there  is  only  one  district  where  the 
inspectors  complain  under  this  head,  and 
that  is  in  a  northern  division.  As  regards 
school  attendance,  I  observe  that  the 
percentage  of  the  total  population  of 
Scotland  on  the  school  register,  which 
wiis  15-96  in  1886-7,  rose  to  17*23  in 
1897-8.  That  is  the  highest  point  which 
has  ever  been  reached.  The  average 
attendance  is  ecjually  satisfactory.  The 
average  attendance,  which  was  12*41  of 
the  population  in  1886-7,  rose  to  14*53 
per  cent,  in  1897-8,  or  a  rise  of  2*12  per 
cent,  on  the  total  population,  with  the 
result  that  the  average  attendance  com- 
pared with  the  register,  which  was  77*77 
in  1886-7,  has  increased  to  the  high 
point  of  84*32  in  1897-8,  or  a 
rise  of  6*65  per  cent.  This  shows  at  once 
that  the  parents  of  Scotland  have  been 
doing  their  duty  as  regards  sending  their 
children  to  school.  Complaints  have  been 
made  that  the  children  have  l>een  taken 
away  at  too  early  an  age.  Now  I  find,  if 
we  take  the  number  of  children  at  school 
over  13  years  of  ago  in  1898,  there  is  an 
increase  compared  with  the  preceding 
year  of  2,655,  or  4*36  per  cent.,  as 
against  1  *24  per  cent,  increase  on  the  total 
school  register.  There  are  no  statistics 
for  Scotland  except  in  respect  of  the 
State-aided  schools,  but  we  have,  fortu- 
nately the  statistics  for  Ghisgow,  and  the 
results  are  very  instructive.  The  total 
number  of  children  in  Glasgow  l>etween 
eleven  and  twelve  years  of  age  on  the 
roll  is  12,319,  and  the  number  in  attend- 
ance is  11,767,  or  a  deficiency  of  only 
552.  Between  ten  and  eleven  years  of 
age  only  457  of  those  on  the  roll  have 
failed  to  attend,  so  that  up  to  twelve 
years  of  age  there  is  practically  a  com- 
plete attendance.     Between  twelve  and 
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thirteen  we  have  this  remarkable  result ; 
that  fchero  are  12,6i0  children  in  Glasgow, 
and  9,754  on  the  register,  a  deficiency 
of  only  2,872,  Now  I  have  gone  into 
these  figures  mimitely  V'cause  they  have 
an  iniportant  hearing  uii  the  next  point 
that  I  am  going  to  c^ill  attention  to, 
and  that  is  the  decrease  in  the  upper 
standards.  The  children  are  going  as 
early  to  schawl  as  ever,  are  remaining 
longer,  and  are  attending  with  greater 
regularity.  What  are  the  edaeational  re- 
sult? ?  In  1898  there  was  an  increase  of 
2,251  children  over  the  number  presented 
to  the  insjR'ctor  in  the  pre\'ions  yesir.  Now 
we  find,  notwithstanding  this  increase, 
that  the  nnml»er  of  chililren  who  were 
presented  in  tlie  npper  standards,  i.f.^ 
Standard?*  IV,,  V,,  and  VI,,  shows  a 
decre^ise  of  1,757.  The  contention 
of  the  Scotch  Education  Department  is 
that  they  have  ctfected  a  change  in  the 
exumirmtion,  with  the  result  that  the 
children  are  now  being  pushetl  forward 
instead  of  being  kept  back,  but  the 
statistics  given  by  the  Department  show 
the  extra*  mil  nary  fact  that  whilst  the 
nunil)cr  sent  to  the  inspect* »r  last  year 
anioimted  to  an  increase  of  2,251,  the 
nundn^rs  pn'sentcd  in  Stsvnrkrds  IV.,  V., 
and  VI.  iR'tually  showed  a  decrease  of 
1,757.  Now,  I  venture  to  say  that  this 
result  is  dm*  to  the  change  of  policy  of 
the  De|iartnient  as  regards  the  exaniina- 
tions.  As  hits  been  pointed  ont,  in  1S72, 
when  School  Boards  were  esUihlishcd, 
there  was  individual  examination,  and  | 
that  ha<l  a  most  important  effect,  no  pay-  ! 
ment  Ifreing  given  except  for  an  actual  ! 
pass.  That  was  intended  to  be — and  in 
point  of   fact   was — -a   protection  to  the 

tioorcst  child  in  the  country.     The  object 
*arliamcnt  had  in  view  was  to  get  at  the 
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get  the  less  educated  ehildreri  to  pass  the 
examinations.  The  inspectors  approved  the 
change,  because  it  was  very  worrying 
work  foi'  thera  to  examine  every  child 
individually.  You  consequently  find  the 
teachers  and  inspectors,  baeked  up  1>y  the 
School  Boanls,  advocating  the  change, 
but  there  is  not  a  voice  to  be  heard  in 
favour  of  the  poor  fKirent,  who  wishes  to 
secure  that  his  child  shimtd  pass  his 
examination  with  the  other  children.  We 
were  told  that  the  result  of  the  change  of 
policy  would  l>e  that  the  clever  children 
would  be  pushed  forward.  But  the 
statistics  shrjw  that  instead  of  there  being 
more  children  in  the  upper  standards 
there  are  fewer.  I  have  irnestigatod  this 
matter  ever  since  the  j)olicy  was  changed, 
anil  I  find  in  the  case  of  CTlaagow,  where 
the  statistics  are  nearer  completion  than 
in  the  case  of  other  schools  in  Scotland, 
that  the  children  in  the  junior  dejjart- 
nients  take  a  hunger  time  to  get  into  the 
senior  departments.  The  teachers,  find- 
ing til  em  selves  relieved  of  the  pressure 
that  existed  under  the  previous  system, 
are  taking  things  more  easily,  and  itis  their 
policy  now  to  keep  the  children  as  long  as 
possible  at  school,  because  the  result  of 
the  Code  is  that  the  more  schools  keep 
back  children  the  more  money  they  ^dll 
earn,  the  payment  being  based  on  average 
attendartce.  Now  the  Depirtment  are 
making  an  imp<»rtant  change  as  regards 
the  carrying  out  of  the  law  of  compulsory 
attendance.  The  I^kluc^tion  Act  of  1872 
prescrihea  that  a  parent  should  not  be 
prosecuted  for  the  non-attendance  of  his 
child  at  school  if  he  passed  the  inspector's 
examination.  That  examination,  which 
is  prescribed  luitler  Section  73  of  the 
Education  Act,  is  a  very  simple  one,  the 
subjects  to  betaken  being  reading,  writ- 


lowest  tftnitum   of   the  population.     The  |  ing,   and  elementary  arithmetic.      Then 


we  come  to  the  Act  of   1883,   which  pre- 
scribes that  the  certiticate  to  be  given  by 
the     inspector     should     not     be     given 
unless    Standard    V.    is    passed.      Now 
for   years     the     inspectors     have     }»een 
passing  under  the  Cofle  of  Standard  V,, 
and  even   half-timers  have  been  able  to 
pass.     But  now  you  are  practiced  I  v  saying 
to  the  inspectors  that  they  are   to   put 
I  poorest  children.     Then  came  the  change    every  possible  obstacle  in  the  way  of  chil- 
[of    policy    which    established    collective  i  dren  receiving  the  labour  certilicate,  with 
[instead  of  individual  exandnations.       W'e  |  a  view  of  compelling  them  to  remain  at 
I  all  know  how  that  chatige  of  piAky  was    school  longer  than   the   law    practically 


Stiite    is    interestcKl    more    in    the    lower 
strata  of  the  population  than  in  the  upper, 
so  far  as  regards  matters  of  that  kind. 
However,  indi\idtial  examination  at  any 
ensured  that  no  payment  would  be  , 
for  any  child  unless  the  in.spector 
KduM  pass  that  ehihl  as  having  been  effi- . 
[  ciently  edueattxl  in  a  particular  standard,  I 
and  that  was  a  great  protection   to  the  | 
Then  came  the  change 


1  brought  about.     It  was  due  to  the  pies- 
Isurc  of  the  teachers,  who  felt   that  thev 


enjoms.       Let    us   see  what  those  stan- 
dards were.     Some  inspectors  pointed  out 
ork  to  lb  in  order  to    that  the  standards  were  such  that  a  chiir 
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could  easily  pass  two  standards  in  one  ; 
year,  so  that  even  Standard  V.  might  be  i 
reached  at  eleven  years  of  age.     You  are  I 
now   making    examination   more    severe  | 
than  the  Act   of   Parliament  authorises.  ! 
Nothing  could  be  worse  than  a  policy  of  , 
this  kind,  because  hitherto  the  parent  has  ; 
loyally  co-operated  with  the  School  Board.  ! 
If  you  want  to  make  a  change  in  the  law,  do 
it  by  legislation  in  the  usual  way  ;  don't 
discourage  a  child  who  has  attended  for 
several  years  at  school  from  getting  his 
certificate.     Formerl}'^  a  parent  knew   if 
his    child    did     not    pass    a    particular 
standard.     Now  he  does  not  know  until 
the  child  is  13,  when  he  wants  to  get  a 
labour  certificate,  and  then  he  discovers 
that  the  child's  education  has  been   neg- 
lected, and   that  he  is  not  able  to  pass 
Standard   V.     I   think   that   that   is   an 
exceeding   hardship   in   the   case   of  the 
poorer  class  of   the  community.     If  you 
insist  on  keeping  a  child  at  school  till  he 
is    14   years   of   age,   and    his   widowed 
mother  is  only  paid  la.  or  Is.  6d.  a  week 
from   the  parochial   board,    look   at   the 
misery  your  policy  entails.     It  may  be  in 
the  interest  of  education,  but  I  question 
very  mieh,  if  you  continue  that  child  at 
school    after    13,    when    he    has    made 
no  educational  progress,  whether  he  will 
do  anything  more  than  mark  time.     The 
effect  of  that  policy  has  been  that  you  are 
alienating  sympathy    so   far  as  a   great 
many  parents  are  concerned,  who  have 
been  anxious  to  co-operate  as  far  as  they 
possibly  could.     You   are  adopting  every 
means  to  keep  children  at  school,  but  you 
are  not  adopting  any  means  to   see  that 
the  children  are  being  educated.   Another 
subject  to  which  I  would  call  attention  is 
the  neglect  to  meet  the  demand  for  certi- 
ficated teachers.    I  willingly  recognise  the 
improvement  that  has  been  made.     But 
will  the  Lord  Advocate  say  that  the  im- 
provement is  anything  like  the  improve- 
ment   that    ought   to   be   made  ?     It   is 
impossible  to  get  a  sufficient  number  of 
certificated   teachers,   because  you  won't 
educate  in  your  training  colleges  as  many 
teachers    as     are     cjualified     to     enter. 
The    demand     of    the    country     is    for 
certificated      teachers,      and      you      are 
making,    and     seeking    to    maintain,    a 
monopoly     of    the  teaching    profession. 
There  are  only  one  or  two  other  matters 
which  I  am  going  to  refer  to.     If  there  is 
any  money  available  for  secondary  educa- 
tion you  ought,  in  the  first  place,  to  give 
it  to  those  schools  which  hitherto  have 

Mr,  Caldwell 


been  getting  money  for  charitable  endow- 
ments.    When  money  is  coming  in  to  be 
available    for    secondary  education,    the 
claim  of  the  charities  to  be  relieved  ought 
to  l)e  considered.     I  refer  in  this  instance 
to  the  case  of  Hutchisons'  Hospital,  and 
there  are  also  cases  in  the  town  of  Stirling. 
!  I  think  the  claims  of  those  charities  which 
:  bear  the  brunt  of  secondary  education 
!  when  no  other  funds  are  available  ought 
.  to  be  considered,  because  it  may  be  that 
:  their  income  has  largely  decreased  of  late 
i  years.     Another    matter    that    I    would 
1  refer  to — and    it  has    been    before  the 
j  Department  already — is  the  education  of 
tinker    children.      The    Lord  Advocate 

■  knows  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  that 
I  class  educated,  because  they  migrate 
I  from  place  to  place.  But  whether  they 
!  are  the  children  of  tinkers  or  not, 
;  something  ought  to  be  done  to  ensure 

their  education.  Another  point  for  con- 
sideration is  that  some  children — probably 

■  the  children  of  shepherds — are  living  a 
'  long  distance  from  the  schools.  It  would 
I  be  an  expensive  matter  to  establish  a 
;  school    of    teachers  to   "  take "  one,  or 

perhaps  two,  children  at  a  great  distance, 
'  and  it  has  been  suggested  tnat  the  Schod 
I  Board  ought  to  be  authorised  to  make  an 
;  allowance  for  the  expense  of  educating 
'  them  at  the  regular  parish  school,  which 
'  would  be  both  better  for  the  children,  and, 
;  at  the  same  time,  cheaper  as  far  as  the 
!  School  Board  was  concerned.  With  re- 
;  gard  to  the  secondary  education  scheme, 
I  all  I  have  to  observe  is,  that  the  state  in 

which  secondary  education  finds  itself  in 
'  Scotland  is  the  result  very  much  of  the 
I  policy  of  the  Department.  The  fiwt 
I  thing  the  Department  did  was  to  reduce 
.  the  efficiency  of  secondary  education 
'  in    the   schools,   and    to  endeavour,  by 

every  means  in  their  power,  to  attract 
I  children  from  the  private  schools.  Take, 
;  for  instance,  the  City  of  Glasgow. 
I  There  are  only  601  children  who 
I  have  not  been  attracted  either  to  ft 
;  State-aided  school  or  an  endowed  school, 
.  and  half  of  these  come  from  the  8U^ 
I  rounding  districts.  The  policy  of  the 
I  Department  is  to  set  up  secondary 
'  departments,    and    then    they    kill    the 

secondary     schools,    and     then,    haring 

encouraged  the  elementary  schools  to  set 
I  up  secondary  departments,  they  are 
I  going  to  turn  round  and  kill  the  ele- 
I  mentary  schools. 
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♦Sir  CIIAELES  CAMERON  (Glasgow, 
Brid^eton) :  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  a 
case  m  which  in  a  small  parish  [)00  children 
of  school  age  are  at  present  not  in 
attendance  at  school,  and  the  Department 
will  take  no  .steps  to  compel  the  School 
Board  to  provide  for  their  education. 
That  is  a  matter  urgently  requiring  the 
attention  of  this  Houie,  What  is  the  use 
of  talking  about  secontlary  educatiitn  or 
going  into  these  elaborate  statistics  when 
here  ytm  have  a  mass  of  cliildren  left,  so 
far  as  the  Department  is  concerned,  with- 
out any  education  whatever  1  I  have 
asked  repeated  questions  in  this  House 
aljout  the  matter,  I  refer  to  the  case  of 
children  in  the  Orphan  Homes  of  Scotland. 
These  schools  have  been  doing  a  great 
national  service.  I  am  luit  going  to  speak 
on  my  own  authority  ;  I  take  the 
t«5tiinot»y  tif  two  pulilic  documents.  Here 
is  what  is  said  about  them  in  the  Report 
of  the  l>epjirtmcntal  Committee  of  tlie 
Scotch  Office,  over  which  I  ha<l  the 
honour  to  presitle,  which  among  its 
mendjers  nnml>ered  the  rernument 
Under  Secretary  for  Scotland.  The 
Report  says  : 

"  Weiimwt  not  [lass  from  the  subject  of  refonna- 
toty  antl  iinlnstriHl  inHtitiitHms  witliout  a 
I'eference  U)  the  ♦^xcelk^nt  work  done  at  Mr. 
(^tiarrier^s  Or](I»iti  H^>Ui^^^.  Tht»H«  honics,  a 
inat^tnlioent  nuigf  of  ImiUliii^  sitiutteil  at  the 
HnJtiieof  Weir,  luive  lieen  t'onstnictetl  and  are 
maint*iin«4  hy  vdluotary  coatriliotionH. 
Althonirh,  if  Afr.  Qiiarri«r  ohnse,  he  iiu*;^ht 
ehriui  a.  UnmlHonm  dnnKtinn  fn>m  tlie 
Education  <intnt.  lie  iufornieil  us  that  \w 
prefers  to  kceji  himself  entirely  free  fmni 
iiovernuient  interferenee  nn*\  eontrul.  The 
average  daily  mind»er  of  fliihlren  resident  at 
the  Iionic's  is  about  1/3 K>,  while  Uiat  in  the 
reform  a  tontscliool.H  in  Scotland  is  87*2,  and  in  the 
industrial  scIpxjIs,  4,873— to^? ether  5,745." 

1  will  not  read  the  entire  extract,  but  the 
Report  saya  that,  although  this  work  Is 
conducted  at  no  cost  whatever  to  the 
State,  a  much  lietter  result  is  shown  in  the 
children  sent  out  from  these  schools  than 
in  the  cjifte  of  the  clnldren  sent  out  from 
reformatory  or  industrial  schools.  An 
institute  that  does  such  work  as  that,  and 
deals,  without  any  cost  whatever  to 
the  State,  with  aliout  one-fourth  of  the 
children  dealt  within  the  reformatory  and 
indiifltrial  schools,  ileserves  well  of  the 
country.  Nor  is  that  tiie  only  teslimony. 
In  the  Report  of  the  Ik>ard  of  Supervidon 
for  1887-88  there  is  a  memorandum  from 
one  of  the  inspectors  highly  approving  the 
work  done  by  these  schools,  and  sug- 
iting  that  Parochial   Boards  should  l>6 


allowed  to  give  subscriptions  to  them,  in 
order  to  enable  them  to  do  their  work 
more  efficiently  and  more  cheaply.  The 
Boar^l  of  Supervision  rogict  that  it  would 
not  be  legal  for  that  course  to  bo  adopted, 
but  express  the  opinion  tliai  an  extension 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Act  of 
1845  to  other  institutions  than  those 
therein  specified  would,  under  proper  con- 
trrtlj  l^e  very  lieneficiaL  The  Government 
have  not  piid  any  heed  to  that  reconmieii' 
dation.  On  the  contrary,  any  attempts 
on  the  part  of  the  Parochial  Board  to  give 
donations  in  support  of  these  schools  has 
been  surchargetl  Until  very  recently 
these  homes  had  not  been  assessed  for 
rates.  The  schools  being  niai?itairied  by 
the  generosity  of  the  public,  and  Mr. 
Quarrier  not  asking  for  any  assistance 
from  public  funds,  no  rates  were  levied  on 
the  8c  h  oo  I  s*  Recen tly  the  1  ega  1  i  ty  o f  t  h  at 
was  tested,  and  the  Court  of  Session  held 
that  it  Wtis  illegal  to  grant  the  exemption. 
That  being  the  law,  when  Mr.  Quarrier 
found  that  his  homes  were  to  be  assessed  for 
education  and  other  rates  heconsidercilthat 
ho  was  entitled  to  claim  for  the  children  in 
his  homes  the  rights  of  a  ratepayer,  and 
have  them  educated  at  the  pid  jfic  expense, 
as  are  children  elsewhere.  So  farliack  as 
April  he  asked  the  School  Iif)ard  to  pro- 
vide  edue^tioii  for  them,  tiut  they  declined. 
He  wrote  to  the  Scotch  Etiucation  Depirt- 
ment  as  to  what  steps  should  Ik?  tiiken, 
ami  on  the  ad  Wee  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Dejxirtmerit  he  wrote  to  the  School  Board 
asking  them  to  take  over  the  education  of 
these  children.  The  clerk  wrote  Imck 
refusing  to  do  so.  On  the  receipt  of  that 
letter  Mr.  Quarrier  again  wrote  to  the 
Education  Department,  who  replied  that 
tliey  could  not  deal  with  the  question 
until  they  were  assured  that  the  children 
had  been  refused  admission  on  ''other  than 
reasonable  grounds.'  What  the  reason- 
able  grouncls  are  Mr.  Quarrier  could  not 
understand  J  anrl  until  this  day  he  hag 
never  had  any  information  with  regard 
to  it.  Later  on  Mr,  Quarrier  ma*le  a 
formal  apphcation  and  received  an 
othcial  refusal  He  gave  notice  that  ho 
would  l>ring  his  children  to  the  school  and 
demand  admission,  He  did  so,  and  the 
clerk  formally,  on  behalf  of  the  School 
Board,  refused  to  admit  them.  Mr. 
Quarrier  naturally  lays  stress  on  the  fact 
that  he  has  educated  a  very  large  numlKjr 
of  children  belonging  to  the  pcirish,  there- 
by largely  relieving  the  rates.  He  has 
now  been  obliged  to  pay   education   and 
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poor  rates  for  four  years  back  ;  he  had  j  Mr.  Quarrier^s  Homes  having  been 
to  pay  over  £200  in  the  matter  of  educa- 1  made  chargeable  to  the  parish.  As  a 
tion  rates,  and  altogether  he  has  had  to  !  matter  of  fact  that  was  the  case  of  an 
pay  about  £1,000  in  local  rates.  Under  i  imbecile  that,  when  it  grew  up,  became 
these  circumstances,  I  say  he  is  entitled  to  |  uncontrollable,  and  went  back  to  its 
the  same  rights  as  any  other  ratepayer.  On  :  friends  ;  the  friends  put  it  on  the  parish 
the  25th  April  I  asked  the  Lord  Advocate  i  somewhere  in  Glasgow,  and  the  Glasgow 
a  question  on  the  subject ;  and  he  told  me  i  parish  found  it  had  a  settlement  in  Iwen- 
that  Jis  a  matter  of  fact  no  child  had  been  |  frewshire,  and  sent  it  down.  That  was 
refused  admission.  On  the  19th  May,  i  perfectly  legal.  If  I  were  to  take  a  child 
the  formal  application  having  been  re- '  which  through  some  misfortune  had  to  go 
fused,  1  again  asked  the  Lord  Advocate  a  '  upon  the  parish,  the  same  thing  might 
question,  and  he  told  me  it  was  undesir- 1  occur.  But  that  has  nothing  whatever  to 
able  to  make  any  stiitement  beyond  that  i  do  ^vith  the  right  of  a  ratepayer  to  de- 
the  matters  would  receive  the  careful  at- 1  mand  free  education  from  the  School 
tention  of  the  Dcpirtment.  I  then  !  Board  for  children  while  they  are  liring 
suggested  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- '  in  the  district,  and  are  inmates  of  the 
man  and  the  Department  would  not  house  in  respect  of  which  rates  are  de- 
enforce  the  education  of  the  children  by  i  manded.  I  do  not  want  to  labour  the 
the  School  Boaixl,  would  it  not  ])e  possible  i  question,  but  I  am  anxious  to  find  out 
to  pass  some  legislation  Jis  recommended  i  what  excuse  may  be  alleged  by  the 
hy  the  Board  of  Supervision,  or  to  legalise  Department  for  this  flagrant  neglect  of  its 
the  exemption  of  such  an  institution  from  '  duty  to  enforce  upon  the  School  Board 
the  rates  ?  I  did  not  get  any  answer  to  the"  provision  of  education  for  these 
that  question.  The  matter  is  always  under  j  children.  By  way  of  raising  the  question 
consideration.  What  is  the  insuperable  ;  in  a  concrete  form  I  beg  to  move  to 
crux  of  the  legal  difficulty  in  this  case  j  reduce  the  vote  before  the  House  by 
that  it  requires  two  months  to  solve  ?,  £450,  being  the  amount  which  is  payable 
Does  or  does  not  the  Department  intend  ,  under  the  education  grant  to  the  School 
to  enforce  upon  the  School  Board  the  .  Board  of  Kilmalcolm, 
education  of  these  children  ?   As  a  matter  |  j  i-w        . 

of  fact  the  accommodation  belonging   to  I      Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed— 
the  School  Board  is  not  sufficient  for  these  |      «  ^hat  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £701,411,  be 
children.       I    believe  the    School    Board    granted  for  the  said  8er\'ice. "—(^'ir  ChaHu 
provides  accommodation  for  600,  and  has  i  Cameron.) 
some  390  in  average  attendance.     But  in 

these  Orphan  Homes  there  is  ample  ;  *Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY :  Perhaps  it 
school  accommodation,  where  the  children  would  be  convenient  that  I  should  at  once 
have  been  satisfactorily  educated.  The  answer  the  point  which  has  l)een  raised 
schools  have  been  praised  by  the  inspec-  '  by  the  hon.  Memljer.  I  do  not  know 
tors,  and  nothing  could  be  l)etter  for  '  how  far  the  Committee  are  cognisant  of 
educational  purposes.  Mr.  Quarrier  is '  the  matters  affecting  Mr.  Quarrier's 
perfectly  willing  to  let  the  School  Board  '  Homes,  but  I  certainly  do  not  think  the 
have  them  at  a  reasonable  rent,  so  that '  hon.  Baronet  is  quite  correct  in  some  of 
there  is  no  difficulty  about  accommoda-  the  terms  he  has  used  concerning  them. 
tion  ;  the  accommodation  could  be  had  to-  '  First  I  may  wiy  that  I  am  quite  at  one 
morrow.  Now,  Sir,  the  rates  paid  on  Mr.  '  with  the  hon.  Baronet  in  giving  a 
Quarrier's  Homes  work  out  quite  as  high  \  very  warm  testimony  to  the  Ijonetit  that 
as  those  paid  hy  the  working-class  popu- 1  these  Homes  have  been.  1  have  no  wish 
lation.  He  has  the  right  which  every  !  to  detract;  on  the  contrary,  I  have  the 
citizen  has  of  demanding  education  for  '  strongest  wish  to  add  my  testimony  as  to 
the  children  under  his  care.  It  is  said  I  the  good  services  and  most  self-denying 
that  he  brings  waifs  and  strays  into  the  '  industry  and  zeal  that  Mr.  Quan'ier  has 
parish.  As  long  as  he  was  left  alone  he  rendered  to  the  State  by  doing  what  he 
was  content  to  look  after  the  waifs  and  has  done  for  the  poor  and  castaway  popu- 
strays  and  pay  for  their  education,  and  to  '  lation.  But  when  one  has  said  that>  I 
relieve  the  parish  of  every  charge  in  \  deplore  that  Mr.  Quarrier  has  taken  up 
regard  to  them.  The  hon.  'Member  for  |  his  present  position,  and  has  tried  to  bring 
Renfrewshire  has  a  story  about  some  to  the  test  what  is  really  a  legjd  question 
iml)ecilc    child    brought    up   in   one    of    in  a  way  in  which  the  only  sufferers  will 

Sir  Charh'S  Cnmeron. 
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be  the  children  themselves.  The  hort 
Baronet  mare  than  once  nsed  the  phrase, 
**as  long  fUj  he  was  hift  ahjne/'  Bnt  he  is 
aetii»g  upfjti  n  mistjiken  view.  An  exemp- 
tion Inwl  lieen  nnwle  to  the  Honi08  in  res- 
pect of  rates,  and,  as  you  have  lieun  told, 
the  point  wns  hronght  heforo  the  Conrt 
of  Session,  wliere  it  was  declared  that 
the  exemption  Was  ilh^j^al.  When  that 
was  done  tliere  was  really  no  room  for  free 
action  afterwanls  ;  the  anthonties  could 
only  enforce  the  law.  If  the  hon.  Baronet 
thinks  that  h  is  a  proper  thing  that  hrimes 
of  this  clasps  fihould  be  exempt  from  rates, 
the  present  law  preventing  that  exeiupiion^ 
the  only  thiijg  for  him  to  do  i«  to  try  to 
pass  a  Bill  in  this  Housi'  altering  that 
law.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  wonld 
Ije  altogether  an  easy  thing  to  do,  because, 
really,  there  are  considerations  on  the 
other  side.  It  is  all  very  well  to  think 
that  persons  who  act  in  that  pirticidar 
way  shonld  be  exempt  from  rates,  but 
there  are  other  considerations,  and  the 
same  considenitions  which,  in  the  pa^t, 
have  deterred  thit^  House  from  exempting 
public  buildings  of  v^arious  eharactei^ 
ln>m  the  piyment  of  rates  would  also  induce 
many  persons  to  say  that  even  sueh  a 
noble  object  as  this  is  not  a  refison  why 
"Je  property  should  be  exempt  from 
It  is  no  go(xl  hiying  any  Ijtame 
upon  the  locjd  authority  for  not 
leaving  Mr.  yuarrier  alone,  or  because 
they  have  simply  carried  out  the 
decision  of  the  Court  of  Session. 
If  they  had  acted  ♦otherwise  they  would 
have  been  surcharged,  so  that  they  had 
absolutely  no  choice  in  the  matter. 

♦SikCFSAKLKS  CAMEKOX:  Iqtnte 
admit,  and  1  did  admit,  that  the  decision 
of  the  Court  of  Session  left  the  loe^l 
authority  no  option  in  the  matter.  But 
Mr.  Qimrrier  having  been  placid  in  this 
l^al  position  demands  his  legal  remedy, 

*Mr,  a.  G.  MUHBAY:  If  Mr. 
Quarrier  demarids  his  legal  remedy  it  is 
a  very  unbirtiuiate  thing  that  the  way  in 
which  he  tries  t*)  obtain  what  he  cfdls  his 
legal  remi'dy  is  by  leaving  suddeidy 
nearly  a  thousand  children  uneducated. 
There  are  ways  of  raising  legal  questions, 
and  if  Mr.  Quarrier  thinks  he  has  aright 
to  the  education  of  these  children  he 
would  have  been  l>etter  ad\ised  to  have 
raised  the  pjint  by  the  ordinary  process 
of  law.  But  he  does  no  such  thing,  He 
simply  says,  *'  I  will  stop  educating  these 
diikiren  whom  I  have  educated  all  these 


years,  and  I  will  call  uprju  the  School 
Board  to  erlncate  them  instead."  Very 
well,  what  does  the  School  Board  say  % 

I  The  Sc1km/1    Board  says,  ''  Although  we 

I  are  perfectly  willing  to  provide  out  of 
the    rates    for  what  may  be   called  the 

I  noiTual  population  of  our  jiansh,  we  d*» 

I  not  see  that  we  should  be  suddenly  ealied 

I  upon  to  pi  o vide  education  for  a  set  of 
children  who  have  nothing  tti  do  with  the 
parish,  but  who  are  simply  impnrt etl  into 
the  parish.'  The  hon.  Baronet  has 
all  along  assumed  that  Mr.  Quarrier  has 
a  legal  right  to  call  upon  the  Suhool 
Boanl  to  educate  these  children.     All  I 

!  can  say  is  that  that  is  a  questiem  which 

I  has  inner  yet  been  decided  in  this  form, 
and  that  is  the  question  wliich  is  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Kdn  cation  De- 
partment.   I  am  not  going  to  say  t tonight 

,  in  this    House  precisely   what  view  the 

j  Education    Department    adopt    upon  the 

!  matter,  but  I  am  in  a  position  to  say  that 
the   view   of  the  Education    Department 

I  will  certainly  be  communicated  to  Mr. 
Quarrier  without  undue  delay.  I  do  say, 
however,  that  the  hon.  Baronet  must  not 
take  it  for  granted  that  there  is  any  such 
legal  right  as  he  a&sirme'!*.  The  poiru  has 
not  beeii  decide<l  in  this  particular  form, 
but  so  far  ils  1  can  see  the  decision  rather 
points  the  other  way.     I   [irefer  n<jt  to 

!  say  more  upon  this  subject,  but  it  is  quite 
obvious   that    there    are    two    questions 

I  which  arisLv.     The   Hrst  is  whether   Mr. 

i  Qhiarrier  has  a  right  to  demand  free 
education  for  these  children.  If  he  has 
that  right  it  sliould  be  \indicated  hy  him 

I  in  a  court  of  law,  anil  not  by  leaving 
these  children  uneducated.  If  there  is  no 
such  right,  then  a  question  of  discretion 
may  aiise,  hut  it  cannot  well  arise  until  the 
legal  question   has  W^en   settled  one  way 

I  cH-  another.  Therefore  I  fail  to  see  what 
the  hon.  Baronet  calls  the  clear  tluty  of 
the  Department  in  tliis  ease,  because  un- 
doubtedly the  question  is  a  \Qry  novel 

!  one.  It  is  a  very  serious  one  for  a  parish 
in  Scotland,  especially  such  a  pirish  as 
this,  to  lie  suddirily  called  up<ai  t-o  pro- 

,  vide  for  the  eilucation  of  a  large  iiund*er 
of  children  in  this  way.  The  matter, 
however,  is  not  one  which  can  be  put 
forwanl   as  a  grievance   against  the  ad- 

I  ministration  of  the  Department ;  it  is 
rather  owing  to  the  mistaken  action  of 
an  otherwise  very  worthy  man. 

Mr.   COLYILLE  (Lanarkshire,  N.K): 
There  is  a  purely  equitable  question,  aa 
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well  as  a  legal  question,  in  this  matter.  Mr. 
Quarrier  has  for  years  conducted  a  most 
excellent  institution  for  the  orphans  of 
Scotland,  and  he  has  until  recently  been 
permitted  so  to  do  without  being 
chargeable  for  these  rates.  Now  that  the 
Court  of  Session  has  decided  that  he  must 
pay  full  rates  upon  the  institution,  he 
very  naturally  contends  that  there  ought 
to  bo  a  corresponding  provision  for  the 
education  of  his  children.  It  will  not  do 
for  the  Lord  Advocate  to  tell  us  that  this 
is  a  matter  entirely  in  the  discretion  of 
the  Education  Department.  -Parliament 
has  surely  some  control  over  the  Educa- 
tion Department.  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  if  the  decision  of  the  Education 
Department  should  be  contrary  to  the 
interests  of  Mr.  Quarrier  and  the  orphan 
children,  it  will  })e  very  much  the  worse 
for  the  present  Government,  who  are  the 
masters  of  the  Education  Department. 
There  is  surely  a  clear  point  of  equity  in 
Mr.  Quarrier's  claim  that,  if  it  is  insisted 
that  he  shall  pay  full  legal  rates  upon  his 
buildings,  those  rates  ought  to  bring  with 
them  the  right  to  have  his  children 
properly  educated,  more  especially  as  he 
has  made  such  a  liberal  offer  to  the 
School  Board  in  regard  to  the  premises  he 
has  erected  for  the  purpose  of  educating 
these  children.  I  ti-ust  that,  notwith- 
standing the  remarks  of  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate, the  Education  Department  will  see 
that  their  interest,  as  well  as  their  duty, 
lies  in  the  direction  of  making  adequate 
provision  for  the  children  in  the  orphan 
homes  of  Scotland. 

*Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs) : 
I  desire  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Lord  Advocate  to  the  peculiar  position 
of  two  very  ancient  charities  in  the 
Burgh  of  Stirling,  known  as  Cowan's 
Institution  and  Spitals  Hospital.  These 
charities  were  founded  in  the  beginning 
or  middle  of  the  17th  century,  and  their 
object  was  to  enable  the  trustees  to  pro- 
vide for  the  decaying  members  of  an 
institution  in  Stirling.  For  something 
like  two  centuries  these  charities  were 
enabled  to  provide  for  those  require- 
ments, but  in  1882,  when  the  in- 
come of  the  charities  amounted  to 
£1,400,  the  Charity  Commissionersjinter- 
fered  and  deprived  the  charities  of  some 
i>700,  giving  that  amount  to  one  of  the 
schools  in  Stirling  for  the  purposes  of 
education.  The  position  in  which  the 
charities   stand   is    a  very  peculiar  and 

Mr,  Colville, 


awkward  one,  because  they   have   now 
claims    for     pensions    which    they    are 
totally    unable     to     satisfy.       In     fact, 
owing    to     the     falling     away    of    the 
revenues  arising  from  the  action  in  ques- 
tion, a  numl>er  of  persons  who  othervrise 
would  be  provided  for  by  these  charities 
are   thrown   upon   the   rates.     It  seems 
to    me    that,   inasmuch  *  as    Parliament 
has    provided     considerable     sums     for 
the  purpose  of  supplementing  education, 
'  this  sum   of  money,    which     has    been 
I  diverted  from  its  original  use,  and  given 
I  to    education    at    a    time    when    fimds 
which  are  now  available  for  educational 
purposes  were  not  available,  might  be  re- 
funded and    re-applied    to    its    original 
!  charitable   purpose.     Now,   of  course,  I 
■  may  be  told  by  the  Lord  Advocate  that 
he  has  no  power  to  dispose  of  the  scheme 
which  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  Charity 
'  Commissioners,  but  I  suggest  to  the  risht 
hon.  Gentleman  that  in  the  forthcoming 
Bill  for  secondary  and  technical  education 
j  a  clause  might  be  inserted  which  woukl 
restore  the  deflected  £700  to  the  charities 
to   which   the  sum   originally   belonged. 
Passing  from  that,  I  wish  to  touch  upon 
!  a  question  which   has   caused  some  dis- 
content in    Scotland ;     I    refer    to  the 
question  of  the  superannuation  of  teachers. 
i  There  is  considerable  discontent  among 
I  the     existing   teachers    of  Scotland   in 
respect    of  the    Superannuation  Act  of 
'  1898.      I   understand  that  the  greatest 
amount  that  any  teacher  can  expect  to 
'  receive  under  that  Act  is  about  £40  per 
,  annum.     It    will   be  admitted   by   hon. 
Members  of    the   Committee   that  that 
is  a  very  small  sum  indeed  with  which 
to  pension  a  man  who  has  spent  his  whole 
life  in  the  tuition  of  the  young.     The 
'  discontent  which   the   existing    teachers 
I  feel   is  aggravated  by  the  consideration 
that  future  teachers  will  receive  double 
that  amount.     It  might  surely  be  possiUe 
in  some  manner  or  other  for  the  Lord 
I  Advocate  to  remove  a  great  deal  of  the 
discontent.     I  thuik  it  might  be  possible 
'  for  him,  if  he  chose,  to  enable  the  School 
I  Board  to  supplement  the  pension  which 
these  teachers  ar's   promised  under  the 
Superannuation  Act.     That  suggestion  is 
i  strengthened     by    the    reflection     that 
previous  to  the  Act  of  1898  the  School 
Boards  were  enabled  to  pension    their 
!  teachers.    It  would  not  only  be  generous 
but  wise  to  remove  that  feeling  of  dis- 
content which  undoubtedly  exists  amon£ 
the  teachers  in  the  schools  of  Scothna. 
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With  regard  to  the  Minute,  I  do  not 
wish  to  detoin  the  House  by  reiterating 
arguments  that  have  been  pressed  on  tbe 
Lord  Advocate  from  both  sides  of  the 
House.  1  will  only  s^iy,  if  the  minds 
of  the  Lord  Advocate  and  the  Scotch 
Department  had  not  l>een  fully  made  up 
with  regard  to  the  Minute,  they  must  be 
very  much  impres:5ed  by  the  unanimity  of 
the  Committee  upon  this  point. 

♦Mr,  RENSHAW  :  I  should  not  have 
intervened  in  this  discussion   had  it  not 
been  for  the  remark  of  the  hon.  Baronet 
as  to  the  facts  with  regard  to  the  rating 
of  this  Home.      Being  a  member  of  the 
County  Council,  I  feel   I  should  not  be 
doing  my  duty   if  I  did    not   state   the  ! 
facts  here  to-day .     For  nniny  years  every  \ 
effort  has  been  made  to  prevent  putting 
up  the  rates  on  this  Home,  and  I  believe 
the   valuation  now    is  very  mucli  lower 
than  if  it  w^us  an  ordinary  rateal*le  pri> 
perty.      The    Kilmalcolm  \Sihool    Board  | 
suggests  that  there  is  a  question  as  to 
whether  they  are  lia!)Ie  with   regard   to 
the    education    of    the    Quarrier    Home 
children.     The  question  is  a  very  simple 
one,  and  I  should  jnat  iike  to  remind  the 
Committee  what  that  (piestion  is.     The 
parish  is  an  agi*icultural  t^ne,  with  a  small 
valuation,  and  during  the  last  twenty  or 
thirty  years  villas  have  l>een  built,  and  a 
villa  population  has  come  drjwn  to  settle 
there,     Mr.  Quarrier  s  Homes  have  been 
erected  in  the  parish,  with  1,200  ehildren, 
and  at  the  present  nunnent  there  is  in  the 
course  of  erection  a  Seamen^s  Home,  operj 
to  all  Scotland,  which  will  hold  200  or  300 
people.     I  do  not  suppose  that  the  whole 
of  this  subject  yields  in  rates  £80   per 
annum  for  educational  purposes:    yet  it  i 
is  suggested  that,  beciuse  1,400  children  | 
are  settling  down  in  that  parish,  that  that  i 
rural    parish   is   to   bear   the   burden   of 
educating  all  these  children,    who   come  | 
principally   from   the   great    towns    and  , 
centres  of  Scotland,  J»ecanse  the  proposal 
of  Mr.  Quan-ier  would  eumpel  this  parish 
to    educate    these    childi'en,    and    pbice 
a  burden  upon   the  parish  which  is  (|uite 
out  of  prop«:>rtion  to   the  ability  of  the 
parish.     I  believe   that  the    Kilmalcolm  : 
SchcMj>l  Board  is  quite  within  its  right  in 
resisting  this  proposal,  and  1  hope,  if  Mr.  | 
Quarrier  takes  the  cotirse  suggested   by  , 
the  Lord  Advocate  and  tries  thisrpicstion 
in  a   court  of  law,  that  it  will  be  found 
that  no  such  responsibility  rests  upon  the 
pansb. 


I  *Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW :  I  must  not  be 
supp<Ksed  in  any  sense  to  be  now  de- 
fending the  action  of  Mr,  Quarrier  in  the 
j  matter  of  assessment.  My  own  opinion 
is  that  any  institution,  be  it  educational, 
rehgious,  charitable,  or  otherwisL-,  if  it  be 
heriuble  property  in  Scotland.,  otight  to 
pay  its  rates  along  with  other  heritable 
property  in  the  country.  But  the  point 
raised  under  this  Code  is  a  serious  one 
with  regaixi  to  thcKe  ])ariHh  homes,  having 
regaixl  to  the  cornpnls^ory  character  of 
education  in  Scotland.  As  I  iniderstand 
the  eircumsUmces,  these  children,  from 
i  whatever  place  they  come,  are  resident  in 
the  parish  of  KibiMdcolm,  and  it  is  per 
feetly  true  it  is  a  great  hardship  to  the 
parish  that  it  should  have  to  educate 
them.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are 
many  cases  in  Scotland  of  hardship  not 
quite  m  great,  perhaps,  b\it  of  a  sinular 
character.  I  understand  that  the  Educa- 
tion Department  ought  to  c run  pel  the  law 
to  be  olieyed  in  the  sense  that  no  child 
shall  l>e  allowed  to  escape  t  rtmpulsory 
education.  If  there  are  financial  diffi- 
culties in  different  parishes,  then  there 
is  a  case  for  the  Department  t<>  interpose  ; 
and  if  a  Statute  is  required,  that  is  a 
question  which  the  Government  must 
address  itself  to.  The  p<»int  with  regard 
to  this  particular  parish  is  whether  the 
Education  Department  i^  to  .*?tand  in  the 
position  of  pi  rmitting  what  is  a  temporary 
and  may  be  a  permanen  t  negation  of  the  com- 
pulsory character  of  education  in  Scotland. 
I  totally  object  to  have  it  stated  in  this 
House  that  it  is  possible  in  a  case  of  this 
kind  to  avoid  that  rigour  which  is  a  most 
wholesome  rigour  of  the  law,  and  which  is 
necessary  to  enable  the  Department  to 
compel  the  education  of  these  children. 

Sir  JOHN  KLKLOCH  (Perthshire  K)  : 
On  behalf  of  Perthshire  I  rise  to  enter 
into  the  protest  which  has  been  made 
against  the  Minute,  and  to  join  in  the 
general  condemnation  i>rought  against 
the  Mirnite  of  the  27th  of  April  The 
secondary  departments  of  our  8eh«>o!s  are 
to  be  exehided  from  participating  in  this 
grant,  and  in  a  county  like  Perthslnre 
that  is  a  very  serious  question.  The 
higher  class  schools  in  Perthshire  cannot 
meet  their  difficulties,  and  Perthshire 
is  a  typical  example  of  bow  this 
Minute  will  work.  The  Committee 
of  the  County  divide  the  ri»uiity  into 
eight  divisions,  the  names  of  which  are 
familiar  to  every  one  of  us,  and  the  effect 
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of  that  arrangement  has  been  that  it 
worked  well,  and  each  school  got  its 
share.  Now,  instead  of  that  the  schools 
of  Perthshire  are  snul)l>ed  and  discouraged 
by    the    Minute  ;   l)ut  I  sincerely   hope 


money  back  bit  by  bit.  Now  in  Scotland 
one-seventh  of  our  children  are  in 
Voluntary  schools,  the  other  six-sevenths 
are  in  Board  schools.  In  England  four- 
sevenths  are  in  Voluntary  schools,  and 


that  even  now,  after  the  Lord  Advocate  I  only  three-sevenths  are  in  Board  schools, 
has  seen  the  strong  opinion  of  the  Com- ,  The  Government  then  brought  in  a  Bill  to 
mittee  upon  this  question,  it  will  not  be  '  give  5s.  a  head  to  every  child  in  the 
too  late,  and  that  the  Education  Depart-  Voluntary  schools,  and  they  came  to  the 
ment  will  still  find  time  to  change  their  i  conclusion  that  the  same  thing  had  to  be 
opinion.  !  done  for  Scotland,  and  an    arrangement 

I  was  made  with  the  Treasury  under  which 
Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness) :  I  wish  to  we  were  again  robbed.  It  was  unfair  to 
move  a  reduction  of  this  Vote  in  order  to  |  give  us  5s.  per  head  for  the  children  in 
express  my  dissatisfaction  with  the  our  Voluntary  schools,  because  we  have 
Department,  and  expose  the  terrible  ;  only  one-seventh  of  our  children  in  those 
blunders  which  they  ha\'e  made.  In  !  schools,  and  in  England  there  are  four- 
order  that  the  Committee  may  under-  sevenths.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact  they 
stand  the  standpoint  from  which  we  view  !  did  not  give  us  5s.  a  head,  they  only  gave 
it,  I  must  go  back  to  the  year  1 887.  Up  us  3s.  All  the  facts  which  the  Lord 
to  that  year  this  Committee  gave  grants  for 
special  purposes,  but  when  the  County 
Council  Act  was  brought  in,  in  i 
order    thiit   real    property    might    have 


its  burdens  lifted,  and  personal  pro- 
perty might  bear  its  share,  a  great 
change  was  made.  It  was  proposed  by 
the  then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
put  an  end  to  all  grants,  and  that  in  lieu 
thereof  there  should  l)e  paid  over  a  certain 
proportion  of  prolate  duty  and  excise. 
The  local  boards  of  England  and  Scot- 
land got  their  proportions,  both  got  the 
same  ;  Scotland  got  ll-80ths,  and 
England  got  8  per  cent.  The  English 
Poor  Law  Grant  paid  all  those 
things  which  use<l  to  bo  paid  by  the 
grant,  and  there  was  a  very  large  surplus 
in  England.  There  was  also  a  surplus  in 
Scotland.  In  England  that  surplus  was 
used  to  reduce  local  taxation,  which  wiis 
in  conse(iuence  very  much  reduced.  In 
Scotland  it  was  used  for  the  purpose  of 
free  eihication.  That  went  on  from  1887 
to  1892.  Then  England  wanted  f^ee  edu- 
cation, juid  a  Hill  was  brought  in  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  from 
Im})erial  resources,  to  which  England  and 
Scotland  each  paid  th(?ir  share,  f]ngland 
got  free  education.  Scotland  got  free 
education  and  pjiid  for  it  herself,  and 
England  got  free  education  from  the 
common  purse.  What  we  ought  to 
have  had  then  was  an  equivalent  grant, 
and  in  1897  the  Government  gave  us 
not  an  equivalent  grant,  Init  a  new  grant 
which  they  called  a  similar  gmnt.  If 
they  liad  given  us  an  eijuivalent  grant  we  , 
.should  have  had  many  more  thousiuids  of 
pounds,  and  now  we  are  only  getting  that  I 

Sir  John  Kinloch, 


Advocate  has  stated  are  fallacious,  and  his 
statements  are  mis-statements,  as  I  shall 
directly  demonstrate.  The  Lord  Advocate 
told    us    that    so     far   as     the     Board 
schools  were  concerned  we  should  benefit, 
that    instcjwl     of     getting    ll-SOths,   we 
should    get  21-80ths,    and     though  we 
were  losing  on  the  Voluntary  schools  we 
should  make  a  great  deal  on  the  Board 
schools.      He  told  us  that   this  scheme 
would  require  £41,200  for  Scotland,  and 
£154,000  for  England.      The  man  who 
was    responsible    for    giving    the    Lord 
Advocate  that  estimate  was  either  grossly 
ignorant  and  incompetent,  or  he  had  some 
other  thing  in  view,  l>ecauso  for  England 
we   vote<l    £200,000,   and   for  Scotland 
£32,000,  so  that  a  gross  under-estimate 
was  made  for  England,  and  a  gross  over- 
estimate for  Scotland.     Then,  two  yevn 
ago    a    Bill   was   brought   in  by   which 
England  got  a  further  £41,000,  and  ito 
claim  has  increased   under  the  Vote  to 
£210,000.    Instead  of  our  getting  a  great 
advantage  under  this  scheme,  the  advan- 
tage is  in  favour  of  England.     We  have 
060,000  children   to  educiite,  and  when 
the  Depirtment  brings  in  an  estimate  for 
the  money   reijuired  they  oidy  estimate 
()07,000  children.      But  these  estimatet 
are  only  figments  of  the  imagination  of 
the  persons  who  gave  the  Lord  Advocate 
his  l)rief,  and  I  think  I  have   proved  that 
his  arguments  have  1>een  demonHtratcd  to 
be    fallacious,    and   that  we   are    losing 
£76,000     a    yciir     by    the     transaction. 
England  is  receiving  £852,000,  and  if  ire 
were  getting  our  fair  share  of  that  we 
should  receive  £117,000,  and  we  ou^ht 
fairly  to  get  that  sum.     But  according  to 
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the  estimate  of  the  Lorrl  Advocate  wo  i 
only  get  abuiit  X80.000.  What  have  we  ' 
got  this  year  f  ^'e  are  not  talking  about 
what  we  have  had  in  die  piust,  but  iibont 
the  Estimate  for  the  present  year.  Under 
the  listiniato  yon  are  voting  to-day  we  ' 
get  £41,000  'instead  of  i!  11 7,000^  and' 
therefore  we  are  losing  X76,000  a  year. 
These  are  startling  facts,  and  I  did  ex- 
pect to  hear  from  the  Lord  Ad\'ocate 
some  reagoii  why  the  Department  had 
committed  this  hlimdur.  Let  ua  come 
now  to  the  question  as  to  hctw  they  com- 
mitted this  terrifite  blunder,  L^p  to  the 
year  1897  we  got  our  I2s,  per  head,  and 
by  the  change  which  has  been  made, 
instead  of  getting  that  amount^  we  are 
now  only  getting  10s,  per  head  By  an 
arrangement  with  the  Treasury,  and  l>y 
misrepresentation  a-s  to  the  fiict^,  they  got 
their  Bill  through.  This  arrangement 
was  made,  and  lasit  year  we  ought  to  have 

fot  £26,000  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Ixchequer    to    make   up   our    128.    per 
heacU  but  we  did  not  get  a  single  penny. 
Surely   that  £26,000   will   come    to    us 
again.     We  have  demonstrated  that,  as  a 
H    resfiilt  of  this  system,  Scotland  has  been 
I  defrauded,  and   surely  we   are  going  to 
^Lnt   this  sum  or  a  fair  equivalent  if  we 
^■3te  going  to  continue  under  the   prest^nt 
^  system.     Are  we  to  go  on  paying  for  free 
education,    and    is    Knghuid   to    go    on 
enjoying  that  great   increase  while  Scot- 
hind  forg<jes  the  privilege  of  having  free 

I  education.  All  these  estimates  and 
figures  upon  which  the  Government 
brought  forwanl  this  scheme  have 
been  proved  to  be  fallacious,  and  we  are 
losing  £76,000  <lu!ing  the  present  year, 
I  would  like  to  hear  something  said  on 
behalf  of  the  Department  before  1  move 
a  reduction  in  this  Vote. 

Mr,  THOMAS  BHAW  r  May  I  make 
a  suggestion  to  the  House  1  There  hiis 
been  raised  an  important  point,  and  jhm*- 
hap3  it  is  advisable  that  we  should  liave 
a  general  reply  upon  the  whole  Debate. 
I  therefore  suggest  that  we  might  now  i 
divide  upon  the  Motion  for  a  reduction 
moved  by  the  hon.  I3aronct  l>ehind  me, 
and  then  the  general  Debate  could  l>e 
resumed.  I  am  sure  we  shall  all  lie  very 
glad  indeed  to  hear  a  satisfactory  ex- 
planation from  the  Lord  Advocate, 

Mk.  ALEXANDEPc  cross  (Glasgow, 
Camlachie) :  Before  the  question  is  put 
I  should  like  to  know  whether  the  Lord 


Advocate  inten*ls  to  insist  upon  the 
Department  taking  action  in  this  matter. 
He  has  stated  that  if  anything  was  wrong 
in  the  law  as  regards  ratini!  it  was  not  his 
dut}^  tobnng  in  a  measure  to  amend  it,  But 
is  it  not  within  the  scope  of  \m  lordship,  if 
the  Education  Department  are  in  a 
dilemma,  to  proceed  in  the  matter  1  If  it  is 
true  that  so  many  children  in  Scotland  are 
absolutely  without  education,  that  is  a 
state  of  things  we  cannot  tolerate,  and 
unless  it  is  made  clear  that  within  a 
certain  time  this  very  difficult  question 
which  is  now  before  the  Education 
Department  will  be  dealt  with  I  shall  be 
disposed  to  vote  with  my  hon.  friend, 

^Mr.  a,  G.  MURRAY:  I  stated  dis- 
tinctly that  the  determination  of  the 
Education  Department  wouiil  be  made 
known  to  the  House, 

Mk.  McLEOD  (Sutherland) :  We  have 
been  told  that  this  matter  has  Iseeii  going 
on  for  mouths,  and.  while  it  may  be  proper 
to  take  action  before  the  Court  to  find  out 
what  the  law  is,  we  have  to  dea!  now 
with  the  Education  Department.  Now 
that  we  have  got  back  to  this  cjuestion,  I 
think  we  ought  to  have  a  very  definite 
and  absolute  assurance  from  the  respon- 
sible Minister  that  within  the  next  few 
days  the  Education  Department  will 
take  such  action  as  will  ensure  that 
these  children  will  Ik?  brought  under 
the  control  of  the  Department, 
because,  however  wrong  Mr  Quarrior 
may  be,  1  do  not  think  that  this  Com- 
mittee has  got  anything  to  do  with  that. 
Tht'  <iuestion  we  are  asked  to  vote  on  is 
as  to  whether  we  will  permit  the  E<lu ca- 
tion Department  to  allow  over  LOOO 
children  to  go  \nthout  the  necessary 
cducatron,  ami  we  ought  to  have  a  very 
distinct  assumnce  tliat  a  definite  commu- 
nication will  l>e  made  within  the  next  few 
flays,  and  wu  should  have  now  some 
indication  of  the  form  of  j«:tion  which  the 
Education  Deimrtment  propose  t-o  take* 


^Mn,  ^\l^lll : 
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sity  for  altering  the  law 


In  reference  to  the  neces- 
surely  if  a  Bill 
is  necessary  it  m  for  the  nght  hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  take  the  initiative,  and  not  to 
rxpect  a  private  Member  to  bring  in  a 
Bill.  I  sincerely  hope  that  this  matter 
will  be  taken  in  hand  at  once,  for  it  is 
clearly  a  matter  for  the  Education  Deptirt- 
ment,  and  not  for  the  hon,  Barorict  who 
is  taking  this  matter  up* 
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Question  put. 

The  Committee   divided ; 
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Ayes,    46;  Noes,  103.     (Division  List  No.  194.) 


Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  Henry 
Bryce,  KtHon.  James 
Caldwell,  James 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clark,  Dr  G.  B.  (Caithnesssh 
Crombie,  John  William 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Farrell,  Jas.  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  M.  (Leith) 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Gibney,  James 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 


AYES. 

Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Gurdon,  Sir  Wm.  Brampton 
Haldaife,  Richard  Burdon 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Hazell,  AValter 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  George  S. 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
M^Ghee,  Richard 
M'Leod,  John 

Moore,  Arthur  (Londonderry) 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 


Pearson,  Sir  W'eetman  D. 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.) 
Pinkerton,  John 
Provand,  Andrew  Dry  burgh 
Shaw,  Thomas,  (Hawick  R) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westnieatb) 

Tennant,  Harold  John 

W^edderbum,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Williams,  John  C.  (Notts.) 
Wilson,  John  (Go van) 

Tellers  for  thk  Ayes— 
Sir  Charles  Cameron  and 
Mr.  Colville. 


Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Baird,  John  George  A. 
Balcarres,  Lord 

Balfour, Rt.  Hon. G.W^(Leed8)  i 
Banburv,  Fred.  George 
Barry,  Rt.  Hn.A.H.S.(Hunt8.) 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Beach,Rt.Hn.Sir.M.H.(Br'st*l) 
Bethel  1,  Commander 
Bill,  Charles 

Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Bullard,  Sir  Harry 
Bums,  John 

Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (Derbys  ) 
Cecil,  E.  (Hertford,  East) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  Kt.Hn.  J.  (Birm. ) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A.  E. 
Collin<j8,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  C.  Ready. 
Cotton- Jodrell,  Col.«  E.  T.  D. 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles  ! 

Digby,  J.  K.  D.  Wingfield-  ' 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers-  i 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V.  i 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  Hart  i 
Fellowea,  Hon.  A.  Edward  ' 
Finlay,  Sir  R.  Bivnnatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry  j 


NOES. 
Flower,  Ernest 
Gallowav,  Wm.  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Goldsworthy,  Major-Geneiul 
Graham,  Henry  Ilobert 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 
Hanbury.  Rt.  Hon.  Robert  W. 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Holland,  Hon.  Lionel  R.(Bow) 
Hozier,  Hon.  Jas.  Henry  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  Wm. 
Lawrence,SirE  Duming-(Com 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Llewelyn,SirDill  wy  n  -  ( S  w'ns'a 
Long,  Col.  Chas.W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
More,Rbt.  Jasper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (MonmHhsh.) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  Arthur  H.A.(Deptf  d) 
Murray,  Rt.Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 


Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pilkington,R. (Lanes.  Newton 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Priestley,Sir.  W.  O.  (Kin.) 
Pry  ce- J  ones,  Lt.-Col.  Edwajtl 
Purvis,  Robert 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Retoul,  James  Alexander 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Ri(Uey,Rt.  Hn.SirMatthewW. 
Ritchie,Rt.Hn.Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Ryder,  John  Herl>ert  Dudley 
Skewcs-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  JamesParker(Lanarks) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stephens.  Henry  Charles 
Stewart,Sir  MarkJ  MTaggtrt 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Thorbuen,  Walter 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.Murray 
Valentia  Viscount 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
WUson,J.W.(Worce3tersh.N.) 
Wodehou8e,Rt .  Hn.  E.  R.  ( Bath) 
Wyndham,  George 

Young,Commander  ( Berks,  E. ) 

Tellers  for  the  Noes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

*Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY  :  I  think  the 
best  course  for  me  to  take  will  be  to  reply 
generally  to  the  observations  which  have 
been  made.  I  am  quite  aware  that  the 
principal  topic  which  has  been  dealt  with 
18   the   Minute,  and   quite  a   number  of 


objections  have  been  raised  to  it.  Those 
objections,  in  my  opinion,  have  not  been 
altogether  consistent,  nor  do  I  think  that 
some  hon.  Members  have  at  all  considered 
this  matter  from  the  practical  point  of 
view  of  the  Government,  and  they  have 
not  indicated  what  they  would  have  done 
if  they  had  been  in  office  instead  of  as 
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I  will  take  first  of  all  the  point  raised  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  ^rder  Burghs. 
What  he  objects  to  is  the  fact  that  the 
Minute  does  not  extend  to  the  higher  de- 
partments of  elementary  schools.  My 
answer  to  that  is  two-fold.  First  of  all 
the  hon.  Meml>er  takes  the  Minute 
entirely  by  itself,  whereas,  I  endeavoured, 
in  the  statement  which  I  made  earlier  in 
the  evening,  to  show  that,  in  our  view, 
the  policy  of  the  Department  in  secondary 
education  should  not  be  taken  as  being 
limited  to  the  Minute  alone,  but  it  must 
be  taken  along  with  the  change  made  in 
the  Code  last  year.  The  hon.  Grentleman 
left  out  of  his  criticism  all  reference  to 
the  higher  grants.  Now  I -would  ask  him 
to  consider  this-  Is  it  not  the  case  that  in 
regard  to  a  groat  many  schools  of  the 
very  sort  he  wi.s}i'i.s  to  favour  that,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  would  be  pecuniarily 
very  much  bettor  oflf  bv  coming  under  the 
provisions  of  th«'.  Code,  and  getting  the 
higher  grants  than  thoy  would  be  if  they 
only  got  their  share  of  the  £35,000  1  So 
that,  viewing  tlic  matter  for  the  moment 
in  this  sense  as  Ti:ere  "  £  s.  d.,"  I  think 
he  will  find  tluit  there  are  many  schools 
which  are  actually  benefited  by  this 
system,  and  that  they  are  doing  better 
than  if  they  ijot  their  share  of  the 
£35,000.  The  hf»r:.  Member  has  stated 
that  these  grHr..ts  are  subject  to  the 
17s.  6d.  limit,  and  he  is  airaid  that  a 
great  many  sch<x>ia  will  not  be  able  to 
avail  themselves  of  this  grant.  I  know 
they  are  subject  to  this  limit,  but  there, 
again,  it  is  just  one  of  those  cases  where 
they  may  be  abio  to  get  timely  help  from 
the  county  committees,  because  hon. 
Members  are  aware  that  anything  which 
would  be  paid  by  the  county  committees 
out  of  the  £60,000  would  unquestionably 
be  considered  hs  a  contribution  from  a 
local  source.  So  there  is  a  very  easy 
way  of  helping  schools  in  the  higher 
department  under  this  Code  if  they  are 
able  to  get  a  contribution  from  that 
source.  As  regards  the  general  merits  of 
the  proposals,  a  good  many  of  the  observa- 
tions which  havQ  been  made  are  with  me, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  'the  Mem- 
ber for  Aberdeen  said  frankly  that  he 
thought  there  was  a  great  deal  in  the 
view  of  the  Department.  It  has  been 
hinted  by  some  non.  Members  who  have 
spoken  from  the  opposite  side  that  in 
Aberdeen  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  who 
represents  that  constituency  knows  there 
are  a  particular  class  of  schools  which  are 
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just  the  sort  that  will  be  assisted.     I  do 
think   that  is    treating   the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  rather  unkindly,  for  I  think 
his  observations  were  dictated  by  true 
educational  policy,  and  were  not  at  all 
due  to  the  fact  that  there  were  particular 
schools  in  his  constituency  which  might 
be  assisted.     There  is  this  point,  that^  of 
course,  the  Education  Department  have 
already  been  doing  a  good  deal  for  higher 
education  through  the  action  of  the  coun- 
cils,  where,  I  tnink,  hon.  Members  are 
with  me,  although  they  rather  misunder- 
stood my  expression  when  I  said  that  the 
private  secondary  schools  had  been  left 
out  of  the  Code,  and  a  good  many  hon. 
Members  took  that  statement  as  meaning 
that  those  schools  had  nothing  given  to 
them  at  all.     But  I  did  not  say  so.    What 
I  said  was  that  they  had  not  had  the 
amount  of  money  yet  which  would  enable 
them  to  form  themselves   into    private 
educational  centres    which    they    might 
otherwise    be,    and  although    the    hon. 
Member  for  Renfrewshire  h«i,  witli  pride, 
told  us  what  has  been  done  by  the  county 
committees,  I  think  he  must  admit  that 
all    the    county    committees    have    not 
behaved  in    such  a    proper   manner  as 
his  own  county  has    done.     There    are 
various  other  hon.  Members  who  really 
object     to     this      Minute     upon      the 
ground  that  it  cuts  out  the  higher  educa- 
tion of    the    elementary  schools.      But 
there  is  another  class  of  objection.     The 
objection     of    the     hon.     Member    for 
Renfrewshire  is   not,   I   think,  that  the 
Minute  prevents  the  grant  being  spread 
over  these  schools,  but  rather  because 
he  thinks  it  casts  a  very  difficult  and 
invidious    duty    upon  the  county  com- 
mittees.    I  confess,  as  I  have  said  before, 
that  I  cannot  understand  why  the  county 
committees  should  feel  that  they  are  an 
inferior  instrument  or  that  it  is  derogatory 
to  their  usefulness  to  have  thrown  upon 
them  the  consultative  action  which  is  put 
upon  them  by  this  Minute.   But  I  con^ss 
further  that  my  hon.  friend  left  me  in 
doubt — although  I  listened  to  his  speech 
very  carefully — whether  he  reall}'  wished 
the  whole  of  this  money  to  be  lumded 
over  to  the  county  committees  as  they 
stand.     I  rather  think  that  he  did  not, 
because  he  went  on  to  describe  the  general 
state  of  the  provision  made  for  secondary 
education,  and  he  hinted  that  the  only 
way  out  of  the  difficulty  was  by  legisla- 
tion.     Upon   this  subject  he  said  one 
thing  to  which  I  should  ^c^^  v^  ^q>sS^u^ 

3  E 


1447  Supply 

reference.  Ho  stated  that  Article  21  of 
the  Code  was  a  recognition  of  this  subject 
as  the  work  of  the  county  committee.  That 
is  scarcely  so,  because  I  think  he  knows 
that  the  "Department  have  often  refused 
to  recognise  as  secondary  schools  some  of 
the  schools  to  which  the  county  com- 
mittees have  given  funds.  In  furthering 
the  cause  of  secondary  education  the 
Department  desire  to  have  a  higher 
standard  of  schools  than  some  of  those  to 
which  the  county  committees  have  given 
their  money.  He  further  declared  that 
l>ad  use  had  been  made  of  this  money, 
but  in  1898,  although  the  councils  had 
done  their  duty,  the  principal  offenders 
were  the  burghs.  Here,  again,  he 
thought  the  only  remedy  was  legislation. 
That  was  the  principal  note  of  the 
speeches  to-night.  Member  after  member 
join^  in  saying  that  what  they  really 
wish  for  is  legislation  with  a  view  to  con- 
-solidating  the  general  system  of  secondary 
education  and  bringing  the  funds 
together.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Haddington  indulged  in  some  terrible 
pessimism  with  regard  to  Scottish 
technical  education,  and  one  would 
suppose  he  had  never  heard  of  the 
Heriot-Watt  College  or  what  is  done 
at  it.  He  said  we  were  Philistines 
as  reganls  secondary  education,  and  his 
whole  admir«ation  on  that  matter  at  the 
present  moment  seems  directed  to  AVales. 
It  is  no  part  of  my  duty  to  decry  Wales, 
but,  after  all,  I  do  not  really  think  we 
have  very  much  to  fear  by  comparison 
with  Wales.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
secondary  schools  in  Wales  are  little  more 
than  what  we  in  Scotland  would  call 
higher  depiirtments,  and  the  numlKjr  of 
pupils  examined  is  comparatively  small  as 
compared  with  the  number  of  pupils  who 
get  leaving  certificates  in  Scotland.  I 
understand  even  Jis  regards  the  Central 
Committee,  over  which  the  hon.  Member 
waxed  so  enthusijistic,  that  there  are  grave 
doubts  as  to  whether  it  should  be  gone  on 
with,  or  whether  its  functions  should  not 
be  handed  over  to  the  Universities. 
The  hon.  Meml»er  was  amongst  those  who 
said  that  legislation  was  a  remedy.  It 
seems  to  me  that  is  really  the  greatest 
justification  that  can  be  urged  for  the 
present  Minute.  I  do  not  think  almost 
anybody — there  may  l>e  a  few,  perhaps — 
would  say  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing 
to  simply  add  this  money  to  the  £60,000, 
and  to  let  it  l)e  distributed  under  the 
conditions  of  the  old  Minute.  If  we  say 
Mr,  A.  J.  Murray, 
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that  the  real  solution  of  this  question 
must  eventually  4)e  found  in  legislation, 
then  I  think  the  Minute  is  justified, 
because  undoubtedly  we  will  be  in  a 
much  better  position  for  legislation  after 
we  have  had  an  opportunity  of  watching 
the  experience  this  Minute  will  give. 
It  is  not  a  question  of  inquiry  in  the 
sense  of  having  a  Commission  or  a  Com- 
mittee of  experts  to  give  an  opinion. 
There  is,  in  one  sense,  almost  nothing  to 
learn.  Wliat  we  do  want  is  experience  as 
to  how  far  secondary  education  would  be 
practically  possible,  and  what  we  should 
l)e  able  to  do  for  the  first  time  in  giving 
help  to  real  secondaiy  schools.  That  has 
not  been  possible  under  the  action  of  the 
county  committees.  I  have  tried  very 
hard  to  show  that  1  .-vni  not  blaming  these 
county  committer's,  but  hon.  Members 
cannot  say  that  their  action  has  had  the 
effect  of  fostering  pn)])er  secondary  educar 
tion.  Under  this  Miiuite  that  is  possible 
for  the  first  time.  AVe  will  have  ex- 
perience and  something  more.  AVe  shall 
have  put  schools  of  this  description  into  a 
state  of  eflSciencj'.  When  we  have  that 
experience  and  i^hen  these  schools  are  in 
an  improved  condition,  as  we  may  fairly 
hope  they  will  be,  then  surely  will  lie  the 
time  to  legislate  ;  to  review  the  secondary 
education  system,  anvl  put  it  on  a  revised 
basis  which  will  pre  vent  money  being  wasted 
on  curious  forms  of  technical  education, 
such  as  teaching  a  fife  and  drum  band ; 
to  divert  money  from  unremunerative 
channels  and  to  consolidate  the  whole  sys- 
tem. I  think  also  that  this  Party 
would  never  shrink  from  putting  the 
schools  taken  over  luider  local  supervision 
in  order  to  obtain  the  advantage  which 
everylKxly  feels  local  supor\'ision  extends. 
Accordingly,  I  certainly  would  be  ginng 
a  quite  i^Tong  impression  if  I  gave  the 
Committee  to  understand  that  there  was 
any  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  go  back  on  the  Minute.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  are  very  far  from  looking 
on  the  Minute  as  a  final  settlement  of  the 
secondary  education  question,  but  we  do 
say  that  with  a  sum  of  money  not  much 
greater  than  £31,000,  it  is  very  much  the 
more  reasonable  thing  to  finia  out  the 
proper  secondary  schools,  to  get 
experience,  to  put  the  schools  into  a 
proper  state  of  eflSciency,  and  then  to 
consider  the  problem  of  the  general  con- 
solidation of  secondary  education,  which 
is  the  object  of  hon.  Members  on  both 
sides  of  the  House.    The  time  left  me  is 


^nppfif 


lUNE  1859) 


!/«f). 


^Q 


I 

I 
I 

I 


I 


I 


now  shoit,  and  I  must  go  as  rapidly  as 
possible  over  some  of  the  various  other 
qiie»tioiig  ntised  in  the  Delmte,  First,  an 
io  finance^  Thehon.  MeiidMjr  for  Oiith- 
nesB  has  often  by  question  and  spix^ch 
brought  this  aulijeet  before  the  House, 
but  lam  afraid  he  has  never  done  nie  the 
honour  U>  team  the  import  of  the  speech 
which  I  nia<le  at  the  time  the  Ethication 
Act  of  is 9 7  Wci«  paased.  I  am  quite 
aware  that  in  his  \iew  the  amount  that 
Scotland  got  from  the  Treiisury  at  that 
time  wiia  not  afkHjuate,  in  this  re^peet,  that 
it  was  not  in  the  pi*(qiorliou  of  1 1  to  80, 
•or  the  amount  England  goi  fcir  the  m- 
aistance  of  ttn;  Voluntary  seho^U.  But 
there  were  really  no  such  blunders  or 
false  figures  as  the  hon.  Member  seems  to 
think.  There  was  tuie  very  gross  under- 
estiraatr,  but  neither  I  nor  any  of  my 
special  advisers  was  responsible.  The 
only    tjtber  qoestion  was    that    of    the 

Dli^CLAKK:  And  also  that  the  new 
system  in  Seotlaitd  would  require  £41,000, 
and  you  nnly  put  down  ,£:^ij,O0O.  Scotland 
-was  as  shamefully  unden^ated  as  England 
'was  overrated. 

*Mr.  a,  (t.  M  URRAY  :  My  impre&sioii 
•of  the  £+l»000  is  otherwise.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  £;?t],00D  was  this.  Hon.  Members 
tnow  that  we  had  been  paying  a  12s, 
-eapit^ition  grant,  but  an  arrangement  was 
made  with  the  Treasury  that  only  a  10s. 
^rant  should  be  paid.  It  was,  how- 
•ever,  very    expedient    that    we     should 

fo  on  paying  the  12s,  grants  ami  we 
ad  other  souixes  of  supply.  We  ha^l 
J^iO,000  available  under  the  Act 
of  1890  which  would,  of  course,  provide 
the  difference  for  400,000  children,  and 
there  were  also  certain  an-ears  which  hivd 
been  protiiised  but  not  actually  paid  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  con- 
nection with  various  extra  grants  which 
England  had  received 

•Dr,  CLARK :  The  promise  wa**  given 
to  me  during  the  Debate  on  the  Bill  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchec^ucr. 

♦Mk  a.  G.  mure  ay  :  l\Tiich  promise 
does  the  hon.  Member  mean  1 


IXr.  CLARK:  The   promise   that   we 
should   get    the  difference  between   lOs. 
„     capitation  grant  atid  the  eleven-eightieths, 

■       ♦Mil  a  G.  MURJUY  :  I  do  not  think 
B|^Hfi|anoellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 


give  a  promi*i6  of  that  description,  lie 
promised  in  the  matter  of  arrears  trj  give 
the  (lifference  between  the  10s.  grant 
a  J  id  the  eleven- eightieths.  However 
the  money  is  exhausted.  Tlien  he 
gave  another  piomise  in  1897  Mhich 
undoubtedly  was  e.^ti mated  to  come 
to  £26,000.  It  has  not  come  to 
that  sum  yet,  but  it  is  not  now  very  far 
from  it,  and  would,  had  we  not  had  other 
resources,  have  amounted  in  the  Estimates 
for  1899-1900  lo  £23,000.  So  far  for 
the  figures,  but  my  pi>int  is  that  when 
you  come  to  the  question  of  education, 
and  where  a  certain  thing  is  ilone  for 
England,  the  ei|uivalent  grant  does  not 
apply  at  alb  If  it  did  it  would  be 
absurd,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer has  always  l»ecn  firm  in  holding 
that  a' though  then?  may  be  other  affairs 
in  which  the  equivalent  grant  migbt  come 
in  it  r-hould  not  appl>'  to  e^iucation,  aiid 
that  each  country  should  have  the  same 
educ/itionid  adxantages.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  if  the  whole  thing  were  taken  to- 
gether, it  would  be  found  that  Scotland 
was  !\ot  badly  off  as  compared  with  Eng- 
land in  the '^  matter  of  the  Educational 
Grant.  If  any  hon.  Mend>er  will  take  the 
Estimates  for  the  current  year,  and  will 
iuld  up  the  total  educationa!  payments  to 
England  and  the  total  to  Scotland,  he 
^^iTfind  that  the  totids  arc  in  the  ratio  of 
80  to  1 1  '08,  so  that  as  a  matter  of  b^t — 
although  I  do  not  admit  that  the  grant 
to  Scotland  has  anything  to  do  with  it^ 
mcasureii  by  this  standard  Scotland  is 
lietter  off  as  far  as  c^lucational  Imperial 
endowment  is  concerned  by  'OS,  So  far 
for  finance.  The  hon.  Member  for  Kilmar- 
nock Burghs  asked  me  a  question  about  the 
allowance  under  the  Act  of  1897,  Well,  I 
am  sorry  I  cannot  give  the  hon.  Member  a 
legal  opinion  of  my  own  at  this  box,  but 
I  can  tell  him  exactly  what  the  views  of 
the  Department  are.  The  Act  of  1897 
proceeded  by  way  of  further  relief 
on  the  Act  of  1872,  Section  67 
of  the  Act  of  1872  stated  that, 
**  whore  in  a  parish  or  boi-ough  a  echool 
rate  on  the  ttiteable  value  shall  be  levied," 
etc.,  and  the  view  of  the  Department  was 
that  there  coidd  oidy  be  one  "  rateable 
value/'  Accordingly,  if  you  take  the  nit€- 
able  value  you  must  take  the  owner's  half 
of  the  rate,  not  Iveeauso  it  is  the  owTier's 
but  because  it  is  the  only  rate  which  in- 
cludes the  whole  ratealde  property  in  the 
valuation.  That  is  the  %'iew  which  pre- 
vails in  the  Department.    I  will  propotui  ' 
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to  any  hon,  ML'mlier,  who  wishofi  to  exer- 
cise  hia  oiitTtl  nii  it,  a  question.  Suppose 
you,  take  the  other  view  and  do  not  tako 
the  staple  rate,  but  whatever  happens  to 
he  the  occupier's  rat^,  and  mid  it  to  tbe 
owners  i*ate»  how  would  that  work  in  a 
ciassified  parish  where  you  might  have 
four  or  live  occupiers  ? 

Mr.  CALDWELL:  Let  the  occupiers 
make  up  the  lialf,  whatever  it  may  be. 

*Mr.  a.  G.  MURRAY  :  That  is  no 
answer.  The  hon.  Member  for  Kil- 
marnock Burghs  said :  If  you  want  to 
find  the  real  rate  you  must  add  the 
owner's  rate  to  the  occupier  a  rate ;  but 
how  can  that  l>e  done  iu  a  elassified 
|Mirish  ? 

Mk,  CALDWELL  :  This  Act  applies 
to  England,  and  in  England  it  is  the 
occupier's  rate  which  is  taken. 

*Mh.  a.  G.  MURRAY:  In  England 
there  is  no  cla^sih cation,  and  therefore 
it  does  not  apj>ly  in  the  case  given. 
I  pass  next  to  wtiat  wjus  said  by  various 
members  about  the  Cwle,  The  genera! 
attitude  of  hou.  Meml»ers  towards  the 
Code  has  been  exiieinely  satisfactory, 
and  I  am  sure  the  Department  will  con- 
aider  and  bear  in  mind  the  weighty 
remarks  made  as  to  the  particular  duty 
cast,not  only  upon  inspectors  and  itself,  but 
also  on  the  care  of  selection  it  ought 
to  exercise.  As  to  the  apprehension 
about  the  loss  of  grant,  I  can  only  again 
repeat  the  assurance  which  I  made  earlier 
in  the  Debate,  that  unduulitodly  the  De 
pai-tment  will  do  its  very  }jest  diinng  the 
present  year— during  which  [mymentH 
under  this  new  Co<le  have  to  be  maile^ 
to  watch  very  narrowly  the  effect  of  the 
new  8C4iles,  and  if  it  can  f^ee  that  the  result 
of  the  scales  as  they  are  would  l>e  a 
diminution  of  the  general  grant,  then  the 
Department  woukl  do  its  l>03t  to  make 
some  sort  of  jwldition,  such  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  other  hon.  Mem  hers 
suggested.  Variou>^  other  questions  were 
asked,  Tbe  hon.  Member  for  Partick 
wanted  to  know  what  was  the  ns«-  of 
leaving  certificates  in  the  lower  gra4le«. 
I  understand  that  these  c^^rtificjites 
we  accept'e^l  as  ipialificationa  for  various 
posts  without  further  examination.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  they  ai^  found  very  usefnJ 
in  that  way,  and  are  regarded  as  a  recog- 
nised standard.  Then  I  was  pressed, 
especially  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Loith, 

Mr.  A.  G,  M ft  nay. 


tn  rtpeak  about  agricultural  education, 
and  the  hon.  Member  pointed  to  the 
desirafjilily  of  founding  some  sort  of 
central  establishment.  That  is  a  matter  ^ 
which  ought  to  Im5  kept  in  mind  with  a  ■ 
view  to  future  legislation,  and  to  an  ^ 
application  to  the  Treasury  ;  but  I  think 
priiliably  he  will  agree  with  me  tliat,  with 
the  money  at  present  at  our  command. 
anything  of  tluit  sort  would  be  entirely 
beyond  our  power.  An  hon.  Member 
sjiid  that  there  was  no  provision  for 
agricultural  education  on  the  liist  coa^ 
at  all,  especially  in  tlie  County  of  Perth, 
but  I  would  remind  the  hon.  Member 
that  the  Perthshire  County  Council  have 
contributed  with  others  to  the  new  eoUege 
which  has  been  started  in  the  West  of 
Scotland. 


Sir  JOHN  KINLOCH  :  That  i^  too 
far  away. 

*Mr.  a.  G.  MURRAY:  But  it  shows 
that  they  think  it  is  an  institution  which 
tlieir  own  people  can  take  practical 
advantage  of.  As  to  the  question  of  the 
ii  is  missal  of  tea,chers,  that  can  indy  >ie 
dealt  with  by  legislation,  and  the  (question 
i*f  siiperanuLitinn  must  be  dealt  with  in 
the  siinie  way.  Although,  no  floiibt,  I 
can  ipiite  understanil  ti^'ich«:^rs  may  have 
a  grievance  ir»  that  matter,  I  would  remind 
hon.  Memliers  that  it  was  deliatod  on  the 
Muc4ition  Bill,  and  that  there  was  a  gocxl 
ileal  of  feeling  even  by  hon,  (Gentlemen 
opposite,  that  teachers  s^hould  not  lie  given 
a  pension  by  the  School  Boards  as  well  ii^ 
hy  the  Treasury.  I  think  1  have  replietl, 
as  far  as  the  time  at  my  dispossal  would 
permit^  to  the  various  points  which  have 
bei^u  mised,  and  I  hope  the  Committee 
M'ill  kintlly  allow  us  to  take  the  Vote. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  :  The  right  hon. 

Gentleman's  reply  cannot  Ik?  regartloti  as 
satisfactory  with  regard  to  the  Minute  of 
the  'iTth  April,  and  I  bog  to  move  the 
reduction  which  stands  in  my  name,  in 
order  to  show  the  unanimit/  of  opinion 
in  condemnation  of  it. 

It  being  Midnight,  tbe  Chairman  left 
the   Chair  to  make  his   tloport    to   the 

House. 

Conmiittee  report  pro^rofis  ;  to  sit  agiia 
upon  Monday  next. 

Adjotined   at    live    miotit^ 
after  TweU'e  ^'ctork, 
till  Moadtty  next. 


i 
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H0U8E  OF  LORDS. 
Monday,  19th  Jum  1899, 


PRIVATE    BILL    BUSINESS. 


SOUTH  EASTERN    KAILWAV   BILL. 

The  Queen's  consent  signifiml ;  and  Bill 
reported  w  1 1  h  A  mend  m  e  n  Ik. 

SOUTHPORT     AiNl)     LYTHAM    THAM^ 
HtiAD   BILL,     [Lunl...] 

Keported    from    the  Select   Committee 
_  ^nth  Amendments, 

The     lord     CHANX^ELLOR     ac- 

lainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  NORTH  STAFFURDSHIRK  RAILWAY 
e  Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Tahle  I  RILL.     [Lor«l>.J 

e  Certitiaitas  from  the  Rxiiminers  that  j  The  Queen's  consent  sign ifietl  ;  and  Bill 
e  Standing  Onlers  applicahle  to  the  .  reported  from  the  Select  Committee  with 
llowing  Bills  have  l^cen  complied  with :    I  Amendments. 


p.ECTRic  lr;hting  proyihiunal 

[  ORDERS  (No,  5). 

ECTRJC   LIGHTING   PROYISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  6). 

VSirjf  nK  THE  \V(HtKlN<;  CLASSES 
PRUYISliJNAL  ORDER  (Ri»RR*»\V- 
6TOUNNESS). 

'AL  KOYERNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
*»RDEH  (Ht^KSING  OF  WOKKINU 
CLASSES). 

dso  the  CertiJiaxtes  that  no  further 
kncling  Orders  arc  applicahle  to  the 
lowittg  Bills  : 

CAL       GOVERNMENT       (IRELAND) 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  {SiK  I). 

>CAL  GI.WEHNMENT  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (PIMJH  LAW). 

bid  also  the  Certificates  that  the  fur- 
r  Stiuidini^  Ordere  applicahle  to  the 
owing  Bills  have  been  complied  with  : 

EFFIELD  CORPORATION  MARKETS. 

CITY  AND  BRIXTON   RAILWAY. 

LONDON  IMPROVEMENTS. 

STOCKPORT   CORPORATION, 


WEST    GLOUCESTERSHIRE   WATER 

RILL. 

Read  2*^,  and  committed. 

CALEDONIAN  RAILWAY  ((iENERAL 
POWERS)  RILL.     [LfjnRj 

ABERDEEN  JOINT   1V\SSKNGEK 
STATION  RILL.     [Lc^rtb.J 

SOUTH   STAFFORDSHmE   TRAMWAYS 
BILL.     [Lonis.] 

Reat!   3«,  m\d  passe*!,  and  sent  to  the 
C'ommofis. 

CARDIFF  RAILWAY  HILL. 

RHONDDA  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
BILL. 

Read  S'*,  with  the   Amendments,  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Commons, 

UJWESTOFT  PROMENADE   PIER  BILL. 

GODALMINci     CORPORATION     WATER 
BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1*"  ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiner.^. 


I 


I         J«»NES'S  DIVORCE  BILL     [Unis.I 

Minutes  of   evidence   and   proc^eeilings 
before  this  House  on  the  Second  Reatling 
CCOLN    AND    EAST    i'OAST     RAIL-    together  with  the  documents  deposited  in 
WAY  AND  DOCK.  [the  case,  returnee!  from  the  Commons. 

'he  siime  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ' 
jle.  ,  EDUCATION      DEPARTMENT      PROVI- 

I         SIONAL     ORDER     CONFIRMATION 
;KAT    EASTERN     UAtlAVAV    (GENE-,         (LDNDON)  BILL,    [\AmU.] 

RAL  in>WERS)  BILL.    iLortlK]  House  to  be  in  Committee  on  Thursday 

The  (Queen's  consent  signilied  ;  and  Bill .  next, 
lorted  from  the  Select  Committee  with 

^iidmenm  LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    PROVISIONAL 

enmntrus.  |  ORDERS  (No.  3)  BILL. 

ETHERBY  DISTRICT  WATER  BILL.    I      To   be   read    2«   on  Thursday  next.^ 
leporte*!  M-ith  Amendments.  |  (Thf  Lord  iltnris,) 

JrOL.  LXXn.    [Fourth  Series.]  3  F 
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ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL  i  RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 

ORDERS  (No.  6)  BILL.  I 


ELECTRIC     LKJHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  6)  BILL 

To  he  read  2*  To-morrow. — {The  Earl  of 
Dudley,) 

TRAMWAYS   ORDERS  CONFIRMATION 
(No.  2)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

TRAMWAYS  ORDERS   CONFIRMATION 
(No.  3)  BILL.  [Lords.] 

WEST  MIDDLESEX  WATER  BILL. 

aire  and  calder  navigation  bill 

east  london  water  bill. 

milton  creek  conservancy  bill. 

(ireat  western  railway  bill. 

(;he.\t  western  and  (jreat 
central  railway  companies  bill. 

Roporl  from  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion, that  the  Ejirl  of  Mansfield  be  pro- 
posed to  the  House  as  a  member  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  said  Bills  in  the 
place  of  the  Viscount  Falmouth  :  read,  and 
iigiTcd  to. 

ELECTRIC  LKiHTING    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  12)  BILL.  [Lonls.J 

Koad  ^^  (acconling  to  ortler),  and 
passinl,  and  sent  to  the  Conmu>ns. 

ELECTRIC  LU^HTINi;    !»KOVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  13)  BILL.  [Lords] 

House  in  C<mimitteo  (acconling  to 
oixier) :  Amendments  made :  Standing 
Committei*  negjuivinl :  the  rep<^rt  of 
Amendments  to  1h^  rcceivt^l  TivmoiTow. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  PBoVlSlONAL 
ORDERS,  No.  l.-v  BILL    ilxT-K] 

K<\ul  2>^  ^acconlint:  :o  onlcru  and 
pass<Hl,  and  sen:  :«>  ;hc  Cr»mnu»ns. 

ELECTRIC    LhiHTING    PKoVlSH»NAL 
ORDER>    Ni..  2    BILL. 

Koad  ^y-  (accv^niiiii;  :«»  li^nieru  and 
paiisotl. 


I 

I  EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND). 

Minute  of  the  Committee  of  Coiuicil 
on  Education  in  Scotland,  dated  i5th 
I  June  1899,  amending  the  terms  of  para- 
I  graph  5  of  the  Minute  of  27th  April 
j  1899,  providing  for  the  distribution  of 
1  the  sum  available  for  secondary  or  tech- 
nical (including  agriculture)  education 
'  under  Section  2,  Sub-section  (4)  of  the 
I  Local  Taxation  Account  (Scotland)  Act, 
^  1898. 

I 

ARMY  (MILITARY  WORKS). 

I      Approximate  estimate  of    expenditure 
for  the  year  1899-1900   imder  existing 
:  loans. 

j  COLONIES  (ANNUAL). 

!      No.  261.      Jamaica.      Annual    Keport 
for  1897-98  (for  report  for   1896-97,  see 
!  No.  225). 

RAILW  AYS  (CONTINUOUS  BRAKES). 
Return    by  railway  companies  of  the 
United  Kingdom  for  the  six  months  eml- 
ing  31st  December  1898. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

No.  2290.  Japan  (Yokohama  and  Dis- 
trict). 

No.  2291.     Persia  (Azerbaijan). 

No.  2292.  Africa  (Congo  trade  re- 
turns). 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

PUBLIC  RECORDS  (TREASURY). 

Schedule  containinu?  a  list  and  ptr- 
ticulars  of  classes  of  Treasury  documents 
which  have  been  depodt^d  in  the  Pablic 
Reconl  Office,  but  which  are  not  con- 
sidere<l  of  sufficient  public  vaJiie  to  jnatifr 
their  presenaiion  therein :  laid  befoiv 
the  House  < pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


I'KTITIOX. 


TRAMWAYS  ORPKR>  C0»NKlRMATlOX 

AmendTnents    mvintnl    laciv.niir.i:    lo 
oniers  and  Bill  :o  Ix-  iv^d  o'*  Tc-mon\^w,    to  lie  lOj  the  TabJe, 


Li*MHiN  IHtVEKNMEXT  «1LU 

IV::::..].  for  ame::iiment  of  :  of  the 
Vi'strv  v.!  the  Parish  li  St.  Gew^  Han- 
i.>  t^r  Siiiarf*,  Liwdo:^ ;  reid,  and  ordered 
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ANCH0K8  AND  CHAIN  CABLES  BILL, 

House  to  lie  in  Committee  on  Thursday 
next, 

EDUCATION  OF  CHILDKEX 

To  he  read  2**  on  Fnday  the 

fitant.     (T/u  Fi^cotitit  KntdsfonL) 


HILL 

auth 


m- 


PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  BILL.  [LonU.] 
Lord  WINDSOR  :  My  Lords,  I  under- 
stanri  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
object  to  several  of  the  clauses  in  this 
Bill,  and  therefore  I  a^sk  lea^'e  to  postpone 
the  Secoml  Heading  in  the  hope  that  some  ! 
modification  may  ha  made  which  will 
remove  these  ohjections. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  Second  Reading 
read,  and  discbarged.  i 


YOUTHFUL  OFFENDERS  BILL.   [LonK] 

Second  Reading. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing re^d. 

*Umw  JAMES  OF  HFREFOKD  :  My 
LohIh,  I  trust  that  it  will  lie  only 
necessary  for  me  to  make  a  very  short 
Btatemeiit  to  your  Lorciships  in  order  to 
<yhtaiii  the  acceptance  of  this  Bill.  Its 
object  is  to  keep  children  and  yt>tnii; 
pemons  out  of  jail,  and  I  assume  that  to 
eve  ry  on  e  i  >f  >' o u  r  L o  rd  s  h  i  ps  t  h  m t  oh j  ec  t  w i  1 1 
Appear  to  !>.'  crimmendabie.  Amongst 
the  many  incidents  that  have  ocenrred 
< luring  the  present  reign  probalily  there 
are  none  that  can  l»e  looked  upon  with 
greater  satisfaction  than  the  great  diminu- 
tion which  hiLs  taken  place  in  our  criminal 
<ila88e8.  Still,  a  great  deal  remairn  to  be 
4]one.  The  diminishing  power  dms  not 
progress  as  (piickly  as  cuuld  be  wished, 
pri  n ci  pa  1  ly  i  1 1  co  r  i sec juei  i ce  of  t  h e  <  1  i  rtic u  1  ty 
experiencfd  at  the  present  time  in  dealing 
with  the  habittuil  otlender.  He  is  a  very 
<iifficult  pei^ot\  to  deal  with  ;  severity 
doe^  not  appear  to  attect  him,  arid 
cJemency  seems  to  have  lint  little  effect 
upon  him-  The  result  is  that  if  we  are 
to  hope  for  a  continued  proportionate  in- 
crease in  the  diminution  of  our  criminal 
we  must  deal  in  scjme  way  with 
he  class  of  hafiitnal  offenders.  The  only 
:w^y  probal>ly  to  deal  effectually  vnui  \ 
lihat  class  is  to  destroy  the  recruiting 
wer — to  deal  with  the  class  from  which 


the  habitual  offetuler  is  recrnifcecl,  and  the 
only   way    to    do   that    is    to    seek    the 
fountain  head,  and  to  prevent  the  child  or 
the  youth  becoming  criminal  at  all,  and 
in  this  way   cnt   off  the   supply   to  the 
haltitual   offender    class.       As    you    are 
aware,  my  Lords,  a  great  deal  has  been 
done    of    late    years     to    diminish    the 
number  of  youtlifu!   offenilers,   but,  as  I 
have  said,  a  great  deal  yet  remains  to  be 
done.     Much   has  been  accnmplished  by 
rhu   increase- 1    power   of  education^    the 
prosperity    of    the    working   classes,    the 
greater  sympathy  that  h.vs  l>een  shown — 
progressively  shown-  towards  those  whu 
are   poor   and    towards    those    \^'ho    are 
criminal,  which  have  tended  to  ret  luce  the 
number   of   cnimnal   youthful   offenders, 
Alsrj^  too,  there  hfis  been  a  ])rogreasioii  of 
humane  feeling  on  the  part  of  thiKso  who 
I  have  to  administer  the  law,  and  there  ht\^ 
i  been  a  tendency  to  ileal  with  the  youthful 
offender   in    the    most    merciful    mariimr 
aihiwed    hy    law.     The    Legislature    has 
done  something.     In  the  yiar   18711  my 
noble    frien  i   Viscount  Cross  introilnced 
I  the  Summary  .Turisdiction  Act,  which   mi 
doubt  relieved  the  ehiltl  from  the  heavier 
I  penalties  then   being  inipf)sed.     Later  on 
my  nght.  hoji.  fneiut  Sir    William    Har- 
court  took  the  matter  in  hand  when  at  ihe 
Home  Office,  and   insisted  that  a  leturn 
should  be  made  of  the  Cfmmrittal  i>f  every 
child   to  prisiiri,     -Vgain,    my   noble   and 
learned  friend  on  tln3  Woolsack  hiis,  by 
two  Acts,  facilitated  the  process  of  admit- 
ting persons  to  bail,  and   in   that  way  hiis 
done  much  to  keep   both  the  young  and 
those  more  a.lvaneed  in  age  out  i>f  pristm. 
But  whilst  all  these  causes  have   rt'duecd 
the  number  of  yonthfid  offenders  who  are 
committed  U}  our  jails,  still  the  number 
stands  at  a  considerably  higher  rate  than 
could   be   wishes  I     li  it  will  not   weary 
your  Lordships  I  will  ipiote  a  few  hgiu*e8 
to  show  the  rale  at  which  the  decrease  h;is 
been  taking  place  during   the  ^'eai-s  fronj 
1893  to  1897.     In  the  year   1S1L1   2,924 
young  persons  under  the  iige  of   16  were 
committed  lo  pnsori,  and  of   these    loO 
were  children  under  the  age  of  12  years. 
In  1897  the  2,924  was   rrcbtird  to   Ifim, 
not  nnich    more     than    ludf,    whilst    the 
number  of  children  under  12  eommiJed 
to  prison,  instead  of  being  l.Krin  number, 
were  only  58.     But,  mv  Lords,  there  is 
unfortunately  a  cause  which  is  increasfnj^, 
and  may  increase  still  more,  the  lumiber 
of   youTig   persons   commit-ted  to  pri^on. 
Wc  have  been   extending  the  power?  of 
3  F  2 
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local  government,  which,  of  course,  give 
local  control,  and  the  control  by 
the  local  authorities  over  different 
localities  has  to  be  enforced  by 
means  of  bye-laws.  In  order  to  en- 
force these  bye-laws  the  magistrates  are 
bound,  first,  to  impose  a  fine,  and,  in  de- 
fault of  the  payment  of  the  fine,  to  send 
the  person  who  has  been  thus  summarily 
dealt  with  to  prison.  Your  Lordships 
will  well  understand  that  many  of  the 
offences  which  result  from  a  l>reacn  of  hye- 
laws  do  not  represent  crime  as  we  imder- 
stand  the  word.  They  are  venial  breaches 
of  regulations  rather  than  acts  represent- 
ing any  moral  offence.  The  result  is 
somewhat  remarkable,  ])ut,  before  calling 
your  Lordships'  attention  to  those  results, 
I  am  particularly  anxious  to  make  it  clear 
that,  specially  speaking  on  l)ehalf  of  the 
Home  Office  for  the  moment,  there  is  not 
the  slightest  ,desire  in  anything  I  say  to 
criticise  the  action  of  magistrates  in  ad- 
ministering the  law ;  it  is  really  the 
machinery  of  the  law  that  requires  reme- 
dying. One's  experience  shows  that  what 
may  appear  a  severe  sentence  in  the  first 
instance  is  generally  capa])le  of  some  ex- 
planation, and  when  the  explanation  is 
given  the  matter  you  are  considering 
bears  a  different  aspect ;  ])ut  I  have  Re- 
turns hereof  the  different  offences  for  which 
children  are  n9w  sent  to  prison.  Amongst 
them  we  find  playing  footliall  in  the  high- 
way, throwing  stones  in  the  highway,  ob- 
stmcting  the  highway,  and  gambling  in  the 
highway.  We  have  to  deal  here  >vith 
children  varying  from  11  to  13  years  of 
age.  The  child  is  fined,  and,  of  necessity, 
not  being  able  to  pay  is  sent  to  prison 
with  hard  labour,  and  bears  the  same 
penalty  for  the  period  as  the  person  who 
has  committed  positive  ciime  against  our 
moral  law.  That  surely  is  a  state  of 
things  which  is  scarcely  to  be  desired.  I 
have  in  my  mind  the  case  of  a  child  of 
12  who  was  charged  with  liegging  and 
fined  16.S.  6(»^  Oif  course,  that  beggar 
child  could  not  pay  the  fine,  and  was  sent 
to  prison  for  seven  days  with  hard  lal>our. 
What  does  this  punishment  mean  to  a 
child  of  11  or  12?  To  keep  a  child 
in  a  cell  oy  himself,  especially  during 
the  night,  must  create  a  state  of 
terror  which  is  a  cniel  and  frightful 
punishment,  or  if  he  is  callous  and 
cares  not,  he  becomes  habituated, 
and  the  prison  ce^ases  henceforth 
to  have  any  terror  for  him.  I 
think,  however,  the  first  i)hase  -  namely, 
Lard  Jarn^s  of  HerefonL 


that  of  great  fear — predominates,  and  I 
may  mention  that  some  defendants  who 
were  confined  in  a  jail  near  London 
approached  the  Home  Office  when  they 
were  released  and  complained  that  they 
had  been  unable  to  sleep  at  night  in  conse- 
quence of  the  great  noise  caused  by  the 
screaming  of  children  who  were  locked 
'  up.  The  Home  Secretary  and  those  who 
I  have  control  of  our  prisons  felt  that  an 
I  alteration  was  necessary,  and  the  doors 
I  of  the  cells  in  which  children  are  now 
placed  are  allowed  to  remain  open,  and  the 
;  children  may  spend  the  night  within  sight 
of  the  warder  instead  of  in  the  dark  cell 
The  Home  Office  have  thought  that  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  prevent  as  much 
as  possible  youthful  offenders  being  sent 
to  prison.  Of  course,  we  must  not  take 
too  high  a  position ;  if  we  do  we  may 
defeat  the  intention  of  legislation.  The 
punishment  of  youthful  offenders  must 
be  fixed  with  due  regard  to  the  age  of 
the  child,  and  the  law  should  be  enforced 
with  due  regard  to  the  conditions  of  each 
case.  But,  where  we  are  dealing  with 
children  so  young  as  10  years  of  age, 
surely  in  those  cases  there  could  be  a 
mitigation  of  this,  to  them,  terrible 
punishment  of  imprisonment.  It  is  under 
these  circumstances  that  the  Government 
submit  this  Bill  to  your  Lordships.  The 
object  of  the  Bill  is,  as  I  have  said,  to 
keep  youthful  ofilenders  away  from  prison 
life,  and  the  course  that  has  been  taken 
has  been  to  invent,  within  reasonable 
bounds,  machinery  to  carry  out  this  object. 
The  first  section  extends  the  powers  of  the 
\  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act  of  1879.  By 
that  Act  only  the  offenders  by  the 
'  crimes  mentioned  in  the  schedule  can  be 
dealt  with  summarily,  but  by  this  section 
there  will  be,  in  respect  of  young  persons^ 
power  given  to  magistrates  to  deal  ^Wth  all 
offences,  except  homicide,  summarily,  but, 
of  course,  by  consent  in  the  case  of  in- 
dictable offences.  It  would  be  an  evil 
example  to  the  child  in  future  life  if  you 
were  to  say,  "  Commit  whatever  offence 
you  will,  there  will  be  no  punishment." 
But  if  the  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  be 
carried  into  effect  the  punishment  must 
be  inflicted  outside  the  walls  of 
a  prison.  The  suggestion  is  that  the 
punishment  shall  he  simply  whipping, 
as  distinguished  from  flogging,  and  that  the 
whipping  shall  take  place  upon  a  gradih 
ated  scale,  and  be  of  a  very  mild  character. 
The  maximum,  where  the  child  is  under 
12,  will  be  six  strokes.     The  piuiishment 
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will  be  administered  in  the  presence  of 
the  parent  or  guaixlian,  and  certainly  can- 
not be  regarded  as  one  of  a  cruel  character. 
It  will  l>e  a  domestic  treatment,  and  one 
which  will  not  be  looked  upon  as  being 
associated  with  prison  life.  Section  3 
makes  an  alteration  in  the  same,  direction. 
As  your  Lordships  know,  a  child  who  has 
been  convicted  must  not  be  sent  to  an 
Industrial  School,  but  in  this  section  it  is 
proposed  that  the  conviction,  if  it  be  for 
an  offence  so  slight  that  whipping  is  a 
proper  punishment,  shall  not  be  regarded 
as  punishment  so  heavy  as  to  debar  the 
child  from  entering  an  Industrial  School. 
I  will  pass  over  Section  4,  which  is  rather 
controversial,  and  to  which  I  will  allude 
later  on.  Clause  5  carries  out  the  object 
which  my  noble  and  learned  friend  the 
Lord  Chancellor  had  in  Wew  when  he 
endeavoured  to  place  all  prisoners  in  a 
position  where  they  could  be  bailed  in- 
stead of  being  imprisoned.  In  respect  of 
the  young  child  who  cannot  obtain  any 
person  to  become  bail  for  him,  the  magis- 
trate shall  have  power  of  selecting  some 
"  outdoor  "  place  of  detention — some 
suitable  person,  say,  a  married  constable, 
in  whose  home  there  will  be  suitable  pro- 
tection for  the  child — and,  instead  of  send- 
ing him  for  the  seven  days  during  which  he 
may  be  under  remand,  to  prison,  the  child 
shall  be  sent  to  the  custody  of  this  person, 
who  will  be  responsible  for  his  appearance 
when  the  time  of  the  remand  shall  have 
expired.  Although  detained  in  this  way 
out  of  prison,  there  will  be  nearly  as  much 
certainty  of  the  child  appearing  when  the 
case  comes  on  as  if  he  were  sent  to  prison, 
and  the  child  will  have  been  kept  free 
from  contact  with  prison  life.  Sec- 
tion 6,  in  one  sense,  does  not  belong  to 
the  Government,  but  refers  to  a  matter 
dealt  with  in  a  Bill  introduced  last  week 
by  my  noble  friend  Lord  Leigh.  My 
noble  friend  has  been  the  pioneer  in  this 
matter,  and  has  worked  hard  to  secure  an 
alteration  in  the  law  whereby  children 
shall  not  necessarily  be  sent  to  prison 
before  they  are  sent  to  a  Reformatory 
School.  The  object  of  my  noble  friend 
is  to  make  it  possible  for  a  child,  if  the 
magistrate  thinks  proper,  to  go  direct 
to  a  Kefomiatory  School  without  Ix^ing 
brought  into  contamination  H-ith  prison 
life.  That  was  rendered  permissive  in 
the  Act  of  1893,  but  a  Departmental 
Committee  in  1896  accepted  the  view 
which  the  noble  Lord  has  all  along  ad- 
vocated— namely,  that  it  would  be  advis- 


able to  make  it  obligatory  upon  magis- 
trates to  send  children  who  are  to  go  to 
Reformatory     Schools     direct    to    those 
schools.        I   am   afraid   that   Clause   4, 
which  throws  an  obligation  upon  parents 
and  guardians  who  had  not  taken  proper 
care  of  their  children,  will  be  somewhat 
controversial,  and  if  any  strong  objection 
is  shown  to  it  I  should  be  unwilling  to 
see  the  Bill  stopped  by  that  clause.     At 
:  the  same  time,  I  must  say  that  I  believe 
,  it  is  a  most  beneficial  and  useful  clause, 
;  inasmuch  as  it  endeavours  to  make  parents 
I  more  careful  of  their  children  and  take 
i  greater  care  to  prevent  their  committing 
I  crime.     I  have  ventured  to  occupy  your 
Lordships'   time   by   referring    to    these 
sections  as  they  have  been  framed.      I  do 
not  labour  them,  for  I  am  certain  that  no 
one  in  this  House  or  elsewhere  can  do 
other  than  approve  of  the  objects  we  have 
in  view,  and   I   certainly  hope  that  the 
manner  in  which  we  have   endeavoured 
to    carry  out   those  objects  will  receive 
the   unanimous   sanction   of   your   Lord- 
ships. 

Moveil,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2«." 
— {Lord  James  of  Heirford.) 

♦Lord    LEIGH  :     My   Loi-ds,  having 
taken  for  many  years  a  deep  interest  in 
the   Reformatory   School  system,  may   I 
be  permitted   to   express  the   very  great 
pleasure   I   feel   at    the    action    of    the 
Grovemmentin  introducing  this  Bill,  which 
I  believe  to  be  a  very  useful  one  indee<l.  I 
j  had  the  honour, a  few  days  ago, to  introduce 
;  a  Bill  into  your  Loi-dships'  House  deal- 
'  ing  expressly  with  the  sending  of  children 
;  direct  to  Reformatory  Schools.     This  is 
j  a   subject   to   which    I    have   paid    con- 
!  siderable  attention  for  the  past  46  years, 
and  whenever  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  an  opinion  upon  it  I  have 
invariably  said  that,  in  my  judgment,  the 
Legislature  had  committed  a  very  great 
mistake   in   not   making    it    compulsory 
upon   magistrates    to    send   children    to 
Reformatory  Schools  direct.     I  now  most 
cordially  thank  the  Government  for  hav- 
ing   taken    the   subject   into    their   con- 
sideration, and  for  introducing  this  Bill. 
I  earnestly  trust  that  the  present  session 
will   not  end    without  the  Act  of    1893 
being  amended,  so  that  the  children  may 
go  direct  to  Refomiatories  without  coming 
into  contact  with  the  gaol.    I  have  always 
contended  that  the  seudiu^c^l  ^^VjiVskjivs^ 
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piisons,   preparatory   to   entering  Refor-  complete  object  of  a  Bill  is.     This  system 

niatories,   has  a   most    pernicious    effect  renders  it  absolutely  impossible  for  any- 

upon  them ;  and  I  have  been  infomied  l)v  )>ody,  without  assistance  of  a  lawyer,  to 

superintendents   of   reformatories,  whom  understand  what  such  Bills  mean.    1  must 

I   have  consulted  u})on  the  subject,  that  say  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  any  of  your 

the  hardest  cases  they  have  to  deal  with  Lordships  to  know  what  the  6th  clause 

are    invariably    those    cases    where    the  of  this  Bill  means  as  it  stands.    It  proposes 

children  have  been  confined  in  gaol.  Inas-  to  omit  the  words  "in  addition  to  "out  of 

much    as    the   Government  has   in    this  the  Act  of  1893.    No  one  can  tell  whether 

Bill  dealt  with  the  subject  I  hatl  at  heart,  that  would  be  an  advantage  or  not.    I 

1  desire  to  withdraw  my  Bill  in  favour  of  think  the  noble  Lord  himself,  on  reflection, 

the   Bill    intro(Uiced    l>y   Her    Majesty's  :  will  hardly  like  to  be  the  author  of  such 

(Tovernment.  a  provision,  and  place  upon  the  Statute 

Book   a  clause    which    says    that   child* 
convicts  shall,  not  in  addition  to,  but  m 
*Loui>  NORTON  :  My  Loi-ds,  I  do  not  lieu  of  punishment,  whatever  their  crime 
suppose  any  of  your  Lordsliips  have  had  may  be,  be  sent  direct  to  a  Reformatory 
more   to  do   with   reformatories   than   I  School.      This  clause  either  means  entire 
have,  for  I  have  taken  considerable  imit '  immunity  of  children  from  punishment^ 
in  the  administration  of  them  during  the  or  that  Reformatory   Schools   are  to  be 
past  50  years,  and  I   beg  to  tender  my  looked   upon   as  penal   institutions,  and 
thanks   to   the   noble   and   learned  Lord  that    children    sent    to    them    shall    be 
who  has  introduced  this  Bill  for  the  very  treated    as   criminals   for   the   whole   of 
material     improvenu^nts     in     the    exist-  their    childhood.       Can    there    be    any- 
ing  law  which   he   litis   proposed.       The  thing    more    monstrous    or   cruel    to  % 
foiu-  main  improvements   introduced    by  boy  than  to  stigmatise  him  as  a  criminal 
this    Bill    in    the   existing    law   dealing  during  the  whole  of  his  childhood  t    K 
with    youthful    offenders     aie  —  firstly,  this  is  allowed,  boys  will  be  turned  out 
the    extension   of    the    power    of    sum-  at  the  end  of  their  detention  M'ithout  any 
niarv   treatment    oi    otl'endeis,   which    I  sense  of  shame,   and   with   a  degrading 
tin'nk    will   In?   found  of    very  great  ad-  consciousness   that    they   are    cnminal& 
vantage  :    secondly,    the   greater  use   of  This,  of  course,  yn)l  also   act  as  an  im- 
moderate cor]X)rai  punishment  for  boys,  pediment  to  their  being  employed  in  any 
which  I  regard  in  every  way  preferable  industry  which  they  have   Ijeen   trained 
to    shutting    them    up    in    a    place    of  to  in  these   schools.     I   cannot   conceive 
detentitm  :    thiiflly.    the  increase  in  the  anything  more  dangerous  or  more  cruel 
liability     of     pirents   for   cost   of  main-  than   such   a  provision   as    this.     I  cm 
tenance  at  rofonnatories  and  for  neglect  hardly  suppose  that  the  noble  and  learned 
of   their   childien,  which    neglect  is   the  Lord  has  himself  really  seen  the  drift  of 
cause  of  halt  the  child  criminality  of  this  the  sixth  clause  of  this   Bill.     What  he 
eonntrv  ;  and.  lastly,  in  pioviding  places  desires,  and  what  we  all  desire,  is  thai 
for  children  to  be  sent  to  when  on  remand  children  should  not  be  punished  in  priaoik 
•owing   to   there   InMug    no   Refonnatory  AVe  are  all  agreed  upon  that  point.    To 
Scht>«>l   leady  at  the  moment   to  receive  shut  up  a  young  child  in  a  solitary  cdl 
tium.     For  all  these  improvements  in  the  in   a    prison  is    gross  cruelty,  and    pre- 
exist iitg  law    I,  for  one,  am  \ery  much  duci»s  no  bt^nefit  whatever,  but  the  propo* 
indebtf<l  to  the  noble  and   learned  Lord,  sal  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  goei 
the  ChamvUor  of  the  IHichv:  ]>ut  there  further,  and  suggests  that  for  all  conrictl 
is  one   clause,   which   has  licen  isjieeially  umler  sixteen  there  should  l>e  no  punisb* 
referred  to,  to  which  1  shoiiM  like  to  call  ment  at  all.     Under  this  Bill  parents  vho 
attention.    The  noble  Lord  »»|)iM>>ite  (Lonl  neglect    their   children  will  l)e   punished 
Leigh)  proposes  to withdr.w.  lii>  Bill,  which  by  havin;^  to  pay  costs  and  a  tine,  and 
is  adojued  )»y  the  clause  in  tliis  Bill  tlealing  to  gi\  v  a  security  for  their  future  betUT 
with  the  admission  of  children  tuRetorma-  conduct  :  but  that  the  children  should  b6 
tory  SehooK,  but  upon  thi-  Clause  I   feel  ser.t   to  -elnM>l  as  their  only  punishmflol 
compelled  to  .siy  a  tew  wnnix.       [  d,i  nnt  i>  a  propii>id  which  I  cannot    think  tlii 
think  there  is  anything  umTe  ilangenuis  ];oble  L«»rd  opptksite  (Lonl  Leigh)  would 
than  till- hjibii  which  l*aili.inie!it  is  gettiuii  wi>h  hini>elf.     What  he  wants' is  notto 
into  ot   lcgi-l;:ting  by  refe!encei«»  i»thei  secure  that  in  lieu  of  any  punishment  the 
Acts,  ami  not  explaining  exaaiy  what  th.e  chihl    shall  be  sent  to   scnool,  but   tW 
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I 
I 

I 

I 


ht3  shall  not  bu  Kent  to  pnson.  All  desire 
to  set?  piinishnient  ^}i  a  snitable  kind 
adopted,  whichj  in  the  Ctise  of  hoys,  vvniild 
in  utmost  all  instances  he  corp^n'al  punish- 


I 
I 


the  Standing  Committee  to-monow  on 
the  Bill  of  the  nuhle  Lord  opposite.  I 
will,  however,  consult  the  Home  Ottice  on 
the  sidiject,   and  after  hearing,  as  I  have 


ment.     They   j?honld  afterwards  go  to  a  i  no  donht  1  shall,  the  matter  discussed  in 
Refonnatorv,  if  no  other  schooling  oft'ers  I  the   Stanrling   CVmimittee   by   my    noble 
itself,   and   the   Reformatory    should    be  j  friends  1  will  state  the  view  taken  by  the 
treated  as  a  school,  and  not  an  a  penal  '  Home  Office, 
institution    retaining   criminal   character 

throughout  ednmtiotu  Indeed,  they  *LoRD  LEIGH  :  My  Lords,  if  it  is  the 
canJiijt  in  practice  l»e  treated  cus  penal '  wish  of  the  House  and  of  the  noble  and 
institutions.  They  are  just  the  t^ame  as  I  learned  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy 
other  schools,  except  that  tliey  are  mm\e  '  that  my  Bill  should  continue!  will  do  my 
so  excessively  agreealile  that  there  is  a  I  best  to  piLsh  it  forwaitl.  My  only  desire 
danger  of  a  premium  l»eing  gi^en  to  bail  i  is  to  see  the  clanse  which  embodies  the 
tre;itnient    ol     children    to     qualify    for  I  object  I  ha^  e   at  heart   ^jassed   into  law> 


Reformat (uics.       I    Wius   asked    by    one 
woman  \\m\  she  conlil  qnajif}^  her  child 
for  a  Refonnatory,  an<l  i  did  not  like  to 
tell  her  \sy  throwing  him    into  the  street 
to  pick    pockets.      As   a  matter  of  fact, 
our    Reformatories    are    the    very    best 
publicly   supported   schools   we   have   in 
the  comitry ;  they   are   far   I  setter   than 
the   ordinary  National   schfjols^  for  they 
give  technical  as  well  as  intellectual   in- 
struction.      By   treating  them  as   direct 
m^Jtles    of   pum'shment  more    harm  must  ; 
be  d<nie  than  good,  both  to  the  child  and  I 
to  the  country,  and  1  trust  the  clause  to  | 
which  1  have  called  attention,  as  well  aa  | 
the  Bill   it  adopts,  will  not    l>e    allowed  i  ^^ 
to 
the 

Lunlship; 

as  to  achieve  what  1  am  sure  is  his  desire 
lis  well  cis  mine  that  children  shoidd  have 
pn»per  punishment  not  in  prison.  If  he 
will  not  do  so,  I  am  certain  the  magistrates 
will  ailopt  the  usual  course  of  refusing  to 
act  upon  a  provision  which  is  alisolutely 
absunL 


and    I    trust   that  this 
realise<l. 


desire    will    be 


On  Question,  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  2**  accordingly,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Tuesday  the  27th  instant. 


BILL  INTPiODUCED. 


LIlJHT  LOAD  LINE  BILL  |Loras.] 
A  Bill  to  supplement  the  law    relating 
loarl    lines    on    merchant    ships 


was 


appear  on  the  Statute  Book.  I  hope  '  presented  by  the  Lord  Mnskerry;  read  \a; 
3  noble  and  learned  Lord  will, teU  your  to  be  piinted  ;  and  to  be  read  2«  on  Mon- 
nlships  that  he  will  alter  the  clause  so    ^y  the  26tk  mstant.     (No.  127.) 


QUESTIONS, 


*LoRD  JAMluS  OF  HEREFORD  :  May 
I  8ay,  wdth  regard  to  what  Lord  Leigh 
has  stated  with  reference  to  his  desire  to 
withdmw   his  Bill   in   view  of   the   pro- 


L 


vision  in  this  Bill  dealing  with  the  s^ime  |  Royal  Academy- 

miliject*  that  1  hope  he  will  not  withdraw 

his     Bill       1    hope    my    nohle    friends 

measure,  which  is  a  one-clause   Bill,  \^ill 

receive    the   assent    of   lioth    Houses   of 

Parliament,  and  1  see  no  olijection  to   his 

Bill  as   vvell  as  this   Bill  progressing.      If 

the  m>ble  Lord  s  Bill   passes,  tlien  tlte  Gth 

clause  of  this  Bill   can  l>e  struck  out.     It 

in  a  well-known  axiom  that  if  you  wish  to 

secure   your  game   two  guns  are  better 

than  one.     The  proiX)sal  contiiined  in  the 

6th  clause  will  bo  tliscussed  at  length  in 


THE  RnVAL  ACADEMV. 
*LoRt>  STANLEY  OF  ALFiERLEY: 
I  desire  to  ask  Her  Majesty's  Goverrnnent 
whether  they  will  give  effect  to  the  fol- 
tmving  reconnnendations  of  the  Select 
Comniittee  of  183C,  and  of  the  Royal 
Commission  of  1*:*63   wdth  respect  to   the 


That  the  Acadenvv  should  rest  on  a 
wider  and  more  liberal  liasis,  and  be 
viewed  as  a  »iational  institution,  and 
that  it  should  have  a  Charter  in 
lieu  of  the  Instnuncnt  of  1768.  (1836 
and  ltt63) : 

2.  That  an  annual  rejxjrt  should  be  pub- 
Hshed  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Acatlemy,  with  a  statement  of  ita 
income  *  and  expenditure,  duly 
audited      (1863)  : 
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noble  Marquess  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
nient  made  a  speech  at  the  last  Academy 
hanquet,  and   1  need  not  repeat  to  him 
his  own  speech.     But  I  should  like  to  ask 
him,  if  I  may,  whether,  when  he  spoke  of 
Commissions  on  the  right  and  Commissions 
on   the   left,  this  was  merely  a  reminis- 
cence of  Tennyson's  *'  Balaclava  Charge," 
and  referred    to  future  Commissions,  or 
whether   he   was  aware  that  the  Koyal 
Academy   was   already   flanked    by   two 
Commissions.     My  first  impression  of  his 
speech  was  that  he  had  heard  there  was 
to   l)e  an   attempt  to  reform  the  Royal 
Academy,  and  his  speech  was  a  warning. 
I  am   certain  the  noble  Marquess  would 
not  wish  to  imitate  Lord  Beaconsfield  in  | 
l)eing  a  Sphinx  and  a  man  of  mystery,  j 
but     his    speech    certainly    had    a    mis-  j 
leading   effect.      This   is   shown   hy   the  | 
remarks    of    the   Mmning  Post  next  day.  j 
Thiit  journal  said  : 

"  Nobody  is  more  given  to  telling  the  truth  I 
in  the  guise  of  a  i«wt  than  Lord  SaliHbiir\\  ■ 
.  .  .  Lord  Salisbury  foreshadowed  a  time  | 
when  the  Academy  might  have  to  he  managed  : 

l)y  the  (Government  ;  and,  though  he  confeHse<l  '  *,     i-»  u    l  ' 

that  he  did  not  think  it  would  then  be  ;  no!  )le  friend  has  put  on  the  Paper.  Ileha8» 
numaged  jiarticulctrly  well,  we  are  not  at  all  ,  as  usual,  surrounded  the  question  with  & 
rertain  that  he  did  m)t  foretell  the  thing  |  ^^^^ful  haze  of  irrelevant  matter  upon 
wliicli   Is   lK)und    to   liappen   sooner  or  later.  '*^i  •  i    -^  •         ^  r  *.     *^.f^k 

Tlie  Koval  Academv  ri/illv  is  a  (iovernment '  ^^'^^^h  it  IS  not  necessar>'  for  me  to  touch. 
Dejwrtn'ient  in  all  but  name.  It  cannot  make  ,  I  think,  if  we  once  attempt  an  lliqiUiy  as 
a  painter,  but  it  can  secure  tlic^  prosperity  of  to  what  anv  newspaper  says  in  this  or  that 
any  tradesman  wbo  has  learned  the  rules  of  lejulini;  aiticle,  we  shall  have  a  great  num- 
drawmg,  and  can  use  a  brush  to  imt  colour  on  =  ,  r       i  •     i.    r  i         i^u.,*        T  4.i.;>i1r 

canvas."  The  man  wbo  is  sconuHfbv  this  IkxIv  ,  ^^^^  ''{  subjects  for  usele^  debate  I  think 
is  scorned  by  the  vast  majority  of  the  picture-  '  that  the  ground  fallacy  of  my  noble  fnena* 
buying  public.  .  .  .  The* business  of  the  I  speech  is  the  impression  which  he  appean 
Academy  would  prolably  not  l>e  well  done  if  \  ^^^  entertain  that  the  Report  of  a  Commis- 
it   became    a    Ciovernment    Department,   but-    •  4.       i  u^      *4.^.„j^,i    4-^    ^nA 

half-a-dozen  Civil  Service  clerkV  would  intro- !  «j*>"  "^"^^  always  be  attended  tO,  and 
duce  improvements.     Through   mere   laziness  •  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  Its  Keport  alwavft 

'is  attended  to.  That  is  not  mv  expe- 
rience of  public  life.  I  have  ^itnesaed 
the  apix)intment  of  a  great  number  of 
Commissions,  but  my  impression  is  that  a 
very  small  percentage  have  received  any 
notice  from  legislatoi-s  or  fi-om  Parlia- 
ment. My  noble  friend  is  a  man  of  very 
great  indu.stry,  and  if  he  will  devote 
himself  to  ascertaining  how  many  Com- 
missions during  the  last  60  years  have 
reported,  and  how  many  of  those  Report* 
have  given  gi'ounds  for  any  action,  he  will 


Members  of  the  Govenmient  have  two 
opportunities  during  the  year  of  doing 
this  — the  Lord  Mayor's  banquet  and  the 
Royal  Academy  banquet.  But  if  the  noble 
Manjuess  and  his  colleagues  would  take  the 
step  I  have  suggested,  they  would  escape 
the  danger  they  now  incur  of  being  chaiged 
with  insincerity  in  the  matter.  In  the 
spring  the  papers  referred  to  what  Lord 
Beaconsfield  said  at  the  Academy.  In  his 
speech  to  the  Academicians  he  praised  the 
paintings  he  saw  about  him  for  their  im- 
agination, but  immediately  afterwards  he 
said  to  Mr.  Browning  they  showecl  no 
imagination  whatever.  This  story  shows 
the  danger  of  the  insincerity  to  which 
the  A(?ademy  banquet  exposes  a  Minister. 
I  have  nothing  more  to  say,  except  to 
make  a  formal  motion  for  Papers,  in  case 
I  wish  to  reply. 

The  PKIME  MINISTER  and  SECRE- 
TARY OF  STATE  FOR  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Saus- 
BUKV) :  My  Lords,  I  vrill  try  to  give  some 
sort  of  answer  to  the  question  which  my 


the}'  wdiilil  put  some  limit  to  the  niimher  of 
«mvase>  that  may  be  sent  in.  and.  Ijelievinj; 
in  their  ijrnorance  that  pictures  are  exhihite^l 
in  order  that  they  may  he  seen,  they  would 
aminjre  the  galleries  as  almost  all  galleries, 
save  tliose  of  the  Academy,  are  an"ange<i." 

I  begin  to  have  doubts  as  to  whether  the 
noble  Manpiess  does  not  wish  to  shelter 
himself  under  the  vi.-i  incrtin:  of  Lord  Mel- 
bourne and  Lord  Palniei-ston.  If  that  is 
not  so,  there  is  a  veiy  simple  way  for  the 
noble  Manpiess  totake  action.  He  need  not 
even  writealettertothe  Royal  Academy.   It 

would  Ik?  quite  suthcient  if  he  were  now  to  furnish  a  very  important  contribution  to 
saythat,  until  the  Academy  refonned  itself,  the  history  of  his  time.  I  think  I  know 
he  and  his  colleagues  would  not  accept  the  several  Commissions  now  pending  that 
next  invitation  to  the  Academy  banquet.  " 
This  would,  of  coui*se,  Ik*  a  s(»lf-denying 
onlinance,  not  tor  thr  loss  of  the  diiiner, 
but  for  the  loss  on  tlu'  i)ait  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  opj)oit unity,  if  I  may  siiy 
so,    of   blowing   its   own    trirnqxit.     Tlie 

Ijonl  Sianh'ff  of  Ahhrley. 


have  not  the  slit^htest  probability  of  any 
action  being  talken  upon  them.  But  mr 
noble  frientt  apm»ars  to  look  forward  to» 
jhmI^mI,  whicli  Lortl  Wemyss  glanced  at 
on  a  previous  tx^casion,  when  the  G<»vem- 
ment  sin  mid  undertake  the  management 
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of  the  Royal  Academy.  I  confess  that  I 
thfrik  thh  nnihwlukUi^  is  ri'?5erve!l  for 
lM»i*ler  huiiild  thjiri  iiiijie.  I  hope  thait  if 
there  is  to  \ie  an  artistic  Party  in  I^arlia* 
nieiit»  which  will  prescrihe  for  the  various 
artistic  iKMlies  what  they  ought  to  do, 
they  will  orgniiiHc  themselves  in  some 
mich  way  that  all  their  leecunniendiitioiis 
may  have  a  inmninions  tendency.  I  am 
afraid  my  noble  friend  and  Lord  Wemyss 
mv  still  fiir  apart  in  the  remedies  they 
rec»»nunentl  for  the  eoiisideration  of  Par- 
liament. But  the  practical  point  18 — 
Are  the  (Jt>vernnnnit  goin^  to  introduce 
any  measure  this  session  to  alter  the  con- 
Atitiuion  of  the  Royal  Aeudemy  ?  I  have 
hail  the  privdege  to  hear  the  exposition  of 
the  state  of  public  Imsines.s  which  my  right 
hoti.  friend  the  Leader  of  th<?  Hfnisc  of 
Commons  hua  to<ky  made  before  that 
IkmIv,  I  think  that  when  my  noble 
frienri  comes  U>  read  it  he  will  a^Tce  with 
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NEW    WRIT. 

New  Writ  for  the  Comity  of  York,, 
West  Riding  {Osgoldcross  L»ivision),  m 
the  room  of  Sir  John  Austin,  Biironet 
(Chiltern  HundrcKis).  —  (Mf\  JfilUa/ii 
M'Arthiir.) 


rnirATR  bill  business, 

PHIVATE  BILLS,    [Lurdn.] 
(Standing    Orders   not   previously    in- 
quired into  complied  with.) 

Mr,  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  ai  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  f*>r  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 


me  that  the  tiisk  of  introducing  any  such  ;  case  of  the  following  Bills,  originating  in 


I 


thorny  and  rlithcidt  i*nbject  as  the  reform 
of  r»nr  artistic  institutions  is  not  likely  to 
Ik?  undertaken  in  the  two  mouths  which 
yet  remain  of  thi^  sessitin*  There  is  no 
aiiliject  which  pnjduces  such  a  healthy 
difl'erenee  of  opinion  as  i|uestions  which 
rehUe  to  art,  and,  consequently,  there  is 
no   subject  which   is  likely   to  make   m 

freat  a  demand  on  the  tinre  of  PaiHament. 
certainly  shoidd  think  it  very  imjaMKlent 
of  ikwy  Minist<^r  to  luidertake  sucii  a  task, 
unless  heweredriv»>n  liy  very  nnich  greater 
evils  and  "lefects  tlian  it  is  possil>le  to 
show  in  the  present  management  (jf  the 
Koyal  Academy.  On  the  whole,  the 
results  appear  to  nu'  to  he  quite  as  good 
as  they  are  likely  to  bt'  by  intr<»dncii^g  the 
Civil  Service  element  int<i  the  management 
of  the  Koyal  Academ)',  and  I  doul  >t  whether 
juiy  large  addition  of  politicians  to  the 
governing  body  of  our  gi  eat  art  institution 
will  at  id  much  tu  tlie  value  and  lieauty  of 
its  w (nk. 

♦Lord  STANLEY  of  ALDKKLEY  : 
My  ijords,  on  the  whole  1  am  perfectly  sat is- 
fieU  w  ith  the  answer  given  l>v  the  noble 
Marfjuess,  K^cause  he  indicates  that  at 
gome  futtu-e  time  something  will  be  done, 
I  shall  find  the  observations  of  the  nulde 
Matipiess  with  regard  to  Roy  a]  CommiS' 
ftinns  very  useful  in  dealing  with  another  \  complied  with.) 
matter  1  intend  to  call  your  Lordships' 
Jittention  to,  and  of  which  I  have  given 
notice* 


tlie  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not 
previously  impiired  into,  and  which  are 
applicable  thereto,  have  been  complied 
with,  viz. — 

liUENOS    AYKES   AND    PACIFIC    HAIL- 

WAY   COMPANY    HILL.    [Lards.] 

TRANSVAAL  ]\l(UtTt;A(;E,  LOAN,    AND 
FINANCE  COMPANY    HILL.    [LonU.] 

Ordered,  That  the  Bills  be  read  a 
second  time. 

PRIVATE  BILLS.    [Lonis.] 

(No  Standing  Orders  applicable.) 

Mr.  SpEAKEn  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  folbiwing  Bill>  originating  in 
the  Lords,  and  referred  on  the  First 
Pteading  thereof,  no  Standing  Orders  are 
applicable,  \\z, — 

VORKE  ESTATE   BILL.   [Lonl^.] 
Ordered,    That    the    Bill    be    read  & 
second  time. 

PROVISIONAL  OHDEK  BILLS. 
(Standing    Orders    applicable    thereto 


upon    the     Table 
the   Examinei^a  of 


House  ailjtJunT*>*l  at  twentv   mhmtefl  I 
before  Six  e'clwk.  til!  Te-niorrow, 
half  i>u3t  T«ii  u'clock. 


I      Mk.  Speaker  laid 

\  Report  from   one  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  the 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  referred  o!i  the 

j  First    Reading     thereof,    the     Stcinding 
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HASTINCJS   AND   ST.    LEONARDS  GAS 
BILL.  [Lords.] 

As  amended,    considered;  to  be  read 
the  third  time. 


Orders  which  are  applicable  thereto  have 
been  complied  with,  viz. — 

ELECTRIC     LIGHTING     PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  (No.  20)  BILL. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  To-morrow. 


WALKER     AND     WALLSEND    UNION 
GAS  (ELECTRIC  LIGHTING)  BILL. 

As  amended,  considered  ;  Amendments 
made ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 


PRIVATE   BILL.  [Lords.] 

(Standing  Orders   not    previously  in 
quired  into  not  complied  with.)  i 

Mr.  Speaker  laid   upon   the    Table  >L  SAINTS  CHURCH  (CARDIFF)  BILL. 
Report  from  one   of  the  Examiners   of  '      ^    ,  ,  , '  ^, 

Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the  !      ^o  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Thure- 
case  of  the  following  Bill,  originating  in  t    *^* 
the   Lords,    and    referred  on  the  First  | 
Reading  thereof,  the  Standing  Orders  not  \ 
previously  inquired  into,  and  which  are 
-applicable  thereto,  have  not  been  complied 
with,  viz. — 


BIRMINGHAM,      NORTH       WARWICK- 
SHIRE, AND   STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
RAILWAY    RILL.     [Lonls]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred  to 
the    Select     Committee     on     Standing  > 
Orders.  I 

LONDON,      BRIGHTON,     AND     SOUTH 
COAST  RAILWAY  (PENSIONS)  BILL. 

LISBURN  URBAN   DISTRICT   COUNCIL 
BILL. 

Lords'  Amendments    considered,   and 
agreed  to. 

FRIENDS'    PROVIDENT     INSTITUTION 
BILL.  [Ix)rds.] 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
an  Amendment. 


GREAT  GRIMSBY  STREET  TRAM- 
WAYS BILL.    [Lords.] 

LOWESTOFT  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL 

[Lords.] 

MERSEY  DOCKS  AND  HARBOUR 
BOARD  (PILOTAGE)  BILL.    [Lonl^] 

MILL  WALL  DOCK  BILL. 

NORTH-EASTERN  AND  HULL  AND 
BARNSLEY  RAILWAYS  (JOINT 
DOCK)  BILL.    [Lords.] 

NORTH  -  EASTERN    RAILWAY  BUX. 

[Lonls.] 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 


ST.  NEOTS  WATER  BILL.    [Lords.]   (?J 
Onler.) 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 


LOWESTOFT  PROMENADE  PIER  BILL. 
(Queen's  consent  signified.)    Read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

SKIPTON  I'RBAN  DISTRICT  GAS  BILL. 

[Lords.] 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with 
Amendments.  i 


GODALMIN(; 

Read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


CORPORATION 
BILL. 


WATER 


MID-KENT  (iAS  BILL.   [Lords.] 
Read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  with  , 
Amendments. 

ABERDEEN    CORPORATION  BILL. 

[Lords.] 

As  amended,  considered  ;  Amendments 
made ;  Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time. 


LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (GENERAL 
POWERS)  BILL. 

Ordered,  That  the  Minutes  of  Evidence 
taken  before  the  Committee  on  the  Greit 
Eastern  Railway  Bill,  in  the  Session  of 
of  1887,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  London  Coimty  Council  (Genoil 
towers)  (recommitted)  KU. — {Dr.  Fur- 
qnharson,) 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTING    PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  18)  BILL. 

ELECTRIC   LIGHTING  PROVISIONAL 
ORDERS  (No.  19)  BILL. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (Inhuul)  ?!«>• 
VISIONAL  ORDERS  (Na  2)  BILL 

LOCAL      (;oVERNMENT     (IRELAND! 
PROVISIONAL  ORDERS  (Na  3)  BILL 
Read  a  third  time,  and  yased. 


U77 


Fl'ftiwHS 


[19  JimK  1899} 


Fctitums 


1478 


ELECTIUC    LKJHTJNli     PROVISIONAL  I  acquire   Gwyn^s  Groimck   Londonderry, 

anrl  lay  out  the  same  as  a  pufjlic  park  ; 
and  for  othei*  piirpusea/"  [Brooke's  Park 
(Londonderry)  Bill  [Lords,] 


OHDEKS  (No.  in)  BILL, 

LOCAL    tiriVEHNMENT    PKOVrsiONAL 

nHDEUS  (No,  2)  HILL. 

LOCAL    GOVEKN.MENT     T*H( ^VISIONAL 
OKr»EKS  {No.  7)  HILL. 

MILITARY  LANDS  RRO\  I810NAL 

ORDER  RILL. 

As   amended,  eonsiderod  ;  to  be  read 
the  third  tinie  To-morrow. 

HARROW    AND    lXHRnM;H  RAILWAY 
RILL. 

llRlsroL  <^AS    RILL  lipids,] 

Reported,  with  Amendments  ;  Reports 
to  lie  up(in  the  Tal»k%  and  toLe  printed. 

ME8SAt;E    FROM    THE    LORDS. 

rKThat  they  have  agreed  to — 
Amendments  to 


BIRKENHEAD  COKrORATIOX  BILL. 

[l^rtis-I       , 

Without  Amendment. 


That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  intituled, 
*"  An  Act  to  confirm  certain  Provisional 
Oniers  made  hy  the  Board  of  Tragic  under 
Tho  U;xs  and  Water  Works  Facilities  Act, 
1870,  relatintf  to  Alton  (Hants)  Gas,  Bed- 
worth  (fiis,  Elrftree  and  Boreham  Woml 
Gas,  Linia\ ady  ikia,  and  Wellirigl>orough 
Gas,"  [Giis  Orders  Confirmation  (No,  1) 
BUI.  [Lords.] 

Also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  ''  An  Ait  to  con- 
firm certain  Provisional  Orders  made  by 
the  Boiird  of  Trade  under  The  Gas  and 
Water  Works  Facilities  Aet^  1870,  relat- 
ing to  Burnliam  and  District  Water, 
Har|>enden  Water,  Maidstone  A\'ater, 
Stourbridge  Water,  and  Tilehurst,  Pang- 
U>urne,  and  District  Water."  [Water 
Oltiers  Contirmation  Bi!I,  [Lords.] 

Also,  a  Bill  intituled,  "  An  Act  to  eon- 
firm  certju'n  Pro\isioiial  Orflers  made  by 
the  Board  nf  Trade  under  The  Cias  and 
AVat^r  Works  Facilities  Act,  1S70,  relat- 
ing to  Heme  Bay  Ga?*,  Hoylake  and  West 
Kirby  Gas  and  AVater,  Tnubridge  Gas, 
and  York  Town  and  Black  water  Gas," 
[Gas  and  Water  Orrters  Confirmation 
Bill    [Lonls.] 

Ar»d,  also,  a  Bill,  intituled,  *'  An  Act  fur 
confernng  powers  upon  the  triistees  oi  the 
will  of  the  late  James   Hood  Brooke  tu 


GAS  ORDEFtS  CONFIRMATION  (No.  I) 
HILL.  [Lords] 

Read  the  first  time ;  referred  to  the 
Examinei-s  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
and  to  be  printed.     [Bill  239.] 

WATER  ORDERS  CONFIRMATION  RILL, 
[LorilH.] 

Bead  the  first  time ;  referreil  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills, 
and  to  be  printed     [BiM  240,] 

GAS    AND    WATER    ORDERS    CONFIR- 
MATION BILL.    [Lonls.] 

Read  the  first  time  :  i-eferred  to  the 
Exannners  uf  Petitions  for  Private  BiRs' 
and  to  be  printtMU     [Bill  241.] 

RROOKH'S  PARK  (LONEJONDERRY) 
RILL.  [Lorils.] 

Head  the  first  time,  and  I'eferrcd  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 


PETITIONS. 


CHURCH  DISCIPLINE  RILL, 

Petitioji  from  Nottingham,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  n\Hm  the  Table. 

LIQCOR  TRAFFIC  LtH  AL  A  FTO 
(SCOTLAND)  RILL. 

Petition  from  Nottingham,  in  favour ; 
to  He  ufKKi  the  Table. 

LOCAL  trOVKRNMKNT(S(^nTLANn)  ACT 
08^>4)  AMENDMENT  RILL, 
Petitions,    in  favour :   Fmni  Wick  and 
Brechin  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Tal»le, 

PtiORLAW   AMENDMENT  (SCOTLAND^ 
ACT.  1K4.J. 

IVtitif>n  from  Bf^thwell,  for  alteration 
of  Law  :  to  lie  upon  the  Tal>le, 

PRIVATE    L¥M  ISLATM  LN     PROCEDURE 

(SCOTLAND)   RILL, 

Petitions,  in  favour:  From  Brechin, 
Astmther,  Easter,  and  Crail  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

SALE  OF   INTOXICATING  LH>1  OUS  ON 
SUNDAY  RILL 

Petitions  in  favour :  From  Walton, 
Gliistonbory,  Street,  Parbrook,  Aller, 
Long  Sutton,  and  Preston  (three) :  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 
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TOWN  COl'NCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
Petition   from  Selkirk,  in  favour  ;   to  ' 
lie  upon  the  Table.  j 


liETUUNS,   REPORTS,  dr. 


TRADE  KEPOUTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 


! 

Copies  presented, — of  Diplomatic  and  i 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos.  I 
2290  to  2292  [hy  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  i 
the  Table. 

COLONIAL  REPORTS  (ANNUALS 
Copy    presented, —of  Report  No.   261 
Jamaica,  Annual  Report  for  1897-8)  [by  | 
Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  j 

i 
RAILWAYS  (CONTINUOUS  HKAKES).    j 

Copy  presented, — of,  lietui  n  l)y    Rail- 
way Companies  of  the  United  Kingdom  • 
for   the    six    months    ending    the    31st 
December  1898  [by   Command] ;   to   lie 
upon  the  Table. 


Paper  laid  upon  tlie  Table  by  the  Clerk 
of  the  House — 

PUBLIC    RECORDS    (TREASURY). 
Copy  of  Schedule  of  Documents  (of  the 
Treasury)    which    are  not  considered  of 
sufficient   public  value  to    justify   their 

f^reservation  in  the  Public  Recorrl  Office 
by  Act]. 

ARMY  RIFLE  RANi;ES. 
Address  for  "  Return  of  the  Rifle  Ran- 
ges which  have  been  closed  to  the  firing 
of  full-charge  ammunition  since  the  issue 
of  the  Lee-Metford  rifle,  and  of  new 
ranges  approved  diuring  the  same  period." 
-.(J//-.  Freflenck  JFilsan.) 


QUESTIOXS, 


LONDON  (X^UNTY  COUNCIL. 
Copy  presented, — of  Returns  relating 
to  the  Council  up  to  31st  Martli,  1899, 
with  Estimate  of  Expenditure'  for  the 
year  ending  31st  Mai-ch  1900  [by  Act]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  lu'  printed. 
[No.  233.] 

SUPERANNUATION  A(T,  1887. 
Copy  presented,  -of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  *8th  June  1899,  granting  to  Mr. 
Alfred  Edgar  Clay,  Second  Division  Clerk 
in  the  Money  Order  Office,  Gon(?ral  Post 
Office,  a  Retired  Allowance  und(M-  the  Act 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Tal)l(\ 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND). 
Copy  presented,- of  Minut«*  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  of  ?/hication  in 
Scotland,  dated  15th  June,  1899,  amend- 
ing the  terms  of  Paragraph  T)  of  the 
Minute  of  27th  April,  1899,  providing  for 
the  distribution  of  the  sum  available  for 
i^econdary  or  Technical  (includnig  Agri- 
cultural) l^^lucation,  under  Section  2,  Sul)- 
section  (4),  of  The  Local  Taxation 
Account  (Scotland)  Act,  18!)8  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Tal»le. 

ARMY    ^MILITARY     WOKKS). 
Copy      presented,-- of       Approximate 
Flstimate   of   Expenditure    for    the   year 
1899-1900    under    existing     Loans  "^[by 
•Command]  :  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


ADMIRALTY  CONTRACTS. 
Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Diui- 
dee) :  I  lieg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
i  Admiralty  when  the  new  form  of  Ad- 
I  miralty  Contract  will  l>e  laid  upon  the 
i  Table. 

The  secretary  to  the  ADMI- 
j  RALTY  (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  S.): 

No  date  can  3'et  be  given,  but  the  form  i« 
■  in  draft,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  final 

revision  will  not  be  prolonged. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  Seeing 

that  this  question  was  asked  18  moiithi 

ago,  will  the  hon.  Gentleman  undertake 

;  to  let  us  have  the  form  before  the  Ship- 

,  building  Vote  is  reached  ? 

Mr.    MACARTNEY :    I   caimot  give 
that  undertaking. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  I  sbull 
;  raise  the  «iuestion  on  the  Vote. 

j  THK  C.UARDS'  LOST  STORFX 

I     Sir    .lAMF^    FERGUSSON     (Man- 

I  Chester,  N.E.) :  I  Ixjg  to  ask  the  Under 

I  SecreUir}'   of  State  for  War  whether  a 

I  claim  made  by  the  1st  Battalion  Greiuh 

I  dier  Guanls  for  losses  of  canteen  storet, 

\  amounting  to  £340,  by  the  up-etting  of 

j  boats    on    the    Nile    provided    by   the 

Egyptian  Government,  has  been  refuted 

by  the  War  Office  ;  whether  he  is  aw«n' 

that  the  ])attalion  was  ordered  to  take  np 

the  Nile  coffee  bar  goods  sufficient  to  Uft 

till   the  end   of  September,  and  that  * 
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Board  was  held  to  coiisidor  the  losses  as 
soon  as  pracUcablo  aftirwjirds  :  whothcr 
the  finding  of  the  lioanl  was  approved  by 
theGeiRTul  comniandiTi^  the  division,  wlio 
considered  the  sum  elaimed  moderate,  and 
reeommemled  its  ]vayment,  and  again 
approved  hy  the  General  eommatiding  in 
Egypt;  whether  the  losses  in  ♦[iiesthHi  i 
fall  upon  the  canteen  fund,  and  r  onne- 
<juently  u[K>n  the  nmk  and  file  of  the 
battidion  ;  and  on  what  grounds  the  elaim 
has  liecn  refnsed  after  eight  months' 
delay. 

♦Thk  FINAXCIAL  secretary  to 
THE  VVAi:  (JFFICE  (Mv.  J.  PijWELL- 
WiLLiAMs,  Birmingham,  8):  The  matter 
referred  to  in  the  nueslion  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  still  under  considera- 
tion, and  no  final  decision  has  yet  been 
arrived  at. 

THE  Ul  EUNSEY  MILITIA. 
Majo!j  HASCH  (Essex,  S.E:) :  I  ben; 
to  ask  the  Under  Seoreta.ry  of  State  for 
War  whether  the  Guernsey  Mditia  threw 
down  their  arms  and  /iceoiUremeiitH,  dtn] 
played  football  with  their  helmets  when 
on  piirade ;  and  whether  the  War  Otliee 
propO!*es  to  take  any  notice  of  sueli 
mutinous  proeeedi ngs* 

*Mit  J,  POWELL-WILLIAMS  r  The 
Governor  has  telegraphed  that  the  report 
18  untnie. 

Major  RASCH  :  May  I  ask  whether 
the  hon.  Gentleman  knows  that  the 
question  is  praetieally  taken  from  a  report 
in  Tli^  TifHffi  of  \Vedncsday  last  1 

*Uji.  J,  POWELI^WILLIAMS  :  Yes, 
I  think  that  is  very  likely  ;  but,  neverthe- 
less, it  is  untrue. 

Mk,  JL  G.  WEBSTER  (St.  Pancras, 
Ew) :  Is  it  trtie  that  several  officers  were 
cheered  on  parade  and  others  were 
hissed  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  had  better  give  notice  of  that 
c|uestion. 

THE  >[ETltrjp*njTAX  VOLUNTEER 
HE  VIEW, 

General  Rl- SHELL  (Cheltenham):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  it  is  the  intention  to 
provide  aecommothition  for  Members  of 
Parliament,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  witness 


the  Review  at  Aldershot  by  Her  Majesty 
on  the  26th  instant. 


*Mr. 
Perhaps 


J, 


POWELL  >  WILLIAMS: 
my  liuiK  mn\  gallant  frieml 
will  allow  me  to  an^^wer  this  <jnestiojK  It 
in  not  proposed  to  erect  any  stanrh,  but 
the  (leneral  Officer  Commanding,  Alder- 
shot, will  do  the  best  he  earj  to 
aceommodjite  the  carriage!^  of  piTsons 
<lesiring  to  see  the  Review.  Applitaiions 
fnr  carriage  tiekets  should  be  made  to  thi^ 
Chief  Stall"  Officei;  Aldershot. 


Will  Me  Td>ers 
carriages     have 


GEXEHAt.     ItUSSELL  : 

who    do    not     possess 
aceonuuixlatlon  If 

*Mr.  J,  POWELL-WILLLVMS:  Yes; 
I  understand  that  sUmding  roum  i^tII  lie 
reserved  also,  and  that  application  foi* 
standing  should  he  made  in  the  same  way 
as  foi'  carriages. 

JOSEPH   DENISTON  (LATi:  0¥  THE 
I  0th   FOOT). 

Mr.  J,  P.  FARRELL  (Kerry,  S.)  : 
I  lie^  to  ask  the  Financial  See  re  tar  v  to 
the  War  Office  whether  he  can  order  an 
intjuiry  by  the  nuJitary  authorities  at 
Longford  into  the  present  condition  of 
health  of  rloseph  I>eniston,  formerly 
helonging  to  the  10th  Font  ;  anil 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Deniston, 
although  having  served  with  gocxl  con- 
duct in  South  Afiica  and  elsewhere  for 
many  years^  is  left  without  any  pension  or 
reward,  and  is  now  unable  to  work  to 
support  his  family. 

*Mr,  J.  I'OWELL- WILLIAMS  :  I 
have  nothing  to  add  to  what  has  lieeJi 
stated  on  pre\noua  occasions  in  this 
House  in  regard  to  this  e^ise,  and  can  only 
r«fer  the  hon.  Mendaer  to  mv  reply  to 
him  of  the  2Hth  March,  1898,  'The  case 
had  then  been  considered  no  less  than 
fifteen  times. 

CORK  MILITARY  DI8TKICT 
roNTIIACTH. 

Captain  DONELAX  (Cork,  E,):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Financial  SecretJiry  to  the 
War  Office  with  reference  to  the  con- 
tractJi  for  supplies  of  groceries,  pro\  isions, 
ttc,  to  the  Cork  Military  District,  recently 
given  to  the  Canteen  and  Mess  Co-opera- 
tive Hfjeiety,  Limited,  whether  he  is  aware 
that  since  the  commencement  of  the  con- 
tract on  1st  May,  1899,  many  complaints 
have  been  received  at  the  Cork  Head* 
(juartera  Office  both  as  to  the  quality  of 
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the  goods  supplied  and  as  to  irregular  de- 
livery, and  that  in  some  instances  the 
canteens  have  been  compelled  to  fall  back 
on  the  local  firms  for  supplies  ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  contract  was  given 
to  this  society  although  local  firms  which 
have  long  supplied  the  district  satis- 
factorily quoted  lower  prices  for  articles 
most  largely  used  or  consumed  ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  these  facts,  steps  will 
be  taken  to  terminate  the  contract  and 
afford  an  opportunity  to  local  trades- 
men. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  A  few 
complaints  as  to  quality  of  goods  and 
irregularity  of  delivery  were  at  first  re- 
ceived, but  the  contract  is  now  working 
smoothly,  and  those  concerned  are  well 
satisfied  with  it.  It  is  not  proposed  to 
interfere  in  this  matter  with  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  General  Officer  commanding 
at  Cork.  Of  the  four  successful  con- 
tractors three  were  local  firms. 

Captain  DONELAN:  Is  the  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  when  this  question 
was  previously  raised  in  this  House,  the 
late  Under  Secretary  for  War  stated  that 
any  change  which  might  be  made  would 
be  in  the  direction  of  enabling  canteen 
committees  to  manage  their  own  affairs 
in  this  matter  ? 

*Mr.  .J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  If  the 
hon.  Member  wants  further  information  I 
shall  be  happy  to  get  it  for  him.  He  can 
hardly  hold  me  responsible  for  any  stjite- 
ment  made  ]>v  the  late  Under  Secretary 
for  War. 

Captain  DOXELAN;  Has  this  new 
system  been  adopted  at  any  military 
station  in  P^ngland  ? 

*Mk.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  It  is 
not  a  new  system. 

FKJHTING    ON    THK    TL'KCO  SKUVIAN 
FKONTIKII. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  (Suftblk,  Eye) :  I 
l)eg  to  ask  the  Lender  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Afiairs  whether  he  is  able  to 
communicate  any  information  with  reganl 
to  the  reported  conflict  on  the  Turco- 
Serviaii  frontier. 

*The  U  X 1  )EK  SEC  RET  A  K  Y  of  STATE 
FouFOKEKiX  AFFAlHS(Mr.  BuoDiucK, 
Surrey,  (Tuildford):  Her  Majesty's  Mini- 
ster at  Belgrade  has  telegraphed  that  the 
frontier  between  Ketkotser  and  Medewtfi 
was  crossed  im  June  14th  by  Albanians 
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I  and  Turkish  Regulars,  who  tried  to  raid 

^  villages    and    took   two  Servian  guard- 

I  houses.      They    were    opposed    by    the 

Servian    frontier     guards     and     armed 

villagers.       Servian    troops    have    been 

moved  up  to  the  frontier ;  the  invaders 

I  have  retired,  and  it  is  presumed  that  the 

military  steps  taken  by  Servia  will  suffice 

,  to  maintain  order. 

SIR  W.  GARSTIN'S    REPORT     ON    THE 
SOUDAN. 

.Mr.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Nottingham,  Rusb- 
clift)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Seeretair 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  when  the 
Report  of  Sir  W.  Garstin,  rewpecting  hi» 
visit  of  inspection  of  the  Nile  south  of 
Khartoum  and  the  Soudan,  specifically 
alluded  to  by  Lord  Cromer  in  his  Repon 
on  Egyptian  affairs  for  1898,  will  be  laid 
upon  the  Table  and  distributed. 

'  *Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Sir  W.  Garatin^s 
Report  is  now  being  prepared  for  presen- 

i  tation  to  Parliament.  It  will  be  laid  jukI 
distributed  in  the  course  of  this  week. 

SOUTH      AFRICAN      REPUBUC-THE 
MURDER  OF  MRS.  APPLEBE. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast. 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonics  whether  any  further  in- 
formation has  been  received  concerning 
the  murder  of  Mrs.  Applebe,  wife  of  the 
Rev.  R.  F.  Applel)e,  Wosleyan  missionair, 
reported  by  Sir  Alfred  Milner  in  Seril 
No.  55,  South  African  Republic,  Blue 
Book,  as  an  act  of  revenge  on  the  part  of 
the  liquor  dealers  for  efforts  made  bv 
Mr.  Applebe  and  Mr.  Wilson  to  expoee 
their  nefarious  trade ;  and  whether  any 
of  the  perpetrators  of  the  outrage  hare 
l>een  punished,  or  any  compensation 
awanled  by  the  President  of  tne  South 
African  Republic. 

Thk  SKCRETARY  of  STATE  nw 
THK  COLONIP:s  (Mr.  J.  Chambkruin. 
Birmingham,  \V.) :  The  last  information 
received  is  contained  in  Nos.  61  and  63 
in  the  Bhie  Book.  No  result  has  been 
obtained  from  the  offer  of  a  reward  ^ 
£500  by  the  Government,  and  there  i» 
no  chie  as  yet  to  the  perpetrators.  I  tM 
not  aware    that  compensation  baa  been 


THK   KrLLINc;   OF  MR,    EDGAR  BY  A 
BOER  POLICEMAN. 

Mh.  1)1  XCOMBE  (Cnmberiand,i«ie^ 
mont) :  On  behalf  of  the  hon.  Memberfor 
the  hxdesall  Division  of  ShefSeldlbqgto 
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ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  |  nJght  on  a  chargeof  persistently  following 
whether     some     compensation     will    be    *"-*^  :.*..^-  --    i^.*__-i  .         ^   *  i 

claimed  on  Inshalf  of  the  widow  of  Mr.  l 
Edgar,    whi)  whs  allot   dead  in  his  own 


house  by  n  Boer  policeman. 

Mr,  J.  CHAMBERLAIX  :  The  answer 
m  in  the  affirmative  ;  a  claim  for  com- 
pensation hm  been  made  on  behalf  of  the 
widow  and  child. 

THE  JAMESUX  KAIP. 
Mil  a  P.  SCOTT  (Lancashire,  Leigh)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colotnes  whether,  as  staterl  by  Sir 
Alfred  Milner  in  his  dispatch  dated 
4th  Mny%  thi;^  Cijuntry  was,  jnst  liefore 
the  so<'alIe*l  Jameson  liaid,  on  the  verge 
of  war  with  the  Transvaal  :  and,  if  so, 
whjit  were  the  gronrids  justifying  a 
declaration  of  war  against  the  Tnmsvaal 
by  this  country  at  that  time. 

Mr.    J,    CHAMBERLAIN:     Sir     A. 

Mibier's  statement  is  pei-feetly  correct^ 
ami  the  hon.  Memljer  will  find  full  in- 
formation in  Blue  Book  C.  8174  of  Mav, 
1897, 

PHOMnTION  IN  THE  PRISON  SERVICE. 
Mk.  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  there  are  seven  oflictals  in  the 
Prisons  Department  who  have  served 
forty  years  and  upwanis,  and  who  are 
over  sixty  years  of  age  ;  and,  if  so,  will 
special  facilities  be  ottered  to  induce  their 
retirement,  in  view  of  the  large  number 
of  juniors  w^ho  are  at  the  maximum  of 
their  class. 

*Thk  secretary  of  STATE  for 
TUB  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M, 
Whitk  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool): 
I  have  been  asked  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to 
answer  this  question.  There  are  six^  not 
seven,  officers  in  the  Prisons  Department 
who  have  served  forty  years  and  upwards 
and  are  over  sixty  years  of  age.  They 
mil  retire  un<ler  the  general  rule  on 
reaching  sixty-five,  and  there  appear  to  me 
to  be  no  grounds  for  any  action  in  the 
matter.  I 

i;LASnOW   ISAKERV    DISPUTE.  I 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON:  (Glas- , 
gow,  Bridgeton) :  I  l>eg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  case  of  Angus  M'Nanghton, 
baker,  of  Kinning  Park,  Glasgow,  arrested 
en  the  12th  ultimri  and  lacked  up  for  the  j 

VOL.  LXXIL      [YovnTR  Series  ] 


with  intent  to  intimidat«i   certain  work^ 

men   in  a  Uikery  eormected  with  which 

there   was  some  trade  dispute  ;  w^hether 

I  the    police    otEcer  arresting   liim    had   a 

j  warrant   for   his  arrest ;  will  he  explain 

why  the   police  refused  to  communicate 

in  his  wife  the   fact   of   his   arrest   and 

I  detention,  also  why  on   the  occasion    of 

I  his  l«3ing  brouglit  before  a  magistrate  on 

ihe  13th    ultimo,   and  remanded  for   48 

hours,  b.'ul  was  ot^erc<i  and  refused  ;  and 

why,    if   the   charge  against  him  was    a 

serious  one,    was    he    iilierated    on    16th 

May,    after    fntir   nights'    incarceration, 

without  l>eing  callcil  on  even  to  make  a 

decliiratio!!  before  the  sheriff  to  whom  his 

case  was  remitted. 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
GitAiiAM  MuKRAY,  Buteshire)  :  Inquiry 
has  been  maile  into  the  ease  referred  to 
by  the  hoiK  Member.  The  police  officer 
had  no  warrant  ;  the  arrest  was  made 
under  Section  86  of  the  Burgh  Police 
Act,  1892.  My  information  is  that  the 
police  did  not  refuse  to  comnuuiicate  to 
the  prisoner's  wife  the  fact  of  his  arrest 
and  detention,  and  that  bad  was  not 
offered,  and  therefore  not  refused.  In 
reply  to  the  last  paragraph,  the  facts  are 
these  :  The  pris^»ncr  was  brcaight  before 
the  magistrate  on  Saturday,  the  13th, 
and  the  case  was  remitted  to  tlie  Sheriff 
Court  for  consideration.  The  police 
re{)ort  was  made  to  the  Sheriffs  Pro- 
curator-Fiscal on  Monday,  the  15th.  The 
ease  ^vas  considered  on  that  day  by  the 
PrtK:nrator-Fiscal,  and  was  disposed  of  on 
Tuesday,  the  16th,  the  prisoner  being 
lil>tTated  Ix'causc  the  evidence  was  con- 
sidered insullicient. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  Will  the 

right  hon.  Gentleman  make  further 
inipiiry  on  the  question  of  bail,  which  I 
ara  assured  was  fjftere<l  1 

Mn.  A.  G.  MUKUAV  :  I  am  only 
repeat  what  I  have  stated.  If  the  Wil 
was  offered  atid  refused,  application  coidd 
have  been  matlc  to  the  Procurator  -Fiscal, 
That  certainly  waa  not  done 

ABERDEEN     CEMETERY    SrANDAL, 

Genera r-  RCrsSFJ^L :  I  beg  to  ask  tho 
Lord  Advocate  if  hi*  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  alleged  whole!«ale  desecra- 
tion  of  gnives  in  a  cemetery  at  Aberdeen  ; 
and  whether  it  is  the  intention  uf  tho 
Government  to  institute  proceeding? 
3  G 
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against  all  those  concerned  in  these 
alleged  outmges  as  well  as  against  the 
superintendent  of  the  cemetery. 

Mr.  a.  G.  MURRAY  :  A  full  investi- 
gation of  the  circumstances  is  being  made, 
and  the  case,  in  all  its  bearings,  is  at 
present  under  consideration  of  Crown 
counsel.  The  superintendent  has  been 
committed  for  trial,  and  is  now  in 
prison. 

General  RUSSELL:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  answered  the  last 
paragraph. 

Mr.  A.  G.  MUliRAY  :  Yes;  the  words 
**the  case  is  under  consideration  in  all 
its  bearings"  obviously  cover  the  point 
whether  other  persons  are  to  be  prose- 
cuted. 

THE    DAY    SCHOOL    CODE. 

Viscount  CRANBORXE  (Rochester) : 
I  Iwjg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  the  additions  to  Articles  ,37  and 
42  of  the  Day  School  Code  have  been 
withdrawn  in  conformity  with  the  Ad- 
<lress  to  the  Crown  carried  in  this  House; 
and  what  steps  the  Department  have 
taken  in  order  to  warn  managers  that  the 
puljlished  Code  is  in  this  respect  incor- 
rect. 

The  VICT:-PRESIDENT  of  the 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on 
EDUCATION  (Sir  J.  Gorst,  Cambridge 
University) :  Official  intimation  of  the 
reply  to  the  adth'ess  of  the  House  of 
Commons  has  not  yet  been  received  by 
the  Education  Department.  Meanwhile, 
a  Minute  is  prepared,  restoring  the 
Articles  to  the  form  they  had  in  the  Code 
of  1898.  This  Minute  will  be  laid  on 
the  Table  of  the  House,  and  published  in 
due  course. 

CARMARTHEN  CHARITIES. 
Mr.  LLOYD  xMORGAN  (Carmarthen, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  hon.  Member 
representing  the  Charity  Commissioners 
whether  he  can  state  the  reason  for  the 
delay  in  the  publication  of  the  Reports  of 
the  Assistant  Charity  Commissioners  con- 
cerning the  charities  of  the  borough  of 
Carmarthen,  and  of  the  piirish  of  Trelloch- 
ar-Bettws  in  the  county  of  Cannarthen. 

The  parliamentary  CHARITY 
COMMISSIONER  (Mr.  Grant  Law- 
son,  York  N.R.,  Thirsk)  :     The   reason 


I  for  the  delay  in  the  publication  of 
i  the    Report   on    the    Charities    in    the 

Borough  of  Carmarthen  is  that  the  appli- 
!  cation  made  for  the  production  of  certain 
;  documents  in  the  case  of  a  grant  to  one 
]  particular  charity  has  not  yet  been  com- 
I  plied  with.  In  all  other  respects  the 
I  Report  is  ready  to  l)e  laid  on  the  Table 
[  of  the  House.  With  regard  to  the 
!  charities  in  the  parish  of  Trelloch-ar- 
I  Bettws  the  Report  has  been  delayed  by 
:  the  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining 
I  full  information  respecting  the  adminis- 
1  tration  of  the  charities.     The  Report  as 

to  this  parish  was  laid  on  the  Table  of 
I  this  House  on  June  8th. 

i  HYDE  PARK-LIGHTING. 

I  General  RUSSELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
,  the  First  Commissioner  of  Worlra 
'  whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
'  to  the  condition  of  the  main  thorough- 
I  fares  in   Hyde  Park    after  dusk ;    am 

whether  he  can  see  his  way,  by  an 
I  improvement  in  the  lighting  and  more 

police  supervision,  to  enable  respectable 
I  people  to  make  more  use   of   this  park 

during  the  summer  evenings  than  under 
I  the  present  conditions  is  possible. 

The    first    COMMISSIONER  of 

i  WORKS  (Mr,  Akers  Douglas,  Kent, 

St.  Augustine's) :  I  have  been  gradually 

'  improving,   as  funds    will    permit,    the 

!  lighting  of  the  parks ;  and  the  improve- 

I  ment  in  Hyde  Park  has  been  genenllj 

I  admitted   and   appreciated.     My    policy 

with  regard  to  lighting   the   parks  was 

'  fully  stated  during  the  discussion  of  the 

,  Parks  Estimate  a  few  weeks  ago.    The 

maintenance  of  order  in  Hyde  Park  is  in 

the  hands  of  the  police  authorities,  but  in 

my  opinion  everything    is  done  that  is 

'  necessary  to  maintain  order  there. 

;  FINTONA  SUNDAY  MAILS. 

i  Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  R) :  I  b^  to 
ask  the   Secretary  to  the    Treasuiy,  «• 

,  representing     the     Postmaster  -  Genoali 

I  whether  he  is  aware  that  at  Fintona,  the 
largest  town  in  the  South  Tyrone  Pariii- 

i  mentary  division  of  county  Tyrone,  the 
mails  on  Sunday  mornings  are  eekkxa 
delivered   before  10  a.m.,   though    thef 

'  have  been  lying  at  Omagh,  six  miles  dis- 
tant, from  3  a.m.,  whence  they  are  ooo- 
veyed  by  a  hoi-se  and  trap ;  and  if  theie 
is  any  rejuson  to  prevent  their  deliv^  • 
little  earlier,  so  as  to  enable  penooi 
ol)liged  to  leave  Fintona  by  the  omy  Sun- 
day train  at  9  a.m.  to  receive  their  letten 
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lief  ore  leaving  ;  antl,  seeing  thnt  the  only 
mail  from  Fintona  an  Siimlays  is  made  up 
aUout  4.:10  p.m.  and  sent  to  h{*ad  office  at 
Oniagh,  where  it  lies  untouched  till  ahont 
10  p.m.,  whether  there  ini  anything  to 
prevent  its  being  <]is|mie]ied  later  on 
Sun^lay^t,  say  at  7  or  8  p.m. 

The  FINA>CCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbihy,  Pres- 
ton) :  The  mails  are  due  at  Fintona  on 
•Sundny  aljout  1*  a.m.,  and  the  delivery 
commences  at  0.15  a.m.  On  weekdays 
the  service  t«>  Fintona  is  iiy  train,  but  on 
8iinday  no  trains  are  run,  and  the  mails 
are  conveyed  by  a  walking  {wstman,  leav- 
ing Oraagh,  wlu'ro  they  have  lieen  lyin^, 
as  the  bun.  Member  presunres,  for  f^ome 
hours,  At  G  a.m.  This  is  the  usual  hour 
of  departui*e  for  nu^al  postmen.  The 
Sunday  dispatch  from  Fintona  is  at  o.lO 
■p.m.  As  a  rule  rural  postmen  are  allowed 
to  return  from  the  terminal  p<nnt  of  their 
journeys  on  Sundays  in  the  forenoon 
alK»ut  one  hour  after  the  eompletiim  of 
the  delivery.  As  this  jjosiman  waits 
eight  hours,  the  inhahitants  of  Fintona 
have  the  advantage  of  an  exceptionally 
late  despatch. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  My  information  is  that 
the  mails  are  conveyed  by  horse  and  tjap. 
Cannot  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  beanng 
in  mind  the  impurtance  of  this  district, 
«xpe*lite  matters  a  bit  ? 

Mr,  HAXBURY    was  understocxi  to 
(ply  in  the  negative. 

NOUTH    KERHY    I'OSTAb   ARRANGE- 
MENTS, 

Mr,  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ssk  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  a  petitioti  very  largely  signed  l>y 
the  people  of  Clandouglas,  Kilfeighney, 
•Palhic^%  Leam,  and  other  town  lands  in 
JNonh  Kerry,  asking  for  a  house-to-house 
delivery  of  letters,  has  been  received  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  General  Post  Office  ; 
whether  he  was  aware  that  great  public 
incotivenience  is  caused  by  the  non- 
lelivery  of  letters  in  those  districts ;  and 
whether  the  request  of  the  petitioners 
will  be  granted. 
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Mr.    HAXBURY  :     A    petition    was 

deceived   some   time   ago   asking    for    a 

"ivery  of  letters,  and  a  delivery  is  now 

eing  made  throughout  the  district.     At 

!llaiidouglas,     Kilfeighney,     and     other 

the   delivery  takes    place    every 


week'day,  but  at  somi^  of  the  townlands 
it  is  necessiuily  restricted  to  two  days  a 
week. 

BELFAST  POST  *»FFirE  STAFF. 
Mr.    MACALEESE  (Munaghan,  N.) : 
I  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
[  sury,    as    representing    the   Postmaster- 
General,  whether  at  present  there  exists 
on   the  staff  of   the    Belfast   Post   Office 
three  vacancies  for   provincial  clerks   in 
charge  ;  could   he   ex]>lain  to  the  House 
I  when  and  under  what  circumstances  these 
[  vacancies  arose,  anr!  what  was  the  date  of 
I  the  notice  exhihinMj  in  each  of  the  postal 
and  telegraph  departments  inviting  appli- 
'  cations   foi'    these  vacancies  ;  h<jw  many 
I  applications     were    received    from    each 
I  department,  nnd    with    whom   does   the 
power  of  selecting  res^t ;  and  what  is  the 
cause    of    the    dt'Lvy    in    ni.iking    these 
appointments. 

Mr.   HANOURY:  The  answer  to  the 
I  first  paragrajih   is    in   the   Jicgati\e,   and 
that  covers  all  the  other  piiragraphs. 

DUNDALK   PuSTMASTKnsHn\ 

Mr.  MACALEESE:!  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  tbeTrcasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster-General,  with  reference  to 
the  vacancy  that  at  present  exists  in  the 
postmasters  hip  of  Dundalk,  cotdd  he  state 
when  did  this  vacancy  actually  arise,  and 
what  was  the  date  uf  the  official  circular 
in  which  a  notice  appeanrd  intimating  the 
vacancy,  and  inviting  applications  for  it ; 
what  was  the  cause  nf  the  delay  that  arose 
from  the  date  of  the  vacaiicy  arising  and 
this  notice  appear irtg,  and  also  the  delay 
that  has  since  taken  place  in  making  the 
appointment ;  how  many  canrlidates  re- 
sporiderl  tcj  the  invitation  that  appeared  in 
the  official  rirenlar  in  reference  tu  this 
vacancy  ;  and  whether  the  individual 
uptjn  whom  the  vacancy  is  conferred  wiil 
draw  the  salary  of  the  office  from  the 
date  of  the  retirement  of  the  late  f>ost- 
miister,  or  oidy  from  the  date  of  his  actual 
appointment ;  if  only  the  latter,  then  can 
it  be  stated  what  sum,  if  any,  will  acrue 
to  the  Treasury  as  a  saving  in  respect  of 
the  cost  of  the  administration  of  this 
office  by  reason  of  the  delay  in  filling  the 
vacancy;  and,  if  generally  gioater  expedi- 
tion can  l>e  used  in  making  appointments 
to  such  vficancies  when  they  arise  in  the 
future. 

Mr.  HANHURY  r  The  vacancy  oc- 
curred on  the  23ixl  of  February.     It  wag 
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notified  in  the  Post  Office  Circular  of  the  \  tion  failed  no  less  than  14  times  during 
28th  of  March.  There  was  no  delay,  as  |  the  months  between  June  and  December, 
the  pension  of  the  late  postmaster  was  I  1898,  causing  a  great  public  incon- 
not  awarded  till  the  3rd  of  March,  and  venience  in  the  delay  of  Her  Majesty's 
the  salary  had  to  be  revised.  There  were  |  mails  in  several  portions  of  the  South  of 
fifty-seven  candidates  who  applied  for  the    Ireland  ;    whether    the   Waterford    and 

" Company, 


appointment,  and  it  was  necessary,  as 
usual  in  such  cases,  for  the  surveyors  to 
investigate  and  report  upon  the  claims 
and  qualifications  of  e«ach  of  them.  An 
appointment  has  been  made,  but  the  new 
postmaster  cannot  draw  the  salary  until 
he  actually  takes  up  the  duty.  The 
officer  acting  as  postmaster  in  the  mean- 
time will  receive  half  of  his  own  salary 
and  half  of  the  salary  of  the  postmaster, 
in  accordance  with  the  usual  rule  in  such 
cases.  The  balance  of  these  salaries  will 
remain  undrawn. 

BALLYMAHON    POSTAL   ARKANtiE- 
MEXTS. 

Mk.    HAYDEN   (Roscommon,    S.):    I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 


Limerick  Railway  Company,  at  the 
request  of  the  Post  Office,  have  consented 
to  delay  the  departure  of  these  trains  for 
20  minutes  beyond  the  usual  time,  so  aft 
to  remedy  this  public  grievance;  and, 
whether  information  can  be  given  as  to 
the  number  of  times  during  the  years 
1898  and  1899  the  oonnections  at 
Limerick  Junction  failed  OMing  to  the 
late  arrival  of  the  trains  on  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  system. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  Waterford, 
Limerick  and  Western  Railway  Company 
have  agreed  to  detain  their  train  for  20 
minutes,  if  necessary,  to  maintain  the 
connection,  but  the  train  from  Dublin 
is  occasionally  more  than  20  min- 
utes late  in  arrival.      Between  June  and 


as  representing  the  Postmaster-General,  ^^^^^^  iggg,  the  connection  failed  17 
whether  it  is  proposed  to  change  the  ..^^^^  ^^^^-  ^ggg  ^j^^  connection 
arrangements    regarding    the    mail    ear  |^^jj^,^j  ^ ^  ^ .  |^^ -^  1^^  ^^1^  ^j^  ^^^ 

which  at  present  runs  from  mllymahon    ^y.-     , 
(G..35  a.m.)  to  Castletown  Railway  Station,  |  ^ 

Alidland   and    (heat     Western    Railway 

(8.40  a.ni.),  and  convevs  the  letters  posted        ^.      t^t,tx  a  -kt  /t^  i^    «  v     t  t 

in  Ballyiimhon  aiiif  neighbourhood  be- 1  Mr  JORDAN  (t  ermanagb,  SO :  I  beg 
tween  G  p.m.  and  10  p.m.  on  the  previous  .  ^o  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasur)-; 
evening,  which  at   present  reach  Dublin  '  <'^«   repix^sentmg  the  Postmjister-GeneraL 


i-car. 


ENMSKILLEN   POST-OFFICE. 


and  England  on  thii  day  after  posting, 
and  to  substitute  therefor  a  car  leaving 
Ballymahon  at  ?>  p.m.,  which  would  catch 
the  limited  mail  train  for  Dublin  at 
Castletown,  and  wouhl  land  its  letters  in 
Dublin  late  for  business  that  day  in  whole- 
sale houses,  and  leave  Ballymahon  with- 
out a  post  fnmi  (5.10  p.m.  till  \\  p.m.  next 


if  the  plans  and  specifications  for  the  new 
post-office  in  Enniskillen  have  yet  been 
finished  by  the  Irish  Board  of  Works,  and 
approved  by  the  Postal  authorities  ;  if  so, 
have  tenders  for  the  erection  of  the  build- 
ing been  taken  ;  and,  if  not,  when  will 
the  authorities  advertise  for  such  tenders. 

Mr.   HANBURY:    The  plans  of  thi 


day,  so  that  letters   posted  at  say  i\.\\0    new  post  office  at  Enniskillen  have  been 

approved,  and  the  working  drawings  and 
specifications  have  been  completed.    Tlw 


p.m.  wimld  not  !»«•  dispatched  for  nearly 
twelve  hours  ;  and  whether  the  present 
more  convenient  arrangement  could  be 
continued,  in  aoeonlanee  with  a  petition 
presented  some  days  ago  to  the  Post- 
master-General. 

Mli.  HANUrnV  :  It  has  been  decided 
to  c<Mitinue  the  present  arrangement,  as 
recpiested  in  a  peiiti«>n  recently  addressed 
to  th(»  rostniastei'-General. 


MAIL  THAIN    I>i:i.AVS    AT    J.IMKHICK 
.UNCTION. 

Mil.  FLAVIN:  I  beg  to  a>k  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Tieasurv,  as  representing  the 
Postniaster-Cfeneral  whether  he  is  aware 
that  train  coinieitions  at  Limerick  June- 


quantities  are  being  taken  out,  and  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  expect  to  be  in  » 
position  to  advertise  for  tenders  in  alwui 
a  month. 

WEST  CAVAN  TRAMWAYS. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FAKRP:LL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  he  can 
state  to  the  House  if  any  relief  has  been 
atlbnled  to  the  taxjmyers  of  West  Gatan 
by  the  operation  of  the  Tramway* 
Amendment  Act  i>asse<l  in  1895;  whether 
the  lj«)anl  of  Works  or  the  Treasury  h«*^ 
received  the  hust  v\:\iOYi  of  the  auditors « 
this  line  ;  ami,  whether,  aa  the  guarantee 
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^veii  will  ^fK>n  expire,  it  is  the  intention 
of  Her  Majesty's  Guvernment  to  aflord 
relief  to  the  cesepuyers  by  releasing  them 
horn  the  gnaxantee. 

iMr.  HANBUKY:  The  Treasury  more 
than  three  yeari*  ago  expressed  its 
readiness  to  com  mute,  under  the  Act  of 
1895  referred  to,  its  li.tliility  u|>on  the 
Cavan,  Leitrim,  and  Roscommon  line  ;  but 
we  have  heard  nothiii^^  on  the  subject 
siiice  then  from  the  company  or  from  the 
<:ounty.  KeUef  has,  however,  been  given 
to  the  ratepayers  by  the  cancel  lation  of 
shares  amounting  to  £13,090  upon 
redemption  of  the  Government  Loan 
in  1.S9B  ;  and  I  uncJerstaiid  tliat  further 
relief  will  be  pven  under  Section  58  (4) 
of  the  Local  Goverinnent  Act,  1898.  AVe 
have  the  auditetl  accounUj  to  1st  Novem- 
ber last.  The  guarantee  is  perpetual,  not 
tenninable. 

LANESHOROniH  PfJi^TAL  ARRANHE^ 
MENTS, 

Mr.  HAYDEX:  I  Ug  to  a.sli  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  a8  representing 
the  F'ost master  General,  whether  he  ia 
aware  that  complaints  have  been  received 
from  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lanes* 
borongh  in  reference  to  the  defective 
postal  and  telegraphic  armngements, 
alleging  that  the  arrangements  ai-e  in- 
ferior to  those  which  existed  in  the  place 
a  century  ago ;  and  whether  he  will 
consider  the  arhisability  of  improving 
them  by  the  est*al)lishment  of  a  telegraph 
office  and  a  postal  delivery  in  connection 
with  the  mail  each  morning  from  either 
Roscommon  or  Longford,  winch  woiild 
enable  English  and  **  Cross  Post  '*  Irxjal 
letters  to  be  received  on  the  day  after 
being  posted,  instead  of  two  days  as  is 
the  CJisv  at  present. 

Mr.  HAN  bury  :  I  shall  l»c  obliged  if 


would  prol>ably  give  rise  to  serious  oom- 
plaint  on  the  part  of  some  of  the 
residents,  and  such  an  alteration  could 
mti  be  made  unless  ample  evidence  were 
adduced  that  it  wuuld  give  general 
satisfaction.  The  existing  post  to 
Laneslwrough  tloes  not  pay  its  expenses, 
and  for  this  reason  a  second  service  on 
week  flay 8  or  a  Sunday  service  is  not 
wairanted. 


li.\LLYDUFF  POSTAL 
MENT8, 


ARRANUE- 


Mr.  flavin  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Sec- 
retary to  the  Trejisury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster  -  General,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  a  petition,  largely  signed  by 
residents  ni  the  Bally  dull*  postal  district 
of  the  county  of  Kerry,  was  presented  to 
the  Postmaster-Generab  praying  for  a 
Sunday  delivery  of  letters^  a  money 
order  otlice,  and  either  telegraphic  or 
telephonic  facilities ;  and  will  he  explain 
why,  seeing  that  all  the  surrounding 
villages  and  towns  are  in  the  enjoyment 
of  those  benetits,  the  appheation  of  the 
memorialists  of  the  Ball ydutf'  district  has 
been  so  long  delayed  from  getting  ei[ual 
facilities  in  Post  Oflice  afl'airs. 

Mr.  n anbury  :  A  petition  w^as 
received  early  last  year,  asking  for  "a 
Sunday  delivery  of  letters  and  a  money 
order  otHcCj  but  there  is  no  trace  of  any 
application  for  the  establishment  of  tele- 
graphic or  teiephonie  facilities.  A  money 
order  ofiice  was  established  at  B.'dlydurt*, 
under  guarantee,  abcmt  a  year  ago,  but  a 
Sunday  pjst  could  nut  be  sanctioned, 
because  the  existing  service  i>n  weekilays 
was  found  to  bo  uriremunerative.  and 
additional  expense  for  atlbrdinga  Sunday 
service  is  therefore  not  warranted. 

Mr,  FLAVIN  :  Is  not  the  money 
order  ottice  one    merolv  in  imagination  J 


the  hon.  Meml^er  can  give  me  fuller  in-  |  Cannot  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  consult 
formation   as   to   the   better    telegraphic    the  convenience  of- — - 
arrangements  which  are  staterl  to  have  ex- 
isted in  the  excey^tional  village  a  century 

,  ago.     A  telegraph  office  was  offered  under 

l^uaraiitoe  in  November  last,  and  the 
Jroetmaster-Geueral  will  l>e  happy  to  have 
the  extension  wirried  out  as  soon  as  the 
terms  are  accepted  The  mail  car  for 
Laneslwrough    now   leases    L<jngfonl    at 


Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
hon.  Member  is  proceeding  to  argue  the 
question. 


IR18H    SCHOOL    TKAt'HERS^ 

l^^D, 


PENSION 


Mr.  flavin  :  I  V»eg  to  ask  the  Chief 


4  a,m^  but  it  could   not   be    desp^itched  |  Secietary    to 

until  9,50  a.m.  if  it  were  to  await  the    '    ' 

arrival  of  the  English   mail.      The  later  ' 

delivery   which    woiild   rcBult   from    the  ^ 

Uler  despatch  of  the  car  from   Longford  1  towards  the  pension  fund,  although  they 


the    Lonl    Lieutenant   of 

on     what     grounds      assistant 

schoi)!   teachei-H   in   Ireland   are 

ompelled  to  pay  the  increasrd  premiums 


Ireland 
nation  id 


^ 
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ivvon*'  MO  jKH'ii'M'.  of  the  anvars  foe 
L;iaiii  ;  an  I  w  lit'il't-:- i.-l!s>;  salaries  will  1)0 
l;i\iii  i«)  ilu"  M>^i^uirt  toarluT.^  in  onler 
U)  rnjiMo  iIkmii  !•>  pn'o:  tlio  iiuToasod  pre- 
iiiiuni.^  whkli  \\\c\  aiv  lompoHod  to  pay. 

VuK  nilKF  SKrKKTAHV  for 
IUKl,A\l>  (Mk.  r,.  W.  HALFont,  Leeds 
Molina!):  I'lio  iiu'i\'i<»»(l  |)r(Mnimns  now 
jKiiil  l^v  as^i.«xia!U  loa^'licrs,  as  well  as  by 
jU'iiunKds,  haM'  Immmi  fixod  l>y 
Aaiional    'l\'acluMs'    Siij>(»ranmiali«)n 


the 
I)e- 
froin  1st 
It  is  not  intended  to  pay 
jii^Mistanl  teacliors  tlir  salaries  attaching  to 
tln'ii"  elass  in  i^i'tK'r  tnenahle  them  to  meet 
tho  lii^her  pension  pieminnis. 


threw  a  stono  at  Costello,  whereupon  he 
discharged  a  shot  in  the  air  fnjm  his 
revolver.  These  men  were  unknown  to 
Costello,  who  reported  the  r^cun-ence  to 
the  ])olice  on  13th  May.  The  persons 
alleged  to  have  been  firwl  at  have  marie 
no  complaint,  and  are  also  unknown  to 
the  police  ;  l)ut  if  they  will  come  forwanl 
and  make  statements  to  the  jKilice  the 
matter  will  be  further  investi>'aterl. 


imrlmont  undi»r  rnli's  operative 
Ijintiary,  lSi»S 


IKISH  ta'AlthlANS    AM) 

( *nr  r.ujKs. 
Mk.  (ilHNKV  (M^ath,  N.) :  I  bog  to 
Hrtk  the  ('hiof  Si'crotary  to  i\w.  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  inuler  what  order 
the  Local  (iovcrinntMii  Hoai'd  have  decided 
t'hal.  a  district  counciiltir  wlio  takes  a 
labourer's  cottagt^  from  th(^  guardians 
beconitM  dis(|ualiticd  ;  and  is  a  landlord 
whii  makes  a  halting  to  the  guardians  also 
diHipiiilitied. 

Mn.  (i.  W.  IJALKOni?:  The  decision 
rnfiMrcui  t(»  in  the  tii.nt  |)aragraj)h  is  Iwised 
on  tlm  provisions  contained  in  Section  12, 
Sub  Meet  ion  I  (e)  of  the  Ap])lication  of 
MnuclnitMit,s  Order,  IHDS.  As  regards  the 
hecond  paragiJiph,  I  ho  reply  would  be 
di'tiM'niined  by  tin*  kind  of  letting  to  the 
gniirdianM. 


rAI{l(VIN<;  I'lllKAbVMS  IN  lUKLAND. 
Mit.  MAVDKN:  I  beg  to  a.sk  the 
Chief  Si«eri^tary  t«»  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
III  Iritliind  whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
niJin  tijinieil  Pjitiick  Costello,  living  in 
('arm/ifikji,  near  Strollestown,  (bounty  of 
KiiHconimnn,  who  is  luich'r  police  protec- 
Imn  ami  was  recently  licens(?d  to  use  a 
re>olver,  wjuitonly  fired  at  three  men  in 
I  hilt  district  on  the  night  of  18th  May  as 
they  wi-rn  going  to  their  hom(?s  from 
Mlidjlesiown  ;  and  whether  the  (ioveni- 
menl  contemplate  taking  any  action  in 
lii:i  case. 

Mn.  (1.  W.  IJALFOUH:  The  occur- 
rence to  which  the  (juestion  presumably 
u^ler-i  look  place  at  II  o'clock  on  the 
ni^hl  ol  11th  .May.  It  appears  that 
Coilellii,  against  whom  there  h.'is  been 
UMK  h  ill  leeling,  and  who  has  received 
coinideiable    annoyarn!e,    found    four    or 


TYRONE     COUNTY      COUNCIL      KATE 
C:OLLECTOK. 

Mil.  HPLMPHILL  (Tyrone,  X.) :  I  \yes 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  is  he  aware  that 

I  William  M*Farland,  of  Glencoppagh^ 
MK^UKFHS'    ^^l*^"i^>''^^^g<'>  "1  t^c  County  of  Tynme,  in 

:  the  division  of  North  Tyi-oue,  who  hjis 
been  a  jmid  registration  inspector  to  the 
North  Tyrone  Unionist  Registration 
Association  for  a  considerable  number  of 
years,  has  been  appointed  as  rate  collector 
by  the  Tyrone  County  Coiuicil  for  the 
electoral  divisions  of  Lislea,  L<)Ughash, 
Plumbridge,  Stranagalivilly,  and  Movie, 
the  first  four  of  which  was  part  of  his 
inspection  district  as  such  political  agent, 
and  that  the  Local  Government  Board  of 
Ireland  has  siuictioned  this  appointment. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  Tyrone 
County  Council  have  submitted  a  scheme 
for  the  collection  of  the  poor  rate  in  their 
county,  in  which  they  propose  to  appoint 
Mr.  M*Farland,  an  existing  cess  collector, 
who  has  expressed  his  willingness  to 
serve,  to  collect  the  rates  in  the  electoral 
divisions  mentioned  in  the  question. 
The  scheme  8ubmittc»d  hy  the  County 
Coimc'l  requires  modification  in  certain 
particulars,  and  has  not  yet  been 
sanctioned  by  the  Local  Grovemment 
Board.  The  Board  have  no  information 
relative  to  Mr.  M'Farland's  connection 
with  a  ]xjlitical  association  ;  1>ut  if  the 
facts  are  as  stated  they  would  prohahly 
recpiire  him  to  resign  the  office  of  regis- 
tnition  agent  before  proceeding  to  further 
entertain  the  question  of  his  appointment 
as  poor  rate  collector. 


JUr)ICL\L  KENTS  IX  IRELAND. 
Mr.  flavin  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land if  he  is  aware  that  average  reduc- 
tion of  first  and  second  term  judiciil 
rents  in  Ireland  is,  roughly  speakings 
I>etween  30  and  40  per  cent,  less  than  the 
old    rents  :     and    whether,    seeing  that 


hu^  ninn  clunt*  to  his  house,  one  of  whom  •  there  are  a  very  large  number  of  tenants 


»   Ireland    who  are   in   the  position  of  , 
lUture  tOTiants,    cither   through  eviction  i 
3r  from  other  caus<>s  over  whicn  they  have  I 
tio  control,  and  that  all  such  tenants  are 
lebarrcd   from    any  benefits  unrler    thu 
Land  Law  (Ireland)  Acts,  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  introdnee  legislation  to 
pve   eqnal   treatment    to    al!   classes  of 
;enant^  in  Ireland,  ! 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  The  figures 
n  the  first  paragraph  are  sn hs tan ti ally  , 
fCeurate.  In  reply  to  the  second  panr- 
fraph,  it  is  not  quite  correct  to  say  that 
Jl  such  tenants  are  delinrrcd  from  any 
jonefits  urrder  the  Land  Law  Acts,  It  is 
iOt  intended  to  introdnee  further  legisla- 
ion  aa  suggested. 

Mk,  FLAVIX  :  How  can  a  future 
tenant  pay  a  rent  which  is  30  per  cent. 
more  than  that  paid  hy  existing  tenants  ? 

The  speaker  :  Order,  order  ! 


DEATH 


OF     A-SSE    FINEGAN, 
f 'OK  MARY. 


\lR,  MACALEESK  :  I  ^>eg  to  a^k  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  can  now  state  the  specfhc 
grounds  upon  which  it  was  decided  not 
to  hold  an  inquest  in  the  case  of  the 
woman  Finegan,  who  ilied  on  the  day 
foliowing  certain  eviction  proceedings  at 
her  house  at  Cormary,  near  Newhliss, 
which  proceedings  were  conducted  by  the 
agent  and  bjiiHHs  of  Lord  Tiossmore. 
AVaJS  the  doctor  employed  by  Lord  Koss- 
toore*8  agent  to  certify  to  the  woman's 
ptneas  for  removal  a  properly  tpialified 
inedical  man,  and,  if  ao,  where  doe^  he 
iregularly  practise  ;  were  any  police  pre- 
ient,  and  die  I  the  ottieer  in  charge  remon- 
Btrate  with  Lord  liossmore's  agent;  and, 
as  the  belief  is  general  in  the  district 
Ihat  the  woman *s  death  was   hastened  by 

le  conduct  of  the  evicting  party,  will  an 
inquest  be  yet  held  in  this  important  case. 

Mr,  G.  W.  BALFOUli  :  The  question 
Df  holding  an  inquest  in  thh  case  did  not 
^se  for  consideration.  As  1  have  already 
■pointed  out,  the  woman  was  not  evicteil 
pt  disturbed  by  the  landlord's  agent,  and 
|he  died,  not  on  the  day  following  the 
^it  of  the  agent,  but  three  days  after- 
wards. Tlie  deceased  had  \ycen  ailing  for 
fche  past  twelve  months,  drui ng  the  last 
Iwo  of  which  she  wjls  confined  to  her  bed  ; 
ier  death  hjul  been  expected  some  time 
previously  by  her  own  Itrother^  and  the 
solice  did  not  in  the  circumstances  con- 


sider it  necessary  to  report  the  death  to 
the  Coroner.  I  utjderatand  that  the 
medical  gentleman  referred  to  in  the 
second  pamgrapli  is  properly  qualified,  I 
cannot  say  where  he  practises.  There 
were  two  police  present  at  the  time  ;  the 
woman  wa*^  not  removed,  and  they  dicl 
not  remonstrate  with  the  agent.  The 
police  have  no  reason  to  think  that  the 
belief  is  general  in  the  district  that  the 
woman's  death  was  hastened  by  the 
action  of  the  agent  and  his  l>ailiffs.  It  is 
not  intended  to  hold  an  inquest,  as 
suggested. 

SYLVESTER  DWYER. 
Mr.  FLAVIN:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  has  received  a  resolu- 
tion  past^ed  unanimously  by  the  Guardians 
of  the  IvillaT-ney  L^nion,  praying  for  the 
relciise  of  Sylvester  Ihvyer,  a  prisoner  at 
present  confined  in  ilary borough  Prison  ; 
and  whether,  seeing  that  Sylvester  Dwyer 
has  now  been  in  prison  close  on  18  years, 
Her  Majesty's  Government  could  order 
his  release  after  such  a  lengthened  punisli- 
ment. 

iMh.  a  W.  BALFOUR:  The  resolu- 
tion  refened  to  has  been  received.  The 
c^se  of  this  piisoner  was  considered  liy 
the  Lonis  Justices  so  recently  as  the  15th 
instant,  when  it  was  decided  that  the  law 
should  take  its  course.  The  term  of  penal 
servitude  to  which  he  was  sentenced  was 
18  years,  and  he  completed  llj  years  of 
his  sentence  on  the  6th  instant. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  :  Why  was  not  the  same 
clemency  exteuded  to  this  man  as  was 
extended  to  Lonl  Kenmares  Imiliff  1 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  cannot  add 
anything  to  my  aiiswer. 

railway  communication  in 
done<;al. 

Mr.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  (Donegal,  W.): 
I  beg  to  ii8k  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  has  re- 
ceived a  copy  of  a  res*)lution  lately  passed 
by  the  District  Council  of  Dunfanaghy, 
county  Donega!,  in  which  he  is  thanked 
for  the  interest  he  hcis  taken  in  the  de- 
velopment of  railway  communication  in 
that  county,  and  requested  to  expedite  as 
far  as  possible  the  opening  of  the  works 
on  the  Lctterkenny  and  Burton  Port  line, 
with  a  view  to  affording  employment  to 
the  la1x>unng    classes,    which    is    much 
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needed  at  this  time  :  and  whether  he  will  plied  on  three  occasions  for  a  gun  licence 
])e  pleased  to  comply  with  the  request  of  i  to  enable  him  to  keep  a  gun  for  the 
the  CJonncil  in  this  matter.  destniction  of  vermin  on  his  farm ;  that 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  I  have  re-  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  magistrates  and  the  police  were 
ceiVed  a  copy'of  the  resolution  referred  to  i"  {*i^'^!l^,?^  }^^^  application,  but  that  Mr. 
in  the  question.  I  understand  that  the  '  J-/^^-  Kilkelly,  the  resident  magistrate, 
contractors  for  the  line  are  on  the  ground  !  ^T^^^^^^  this  reasonable  request,  and  con- 

toKlay   for  the   purpose   of    commencing  j  ^"^^f  ^^  ^'^^^f  ^^  ( ,^"^^  ^^^^^^^ 
work.  ^  ;  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Egan  has  recently 

!  ])een     elected    a    county    councillor   for 
MULLING AR  ASYLUM,  |  Longford,  and  is  a  man  of   unblemished 

\r      TT^T^»T^i.T^TT     Ti  1     1      charactcr,   he  will  recommend   the  Lord 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask  the  ,  Lieutenant  to  issue  a  licence  to  him. 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  ; 

Ireland  whether  any  steps  have  been  :  Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  I  have  made 
taken  to  ascertain  or  check  the  recent  ox- .,  inquiry  into  this  matter  and,  so  far  as  I 
p^nliture  on  buildings  in  Mullingar ,  can  gather,  the  facts  are  not  quite  as 
Asylum ;  whether  in  many  cases  the  represented  in  the  question.  Licences  to 
Governors  were  never  consulted,  but  '  keep  fireanns  are  not  issued  by  the  Lord 
simply  oi'dered  to  get  these  works  done  i  Lieutenant,  but  1  would  suggest  that  if 
by  the  Board  of  Control ;  and  whether,  Mr.  Egan  were  to  renew  his  application 
in  cases  where,  under  the  7Cth  Section  of  •  for  a  licence  the  licensing  officer  would 
the  Local  Government  Act,  county  coun- 1  perhaps  further  consider  it. 
cils  amalgamate  unions  for  the  pui-poses  t 

of  creating  auxiliary  asylums,  the  county  .  STEAM  TRAWLING  OFF  THE  DUBLIN 
which  withdraws  its  i)auper  lunatics  from  '  COAST. 

Mullingar  Asvhnn  will  still  have  to  con- 1  ^^^-  CLANCY  (Dublin  County,  N.) :  I 
tinue  to  pav  o^'  the  building  charges  in- .  ^'^^  to  ask  the  Attorney-General  for  Ire- 
curred.       "  '  l'"^^>  ^^'ith  reference  to  the  illegal  destnic- 

TLf      /I     Ai-    T»»iT^i^MTi>       4    r»         .1    tion  of  fishennen's  nets  and  lines  by  steam 
Mr.  (t.    ^^     BALFOUR:    A  financial    tiviwlei-s  off  the  Dublin  coast,  will  he  in- 
statenientoftheexpen(htui^^on]>uil(bngs;^^i^^^  i^^^  ^y^^  ^^.„^js 

at  the  Mullingar  Asylum  is  }>eing  preimred,  ^^.  ^^.^^^  ^f  ^j^^  JaMaw^of  Hull,  and  the 
and  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Asylum  />,;„.  joJnt,fon,  of  Aberdeen,  for  that 
Committee.     The  Board  of   Control  has    ^^^  -^  evidence  implicating  either  is 

not  in  any  case  ordered  the  Governors  to  |  foithcomintr 
undertake  works  at  this  asylum,   and   in  , 

no  case  have  works  been  carried  out  with-  *The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
out  previous  conference  or  consultation  Ireland  (Mu.  ATKINSON,  Londonderrv, 
with  the  Govenioi-s,  and  without  (>])tain-  ^^ )  .  rj^^^  answer  to  this  question  is  in 
ing  their  general  approval  of  the  works,  the  affirmative.  I  may  mention,  however, 
In  the  event  of  a  county  council  establish- 1  that  the  owner  of  one  of  the  trawlers 
ing  an  auxiliary  asylum  uncler  the  enact-  .  compensjitecl  a  fisherman  for  damage  done 
ment  referred  to,  such  auxiliary  asylum  i  to  his  nets, 
would    1)0    exclusively    appropn'ated    to  . 

chronic   harmless    lunatics.      While   this       THE  IK^ARI)  OF  EDUCATION  BILL. 
arrangement   would  tend   to  relieve  the  ,'      Mr.  STEVENSON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
congestion    of    the   county    asylum   and  ,  y^,.^^  l^ixI  of  the  Treasury  when  he  in- 
facihtate  the  classification  of  curable  and    tends  to  proceed  with  the  Boani  of  Educi^ 
incurable  cases,  it  would  hi  no  way  affect  |  ^j^^^  gjn 
the  liability  of  the  county  for  the  main- 
tenance of  its  county  iisylum  or  the  debts  I      The  FIRST  LORD   OF   THE   TREA- 
and   liabilities   alreiidy  "^incurred   by   the  ,  SURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
county  in  respect  of  the  asylum.  E.) :  I  am  afraid  I  can  give  no  pledge  at 

all  as   to  on   what  day  we  shall  be  ahk 
(JUN  LICENCES  IN   IRELAND.  j  to  proceed  with  this  Bill 

Mr.  J.    P.  FARRELL :  I   hog  to  ask  i 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieuten-  _      Colonel        LOCKWOOD        (Euex, 
ant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  I  Popping)  :  Will    the    right    hon.    Gentle- 
Mr.  Francis  Egan,  of  Elfeet  Burke,  parish  |  man  l>e  able  to  give    us   some    idea  to- 
of  Newtowncashel,  county  Longfoi-d,  ap- :  morrow  ? 


)1  Btisinrss  of 

Mr.  a.  J.  Bi\XFOUR  :  The  business 
ir  this  week  Is  settlt?*!.  At  thii?  stage  of 
lie  session  it  is  Imnl  to  say,  lorpking  far 
"beml,  im  what  particular  day  a  special 
lill  will  Ije  taken. 
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diuing  many  of  the  winter  months  of  the 
year,  i^^  very  doubtful  indoecl. 


THE  TELEPHONK  BILL. 
Hm  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  I  l>eg  to 
mek    the    First    Lortl    oi    the    Treasury 
fchether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  that  the  Private  Bills  relating;  to 
telephonic  communication   introduced  at 
the    begirniing   of    the    session    are    still 
waiting  for  Second  Heading  pending  pro- 
ceedings on  the  Government  Telegraphs 
^Telephonic    Cornmunicatinn,    S:c.)    Bill; 
Hid  whether  he  can  now  i^tnte  when  it  is 
^rriposed  to  bring  on  that  measure. 

M(L  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  If  the  Private 
eg  i  slat  inn  FYocedure  (Scritlanil)  Bill  is  not 
lished  to-night — and  I  hope  it  will  be — 
lie  Bill  the  lion.  Member  refers  to  will 

the  second  Oi-iler  to-morrow  ;  it  will  be 
be  tirst  Order  if  the  Scotch  Bilt  is 
dished  to-night, 

THE  LAKES  l)F  KIJ.LAKNEY. 
Mr.  lough  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Drd  of  the  Treasury  whether   ^90,000 
been  realised  by  the  sale  of  (put  and 
>wn  rentB  in  Ireland  between  the  years 
_  8^91   anrl  bS97,  and  since   lSCi4  nearly  a 
fpiarter  of  million  h.is  heen  r*btairied  from 
j.his  source:  and  whether   these  mtuieys 
e  being  used  for  the  purch^Lse  uf  estates 
Greiit     Britain  ;    if    so,    wlu^ther    the 
[>vernment  would  be  prepared  to  appro- 
Hate  a  poitiori  of  this  Irish  fund,  which 
being  withdnuvn  from  Ireland  at  the 
le   of   alwiut  £12,000  a  year»   for  the 
irchase   of    the   Muckross   demesne   at 
Lillaniey  as  a  national  park. 

Mu.  A,  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon.  Gen- 
Ts  statement  of  figures  is,  I  believe, 
ate  correct:  hut  1  do  not  think  it  is  a 
fttter  which  toidd  l)e   made  a  question 
between   the  exfjenditure  of  Im|ji*rial 
^ney  in  Ireland  and  the  expenditure  of 
[iperia!  money  in  England,     None  u{  the 
tnoney  which  has  come  from  the  soiux^es 
rred  to  by  the  hon.  Genileman    has 
pn  expendcEl  in  England   upon    [jublic 
rks,    nor   has   any  public   money  ever 
en  expended,  so  far  as  I  know,  on  pub- 
parks  outside  the  metropolitan    area. 
ke  policy  of  purchasing  a  public  park  so 
from  any  great  centre  of  popnlation, 
'  of  a  character  which  would  proliably 
iuce  very  little  value  to   the  public 


Mh.  swift  >LvcNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware 
that  a  portion  of  the  money  refened  to 
has  been  spent  on  the  stabling  of  Royal 
parks  ? 

Mr,  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  No,  Sir,  1  am 
not  aware  of  that,  htit  it  may  be  true,  and 
I  will  make  inquiries. 

CVPHUS. 

Mr.  PIERPOINT  (Warnngtori) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Ijonl  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  in  the  \'oteH  in  Supply,  he  will 
arrange  that  there  shall  l>e  an  opportunity 
for  discussing  Cyprus,  Grant  in  Aid  (Civil 
Ser\dces,  Class  Y.,  Vote  4). 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUli :  1  am  afraid  I 
can  give  no  pledge  to  my  hon.  friend  of 
the  character  he  desires. 

THE  HUME  OFFICE  VOTE. 
Mr.    TENNANT    (Berwickshire)  :    I 
l>eg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
upon  what  day  he  |)ropoJ3Cs  to  take  the 
Home  Office  Esti mates. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  As  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  aware,  the  Supply  arrange- 
ments for  next  Thursday  atid  Friday  have 
already  l)een  eonimu moated  to  the  Honse. 
I  think  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  go  l>e- 
yond  that. 

BAHHACKS    LOAN    BILL. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Al^erdeenshire,  E.): 
I   beg  to  ask   the    First    Lord    of    the 
Treasur\%  when  the  Barracks  Loan  BUI 
will  l>e  introtluced. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  hope  to  tj\ke 
the  lesohition  refpnred  in  introducing 
this  Bill  on  Wednestl/i}',  and  in  fact  the 
Bill  itself  will  be  moved  by  my  hwi. 
friend  the  Under  Secretiiry  for  War  on 
that  day. 


BUSINESS  OF    THE    HOUSE    (OOVEKN- 
MENT  lirsiNESS). 

:Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  It  certainly 
will  be  no  matter  of  surprise,  and  1  hope, 
too,  no  matter  of  i-egret  in  any  part  of  the 
House,  that  1  rise  at  this  accustomed 
period  of  the  session  to  ask  the  House  to 
give  the  Government  further  facilities  for 
the  conduct  of  such  legislation  as  it  may 
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be  eiiiiljled  to  pass  during  the  reniainder 
of  the  session.  All  the  pressure,  indeed, 
that  has  reached  me  has  heenin  the  other 
direction,  as  the  Notice  Paper  has  shown 
day  ]»y  day,  and  even  to-day  the  (juestions 
indicate  the  anxiety  of  the  House  to  pro- 
ceed with  certain  Government  Bills  which 
have  already  been  introduced.  I  have 
noticed  in  the  newspiipers  mention  of  a 
rumour  that  there  is  a  sort  of  genenil  an- 
ticipation pervading  the  House  that  the 
session  would  have  an  end  a])out  July  25, 
and  that  at  that  unprecedented  date  we 
would  be  able  to  occupy  oui-selves  in  a 
manner  more  suita]»le  to  the  sejison.  I 
am  afraid.  Sir,  that  estimate  never  had 
any  substantial  foundation,  nor  do  I  think 
anybody  could  have  conceived  it  jKDSsible 
that  we  should  anticijwte  to  any  seiious 
extent  the  (bite  on  which,  dunng  the  last 
four  yeai-s,  we  have  ]>een  a])le  to  sepirate. 
I  hope  that  date  will  not  ]>e  exceeded,  but 
I  ceitainly  cannot  promise  the  House  that 
we  shall  be  a])le  to  shorten  mattei>iso  that 
we  shall  lie  able  to  separate  in  the  coui^e 
of  next  month,  or  even  in  the  first  week 
of  August.  I  do  not  propose  to  give  an 
exact  programme  of  M'hat  we  hope  to  pass, 
})ecause  that  would  be  impossible ;  nor 
has  any  one  in  my  jMisition,  at  this 
period  of  the  session,  ever  attempted  such 
a  task.  Nor,  again,  do  I  need  to  read 
through  the  list  of  (rovernment  Onlers  on 
the  Paper,  Init  I  may  just  mention  thos(j 
Bills  which  are,  I  think,  somewhat  loosely 
defined  l)y  the  name  of  dejKirtmental 
measures.  Taking  the  Onler  Book  of  to- 
day, and  following  the  oixler  therein,  the 
first  is  the  Tele])hnne  Bill,  which  has  not 
yet  reached  the  Second  Keading,  and 
which,  I  hope,  niay  reach  the  Second 
Heading  to-morrow  night.  There  is  the 
Boanl  of  Kducation  Bill,  which  has 
already  passed  thr'  Lonls  and  awaits 
the  Second  Heading.  There  is  the 
Private  Legislation  Procedui*e  (Scotland) 
Bill,  of  which,  I  trust,  we  may  ])e  able  to 
make  a  finish  to-night  ;  in  any  Ciise,  I 
confidently  cxpe<t  we  shall  l>'e  able  to 
make  very  substantial  progress  with  it. 
Tlureis,  next,  the  Colonial  Loans  Fund 
Bill,  which  ought  to  pass,  and  ought 
to  ])e  followed  by  a  Bill  l)ased 
upon  it,  which  will  ask  the  House 
to  consent  to  loans  in  i)iiilicular  cases. 
The  House  will  rememlwr  that  the 
Colonial  Loans  Fund  Bill  merely  Ijiys 
down  the  general  outlines  of  the  scheme 
for  specific  loans,  and  we  think  that  that 
Bill   ought    not  only  to   pass,   ]»ut,  as  a 

Mr.  ./.  /.  Ihilfour, 


matter  of  fact,  there  are  certain  specific 
loans  wo  ought  to  have  the  authority  of 
the    House  to  make   before   the  session 
I  closes.      There   is   the   Parish   Churches 
(Scotland)   Bill,   which    has    passed  the 
I^ords   and  not  yet  l>een  read  a  second 
time  ;  there  is  the  Small  Houses  (Acquisi- 
tion of  Ownership)  Bill,  which  has  reached 
the  lleport  stage ;  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Bill,  which  has  reached  the  Ileport 
i  stage;  and  two  Irish  Bills — the  Agriculture 
'  and   Technical   Instmctioii   Bill  and  the 
'  Tithe  Kent-charge  Bill — which,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  have  not  yet  passed  their  Second 
Reading  :  and  then,  finally,  there  is  the 
Money -Lending  Bill,  which  has  already 
'  passed  the  Loms,  but  has  made  no  pio- 
gress   in   this   House.     I  do  not  believe 
I  that  this  list  will  be  materially  added  to. 
except  in  certain  particulars  which  I  will 
i  menti«)n.      There  are  three   more   Bill* 
I  which,  as  the  House  is  aware,  we  mean  to 
'  introduce  and  deal  with  in  the  course  of 
the  session.    There  is  the  Military  Work» 
!  Bill,  the  Clerical  Tithe  Bill,  and  the  Naval 
,  Works  Bill.     There  are  also  Bills  of  my 
right   hon.   friend  the   Home  Secretary^ 
among      them      one     making      further 
amendments     in     the      Factory     Acta. 
There     is,     in     addition     to     these,    a 
'  Bill  which  has  not  yet  been  announced  to 
I  the  House,  and  which  the  House,  I  think, 
'  will  not  descri])e  as  contentious,  and  that 
is  a  Bill  for  completing  the  arrangements 
for  taking  over  the  Niger  Company.    The 
present  position  of  afiairs  on  the  Niger 
has  led  to  many  emliarrassments  which  I 
think  ought  to  be  put  an  end  to.    The 
present  is  a  transitional  and  purely  pro- 
visional state  of  things,  and  oucht  to  be 
terminated    iis    soon   as   possible.     This 
measure,  therefore,  will  have  to  be  passed 
beff)re  the  end  of  the  session.      iW  i* 
the  last  item  in  the  list  of   non-deptft- 
mental  mciisures  which  it  is  ver}'  desirable 
to  pjiss.     I  do  not,  of  course,  say  that  all 
these  measures  will,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
piss  into  law  before  we  separate,  but  I 
hope    vt;ry   substantial   progress  iiill  he 
made  with  the  list  which  I  have  just  read 
to  the  House.     I  do  not  think  I  need 
justify  the  i)n)|)osal  which  enables  us  to 
take   Tuesdays   and    Wednesdays  heiH«- 
foith  for  carrying  out  this  legialiition.    b 
has   always   been   anticipated  about  thii 
])erind,  and  even  In^forc,  that  that  coune 
will  ])e  taken,  and  I  think  private  Mem- 
]>eis  will  be  anxious  to  do  all  they  can  to 
hel])  the  (jovenmient  to  deal  with  the 
legislation  which  still  romainSi  and  which 
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ro  can  justly  cUnn  ^houlci  hv.  pissed.  Iji 
\esG  eirciiinstiineod  I  think  1  nhniilti  he 
riisting  the  time  of  thp  H<m:^t*  if  I  siiirl 
iiore  to  iiuluce  it  to  pass  the  Kesohition, 
■l>egto  move  the  Kesuhition  which  stai^ds 
In  n\y  name. 

Motion  made  and  Question  projosed, 
'That  for  the  renuiimler  of  the  so*i«i«in 
Joverrmient  Imsiness  do  have  precetlence 
Tuestliiy  and  Wedne.sday,  and  that  the 
divisions  of  Standing  Order  56  he  ex- 
^nded  to  all  the  days  of  tlie  week/' — 
jUt\  A.  J,  Balfoiii). 

Sir    a   CAMPBKLL-BANNEKMAN 

Stirling      Bur^dis)  :      The      Heeolntion 

rhich    the    right    hotk    Gentleman    has 

r»|x>8ed   is   in   iicconlance   with    jecent 

etice^  and  I  do  not  imagine  that  there  j 

Jl  be  any  large  mnnl>er  of  Members  in 

House  who  will  be  fli spoiled  to  refiwe 

the  (Tovcniment  the  facilities  the}'  ask 

in  the  eircumstanceii.     But  1  think  it 

g;ht  to  lay  down  at  once  what  hitherti> 

always  been  prericribed  as  a  condition 

ihh  provisional  faeility  lieing  ^i\en  to 

Be  Govenmient  at  this  time  of  tiie  ycarj 

nd  that  is,  that  they  should  not  u.se  the 

E»wer  so  alluwed  to  them  for  the  pur|ii»se 

introducing    aTiy    fresh    contentious 

sure  likely  tu  occupy  much  time  and  ' 

rai8e  deep  controversies  in   the  Houne,  | 

be  list  of  measures  which  thi^  right  hon. 

Bntlenian  has  gone  over  contains  many 

fills  with  which  we  are  tolerably  familiar, 

id    there   are   some   which    there   is   a 

ral    desire    to   piss   with    as    little  I 

oiible   aa    possible.     I   anticiptvte    that 

uit   will  be  the  case  with  the  »Seotti*h 

ivate  Procedure  Bill,  as  to  which   we 

some  method  of  arranging  the  differ-  ' 

cea   of    opinion    which    have    hitherto 

isted.     But  the  i-ight   hon.  Gentlemen 

d  four  new  subjects,      I  think  one 

called  the  B*irracks  Loan  Bill— a  Bill 

jeh  is  annoiuiced  in   supplement,  as  it 

J,  of  the  Anuy   Estimates,  and  which 

promised    at  the  l*egimung   of    the 

joth     Well,   Sin  the  only  comment  I 

make,  and    the   only  objection    I 

viiim  to  the  intnxbiction  of  that 

11  irt  not  that  it  ought  not  to  be  intro- 

ticerl  now,  but  that  it  ought  to  have  been 

trofhiced   a  gorpd    many    weeks   if  not 

>fith8     ago,     because     when      it      Wi\s 

|jiounced  the  (Trjvermuent  surely  must 

ve  harl   not  only  a  general  but  a   \Qvy 

Dfte  conception   of   what    the  nature  of 

lis  Bill  wouhl  be,  and  I   think   it   is  due 

House  and  to  those  who  take  an 

in  military  iiuestions  that  they 


shoidd  have  a  longer  time  to  coi\sirler  the 
details  of  this  Bill  than  the  few  weeks 
wliich  now  stand  lietweeu  as  and  the 
Prorc»gation  of  Parliament.  Aa  to  th© 
Factories  Bill,  that  will  prokibly  be  a 
measure  in  a  direction  of  which  we  all 
approve,  l*ut  we  nuist  wait  until  we  see  it. 
In  regard  to  the  Bill  for  taking  over  the 
Niger  Company,  I  would  also  say  that 
there  is  a  large  i>o8silnlity — I  am  speak- 
ing entirely  in  the  dark  as  to  what  the 
Bill  may  contain — but  1  think,  if  it  con- 
tains nxxy  comphcations  whatever,  there 
is  a  consideralde  posssihilit}^  of  a  ditter- 
ence  of  opinion.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  named,  in  a  somewhat  cool  and  cahu 
manner,  another  Bill  as  if  it  was  an  old 
acquaintance  that  we  were  familiar  with* 
and  to  w'hich  w^e  ab-eady  were  eonunitted 
--namely,  the  Clerical  Tithes  Bill,  I  can 
only  say  that  if  the  light  hon.  Gentleman 
thinks  that  a  Bill  dealing  with  clerical 
tithes  in  any  way  almost,  but  especially  a^ 
Bill  relieving  them  fnmi  any  burdens  to 
which  the}'  are  miw  Jiiubject— if  he  thinks 
that  a  Bill  of  that  kind  can  pass  through 
the  House  in  the  few  weeks  of  July  and 
part  of  August,  he  is  totally  mistaken. 
And  there  is  another  particular  process 
which  it  may  l>e  sought  to  apply  to  this 
measure,  to  which  I  shouM,  for  my  part, 
take  great  objection.  We  know^that  cleiical 
influences  are  clamouritig  at  the  <h>or 
of  the  Goxenunent.  We  know  that 
from  the  papci-s  and  other  sources.  Is  it 
possible  that  this  is  a  Bill  intended  to 
be  iJitroduced  in  oitler  to  shut  the  nioutlis 
of  the  clergy,  and  at  the  same  time  intro- 
duced in  such  a  manner  that  there  \nll  be 
a  good  excuse  for  saving  to  them,  **  My 
good  gentlemen,  we  have  done  all  we 
could  for  you,  but  a  wicke<l  Opposition 
and  the  stupid  arrangements  for  the  eon- 
duct  of  Parliainent^iry  business  cijuipelled 
us  to  forego  the  infinite  pleasure  we  slvould 
have  felt  in  doing  something  '  ?  I  do  not 
think  that  the  House  of  Cuuunons  should 
be  treated  to  a  perfomiance  ftf  that  sort, 
and  if  the  nght  hon.  Gentleman  lunngs  in 
a  Bill — I  do  not  say  1  hope  it  will  pjtss— 
at  lefi.st  I  hope  that  he  will  bring  it  in 
\nth  the  intention  of  its  passing,  lK*cause 
I  think  it  woidd  be  more  befitting  his 
own  dignity  and  the  dignity  of  this  House 
and  of  Parliament  that  he  should  bring  it 
in  with  that  intention.  But  \n  any  case 
I  shoidd  strongly  advise  the  riglit  hon. 
Gentleman,  if  he  does  not  wish  to  keep  us 
sitting  here  tmtil  an  ailvanced  periorl  of  the 
vear,  not  to  nie4idlo  with  this  measure  atalb 
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It  is  not  only  that  it  would  be  discussed  \ 
at  great  length  and  with  great  detail  in 
all  its  stages,  but  I  am  afraid  that  the  fact 
of  its  being  announced,  of  its  looming  on 
the  horizon,  may  induce  hon.  Meml)ers  to  \ 
take  a  miiuite  and  painstaking  interest  in 
all  the  other  business,  which  would  not 
conduce  to  the  rapid  advancement  of  the  ' 
legislation  of  the  session.       I   hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  take  my  warn- . 
ing,  which  is  not  a  mere  accidental  ex- , 
pression  of  my  own  opinion,  for  I  am  per- 
fectly ceitain  it  conveys  not    only    the  I 
feelin<ij  ])ut  the  purpose  of  nine-tenths  of  ' 
the  >Iem})ers  on  this  side  of  the  House,  ; 
and  possibly  of  some  others.     I  hope  that 
he  will  take  that  into  consideration  when 
he  thinks  of    proceeding  with  this    Bill  ! 
during  this  session.    Otherwise,  as  I  have 
said,  I  think  he  has  not  proposed  anything 
which  is  calculated   to  startle  and  alarm 
us,  and  under  the  circumstances  I  am  dis-  ^ 
posed  to  think  that  the  House  ought  to 
afford  him  the  facilities  he  asks  for. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester,  ! 
Forest  of  Dean)  :  In  every  word  that 
has  fallen  from  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition I  am  disposed  to  concur,  but  there 
is  one  subject  as  to  which  I  wish  to  say  a  , 
few  words.  It  is  a  matter  to  which  a 
great  deal  of  attention  has  been  given  in  ' 
this  portion  of  the  House-  -I  refer  to  the 
Factories  and  Workshops  Bill,  which  it 
has  been  announced  is  to  be  introduced 
at  this  terribly  late  period  of  the  session, 
although  it  was  promised,  long  before  the 
Queen's  Speech  wjis  delivered,  that  it 
would  be  one  of  the  principal  mciisures  of 
the  session.  We  had  two  speeches  made 
by  Cal)inet  Ministers  in  which  they 
appealed  for  the  confidence  of  the  work- 
ing classes  of  the  country,  on  the  gi'ound 
that  next  to  the  London  Goverrmient , 
Bill  a  Factories  and  Workshops  Bill 
would  be  one  of  the  chief  measures  of  the 
session.  I  cannot  but  fear  that  the  fact 
of  keeping  ])ack  this  Bill  till  so  late  a 
period  means  either  that  it  will  not  l)e 
passed  or  that  it  will  ])e  cut  down  to  the 
narrowest  pos8i]>le  limits.  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  I  should  object  more  strongly 
to  the  latter  of  the  two  alternatives  than 
to  tlie  former,  because  if  the  Bill  is  only 
intended  to  deal  with  two  or  three 
points  it  will  be  a  great  disappointment 
to  the  country.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
is  to  be  a  large  Bill,  then  I  fear  the 
Govenmient  do  not  intend  to  go  on  with 
it,  because  they  would  not  have  the  time  , 

Sir  JI.  Camphell-lkmnennan. 


necessary  to  carry  it  this  year ;  and  I,  for 
one,  would  sooner  have  from  them  a  dis- 
tinct and  clear  promise  that  they  wiD 
really  make  it  one  of  the  principal  mea- 
sures next  session,  instead  of  cutting  it 
down  to  a  mere  shred  in  order  to  pass  it 
this  year.  It  has  always  been  spoken  of 
as  a  very  important  measure.  The  Home 
Secretary  has  stated  that  there  is  a  very 
large  Bill  in  preparation,  and  has  made  it 
an  excuse  for  the  delay  in  producing  the 
annual  report  of  the  Chief  Inspector  of 
Woikshops,  with  the  result  that  we 
shall  have  no  material  for  a  Home 
Office  Debate  this  session.  Now  I  would 
like  to  point  out  that  the  Standing  Com- 
mittees on  Trade  and  Law  have  been  idle 
during  the  greater  part  of  this  session. 
One  has  had  before  it  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Bill,  and  the  other  has  had  hardly  any 
work  at  all.  If  it  is  now  intended  to 
revive  the  M^jrk  of  these  Committees  for 
the  purpose  of  pissing  the  Factories  and 
Workshops  Bill,  there  will  be  great  diffi- 
culty at  this  period  of  the  session  in 
obtaining  a  quonnn,  and  I  am  afraid'  the 
result  will  be  that  the  Bill  will  have  to  be 
cut  down  to  the  very  narrowest  limits. 
Would  it  not  be  better  to  make  the  hest 
of  a  bad  job,  and  have  a  thoroughly  good 
Bill  next  yenr  ?  There  is  only  one  other 
matter  I  will  touch  upon.  THie  Grovem- 
ment,  during  the  hist  three  or  four  years^ 
have  steadily  declined,  under  pressure 
from  all  parts  of  the  House,  to  find  time 
at  this  peri(Kl  of  the  session  for  pri^'ate 
Membei*s'  Bills.  But  there  is  a  runioiu" 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  (iovem- 
nient  to  give  some  of  the  time  which  we 
are  placing  at  their  disposal  to  the  con- 
sideration of  a  hotly  opposed  privitc 
Members'  Bill  — the  Senice  Franchise 
Bill,  which  was  extended  into  a  luge 
meiisure  by  an  Amendment  carried  in  » 
very  thin  House,  which  Amendment  wM 
subse^iuently  defeated  in  a  fairly  fnll 
House  by  a  majority  of  only  17.  In  view 
of  the  declarations  of  Irish  Members  in 
regai-d  to  this  Bill,  I  think  we  should  have 
some  understanding  from  the  Govenunent 
that  they  are  not  going  to  devote  »y 
time  to  it. 

Mr  DILLON (Mayo,E):Whenaiiiottoo 
of  thiskind  is  submitted  to  the  House  one  ii 
entitled  to  ask  for  some  sitiBfactory  state- 
ment  as  to  what  the  Government  inUn* 
to  do  with  the  time  they  aak  the  Honf< 
to  give  them.  The  list  of  Bills  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  read  out,  And  upon 
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which  ho  based  his  statement  for  demand- 
ing the  time  of  the  House,  inchides  three 
Irish  Bills,  all  «jf  them  very  important 
Bills  and  raising  important  que^^tions  of 
principle,      I  desire  to  take  this  oppor- 


fninkly  whether  they  propose  to  go  on 
with  that  Bill  this  session  or  not.  Now 
I  come  to  the  thiitl  of  the  Irish  Bills, 
an  all-important  Bill,  and  I  earnestly 
and    respeetfnlly     invito     the    attention 


tunity  of  once  more  protesting  itgainst  the  !  of   the  Liberal    Party    to  this  Bill,  and 
conduct  of  the  Government  in  intnxlucing    to  its  connection  with   the  Clerical  Tithe 


twii  ijf  their  Irish  Bills  this  session 
under  theTen'Minutcs  liuh\  especially  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  th^^  Government 
have  done  less  business  than  1  ever  re- 
mcmlier  during  the  15  years  1  have  been 
in  the  House.  I  think  ihc  Irish  Members 
have  very  good  ground  for  eoni plaining 
that  the  Iri»h  business,  such  as  it  is  this 
session,  has  Vieen  treated  with  such  sc*ant  i 
courtesy  up  to  the  present  perifxl  oi  the  , 
session.  I  say  that  no  one  of  those  Bills  could  \ 
decently  have  been  introduced  under  the 
Ten-Minutes  Uide,  and  that  such  a 
coui^e  is  an  outrageous  abuse  in  the  case 
of  one  of  those  Bills.  The  first  <if  the 
Irish  Bilb— the  Agriculture  iind  Tech- 
nical Instruction  Bill— has  In-en  promiserl 
every  year  since  the  present  Government 
l<K>k  office.  It  is  a  Bill  raising  very  large 
and  very  luoad  issues  and  issues  of 
various  kinds,  because  it  proposes  to  create 
a  new  Irish  Minister.  Of  course,  I  should 
not    be   ill   order  in  attempting  to  deal, 

(even  in  the  most  eur^ory  way,  with  the  ! 
Idetails  of  the  Bill,  but  it  is  a  *Bdl  of  first- 1 
|class  importance,  ami  yet  we  have  been 
enable  to  oljtain  frum  the  Government 
the  probable  date  on  which  it  will  be  taken  ; 
and  now,  when  we  are  within  about  sLx 
weeks  of  the  fitid  of  the  session,  we  have 
not  receive*!  a  hint  as  to  when 
we  may  expect  this  liill  t*>  be  suIh 
mitted  for  diseussion,  I  think  we  are 
entitled  to  demand  fnmi  the  (tovernmont 

(thiit  abundant  time  shall  Ke  given  for  the 
jjiscussiou  of  this  Bill  on  Second  Reading, 
Bn<i  still  fuller  diseussion  in  Committee. 
I  w^ouM  intitn'tely  prefer  that  this  Bill 
should  be  jK>stponed  until  next  session, 
and  then  taken  at  a  proper  period  of  the 
session,  rather  than  that  an  attempt  should 
be  made  to  shullle  it  tlirough  at  the  tail 
end  of  the  session  and  force  a  totally  un- 
satisfactory settlement  of  this  question. 
I  believe  and  feel  convinced  that  in  that 
view  I  have  the  support  of  the  vast 
majority    of    Irishmen    of    all    sections. 


Bill,  v^'hieh  we  are  informed  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  introthiee.  It  appears 
it  is  impossible  for  the  GoverruneiU  to 
allow  one  session  to  go  by  without  putting 
their  hands  into  the  pulilic  purse  \u  scatter 
largess  among  their  supfMuters  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  While  they  are 
about  to  propose  some  measure  of 
relief  to  the  clergy  in  England,  they 
also  intend  to  seize  upon  a  large  portion 
of  the  Tithe  Fuml  and  distribute 
it  among  the  landlords  in  Ireland.  As 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  has  indicated 
that  possibly,  if  the  Clerical  Tithes 
Bill  is  introduced,  the  Liberal  Party 
may  be  incited  t<^  take  a  great  interest  in 
othi  r  Bills,  I  respectfully  invite  them  to 
tuin  their  attention  to  the  Irish  Tithes 
Bill.  They  will  find  it  very  ontentious 
as  well  as  interesting,  and  they  will  be 
doing  a  service  to  Ireland  if  they  stmly 
the  .sul>ject  and  give  some  attention  to 
it.  I  think  we  might  expect  from  the 
Chief  Secretary  some  diHerent  treatment 
to  the  very  curt  statement  we  have 
receiveil  in  reference  to  this  Bill  up  to 
the  present.  With  reference  to  Supply, 
what  is  the  condition  of  things  at  the 
present  moment  i  Twenty  days  is  the  num- 
licr  aUotted  for  Supply  under  the  ixqw  Bule, 
On  the  llHli  of  June,  14  out  of  the  20 
flays  had  gone,  and  the  GoverunieiU  have 
taken  oidy  57  out  of  a  total  of  147  Votes 
on  Supply.  Among  the  Votes  still  to  be 
disposed  of  is  the  FrireignOilice  Vote  ;  some 
of  the  next  most  important  are  the  Army 
and  Navy  Votes  and  the  Colonial  Office 
Vote,  The  First  Lord  has  kindly  eon- 
sen  ted  to  give  two  days  this  week  for 
Irish  Supply,  I  have  had  occasion  t^^  point 
out  more  than  once  that  those  rospon- 
sible  for  the  time  of  the  House  have  not 
ckialt  favourably  wuth  Irish  Suj>ply,  In 
the  first  year  of  the  new  Uu!e  four  days, 
and  in  later  years  three  days,  and 
now  only  two  days.  I  venture  to  say 
that  this  year  Irish  Supply  will 
I  Turning  to  the  other  Bills,  I  am  entitled  demand  more  time  than  in  any  year 
\%i}  ask  whether  the  CharitabU'  Loans  since  this  <Tovernment  came  into  office, 
iill— a  Bill  of  vital  importani^e  to  a  very  There  is,  first  of  all,  the  Vote  for  law 
fTge  section  of  the  people  of  tlie  North  of  charges;  then  there  is  the  L<>cal  Govern- 
Irehmd — is  to  be  dropped  out  altogether,  ment  BcKircl  Vote,  which,  owing  to  the 
think  the  Government    ougln  to  ^nay    Act  of  last  year,  will  have  to  be  disctissed 
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which,  at  any  rate,  turn  upon  money,  immediate  pressure  for  this  Bill,  and  I 
Take  the  Military  Works  Bill.  There  '  would  respectfully  suggest  that  it  should 
has  been  a  great  deal  too  much  military  be  dropped,  and  that  the  fishing  industn* 
works ;  you  are  trusting  too  much  to  !  should  not  be  worried  by  the  passing  of  a 
bricks  and  mortar,  and  whatever  these  ,  Bill  which  ^^^ll  not  prevent  them  catching 
military  works  are  that  are  now  proposed  the  fish,  but  only  prevent  the  sale  when 
they  will  mean  money.  Then  there  is  |  they  are  caught, 
the  Naval  Works  Bill.     One  of  the  great ' 

reproaches  against  the  right  hon.  Gentle-       Mil.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Diin- 
man  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  is  that,    dee) :  I  think  there  is  some  misconception 
ceasing  to  trust  in  ships,  he,  too,  has  put    as  to  the  Naval  Works  Bill, 
his  trust  in  bricks  and  mortar.     Bricks 


and  mortar  will  be  the  death  of  the  Navy,  | 
unless  we  stop  this  constant  expenditure 
upon  that    kind   of   defence.      But   the 
naval  works  mean  money,  and  millions 
have  alrciidy  been  spent  both  on  military 


Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES: 

not  seen  it  yet. 


We   have 


Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  The 
reason  whv  there  is  to  l)e  a  Naval  Works 


works  and  on  naval  works — millions  which  Bill  is  l)ecause  the  money  is  to  be  raised 

have  l)een  taken  out  of  the  surpluses  and  by  loan.     That  has  been  perfectly  well 

diverted   from   their  proper  destination,  understood   since  the   l)eginning  of  the 

Then  there  is   the   Clerical   Tithes  Bill,  session.     On  this  point  I  trust  the  right 

which,  of  course,  means  money.      I  wish  hon.  Gentleman   the   First  Lord  of  the 

to  ask  whether  all  this  money  is  to  come  Treasury  will  give  us  some  more  definite 

out  of  further  Supplemental  Estimates.  In  information  about  the  stale  of  the  Bill 

the  Debates  on  th(>  Finance  Bill  I  ven-  than    has   been   furnished.      The  Na^-aJ 

tured  to  suggest  that  the  Chancellor  of  Works  Bill  which  we  have  had  has  simplr 

the  Exchequer  had   not  reckoned   upon  ]>eeri  a  continuation  Bill.     The  Ciovem- 

any    Supplemental     Ivstimates,      which,  nient   suspended  some  of  the  Standing 

according    to    our     present    experience.  Orders  of  this  House,  and  all  the  Standing 

meant  an  extra  two  millions  a  year;  but  Onlers  of  the  other  House,  in  order  to 

he  intemipted  me  and  said  that  this  year  carry  the  Army  Annual  Bill,  which  was 

there   would   be   no   Supplemental   Esti-  quite   unnecesssary,   and    I   can  see  no 

mates.     But  all  these  Bills,  which   mean  justification  for  the  delay  which  has  taken 

money, mean  also  Supplemental  Estimates;  place  in  the  introduction  of  this  Bill  this 

if  they   do   not   mean   that,   they  moan  year.     The  whole  of  the  interest  is  now 

loans,  so  that  we  shall  Ix*  in  the  position,  centred  in  the  schedide,  for  the  principle 

after  stopping    the    re])aynient    of    our  of   it   has   been  asserted  over  and  oTer 

pu])lic  debt,  of  adding  further  large  sums  again.     The   schedule   is   now  the  oiJy 

to  that  debt.  The  fouith  Bill  is  for  taking  thing  to  which  interest  attaches,  and,  as 


over  the  responsibilities  of  the  Niger 
Company.  That  is  an  enormous  new  de- 
parture in  p<)licy,  which  may  raise  most 
.serious  (piestions.  I  do  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  eiub;iik  u]>on  this  Hill  in 
the   spirit 


of   the  remarks  of  the   right 


I  understand  the  First  Lonl  of  tbf 
Admiralty,  the  .schedule  this  year  will  be 
of  special  importance  because  it  contains 
now  items.  As  these  items  may  give  ri* 
to  a  good  deal  of  discussion,  I  think  we 
are  entitled  to  have  fix>m  the  Government 


hon.  (Gentleman     that  it  will   have  to  be    a  positive  statement  that  the  Bill  isready 

'  "'  to  be  jH'oduonl,  that  all  the  urgencv 
that  can  bo  a})plied  to  it  will  be  appli^l 
and  that  wo  shall  have  the  Bill  printed  at 
th(»  eailiost  possilile  date  at  the  con- 
venionoo  of  the  Government.  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  ( liMitloman  will  give  the  Hon« 
sonio  iiif<»nnation  as  to  the  intentions  of 


passed  by  tho  oiid  of  tho  session.  It  will 
be  an  extremely  dittioult  Bill  to  pass  if  it 
in  any  way  answers  to  its  name.  IwouM 
mako  ono  snggosiion  for  the  saving  of 
tinio,  and  that  is  thai  Hor  Majesty's 
Govornnient  should  aminunoe  that  they 
are  going  to  drop  tho  Indersized    Fish 


Bill.   No  harm  will  bo  done  by  that  being    thcGovoiinnont  in  respect  to  this  impnft- 

loft  ovei"  for  an«)thor  yoai\  and  by  that  ant  moasure. 
timo  tho  undersiztMl  h>ii  will  have  got  a 
littlo  largtM",  and  tho  Govoi-nmont's  know- 
ledge of  tish  gonorally  will  have  beoonio 
rather  greater.  Tho  >npj)]y  of  fish  has 
enormously  inoreasod,  so  that  there  is  no 

Mr,  Gibson  Bowles, 


^Mk.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON (Belfat, 
S.) :  I  rise  for  a  mtiment  or  two  to  pre* 
upon  tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  p^ 
im])nrtanco  of  allowing  the  Agriciutoi* 


im\ 
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^and  Technieul  Ijistniction  (Ireland)  Bill 
to  pass  tbr  High  the  HoiKse  this  session. 
There  is  scarcely  any  Bill  uj>on  which 
there  is  a  more  uruinimous  feeling 
ill  Ireland  in  its  favonr,  fnr  it  hiis  met 
with  the  warmen  approval  in  all  qnarters. 
The  right  hon.  Uentleman,  in  his  sta.te-  ' 
ineiit,  did  not  dwell  with  much  warmth 
on  this  Bill  1  knuw  that  the  Chief  i 
Secretary  for  Ireland  takes  a  \ery 
deep  int-erest  in  the  measure,  and  the 
Mem  hers  of  the  Belfast  Ohr'tinber  of  C'um- 
merce  are  most  anxious  that  it  should  he 
parsed  this  session,  not  only  in  the 
interests  of  a^ieukure,  Imt  also  in  the 
interests  of  the  whole  of  Ireland.  I 
trust  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
^ve  the  House  a  distinct  assurance  that 
this  measure  will  receive  attention, 
for  it  will  relieve  the  mitids  of  many 
people  in  Ireland  who  take  a  great 
interest  m  technical  instruction,  I  will 
<iot  (X'cnpy  the  time  of  the  House  any 
longer,  and  I  earnestly  express  the  hope 
that  this  Bill  will  he  carrietl  to  a  successful 
isiue  this  session. 

Mk.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  {Donegal, 
55.)  :  I  intenrl  to  be  very  brief  in  the 
larks  I  shall  address  to  the  House.  I 
t  the  righthon  J  Tcntleman  to  forget  for 
the  moraent  that  he  is  the  First  Lunl  of 
the  Treasury,  and  to  look  at  this  question 
from  the  point  of  view  of  what  is  honour- 
4U>le  l»etween  man  and  man.  The  subject 
I  am  raising  is  one  w^hich  commands 
much  sympathy  upon  lioth  Bides  of  the 
House.  I  want  to  know  when  the 
<tovernment  intend  intrwlucing  legisla- 
tion  for  the  regulation  of  limited  com- 
panies. This  mciisurc  hm  been  promised 
four  times  alrea^Jy,  and  yet  a  Bill  has  not 
l>een  introduced  in  reference  to  it, 
although  nearly  al!  the  Members  of  this 
House  have  expressed  themselves  in  favour 
<if  doing  away  with  the  gigantic  system  of 
fraud  which  under  the  present  state  of 
legislation  is  rendered  possilile.  It  is 
little  short  of  a  iTying  scandal  that  in  the 
month  of  March,'  liStiH,  the  J.ord  Chief 
Justice  stated  that  1^4,000,000  of  money 
were  squandered  every  year  beeause  no 
Amendment  had  been  made  in  the  law, 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  recollect 
<he  incident  when  I  moved  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  Address  dealing  with  this 
^  very  subject,  when  it  received  the  ca.reful 

■  attention  of  the  House,  and  I  may  add 
I  that>,  at  the  time,  not  a  single  newspaper 
H  took  exception   to  legislation  being  intn> 
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duce<l  upon  this  subject,  antl  if  ever  there  *' 
was  legislation  that  wmh  jM^pular— ^except  • 
with  guinea  pigs  and  coinpafiy  promoters 
— it  is  this,  U'liy  has  this  Bill  not  been 
intrCMlueeil  ?  I  would  like  to  see  any  hon. 
Mcnil)er  of  this  Honse  standi  rtg  before  his 
constitnent«  ami  sayirjg  that  he  is  not  in 
favour  of  this  Bill.  Is  the  influence  of 
the  guinea  pigs  in  the  Lobby  Uyo  strong 
for  the  Government,  or  is  there  a  majority 
of  c oui pa ny  directors  in  the  Cabinet  1  I 
d€»sire  to  ask  for  a  clear  explanation  of 
this.  It  may  1)6  said  in  reply  that  legis- 
lation has  been  intr<Hlueed  in  another 
place.  1  do  not  know  whotbei^  that  is  so 
or  not,  but  it  has  not  come  down  to  this 
House  yet.  I  ask  the  right  hoiL  Gentle- 
man, as  a  matter  of  fair*  dealing  between 
man  and  man,  why  hits  the  promise  iii 
I  reference  to  this  nieasure  not  beeii  fub 
filled  t  Is  it  Ijecause — as  a  Tory  Member 
has  said — this  HotiHe  is  honey combetl  arnl 
moth-eaten  with  ctjmjmny  promoters  T 
Is  tlie  company  promoting  interest  in  this 
House  80  strong  as  to  prevent  legislation 
being  passed  to  stop  a  gross  system  of 
mean,  cowardly,  and  debasing  fraud  ? 
Here  we  have  the  strongest  Goven^ment 
of  this  century,  with  a  majority  of  150  be-, 
hind  them,  practically  confessing  that 
they  are  unalile  to  deal  with  this 
subject.  And  why  ?  Is  it  liecausc  they 
are  only  in  favour  of  legislation  for  selfish 
and  guinea-pig  interests  1 

Captain    SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire):  I 

should  like  the  right  hon.   Gentleman  to 

say  whether  some  further  opp«nt unity  will 

be  given  for    the    discussion    of   Scotch 

business.       Friday      night's     discnssior* 

elicitetl    a    very    strong     expression    of 

I  opinion,  which  was  shared  ufion  both  sides 

j  of  the  House,  upon  a  point  which  I  need 

I  not  mention    now.     The   th'scussion  was 

not  enrleti,  and  no  conclusion  was  come  to. 

!  f   therefore  wish  to  iusk   the  right  hon. 

!  Gentleman  if  he  will  he  good  enough  to 

bear  in  mind,  when  he  is  considering  the 

question,  the  enormous  importance  of  this 

subject  to  Scotlandj  and   to  state  to-day 

when  he  will  af!brd  a  further  opportunity 

for  the    contiiniation    of    the  discu.ssion 

which  was  ctirried  on  on  Friday  night  last. 

The  fliscussion  to  which  I  i-efer  was  upon 

i  the  question  of  the  PJdncation  Minute,  and 

i  both  sides  of  the  House  then  argued  very 

I  generally   and    strongly    in    a  direction 

adverse   tu    the    (jovernmcnt    upon    this 

point.     1  may  also   piint  out  that  there 

^  are  several  other  Seot<;h  Votes  on  whiob  r 

3  H 


there  has  hcen  no  opportunity  for  dis-  j  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  endea- 
cttssioQ.  As  the  Half-tinier.s'  F»ill  has  now  i  \uining  to  repeat  the  experiment  which 
reaehed  a  vet'y  forward  stage  in  Parlia- '  they  cai  ried  out  in  i-eferenc©  to  the  Agri- 


men  t,  I  would  remind  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tliat  there  is  a  similar  measure 
on  the  Paper  in  the  name  of  &  private 
Metrilier.  There  is  a  very  strong  feeling 
in  Scotland  that  this  is  a  question  uf  much 
less  scope  and  less  ditfit:ult  to  deal  with 
than  in  England,  and  I  do  ask  tlie  First 
Lord  of  the  T rea.su ry  to  eonsifler  the  un- 
en  vial  lie  jjomtion  which  Scotland  has  heen 
left  in  with  regard  to  this  matter,  which 
is  ojie  which  haa  ex.^ited  a  good  deal  of 
interest  in  >Scothind. 

Mh.  COGHILL  (Stoke-upon-Trent) : 
1  deaire  to  nrge  upon  the  Government  the 
necessity  of  proeeeding  with  the  Clerical 
Tithes  Bill  I  am  surprisetl  at  the  remarks 
made  by  the  Leader  of  the  Opp4>sition  in 
regard  to  this  measure,  for  he  seems  to 
have  reser\'ed  all  his  op^x^sition  for  this 
particular  measure.  I  hope  the  First 
Lorfl  of  the  TrCcLsury  will  not  })e 
frightened  liy  the  threats  of  the  Leader 


eultund  Eating  Act. 

nUi.   CARVELL   WTLUAMB  (Notn 

tingham,  Mansfield) :  I  do  nut  rise  for 
the  puq^ose  of  championing  the  ciiuse  of 
firivate  Members,  for  thev  seem  tome  to 
be  past  praying  for.  What  I  wish  io point 
out  to  the  Govermiieot  is  this — if  the 
House  passes  this  Ilesolution  tke  (ioTem- 
ment  will  have  a  considerable  iimount  of 
time  placed  at  their  diaposaL  Therefore 
they  could  Uj*e  some  of  that  time  in  ink- 
ing to  pass  a  measure  which  the  Hoine 
Secretary  has  stated  was  practically  ready. 
and  which  he  is  anxious  to  iiitrctduce. 
1  refer  to  the  Bill  fur  giving  practical 
effect  to  the  reeommendations  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  Burial  Grounds 
The  ma|ority  of  that  Committee  wa» 
composed  of  Ministerial  Members,  hut 
both  Churchmen  and  XoncoufonniBt* 
were  represented*  Now,  that  Comioitti^e 
hiis  arrived  at  conckisious  which  wmiH 


in  bringing  forward  thi.s  Bill,  which  I  am 
sure  will  give  great  satisfaction  in  the 
country. 


of  the  Opposition,  and  that  he  will  persist  '  form  the  basis  of  a  satisfactory  me4i^ure. 

I  do  not  say  that  the  subject  is  considerod 
to  be  wholly  uncontcntious,  but  it  l&  no 
longer  a  Party  cpu*stion.  I  know  halt 
Members  on  the  other  nuh  are  as  anxiunif 
as  we  are  on  this  side  for  au  early  settle* 
mem  of  the  question,  and  it  seems  to  m<^ 
that  it  will  be  a  gn^at  pity  for  the  Got- 
ernment  to  lf>se  so  favourable  an  oppor^ 
tunity  of  rleiiling  wdth  the  subjeet 
t  Ministiy.  One  might  have  sup-  If  the  measure  lie  introduced,  it  will  oocyiipy 
the  Govennnent  at  this  stage  of  j  a  great  deal  less  time  and  cause  much  lea* 

trouble  than  the  Bill  to  give  ti  law 
amount  of  pnlilic  money  to  tht^  dcrgy  of  tni» 
Church  of  Enghnui.  I  hope  tho  tfovi-^nj- 
ment  will  introduce  the  measure  oven  tf 
tlu\v  fail  to  pass  it  this  session,  as  I 
believ*'  it  wotdd  ha>?ten  the  clu^o  of  aveiy 
painful  and  protracted  striiggit?. 


Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.)  : 
I  have  rio  doubt  the  measin-e  alluded  to 
hy  my  hon,  frienil  will  give  great  satis 
faction  in  the  country,  eHpeeiiilly  to  those 
who  wish  to  see  the  downfall  of  the 
preset! 

{iortefl  the  Ifovenunent  at  this  stage 
the  sessiork  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  lindted  his  propi.s;ds  to  the  meii^ures 
which  were  contained  in  the  t^Jueen's 
Speech,  for  in  regard  to  some  of  the  very 
useful  measures  to  which  he  referred  no 
exception  could  be  taketi.  We  know  per- 
fectly '^vell  what  the  present  piopo.^al  of 
the  Govennnent  means.  It  means  that 
useful  Bills,  like  the  Money  Lcmling  Bill 
— which  is  of  great  importance  to  the 
country— the  Sale  of  Food  and  I  hugs 
Bill,  and  other  important  Bills,  will  be 
imperilled  in  order  that  the  Government 
may  be  able  to  spring  a  certain  lie  port  upon 
the  House  of  Commons  and  rush  through 


Mk.  LABOUCIiRRE  (Northmnpti:.n): 

l  am  afraid  we  shall  at  this  time  of  the 
session  have  to  le^ive  the  deatl  to  bury  it* 
dead.  Apart  from  all  questions  of  'poli^ 
tical  differences,  it  does  seem  to  m*»  a  mis- 
take, at  the  fulvcnt  of  that  happy  mmiieol 
when     we     shall     ceaee    to     have    the 


this  House^  by  the  force  of  their  great  pleasure  of  each  others'  so(.;ictv,  Ut 
majonty,  what  is  nothing  Itut  the  appro-  |  suddenly  spring  three  or  f»»ur  new"  BifU 
priatiou  of  public  money  and  the  rating  i  on  thf  House,  1  do  not  think  the  Leader 
of  other  people  for  the  relief  of  one  par-  of  the  House  ought  fairly  and  honestivto 
ticiUnr  class  of  their  supporters.  1  hope  do  it  uidess  he  can  show  that  it  haa  lieen 
ht»n.  Members  will  take  a  Division  against  I  rendercfl  necessary  by  clrcuniatartcfff- 
this  proposal^  if  only  as  a  protest  against  '  which  now  exist,  aful  which  are  difknnt 
O^ain  Sinclair, 


I 
I 

I 


fiifini  those  which  obtftiiiecl  at  the  com- 
menrenient  of  the  s<'ssion.  The  Leafier 
of  the  <>]>p08itiou  du]  not  t'xagtrt^rate  in 
the  leiisit  IV  hen  he  sjinl  that  if  this  c'leritnl 
Bill  h  Immght  in  we  j^hall  take  a  most 
©xhatHtive  and  minute  interest  in  every 
othi?r  Bill,  with  the  {k^li berate  and  tipen 
intetitiun  <jf  defeating  this  Bill  sn  far  at* 
we  cm»  possibly  (ia  it  by  effluxion  of 
tinio.  I  never  cunceal  the  faet  whttn  I 
am  olistnictiiig.  Under  the  eircum- 
stauces,  if  u  Bill  of  this  kind  m  brought  in 
at  the  close  of  the  session^  we  shall 
have  A  right  to  rentier  it,  m  far 
as  we  possibly  can,  impossible  for  the 
Government  to  pa.ss  it.  We  on  this  side 
nmy  lUft'er  frE)m  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment^ hut  they  liaveaiarge  majority,  and 
if  thev  brought  in  a  Bill  at  the  c<>mnic nee- 
men  I  of  the  session  I  should  not  attempt 
to  obatnict  it  ;  but  this  Bill  was  not 
alJud»L^l  to  in  the  (^iieen  s  Speeeh,  and  1 
ct^rtainly  gathen^d  from  the  observations 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  a 
cleputatioii  a  little  while  ago  that  it  wjwi 
nt>t  intendi^d  to  legislate  on  this  matter 
this  year.  As  a  matter  of  faet,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Kxchetjuer  said  that  he  would 
not  include  the  money  reipiirtMl  for  it  in 
his  Budget,  and  he  did  not  give  the 
slightest  hint  that  this  Bill  was  to  l>e 
brought  in .  U nder  t hese  ei icunistances  it 
does  appear  to  me  to  be  a  mistiike — and 
I  say  it  not  from  any  Party  fouling  -to 
Unng  in  at  this  time  of  the  session  a  Bill 
of  stich  a  very  controversial  nature.  There 
Wiis  oiie  Bill  to  which  the  right  hon. 
Geritieman  alluded,  but  he  did  not  say  he 
would  attempt  to  |kiss  it,  and  that  is  the 
Money  Lending  Bill,  That  Bill  is  in  a 
very  dift'erent  p«:tsition.  Tlie  subject  was 
fon*ed  to  a  very  able  Committee  last 
.„jB8ion*  many  witnesses  were  heard*  and 
a  Repirt  which  I  believe  wns  unanimous 
WJii5  communicated  to  the  House.  The 
Bill  wiis  allude<l  to  in  the  Queen's  Speech. 
I  refer  to  the  Tnatter  myself  because  I 
verv'much  regret  that  my  hon.  friend  who 
toolc  fetich  an  active  and  al*lc  interest  in  it 
is  nwhy.  The  Bill  hai^  alreatly  |i;issed  the 
Hoitse  of  Lonls,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
would  i^ike  a  very  long  time  to  jiass 
through  this  House.  It  would  do  a  very 
larce  amount  of  goijd,  and  I  hope  the 
ri^ht  h<»n.  Gentleman  will  tell  us  that  he 
is  not  going  to  push  forwaifl  this  clerical 
Bill  of  which  we  know  nothing  at  present, 
and  that  he  will  give  facilities  -  for  it  is  a 
Government  measure — for  ixissing  the 
Money  Lending  Bill. 


*Mh.  J.  E.  ELLIS   (Nottinghamsliire, 

Kushcliftl*) :  I  wish  to  ask  the  right  hon. 

Gentleman  with    reference  to  the  Beanl 

of  Eilucatiou  Bilb  if  he  cannot   name  the 

time  when  he  propjses  to    introduce  it, 

whether  he  woulil  tell  ns  h(>w  much  notice 

he    will  give.     I     wish  also   to   iissociate 

myself  with  all   that  has  been    siud  as  tc 

the    umlesiraliility    nf  springing    on   the 

House  of  Commons  on  this  the  19th  day 

of  dune  such   a    controversial    matter  &s 

the  Clergy  Bill.     I  go  further  than  my 

right  hon.  friend  the  Leader  of  the  Op|x>* 

sition,  and  say  that  ru>  really  controversial 

Bill  should  he  announced  or  brought  for- 

wan  I  by  the  Government  after  W  hitsun- 

tide.     1  yield  to  no  man  iti  my  admiration 

of  some    of   the    ijualities  of  the  Leader 

of     the      House,      but      I      am     Ijouml 

to    H!iy     that,   ctmipired     with     some    ot 

his  predecessors,    of   whom   I    have   seen 

five  or    six,    he    fails    sometimes  —  I    sjiy 

SI)   with    all    respect       as    regards    the 

ordinary,  everyday,  humdrum  business  of 

the    House    in  the   matter  of  pn)cedure. 

The   only    w^y   in    which    we    c^m    have 

tliat  r.^fisonal>le  certainty  winch  everyone 

tiesires   is  for  the  Government,  between 

I  Ea.ster  and   Whitsuntide,  to  get  forwatd 

I  with  the  Second  Readings  of  their  larger 

Bills   and    some    of    theii^    minor    Bills, 

to  utilise  the   Crraml   Committees  in  the 

j  way  suggested  by  the  right   hon.  Baronet 

i  the  Memljcr  f(»r  the  Forest  iif  Dean,  aiul 

I  then  to  proceed    as    rapidly   as   possible 

with  nothing  but  Committee  work  after 

Whitsuntide.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 

hiis  given  a  great  me.i.8ure  of   reasonable 

certainty    w^ith    reganl    to    Supply  —  I 

congratulate       him      very      much      on 

it  —  and      ho      gives     us     a     reakson- 

I  able    notice   of   a   week    or  ten  days  as 

I  to  what  Supply   is  to  be  taken  on  Fri- 

tlays,     I  would  venture  to  very  respect- 

fully  suggest  whether  he  would  not  give 

us  next  session  a  re^isonable  certainty  also 

'  in  regani   to  other  bu.siness.     The  wi»rst 

thing    any    Government    can    do   ia    to 

I  antiounce  in  the  later  days  in  June  a  Bill 

I  which  will  be  a  very  cootroveraia]   mea- 

,  sure. 

Mr,    AUTHUK    J.    xMOOKE  (Derry 

I  City) :    I   desire,    I>efore   the   right   hon, 

,  Gentleman  answers  all  those  questions,  to 

join    w^ith   the   hon.    Member   for   South 

I  Belfast   in   urging  on   him   the   extreme 

I  necessity  of  pressing  forA^^ani  the  Agricub 

ture  an*l  Technical  Instruction  (Ireland)^ 

,  Bill.     This  is  of  the  very  greatest  import. 
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aiice,  and  anyone  who  has  any  knowledge  I  Clerical  Tithes  Bill  of  which  so  much  unex- 
of  the  magnificent  work  done  by  the  i  pected  notice  has  }>een  taken  by  hon.  Mem- 
hon.  MenibtT  for  South  Dul)lin,  without  i  bers  opposite.  Ithink  there  might  be  a  good 
any  Government  assistance,  must  see  ;  deal  to  be  said  for  that  course,  and  I 
that  there  is  a  groat  future  on  the  same  !  might  in  the  innocence  of  my  heart  have 
lines  which  this  Bill  proposes.  I  dare- ;  assented  to  and  easily  fallen  in  with  iU 
say  it  will  be  necessary  to  consider  ;  But  now  it  appears  everything  is  t6  he 
the  Bill  very  closely,  and  to  press  on  the  I  stopped  until  the  Bill  is  withdrawn,  and! 
Govenmient  certain  modifications  in  Com-  i  therefore  congratulate  myself  that  I  did 
mittee,  Init  I  earnestly  hope  that  this  Bill ;  not  cany  out  the  policy  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
may  not  be  abandoned.  It  is  a  very  j  tleman  and  read  the  Bill  a  second  time 
impoit^uit  Bill,  which  is  eiiniestly  desired,  '  ])efore  Whitsuntide.  I  am  not,  of  courBe, 
not  only  by  the  large  towns,  particularly  ■  discussing  the  provisions  of  the  Bill, 
in  the  Xoith  of  Ireland,  but  also  by  the  j  though  I  must  say  they  loom  too  largely 
»;riculturiil  districts  in  the  West  of  in  the  somewhat  heated  imagination  of 
Ireland.  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  But  there  is 
will  ])e  able  to  a.ssure  us  that  he  is  in  a  ■  one  criticism  of  which  1  really  must  com- 
position to  fix  an  early  date  for  the  i  plain.  Hon.  Members  talk  as  if  no 
further  consiilenition  of  the  Bill.  notice  or  hint  had  been  given  that  the 

Government  desired  to  deal  with  this 
(|uestion.  It  was  perfectly  well  known 
that  the  Crovernment  desii-ed  to  deal  with 
it,  and  so  well  was  it  known  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem])er  for  the 
Poorest  of  Dean  aske<i  me  a  question  last 
week  on  the  subject,  and  I  made  no  con- 
cealment, and  framed  my  answer  in  such 
a  way  that  anybody  listening  to  me 
would  know  that  it  was  one  of  the  sub- 
jects which  the  Govenmient  were  anxious 
to  introduce.  It  is  a  measure  not  quite 
of  the  first  importance  in  a  Parliamentarr 
sense,  but  it  is  a  very  much  needed  act  of 
justice.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  East  Mayo,  and  some  other  hon. 


Mil.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  have  had  a  '. 
large  number  of  critics — kindly  critics  I 
admit — in  the  course  of  this  Debate,  and 
they  lielong  to  various  classes.     There  are 
gentlemen    who  think  we  have  brought  | 
forward  too  many  Bills,  there  are  gentle- 
men who  think  W(j  have  not  brought  for- ; 
ward  enough  of  Bills,  and  there  are  gentle-  j 
men   who  think  that  it  is  our  Ixmnden  ; 
duty   to  press   through   certain   Bills  in 
which  they  are  interested,  but  who  at  the 
same  time  say  that  the  Bills  would  require 
very  close  scrutiny.     We  all  know  that  ; 
that  is  a  House  of  Commons  euphemism 
for   a    considerable    amount    of    debate. 
The  hon.  Member  who  spoke  last  but  erne  ;  Gentlemen  also,  asked  me  a  great  many 


-the  Member  for  the  Kushcliffe  Division 
— complains  of  the  method  in  which 
(Tovernment  business  has  been  arranged 
in  the  course  of  the  present  session,  and 
says  we  have  got  into  a  tangle. 


*Mk. 
Eiitter. 


questions  about  the  distrilmtion  of  the 
time  for  Supply.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  Debate  on  this  rosolution  is 
on  modem  conditions  a  very  fitting 
oppoitunity  for  discussing  the  allocation 
•  of  the  time  for  Supply.  It  is  imposssiUe 
J.    K.    KLLIS :     I    said    before    for  the  Govenmient  to  give  more  time 

under  the  Sessional  Order  than  they  have 
given,  and  I  do  not  think  pressure  ousht 
to  l>e  put  upon  us  in  this  Debate  to  dii- 
tribute  such  time  as  we  have  got  men 
favourably  to  cftie  section  of  this  House 
than  to  another.  But  I  must  obseiTe 
that  the  hon.  Meml>er  for  East  Mayo  has 
recognise  that  both  |  chosen  this  opportunity  to  raise  again  the 
hav  e  seconded  the  j  criticisms  he  has  more  than  once  (felivered 
on  the  intnxiuction  by  the  Govemmfflt 
of  Bills  under  the  Ten-Minutes  Rulft  b 
appears  to  me  that  any  Bill  which  ia  ool 
of  a  long  and  complicated  character  may 


Mk.  a.  j.  BALFOUR:  I  do  not 
remember  a  session  in  which  Crovernment 
business  was  l(»ss  entangled,  and  I  have 
less  hesitation  in  making  the  observation 
because  I  attri])ute  none  of  the  credit  to 
myself,  and  I  gladly 
sides  of   the    House 

(TOvernment  in  carrying  out  the  work. 
The  (fovernment  Inisiness  has,  as  I  think 
both  before  and  after  Easter,  gone  through 
with  remarka])le  smoothness.  The  hon. 
(lentleman  further  says  that  all  Bills 
which  we  hope  to  make  pn>gress  with 
ought  to  be  read  a  second  time  before 
Whitsun,  and  he  speciall}'  Referred  to  the 

Mr.  .Arthur  J.  Moore. 


properly  and  wisely  be  introduced  nnd* 
that  rule.  In  common  with  every  privato 
Meml>er  in  the  House,  he  has  thdfi^ 
to  introduce  a  Bill  of  the  greatest  ooah 
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cei%able  importance  and  complexity,  not 
only  without  the  amount  of  discussion  and 
exphmatiuij   which    is  avoided  under  the 
Ten-Minutes  Uule,  hut   without  any  dis- 
cuHsion  or  explai\atiun   at  all,  and  prac- 
tically without  even  the  power  of  taking 
a     hostile     vote,       I    maintain    that    in  ^ 
these  circimistances,  w^hen  the  Government , 
are  intnxlueing   Bilk   not   of  great  com-  i 
ploxity^  and  which  can  he  easily  explained 
in  the  compass  of  the  Ten- Minutes  Rule,  \ 
it     is     really     a     judicious     and     wise  , 
saving  of  the  time  of  the  House  that  that 
Rule  should    be  t^ken  a<  I  vantage    of.     I  i 
grant,  of  course,  that  there  may  lie  great 
constitutional    issues — like    the   London  ' 
Government  Bill — which  ought  not  to  he  I 
dealt  with  under  that  Knk\  Intt,  on   the  i 
whole,  I  hope  the  general   feeling  of  the 
House  is   in  favour  of  proceeding  under  i 
that  Kide  rather    than    reverting  to  the  j 
more  anti^juated  and  complicated  proce- 
dure which  is  justified  in  some  cases,  hut  , 
which   only  shoidd   he  usetl   when   abso- 
lutely necessary.      The  hon.   Gentleman 
has  told  us  what   view  he   takes  of   the  I 
Irish     Agriculture     and     Technical    In- 
struction   Bill,    and    these    differ   funda-  ' 


of  the  House  in  regard  to  the  Secondary 
Education  Bill  I  gi^eatly  desire  to  see 
that  Bill  piisseci  irjto  law  this  session,  and 
I  will  give  aflcquate  notxe  as  to  when  it 
comes  on.  I  would  not  like  to  piodgo 
myself,  however,  as  to  the  nimil»cr  of 
days'  notice  which  I  will  give  when  the 
Bill  is  to  be  taken.  1  tlo  not  know  that  I 
need  discuss  the  views  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Brigg,  who  has  expressed  a  desire 
for  the  introduction  of  the  deputmentid 
Bills,  andj  still  fuither,  that  a  Bill  should 
be  introduced  on  petroleum.  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  wants  to  see  the  Bill,  I  might 
lie  able  to  arrange  with  my  right  hon. 
friend, 

Mr,  RECKITT:  I  only  asked  that 
the  pledge  given  at  the  time  l>y  the 
Under  Secretary  for  the  Home  l>epart- 
merit,  who  made  a  speech  against  the  Bill 
introduced  by  a  private  Memhery  should 
be  redeemed.  Un  moi\j  than  one  occasion, 
in  answer  to  questions  in  the  HoiLse,  the 
promise  was  ma*ie  that  that  pledge  would 
be  carried  out. 

Mr.    a.    J.   BALFOUR:    I   was   not 


the  terms   of  the 
pmmise  was  ma<ie  to 


mentally  from  those  of  other  hon.  Gentle- '  aware  that  a  pronuse  had  been  given,  and 

I    should    like    to   see 
proTnise.     But  if  a 

introduce  a  Bill  in  the  ccmrse  of  the  pre- 
sent session,  that,  pixmiise  of  course,  musi 
be  kept.  I  certainly  cannot  undeitake  to 
give  the  time  for  that  **  reiis<jnable  discus- 
sion "  which  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  desires  for  the  Irish  Bill  in  which  ho 
hiis  expressed  an  interest.  I  do  not  think  I 
neeci  say  anything  about  the  Naval 
Works  Bill,  except  that  when  criticisms 
httve  been  jmssed  on  the  (.iovenunent  for 
not  bringing  it  in  earlier  in  the  session,  I 
would  remnid  the  hon.  Gentlemen  that 
the    later    it    is   bmught    i\\    the   more 


men  from  Ireland  who  have  spoken 
strongly  in  favour  of  it.  The  Bill  is  not 
a  large  measure,  Imt  it  is  an  important 
one.  1  heheve  all  classes  in  Ireland  desire 
that  that  Bill  should  be  ptissed  except  the 
hon.  Meml>er  for  Mayo. 

Mr.  DILLON:  What  I  said  w^as  that 
the  Bill  was  exceedingly  defective,  and 
that  it  wouhl  require  very  full  fliseussion. 
I  further  said  that  I  would  rather  see  a 
ffood  Bill  pussed  next  year  than  a  bad  Bill 
this  year. 

Mr.  a.  J,   BALFOUK :  Whether  the 


Bill  can   be   improved  or   not  I  will  not  I  possible  is  it  to  foresee  the   works  which 


anticipate.  I  am  sorry  the  hon.  Member 
takes  the  \iew  he  do<?s,  and  I  am  sure  that 
only  a  small  section  of  House  share  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  opinion. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  All  I  mk  is  reasonable 
time  for  the  discussion  of  the  Bill, 

I^Ir.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  We  may  differ 
as  to  what  reasonable  time  is.  The  right 
hon.    Gentleman  the  Member  for  South 


will  have  to  he  carried  out  under  the 
Act  when  the  Bill  becomes  law.  I  da  not 
think  I  need  s{*y  anything  more.  We 
have  been  told  that  there  is  not  time  to 
pass  the  Bills  on  the  Paper,  and  we  have 
been  also  pressetl  to  bring  in  and  pass  a 
great  many  more  Bills  ;  biit  these  two 
criticisms  ai*e  mutually  contradictory.  It 
is  im|x>ssjble,  at  the  present  stage  of  the 
session,  to  foresee  what  amount  of  busi- 
ness we  shall  get  through.     But,  in  spite 


Aberdeen  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  j  of  the  threat  or  the  gloomy  prophecy  of 
Meml>er  for  the  Rushclifte  Division  of  I  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  uppisite^  I  dope 
Nottinghamshire  asked  me  a  supplemen-  \  the  House  w  ill  continue  the  discussion  of 
tal  question  to  that  put  to  me  from  this  side  I  the  Bills  (or  the  remainder  of  the  session 
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in   the   same    business  like   way   it   has 
shown  hitherto. 

Mr.     swift     MacNEILL:     What 

about  the  Company  Promoters'  Bill  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  That  is  one 
of  the  Bills  that  Ian  urged  to  introduce 
by  the  very  Gentlem  m  whose  friends  tell 
nie  that  I  ci.nnot  pass  the  Bills  already 
on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL:  It  is  in 
the  Lords  ;  why  don't  you  bring  it  down 
here  1 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  We  are  now 
discussing  the  business  of  the  Con*mons, 
and  we  have  neither  the  right  nor  the 
title  to  go  beyond  that.  My  hon.  friend 
and  colleague  in  the  representation  of 
Manchester  asked  me  whether  we  could 
find  time  for  discussing  the  Committee  on 
Municipal  Tniding.  1  cannot  promise  to 
find  time  for  that. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
What  about  Private  Members'  Bills  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  It  is  far  too 
early  to  consider  whether  the  Government 
could  conceiva])ly  take  under  their  pro- 
tection any  Piivate  Membei-s'Bills,  and  cer- 
tainly I  cannot  be  ])eti*ayed  into  expressing 
any  view  on  that  subject.  Indeed  I  have 
not  any  view  upon  it  :  and  if  I  had  I  should 
be  much  too  wise  to  express  it  at  the 
present  stage  of  the  session. 

Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire) :  What 
does  the  right  hon.  Gentlemiui  say  about 
the  Factoiies  Bill  ? 


1  year,  or  in  some  sulwequent  sassier,  than 
I  a  deficient  and  incomplete  measure  thi* 
1  session.      I  will  consult   my  right   hon. 
i  friend  the  Home  Secretary  on  that  qucs- 
i  tion  ;  but  I  may  say,  in  the   meantime, 
that  I  understooil  f i-om  him  that^  useful  as 
a  Bill  dealing  with  dangerous  trades  would 
be,  a  good  deal  has  l)een  done  since  last 
year  in  framing   i-ules    governing   these 
dangerous  ti-ades,  and  that  the  necessity 
of  introducing  a  measure  is  not  nearly  so 
pressing  as  it  was  when  we  had  »  dis- 
cussion on  the  subject  last  July.      Bat  I 
will   consult   with   my  right  hon.  friend 
whether,  after    the  observations  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  anything  would  be 
gained  by  introducing  a  Bill  this  session. 

Mr.  galloway  :  As  the  Notice  of 
Motion  for  the  Select  Committee  on 
Municipal  Trading  is  put  down  every  day, 
will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  undertake 
not  to  take  it  without  giving  us  notice 
when  he  will  take  it  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  It  seems  to  me 

that  that  is  one  of  those  resolutions  which 

,  the  Goveniment  are  surely  justified  in 

I  taking  at  any  opportunity  they  have.    It 

!  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  inquiry 

,  is  blocked  in  any  part  of  the  House;  but  I 

do  not  think  that,  in  submitting  to  «ich 

an  inconvenience,  I  am  called  upon  to  give 

a  day's  notice  of  the  time  at  which  the 

discussion  will  l)e  brought  on. 

Mr.   WALLACE    (Perth):    Can    the 
right   hon.   Gentleman  tell  us  when  the 
'  Clerical  Tithes  Bill  will  come  on  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  think  I  bad 

'  better  not  say  anything  about  that. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  right ! 
hon.  Biironet  the  member  for  the  Forest  ; 
of  Dean  says  he  would  rather  see  a  largo  I 
and   complete  measure  introduced    next  i 


Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :  Ayes,  250 
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Noes, 


Acland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Ainl,  John 

Anson,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Atkinson,  lU.  Hon.  .John 
Rajjot,  ('apt.  J.  FitzHoy 
Hailey,  James  (Walworth) 
iiaillie,  J.  K.  B.  (Invernesn) 
Haird,  John  (leorge  A. 
lialcan-es.  Lord 
Balfour,  l{t.  Hon.  A.  J. (Man.) 
Balfour,  Kt.Hon.(;.W.(Leeds) 
l^nbury,  Frederick  (George 
ii»4rne8,"Fre<leric  (Jorell 


AYES. 

Barry,  Kt.Hn.A.H.S.(HuntH) 
JiarMey,  ( Jeorge  C.  T. 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunket 
Bathurst.  Hon.  Allen  Benjamin 
BeachJU.Hn.SirM.H. (Bristol 
Beach,  W.  W.  B.  (Hants.) 
Beckett,  Kmest  William 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Jieresford,  liOrd  Charles 
Itethell,  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Biddulph,  Michael 
Blakiston-Hou.sU  n,  John 


Blnndell,  Colonel  Henrr 
Bolitho.  Tliomas  Bedford  . 
Bond,  Ed  ^ard 
lk)nH«  r,  U  anry  Coaido  Orme 
Bosri  we  1,  Arthur  Griffith- 
]k>u1r  oi^,  Edmund 
lk)usfield,  WiUiAm  Robert 
lk)wlesT.GLbM>n  (Kiag'sLyns 
Brodrick,  RtHon.  St  JoliB 
Brookfield,  A.  Montague 
Brown,  Alexender  H. 
Burdett-ContU,  W. 
Hutcher,  John  George 


livdnrsi  of 

CJamplwil,  KfcHn-JA.((ila;ei^ow) 
■*CavendHh,  H.  V-  (N\  Laiiic^.) 
<-*ayzer,  8ir  Chsj-les  Willittm 
Cecil,  Lord  H.  (Greenwicli) 
HJhaVooer,  Captam  U.  ii.  \\, 
'Chambertaiiit  RtHonJ  (llirni  i 
'i'hamberiftin,  J.  A,  ( WorcV) 

Chaplin^  Rt.  Hem.   Henry 
'  Charrington,  Spem^er 

Chelsea,  ViscouDt 
'Clarke,  Sir  Edw.  iPlvn40iitli) 

Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  A»  E. 
'Coi'liitK  DoiiglaM  Htirry 

Cohen,  HeDJaisin  Louis 
't.'ollin^,  Hi.  H«tn-  -le^^se 

Colston,  rha*.  E.  H.   A  thole 
*C<iniptoii,  Lord  Alwyiie 
*Cook,  F-red,  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
*CorboLU  -^  C.  (Glasgow) 
<k>iirt«ey,Rt.  Hon.  Leonard  U 
^ranbome,  Viscount 

'Crippa^  Charles  Alfred 
<'ruudas,  William  Donaldson 

Curzon,  V isocount 

BalWiaft,  CoJi>nQl  Philip  ffngh 
Darkeith.  Earl  t>f 
TpHilryinple,  Sir  Gharlesf 
navies,  Sir  IL  D,  (Chatham) 
Denny,  t/olQuel 
DickftOD-Tc^^nder,  Sir^,  P. 
04g%,  Jolm  K  D,  Win;:lield- 
Donjirlas,  Kt.  Hon,  A,  Akep«- 
Dooglasi4\*nimnt,  Hon.  £.  ^. 
Doxford,  Williaiii  Theodore 
Dra^e,  Geolfrey 
^  Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 

Egerton,  Hon,  A.  de  Tatton 

FardeU,  Sir  T  <?eorge 
FcUowes,  Hon,  Ailwyn  Kdw. 
Fer;,:us8ori, H t  H n  .sirJ tManc'r) 
Pinch,  (itiorgf3  H. 
.Pin lay.  Sir  Kobert  liannatyne 
Firbank,  .Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hay  en 
F"itz(  ierald.  Sir  HohL  Penrose^ 
FitzWygrauTt  *  ieneral  Sir  F. 
Flanncry,  Sir  I'ortescue 
Fletcher.  Bir  Henry 
F'lower,  Krne*<t 
Fry,  Lewis 

•Calloway,  William  Johoaon 
'Garht,  VVilliani 
<iibb8,  Hon,Vittary{Bt  AlbaoB) 
Ciiles,  Charles  Tyirell 
Oilliat,  John  Saundera 
4vor9t,  Ht.  Hon.  Sir  .John  E. 
<kiac1iea,Kt.Hn.(;.J4St<ieo/B) 
'i^Oflchen,  George  J,  (Snasex) 
»Gourley,^?irEiiwarilTera{>erley 
■Ifrahani.  Henry  Robert 
G  ray,  E  rae«*  t  ( Wes  1 1 1  am ) 
•Green,  W.  IK  (Wedneshury) 
(ireene,  H.  D.  (Slirewabury) 
•Greene,  W,  liiiymond,(<  'ihhIjs.) 
•GrevilVe,  Hon.Hoiialtl 
•Ganter,  i'olonel 

Hamilton,  Ut.  Mon.  Lord  (ieo. 
Hanbary,  Ht.  Hon.  Ko)»ert  A>  . 
flan'K)n,  Sir  Keinnald 
Har0»  Thomas  Leigh 
"  1  fiat h,  James 


(ID  Jlne  18iJlJ)  tht  llmiM, 

Heaton,  John  Henniker  , 

Henderson.  Alexander  | 

Hermon-Hodge,  R.  Trotter 
Hoare,  E.  Rro*lie  (Hanisteadf 
Hoare,  Samuel  (Norwicli) 
Hobhouse,  Henr^ 
Holland,  Hon,  Lionel  RjlJovv) 
Houldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Howar^l,  Josepli 
Hou'tilh  William  Tudor 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Hozier,  Hn. James  rienryi'ecil  1 
Hubbard.  Hon.  Evelyn 
I  Hmton,  John(York8,  N.K.) 

'  Jebb,  Jiichard  Claverhouse 
JeftVeyK,  Arthur  Fre^leriek 
JesHeh<  'aptain  litrbertMerton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfaat) 
Johnstone,  Hey  wood  (Sussex  ) 
JollilTo,  Hon.  H.  (ieorge 

Kennaway,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  U. 
Kimber,  Henry 

Tjaurie,  Lieut.-* it nerul 
'  Law  ren (xs S i r E,  D u rn ing-  ( Coiti 

Law  son,  John  Grant  (Vorks.j 
\  Lea,  SirThomaHTiOndonderry) 
I  Leeky,IU.Hon.  William  E.  H, 
I  Lee»,  Sir  Elliott  (ISirkenhea*!) 
'  Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  (nrrie 

L^ighton,  Stanley 

Llewelyn,  Sir  D.-  (SwanBea 

LockwotKj,  Lt.'<'ol  A    R. 

J.odei,  Gerald  Walter  Ivrskine 

Long,  Col    C  \\\  (Everciham 

Lopea,  Henry  Yante  Bullcr 

Lome,  Mar<piess  of 

Lowe,  Francis*  William 

Lubl»ock,  Ht.  Hon.  Sir  .John 
I  LucasSha^lwtll.  William 
'  Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
I  Lyttleton,  Hon.  Alfre<l 

Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 

Macdona,  Jolm  Cnmming 

APArthur,  Charles  (IJv'rpooli 

M*Calmont,Cul  .Jj.Anirim,E  ) 

M' f  ver.Sir  L   i  Edinbur^^h,  W. ) 

Malcaho,  Ian 
'  Manners,  Lonl  Ed  wan  I  W.  J.  | 

Maple,  Sir  John  Hlundell  ' 

Markn,  Henrv  Hananel 
,  Mitrtin.  Uicliard  Biddulph 

Maxwell,  Ht,  Hon.  Sir  H.  E.    , 

Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 

Melville,  Jkn^foni  X'alentine 

Meysey-Thonipstm,  Sir  H.  ^L 

>Hddlemore,  .J,  Throgmorton 

Mill*ank,  Sir  Fowlett  Cbas.  J. 

Mild  may,  Francis  IJingham  ; 
j  Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George  1 
I  MiUvard,  f'olonel  Victor 

Monk,  Charles  James  | 

Montagu,  Hn.  J.  S.  (Hants) 
I  Moon,  Edward  Holiert  Pacy     ! 

Moore,  Arthur  (London<ierry) 

More,  Kol»t.  .1  a**per(  Shrophire) 

>  I  *  *rgan ,  H  r*.  Fr  eti ,  ( M  onm'  the. ) 

Morrison,  Walter 

Mort4:«n,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 

M«mnt.  William  lieorge 
I  Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  \\.  (Bute) 

Murray, <  oL  Wyndham (Bath) 
I  Myers,  AViJliani  Henry 
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Nicholson,  William  ( rraliam 
Ni<?ol,  Donald  Ninian 

0*NeiJI,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 

Peaae,  Herk  Pike(1  >arliogton} 
PhilpbottH,  Ciipiain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkmgtou,K.  ( Lanes, Ne-w ton 
Piatt  Higgins,  Fre*Ierick 
Powell,  Sir  Fran<*is  Sharp 
Pretyiuan,  Ernef*t  (ieorge 
Pries^tley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Kdin.) 
I*ryce*Jone8,Lt.  i  ol.  Edward 
Purvis,  Roberfc 
l*ym,  C  Guy 

Rankin,  Sir  James 
ItMNcii,  Major  Frederic  Carne 
Ren?^haw,  Chai  les  Bine 
Rentoul,  Jamea  Alexander 
Ridley,Rt.Hn.SirMatthe\v  W 
Rit<  hie,  R 1. 1  \  a,  Cha.*f. ThouiFior 
Kobert^oUt  Herbert,  (Hackney 
Rotlischild,  Hon.  Lionel  Wallet 
liound,  Jaruea 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
R  u*iHel  1 ,  G  en .  F .  S .  ( C  hel  te n'  m 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone]    . , 
RutberJford,  John 

Samuel,  H«  S.  (Li  me  house) 
Saafcon,  Sir  Edward  Allwjrt 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Simeon.  Sir  Barrington 
Smith,  Ja-s,  Parker  (Lanirks) 
Spfncer,  Erne&t 
Stanley,  Hon.  A.  (Onnr^kirk) 
Stanley,  toward  J.(Sonaer6et; 
SiHnley,  Lord  (Lams.) 
Stirling'Maxwt'.n,  Sir  John  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  iienjamin 
Strauss,  Artliur 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphrey  N. 

Thorburn,  Waltor 
Thornton,  Peity  M. 
Tollemache,  Henr^^Janie* 
To  J  o  I  i  nson ,  W  m ,  l\d  w ,  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 

CsWrne,  Thomas 

Valentia,  Viscount 

\  eiTiey,  Hon.  Rich  an  1  Km- 

Vincent,  Col.  SirC.  E.  Howard 

Ward,  iron.  H.  A,  (Crewe) 
Warr.  Augustus  Fredrnek 
Webster,  RJi.  (St.  Pancra.^) 
Wbiieley,  (ieorge  (Stockport) 
Whitniore,  Charlea  Algernon 
Williams,  J.  I'owell-  (Hirm.) 
Wilson,  J.  W.  (Worcester,  NO 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (VorksO 
Wodebuiise,  Hi.  H n.  E.  H  ( Bath  \ 
Wolir,  t;iiHtav  Wilbelm 
Wocnlail,  William 
AVortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C^B.  Stuart- 
Wyndham,  Gexirge 
Wyndbam  i^lin,  Major  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  MarmaduLe  U'Arcy 

^'oung,  Commander( Herkft.E* ) 

Tellers   j-or  the    Ayes— 

Sir  William  Walrond  and 

Mr.  Anstruther. 
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Allan,  William  ((iates^head) 
AlliHon,  Roliert  Andrew 
Ambrose,  iiobert 
Anstin,  M.  , 

liarlow.  John  Eminott  \ 

Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B     ■ 
BitlHon,  Alfred 
Blake,  Edwanl 
Bninner,  Sir  John  ToniUnson 
Caldwell,  .fames 
Cameron,SirCharIe8((Tla5tgow 
Carew,  JanifH  Jjaurentre 
Car\ell,  Patrick  (;.  Hamilton 
Causton,  Uichard  Knight 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Clianning,  Franm  AllHton        ' 
Clark. Dr.  (t.  B  (Caithue«8-sh.) 
Clough,  Walter  Owen  ; 

Commins,  Andrew 
Crombie,  John  William  ' 

Gurran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Dalziel,  James  Henry  ! 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles      , 
Dillon,  John  | 

Donelan,  Captain  A.  I 

Dooffan,  P.  C.  I 

Duckworth,  James  j 

Dunn,  Sir  William  ' 

Evan?,  SamuelT.  ((Jlamorgan)  \ 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (South'ton)    ■ 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.)  ; 
Fenwick,  Charles  ; 

'  Pltzmaurice,  liord  Edmond       i 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derl)y  Co.)  ' 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 
Gibney,  James 

(roddard,  Daniel  Ford  ! 

Gold,  Charles 
(iurdon,  Sir  William  B. 


Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Hayne,  ki.  Hon.  C.  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Healy,  Thomas  J.  (Wexford) 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  C.  H. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  H. 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
•Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Johnson- Fen<U8on,  J  abezEdw. 
tfoicey,  Sir  James 
tfordan,  Jeremiah 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kinlocli,  Sir  J.  («eorge  Smyth 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Labouchere,  Henry 
Langley,  Batty 
Leese,Sir J<  isepliF.  ( Accrington 
Len^,  Sir  John 
Lewis,  .John  Herbert 
Lloyd -George,  Dantl 
Lough,  Thomas 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
MacNeill.JohnGordonSwift 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'lihee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M*Leod,  John 

Mappin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe 
Mendl,  Si^smund  Ferdinand 
Montagu.Sir  S.  (Whitechai>el)  | 
Morgan,*!  Iiloyil( Carmarthen)  , 
Morgan,  W  P.  (Meithyr) 
Morton, Ed w  J. (/.(Devon port)   ' 
Moulton,  .John  Fle^^chpr  I 

Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  Will  am  ! 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork)  : 
O'Connor, J ames( Wicklow, W.  ! 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool)  I 
Old rovd,  Mark 

O'Malley.  William  ! 

Pal  mer,SirCharlesM.(  Durham  1 


I^ult(  n,  James  Mellor 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Pinkerton.  John 
Power.  Patrick  Joseph 
Priestley.  Briggs  (Ynrks.) 
ProTand,Andrew  Diybondi 
Richardson.  J.  (DurhaiD»S.E.^ 
Rol«rt8,  J.  H.  (DenbighB.) 
"obertson.  Fdm.  (Dnndee) 
R>b8on,  W;  liani  ■  no  vdoa 
Samuel, J.  (Stocktou-onT«eB> 
Shaw,  Charles  £.  (Stafford) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  R) 
Sinclair,  Capt  J.  (Forfarrii.> 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spicpr,  Albert 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Stendman,  William  rharlei 
Stpvenson,  Francis  F. 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Wealmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Don^.  W.> 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Abel  (Camiarthen,E> 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Ure,  Alexaniler 

Wallace,  Robetr 
Walton.  J.  Lawpon,  (Le6d^8.> 
Warner  Thou.  Conrtenay  T. 
Wedderbnm,  Sir  WUliam 
Weir.  James  Galloway 
WhitUker,  Thomas  Palmar 
Williams,  JohnCarven(Nonf.> 
Wills,  Sir  William  Henry 
Wilson,  H.  J.  (York,  W.  R.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Trllbrs  for  thfNoks— Mr. 

Scott     and     Mr.    HaraM 

Reokitt. 


PRIVATE    LEGISLATION    PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Considei-ccl  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  2 : — 

Amendment  again  proposed — 

"  In  |Miji:e  2,  line  2,  aft«r  the  wonl  *  ( .'ommons ' 
t>  insert  the  words  'and  two  Meml>ers  of  each 
House  of  Parliament  ap{)oint€Kl  at  the  begin- 
ning of  each  He^4.sioIl  in  manner  provided  by 
Standing  Orders  shall  be  a  Standing  Committee 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament."— (Z>r. 
Clark.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  their  inserted." 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  Buteshire) :  As  hon.  Meml>er8 
are  aware,  we  have  l)een  considering  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Meml)er  for  Caithness.  The  ol)jeft  of 
that  Amendment  and  the  desire   of   its 


mover  is  that  there  should  bo  proper  eon- 
trol.      That  wish    is    reflocted  by  hoo. 
Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  and 
;  I  feel   very  strongly  the  advisability  of 
\  having  other  persons  added  to  the  ptneL 
Under  the  scheme  of  the  Bill  as  at  present 
'  drafted  there  is  certain  control  orer  this 
;  matter ;  but  what  we  propose  to  do  is  to 
alter  our  Bill  in  the  sense  that  in  every 
;  case  it  will  bo  necessary  to  brin^  tho 
:  matter  before  this  House  so  that  it  will 
,  always  l>e  possible  for  this  House  to  con- 
sider any  Bill  and  amend  it,  whether  it 
I  had  been  opposed  in  a  former  stage  it 
the  local  inquiry  or  not.     The  exact  fom 
I  of  the  alteration  has  not  yet  been  deckkd 
upon,  but  we  think  it  might  vet}'  coo- 
veniently    arise    upon    an    AmendoeBt 
.  which  is  down  on  the  Paper  in  the  naiA» 
'  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lanaric  in 
Clause  7,  page  5,  and  line  9.    The  eon- 
trol  which  he  sug^ts  in  that  Amendment 
I   can    assure    the  Committee  we  shiU 
accept ;  Init  there  must  be  some  alteration 
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in  the  words,  and  under  all  tho  circum- 
stances 1  hope  tho  hon.  Member  will  not 
press  his  AmeiKlmont. 

Sm    IL   CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs):  I  did  not   hear  a  part 
of  tho  right  hou,  CTentlcmarrst5xplHuatiuu8 
and  ohjectious  ^Jtit  I  thiuk  I  sukstaritially 
know  what  they  amount  U\  and  I  recog- 
niae  that  thi.s  involves  a  couHiderable  con- 
cession to  the  siiiws  expressed  by  those 
who  sit  both  tipon  this  .side  of  the  House 
and   the  other   side.     I    aho  uurlerstand 
that  in  this  and  in  other  respects  the  right 
bon,   Gent  it' man    is    re^wly  to    meet    the 
views  put  forwanl     I  nnderstaud  that  the 
right  hou.  neutleman   is  willing  to    make 
eoiJbiilenible  alterations  to  meet  the  ideas 
of  the  vestries,  and  I   think  that  will   be 
Itiost  palatable  to  th*>  Scottish  people  as  a 
wholo.     On  these  grounds  I  do  not  think 
it  would  lie  well  for  my  hon.  friend,  with 
hom   I  entirely  sympathise,  and  whoso 
Amendments  I  have  supported,  to  press 
is  Amendment  at  this  stage.     1  may  say 
hat  I  have  more  than  once  expressed  an 
»pinion    that  the    right   hoiL   Gentleman 
he  Lord  Advocate  could  carry  through  a 
11  for  this  ptir|>ose   if  anyone   on    this 
f earth  eoulfb  ^md   I   reeogniso  in   the  cou- 
^ciliatory  manner  which    he  has   a4loptcfl 
tfrom  first   to   hist   the  fulfilment  of  my 
prediction  of  his  success.     I  hope  it  will 
be  undei-atofsl  that  wo  are  not  foregoing 
any  of  our  rights   Ut  criticise  when    we 
think   necessary   any    points    that    may 
IGODie  before  us  ;  but  on  the  main  principle 
of  this  pirt  of  the  scheme  of  the  Bill  I 
^hink  we  have  had  such  concessions  given 
O  us  as  to  justify  us  in   withdrawing  the 
Amendment  now  before  the  House. 

I  Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness)  :  Under  the 
fcrcumstanexis,  I  shall  he  prefjared  tr)  with- 
^^hr  the  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdmwn, 

'    Mr,    CRIPPS    (Oiouccstcr»     Stroud) : 

the  Amendment  which  I  beg  to  prTiptJse 

b  put  dowTi  with  a  desire  to  make   the 

Bill  a  practical  and  go^si  one.     Under  the 

Bill  as  it  stands   at    present    there    is   a 

Itatutory    obhgation    phiced     upon     the 

Chainnan  of  Committees  of  the  House  of 

Lonis,    and   the  Chaimian  of  Ways  and 

Mejins  in  the  House  of  Conmions,  which 

lU   quite  outside  Parliamentary'  practice. 

U    theref(*rG    propose   as    an  Amendmeut 

phat  there  should  not  l)e  an  obligation  of 


a  statutory  character  which  mighf  bo 
!  enforcefl  by  inattdamu;^,  but  that  in  the 
I  exercise  of  their  discretion  under  this  Bill 
the  Chairmen  shouhl  be  subject  in  tlie 
ordinary  way  Ui  tho  ndes  of  the  House^ 
and  not  to  any  outside  trihunal.  I  hupe 
the  Lord  Advocate  will  accept  the  Amenci- 
ment,  tt^ cognising,  as  I  tnist  he  will,  that 
it  will  put  the  Bill  in  better  fonn  an<F 
make  it  more  in  accordance  with  con- 
B titutional  proc ed ent . 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  t*a»te  2,  line  3,  to  leave  out  from  *  slialT 
ii}  eiiil  of  cliiUHP,  imil  insert  *  if  the  two 
HoiiHe>»  of  ParliaMient  tliiiik  fit  so  to  onler 
preH<^ril>e  all  iiisitters  of  (iraotiee  anil  j>ro- 
cmlnre  which  will  i«nal>l«  them  tti  tiike  into  ' 
(-■<jn><i<lerHtion  tlio  dndl  Onler.  and  to  rejH^rt 
thereon  to  the  Secretary  for  Seetlaiul ,  *' — 
I  {Mr.  Cripj)s.) 

i      Question    proposed,  **That   the   worris 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  • 
'  clause." 

f      Mr.  a.  CI.    MURRAY:    \   am    rpiite 

willing  to  meet    my  hon.    and    learned 

friend  in  this  matter,  by  leaving  out  from 

the  wonf  **8hair*  down  to  "the  Secretary 

for   Scotland,"    in    order    to    inseil   the 

words  he  proposes.     This,  however,  vdW 

I  rvecessitatc  a    small    Amendment  in  the 

I  next  line,  and  I  therefore  propose  in  line 

'  IL  as  consequential  to  this  Amendment, 

to  insert  aft^r  the  first  won!  "of"  **the 

ChaiTTuan  report  and/*     That  makes  the 

I  Amendment  perfectly  consistent,  atiil  at 

the  same  time  gives   effect  to  what  Hie 

\  hon.  Member  wishes, 

*Mr.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Nottingham, 
Rushcliffe) :  I  think  anyone  who  is 
interested  in  constitutional  procetiure 
— and  who  ought  not  U>  be  1— will 
feel  obliged  to  the  hon.  Meral»er  for 
bringing  this  Amendment  forward,  and 
we  are  pleased  to  acknowledge  the 
attitude  of  the  Lonl  Advocate  with  reganl 
to  this  matter. 

Mil  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dim- 
dee)  :  f  thiuk  this  Amendment  would  cut 
out  an  Amendment  which  stands  in  my 
name.  I  ought  to  say  that  I  put  down 
that  Amendment,  not  with  a  view  of 
pressing  it  to  a  Division,  but  really  to  • 
understand  what  the  nature  of  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Lord  Advi>c*vte  is.  The 
clause  appHsars  to  involve  two  lines  of 
procedure,  and  I  desire  to  know  what  tha 
intention  of  the  Government  is. 
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Mr.  a.  (I  MURRAY  :  The  genesis  of , 
the  proviso  of  the  clause  is  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Select  Committee  last  year.  ■ 
The  proviso  is  put  in  so  that  if  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  does  know  where 
the  scheme  is  opix)sed  he  should  haiid  on 
his  knowledge  to  the  Chairman.  That  is 
the  whole  meaning  of  it. 


Amendment,  l)y  leave,  withdrawn. 


the 


The    Amendment    suggested    by 
Lord  Advocate  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.   MOULTON  (Cornwall,  Launces- ! 
ton):    The   Amendment   that    T  propose 
must,   I  think,   })e  admitted  by  all  who 
:have  considered  this   Bill  to  be  a  reason- 
able one.     It  is  to  omit  the  words  "  or  ' 
mainly  "  in  the  passage  *'  if  it  appeal's  .  .  • .  ' 
that  the  provisions  or  some  provisions  of 
the  draft  Order  do  not  relate  wholly  or  , 
mainly    to     Scotland."     The     eflect    of 
the     Amendment     is     to     restrict     the  \ 
operation      of      this      Act      to     Scotch  i 
business.      The      last     clause      of      the 
Bill    says    that     this     Bill    shall    apply 
to  Scotland  only.     It  is  not  u\\\y  calUn:!  ' 
the  l*rivatc  Legislation  Procedure  (Scot- 
land) Bill,  ]»ut  the  temis  of  the  Bill  itself 
apply  only  to  Scotland.     Now,  so  long  as  i 
the  words  "  or  mainly  "  appear,  there  is 
no  Bill  relating  to  England  which  might 
not  come  within  its  provisions,  provided 
it  Relates  also  to  Scotland,  even  though 
the  opinion  of  the  Chainnen  is  that  it 
applies  mort?  to  Scotland  than  to  England. 
It    seems    tv>   me   <iuite    foreign   to   the 
intention  of  the  Bill  that  such  should  be 
the  effect,  l)ut  as  it  is  at  present  di-afted 
so  it  stJinds.      I  want  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Connnittee  to  what  the  effect  will 
be  if  the  words  "or  mainly  "  are  allowed 
to  remain.     In  the  first  ])lace,  if  a  Private 
Bill    relat(^s   in  any   way  to  Scotland   it 
must   be   brought  into  the   provisions  of 
this    Bill.     The  conse<|uence  is  that,   no 
matter  how  nuich  a  Bill  relates  to  Eng- 
land, still  it  must  come  under  the  Scotch 
Procedure  Bill  if  in  any  part  it  touches 
Scotch  interests.     That,  of  course,  would 
be    grossly   unfair   to    the   j)redominant 
partner,   and    I    cannot   understand  why 
the  Oovernment   have  depiU'ted  from  the 
plain  language  in  wliirh  former  Bills,  if  I 
rememb<?r  rightly,   were  couched,  *  which 
limited  the  jMiwrV  to  Private   Bills  which 
related  solely  to  Scotland. 

Amendment  proposed - 

*'  In  i^i;re  '2,  line  13,  to  IcJiveout  •  or  mainly.'  " 
-(Mr.  Moultun.) 


Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
*  or  mainly '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  a.  G.  MURRAY :  I  really  think 
that  there  is  no  such  danger  as  the  hon. 
Meml^er  seems  to  foresee.  The  retention 
of  the  words  is  simply  to  provide  for  such 
undertakings  as  may  extend  a  few  yards 
over  the  border.  Surely  the  hoa 
MemlKjr  might  }>e  content  to  trust  the 
Chairmen  in  such  a  matter,  for  they 
would  never  l>e  likely  to  give  a  wrong 
decision  in  regard  to  it.  After  the  con- 
cessions which  I  have  already  made  to- 
day, I  hope  the  Committee  will  support 
me  in  opposing  this  Amendment,  because 
1  think  it  would  be  a  pity  to  insert  Jhese 
words. 

Amendment  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  jMige  2,  line  13,  after  *  Scotland/  to  in- 
'  sort  ^  or  do  not  raise  any  tinestion  of  policy  or 
l)rin<Mple  not  previously  determined  by  Parlii- 
nient. "—(Z>r.  Clark.) 
I 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

!  Mr.  a.  G.  MURRAY :  I  shall  be  mritc 
happy  to  accept  the  hon.  Member's 
Amendment  in  the  form  adopted  in  the 
1892  Bill.  I  therefore  beg  to  move  to 
insert  the  words — 

''Or  raise  any  full. iiuestion  of  |)olicy  or 
principle**." 

,  The  clause  will  then  read — 

"If  it  api>eared  from  such  rejtort  i\aX the 
provifsions,  or  some  of  tlie  provuuons  of  the 
dnift  ( >rder  do  not  relate  wholly  or  mainly  to 
Scotland,  or  are  of  hucIi  a  eharacter  or  msgni' 
tude,  or  raise  any  such  que8tion  of  policy  or 
nrininple,  that  they  ought  to  be  dealt  with  \il 
rrivato  Hill,  and  not  by  i'rovisional  Order." 

Amendment  by  leave,  withdravm. 

The  Amendment  suggested  by  the 
Lonl  Advocate  put  and  agreed  ta 

Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH  (Lanark,  Partick):! 
should  like  to  ask  what  the  Lord  Advocitt 
])r(>poses  to  do  with  his  Amendment  •■ 
to  measures  effecting  a  change  in  the 
general  law.  We  have  now  gd  * 
tribunal  that  will  consider  certain  Bill» 
for  carrying  out  works,  but  it  is  * 
different  matter  when  wc  have  proposw 
fur  dealing  with  the  liberty  of  the  subject, 
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^  tid  it  18  necessary  to  keep  these  pm- 

rsals  under  the  conttxjl  of  Parliament, 
be^  ihtjrefore  to  move  the  Ameiicinient 
fitanaing  in  my  name. 


\ 


Amendment  proposed— 

'*  lnT»age2,  line  13,  after  'Srotbind/  ta  insert, 
»r  oftect  li  diange  in  the  gijnenil  iaw.'"^ 
tfr.  J,  1\  Smith,) 

Question  proposed,  **That  those  words  | 
there  mserted/' 


Mr,    CRIPP8  :  I  think  the  words  of 

AmendnR'nt  which   appears   further 

rn  in  the  Paper,  are   very   much  the 

^me  as  those  in  the  Amendment  of  the 

hon»  Member,  liut  slightly   more  definite 

in  fonn.     The  words  which  I  propoawj  to  , 

euhmit  are  to  insert  after  '*  Scotland/'  **  or 

deviate   from,    or   are  repugnant  to   the  i 

^ener*il   law."     What  the  Lord  Advocate 

proposes*    iH  that  we  should   have   mxvxe 

|Control,  in  the  form  of  a  confii-mation  Bill 

br  8ome  other  form.     But  that  is  not  the 

^me  contml  as  sending  a  Bill  to  a  special 

O^Dimittee,  the  Police  atid  Sanitary  Com- 

uuttee,  an<l  getting  a  special  re[>oi-t  from 

that    C<immittee.     1    do   not  think  it  ii^ 

necessary  to  ar^ue  that  we  ought  to  keep 

this  legislative  jK)wer  sufficiently  under 

our  own  contn>l,  and  the  words  which   I 

prop<^e  are  intendtwl  to  retfiin  that  |njwer 

in  cases  of  real  impoitance, 

i   Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid) : 
T^Iay  I  point  out  to  the  Lurd  Advocate  I 
that     the     effect    of    these    Amcndmetits 
would  he  tf>  hamjier  the  wh*4e  purpose  of 
the   Bill,   hecanse  u  hetr  you   intrmhice  a 
Bill   into  this  House   it   ineann   in  many 
ca^8  aji  alteration   of  the  general    law. 
You  could  nevei'  bring  in  a  Hill  for  the  i 
Corporation   of    Giasg<iW,    for    instance,  ! 
^vithout  some   little    ann^ndment  of   the  ; 
general  kw,  and  I  caiujot  conceive  f>f  any 
procedure  under  this  Bill    which   woidd 
not  make  some  8uch  change. 

Mk.  STUAltT-WOHTLEY  (ShefBeld,  ' 
llidlam) :  If  I  understand  the  wonis  of 
the  Lonl  Advricate,  they  are  Ufit  Hmiterl  , 
to  the  new  cases,  but  are  ho  wide  as  to 
•cover  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
l)er,  I  confess  I  am  a  little  afraid  to  put 
in  wortk  which  might,  by  including  one 
of  cases,  exehnle  another.  If  we 
1  the  Loi"d  All VI icates  wonts,  we  shall 
Jm'.  able  to  designate  the  class  of  cases 
xeferred   to   Uy  simply   passing   in    each 


I  session  a  Sessional  Order  similar  to  that 
,  by  which  we  now  refer  such  cajses  to  the 
Police  and  Sanitary  Committee. 

I  Mr,  A.  0.  MUBHAV:  The  hon. 
Member  for  Sheffield  has  so  well  stated 
the  case  that  I  have  really  nothing  toa<ld. 

Question  put,  and  negsitiveil. 


Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  *i,  line  13,  after  '  Bc<JtlamI,'  to 
insert,  '  or  wlni:lj  raise  any  such  que^tttm  of 
poliey  or  prineiple.'  ■' — {Thr,  Lord  Advocate.) 

Question,  *' That  those  words  be  there 
inscjted,"'  put  and  agreed  to, 

Amendment  proposed^ 

*'  In  pajj^e  2,  line  22,  U>  leave  out  '  that 
notices  jtiilirHlied  and  served  Kn*V  ^' —{Captaiti 
Sinclair. ) 

Question  proposed,  *'That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  pirt  of  the 
clause." 

Mu.  A.  <;.  MURRAY:  I  may  say  at 
once  that  I  propose  to  pass  over  all 
quest!  I  JUS  of  notices  till  the  Report  stage. 
1  think  the  matter  may  be  summansed 
thus.  We  <liscnssed  the  rjuestion  last  timCi 
and  the  f(»eling  ai  the  Conuuittee  was  that 
for  the  Provisional  Onler  system  pure 
and  simple  we  should,  if  possible,  have 
rather  a  less  exf»ensive  mode  of  procedure. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  mattef  has  to 
go  on  as  a  Private  Bill  it  is  qtute  clear 
we  should  have  to  amend  the  Standing 
Orrlers  in  that  sense.  There  are  two 
plans ;  either  you  have  to  have  this 
tiuestiou  doterauned  before  notices  are 
served,  or  you  have  ttj  have  atJ  aiternato 
notice,  ^\'hat  I  feel  is  that  one  would 
be  in  a  much  better  jHJsition  to  give  an 
intelligent  consideratirm  to  the  point 
when  we  have  the  Bill  in  its  final  fonn. 
Therefore  I  projxjse,  with  the  pmiission 
of  the  House,  to  leave  over  this  question 
of  the  notices  until  the  Report  stage. 

Mil.  CRIPPS:  I  think  the  Amend- 
ment which  stands  in  my  Tuame  will  really 
come  within  the  principle  which  the  Lord 
Advocate  has  just  stated,  but  if  he  desires 
it  to  be  left  over  1  do  not  ilesire  to  i>ring 
it  up  at  the  present  time.  What  I  want 
to  pcnnt  out  is  th;it  n(»lhiTjg  in  this  Bill 
ought  to  interfere  with  the  power  of  this 
House  U*  deal  ^\ith  its  owrt  procedine  or 
its  own  Stanrling  Ordem.      My   Amend* 
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ment  was  only  to  ensure  that  that  light  I  proposal  seemed  to  be  of  an  extraordi- 
was  preserved.  With  regani  to  the  inter-  nanly  unconstitutional  character.  The 
communication  of  pi-ocedure,   where  the  '  procedure  under  the  Standing  Ordere  of 

?rocedure  under  this  Bill  or  the  ordinary  ■.  the  House  will  practically  amve  at  the 
^livate  Bill  procedure  is  adopted,  it  seems  '  same  result,  and  if  my  learned  friend  will 
to  me  to  1)0  essential,  if  this  Bill  is  to  Ikj  a  ,  accede  to  that,  and  not  seek  to  put  » 
success,  that  where  the  Chainnan  holds  ;  statutory  disability  upon  this  House,  I 
that  a  particular  procedure  ought  to  l)e  ,  am  quite  content  with  what  he  will  settle. 
l>y  Private  Bill,  and  not  under  the  terms  It  is  most  important  that  you  should  net 
of  this  Act,  the  notices  and  so  on  which  '  allow  the  privileges  of  this  House  to  be 
have  already  been  given  should  not  be  controlled  even  by  Statute.  I  begtomoTt 
thrown  away,  but  should  be  applical)le  to  :  the  omission  of  these  lines, 
procedure  l)y  Private  Bill.  I  may  illus- ! 
trate  the  point  1)V  the  procedure  in  con- ;      Amendment  proposed — 

nection  with  the  LiiAit  Kailwavs  Comniis-  =     ., ,  o  v      ««  *    i  *  < .l. 

1         xu      ^-  * \-         r  ^u  In  paflre  2,  hne  26«  to  leave  out  from  m 

sionere,  where  the  entire  separation  of  the  ,  ^^,^^i .  Miament » to  the  end  of  the  clani*'- 
procedure   has   created   very   great   dim-    (,)/,.,  Cnpps.) 
culty.      I  hope  before  the  Report  stage  ' 

the  Lord  Advocate  will  see  his  way  to  '      Question   proposed,  "  That   the  words 
preserve  the  control  of  this  House  over    proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
this  procedure,  and  also  to  make  sure  that    clause." 
when  the  Chaimian  says  particular  pro- ; 

posals  ought  to  ctmie  before  this  House  '  Siii  CHARLES  CAMERON  (Glastfov, 
all  the  expenditure  up  to  that  date  in  Bridgeton) :  This  appears  to  me  to  be  a 
regard  to  notices  and  matters  of  that  kind  ■  most  important  subject,  and  I  was  rather 
should  not  be  thrown  away,  but  be  able  !  surprised  to  hear  that  the  hon.  Member 
to  be  utilised  in  connection  with  the  other  i  for  Caithness  did  not  propose  to  mof» 
procedure.  his  Amendment.     The  importance  of  the 

'  matter  is  emphasised  by  the  fact  that  yea 

Mr.  a.  G.  MURRAY  :  If  I  were  deal- !  have  Amendments  from  all  quarten  d 
ing  with  this  Amendment  alone,  I  should  .  the  House  to  the  same  effect.  The  hoo- 
be  pei-fectly  happy  to  take  the  hon.  Mem- !  and  learned  Gentleman  who  has  just  spokeo 
ber  s  suggestion,  but  really  I  think  the  '  has  thoroughly  well  explained  the  oonid- 
whole  matter  must  be  considered.  tutional  aspect  of  the  case,  and  I  tw* 

the  House  will  accept  this  Amendment 

Mr.  J.  P.  S.NHTH :   The  Amendment 
standing  in  my  name  deals  with  another :      Dr.    CLARK :    I  did  not  move  nr 
small    point    upon  notices,   which  I    am !  Amendment    because   we  discussed  tie 
content  to  leave  to  the  Lord  Advocate.         point  fully  on  the  first  clause.     The  qwi- 

'  tion  is  whether  it  should  be  conpainif 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn.  j  or  not.     I   think  after  the  Govenunent 

I  have  agreed  that  eveiythine  can  cov» 

Dr.  CLARK  :  This  next  Amendment  ';  before  us,  and  we  can  have  a  Keport  sttp 
is  to  leave  out  the  last  words  of  the  clause,  '  where  it  is  necessary,  and  a  Third  Readni(^ 
but  I  do  not  think  I  will  move  it.  |  we  should  give  way  to  them  on  this  pciiii|» 

i  and  that  is  why  I  did  not  move.    Tlui  ii 

Mr.  CRIPPS  :  As  I  have  a  similar  pix)- 1  merely   raising  the  question  again  in  » 

r>sal  to  this  on  the  Paper,  may  I  say  that '  Iwd  form, 
hope  that  under  no  conditions  will  these  : 
last  three  lines  be  inserted.  Nor  are  they  Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  The  troth  i» 
in  the  least  necessary.  It  is  a  most  im- '  this  Amendment  is  very  nearly  out  of 
portant  proposal  affecting  the  procedure  order,  because  we  have  already  decided, 
of  this  House.  We  deal  with  this  matter  '  although  we  did  not  go  to  a  Divi8ioii,thi^ 
by  Standing  Order.  I  do  not  think  my  when  you  want  anytbingwhich  in  the  old 
right  hon.  friend  can  find  any  instance  days  could  l)e  got  by  Frivate  BlUyW 
where  by  Statute  this  House  disentitles  should  apply  for  a  Provisional  Order.  It 
itself  to  take  into  consideration  any  peti-  is  not  quite  out  of  order,  because  if  the 
tions.  There  is  no  such  case,  as  far  as  I  Amendment  were  carried  the  result  would 
know,  in  constitutional  law,  and  I  have  ])e  that  we  could  do  either.  But  my  hon. 
huntcfl  thi-ough  all  the  books,  because  this  \  and  learned  friend's  argument^  if  carried 

Mi\  Cripps. 
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fiit^  wuultl  cilivion^h^  iiutkc  it  im|K»ss\b1e 
have  a  Bill  to  <Und  with  private  legisla- 

liin  at  fill,  lw?cause  all  private  le^shitiuii 
fnicethire  at  th«  present  Bioniont  is 
necessarily  an  infnngenicTit  of  the  Stjuul- 
ing  Onlei-H   «if    this    House  ;   and   if  his 

Pjsition  is  right  that  you  never  can  hy 
ct  tio  up  the  pu Wei's  of  this  House  In 
re^uxi  to  aiiythihg  whieh  h  «l*^alt  with 
liy  Staihling  OolerHT  It  i^  quite  nlivious 
that  you  can  not  have  au  Act  at  all  to  deal 
vilh  private  legislation  proetMlurev  But 
fcpeally  thiii  clause,  as  it  staTid.s,  doe??  tiot 
iUter  or  interfere  with  the  general  powers 
bf  this  House  with  regard  to  petitioJis. 
H%  simply  carries  out  what  we  have 
Aireaily  detemiined  in  the  *'may"  and 
*'  shall  "  discussion. 


Sm  F.  S.  PO\VI':i.L  (Wigan):  I  do 
lut  like  to  intei-fere  even  with  one  woi'd 
the  coui'se  of  a  Scotch  debate,  hut  I 
onfe^a  1  always  had  a  great  dislike  to  the 
ines  now  before  us.  It  certainly  does  ap- 
ear  to  me  that  they  impair  in  the  most 
ajxjrtant  manner  the  liberties  and  almost 
le  rights  of  the  snbjeet.  While  I  desire 
>  concur  in  what  my  hon.  and  learned 
iend  has  said  as  to  the  privileges  and 
ights  of  Parliament,  I  should  greatly 
egret,  haNi ng  regar<l  to  my  experience  as 
Jhaimianof  the  Police  and  Sanitary  Com- 
nittee,  these  lines  forming  part  of  this 
'  luse, 

*Me,  KENSHAW  (Renfrew,  \V.) : 
lie  piYjvision  in  Clause  1  is  so  clear  that 
theit;  19  really  no  necessity  for  this  sub-sec- 
tioti,  I  do  not  think  they  fiimied  any  p^iit 
€}i  the  Bill  of  last  year,  and  if  I  remember 
the  proeeijdings  in  the  Conmiittee  rightly 
they  were  introduced  at  the  instance  of 
the  Lord  Advocate,  I  regret  he  now  pnr- 
poses  to  retain  them,  because,  in  view  nf 
the  clear  nature  of  the  provision  in  Clause 
1,  it  is  not  tlesirable  that  the*30  lines  should 
vtarid. 

^Mr.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Nottingham,  Kush- 
cBffe) :  I  beg  to  join  in  everything  that 
tm/i  been  said  as  to  the  inexfvediency,  not 
to  Bay  danger,  of  these  lines.  I  am  not 
quite  sure  that  it  conduces  to  the  rapid 
progress  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  LoitI  Advocate  to  say  after 
you,  Sir,  have  put  it  from  the  chair,  that 
the  Amendment  is  more  or  less  out  of 
order. 


Mr.  A.  a   MURRAY:  I  did  not  say 

k  was  out  of  oilier.  I  Afud  it  was  nearly 
out  of  order,  and  I  gave  my  reasons  for 
thinking  so, 

*Mr.  J.  E.  ELLIS  :  I  thought  I  he^ard 
the  right  hon.  Member  say  it  wjis  nearly  out 
of  oniiiv ;  if  he  did  not  say  so  I  was  mis- 
taken. The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
opposite  hi%s  given  very  fully  the  efjnstitu- 
tional  aspect  of  the  matter,  and  siucly  we 
h)ive  nt»  tight  to  limit  the  power  of  the 
House  in  this  way.  If  the  hon.  Member 
presses  his  Amendment  to  a  Division,  I 
shall  suppjrt  him  in  the  lobby. 

Mr,  CRIPPS  :  I  only  want  to  B;iy  one 
wonl  in  answer  to  what  the  Lortl  Advo- 
cate has  said.  His  \  iew  is  that  so  far  as 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  this  House  are 
concerned  they  have  l>een  settlwl  in  Su1> 
section  I.  There  I  quite  agree  with  him. 
If  his  desire  is,  so  far  as  the  indi vicinal  is 
concerned,  to  direct  tlte  way  in  which  he 
should  make  application  in  the  future, 
that  point  we  have  dealt  with  already  iu 
Sub-section  L  These  three  lines  have  no 
effect  upon  that,  e.vcept  so  far  as  they 
deta,il  the  duties  of  this  House  in  matteiid 
of  procedure.  That  is  to  say,  this  House 
would  be  under  sUtutory  disabilities  as 
regartls  ontertaining  such  petitioriB  or 
petitioners.  You  may  put  the  disaliility 
on  the  petitioner,  but  that  is  entirely  a 
diiferent  point.  I  hope  the  Lord  Advo 
catQ  or  the  First  LonI  of  the  Treiisury 
will  see  that  these  words  are  unnecessary. 

I      Mr,    SOUTTAR    (Dtmifrics^hire)  :    I 
I  quite    agree   that    this    matter   was  dis- 
cussed under  the  first  section  of  the  RtU, 
I  but  I  thought  that  the  decision  arrived 
j  at    was    an    exceedingly    barl    decision. 
Therefore    I   am  very  glad  it  has  been 
brought  up  again,  and  that  one  or  twa 
I  tnen  of  eminence  have  taken  the  side  of 
the  subject  in  this  matter,     I  feel  certain 
i  the  time  will  come  when  hon.  Mendjcrs 
^nll  realise  that  they  are  making  a  great 
I  mistake  in  parting  \nth  a  constitutional 
\  right  of  the  subject  which  is  almost  as 
I  important    as    freedom   of    speech,   and 
I  which     has     existed     for    many,    many 
I  centuries.      This  is   not    the   first   time 
I  Parliament    has  attoniptod    to    infringe 
'  upon  that  right,  but  the  attempt  has  not 
l:>eett    successful.      The    Lord    Advocate 
seems  to  me,  in  the  pre^nt  case,  in  these 
three  lines,  to  be  adding  insult  to  injury. 
If  the  right  has  been  taken  away  by  the 
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fii-st   cliiuso,    why 


here  ?     T  do  In 


.pe 


repe«it    the    operation 
that    in   so   important 


a  matter  a  Division  will  1)C  ttiken,  and  I 
should  support  the  Amendment. 

Mil.  A.  G.  MURRAY  :  If  my  hon.  ami 
learned  fnend's  olijection  is  to  the  fonn 
of  the  wonls,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 


I  undcrstiind,  my  hon.  and  learned  friend 
wishes  to  preserve  certain  rights  of  Par- 
liament, and  if  that  can  1x3  done  l^etterhr 
SUmding  Order  or  by  some  other  wonU 
we  are  all  agreed  it  should  l>e  done,  but  I 
earnestly  tiiist  the  Committee  will 
sustain  the  Loitl  Advocate  in  the  view 
he  has  taken  in  regard  to  the  necesisity  of 


take  that  into  consideration  along  with  |  something  like  this  being  inserted!,   and 


the  other  questions  of  procedure.  As  I 
iinderstiind,  that  is  really  all  he  wants  to 
niise,  as  he  recogniscjs  that  w(j  have 
settled  the  whole  (piestion  in  the  "  may  " 
and  " shall"  Division.  I  am  not  (piite 
certain  what  the  hon.  Member  for  Not- 
tingham meant,  because  I  do  not  know 
that  he  was  in  the  Mouse  when  the 
previous  decision  was  come  to,  and  there- 
fore perhaps  he  has  not  borne  in  mind 
that  the  House  has  alreiuly  decided  that 
it  is  a  necessity  that  people  sh<mld  come 
by  this  meth(Kl  for  a  ProN'isional  Order, 
leaving  it  to  the  Chairmen  to  relegate  the 
proj)osal  to  the  Privati'  Bill  procedure  if 
necessiiry.  IVrhaps  if  I  agree  to  con- 
sider the  fonn  of  woi-ds  he  will  be  satis- 
fied, but  the  hon.  Member  cannot  expc»ct 
me  to  give  way  on  this,  seeing  that  we 
have  alrciuly  taken  the  sens(?  of  the  House 
uix)n  the  question. 

Mr.  CRH'rS:  In  reganl  to  what  the 
Lord  Advocate  has  said,  although  I  believe 
I  am  entirely  in  iicconl  with  the  hon. 
Mem]>er  foi-  Nottingham,  1  do  unt  at  all 
want  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Com- 
mittee ;  and  as  ihv  J^onl  Adv(>cate  has 
promised  to  consider  tiie  question,  I  ask 
leave  to  withdraw  the  Amen<lnient. 


reject  the  Amendment  if  it  is  presseil  tea 
Division. 

Mil.  CALDWELL:  Nothing  in  the 
wonls  of  the  firet  clause  would  interfere 
with  the  right  of  any  person  to  petition 
this  House  in  the  usual  M-ay  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill.  At  the  same  time  there 
is  a  constitutional  right  of  this  House  to 
listen  to  petitions,  and  if  these  wurds 
were  retiiinod  there  would  be  no  power  to 
this  House  to  give  leave  to  introduce  a 
Private  Bill  notwithstanding  the  words  of 
Clause  L  We  have  never  yet  cutout  the 
right  of  any  person  in  this  country  to 
petition  this  House,  or  the  right  of  this 
Hous3  to  consent  to  that  petition  hr 
giving  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill.  So  that, 
after  all,  this  matter  raises  not  the  ques- 
tion of  the  right  of  the  petitioner,  which 
is  involved  in  Clause  1 — we  have  decided 
that  but  the  right  of  this  House,  upon 
a  i)etition  being  presented  ti>  them,  to 
say  "  We  will  allow  this  matter  to  come 
in  by  Private  Bill."  This  House  hu 
always  kept  within  its  own  hands  the 
right  of  anyone  to  come  to  thorn  direct 
\\  e  are  dealing  now  with  the  right  to 
c<mic  to  this  House  and  with  the  oonstitH- 


tional  right  of  this  House  to  say  "Not- 
'  withstanding  Clause  1  we  will  allow  you 
SiK  CHAKLKS  CAMKKOX  :  I  entirely  ;  to  proceed  by  Private  Bill." 
object  to  the  Ainen(bnent  being  withdrawn. 

Mk.  COUKTNEY  (Coniwall,  Bodmin): 
The  Lord  Advocate  has  promised  to  con- 
sider this  matter,  and  I  would 
that  he  might  take  into  account  the  i 
of  Parliament  in  reference  to  two  matters 
which  were  formally  settled  by  the  aedoB 
of  the  House.  In  the  first  place  there  wu 
the  matter  of  Divorce  Bills,  and  then  the 
ri^ht  of  electors  to  come  to  this  Houm 
with  regai-d  to  a  controverted  election  for 
the  decision  of  the  House.  NothinK  ^xnii 
confess  1  thought  tiie  last  ]m't  of  this  |  be  more  constitutional  than  the  right  of 
section  was  uiniecessjiry.  But  on  con-  j  this  Htmse  ahmc  to  consider  such  applicir 
sidenit ion  1  begin  to  (lou]»t  that,  and  there  '  ^-^   ■    ^       .  .  •^    -. 

may  possibly  be  cases  where  these  wonls 


I  do  not  see  the  use  of  wasting  time  dis- 
cussing the  <|Uestion,  and  then  not  coming 
to  some  definite  understanding  iis  to  what 
is  going  to  be  done.  If  the  Tnatter  has 
been  settled  you  do  not  want  th(?  words, 
and  there  is  no  use  in  settling  it  twice. 

Mk.  KOBEirr  WALLACK  (Perth): 
It  was  a]>solute!y  settled  under  Clause  1 
of  this  Bill  that  it  was  compulsory  to 
come  un(b*r  this  Bill,  and  at   lii-st    I  must 


would  be  nrc(»s^aIy.     There  is 

pnivent  them    coming  in   thr  other  way, 

unlef^s  scmie  such  wonls  are  inserted.      As 

Mr.  Still  ft  II  r. 


tions.  But  by  Act  of  Parliament  thii 
House  concurred  in  depriving  itself  c^tbifc 
nothing  to  ,  right  and  vested  it  in  a  Committee  of 
the  House.  I  would  suggest  that  the  Lofd 
Advocate    should     in     considering    the 
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mattcr  take  these  analogous  subjects  into 
acoount.  I 

Mn.  CHIPPS:  In   regard  to  the  con-' 
atitutional    priiiciplo    referred  to  hy  the 
right    hon,    Gentletiian  the    Mi?iiiher   for 
llodmin,    I    should    like    to    say    that    I  ^ 
should    cite    both    his    illustrations    in 
favrmr      of      the      proposal       I       have 
tna^le.      Lfi  reguitl    to   eWtion   petitions, 
the   right   is    prt'si*rvwi  to    this    HoU8e, 
although  it  would  find  it  very  inconvenitnit 
to  exercise  it,  to  intorfnre.      The  judicial  ! 
p«irt  of  the   inquiry    hits  Iveen  sent  to  a 
Committee,  but  a  report  hjLs  to  be  mnde 
to  this  House. 

Mil  COURTKEY:  But  you  are  Ih mud 
Uy  aeeept  the  decision.  .My  hon.  friend 
will  not  for  a  moment  luge  that  this 
House  coulil  controvert  the  finding  of  the 
Court  which  had  unseateil  a  Member  It 
must  Act  upon  that  conclusion. 

Mr.  CRIPP8:  I  think  this  Hotisc 
pre^rves  its  control  The  question  of 
divorce  is  an  entirely  different  point. 
This  House  has  nothing  to  <lo  with  the 
mutter  going  Ijefore  the  eourts,  but  until 
the  iJivorce  Court  wa^  instituted  there 
wiui  no   legal  right    for  divorce    in    this 


country  at  all  and  anybmly  v%du>  wanted 
a  divorce  had  to  come  for  an  Act  nf  Par- 
liament. So  h\v  »is  Ireland  is  eoneeined^ 
that  i)roeedure  holils  giH>d  to  the  pres<?nt 
i\n.\\  When  the  matter  wa^  brought  for 
the  first  time  witliin  the  area  n{  the  law 
courts  you  had  to  p^uss  laws  in  oixier  to 
allow  divorce  to  take  place  without  Act 
of  Parliament.  There  is  no  analogy  he- 
tvreeu  that  and  what  tre  are  deeding  with 
here.  I  hope  my  hon.  friend  will  not  go 
to  a  Division,  as  I  shonld  not  lie  able  to 
support  him,  scu^ing  that  all  I  desirr  is 
that  this  House  should  be  protected,  and 
the  Lord  Advocate  has  promised  to  con- 
sider that  iHi^tvveen   now  and  the  Report 


Du.  CLARK:  This  is  a  thing  which 
could  be  done  either  by  a  sectior)  in  the 
Bill^  which  wouM  equally  afleet  the  pro- 
cedure of  Ikoth  Houses^  or  it  could  be 
done  by  us  under  our  Standing  Orders. 
I  think  the  wiser  course  is  to  do  it  so  that 
it  equally  affects  Iwth  Houses  ;  and  this 
is,  1  Ixdieve,  the  l>etter  foitu. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divich'd  :  Ayes,  200; 
Noes,  72.  (Division  List  No.  196.) 


I 


AclambHootl  Capt.SirAlexK.  ' 
Af»qiiith,  Rt.  Hun.  Herht.Heii. 
AtKinson,  Ht.  flun,  Juhn 

ley^  *la"ieft  ( Walworth ) 

jarre*,  Lonl 

Ifonr,  Kt.Hn.A,J.(Manchr) 
Balfour,  Kt.  Iln.  rt.\V.(Ued8) 
Banbu  ry ,  F r*?«  I « r  io  U  eorge  ^ 

Bame^/Freiieric  t  rorell  ; 

lJ«rr>,  KtHnAHSiidth  (Himta  I 
Itj|Ttc)ti.  ]>untiar  llonket  ; 

Il4Uhurst.  \hm,  Allen  i«. 
lleaHi.  KtlinSirM.  H.  iBristob  ■ 
H*Tj2g,  Ferciinand   I'niihfuU 
liereNiunl,  lA»ril  rimries 
Bethel  I  (oiiHimader  j 

Bhow!iaggre«.  Sir  M.  M.  | 

Blakbiton  -  H  our U  m .  J  of  i  n 
B1  und  el  I  Col  on  el  1 1  en  ry 
Bondf  Kdwartl 
Boe4cawen,  Arthur  tlrifhlh- 
ikyaslield,  WUliiun  Kohert 

i,T.OiWm(King*^  Lvnn 
____  Ick.  Kt.  Hon.  St,  Jolm 
BrookfieUlA.  MtmtJt^m 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon,  James 
Btstcher,  John  ileortr*' 
C:aiiUM3H,Kt.Hn..LA.{U!ftsixaw 
Panipbell  Ilanaerman,  Sir  H. 
Cmrmichael  Sir  T  D.  Gifison* 
Cilvendish,  F.  F.  (N.  Umt*,) 
Cawley,  Frederick 
Cecil  Lord  Hii^h  (Greenwich) 


AYES. 

Chaloner,  I'aptaiii  R.  G.  \\\ 
*1ianilrt^rltiin,ftt.H<m.J.(Birm, 
Chariilrtjfhiii!,  J.  A.  (Wurc'r) 
(hanlin,  lU.  Hun.  Henry 
('hel-^ea,  Viseount 
Clare,  tk'tavius  Leigh 
CcK^hrane,  Hon  Th*j.*.  H,  A.E* 
CaghiUj  Douj^las  Harry 
Cohen,  Henjaniia  lAiai^ 
ColliiitCHj  Ut.  Hon.  .It?Hse 
Colston,  Cha«.  K,  H.    V  thole 
Corhett.  A^Caineronii  iIa>5gow) 
Coartney.  Ht»  Hon.  L.  IL 
Cranhwrne,  Viscount 
Cripfis,  Charles  Alfred 
Cromhie,  John  \\  illianj 
Cru<tdaftt  Wm.  Donaldson 
Cul>itU  Hon.  Heniy 
i  "urzon,  Mftconnt 
nidkeitlu  Iwl  of 
Ualrj-mple,  Sir  ChaHe;* 
l>iji%,  Jwini  K.  D,  Winglietd- 
I  km  km,  Riehanl  Sini 
I)oii"li».  Ht.  Hon.  A.  Akers' 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
I>uncomh€>  Hon.  tlulMfrt  \\ 
r'ardell.  Sir  T.  Georj^e 
Fel lower*,  Hon.  Ailwyn  E. 
Ferpsi»n.  K.  C.  M.  fUith) 
F'inlay,  Sjr  RoWrt  It. 
Fi?*her,  William  Hayes 
FitzGendd»  Sir  H    TVarwe- 
Fitztuaurice,  Lord  Edmond 


Foster,  Harry  S.  (StiJfolk) 
1* oste r,  S \ r  \(' ,  < !»« r  1  »y  Co. ) 
Fowler,  KL  Hon,  Sir  H. 
Fry,  Lewis 

Galloway,  Wrn.  JohiiMao 
Garfit,  William 
tiedge,  Sydney 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrell 
Go<l>*oTi,  Sir  A.  Fretleriek 
GoIdMWorthy,  Maj«»r'<  Jenerai 
Gor«t,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon  i 
iiouldinK.  Edward  Alfred 
tiray,  Ernest  (We.'it  Hanii 
Green,  W.  IK  tW'edne.^huiy) 
Greene,  H.  IK  (ShrowsJjury) 

Hrtldnne,  Hichard  Burdon' 
Hamilton, m.Hn.l..ord  (leorue" 

HanioTid.  Sir  C,  (Newcastle) 

HanbtiryJU.  Hon.  Robert  Win, 

Han?*on.  Sir  Kejxinald 

Hatch.  Krtiii^t  I'rederiek  Geo. 

Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  C,  Seale- 

Healh,  Janie»« 

Hedderwick,  Thomas  C  H, 

Hemnhill  Utdlon.  CharlesH. 

Henderwin,  AlexaDder 

Hoare^  Samuel  (Norwidi) 

Hnndty,  Sir  William  Henry 

HouldsMorfh,  Sir  Wm,  Henry 

Howell  William  Tudor 

Hubbard,  Hon.  Flvelyn 

Humphrey's  Owen  Arthur  C-*  . 

Htt*toii.John(Vork^.  N.  R.K    ' 


.Tebb,  Hichard  (lairerhoiise 
-.lefireys,  Arthur  Kreilerirk 
-JoliiiHtun,  Willi  am  (Belfast) 
.lolUtfe,  Hon.  H.  George 
Kearley,  Hudson  K 
Keimawav*  Kt  H  on.  Sir  John  H. 
Kiiiiber,  ilenry 
K  in  /,  S  i  r  H  en ry  Sey  i  ii ou  r 
Kinhich,SirrIohnGex)rfreStjiyth 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General  I 

Law^u,  John  (irant  (York?*.)  , 
Leiiiili-Hennett  Henry  Currie 
Llpw«lyn;SirI>illwyniSwaiisea  I 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erakine  ' 
Lon^^rJtt.  Hii.  Walter  <  Liv  er|>  1)  | 
LuhlMH'k.  I(t.  Hon.  Sir  Juhn  ' 
LuejtsShadwell,  WilJiam  , 

I^yell,  Sir  Leonard 
Jjyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred  I 

Marartney.  W.  G.  ElUs<m         | 
Mardona,  iJohji  Ciitiiriiir]^  | 

M  Arthur,  (/harlef4( Liverpool) 
M '  A  r  th  u  r ,  W  i  1 1  i  m  M  Com  w  al  1 } 
M'Kwan,  William  ' 

M'lver,  SirLewisiEilinb'h),W^  | 
Marulni,  Ian 

Mttple,  Sir  John  Blnndell  i 

Mapjiin,  Sir  Frederick  Thorpe  I 
Martin,  Hiddulph 
Maxwell JU.  Hn,8irHerbertE.  I 
Mellor,   Golonel  {Laneashire)  ' 
Meysey- Thompson,  Sir  H.  ^L 
Mirldlemore,  J.  Throi^iuorton 
Monk,  rharle.^  JameH 
Mi  hi  in  ay,  Franeij*  Bingham 
^^l^varlS,  ( Vjlonel  Victor 
Monk,  Cha.-.  James 
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^lonta^u^Hn.J,  Scott  (Hant«,)  \ 
Moon,  Edward  Hol>ert  Pat^y  I 
More,  Itoht.  Ja.*iper  iShronah.)  | 
Morpin,  Hon.  F^Monm'tlish.)  , 
MoiTell,  George  Herbert  | 

Morrison,  Wadter 
Mortem,  Arthur  H, A, Deptford 
IMount,  William  <Jeorge 
M  u  rra}' ,  It  t  H  ii  A  t  { ra  h  a  i  n  ( B  u  I  c 
Miinray.  <  "oh  Wyndham  |  Bath) 
Myers*  William  Henry 
Nieol,  Donahl  Ninian 
Palmer,  iienrjje  W.  (Keading) 
Phill putts,  Captain  Arthur 
l*ilkington.H.  (Lanes  Newton) 
Plati-Hijj'gins,  Frederick 
PoA'cll,  Sir  Frantdii  Sharp  | 

PretyniJin,  Frne'^t  iieorge  i 

Priestley,  Sir  W.  0,  (Edin.)  | 
Pryee  Jones,  Lt.Coh  Edw&rti  j 
Purvir*,  Hol>ert  ] 

Pyni.  V.  <  rii y  | 

Hasdi,  Majnr  Frederic  (.'ame 
Itenshavv,  Charles  Bine 
Hielmrdson,  J. {Durham,  S.  E.) 
K  i  e  ke  tt ,  J ,  Co  n  1 1  >  txrn 
liidley,  Hi.  Hon.  Sir  Matt,  \\\ 
Uitehie,  lU,  Hon,  G  Thomson 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Botbiichild.,  Hon.  Lionel  W, 
Konnd.  James 

RuRHell,  Gen.  F.  S.  (Chelt«nh,) 
RnsselLT.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  H.  S.  (1/imehoUHe) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Seton ■  KaiT,  Henr^' 


Sharpe.  William  Ed  wan!  T 
Shaw,  TbonmB  (Hawick,  B.| 
Smith,  J  am  e?  Parker  (Lanark*.  | 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.D.  (StrandlJ 
S[>encer,  Ernest 
Stanley.  Hon.  A.  (Ortnskirkl 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanc^,! 
Stewart,  Sir  M,  J.  M^Taggart 
Stock,  James  Henrv 
Stone,  Sir  BenjaTum 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedler 
Sturt,  Hon,  Humphry  X&pier 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thorhnrn,  \A'alt€r 
Thornton,  Percy  M, 
To  ml  in  son,  Wm  E^w.Mamy 
Tritt4in,  Charles  EmeiSt 
Ure,  Alexander 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wailace^  l{ol»ert  (Perth) 
Walton.  J,  LawBon  (Leeds  Si 
Warr,  Augtistuji*  Frederick 
W  hi teley ,  t  i ei)  r^'  •  ^  ,  ^  ►    - 1  .  .p,,^ . 
William?^,  Jose]'  !    : 

Wilson,JAV,(V\         :  \ 

W' ilson  -  Toild  A^  m  •  H ,  \  York*.  ► 
Wodehouse,  Rt,  H  n,E,  Hi  BUk) 
Wolti;  CJtistav  Wilhelm 
WiKjilall.  William 
W;c>rtley,  Ht.  Hon.C.B,Stiiirt- 
Wyndham,  George 
AVyvill,  Marraaduke  D'Arey 
Voung,  Commandert  Berks,  b.) 
Tellers    fok    the    Aybs- 

Sir  ^Mlliam   Walrond  wd 

Mr,  .\nstriither. 


Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
BarloWj  John  Emmott 
Beaumont,  W^entworthC.  B, 
Billson,  Alfred 
Bolton,  Thomas  I>olling 
H 'aid  well,  James 
■Carvill,  l^  tieorge  Hamilton 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clark,Dr.ti.Il(Caitbnes-sh.) 
•Olough,  Walter*) wen 
Coinmins.  Andrew 
Gurran,  Thomas  (Sljgo,  S-) 
Dalziei,  James  Henry 
Davit t,  Michael 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  Ga|*tain  A* 
Doo-'an,  P.  i\ 
Dn-'k worth,  James 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Evans,  Samuel  T.{(ilamorcan) 
Farrell,  James  P,  (Cavan,  W,) 
Fen  wick,  Charles 
Flavin,  >richael  Joseph 
Gibney,  James 


NOES, 

Gmldard,  Daniel  Ford 
tiohL  Charles 
(iourley,  Sir  Eflward  T. 
tiurdon,  Sir  William  B. 
Hammond,  John  (Garlow) 
Healy,  Thomas  J.  (Wexford) 
Holder^  Sir  Aojijfus 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
.Im'ohy,  James  Alfred 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jordon,  Jeremiah 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lewis,  ffohn  Herbert 
Maealeese,  Daniel 
MacNeil,  «)ohn  Gordon  Swift 
M*(ihee,  Richard 
^PLeod,  John 

Mendl.  SigL»nmnd   Ferdinand 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charle"^ 
n'Connor,  Arthur  (iKmecal) 
O'Connor,  J,  (Wieklow,  W,) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liveri)ool) 
Gldroyd,  Mark 

1  *al  mer.Sir^'harlesM .( Durham 
Pault-on,  James  Mellor 


Pinkerton,  John 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Provimd,  Andrew  Dryhar^ 
Robert*,  John  Bryn  ( hIificMi) 
Robson,  William  Snowdoo 
Samuel,  J-  (Stock  ton^mTeP* 
Scott, »' has,  Pr^  '! 

Shaw,  f'harle?^  i 
Sinclair,  ('apt.  J,  \i*u  j.ifsuirti 
Spicer,  AU*ert 
St4iadraan,  William  Chaxl«i 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan,  Donal  { We«Uii()atib| 
Hnllivan,  T,  D.  (Ilonegal.  W,| 
Thoma^s,  David  A.  (MertW 
Weir,  James  <  lallovi . 
Whit  taker,  Thoma.'*  \ 
Williams,  John  <*.  (N...  - 
Wills,  Sir  William  Henry 
Wilson,  John  (Cfov&n^ 
Wilson,  J,  H.  (Midahs>tw|fc 
Wotxls,  Samuel 
Tellers   for   the   Noo^ 

Sir  <  barley    Caraeron  ud 

Mr.  Souttar, 


Question  proposed,   '*  That  ClaiiBe 
amtMJtl<.'d,  stand  part  of  the  BUI." 


as 


Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON:  I 
had  pot  down  an  A  nit:  ml  me  nt  to 
reject  Clause  2,  because  I  did  nut  under- 


stand it  as  it  stoo i  in  iheongiualHilL  Ito 
clause  has  now,  however,  boon  so  entirely 
transformed  that  it  woiilil  he  ridicukw 
to  take  the  course  I  had  intcniled.  It  ^ 
clear  that  the  irapirtant  atAgw  of  liu« 
:  Biil  will  be  the  Report  st^ge,  Aiid  tbtfxe- 
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lore  a  prolonged  cliscusaioii  at  this  stage 
of  tho  Bill  would  he  aupertiunus  ;  t here- 
fore  I  shall  not  oppose  Clauye  2  at  this 
stage,  but  I  u^iiih  to  reserve  niv  right  to 
deal  with  it  on  the  Report  stage  when  wo 
'iiiow  what  the  Bill  really  is. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  3  :— 

Mh.  X  R  SMITH  :  The  Amendment 

.  propose  will  make   the   matter   simpler 

l)y  inserting  the  woixls,  *'  If  tho  Cliairmen 

report  in  favour  uf,"  instead  of  putting  it 

m  a  negative  way. 

I    Amendment  proposed— 

**  In  juij^e  2  leave  ont  lines  31  and  32,  and 
InsM^rt,  *  If  t!ie  rhairineti  rei>ort  in  favour  of.' " 
^{Mr  Pa  kFr^^mtth.) 

'  Question  proposed,  "That  lines  31  and 
B2  stand  part  of  the  clause.'* 

Mr.  a.  G.  MURRAY  :  I  am  afraid 
Lhat  I  am  not  in  a  pKsitinn  to  accept  the 
irords  of  my  hon.  friend's  Amendment, 

Mr  CRIPPS  :  I  think  the  Lord  Advo- 
sate  will  agree  unth  mcthat  the  Secretary 
for   ScotlaTid    should    not   be   allowed  to 
grant  a  Provisional  Order  unless  he  has 
satisfied  the  Chairmen  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament.     I  think    it   is  a   mere  ques- 
tion  of   words,    but  the  Lord   Advocate 
tannot   really   mean   to  allow   this   pro- 
cedure to  be  adopted  without   som^e    inti-  | 
bation   to    the    Chairmen.     I   hope  the  | 
Sght    hon.     Gentleman      will     consider  | 
rhether  the  words   would  not  allow  the  : 
Jecrctary  for  Sentland   to   proceed    with- 
out a  Report  lieingmitdo,  and  whether  it  ' 
B   not   a   proper   thing  to   do   to    keep  | 
Hthin    the    ordinary   procedure   of   the 

oase. 

Mr*  CALDWELL  :  There  is  no  com- 1 
mlsion  under  the  Bill  for  the  Chairman  to  | 
JVC  a  Report  at  all.    Whether  this  House 

ay    insist   upon    this    being  done  is   a 

filter  we  have   not   to   deal    with  now. 

Uter  the  Amemlment   has   been   put  in  ! 

be  clatise  there  might  not  be  any  lieport 

all  miwie,  and  the  result  would  be  that 
He  whole  thing  would  Ik?  at  a  standstill, 
the  int^erest  of  procedure    I    do  think 

It  the  words  in  the  Bill  are  alisulutely  |, 
ecessary. 

VOL.  LXXIl        [Foi'f!T!T  SFnrF:«.] 


[  Mk.  J.  R  SMITH  :  If  sueh  a  case 
oecui's,  and  no  Report  is  m^ide^  it  is  l>etter 
that  the  Bill  should  come  before  thi^ 
House. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Mu.  THOMAS  SHAW  (  Hawick 
Burghs) :  If  there  is  no  opposition  to  a 
Bill  it  appears  to  me  to  l>e  a  very  extra- 
ordinary thing  that  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land should  pot  the  promoters  to  the 
ex]3ense  of  going  through  the  whole  of 
these  fonnaliiies  of  hnnging  op  witnesses 
and  engaging  counsel  on  the  sjxjt,  I  beg 
to  move. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  2,  line  37,  to  leave  out  from 
*  f*hall  *  to  *  direct,'  in  line  HO/^— (3/r.  Thomas 
Shfiw.) 

Question  proposed — "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  tho 
clause." 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY:  It  appears  to 

me  that  upon  this  point  my  ben.  and 
learned  friend  and  myself  must  be  at 
cross-purposes.  The  clause  says  "  shall 
if  there  is  any  opposition."  We  are  all 
agreed  that  if  there  is  any  opposition 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  ought  to 
direct  an  inquiry.  The  clause  also 
goes  on  to  provide  that  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  may  oixler  an 
inquiry  in  any  case  where  he  thinkn 
that  an  inquiry  is  necessary.  Does 
my  hon.  friend  wish  to  insist  ufX)n  an  in- 
quiry if  the  Secretary  ft>r  Scotland  coti- 
siders  that  an  inquiry  is  urmecessary  t  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  my  hon,  fnend 
does  not  really  wish  that.  If  there  is  ne 
opposition,  let  them  have  the  Bill  ;  but' 
surely  there  are  a  great  many  cases  in 
which  you  are  not  entitled  to  have  your 
BilJ»  although  nobody  objects,  for  I  think 
the  pi^-amlile  of  a  Bill  shoidd  be  proved, 
Tliere  are  certain  facts  which  ought  to  bo 
proved  in  all  cases  before  vou  get  vour 
Bill  "  ^ 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  I  have 
an  Amendment  in  identical  tenrn  to  the 
one  which  hfis  been  moved  by  my  hon. 
friend.  I  understand  that'  the  local 
inquiry  is  to  take  the  place  of  the  inquiry 
before  the  Committee.  You  are  propos- 
ing to  create  an  inquiry  before  a  panel 
which  will  have  all  the  apparatus  now  in 

3  I 
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existence,  and  what  we  ask  ourselves  now 
is,  why  is  it  necessary  in  the  case  of  an 
unopposed  measure  under  the  new  system 
that  there  should  be  an  inquiry  when  it  is 
not  necessary  in  the  case  of  an  unopposed 
Eill  under  the  present  system  1  We  desire 
that  there  should  not  be  introduced  into 
this  Bill  as  part  of  the  new  system  a 
foniial  inquiry  which  was  found  to  be 
unnecessary  under  the  old  system. 

Mr.  a.  G.  MUKRAY:  It  is  quite 
tnie  that  in  the  case  of  an  unopposecl  Bill 
there  is  no  inquiry  at  ])resent,  but  then 
you  have  opportiuiities  of  control  which 
are  now  possessed  by  this  House.  But 
suppose  1  put  in  the  words  which  my 
hon.  friend  has  suggested.  Hon.  Members 
would  then  be  able  to  get  up  and  say,  "  It 
is  all  very  well  for  this  House  to  do  this  ; 
here  you  are  going  to  allow  a  tribunal 
on  the  spot,  under  the  direction  of  a 
Goveniment  Department,  and  is  it  sjife 
to  allow  that  without  an  incjuiry  where 
there  are  proj)er  circumstances  for  an 
inquiry  to  be  held  ? "     There  is  no  com- 

Eulsion  put  upon  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
md  to  hold  an  inquiry,  and  if  he  does 
direct  an  inquiry  and  the  tribunal  reports 
against  it  he  cannot  grant  the  Order  at  all. 
Therefore,  so  far  from  increasing  his  powers 
this  really  diminishes  them.  I  should  have 
thought  that  the  general  feeling  of  the 
House  would  have  been  rather  in  favour 
of  making  an  infjuiry  possible  wherever 
there  appeared  to  l)e  a  necessity  for  such 
iiKluiry. 

Mu.  CALDWELL  :  I  riuite  agree  that 
there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  for  the 
cas(;  in  which  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
may  direct  an  inquiry.  When  a  Bill 
comes  into  this  House  unoi)posed  we  have 
the  Second  Reading  stiigeat  which  matters 
of  this  kind  may  be  refcM-red  to.  I  can 
myself  (juite  conceive  many  cases  in  which 
it  should  be  possible  f(jr  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  to  direct  an  in<[uiry.  I  think 
the  greatest  dangcM*  to  a  conninmity  often 
iirises  in  «in  un<)ppose<l  Bill,  and  I  think  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  sliould  have  the 
])ower  where  he  has  the  least  doubt  to 
<lirect  an  inciuiry,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  no  one  has  appeared  in  opposi- 
tion in  answei'  to  the  notices  which  have 
]>een  issue<l. 

Mr.  C0UKTXF:V  :  At  present  in  the 
Cfise  of  an  unoppo^^etl  Bill  there  is,  undei* 
the  existing  Standing  Ortlers,  a  provision 

Mr.  Eihiniml  Jlfberison, 


I  enabling  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  recommend  to  the  House  in 
:  matters  of  unopposed  Bills  that  thej 
!  should  ])e  treated  as  opposed  Bills  if  he 
I  thinks  the  reasons  are  sufficient  for  him 
;  to  act  upon.  So  that  there  is  at  the 
'  present  time  the  possibility  of  directing 
I  that  an  unopposed  Bill  shall  be  treatea 
!  as  an  opposed  Bill,  and  that  is  precisely 
!  the  power  which  we  desire  to  see  given 
■  to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland. 

i  ♦Mr.  KENSHAW:  I  think  it  is  desirable 
:  that  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  should 

have  an  option  in  the  matter,  because  it 
I  is  obvious  that  in  some  cases  questions 
!  might  arise  as  to  the  desirability  of  an 
I  Act  applying  to  some  particular  locality 

powers  which  had  been  obtained  for 
I  another  locality,  but  which,  in  the  public 
I  interest    it    was   undesirable    should   he 

extended  to  perhaps  a  smaller  locality, 
I  or  one  differently  situated.  Difficulties 
'  of  this  sort  could  be  avoided  if  the 
!  Secretary  for  Scotland  exercised  this 
:  power.     I  think  that  is  a  very  important 

matter. 
I 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAX: 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  force,  in  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  observations,  but  it  must  be 

i  remembered   that    an    inquiry    may   be 

,  necessary  although  there  is  no  opposition. 

]  As  my  hon.  friend  behind  me  said,  there 
may  l)e  some  public  interests  involved 
which    may    require    an    inquiry.     But 

i  where  I  think  there  is  a  great  difference 
Ixjtween  the  Lord  Advocate  and  my  two 
hon.  friends  is  that  the  Lord  Advocate 
appears  to   look   on   the    Secretary  for 

!  Scotland  as  thc'eqnivalent  for  the  House 
of  Commons,  which  he  is  not.  At  present 
an  unopposed  Bill  in  its  diflh^nt  stages 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  House  of  CommonSi 
and  there  are  many  opportuiiitiee  of 
finding    out     anything     that     may    be 

'  objectionable  in  it.  It  is  proposed  that 
the  Secretiiry  for  Scotland  should  deter 

I  mine  whether  there  should  be  a  further 
inquiry     and     a     further      imj^iment 

;  in  the  way  of  an  unopposed  Bill 
])ut  is  ho  the  proper  person  to  hare 
that  power  ?  The  Secretary  for  Scotland 
is  a  political  officer  at  the  head  of  a  pubb 

!  Depaitmcnt,  and   we  cannot  alyays  be 

'  certain  that  he  will  take  the  saniQ  jKeneial 

,  view  of  questions  as  would  be  dfen  hf 
tlie  House  of  Commons  or  W  woe 
Committee  of  the  House  to  which  iti 
powei*s  are  delegated       I  think  it  wooU 
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he  safer  in  this  respect   to   enlarge  the  ( 
powers  of  the  Chainneji.     Let  tht^iii  have  ] 
the  power  of  deciding  whether  a    Bill,  ' 
Although  unopposed,  ought  to  he  the  sub- 
ject of  further  incjuiry*     I   wkh  to  speak  I 
with  all  respect   not   only   of  the  preseot 
Secretary  for  Scotland   Inii  of  all  Secre- 
taries  for  Scotland,   but   I   huxe  a  little 
lurking   suspicion    that   sometimes   they 
may  be  moved  hy  re^asons  of  their  own  to 
^ake  a  particular  action  in  reference  to  a  , 
Private  Rill,  and  on   that  ground  I  think  j 
it  would  he  safer  and   more  in  accordance 
with  past  practice  and  constitutional  prin- 
xjiples  if  this  power  of  putting  a  great  im- 
pediment and   great  expense  «»n   persons  | 
promoting  a  Private   Bill  shouh!  he  ci>n- 
lerred   on   the  Chairmerr,    or    should    be  | 
dealt  with  in  some  other  way  to  that  pro- 
posetl. 

Mr,  a.  a  MURRAY  :  I  do  not  ^^-ish 

to  introduce  a  discordant  note  into  the 
pleasant  proceedings  of  this  Committee, 
hut  I  desire  to  point  out  that  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  would  be  master  of  the 
whole  procee<lir»gs.  Ho  could  issue  the 
Order  with  such  observations  as  he  chose, 
•and  after  all  he  would.be  in  precisely  the 
same  position  as  the  official  chief  of  any 
other  Depiirtment  which  has  the  power 
•of  issuing  Provisional  Onlers,  such  us  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  the  Liwal  Govern- 
ment Board.  I  am  not  asking  any 
sui)eri<M-  position  fur  the  Secretary  for 
Gotland,  but  I  am  putting  him  in  the 
ordinary  position  of  a  chief  of  a  Depart- 
ment which  has  power  to  is^ue  Provisional 
Orders. 


Mr.  THO.\fAS  SHAW:  1  certainly 
_  ye  no  desire  to  put  the  House  ti)  an 
linnecessary  Division,  The  control  that 
the  House  will  have  will  ultimately 
largely  depend  on  the  shape  in  which  the 
Bill  emerges  from  Comiiiittee,  and  I  shall 
accordingly  reserve  any  further  action 
until  the  Report  stage.  I  am  at  one 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  regards 
the  expediency  on  public  grounds  of 
having  a  small  supplementary  inquiry, 
but  what  I  desire  tn  avoid  is  that  any 
'  -officer  of  State  should  have  the  power  of  [ 
turning  an  unoppose<l  Bill  practically 
into  an  opjK»sed  measure^  and  inflict 
■expense  un  the  promoters.  i 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Dr.    CLAKK  I  I  move    the    Amend- 
jaent  which  stands  in  mv  name,  in  ortler 


to  get  from  the  Lord  Advocate  an  ex- 
planation of  the  modified  proposals  of  the 
Government,  My  prfjposal  is  to  leave 
out  "  Commissioners^**  in  order  to  insert 
**a  Joint  Committee  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament  appointed  by  the  Standing 
Joint  Committee.''  That  wouhl  enaWe 
the  i^^inel  to  be  compose<l  of  Scottish 
Peers  and  Scottish  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment. I  shoidd  like  to  hf'ar  from  the 
Lord  Advocate  an  explanation  of  the 
AmendmeiUs  which  stand  in  hia  name. 

Amendment  proposed — 

**  In  page  'i  line  I,  to  \va\v  out  •  Com- 
niwioners,  ami  insert  *  a  -Joint  Conuiiittei}  i>f 
the  two  Hou8»?>*  of  r'arliaiiierit  npiKniited  by  the 
StaiiiUn»r  Joint  Coiiniiittee."'^(Z'r.  Clark.) 

Question  proposed,  *'That  the  word 
*  Commissioners  '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  a.  il  MURRAY  :  The  scheme  of 
the  Bill  as  it  originaNy  stood  was  thai 
there  should  be  a  panel  of  25  persons,  the 
only  criterion  being  that  they  were  to  bo 
men  of  affaii's,  and  Slombera  of  t\irliament 
should  ha  lumiinated  on  the  panel  before 
they  could  serve  on  committees  of  inquiry, 
Dtuing  the  Debate  on  the  Secon<l  Reading 
an  appeal  was  mafle  by  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  that  we  should  consider  the 
desirabibty  of  having  tliis  work  done  by 
Members  of  Parliament,  and  1  told  him 
that  I  would  Ih!  glad  to  meet  Ins  views, 
although  [  coultl  not  go  the  whole  way  in 
the  direction  indicatet!.  Then  1  put  down 
the  Amendment  which  stands  in  my  name. 
1  took  the  bulk  of  what  I  consider  the 
very  excellent  suggestion  of  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  North  Ayrshire, 
namely,  that  instead  «if  putting  .\iember8 
of  P'arliament  on  this  |}anel  we  shoidd 
make  them  eligible  as  Commissioners, 
and  then  have  other  Commissioners  as 
well,  giving  a  hint  to  the  selecting  parties 
that  they  should  use  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment whenever  they  could  get  them. 
Since  the  Amendment  appeared  on 
the  Paper  I  have  gathered  that  it  woidd 
certainly  be  very  agiTeahle  to  hon. 
Mernliers  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
if  I  put  in  words  of  preferential  import, 
and  accordingly  that  is  what  I  propose 
to  do.  Hon.  Members  will  feel  that  I  have 
gone  as  far  as  I  can,  and  that  I  canrjot  quite 
go  the  length  of  cutting  out  other  people, 
because  then  onr  scheme  might  brcAk 
down.  There  are  practically  three 
schemes  on  the  Papi*r.  The  scheme  of  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Bridge- 
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ton  Division  has  no  ordinary  panel.  He 
does  not  take  outsiders  at  all,  but  he  takes 
50  Peers  and  50  Members  of  the  House 
of-'Commona,  and  divides  them  into  50 
groups  of  two  each.  Then  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Border 
Burghs  takes  all  Scotch  Members  of 
Parliament  and  15  Scotch  Members  of  the 
House  of  Lords ;  and  the  hon.  Meml)er  for 
Kincardineshire  takes  20  Peera,  20  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  10 
other  persons,  and  provides  for  five  Chair- 
men. The  scheme  which  we  propose  to 
submit  to  the  House  as  a  compromise  is 
based  on  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Ayrshire.  We  pro- 
pose to  make  Members  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament  eligible  as  Commissioners, 
to  take  25  other  persons,  and  to  put  in 
wonls  of  preferential  selection.  With 
that  explanation  I  will  read  exactly  how 
Clauses  4  and  5  will  stand  if  my  Amend- 
ment is  canied.  Clause  4  will  be  as 
follows:  — 

"  On  or  l)efore  the  first  day  of  January  next 
after  comnicncenient  of  thU  Act  there  »hall  be 
formed  a  j>anel  of  persons  (hereinafter  referred 
to  >is  tlie  panel)  qualified  by  experience  of 
affairs  to  act  as  ( 'oniinlsHioners  under  this  Act. 
The  ]>anol  shall  Ikj  fonneil  in  manner  follow- 
injj: ;  that  Is  to  say  : — (a)  The  Chairmen,  actinj^ 
jointly  with  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  after 
such  i>reliminary  inciuiries  as  may  he  neces- 
sary, shall  nomniate  2o  persons  (|ualified  as 
aforesfiid  to  he  placed  on  the  ])anel  hereinWore 
mentioned.  The  i)ersons  so  nominated  shall 
remain  on  the  panel  for  five  ^-eai-s,  and  any 
casual  vacancy  on  the  panel  wiused  hy  death, 
r&Mijrnation,  or  disciualification  shall  be  filled 
up  l>y  the  chairmen  acting  jointly  with  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  (h)  At  the  expiration 
of  every  period  (jf  Wve  yeiivs  the  panel  shall  lie 
re-foniicd  in  like  manner  and  with  the  like 
incident"^. 

Clause  5  will  I'ead  : — 

"  When  it  is  determined  that  Commissioners 
shall  he  appointed  for  the  purj^se  of  iiKj^uirinj^ 
as  to  the  i>roi>riety  of  issuinj^  a  ProvLsional 
Order  or  Order-*  under  this  Act  the  Secretary 
for  Sc(>tland,  actinjr  jointly  with  the  Chair- 
men, shall,  with  due  re;jrard  to  the  character 
and  ma;^nitu<l(i  of  the  provisions  in  the  ]»ro- 
posed  Order  or  Orders,  ap|>oint  as  Comnus- 
sioners  three  persons  Injinj;  Meml)ers  of  either 
House  of  Parliament,  or  in  default  of  such 
MemU'r  or  MemlKJi-s  willing;  to  serve  Imiw' 
a  person  or  ]>ersons  nominated  on  the  panel, 
and  shall  at  the  same  tune  nominate  one  such 
person  or  Mem) Mir  as  chairman." 

I  think  I  have  made  it  clear  that  there 
shall  1)0  profert* ntial  selection  of  Members 
of  Parliament,  and  that  at  th(j  siime  time 
our  scheme  shall  not  break  down  in  the 
event  of  thf^'r  Dot  bein<^  available. 

Mr.  J.  (.'.  .:    v."/. 


♦Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON:  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  referred  to  the 
various  schemes  on  the  Paper,  but  any- 
one can  see  that  any  of  them  is  infinitely 
more  satisfactory  as  regards  one  important 
point  than  his  scheme.  He  proceeds  on 
the  assumption  that  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  and  the  Chairmen  shall  do  this- 
work.  A\Tiy  not  use  the  machinery  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  If  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  wants  a  panel,  I  am  content  to- 
have  a  panel  as  a  stand  by,  but  why 
should  we  not  have  a  Committee  appointed 
in  the  same  way  as  a  Committee  of  this 
House  ?  The  Chairmen  have  nothing  to 
do  in  the  appointment  of  Committees, 
that  work  being  done  by  the  Committee 
of  Selection.  On  the  Second  Reading  I 
moved  the  rejection  of  the  Bill  on 
the  ground  that  it  would  practically 
exclude  Scottish  Members  from  con- 
sidering Scottish  Private  Bill  legislation. 
There  is  a  long  standing  rule  of  the 
Committee  of  Selection  excluding  Scot- 
tish MemlKjrs  from  the  consideration  of 
Scottish  Bills.  In  the  Amendment  I  have 
placed  on  the  paper  I  have  expressly 
barred  that  custom,  and  my  proposal  i» 
that  in  nominating  Peers  or  Meml)ers  of 
the  House  of  Commons  on  the  various 
panels  under  this  Act  the  Committees  of 
Selection  shall  not  have  regard  to  anv 
precedent  or  usage  excluding  Scottisii 
Peers  or  MemlKjrs  representing  Scottish 
constituencies  from  serving  on  committee* 
on  Scottish  Private  Bills,  but  shall  have 
regard  solely  to  the  fact  of  their  hanng 
no  personal  or  local  interest  in  orden> 
likely  to  be  proposed  in  connection  with 
the  group  of  counties  in  respect  of 
which  ejujh  panel  is  nominated.  "What 
I  consider  an  essential  point  is  that 
the  Committee  of  Selection  should 
nominate  the  panel,  and  that  it 
shoukl  l>e  nominated  so  as  not  to- 
exclude  Scottish  Members.  It  wa» 
urged  in  the  course  of  the  Debate 
on  the  Second  Reading  that  there  were 
many  considerations  for  including 
Scottish  Members,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  assented  to  what  was  said  hf 
the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for  Scotianat 
that  if  we  could  get  a  Parliamentaiy 
tri])unal  it  would  be  eminently  aatii^ 
tory  and  woidd  command  the  confidence 
of  the  people  of  Scotland.  The  only 
ol)jection  put  forward  hy  the  noble  Lord 
was  that  we  could  not  get  Members  of 
either  House  to  serve,  that  it  would  be 
PTtremolv  inconvenient   to   have  to   «* 
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and   not  the  Scotch  Secretary,  will  elect 
tho  punels. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) :  I 
do  not  i]nit^  so  readily  accept  the  conces- 
sions nifwb  l»y  ihe  Lord  AdviK-ate  as  my 
kon,  frieniL  I  hxiked  njnm  tfiis  Bili  as  a 
xiseiu]  njt'jtsiiru  Weause  it  IkwI  a  e*'i"tahi 
Scoieh  Kavour  about  it,  ami  for  the  life  of 
me  I  fannol  see  why  the  Lunl  Advocate 
should  havi"  depart cni  fn^m  his  (original 
Witifntion.  I  would  rather  have  had  t!ie 
Bill  as  it  original ly  stoixl  than  in  the 
8tat<i  in  which  it  at  present  stands,  for 
except  on  a  very  few  point*  we  will  be 
practically  where  wo  were.  Take,  for 
instance,  the  proptjsal  to  bring  English 
Member**  into  the  panel,  or  take  again  the 
propo&il  that  the  panel  may  t^it  in  any 
phiee  they  may  choose.  .My  idea  was 
that  the  Committee  was  to  sit  in  Scotland  ; 
but  if  English  Members  are  to  1*0  on  the 
panel  it  is  a  very  l»»g  order  inibjeti  tu  ask 
them  to  go  np  to  Sent  hind  and  sit  there 
in  judgment  un  a  Seoteh  Bill. 

Mh.  a.  LI  MUKKAY;  I  certainly 
mean  that  the  inquiry  shall  be  made 
locally,  and  I  propo&e  to  accept  an 
Amendment  which  stands  in  ilie  name  of 
tho  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the 
Bonier  Burghs,  that  the  Commissioners 
Jd  ait  in  ScotkncL 

Mr.  DALZIEL  :  Welt,  if  we  have  local 
inquiry,  an<l  if  EnglLsh  Memlurs  are 
going  to  l>e  used  in  these  inquiries,  they 
will  have  to  go  down  to  Scotland  to 
perform  their  functions.  That  is  a  tall 
order  indeed.  Although  it  might  l>e 
popular  if  they  Siit  in  the  middle  of 
August,  1  do  not  tbink  that  English 
Membei's  will  do  their  duty  with  givat 
equanirriity  if  they  have  to  go  tlowu  to 
Seotlaiul  in  the  middle  of  November  or 
Decemhcr.  This  Arrn^ndmerit  shows  weak- 
ness on  the  f>'irt  of  I  he  (irkvcrument.  It  is 
ridictil* Ills  that  English  >b*mbers  shouldg** 
up  to  Scotland  in  mid-winter  to  nit  on  a 
little  Railway  Bill  It  the  right  lion,  (ren-  ' 
tleman  uill  consent  to  give  the  preference 
to  Scottish  Membei-H  and  Scotch  Peers,  I 
think  he  will  gi-eatly  improve  the  vakieof  j 
the  Bill.  There  \i>  only  nue  f»ther  p<nnt  I 
wish  to  enforce,  and  that  is  that  the 
appointment  of  the  Committees  should  be 
made  by  the  Conuiuttees  of  Selection,  and 
that  the  panel  ougiit  niH  to  be  appointed 
for  five  yeairs.  The  pmel  ought  to  be 
appointed  every  year. 


Mr.   a.   G.    MIRKAV:    If   tho  bon 

Member  for  Caithness  will  withdraw  his, 
Amendment,  all  these  mattei^  will  come 
up  for  discussion  on  the  new  clause. 

I  Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfar);  I  do 
not  wish  to  df^lay  progress,  liut  I  want  to 
point  out  what  seems  to  1m>  one  ilcfect  of 
the  proposjiL  Inquiries  held  under  the 
present  Provisional  Order  system  vary 
according  to  the  irnpoitanee  of  the  Pro- 
visional (>rders.  Sonjetimes  the  inquiry 
is  very  impntaut,  and  in  a  recent  iiistanco 
the  President  of  tho  Btwird  of  Trade  him- 
self presided  over  the  inquiry.  But  many 
inquiries  are  hf^ld  und<*r  th<'  siq>ervision 
of  arv  ins[x*^tor  i>r  souu*  otht^r  hepart- 
mental  offieial.  Tlrat  gives  at)  elasticity 
to  the  system.  It  seems  to  me  that  one 
defect  of  the  new  proposal  is  thai,  no  matter 
what  the  im  porta  nee  of  the  subject  of 
im|niry,  the  Manm  eJabomte  machinery  is 
ti)  be  employed. 

Dr.  CLAHK  :  1  ask  leave  of  the  HoUito 
to  withflraw  my  Amendment,  There  i» 
one  point  which  luis  not  lieen  touched 
upon.  Why  I  am  in  favotir  of  tho  fomi 
ondirKlied  in  my  Amendment  is  that  when 
the  system  of  devolution  wa,s  tried  some 
years  ago,  it  was  given  up  because  of  the 
cost ;  for  they  hml  a  Hght  in  the  locality^ 
and  then  two  tights  in  Parliament,  whicb 

riled  up  the  exix^nses.  The  reason  why 
am  very  strongly  ir^  favi>nr  of  having  the 
panel  comfiosed  of  two  IVeis  arul  two 
Conimonei'8  is  that  when  theConunissionera 
go  flown  to  Scotland  to  hold  the  inquiry 
loeal ly  it  is  not  at  ail  liki*ly  that  there 
will  be  an  appeal  to  the  House,  especially 
when  the  iippellant**  may  be  nnilcted  in 
costs. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  3,  aa  amondccl,  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  :-- 

*Srn  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  I  rise  to 
move  the  tirst  of  a  scries  of  Auiendmentd 
which  I  have  drafted  em Ixnlying  a  8chem6- 
My  scheme  is  that,  for  cnnvejuenee  in 
distributing  the  work,  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  should  divide  the  country  into 
dillerent  groups  of  coiuities— say  three; 
!in<l  that  the  Committee  of  Selection  in 
either  House  of  Parliament  should  name 
a  rnunber— I  stjggest  lifty,  or  it  mav  be 
moi  e  or  Itajs^-^-fifty  Pt*ei¥  i 
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in  what  he   said.     I   think   it  is  rather 
anomalous  to  give  the  head  of  a  public 
Department  the  power  of  choosing  the 
Members  to  serve,  especially  when  we  have 
a  well-constituted  machinery  in  this  House 
and  in  the  House  of  Lords,  in  the  shape 
of  the  Committees  of  Selection,  which  has 
always  commanded    the  complete   confi- 
dence of  the  respective  Houses.     Would 
it    not    be   possible    to    introduce   their 
authority  in  the  matter  rather  than  the 
head  of  the  Scotch  Department  ?     These 
are 'points  well  worthy  ef  consideration, 
and  I  trust  that  the  right  hon.  Crcntleman 
will  provide  for  them  when  we  come  to 
discuss  his  plan  in  its  deUiils.     I  can  ohly 
say  that  while  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  | 
has  not  l)een  able  to  fulfil  the  patriotic  ' 
wishes  of  some  Scotch  Members  to  enable  j 
Scotland  to  do  work  for  herself  with  her  | 
own    Peers   and   her   own    Members    of  • 
Parliament,   nobody  else  intervening,  he  , 
has  gone  so  far  to  meet  her  views  on  the 
subject,  and  T  hope  the  scheme  will  be  in  I 
the  main  acceptable.  , 


who  sit  for  Endish  consitnencies  am 
Scotchmen,  and  I  would  not  like  to  see 
them  excluded  from  serving  on  these 
Commissions. 

*Mr.  CROMBIE  (Kincanlineshire) :  I 
congratulate  the  Government  on  the  posi- 
tion they  have  taken  up.  They  have 
met  us  very  fairly.  As  I  understand  it, 
the  Loi-d  Advocate  has  followed  to  some 
extent  an  Amendment  I  put  dowu.  My 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Glasgow,. 
Bridgeton,  has  gtated  that  Scotch  Mem- 
bers are  excluded  from  Scotch  Com- 
mittees in  this  House.  The  best  auBwer 
to  that  statement  is  that  all  this  morning 
I  have  been  sitting  on  a  purely  Scotch 
Committee,  and  that  there  is  also  a  second 
Scotch  Member  on  it. 

Sir  CHAKI.£S  CAMERON:  I  can 
only  say  that  I  was  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Selection  for  a  great  many 
years,  and  the  nile  was  not  to  elect 
Scotch  Members  on  Scotch  Committees. 


Mr.  STUART-WORTLEY:  I  wish 
to  thank  the  Government  for  the  con- 
cession which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  made  to  the  feelings  of  a  large  number 
of  hon.  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House.  I  have  a  full  conviction  that  there 
will  Ikj  no  difficulty  in  getting  Members  of 
the  House  of  Commons  to  accept  this  im- 
portant and  dignified  public  service.  The 
objection  that  this  panel  is  to  l)e  fixed  by 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  together  with 
the  ChairuKMi  of  Committees,  is  not  par- 
ticularly relevant.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  these  tribunals  may  have  to  l)e 
selected  when  the  House  is  not  sitting. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  I  should 
have  explained  that  I  provide  in  my 
Amendment  for  the  selection  of  the  Com- 
missioners l)y  the  Chairmen  of  Com- 
mittees when  the  Committee  of  Selection 
is  not  sitting. 

Mr.  STUART-WORTLEY :  That  is  a 
matter  of  detail  which  can  be  provided 
for  afterwards.  I  am  disposed  to  enter  a 
caveat  against  aiu^  limiting  or  restricting 
words  which  wHl  have  the  effect  of 
limiting  the  choice  to  Scotch  Members  or 
Scotch  Peers.  A  number  of  Peers  in  the 
House  of  Lords  sit  there  in  a  representa- 
tive character,  and  others  sit  as  British 
Peers.  Again,  a  number  of  distinguished 
and   energetic    Members   of    this   House 

Sir  II.  C(n<)j )/w'll-B(iiuieniwu. 


*Mr.    CROMBIE:     In    the    evidence 
of  the   late   Sir  John   Mowbray  on   the 
subject   he   said   there   was  no    rule   on 
the  matter,  but  the  custom  had  arisen^ 
and  the  reason  was  that,  for   the  conve- 
I  nience     of     hon.    Members,    Bill*    were 
I  grouped    in    such  a  way    that  Meml)ers 
I  who  sat  on  the  Committees  on  ojie  group 
j  of    Bills   might  be  eligible   for    all    the 
j  Bills  on   the  group.      If  a   Scotch   Bill 
I  happens    to    be    grouped   with     English 
I  Bills,  a  Scotch  Member  might  ait  iu  Com- 
I  mittee  upon  it.     I  hope  that  in  an\'  case 
I  the    Lord   Advocate    will    accept    some 
[  Amendment  which  will  make  it  perfectly 
I  clear  that  Scotch  Members  arc  to  be  put 
I  on  such  Committees,  and  that  they  are  to 
I  be  prefened  to  other  Members. "  But  I 
am  not  inclined  to  press  for  limiting  the 
composition  of  the  Committees  to  Scotch 
Members,  as  it  would  be  more  likely  to 
involve  an  appeal  to  the    outside  panel 
At  present  you  work  a  Bill  upstairs  with 
a  Committee   of    foiu*  Members,   and  if 
appealed  to  lx)th  Houses  eight  ^Iembers ; 
whereas  under    the  procedure   proposed 
by-  this   Bill   there  will    be    four  Mem- 
bers only  employed  l>efore  the  Pro\isional 
Order  passes  through  the   whole   of  its 
course.     Therefore  it  seems   to  me  that 
you  are  actually  reducing  the  number  of 
Members  of  Parliament  required.     I  hope 
my  hon.  friend  will  stick  to  his  Ameiui- 
ment,  that  the  Chairmen  of  Committees^ 
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and   not  the  Scotch  Secretary,  will  elect 
the  panels. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs)  :  I 
do  not  quite  so  readily  accept  the  conces- 
sions made  by  the  Lord  Advocate  as  my 
hon.  friend.  I  looked  upon  this  Bill  as  a 
useful  measure  because  it  had  a  certain 
Scotch  Havour  about  it,  and  for  the  life  of 
me  I  cannot  see  why  the  Lord  Advocate 
should  have  departed  from  his  original 
intention.  I  would  rather  have  had  the 
Bill  as  it  originally  stood  than  in  the 
state  in  which  it  at  present  stands,  for 
except  on  a  very  few  points  we  will  be 
practically  where  we  were.  Take,  for 
instance,  the  proposal  to  bring  English 
Members  into  the  panel,  or  take  again  the 
proposal  that  the  panel  may  sit  in  any 
place  they  may  choose.  My  idea  was 
that  the  Committee  was  to  sit  in  Scotland  ; 
but  if  English  Meml>ers  are  to  be  on  the 
panel  it  is  a  very  big  order  indeed  to  ask 
them  to  go  up  to  Scotland  and  sit  there 
in  judgment  on  a  Scotch  Bill. 

xMr.  a.  G.  MURRAY:  I  certainly 
mean  that  the  inquiry  shall  be  made 
locally,  and  I  propose  to  accept  an 
Amendment  which  stands  in  the  name  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the 
Bonier  Burghs,  that  the  Commissioners 
should  sit  iu  Scotland. 

Mk.  DALZIEL  :  Well,  if  we  have  local 
inquiry,  and  if  English  Members  are 
going  to  be  used  in  these  inquiries,  they 
will  have  to  go  down  to  Scotland  to 
perform  their  functions.  That  is  a  tall 
order  indeed.  Although  it  might  be 
popular  if  they  sat  in  the  middle  of 
August,  I  do  not  think  that  English 
Members  will  do  their  duty  with  great 
equanimity  if  they  have  to  go  down  to 
Scotland  in  the  middle  of  Novenil)er  or 
December.  This  Amendment  shows  weak- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  Government.  It  is 
ridiculous  that  English  Members  shouldgo 
up  to  Scotland  in  mid-winter  to  sit  on  a 
little  liailway  Bill.  If  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman will  consent  to  give  the  preference 
to  Scottish  Members  and  Scotch  Peers,  I 
think  he  will  greatly  improve  the  value  of 
the  Bill.  There  is  only  one  other  point  I 
wish  to  enforce,  and  that  is  that  the 
appointment  of  the  Committees  should  be 
made  by  the  Committees  of  Selection,  and 
that  the  panel  ought  not  to  be  appointed 
for  five  years.  The  panel  ought  to  be 
appointed  every  year. 


Mr.   a.   G.    MURRAY :    If  the  hon 
Member  for  Caithness  will  withdraw  his. 
!  Amendment,  all  these  matters  will  come 
i  up  for  discussion  on  the  new  clause. 

i 

I      Captain    SINCLAIR    (Forfar):  I  do 
not  wish  to  delay  progress,  but  I  want  to 
\  point  out  what  seems  to  Imj  one  defect  of 
the  proposal.       Inquiries  held  under  the 
j  present   Provisional  Order   system   vary 
according  to  the  importance  of  the  Pro- 
visional Orders.     Sometimes  the  inquiry 
j  is  very  important,  and  in  a  recent  instance 
I  the  President  of  the  Bi)ard  of  Trade  him- 
:  self  presided  over  the  inquiry.    But  many 
inquiries  are  held  under  the  8uper>'i8ion. 
;  of  an   inspector   or  mn\Q  other  Depart- 
mental official.     That  gives  an  elasticity 
i  to  the  system.     It  seems  to  me  that  one 
I  defect  of  the  new  proposal  is  that,  no  matter 
what   the   importance  of  the  subject   of 
ini^uiry,  the  same  elaborate  machinery  is 
to  be  employed. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  I  a.sk  leave  of  the  House 
to  withdraw  my  Amendment.  There  is 
one  point  which  has  not  been  touched 
upon.  Why  I  am  in  favour  of  the  form 
emlxxlied  in  my  Amendment  is  that  when 
the  system  of  devolution  was  tried  some 

!  years  ago,  it  was  given  up  because  of  the 
cost ;  for  they  had  a  fight  in  the  locality, 
and  then  two  fights  in  Parliament,  which 
piled  up  the  ex|)enses.  The  reason  why 
I  am  very  strongly  in  favour  of  having  the 

.  panel  com]x)sed  of  two  Peers  and  two 
Commoners  is  that  when  the  Commissioners 
go  down  to  Scotland  to  hold  the  inquiry 
locally  it  is  not  at  all  likely  that  there 
\\\\\  be  an  appi'al  to  the  House,  esjMJciall}'- 

■  when  the  appellants  may  be  nuilcted  in 
costs. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  3,  as  amended,  agree<l  to. 

Clause  4 :-  - 

I      ♦Sir  CHAKLF>;  CAMERON  :  I  rise  to 

.  move  the  first  of  a  series  of  Amendments 

which  I  have  drafted  embodying  a  scheme. 

My   scheme   is   that,  for  convenience   in 

distributing  the  work,  the  Secretary  for 

,  Scotland  should  divide  the  country  into 

j  different   groups  of  counties — siiy  three ; 

and  that  the  Committee  of  Selection  in 

either  House  of  Parliament  should  name 

a   luunber-   I  suggest  fifty,  or  it  mav  be 

more  or  less — fiftv  Peel's  and  ^Sxx  \Ns£^- 
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bers  of  this  House,  and  that  these  should 
Ve  divided  into  as  many  panels  as  there  are 
groups  of  counties.  When  a  Bill  is  to  be 
referred  to  oi  •  of  these  tribunals,  I  propose 
that  the  Ccmmittee  of  Selection  shall  nomi- 
nate the  Members  from  the  appropriate 
panel.  Further,  I  propose  that  the 
tribunal  shall  consist  of  two  Members  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  two  Members  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  the  Chairman  to 
be  alternately  a  Member  of  the  House  of 
Lords  and  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  to  be  nominated  also  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Selection.  I  have  contemplated 
that  it  might  l)e  necessary  to  elect  a 
tribunal  when  the  Committee  of  Selection 
is  not  sitting.  In  that  case  the  election 
will  be  made  by  the  Chairmen  of  Com- 
mittees alone.  I  think  that  the  present 
proposals  are  somewhat  crude,  And  that 
this  is  a  matter  in  which  you  cannot  have 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  kept  too  much 
out  of  the  business  of  selection.  It  is 
most  important  that  there  should  be  no 
suspicion  whatever  as  to  any  possibility 
®f  his  packing  the  Committee.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land would  do  so  ;  but  if  you  had  him 
selecting,  from  all  the  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment, one  Member  of  this  House,  or  two 
or  three  Members  from  the  other  House, 
you  would  have  a  Committee  in  whicU 
there  would  be  no  public  confidence  at  all. 
The  reason  why  Parliamentary  Commit- 
tees command  so  much  confidence  is  that 
they  are  an  impartial  tribunal  nominated 
in  either  House.  As  compared  with  the 
proposal  of  the  Lord  Advocate,  every 
one  of  the  schemes  placed  on  the  Paper 
has  the  merit  of  being  worked  out  in 
detail  and  thoroughly  thought  out ;  but  I 
must  say  that  the  Lord  Advocate's  pro- 
posal is  cnide,  and  has  certainly  not  been 
worked  out  so  thoroughly  as  the  others. 
The  Leader  of  the  Opposition  pointed  out 
that  the  words  the  Lord  Advocate  pro- 
posed to  embody  in  the  Bill  gave  us  not 
the  slightest  inkling  as  to  the  proportion 
of  the  Members  of  the  House  of  Lords 
and  of  this  House  to  be  represented  on 
the  Committees.  It  is  a  matter  of  con- 
stitutional importance  that  the  Com- 
mittees appointed  under  this  Measure 
should  be  representative  of  the  two 
Houses,  and  the  obvious  way  to  do  that 
is  to  have  an  equal  number  of  Members 
from  each  House.  I  believe  the  proposal 
of  the  Lord  Advocate  will  require  to  be 
entirely  redrafted.  You  have  no 
machinery  whatever  for  the  representa- 
Sir  Charles  Cameron, 


tion  of  this  House  or  the  other  House  on 
these  Parliamentary  tribunals,  but  the 
selection  is  entrusted  without  any  check 
to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  acting 
jointly  with  the  Chairmen  of  Committees. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  find  it 
necessary  to  give  principle  of  equilibrium 
to  the  clause  by  inserting  some  machinery 
for  the  election  of  Members  of  this  House 
and  the  other  House  infinitely  more  elabo- 
rate than  he  has  embodied  in  the  BilL 
Whether  you  are  going  to  have  such  a 
system  of  grouping  as  i  propose,  or  not, 
it  is-  most  important  that  we  should  re- 
move the  barrier  at  present  existing 
against  Scotch  Members  sitting  on  Scot<i 
(Jommittees.  It  is  said  that  there  is  no 
constitutional  disability  on  the  part  of 
Scotch  Members  sitting  on  Scotch  Bilk 
That  is  tnie,  but  in  the  whole  course  of  my 
experience  1  never  knew  of  the  appointr 
ment  of  a  Scotch  Member  upon  a  group 
of  Scotch  Bills.  I  believe  if  Scotch  Members 
were  plAced  on  these  Committees  in  pro- 
portion to  their  numbers  in  this  House 
that  they  would  serve  where  English 
Members  would  not.  But  in  order  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  serving  they  must 
be  upon  the  panel. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  ]  3,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  a  panel,  and  insert  the  word  '  panels '  instead 
thereof." — (Sir  Charles  Cameron,) 


Question  proposed,    "  That  the  words 
*  a  panel '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 


Mr.  a.  G.  MURRAY  :  The  CTeat^ 
part  of  the  hon.  Baronet's  remarks  are 
really  more  appropnate  to  Clause  5  than 
Clause  4,  because  obviously  the  place  to 
deal  with  an  Amendment  of  this  kind  is 
the  last  section  in  Clause  5.  All  that  we 
have  to  do  at  present  is  to  see  how  we  are 
to  deal  between  the  hon.  Baronet's  scheme 
and  the  scheme  put  forw^ard  by  the  Govern- 
ment. I  can  assure  him  he  will  find  that 
the  Grovernment  scheme  has  been  very 
carefully  drafted,  and  I  do  not  think  he 
>vill  find  it  any  more  slipshod  than  any 
Amendment  on  the  Paper.  The  only 
question  that  arises  here  is  w^hethcr  we 
shall  have  upon  the  panel  members  other 
than  Members  of  Parliament.  I  have  al- 
ready explained  that  it  is  necessary  to 
have  other  people,  and  some  word  or  other 
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is  necessary  to  describe  other  people.  I  this  matter  is  to  make  the  Bill  as  simple 
^hink  "  panel  "  is  as  convenient  a  word  as 
-SLiiy  other,  and  the  whole  scope  of  this 
clause  is  simply  to  provide  for  the  selec- 
tion of  those  people  other  than  Members 
•of  Parliament.  Under  the  circumstances 
I  cannot  accept  the  hon.  Baronet's  Amend- 
ment. 


Mr,  DALZIEL:  I  am  sorry  that  I 
cannot,  in  this  case,  ^ee  with  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  fiironet,  but  I  think 
iihat  if  his  scheme  were  adopted  it  would 
lead  to  too  great  a  complication,  and  pre- 
judice the  popularity  of  the  measure. 
With  regard  to  the  objections  of  the  Lord 
Advocate,  I  might  point  out  that  the 
panel  is  going  to  contain  1,200  people  al- 
ready. It  is  to  contain  both  Houses  of 
Parliament.    I  think  that  a  great  thing  in 


Mr,  CALDWELL  :  In  forming  the 
panel,  Scotland,  I  think,  should  be  divided 
into  three  or  four  groups,  with  the  idea 
of  having  a  wider  area  from  which  you 
could  select  the  panel  with  reference  to 
any  particular  Bill,  and  in  that  way  you 
would  be  able  to  make  a  selection  without 
any  invidious  distinctions.  When  you  came 
to  a  particular  Bill  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion would  consider  the  panel,  and  in  that 
way  there  would  be  a  certain  amount  of 
limitation  in  the  selection.  The  advantage 
of  a  system  of  this  kind  would  be  that 
there  would  not  be  such  a  continuous  ap- 

g ointment  of  particular  persons  for  special 
ills. 

The  Committee  divided  :  Ayes,  135  j 
Noes,  48.     (Division  List  No.  197.) 


Ashmead-Bartlett,  Sir  Ellis 
Atkinson,  Rt  Hon.  John 
'Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Balfour,Rt.HoB.G  W.  (Leeds) 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Barton,  Dunbar  Plunkett 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Beresford,  I^rd  Charles 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Blakiston-Houstoo,  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bond,  Edward 
Brodrick,  Kt  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montague 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  Jan  e^ 
*Carmicbael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 
Oauston,  Richard  Knij^ht 
•Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
(Chamberlain,  J  Austen(  Worc'r 
•Clare,  Ootavius  Leigh 
•Cochrane,  Hon.  Thoe.  H.  AE. 
Cogbill,  Douglas  Harry 
Cohen,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  A. 
Corbett,  A.Cameron(GIa8gow) 
Crombie,  John  William 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cruddas,  William  Donaldson 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curran,  Thos.  B,  (Donegal) 
Cnrron,  Vi«connt 
Palkftith,  Esrl  of 
Don  kin,  Richard  Sim 
Tkmfilaf*,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  William  Theodore 
Dunoomhe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Tardell,  Sir  T.  G«orjre 
Pellowes,  Hon  Ailwvn  Edw. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flower,  Em»«t 
l^olk^tone.  Viscount 
Fry,  T^wiR 
Oarfit,  William 


AYES. 

Godson,  Sir  Augustus  F. 
Goldsworthy,  Major* General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gor8t,Rt.Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gray, Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D,  (Wednesbury) 
Hamilton, Rt.Hn.  Lord  Geoige 
Hamond,  Sir  C.  (Newcastle) 
Hanhury.  Rt.  Hon.  R  W. 
HedderAvick,  Thos.  Charles  H. 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks  N.R.) 
Jebb,  Richai'd  Claverhouse 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir.  J.  H. 
Kimber,  Henry 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  Geo.  Smyth 
Laurie,  Lieut-General 
Lawrence,Sir£.Duming-(Com 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leieh-Biennett,  Henry  Currie 
Looer.  Gerald  Walter  Ersldne 
Ix)ng,  Rt.Hn.Walter(Liverp'l) 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkroan 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
M*Iver,SirL.  (Edinburgh,  W.) 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Middlomore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milton,  Viscount 
Milwutl,  Colonel  Victor 
Morrell,  Geonje  Herbert 
Morrison,  Waiter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  George  i 

Murray,  Rt  Hn.  A  O.  (Bute)  j 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham (Bath  j 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 


Phill potts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pilkington,  R.  (LancsNewton) 
Piatt- Hi ggins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edin.) 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert( Hackney) 
Round  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Ru8sell,Gen.F.S.(Cheltenham 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  H.  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T, 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  JamesParker(  Lanarks) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (St'nd) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strauss^  Arthur 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(Ox.Umy.) 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Ure,  Alexander 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell-  (Birm. 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,J.W.(Worcestersh.N.) 
Wolff,  Gustav  Wilhelm 
Wortley,Rt.Hon.C.B.  Stuart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
VVyndham,  George 
Wyvill.Marmaduke  D'Arcy 
Yuung,Cointnander  Berks,£.) 

Tl^LLEKS    FOK     TIIE:     AY£S— 

Sir  William  WaltwNsi^  %3cA. 
Mr.  Anstruther 


1567       .    PriviUe  Legislation  {COMMONS}         Promlure  {Scat land)  Bill    1568? 


Allan,  William  {(lates-head)  1 
Bay  ley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire)  ■ 
BillBon,  Alfred  | 

Bums,  John  | 

Carvill,  Patrick  (ieorge  H.  i 
Clark,Dr.(;.B.  (Caithness-sh.)  i 
Clough.  Walter  Owen  1 

Comniins,  Andrew  I 

Curran,  Thoman  (Sligo,  S.)  , 
Davitt,  Michael  ; 

Doogan,  P.  C.  ' 

Evaiip,  Samuel  T. ((Glamorgan)  ' 
Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.)  ' 
Fenwick,  Charles  | 

Flavin,  Michael  Josepli  I 

(Ubney,  James  i 

Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 


NOES. 

Gourley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Harwood,  George 
Horniman,  Frederic  John 
Humphreys  Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jordan.  Jeremiah 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
MacNeill,  J.  Gordon  Swift 
M'Ghee,  Kichard 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred 
Morgan,  J.  L.  (Carmarthen) 
linkerton,  John 


I   Ridkett,  J.  Compton 
I   Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
I  Souttar,  Robiuson 
j  Spicer,  AUiert 
I  Stead  man.  William  Charles 
I  Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W> 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Whitt&ker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  John  C.  (Notts.) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrougb> 
Tellkks   for    the    Noes- 
Sir    Charles    Caineroti  and 
Mr.  Caldwell. 


Mr.  CALDWELL  :  I  notice  that  the  i  would  be  niade  by  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
next  Amendment  is  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  i  land.  I  quite  admit  that  very  likely  this 
Member  for  Kridgeton,  who  has  not  yet  ■  outside  panel  would  not  Ix;  required  to 
returned — to  leave  out  from  **  panel "  to  act,  as  probably  from  Members  of  Parlia- 
the   end   of   line    15.      I   do   not    know  i  ment  alone  a   sufficient  panel    would  be 


whether   the  Lord   Advocate   will   insist 
upon  those  words. 


Mk.  A.  G.  MURRAY 
they  are  necessary. 


I  really  think 


Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON :  The  last  i 
Division  1  think,  settled  this  question,  and  i 
I  propose  to  leave  the  matter  with  the  , 
Lord  Advocate. 

I 

Mr.  CALDWELL:  The  hon.  Member' 
for  the  llawick  Rurghs  is  not  here  to  I 
move  his  Amendment,  but  I  have  no  | 
doubt  that  he  feels  very  strongly  that  the 
selection  of  the  25  members  of  the  outside 
})anel  should  not  be  left  in  the  hands  of 
the  Chairmen  acting  jointly  with  the  Sec- 
retary for  Scotland.  In  i*egard  to  deter- 
miin'ng  whether  any  part  of  tiie  Rill  should 
proceed  by  Provisional  Order  oi*  by  Private 
Rill,  it  has  already  been  pointed  out  that 
the  Chairman  had  so  nuich  work  to  do 
that  the  proposal  was  imposing  very  great 
M'oik  upon  him.  You  are  here  imposing 
upon  him  a  burden  of  a  kind  which  is 
altogether  foreign  to  any  experience  that 
he  has  in  this  House.  In  regard  to  de- 
ciding under  which  method  a  Rill  should 
proceed,  there  can  be  no  doul)t  whatever 
that  the  Chairman  naturally  is  the  best 
authority  if  he  had  the  time  for  the  work, 
Imt  this  is  a  different  matter  altogether. 
AVhat  paiticular  knowledge  would  the 
Chaii-man  have  of  people  in  Scotland  1  I 
do  not  consider  that  the  Chairman  has 
necessiirily  the  requisite  experience  to 
select  men  of  the  kind  desired,  arid  the 
practical  result  Avould  bethat  the  selection 


I  found,  and  that  minimises  the  point  here, 
'  I  therefore  move  to  leave  out  the  Mords 
!  "  the  chairmen  acting  jointly  with  the 
,  Secretary  for  Scotland  "  in  order  to  insert 
I  "the  Committee  of  Selection  of  either 
I  House." 

Amendment  proposed — 

"In  page  3,  line  18,  to  leave  out  from  the 
hrst  *The/  to  'Scotland/  in  line  19,  and 
insert  *  Coniniittee  of  Selection  of  eithw 
House. '  "—(-V/-  Caldmll.) 


Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  pirt  of  the 
clause." 

Mr.  a.  G.  MURRAY :  I  do  not  think 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Hawick  Burgh* 
would  have  moved  this  Amendment  if  he 
had  been  here.  This  clause  has  simply  to 
do  with  the  selection  of  the  outside  Com- 
missioners. I  quite  agiee  tliat  perhaps 
the  Chainnaii  has  not  a  great  deal  of  ei- 
perience  on  this  point.  The  alteniatire 
of  the  hon.  Member  is  the  Committee  d 
Selection.  Surely  the  Committee  of  Se- 
lection are  not  the  people  to  select  an 
outside  body.  Thev  have  just  as  little 
knowledge  as  the  Chairman  would  have, 
and  have  far  less  flexibility.  If  I  had 
been  drafting  the  clause  myself  1  should 
have  been  inclined  to  put  the  Secrtiarr 
for  Scotland  alone,  because  he  knows 
more  about  tlie  people.  But  there  is  » 
jealousy  about  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
doing  anything  himself,  and  I  am  veir 
anxious  to  meet  that  feeling,  and  I  ha^^ 
therefore  associated  ^ith  him  the  ivo 
Chainner. 
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Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW:  Imay  oxplainat  I 
once  that  this  Amendment  was  put  down  ; 
as  part  of  the  general  scheme  of  Amend-  ■ 
ments   which   1   laid  before   the   House. 
It   was  appropriate  to  that  scheme,  but 
the   substantial   puq)08e   of  it   has   been  j 
served  by  the  concessions  of  Her  Majesty's  ! 
Government.      I  understand     now    that ' 
Section    4  is    to    be    confined     to    the ' 
extra-Parliamentary   panel,   and    by   the ' 
provisions  of  Section  5  there  is  to  be  pro- 1 
posed    a   Parliamentary    panel,    so   that 
Section  4  will  only  operate  if  the  provi- ' 
sions  of  Section  5  should  fail  to  come  into 
operation.    Acconlingly,  I  should  not  my- 
self insist  upon  the  Amendment,  because 
while  the  Committee  of  Selection  of  the 
House   of   Commons  is  most  appropriate 
for  the  selection  of   inCer-Parrliamentary 
bodies,  it  is  not  at  all  a  proper  IxKly  for  ; 
selecting,  this  panel,  which  is  only  to  be, 
as  it  were,  a  dernier  ressorf  after  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  in  regard  to  the 
Parliamentary  pjinel  have  faile<i. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  I  take  it  that  this  panel 
is  not  to  be  limited  to  Scotch  people  ;  the 
Secretary   for  Scotland  may  appoint  an  ' 
Irishman,  or  a   Welshman,  or  an  Ameri- 1 
can  ;  there  is  no  limitation.     Hence  you 
could  not  expect  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion   to    know    nuich    more    al)out   the 
matter  than  the  two  Chairmen  and  the 
Secretary   for  Scotland.     I   think  under  . 
the     circumstances     the     hon.    Member  j 
should  withdraw  his  Amendment   and  let  , 
the  Lonl  Advocate  get  this  portion,  if  it  j 
is  only  a  panel  jns  tiller — only  to  be  used  ' 
if  the  other  cannot  be  got.  | 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

An  Amendment  niiwle. 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  I  think 
it  will  be  found  that  this  panel  is 
altogether  useless,  and  if  the  words  "  may 
if  they  considtjr  it  necossiuy "  were  in- 
serted it  would  Ik)  optional  for  future 
Secretaries  for  Scotland  to  appoint  a  p«inel 
or  not,  as  it  was  found  necessary.  As 
the  Bill  stands  all  future  Secretaries  for 
Scotland  would  be  called  ui)on  to  appoint 
these  25  pers^^ns.  Therefore  I  propose 
this  Amendment,  the  object  of  which  is 
simply  ti)  givt;  the  op|)ortunity  of 
dropping  the  machinery  if  it  is  found  un- 
necessary. 

Amendment  pn)iH>sed  — 

"  In  iwge  3,  line  20,  to  leave  ont  *  nhall,'  and 
inftert  *inay  if  they  oon-siiler  it  necew*ary.'  "— 
{Sir  Chavli's  CtniitroH.) 


Question  proposed,    "That  the  word 
*  shall '  stand  pr rw  of  clause." 

Mr.  a.  O.  MURRAY:    I    hope   the- 
Amendment  will  not  be  pressed,  as  I  think  • 
the  words  had  much  better  be  left  as  they 
are. 

Sir    CHARLES   CAMERON:   It   i«;^ 
not  worth  dividing  upon,  and  if  the  hoiu 
Gentleman  thinks  it  will  save  his  face  to> 
leave  it  as  it  stands,  I  will  not  press  the 
Amendment. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  It  seems  to  me  it  is  not 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  but  the  Chair- 
men who  are  to  appoint,  and  they  are  to 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  to  assist 
them.  We  take  it  that  the  present 
Chairmen  and  the  present  Secretary  for  • 
Scotland  will  appoint  this  committee,  and 
perhaps  for  the  next  five,  ten  or  fifteen, 
yeai-s  it  may  be  appointed  ;  ])ut  surely  if 
it  is  found  unnecessary  you  do  not  want 
the  trouble  and  expense  of  forming  a 
panel  which  is  never  used.  The  view  is 
that  1,200  Members  of  Parliament  should 
form  one  panel,  but  if  sutficient  Members 
camiQt  be  obtained  this  other  panel  is  to  be 
called  in.  If,  however,  plenty  of  Members 
are  found,  this  clause  might  fall  into  dis- 
use. Surely  it  might  be  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Chairmen  whether  the  panel 
should  be  appointed.  At  any  rate  the 
Amendment  can  do  no  harm. 

Mr.     CALDWELL:      If     experience 

shows,  as  I  have  no  doubt  it  will,  that 

there    are    plenty    of    Members    to    bo 

obtained,    it   wilf    not    l)e    advisable   to 

appoint  a  ptuiel  of  this  kind.     For  one 

thing  it  is  invidious,  because  when  there 

are  certain  men  appointed  on  the  panel 

I  there  is  the  difficulty  of  selecting  particu- 

I  lar  men.     It  will  also  be  a  very  awkwanl 

I  thing  to  select  a  panel  when  you  know 

perfectly  well  that  that  panel  is  not  at  all 

likely  to  be  used. 

'      Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMANr. 
I  do  not  in  the  least  desire  to  antici- 
pate anybody  else,  but  I  suppose  we 
are  now  on  the  number  of  the  peuiel,  which 
is  supposed  to  be  25.  Is  not  that  number 
excessive,  if  it  is  to  be  a  real  thing  at  all, 
and  if  those  who  are  put  upon  the  panel 
are  to  be  capable  and  competent  men  ?  I 
do  not  sav  that  25  such  men  w*^  \NKiOw5v 
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})ers  of  this  House,  and  that  these  should 
te  divided  into  as  many  panels  as  theie  are 
groups  of  counties,  when  a  Bill  is  to  be 
referred  to  or  •  of  these  tribunals,  I  propose 
that  the  Ccmmittee  of  Selection  shall  nomi- 
nate the  Members  from  the  appropriate 
panel.  Further,  I  propose  that  the 
tribunal  shall  consist  of  two  Members  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  two  Members  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  the  Chairman  to 
be  alternately  a  Member  of  the  House  of 
Lords  and  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  to  be  nominated  also  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Selection.  I  have  contemplated 
that  it  might  be  necessary  to  elect  a 
tribunal  when  the  Committee  of  Selection 
is  not  sitting.  In  that  case  the  election 
will  be  made  by  the  Chainnen  of  Com- 
mittees alone.  I  think  that  the  present 
proposals  are  somewhat  crude,  ^nd  that 
this  is  a  matter  in  which  you  cannot  have 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  kept  too  much 
out  of  the  business  of  selection.  It  is 
most  importar.t  that  there  should  be  no 
suspicion  whatever  as  to  any  possibility 
©f  his  packing  the  Committee.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  the  Secretary  f(^r  Scot- 
land would  do  so  ;  but  if  you  had  him 
selecting,  from  all  the  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment, one  Member  of  this  House,  or  two 
or  three  Members  from  the  other  House, 
you  would  have  a  Committee  in  which 
there  would  ])e  no  pu])lic  confidence  at  all. 
The  reason  why  Parliamentary  Commit- 
tees command  so  nnich  confidence  is  that 
they  are  an  impartial  tribunal  nominated 
in  either  House.  As  compared  with  the 
proposal  of  the  Lord  Advocate,  every 
one  of  the  schemes  placed  on  the  Paper 
has  the  merit  of  being  worked  out  in 
detail  and  thoroughly  thought  out ;  but  I 
must  say  that  the  Lord  Advocate's  pro- 
posal is  cnide,  and  has  certainly  not  been 
worked  out  so  thoroughly  as  the  othei's. 
The  Leader  of  the  Opposition  pointed  out 
that  the  words  the  Lord  Advocate  pro- 
posed to  em])ody  in  the  Bill  gave  us  not 
the  slightest  inkling  as  to  the  proportion 
of  the  Mcmbei-s  of  the  House  of  Lords 
and  of  this  House  to  be  represented  on 
the  Committees.  It  is  a  matter  of  con- 
stitutional importance  that  the  C<mi- 
mittees  appointed  under  this  Measure 
should  be  representative  of  the  two 
Houses,  and  the  obvious  way  to  do  that 
is  to  have  an  equal  inimber  of  Membere 
from  each  House.  I  believe  the  proposal 
of  the  Lonl  Advocate  will  require  to  be 
entirely  redrafted.  You  have  no 
machinery  whatever  for  the  representa- 

Sir  Charks  Cameron. 


tion  of  this  House  or  the  other  House  on 
these  Parliamentary  tribunals,  but  the 
selection  is  entnisted  without  any  check 
to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  acting 
jointly  with  the  Chairmen  of  Gommittees. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  find  it 
necessary  to  give  principle  of  equilibrium 
to  the  clause  by  inserting  some  machinery 
for  the  election  of  Members  of  this  House 
and  the  other  House  infinitely  more  elabo- 
rate than  ho  has  embodied  in  the  Bill 
Whether  you  are  going  to  have  such  a 
system  of  grouping  as  I  propose,  or  not, 
it  is  most  important  that  we  should  re- 
move the  barrier  at  present  existing 
against  Scoteh  Members  sitting  on  Scotch 
Committees.  It  is  said  that  there  is  no 
constitutional  disability  on  the  part  of 
Scotch  Meml)ers  sitting  on  Scotch  Bilk 
That  is  tnie,  but  in  the  whole  course  of  my 
experience  I  never  knew  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Scotch  Member  upon  a  group 
of  Scotch  Bills.  I  believe  if  Scotch  Members 
I  were  placed  on  these  Committees  in  pro- 
I  portion  to  their  numbers  in  this  House 
:  that  they  would  ser^x  where  English 
Members  would  not.  But  in  order  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  ser\ing  they  must 
bo  upon  the  panel. 

Amendment  proposed — 
I 

j  "In  page  3,  line  13,  to  leave  out  the 
'  '  a  i»anel,  and  insert  the  word  *  panels ' ' 
'  thereof."— (*i?tr  Charles  Camavn.) 

i 

I 

I      Question  proposed,    "  That  the  words 
I  '  a  panel '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

I 

I  Mr.  a.  G.  MURRAY :  The  m«ter 
I  part  of  the  hon.  Baronet's  remancs  an 
I  reiilly  more  appropriate  to  Clause  5  than 
!  Clause  4,  because  obviously  the  plaoe  to 
!  deal  with  an  Amendment  of  this  kind  is 
!  the  last  section  in  Clause  5.  All  thst  we 
I  have  to  do  at  present  is  to  see  how  we  an 
I  to  deal  between  the  hon.  Baronet's  scheae 
,  and  the  scheme  put  forward  by  the  Govenh 
I  ment.  I  can  assiu*e  him  he  will  find  that 
I  the  Government  scheme  has  been  very 
.  carefully  drafted,  and  I  do  not  think  to 
I  will  find  it  any  more  slipshod  than  any 
Amendment  on  the  Paper.  The  on]|y 
(question  that  arises  here  is  whether  wa 
j  shall  have  upon  the  panel  members  oUmt 
,  thaTi  Meni})ers  of  Parliament.  I  haveai- 
'  rea<ly  explained  that  it  is  necessary  to 
.  have  other  people,  and  some  wonl  or  othsr 
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to  descrilie  otiicr  people.  I 
"  panel  "  is  aa  convenient  a  word  m 
►ther,  and  the  whole  scope  of  this 
is  simply  to  provide  fur  the  selec- 
f  those  people  other  than  Members 
rliament.  Under  the  circumstances 
lot  accept  the  hon.  Baronet^B  Am  end - 


this  matter  is  to  make  the  Bill  as  simple 
rtfi  poHBible, 

Mn.  CALDWELL:  In  forming  the 
panel,  JScotland,  I  think^  should  be  divided 
into  three  or  four  ^nonps,  with  the  idea 
of  having  a  wider  area  from  w  hich  you 
coidd  select  the  panel  with  inference  to 
any  partienlar  Bill,  and  in  that  way  you 
woidd  be  able  Ui  make  a  selection  without 
any  invidious  distinctions.  When  you  came 
t,  in  tliis  ease,  agree  with  the  Amende  i  to  a  particular  Bill  the  Committee  of  Selec* 


.    PALZTEL :    I   am    aorry   that    I 


of  the  hon,  liaronet,  but  I  think 
f  his  scheme  were  adopted  it  would 
o  too  gi*eat  a  cornpHcation,  and  pre- 
!  the  popidarity  of  the  meastire. 
regaril  to  the  objections  of  the  Loi-d 
:ate,  I  tnight  point  out  that  the 
18  going  to  contiiin  1,200  people  al- 
.  It  is 
^ent. 


to  contain  both  Houses  of 
I  think  that  a  great  thing  in 


tiun  would  consider  the  panel,  and  in  that 
way  theie  would  be  a  certain  amount  of 
limitation  in  the  selection.  The  advantage 
of  a  system  of  this  kind  would  be  that 
tbere  woidd  not  be  such  a  continuous  ap- 
pointment of  particular  persons  for  special 
Bills. 

The   Conunittee  divided  :    Ayes,  135  ; 
Noes,  48.     (Division  List  No.  I97») 


sad-lSiirtlett.  Sir  Ellis 
son,  Kt   Hon.  John 
\  James  (Walworth} 
irJtL  Hon.  U  \\\  f  Leeds) 
B,  Frederic  <  lorell 
ti,  Dnntiar  lliinkett 
Fenl inimd  Fni tli  f ul  1 
'ord,  Jx)rd  Cliarles 
n,  roaniiander 
naggree.  Sir  M.  %L 
ilou-Houstoo,  -lohn 
ell.  Colonel  Henry 
Fxiward 

iek,  Rfc.  Hon.  St.  John 
fields  A.  Mimta;;ue 
,  Ht.  Hon.  .Jan  o^ 
ichaelp  Sir  T  !>.  <;iV>Hon- 
on,  I'ickard  Knight 
ner.  Captain  H.  (i,  ^^\ 
berlfttn, J  A  usten  { VV' orcT 
Octavius  Leigh 
ane,  Hon.  Thos.  H.  A  E. 
U,  DouKlfl^  Harry 
It  Benjamin  Louis 
gu,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
m,  Chas.  Edw,  H,  A. 
tt»  A.Canieron{(  Ilasgow) 
hie,  John  William 
Alexander  {HlaiiKOw) 
taa,  Willium  Donaldson 
t>  Hon.  Henry 
n,  ThoR.  H,  (Donegal) 
n,  Visconnt 
rith.  Enrl  of 
in,  Riclmrd  Sim 
la^.  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akera- 
>Td,  William  The<jdore 
imhp.  Hon,  Huhert  V, 
sll.  Sir  T.  C;p«rsre 
^*e»,  Jian  Ailwvn  Edw. 
jr,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
r,  William  Hayes 
ST,  Empftt 
iibone.  Vi«connt 
jewift 
,  William 


AYES. 

Godson,  Sir  Au{(ustu«  F. 
i  1  o Wsworthy,  Maj or  t general 
(.lordon,  Hun.  John  Edward 
Gorflt.RtHon*  Sir  John  Eld  on 
Gosi'hen,  treorjje  J.  (Sussex) 
Goulding.  Edward  Alfred 
Gray, Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (We^lneshury) 
Hamilton  Jit.  Hn.Loid  tieoige 
Hamond,  Sir  V,  {Neweastle| 
Hanhnry.  Ht.  Hon.  K.  W. 
Heiiilerwiuk,  Tho*».  ( "harles  H. 
Hemlerscm,  Alexander 
Hornhvt  Sir  Williaiu  Henry 
Ho  we  lit  William  Tudor 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hutton,  John  tVork?*  N.K.) 
Jehbf  Richard  riaverhouAe 
Johnston,  William  jWlfaj^t) 
Kennuway,  lit,  Hon.  Sir.  J.  H. 
Kindwr,  jplenry 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  iieo.  Smyth 
Laurie,  Lieut-General 
Lawrence»SirE.Durning-((*om 
Lawson,  John  tyrant  (Vorkfi.) 
Lei  lib  Bennett,  Henry  Curiie 
Loder  Gerald  Walter  Er^kine 
Long,  Kt.  H  n,  ^Valter(Li verp*l) 
Lorne»  Marque**  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirk  man 
LucaB-Shadwell,  William 
Macariney,  W.  Ci.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  humming 
M*Iver,Sir  L.  (Edinburgh,  WJ 
Mel  lor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Middle  more,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milton,  Visconnt 
Mil  ward,  Colonel  Victor 
Morrelb  Geor«L^e  Herljcrt 
Monieon,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptforil) 
Mount,  William  (ieorge 
Mnrmy.  Kt.  Hn.  A   i,  lUnte) 
MnrraVt  C'oL  Wyndhain  ( tiath 
Nicol,  Donatd  ^iuian 


Phill potts,  Captain  /Vrthur 
Pilkington,  R.  (Lanc^Xewton) 
P I  a  1 1  -  H  i  jjgi  n  s,  F  red  e  rick 
I'owell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pollock,  Harr\'  Frederick 
PriesLlev*  Sir  vV.  0.  (Edin.) 
Pnrvis,  tiobert 
Pym.  C.  Guy 
Henshaw,  Cnarles  Mine 
Ritchie^  Kt.  Hon.  ('/Thomson 
Ro  l>c  rtso n ,  H  erbert  { H  ac  kney ) 
Round  .ianiea 
Koyd^  i'lement  Molyneux 
K  nssell.G  en.  F.  S.  (Cheltenham 
Rnaselb  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  H.  B.  (Limehouae) 
Sharj»€,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Thomas  i Hawick  B,) 
Skewess-CoXt  Thomas 
Smith,Jame8parker(Lanark8) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (St*nd) 
Stanley*  Lord  (l^anca.) 
Stirling- Max  well  ^  Sir  John  M. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strausis,  Arthur 
Siurt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(Ox,Umv.) 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M* 
Trition,  Charles  Ernest 
Ure,  Alexander 
Valentiai  Viscount 
Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell-  (Birra. 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,  J .  W.  ( Worcei^tersh.  N  J 
Wolfl^  iJuNtav  Willie 3m 
Wort  ley,  lit.  Hon.C.  K  Stuart- 
Wy  1  ie,  A I  e  x an  d er 
Wyndliam,  George 
Wy vil  1  M armadn ke  I  y A rcy 
Young, Com inander  BerkH, fi, ) 
TkLLKHS    FOK     HIE      AVfclS — 

Sir  William   Walrond    and 

Mr,  Anslruther 


1567 


Private  Leqislatioii 


{COMMONS}         Vromlure  {^r^dhnd)  Bill     156? 


Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Bayley,  Thoiiuis  (Derbyshire)  ' 
BillBon,  Alfred  I 

Bums,  John  > 

Carvill,  Patrick  (George  H.        , 
Clark,l)r.(J.B.  (Caithnesssh.)  '■ 
Ciough,  Walter  (.)wen 
Conimins,  Andrew 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S. ) 
Davitt,  Michael  , 

I>oogan,  P.  C.  ' 

£vaiis>,  Samuel  T.((Tlamorgan)  ' 
Farrell,  .James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph  i 

(4ibney,  James  , 

C^oddanl,  Daniel  Ford 


NOES. 

Gourley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Harwood,  George 
Horniman,  Frederic  John 
Humphreys  Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jordan.  Jeremiah 
Kilbri<le,  Denis 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lewis,  .John  Herbert 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
MacNeill,  J.  Gordon  Swift 
M'Ghee,  Ki<'hard 
M'liCod,  John 
Ma<ldison,  Fred 
Morgan,  J.  L.  ((/armarthen) 
linkerton,  Jolm 


Riokett,  J.  Compton 
lioberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Souttar,  Kobiuson 
Spicer,  A11>ert 
Stead  man.  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.)- 
Thomas,  David  A.  (M«rthyr) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
Weir.  Jamc»  Gallowav 
Whitcakor,  Thomas  Palm«r 
WillianiH,  John  C.  (Nott».) 
Wilson,  J.  H.  (Middlesbrongh^ 
Tellkks   for    the   Noks- 

Sir    CharleH    Cameron  tnL 

Mr,  Caldwell. 


Mr.  CALDWKLL:  I  notice  that  the 
next  Anienrlnicnt  is  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  '■ 
Memler  for  Bri(]<^eton,  wlio  has  not  yet  ■ 
returned — to  leave  out  from  "  panel ''  to 
the  end  of  line  15.  I  do  not  know'  , 
Avhethfr  the  Lord  Advocate  will  insist  , 
upon  those  words. 

Mr.  a.  a.  MUURAY:  I   really  think 

they  are  necessary. 

1 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON:  The  last  i 
Division  I  think,  settled  this  iiuestion,  and  i 
I  propose  to  leave  the  matter   witli  the 
Lord  Advocate. 

Mr.  CALDWKLL:  The  hon.  Memlier 
for  the  Hawiek  Rurghs  is  not  here  to 
move  his  Amendment,  hut  I  have  no 
doul)t  that  he  feels  very  strongly  that  the 
selection  r»f  the  1*5  meml)ers  of  the  outside 
panel  should  not  1)e  left  in  the  hands  of 
the  Cliaiiincn  acting  jointly  with  the  Sec- 
retaiy  for  Sct)tland.  In  ivgartl  to  dett'r- 
mim'ng  whether  any  part  ()f  tlie  Rill  should 
proceedl)yRr()visi(inal  Order  or  l»y  Private 
Rill,  it  has  already  heen  pointed  out  that 
the  Chairman  had  so  nuich  W(»rk  to  (h) 
that  the  proposal  was  iuiposing  very  great 
work  u])on  him.  You  aie  here  imposing 
upon  hiui  a  l»unlen  of  a  kind  which  is 
altogether  foivign  to  any  experience  that 
he  has  in  this  House.  In  regard  to  de- 
ciding under  which  method  a  Uill  shoidd 
procei'd,  there  can  l»e  no  (h)u))t  whatever 
that  tli(?  Chairman  naturally  is  the  hcst 
authority  if  he  liad  the  time  for  the  work, 
hut  this  is  a  dirtercnt  matter  altogether. 
"What  paitiiular  knowledge  Avould  the 
Chairman  ha\e  of  j)eople  in  Scotland  ?  I 
do  not  consider  that  th<!  Chairman  has 
necessarily  the  re(|uisite  ex])erifnce  to 
select  nu  n  of  the  kind  desired,  and  the 
j)racri(al  result  would  he  that  the  selection 


would  he  nmde  hy  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land. 1  (piite  admit  that  very  likely  this 
outside  panel  would  not  Iw  required  ta 
act,  as  prohably  from  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment alone  a  sufficient  panel  would  be 
foinid,  and  that  minimises  the  point  here. 
I  therefore  move  to  leave  out  the  word* 
"the  chairmen  acting  jointly  with  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  "  in  order  to  insert 
"the  Committee  of  Selection  of  either 
House."' 

Amendment  propo8e<l — 

•'  In  jm^e  3,  line  IK,  to  leave  out  from  the 
hrst  *The/  to  'St'otland,'  in  line  19,  and 
insert  *  Coniinitteo  of  Selection  of  eitlier 
House. '  "— (J/r.  Cnhhrclf.) 

Question  projx)sed,  "That  the  word* 
pro|K)scd  to  be  left  out  stand  pjirt  of  the 
clause." 

Mk.  a.  CI.  MURliAY:  I  do  not  think 
the  hon.  Mendwr  for  the  Hawick  Burghs 
would  have  moved  this  Amendment  if  he 
had  heen  here.  This  clause  has  simply  to 
do  with  the  selection  of  the  outside  Com- 
missioners. I  ([uite  agi'ee  that  perhap* 
the  Chairman  has  not  a  great  deal  of  ex- 
peiience  on  this  point.  The  alternative 
of  tlie  hon.  Member  is  the  Committee  of 
Selection.  Surely  the  Committee  of  Se 
lection  are  not  the  people  to  select  an 
outside  ImmU'.  They  have  just  as  little 
knowledge  as  the  Chainnan  would  have, 
and  have  far  less  flexibility.  If  I  hid 
been  drafting  the  clause  myself  I  shouU 
have  been  inclincHl  to  put  the  Secrewnr 
for  Seotland  ahme,  because  he  kno*« 
more  about  the  people.  But  there  i«  * 
jealousy  about  the  Sccivtary  for  Scothwl 
doing  anything  himself,  and  I  am  veiy 
anxious  to  nieet  that  feeling,  and  I  h»ve 
then-fore  a.ssociated  with  him  the  t«o 
,  Chainnei^ 
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Mr,  THOMAS  SHAW:  Imay  explainat  ^ 
once  that  this  Amendment  was  put  dowr> 
as  part  of  the  geiiernl  suhome  of  Amond- 
ment8    which    \    \m\\  before   the    HDUse. 
It    wa>*  apprr)|}riate  to  that  scheme,  but 
the    Bubetaiitial   pur|iose   of  tt    ha^   been 
senod  by  the  cnnceasiouH  of  Her  Majei»ty  s  | 
Oovenjuieut.       1  tiriderfltan<l     now    that 
Section    4  ia    to    ISe    contined     to    the 
eJctra-PftrliaTuentary    jwiuel,   aud    by   the 
provisimus  of  Seelioii  5  ih^'iv  iii  to  lie  pn>  i 
posed    a    ParliamentMiy    fiarieK    so    that 
Section  4  will  rjolr   rj| Karate  if  the  pmvi-  ' 
sion»  of  Section  5  should  fail  to  coine  into  i 
opemtion.    Aeeonlingly,  I  should  not  my- 
self iim^   upon  the  Amenduieut,  because  ' 
while  the  Conuuittec  of  Selection   of  the  | 
|Hoii.se    of   ConuuouH  i.s  most  appropriate  ! 
br   the  selection  of   inter-Pmiiaincntary 
Bcxlie^  it  is  not  at  all   a  proper  l>ody  for 
Jplecting  this  piinel,   w  hich  is  ^tuly  to  be^ 
US  it  were,  a  t/ntiirr  tr.o-ttd  after"    the  pro- 

Fmh  of  the  Govertuueut  in  ret^ard  to  the 
rljanientary  panel  have  faileil 

Du.  CLARK  :   Itake  it  that  this  panel 
is  not  to  bi'  limited  to  Scotch  people  ;  the 
Secretary    for  Scotland  may  apj>oint  an 
Irishman,  or  a   Welshman,  or  an  Auieri- 
caii  ;  there  u  no  liniitntiitn.     Hence  you 
could  not  expect  the  Committee  of  Sclec-  1 
tion    to    know    nnicli    more    aljout    the  | 
lUatter  than  the  two  Chairmen  and  tlio  j 
Becretary   for  Scotland.     I   think  under  , 
^be     circunLStance?i     the     hnn.     Member  j 
ihouki  withdmw  his  Amendumnt    and  let 
the.  Lurd  Ailvocato  get  this  pjrtjon,  if  it  i 
is  only  a  ptuel  /ti<  tfllff — only  to  be  used 
*'  the  other  cannot  be  got.  i 

Aioendinent,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

An  Amendment  made.  ! 


SiK  CHARLES  CAMKKON  :  I  think 
Jt  will  be  fomid  that  thi:^  jianel  is 
altogether  usselcss,  and  if  the  wtirds  *' may 
if  they  consider  it  neees^^sary  w»?re  in- 
serted it  would  lie  (iptional  for  future 
Secretaries  for  Scntland  to  appoint  a  panel 
or  not,  as  it  wj^^  frumd  ueccs.s*iry.  A* 
he  Bill  litanrln  all  future  Secn»taries  for 
Jcotland  wouki  l>e  called  upon  to  ajjpoitu 
]ie845  25  pers<)Tis.  Thert^sfoi'e  I  projKwe 
hi»  Amendment,  the  object  of  which  is 
imply  to  give  the  (>p|K>rtujiity  of 
fcropping  the  macliinery  if  it  is  found  un- 
iiecegsary* 

.  Amendment  (>ntpo«ed— 

In  im*^e  3,  line  2i.K  to  lojive  «>iit  *  ?- 1  tail/  aad 
i^ert  'may  if  they  n insider  it  tuH-c^sary/  " — 
III"  Chavlra  Cifm*  ioii.) 


Question  proposed,  **That  the  word 
*  shall'  stand  pc  ri  of  clanse." 

Mr.  a.  a.  MURRAY :  I  hope  the 
Amendment  will  not  be  pressed,  as  I  think 
the  wonfs  had  much  better  be  left  as  they 
are. 

SiK  CHARLES  CAMERON  :  It  is 
not  worth  di^  iditig  upori,  aufl  if  the  hfui, 
Uentleman  tfiinks  it  will  save  hjR  face  to 
lea\'e  it  as  it  stands,  1  will  not  press  the 
Amendment. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  It  seems  to  mc  it  is  not 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  but  the  Chair- 
men who  are  to  appoint,  and  they  are  to 
ask  the  Secretary  for  Scothvnd  to  assist 
them.  We  take  it  that  the  present 
Chairmen  aiul  tlie  present  Secretary  for 
Scotland  will  appoint  this  committee,  aud 
perhaps  for  the  next  live,  ten  or  fifteen, 
yeai-s  it  may  be  appointed  ;  but  snrely  if 
it  is  found  uuneeessary  yon  flo  ncit  want 
the  trouiile  aud  expense  of  forming  a 
panel  which  is  never  used.  The  view  is 
that  1,200  Members  of  P'arliament  should 
forai  one  panel,  but  if  sutlicieut  Members 
cannot  be  ofitained  this  other  panel  is  to  1>e 
called  in.  If,  however,  plenty  of  Members 
are  found,  this  clause  mii^ht  fall  into  dis- 
use. Sorely  it  might  In.'  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  ChaiiTneu  whether  the  pmel 
should  be  appointed.  At  any  rate  tlio 
Amendment  can  do  no  harm, 

Mk.  CALDWELL:  If  experieuce 
shows,  jis  I  have  no  donbt  it  vnll,  that 
there  are  plenty  of  M  en  j  hers  to  l>e 
olitained,  it  will  not  bo  mlvisable  to 
appf)int  a  panel  of  this  kind.  For  one 
thing  it  is  iuvidi*»us,  because  when  there 
are  certain  uu^ri  ajipijiuted  on  the  panel 
there  is  the  dithculty  of  selecting  particu- 
lar men.  It  will  also  Ijc  a  very  awkward 
thing  to  select  a  panel  ^s  lieji  you  know 
perfectly  well  that  that  pani'l  is  not  at  all 
likely  to  be  used. 

Ameridnieut,  hy  leave,  mthdniwTi. 

Sm  H,  CAMPBEIJ^BAXNERMANt 

I  do  not  in  the  least  desire  to  antici- 
piite  anylxxly  else,  but  I  suppose  we 
are  now  on  the  tmmlK*r  of  the  |unel,  which 
is  snpp<»sed  t<i  lie  'Jo,  Is  not  fhat  rutmber 
excessive,  if  it  is  to  lie  a  real  thing  at  al[» 
aud  if  those  who  are  put  tipon  the  panel 
are  to  be  eapdile  and  competent  men  1  I 
do  not  say  that  25  such  men  will  not  be 
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found  in  the  kingdom,  but  still  it  is 
rather  a  large  number  for  the  purpose. 
I  would  also  suggest  that  they  should  not 
hold  the  exalted  position  in  which  they 
.are  to  be  placed  for  as  long  as  five  years. 
Would  not  10  Members  appointed  for 
two  years  be  better  ?  Someone  referred 
to  the  desperately  small  number  of  cases 
that  would  have  to  be  submitted  to  this 
panel,  and  I  really  think — with  25  men  at 
the  back  of  1,200  members,  as  it  was  put 
by  a  previous  speaker,  1,225 — that  1,210 
would  be  sufficient  to  cope  with  perhaps 
the  half-a-dozen  inquiries  which  would  be 
necessary  in  the  course  of  the  year.  I 
quite  appreciate  the  desire  of  the  Lord 
Advocate  not  to  be  left  to  the  good\vill 
•of  Members  of  Parliament,  and  that  he 
should  have  somebody  behind  them  upon 
whom  he  could  fall  back,  but  I  think  10 
men  appointed  for  two  years  would  be  j 
quite  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  20,  to  leave  out '  2.5  *  and  in- 
•sert  *  10.     —{Sir  H,  CamjtbeU-Iiann^mian.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  *  25  *  stand 
part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  a.  G.  .MURRAY :  The  reason  of 
fixing  the  number  at  25  was  to  give  a 
number  that  would  be  sufficient  to  deal 
perfectly  well  with  the  duties  to  be  dis- 
charged. I  am  not  bound  to  the  number 
25,  })ut,  on  the  other  hand,  10  is  rather 
few.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  pro- 
phesies that  10  would  be  plenty,  but  he 
.might  be  \vi-ong.  As  to  the  suggestion 
•about  two  years,  I  think  it  would  bo  a 
pity  that  the  Committee  should  have  to 
be  re-formed  at  such  short  inter^'als.  If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  thinks  25  is  too 
many,  I  should  be  very  glad  to  make  it 
20;  that  would  be  much  safer  than  10. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
I  do  not  regard  it  as  a  (juestion  of  prin- 
•ciple.  I  do  not  know  whether  this  would 
be  the  time  to  ask  whether  these  20 
persons  are  to  be  paid,  and  if  so,  in  what 
way  ?  Our  feeling  towards  these  gentle- 
men would  be  considerably  affected  by  that 
fact.  I  will  be  perfectly  candid.  There 
is  always  a  possibility  that  if  a  considerable 
emolument  were  attached  to  being  em- 
ployed on  the  panel,  it  might  increase  the 
•difficulty  of  finding  Members  and  Peers 
.to  act  upon  it.  That  may  be  a  Miichiavel- 
liaii,  almost  Mephistophelian,  conception 

Sir  //.  CampfwllrBann^man. 


of  the  state  of  mind  of  those  employed  on 
this  matter,  but  it  is  a  consideration  which 
must  be  borne  in  mind. 

Mr.  a.  G.  MURRAY :  I  confess  that 
my  first  impression  was  in  favour  of  pay- 
ment, because  I  rather  felt  it  might  be 
very  valuable  to  have  the  services  of  some 
persons  who  could  not  afford  to  sene 
without  some  emolument.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  the  Treasury  allowances  are  on 
so  modest  and  sparing  a  scale  that  I  do 
not  think  they  would  offer  any  induce- 
ment. It  having  been  brought  home  to 
me  that  there  is  a  very  considerable  fed- 
ing  on  both  sides  of  the  House  in  r^ard 
to  the  matter,  and  recognising  that  feel- 
ing, I  should  be  prepare^  when  the  time 
comes,  to  accept  an  Amendment  to  strike 
out  the  italicised  clause — that  is  to  say,  in 
other  words,  to  make  no  payment. 


Question  put  and  negatived. 


Question,  "That  *20'  be  there  in- 
serted," put,  and  agreed  to. 

An  Amendment  made. 

Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW :  I  move  to 
substitute  the  word  "  two  "  for  the  word 
"four,"  so  that  it  will  read — "shall re- 
mam  therein  until  the  expiration  <rf  two 
years."  The  first  part  of  the  schone 
which  the  Lord  Advocate  has  fore- 
shadowed to  the  House  is  that  we  shall 
have  a  Parliamentary  panel  It  u  P^ 
fectly  clear  that  the  composition  <rf  Ftf- 
liament  changes,  and  changes  rspidly, 
from  time  to  time,  and  it  wouU  be 
most  unfortunate  that  we  should  have 
a  permanent  Parliamentary  panel  lastiqg 
for  five  years,  or  probably  four,  after  the 
constitution  of  Parliament  had  compUcd|7 
changed. 

Amendment  proposed — 

''  In  pa^e  3,  line  22,  to  leave  out  the  «ori 
*five,'    and   insert  the  word   *  two*"*  —  (Jfr. 

Thwuait  Shatr.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  wad 
'  five  '  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH:  I  hope  the  had 
Advocate  will  be  willing  to  shorten  tke 
period.  If  it  is  as  long  as  five  yean  yon 
must  provide  for  filling  up  casual  vaetf* 
cies,  while  if  the  period  is  reduced  to  V^o 
or  three  years  the  casual  vaoanoei  viD 
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look  after  themselves.  With  the  prospect 
of  80  soon  rimking  another  panel  you 
would  not  need  to  trotible  about  tilling 
vacancies  from  time  to  time. 

♦Sir  JOHN  LENG(I)iinaee):  I  rather 
hoped  that  tbo  hon.  and  Umrned  Member 
intended  to  insert  the  word  **one/' 
becaiLse  all  the  j>anels  of  this  House  are 
appointed  for  only  one  year,  and  I  tli>  not 
see  why  an  innovation  should  be  intro- 
duced in  a  pmel  outside  the  House.  We 
«houbl  keep   within  regidar  lines  as   far 

possible. 


R.  A.  G.  iMUftKAY:  I  think  the 
ton.  Mendier  is  rather  nii.slerl  by  the 
word  "pfinel/'  These  are  merely  persons 
from  whom  the  seleetion  is  to  be  made,  and 
in  that  sense  the  paTtel.s  of  the  House  are 
not  made  up  every  year^  but  correspond 
with  the  dumtion  of  PaiHament.  Really 
the  whole  matter  i-sone  more  of  convenience 
than  anything  eke.  1  do  not  think  it  ran 
be  said  that  casual  vacancies  wonld  not 
have  to  be  tilled,  l)ecanse  there  must  be  occa- 
sions when,  through  some  misfortune,  the 
numbers  were  xt^ry  nnuh  redTieed  indeeil. 
Therefore   it  would  not  be  safe  to  take 


out  the  clau.'ie  with  regarti  to  filling  casual 
vacancies.  The  hon.  Member  for  the 
Hawick  Burghs  rather  wanted  the 
average  life  of  these  extra  Commissioners 
to  l»e  the  same  as  that  of  Farliamentary 
Commissiojiers.  I  suppose  four  years 
would  not  be  far  away  from  the  average 
life  of  Parliiiment,  and  therefore  the  two- 
numbers  would  be  nuich  the  same.  L 
want  to  save  the  trouble  of  having  this* 
number  of  gentlemen  selected  too  often. 

Sir  CHARLKS  CAMERON:  IvrnWy 
a]ipeal  to  my  hon.  friend  not  to  be  tot> 
hard  upon  the  Goverjunent.  The  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  has  set  his  heart  upon 
this  pjineL  He  has  had  it  opixjsed  in  all 
sorts  of  ways,  anil  now  lie  has  got  it 
down  to  this,  ami  with  this  he  says  he 
will  be  content.  Let  him  have  his  jmneL 
It  will  never  be  called  upon  to  act.  Let 
him  have  it  for  live  ycfirs.  He  is  Hke  the 
boy  and  the  so^ip— he  won't  he  happy  till 
he  gets  it. 

Question  put. 

The   Committee  dividwl  r    Ayes,  149;^ 
Noes,  t]9.     (Division  list  No.  198.) 


komm.  Sir  William  Ke\-nell 
Ashmead  B?irtlett,  Sir  Kllia 
Atkinson,  Itt,  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  .buue^  (Walworth^ 
Balfour,  iU.  lln.UAV.  iLceas) 
Balfour,  Ht.  Hon.  A.  A.  (Man.) 
Ban  bury »  Frederick  Geor^tj 
Bames,  FrtMieric  itorell 
Barton,  Dunbar  EMiinket 
Beach, Ht.Hn.SirMH  tlSri^^tcjlJ 
llegg,  Ferdinand  Frtitlilull 
l^tbell,  (  uniinantler 
BhowiiH^ri^'n^e,  Sir  M.  M. 
KlakiHiun  Houston.  John 
BliiniJet]^  rolutiel  Henry 
BoltOTi«  T  Ho  mart  Dt>llin;; 
Bond,  Edward 
[ioAcawen,  Arthur  Griftitli- 
Bro<lrirk.  Rr.  Hon,  St.  John 
Brcx)klieM,  A.  Moniatpi 
C'awley.  Frederick 
Chaloner,  Captain  1'.  iJ.W. 
ChamV>eriain,  .J.  A.  (Worc*r) 
Clare,  Oetavins  Leigh 
Cochmne.  Hon.  T.  H.  A,  E. 
Cocbill,  l>ou^laft  Harry 
CouiiigSt  lU.  Hon^  Jes.se 
Cobton,  C.  EH.  Athole 
Corbet t,  A.  Cani'roniGla^gow) 
Cfipps,  Charlftf*  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  <,Ulas}|o\v)       ( 
Cmddas,   William  Douald.*on 
Cubitt.  Hon.  Henry 
Carzon,  Visctmnt 
J)a]biac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 


AYES. 

Dalkeitlu  Earl  of 
Dairynij>le,  Sir  Charles 
Denny,  Colonel 
I  Douglas,  Ht.  Hon.  A.   Akors 
Dunconibe,  Hon.  Hubert  V\ 
Ei^ertoiJ,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Fardel  L  Sir  T.  Ge^itrize 
Fel  lo  wes ,  H  on .  Ail  w  y  ii  Ed  w  anl 
Finlay,  Sir  Hohwrt  liannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
F  i  tzt  ie  raid , Sir  Rol»ert  Penroae- 
Flower.  Ernent 
Folkestone,  Vbcount 
Fry,  Lewis 
Garfit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
fiotliioD,  Sir  Auj*n»ttia  Fred, 
(ioldsworthy,  Major  ( lenenit 
t Gordon.  Hon.  John  E»lward 
Irorst,  Kt.  H  t>n. Sir  John Eldon 
(loschen,  lltHnl iJiSM  ieorge'a) 
iios^heo,  (leorge  J.  (Su54.**ex) 
Ci oakling,  Edward  A!fre<l 
Gray,  Erneft  (We-st  Hiun) 
Green,  W.  D4We<lntt»ltttiy) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Hamilton,  lU.  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 
Hanioud,  Sir  ChiirtlNowoastle) 
Hauburjrjtt.  Hon.  Robert Wm. 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hennon- Hodge,  Kobt.  Trotter 
HohhoiLse,  Henrv 
Hornfiy,  Sir  Wifliajii  Hnry 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 


Jackson,  Kt.  Hon.  Wm.Lawie^ 
*lebb,  Kicliard  Claverbouse 
Johnston^  WillittMi  (Belfai^t;' 
Johnstx>ne,  Hey  wood  (SuH^exf 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.H. 
Lawrenf!e,SiT  E.  Durning- ( Corn 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (York'*.) 
Lei^h' Bennett,  Henry  Ctirrie 
Lo<jk wo* mI .  L t. - i\i  1 .  \^  R , 
Tioder,  t  ierald  Walter  Ers^kine 
Long,  Right  Hon*  Walter 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Ef»rne,  Marqiiesa  of 
Lowe,  Fran^dH  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirk  man 
Lnra.s-Sba<lwell,  Williiini 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Nfacurtney,  W»  G.  Ellison 
Maedona,  John  Cuniminjf 
M'lver,  SirLewis(Ed'nb'gh,W* 
Malcoltu,  Ian 

Mellor,  Cidonel  ( Eanca-hire) 
M  hid  1  em  ore,  J.  Throj^  morion 
Mild  may,  Frant^is  Bini^ham 
Milton,  ViAcount 
Mil  ward.  Colonel  Victor 
Monk.  Charles  James 
Morrell,  Geort^e  HerJ>ert 
Morton,  An  n.  A.  (Depcfonl) 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Col.  W^  (Bath) 
Nifol,  Donald  Ninian 
Grr-Ewing,  Charles  Lin<lsay 
Fhillpotta,  Captain  Arthur 
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Pilkiii|2toii,R.(ljanc8.  Newton)  | 
Platt-Hi(jgin8,  Frederick  : 

l^oUock,  Harry  Frederick         I 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Priestley,  Sir  W.  O.  (Edin.)      ; 
Purvis,  Robert  | 

liasch.  Major  F.  Came 
Kenshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  Hartlen'l) 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  T. 
Robertson,  Herbert( Hackney)  | 
Round,  .lames 

Royds,  Clement  Molyneux  I 
Russell,  Gen.  F.  S.  (Ch'lten'm)  ! 
Rubsell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone)  1 


Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehonse) 
Sharpe,  William  Liward  T. 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomas 
Smith,  Hon.  AV.F.D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.) 
Stephen;*,  Henry  Charles 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humj)hry  Napier 
Sutherland,  Sir  Ihomas 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(OxfdUnL) 
Thorbum,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  Edw.  Murray 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 


WhiteleypH.  (Aehton-ander-L 
Williams.  J.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,J.W^(Worcester8h,N.) 
WodebouRe3t.Hn  £.R(B«th 
Wolff,  Gustev  W^ilhelm 
Wortley,Rt.  Hon.  C.B.Stiuut- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndhani,  C^eorge 
Wyndham-Quln,  Major  W.  H. 
Wy^ill,  Marmadake  jyAnj 
Young,  Com.  (Berks,  E.) 

Tellers  for  the  Aye»- 
Sir  W^illiam  Walrand  and 
Mr.  Anstrather.  | 


Billson,  Alfred 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Bums,  John 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,SirCharles(  G  lasgow ) 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carmichael,  Sir  T.  I).  Gibson- 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Channing,  Francis  Allston 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  H  (Caithness-ah) 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
Commins,  Andrew 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Crombie,  John  William 
('urian,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Davitt,  Michael 
Dillon,  John 
Donelan,  ( !aptain  A. 
Doogan,  1*.  C. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
KUis,  John  Edward 
Evans,  S.  T.  (Cilamorgan) 
Farrell,  James  P.  (C^avan,  W.) 
Fen  wick,  Charles 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 


NOES. 

Foster,  Sir  W\  (Derby  Go.) 
Gibney,  James 
(xoddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Humphreys-Owen,  Arthur  C. 
Jordan,  <Teremiah 
Kearlev,  Hudson  E. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  George  S. 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Lewis,  <)ohn  Herbert 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift  i 
M'Ghee,  Richard  i 

M'Leod,  John 

Maddison,  Fred.  | 

Morgan,  J.  L.  (Carmarthen) 
Peiise,  Joseph  A.  (Northumb.)   ; 
Phil ipps,  John  Wynford  I 

Pinkerton,  John 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph  I 

Provaiid,  Andrew  Dryburgh      ! 
Rickett.J.  Compton  j 

lioberts,  John  Bryn  (Eiiion) 


Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigbi.) 
Robertson,  Eklmund  (Dnndeei 

Samuel,  J.  (StockUm-on-Teei) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick,  R) 
Smith,  James  P.  (Lamvks.) 
Souttar,  Robinaon 
Spicer,  Albert 
Steadman.  William  Chariei 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmetth) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Don^al,  W.) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Meithyr) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philipi 

Ure,  Alexander 

W^allace,  Robert 
Wedderburn,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Gallo^iiy 
Whittoker,  Thomas  Pilmer 
Williams,  John  C.  (NottiL) 
W^ihion,  J.  H.(Middle8broafih) 

Tellers  for  the  Noss- 
Sir  John  I/eng  and  Mr. 
Hedderwick. 


Clause,  as  amciuled,  agreed  to. 
Clause  5  :  — 

*SiK  CHARLES  CAMERON:  The 
Committee  of  Selection  should  ap|X>int 
these  new  tribunals,  andwhen  Parliament  is 
not  sittint^  they  should  be  selected  by  the 
Chairmen  from  a  list  of  Membei-s  nomina- 
ted by  the  Committee  of  Selection  for 
that  pui-j>ose.  There  is  not  the  smallest 
<lifticulty  about  it.  My  Amendment 
proposes  that  these  Commissioners  should 
])e  nominated  not  by  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  acting  in  conceit  with  the 
Chainnen,  hut,  on  the  grounds  which 
have  l»een  repeatedly  set  forth  in  this 
Debate,  that  this  should  be  done  by 
the  Committee  of  Selection.  1  think 
this  is  an  intelligible  proposition,  and 
also  an  important  mo<.lification. 


Amendment  proposed— 

i  "  In  ]>aj:e  3,  lino  31,  to  leave  out  the  words 
'  Se(*retjir>'  for  Sm>thinfl  actinjr  jointly  with 
the  Cliaifnieii,'  and  innert  the  wonln  'Con- 
inittees  of  Selection  of  the  HonfleA  of  Loni^ 
and  ConimonM  resi»ectively.' " — (Sir  Ckwia 
Cameron.) 

Question   proposed,    "That  the  wordi 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  tk 
,  clause." 

Mk.  A.  G.  MURRAY  :  Hon.  Membeff 
:  opposite  seem  to  think  that  this  is  soot 

thing  far  away  from  the  duties  of  tk 
i  ordinary  Chairman  of  Committees.    Thef 

forget,    1  think,   for   the    moment   thi* 

the  Chainnan  of  Committees  in  tk 
'  House     of     Lords    is    also     CluiniiB 

of  the  Committee  of  Selectioo.  ' 
i  am    peifectly    willing    to    substitute  •* 

the  Chainnan  of  Committees  in  the  fioQ^ 
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lof  Commons  the  Chairaaiiii  of  the  Cojn-  , 
mittee  of  Selection  of  tlii;*  Hoit^e.  Of  | 
course  the  Cominittees  of  Selection  them- 
selves would  be  cumliersome  bodies  to 
■carry  out  the  intention  of  this  clause,  and  i 
it  would  be  necessary  to  make  special  I 
promioii  for  cases  arising  rluring  the  | 
recess.  • 

Mr.  THOMAS  SHAW:  I  hope  my! 
hon,  friend  will  agree  to  the  isnggestion  I 
which  hiiA  ju8t  liccn  made  by  the  right  \ 
hon.  Gentleman,  for  I  think  that  upon  * 
the  lines  which  have  ju*it  been  conceded 
we  have  practi tally  gained  the  point 
which  we  tlesircd  to  achieve.  It  does  ^ 
appear  to  me  that  tlie  argument  of  my  i 
right  hon.  friend  is  particularly  applicable  | 
to  these  cases  of  Private  Bills,  ; 

DlL    CLAKK :    I  should  like   to  ask 
the  Lortl  Advocate  how  he  proposes  to  I 
•create  his  Joint  Committee  ? 

♦The  chairman  :    That  question  is  I 
not  in  order  on  this  point.  | 

Dr.  CLAKK  :  We  are  now  going 
to  appoint  the  short  panel  to  go  down 
And  make  the  prelimiTmry  inquiries.  1 
take  it  that  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees of  the  House  of  Lords  will 
app:)int  the  Peers,  and  the  Clmirman 
of  Committees  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ^vill  appoint  the  Conmiouers.  I 
think  there  ought  to  he  some  limitation 
to  the  number,  and  the  anYingement 
^ittggeste^l  seems  to  be  very  unsuitable. 
If  we  are  going  to  have  a  Joint  Com- 
mittee,  we  ought  to  have  an  equal  num- 
ber of  Peers  and  Commoners.  Under  the 
present  system  we  have  a  large  panel 
from  which  the  Committees  are  taken, 
«mi  I  should  like  to  know  if  that  is  the 
panel  from  which  they  are  going  to  be 
taken  iii  the  future. 

Mr.  a.   G.  MURKAY:  That  ^v\U  be 
for  the  House  to  decide. 


in  this  efipaeity  should  be  left,  as  near  as 
we  can  get,  to  the  ordinary  selecting 
authority  of  Parliament.  The  only  objec- 
tion I  have  heard  is  that  this  process  may 
have  to  be  conducte^J  f luring  the  recess, 
when  the  Committee  of  Selection  is  not 
sitting.  What  would  there  he  to  hinder 
the  Committee  of  Selection  first  of  all 
dealing  with  a!l  the  net^essities  that  arose 
during  the  session  ;  an*!,  wi  to  the  neces- 
sities that  may  arise  during  the  recess, 
they  might,  Ijefore  Parliament  is  pro- 
roirued,  establish  a  sort  of  subordinate 
panel,  and  a^icertain  the  names  of  a  num- 
ber of  Memliers  who  would  he  availal:»le 
for  this  ptU'j>ose  when  the  occasion  arose, 
and  a  limitetl  number  might  be  appointed 
for  aJiy  cK:casiorud  requirements  during 
the  rt^ess,  and  from  these  the  Chairmen 
or  anybtxly  else  might  select  particular 
Members.  In  that  way  we  should  keep 
the  whole  thing  in  Parliamentary  hands. 
1  think,  however  much  we  may  recognise 
the  flesire  of  the  Lord  A<lvocate  tfv  meet 
us,  he  still  retains  the  biine  uf  contention, 
which  is  the  practice  of  an  rnitside  element 
meflclling  with  Parliamentary  matters. 

Mr.  a.  G.  MURRAY  :  As  far  as  the 
outsiile  element  is  concerned,  I  shoidd 
like  to  know  if  the  following  wt*rds  will 
meet  the  views  of  hon.  and  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  Listead  of  saying 
**  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  acting 
jointly  with  the  Chairmen/'  I  suggest 
the  wonls  '*  the  two  Chairnu^],  after 
commtniication  with  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland," 

Sm  R  CAMPBELL-BANXERMAX: 
I  think  that  the  more  the  Lord  Advocttte 
reflects  upon  this  matter  the  more  he  will 
sec  that  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  ought 
to  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  H  it  is  to 
be  a  mixe<:l  pmeh  then  let  the  Committee 
of  Selection  appoint  all  the  members  that 
are  requirefl,  Jind,  if  there  happens  to 
l>e  one  or  two  short,  then  let  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  come  on  ^nth  his  20 
eligibles,  or  his  regiment  of  men,  but  let 
us  keep  the  Parliamentary  part  of  it  in 
our  hands.  I  do  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  see  his  way  to  accept 
this. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL  BANNERMAN  : 

The  objection  which  my  frien<ls  and  my- 
©elf  still  entertain  to  the  amended  panel 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  that  we 
wish  the  selecting  authority  to  be  purely 
Parliamentary,    and    we   do   not  wish  to 

%ve  this  po\ver  exercised  by  the  Secre- ' 

iry  for  ScotlantL  In  this  matter,  surely  I 
the"  selection  of  the  Members  of  the  House  | 
of  Gummons,  and  the  Peers  also,  to  serve  I  appears   in   Section   4,     As   regards  any 


Mr.  CEIPPS  :  I  hope  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate will  assent  to  this  proposal.  There 
is  no  harm  in  leaving  out  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland    in    this    insfince,    for    he 
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proposed  to  lie  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Mr,  THOMAS  SHAW:  With  regard 
to  this  AmetKlmetit,  we  are  gi-ateful  for 
the  proposal  to  have  a  Parliamentary 
panei  hut  I  think  there  is  a  very  great 
objection  to  the  terms  of  the  Amendment 
now  proposed »  My  reiisons  can  he  very 
briefly  stated.  There  have  been  several 
stiggestionB  made  by  the  Lord  Advocate 
with  regard  Uy  one  or  two  things  in  which 
he  was  willing  to  make  concessions  to  the 
Members  on  this  side  of  the  House  to  a 
certain  exter^t.  We  hope  that  he  will 
stick  by  what  he  has  stated  he  wsts  willing 
to  concede,  and  with  that  hope  T  }mg  to 
move  as  an  Amendment  that  there  shall 
be  "two  persons  Members  of  each  House 
of  Parliament,"  We  want  the  Committee 
of  this  House  to  be  tjuite  as  strong  as 
the  Private  Bill  Committee  is.  In  the 
next  place  1  would  suggest  that  as  this 
Bill  is  now  fi'amed,ithe  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land acting  with  the  two  Chairmen  can 
make  a  selection  of  Members  entirely  from 
the  other  House.  The  eflect  of  this 
proposal  will  be  to  leave  these  three  gentle- 
men  in  the  position  of  having  the  power 
to  exckide  either  House  of  Parliament 
according  to  their  own  will  They  may 
select  three  Peers  for  every  Scotch  Bill,  or 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  might  think 
that  no  Lord  was  competent  to  sit  upon 
the  Committee.  I  do  not  think  my  right 
ho!i.  friend  quite  realises  that  what  he 
proposes  would  not  be  a  Joint  Committee 
at  all ;  therefore  I  suggest  that  he  shoidd 
leave  out  *' three  Members  of  either"  and 
insert  "two  Members  of  each." 

Mr.  A.  G.  MURRAY ;  The  objection 
to  having  four  Memliers  is  twofold.  In 
the  first  place  it  would  make  the  tribunal 
larger  than  is  necessary  for  the  work  to 
Ije  donCt  but  the  gre^it  difhcidty  would  be 
to  get  Peers  to  ctirry  out  tlie  work.  I 
might  surest  here  that  it  was  never  the 
idea  nor  Js  it  the  desire  of  the  (xovern- 
ment  that  one  House  shovdd  be  chosen 
exchisively  of  the  other  It  would  be 
easy  to  devise  woixls  so  that  the  Commit- 
tee should  be  composed  of  two  Peers  and 
one  commoner  or  of  two  common  ersan<l  one 
Peer,  I  suggest  this  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Committee. 

Sm  a  CAMPBKLL-BANNERMAN: 

If  we  had  no  precedent  there  might  be  a 
good  deal  to  be  said  in  favour  of  having 


three  upon  the  Committee  rather  than 
four.  But  at  the  same  time,  all  our  Com- 
mittees are  composed  of  four  Members.  I 
do  not  know  the  reason  why  they  are  com- 
posed  of  four,  ]>ut  I  should  suppose  that 
it  was  in  order  to  have  two  Members  from 
each  side  of  this  House.  That  is  the  poei- 
tion  in  which  we  now  stand  ;  we  want  two 
Memliers  from  each  House  ;  and  four  is  th« 
established  number  on  House  of  Commons 
Committees.  I  do  not  see  that  there  ii 
very  nuich  in  the  theor}^  of  the  Lord 
Advocate  that  it  will  l>e  overweighting 
the  tribunal,  and  there  is  no  other  w»T 
in  which  we  can  have  an  equal  proportion 
of  the  two  Houses. 

The  FIEST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchefitcr, 
E.) :  I  quite  symp^ithise  with  the  rigbl 
hon.  Gentleman  in  his  desire  t^>  pr*»f^n'c 
a  cei'tain  symmetry  in  the  exis '  fct 

and  I  think  there  is  a  certain  ^p 

in  having  a  Committee  of  four  insteiwl  d 
three.  But  the  reason  for  making  it 
three  insteafl  of  four  is  a  reason  oJ  con 
venience,  and  I  should  have  thought  thtf 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  whose  deuw 
is  to  keep  this  tribunal  within  the  foor 
walls  of  Parliament  would  prefer  thim 
If  you  insist  upon  having  four  you  diaT 
not  lie  able  to  get  two  Meml^ers  from  ti* 
House  of  Lords,  but  there  is  no  special 
objection  to  your  having  four  if  vou 
desire  it,  and  &  this  propcwal  goes  agiutitf 
the  wishes  of  hon.  Members  opposite  I  «« 
no  ol>jection  to  accepting  the  Amendment 
of  the  hon.  Meml)er. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  K)  :  Lookin- 
this  Bill  418  one  which  affects  Ireland,  I 
not  think,  even  if  the  Government  a)  ' 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Memhei 
the  Bonier  Burglis,  that  it  will  lie  ^^' 
factory.     Because,    instead  of  having  wi 
impc^rtant  Private  Bill  exam  ineil  and  a^I 
judicatetl  on  by  this  House  in  the  fii«t  in- 
stance, you  would  have  it  relegated  lo  » 
Committee  composed  of  half  Lordsand  bB 
Conuuons,  and  I  do  not  think  aiiythtiu? 
would  be  so  unsatisfactory.    I  t*ke  for  o 
ample  the  Dublin  Bill  of  the*  other  d«f^ 
Wlmt  chance  should  we  have  hud  of  gotisc 
this  Bill  through  if  this  raachinury  W 
been  in  force  t  It  would  have|  l>ecn  kilW  «« 
its  birth.     There  is  no  doubt  th&t|  loiw 
great  change  is  required  in  [Privat^Bill 


( 
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procedure,  and  ia  required  for  Ireland  no 

lees  than  for  Scotland,  but  I  do  think  that 

lie  lines  upon  which  this  Bill  is  drawn 

most  dangerous  hues,      ^\llile   they 

|ve  some  expenaej  they  threaten  us  with 

ke  abrogation  of  every  claim  we  have. 

Ma    CALDWELL:    I   rather   favour 
words    "and    in    the  event   of   the 
bairman  selecting   the   panel  and  their 
&t  appearing   to   serve   on  the   panel/* 
ban  the  present  wording,  and  I  will  move 
bat  Amejidment    in   order  to  obtain   a 
reply  from  the  Lord  Advocate,     It  will 
revent  the  outside  pjinel  Ijoing  called 
on  until  it  is  known  that  no  Member 
'  either  House  can  be  got  to  serve. 

Amendment  pro|x>sed  to  the  proposed 
iiendment^ 

•*  To  leave  nut   all   the  wfinis  aftnr  '  jwinel/ 

_m  onler  to  insert  the  woixl^  '  an«l  in  the  event 

the  Chair  I  nuD  ►neleetinji^  the  j«ini4  and  tlif^ir 

t  ap(Km.rin«j  to  Hervu  on  the  iHiiiiil/  ''—{Mr. 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
there  inserted  in  the  proposed  Amend- 


Mr.  a.  G.  MURRAY :    Obviously  the 
jrds  cannot  stiind  as  they  are.     I  pro- 
to  amend   the  Amendment  as   fob 
fws: — 

"Appoint  a8  ComTniBwifmerH  two  Meiiihcrs 
eaisn  House  of  l*iirlianient,  or  in  tlefault  of 
Member  or  Members   willing  to  ftorve, 
in?  then  in  the  panel.'' 


Sir  H.  CAMPBFXL-BANNEU^rAN: 

think  it  might  be  made  plainer,  and  in- 

^ead  of  **  Member  or  Members  willing  to 

rve  "  it  might  read,  **  Member  or  Mem- 

(Fs  being  found   willing  to  serve/'    I 

link  the   right    hon.  Gentleman  is  en- 

tirely  at  one  with  U8  in  the  matter.    Sup- 

ng  the  tribunal   is   formed,  and  one 

r  is  smitten  mth  influenzii,  then 

are  not  to  go  to  the  outside  panel, 

still  to  keep  to  the  Parliamentary 

oir. 


Mr,  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  As  my  right 
hon.  friend  has  explained,  our  idea  ia 
that  there  should  be  two  Members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  and  two  Members  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  H  the  House  of 
Lords  can  only  produce  one  Member,  then 
we  will  try  to  get  three  from  the  House 
of  Commons^  and  if  the  House  of  Lords 
eannot  supply  one,  then  we  will  have 
four  from  the  House  of  Commons.  But 
even  if  the  House  of  Commons  fails,  then 
we  will  have  the  panel  of  which  we  have 
heard  so  much.  As  both  sides  are  in 
agreement,  I  think  the  exact  dmfting 
might  be  left  over  to  the  Report  stage. 

Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment, by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Amendment  again  proposed. 

8lR  CHARLES  CAMERON :  It  will 
be  necessary  to  make  some  pro\ision  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Chairman.  The 
Chairman  should  alternately  be  a  Mem- 
ber of  either  House,  and  that  is  a  point 
which  ought  to  be  provided  for  in  the 
Bill 

Mr.  a.  G.  MURRAY:  There  is  an 
Amendment  in  my  name  which  raises  the 
point. 

Amendment  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  page  3,  line  So,  at  end,  to  insert »  '  Atiy 
casual  yaeancy  among  the  ConimWioners  or  in 
the  office  of  Chairnmn  of  the  Con infwHi oners 
causetl  by  death,  renij^nation,  orilLiriualiriaLtion, 
or  inahihty  U)  jpve  attendance,  HUf^h  re*<i^nation 
or  inalnlity  to  attend  \^\t\\;  eertitie*!  by  a  xvTit- 
ing  under  the  Coninii>*.HioncrH  !tand  addrenaed 
to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  shall  Iwi  Hlle<l  up 
by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  by  ap^wnntinj^  a 
Member  of  either  Hon^e  or  a  member  of  the 
pane!.* " — {The  Lord  Adimraft.) 

Question  proposed^"  That  those  worda 
be  there  inserted." 

Sir  CHARLES  CAMERON  t  This  is 
rpiite  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  what  we 
have  agreed  to.   Vacancies  should  BefiUed 
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Scotland  the  whole  matter  should  be 
thrown  into  hotch-pot  again,  and  that 
there  should  be  a  further  protracted  and 
expensive  inquiry  in  London.  What  wo 
have  now  done  is  to  establish  the  propo- 
sition that  Parliament  shall  retain  its 
control  over  the  whole  proceedings.  All 
the  distance  we  have  gone  in  regard  to  the 
Joint  Committees  is  to  change  the  locale 
of  the  inquiry.  It  is  out  of  the  question 
to  pat  the  Joint  Committee  in  the  undig- 
nified position  of  holding  a  preliminary 
inquiry,  and  then  having  the  real  battle 
in  London.  Our^ object  in  having  a  local 
inquiry  is  that  Parliament  should  come  to 
the  spot,  and  there  once  and  for  all  settle 
the  matter  so  far  as  the  Committee's 
inquiry  can  do  it.  I  agree  that  the  Con- 
firmation Bill  should  be  lodged  and  dis- 
cussed on  the  Third  Heading  in  the  ordi- 
nary way.  I  hope  that  the  Government 
will  consent  to  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  pa^o  4,  line  31,  to  leave  out  all  the  words 
from  the  beginning  of  the  clause,  to  the  word 
*  after,'  in  line  32.  —{Mr.  Tfionuut  Shaw.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 


Mr.  a.  G.  MURRAY :  The  technical 
position  of  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Mem])er  is  such  that  it  is  a 
little  difficult  to  discover  what  the  mean- 
ing of  it  is.  I  think  1  can  explain  to  the 
Committee  how  it  stands.  Under  the 
scheme  of  the  Bill  and  the  promises 
I  have  made  to  the  House  I  have  had  to 
divide  necessarily  the  Provisional  Orders 
into  opposed  and  unopposed  Orders. 
All  along  there  has  been  this  distinc- 
tion ;  whereas  on  luiopposed  Orders 
there  is  not  to  be  any  inquiry  or  Com- 
mittee stage  up  here  in  London,  yet  all 
along  the  scheme  of  the  Bill  has  oeen 
that  in  the  case  of  opposed  Orders  the 
possibility  of  an  opponent  coming  to  this 
llouse  on  the  Confirmation  Bill  and 
opposing  it  has  been  kept  open.  The 
only  distinction  between  the    proposed 

Mr.  Thomas  Shaw. 
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procedure  and  that  which  obtains  at 
present  is  that  the  proposal  in  the  Bill  is 
that  the  inquiry  in  London  shall  be  by 
Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses,  instead 
of  by  a  separate  inquiry  before  each 
House.  The  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  is  really  with  a  view 
of  taking  out  all  the  provisions  I  have 
made  in  regard  to  the  opponent  coming 
here  on  the  Confirmation  Bill.  I  have 
always  held  that  it  was  right  in  principle 
that  an  opponent  should  have  on  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  the  sense  of  Parliament 
in  regard  to  a  Bill ;  I  adhere  to  that  view, 
and  I  am  sure  it  would  be  against  the 
great  1x>dy  of  opinion  in  the  House  if  I 
went  back  on  my  promise. 


Dr.  CLARE  :  I  am  afraid  that,  unleis 
the  Amendment  is  adopted,  instead  of  the 
cost  of  obtaining  a  Provisional  Order 
being  moderate,  as  compared  with  the 
present  system,  it  would  be  increased, 
perhaps  doubled  or  trebled.  Why  should 
any  petitioner  in  Scotland  who  has  paid 
for  all  his  advertisements  and  notices^  and 
made  his  deposit,  and  submitted  to  an 
inquiry  by  a  Committee  of  two  Peers  and 
two  Commoners,  which  Committee  his 
decided  on  the  matter — why  should 
such  a  petitioner  have  to  come  to  Pariia- 
ment  again,  repeat  his  notices  and  adver 
tisements  and  deposit,  and  appear  before 
other  two  Peers  and  two  Commoners  up- 
stairs, who  would  not  have  the  advantage 
of  seeing  the  people  to  be  affected  and 
the  spot  to  which  the  Bill  applies  t  Thii 
second  inquiry  is  totally  unnecessary. 

Mk.  CALDW£LL  :  I  am  afraid  the 
Lord  Advocate  has  not  looked  at  the  pro- 
posal thoroughly  and  the  effect  of  it 
The  question  is  whether  we  should  have 
in  this  House  a  Joint  Committee  after 
the  matter  has  been  inquired  into  looaDy 
in  Scotland  by  another  Joint  Committee. 

Mr  CRIPPS  :  The  question  raised  hj 
the  hon.  Member  of  the  Border  Borghs  ii 
undoubtedly  an  important  one.    If  the 
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Araendment  k  carried  it  wo\ild  he  incon- 
gistent  witb  the  whole  framework  of  tlio 
Bill,  woiild  work  out  unjustly,  and  would 
impair  the  control  of  the  House  over  these 
Pro\isional  Orders  which  wo  have  always 
insisted  upon.  It  has  never  been  sug- 
gested at  any  stage  of  the  discussion  until 
this  moment  that  a  man  should  not  have 
the  right  of  an  oixlinary  hearing  before 
a  Joint  Committee  appointed  by  this 
House  and  the  House  of  Lords,  I  hope 
the  Lord  Advocate  will  not  consent  to 
this  Amendment. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  There  is  one  point 
which  I  omitted.  The  class  of  Bills  which 
will  come  before  the  Couimissioucrs  will 
be  very  small  Bills  :  all  the  important 
Bills  will  never  leave  this  House,  but  will 
be  considered  hero.  The  Amendment 
will  only  affect  very  small  Orders,  the 
policy  and  principle  of  which  had  already 
licen  decided  by  Parliament,  So  far  as 
we  have  been  al»Ie  to  modify  the  Bill  at 
all,  it  has  been  t*^  limit  the  eases  which 
will  go  before  the  CommissiunerB. 

Mr,  HfJlUlOUSE  (Somerset,  East): 
It  would  be  ridiculous^  in  my  opinion,  if, 
after  there  had  been  an  inquiry  by  a 
Parliamentary  Committee  sitting  locally, 
there  should  be  another  inquiry  l>y  another 
Parliamentary  Committee  sitting  here. 

Mr.  a.  G.  MURRAY  :  It  is  curious  to 
me  how%  in  one  and  the  same  breath,  hon. 
Members  ask  that  the  control  of  the 
House  over  these  Ordei-s  should  be  re- 
tained, and  then  they  wish  to  throw  that 
control  away  in  the  Bill  We  have  always 
promised  to  give  thc^  House  control  even 
of  unopfMJsed  Orders.  If  this  Amentlmcnt 
18  pi4ssed,  the  result  would  be  that, 
whereas  the  House  has  always  felt  that 
that  control  should  be  s[mringly  exercised 
at  a  late  stage,  \l  an  objector  were  pre- 
vented from  coming  up  here  then,  un- 
doubtedly, he  would  in  every  case  incite 
someone  in  the  House  to  raise  the 
question  in  the  House  itself.    An  abuse  of 
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that  kind  ought  certainly  to  he  guarded 
against.  I  am  keeping  faith  with  the  House 
in  standing  by  the  Bill  upon  the  promises 
made  from  tlie  beginidng.  I  never  could 
have  faced  thediscus.%ion  after  the  Second 
Reading  if  I  were  to  take  away  from  a 
practical  opponent  all  power  of  coming  to 
this  House. 

Mr.  THOM  as  SHAW  :  The  T.ord  Ad^ 
vocate  says  that  he  is\'ery  glad  that  1  ha\-c 
such  faith  in  the  triliunal  he  has  act  op  that 
I  would  go  much  further  than  himself.  I 
have  much  confidence  in  the  trihiuial 
w^hich  the  Committee  of  thi'  House  of 
Commons  has  set  up.  What  we  have 
done  is  that  a  Parliamentary  Committee 
has  l>een  act  up  to  make  inquiries  un  the 
spot,  to  inspect  the  localities,  and  to  have 
in  view  all  the  circumstances  which  the 
local  authorities  can  furnish  them  with. 
It  seems  to  mc  the  most  incredible  thing 
I  ever  heard  of  that  after  a  local  inrjuiry 
the  whole  thing  should  bo  done  again  in 
London,  ami  a  second  Joint  Committee 
of  both  Houses  should  sit  in  re- 
view of  the  operations  of  the  first 
Joint  Committeo.  The  new  inquiry 
was  to  be  cheap,  but  the  Lord 
Advocf4te*s  proposal  will  obliterate  e\-ery 
element  of  cheapness.  There  is  no 
analogy  betw^een  a  local  iiH|uirv  under 
the  old  Provisional  Order  system  and  one 
under  this  Bill.  Local  inquiry  uuilerthis 
Bill  is  not  an  inquiry  by  Departniciital 
Committee  at  alb  but  iuj  intiuiry  by  this 
House  anfl  the  other  Honsc.  And  I 
altcjgethcr  object  to  the  chq^hVation  of 
that.  If  the  Anicndmcnt  be  n*a  jwloptcd, 
the  whole  Bill  will  be  cumhersome,  ui>» 
practical,  and  unworkable,  an<l  its 
administration  nnjst  expensive. 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Chairnmn  left 
the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the 
House, 
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Committee  report  progress ;  to  sit  again 
to-morrow. 
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REGULATION  OF  RAILWAYS  BILL. 
Order  for  Second  Beading  read,  and 
discharged.     Bill  withdrawn. 


BATHS  AND  WASHHOUSES   ACTS 
AMENDMENT   BILL. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1  : 

Committee     report    progress;    to    sit 
again  this  day. 


MILITARY  WORKS  (MONEY). 
Committee  to  consider  of  authorising 
the  issue,  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
of  such  sums  as  may  be  required  for 
the  purpose  of  Military  Works  and 
Services  (Queen's  Recommendation  sig- 
nified), upon  Wednesday. — (Mr.  JFynd- 
ham,) 

Adjourned  at  ten    miiiateB  after 
Twelve  o'clock. 
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Aberayon. 

Education    Department  Provisional   Order 
Confirmation  [Aberavon,    etc.]  Bill,   see 
that  Title, 
Abebdeen  Cemetery  Scandal. 

Q.  Gen.  Russell ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murrav, 
June  19.  1486. 

Aberdeen  Corporation  Bill. 

c.  Rep.*,  June  9,  758. 
con.»,  June  19,  1475. 

Aberdeen  Haxbour  Bill. 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6.  409. 

Aberdeen  Joint  Passenger  Station  Bill. 

1.  Rep.*,  June  12.  877. 
3b  *,  June  19,  1454. 
Abobigines  Protectiox  Board,  Western  Aus- 
tralia. Abolition  of,  Debate  [1],    June   16, 
1521. 
Academy,  see  Royal  Academy. 
Accidents. 

Garston   Fatal  Accident  to  Dock  Labourer. 
Q.  Mr.  M'Ghee ;  A.  Sir  M.   W.  Ridley, 
June  9.  769. 
Railway  Accidents,  see  that  Title. 
AcKLAKD-HooD.  Capt.  StR  A.  [Somerset,  Wei- 
lington]. 

VOL.  LXXII.  1   [Fourth  Series]] 


Soudan   Expedition — Grant  to   Lord    Blit- 
chener,  Mahdi's  Body,  etc.,  June  5,  388. 
Admiralty,  see  Navy. 

Adulteration  of  Food. 

Tea,  see  that  Title. 
Advertisement  Orders,  Stamping. 

Q.    Mr.  Hazell;    A.  Sir  M.   Hicks-Beach, 
June  2,  183. 

Africa,  Ceniral. 

Trauie  Report  presented,  June  19,  1456. 

Africa,  South. 

Bechuanaland,  Cape  of  Qood  Hope,  Johan- 
nesburg, and  Transvaal,  see  those  Titles. 
Cables — Delay  in  transmission  of  Sir  A- 
Milner's  memorandum. 

Q.  Mr.  Griffith;   A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain ;  June  13,  1059. 
Ladysmith  Barracks,  Insanitary  Condition- 
Q.    Mr.    Buchanan;    A.  Mr.   Wyndham, 
June  9,  771. 

Africa,  West. 
Liquor  Traffic. 
Brussels  Conference. 

Q.  Capt.  Sinclair ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  13.  1063. 
Spirit  Duties,  Increase. 

Q.  :Mr.  W.  F.  Lawrence;   A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  June  15,  1181. 
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Arundel  Port,  Account  and  Report  preeentea, 
June  9,  753,  761. 

AscROFT,  Mr.  R.  [Oldham]. 

Money-lending  BUI,  June  8,  659. 

Post  Office,  Administration,  etc.,  June  1, 

109. 
Telegraphic    Messagej,    Delav  in  Transit, 

June  8,  658. 

AsHANTi,  Ansahs  of. 

Claim  for  ^)nii)ensation,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease ;  A,  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain,  June  15,  1180. 

AsHMKAD-BARTLKrr,  SiR  E.  [Sheffield,  Eccles- 
hall]. 
Anti-British  Propaganda  in  Cap©  Colony, 

June  15.  1182. 
China— Russian  Sphere  of  Interest,  Exten- 
sion of — ^Anglo- Russian  Agreement,  June 
13,  1065. 
Tnuisvaal— UitlaudiF^rs'  Grievances,   Politi- 
cal Rights.  June  13,  1061. 

Asia  Min'or — Railway  Construction. 
British  Interests  m  Pei-sian  Gulf. 

Q.  Mr.  Maclean ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
8,629. 
AssAW.  Tea  Plantations — Report. 

Q.  Mr.  Schwann  ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
June  12,  897. 

Atherlkt-Joxks,  Mr.   L.  [Durham,  N.W.]. 
Soudan    ExiKHlition — Grant   to   TiOrd   Kit- 
chener— Treatment  of  the  Mahdi's  Body, 
etc.,  June  5,  372. 

Au.stin*,  Mu.  M.  [Limerick,  W.]. 

Emergency  Men  carrying  firearms  in  Ire- 
land—C'ase  of  T.  Crawford,  June  5,  308. 

Glin  District  School — Conveyance  of 
Children  bv  Waterford  Steamship  Co., 
June  12,  902. 

Newcastle  West  [Limerick]  Creamery — 
Sewer  Conii>laint,  June  15,  1193. 

Australia  . 

Indenturing  in   Western  Australia — Aboli- 
tion    of    Aborigines    Protection    Board, 
Delwte  [1].  June  16.  1321. 
Queensland,  see  that  Title. 

Ayr  Burgh  Bill. 

1.  2r.,  June  6,  410. 
Azerbaijan. 

Trade  Rei)orl  presented.  June  19,  1456. 

Baden,  Grand  Dithy  of. 

Trade  Report  jHesented.  June  1,  68. 

Bagot  Kstate.  Sale  of— Sir  N.  O'Connor  and 
the  Congested  Districts  Board. 

Q.  Sir.  Hayden ;   A.  Mr.  G.   W.   Bal- 
four.  June  15.  1188. 

Bahia. 

Trade  Re]K«  t  presented,  June  8.  596. 

BAILlEnOROUOH. 

Land  CVunmission  —  Sub-Commissioners* 
Judgments. 

Q.    Mr.    S.    Younc:;    A.    Mr.    G.    W. 
Balf:)ur,  Juno  8.  647. 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill. 

1.  2r*,  June  15,  1166. 
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Bakery    Dispute,     Glasgow,    Caae    of    A. 
M'Naughten. 

Q.  Su:    C.    Cameron;     A.    Mr.    A.    0. 
Murray,  June  19,  1485. 

Balcarres,  Lord  [Lancashire,  Chorley]. 

Ecclesiastical  Judge — Appointmeat  of  Sir 
A.  Charles,  June  16.  1340. 

Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J. — First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury'  [Manchester,  East]. 
Bloemf(mtein  Conference,  June  12,  907. 
Board  of  Education  Bill  [Secondary  Eduo^ 

tion],  June  19,  1600. 

Business  of  the  House.  Jime  2.  185 ;  Jona 

8,  660 ;  June  9.  777 ;  June  12,  907 ;  Juna 

13,  1078;  June  15.  1198;  June  19.  1502. 

Government  Business,  Precedence  of— 

Statement,  June  19,  1502.  1523. 

Comptroller  and    Auditor-G^eral — ^Retirs- 

ment  of  Mr.  Mills,  June  1,  84. 
Killamev  Lakes — Sale  of  Muckross  Estate, 

June  i9,  1501. 
London  Government  Bill,  con.  June  6,  461» 
463,  464.  486,  488,  490.  509,  611,  514, 
517,  520.  521,  522.  526 ;  June  8,  704,  707, 
711,  730. 
Municipal    Trading    Committee,    Appoint- 
ment of,  June  8,  661. 
Peace  (Conference,  Dum-Dum  Bullet — ^Pro- 
hibition Resolution,  June  5,  308. 
Peers'  Interference  at  Elections — Southport 
Election.   Breach  of  Privilege,    June  5, 
307.  315. 
Private    Legislation    Procedure   [ScotUnd] 
Bill,  com.  June  12,  928.  985.  986,  987, 
989 ;  June  19.  1584,  1586. 
St.  Michael's.  Soutliampton.    Illegal  Prsc^ 

tices  at.  June  12.  907. 
Soudan  Campaign. 
Deceased    Officers,    etc. — Condolence   to 

Relatives.  June  8,  698. 
Kitchener,  Lord.  Grant  to. 
House  of  Lords,    Power  of   Initiating 
Money  Gkants— <}ue8tion  of  Privilege, 
June  5.  322. 
Mahdi's  Bodv,  etc.,  June  5,  327,  343, 

345. 
Method  of  Procedure,   June   2,   187— 
Mr.   Dillon's  Explanation.    Juna  5, 
310. 
Thanks  of  the  House. 
Kitchener.  Lord.  June  8.  663.  675. 
Medical  Officers  Omission.  June  8,  678. 
Wounded     Derviahes.     Cmeltr     to— 
Charges  against  the  Anglo-EgrptUtt 
Army.  June  8,  679.  681.  682. 
Telegraphs     [Telephonic     CommnnieatioDt 
etc.]  Bill,  June  19,  1501. 

Balfour,  Rt.  Hon'.  G.  W. — Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  [Leeds,  Central]. 
Agricultural  Grant. 
Done^ral,  June  16,  1192. 
Kildare.  Reduction,  June  8,  65L 
Leitrim.  June  5,  305. 
Lonsrford — ^Excluded  Charges,   Jane  13, 

1072;   June  16.  1196. 
Roscommon.  June  5,  305;  June  8,  658; 
June  13, 1077 ;  June  16. 1363. 
Annalv  Estate,  Purchase  of  Holdinn.  Joe 

13.  1077. 
Bajrot  Est.ite.  Sile  of— Sir  N".  O'Conor  aod 
tlie  Congested  Districts  Board.  June  15, 
1188. 
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Balrotherj  Co!iJjtj   Cess — Standard    Rate, 

June  16«  1353. 
Belfast  Riciis. 

NatiooaliH  Demonstration,  June  I,  96; 
June  6,  534. 

Queen's     Island    Workers,    Att-acks    on, 
June  13«  1073;  June  15.  1197. 

Htliginijs  Disturbancts,  June  1,  86,  95  j 
June  B,  653. 
BelmiiUet,    Extra   Police  Force,   Jnne  13, 

1075. 
CastlcTea     and      Balla^liadereen — Sanitary 

Charges,  June  16,  1^7. 
Castletown  Berebaven    Pier— Removal     of 

Silt,  JuDe  12,  906. 
Cnvan  Co,  Magistracy,  Vacaocy^  June  16, 

1359. 
Cavan   and    Grnnard   Unions,   transfer    of 

Di  VI  SI  on  a   refused  bv  Local  Government 

Board,  June   15,   lOfrS. 
Celtic  Language  in  Irish  Schools,  Reduction 

in  numlter  vf  jtmTka,  June  16.  1354, 
Clerk>i  «ff  Unions  checking  Rate  Collectora' 

Accounts — Extra     Remuneration,     June 

15,  1198. 
ConHabulary. 

Meehan.  District  Injector,  Conduct  of, 
June  15,  1196. 

Prfifn*itifjn  in.  June  16,  1356. 
Cookstown  Orange  Riot.  June  8,  646;  June 

15,  U94. 
County  Councilf. 

Contmctors  as?  Members  of  Coundla. 
Cork,  June  8,  652. 
Kerry,  June  13,  1070. 

Election  Expenses,  June  8,  656, 
Dillon's.    L(trd.    Estate— Purchase    by    the 

Congested    Districts    Board,    June    16, 

1361. 
Donegal  Railway  Communj cation — ^County 

Council   Reaolution,  June  19,    1499, 
Dublin      Metiopolitan      Police  —  Summer 

Clothing,  June  13,  1074. 
^  ^yer,  Svl Tester,  Ca?e  of,  June  19.  1498. 
Emigration  Ut  U.S.A.,  June  8,  649. 
Finegan,  A.,  Death  nf^lntiuest,  June  16, 

1191 ;  June  19,  1497. 
Firearms,  Carrying  without  licence. 

Brady.  T..  Case  of,  June  15,  1190. 

C^^stello,  P,,  Case  of,  June  19.  1495. 

Emergency  Man — Case  of  T.   Crawford, 
June  5/308. 
Fish    Traffic    on    Railirayj^— English    and 

Irish  Railway?,  June  16*,  1358. 
Fishing  Prc»»ecutif>n— Ca«s€    of   P.    Comer^ 

ford.  June  16,  1359. 
Olin  District  School — Conveyance  of  Chil- 
dren by  Waterford  Steamship  Co.,  June 

12.  902. 
Oun  Licence?— Mr.  Ee^in'^  Application  re- 

fnsed,  June  19,   1500. 
IndustriJil  Schools. 

C<inimiltal  of  DeiEiitnte  Children,  Circu- 
Isir.  June  8.  648. 

School  Attendance,  Committee's  Poweru, 
June  12,  902. 
Infirmaries,    County,    Management  of — Re- 
presentatives elected  by  Cuuoty  Councils, 

June  15,  1189, 
Intermediate  Education. 

Eule9  and  Programme  for  1900,  June  IS, 
1193- 


BALFOirR,  Rt.  Hon.  G.  W.^rtmL 

Viceregal  Commisiiion,  June  13,  1071. 
Judicial  Rentf . 

Cavan  Co.,  June  19,   1496. 

Equal  Rights  tJ  Tenants,  June  19,  1496, 
Kilcfure    Stre.^t    Library,   handing  over    to 

New  Irish  Department,  June  16f  1550. 
Labourers'     Cottagt»,     Di^ualification     of 

District  CVjundllorSj  etc.*  Juue  19,  1495. 
Land  Cominis;-ion. 

Assistant  Commissi  oners. 

Bailieborough       Commissionera'      Judg- 
ments, June  8,  647. 
Land  Puivhase  Acts,  delay  in  carrying  out, 

June  8,  650. 
Loan    Fund    Board — Illegalities,    Juno    9, 

764. 
Local  Government  Board  Orderts. 

Printing,  etc.,  June  8,  651. 

Sale— Difficulty     iu     obtaining     Copies, 
June  6,  439. 
I^cal  G<tvernmeiit     Fimuice,   Labour    and 

Exjtense,  iuereHst'    in   tjuder   new   Rules, 

June  15,  1192. 
Longford,   County  Council  Collector — Cns© 

of  W.  Jones,  June  13,  1072. 
Magistrates,  Resident,  Salrries,  June  9,  767. 
Migration   of   Pc^pulation    of   Co.    Mayo — 

County  Council  Resolution,  June  6,  440, 
Monaghan  Union  Medical  OSicer,  June  16, 

1551. 
Mullingar  Lunntic  Asylum. 

Bui^ffing  Expenditure,  etc.,  June  19, 1499, 

Joint     Committee— Longf'^rd     Members, 
June  13,  1076. 
National  School  Tejusher^, 

Assistant    Teachers    and     the     Pension 
Fund.  June  19.  1495. 

Examinations,  June  12,  903. 

Guardians,    Teachers    as — C'ase    of    Mr. 

Kenny,  June  5,  304. 

Salaries,  Classification  of,  June  6.  438. 

Ul.ster  tind  Con  naught,  Juno  13,  1071, 
Newcastle    West     [Limcnck]    Creamery — 

Sewer  Complaint.  Juno  16.   1193. 
O'Donnell,  Dominick— Inmate  of  BelmuUet 

Union,  June  13,  1076. 
Ough*crard  Union,    Fever  Outbreak,  June 

16,  1358. 
Plunenix  P^rk  Murderer,   Release  of,   Juno 

6,  299. 
Rating,  new  Sys»t<?m — Landlord  and  Tenant 

Agreements.  June  9,  769. 
Salmon   Fieheries — Hlegal   Practices,  Jime 

9,  766. 
Scieticc.   Royal  College  of,  Dublin — Build- 
ing, Control,  etc..  Juno  16,  1350. 
Tithe  Rent -Charlie.    Redemption,   June  1, 

84 ;   June  16,  1355. 
Town  Commissioners,  Cliatrmnn  of^^olici- 

tor  losing  right  to    prjctise    at    Quarter 

Scissions,  June  16,  1360. 
Trawling     off     How  th— Compensation     t« 

Fishermen,    June    16,    1360;    June   19, 

1500. 
Tyrone   County    Council    R^te   Collector — 
Appointment  «>f  W.  McFailiiud,  June  19, 

1496. 
Vitluati(»n— Fixing  Fair  Rents,  etc.,  June 
8,  647;  June  9,  768;  June  15,  1195. 

Sligo,  June  12,  904. 
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Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  (J.  W.— row/. 

Valuation  Acts— Revised  Valuations,  June 
16,  1352. 

Westport  Urban  Sanitan'  Authority — Com- 
missioners' Petition,  June  13,  1074. 

Balfour  of  Burleigh,  Lord — Secretary  for 
Scotland. 
Congested  Districts  [Scotland]  Ac^  Amend- 
ment Bill,  2r.,  June  2,  164. 
Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Order  Bills,  ' 

June  9,  752. 
Sea  Fisheries  Bill,  2r.,  June  8,  611. 

Ballaghaderren  and  Castlerea. 
Sanitary  Works  in — Expenses. 
Q.  Mr.  Hayden ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  16.   1357. 

Ballydfff  Postal  Facilities.  ' 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June  19. 
1494. 

Ballymaho-v  Postal  Arrangements. 

Q.  Mr.  Hayden ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
19,  1491.' 

Balrothert  County  Cess,  Standard  Rate. 
Q.   Mr.   Clancy;    A.   Mr.  G.   W.  Balfour, 
June  16,  1353. 

Baniiury,  Mr.  F.  G.  [Camberwell,  Peckham.] 
London    Government    Bill,  con.,   June    6, 

482.  492. 
Succession   [Scotland]    Bill.   2r.,    June    7, 

591. 
Wine    and    Beerhouse     Acts    Amendment 

Bill,  2r.,  Jime7,  577. 

Bandon.  Cast  «)f  PikstAge  of  Circulars. 

Q.    Mr.  E.  Barrj- ;    A.   Mr.   Hanburv.  I 
June  16,  1342. 
Banks. 

Colonial  and  Foreign  Banks  Guarantee 
Fund  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Barlow.  Mr.  J.  E.  [Somerset,  Frome]. 

Cliina,  Affairs  of,  June  9,  868. 
Barracks. 

Ladj'smith,  In.sanitary  Condition  of. 
Q.    Mr.    Buchanan ;   A.    Mr.    Wvndham, 
June  9,  771. 
Military  Works  Bill,  .see  that  Title. 

Barristers,  Women,  Practising  in  India. 
Miss  Sorabji's  Application  refused. 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts ;   A.  LoM  G.  Hamil- 
ton, June  8,  641. 

Barry.  Mr.  E.  [Cork  Co..  S.]. 

Circulars,  cost  of  Postage   in    Bmdon   and 

Clone,  June  16.  1342. 
Valuation   Acts.    Ireland— Revised    Valua- 
tions, June  16,  1352. 

Barry,  Pt.   Hon.  A.   H.  S.  [Hunts,  Hunting- 
don]. 

Tithi^  Rent-('harj:e.  Ireland,  Redemption, 
June  16,  1354. 

Barry  Railway  Bill. 

1.  co.n.».  June  9.  749. 

Barton-on-Sea  Water  BilL 
c.  2r.^,  May  31,  2. 
Rop.»,  June  16,  1330.  | 
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Bartley,  Mr.  G.  C.  T.  [Wington,  N.]. 

Colonial  Loans  Fund  Bill,  June  12,  908; 
com.,  June  8,  743. 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill,  con.  JnnA  13^ 
1039. 

London  Water  [Purchase]  Bill,  2r..  June 
1,75. 

Municipal  Loans,  Repayment  of,  June  2, 
225. 

Municipal  Trading  Committee,  Appoint- 
ment of,  June  8,  661. 

Bath,  Postal  Deliveries. 

Q.  Col.  Welby;  A.  Mr.  Hanbnry,  Jane 
5.302. 

Bathing  Fatality,  Aldebshot. 

Q.   Mr.   Jeffreys;    A.    Mr.    Wyndham, 
June  8,  640. 

Baths  and  Washhouses  Acts  Amrnidinwit 

Bill. 

c.  2r.*,  June  12.  991 ;  June  15,  1316. 

Batoum    and    District— Trade    Report   pr^ 
sented.  June  1,  68. 

B  AWN  ROY  Rural  PosTMAN*fl  Wages. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbuiy, 
June  13,  1068. 

Bayley,  Mr.  T.  [Derbyshire,  Ciiesterfield]. 

Salisbury   Plain,    Rentals    of    Property- 
Return,  June  6.  442 ;  June  13, 1069. 
Vaccination   Law,    Enforcement   of— Loeil 
Government  Board  Action,  June  2,  215. 

Beach,  see  Hicks-Beach. 

Beaufort,  Duke  of— Sat  first  after  the  death  tf 
hi«  father,  June  13,  993. 

Brchuan aland  Railway  Extensiox. 

Correspondence  with  Mr.  C.  J.  Rhodfli^ 
Copy  presented,  May  31,  7 ;  June  1,  68. 

Beer  Materials  Couuittrk. 

Brewers*  Licence?*,  Substitutions  for  Hopi^ 
etc. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Quilter;   A.  Sir  M.  Hicb- 
Beach,  June  15,  1183. 

Beerhouses. 

Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  BiOr 

see  that  Title. 

BRiRrx  AND  Coast   of   Sybia— Tnde  Bepoci 

presented,  June  8,  596. 

Belfast. 

Post  Office  Staff. 
Q.    Mr.    Schwann;    A.    Mr.    Hanbiiiy» 

June  13,  1069. 
Q.    Mr.   Macaleese;    A.  Mr.     Hanbiiiy» 
June  19,  1490. 
Plots. 
Nationalist  Demonttntion. 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon;   A.   Mr.  O.   W.  Bel- 
four,  June  6.  527. 
Motion  [Mr.  Dillon],  June  1,  87. 
Religious  Disturbances, 
g.  Mr.  Dillon ;  A.  Mr.  O.  W.  Balfov, 

June  1,  85. 
Qs.    Capt.    Donelan,   ICr.    IfaCtftiA/ 
As.  Mr.  a.  W.  Balfour,  Jiine8,(|6l 
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Motion  [Mr.  Dillon],  June  1,  87. 
Qyeeas  Island  Workers.  Attacks  on, 
Q».  Mr,  Dillon  ;    As.  Mr.  (h  W    Bal- 
four. June  13,  1073 ;  June  15,  1197, 

Belfast  Corporation  BilL  ' 
c.  5a.*,  June  1,  73. 

L  iR,*,  Jun^2.  162.  I 

2b.'.  June  15.  1166,  ' 

Belfast  Water  Bill. 

I  2b.*,  June  9,  75L 

Belfast  and  Nortliem  Coimties  Eailway 
Bin. 

c.  con.*,  May  31»  1. 

3r.%  June  5,  293. 
1.  lR.\  June  6.  412. 
2b,*,  June  15.  1166. 

BcLSTTLLET,  Extra  Police  Force, 

Q.  Mr.  Crilly;   A.   Mr.  G.  W,  Balfour, 
June  13,  1075. 

BmBHATElf. 

Beacon,  Ligl^ing— Complaints. 

Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June  15, 
1066. 
Pier,  Silting. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O^Brien  ;    A.  Mr.  G,  W.  Bd- 
four,  Juno  12,  906. 

Bebksfoiid,  Lord  C.  [York]. 
China. 
Northern  Railway,   British    Loan   Con- 

trjMit — RtJs^ian'Prote.*t-   June  8.  628, 
Open  Door  Policy  v.    Spheres  of  Influ- 
ence, etc. — Attack  on  Lord  Salisbury's 
Policy,  June  9,  784. 
Peftce  Conference.  June  9,  798. 
Soudan  Campaign. 
Deceased    OfficetJi^ConcIoIence    to   Rela- 
tives, etc.,  June  8,  697. 
Kitchener,  Lord,  Cirant  to,  June  5^  359, 
569. 
Wairna      Incident — ^Compennation     01  alms, 
June  9.  784. 

Bbsesford'!),  Lord  C,  Mii*sioN  to  CaiyA. 
0.,  Mr.  Brodrick,  June  9,  800. 

Beskhakpstead  National  Schools. 

Ascension  Day— Attendance  of  Children  at 
Church. 
Q.  Mr.  Trevelvan;    A.   Sir  J.  Oortt, 
June  16.  1347. 

JtTH£LL,   Commander  G.   R.    [York,  E.    R, 
Holdemess]. 
Half- Timers — Education      of      Children 

Bill  com.  May  31,  37,  38. 
Private  Ijeijialation  Procedure  [Scotland] 

Bill,  com^.  June  19,  1587, 
Telegraph  Service.  June  1.  152. 

Bxthn'al  Green.  • 

Schools,  Erection  hv  London  School  Board, 
g.   Mr.  T.  G.  Talbot  ;   A.  Sir  J.   Gorat. 
June  12^  900, 
Working  Cla^i  Dwellings,  Removal  of. 
Q.    Mr.   J.   G.   Talbot;    A.   Sir  M.   W. 
Ridley,  June  12,  900. 


Bexhill  and  Botherfield  Eailway  Bill. 

0.  lUp  \  .him  16.  1350, 

BexMll  and  St,  Leonards  Tramroads  BilL 
c.  2r,*,  J  tine  6.  430. 

Buow^NAGGREE,    SiR  M.    M,   [Bethnal   Greea^ 
N.E.]. 

Indian   KxpenJiture,    RoytU    Commission 

Report,  Jun«  2,   184. 
Madras  Riots,  June  15,  1176. 

Big  WOOD*  Mn.  J,  [Middle.^ex,  Brentford], 

Baths  and  Wa^^hbousea  Acts  [Ameudmentl 
Bill,  2k.,  June  12,  991. 

Biix,  Mr.  U.  [Staffordshire,  Leek]. 

Couinitficial  Triv<?l*era  in  Rusuia,  Tax  on^ 
June  8,  629. 

*'  Mandat-Poste  "  System,  Trial  of,  in  Eng- 
land, Btiggeated,  June  8,  659. 

School  Tea<:hera'  Superannuation,  Refor- 
matory iind  Industrial  Schools,  June  12^ 
90L 

Wainixi  Incident^ — Compensation  Claims^ 
Junt5  9,  859- 

BlLLS- 

Provisional   Order  Bills    Procednre— Inser- 
tion of  Nanieg. 
Q.  Mr.  Lloyd- G eorge ;  A,  Mr.  Euaaell^ 
June  2,  175. 

Birlcenhead  Corporation  Bill. 
t',   con.*,  June  5»  293, 
5ii.*.  June  12.  889. 

1.  ci»niiiion.>«  aniendtij. ' .  June  13,  994  f 
;rune  16,  1317. 

Birmingham,    Worth  Warwickshire,   and 
Stratford-on-Avoii  Railway  Bill, 
I.  3r.*,  June  2,  162. 
c.  iR.*,  June  5,  326. 

Births,  Marriaoiss,  ash  Deaths. 

Registrar-General,  Vote  for,  June  1,  15J. 

Bluk  Hkad  LtiiHTHntJSE. 

g.  Mr    Allan;    A.  Mr.   Ritchie.   June  2^ 

180. 
Q.   Capt.   Donelan :    A.   Mr.  Ritchie,  Juo» 

8.  654. 

Blackpool  Improvement  Bill. 

c.   Rep,  from  Helet*t  '^om.,  June  6,  433. 

con.'.  June  12,  890. 

5r.*,  June  15.  1170, 
1.  IR.*.  June  16.  1318. 

Blind. 

State  Aid  for, 
Q.    Mr.   P.     O'Brien;     A.    Sir    M.    W. 

Ridler,  June  12,  906. 
Q,   Mr.'  P.    fVBrien;    A.    Mr.    Cliaplin,. 
June  16,  1348. 

Blormfon'tkin    Conferenck,    see  Trans V4«l — 
Uillanders*  Grievances. 

Bi,ood-monbt — Crimping  in  United  Sfcatea. 

Q.  Col.   Denny;   A.  Mr.   Brodrick,  Jun« 
12.  894. 
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see  Agriculture  and  Trade. 

Board  of  Education  Bill. 
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Qs.  Mr.  Stevenson,  Col.  Lockwood ;  As. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  June  19,  1500. 
Petition,  June  15, 1168. 

Boardixg-out  System  for  Pauper  Children, 

see  Poor  Law  Children. 
Boers,  see  Transvaal. 

BoiLFAS — Water-tube,  on  H.M.  Ships. — State- 
ment. 

Q.  Sir  J.  Fergusson ;  A.  Mr.  Goischen, 
June  8,  633. 

Bombay. 

Civil    and  Criminal    Appeals   in    Political 
Courts — Return. 
Q.   Sir  W.   Wedderbum ;   A.  Loi^  G. 
Hamilton,  June  15,  1178. 

Bootle  Corporation  Bill. 
c.  con.*,  May  31,  1. 
3r.*,  June  5,  293. 
1.  iR.*,  June  6,  412. 
2r.»,  June  15,  1166. 

Borough  FrxDs  Act,  1872. 

Petitions,  June  1,  3,  70,  78 ;  June  2,  163, 
173 ;  June  6,  414 ;  June  7,  537 ;  June  9, 
759,  1055. 

Borrowing  Powers  of  CorxTY  Councils. 
S.,  June  2,  224. 

BoscAWEN,   Mr.    a.    S.    T.    G.   [Kent,    Tun- 
bridge]. 
Workhouses,      Religious     Ministrations, 
June  2,  267. 

Bottled  Si'irits,  Duty  on. 

Finance  Bill— Motion  [Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach],  June  6,  458. 

Boulnois,  Mr.  E.  [Maiylebone,  E.]. 

Life  Assurance,  Lloyd's  Policies,  June  8,  ' 

633. 
London  Government  Bill,  June  2,  186. 

Women,  Qualification  of,  June  6,  467. 
I/ondon  Water  Purchase  Bill,  2r.,  June  1,  ! 

76. 

Bousfield,  Mr.  W.  R.  [Hackney,  N.]. 

I-rf)ndon  Government  Bill,  c<»n.,  June  6, 
519.  520,  523. 

Bowles,  Mr.  T.  G.  [Lynn  Regis]. 

Agricultural  Land  Vahiati on— Finance  Bill, 

new  clause.  June  6,  452. 
Business    of    the    House— Precedence     of 

<irivcinijienfe  Business,  June  19,  1614. 
Death     Uutieji,     Aggregatiun     Question — 

Finance  Bill,  Jime  6.  460. 
fiodalming  Corporation   Water  Bill,   con., 

June  13,  1003. 
H.il      ipjri^     f  ion    of   Children    Bill, 

com..  May  31,  28. 
Int(»xicating  Liquors  [Sundav  Closing]  Bill, 

2r..  June  7,  561,  562,  663,  565. 
Newfoundland  Fisheries,  Report.  June   16. 

1358. 
Private  Legislation    Procedure    [Scotland] 

Bill,  com.,  June  12,  946. 
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Bowles,  Mr.  T.  CI.— cotiI. 

Queen  Victoria,   Sontiisea  Birthday  Ode- 

bration*— Cancelling  of  Parade,  Jun«  2, 

180. 
Salisbunr  Plain— R«nt«la  of  Property,  Jane 

O,  44fi. 
Supply— Busineii  of  the  Hoiiae,  Jane  12, 

Und«-Mzed  Fisk  BUI,  la.,  June  8,  661,  662. 
Wine  d.Dii  B^rhou.«e  Acta  Amendment  Bill, 
2r.,  June  7,  676. 

Bradford    Tramways   and  ImproTeiiM&t 

BilL 

Petition,  June  6,  431. 
BRi^PY,  T,— Carrying  Fireaima  without  licence, 
prosecution. 
Q.  Mr.   T.   M.  Healy;  A.   Mr,  G.   W. 
Balfour,  June  15,  1189. 

Brakes,  Continuous— Return  presented,  Jime 

19,  1456,  1479. 

Brazil. 

Trade  Report  presented,  June  8,  596 ;  June 
15,  1168. 
Brkwers'  L.u.\  Lies -^Substitutes  for  Hope,  etc. 
Q.   Sir  C.  Quilter;   A.    Sir  M.   Hicki- 

B**;^rlK  J  Jinn   IS.    1183. 

Brigg  Urban  District  Gkw  BilL 
c.  Lords  Amendts.*,  June  2,  167. 

Brighton  Marine  Palace  and  Pier  BilL 

c.  2r.»,  June  7,  637. 

Bristol  Floods  Prevention  BilL 
1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 

Bristol  Gas  BilL 

c.  Rep.*,  June  19,  1477. 
British  Columbia. 

Japanese  Immigration. 
Q.  Mr.  Hoffan ;  A.  BCr.  J.  Ghmmberiaia, 
June  8,  636. 

British  Ne^i*  Guinea. 
Papers  relating  to. 
Q.  ^ir  J.  Lubbock;  A.  Mr.  J.  duute- 
lain,  June  6,  440. 

British  South  Africa  Ca»FA*rr. 

Bechuan&Iand  Eailwaj  Extemion — Uofj  of 
Corresptondi^nce  presented,  Maj  31,  7; 

June  1,  68. 

Brixton. 

City  and  Brixton  Railwmj  Bill;    «te  thil 

Title. 

Broork'k,  Rt.  Hon.   W.   St.   JoHif-^adir 

Secretary    for    Foreign    Affairs    [Snnvif, 

Guildford]. 

Anglo- American    Commiadon,    June    L 

82;  June  6,  299;  June  13,  1064. 
Armenia. 
Archbishops  and    Bitboptt   Datcntka 

of,  June  1,  80 ;  Juna  15,  1179. 
Distressed  Armeniant— Peace  Conte- 

ence,  Jun<?  Ig,  894. 
Kurdish     Atrocities   —  Rattiaa    ni 

French  Protest^  June  16,  1337. 
Massacrei    nl    1696  —  Oompeaiiute 
Claims,  June  9,  764^ 


«Broi9Bick,  Rt.  How.  W.  St.  John— <mwiI. 

Canton,   Britisli     Traders     at— Uaie    of 
Meisirs.   Blinker  &nd  Co.,  June  2,  176. 
China. 
Affairs  of.  Lord    Siilisbury^a    Policy- 
Lord    C.    Berestford's   Attack,    etc., 
June  9,  800. 
An  gin 'Russian  Agreement, 

Pekin     and     Manchurian     Railway, 

June  1,  82  j   June  8,  630. 
Russian  Spber^  of  Interest,  Exten- 
sion, Jnne  13,  1065. 
French    Claims  —  Mining    Rights    in 

Szechuen*  June  2,  163. 
Northern  Railway,  British  Loan  Con- 
tract — Rustsi an  Protest,  June  8,  628. 
Ric6  Exports  from  Nan  kin j^,   Probihi- 

tion  of.  June  13,  1065. 
Ta- lien- wan  as  an  Open  Port — Russian 
Cargoej?,    British    Vesaelfl    carrying, 
^  June  2,  175. 

Yang-tsze  Valley,  Geographical  I>ei]ni- 
tion,  etc.,  June  6,  63L 
Commercial  Travellers  in  Rui^fiiA,  Tax  on, 

June  8,  629. 
Consuls,   Foreign,   Exemption  from  Taxa- 
tion, Jnne  8,  628. 
Crimping  in  United  States — Blood -money, 

June  12,  894. 
Foreign  Service  Meijsengers,  Jime  9,  762. 
Oodalming  Corporation   Writer  Bill,  com., 

June  15,  1004,  1170. 
Most     Favoured    Nation     Clause — L^nited 

.States  Treaties,  June  9,  763. 
Muscat  Incident,  Papers  relating  to,  Jun« 

8,  627. 
Persia,     Russian    Railway    Construction — 
Expiration  of  Agreement,  etc,  June  8, 
629. 
Persian   Gulf,    British    Trade    Interests- 
Railway  Concessions  to  Gerraanv,  June 
8,  629, 
Ru»»ia,  Trade  in — 

United     States,     France     and     German  , 
Activity,  June  12,  893. 

oudan :  — 

Fever  among  Troops,  June  2,  ISO, 

Qarstiu's,  Sir  W.,  Report,  June  19,  1484, 

Military   Operatiuns,    Prospective,    June 
8,   631, 

Omdurman,    Battle    of— British    OflScers 
with  Native  Troops,  June  8,  651. 

Prieoners,   Release  of,  June  2,   179. 
Sugar  Bounties,  Abolition  of,  June  9.  763. 
Tonga — Visit  of  H.M..S.  "  Tauranga/' etc., 

June  8,  630 ;  June  13,  1064. 
Tureo- Servian  Frontier,  Fighting  on,  June 

19.  1485. 
Turkish    Loan    of  1855,    June    13.   1064; 

June  15,  1180. 
Waima     Incident — Compensation     Clsims, 

June  9,  812. 


Brampton  and  Piccadilly  Circus  Railway 
Bill. 

c,  con.*,  June  9.  756, 

3r.',  June  13.  1002, 

1.  In.*,  June  15,  1166. 


(SESSION  1S9FI [Bro-Bnr 

Mai/3\^-Jim'  19. 

Brooke's  Park  (Londonderry)  Bill 
1.  Rep.*,  June  13,  993. 
3r,*,  June  16,  1317, 
c.  lu.',  June  19.  1476. 


Broughty  Ferry  Gas  and  Paving  Order 
BiU. 

c,  Rep.%  June  2,  168 
3r.*,  June  6,  295. 
Bbunneb,  Sir  J,  T.  [Cheshire,  North wich]. 
London    Government   BilL    con.,   June  6. 
491. 

Bar  ss  ELS  Conk  ERE  soK, 

We^t   African   Liquor  Traffic,    see  Africa, 

^^est. 

BRYrE,  Rt,  Hok.   J.  [Aberdeen,   S.], 

Board   of  Education  Bill — Business  of  the 

Huui^c,  June  19,  1512. 
Education,    Scotland,    Grants,   etc.,    June 

16.  1394, 
London    Government    Bill,   con.,   June  6, 

461. 
Private    Legislation    Pioeedure    [Scotland] 

Bill,  com.,  June  12,  936. 

Brynmawr  and  Western  Valleys  Railway 
Bill, 

1.  Rep.  from  Select  com,,  June  15,  1166* 
BuciLANAN,  Mr.  T.  R,  [AberdeenshipB,  E.], 
I^idvi?mitfi  Barracks,  Insanitary  condition, 

June  9,  771. 
Private    Legislation    Procedure    [Scotland] 

Bill,  com,  June  12,  913.  944. 
School    Teachers,    Scottish^    Pensions    tO| 

June  9,  773. 
Secondarv  and  Technical  Schools.  Scotland, 
June  13,  1069. 

BrE-vos  Ayres, 

Cattle  Trade — Hindustan   losses. 
Q.   Mr,   Field;    A.  Mr.  Long,  June  13, 
1067, 

Buenos  Ayres  and  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany Bill, 

L  Rep.*,  June  8,  694. 

3r.*,  June  13,  994. 

c.  iR.*,  June  15,  1175. 

Building  TeuB  and  Leases  (Scotland)  Bill, 
Petitions,  June  2,  173;  Jun^  5,  296. 

Bullets. 

Dnni-Duni  Bullet,  see  that  Title. 
India,    Rtpttrt   Urdeied   [Lord    G,    Hamil- 
ton J.  Junw  8,  627. 

B  I  RIAL  Grounds,  see  Cemeteries. 

Burley-in^Wharfedale     Urban      District 
Water  Bill. 

1.  IlovaJ  As^tut,  June  6,  409. 
BuitMESE    \Vo>L\N,    Outrage    on    by    Britisk 

Soldiers,  see  India. 
Burxs,  Mb.  J.  [Batteisea]. 

Bathii  and  Wasbhouses  Acta  [Amendment] 

Bill,  2r.,  June  12,  991. 
London  Government  Bill,  con.  June  6,  497  j 

June  8,  708,  727. 
Lunacy  Bill,  2r.,  June  12,  991. 
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Bury  Corporation  Water  Bill. 

c.  2r.»,  June  6,  430. 
Business  op  the  Hoise. 

Q.  Capt.  Sinclair,  Mr.  Boulnois,  Mr.  Mor- 
ley,  Mr.  Dillon,  Sir  W.  Lawson,  Mr.  J. 
Redmond,  Capt.  Pretyman,  Mr.  Drage ; 
A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  June  2,  185 ;  Qs. 
Mr.  Crombie,  Mr.  Channing,  Sir  H. 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  C.  Cameron ; 
As.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  June  8,  660; 
Qs.  Sir  C.  Cameron.  Mr.  Bowles.  Mr. 
Channing.  Mr.  Bartlev ;  As.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  June  12,  907  •  Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ; 
A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  June  13,  1078; 
Qs.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell,  Capt.  Donelan ; 
As.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  June  15,  1198. 

Government  Business,  Precedence  of, 
Motion  [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour]  June  19, 
1502. 

Buxton,  Mr.  S.  C.  [Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar]. 
Colonial   Loans  Fund  Bill,   com.   June  8. 

740. 
London  Government  Bill,  con.  June  6,  463, 

480,   485,   503,   509.   510;    June  8,  710, 

715,  730. 

Bt-Electioxs. 

Edinburgh  [East   Division] 

New  Writ,  June  13,  1078. 
Edinburfijh  [South  Division]. 

New  Writ,  June  9,  762. 
Lancashire     [Southport],     New     Member 

Sworn,  June  1.  87. 
Yorkshire,    W.-R.    [Osgoldcross]. 

New  Writ,   June  19,   1474. 

Cables. 

Pacific  Cable  Scheme,  see  that  Title. 
South    Africa — Delay    in    transmission    of 
Sir  A.    Milner*fl   Memorandum. 

Q.  Mr.  Griffith;   A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  13,  1059. 

Calcutta  Municipal  Bill. 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton. 
June  16,  1336. 

Calder. 
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Cambridge  University  and  Town  Oas  BilL 

c.  3r.*,  Junel,  73. 

1.  commons  amendts.,  June  8.   593. 

Cameron.  Sir  C.  [Glasgow,  Bridgeton]. 

Bakerv     Dispute.     Glasgow — Case    of    A. 

M*Xauzhtoji,  June  19,  1485. 
Finance  Bill — Local  Loans.  June    8.    732» 

733,  734. 
Indian  Sugar  Duties — Tariff  Act,  1899.  June 

15.   1278. 
Orphan     Homes.     Scottish — ^Education    of 

Children,  etc.,  June  12,  896;   June  16, 

1338,  1429. 
"  Parliamentary  Debates. '  Delay  in  Pobli* 

cation,  June  5  [72],  303. 
Private    Legislation    Procedure   [Scotland] 

Bill,  com.,  June  12.  941.  968;  June  19. 

1540,  1543,  1656,  1560.  1562,  1567,  1569, 

1570.  1574,  1575,  1579.  1586. 
Telegraphs     [Telephonic     Communicatiun, 

etc.]  Bill.  June  8.  661;    June  12.  907; 

June  19,  1501. 

Campbkll-Bannerman,    Rt.    Hon.    Sib   H. 
[Stirling  Burghs]. 
Business    of    the    House — Precedence    of 

Government   Business.    June    19.    1506, 

1527. 
Death   Duties.   Agsrention  Que8tion>-Fi- 

nance  Bill.  June  6.  &9. 
Finance  Bill,  con..  June  6,  458. 
Indian  Sugar  Duties^Tariff  Act,  1899,  Jnnt 

15,  1307. 
London  Government  Bill — Qualificatiou  ol 

Women.  June  13,  1084. 
Naval  Works  Bill.  June  8.  660. 
Private    Legislation   Procedure   [Scotland] 

Bill,  com..  June  12,  914,  920.  925.  938, 

976.  979,  984.  988;  June  19,  1533,  1562, 

1558,  1570,  1571.  1578,  1583.  1685. 
Soudan  Expedition. 

Kitchener.  Lord.  Grant  to. 

Mahdi's  Body,  Treatment  of.  etc.,  JoM 
5,  332. 

Money  Grants,  House  of  Lords  mitiat- 
inff — Question   of   Privilege,  June  6, 

Thanks  of  the  House  to  Lord  Kitchener, 
June  8,  667. 


Aire  and  Calder  Navigation  Bill,  a?e  that 
Title. 

Caldwell,  Mr.  J.  [I^nark,  Mid]. 

Baths  and  Washhouses  Acts  [Amendment] 
Bill.  2r.,  Juno  12.  992. 

Colonial  Loans  Fund  Bill,  com.,  June  8, 
736.  744. 

Education.  Scotland — Attendance  of  Chil- 
dren at  School,  etc..  June  16,  1424. 

Finance  Bill,  con.,  June  6.  459. 
Promissory  Notes,  June  8.  731,  732. 

Private  Legislation  Pn>cedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  12.  923.  931.  936,  939, 
942.  946.  957.  959.  962.  964.  969.  971. 
974.  987 :  June  19.  1557,  1544,  1549.  1551. 
1566.  1567.  1570.  1585.  1588,  1589,  1592. 

Seat8  for  Shop  Assist^ints  [Enj^land  and 
Ireland]  Bill,  com.,  June  8,  748. 

Caledonian    Bailway    [General    Powers] 
Bill. 


1.  Rep.*,  June  12,  877. 
3r.,  June  19,  1454. 


Camperdown'.  Earl  of. 
I  Transvaal — ^ITit landers'  Ghievances. 

I  Bloemfontein  Conference.  June  8.  597. 

i  Canada. 

Anglo-American  CommiMion,  we  that  Title. 
Pauper  Children   Emigration,  aee  PoortiV 
Children. 
Canary  Islands. 

Trade  Report  presented.  June  1,  68. 

Canton— Briti!<h    Traders'     Rights— Cats    of 
Messrs.  Banher  and  Co. 

g.  Mr.  Hatch ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick.  Jdm 
2,  176. 

Capk  Colony. 

Anti-Britinh  Propaganda. 

Qs.  Sir  E.  Ashmead'Bartlett,   Mr.  Km- 

Neill ;  As.  Mr.  J.  ChamberUin.  Jum 

15,  1182  -r  Q.  Mr.  MuN«Ul ;  A.  Mr.  J. 

Chamberlain,  June  16,  1338. 

Ob.«>ervatorv,  Report  preMnted,  Jnn»2.  163r 

170. 
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Capb  to  Catbo  Railway  Scheme. 

Bechiianaland  Extension — Correspondence 
with  Mr.  Rli(Kie»  presented.  May  31,  7 ; 
June  1,  68. 

Cabdiff. 

All  Saints'  Church  [Ciirdiff]  Bill,  see  that 
Title. 

Cardiff  Railway  Bill. 
1.  R«p.*.  June  13,  993. 
3r.,  June  19,  1454. 


{SES8I0N  1899}  neap— .C»ta 

MaySl^-Jime  19. 

'  CaVA^— rout. 

Tramwavs  Act — ^Relief  to  Ratepayers. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  19,   1492. 

Cecil,  Lord  H.  [Greenwich]. 

London   Government   Bill.    Con.,    June   6, 
490.  524     Juney.  703.  710. 

Celtic  LAXiittAUE  in  Irish  Schools. 
Reduction  in  number  of  marks. 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;   A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  16,  1364. 


Cemetries  Bating  Bill. 

Petition,  June  5,  296. 
I  Ckmeteby  £^<.  andal,  Aberdeen. 

Q,  G^a.  Russell ;    A.    Mr.  A.  G.  Murray,. 
June  19.  1486. 
Central  Tklegrai'h  Staff,  see  Telegraphista* 
Ceylon. 

Waste  Liind  Ordnances — Mr.  Le  Mesurier's 
Complaints.  Pai)er8  relating  to. 
Q.  Mr.  Schwann ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  13,  1059. 

Chain  Cables. 

See  Anchors  and  Chain  Cables. 
Chairman  of  Committees — Rt.  Hon.  J.  W. 
Lowther. 


Cabew,  Mr.  J.  L.  [Dublin,  College  Green]. 

KiMare     Agricultural     Grant,     Reduction,  I 

June  8,  650. 
T^    AdiiUerdtion  of— Inquiry.  June  9,775. 

Camiarthen— Ch.iiities.  I 

Commissioners    Report,  Delay  in  Publica- 
tion. 

Q.     Mr.     L.     Morgan :    A.    Mr.    G.  , 
Lawson,  .Fuiie  19.  1487. 
R««turn  presentetl,   f   ne  8,  626. 

CaBmKn— ^tre^t  Obstruct  ion. 

Dismie^al    of    Prosecution    at    Marylebone 
Police  Station. 

Q.    Gen.    I^iurie ;      A.     Mr.    ColHngs, 
June  15.  1184. 

Cabmichael,  Sir  T.  G.  G.   [Kdiiiburgh,  Mid- 
lothian]. 

XewfoundhinJ  Fisheries  Rep«^rt,  June  16, 
1338. 

Carnarvon  Pollinc;  Distrfct. 

County  Council    Order  presented.  June  1,  |  Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J.— Secretary  of  State 

for  the  Colon iejs  [Birmingham,  \V.]. 
Africa,  We^t.  Lifiiiur  Trade, 


Chaloner,  Cai»t.  R.  G.  W.  [Wilts.,  WestburyJ. 
London   Government   Bill,   Con.,   June  6, 

521.  523. 
Money-lending  Bill.  June  8,  660. 


70,  79. 
Qabson,  Rt.  Hon.  E.  [Dublin  University]. 

Dublin   Corporation   Bill,    Con..   June   13, 
1013,  1018. 

Carter,   Rev.   C.    E.   J— Illegal   Practices  at 
Government  Factory  Chai)€ls. 

Qs.  Mr.  Channing,  Mr.  C.  Williams ;  As. 
Mr.  Wyndham,  June  12.  897. 

Castlerea    and    Ballauhaderken — Sanitary 
Work* — Eipensea. 

Q.  Mr.  Havilen  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  16,  1357. 

Cattle  Trade. 

Buenos  Ayres — Hindustan  Losses. 

Q.    Mr.   FieM  ;    A.  Mr.   Long,  June  13, 
1067. 

Cattston,  Mr.  R.  K.  [Southwaik,  W.] 

London  Government  Bill.  Con..  June  8,  726. 
Oatak. 

Fair  Rent  ap[)li(ations — Delav  in  hearing. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell :   A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  16.  1355. 
Land       Commission — Sub-Commissioners* 
Judgments. 

Q.    Mr.    S.    Young:    A.    Mr.    G.    W. 
Balfour.  .June  8,  647. 
Local  Government  Board— Refusal  to  trans- 
fer   divisions    fr(»m    Granaid    to    Cavan 
Union. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell :   A.   Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  13,  1075. 
Magistracy,  Vacancy. 
g.   Mr.   J.   P.   Farrell;    A.   Mr.   G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  16,  1359. 
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Brussels  i'oufei^nL^e,  June  13,   1063. 
Spirit  Duties  Increase,  June  15,  1181. 

'  Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J. 

Anglo-AtiifTLiMii  Commission,  June  6,  441. 
Ansahs    of    Ashanti — Compensation,    etc., 

June  15,  1180. 
'*  Anti-Brithli"      Propaganda      in      Cape 
Colons   ^^i^"e  15,  1183 ;   June  16,  1338. 
I  British   Columbia— Japanese   Immigration, 

;  June  8,  636. 

Ceylon  Waste  Land  Ordnances.   June  13, 
I  1059. 

Imperial  Institute  and  the  London  Univer- 
sity Scheme,  Juoe  6,  441. 
Indian  Sug^r  Diiti&9— Tanif  Act,  June  16, 

1291. 
Mauritius  Sugar  Industry,  June  13,  1063. 
I  Natal,    Boers    in    —Alleged    Arming    by 

Transvaa    Govsmment,  June  13,   1061. 
New  iJuint^Ji    Britisli— Pripers  relating  to, 

June  6.  440. 
Newfoundland  Fisheries,  Report.  June  16, 
i  1338. 

I  Pacific  Cable  Scheme.  June  13,  1063. 

Sierra    Leone — Sir   D.    Chalmers'    Report, 

June  2.  177. 
Transvaal,  Uitlandera'  (Grievance,  etc. 
'  Applebe,    Mrs.,    Murder    of,    June    19, 

1484. 
Bloemfontein  Conference.  June  8.  637. 
Arbitration — President    Kruger's    Pro- 
posal. June  13.  1060. 
Miluer's.   Sir  A.,   Memorandum,  Jun» 
I  13,  1060. 

[Continued 
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Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  J.—cont, 

Edgar,  Mr.,  Killed  by  Policeman  at 
Joliaiinesburg — Compensation  to  Mrs. 
Edgar,  June  2,  183 ;  June  19,  1486. 

Oath  of  Allegiance — ^Naturalisation  of 
British  Subjects,  June  16,  1337. 

Political  Rights,  June  13,  1061,  1062. 

Rhodes',  Mr.,  Interviews  with  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  Alleged,  June  15,  1182. 

Uitlanders'  Petition— Signatures,  June  5, 
306. 

War,  Declaration  of.  Previous  to  Jame- 
son Raid,  June  19,  1485. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequeb — Right  Hon. 
Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach. 

West  Indies— Fruit  Steamers,  Local  Duties 
on  Rum,  etc.,  June  6,  441. 

Channel  Islands — From  Crown  Rights, 
Revenues— Return  Ordered  [Sir  C.  Dilke], 
June  12,  893. 

Channing,  Mr.  F.  A.  [Northampton,  East]. 

Adulteration    of   Food   and   Drugs    Bill — 
Business  of  the  House,   June  12,  908. 
*   Business     of    the    House — Precedence    of 
Government  Business,  June  19,  1519. 

Desborough  Level  Crossing  Fatality,  In- 
quest— Board  of  Trade  Representative, 
June  2,  181. 

Divine  Service  at  Enfield  Ordnance  Factory 
Chapel — Illegal  Practices,  June  12, 
897. 

Dum-Dum  Bullet,  issue  of,  to  Troops  in 
India,  June  5,  301. 

Lunacy  Bill,  2r.,  June  12,  990. 

""Parliamentary  Debates,"  Delay  in  Publi- 
cation, June  5,  304. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
— Expenses,  June  12,  910. 

Railway  Servants,  Fatalities  Among, 
Number  of,  June  2,  178. 

Soudan  Campaign :  — 

Grant  to  Lord  Kitchener,  House  of 
Lords  Initiating  Money  Grants — Ques- 
tion of  Privilege,  June  6,  321. 
Thanks  of  the  House  —  Cruelty  to 
Wounded  Dervishes,  Alleged,  June  8, 
676,  681,  682. 

Supply— Business  of  the  House,  June  8, 
660. 

Vaccination,  June  2,  198,  199,  218. 

<?HAPLiN,  Rt.  Hon.  H.— President  of  the  Local 
Government     Board     [Lincolnshire,     Slea- 
ford]. 

Blind,  State  Aid  for,  June  16,  1349. 
Loans,  Municipal,  Repayment  of,  June  2, 

Sol, 

Local  Government  Board    Inquiries,  June 

2.  281. 
Meat    Inspection    at    Liverpool — Appoint- 
ment of  Unqualified  Inspector,  June  16, 

1348. 
Poor    Law    Children — Education,    Barrack 

Schools,  etc.,  June  2,  256. 
Reading  Public  Vaccinator — Remuneration, 

June  16,  1349. 
Vaccination,  Conscientious  Objections,  etc., 

June  2,  193,  194,  197,  213,  215. 
Workliousas,   Religious  Ministration,  June 

2,  278. 
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Chaxing  Cross,  Euston  and   Hampstead 
Bailway  Bill. 

1.  Rep.  from  com.   of  Selection,  June  12, 
879. 
Charitable  and  Other  Allowances. 

Vote    for,    com.*,    June    1,    157,    Rep.*, 
June  2,  288. 
Charities       and       Charity       CoifMissioN, 
Carmarthen. 

Delay  in  Publication  of  Report. 
Q.  Mt.  L.  Morgan;  A.  Mr.  G.  Law- 
son,  June  19,  1487. 
Return  Presented,  June  8,  626. 
Endowed  Schools,  Report  Presented,  June 

8,  596,  625. 
Flint,  Inquiry.  Paper  Presented,  May  31, 

7. 
Welsh  Intermediate  Education  Act,  Report 
Presented,  June  14,  1091,  June  16,  1168. 
Yorkshire,  West  Riding,  Return  Presented, 
June  8,  626. 

Charles,   Sir  A. — Appointment  as  Dean  of 
Archee. 
Q.  Mr.    C.    McArthur;    A.    Mr.    Collings, 

June  15,  1186. 
Q.  Lord  Balcarres ;  A.  Mr.  Collings,  June 

16,  1340. 

Cheap  Trains  BilL 

Petition,  June  5,  296. 
Chile. — Trade  Report  presented,  June  15,  1168. 
Children. 

Education,  see  that  Title. 

Half-timers      Bill,      see      Education     of 

Children  Bill. 
Jam  Factories,  Labour  in. 

Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Rid- 
ley,  June  5,  297. 
Poor  Law  Children,  see  that  Title. 
Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to — Petition 
for  alteration  of  Law,  June  12,  892. 

China. 

Anglo-Russian     Agreement — ^Russian    De- 
mand, Pekin  and  Manchurian  Railway, 
S.  June  9,  790,  808,  816,  828,  856,  m 

867. 
Q.   Mr.    Provand;    A.   Mr.   Brodrick, 

June  1,  82. 
Q.  Mr.  Lambert;    A.    Mr.    Brodrick, 
June  8,  630. 
Army    Reorganisation,    S.    June  9,   789, 

801. 
Beresford,  Lord  C,   Mission,   S.  June  9, 

800. 
Break-up  of  China,  S.  June  9,  798,  810. 
British  Government  Policy — Lc^  Chark§ 
Beresford's   Protest,    etc.,    S.    June  9, 
786,  815,  847,  866. 
British  Trade.  S.  June  9,  785,  903,  843. 
Canton,  British  Traders  in — Case  of  Meesn. 
Banher  and  Co. 
Q.  Mr.  Hatch ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  JuM 
2,  176. 
Fiscal  Reforms,  S.  June  9,  802. 
French  Claims — Minins;  Rights  in  Stecbuea. 
Q.  Sir  E.  Sassoon ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Jose 
2,  183. 
Goyernment  Reorganisation. 

S.  June  9,  801. 
Northern  Railway — Britisli  Loaa  Contnot 
— ^Ruaman  Protest. 
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China— con/. 

Q.  Lord  C.  Beresford;  A.  Mr.    Brod- 
rick,  June  8,  628. 
Open-Door  Policy  v.  Sph-eres  of  Influence, 

S.  June  9,  779.  786.  793.  804,  828.  847. 
"  Pipe-down  '*  Policy. 
0.    Lord   Charles   Beresford,   S.    June  9, 

799. 
Kailways,  S.  June  9,  796. 
Rice  Exports  from  Nanking. 
Q.  Mr.  Provind ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
13.  1066. 
Russian  Railwav  Interests — Correspondence 

presented,  June  5,  291.  297. 
Russian  Sphere  of  Interest,  Extension  of — 
Anglo-Russian  Agreement. 
Q.  Sir  E.   Ashmead-Bartlett ;    A.  Mr. 
Brodrick.  June  13,  1065. 
Squadron,  British.  Visit  to  China. 
Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick;   A.    Mr.    Qoscben, 
June  9,  776. 
Ta-lien-wan    as    an    Open    Port — Russian 
Cargoes.  British  Vessels  carrying. 
Q.  Sir  E.  Gouriey;   A.  lir.  Brodrick, 
June  2.  175. 
Tientsin  Treatv. 

S.  June  9.  768.  806.  854. 
Trade  Report  jpresented,  June  2,  165. 
Yang-tsze  Vail e v. 
S.  June  9.  793*.  805,  824.  854,  862,  866. 
Geographical      Definition,       Railway 
Rate.o,  et<!. 

Q.  Mr.   Lambert ;   A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  8.  630. 
"  Xo  Man's  Land."  S.  June  9,  842,  856. 

Chbistmas  Boxks,  Postmen's. 

0.  Mr.  Steadman,  June  1,  102. 

Churcli  Discipline  Bill. 

Petition,  June  19.  1478. 

Chxtbch    Discipline    and    Public    Worship 
REGrLATioN,  Return  pres^jnted,  Juae  7,  539. 

Chxtbch  of  England. 

Confessional  Boxes,  Return  presented,  June 

15.  1167. 
Ritualistic  Practices. 
Danbury,  Rev.,  Illegal  Practices  at  St. 
Michael's,  Southampton. 
Q.   Mr.   S.    Smith;    A.   Mr.   A.  J. 
Balfour,   June  12,  907. 
Enfield  Small  Arms  Factory. 

Ritualistic     Practices    in     Government 
Chapelfl. 
Qs.   Mr.   Channing,  Mr.   C.   Wil- 
liams;      As.     Mr.     Wyndham, 
June  12.  898. 

Ohnrch  Stretton  Water  Bill. 

c.  2r.*,  June  6.  430. 
CiBCULARS,  Postage  in  Bandon  and  Clone. 

Q.  Mr.  E.  Barrv;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
16,  1342. 

City  and  Brixton  Railway  Bill, 
c.  Rep.*.  June  2.  168. 

oon.*.  June  7.  537. 

3a.*.  June  12,  890. 
1.  lR.»,  June  13.  994. 

Civil  Employment— Retired  Army  and  Navy 
Officers. 

Q.   Capt.    Norton;    A.   Mr.   Anstruther. 
June  8.  657. 
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Civil  Service. 

Indi<k  —  Examinations.     Regulations     pre- 
sented, June  1,  69,  78 ;  May  31,  6. 
Pav  Deductions. 
Q.  Capt.  Norton ;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv,  June 
2,177. 

Civil  Service  Estimates,  see  Supply. 

Clancy,  Mr.  J.  J.  [Dublin  County,  N.]. 

Balrothery    Countv  Cess — Standard  Rate,. 

June  16,  1353. 
Service  Franchise  Bill,  con.  June  14,  1154. 
Trawling    off    Howth — Compensation     to 
Fishermen,  June  16.  1360 ;  June  19.  1500. 
Clapham  Sorting  Office— Vacancies. 

Q.  Mr.  Steadman  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv,  June 
1,  81. 

Clark.  Dr.  [Caithness]. 

Education,  Scotland.  June  16,  J.339,  1439, 

1449. 
Letters — Dailv  Deliveries,  June  1.  125. 
Lighthouse     ICeepers,     Scottish  —  Retiring- 
Allowances,  etc.,  June  16, 1342. 
Pauper     Children,    Education,    etc.,    June 

2,249. 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill.  com..  June  12.  920.  928.  931,  938, 
946.  947,  953,  955.  961.  964,  967,  973,  975, 
982;  June  19.  1533.  1539.  1546,  1563,. 
I  1562,  1569,  1570.  1577,  1592,  1593. 

,  Expenses.  June  12.  909. 

I  Vaccination  Prosecutions,  June  2,  218. 

'  Clarke,  Sir  E.  [Plymouth]. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6,  482, 
491,  506,  514. 

Clay  Cross  Water  Bill. 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6.  409. 
Clergy. 

Tithe-owning  Clergj-  of  England  and  Wales 
— ^Agricultural  Kates  Act  Petition,  June 
8.597. 
Tithe  Rent-Chargf^  [Rates]  Bill,    see    that 
Title. 
Clone — ^Postage  or  Circulars. 

Q.  Mr.  E.  Barry ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
16,  1342. 

Clough,  Mr.  W.  0.  [Portsmouth]. 

London   Government  Bill,    con.,   June    6, 
523,  52*. 

Clyde  Navigation  Bill. 

c.  2r.^,  June  15,  1170. 
Coalville  Urban  District  Gas  Bill. 
1.  commons  amendts.*,  June  2,  161. 
Royal  Assent.  June  6,  410. 

Coatbridge. 

Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Water  Bill,  see  that 
Title. 

Cobham  Gkus  Bill. 

1.  3r.*.  June  2.  161. 
c.  iR.*.  June  5.  326. 
2r.^,  June  14,  1089. 

Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H.  [A>Tshire.  North]. 
Private    Legislation    Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill.com.,  June  12.979. 

CoGHiLL.  Mr.  D.  H.  [Stoke-upon-Trent]. 

Clerical  Tithes  Bill — ^Business  of  the  House, 
June  19,  1519. 
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Cohen,  Mr.  B.  L.  [Islington,  E.] 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6,  473. 

Coinage.  Expenses  of,  Vote  for,  Rep.*,  June 
1,   158. 

Coleridge,  Lord. 

Crime,   Incitement  to,  Ireland — M'Hale  v. 
Sullivan,  June  12.  881,  882,  884. 

CoLLiNGs,  Rt.  Hon.  .1. — Under-Secretary  for  the 
Home  Office  [Birmingliam.  Bordesley]. 
Ecclesiastical  Judges — Appointment  of  Sir 

A.  Charles,  June   15.    1186;    June  16, 

1540. 
Naturalisation      C'ertificates.      Obtaining 

from  Secretary  of  State,  June  15,  1185. 
Strtet   Obstruction — Dismissal   of   Prose- 

cuti(m  against  Carmen,  June  16.  1185. 
Wine    and    Beerhouse    Acts  Amendment 

Bill.  2r..  June?,  574.  575.  581. 

Colonial  Loan  Funds  Bill. 

c.  Com.,  735. 

Colonial  Loan  Funds  Bill. 

Q.  Mr.    Dillon;     A.    Mr.    A.   J.   Balfour, 
June  9,  777. 

Colonial  Office. 

Secretary  of  State— Rt.  Hon.  J.  Chamber- 
Iain. 
Parliamentary  Sei-rctary — Earl  of  Selbome. 

Colonial  and  Foreign  Banks  Guarantee  j 

Fund  Bill.  I 

c.  2r.*,  June  6.  430.  j 

Rep.*,  June  16,  1330.  [ 

Colonies.  j 

Annual    Reports   Presented,    June    1,   69; 

June  £,  170;  June  19,   1456,  1479.  | 

Probates  Act,  Queensland,  Order  in  Coun-  j 

cil   Presented.  June  6.  414.  434. 


J  Commercial  Treaties. 

I  Most    Favoured    Nation    Clause — Foreign 

Treaties. 
I  Q.    Col.   Milward;    A.   Mr.   Brodrick, 

I  June  9,  763. 

Commissions. 

Prevention   of    Corruption   Bill,    see    that 
Title. 

Companies  Winding-fp  Orders. 

Return  Ordered  [Mr.  C.  McArthurl  June 
13,  1057. 

Companies  Acts  Amendment  Bill. 

Petition,  June  16,  1175. 

COMFEXSATIOX  TO   WORKMEN  FOR  InJXTBIES. 

See  Workmen*8  Compensation. 
CoMPTOx,  Lord  A.  F.  [Beds.,  Biggleswade]. 
Death  Duties,  Aggregation — Finance  Bill, 
new  clause,  June  6th,  444,  4S2. 

Comi*troller  and  Auditor-Genebai.. 
Retirement  of  Mr.  Mills. 
Q.  Mr.  M'Kenna ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
June  1,  83. 

Confectionery,  Indian  Exports— Return. 

Q.  Mr.  Maclean ;   A.  Mr.  Ritchie.  June 

6,  443. 

Confessional    Boxes — C*hurch    of    England, 
Return  Presented,  June  15,  1167. 

Congested  Districts  [Ireland]  Board. 
Bagot  EKtate. 

Q.  Mr.  Harden ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  15,  1188. 
Dilhm's.  Lord,  Estate. 
Q.   Mr.   T.  M.   Healy;    A.   Mr.  Q.  W. 


Balfour,  June 


Uealy;    A 
16,  1361. 


Colville,  Mr.  J.  [Lanark,  N.E.].  \ 

Intoxicating];  Tii^uors  [Sunday  Closing]  Bill  | 

2r.,  June  7.  544. 
Private    Legislaticm    Procedure    [Scotland] 

Bill,  com.,  June  12.  928.  j 

Quarrier  s     ()ri)Iian   Homes — Education   of  ' 

Children,  June  16,  1434.  | 

CoMERFORi).   p. — Fishing   Prosecution. 

Q.   Mr.   P.  OBrien:    A.  G.   W.   Balfour, 
June  16.  1358. 
Commerce,  see  Trade  and  Commerce. 
Commercial  Editation. 

United  States,  Report  Presented,  June  15, 

1168. 
University    of    Londim    and    the   Imperial 
Institute  Scheme,  etc.  ' 

Q.   Sir  H.   Vincent;    A.  Mr.   Russell, 
June  1.  80.  j 

Commercial  Travellers. 

Russia.   T.ix   on   British   Commercial   Tra-  j 
vtlliMs  in. 

0.  Mr.  Bill;   A.  Mr.  Broderick,  June 
8.  629. 

Commercial  Post-cards. 

Q.    Sir    R.    Hanson;     A.    Mr.    Hanburv. 

June  12.  904.  '     I 

U 


Congested     Districts     (Scotland)     Act 
Amendment  BilL 

1.  2r.,  June  2,  164. 
Rep.*,  June  5,  29L 
3r.*,  June  6,  429. 

Congo— Trade    Returns    Presented.    June  19, 
1456. 

CONISBROUGH  AND  WoODHOXrSK  RaILWAT. 

See  Woodhouse  and  Conisbrough  Railmj. 

CoNNAFGHT— National  School  l^achen. 

Q.  Mr.  Field;   A.  Mr.  O.  W.  Balfour, 

June  13.  1070. 

CoN-NArcjnT  Rangers  at  Mrebitt. 
Shooting  Case. 

Q.    Mr.    H.    Roberts;     A.    Lord   0. 
Hamilton.  June  16,  1335. 

Con.stabulary,  Royal  Irish. 

Belmullet,  Extra  Police  Force  in. 

Q.  Mr.  Crilly;   A.  Mr.  O.  W.  Balfour. 
June   13,   1075. 
Mr.  Hale  v.  Sullivan,  Debate  [1.].  June  12, 

880. 
Meehan,  District  Inspector,  Oondnct  of. 
Q.  Mr.   J.  P.  Farrell;    A.  Mr.  0.  W. 
Balfour,  June  15.  119S. 
Promotion. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  FarroU;    A.  Mr.  O*  W. 
Balfour.  June  16»  13Bi. 
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Massacres  —  CcMnpensation  '  Cotjrtney,  Rt.  Hon.  L.  H.  [Cornwall,  Bodmml 
,  Indian    Sugar    Duties— Tariff    Act,    1899, 

June  15,  1283. 
London   Government    Bill,    con.    June    6, 
487,  489. 
Women.  Qualification  as  Aldermen  and 
Councillors,  June  6,  464. 
Paris   Exhibition— British  Works  of  Art, 

June  16,  1186. 
Private   Legislation    Procedure    [Scotland] 

Bill,  com.  June  19,  1544,  1545,  1551. 
Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 
2r.,  June  7,  571. 


CONSTAKTINOPLE 

Claims. 
Q.  Col.  Dennv ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June  i 
9,  763. 

CSoxsrLS,  Foreign — Ex#»mption  from  Taxation. 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon;    A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June- 
8,  627. 

■Contagious  Diseases  [Akimai/S],  see  Diseases  ' 
of  Animals.  I 


CJooKSTOWN  Orange  Riots. 

Q.    Mr.    Dillon;    A.    Mr.   G.    W.    Balfour, 
June  8,  646. 
Q.  Mr.  Doogan;   A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  15,  1194. 

•Cooper's      Hill      College— Retirement      of 
Officers. 

Q.  Sir  S.  King;   A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
June  15,  1178. 

COBK. 

Council      Contracts,      Disqualification     of 
Shareholder  as  Councillor. 
Q.  Mr.  Tully;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  8,  652. 
Military    District — Contracts    for    Stores, 
Complaints. 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams. June  19.  1482. 

Cork  Corporation  (Finance)  Bill. 

1.  2r.*,  June  8,  594.  | 

COBONERS.  ' 

Lincolnshire  Coroners'  Bill,  see  that  Title.  ! 

Corruption,  Prevention  of. 

See  Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill.  I 

Costello,  p.,  Case  of,  i 

Q.  Mr.  Haydon;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  19,   1495.  , 

Councillors    and    Aldermen — Qualificatdon  j 
of     Women — London     Government      Bill, 
Mr.  Courtney's  new  clause,  June  6,  464 — 
Mr.  ElKot's  Amendment,  June  13,  1078. 

County  Cess,  Ireland. 

Balrothery — Standard  Rate. 
Q.  Mr.  Clancv ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  16.  1353. 

County     Councillors     [Qualification     of 
Women]  [Scotland]  Bill. 

Petition,  June  2,  173. 
County  CouNaLs. 

Borrowing  Powers,  S.,  June  2,  224. 
Irish  Questions,  see  Ireland. 
Local     Goveniment     Board     Powers,     see 
Local  Government  Board. 

County  Courts. 

Fees — Proposed  Reduction. 
Q.    Sir    C.    Dilke;    A.    Mr.    Hanbury, 
June  5,  299. 
Officers  [Ireland]  Clerical  Assistance,  Grant 
for — Return. 


42, 


Q.  Mr.  Engledew;   A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  i  o„^_    ^r 


Cranborne.  Vis.  [Rochester]. 

Day    School    Code — ^Articles    37    and 
i  June  19,  1487. 

Half-timers — Education    of   Children    Bill, 

ci>m.  May  31,  19.  41,  42. 
London    Government    Bill,    con.    June   8, 
705. 

I  Crawford,  T.,  Cask  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Austin;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  5,  308. 

Crilly,  Mr.  D.  [Mayo,  North]. 

BelmuUet,    Extra   Police  Force,   June   13, 
I  1075. 

I  Dublin     General     Post     Office,     Officials* 

Grievances.   June  2,  284. 
Dublin      Metropolitan      Police  —  Summer 

Clothing,  June  13,  1074. 
O'Donnell,    Dominick — Inmate  of  Belmul- 
let  Union,  June  13,  1074. 

Crime,   Incitement  to,  Irelant),   M*Hale  v. 
Sullivan,  Debate. 
(1.)  June  12,  880. 
Crimping— United   States. 

Q.  Col.  Dennv;   A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
12.  894. 

Cripps.  Mr.  C.  A.  [Gloucester,  Stroud]. 

Half-timers — Education  of  Children  Bill, 
com.  May  31,  40. 

L<)n(lon  Government  Bill,  con.  June  6, 
501.  511.  514,  515. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  ami.  Jime  12,  919,  920,  923,  924, 
927,  928,  934,  938.  977,  986,  988 ;  June 
19,  1533.  1537,  1538,  1539,  1542,  1543, 
1545.  1549,  1578,  1588.  1592. 

Crofters'  Holdings  [Scotland]  Act  [1886] 
Amendment  Bill. 

Petition.  June  2.  173. 
j  Crombie,  Mr.  J.  W.  [Kincardineshire]. 

Education,    Scotland,    June  8,   635:    June 
I  16,  1441. 

I  Private   Legislation    Procedure    [Scotland] 

I  Bill,  com.    June  12,  941 ;  June  19,  1660. 

Scottli  Estimates— Business  of  the  House, 

June  8,  660. 
Secondary   Education,   Scotland,   June   16. 

1402. 
Universities.     Scottish— Number    of    Stu- 
dents, June  12.  896. 

Cross,  Mr.  A.  [Glasgow,  Camlacbie]. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.  June  12,  963. 


Jiine  6,  438. 
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London  Government  Bill,  June  15,  1169.* 


Oro-DU] 

Orowborougli  District  Gas  Bill. 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 

Orowborough  District  Water  BilL 

1.  3r/.  June  1,  66. 

c.  Lurds  Amendments*,  June  9,  756. 

Customs  Department. 

Boatmen's  Grievances,  S..  June  1.  149. 
Goschen  Minute,  S.,  June  1,  143,  146. 
Officers*    Grievances,    Debate   in   com.    of 

Supply,  June  1,  132. 
Out-door     Officers  — Hours     of     Labour, 
Wages,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.   Steatlman  ;    A.  Mr.   Hanbury, 
June  6,  436. 
Vote  for,  June  1,  132  :  June  2.  287. 
Watchers— Hours  of  Labour.  Wages,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.    Steadman;    A.    Mr.    Hanbury, 

June  6,  436. 
Pay,  S.,  June  1,  148. 

Cyprus — Grant  in  Aid. 

Q.  Mr.  Pierpoint ;   A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
June  19,  1502. 

Dalrymple.  Sir  C.  [Ipswich]. 

Private    Legislation    Procedure    [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  19.  1580.. 

Dalziel,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Kirkc;»ldy  Burghs]. 

Colonial  Loans  Fund  Bill,  com.,  June  8,  741. 
Customs  Department.  June  1,  154.  155. 
Private    Legislation    Prcxiedure    [Scotland] 

Bill,  com.,  June  12.  916.  937.  954,  958, 

959.  979,  983 ;  June  19.  1561,  1565,  1687, 

1588. 
Trout  Fishing  Annual  Close  Time  [Scotland] 

Bill,  2r,  June  12,  989. 
Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 

2r,  June  7,  580,  581. 

Danbury,     Rev.— Illegal     Practices     at     St. 
Michael's,   Southampton. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Smith ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
June  12,  907. 

Darwen  Corporation  Bill. 

c.  Rep.,  from  Select  Com..  June  6,  433. 

com.*.  June  13,  1002. 

3r.*.  June  16,  1328. 
1.  1r.*.  June  16.  1318. 
Davitt,  Mr.  [Mayo.  S.]. 

Colonial  Loans'  Fund  Bill,  com.,  June  8.  742. 
Dublin  Telei'raT)hist.s*  hours  of  Dutv,  June  9. 

775. 
Intoxicating   Liquors  [Sundav  Closing]  Bill, 

2r.  June  7,  561.563. 
Magistrates.  Resident  [Ireland],  Salaries  of, 

June  9.  767. 
National    School   Teacliers.    Examinations,  ; 

June  12,  902. 
Rangoon  Woman.  Outrage  on.  by  British  ' 

Soldiers  in  India.  June  12.  896 :  'June  16   > 

1336. 
SrMidan  Campaign— Tlianks  of  the  House.      | 

Kitchener.  Lord,  June  8,  668. 

Wounded  Dervishe.<».  Crueltv  to— Condnct  I 
of  British  Troofis.  June  8.*  674,  680.  697.  j 
Dkatii  Dxtties. 

Aggregation   Question— Finance   Bill.   New 
Clause,    Motion    [Lord    A.    Hninpton],  I 
June  6,  444.  '  ■ 
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Death  Duties— con/. 

Indefinite  Liability  for  Estate  Duty-— En- 
dorsement on  Registered  Titles,  Debate 
[1],  June  13,  997. 

Dedates,  see  "Parliamentary  Debates." 

Defective  Children. 

Elementary     Education      [Defective     ind 
Epileptic  Children]  Bill,  see  that  l^tle. 

Denistox.  J. ,  C.\SE  OF. 

Q.    Mr.    J.    P.    Farrell;    A.    Mr.    J.   P. 
Williams,  June  19,  1482. 

Denmark. 

Trade  Report,  presented  June  8,  596. 

Denny,  Col.  J.  M.  [Kilmarnock  Burghs]. 

Armenian  Massacres — Compensation  Claimi, 

June  9,  763. 
Crimping  in  United   States — Blood-numev, 

June  12,  894. 
Education,        Scotland— Distribution       of 

Grants,  June  16,  1391. 
Private    Legislation    Procedure    [Scotland] 

Bill,  com.,  June  12,  983. 

Derby  Corporation  [Tramways,  etc]  BilL 

c.  Rep.,  from  Select  Com.,  June  9,  758. 
con.*,  June  16,  1328. 

Derby  Corporation  Water  BilL 

c.  Instruction  to  com.  as  to  Consolidation  cf 
Bills,  June  2,  167. 
Rep.*,  June  16, 133L 

Derby  Day  and  Sutton  School  Childben, 
S.,  June  2,  247. 

Derwent    Valley    Water    Bill, 
formerly 
Sheffield  Corporation  [Derwent  Vil* 
leyj  Water  BilL 

c.  Instruction  to  com.  as  to  Consolidatioa 
of  Bills,  June  2.  167. 
Rep.*,  June  16, 1331. 

Desborough     Level     Cbossino     Fatality, 
Inquest — Board  of  IVade  RepretentatiTe. 
Q.  Mr.  Channing ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
2,  181. 

Destittte   CHrij)SEN'  [Ibklaxd]   and  Imr^ 
TRIAL  Schools. 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour. 
June  8,  648. 

Devoxshire,      Duke      of— Interference     in 
Southport  Election — ^Breadi  of  Privilege. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  I/owther ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J,  BaUbiir» 
June  5,  307. 
Motion  [Mr.  J.  Lowther],  311. 

Dickson-Poyxder,  Sir  J.  [Wilt«,  (^ppenhaml. 
London  Gk>veminent  Bill,  con.,  June  8.  717, 
719,  720,  728. 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hox.  Sir  C.  [Gloucester,  Fotcit  of 
Dean]. 

Anglo-American       Coiimustion Official 

Statement,  June  5,  299. 
Business  of  the  House,  June  13, 1078. 
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DiLKE,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  C.-con(. 

Government   Business,   Precedence   of, 
June  19,  1507. 
County  Court  Fees,  Proposed  Reduction, 
June  5,  299. 
JFOTeign     Affairs— Lord    Salisbury's    Foreign 
Policy,  June  9,  778. 
Foreign  Service  Messengers,  June  9,  762. 
Muscat    Incident,    Papers    relating    to, 

June  8,  627. 
Service  Franchise  Bill,  com.,  June  7,  541 ; 

con.,  June  14,  1135,  1147. 
Waima  Incident,    Compensation   Claims, 
etc.,  June  9,  780. 

DnxoN,  Mr.  J.  [Mayo,  E.]. 
Belfast  Riots. 
Nationaligt  Disturbances,  June  1,  85,  87; 

June  6,  527. 
Religious  Disturbances,  June  1,  85,  87. 
Queen's  Island  Workers,    Attacks   on, 
June  13,  1073 ;  June  15.  1197. 
Business    of    the    House — Precedence    of 
Grovemment  Business,  June    19,    1508, 
1525. 
Colonial  Loans   Fund  Bill,  June  9,  777 ; 

com.,  June  8,  737.  740. 
Consuls,   Foreign,  Kxemption  from  Tax- 
ation, June  8,  627. 
Cookstown  Riots,  June  8,  646. 
Dublin  Corporation  Bill,  con.,  June    13, 

1035. 
Dum-Dum  Bullets. 

Peace  Conference  Resolution,    June   5, 

308. 
Troops  in  India,    Issue   of  Bullets  to, 
June  5,  500. 
F'int4)na  Sunday  Mails,  June  19,  1488. 
I^)cal  Governintnt  Ireland  Board  Orders, 

Printing,  etc.,  June  8,  651. 
Pauper  Children,  Education  of,  etc.,  June 

2,254. 
Post  Office— Emj)lovment    of   Naval    and 

3Ii:itar}'  Men,  Juiie  1.  128,  129. 
Private  Iyegi^^lation  Pnicedure   [Scotland] 
Bin,  com..  June  12,  980;  con.,  June  19, 
1584. 
Rangoon  Woman — Outrage  on  by  British 

Soldiers.  June  16,  1336. 
Soudan  Campaign. 

Deceased    Otticers,    etc — Compensation 

to  Relatives,  etc.,  June  8,  698. 
Kitchener,  Lord,  (irant  to. 
•  Mahdi's   Bcxly,    Treatment    of,    etc., 

June  5,  389. 
Method  of  Procedure,  June  2,  186. 
Personal  Exjdanation,  June  5,  309. 
Money  Grants,  House  of  Lords'  Power 
of  Initiatinj^  Question  of  Privilege,  I 
June  5,  324. 
Wounded     Dervishes,     Cruelty     to — 
Alleged       misconduct      of    *  British  i 
Troops,  Juntj  8,  682.  | 

Transvaal       L'it  landers'       Grievances —  i 
Bloemfontein  Conference.  June  8,  636,  ! 
Turkish  Loan  1885.  June  13,  1064 ;  June  ' 
15,1179.  i 

Vaccination  and  Board   of  Guardians —  ' 
Irish  Svstem,   June   2,   216.  I 


;  Diseases  op  Animals  Acts. 

I         Conveyance  of  Animals  by  8.s..  "  Hindustan.* 

I  Prohibition  of.  Order  revoked. 

Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Lonff,  June  13, 
1067;    copy   presented  May  31,  5; 
June  1,  69. 
Ireland,  Retura  presented,  Juno  12,  880, 
892. 

DiSFRAN'CHISEMENT.  ^ 

Poor  Law  Relief,  see  that  Title. 

Dispensers— Unqualified     in     Doctors'     Sur- 
geries—Accidents resulting  from  mistakes. 
Q.  Maj.  Rasch ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  Juno  12, 
900. 


Dillon's.  Lord,  Estate,  Purchase  by  Congested 
Districts  Board. 


Q.   Mr.   T.   M.    Healv;    A.   Mr. 
Balfour.  June  16,  1361. 
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'  District  Councillors,  Ireland. 

Labourers'  Cottages  and  Disqualification  of 
Councillors. 
Q.  Mr.  Gibney ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  19,  1495. 

Divine  Service. 

Illegal  Practices,  see  Names  of  Places,  .such 
as  St.  Michael*jj,  Southampton,  etc. 

Divorce. 

Jones^^s  Divorce  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Dock  Labourer- Gajston,  Fatal  Accident 

Q.   Mr.  Ar(4hee ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley. 
June  9,  769. 

Domestic  Servants*  Waues,  BoaM  of  Tiade 
Report  presented,  June  9,  753,  761. 

Donegal. 

Agricultural  Grant— County  Council  Reso- 
lution. 
Q.  Mr.  MacNeill ;   A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four,  June  15,  1192. 
Railway    C'^mmunication— <?ounty    Counoil 
[  Re.«!olution. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balf<»ur,  June  19,  1498. 

DoNELAN,  Capt.  [Cork,  East]. 

Belfast,    Re'Jgious    Disturbiinces,    June    8, 

Blackhead  Lighthouse,  June  8,  634. 

Cork    Military-    District— Stores  Contracts, 

Complaints,  June  19,  1482. 
Emigration,  Irish,  to  United  States,  Jimo8, 

649. 
Industrial  Sch(K;I«  and  Destitute  Cliildren — 

Circular,  June  8,  648. 
Irish  Bills  and  IrLsh  Estimates-Business  of 

the  House.  June  15,  1198. 
Land  Commission. 

Assistant  Commissioners,  June  8,  648. 

Valuations,  June  9,  768. 
Youghal  Rifle  R^nge,  Repairs,  etc.,  June  9, 

771. 

DooGAN,  Mr.  p.  C.  [T\T<me.  E.]. 

Cookstown  Oan^je  Riot.  June  15,  1194. 
Loan    Fun.l     Boanl,    Ireland — Illegalities, 

June  9,  765. 
Mount  joy    P'-^tal    Arrangements,    June    9, 

773. 

Dorsetshire— Postal  Deliveries. 

Q.  Col.  Welby ;   A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
5,  302. 
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DouuLAS,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  A.  [St.  Augustine's].        |  Dum-Dum  Bl'LLKT— ron^. 


Ambulance  for  the  Houses  of  Parliament. 

June  8.  657. 
Hy«ie  Park— Lighting,  etc.,  June  19,  1488.  i 
Metropolitan     Volunteer      March     Past —  ' 

Arrangements  to  view,  June  8,  657. 
Dr-Vok,  Mr.  [Derby]. 

Pauper  Children,  Education  of,  etc.,  June  2, 

244.  I 

Small  House.s  [Acquisition    of    Owneraliip] 

Bill— Business  of  the  House,  June  2.  187. 
Tninsvaal — l'itlundei>*  CJrievances.   Bloem- 

fontein  Confeience,  June  8,  636. 

Drainage  Separation  Bill. 

c.  lR.%  June  13,  1058. 

Drains. 

Metropolitan   Sewers  and   Drains  Bill,   see 
that  Title. 

DUHLIN'. 

(Jenerdl  Post  Office,  Officia-ls*  Grievances,  S., 

June  2,  284. 
Kildare  Street   Library,   Handing    over    to 
New  Irish  Deijartment.  j 

Q.  Mr.  P.  ({'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  16,  1350. 
Police — Sunmier  Clothing. 

Q.  Mr.   Crilly;    A.   Mr.  G.   W.  Balfour, 
June  13,  1074. 
Postmen's  Grievances. 

Q.    Mr.   P.    O'Brien;    A.    Mr.    Hanbury,  : 
June  16,  1345. 
Science,  Royal  College  of— Building  Control,  | 
etc. 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal-  , 

four,  June  16,  1350.  i 

Telegrajihists'  Hours  of  Dutv.  | 

Q.  Mr.  Davitt ;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv.  June  9.  ! 

775.  *  i 

Trawling — Compen.vation  to  Fishermen. 

Qs.  Mr.  Clancv  ;  As.  Mr.  (i.  W.  Bal-   i 
four,  June  16,  1360 ;  June  19,  1500.      \ 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill. 

c.  con.,  June  13,  1006.  , 

3r.*,  June  16,  1328.  I 

1.    iR.*,  June  16,  1318.  I 

Dt  Vin  Corporation  [Markets]  BilL 

1.  2r.*,  June  9.  750.  i 

Dublin  Improvement  [Bull  Alley  Area]  I 
Bill.  j 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409.  I 

Duckworth.  Mr.  [Tjancashire,  Middleton]. 
Half-timers -Kdncatiou  of  Children  Bill, 
con.  May  31,  53 ;  3r,  June  14,  1101,  1105. 
DuDT.KT,  Earl  of— Parliamentary  Secretary  to 
Board  of  Trade. 
Anchors  and  Chain  (.-ables  Bill,  2r,  June 
1,  70. 

Dumbarton  Burgh  Bill. 

c.  Rep.  from  Select  com.,  June  2,  169. 
con.*,  June  8,  624. 
3r.*,  June  12,  890. 
1.  commons  amendts.*,  Juno  13.  994. 

DuM-DUM  BULLKT. 

India. 
Qs.  Mr.  Dillon,  Col.  Milward.  Mr.  Chan-  ! 
ning;    Ate.    Lord    G.    Hamilton,    Mr.  j 
Wyndliam,  Jmie  5,  300. 
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Resolution. 
J.  Balfour, 


Effect    of    Report     ordered 
Hamilton].  June  8.  62. 
Prohibition — Peace  Conference 
Q.  Mr.   Dillon;   A.   Mr.  A. 
June  5,  308. 
DuxDALK,  Postmastership  Vacancy. 

Q.    Mr.    Macaleese;     A.    Mr.    Hanboir, 
June  19,  1490. 

DrNCOMBE.   Hon.   H.   V.   [Comberlaiid,  Egie- 
mont]. 
Dublin  Corporation  Bill,  con.,  June  13, 

1044. 
Edirar,  Mr.,  Murder  of,  in  the  TransTiaL 

June  19.  1484. 
Godalminz  Coq)oration  Water  Bill,  con., 

June  13.  1005. 
London  Government  Bill — Qualification  of 

Women,  June  13.  1080. 
St.  Xeot»  Water  Bill.  2b..  June  13.  1053. 
Service  Franchifle  Bill,  com.,  June  7,  541 

Dundee  Oas,  Street  ImprovemeiitB,  and 
Tramways  Bill : 

formerly 
Dundee  Gkus,  Tramways,  and  Exten- 
sion BilL 
c.  2r..  June  5,  294. 
Rep.*,  June  16,  1330. 

DwTER,  Sylvesteb,  Ixprisoxmext  of. 
Commutation  of  Sentence. 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  O.  W.  Balfour, 
June  19.   1498. 
Dyke,  Sir  W.  H.  [Kent.  Darfcford], 

Half-timers — Education   of    Children   Billr 
com..  May  31.  33. 

Earlt  Closing  of  Shops,  see  Shops. 

East  London  Water  Bill. 
I.  2r.%  June  8,  594. 

Ecclesiastical  Assessments  [Scotland]  BilL 
Petitions,  June  2,  173 :  Jane  5,  396- 

Ecclesiastical     Judges — Sir     A.     ChArlM. 
Appointment  of. 

Q.  Mr.  C.  Mc Arthur;   A.  Mr.  CoUingt, 

June  15.  1186. 
Q.  Lord  Balcarres ;  A.  Mr.  Collinn,  June 

16,  1340. 

Edgar,  Mr..  Killed  by  Policenun  at  Jobmacf- 
burg — Compensation  to  Mrs.  Edgar. 

Q.  Mr.  QrifBth;  A.  Mr.  J.  ChuBbn^ 

lain.  June  2.  182. 
Q.  Mr.  Duncomhe;   A.  Mr.  J.  Cliim- 
berlain.  June  19,  1484. 
EDTN'BrRGn,  New  Writs. 

East  Division.  June  13.  1078. 
South  Division,  June  9.  762. 

Edinburgh  Corporation  BilL 

1.  Rep.  from  Select  com.,  June  15,  1165. 
Edfcation  : 

Lord   Preitident  of  the   Ooancil— Dokt  of 

Devonshire. 
Vice-President   of  the  Council— Rt  Hon. 
Sir  J.  E.  Gonrt. 
Berkhampstead  National  Schoob-^ttA- 
dance  of  Children  at  Chnreh  n  Awes* 
sion  Day. 
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Education  -  eotu, 

Q.  Mr.  Treyelyan ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
June  16.  1347. 
Bethnal     Green     Schools,     see     Bethnal 
Green. 

Bills  relating  to,  see  their  Titles. 
Commercial  Eilucation.  see  that  Title. 
Dav  School  Code— Articles  57  and  42. 
0-  Vis.  Cranbome;   A.  Sir  J.   Grorst, 
June  19,  1487. 
Endowed  Schools.  Charity  Commissioners* 

Report  presented.  June  8,  5%,  625. 
Half-timers. 

Education    of    Childrrn     Bill     [Half- 
timers],  see  that  Title. 
Return  presented,  June  1,  78, 
Intermediate  Education,  see  thiit  Title. 
Irish  Questions. 

Celtic  Language — Reduction  in  number 
of  Marks. 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin :  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four. June  16.  1554. 
Glin    District   Scho«>l  —  Arrangements 
with   Waterfoi-d   Steamship   Co.    for 
conveyance  of  Children. 

Q.  Sir.  Au.stin ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four.  June  12.  902. 
Intermediate  Education,  see  that  Title. 
National    School    Teachers,    see    that 
Title. 
Poor  Law  Children,  see  that  Title. 
Refomiatorv  and  Industrial   Scli«>ols.  see 

that  Title. 
Scotch  Questions. 

Agricultural  Instruction,  S.,  June  16. 

1418.  1425. 
Attendance  of  Children  at  School,  S., 

June  16,  1424. 
Circulars. 

Q.    Mr.    Crombie;    A.    Mr.    A.    G. 
Murrav.  June  8.  655. 
Code,  S..  June  16,   1565,   1574,   1594, 

1422,  1445. 
Domestic    Instruction,    S.,    June    16, 

1407. 
Finance,  S..  June  16.  1565.  1575,  1584, 

1591.  1597.  1410,  1459,  1446. 
Grant. 

Q.  Dr.  Clark;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murrav, 
June  16,  1559. 
Inspectors.    S.,    June    16,  1595,  1400, 

1406,  1421. 
Orphan  Homes,  see  that  Title.  j 

Secondary  Education,  see  that  Title. 
Teachers',  see  that  Title. 
Technical  Education,  see  that  Title.  I 

Vote  for,  June  16,  1562. 
Secondary  Education,  see  that  Title. 
Teachers,  see  that  Title.  | 

Technical  Education,  see  that  Title. 
Voluntary  Schools,  see  that  Title.  , 

Edttcation  Department. 

-  South- Western  Division,  Report  presented,  | 
June  1,  69. 

Bdacation  Department  Provisional  Orders 
Ckmfirmation  [Aberavon,  etc.]  BilL 
c.  Rep.*,  June  2.  168. 
5r.*.  June  6,  295. 

Bdncation  Department  Provisional  Order 
Ckmfirmation  [Liverpool]  Bill. 
1.  Rep.*,  June  5,  290. 

3b.*.  June  6,  412. 
c.  iB.*,  June  8,  625 
aft.*,  June  16, 1528. 
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Education  Department  Provisional  Cider 
Confinnation  [London]  BilL 

1.  com.*.  June  1.  67;  June  15.  1166. 

Education  Department  Provisional  Order 
Confinnation  [Swansea]  BilL 

1.  Royal  Assent*.  June  6.  409. 

Education  of  Children  BilL 

c.  com..  Mav  51.  8 ;  June  7,  54L 
Con.*.  June  8,  747. 
3r..  June  14.  1092. 
1.  iR.*,  June  15.  1168. 
Petitions,  Mav  51,  3 ;  June  2,  ITJ;:  June  7, 
558. 
Egan's.  Mr..  AprncATiox  fob  Grx  Licexcb. 
refused. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four,  June  19,  1499. 
Egtitian"  Army— Soudan  Campaign.      Tkinks 
of  the  House.     Motions  [Marquess  of  Salis- 
burv],  June  8,  699;   [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour^ 
665! 
Eight  HorR<«. 

Mines  [Ei>flit  Hours]  Bill,  see  that  Title. 
Elba — Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68. 
Elections — See     Bye- Elections    and     Piirlia- 

mentary  Elections. 
Electric  Lighting. 

Citv  of  London,  Report  presented,  June  12^ 

aBO,  892. 
Gateshead,  Report  presented,  June  12»  880^ 

892. 
Walker  and  Wallsend  L'nion  Gas   Electric- 
Lighting  Bill,  sej  that  Title. 

Electric     Lighting     Provisional    Crdera 
[No.  1]  Bill. 

1.  Rep.*,  June  9.  755. 
5r.*,  June  12.  879. 

Electric     Lighting    Provisional    Crders 
[No.  2]  m. 

c.  5r.*.  Mav  51,  5. 
1.  2r.*.  June  15,  1167. 

Rep.*,  June  16,  1519. 

5r.*,  June  19,  1455. 

Electric    Lighting     Provisional     Orders 
[No  3]  Bill. 

1.  2r.*,  June  6,  415. 

Electric     Lighting    ProvisionaL    CMers 
[No.  4]  Bill. 

1.  2r.*.  June  6,  415 ;  June  12,  879. 
Rep.*,  June  9,  755. 

Electric    Lighting     ProvisionaL   Orders. 
[No.  5]  Bill. 

c.  5r.*,  Mav  51.  5. 
1.  iR.*,  June  1,  67. 

Electric    Lighting  T  Provisional     OrdezK 

[No.  6]  Bill. 

c.  3r.*,  May  31,  3. 
1.  iR.*,  June  1,  67. 
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Electric    Lighting    Provisional    Orders 
[No.  7]  Bill. 

c.  Rep.',  June  9,  758. 

3r.*,  June  12,  890. 

1.  iR.*,  June  13,  995. 

Electric    Lighting    Provisional     Orders 
[No.  8]  Bill. 

c.  3r.%  Mav  31,  3. 
1.  iR.*,  June  1,  68. 

Electric    Lighting    Provisional     Orders 
[No.  9]  Bill. 

1.  Rep.*.  June  9,  753. 
3r.*,  June  12,  879. 
c.  iR.*,  June  13,  1055. 
Memorandum  presented,  June  14,  1091. 

Electric    Lighting    Provisional     Orders 
[No.  10]  fm. 

1.  Rep.*,  June  9,  753  ;  June  12,  879. 

5r.*,  June  13,  994. 
c.  1r.*,  June  15,  1175. 
Memoranduan  presented,  June  14,  1091. 

Electric    Lighting     Provisional     Orders 
[No.  11]  Bm. 

1.  Rep.',  June  9,  753. 
3r.*,  June  12,  879. 
c.  iR.*,  June  13,  1055. 
IVIemorandum  presented,  June  14,  1092. 

Electric   Lighting     Provisional     Orders 
[No.  12]  Bfll. 

1.  2r.*,  June  6.  413. 

com.*,  June  13,  995. 

Rep.*,  June  16,  1319. 

3r.*,  June  19,  1455. 
Memorandum  presen<ted,  June  14,  1092. 

Electric    Lighting    Provisional     Orders 
INo.  13]  Bill. 

1.  2r.*,  June  6.  413. 

com.*,  June  13,  995;  June  19,  1455. 
Memorandum  presented,  June  14,  1092. 

Electric    Lighting    Provisional     Orders 
[No.  14]  Bill. 

1.  2r.*,  June  2,  162. 
com.*,  June  13,  995. 
5r.*,  June  15,  1167. 
r.  iR.*,  June  16,  1331. 
Memorandum  presented,  June  14,  1092. 

Electric  ■  Lighting     Provisional    Orders 
INo.  15]«11. 

1.  2r.*,  June  6,  413. 

com.*,  June  13,  995. 

Rep.*,  June  16,  1319. 

3r.*,  June  19,  1455. 
Memorandum  presented,  June  14,  1092. 

Electric    Lighting    Provisional     Orders 
INo.  16]  Bm. 

c.  2r.*,  June  5,  296. 
Rep.*,  June  16,1330. 
con.*,  June  19,  1477. 
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Electric    Lighting    ProvisionAl    Orden 

[No.  171  ML 

c.  2r.*,  June  6,  43L 
Memorandum  presented.  May  31,  7. 

Electric    Tiighting    Proviflional     Orden 

[No.  18]  Bm;  • 

c.  2r.*,  June  6.  432. 

Rep.*.  June  16,  1330. 

3r.*,  June  19,  1476. 
Memorandum  presented,  May  31,  8. 

Electric    Lighting     ProvisionAl    Oiden 

[No.  19]  Bm. 

c.  2r.*,  June  6,  432. 
Rep.*,  June  16,  1330. 
3r.*,  June  19,  1476. 
Memorandum  presented,  May  31,  8. 

Electric     Tiighting    Provisional   Oiden 

[No.  20]  BmT 

c.  iR.*.  June  12.  891. 
Memorandum    Ordered    [Mr.    Ritchie], 
June  13,  1057. 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Orders  Bills. 

Number  of — Course  of  Procedure. 

Os.    Earl   of  Morley,    Lord   Balfour  of 
Burleigli,  June  9,  751. 
Electric  Motors  in  thb  Navy,  Control  of. 
Q.   Sir   F.   Flannerj;   A.  Mr.   Goscbea, 
June  8,  632. 

Elementary   Education    [Defective   and 
Epileptic  Children]  BilL 

1.  iR.*,  June  15.  1168. 

Elementary  Education  [New  Bye  Lairs] 
Bm. 

Petition,  May  31,  4. 

Elementary    School    Children    Woskino 
FOR    Wages — Return   presented,    Jiuie  1, 
78. 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  R.  D.  [Durham]. 

London  Government  Bill — QualificatioD  of 

Women,  June  13,  1078,  1079,  1086. 
Ellis,  Mr.  J.  E.  [Nottingham,  Rushcllffe]. 
BuFiness    of    the    Houw,    Precedence    of 

G^tvernment  Business.  June  19,   IfiSS. 
Dundee    Gas,    Street    Improyements,  tad 

Tramways  Bill,  2b..  June  5.  294. 
Private    Legislation    Prooednre   [Sootlaad] 

Bill,  com.,  June  19,  1534,  1541,  154S. 
Soudan — Sir  W.  Garstin's  Report,  June  19, 

1484. 

Emigration  and  Immigbatign. 

British  Columhia— Japanese  InunimtioB. 
Q.    Mr.    Hogan:    A.   Mr.   J.  ^^aalMr- 
lain,  June  8,  636. 
Irish   Emigration  to  AmericB. 
Q.  Capt.  Done'an;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, Jiuie  8,  649. 
VuOT  Law  Children,  see  that  Title. 

Endowed    Schools,   Cliarilj   OommitaoMn* 
Report  presented,  June  8,  696,  685. 

Enfikld  Small  Arms  Factost. 
Ritualistic      Practicet      in 
Chands. 
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Ekoledew,  Mr.  C.  J.  [Kildare,  N.]. 

County  Court    Officers,  Ireland — Omnt  f^tr 
Cknc^l  Assistance,  Return  June  6.  458. 

Ekniskillev  PnsT  Office — Plunks  and  Tenders, 
Q.  Mr,  JordftJi ;   A.  Mr.  Hatibiiry,  June 
19,  1492. 

EriX-EPTIC    CHTLPRF.N*. 

Elementarr     Educditioii     [defective     and 
Epileptic  Children]  Bill,  see  timt  Title. 

Estate  Dtmr,  se«  Death  Dutie*. 

Evans,  Sie  F,  [Southampton], 

Customs— Boatmen's   Grievances*    June    !» 
160. 

EviBSHBD,  Mm,  S.  [8tafford:sliire,  Burton]. 

Wine  ajid  Beerhouse  Arts  Amendment  Bill, 
2k..  June  7»  585. 

Evictions,  Ibeland- 

Finegan,  Anne,  Death  of,  see  that  Title. 

ElCHEQTTER  AVD   ArDIT    DePABTMKNT. 

Comptroller   and   Auditor-General^Retire- 
m&nt  nf  Mr.  stills. 

Q.    Mr.     M^Kenna;     A.    Mr.    A.    J, 
Balfour,  June  1,  83. 

EzecntorB  [Scotland]  Amendineiit  BilL 
Petitions,  June  2,  173  j  June  5,  296. 

ExETEB,    Mabqitkss   OF — Sat  first,    after   the 
death  of  his  father,  June  2,  16L 

Exmouth  Traimno  SHrr— Poor  Law  Children, 
training  oa,  S,,  June  2,  245,  265. 

ExFKRiMKNTS  Oh'  Livixo  Akimals,  see  Tivi- 

aection. 
Explosives. 

Aiinua<l  Report  presented,  June  13,  996. 

1066. 
Oarbo-<5elatine  Explosion  near  Faversham, 

Report  presented  Jane  13,  996,  1066. 
Percussion   Caps  Explosion   near  Btrming- 

ham.    Report    presented    June    13,   995, 

1056 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

Jam  Factories,  Child  labour  in. 

Q.    Mr.     Hedderwick;     A,    Sir  M.    W, 
Ridley,  June  5,  297. 
Wliitelead    Fuctorie^r,    Special    Rules    pre- 
mitod,  June  1,  70.  79. 
liR  Rents,  see  IrelancJ^Judicia!  Rents. 
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Famley  Tyas  Marriages  Bilt 
1.  2r.»,  June  6.  429, 
Rep.»,  June  8,  617. 
5r*,  June  9.  754 

pARaxTHARSO.v,  Db,  R,  [Aberdeenshire,  W,]. 
Dundee    Gas.    Street    Improvements,    aad 

Tramwavs  Bill.    2r,  June  5,  294. 
I*rieiida   Provident  Institution  Bill— Stomp 

Duties,  Jone  2,  169 ;  June  5,  295. 
MiUtATj'    Prisons.   Inspector-Generara   Re- 

|)ort,  June  8,  640. 
Private    Ijegislation    Procedure  [Scotland] 

Bill,  com.,  June  12,  944. 
Soudan  CampftigD,  Tlmnki*  of  the  House — 

Medical   Officers,    Ombslon  of,   June  8, 

667,  673,  679. 

^1 
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Farrell,  Mb  J.  P,  [Ca^'aa,  West], 

Annaly     E:«tut«*.     Purchase     of     Holdingi^ 

June  13,  1076. 
Bavvnbov    Postman,    Wages    of,  June  13, 

1068. 
Con.<>t-iibii]arv.   R<>vul  Irish,   Promiirtion  In, 

June  16.  1556, 
Deniston,  J.,  Case  of.  June  19,  1452. 
Fair  Rents  in  Co,  Otivan,  June  16,  1355. 
Gran  aid    and   Cavdn   Union.t.    Transfer   of 

Divisions  refused   by   Local  Government 

Board.  June  13,  1075. 
Gun     Licences— Mr.     Egan*s    AppUcatioa 

refused,  June  19,  1499, 
Irish    Estimatei* — Buiainesa   of  the   Houac^ 

June  15,  1198. 
Longford. 

Agricultural   Grant — Excluded   Chargea, 
June  15.  1072;  June  IS.  1196. 

County    Council   Collector — Case  of  W- 
Jones,  June  13.   1071. 
Mlitia    HeAdquarters.    Removal    to    M'Jl- 

lingar,  June  13,  1058, 
MflgistTacv  in  Co.    Cavan,   Vacaucj,  June 

16.  1359, 
Meehan    District    Inspector,    Conuuct    of, 

June  15.  1195. 
MuUingur  Lunatic   Asylum  Board, 

Building    Ejcpenditure,    etc.,     June   19, 
1499. 

Joint  Committee^Jounty  Council  Restv 
lutiun,  June  13,  107fl. 
Tramwavs,    Cavnn — Relief  to   Ratepaver&» 

June  19,  1492, 

F  AVERS  ttA5f     Ekpuxsion',     Report     presented, 

June  13,  996,  1056, 
Fee  Grant  [Scotland]. 

Return  presented.  May  31,  5. 
FENWfCK,    Mr,    C.    [Northumberland,    Waai- 
beck], 
Newb»|gia-by-the-Sea  —  Destruction     of 
Fialiing  Gear,  etc.,  by  Tn&wlera.  June 
B,  635. 

Ferctson,  Mr.  R.  C,  M.  [Leith  Burghs]. 

Education,     Scotland — New     Code,     etc-, 
June  16,  1422. 

Fercf.sson,    Rt.    Hon,    Sir  J.   [Manchester, 
N.E.]. 
Guards — Losses  of  Stores,   Claim,  Jun* 

19.  1480. 
Post    OfRoe— Employment  of   Old  Noar 

Commissioned  Officers,  June  1,  128. 
Seats  for  Shop  Aj^sietanta  [England  ami 

Ireland]  Bill,  com.,  June  8,747, 
Soudan     Erpedition— Gnant     to     Loril 
Kitchener,  June  5,  345- 
Con.*,  June  19,  1477. 
Witer-tubfl      Boilera     on     Naval     Ships. 

June  8,  633. 
Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  BilL 
2r.,  June  7.  579, 

Ferrtbank   Post  Oefice   and   PosxafASTKR- 

SHIP. 

Q.   Mr.   P.   O'Brien;    A.   Mr,  Hanbury, 
June  16.  1344. 

Feus  and  Leases. 

Bui!diiijjj  Feun  and  Leases  [Scotland]  Bill; 
see  that  Title. 

Fever  Oittdreak  in  Ouohtrrarb  Un'iok. 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  1  A.  Mr.  G,  W.  Balfout 
Juno  16,  1357. 
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Field,  Mr.  W.  [Dublin,  St.  Patrick]. 

Buenos  Ayres  Cattle  Trade — Hindu4an 
Losses,  June  13,  1067. 

Intermediate  Education,  Ireland — Vice- 
regal Commission,  June  13,  1071. 

Kerry  County  Council — Contractors  as 
Members  of  Council,  Jime  13,  1070. 

Maiden  Rocks,  etc.,  Lighthouse,  June  13, 
1066. 

National  School  Teachers.  Ireland — L'lster 
and  Connaught,  June  13,  1070. 

FiNAN'CE. 

Indian,  Royal  Commission  Report. 

Q.    Sir   M.   Bhownaggree ;    A.    Lord   G. 
Hamilton,  June  2,  184. 
Mersey      Docks      and      Harbour      Board 

[Finance]  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Unance  BilL 

c.  con.,  Jime  6,  444;   June  8,  731. 

3r.*,  June  13.  1086. 
1.  iR.*,  June  15,  1169. 

2r.*,  and  3r.*,  June  16,  1320. 

Tinance  Bill. 

Local  Loans,  Amendments  [Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach],  June  8,  731 ;  [Sir  C.  Cameron], 
734. 

Promissory  Note*,  Amendment  [Mr.  Cald- 
Trell],  June  8,  732. 

Tine    or    Imprisonment    [Scotland   and 
Ireland]  Bill. 

c.  ^r.*,  May  31,  63. 
1.  iR.*,  June  1,  71. 
Petition,  June  2,  173. 

"FiNEGAX,  Anxk,  Death  of — Inquest. 

Qs.  Mr.  Macaleese;  As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  15,  1190 ;  June  19,  1497. 

TiNLAT,  Sir  R.   B. — Solicitor-General  [Inver- 
ness Burghs]. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6, 
462,  479.  495,  501,  502,  510;  June  8, 
707,  708,  713,  715,  716,  717,  725. 
Service  Franchise  Bill,  con.  June  14,  1143, 
1151. 

FiNTONA — Sunday  Mails. 

Q.  Mr.  Dillon;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
19,  1488. 

Tire  ARMS,   Carrying   WiTHorx  Licence   in 
Ireland. 
Brady,  T.,  Prosecution  of, 

Q.   Mr.   T.   M.   Healy;   A.  Mr.   G.   W. 
Balfour.  June  15,  1189. 
Costello,  P.,  Case  of, 
Q.  Mr   Hayden ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  19.  1495. 
Emergency  Man  carrying — Case  of  T.  Craw- 
forf. 
Q.  Mr.  Austin ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  5,  308. 

Firms,  Registration,  see  Registration  of  Firms 

Bill. 
Ptsh. 

Railway  Traffic— English  and  Irish  Rail- 
waya. 

Q.   Mr.   T.   O'Brien;    A.    Mr.   G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  16,  1358. 
Undersized  Fish  Bill,  see  that  Title. 
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Newbiggin-by-the-Sea — ^Destruction  of  Fish- 
ing Gear  by  Trawlers,  alleged. 

Q.    Mr.    Fenwick;    A.    Mr.    Ritchie, 
June  8,  635. 
Newfoundland  Fisheries  Report. 
Qs.  Sir  T.  G.  Carmichael;  Mr.  Bowles; 
As.    Mr.    J.    Chamberlain,    June    16, 
1338. 
North  Sea  Fisherman,   Return  Presented, 

June  14,  1091. 
Poaching  Prosecution  in  Ireland — Case  of 
P.  Comerford, 
Q.   Mr.  P.   O'Brien;   A.  Mr.   G.   W. 
Balfour,  June  16,  1358. 
Salmon  Fisheries,  see  that  Title. 
Scottish  Fishery  Board,  Report  Presented, 

May  31,  6;  June  1,  69. 
Scottish  Herrings — ^Markets  on  the  Conti- 
nent  and   United   States,   Reports  Pre- 
sented, June  15,  1167,  1175. 
Sea  Fisheries  Bill,  see  that  Title. 
Trawling,  see  that  Title. 
Trout -fishing    Annual    Close    Time    [Scot- 
land] Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Fishguard  Water  and  Gas  BilL 

1.  Rep.  from  com  of  Selection,  June  6,  41L 
com.*,  June  9,  749. 

FisoN',  Mr.  F.  W.  [York,  W.R.,  Doncaster.] 
Dublin   Corporation   Bill,    con.    June   13, 

1031,  1032. 

FiTZMAUiucE,  Lord  E.  O.  P.  [Wilts,  Crick- 
lade.] 
County  Councils,  Borrowing  Powers,  Jmit 

2,  224. 
Local    Government    Board,     Transfenrinf 

Powers  to  County  Councils,  June  2,  27L 
Pauper   Children,  Barrack-school  System, 

Juno  2,  251. 

Flanxery,  Sir  J.  F.  [Yorkshire,  Shipley.] 
iLlectric  Motors  in  the  Navy,  control  of, 

June  8,  632. 
Signalmen,  North-Eastem  Railway-^Houzt 
of  Labour,  June  8,  634. 

Flash  Point  of  PETROLsni — ^LaouLATioir. 
Q.  Mr.  Tully;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  RkUey,  Jmit 

9,  770.  ^ 

Flavin,  Mr.  M.  J.  [Kerry,  N.] 

Ballyduff  Postal  Facilities,  June  19,  1491. 
Celtic  Language  in  Irish  Schools — Rcdne* 

tion  in  Number  of  Marks,  June  16,  1364. 
Dwj-er,  Sylvester,  case  of,  June  19,  1488. 
Judicial      Rents — FQual      T^reatment     cl 

Tenants,  Futuro  l^nants,  etc.,  June  19, 

1496 
Kerry,  North,  Letter  Deliverut,  Jme  % 

Limerick  M<iil  Train  Delays,  June  19,  140L 
National        Sch(N>l       TnenhfiTS     llisiitint 

Teachers    and  the  Pension  Fund.  JoM 

19,  1494. 
Post  Cards.  Cost  of,  June  16,  1343. 

Flint— Charities  Inquiry,  Paper  pteiented.  Ifaf 

31,  7. 

Flower.  Mr.  E.  [Bradford,  W.]. 
Pauper  Children,  June  2,  839. 
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-Marquess  of  Salisbury ; 
-Rt.  Hon.  W.  St.  John 


FoBEiGN  Office. 

Secretary  of  State- 
Under  Secretary- 
Brodnck. 
Vote  for,  com.,  June  9,  777. 

JoREiGN  Policy,  Lord  Salisbury's,  S.,  June 
9,  778. 

ToRKiGN  Service  Messengers,  Appointments. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
9,  762. 

Foster,  Sir  B.  W.  [Derby.  Ilkeston]. 

Loans,  Municipal,  Repayment  of,  June  2, 

226. 
Vaccination. 
Increase  in,  etc.,  June  2.  208. 
Officers  and  Boards  of  Guardians,  June 
2,  206. 

Fowler,    Rt.    Hox.    Sir    H.    H.    [Wolver- 
hampton, £.]. 

Finance  Bill,  com.,  June  6.  459. 
Indian  Sugar  Duties— Tariff  Act,   1899, 

June  15.  1199.  1303. 
I^ndon   Government    Bill — Qualification 
of  Women,  June  6,  470. 

Fbance. 

Agricultural  Education,  Report  presented, 

June  15,  1168. 
Armenia  Kurdish  Atrocities — Protest. 

Q.   Mr.   Schwann ;    A.    Mr.   Brodrick, 
June  16,  1337. 
China,  Questions  relating  to.  see  China. 
Franchise  in   French  Possessions  in  India. 

Q.    Sir    W.    Wedderbum:   A.   Loid  G. 
Hamilton,  June  15,  1177. 
Paris  Exhibition,  see  that  Title. 
Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68 ;  June 

8,  596. 
Waima  Incident,  Compensation  Claims.  S., 

June   9.    780,  784.  812.  823,  839,  845, 

863,  872. 

FmAVCHISE. 

India — ^French  Possessions. 

Q.    Sir    W.   Wedderbum:    A.    Lord   G. 
Hamilton,  June  15.  1177. 
Poor    Law    Relief    Disfranchisement,    see 

that  Title. 
Serrioe  Franchise  Bill,  see  that  Title. 
Women,  Qualification  of.  Petition,  June  9, 

760. 

Trends'  Provident  Institution  Bill, 
c.  Rep.  from  Select  com..  June  9,  758. 
con.*,  June  14,  1089. 
3r.*,  June  19,  1475. 

Triendly  Provident  Institution  Bill. 

Stamp  Duties,  R.  [Dr.  Farquharson],  June 
2,  169 ;  June  5,  293. 

Fbvit    Steamers,     Weart    Indies— Commence- 
ment of  Service. 

Q.  Mr.  Lawrence:   A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  6,  441. 

Tnmess  Bailway  Bill, 
c.  2r.*,  June  7,  537. 

Ckdnsboroogli    Urban    District     Council 
[OaslBiU. 

c.  2r.*,  June  6,  430. 
Rep.*,  June  16,  1330. 
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of 
Business,    June    19,    1512, 

of    Children    BUI, 


Galloway,  Mr.  W.  J.  [Manchester,  S.W.]. 
Bloemfontein  Conference,  June  12,  907. 
Business     of     the     House — Precedence 
Grovemment 
i  1528. 

I  Half-timers — Education 

com..  May  31.  45. 
Intoxicating  Liquors  [Sunday  Closing]  Bill, 
2r.,  June  7,  557,  558,  561. 

Garstox's,  Sir  W.,  Rei»ort  ox  the  Soudan. 
j  Q.  Mr.  Ellis;   A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June  19, 

I  1484. 

I  Garsti.v — Dock  LabtHirer,  Fatal  Accident  to. 
I  Q.  Mr.  M'Ghee  ;    A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 

I  June  9,  769. 

I  Gas  Companies  [Metropolis]. 

Accounts    presented,  June  1,  69,  78. 

Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company  Bill. 

1.  2r.*,  June  1,  65. 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  [No.  1]  Bill. 

1.  com.',  June  1,  67;  June  13,  994. 

Rep.*,  June  15,  1167. 

3r.*,  June  16.  1318. 
c.  iR.*,  June  19.  1478. 

Gas  Orders  Confirmation  [No.  2]  Bill. 
1.  com.*,  June  1,  67. 

Gas  and  Water  Orders  Confirmation  BilL 

1  2r.*,  June  2,  162. 

com.*,  June  13,  995. 

Rep.*,  June  15,  1167. 

3r.*,  June  16,  1318. 
c.  iR.*,  June  19,  1478. 

Gas  and  Water  Works  Facilities  Act,  1870, 
Report  presented.  May  31,  6;  June  1,  69. 

Gateshead   Electric   LrGiiTiNo,    Report  pi»- 
sented,  June  12,  880,  892. 

Gedge,  Mr.  S.  [Walsall]. 

Intoxicating  Liquors  [Sunday  Closing]  Bill, 
2r,  June  7,  553,  556. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  8,  702. 

Soudan  Expedition — Grant  to  Lord  Kit- 
chener, June  5,  402. 

Genoa  and  District— Trade  Report  presented, 
June  1,  68. 

Germant. 

Persian  Gulf,  British  Trade  Interests — Rail- 
way Concessions  to  Germany. 
Q.    Mr.    Maclean ;    A.    >lr.    Brodrick, 
June  8,  629. 
Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68. 

GiBBS,  Hon.  V.  [Herts,  St.  Albans]. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  8,  701, 

705. 
Soudan    Expedition— Grant    to   Lord   Kit- 
chener, June  5,  382,  384. 

GiBNEY,  Mr.  J.  [Meath,  N.]. 

Labourers*  Cottager,  Ireland— Disqualifica- 
tion of  District  Councillors,  etc.,  June  19, 
1495. 


Gil-^Gre] 


{INDEX} 
May  31— June  19. 


fV^oL  7-Z, 


Giles,  Mr.  C.  T.  [Camhridi^e,  Wisbech], 

H«lf-bimers — Ediic«tion    of    Children    Bill, 

com.,  May  31,  45. 
Postmen's  P'av,  Higher  Grade  Test,  June  9, 

774. 
TiTuiesmen's  Cart  and  Van  I^icences,  June 

9,  776. 

GiLTJN'GFiAM — ^Postal  Deliveries. 

Q.  Col.  Welby;  A.  Mr.  Hanbuiy,  June 
6,  302. 

Glamorgan. 

Vale  of  Ghunorgan  Rail  war  Bill,  see  that 
Title. 

Glas(;ow. 

Bakerj'  Dispute— Case  of  A.  M'Naughton. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Cameron  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
June  19,  1486. 

Glasgow  Corporation  [Gas  and  Water]  Bill. 

c.  2r.',  Mav31,  2. 
Rep.',  June  16.  1330. 

Glasgow    Corporation    [Tramways,    etc.] 

c.2r.%  May  31.  2. 

Glasgow  District  Subway  Bill. 

1.  Roywl  Assent,  June  6,  409. 

Glastonbury  Water  BilL 

c.  3r.*,  June  1.  73. 
1.  (onwnons  amendments',  June  2,  162. 
Royal  Ajiseut,  June  6.  410. 


Domiinick— Inmate     of 
Mr.   G.  W.  Balfour, 


Gle.vdad — O'Donnell, 
BehnuUet  Union. 
Q.  Mr.  Crilly;   A 
June  13.  1074. 


Gltn  Dlstrict  Rchool — Waterford  Steamaihip 
Co.,  arrangemenitfi  for  conveyance  (rf 
c'hiUlren. 

Q.  Mr.   Austin;    A.    Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  12,  902. 

GLOUCESTER-SniRK. 

West  Gloucestershire  Water  Bill,  see  that 
Title. 

Godalming  Corporation  Water  BilL 

c.  com.,  June  13,  1002.  1170. 

3r.»,  June  19.  1475. 
1.  lR.»,  1454. 

GooDACRK,  F.— Shunting  Fab=U:ty  on  Cliatham 
and  Dover  Railway. 
Q.  Mr.  Maddison ;   A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
15,  1183. 

GonsT,  Rt.  Hon.  vSir  .1.  E. — Vice-President 
of  the  Council  for  Education  [Cambridge 
Univereity]. 

Berkhampstead       Ntitional       Schools — 
Attendance  of  Children  at  Church  on 
Ascension  Day,  June  16.  1347. 
Bethnal    Green,     New    Board    Schools, 
June  12,  900. 
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GoRST,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  E,—cont, 

Day  School  Code— Articles  37  and  42, 

June  19,  1487. 
Dispensers.  Unqualified,  in  Doctors'  Sar- 

geries — ^Accidents  resulting   from  mii- 

takes.  June  12.  901. 
Half-timers— Education  of  ChiMren  Bill, 

com.,  Mav  31,  24.  28.  37.  40,  42,  48, 

51;  3r.,  June  14.  1131. 
South  Kensington  Museum  Art  Bmnch, 

Appointment    of    Assistant.   June  16, 

GoscHEX,  Rt.  Hon-.  G.  J.— First  Lord  <rf  the 

Admiralty  [St.  George's,  Hanover  Square]. 

Electric  Motors,  Control  of.  June  8.  632. 

Reserve,  Number  of  Men,  etc.,  June  6, 

435. 
Squadron— Vi.sit  to  China.  June  9,  777. 
Waiter-Tube   Boilers  on  Ships,   June  8» 
633. 

GouLDixo,  Mr.  E.  A.  [Wilts.  Devizes]. 

London  Government   Bill,   com.,   June  6, 

491. 
Netheravon  Hooae — Non-occupation  by  tbft 
War  Office.  June  6.  442. 

GouRLET,  Sir  E.  T.  OSunderlami]. 

Anglo-American  Commission,  June  1,  81; 

June  6,  440. 
Naval  Reserve,  Number  of  Men.  etc.,  June 

6.43*. 
Talien-wan     as     an    open    port — ^Rutiatt 

Cargoes,   British  vessels   carrying.   Jane 

2,  175. 

Graham.  Mr.  H.  R.  [St.  Pancraa,  W.]. 

Prison    Officials,    Appointments,    Promo* 
tdons,  etc.,  June  9,  769. 

Granard — ^I»oal  Governmeot  Board— RefaMl 
to  transfer  dirislons  from  Oavan  to  QcaiMid 
Union. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell :  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  13.  1075. 

Ghat,  Mr.  E.  [West  Ham.  N.]. 

Customs  Department,  Officers*  Grievancet^ 

June  1,  m,  145.  163. 
Half-timers— Education  of    ChUdrm  Bill, 

com..  May  31,  46. 
Loans,  Municipal,  Repayment  of,  June  8^ 

223.228. 

Great  Central  Bailway  Bill. 
1.  2r.«.  June  1.  65. 
com.*,  June  16,  1318. 

Great  Eastern  Bailway  [Qenanl  Poiran] 

Bill. 

1.  Rep.  from  Select  com.,  June  19,  1453. 

Great  Grimsby  Street  Tramwayi  BilL 

1.  3r.*.  June  8,  595. 
c.  1r.*,  June  9, 


2r.' 


759. 
June  19,  1476. 


Great  Northern  Bailway  BilL 

1.  3r.«,  June  1,  65. 
c.  iR.*,  June  2.  169. 
2r.«,  June  12.  890. 


VoL  72.] 
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Ckeat  Southern  and  Western  Bailway  ,  Ouarim    i^iveM  of  storen   I'liiiiii. 
Bills.  g.    Sir    J.    Ker^UMMon;     A.    Mr.  J. 

Com.— Attendance     of     Mr.    H.    Plews  |  WiUiumii.  June  19.  1480. 

ordered,  June  7,  592.  i  Gvkrmsky  Militia -lNHriioHi>i.N.\TioN. 

County    CouncUs*    Petitions,    onler    for  ;  g^    m^j,  HaHi'li.  Mr.  H.  (».  Wtilmter  j   .\m. 

presentation,  etc..  June  5.  295;   June  j  j^jp,  j,  p,  WiHimng.  June  19.  1481. 

'  ^^'  I  Gull,  Sir  W.  C.  [l^vonnhii-e.  hHrimUpIel. 

Ckeat  Southern  and  Western;  and  Water- i        Letu^r-hoxen  on  TvaIuh,  Luto  lettiM-lMiXDM, 
ford,    Limerick,    and    Bailway    Com-  •  June  1.  107,  121. 

panies  Amalgamation  Bill.  I        PoHtiuen^  Wh^m,  Seulu  uf.  June  I,  106 

Com.— Attendance    <>f    Mr.     H.     Plews  |  (j^tlly,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  C.  (C'HrliwIe],  ««>  Spejikur. 

ordered,  June  7.  592.  /..        t  r 

County    Councils*    Petition.,    onier    for  !  ^^^  LirK.VNKS,  Ihklanii. 

rsentation.  etc.,  June  5,  295;   June  ' 
431.  I 

n  TXT  T»  A.t       1  r\  i.         I  Balfour,  Jun«  19,  1499. 

Gbiat    Western-    Railway.   Alle^^ed  Outrage  ,^^,^  ^^,^^^  Fi.«iriiiHl. 


K>rdn'N.  Mr..  Auplicutiou  mfuMud. 
g.  Mr.   J.    1^    Kurrell;    \.    Mr.   0.   W. 


Q.  Mr.  Schwann;  A.  Mr.   Ritclue.  June  I  Habitual  Inkhriatkm 
16,  1341.  ..... 


Ckeat  Western  and  Great  Central  Bail, 
way  Companies  Bill. 
1.  2r.»,  June  8,  594. 

Great  Yarmouth  Water  Bill.  ' 

c.  2r.*,  June  6.  430. 
QmXECE.  Trade  Report  pre«ent<;<l.  June  1.  68. 

QmisyB.  Mr.  H.  D.  [.Shrewsbiir;.  ]. 

Puniaab  War  and  Tirdh  Cdrnpai^jn — Di»-  ' 
trT^iUtion  of  MedaU.  Jun^  1.  81;  June  , 
6.  443. 

Greenock  and  Port  Glasgow  Tramways 
Bill. 

c.    com..    Attend^Lc^  of  o'rrtiia   iif.r^tm 
ordered.  June  16.  132^1. 

GftiEXwicH  Hospital. 

Lynch,  Mr«..  r^\r^r.^\  ;zr4*j-ty  t'/.  hi'Ur  in 
Council  pre^nt^'J.  Jul*  6,  414.  4%. 

GmzT.  Sib  E.  'yortii^jmr^trli-'J.  BTrwik; 

China.   Affairs   ri.   An/!  >.   F  >«•  ia   A^r«r^- 

ment.  etc..  June  9.  31i. 
Waima     Inrjd*?Dt — Corn j^;^.«*  j*  u    C  *  f/j «. 
June  9,  823. 

Gbiffzth.  M*.  K.  j  'Al;:!^!*/^ 

Bloemfon^eiL  C'>:if *::*•:  .*?--'*.•   A.    M:.LL<rr'fc 

MenKmLnd-iUi.  J  .L«r  13    105? 
Edzar.     Mr  .      k.i.ri     -jv     Pv  .'*•♦.*•_,    *t 

.fobanwr^Vj:/- -'^" 'V  ;#^^?*'  vL      v^      Mr* 

Edgar.  J'ji*t2.  1^2 

Gtocers'   Licences    [8cotla£dj    A.bolition 
BilL 

Petiti'jL.  J::.*:  5.  2>1 

Qnvrenor  Gha.pel  [London]  Bill 
I  3m.».  Jux.^  2.  165: 

Gmoryif      K l  y?  ^      '  T  r :.  ^■.-  .-.:■       i;  *       .'>'r  . .-. 
ArrHyEiTiL-;. 

P«Uti01l^.  Miiv  31.  -  .    i.'i.  .-  <    3^3      *.'U  -•■ 
t.  4Si  :    Jui.f   '.   l>-      t";.  ^'    ';     '  .::•   '<-'■ 

Gmad  Vainer  ITaxauox.1  &xytI&xMl  B:ll. 


P«r^iuIJ^.   • 


^>- 


i         8ee  IntfhrifiUtit 

I  H.\r;UK  (!oNrKUK.V('K. 

I  See  Peace  CoiifereiK'tt. 

I  Haliia.n'k.  Mr.  K.  H.  (MuildiiiKtoii) 
I  Death      liutieN,      Axijtvtfiitiou     giieMtUiU    - 

Fiimm^:  Hill.  Jiuu;  6.  461. 
PMucation,  Sciitlaud,  June  16,  l.Vi8. 

:  Halk,  Sakaii.  Cask  oi'. 

().  Mr.   St>eailifian.  June  16,  13.30. 
Kalk-timkr^. 

Kduf.-ation  of  Childrtfu  Biil.  iM;e  iiiat  Titl«. 
KleinenUiy  S«i1i«mJ»  (^'liiHi**ii  Working /or 
\Wy^\.     \UiUiin  pr<?Mfijt«id,  Juu«  1,  78. 

HAiJfHf  KY,  Karl  oir     J>ird  CAmiuifiWor, 

Oime,    lM';it4;iii«iit    to    JlrtWiKlJ    M'HiiU 

V.  Sullivan.  June  12.  ^  ««I,  m 
I>*ratli   J>utie«     Ift/iehuite  Jiiabilitv   for  K*- 

tale    J>utv,    Kfi'lf/i  ifHiiirut  ou    liegicteivi 

'J'ttl*-*,  Jun«  1.3.   1000. 
Jud;<«».   A'J/liti'/fjal.   Apiy/ifilMMfnt  of,   Juimi 

8.  617 
Prtrvwition  of  O/nuj/tion   Bill,  2*.,  Juiw 

6.  421. 
Va/r.ifx»tiofi.    'Joiiij/ulH/fv.    Al^/lJti«/u    of  — 

JVtJ».o5i.  Juii*  2,  1.63 
\{kUh*:Mf,.  Tl^U:  \*J^\PH1  pICfcA-UUvJ.  Juii«  J,  6^5 

JiAWii/Joy.   Kj.   Hon.   iy/ni/  <;.    -S4y;i*taiy  of 
!^Ut/fe   ♦'/?    Iiid.a  'Mi'idU-wx.   fjiiju/l 

B'/Uiva^  ■    ^'-^ii    a'i'i    O'JiiiiiJUil    ApfAait. 

'.:iu<;>m«  MwuicjpaJ  BJi.  Juim:  Uj,  IW- 
CMiLiac^'it  P-»t./r»>  at  MA^rui    -JSuvAttig 

';a*<r     .Ji.Ufc    ;.6.    UM. 
C-y^j^/^e      H.i.      'Joilfci^e     Ji4'tjfeiu«rijt     of 

J>ju.  J>uU.   h-J'.^^      |m«i**:  of,  !<.»  'i''«>Ope  iij 

.;  I*  IS   ::77 

P';.*j»p.-    \ui^i-      ..JuU^   C     (pW 


Ham— Hat] 
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Hamilt.)N,  Rt.  Hon.  Lokd  H.—cont. 

Pasteur     Institute — Oovemment     Grant, 

etc.,  proposed,  June  8.  643. 
PresbvteriHn  Services  for  Troops,  June  9, 

772. 
Pnn.jaub  War  and  Tirah  Campaign — Dis- 
tribution of  Medals.  June  6,  443. 
Rangoon — Attack   on   Burmese    Woman, 

bv    British    Soldiers,    June    12,   896; 

June  16,  1336. 
Sugar  Duties— Tariff  Act.  1899,  June  15, 

1201,  1224,  1254,  1236,  1253. 
Sugar    Trad?— Returns,    June    2,     185; 

June  8.  644. 
Women  Barristers — App'.ication   of  Miss 

Sorabji  refused,  June  8.  641. 

Bampsiiire. 

South  Hants  Water  Bill,  .*ee  that  Title. 

Hampstead. 

Charing    Cross.     Euston.    and   Hampstead 
Railway  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Hamptead  Cliurcli  [Emmanuel,  West  End] 

c.  2r.*,  June  6,  430. 

JiANBrRY.  Rt.   Ho\.  R.  W.— Financial  Secre- 
t-ary  to  the  Treasury'  [Preston]. 

American  Mail  Service — Return,  June  6, 

437. 
Ballvduff    Postal    Facilities,    June    19, 

1494. 
Barvmalion  Postal   An-angements,   June 

19,   1491. 
Biiwnbov    Postman's    Wages,    June    13, 

1068.' 
Be:fast  Post  Office  Staff. 

Pay.  June  13.  1069. 

Vacancies,  June  19,  1490. 
Cavan  Tramwavs — Relief  to  Ratepayers, 

June  19,  1493. 
Central        Telegraph       Staff — Petitions, 

June   15,  1187. 
Circulan?.  C(»st  of  Postage  in  Bandon  and 

Clone.  June  16.  1343. 
Civil   Seivice — Pav   deductions,   June  2, 

178. 
Clapham  Sorting  Office  Vacancies,  June  1, 

81. 
County  Court  Fees.  Proposed  Reduction, 

June  5.   300. 
County   Court   Officers  [Ireland] — Grant 

f<»r   Clerical   Awistance,   Return,  June 
6,  438. 
Customs      Officials'      Grievances,      etc., 

June  1,  142.  146  :  June  6.  436. 
Dailv  Deliverie^i  of  Letters  in  Rural  Dis- 

trictsj.  June  1,   126. 
Dorsetshire    P<-stal    Deliveries.    June   5, 

302. 
Dublin. 

Postmen's  Grievances.  June  16.  1346. 

Telecraphists*  Hours  of  Dutv,  June  9, 
775. 
Dundalk  Postmastership — Vacancv, 

Juuf  19,  1490. 
East  Central  District  Post  Office  Staff- 
Petition,  June  12.   904. 
Enniskillen  Post  Office — Plans  and  Ten- 
ders. June  19.  1492. 
Fem'bank  Post  Office  and  Postmastership, 

June  16,  1344.  I 

Fintona  Sun  da  v  Mails,  June  19.  1489. 
Ionian  Bank  Bill,  2r,  June  13,  1053.  ■ 

^6 


Hanrurv,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  ^y.—conf. 

Irish  Post  Office— Superior  AppointmenU, 

June  16,  1346. 
Kerry,  North,  Letter  De".ivcries,  June  19, 

1469. 
Lanesborough  Poetal  Airangements,   Com- 
plaint, June  19,  1493. 
Letter-boxes  on  trains,  June  1.  121. 
Limerick. 

Mail  Train,  Delays,  June  19,  1492. 

Sorting  Clerks,  Dismissal  of,  June  12,  90Si 
Lough  Kynn  Letter  Deliveries,  Compkint, 

June  13,  1068. 
Lurgan.  New  Post  Office.  June  9.  774. 
Military  and  Naval  Men,  Employment  rf, 

in  the  Post  Office,  June  1, 128. 
Mountjoy   Postal   Arrangements,    June  9i 

774. 
Moy     Postmaster^— Candidate     for     Pettj 

Sessions  Clerkship,  June  16,  1343. 
Newbliss  Post  Office  Messenger,  Sakiy  df 

June  12,  905. 
Paris  Exhibition— Britiah  Works    of    Alt, 

June  15,  1186. 
"  Parliamentary  Debates,"  Delay  in  Publi* 

cation,  etc.,  June  5,  303. 
Post  Cards. 

Commercial.  June  12.  904. 

Cost  of.  Reduction   proposed.    June   16^ 
1343. 
Po»t  Office  Employees. 

Gerks'  Salaries,  June  6,  437. 

Grievances,  June  1,  103,  115.  120. 
Postmen's  Pay— Higher  Grade  Teat,  Jim«  9, 

774. 
'  Sub-Postmasters. 

I  Rural  P(»stmen  assisting,  June  15,  1187. 

I  Scales  of  Payment,  June  16,  1544. 

Tea,  Adulteration  of— Inquiry.  June  9,  775u 
Telegraph    Service— Private    Wires,    etc, 

June  1,  131.  132. 
Tradesmen's  Cart  and  Van  Licences,  JiBt 

9,  776. 

TTA.V.SOK,  Sir  R.  [Ix)ndon]. 

Post     Cards,     for    Commexxrial    purpoMi, 
proposed,  June  12,  904. 

HARCorRT,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  G.  V.  [Monmoufk- 
shire,  W.]. 

Half-4timers — Education   of    Children   BiO, 
3r.  June  14,  3132. 
Vaccination,  Increase  of,  June  2,  216. 

Harrow  and  Uxbridge  Bailway  mn 

c.  Rep.*,  June  19,  1477. 

Harwich  Harbour  Conservanct  Boabd. 
Abstract  of  Accounts,  etc.,  presented,  Mif 

31,  6;  June  1,  69. 

Harwood,  Mr.  G.  [Bolton]. 

China,     Affairs     of — British     Commcniil 

Interei.ts,  June  9,  843. 
Half-Timers-  -Education  ol  CThildren's  BilL 

3r,  June  14,  1121. 
London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  8.  7I& 

703. 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Qas  BUL 


c.  Rep.',  June  9,  757. 
con.*,  June  19,  1476. 

Hatch,  Mr.  [Lanes.,  Gorton]. 

Canton,  British  leaders  at — Csse  of 
Banher  and  Co.,  June  2,  176. 


Vol.  72.] 


{SESSION  1899} 
MiufSl—Jnn/!  19. 


[Hay— Hou 


Hayden,  Mr.  J.  p.  [Roacommon,  S.]. 

Army  Recruits,  Bread,  Rations,  etc.,  June 

16,  1334. 
Bagot  Estate,  Sule  of— Sir  N.  O'Conor  and 

the  Congested  Districts  Board,  June  15, 

1188. 
Ballymahon  Postal  Arrangements,  June  19, 

1491. 
Castlerea      and     Ballaghadereen — Sanitary 

Charges,  June  16,  1357. 
Fireanns,  Carrying,  in  Ireland — Case  of  P. 

Costello,  June  19,  1495. 
Lanei^rough  Postal    Arrangements,    Com- 
plaint, June  19,  1493. 
Lynches,  E.,  Pension,  June  16,  1334. 
R<>9Comm()n  Agricultural   Grant,   June   16, 

1352. 

Hazell,  Mr.  W.  [Leicester]. 

Advertisement  Orders,  Stamping,    June   2, 

183. 
Pauper  Children — Expenditure   on   Orphan 

Schools,  etc.,  June  2,  248. 
Vaccination,  June  2,  206. 

Healt,  Mr.  M.  [Cork]. 

South  Kensington  Museum,  Art  Branch — 
Appomtment  of  Assistant,  June  16,  1347. 

Town  Comtinissiomers  Chairman — Solicitor 
losing  right  to  practise  at  Quarter  Ses- 
sions, June  16.  1360. 

Healy,  Mr.  T.  M.  [Louth,  N.]. 

Dillon's.  Lord,  Estate — Purchase  by  the  Con-  i 
geste<l  Districts  Board,  June  16,  1361. 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill,  con.,  June  13,  1044. 

Firearms,  Carrying  without  Licence,  in 
Ireland— Case 'of  T.  Brady,  June  15,  1189. 

Infirmaries,  County,  Management  of — ^Repre- 
sentatives elected  bv  County  Councils, 
June  15,  1188. 

Service  Franchise  Bill,  con.,  June  14,  113B. 
1147,  1152,  1153. 

Aedderwick,  Mr.  T.  C.  H.  [Wick  Burghs]. 
Colonial  Loans  Fund  Bill,  com..  June  8,  743. 
Cowaji's    Institution   and    Spitals   Hospital 

Charities,  June  16,  1435. 
India,    Presbyterian    Services    for    Troops, 

June  9,  772. 
Jam  Factories,  I^abour  in,  etc.,  June  5.  297. 
Private    Legislation    Procedure    [Scotland]  , 

Bill,  com..  June  12,  936,  981;  June  19,  ' 

1579.  I 

Sierra   Leone— Sir   D.    Chalmers's   Report,  ' 

June  2,  176. 
Squadron— Visit  to  China,  June  9,  776. 

Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  H.  [Tyrone,  N.]. 

Service  Franchise  Bill,  con.,  June  14,  1154. 

Tyrone  County  Council  Rate  Collector- 
Appointment  of  W.  M'Farland,  June  19, 
1496. 

Beneage,  Lord.  I 

Sea  Fisheries  Bill,  2r.  June  8,  610,  612.         ' 
Heme  Bay  Water  Bill. 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409.  ' 

Herrings. 

Scottish— Markets  on  the  Continent  and  in  | 
United   States,   Reports  presented,   June 
15,  1167,  1175. 

Hickman,  Sir  A.  [Wolverhampton,  W.]. 

HaJfwtimers— Education  of  Children  Bill, 
com.,  May  31,  23. 
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;  Hickman,  Sir  \.—cont. 

Natiil,  Boers  in,  Alleged  Arming  by  Trans- 
I  vaal  Government,  June  13,  1061. 

I  Hicks-Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.— Chancellor  of 

the  Exchequer  [Bristol,  W.]. 
'  Advertisement  Orders,  Stamping.  June  2, 

184. 
Agricultural     Land     Valuation — ^Finance 
i  Bill,  June  6,  455. 

I  Beer    Materials    Committee — Substitutes 

for  Hops,  etc.,  June  15,  1184. 
Bottled  Spirits,  Duty  on — Finance  Bill, 

June  6,  458,  459,  460. 
Colonial  Loans  Fund  Bill,  com.,  June  8, 

739,  742,  745. 
Death  Duties  Aggregation— Finance  Bill, 
New  Clause,  June  6,  447. 
j  London  Government  Bill,  3r — Qualifica- 

tion of  Women,  June  13,  1080. 
I  National  Debt  Annuities,  June  16,  1340. 

'  Promissory  Notes— Finance  Bill,  June  8, 

732,  733. 
Savings  Banks.  Liquirj',  June  8,  645. 
Tea  Adulteration — Inquiry,  etc.,  June  8, 

645. 
Waima   Incident — Compensation    Claima, 

June  9.  864. 
Wine  Duties,  increased.  Revenue  derived 
from,  June  13,  1068. 

Hill,  Col.  Sir  E.  S.  [Bristol,  S.]. 

All  Saints'  Church  [CardiflF]  Bill— Standing 
Order  complied  with,  June  8,  623. 
"Hindustan,"  s.s. — Conveyance  of  Animals. 

See  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. 
HoBHorsE.  Mr.  H.  [Somerset,  E.]. 

Half -timers — Education    of    Children    Bill, 

3r.  June  14,  1116. 
Private    I>egislation    Procedure    [Scotlandl 
Bill,  com.,  June  19,  1593. 

HoGAN,  Mr.  J.  F.  [Tipperary,  Mid.]. 

Angles- American  Commission,  June  13,  1064. 

British  Columbia — Japanese  Immigration, 
June  8,  636. 

Imperial  Institute  and  the  London  Uni- 
versity Scheme,  June  6,  441. 

Pacific  Cable  Scheme,  June  13,  1063. 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  British  Sailors  and  the 
Licjuor  Traffic,  June  13,  1066. 

Tonga  Islands— H.M.S.  "  Tauranga's"  Mis- 
sion.  June  8,  630;  June  13,  1064. 

HOLLAXI). 

Peace  Conference,  see  that  Title. 
Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68. 
Holland.  Mr.  W.  H.  [York,  W.R.,  Rother- 
ham]. 
Indian   Sugar  Duties— Tariff  Act,   1899.    - 

June  15,  1269. 
Mauritius  Sugar  Industry,  June  13,  1065. 

Home  Office. 

Secretary  of  State— Rt.   Hon.  Sir  M.   W.    : 

Ridley. 
Under-Secretary- Rt.  Hon.  J.  Collingg. 

Horsforth  Urban  District  Council  [Water! 
Bill. 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 
HouLi>swoRTH,  Sir  W.  H.  [Manchester,  N.W.]. 
Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 
2r.,  June  7,  586. 
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HouBS  OF  Labour. 

Jam  Factories. 

Q.    Mr.    Hedderwick;     A.    Sir   M.    W. 
Ridley,  June  5,  298. 
North-Eastern  Railway  Signalmen. 
Q.  Sir  F.  Flannery  ;' A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
8.634. 

Houses  of  Parliament. 

Ambulance  for,  proposed. 

Q.  Mr.  Tonilinson ;  A.  Mr.  Akers-Doug-, 
las,  June  8,  657. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 

Bethnal  Green  New  Schools — London  School 
Board  Scheme. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  G.  T^ibot ;   A.  Sir  M.  W. 
Ridley,  June  12,  900. 
Local  Government  Provisional  Order  [Hous- 
ing  of   Working  Classes]  Bill,    see  that 
Title. 
Workmen's   Houses   Tenure   Bill,  see  that 
Title. 

Hoosinff  of  the  Working  Classes  Provi- 
sional Order  [Borrow-Stounness]  Bill. 

c.  2r.*,  Mav31,  3. 

Rep.*,  June  9,  756. 

3r.*,  June  12,  890. 
1.  iR.*,  June  13.  995. 

HowTH — ^Trawling  ofif  Coast — Compensation  to 
Fishermen. 

Qs.  Mr.  Clancv ;   As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  16,  1360 ;  June  19.  1500. 

Hughes,  Gol.  E.  [Woolwich]. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6.  463, 
464;  June  8,  726,  730. 

Hull. 

North-Eastern,    and    Hull,    and    Barnsley 
Railways  [Joint-Dock]  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Hull,  Bamsley,  and  West  Biding  June* 
tion  Bailway  and  Dock  Bill. 

c.  con.*.  June  1,  74. 
3r.*,  June  5,  293. 
1.  commons  amendts.*,  June  8,  593. 

Humber  Conservancy  Bill, 
c.  2r.*,  June  6,  430. 

Humphreys-Owkn,  Mr.  A.  C.  [Montgomery]. 
Postal  and  Telegraphic  Facilities.  June  1, 
126. 
Htde  Park. 

Lighting  Improvement,  etc., 
Q.  Gen.  Russell ;  A.  Mr.  A.  Douglas,  June 
19,  1488. 

Htderabad  State,   Minenl   Rights— Prospec- 
tuses. 
Q.  Sir  A.  Scoble ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
June  8,  643. 

ICELAXD — Tnide  Re|)ort,  presented,  June  8,  596. 
ICHAXG. — ^Trade  Report  presented.  June  2,  163. 
Bford  Gas  Bill. 

1.  3r.',  June  6.  411. 

c.  lords  amendts.*,  June  14.  1089. 

1.  commons  amendts.*,  June  15.  1166. 

nford  Urban  District  Council  [Bates]  Bill. 
1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 
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Illicit  Commissions. 

Prevention   of   Corruption    Bill,    see  that 
Title. 

Imbecile  [Training  Institutions]  Bill. 
0.  2r.*,  June  2,  288. 

Immigration,  see  EmigFation  and  ImmigFation. 

Imperial  Institute  and  the   London  Uni- 
versity. 
Chair  of  Commercial  Educatioii. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Vincent;    A.  Mr.  Rondl, 
June  1,  80. 
Conference. 
().  Mr.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  J.  ChamberUin^ 
June  6,  441. 

Imprisonment. 

Fine  or  Imprisonment  [Scotland  and  Ireland] 
Bill,  see  that  Htle. 

Income  and  Expenditure — ^Return  Ordered  [Sir 
H.  Fowler],  June  16,  1333. 

Indenturing  in  Western  Australia. 

Abolition  of  Aborigines  Protection  Board 
Debate  [1.],  June  16.  1321. 

India. 

Secretanr    of    State— Rt.    Hon.    Lord   0. 

Hamilton. 
Army. 
Dum-Dum  Bullet,  Issue  to  Troops. 
Effect   of  Report   Ordered   [Lord  G. 

Hamilton].  June  8,  627. 
Qs.  Mr.    Dillon,    Col.    MUward,  Mr. 
Channing;  As.  I«ord   G.    HainiHoii^ 
Mr.  WyncQiam,  June  5,  300. 
Presbyterian  Services  Accommodation. 
Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, June  9,  772. 
Assam  Tea  Plantations — ^Report. 
Q.  Mr.  Schwann;  A.  LordG.  HamiIto«» 
June  12,  897. 
Bombay — Civil  and    Criminal    App^aia  in 
Political  Courts,  Return. 
Q.  Sir  \y.  Wedderbum ;  A.    Lord  0. 
Hamilton,  June  15, 1178. 
Burmese  Woman — Outrage  oq,  by  Britiik 
Soldiers  at  Rangoon. 
Q.  Mr.  Davitt ;  A.  Lord  G.  HamiltoQ, 

June  12.  896. 
Qs.  Mr.  H.  Roberts.  Mr.  Davitt,  Mir. 

DiUon,  Mr.  MacNeUl. 
As.  Lord  G.  Hamikon,  Juna  16,  I33& 
Ceylon  Waste  Land  Ordinances,  Papcft  re- 
lating to. 
Q.  Mr.  Schwann ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chambe^ 
lain.  June  13,  1059. 
Civil    Service    Examinations,    Bmilationf 

presented.  May  31,  6 ;  June  1,  SS^  78. 
Connaught    Rangers   at  Meerat— ShootiBg 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Loid  G.  Hamil- 
ton, June  16.  1335. 

Coopers      Hill      College— Retiivment     «l 
Officers. 
Q.  Sir  S.  Kinst;  A.  Lord  O.  HamiltoOt 
June  15.  1178. 
Expenditure.  Royal  Comminion  Bepoit. 
Q.  Sir  M.  Bhownag^ree;    A.   Hid  0. 
Hamilton,  June  2, 
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Franchise  in  French  Possessions. 

Q.  Sir  W.    Wedderburn;    A.    Lord   O. 
Hamilton,  June  16,  1177. 
Legal  Education,  Control  of    by    Private 
Listitutions. 
Q.  Sir   W.    Wedderburn ;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  June  8,  641. 
Madras,  see  that  Title. 
Mineral  Rights  in  Hyderabad   State — Pro- 
spectuses. 
Q.  Sir  A.  Scoble ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
June  8,  643. 
Pasteur     Institute  —  Government     Grant, 
etc.,  proposed. 

Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  June  8,  643. 
Progress  and  Condition,    copy    presented, 

June  6.  414,  435. 
Punjaub  W'ar  and  Tirah  Campaign,  1897-8, 
Distribution  of  Medals. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  June  1,  81 ;  June  6,  443. 
Riots  in  Southern  India. 

Q.  Sir   M.    Bhownaggree;    A.    Lord   G. 
Hamilton,  June  15,  1176. 
Sugar  Duties— TariflF  Act,  1899. 

Motion  [Sir  H.  H.  Fowler],  June  15,  1199. 
Sugar  Exports  and  Imports. 

Q.  Capt.  Sinclair ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, June  2,  185  ;  June  8,  644. 
Return. 
Q.  Mr.  Maclean ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
6,  443. 
Women  Barristers — Miss  Sorabji's  Applica- 
tion refused. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, June  8.  641. 

IxDrsTRiAL  Schools. 

See  Reformatory  and  Industrial  Schools. 

I.VEBRiATE       Rkformatories,       Management, 
Rules  presented,  June  13,  996,  1067. 

IXEBRIATES    ACT. 

Petition  for  Alteration  of  Law,  June  14, 
1090. 

Infant  Orphan  Asylum  Bill. 

c.  Rep.'.  June  9,  758. 
3r.*,  June  13, 1002. 

Infectious    Disease    [Notification]    Act 
[1889]  Extension  Bill. 
1.  3r.»,  June  1,  71. 
c.  Lords  Amendts.*,  June  5,  297. 

Infirmaries. 

Irish  County  Infirmaries,  Management  of — 
Representatives  elected  by  County 
Councils. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healv;   A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  15,  1188. 

Inland  Revenue  Department. 
Vote  for.  Rep.*,  June  1,  157. 

Inniskeen  Railway  Accident. 
Culloville  Line  Improvement. 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
16.   1341. 
Intermediate  Education. 
Ireland. 
Examination  Places,  copv  of  Rules  pre- 
sented, June  6.  414,  434. 
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Intermediate  Education— con^. 
Rules  and  Programme  for  1900. 

Q.   Mr.  W.  Johnston ;  A.  Mr.  O.  W. 
Balfour,  June  15.  1193. 
Viceregal  Ccmm-ission. 

Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfoar, 
June  13,  1071. 
Welsh  Intermediate    Education  Act. 
Charity  Commissioners*  Report  presented, 
June  14,  1091 ;  June  15,  1168. 

International  Union. 

Japan,  Accession  of,  copy  of  Treaty  pre- 
sented, June  6,  435 ;  .June  8,  596. 

Montenegro,  Withdrawal  from,  copy  of 
Treaty  presented,  June  9,  761,  880. 

Intoxicating  Liquors. 

Sale  of  Intoxicalt'ing  Liqtfors  on  Sunday 
Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Intoxicating   Liquors    [Sunday    Closing] 
BilL 

c.  2r.,  June  7,  543. 

Inverness  Harbour  Bill. 

c.  Rep.*,  June  16,  1330. 

Ionian  Bank  BiU. 

c.  2r.,  June  13.  1053. 

Ionian  Islands— Trade  Report  presented,  June 
1,  68. 

Ireland. 

Chief  Secretary— Rt.    Hon.    Gerald   W. 

Balfour. 
Attorney-General— Rt.  Hon.  J.  Atkinson. 
Solicitor-General — Mr.   D.  P.  Barton. 
Agricultural  Grant,  see  that  Title. 
Annalv  Estat-e,  Purchase  of  holdings. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four,  June  13,  1076. 
Bagot  Estate,  Sale  (rf— <Sir  N.  O'Conor  and 
the  Congested  Districts  Board. 

Q.  Mr.  Hayden ;   A.  Mr.   G.  W.  Bal- 
four. June  15,  1188. 
Ballychiff  Postal  Fa(nlitie8. 

Q.  Mr.   Flavin  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv,  June 
19,   1494. 
Ballymahon  Postal  Arrangements. 

Q.  Mr.  Harden  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
19,  1491.' 
Belfast,  Cork,  Dublin,  etc.,  see  those  Titles. 
Bills,  relating  to,  see  their  Titles. 
Blackhead     and     Maiden     Rocks     Light- 
houses, see  those  Titles. 
Blind.  State  Aid  for.  see  Blind. 
Ca.«tlerea     and     Ballaghadereen,     Sanitary 
Charges. 

Q.  Mr.  Hayden;   A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four,  June  16,  1357. 
Cavan.  see  that  Title. 
Circular  Postage  in  Bandon  and  Clone. 
Q.    Mr.    E.    Barry;    A.    Mr.   Hanbury, 
June  16,  1342. 
Clerks  of  Unions  cheeking  Rate   Collectors' 
Account.*! — Extra  Remuneration. 

Q.  Mr.  Tullv :   A.  Mr.  G,  W.  Balfour, 
June  15,  1197. 
Constabulary,  Royal  Irish,  see  that  Title. 

[Contintwd 
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Gookstown,  see  that  Title. 
County  Cess.   Balrothen' — Standard  Rate. 
Q.  Mr.  Clancv ;   A.  Mr.  G.  VV.  Balfour, 
June  16,  1353. 
County  Councils. 

Contractors  as  Members  of  Councils. 
Cork. 
Q.  Mr.  TuUy  ;   A.  Mr.    G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  8,  652. 
Keny. 
Q.  Mr.  Field;    A.  Mr.  G.   W.  Bal- 
four. June  13,  1070. 
Elections  Expenses. 

Q.    Mr.    Macaleese;    A.    Mr.    G.    W. 
Balfour,  June  8.  656. 
Longford  Collector— Case  of  W.  Jones, 
g.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfoiu:,  June  13,  1071. 
County  Court  Officers—Grant  for  Clerical 
Assistance — Return.  j 

Q.    Mr.   Engledew;    A.   Mr.  Hanbury,  ' 
4-38. 
Crime.  Incitement  to,  M'Hale  v.  Sullivan. 

Debate  [1.].  June  12.  880. 
Dillon's   Lord,   Estate — Purchase   by   Con- 
gested Districts  Board. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healv;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour.   June  16,   1361. 
Diseases  of  Animals   Act,  Return  presented, 

June  12,  880.  892. 
Dundalk   Postmastership   Vacancy. 
Q.     Mr.     Macaleese;    A.    Mr.    Hanbury, 
June  19.  1490. 
Dwyer  Sylvester,   Im])rij»onment   of — Com- 
niu tuition  of  Sentence. 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour. 
June  19.  1498. 
Ediicition    [For    collective    Heading,    see 

F^iucation]. 
Emigration  to  America,  Increase. 

Q.  Capt.  Donelan  ;   A.  Mr.  G.  \V.  Bal- 
four,  June  8,  649. 
Enniskillen  Post  Office.  Plans  and  Tenders.  ■ 
Q.  Mr.  Jonian  ;   A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June  I 
19.    1492.  *  ' 

Fair  Rents,  see  .«ub-heading  Judicial  Rents,  j 
Ferrybank  Post  Office  and  Postmastership. 
Q.   Mr.   P.   O'Brien;    A.   Mr.    Hauburv, 
June  16.  1344. 
Finegan,  Eviction  Case. 

gs.  Mr.  Macaleese ;   A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal-  , 
four.  .June  15.  1190;  June  19,  1497.      I 
Fintona   Sunday  Mails. 

Q.  Mr.   Diloii ;    A.   Mr.   Hanburv,  June  I 
19, 1488.  '  I 

Firearm'?,   Carrying,  see  Firearms.  j 

Fish    Traffic    on    Railways — Knglish    and  ! 
Irish  Railwavs. 
Q.    Mr.   P".   O'Brien ;    A.   Mr.   G.    W.  j 
Balfour,  June  16.  1358. 
Fishin:?  Pro.<{ecution — Case  of  P.  Comerford. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;   A.  Mr.  G.  \V.  Bal- 
four. June  16.  1358. 
G'in   District    School — Arrangements   with 
Waterfoi"-!    Steamship    Co.    for    C(mvey- 
ance  of  ChiMren. 
g.    Mr.   Austin ;    A.   Mr.   G.   \V.   Bal- 
four, June  12.  902.  j 
Gun  Licence-! — Mr.   Egan's  Application  Re- 
fuse*!.                                                               ' 
g.   Mr.  J.  P.   Farrell ;   A.  Mr.  G.  \V. 
Bilfonr.  June  19.  1499. 
Li'^nstr!i'  ^'»i'n<)l<j.  see  Reformatory  and  In- 
dustrial  S^'hools. 
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Infirmaries,    Management    of — ^Reprej(ent&* 
tives  elected  by  Coiintv  Councils. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healv :  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  15,' 1188. 
Inniskeen  Railway  Accident. 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese :  A.  Mr.  Ritchie.  June 
16,  1341. 
Intermediate  Education,  see  that  l^tle. 
Judicial  Rents. 
Cavan  Co. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell:  A.  Mr.  G.  V, 
Balfour,  Jane  16,  1355. 
Equal     IVeatmenb     of     Tenants — Futare 
Tenants,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin;    A.  Mr.   O.   W.  Bal- 
four, June  19,  1496. 
Returns  presented,  June  6.  413,  431 
Kerry,  Longford,  Limerick,  etc.,  sei  these 
i  Titles. 

Killamev  Lakes — Sale  of  Muckross  Estate. 
,  Qs.  Mr.  Louffh,  Mr.  MacNeill ;  Ai.  Mr. 

I  A.  J.  Balfour,  June  19,  1601. 

Labourers'     Cottages — Diaqualificatioa    of 
I  District  Councillors,  etc. 

I  Q.  Mr.  Gibney  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  1\\.lm, 

i  June  19,  1495. 

Land  Commission,  see  that  Title. 
Land   Purchase  Acts,   Delay  in   Canying 
out. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Young;  A.  Mr.  Q.  W.  Bal- 
four.  June  8,  650. 
I         Lanesborough  Postal   Arrangeraeats,  dm- 
plaint. 

g.    Mr.    Hayden;    A.   .Mr.    Hiubuiy, 
June  19.  1493. 
Lights  and  Lighthouses,  see  ^hsit  Title. 
Loan  Fund  Board — Illegalities, 
gs.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor,  Mr.  Do.»gan;  .-L 
Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour.  June  9,  7M. 
Local  Government  Board  Otden,  Printing, 
etc. 
g.  Mr.  Dillon;    A.   Mr.  G.  W.  Btl- 
four.  June  8,  651. 
Local    Government    Finance— Laboor  and 
Expense,  Increase  in,  under  new  Rales, 
g.  Mr.   MacNeill;    A.   Mr.   G.  W. 
Balfour.  June  15.  1191. 
Lough  Rvnn  Letter  Deliveriefi  Complaint, 
g.  Mr.  Tally;   A.  Mr.   Hanbarv,  Jua* 
13,  1068. 
Lurgan.  Xew  Post  Office, 
g.  Mr.  M  Ghee ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbnrr,  Jont 
9.  774. 
Magistracy,  see  that  Title. 
Migration  of   Population   of  Co.    Mayo^ 
County  Council  Resolution, 
g.    Dr.    Ambrose;     A.    Mr.    G.    W. 
Balfour.  June  6,  439. 
Military    District,    Cork— Stwet    Contract 
Complaints, 
g.  Captain  Donelan;    A.    Mr.   J.   P. 
Williams,  June  19.  1482. 
Monaghan  L^nion  Medical  Offico-. 

g.    Mr.    Macaleese;    A.    Mr.    O.   W. 
Balfour.  June  16.  1350. 
Mountjoy  Postal  ArrangementiL 
g.  Mr.  Doogan ;  A.  Mr.  Haobmr.  June  9. 
775. 
Mov     Postmaster— Candidate     for     ftttr 
Sie<tsion8  Clerkship, 
g.  Mr.  W.  JohnstoD ;  A.  Mr.  Hanburr. 
June  16, 1343. 
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Mullingar  Lunatic  Asj'lum,  see  that  Title. 
National  School  Teachers,  see  that  Title. 
Newbliss  Post  Office  Messenger,  Salary  of. 
Q.    Mr.    Macaleese;    A.    Mr.    Hanbury, 
June  12,  904. 
O'Dounell,  Dominick— Inmate  of  BelmuUet 
Union. 

g.  Mr.  Ciilly ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  13.  1074. 
Oughterard  Union,   Fever  outbreak. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  16,  1357. 
Phcenix  Park  Murderer,   Release. 
Q.    Mr.    J.    Lowther;     A.    Mr.    G.    W. 
Balfour,  June  5,  299. 
Post   Office — For   Collective   Heading,    see 

Post  Office. 
Railwav  Communiaition.   Donegal. 

Q.  Mr.  T.   D.   Sullivan :   A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  19,  1498. 
Rating,  New  System— Landlord  and  Tenant 
Agreements. 

g.  Mr.  Tully ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  9.  768. 
Riots,  see  Belfa*it  and  Cookstown. 
Roman  Catholic  University— Petitions,  June 

2,  174 ;  June  5,  297  ;  June  9,  760. 
Salmon   Fisheries— Illegal  Practices. 

Q.     Mr.     Seton-Kerr;    A.    Mr.    G.    W. 
Balfour.  June  9,  765. 
Science.  Roy.il  College  of.  see  Dublin. 
Technical   Educiition,    Return  ordered  [Sir 

J.  E.  Gorst],  June  9,  761. 
Telegraphists',  Hours  of  Duty  in  Dublin. 
Q.  Mr.  Davitt ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June  9, 
775. 
Tithe-Rent  Charge  Redemption. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Moore ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  1,  84.     Q.  Mr.  S.  Barry;  A.  Mr. 
G.  W.  Rilfour,  Jime  Id,  1354. 
Town   Conmiissioners,    Chairman — Solicitor 
losing     right     to     practise    at     Quarter 
Session-?. 
Q.    Mr.    M.    Healv;    A.    Mr.    G.    W. 
Balfour.  June  16*,  1360. 
Tramways  Amendment  Act — Relief  to  Cavan 
Ratepayers. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv, 
June  19,  1492. 
Trawling    off     Howth — C*ompensation     to 
Fishermen. 

Q.«.    Mr.    Clancy;     As^.    Mr.    G.    W. 
Balfour,  June  16,    1360;    June    19. 
1500. 
Tyrone,  see  that  Title. 
Valuation — Fixing  of  Fair  Rents,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.     S.     Young;     A.    Mr.    G.    W. 

Balfour.  June  8,  647. 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 

June  9.  768. 
Q.    Mr.    S.     Young;     A.    Mr.    G.    W. 
Balfour,  June  15,  1195. 
Sliffo. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  M'Hu^h:   A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  12.  903. 
Valuation  Acts— Revised  Valuations. 

Q.  Mr.  E.  Barry ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  16.  1352. 
Westport  Urban  Sanitary  Authority—  Com- 
missioners' Petition. 

Q.    Dr.    Ambrose;    A.     Mr.     Q.    W. 
Balfour,  June  13,  1074. 
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Youghal  Ritie  Range,  Repairs,  etc. 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan ;    A.    Mr.    Wyndham^ 
June  9,  771. 

Italy — Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68. 

Jackson.  Priv.vte. — Bithing  Fatality  at  Alder- 
shot. 
Q.  Mr.  Jeff  revs ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  June 
8.640. 

Jam  Factories,  Labour  in. 

Q.    Mr.    Hedderwiok;     A.    Sir    M.    W. 
Ridley,  June  5,  297. 

Jamaica — ^Annual  Report  presented,  June  19, 
1456,  1479. 

Jamss,  of  Hereford,  Lord. 

Reformatory-  Schools  Amendment  Bill,  2r, 

June  8,  614;  com..  June  12,  888. 
Youthful  Offenders  Bill,  2r,  June  19.  1457, 

1464. 

Jameson       Raid — Indemnity — Correspondence 
presented,  June  8,  596,  625. 

Japan'. 

Accession  to  Industrial  Convention  of  1883 

—Treaty  presented,  June  2,  163,  17L 
Accession   to   International   L^nion — Treaty 

presented.  June  6,  435;  June  8,  596. 
British  Columbia — .Japanese  Immigration. 

Q.  Mr.  Hogan  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
June  8.  636. 
Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68;  June 

19,  1456. 

Jeffreys,  Mr.  A.  F.  [Hants,  N.] 

Aldershot  Bathing  Fatality,  June  8,  640. 
Half-timers — Educati<m    of    Children    Bill, 

com..  May  31,  27,  36. 
Private    Legislation    Procedure    [Scotland} 

Bill,  com.,  June  12.  927. 

Jkssel,  Cai»t.  H.  M.  [St.  Pancras,  South]. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6,  499. 
Johannesburg. 

Edgar,  Mr.,    Killed    by   Policeman — Com- 
pensation to  Mrs.  Edgar. 

Q.  Mr.  Griffith ;   A.   Mr.   J.  Chamber- 

lain.  June  2,  182. 
Q.  Mr.  Duncombe ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  19,  1484. 

Johnsox-Ferguson',    Mr.    J.    E.    [Leicester, 
Loughborough]. 
Dublin  Corporation  Bill,  con..   June   13, 
1022. 

JoHN'STOX,  Mr.  W.  [Belfast,  S.]. 

Agriculture     and     Technical      Instruction 

[Ireland]   Bill — Business   of    the   House, 

June  19,  1516. 
Dublin    Corporation   Bill,   con.,    June    13, 

1013. 
Intermediate  Education,  Ireland — Rules  and 

Programme  for  1900.  June  15,  1193. 
Magistrates  [Ireland]  Resident,  salaries  of, 

Jime  9.  767. 
Moy     Postmaster— Candidate     for     Petty 

Sessions  Clerkship,  June  16,  1343. 
Transvaal — Mrs.     Applebe,     Murder     of, 

June  19, 1484. 
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Johnstone,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Sussex,  HorshamJ. 

Half-timers — Education    of    Children    Bill, 

3r,  June  14,  1120. 
Tx)ndon  Government   Bill — Qualification   of 
Women,  con.  June  6,  475. 

Jones,  Mr.  D.  B.  [Swansea  District]. 

All  Saints'  Church  [Cardiflf]  Bill— Standing 
Order  Complied  with,  June  8,  622. 

Jones,  Mr.  W.  [Carnarvon,  Arfon]. 

Poor  Law  Schools,  Education  in,  June  2, 
242. 

Jones's  Divorce  Bill. 
1.  Rep.*,  June  1,  70. 

3r.*.  June  2,  163. 
c.  iR.*,  June  2,  169. 

2r.',  June  9,  756. 

Rep.*,  June  16,  1331. 

JoRJ)AN,  Mr.  J.  [Fermanagh,  S.]. 

Enniskillen  Post  Office — Plans  and  Tenders, 
June  19,  1492. 

Judges. 

Additional  Judges,  Appointment  of. 

Q.  Lord  Russell  of  Killowen ;   A.  Lord 
Halsburv,  June  8,  617. 
Ecclesiastical  Judge,  see  tha.t  Title. 

Judicial  Rents,  Ireland. 

See  Ireland. 
Justice. 

South  St^flFordshire  Stipendiary  Justice  Bill, 
see  that  Title. 
Juvenile  Offenders. 

Youthful  Offenders  Bill,  see  that  Title. 
Kenny,  Mr.,  Case  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Tullv ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  June 
5,  304. 

Kensington   and   Netting  Hill  Electric 
Lighting  Bill. 

1.  2r.*,  June  2,  161. 
Rep.*,  June  16,  1317. 

Kent. 

Ligiht    l^ilwavs    Order     presented,    May 

31,5;  June'l.  69. 
Mid-Kent  Gas  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Kenyon,  Mr.  J.  [Lanes.,  Bury], 

Half4imers— PMucation    of    Children    Bill, 
3r.,  June  14,  1125,  1127. 

Kerry. 

County  Council — Contractors  as  Members  of 
Council. 
Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  13,  1070. 
Letter  Deliveries  in  North  Kerry. 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June  I 
19,  1489.  I 

Keswick,  Mr.  W.  [Surrey,  Epsom].  j 

China,  Affairs  of,  June  9,  867.  I 

Kew  Bridge  Bill.  | 

c.  Rep.*,  June  2,  169.  j 

3r.\  June  6,  430. 

KiLDARE— AirricultUTal  Grant  Reduction.  . 

AkH-icultural  Grant  Reduction.  I 

Q.  Mr.  Carew;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  | 

June  8,  650.  ' 


KiLDARE  Street  Library,  Handing  over  to 
netw  Irish  Department. 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  3Ir.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  16, 1350. 

KiLLARNEY  Lakes— Sale  of  Muckroes  Estate. 
Qs.  Mr.  Lough,  Mr.  MacNeiU;  As.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  June  19,  1501. 

KiMBER,  Mr.  H.  [Wandsworth]. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6,  482. 

KiMBERLEY,    KaRL  OF. 

Ix>ndon  Government  Bill,  June  15,  1169. 
Soudan    Campaigns-Grant    to    Lord    Kit- 

cliener,  Vote  of  Tlianks  to  the  Forow, 

e^c,  June  8,  600,  607. 

King.  Sir  H.  S.  [Hull,  Central]. 

Coopers      Hill      College— Retirement     of 
Officers,  June  15,  1178. 

KiNLOCH,  Sir  J.  G.  S.  [Perthshire,  E.]. 

Secondary  Education,  Scotland — Minute  of 
April  27,  1899,  June  16,  1438. 

Kitchener,  Lord,  Grant  to,  see  Soudan  Oun- 
paign. 

Kno\\i.es.  Mr.  L.  [Salford,  W.]. 

Plumbers*  Registration — Legislation,  Juxie 

13,  1087. 
Soudan  Campaign. 
Kitchener,  Ixird.  Grant  to— Treatment  of 

t&e  Mahdi's  Body,  etc.,  June  6,  374. 
Wounded  Dervishes,  Cruelty  to,  alleged- 
Major  Luigi  Calderari's  Letter,  June  8. 
686. 

Krt'ger,  President— Conference   with  Sir  A. 
Milner,  see  Transvaal,  Uitlanders*  Grievance 

— Bloemfontein  Conference. 

• 

Kurdish  Atrocities  in  Abmenla. 
Russian  and  French  Protest. 
Q.  Mr.  Schwann ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Jane 

16,  1357. 

LAROUrHERE.  Mr.  H.  [Northampton]. 

Bloemfontein  Conference,  June  13,  1060. 
Business    of    the    House,    Precedence    of 

Goveinment  Business,  June  19,  1520. 
China,     Affairs     of — British     QovemnMiit 

Policy,  etc.,  June  9.  866. 
London  Government  Bill — Qualification  of 

Women.  June  6.  473.  474;  June  13,  lOtt. 
SaliKburv  Plain,  Purchase  of  Land  l^  War 

Office^Finance  Bill.  June  6,  457. 
Soudan    Expedition— Grant  to    Lord  Kit- 

cliener — Treatment  of  the  Mahdi's  Bodj, 

etc.,  June  5,  364. 
Vaccination   Law.    Enforcement  of — ^Local 

Government  Board  Action,  June  2,  217. 
VaccinHti(;u   Officers  and   Boards  of  Gua^ 

dians.  June  2.  209. 

LABOrRKRS*  COTIACfES,   IRELAND. 

Dis(iualification  of  District  Coundllon.  etc 
g.  Mr.  Gibnev;  A.  Mr.  O.  W.  Balfov, 

June  19,  14&5. 

Ladysmitit  Barracks,  Insanitaiy  ConditioD  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan;  A.    Mr.    Wyndhui, 

June  9,  77L 

Lakes  of  Killarnet,  see  KiUuncy  Likei. 
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Lambert,  Mr.    G.  [Dovon,  South  Moltoii]. 
China. 
Anglo-Russian    Agreement — Peking    and 

Manchurian  Railway,  June  8,  630. 
Yang-taze  Valley,   Geographical    Defini- 
tion, Railway  Rates,  etc.,  June  8,  630. 
Wine  Duties.    Increased,    Revenue  derived 
from,  June  13,  1068. 

Lanaxkshire     [Middle     Ward     District 
WaterJ  Bill. 

c.  Rep.*,  June  16,  1330. 


Lancashire     and     Yorkshire 
[Various  Powers]  Bill. 
1.  Rep.*,  June  12,  878. 


Railway 


Land. 

Agricultural  Land,  Valuation — Finance  Bill, 
Motion  [Mr.  Bowles],  June  6,  452. 

Ireland. 

Valuation — Fixing  of  Fair  Rents,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Young ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  8,  647 ;  Q.  Capt.  Donelan  ;  A.  Mr. 
G.  W.  Balfour,  June  9.  768 ;  Q.  Mr.  S. 
Young ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  June 
15,  1195. 
Sligo. 

g.   Mr.  P.  A.  MHuL'h;   A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  12,  903. 
Valuation  Acts     Revised  Valuations. 
g.  Mr.  K.  Barrv;  A.  Mr.  ().  W.  Balfour. 
June  16,  1352.  * 

Land  Commission-  [Ireland]. 

Assistant  Commissioners. 

g.    Capt.    Donelan  ;    A.  Mr.  G.  W.  BaL 
four,  Juno  8.  648. 
B.iilirhorougli     Sub  Commissioners*     Judij- 
Hiouts. 
g.  Mr.  S.  Y<.uni,' ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
f(»ur,  June  8,  647 
. Judicial  Rents,  see  Ireland. 
Ritting — new  System,  rj<indlor<l  and  Tenant 
Agreements. 

g.  Mr.  Tullv;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour. 
June  9,  768. 
Tithe  Rent-Charge  Redemption. 
Q.  Mr.  \V.  Moore ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 

June  1,  84. 
g.  Mr.  S.  Barrv ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour. 
June  16,  1354. 

Land  Purchase  Acts,  Ireland. 

Delav  in  Carrying  out. 
g.^Mr.  S.  Young;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  8,  650. 

Lanesboroucii  Postal  Arrangements,   Com- 
plaint. 

g.  Mr.  Haydtn ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
19,  1493. 

L\URiE,    Lieut. -Gen.    J.    W.   [Pembroke    and 
Haverfordwest]. 

Loans.  Municipal,  June  2,  227. 

Pembroke  Dock— Delay  in  Delivery  of 
Lettei-s,  June  1,  125,  127. 

Street  Obstruction — Prosecution  of  Car- 
men, Dismissal  of  Case  ^t  Marylebone 
t^olice  Court,  June  15,  1184. 
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W.    F.    [Liverpool,     Aber- 
Traffio— Spirit 


Lawrence,    Mr. 
cromby]. 

Africa,      West,     Liquor 

Duties,  June  15,  1181. 
West  lndie.s — Fruit  s-teamers.  Local  Duties 

on  Rum,  etc.,  June  6,  441. 


Lawson,  Mr.  J.  G.  [York,  X.R.,  Thirsk]. 

Carmarthen  Charities — Delav  in  Publication 

of  Report,  Jime  19,  1487.  * 
Half-timers — F^ucation    of   Children    Bill. 

com..  May  31,  38,  41.  53. 

Lawson,  Sir  W.  [Cumberland,  Cockermouth]. 

Intoxicating  Liquors  [Sundav  Ch)sing]  Bill, 

2r.  dune  7,  553,  554,  557,^558,  562. 
Peer.s'  Interference  at  Flections — Breach  of 

Privilege.  June  5,  315. 
Soudan       Canipaign- -Grant        to        I»rcl 

Kitchener — Treatment     of    the    Mahdi*s 

Body,  etc.,  June  5.  385. 
Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill. 

2r,  June  7,  569. 

Lawyers — Women   Practising  in    India — ^Miss 
Sorabji's  application. 

g.    Mr.    H.    Roberts ;      A.    Lord    G. 
Hamilt^m,  .June  8,  641. 

Lead  Factories— White  Lead  Factories,  Rules 
juesented,  June  1,  70,  79. 

Leese.  Sir  .1.  F.  [Lancashire.  A('fringt<»n]. 
Intoxicating,'  Li((uors  [Sun<l,iv  (-losing!  Bill, 
2ii.,  June  7,  566. 

Le(;al     Fdfcation,     India — Contnd     of     by 
Private  Institutions. 


g.    Sir    W.    Wedderbuin;    A. 
Hamilton,  .Tune  8,  641. 


Lord    G. 


Leicester  Corporation  Water  BiU. 

c.  Instruction  to  com.  as  to  consolidation  of 
Bills.  June  2,  167. 
Rep.*,  Juno  16,  1331. 

Lei(;ti,  Lord. 

Reformatory  Schools  Amendment  Bill,  2h, 
June  8,  612;  com.,  June  12,  888. 

Youthful  Offenders  Bill,  2r,  .June  19,  1462, 
1466. 

Leigh-on-Sea  Urban  District  Council  BiU. 

c.  2r.*,  June  6,  430. 

Leith  Harbour  and  Docks  Bill. 

1.  iR.*,  June  1,  66. 
2r.*,  June  9,  750. 

LExa,  Sir  J.  [Dundee]. 

American  Mail   Service— Return,    June   6, 

437. 
C<»Ioniai  Loans  Fund  Bill,  com.,  June  8,  744. 
Private    Jycgislation    Procedure    [Scotland] 

Bill,  com.,  June  19,  1573. 
Savings  Banks,  Inquiry,  June  8,  644. 

Letter -Boxes — Late   Letter-boxes    on    trains, 
S.  June  1,  106,  121. 

LcTT^na— Daily  Daliveriiw  in  Hvnd  t>i«tri»t«, 
S..  June  1,  126,  126. 
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Lkvel  Crossings. 

Desborough     Fatality    Inquest— Board     of 
Trade  Repiesentative. 
Q.  Mr.  Channing  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
2,  181. 
Lewis,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Flint  Boroughs]. 

Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 
2r,  June?,  586. 
Lewis,  Mrs.,  Case  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Spicer ;  A.  Mr.  G.  Wvndham,  June 
8,  632. 

LlI{Il.4RIES. 

Kildare  Street   Library,    handing    over    to 
New  Irish  Department. 

Q.   Mr.  P.  O'Brien;    A.    Mr.    G.    W. 
Balfour,  June  16.  1350. 
Public  Libraries  [^t)tland]  Acts  Amendment 
Bill,  sue  that  Title. 

Life  Assurance — Lloyd's  Policies — Returns. 
Mail  Train  delays. 
Q.  Mr.  Boulmiis ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June  8, 
633. 

]jUim  Railways. 

Glamorgan    and    Bi^econ    Counties,    Order 

Presented.  May  31,  5 ;  June  1,  69. 
Middlesex  Co.,   Order  Presented,  Mav  31, 

5  ;  June  1,  69. 
Sheppey,  Isle  of.  and  (*o.  of  Kent,  Order 

Piest'nted.  May  31,  5;  June  1,  69. 
\Veston-su|)er-Mdi^.  Clevedcm,  and  Portis- 

he:id  Tramways  Company  [Light  Railwiiy 

Kxtnisions]  Bill,  see  tha't  Title. 

I^HJHTEKMEN. 

Watermen's  and  Lightermen's  Arts  Amend- 
ment Bill,  see  that  Title. 

[j(;tttin(;  ok  Hyde  Park. 

Q.  Gon.  Russell ;  A.  Mr,  A.  Douglas,  June 
19.  1488. 

I.KJHTS  AND   Ll(;iITII()USKS. 

Black  Head. 
Q.  Mr.   Allan;   A.  Mr.  Ritchie.  June  2, 
180;  Q.  Capt.  Do.ielan  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie. 
June  8,  634. 
Lighthouse  Keepers'  Kmoluments. 
Q.  Mr.  Nicol ;   A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June  9, 
770. 
Maiden  Rwks. 
Q.  Mr.   Allan 

634. 
Q.  Mr.  Field; 
1066. 

Northern      Light hcuises      Commissioners  - 
Inciease  in  Clerical  Kstablislnnents — Order 
in  Council  Presented.  June  6.  413.  434. 
S-ottish      Lighthouse      Keopeis.      Retiimg 
Allow.in<re. 
Q.  Dr.  Clirk;  A.  Mr.  Ritdiie.  Juno  16. 
1342. 

LlMKRICK. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  and  Waterford, 
liimeriek.        and        Western        Railway 
('omj)anies   .Amalgamati(»n  Bill,   see   that 
Title. 
Mail  Train  Delays. 
<^.  Mr.  Flavin';  A.  Mr.  Hanbun-,  June  19, 
1491. 
Newcastle    West    Creamery — Sewer    Com- 
plaint. 
Q.  Mr.  Au.«Jtin ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  15,  1193. 


A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June  2, 
A.  Mr.  Ritchie.  June  13. 


Limerick— am/. 

Sorting  Clerks,  Dismissal  of. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.    Mr.    Hanbuir, 
June  12,  905. 

Lincolnshire  Coroners  BilL 
1.  3r.*,  June  9,  754. 
c.  lR»,  June  14,  1092. 

Liquor  Traffic  and  Liquor  Licensing  Laws. 
Africa,  West,  see  that  Title. 
Beer  Materials  Committee — Substitutes  for 
Hops,  etc. 

Q.  Sir  C.  Quilter;   A.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  June  15,  1183. 
Children,  Sale  of  Liquor    to— Petition  for 

Alteration  of  Law,  June  12,  892. 
Grocers'  Licences  [Scotland]  Abolition  Bill. 

see  that  Title. 
Madras — Opening  of  Liquor  Shops. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Smith ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton. 
June  12,  897. 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  British  Sailors  at. 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie.  Jane  13. 
1066. 
Sunday  Sale  of  Liquor  Bills,  see  Titles  In- 
t<}xicating  Liquors  [Sunday  Cloaing]  Bill 
and  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sun- 
day Bill. 
Wine    and    Beerhouses    Acts    Amendment 
Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Liquor  Traffic  Local  Veto  [Scotland]  BilL 
Petitions,  June  13,   1065;  June  16.  1331; 
June  19.  1478. 

Lisbum  Urban  District  Gonncils  Bill, 
formerly 
Lisbum  Town  CommissionerB  BilL 

1.  Rep.»,  June  8,  594. 
3r.*,  June  13,  996. 
c.  lords  amendmenta*,  June  19,  1475. 
"Little  JiInglandkr." 

0.  H.  I^bouchere,  June  9.  865. 

LiVERrOOL. 

Education    Department    Proviricmal    Order 
Coniirmation   [I^verpool]   Bill,   see  tlut 
Title. 
Meat  Inspection — Appointment  of  Unqnali- 
tied  Inspector. 
Q.  Mr.   P.  O'Brien;   A.  'hit.  Ghaplia. 
June  16.  1348. 

LivKRi'ooL,  Blshof  OP— PeeTs'   Interference  at 
South]Kirt  Klecticm — Breach  of  Privilege. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Lowther ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal. 

four,  June  5.  307. 
Motion  [Mr.  Ii(»wther].  June  6,  311. 

Liverpool  Overhead  Bailway  BilL 

i\  2r.*..  May  31.  2. 

Rep.«,  June  16,  1330. 
LLOYi)-aKOR(;K,  Mr.  D.  [Cmnarvon.  etc.]. 
T/ocal     (rovernment     Board,     transfcrriDje 

Powers  to  County  Councils,  June  2. 965. 
Private   I^j^ation   Procedure  [tScotlaDdj 

Bill,  com.,  June  12.  916. 
Provisional    Order    Bills.    Procednre^In- 

sertion  of  Names,  June  2,  176. 
Wine    and    Beerhouse    Act«    AmeDdmem 

Bill.  2r..  June  7,  567. 

Lloyd's  Life  Insurance  PoLicuw—Retoras. 
Q.  Mr.  Boulnoit;  A.  Mr.  Ritdiie,  June  8, 

633. 
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I/)AN  Fund  Board,  Ireland— Illegalities. 

Qs.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor,  Mr.  Doogan  ;  As. 
Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  June  9,  764. 

LOAXS. 

Colonial  I^oans  Fund  Bill,  see  that  Tit'e. 
Finance  Bill,  Amendments  [Sir  M.  Hicks- 

Beacli],  June  8,  731 ;  [Sir  C.  Cameron], 

734 
Turkish  Lioan,  see  that  Title. 

Local  Afthorities. 

Taxation  of  Ground  Rents — Petition,  June 

6,  433. 
Technical    Exlucation,     England,     Ireland, 

and  Wales.  Return  Ordered  [Sir  J.  Gorst], 

June  9,  761. 

Local    Authorities    Servants'    Superan- 
nuation Bill. 

Petition,  June  16,  1332. 

IX)CAL    GfJVKRNilEST  BOARD. 

PieHiileiit— Et>  Hon.  H.   Chaplin. 

Parliaifitntttry    Secretary  -Mr.     T.     W. 
Russell. 
Inquiries  bv,  Limitation  of,  S.  June  2,  279, 

280. 
Powers,   Transferring  to  County  Coimcds. 

S.  June  2,  266,  271.  274,  276. 
Vote  for,  June  2.  187. 

Local  Qovp^rxmest    Board,   Irkland. 

Cav4n   and   Oraiiai-d    Unions — Transfer   of 
Divi^ons  refu,^. 

g.   Mr.  J.  P.    Farrell;    A.   Mr.   G.   W. 
Balfour,  June  13,  1075. 
Orders,  Printing,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon  ;   A.   Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  8,  651. 

Local  Guvkrnmkm  [Irkland]  Act,  1898. 
Method  or  Determining  Amounts  to  be 
taken  as  having  been  raised  in  standard 
year — Memorandum  presented,  June  16, 
1333. 
Orders  and  Rules  under — Difficulty  in  ob- 
taining copies. 

Q    Mr.  TuUv  ;  A.  Mr.  0.  W.  Balfour, 
June  6.  439. 
[See     also     Ireland — Sub-lieading     County 
Councils]. 

Local  Government  [Ireland]   Provisional 
Orders  [No.  1]  Bill, 
c.  2r.*,  June  2,  168. 
Kep.*.  June  9,  757. 
3r.*,  June  12,  890. 
1.  iR.*,  June  13,  995. 

Local  Oovemment  [Lrelandl  Provisional 
Orders  [No.  21  Bill. 
c.  2r.*,   June  5,  296. 
Rep.*.  June  16,  1329 
3r*,  June  19,  1476. 

Local  dovermnent   [Lrelandl  Provisional 
Orders  JNo.  3]  Bia 
c.  2r.*,  June  6,  432. 
Rep.*,  June  16.   1329. 
3r.*,  June  19,  1476. 

Local  (Government  [Ireland]   Provisional 
Orders  [No.  41  Bill, 
c.  iR.*,  June  1,  77. 
2b.*,  June  12,  890. 
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Local  Government  [Ireland]  Provisional 
Order   [Housing   of  Working  Glasses] 
[No.  2]  BilL 
c.  2r.*,  June  12,  890. 

Local    Government    Provisional    Orders 

[No.  II  BHL 

1.  Royal  Assent.  June  6,  409. 

Local    Government    Provisional    Orders 
I  No.  2]  Bill. 

c.  Rep.*,  June  16,  1329. 
con.*,  June  19,  1477. 

Local    Government    Provisional    Orders 
[No.  31  BUI. 

1.  iR.*,  June  1,  68. 

Local    (Government    Provisional    Orders 
[No.  4]  Bill. 
c.  2r.*,  June  2,  168. 

Local    (Government    Provisional    Orders 
[No.  5]  Bill. 

c.  2r.»,  June  2,  168. 

Rep.*,  June  9,  757. 

3r.*.  June  12.  890. 
1.  iR.*,  June  13,  995. 

Local    Government    Provisional    Orders 
[No.  61  Bill. 

c.  2r.*,  June  2,  168. 

Local    (Government    Provisional    Orders 
[No.  71  Bill, 
c.  2r.*,  June  2,  168. 
Rep.*,  June  16,  1329. 
con.*,  June  19,  1477. 

Local    Government    Provisional    Orders 
[No.  81  Bill. 

c.  2r.*.  June  2.  168. 

Rep.*,  June  9,  757. 

con.*,  June  12,  890. 

3r.*.  Junt'  13.  1054. 

1.  iR.*,  June  15.  1166. 


Local    Government 
(No.  91  Bill. 
c.  2h.*,  June  6, 

Local    Government 
INo.  101  Bill. 
c.  2r.*,  June  6. 

Local    Government 
[No.  Ill  Bill. 
c.  2r.*.  June  6, 

Local    Government 
[No.  121  Bill. 

c.  2r.*,  June  6, 

Local    Government 
[No.  131  Bill. 
c.  2r.*,  June  6, 
Rep.*,  June  16, 

Local    (Government 
[No.  141  Bill, 
c.  2r.*,  June  6, 
3  N  2 


Provisional 
432. 

Provisional 
432. 

Provisional 
432. 

Provisional 
432. 

Provisional 

432. 
1330. 

Provisional 

432. 
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Orders 


Orders 


Orders 


Orders 


Orders 
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Local    (Government    Provisional   Orders 
[Gas]  Bill. 

c.  2r.»,  June  2,  168. 

Local    Government    Provisional    Orders 
[Housing  of  Working  Classes]  BilL 
c.  2r.*,  June  2,  168;  June  6,  432. 
Rep*,  June  9,  757. 
3r.*.  June  12,  890. 
1.  lR.»,  June  13,  995. 

Local    (Government    Provisional    Orders 
[Poor  Law]  BilL 
c.  2b.*,  June  2,  168. 
Rep.*,  June  9,  757. 
3r.*,  June  12,  890. 
1.  iR.*,  June  13,  995. 

Local  (Government  [Scotland]  Act  [1894] 

Amendment  Bill. 

Petitions,    June    1,    78;    Jime  2,   174; 

June  7,  538 ;  June  9,  760,  891,  1055, 

1090 ;   June  15,  1175 ;  June  16,  lv332 ; 

June  19,  1478. 

Local  (Government  [Scotland]  Act  [1894] 
Amendment  [No.  2.]  Bill. 
Petitions,  June  9,  760 ;  June  16,  1332. 

Local  (Government  [Scotland]  Bill. 

Petitions,  June  2,  174  ;  June  9,  760. 
liOPAii  Loans,  see  Loans. 

Local  Taxation — Oonmiission,  Minutes  of  Evi- 
dence presented,  May  31,  7 ;  June  1,  68. 
LocKwooD,  LiKXTT.-CoL.  A.  [Esscx,  Epping]. 

Bo^ixl  (»f  Ivluorition  Bill,  June  19,  1500. 
Half-timers-  Education    of    Children   Bill, 
com.  May  31,  47. 

London,  Bishop  of. 

Marriages  Validity  Bill,  2r.,  June  6,  429. 
Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill  [Secret  Com- 
missions], 2r.,  June  6,  416. 

London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Bail- 
way  [Pensions]  Bill. 
1.  Rt^p.*,  June  8.  594. 
3k.*.  dune  13,  996. 
c.  lonls  amendt€.*,  June  19,  1475. 

London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Bail- 
way  [Various  Powers]  BilL 
1.  2r.*,  Junes,  594. 

London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  ^lAn.WAT. 
Shunting  Fatfllity 

Q.  Mr.  Maddison ;   A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
15,  1183. 

London,    Chatham,  and  Dover  Railway 
Bill. 

1.  2r.*,  June  9,  750. 

I/ONDOx,    City   of — Electric   lighting.    Report 
presented,  June  12,  880,  892. 

London  County  Council. 

Estimate  of  Expenditure   presented,   June 
19,  1479. 

3G 


London  County  Council  [Gtoneral  Powers 
BilL 

c.  con.*,  June  13,  1005. 

London  County  Council  [Money]  BilL 

c.  Rep.*,  June  9,  757. 
con.*,  June  16,  1328. 

London  Government  Bill. 

c.  con.,  June  6,  460;  June  8,  699. 

re-com.,  June  13,  1078. 

3r.,  1080. 
1.  1r.*,  June  15, 1168. 

London  (Government  Bill. 

Q.  Earl  of  Kimberlej ;  A.  Vis.  Cross,  June 

15,  1169. 
Q.  Earl   of  Kimberley;    A.    Marquess   of 

Salisbury,  June  16, '1327. 
Petitions,  June  1,  78 ;  June  19,  1466. 
Women,    Qualification    of — Mr.     Court- 
ney's  Motion,    June    6,    464;    Mr. 
Elliot's  Amendt.,  June  13,   1078. 

London  Hospital  Bill, 
c.  2b.*,  May  31,  2. 
Rep.*,  June  9,  758. 
3b.*,  June  13,  1002. 

London  Improvements  Bill, 
c.  con.*,  June  7,  537. 
3b.*,  June  12,  890. 
1.  1b.»,  June  13,  994. 

liONDON  Si^HOOL  BoABD. 

Bethnnl  (ireen  Schools,  see  that  Title. 
liONDON       U^^VEBSITY -- Imperial       Institute 
Scheme,  see  Imperial  Institute. 

London  Water  [Purchase]  BilL 

c.  2r.  June  1.  74. 

London  Watkb  Supply. 

Ejuvt  London  Water  Hill,  see  that  Title. 

London  and  North-Western  [New  Rail 
ways!  Bill. 

c.  cou.*,  June  2,  167. 

3r.»,  June  6.  430. 
1.  In.*.  June  8,  595. 

LONDONDKRRY,   MaRQUKSS   OF. 

Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill  [Secret  Com- 
mission.s],  2r.,  June  6,  419,  428. 

LoNc;,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  H.— President  of  Board  of 
Agriculture  [Liverpoool,  West  Derbv]. 
Buenos     Ayres    Cattle    Trade-—'*  Hindu- 
stxin  "  Losses,  June  13,  1067. 

"  Long  Spoon  "  Policy. 

0.  Mr.  Ixil«)uchere,  Jime  9,  867. 
Longford. 

Agiicultural  Gnint — Excluded  Charges. 
Qs.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;    As.  Mr.    G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  13,  1072 ;  June  15,  1196. 
Annul V  E.state — Purcha.se  of  Holdings. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Fairell ;  A.  Mr.  CI.  W.  Bal- 
four. June  13,  1076. 
County     Council     (collector — Case    of    W. 
Jones. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;   A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  13,  1071. 
Militia,  Removal  of  Headquarters  to  Mul- 
lingar. 

Q    Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  June  13,  1058. 
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Lough,  Mr.T.  [Islington,  W.]. 

Finance  Bill,  con.,  June  6,  458. 
Indian  Sugar  Duties— Tariff  Act,  1899,  June 
^  15,  1251. 
Killamey  Lakes — Sale  of  Muckross  Estate. 

June  19.  1501. 
London    Government    Bill,    con.,  June  6, 

481,  516. 
Prison   Officials,    Retirement  of,  June    19, 

1485. 

Lough  Rynx — Letter  Deliveiies,  Gom,plaint. 

Q.   Mr.   Tullv;    A.   Mr.   Hanbury,  June 
13,  1068.    " 

Loughborough  Corporation  Bill. 

c.  2r.*,    June  9,  756. 
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Lunacy  Bill. 

c.  1r.%  June  2,  171. 
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Loughborough  and 


Sheepshed    Railway 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 


Lowestoft  Promenade  Pier  Bill. 

c.  Rep.*,  June  9,  758. 

con.*,  June  14,  1089. 

3r.*,  June  19,  1475. 
1.  IR.*,  1454. 

Lowestoft  Water  and  Gas  Bill. 
1.  3r.*,  June6,  411. 
iR.*,  June  6,  625. 
c.  2r.»,  June  19,  1476. 

LowLES,  Mr.  J.  [Slioredilch,  HaggerstonJ. 

London  Governuient  Bill,  con.,  June  6, 
493,  504,  511 ;  June  8,  711,  713,  TA2. 

Pauper  Children — Cottage  Homo  S' stem, 
June  1.  250. 

LowTiiER,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  [Kent,  Tlwnet]. 

Agricultural  Land  Valuation — Finance  Bill, 

June  6,  456. 
Dundee     Gas,     Street   Improvements,   and 

Tramways  Bill,  2r.,  June  5,  294. 
Half-timers — Education     of    Childien   Bill, 

com.,  June  7,  542. 
Intoxicating  Liquors  [Sunday  Closing]  Bill, 

2r.,  June7,  545,  548. 
Peers'  Interferen<'e  at  Soutbixu't  Election — 

Breach  of  Privilege,  dune  5,  507,  311,  316. 
Plicenix   Pai'k  Murderer,   Release   of,   June 

5,  299. 
Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 

2r.,  June  7,  567,569. 

LowTiiKR,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  W.,  Chairman  uf  Com- 
mittees [Cumberland,  Penrith]. 

All  Saints*  Church  [Cardiff]  15111,  Standing 
Order  Complied  with,  June  8,  /.'21. 
Godalming  CorjXJiution   Water   Bill,   ccn., 

June  15,  1170. 
St.  Ncots  Water  Jiill,  2r.,  June  13,  1053. 

LuiJHOcK,  Rt.  Hu.v.  Sir  J.  [London  University.] 

Half-timers — Education    of    Children    Bill, 

com.  May  31,  40. 
New    (fuint'a,  Briti.>h    Papi^rs   relating    to, 

June  6,  440. 

Lunatic  Asylums. 


Imbecile  [Training  Institutions]  Bill. 

that  Title. 
Mullingar,  See  that  Title. 
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2r.,  June  12,  990. 
Lunacy  Office,  Vote  for,  June  1,  158. 
LvRGAX,  New  Post  Office. 


Mr.  Hanbury,  June 


A.  Mr.   Wyndham, 


Q.  Mr.  M'Ghee;  A. 
9,  774. 

Lynch,   E.-  Pension. 

Q.  Mr.   Hayden;     ; 
16,  1334. 

Macaleese,  Mr.  D.  [Monaghan,  N.] 

Belfast  Post  Office  StaflF — Vacancies,  June 
19.  1490. 

County  Councils,  Ireland  —  Election  Ex- 
penses, June  8,  656. 

Dundalk  Postmastersliip  Vacancy,  June 
19,  1490. 

Finegan  Eviction  Case,  June  15,  1190 ;  June 
19,  1497. 

Inniskeen  Rtiilway  Accident,  June  16,  1341. 

Mimaglian  Union  Medical  Officer,  June  16, 
1350. 

National  School  Teachers  [Ireland],  Classi- 
fication of  Salaries,  June  6,  438. 

Newbliss  Post  Office  Messenger,  Salary  of 
June  12,  904. 

Macartney,  Mr.  W.  E. — Secretary  to  the  Admi- 
ralty [Antrim,  S.]« 
Naw   Contracts- 


1480. 


1  tracts — New   Form,   June   19, 


Machinery. 

Rating  of  Machinery  Bill,  sje  that  Title. 
Macdona,  Mr.  J.  C.  [Southwark,  Rotherhithe]. 

China,  Affairs  of,  June  9,  840. 

MacIver,  Mr.  D.  [Liverpool,  Kirkdale]. 

Waima  Incident  —  Compensation  Claims, 
June  9.  872. 

Maclkan,  Mr.  J.  M.  [Cardiflf]. 

All  Saints'  Church  [Cardiff]  Bill,  Standing 
Order  complied  with,  June  8,  623. 

Bloemfontein  C'onference,  June  8,  639. 

Confectionery,  Indian  Trade,  June  6,  443. 

Indian  Sugar  Duties — Tariff  Act,  1899,  June 
15,  1222,  1234,  1304. 

Persia,  Russian  Railway  Constructicm — Ex- 
piration of  Agreement,  etc.,  June  8,  628. 

Persian  Gulf,  British  Interests — Railway 
Concessions  to  Germany,  Juno  8,  629. 

MacXeill,  Mr.  J.  G.  S.  [Donegal,  S.]. 

Anti-British  Propaganda  in  Cape  Colony, 

June  15,  1183;  June  16,  1338. 
Company  Promoters  Bill — ^Business  of  the 

House,  June  19,  1517,  1527. 
Donegal  Agricultural  Grant,  June  15,  1192. 
KilLamev  Lakes — Sale  of  Muckross  Estate, 

June  i9,  1502. 
Local     Government    [Ireland]     Finance  — 

Labour  and  Expense,  Increase  in,  under 

new  Rules,  June  15,  1191. 
Naturalisation  Ceititicates,   obtaining  from 

Secretiry  (»f  State.  June  15,  1185. 
Riingoon- -Outrage  on  Burmese  Woman  by 

British  Soldiers,  June  16,  1336. 
Soudan      Campaign  —  Grant      to      Lord 

Kitchener. 

Mahdi's     Body,    Tieatment     of,     etc., 
June  5,  401. 

Continued 
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Si'tii^y  ^'."^n*^*  H'ri»«r  of  ly^flfl  iDitUt- 
'lf^r.*v.t;iJ      My.-xiAht^    ^WiVi'kW:^,*.    I'oiiti- 

K';';i«r'.-i**i' »l     Jii  J^'<:-    Apff'#iliUli';lJt    of    .Sir 
A.   '::..;;<:       Ji/:*;  15.   11%. 
M'^\KiA'.,  Mil.  M.  .Oowri.  <.:. 

M.i/;-t;.it.r.i,.'Ii»r];ili'|i  iVj-i'lent,  PdV  of,  JuiW: 

'i.  767. 
M'  Ivni.  SfR  L.  ^K'JifiJ,<jr;<h.  W.j. 

Iii'liiii  .Su/ir  Out-*:.*    Tinff  Act,  1899,  Jurr. 

Nf'KfrssA.  .Mr.  K.  iMonmoulli,  N.J. 

r'of»if/!foli'ri    aii'I    An'lit.or   <^/i:ritr.il     Jle'.ir:- 

in-ritof  Mi.  .Mill-.  Jujk;  1.  B3, 
f^on^Jori  '#ovi;injn»jit  Bill,  con.,  June  6,  504. 
S«-rvj'<;  Fj;in':lii-f«;   iJill,   ;;oiii.,  Jun<;  7,  S39, 

Ml. 

M<  Lmui.  Mil.  J.  (Siiii'I^rUii'lJ. 

^^uauHrrV,     Mr.,     lfoiiif«       K'liKsiMoii     of 
ChiMm.,  JiUM-  16.  1442. 
M'(^i.\ioM,  Coi..  .1.  ;Aiitnni,  K.J. 

Iii'liiHtriaJ  S<;hool«<  Ar:t,  frffiari'l  -Si'liool 
An*  ii'liifiM;  (.'ofnniitti'cs,  |'ow<'rK  of,  June 
12.  Wl. 

M*Km»i.am».     \V.     Tyioiii^    ('oiinly    (JoiiiK-il — 

Hi«*-  ( '»iIl<rtof  A];)Miilit|||C|lt. 

(^     Mr.     H.'inpl.ill;      A.     Mi.     ().     W. 
hilfoiii,  ./iirw  19,  1496. 

MWinKK.  Mil.  H.  (I>oiiUi,  S.J. 

(■<'iil»;il  'IVl<-;(iai)lii<:  Staff  PetitioiiM,  Juut 
If).  llfJV. 

Ka-t  Cnilral  DiMtrid  PoNt  Oilire  Staff  Peti- 
tioiiM, .JiiiK-  12.  904. 

'JjiiMioii,  Fatal  A'cirlciit  to  iJock  l-Mil>ourcr, 
./iitM-  \),  769. 

Lnix;in.  Now  PoM  Oili<e,  June  9,  774. 

.M'Haij-,  /'.  Si;ijj\  AN. 

I)rl>at4'|l.j,  .June  12.880. 
M'lliiiii,  Mit.  I».  A.  (I^MlriiM,  \.|. 

Sli>;o  Liiml  Vai nation,  .June  12,  903. 

M*\.\i;(;iiT(iN,  A.     (IlaM;;ow  Bakery  Disputi-. 
<^.  Sir  ('.  CanHTon;  A.  Mr.  A.  <1.  Murr.iv, 
.luiK-  19.  1485. 
M  \n\(;  \.M('\|{  l^i  KSTiuN. 

S..  .Iiinn  9,  778. 
Mmuhson.  .VIh.  V.  [Sln-IIii'Id,  Bri;(lils<i(lrJ. 

Il-iir  tiiii.-iM     Kilnration     of    ('hildien    Bill. 

7)n..  .Imip  14.  1128.  1129. 
IN.si  (MlicT. 

Biiii'liii^'N.   ln^<allita^v   Conditinn,  .fuiic  1, 

112.         ^ 
l')ni|»!nyt'«'>*  (Irii'vaiKvs.  .June  1,  111. 
Sliiiiitiii)^  Fatalitv  on  (Uiathaiii  and  Dover 
Hiilway.  .Iunv*15.  1183. 
Madk  \s. 

Licpior  'I'rado     ()|H'ning  of  liiquor  Shops. 
(»>.   Mr.  S.  Smith;  A.  Lord  (1.  Hamilton, 
.hinr  12,  897. 
HiolM  lift  WITH  Shanars  and  MaravaiH. 
l»>.  Sir    M.    Blu>\vna>;^M-iH' ;    A.    liord    Ct. 
Hamilton,  dune  15,  1176. 


MaM<>TB.%CT.  lBELA3rD. 

Civan  CO,,  VacuKT. 
Q,  Mr.  J.   P.  Famrll:   A.    Mr.    'i.  W. 
Balforir.  June  16.  1359. 
l^eifident  Miizi«tFai««.  .S^u%»  of. 
Q».  Mr.  3£<:krtan«  Mr.  Dari::.  Mr.  W. 
JohiiJttoii;    K%.  Mr.    G.    W.    B&I:>:ir. 
June  9,  767. 

Maiidi's      Body,     Tbeatvevt     or.  —  Ciarjt 
a^a:D-t   I>jrd  Kitchener. 
Oh.  Karl  of  Klinberler,  June  6.  60C. 
Mor]ey'.«.  Mr..  Protest ;  Debate  on  L^nl 
Kitchener's  Grant,  June  5.  527. 

Maiiikv  Kor'K.s  Lir;HTnor.sE. 

Q.  Mr.  Allen ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie.  Jane  2. 180. 
Q.  Mr.   Field;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie.    Jane   13. 

1066. 

Mail  Skrvkk. 

American — Return. 

Q.  Sir  J.  Lenz;  A.  Mr.  Hanbunr.  June 

6.  437. 
I^t'f   Utter  Boxes.    Q.  Sir  W.   C.   Gull, 

June  1,  106. 

Mail  Tkai.v  Dklay^  in  Limkrick. 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbunr.  June  19. 

1491. 

.Malaga  a.m>  Dwtbict. 

Tnide  K*'iH>rt  preitented,  June  15,  1168. 
.Malta. 

Nobilitv— Ckiim  of  Mr.  G.  A.  Tcstaferrau. 
g.  ViH.  Sidinouth ;  A.  Karl  of  Selbome, 
June  15,  1169. 
Political  Condition— 'Despatch  Ordered  [Mr. 
M'lver],  June  8,  627. 

MANrrilKfiTKR. 

Owens  Colleire.  Manchester,  Bill,  see  that 

rule. 

Manchester  Ganonries  BilL 

1.  lu.*,  June  12,  888. 

Manchester  Corporation  [Qeneral  Powers] 

BilL 

1.  2ii.*,  June  8,  595. 
Manc  iiurian  Railway,  see  CSiina. 
•*  Mani).\t-Po.stk  "  8y«tem. 

Trial  of,  in  England,  suggested, 
g.  Mr.  Bill ;  A.  Mr.  Anstnither,  June  & 
659. 

Mai'Lk.  Sir  J.  B.  [Camberwell,  Dulwich.]. 
Service  FranchiMe  Bill,  June  19,  1511 ;  com. 

June  7,  540;   con.  June  14,  1138.  1147. 

1149. 
lV1o;n*ii|di  Service,  Charges,  etc.,  June  1, 

130.  131. 

Makui.v;k. 

Farnley  Tyas  Mairiages  Bill,  see  thai  Titk. 

Marriages  Validity  BilL 

1.  2r.,  June  6,  429. 
Marylkijonk  Police  Cotibt. 

Street  Obstruction,  Prosecutioii  of  Gumcs. 
Q.  Uen.  I^aurie;  A.  Bfr.  Gollings,  Jim 
15,  1184. 

Maryport  Harbour  BilL 

1.  Rep.  from  Select  Com.,  June  8,  581. 
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Mauritius. 

Suffar  Industry. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  H.  Holland ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, June  13,  1063. 

Mayo  County. 

Migration  of  Population — County  Council 
Kesolution. 
Q.  Dr.  Ambrose ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  6,  439. 

Meat  Inspection  at  Liverpool. 

Appointment  of  Unqualified  Inspector. 
Q.  Mr.    P.    O'Brien;    A.  Mr.    Chaplin, 
June  16,  1348. 

Medals. 

See  Army. 
Medical  Practitioners. 

Dispensers,  Unqualified,  Accidents  resulting 
from. 

Major 
12,  901. 

Meehan,  District  Inspector,  Conduct  of. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  FaiTcll ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  15,  1196. 

Meerut. 

Connaught  Rajigers — Sbwting  Case. 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, June  16,  1535. 
Mellor.  Col.  [Lancashire,  Radcliffe], 

Half-timers — Education  of  Children  Bill, 
Com.,  Mav  31,  20,  49,  51,  52;  3r.,  June 
14,  1133.  ' 

ME.VDL,  Mr.  S.  F.  [Plymouth]. 

Local  T»ans,  Repayment  of,  June  2,  231. 

Merchant  Seamen,  see  Seamen. 

Merch.\nt  Seamen's  Fund. 

Pensions,  Vote  for,  June  1,  157;   June  2, 

287. 
Winding-Up  Act,  Account  presented,  June 


y  moing-  u 
16,  1319, 


1332. 


Merchant  Shipping. 

Merchant  Seamen's  Fund,  s-ee  that  Title. 
Pinner* 8  Point,  Navigation  of. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Wilson;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
12,895. 
Progress,  Tables  showing  Progress  Ordered 

[Mr.  Ritchie],  June  13,  1057. 
Seamen,  see  that  Title. 


Docks     and 
[Finance]  Bill, 
c.  2r.*,  June  6,  431. 


Harbour     Board 


Mersey     Docks     and     Harbour     Board 
[Pilotage]  BilL 

c.  Rep.  from  Select  com.,  June  12,  891. 
2r.*,  June  19,  1476. 

Merthyr  Tydfil. 

Light  Railway  Order,  Copy  presented,  May 
dl,  5 ;  June  1,  69. 

Mesopotamia. 

Railway  Construction — British   Interests  in 
Peniian  Gulf. 

Q.   Mr.    Maclean;    A.   Mr.    Brodrick, 
June  8,  629. 

39 


.  Appointments. 
.  Bro<k'ick,  June  9, 


Messengers. 

Foreign  Service  Messen 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  : 
762. 

New  Bliss  Post  OflSce  Messenger,  Salary  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Macaloese;  A.  Mr.  Banbury,' June 
12,  904. 

Metropolis    Manai^ement    Acts   Amend- 
ment [Bye-laws]  BilL 
c.  2r.*,  May,  31,  63. 
Petition,  June  5,  296. 

Metropolitan  Common  Scheme  [Harrow 
Weald]  Provisional  Order  BUI. 
1.  2r.».  June  9,  752. 

Rep.*,  June  12,  879. 

?R.*,  June  13,  994. 

Metropolitan  Ga«  Companies. 

Accoimts,  Copy  presented,  June  1,  69,  78. 
Metropolitan  Police,   see  Police. 

Metropolitan    Police    Provisional    Order 

Bin; 

I.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 

Metropolitan    Sewers    and    Drains    Bill 
[Mr.  J.  Stewart,  etc.]. 

V.  1r.»,  May  31,  64. 
Metropolitan  Street  Obstruction. 

Marylebone    Police  Court,    Prosecution    of 
Carmen. 
Q.   General   Laurie ;    A. '  Mr.    CoUings, 
June  15,  1184. 

Metropolitan  Volunte>:r  Review. 

See  Volunteers. 
Metropolitan  Water  Companies. 

Return  ordered  [Mr.  T.  W.  Russell],  June 
9,  762. 

Metropolitan  Water  Companies  BilL 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 

Mid-Kent  Gas  Bill. 
c.  2r.*,  May  51,  2. 
Rep.*,  June  9,  758. 
con.*,  June  14,  1089. 
3r.*,  June  19,  1475. 

MiDDLEMORE,  Mr.  [Birmingham,  N.]. 

Half-timers —  Education   of   Children   Bill, 

com. ,  Mav  31,  20. 
Pauper  Children — ^Barrack  School  System, 
etc. ,  June  2,  254. 

Middlesbrough. 

Stockton  and  Middles^brough  Water  Bill,  see 
that  Title. 

Middlesex. 

Light  Railway  Order,  Copy  presented.  May 
51,  5 ;  June  1,  69. 

Midland  and  South   Western   Junction 
Railway  BilL 

1.  2r.*,  June  2,  161. 

Migration  of  Population  [Ireland]. 

Mayo  Co. — County  Council  Resolution. 
Q.  Dr.  Ambrose;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  6,  439. 


MU— Mou] 


{INDEX} 
May  31-^«n«  19. 


[Vol.  72. 


MiLiTAiiY,  see  Armv. 
Military  District,  Cork. 

St«»i-es  Contiacts,  Complaints, 
g.    Capt.   Doiu'lan;    A.   Mr.   J.   P.    Wil- 
liams, June  19,  1482. 

Military  Lands  Provisional  Order  Bill. 

V.  2r.*,  June  6,  432. 
Rep.*,  June  16.  1329. 
con.*,  June  19,  1477. 

Military  Work.^. 

Kxpeiuliaiiv  for  1699 — 1900  under  exij^ting 
Loans,  Kstimates  presented,  June  19, 
1466.  1479. 

Militia. 

(xueiustn-  Miliiia  - 1 u.subonli nation. 

«,>.N'.    Maj.    Hasch:    Mr.    K.   G.    Webster; 

A>.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wirjams,  June  19,  1481. 

J^on^'furl  HeaJquaiitrs.  Removal  to  MuUin- 

-ar. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.    Fi.riell;   A.  Mr.  W>ti<1- 

ham,  June  15.  1058. 

Millwall  Dock  Bill. 

c.  2u.*.  June  19.  1476. 
MiLNLR.    Sir    A.-  C'oiifeience    with    Pre.Nideut 
KvTi^'i.:-,    ste   Tran^v.ial.    UitlandeiV   Griev- 
ance <. 

Mills.  Mr.     (.'i»nipiroller  and  Auditor  General. 
Keliieiiivnt  of. 
<J.  Mr    Mt-Kenna  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
June  1,  85. 

Milton  Creek  Conservancy  BilL 

1.  2r.'.  June  8.  595. 

MiL\VARi».   Col.   V.  [Warwick,  Stratford-upon- 
Av..n]. 

Di:ui-Durii  Huilet— Issue  of  to  Tro<»ps  in 

Ind;  t .  June  5.  501. 
L(»cal  GMVtnjineut  Board,  Inquiries,  June 

2.  2S0. 
••M..<:  Fa\..iired  Nation"  Clause— United 
S:  itrs  Treat ieif,  June  9.  765. 
>[:Nri  vL  Rii.Hrs. 

Kv  itLiiKid  St. tie — Pro!*pectuso^. 
g.  Sir  A.  Scoble;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton. 
Ju::e  8,  645. 

Mines  ; Eight  Hours:  BilL 

P.:^-:-:-.  Mov  31.  4;   Julc  1.  7o ;  June  2. 
174;   June  5.  296;  .luue  6,  455;  June  7, 
526:  Jun-  9.  760,  891. 
M  N-..  Vm:v  im.  June  1.  15o. 


Monk,  Mb.  C.  J.  [Gloucester]. 

Post  Office,  Employees'  Grievances— Com- 
mittee of  Inquiiy  jM-opowd,  June  1,  114. 

MoNsoN,  Lord — Sat  first,  after  the  Death  of  hij 
Brother,  June  8,  693. 

Montagu,    Sib    S.    [Tower    Hamlets,    WlniK- 
chapel]. 
L<mdon  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  8. 
708. 

MONTKNEGRO. 

Withdrawal  from  International  Union. 
Treaty  presented,  June  9,  761 ;  June  12. 

880.     . 

Moon,  Mr.  K.  R.  P.  [St.  Pancrae.  N.]. 
China,  Affairs  of,  June  9.  842. 
Tx^ndon  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6.  460. 
461. 

Moure,  Mr.  A.  J.  [Londondeny]. 

Agricidture  and  Technical  Instruction  [Ire- 
land Bill] — ^Business  of  tEe  Hoose,  June 
19.  1522. 

MiJORE,  Mr.  W.  [Antrim.  N.]. 

Dublin   Corporation  Bill,  con..    June    13. 

1040. 
Tithe  Rent-Charge.  Ireland.  Redemption  uf. 
June  1.  84. 

M«»r<;an.  Mr.  J.  L.  [Cirmarthen,  W.]. 

Cannarthen  Charities— Delay  in  Publication 
of  Report.  June  19,  1487.  ' 

M()RL):y.  Karl  of  [Chairman  of  Committee^]. 

Death  Duties— Indefinite  Liability  for 
Estate  Duty^Endorsements  on  'Rtgii- 
tere<l  Titles,  June  13,  997. 

Electric  Lighting  Prorisknal  Order  Bills- 
Course  of  Procure,  June  9.  751. 

MoBLET,  Rt.  Hox.  J.  [Montro«e,  etc.]. 
Kitchener,  Lord,  Grant  to. 
Mahdi's  Body.  Treatment  of.  Jai»  5.  337. 
Method  of  I*rocedure,  June  2,  186. 

Mi>RBiS()N,  Mb. — Moy  Postmaster,   CanJidate 
for  Petty  Sessions  Clerkship. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  .Tohnston;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv. 
June  16.  1343. 


iiAX.   I'l.i..:.  Mr! 

^  Mr.  Ma  ^iVosv  : 

J-.-.  16.  135^1 


A.  Mr.  G.  W.  BaJour. 


M..ndA:-P..^ic** 

i  .ni  si.v-^tr  1. 

o.  o59. 


.'^;.  >:cin.  Trial  oi,  in  Eaj- 


Moss     Side     Urban     IKstriet     Ooondl 
[Tramwasrs]  BilL 

1.  5r.*.  June  2.  162. 
c.  1b.*.  June  5.  326.  • 

2r.'.  June  14,  1069. 

•  Mc^sT  Favoured  Nation  "•    Clause— Unit«d 
S*  itcs  Tro.it its. 
I  Q.  0»1.  Milward;  A.  Mr.  Bradri<^  Jbc 

'  9.  765. 

I 

MuioRs  IX  THE  Xavt.  Contboi.  of. 

g.   .Sir  F.    Flannciy;    A.   Mr.    G««cbea. 

June  8.  632. 


Money-Lending  Bill. 
1\:/.:  n.  June  5,  296. 

..   ■-■    i:  l:-'ur.  Jui^eS.  o59. 


A.  Mr.  .Vii>iri::her.  June    M-niTON-.  Mr.  J.  F.  [Comvall,  f  mirciUM] 

Pilvaie    Le;.:i:;litioQ    Proceduxe    [ScocUod] 
Hill,  o-m.;  June  19, 1535. 
M  in t VI N  Artillebt. 

t-»t*ice:f— Armament  Pay. 
V    V  i^T.  Prctyiiiin;  A.  Mr.  WnMkm. 
June  15,  11*. 


:  .\^    M. 
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Mountain  Artillery~coh^ 

Officers^  Right  of  Fall,  Re-eetablisbment. 
Q.  Mr.  Amold-Forster ;    A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
hajn,  June  16,  1333. 
Mou.vTjOY  Postal  Arrangements. 

Q.  Mr.  Doogan ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June  9, 
773. 

MoY  Postmaster — Candidate  for  Petty  Sessions 
Clerkship. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston ;   A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  16,  1343. 

MvcKROss  Estate,  Sale  op. 

Qs.  Mr.  Lough,  Mr.  MacNeill ;  As.  Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  June  19,  1501. 

MULLINGAR. 

Longford  Militia  Heiidquarters,  Removal  to 
Mullingar. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;    A.  Mr.   W\Tid- 
hani,  June  13,  1058. 
Lunatic  Asylum  Board. 
Building  Expenditure,  etc*. 

Q.   Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;   A.  Mr.  G.   W. 
Balfour,  June  19,  1499. 
Joint  Committee, 
g.   Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;   A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  13,  1076. 
Municipal  Corporations. 

Borough  Funds  Act — Petitions,  June  1,  3, 
70,  78;  June  2,  163,  173;   June  6,  414; 
June  7,  537  ;  June  9,  759  ;  June  13,  1055. 
Smethwick,  Charter  of  Incorporation  pre- 
sent<.>d,  June  14,  1091 ;  June  15,  1168. 
Municipal  Loans,  see  Loans. 
Municipal    Trading — Appomtment    of    Com- 
mittee. 

Q.  Mr.  Bartley;   A.   Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
June  8,  661. 

Murray,   Rt.    Hon.    A.    G.— Lord    Advocate 
[Buteffhire]. 

Aberdeen    Cemetery   Scandal,    June    19, 
^  1487. 
Education. 
Circulars.  June  8,  635. 
Finance,     Secondaiy    Education,     etc., 

June  16,  1419,  1443. 
Grant,  June  16,  1339. 
Or|)han  Homes. 

Education  of  Children,  June  12,  896. 
Non-Education  of  tTiikh*en,  June  16, 
1339,  1432. 
Pensions  to  Teachers,  June  9,  773. 
Gla.«!gow,    Bakery    Di.sj)ute--Case    of   A. 

M'Xaughton,  June  19,  1486. 
Private  I/egislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 

Expenses,  June  12,  909. 

Private  legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 

Bill,  com.,  June  12,  914,  919,  920,  922, 

923,  930,  931,  939,  940,  942,  945,  952, 

958,  959,  960.  963,  974,  978,  984 ;  June 

19.  1531,  1534.  1536,  1538,  1539,  1540. 

1542,  1543,  1549,  1550,  1551,  1554,  1562, 

1564.  1568,  1570,  1571,  1572,  1573,  1576, 

^  1578,  1583,  1585,  1586,  1589,  1591, 1593. 

Succession  [Scotland]  Bill,  2r.,   June  7, 

591. 
Universities— Xu ruber  of  Students,  June 
12,  896. 
Muscat  Lncident. 

Papers  Relating  to. 

Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke  :   A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
8,627. 
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Nanking. 

Rice,  Export  of,  prohibited. 
Q.  Mr.  Provand;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
13,  1066. 

Natal. 

Boers,  alleged  arming  by  Transrvaal  Govern- 
ment. 
Q.  Sir  A.  Hickman ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, June  13,  1061. 

National  Debt. 

Annuities,  Purchase  of. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Smith;   A.   Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  June  16,  1340. 
Office,  Vote  for,  June  1,  158. 
Sinking  Fund,  Account  presented,  June  2, 

169. 
Trustee  Savings  Banks,  see  that  Title. 

National  Portrait  Gallery. 

Repoi-t  presented,  June  7,  539  ;  Jime  8,  596. 

National  School  Teachers,  Ireland. 

Assistant  Teachers  and  the  Pension  Fund. 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin;   A.  Mr.  G.   W.  Balfour, 
June  19,  1494. 
Examinations. 
Q.  Mr.  Davitt;   A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  12.  902. 
Guardians.  Taichers  as  -Case  of  Mr.  Kenny, 
g.   Mr.   TuUy;    A.  Mr.  G.   W.   Balfour, 
June  5,  304. 
Salaries,  Classificatitm  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  6,  438. 
Ulster  and  Connaught. 
Q.   Mr.   Field;    A.   Mr.   G.   W.   Balfour, 
June  13,  1070. 

Naturalisation. 

British   Subjects — Tran5\'a»l  Oath  of  Alle- 
giance. 

Q.  Mr.  B.  R<iberts;   A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain. June  16,  1337. 
Certificates,   obtaining    from    Secretary    of 
State. 
Q.  Mr.  MacNeill;  A.  Mr.  J.  Ceilings, 
June  15,  1185. 

Navigation  of  Merchant  Vessels. 

Q.  :NL\  H.  Wilson;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
12,  895. 

Navy. 

First  Ix)rd— Rt.  Hon.  G.  J.  Cioschen. 
Secretary — Mr.  W.  E.  Macartney. 
Boilers,  Water-tube. 
Q.   Sir  J.   Fergusson ;   A.  Mr.   Goschen, 
June  8,  633. 
CV)ntnicts — New  Form. 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Robertson ;  A.  Mr.  Macartney, 
Jime  19,  1480. 
Kxtnoufh  Training  Ship,  .vee  that  Title. 
Motors,  Electric,  Control  of. 

Q.    Sir  F.   Flannery;    A,   Mr.   Goschen, 
June  8,  632. 
Records   of  not  sufficient  value   to  justify 
their    presen'ation.    Schedule    presented, 
June  1,  70. 
Reserve,  Number  of  Men,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  E.  Gourley ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  June 
6,435. 

\Coniiimed 
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Employment — 
A.  Mr.  Anstruther, 


Navy— con<. 

Retired  OflScers    and    Civil 
Return. 
Q.   Capt.  Norton 
June  8,  657. 
Squadron — Visit  to  China. 

Q.    Mr.   Hedderwick;   A.   Mr.    Goscheni 
June  9,  776. 
Netheravon  House. 

Non -occupation  of,  by  the  War  Office. 
Q.   Mr.    Goulding ;    A.   Mr.    Wyndham, 
June  6,  442. 

New  Guinea,  British. 


Papers  relating  to. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Lubbock  ; 
lain,  June  6,  440. 


A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 


New  Memher  Sworn. 

Pilkington,  Sir  G.,  June  1,  87. 

New  Writs. 

Edinburgh  : 

East  Division,  June  13,  1078. 

South  Division,  June  9,  762. 
Yorkshire,   W.  R.  [Osgoldcross],  June  19. 

1474. 

Newbiggin-uy-the-Sea  FlSHERIfyS. 

Destruction  of  Fishing  CJear,  etc.,  by  Traw- 
lers, Alleged. 
Q.  Mr.  Fenwick ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
8.  636. 

Newbliss  Post  Office — Messenger's  Salary. 

Q.  Mr.  Macaleese ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury.  June 
12,  904. 

Newcastle    West    Creamery,    Sewer    Com- 
plaint. 

Q.  Mr.  AusUn  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  15.  1193. 

Newfoundland  Fisheries  Repobt. 

Qs.  Sir  T.    G.    Cannichael,   Mr.  Bowles; 
As.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  June  16,  1338. 

Nice  and  District. 

Trade  Report  presented,  June  8,  596. 

Nkol,  Mr.  D.  N.  [Argj'll]. 

Lighthouse  Keepers'  Emoluments,  June  9, 
770. 


Niger. 

Annual  Report  [West  African 
Force]  presented,  June  1,  69; 
170. 

Norfolk  Estuaxy  Bill. 

c.  3r.*,  June  2,  167. 

North-Eastem  Railway  Bill. 
1.  R«p.V  June  2,  161. 

3r..  June  6,  411. 
c.  1r.*,  June  8,  625. 

2r.*,  June  19,  1476. 


Frontier 
June  2, 


North-Kastern 
of  Labour. 


Railway  Signalmen — Hours 


Q.  SiiF.  Flanncry; 
8,634. 


A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 


North-Eastem  and   Hull  and   Banutaj 
Railways  [Joint  Dock]  BilL 
1.  Rep.*,  June  2,  161. 

3r.  ,  June  6,  411. 
c.  iR.*,  June  8,  626. 

2r.*,  June  19, 1476. 

North    Pembrokeshire    and     Fiahgiiard 
Railway  BilL 
1.  2r.*.  June  8,  585. 

Rep.*,  June  12,  877. 

3r.*,  June  15,  1166. 

North  Sea  Fishermen. 

Return  presented,  June  14,  1091. 

North   Staffordshire  Railway  Bill. 

1.  Rep.  from  Select  com.,  June  19,  1454. 

North-West  London  Railway  BilL 

1.  Rep.*,  June  12,  878. 

Northern  Assnrance  Company  BilL 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 
Northern  Lighthouses,  Cokmissionebs  or. 
Increase  in  Clerical  Establishment— Order 
in  Council  presented,  June  6,  413.  434. 

Norton,  Capt.  C.  W.  [Newington.  West]. 
Army   and   Navy   Officers,    Retired — Civil 

Kmplo3rinent,  Return,  June  8,  667. 

Civil  Service — Pay  Deductions,  June  2, 177. 

I  London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6,  492. 

I  Metropolitan  PoKce,  Recruits,  etc..  June  8. 

640. 

Post  Office— Employees'  and  TblegrH»hitts* 

Grievances,  June  1,  104,  120. 
Service  Franchise  Bill,  con.,  June  14,  1142. 

1143. 
Reformaton-  Schools  Amendment  Bill,  2e.. 
June  8,  6l4. 

Norton',  Lord. 

Youthful  Offenders  Bill,  2b.,  June  19, 1463. 

NoTTi.\(i  Hill. 

Kensington  and  Notting  Hill  Electric  Light- 
ing Bill,  see  that  TiUe. 

Nottingham  Oorporatioii  BilL 

■    1.  com.*,  June  8,  593. 
Rep.*,  June  16,  1317. 
Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 

NussKY,  Mr.  T.  W.  [Pontefract]. 

Intoxicating  Liquors  [Sundaj  Closing]  Bin, 
2r.,  June?,  650. 

Oath  of  Allegiance. 

Transvaal  —  Naturafiaation  of  Britisli  Sub- 
jects. 
Q.  Mr.  B.  RoberU;  A.    Ifr.  J.  Chan- 
berlain,  June  16,  1337. 

O'Bries,  Mr.  p.  [Kilkenny]. 

Blind,  State  Aid  for,  June  12,  906;  Jue 

16,  1348. 
Castletown  Berebaven  Pier^  Rcmovnl  ef 

Kilt,  June  12,  906. 
Dublin  Poetmen's  '^^TUioeB,  Jidm  16, 134S. 
Ferrybank  Port  (  '  ~ 

June  16.  134' 
FisbTimlBoc- 

Bailirajs,! 
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O'Brien,  Mr.  V.—cont, 

Fishing  Prosecution  in  Ireland — Case  of  P. 

Coinerford,  June  16,  1358. 
Kildare   Street   Library,    handing  over   to 

new  dej)artment,  June  16,  1350. 
Limerick    Sorting    Clerks,     dismissal     of. 

June  12,  905. 
Meat  Inspection  at  Liverpool — Appointment 

of  Unqualified  Inspector,  June  16,  1348. 
(Ju^hterard  Union,   Fever  Outbreak,  June 

16,  1357. 
Post  Office,  Irish — Superior  Appointments, 

June  16.  1346. 
Science.  Royal  College  of,  Dublin — Build- 
ing Control,  etc.,  June  16,  1350. 
Sub-Post iMasters,  Scale   of  Payment,  June 

16,  1344. 

O'Connor,  Mr.  J.  [Wicklow,  West]. 

Loan     Fund     Board,     Ireland — Illegalities, 
June  9.  764. 

O'CoNOR.  Sir  N. — Pui-chase  of  the  Bagot  Estate, 
g.  Mr.   Hayden;    A.  Mr.  G.   W.   Balfour, 
June  15,  1188. 

O'DoNNELL,    DoMiMC'K — luuiatc    of   Belmullet 
Union. 

Q.  Mr.    Crillv;    A.  Mr.   G.   W.  Balfour, 
June  13,  1074. 

Oldham  Corporation  Bill. 

c.  2r.*,  May  31,  2. 

Oldham    Telegraphic    Messages — Delay    in 
Transit. 


{SESSION  1899} 
May  31 — Jum  19. 

Pacific  Islands. 


[CBr— Pea 


Q.  Mr.     Ascroft  ; 
June  8,  658. 


A.  Mr.     Anstruther, 


Oman — Muscat  Incident,  Papers  relating  to. 

Q.  Sir  C.   Dilke ;    A.  Mr.   Brodrick,  June 
8,  627. 

()mdur.man.  Ba'itle  of,  see  Soudan  Campaign. 

Ordnam  K  Factory,  Knfield — Divine  Service 
in      Government      Chapels   —   Ritualistic 
Practices. 

Qs.  Mr.  Clianning,  Mr.  C.   Williams ; 
As.  Mr.    Wyndham,  June  12,  898. 

Orphan  Homes. 

Infant  Orphan  Asylum  Bill,  see  that  Title. 
Scotland — Education  of  Children. 

Qs.  Sir    C.     Cameron;    As.  Mr.    A.    G. 
Murrav,  June  12,  896;  June  16,  1338. 
S.  June  "16,  1429,  1432,  1434,  1442. 
Kilmalcolm  School  Board,  S.,  June  16, 
1437. 

Osgoldcross,  New  Writ  for,  June  19,  1474. 

OroiiTERARD  UxViON— Fever  Outbreak. 

g.  Mr.   P.   O'Brien;    A.  Mr.  G.   W.   Bal- 
four, June  16,  1357. 

Owens  College,  Manchester,  Bill. 
1.  2r.*,  June  8,  595. 

R«p.*,  June  16,  1317. 
Report  presented,  June  8,  593. 

Pacific  Cable  Scheme. 
Q.  Mr.   Hogan;    A. 


June  13,  1063. 


Mr.    J.    Cliamberlain, 
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Tonga,  see  that  Title. 

Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68. 

Paisley  and  Barrhead  District  Railway 

c.  2r.*,  June  7,  537. 

Palmer,  Mr.  G.  W.  [Reading]. 

Reading  Public  Vaccinator — Remuneration, 
June  16,  1349. 

Paraguay  Trade  Report  presented,  June  1, 
68. 

P-\Ris  Exhibition. 

British  Works  of  Art,  Space  allotted  to. 
Q,  Mr.  Courtney ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
15,  1186. 

Parish  Churches  [Scotland]  BilL 
Petitions,  June  2,  174 ;  June  7,  538. 

Parish  Councillors  [Tenure  of  Office]  Bill. 
1.  3r.*,  June  2,  164. 

Commons  Amendts.*,  June  9,  754. 
c.  Lords  Amendte.*,  June  8,  663. 

Parish  Councils    Association    [Scotland] 
Bill. 

Petitions,  June  12,  891,  1090. 
"  Parliamentary  Debates." 

Delay  in  Publication — Statement  as  to  new 
Contract. 
Qs.  Sir     C.     Cameron,     Mr.     R.     G. 
Webster,    Mr.    Channing;    As.  Mr. 
Hanbury,  June  5,  303. 

Parliamentary  Deposits  Bill. 

Q.  Mr.    Tomliason;    A.  Sir   R.    Webster, 
June  5,  306. 

Parliamentary  Elections. 

By-Elections,  see  that  Title. 
Peers'  Interference,  see  Peers. 

Parliamentary  Franchise. 

Extension   to  Women — -Petition,    June    9, 

760. 
Poor    I/aw    Relief,    Disfranchisement,    see 

that  Title. 

Pasteur  Institute,  India. 

Government  Grant,  etc.,  proposed. 

Q.  Sir    W.    Weilderburn ;     A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  June  8,  643. 

Patriotic  Fund. 

Lewis.  Mrs..  Case  of. 

Q.  Mr.   Spicer;    A.   Mr.    G.   Wyndham. 
June  8,  632. 

Pauper  Children,  see  Poor  Law  Children. 

Peace  Conference. 

0.  Lord  Charles  Beresford,  June  9,  798. 
Armenians,   Distressed. 
Q.  Mr.    S.    Smith;    A.    Mr.    Brodrick, 
June  12,  894. 
Dum-Dum  Bullet,  Prohibition  Resolution. 
Q.    Mr.   Dillon;   A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 
June  5,  308. 


Pea-Pol] 
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Pease,  Mr.  J.  A.  [Northumberland,  Tjiiesidt;]. 
Ansahs    of    AsLanti — Comi>ensation,    etc., 

June  15,  1180. 
Slavery  in  Zanzibar,  June  9,  872. 

Pekks — Sat  First. 

Beaufort,    Duke   of.    after   the  death   of 

his  father,  ,Iune  13,  993. 
Exeter.  Marquess  of,   after  the  death  of 

his  father,  June  2,  161. 
Monson,    Lord,    after  the  death   of  his 

brother,  June  8,  593. 

Peers'  Interkerexce  at  Elections. 

Southport    Election— Duke    of  Devonshire, 
etc. 

Q.    Mr.    J.    Lowther;    A.   Mr.   A.   J. 

Balft)ur,  June  5,  307. 
Motion  [Mr.  J.  Ix)\vther]  June  5,  311. 
Pekin  and  Manchurian  Kailway,  see  China. 

Pembroke  Dock— Delay  in  Delivery  of  Letters. 

O.  Gen.  Laurie,  June  1,  125. 
Pensions. 


pre- 


Annv.     SiHJcial     Pensions,     Returns 
sen  ted,  June  13,  1056,  1167. 

London,    l^righton   and   South   Coast   Rail- 
way [Pensions]  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Scottish  School  Teachers. 

Q.  Mr.  Buchanan ;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray. 
June  9,  773. 

Percy,   Earl  [Kensington,  South]. 

China.     AflFairs     of — Britis^li     GK)vernnient 

l*olicy,  etc.,  June  9,  847. 
London    Government    Bill.    3r. — Qualilica- 

tion  of  Women,  June  13,  1082. 
Waima     Incident — Compensation     Claims, 

June  9,  845. 

Pkunamuuco  and  District. 

Trade  Report  presented,  June  15,  1168. 

Persia. 

Russian  Railway  Construction — Expiration 
of  A^^eement,  etc. 
Q.    Mr.    Maclean ;    A.    Mr.    Brodrick. 
.iune  8,  628. 
Trade  ReiH)rt  presented,  June  19,  1456. 

Persian  CtULF. 

British    Interests— Railway    Concessions    to 
German  Capitalists. 

g.    Mr.    Maclean;    A.    Mi'.    Brodrick, 
June  8,  629. 

Perth  Water,  Police,  and  Gas  Bill. 

1.  Royal  Asseut,  June  6,  409. 

Petitions. 

Committee.  Report  i)rcsentt-d,  May  31,  64; 

June  7,  592. 
For  8ubjecls  and  Bills  Petitioned,  ste  their 

Titles. 

Pktrolkum — lA»gislation. 

Q.  Mr.  'lullv ;  A.  Sir  M.  \V 
9,  770. 


Ridley,  June 


Petty  Sessions  Clkrksiiip  of  Moy. 
Candidature  of  Postmaster. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston  :  A.  Mr.   llanburv. 
June  16,  1343. 

4i 


Pu(ENix  Park  Mvrdebeb,  Belkase. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Lowther;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  5,  299. 

PiCC-U)1LLY   CtRCXJS. 

Brompton   and  PicdadiUy   Circus    Railway 
Bill,  see  that  Title. 
PicKERSGiLL,     Mb.    E.    H.    [Bethiial    Oreen, 

S.W.]. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6. 

462,  464,  479,  501,  510 ;  June  8.  721. 

729,  730. 
Vaccination — ^Distribution  of;  Literature 

of  Jenner  Society,  June  2,  191. 
Vaccination  Officers  and  the  Guardian?. 

Relations  between,  June  2,  188. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Orders  [No. 

l]BiU. 

c.  Rep.*,  June  9,  757. 

ccm.*,  June  12,  890. 

3r.*,  June  13,  1054. 

1.  iR.*,  June  15,  1167. 

Pier  and  Harbour  Provisional  Order  [No. 
2]BiU. 

c.  2r.*,  June  2.  168. 

PiKRPOiNT,  Mr.  R.  [Warrington]. 

t'yprus.  Grant  in  Aid,  June  19,  1502. 
Turkish  I^un  1885,  June  13,  1065. 

PiLKiN'GTOX.  CV)L.  [Lancashire.  Xewton]. 

Half-timers — Education    of    Children  Bill, 
com.,  May  31,  12,22,  55. 

Pilotage. 

Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  [Pilot- 
age]' Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Pilotage  Provisional  Order  BilL 
1.  ctim.*,  June  1,  66. 
Rep.*,  June  5,  290. 
3r.*,  June  6,  413. 

;  "Pinxkr's  Point,"  as.,  Navigatiox  ok. 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Wilson;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 

j  12,  895. 

I  PiRiK,  Mr.  D.  V.  [Aberdeen,  N.]. 

'  Khartowii   Prisoners,  releaae  of,   June  2, 

I  178. 

!  Kitchener,   Ixml,  Grant  to — TVeatnient  of 

I  the  Mahdi'a  Body,  etc.,  June  5,  377. 

I  Soudanese  Ti*oops,  Fever  among     June  2, 

179. 

Plumbers*  Registbatign'. 
Le)<islation. 
Motion  [Mr.  Knowles],  June  13,  1087. 

!  P(»Li('K  [Ireland]. 

I  Constabulary,  Royal  Irish,  see  that  Title, 

j  Dublin        Metroix>Iitan       PoUce — Summer 

(Nothing. 
Q.  Mr.  Oilly :  A.  Mr.  O.  W.  Balfour 
June  13,  1074. 
Police,  Mi-rrRoroLXTAN. 

Metrr)poIitan     Police     Proviiioiial     Older 

Rill,  i^e  that  Title. 
Recruits,  etc. 

(>.  Capt.  Xortt.n:  A.  Sir  M.  W,  RHier. 

June  8,  640. 
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Partsoumth  Corpcnratioii  Bill. 

I.  cum.*,  June  2,  161. 


Q.     Mr.    J.    Lowtlwr:     A.    Mr.  G 
Ri'foiir.  June  5.  299. 


vv. 
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Carr-OTTOii  Count j — Countv  Coun.il  Onler 
presrr.reil.  Jun^  1.   70,  79. 

Poije  I-vw  .Vmkndmknt  i;S^«»rLANL>]  A«.T.  1845. 
P^tlr.i.  n  t'.T  ilreriri'^a  of  Liw.  J!;n*  15.  I1T5 

P.)'itt  L-\.w  Children. 

Birrwk  Schi-^ol  Svstem.   etc..   S  .  June  2. 

231.  259.  250.  251.  2M.  258. 
B-  ;ir'iin,;-^>ut  ?fvsC4»rii.  ^*..  June  2.  235.  237. 

239,  240.  250 ."■254. 
Bl'^.-k  >y<Km.  S..  June  1.  259.  262. 
< '«..:: j^  Hi»me  Sv-iteni.  S..  June  2,  250.  253. 

259. 
K'iu.ati«'n  Ji  Pvr  I^ivr  S.'h<«oU.  S..  June  2. 
242.  244.  254. 
«;..n'ri*l  under  Ktlucarion    DejKirtmeiit. 
s  .  Jun^  2.  243,  246.  249.  257. 
V.    Mr.    Stuart:    A.    Mr.    T.    W. 
Ru;*se'I.  Jlti-  1.  82. 
Kmii^it:.-»n  t.-  Ciniiu  S..  Jun-e  2.  237.  246. 

264. 
<>:j>hari  Homes,  -ee  th,it  Title. 
Siirr.^n  ^.'ii'i  I  rh.il.lr-r..   Be^^nj  i^n  Perliv 
Uiy.  -<  .  .1'.::.^  2.  247.  256. 

Ir-i-Iiii'l  — Ni'.i.ntl  "*J'.:i--^»l  T'^a.;i"'-r'«  i' 
Ouii  ii-tii—  «.;--.  t  yir.  Keniu. 

V    y."    T:  II'  :   A.  Mr.   i\.  V\ .  Ku-. n. 
J:;ii.:  5.    m}4. 

Poor  Lavt  Mf.dI'  il  JtcM.  ^:p  -M.>.  ijan 

</  Mr.  M1..1K-.  :  .A  Mr.  i;.  \V  Utlt w 
J.;nv  16.   1:50. 

Poor  Law  Officers'  Snperannnation  .Soot 
land]  Bill 

Petition^.    Jane  2,    174 :    June   7,   53o ; 
Jur.e  12.  drn. 

Poor  Law  Rrr.rvF     iJ.>:rju:li:''«.m»'n«". 

Pftir.i«»ni>  :••:  ■'.[•.ev-xvi^.u.  «^t  I.;iu-.  Juno  5. 
297;  .f!;:>  6.  ^-3.5:  J-int-  3.  625;  June  12. 
891 :  J.ino  16.  1532. 

Poor  Law  .S'  rrAr.r.s. 

K' I uc.it ion  i:..  ^*:k  P«x*r  I>iw  Chii«lren. 

I'ooR  Law  ^S  otl  vmi]  A'  t-^. 

Petition  f'>r  Alter:; ion  of  Liw.  June  12. 
892. 

Poor  Uktv.,  Iff.!,  wd. 

X»-«r  <"-•-:::.  f,ir.  !!'';r!  in. I  T-nnnt  A^in****^- 
riif-n*. 

Q.   Mr.  T    \  ;    .\     Mr.  T;.   \V.  BTfou:. 

J'  '.^r  0. 7o;j. 

Port  Talbot  Bailway  J»nd  Docks  Bill. 
c.  2v.\  J......  6,  V,I. 

Portrait  OiLrppy.  V»rr''»v\r. 
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P.Kvr  Cards. 
Ctwc  ot 
Q.  Mr.   FljLvin :    A.  Mr.  Hmbury,  June 
16,  1543. 
Thin  P>frt  Ca-ris  for  ConmicTcial  Purpo^se*. 
Q.    Sir    R.    Han-Sfm:    A.   Mr.   Hinbury. 
June  12.  904. 

Piwr  ObKiCE. 

P'.)t»tniA5ter-GenerAl — Duke  otf  Norfolk. 
.Vii»eric:in  Mail  Service — Return. 

'^.  S  r  J.  Len^:;  A.  Mr.  Hjuburv,  June  6. 
437. 

Biiiiin^s,  IttsanitiUy  Couditiou  \}i. 

t ».  Mr.  M^ddison.  June  1,  112. 
'.  "Itphini  Sorting  Otfr.e  Vaamcies. 

*^.  Mr.  Steadm^m :  A.  Mr.  Hanburv,  Jun«r 
1.81. 

D'^r^etsliire  DeliveriiC;*. 
'v^.   i.*<  L   Weibv ;    A.   Mr.  Hjiubiirv,  June 
5,  302- 
Kast  I'eutrul  District  Staif.  Petit ion. 
V>.   Mr.  MVthee  ;   A.   Mr.  Hiuburv,  June 
12.  904. 
Knn>l.>yte>*  Urievanoes,  S.,  June  1.  99. 
< '.  niniitt.e  *»r  lu'iuiiv  {>ro|)os<^i.l.  .^..   June 
1.  1-}S,  112.  114.  115. 
M-h  \>i!e.sti.'U"5. 
P.»liydi!tf. 
^>    Mr.  F'.jvin;  \.  Mr    Hanburv,  June 

B.r.Ivniib'n  P'kstal  Arrangements. 
t^Mr.  ILivden:  .L  Mr   Hanhurv.  June 
19.  149i: 
BiwiiU>\  l*.istrniu. 
yy  Mr'  .1.  IV  Fatvll:  A.  Mr.  Hanburv, 
.»in>  I?.  lObo. 
r.*'lvi<  Sr.irf. 
^y    Mr.    SvLiwunn;     .\,   Mr.     Hanburv. 

..iM.ne  13.  1069. 
(^>.    Mr.    Micaleeso;    A.    Mr.   Hanburv. 
.lii::e  19.  1490. 
\\\h''\\     iiaieral     Po.<     OrtivV,     Officials* 

(;ivY.(»'.v>'.  .^..  ..I line  2,  284. 
Ki'ui-'-vl'-.ij      Po.st     i>rtT^t^         Plms     and 
'IVn-.lf  tv 

^»     M:.    .lortl:i!>:    A     Mr.     Haubuiv, 
■?'-::•-.•   19.   1492. 
F'.u^.ni  ^ir-div  Mills. 
^J.   Mt.  UlIIui:   .\.  Mr.  HanUirv.  June 
19.   14o8. 
Koriy .  NiT.b.  Letter  Deliveries. 

<,V*M:    F.av::. :  .V.  Mr.  Hanburv,  June 
19.  1-J^^. 
kai.-:lH>rrrj;h  Po^Jt.il  Ar.aKjcenunt.^.  Com- 
plaint. 

g.    >[v.    Havd.,»n:    A.   Mr.   Hanb.irv. 
June  19.  1493. 
Limorivk  M.iil  lYain  Del.iv^. 

•  ^  Mr.  F'.ivin:  A.  Mr.'lLmbiirv.  June 
19.  1491. 
LinitHt^k  S<ntin»:  Clerk-J.  vli!qn:s.sal  of. 
(I  Mr.  P.  (^'Hiion:   A.   Mr.   Hanburv. 
June  12.  905. 
L'tUkfli  Rvnn  Letter  De.ivevies,  C\«inplaint. 
Q.  Mr.  Tully;  A.  Mr.  Hanbun%  June 
,  13,  1068. 
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]*0ST  Office— <*on^ 

Lurgan  New  Post  Office. 
Q.  Mr.  M'Ghee ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbuiy,  June 
9,  774. 
Mountj(»y  Evening  Collection. 
Q.  Mr.  Doogan ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June 
9,  773. 
Newbliss  Messenger,  Salary  of, 

Q.   Mr.   Macaleese;   A.   Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  12,  904. 
Postmen  and  Postmasters, see  those  Titles. 
Superior  Appointments. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  16,  1345. 
Mail  Service,  see  that  Title. 
**  Mandat-Poste "  System,  Trial  of,  in  Eng- 
land, suggested. 

Q.  Mr.  Bill ;  A.  Mr.  Anstruther,  June 
8.  659. 
Military  and  Naval  Men,  Employment  of, 

S.,  June  1,  127. 
Post  Cards,  Postmen,  etc.,  see  those  Titles. 
Salaries  of  Clerics. 
Q.  Mr.  Yoxall ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  June  6. 
437. 
Telegnii)hists,  see  that  Title. 
Vote  for,  June  1,  99 ;  June  2,  284. 

Post  Offick  Packet  Skrvick. 

Vote  for,  June  1,  130;  June  2,  286. 

Postage. 

Circulars,  Cost  of  Postage  in  Bandon   and 
Clone. 

Q.   Mr.   E.   Barrv ;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv, 
June  16,  1342' 

POSTMASTFJRS. 

Dundalk  Vacancy. 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury.  June 
19,  1490. 
Ferrvbank  Postmastership. 

Q.*  Mr.    P.   O'Brien;   A.  Mr.    Hanbury, 
June  16,  1344. 
Mov  Po.<rt  master — Candidate  ft»r  Petty  Ses- 
sions Clerkship. 
Q.  Mr.  W.  John.<»ton;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  16,  1343. 
Sub-postmasters. 
Rural  Postmen  assisting. 

Q.   Mr.   Steadman ;    A.  Mr.   Haubuiy, 
June  15,  1187. 
Scale  of  Pa^Tnent. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;   A.  Mr.  Hanbur>', 
June  16.  1344. 

Postmen. 

Christmas  Boxes. 

().  Mr.  Steadman,  June  1,  102. 
Irish  Questions. 
Bawnboy. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv, 
June  13,  1068. 
Dublin  Postmen's  Grievances. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;   A.  Mr.  Hanbur>', 
June  16,  1345. 
Pay,  Higher  Grade  Test. 
0.  Mr.  Giles ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbun',  June  9, 
774. 
Rural  Postmen  assisting  in  Sub-postmaster's 
Office. 
Q.   Mr.   Steadman;    A.   Mr.   Hanbu«'V, 
June  15.  1187. 
Strikes. 

O.  Mr.  Steadman,  June  1,  102. 
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Postmen— ron^ 
Strikes. 

0.  Mr.  Steadman  June  1,  101. 
Superannuations. 
Clay,  A.  E.,  Retiring  Allowanoe,  Treaeurr 

Minute  presented,  June  19,  1479. 
Muspratt,  J.,  Appointment  without  Certi- 
ficate—Treasury     Minute       presented. 
June  7,  639 ;  June  8.  597. 
Wages,  Scale  of. 

0.  Sir  W.  C.  Gull,  June  1,  106. 

Powell,  Sir  F.  S.  [Wigan]. 

Hall- timers — Education    of    Children  Bi'.l, 

com.,  Mav  31,  11,  12,  27;  3r.,  June  14, 

1106. 
I^ans,  Municipal,  Repavment  of,  June  2. 

225. 
Tx>Ddon  GovernmeDt  Bill,  con. ,  June  6.  505. 
Private    Legislation    Procedure    [Scotlmd] 

Bill,  com.,  June  19,  1541. 

Pkksbyterian  SERvrrEs,  Acoommodation  for 
Troops  in. 

Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick;  A.  liord  O.  Hamil- 
ton, June  9,  772. 

Prktyman,  Capt.  [Sufifolk,  Woodbridge]. 
Business  of  the  House,  June  2,  187. 
Half-timers — ^Education    of    Children  Bill. 

com..  May  31,  29.  39,  40,  47. 
Mountain    Artillery    Officers  —  Armament 

Pay.  June  15,  1176, 

Prevention    of   Comiption    Bill. 

1.  2r.,  June6,  414. 
Rep.*,  June  8,  617. 

Primogeniture,  Law  ok. 

Succession  [Scotland]  Bill,  see  that  Title. 
Prisons. 

Militarj' — Inspect or-Gkneral'H  Report. 
Q.  Dr.  Farquhanwn ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhaui, 
June  8,  640. 
Officials. 
Appointments,  Age  Limit,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Graham ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridlev, 
June  9,  769. 
Retirement  of. 
Q.  Mr.  I^ugh;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridlev, 
June  19, 1486. 

Privatk  Bills  [Group  B], 

Jaffray,    W.,    Attendance    on    Conmiittee 
Ordered,  June  14,  1089. 

Private  Legislation  Prockdvbk  [Scotlaxi*]. 
Expenses,  R.  in  Com.  [Sir  W.  W|droiid]. 
June  12.  908 ;  Amendt.  [Mr.  T.  Shaw],  909: 
Report,  June  15,  1316. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [SeotUadl 

Bill. 

c.  com.,  June  12,  910;  June  19,  1531. 
Petitions,  June  1,  78;    Jane    2,    174; 

June  6,  433;  June  7,  638;    June  9. 

760,   892;    June  14,  1090;    Jane  16, 

1332 ;  June  19,  147a 

Privileges  of  the  Hoitse,  Bsxacr  of. 

Peers'  Interference  in  Sonthport  ESeotioa— 
Duke  of  DeTOPiiks-^,  efo. 
Q  '  *  -  A.  Ifr.  A.  J.  Bil- 

[Mr.  J. 
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Promissory  Notes. 

Finance  Bill,  Amendt.  [Mr.  Caldwell].  June 
8,732. 

Prosecution  of  Offences  Act,  1879,  and  1884. 
Return  Ordered  [Mr.  Collings],  June  2,  ?71. 
Provand,  Mr.  A.  D.  [Glasgow,  Blackfriar?]. 

China.  Affairs  of,  June  1,  82  ;  June  9.  853. 
Rice  Exports  from  Nanking,  Prohibition  of, 
June  13,  1065. 

Provisioxial  Orders  Bills. 

Procedure — Insertion  of  Names. 

Q.   Mr.    Lloyd-George;    A.    Mr.   RusseK, 
June  2,  175. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendmexit  Bill, 
c.  Select  Com.,  Nomination,  May  31,  63. 
Petitions,  May  31,  4;  June  1.  78;  June  9, 
760,  1056. 

PlTBLlC  InCOMK  and  EXPENDITURE. 

See  Revenue  and  Expenditure  of  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Public  Libraries.  >*ee  Libraries. 

Public  Libraries  [Scotland]  Acts  Amend- 
ment BilL 
1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 
Petition,  June  2,  174. 

Public  Petitions,  .see  Petitions. 

Public   Rf/x>rds.   see  Records. 

Public  Works.  Loans  for,  S.,  .June  2,  219, 
223,  225.  226,  227,  231. 

Public  Works  Loan  Board. 

Report  presented,  June  9,  761.  880. 
Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners. 

Vote  for,  June  1,  168. 

Public  Works  and  Buildings. 
Vote  for.  June  1,  159. 

Public  Worship    Regulation    and    C*hurch 

Dl.SnpLINK. 

Return  presented,  June  7.  539. 

PrsvAUB  War  Medals. 

Dinribution  U>  Bengal  .Staff  Corps. 
Q-  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene;  A.  Mr.  Wmdham. 

June  1.  ni. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene;  A.  T>Hd  G.  Hamil 

ton.  June  6.  443. 

i^v.KKTKR  Sessions. 

Town  Conunijnooer*.  Ireland.  r.liaLnaaa  of 
— Solicitor   loiping    right    to    pra'-tic*    at 
Quarter  .Seanoiui. 
Q.  Mr.  M.  H«ilr;  A.  Mr    G    W    Bal- 
four, Jtine  16.  Vjf/). 

Qrwxs's  Bnrrv DAT. 

Soathns  CMbmkmM-^:znctnmz  Pan4e. 
Q.  Mr.  B^ywioi;  A.  Mr.  WTurOiaiii.  Joii« 
2,180. 


Queen's  Ferry  Bridge  Bill. 
c.  3r.*,  June  1.  73. 
1.  commons  amendts.,  June  2,  162. 
Royal  Assent,  June  6,  410. 

Queen's  Island  Riots,  see  Belfast. 

Queen-sland. 

Colonial  Probates  Act,  Order    in    Council 
presented,  June  6,  414,  434. 

guiLTER.  Sir  C.  [Suffolk,  Sudbury]. 

Beer  Materials  Committee — Substitutes  for 
Hops,  etc..  June  15,  1183. 

Railway  Accidents. 

Desborough   Level    Crossinff    Fatality,  In- 
quest^Joard   of   Trade   Representative. 
Q.  Mr.    Channing;     A.  Mr.     Ritchie, 
June  2,  181. 
Fatal  Accidents,  Number  of. 
Q.  Mr.  Channing;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
2,  178. 
Inniskeen. 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
16,  1341. 
Shunting  Fatality  on  Chatham  and  Dover 
Railway. 
Q.  Bir.     Maddison ;     A.  Mr.     Ritchie. 
June  15,  1183. 

Railway  and  (Unal  Traffic  Act. 

Board  of  Trade  Report,  June  6,  413,  434. 

Railways  : 

Applications    under    Railway    (companies' 
Powers  Act,  Report  presented,  June  14. 
1091;  June  16,  1168. 
Bills  rekiting  to.  see  their  Titles. 
(Continuous  Brakes,  Return  presented,  June 

19,  1456.  1479. 
Dimegal.  Railway  Communication — County 
Council  R?solution. 
Q.  Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour.  June  19,  1486 
Fish  Traffic— English  and  Irish  Railwavff. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.'Bal- 
four.  June  16,  1368. 
Foreign  Railwavs,  see  their  Titles,  such  as 

Becfauanaluuf,  etc. 
light  Railwavs,  see  tliat  Title. 
Signalmen,  ^orth-F>uitem  Railway — Hours 
of  Labour. 
Q.  Sir  F.  Fkuuierv;   A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
June  8,  634. 
W^orkmen's  Trains,  see  that  Title. 

RANrjooN,    Outrage    on    Burmese    Woman    hy 
British  Sfikiiers,  see  India. 

Rast  H.  Major  F.  C.  fKssex.  «.K.]. 

Aldersbot — Strength    (A    the     Troops    on 

Queen's  Birthday  Parade,  June  12.  899. 

Dispensers,  Un<|iulifted,  in   D'x.'tors'  Hut- 

j/^ies — Accidents  resulting  fnmi  mistakes* 

.Ju 


-Insubordination.    June 


June  12,  901. 
Guernsey'     Militia- 

19.  1481. 
Half •  timers— Kducatton    of   Children    Bill. 

com..  May  31.  34.  41 ;  5m..  Jqim  14. 1114. 
Stf/odao  (JampaigD— Thanks  Ut  the  Vt/rtytn, 

Auw.  8.  685. 


RjUiflf  of  Maddaenr  »]L 
PetitirjB,  Joae  7,  SS%. 


[CimHwMed 
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Heading. 

Public  Vaccinator — Remuneration  Scale. 
Q.  Mr.   Palmer;    A.  Mr.   Chaplin,  June 
16,  1349. 

Rkckitt,  Mr,  H.  J.  [Lincolnshire,  Brigg]. 

lousiness  of  the  House — Precedence  of 
CTOvemnient  Business,  June  19,  1513, 
1526. 

Rkcori)  Offick,  Vote  for,  June  1,  158. 

Rkcords,  PrnLic. 

Records  of  not  sufficient  value  to  justify 
their   preservation — Schedules  presented. 
Admiralty  Department,  June  1,  70. 
Court  of  Exche{iuer,  June  12,  761,  880. 
Treasury,  June  19,  1466,  1480. 

Rkcruits,  Bread  Rations. 

(^  Mr.  Hayden;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  June 
16,  1334. 

Bedditch  Gas  Bill. 

1.  2r.*,  June  8,  595. 

Rkdmoxi),  Mr.  J.  K.  [Watcrford]. 

Dublin    Corporation    Bill,   con.,  June   13, 

1006.  1013. 
Irish     Kstiniates-  -Business    of    the   House. 
June  2,  187. 

llKDMONi).  Mr.  W.  H.  K.  [Clare,  K.]. 

Dulilin  Corporation  Bill,  con.,  June  13. 
1038. 

Rkformatories. 

Inebiiate  Rofrninatories,  see  that  Title. 


Reilly,  Rev. 
Sale. 
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E.   S.,   Estate    of,    Delay    in 


Bcfonuatory  Schools  Amendment  Bill. 

1.  lu.*,  June  5.  291. 
2h,  June  8,  612. 
com.,  June  12,888. 

Rkkormatory  and  Industrial  iS<':hools. 
Ireliind. 

Destitute      Children,      Committal     of— 
Circular. 

g.   (.■apt.  Donelan;   A.   Mr.   G.   W. 
Balfour,  June  8,  648. 
Schi)(»l  Attendance  Committees'  Powers. 
Q.   Col.   M'Calmimt;   A.    Mr.    G.    W. 
Balfour.  June  12,  901. 
Teachers'     Superannuation — Extension     to 

^la.sters  tuid  Mat nms  proposed. 
Q.  Mr.  Bill ;  A.  8ir  M.  W.  Ridley,  June  12, 
901. 

Rkgisthar-Genkral  of  BiRTn.s. 
Vote  for.  June  1,  159. 


Registration  of  Electors  [England  i  Bill. 

c.  1r*.  June  13.  105'j. 

Begistration  of  Firms  BilL 

Petition,  June  6,  433. 
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Q.  Mr.  S.  Young ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  15,  1195. 

Rkligious  Ministration  in  Workhouses. 
S.,  June  2,  267,  273,  274,  278. 

Renshaw,  Mr.  C.  B.  [Renfrew,  W.]. 

Private    Legislation    Procedure   [Sct>tland] 

Bill,  com.,  June  12,  932;  June  19,  1541, 

1552,  1590. 
Quarrier'a  Homes,  Education  of  Children, 

Kilmalcolm  School  Board,  etc.,  June  16, 

1437. 
Secondary  Education,   Scotland,   June   16. 

1382. 

R>:sEBVE,  Naval,  Number  of  Men,  etc. 

Q.  Sir  E.  Gourley;  A.  Mr.  G.  J.  Goschen, 
June  6,  435. 

RETiR>n)    AND    Discharged    Soldiers,     see 

Soldiers. 

Revknuk  and  Expenditure  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  Return  Ordered  [Sir  H.  Fowler]. 
June  16,   1333. 

RnoDKs,  Mr.,  and  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain. 

Q.  Mr.  B.  Roberts;   A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  15,  1182. 

Bhondda  Urban  District  Council  Bill. 

1.  Rep.    from  Select  Com.,  June  13,  993. 
3r.*,  June  19,  1454. 

Rice — Exports  from  Nanking  probibifed. 

Q.  Mr.  Provand ;   A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 

15,  1065. 

Rirn  VRDS,  Mr.  H.  C.  [Fmabuiy,  E.]. 

IVivate    TiCgislation    Procedure   [Scotland] 

Bill,  C4>ni.,  June  12,  975. 
Wine  and  Iteerhouse  Acts  Amcmlment  Bill, 

2r,  June  7,  682. 

i   RirKMANSWORTH. 

Uxbridgc  and  RickmanAworth  Railway  Bill, 
see  that  Title. 

RiuLF.Y,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.    W.-^ecretoiy  of 

State  for  Home  Department  [Lancaahiiv. 
Blackpool]. 

I^thnal  Green  New  Booni  Sciiools— Re- 
moved of  Working  Class  DweUinizs* 
June  12,  900. 

Blind  State  aid  for,  June  12,  906. 

Giirston,  Fatal  Accident  to  Dock 
lial>ourer,  June  9,  770. 

Jam  Factories,  Labour  in,  June  6,  296. 

Petroleum  Bill,  June  9,  770. 

Police,  Metropolitan,  Recruits,  etc.  June 
8,  641. 

Pnson  Officials,  Appointments.  Pro- 
motions and  Retirements,  June  9.  769: 
June  19,  1486. 

School   Teacbers'   SupertimiiAtioii.  Jobs 

12,  901. 
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Rifle  Ranoes. 

Ranges  closed  to  firing  of  full-charge  ammu- 
nition, etc.,  Address  for  Return  [Mr.  F. 
WUfion],  June  19,  1480. 

Yougbal,  Repairs,  etc. 
Q.    Capt.    Donelan;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
June  9,  771. 

Rio  de  Janeiro. 

British  Seamen  and  the  Liquor  Traffic. 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Jime  13, 
1066. 
Trade  Report  presented,  June  8,  596. 

Riots  in  Ibeland,  see  Belfast  and  Cookstown. 

RiPON,  Mabqurss  of. 

Indenturing  in  Western  Australia — ^Abolition 
of  Aborigines  Protection  Board,  June  16, 
1322,  1326. 

Ritchie,   Rt.    Hon.    C.   T. — President  of  the 

Board  of  Trade  [Croydon]. 
Blackhead    Lighthouse,    June    2,    180; 

June  8,  634. 
Desborough     Level     Crossing     Fatality, 

Inquest — Board  of   Trade   Representa- 
tive, June  2,  181. 
Great  Western  Railway,  Alleged  Outrage 

on,  June  16,  1341. 
Indian  Confectionary  Trade,  June  6,  443. 
Inniskeeo.   Railway   Accident,    June    16, 

1341. 
Life   Assurance — Lloyd's    Policies,    June 

8,  663. 
Lighthouse  Keepers. 

Emoluments,  June  9,  770. 

Scottish — Retiring     Allowances,     etc., 
June  16,  1343. 
Maiden  Rocks  Lighthouse,  June  2,  180; 

June  13,  1066. 
Merchant  Vessels,  Navigation  of — Case  of, 

s.s.  "  Pinner's  Point,    June  12,  895. 
Newbiggin-by-the-Sea^-Deertruction        of 

Fishing  Gear,  etc.,  by  Trawlers,  June 

8,  635. 
Railway     Servants,     Fatalities     among. 

Number  of,  June  2,  178. 
Rio  de  Janeiro,   British  Sailors  and   the 

Liquor  Traffic,  June  13.  1067. 
Shunting  Fatality  on  CI  ul.ain  and  Dover 

Railway,  June  15.  1183. 
Signalmen   on  North-Eastern   Railway- 
Hours  of  Labour.  June  8,  634. 
Undersized  Fish  Bill,  1r,  June  8,  661,  662, 

663. 

UoBKRTS,  Mr.  J.  B.  [Carnarvonshire,  Eifon]. 
Soudan    Campaign — Cruelty    to    Wounded 
Dervishes,  Cliarge  against  Anglo- Egyptian 
Army.  June  8,  686. 
Transvaal. 

Oath     of     Allegiance — Naturalisatioo.    of 

British  Subjects,  June  16,  1337. 
Rhodes'.     Mr.,     Interviews     with     Mr. 

Chamberlain,  alleged,  June  15,  1182. 
Uitlandcrs*  Petition.  June  5,  305. 

RnnKRTS,  Mr.  J.   II.  [Denbighshire,  W.]. 
C^cutta  Municipal  Bill.  June  16.  1336. 
Conn  aught    Rangers    at    Meerut— Shooting 

Case,  June  16,  1335. 
Local  Government  Board,  transfer  of  Powers 

to  County  Cooncils,  June  2,  274. 
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Roberts,  Mr.  J.  H. — cant, 

Rangoon— Outrage  on  Burmese  Woman  by 
British  Soldiers^  June  16,  1335. 

Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 
2b,  June  7,  575. 

Women  Barristers  practiaing  in  India- 
Application   of   Miss    Soraoji,    June    8, 

RoBEBTSON,   Mb.  E.  [Dundee]. 

Naval  Works  Bill— Business  of  the  House, 
June  19,  1516. 

Navy  Contracts — New  Form,  June  19, 
1480. 

Post  Office — Employment  of  Old  Non-com- 
missioned Officers,  June  1,  128. 

PWvate  Legislation  Procedure  {Scotland] 
BUI,  com.,  June  12,  918,  919,  920,  937, 
949,  952.  954.  978 ;  June  19,  1434,  1547, 
1550. 

Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 
2b.,  June  7,  572. 

RoBEBTSON,  Mb.  H.  [Hackney,  S.]. 

London  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  8,  712. 

RoBSON,  Mb.  W.   S.   [South  Shields]. 

Half-timers — Education  of  Children  Bill, 
com.,  May  31,  27,  29,  41,  50,  52,  60. 

RoLLiT,  Sib  A.  K.  [Islington,  S.]. 

Half-timers — Education  of   Children   Bill, 

com..  May  31,  21,  29. 
Loans,  Municipal,  Repayment  of,  June  2, 

219,  228. 

Roman  Catholic  Univebsitt,Ibeland. 

Petitions,  June  2,  174 ;  June  5,  297 ;  June 
9,    760. 

Roscommon  Agbicttltubal  Gbant. 

Qs.  Mr.  Tully;  As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  5,  305;  June  8,  652;  June  13, 
1077;  Q.  Mr.  Hayden;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  June  16,  1352. 

RossMOBE  Estate^ — Fiuegan  Eviction  Caae. 
Q.  Mr.  Macaleese;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour; 
June  15,  1190 ;  June  19,  1497. 

Round,  Mb.  J.  [Essex,  Harwich]. 

Imbecile  [Training  Institmtions]  Bill,  2b., 
June  2,  288. 

Royal  Academy. 

Reforms — Reconmiendations  of  Select  Com- 
mittee and  Royal  Commission. 
Ob.  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley,  Marquess 
of  SaUsbury,  June  19,  1466. 

Royal  Absenal,  see  Woolwich  Arsenal. 

Royal  Ibish  Constabtjlaby,  see  Cooatabnlary, 
Royal  Irish. 

Rum.  Local  Colonial  Duties  on,  West  Indies — 
Return. 

Q.  Mr.  Laurence ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  6,  441. 


Rural  Rating. 


Tithe  Rent-Charge   [Rates] 
Title. 


BiK,   .see   that 
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Bushden  and  High  am  Ferrers  District  Gas,  St.  Michael's  Chtsch,  Southampton. 

Ritualistic  Piactioes  at. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Smitii ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
June  12,   907. 


BilL 

i.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 

Russell,  Gex.  F.  S.  [Cheltenham]. 

Aberdeen  Cemetery  S<:andal,  June  19, 
1486. 

Hyde  Park— Lighting,  etc.,  June  19,  1488. 

Metropolitan  V  olunteer  Review — Accom- 
modation for  Member.s,  June  19,  1481. 

RussKLL,  Mr.  T.  W. — Parliamentdrj-  ISecretary 

to  Local  Govei'nment  Board  [Tyrone,  S.] 
Conmierciai  Education,  June  1,  80. 
Dublin   Corporation    Bill,    con.,   June   13, 

1035. 
Dundee    Gas,    Street    Improvements,    and 

Tramways  Bill,  2r.,  June  5,  295. 
Godalming  Ct)rporation   Water  Bill,   con., 

June  13,  1003. 
Intoxicating  Liquors  [Sunday  Closing]  Bill, 

2r.,  June  7,  545. 
Local     Government     Board,     transfer     of 

Powers  to  County  Councils.  June  2,  276. 
Lunacy  Bill,  2r.,  June  12,  990. 
Poor      Law      Children — Kxpenditiu-e      on 

Orphan  Schools,  June  2,  248. 
Poor  Law  Schools — Education  Department, 

Control,  June  1,  83. 
Provisional    Order    Bills,    Procedure — In- 

seition  of  Names.  June  2,  175. 

Russell  of  Killowex,  Lord. 

Judges,  Additional,  appointment  of,  June 

8,  617. 
Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill,  2r.,    June 

6,  414,  427,  428. 

RUSSL\. 

Anglo-Russian  Agreement,  see  China. 
Armenia,  Kuixiish  Atrocities — Russian  and 
French  Protest. 

Q.   Mr.   Schwann;    A.   Mr.   Brodriok, 
June  16,  1337. 
China,  Questions  relating  to,  see  China. 
Commercial  Travellers,  British,  Tax  on. 
Q.  Mr.  Bill ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June  8, 
629. 
Railway    Constructicm   in   Persia — Expira- 
tion of  Agreement,  etc. 

Q.    Mr.    Miiclean:    A.    Mr.    Bnxlriok, 
June  8.    628. 
Tnide,     British    Interests— United    States, 
France,  and  German  activity. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Vincent ;  A.  Sir.  Brodrick, 
June  12,  893. 
Trade  Re|>ort  presented,  .Tune  1,  68. 
Rydkr.  Mr.  J.  IL  D.  [Grave.send]. 

Customs  Officers'  Grievances,  June  1,  147. 
Saigon,  Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68. 

St.  Albans  Gas  Bill. 

c.  con.*,  June  1,  74. 
3r.*,  June  5,  293. 
1.  Commons  Amcndts*,  June  8,  593. 

St.   Andrews    Burgh  Provisional   Order 
Confirmation  Bill. 

1.  Royal  Assent.  .June  6.  409. 

St.  Davids  Water  and  Gas  BUI. 
1.  Royal  As-sent,  June  6,  409. 
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St.  Neots  Water  BiU. 

c.  2b.,  June  13,  1053;  June  19,  1476. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  BilL 

Petition,  June  9,  760. 

Sale  of  Intozicatinff  Idquon  on  Sunday 

Bill. 
Petitions,  May  31,  4 ;  June  1,  78  ;  June  2, 
174 ;  June  5,  297 ;  June  7,  538  ;  June  12, 
892;    June  13,    1056;   June  14,   1090; 
June  16,  1332;  June  19,  1478. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquobs  to  Children. 

Petitiim  for  Alteration  of  Law,    June  12, 
892. 

Salford  Corporation  BilL 

c.  2b.*,  June  6,  431. 

Salisbury,     Mabqvbss     of — ^Piime     Mini«ter 

and  Seci-etary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 
London  Government  Bill,  June   i6,  1327. 
Ru^-al  Academy  Refunns,  June  19,  1472. 
Soudan       CaTnpaign — Grant       to       Lotd 

Kitchener,  and  Vote  of  Xhanke  to  the 

Fivrces,  June  5,  291;  June  8,  600,  601, 

602. 

Salisbury  Plain. 

Lands,  Purchase  by  War  OflSce — ^Debate  on 

Finance  Bill,  Jane  6,  463,  467. 
Rentals  of  Property-— Return. 

Qs.  Mr.  BayJey,  Mr.  Bowlee;  As.  Mr. 
Powell  Williams,  June  6,  442;  June 
13,  1059. 

Salmon  Fisheries. 

Irish — Illegal  Praotkei. 
Q.  Mr.  Seton-Karr;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bel- 
four  June  9,  766. 
Scotland,  Report  presented,  June  1,  69. 

Salon  I CA,  Trade  Repwt  presented,  June  1,  68. 

Samukl,  Mb.   H.  S.  [Tower  HamleU,  Lime- 
house]. 
Customs  Boatmen's  GrievanoM.   June  1. 
149. 
London  Government  Bill,  c(hi.,  June  8, 710. 

Samxtel,  Mb.  J.  [Stockton]. 

Private    Legislation  Procednre  fSootUnd] 
Bill,  con.,  June  19.  1588. 

Sanition  Island. 

Castlerea     and 
Charges. 
Q.  Mr.  Haydan;  A.  Mr. 
four,  June  16,  1367. 

Sa.ssoon.  Sir  E.  [HythsJ. 

China,  Affairs  of. 
Yang-tsze  Valley  Territoiy,  etc.,  Jnne  9, 

824. 
French      Claim*— -Mining      Ri^iti      in 

Sseohuen,  June  2,  18£ 


Ballaghadereen— Seniteiy 
O.  W.  Bel- 


Vol.  72.] 


{SESSION  1899} 
May  31— June  19. 


[San— Sec 


Savndkbson,  Col.,  Rt.  Hod.  E.  J.  [Armagh, 
N.]. 
Dublin  Corporation  Bill,  con.,  June  13, 

1034,   1035,   1039. 
Soudan  Expedition — Qrant  to  Lord  Kit- 
chener,   Mahdi's    Body,    etc.,  June  5, 
394. 

Savings  Banks. 

Inquiry — Committee. 

Q.  Sir  J.  Leng ;   A.   Sir  M.  H.  Beach, 
June  8,  644. 
Trustee  Savings  Banks,  see  that  Title. 

Schools,  see  Education. 

Schwann,  Mr.  C.  E.  [Manchester,  N.]. 

Ainienia,  Kurdish  Atrocities — Ru.ssian    and 

French  Protest,  June  16,  1337. 
Assam   Tea   Plantations — Report,  June  12, 

897 
Belfast  Post  Office  Staflf  Pay,  June  13,  1069. 
Ceylon  Waste  Land  Ordinances,  June  13, 

1059. 
Godalming  Corporation  Water  Bill,  con., 

June  15,  1170. 
Great    Western  Railway,    alleged    outrage 

on,  June  16,  1341. 
Half-timers — ^Education    of    Children    Bill, 

3r.,  June  14,  1117. 

Science,  Royal  College  of,  Dublin. 
Building,  Control,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  16,  1350. 

Science  and  Art. 

Scotland,  Vote  for,  June  16,  1362. 

Scoble,  Sir  A.  R.  [Hackney,  Central]. 

Mineral  Rights  in  Hyderabad  State— Pros- 
pectuses, June  8,  643. 

Scotland. 

Secretary    for   Scotland — Lord    Balfour  of 

Burleigh. 
Lord  Advocate— Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  Murray. 
Solicitor-General— Mr.  C.  Scott  Dickson. 
Aberdeen  Cemeterv  Scandal. 

Q.  Gen.  Rusself;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
June  19,  1486. 
Agricultural  Instruction,  S.,  June  16,  1418, 

1423. 
Bills  Relating  to,  see  their  Titles. 
Domestic  Instruction  for  Girls,  S.,  June  16, 

1407. 
Edinburgh,  New  Writs. 

East  Division,  June  13,  1078. 

South  Division,  June  9,  762. 
Education,  for  collective  heading,  see  Edu- 
cation—Scotch Questions. 
Fee  Grant,  Return  presented.  May  31,  5. 
Fisheries. 

Herrings — ^Markets  on  the  Continent  and 
in  United  States,  Reports  presented, 
June  15,  1167,  1175. 

Report  presented.  May  31,  6 ;  June  1,  69. 

SfJmon,  Report  TOesen ted,  June  1,  69. 
Glasgow,  see  that  fctle. 
Lighthouse   Keepers'    Retiring  Allowance, 

etc 

Q.  Dr.  Clark ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June  16, 
1342. 
Orphan  Homes,  see  that  'Htle. 
Prunogeniture,  Law  of— Abolition,  see  Suc- 
cession [Scotland]  Bill. 
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Scotland— con<. 

Science  and  Art,  Vote  for,  June  16,  1362. 
Secondary    and   Technical  Education,   see 

those  Titles. 
Teachers,  see  that  Title. 
Universities,  Number  of  Students. 
Q.  Mr.  Crombie;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 
June  12,  896. 

Scott,  Mr.  C.  P.  [Lancashire,  Leigh]. 

Soudan,  Military  Operations,  Prospective, 

June  8,  631. 
Soudan  Campaign. 
Kitchener,    Ix>rd,    Grant  to — Treatment 
of   the   Mahdi's  Body,   etc.,    June  5, 
350,  384.' 
Omdurman,    Battle    of — ^British    Officers 
with  Native  Troops,  June  8,  631. 
Transvaal. 

Uitlanders*  Grievances,  June  13,  1062. 

Bloemfontein  Conference,  June  8,  637. 
War,  Declaration  of,  previous  to  Jame- 
son Raid,  June  19,   1485. 

Sea  Fisheries  BilL 

1.  iR.*,  June  2, 164. 
2r.*,  June  8,  610. 

Sea  Fisheries  Begulation  [Scotland]  Act 
[1895]  Amendment  Bill. 

Petitions,  June  9,  760,  892. 

Seamen,  Merchant  Service. 

Accommodation  on  P.  and  0.  Ships,  etc., 

S.,  June  2,  282,  286. 
Crimpinc;  in  United  States — ^Blood  Money. 
Q.  Col.  Denny;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
12,  894. 
Merchant  Seamen's  Fund,  see  that  Title. 
Rio  de  Janeiro — Liquor  Traffic. 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June  13, 
1066. 
Wages,  S.,  June  2,  285. 

Seats  for  Shop  Assistants  [England  and 
Ireland]  BilL 

c.  2r.%  May  31,  63. 
com.,  74. 

con.*,  June  9,  876. 
Rep.*,  June  9,  876. 
c.  3r.*,  June  9,  876. 
1.  iR.*,  June  12,  889. 
Petition,  June  5,  297. 

Secondary  Education. 

Board  of  Education  Bill,  see  that  Title. 
Scotland. 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan ;  A.  Mr.  Anstruther, 

June  13,  1069. 
S.,  June  16,  1369,  1377,   1397,  1402, 

1407. 
Minute  of  Committee  of    Council    on 
PMucation  presented,  June  19,  1456, 
1479. 
Minute  of  April  27.  1899,  S.,  June  16, 
1370,  1383,  1388,  1438,  1443. 


Secret  Commissions. 

Prevention    of    Corruption  Bill,    see   that 
Title. 
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Selborne,    Earl  of— Parliamentary  Secretary 

to  the  Colonial  Office. 

Indentiii-ing  in  Western  Australia,  Aboli- 
tion of  Aborigines'  Protection  Board,  June 
16,  1321,  1325. 

Miilt-ese  Nobilitv— Mr.  G.  A.  Testaferrata's 
Claim,  June  iS,  1169. 

Transvaal,  Uit landers  Grievances — Bloem- 
fcmtein  Conference,  June  8,  597. 

8HRVANTS. 

Domestic  Servants,  Wages  of — Board  of 
Trade  Report  presented,  June  9,  753,  761. 

Skrvia— Turro-Servian    Frontier,    fighting  on. 
Q.  Mr.  Stevenson;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
19,  1485. 

Service  Franchise  BilL 

c.  com.,  June  7,  539. 
con.,  June  14,  1136. 
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Shotley  Bridge  and  Oonsett  District  Gh« 
Bill. 
1.  Rep.*,  June  9,  760. 
3r.*,  June  15, 1166. 
SiiuxTixa  Fataliit  on  Chatham  axd  Dover 
Railway. 

Q.  Mr.  Maddison ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June 
15,  1183. 

SiDMOFTH,  Vis. 

Maltese  Nobility— Mr.  G.  A.  Teutaferraia's 
Claim,  June  15,  1169. 

SiKERA  Leone. 

Rising,  Sir  D.  Chftlmera^a  Report. 
g.Mr.  Hedderwick;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chambor- 
lain,  June  2,  176. 

Signalmen — Hours  of  Labour. 

Q.  Sir  F.  Flaaneiy ;    A.   Mr.   Ritchie, 
Juae  8,  634. 


Seton-Karr,  Mr.  [St.  Helen's]. 

Half-timers — Education    of    Children    Bill, 

com..  May  31,  54,  56  ;  3r.,  June  14,  1092. 
Irish   Salmon   Fisheries — Illegal   Practices, 

June  9,  765. 

Skwage  Farm  at  Aldershot,  see  Aldershot. 
Sewkrs. 

Metropolitan  Sewers  and  Drains  Bill,  see 
that  Title. 

Shaw,  Mr.  T.  [Hawick  Burghs]. 

Education,  Scotland,  June  16,  1374,  1438. 

Private  I-^gislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Expenses,  June  12,  909. 

Private  I^egislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  am.,  June  12,  943,  960;  June  19, 
1550,  1553,  1569,  1577,  1589,  1590,  1594. 

Succession  [Scotland]  Bill,  2r.,  June  7,  589. 

Sheffield  Corporation  Markets  Bill. 

c.  con.*,  June  8,  624. 

3r.*,  June  12,  890. 

1.  iR.V  June  13,  994. 


Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  [Forfar]. 

Africa,  West,  Liquor  Traffic — Brussels  Con- 
ference, June  Id,  1063. 

Business  of  the  House,  Precedence  of 
Government  Business,  June  19,  1518. 

Education,  Scothmd,  June  16,  1412,  1452. 

Indian  Sugar  Trade,  June  2,  185 ;  June  8, 
644. 

Private  LegislatioQ  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  12,  910,  912,  955;  June 
19, 1562. 

Scotch  Estimates — ^Business  of  the  House, 
June  2,  185. 

Sinking  Fund,  Account  presented,  June  2.  169. 

SiBDAB,  see  Kitchener,  Lord. 

Sldpton  Urban  District  Ghis  BilL 

c.  Rep.*,  June  9,  768. 


con. 
3ii.* 


June  14,  1089. 
June  19,  1475. 


Slavkrt  in  Zanzibar,  S.,  June  9,  872. 

Sligo,  Land  Valuation. 

Q.  Mr.  P.  A.  MTfugh;  A.  Mr.  Q.  W. 
Balfour,  June  12,  WS. 


Sheffield    Corporation  [Derwent  Valley]  i  small  Arms  Factory,  Enfield. 
Water  Bill. 


See  Derwent  Valley  Water  Bill. 

SiiEPPEY,     IsLK    OF— Light    Railways, 
presented.  May  31,  5;   June  1,  69. 

SnirriNG,  see  Merchant  Shipping. 


Chapels— 


Order 


Shirebrook  and  District  Gas  BilL 
1.  2r.*.  June  5.  290. 
Rep.*,  June  16,  1317. 

Shop  Assistants. 

Seats  for  Shop  Assistants  [England  and  Ire- 
land] Bill,  .see  that  Title. 
Service  Franchise  Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Shop  Hours  Act  [1892]  Amendment  Bill. 

c.  In.V  June  16.  1333. 

Shops  [Early  Closing  I  Bill. 
Petition,  June  14,  1090. 
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I         Divine  Service   in  Govermnent 
I  Ritualistic  Practices. 

Qs.  Mr.  Chanmnff,  Mr.  C.  WUliains; 
I  As.  Mr.  WrncUiam,  June  12,  866. 

Small  Houses  [Scotland]  BilL 
Petition,  June  14,  1090. 

Small  Tenants  [Scotland]  BilL 

Petitions,  June  2,  174 ;  June  9,  760. 

Smethwick  Cuarteb  of  Incorfobation,  pre- 
sented. June  14,  1091;  Junn  16,  1166. 

Smith,  Mr.  J.  P.  [Laoarit,  PMrick]. 
Education,  Scotland,  June  16,  1406. 
Finance  Bill,  oon.,  June  6,  731. 
National  Debt,  Annuittet,  June  16,  1340. 
Piivate    Legislation    Procedure    [Scotland] 

Bill,  com.,  June  12,  924.  957,  966.  967. 

980;  June  19,  1536,    1539,    1549,    1672, 

Private    liegislation   Pnwidu 
Expenses,  June  12,  910. 
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Smith,  Mr.  S.  [Flintahire]. 

-Aimenians,    Distressed — Peace    Conference, 
June  12,  894. 

Half-timers— PMucation   Children  Bill,   3r, 
June  14,  1116. 

Madras  Liquor  Trade — Opening  of  Liquor 
Shops,  June  12,  897. 

Pauper  Children,  Treatment  of — Administra- 
tion of  the  Poor  I^aw,  etc.,  June  2,  231. 

St.     Michael's,     Southampton,     Ritualistic 
Practices  at,  June  12,  907. 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  [Strand,  Westminster]. 

Ijondon  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  8,  706. 

Soldiers. 

Aldershot  Bathing  Fatality. 

Q.  Mr.  JefiFrevs ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  June 
8,640. 
Deniston,  J.,  Case  of. 

Q.  Mr.    J.   P.   Fariell ;     A.  Mr.    J.     P. 
Williams.  June  19,  1482. 
Retired  and  Discharged  Soldiers. 
Civil  Employment,  Return  Ordered  [Col. 

Lonej].  June  16.  1332.. 
LjTich's.  E.,  Penirion. 
Q.  Mr.  Havden;    A.    Mr.    Wyndham, 
June  16,  *1334. 
Post  office  Plmployment,  S.,  June  1,  127, 
128. 

Solicitors  Bill. 

1.  Royal  Assent.  June  6,  409. 
SoRABJi,    Mis.s. — Application    to    practise    at 
Allahabad  High  Court. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Roberts;  A.  I^rd  G.  Hamilton, 
June  8,  641. 

SOFDAN. 

Fever  among  Troops. 

Q.  Mr.  Pirie ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June  2, 
179. 
Garstin's,  Sir  W.  Report. 

Q.  Mr.  Ellis ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June  19, 
1484. 
Military  Operations,  Prospective. 

Q.  Mr.   C.   P.   Scott;   A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  8.  631. 
SoiJDAX  Campaign. 

Kitchener,  Ix>rd,  Grant  to,  June  5,  327; 
June  8,  747— Notice  of  Motion  [Marquess 
of  Salisbuiy],  June  5,  291 ;  Motion,  June 
8,  599;  Motion  [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour],  June 
8,663. 

House     of     Lords,     Initiating     Money 
'h-.uits    <jUfstion         of        Privilege, 
Motion  [Mr.  MacNeill],  June  5,  319. 
Method  of  Procedure. 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
June  2,  186  ;  Personal  Explanation, 
Mr.  Dillon.  June  5,  309. 
Queen's  Message,  June  2,  166,  171. 
Mahdi's  Body,  Treatment  of. 

Debcite  on  Lord  Kitchener's  Grant,  June 
5,  327. 

O.s.  Earl  of  Kimberley,  June  8,  599. 
Marquess  of  Salisbury,  600. 
Omdurman.  Battle  of. 
British  Officei-s  with  Native  Troops.  Pro- 
portion of. 

Q.  Mr.   C.  P.  Scott:    A.  Mr.  Brod-  I 

rick,  June  8,  631.  i 

Prisoners  released,  Number  of. 

Q.  Mr.  Pirie;  A.  Mr.  Brodrif^k,  June  2.  ' 

178.  I 

5.3  I 


Soudan  Campaign — cont. 

Thanks  of  the  House  to  Lord  Kitchener  and 
the  Forces ;  Notice  of  Motion  [Marq  ueas 
of  Salisbury],  June  5,  291 ;  Motion,  June 
8,  599 ;  Motion  [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour],  June 
8,663. 
Deceased    Officers  and  Men — ^Acknow- 
ledgment of  Services  and  Condolence 
to    Rela4;ives,    Motion    [Mr.    A.    J. 
Balfour].  June  8,  697. 
Medical  Officers,  Omission  of. 

Os.   Dr.    Farquharson,   .Tune  8,  667, 
673 ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  678. 
Noncommissioned     Officers,     etc.,     of 
Army,   Navy,   and  Royal  Marines — 
Motion  [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour],  June  8, 
697. 
Officers  of  the  Navy,  Army,  and  Royal 
Marines,  Motion  [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour], 
June  8,  672. 
Wounded    Dervishes,    Cruelty  to — Charge  . 
against    Anglo-Egyptian    Army,   Debate 
on.  Thanks  to  the  Forces,  June  8,  674. 

South-Eastem  Railway  Bill. 
1.  2r.».  June  1,  65. 
com.*,  June  16,  1165. 
Rep.»,  June  19,  1454. 

South-Eastem  and  London,  Cliathani,  a 
Dover  Railway  Companies  Bill. 
1.  2r.»,  June  1,  65. 

South-Eastem  and  London,  Chatham,  and 
Dover  Railway  Companies  [New  Lines] 
Bill. 

c.  3r.»,  .Tune  2,  167. 
In.*,  June  5,  290. 
2r.».  June  13,  994. 

South  Hants  Water  Bill. 

c.  2r.»,  May  31,  2. 
SorxH  Kensington  Museum. 

Art  Branch — ^Appointment  of  Assistant. 
Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  .  une 
16,  1347. 

South  Staffordshire  Stipendiary  Justice 
Bill. 

c.  5r.*,  May  31,  1. 
1.  iR.*.  June  1.  66. 
2r.*.  June  8,  595. 
l^ep.*.  June  16.  1517. 

South  Staffordshire  Tramways  Bill. 
1.  Rep.,  from  Sele<t  com.,  June  16.  X165. 
5r.»,  June  19,  1454. 

SOTTHAMPTON. 

St.  Michael's  Church,  Ritualii?tic  Practices 
at. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Smith ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
June  12,  907. 

SorTHPORT    By-ELECTION. 

New  Member  Sworn,  June  1,  87. 

Peers'  Interference — Breach  of  Privilege. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Lowther;   A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four.   June    5.    307;    Motion  [Mr.  J. 
Lowther].  June  5,  311. 

Southport  Tramways  Bill. 

1.   Rep.  from  Select  Committee,  June  13, 
993. 


Sel— Smi] 


Selborne,   Earl  of — Parliamentary  Secretary 

to  the  Colonial  Office. 

Indenturing  in  Western  Australia,  Aboli- 
tion of  Aborigines'  Protection  Board,  June 
16, 1321,  1326. 

Maltese  Nobility— Mr.  G.  A.  Testaferrata's 
Claim,  June  15,  1169. 

Transvaal.  Uitlanders'  Grievances — Bloem- 
fontein  Conference,  June  8,  597. 

Servants. 

Domestic  Servants,  Wages  of— Board  of 
Trade  Report  presented,  June  9,  753,  761. 


{INDEX}  I 

May  31 — Jujie  19. 

Shotley  Bridge  and  Consett  Di 
Bill. 
1.  Rep.*,  June  9,  750. 
3r.*,  June  15,1166. 
SiiuxTiNO  Fatality  on  Chatham 
Railway. 

g.  Mr.  Maddison  ;  A.  Mr.  R 
15,  1183. 


Skbvia — Turco-Servian 
Q.  Mr.  Stevenson; 
19,  1483. 


Frontier,    fighting  on. 
A.  Mr.  Bro<&ick,  June 


Service  Franchise  BilL 

c.  com.,  June  7,  539. 
con.,  June  14,  1135. 

Seton-Kabr,  Mr.  [St.  Helen's]. 

Half-timers — ^Education    of    Children    Bill, 

com..  May  31,  54,  56 ;  3r.,  June  14,  1092. 
Irish   Salmon   Fisheries — Illegal  Practices, 

June  9,  765. 

Sewage  Fabm  at  Aldershot,  see  Aldershot. 
Sewers. 

Metropolitan  Sewers  and  Drains  Bill,  see 
that  Title. 

Shaw,  Mr.  T.  [Hawick  Burghs]. 

Education,  Scotland,  June  16,  1374,  1438. 

Private  LegislaticHi  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Expenses,  June  12,  909. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  12,  943.  %0;  June  19, 
1550,  1553,  1569,  1577,  1589,  1590.  1594. 

Succession  [Scotland]  Bill,  2r.,  June  7,  589. 

Sheffield  Corporation  Markets  Bill, 
c.  con.*,  June  8,  624. 
3r.*,  June  12,  890. 
1.  iR.*,  June  13,  994. 

Sheffield    Corporation  [Derwent  Valley] 
Water  Bill. 

See  Derwent  Valley  Water  Bill. 

Sheppey,     Isle    of— Light   Railways,    Order 
presented,  May  31,  6;   June  1,  69. 

Shipping,  see  Merchant  Shipping. 

Shirebrook  and  District  Gkus  BilL 
1.  2r.*,  June  5.  290. 
Rep.*,  June  16,  1317. 

Shop  Assistants. 

Seats  for  Shop  Assistants  [England  and  Ire- 
land] Bill,  see  that  'fitle. 
Service  Franchise  Bill,  tee  that  Title. 

Shop  Hours  Act  [1892]  Amendment  Bill, 
c.  iR.*.  June  16.  1333. 

Shops  [Early  Closing]  Bill. 
Petition,  June  14,  1090. 
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SiDMorrn,  Vis. 

Maltese  Nobility-Mr.  G.  A.  T 
Claim,  June  16,  1169. 

Sikrra  Leone. 

Rising,  Sir  D.  Chalmers's  Repo 
(^.  Mr.  Hedderwick;  A.  Mr.  , 
lain,  June  2,  176. 

SiGN.iLMK.v — Hours  of  Jjabour. 

Q.  Sir  F.  Flannery ;    A.    ^ 
June  8,  634. 

Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  [Forfar]. 

Africa,  West,  Liquor  Traffic — B 

ference,  June  13,  1063. 
Business    of    the    House,    Pre 

Government  Business,  June  19 
Education,  Scotland,  June  16,  1^ 
Indian  Sugar  Trade,  June  2,  16 

644. 
Private    Legislation    Procedure 

Bill,  com.,  June  12,  910,  912, 

19,  1562. 
Scotch  Estimates — Business  of 

June  2,  185. 

Sinking  Fund,  Account  presented,  ^ 
SiBDAB,  see  Kitchener,  Lord. 

Skipton  Urban  District  Gas  Bi 
c.  Rep.»,  June  9,  758. 


oon. 
3r.» 


June  14,  1089. 
June  19,  1475. 


Slavery  in  Zanzibar,  iS.,  June  9,  i. 

Sligo,  Ijdnd  Valuation. 

Q.  Mr.  P.  A.   M'Hugh;    A. 
Balfour,  June  12,  903. 

Small  Arms  Factory.  Enfield. 
Divine   Service    in   Grovermnent 
Ritualistic  IVactices. 

Qs.   Mr.  Channinc,  Mr.   C. 
As.   Mr.   Wyndham,  Jun 

Small  Houses  [Scotland]  Bill. 

Petition,  June  14,  1090. 

Small  Tenants  [Scotland]  Bill. 
Petitions,  June  2,  174 ;  June  9, 

SMETH\\aCK    CuARTKR    OF    IXCORPOR 

sented,  June  14,  1091 ;  June  15, 

Smith,  Mr.  J.  P.  [Lanark,  Partick]. 

Education,  Scotland,  June  16,  1^ 

Finance  Bill,  oon..  June  8,  731. 

National  Debt.  Annuities,  June  ] 

Piivate    Legislation     Piwedure 

Bill,  com.,  June  12,  924,  937 

980;    June  19,  1536,    1539,    ] 

1587. 

YtW«A«>   \i^\i;y9\^\Aow  Proceduie 
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•Jmith,  Mr.  S.  [Flintshire]. 

Aiiiieni.iii.«,    l)istivHs.r«l     lVai»f    (UrtiU'i'-wv, 

June  12,  894. 
Half-tiirieis     Ivluciti"ii   ('liiMieii    Hill,   ■'*«, 

June  14,  1115. 
Ma'lrd«  Li'juor  Ti-uh'    Oji«?:iin;<  of  Liquor 

Shops.  June  12.  897. 
Paup  r  Children,  TM^atifK'ui  of    .Vlffiini^n;i 

tion  of  the  Poor  I-iw.  ef:..  Jrin^f  2.  Zl). 
St.     Michael's.     S<.iith.impfon.     Hitu;ili:*ti«: 

Practices  at,  Juu*:  12.  907.  i 

SaffTTH.  Hon-.  W.  F.  I).  [Strui'I.  \Vi-stmin>rf<?r|. 
Ix>n.lon  CrovtTiiiti  •]<!  KiJ'.  '.on..  J  unit  H.  'Uif).  ; 


ISI'XSIOX   l.s!)!)|  isnji    Sou 

.1/////;}|    .//////■  rj. 

Th.-iiikM  ill  the  IhiiiMc  (n  |«iiii|  Kiti'lii'iU'r  and 

rhi-  Kon.  s;  Nolii,.  nf  Mutinn  |  Marmu'.H 


>OLDlER<. 

Alderahoi  Batljin;:  Fatilitv. 

Q.   Mr.  Jtffnv-:  A.  Mi".  VVvndhaiii.  Jii/m 
8.  640.         ■ 
Denis-i'in.  J..  r;,i«:  r,f. 

Q.  Mr.   J.   P.   K^.-'i^l!:    A.  Mr    J      »'. 
Wi:iwnjw.  .r-jiie  19.  1482. 
RetL'eri  »vA  Di-.l-juvvi  S-.-l-jVp?, 

Civil  Fmi'luvnjri:'  Yi\\::i  Oi'kiwl  [C^il. 

L.^/l.  Jim-  16.  15T2.. 
I-TiKh'^.  K..  PffT-ioD  South-EaHtoni  Hallway  Rill. 

Q.  Ml.   Haywn:    A.    Mr     Wyndh-un.  |  |    2ii.V  Jiim*  I.  f,h. 

'NUii  •.  .Iinii*  ITi.  lUif, 
K<'p.*.  J  Will'  P),  MM 


•►f  SiilUliiiiv],  Jim.    •).  ;>«»l  :   Motion.  Juno 
M.  m\)\  .Mu(,„„  |M,     V.  J    halfourl.   luno 

J>n-<Nijiii|    OtIiiTi.y   nml    .Mm     Ai*ku  »\\ 
••'il^UHMiJ  of  Srrvii^-N  and  Condolon  o 
J"    lt«'hHivr.s.     Moliun    |Mr.     A.     J. 
l*'!loiMi.  ,I„„..  H.  ftiJY. 
MrliiMl  oni.'.TM.  OniisMiim  of. 
<l.M.    |)|.     lAiriinhHrHiiii,    .liiin«  H.  667. 
^»7/. :   Mr.  A    J.  Il.lf..iir.  <iVH. 
NiMJi-iiniinivNioniHl      OlIiiTiH.      rtf..      of 
Army,    \ivv.    ami    Hoval    Marin«'»» 
Motioi,  (Mr   A.  .1.    Ililfimrj.  .Inn.-  8. 

6fr/. 

Onii'iMH  of  Oi..  Niivv.   Army,  and  Ui»>al 

MariiM'M.  MiiJiiinJMr.    A."  J.  Ualfnur], 

.lijiii-  M.  U't\l 

Woiliidrd      Dii'v  ir.il,  N.      Ciiii-hv     to      Cliauo 

iij,.\\\\^\     An^flo  |':^-\ptijiii     AiiiiN.    I>«dmto 

•HI.  'niiriKft  (ii  III,.  Vni,',.H.  Jinu'U.  674. 


J'u-Ti-  16.  ll'A. 
PiiM  '.flRrsr  Knii'i'»^Tw.r.  S..  Jrin*:  1,  127, 
128.  ■    * 

UatoR  Bill  Sonth-EoHtftn]  nnd  London.  Ohatliam.  a 

^^^1  A  ^      .  .rr  Dovor  Railway  OoiiiiMiiiloM  Bill. 

,_         "  '    ^"'   .  •'"»•'  I.  '»'» 

AriaiaUd  H  -L  •  .  ;•-  Soiith-E/wtoni  and  I^ondoii.  Oliatliitm.  anA 

Q.  M-  H.  ?3.>T>:  A.  Jy.ri<;.  Muniiton,  govor  Bull  way  OomiMiiilOH  I  Now  Umml 

JuBt  6.  6i]  !         ^"'• 

,.^  j         •     ''It  '.  .hnir  'A,  Ui'i. 

Fw-crijiij..^i-  T7  .^H-.  ^     ,      .         ^  :^ii.V  Jim.-  I.\.  >m. 

g.  Mr.   PL'jf:   A    M!    h:'/i-:'k.  .huv. 'A,  \ 
^     179-  ;  South  IlantH  Wator  Hill. 

J4g4  Sol  III  KknmmjIos   Mi  ••m  \i 
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..     11  V  M..I     .1.1 
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Southport  and  Lytham  Tramroad  Bill.      I 
I.  Hep.  from  Select  com.,  June  19,  1464.        i 

SouTUSEA — Queen     Victoria's     Birthday    Cele- 
brations— Cancelling  Parade. 

Q.  Mr.  Bowles;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
June  2,  180. 

SnuiTAR.  Mr.  R.  [Dumfriesshire]. 

Private  Tje^slation  Procedure  [Scotland] 
BilL,  com.,  June  12,  943.  968,  980;  June 
19,  1542. 

Spain — Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68. 

Speakkr.— Rt.  Hon.  W.  C.  Gully  [Carlisle]. 

Adjournment  of  Debate,  Motion  for — Mo- 
tion could  not  be  accepted  after  Bill  had 
been  fully  discussed,  and  when  there  was 
a  prospect  of  an  earlv  division,  June  7, 
583. 

House  of  Tx)rds  and  Money  Grants — Grant 
to  Lord  Kitchener — Question  of  Privi- 
lege, June  5,  321. 

In-^levant  Observations. 

Liquor  Licensing  Commission — Intoxi- 
cating Li(|Uors  [Sunday  Closing]  Bill, 
Juno  7,  548. 

Motion  to  re-commit  u  Bill  on  a  particular 
Clause  -Discussion  on  the  whole  ciues- 
tion  would  not  be  in  order,  June  13, 
1079. 

References  to  Statement  made  in  another 
Debate.   June  8,  702. 

Resolutions  [Soudan  Expedition],  Question 
relevant  to  Particular  Resolution  must  be 
raised  upon  that  Resolution.  June  8,  668. 

Roval  C^>nimissions  not  reported  to  the 
House — Member  of  Commis.sion  stating 
views,   June  7,  557. 

Spicer,  Mr.  a.  [Monmouth  Boroughs]. 

Patriotic  Fund — Ca.se  of  Mrs.  I^ewis,  June  8, 

632. 
Po.st  Office,  Employees*    Grie\'ances — Com- 
mitt-ee  of  Inquiry  propo.sed,  June  1,  108. 

Spirit  Duties. 
Africa,  West. 

Q.    Mr.    W.    F.    Lawrence;   A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  June  15,  1181. 
Bottled     Spirits — Finance    Bill,    Amendt. 
[Sir  M.  Hicks-Bcach],  June  6,  458. 

Squadron — Visit  to  China. 

Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
Jime  9,  776. 

Staffordshire. 

Bills  relating  to,  see  their  Titles. 

Stamp  Duty. 

A(lvertisein«'nt  Orders  exemption. 
Q.  Mr.  Hazell ;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach, 
Juno  2,  183. 
Fricntls'  Pn>vident  Institution  Bill. 

R.  [Dr.  Farquharson],  June  2,  169;  June 
5,  293. 

Stanhope,  Hon.  P.  J.  [Burnley.]. 

Bloemfontein  Conference,  June  8,  636. 

Stanley.  Hon.  A.  (Lancashire,  Ornixkirk]. 
Soudan    Expedition- -Grant    to  Lord  Kit- 

54 


chener — Treatment  of  the  MahdiV  Body. 
etc.,  June  5,  371. 

♦Stanley  of  Alderlry,  IjORd. 

Death  Duties — Indefmite  Liability  for 
Estate  Duty — EIndorsement  on  Registered 
Titles,  June  13,  1000. 

Indenturing  in  Western  Australia — Abf)li- 
tion  of  Aborigines  Protection  Board,  Jiiii^ 
16,  132. 

Royal  Academy  Reforms — Recommenda- 
tions of  Select  Committee  and  Royal  Com 
mission,  June  19,  1466,  K73. 

Ste.vdman,    Mr.    W.    C.     [Tow^r     Hamletn. 

Stepney]. 
Clapham    Sorting    Office  Vacancies.   June 

1,  81. 
Customs. 

Officials,  Hours  of  Labour,  etc.,  June  6, 
436. 

Watchers'  Pay,  June  1,  148. 
Hale,  Sarah,  Case  of,  June  16,  1339. 
London  Government  Bill,  con. ,  June  6, 480 ; 

June  8,  710.  711,  714. 
Post  Office,  Employees'  Grievances.  June 

1,99. 
Po.st  men's  Strikes,  June  1.  102. 
Sub-Pofirtmasters,  Runtl  Postmen  assisting, 

June  15,  1187. 
Telegraphists'  Grievances,  June  1.  100. 
Woolwich  Arsenal — ^Dismissal  of  Men,  etc., 

June  15,  1176. 

Stevenson,  Mb.  F.  S.  [Suffolk,  Eye]. 

Armenia — ^Archbisliops  and  Bishops,  deten- 
tion of.  June  1,  80 ;  June  15,  1179. 

Board  of  Education  Bill  [Secondarv  Educa- 
tion], June  19,  1500. 

Local  Government  Board  Inquiries,  June  2. 
279. 

Turco-Servian  Frontier,  Fighting  on.  June 
19,  1483. 

Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  [Kirkcudbright]. 
Education.  Scotland,  June  16,  1400. 
Private   Legislation    Procedure    [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  12,  953. 

Stockport  Corporation  Bill. 

c.  wm.*,  June  7,  657. 
3r.*.  June  12,  890. 
l.R.*,  June  13,  994. 

Stockton  and  Middlesteondi  Water  Bill. 

c.  2r.*,  May  31,  3. 
Rep.*,  June  9,  758. 
3r.»,  June  13,  1002. 

Street  Obstruction  ix  the  Metrofous. 
Marylebone  Police  Prosecntion. 

Q.  Gen.  I^urie;  A.  Mr.  Gollingfi,  June 
15,   1184. 

Stretford  Gas  BilL 
c.  2r.»,  June  6,  431. 

Stretford  Urbaji  District  CSoundl  ITram- 

ways]  BilL 
I.  3r.*,  June  2.  162. 
c.  1r.*,  June  5,  326. 
2r.',  June  14,  1069. 
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Stuart,  Mr.  J.  [Shoreditch,  Hoxton]. 

Godalming  Corporation  Water  Bill,   oon., 

June  13,  1004. 
LondiMi  Government  Bill,  con.,  June  6,  487, 

490,  496,  500,  505,  511,  518.  519 ;  June  8, 

707,  712,  716,  717,  720,  723. 
London  Water  [Purchaae]  Bill,  2r,  June  1, 

74,  75. 
P(K>r  I^w  Schools.  Education   Department 

Control,  June  1,  82. 

SuB-PosTMASTKRS,  see  Po8lma<5ter«. 

Succession  [ScotlandJ  Bill. 

c.  2r.*,  June  7,  589. 
Petitions,  June  2,  175 ;  June  5,  297. 

Sugar — Bounties,  Etc. 
Abolition  of,  proposed. 
Q.  Sir  H.   Vincent;    A    Mr.   Brodrick, 
June  9,  763. 
Countervailing   Duties,   Petition,    June   2, 

173. 
Indian  Exports  and  Imports. 

Qs.      Capt.      Sinclair;      As.      Lord     G. 
Hamilton,  June  2,  185,  June  8,  644. 
Confectionery  Trade — Return. 
Q.  Mr.  Maclean ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  June  6, 
443. 
Indian  Tariff  Act,  1899,  Motion  to  disallow 

[Sir  H.  H.  Fowler],  June  15,  1199. 
Mauritius  Industry. 

Q.    Mr.    W.    H.    Holland;     A.    Mr.    J. 
Chamberlain.  June  13,  1063. 
Return  presented,  June  2,   170. 

Sullivan,  Mr.  T.  D.  [Donegal,  W.]. 

Donegal  Railway  Communication — County 
Council  Resolution,  June  19,  1498. 

Sullivan— M'Hale  t'.— Debate  [1.],   June   12, 
880. 

Sunday  Sale  of  Intoxicating  I^quors. 

Inftoxicating  Liquors  [Sunday  Closing]  Bill, 

see  that  Title. 
Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill, 
see  that  I^tle. 

Sunderland  Corporation  Bill. 
1.  3r.*,  June  1,  66. 
c.   iR.*,  June  2,  169. 
2r.*,  June  12,  890. 

Superannuation. 

Brading,  C,  appointment  in  Royal  Labora- 
tory without  certificate — Treasury  Minute 
presented,  June  2,  164    170. 

Clay,  A.  E.,  Retiring  Allowance— Treasary 
Minute  presented,  June  19,  1479. 

Local  Authorities  Servants*  Superaimuatiun 
Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Mills,  J.,  appointment  in  Royal  Gun  Fa('- 
tory  without  certificate — Treii»ury 
Minute  presented,  June  2,  163,  170. 

Muspratt,     J.,    dpjwiintment    as    Postnian 
without  certificate.  Treasury  Minute  pre-  j 
sented,  June  7,  539  ;  June  8,  597.  ! 

Poor  Law  Oflicers'  Sup  rannuntion  [Scot-  j 
land]  Bill,   see   that  Title.  | 

Teachen*,    see  that  Title.  • 

SUPBRANNU-\TIONS   AND   RETIRED   ALLOWANCES. 

Vote  for,  June  1,  157 ;  June  2,  287. 
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Supply — Civil    Service    and    Revenue  Depart- 
ments Estimates. 
Charitable  and  other  Allowances — ^£785. 

com.*,  June   1,  157;    Rep.*,  June  2, 

288. 
Customs  Department,  £496,600. 

com.,   June   1,    132;    Rep.*,   June  2, 

287. 
Education  and  Science  and  Art,  Scotland. 

--£701,  861,  com.,  June  16,  1362. 
F(  r'Mgn    Oftic»e--£49,482,  com.,  June  9, 

777. 
Inland  Revenue  Department,  £1.316,232. 

Rep.*,  June  1,  167. 
Kitchener,  Lord,  Grant  to,  £30,000. 

com.,  June  5,  327;  Rep.*,  June  8,  747 
Local  Government   Board— £132,732. 

com.,  June  2,  187. 
Lunacy  Commissioners  Oflfices — £9,446. 

Rep.*.   June   1,   158. 
Merchant    Setmeo's    Fund,    Pensjons- 

£2,130,   com.*,    June  1,   157;    Rep.*, 

June  2,  287. 

Mint,  Salaries  and  Expenses,  £67. 
Rep.*,  June  1,  158. 

National  Debt  Office— £9,274. 

Rep.*,  June  1,  158. 
Post  Office— £5,522,885. 

com.,  June  1,  99;  June  2,  284. 
Post  Office  Packet  Service— £570,915. 

com.*,  June  1.  130 ;  Rep.,  June  2,  285. 
Public  Works  and  Building*— £36,393. 

Rep.*,   June  1,   159. 
Public  Works*  I>oan  CommisaionerB*  Es- 
tablishment—£13. ,  Rep.*,  June  1,158. 
Record  Office— £14,300,  Rep.*,  June  1, 

158. 
Resfistrar     General     of     Births,     etc. — 

£26.884,  Rep.*,  June  1,    159. 
Superannuation  and  Retired  Allowances 

—£287,628,     com.*,     June     1,     157; 

Rep.*,  June  2,  287. 
Telegraph  Service— £2.338,390. 

com.,  June  1,  130;  Rep.*,  June  2,  287. 

Supreme  Court  [Appeals]  Bill. 
1.  Royal  Assent*,  June  6.  409. 
SuPBEME  Court  of  Judicatxtre  Amendment 
Act,  1875. 
South-Eastem  Circuit,  Order  in  Council 
presented,  June  6,  414,  434. 

Sui'REMK    Court    of    Judicature    [Ireland] 
Act,  1877. 
Orders  in  Council  presented.  June  1.  79  ; 
June  2,  164. 

Surrey  Commercial  Docks  BilL 

1.  Royal  Assent.  June  6,  409. 

Sutton  Barr.\ck  Schools. 

Children  begging  on  Derby  Dav. 
O.  Mr.  Trevehan,  .Irne  2,  247;  O.  Mr. 
Chaplin,  June  2,  256. 

SWANSKA. 

Education   Department — Provisional   Order 
Confirmation    [Swansea]    Bill,    see    that 
Title. 
Switzerland,  Trade  Report  presented,  June  4, 

68. 
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SmiA.  SoTTn  Coast,  Trade  Repi»rt  presented, 
June  8.  696. 

SzKc.'HUKN'.  Mixing  Rights  in — French  Claims. 

Q.  Sir  K.  Sass<x>n :  A.  Mr.  Broderick.  June 
2.   185. 

Ta-liex-wax  as  ax  Opkx  Port. 

Russian  Cargoes.  British  Vessels  carrying. 
Q.    Sir   E.    Gourlev ;    A.    Mr.    Brodrick, 
June  2,    176. 

Taganrog,  Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68. 

Talbot,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  G.  [Oxford  University]. 

Aldershot  Sewage  Farm — ^Xnbpector's  Re- 
port, June  2,  177. 

Bethn-il  Green,  Election  of  Schools  by 
London  School  Board,  June  12.  900. 

Working  Class  Dwellings.  Removal  of. 
June  12.  900. 

London  Government  Bill.  con..  June  8. 
703.  706. 

Workhouses,  Religious  Ministration  in, 
June  2,  273. 

Tariff  Act.  India,  1899— Motion  [Sir  H.  H. 
Fowlei],  June  15,  1199. 

"Tafranga,"  H.M.S.,  Visit  to  Tonga. 

Qs.  Mr.  Hogan ;  As.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
8.  630 ;  June  13.  1064. 

Taxation. 

C^insuls-.  Foreign,  Exemption  from. 

(^  Mr.  Dillon;    A.   Mr.  Brodrick,  June 

8.  627. 
Ix>cal  Taxation,  see  that  Title. 

Tka. 

Adulteration — ^Inquin'.  etc. 

Q.    Sir  F.   Flanneiy  ;    A.  Sir  M.    Hick«- 

Bii<'ich,  June  8,  646. 
Q.  Mr.  Carew;    A.   Mr.   Hanbun'.  June 

9,  776. 
Assail!   P.'aiitation.s  — Repi>rt. 

Q.  Mr.  Schwann  :  A.  Lord  George  Hamil- 
ton, June  12,  897. 

TF.ACnKRS. 

National  School  Teachers.  Ireland,  see  that 

Title. 
Scotlan<l. 
Dis:ini<.'«il   of  Teachers  bv  School  Boards  j 
-  Ilight  of  Appeal,  S.',  June  16,  1401. 
1421. 
Supirinnnation. 

(»».     Mr.    Biioh.inan:     A.    Mr.    A.    G. 

Murrnv.  .fnnf  9.   775. 
S..  Jnnp"l6.  1456. 


T^f  HNTCAL    EdFCATION. 

lyo^al   Authorities,    FJngland.   Ireland,   and 
Wales,    Return   Ordered  [Sir  J.    Gorst] 
Ji.ne  9.  761. 
S<^o<land. 

Q.  Mr.  Buchanan  :   Mr.  Anstruther.  June 

15.  1069. 
Minurp  of  Committee  of  CounoiJ  on  Edn- 
catiion,  present^H.  June  19.  1456   1479 
S.,  .Inne  16,  1405,  1407. 

Teinds  LScotlandJ  BilL 

Petitions,  June  2.  175;  June  14.  1090. 
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Telegraphists. 

Central  Telemph  Staff— Petitions. 
Q.  Mr.  M*Ghee :  A.  Mr.  Hanbuxy.  Jane 
15.  1187. 
Dublir— Hours  of  Labour. 
Q.  Mr.  Davitt:  A.  Mr.  Hanburr.  June 
9.  775. 
Grievances,  S.,  June  1,  100.  104. 

Tei.egraphs. 

Oldham— Delay  in  Transit  of  Messages. 
Q.  Mr.  Ascroft ;  A.  Mr.  Anstruther,  Jime 
8,  658. 
Vote  for,  June  1,  130;  June  2,  287. 

Telegra^is  [Telephonic    Commnnioticmf 
etc.l,  Bill. 
Q.  Sir  C.  Cameron ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bmlfour, 

June  19    1501. 
Petitions,  Mav  31,  4;  June  6,  435 ;  June  7, 
538. 

Telephone  Service, 

Private  Wires,  etc.,  S..  June  1,  130. 
Telegraphs  [Telephone  Comnnnnication,  etc.] 
Bill,  see  that  Title. 

Tennaxt,  Mr.  H.  J.  [Berwickshire]. 

Half-timers— Education    of    Oiildrcn   Bill, 
com..  May  31,  18C 

Tenterden  Bailway  BilL 

1.  Royal  Assent,  June  6,  409. 

Ti-:staferrata,  Mb.  G.   A.— MaH«8e   Nobilitj 
claim. 
Q.  Vis.  Sidmouth ;  A.  Enri  of  Selbome, 
June  15,  1169. 

Thomas,  Mr.  A.  [Camuurthen,  £.]. 

Servioe  Franchise  Bill,  oon.,  June  14,  1154. 

Thomas,  Mr.  D.  A.  [Merthjr  Xydvil]. 

All  Saints'  Chuxx^  [Cardiff]  Bill— Standing 
Order  complied  with,  June  8,  619,  623. 

THORiirRN,  Mr.  W.  [Peebles  and  Selkirk]. 

Private    LegisUtiun    Prooednre    [Scotland] 
Bill,  com.,  June  12,  963. 

TiRAH  Campaign,  1897-8. 

Medals,  etc.,  Distribution  to  Bengal   Staff 
Corps. 
Q.  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 

ham,  June  1,  81. 
^».  Mr.   H.  D.  Gn'ene;    A.    Lord    G. 
H.imilton.  June  6,  445. 

I  Tithe     R  v  nt  -  Ch.uige — Ireland — Redemption, 
etc. 
g.  Mr.  W.  Mooi« ;  A.  Mr.  O.  W.  Balfour. 

June  1,  84. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Bam-;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  16,  1354. 

Tithe  BentrCharge  [Bfttesj  BilL 

Statement  [Mr.  A.  J.    Balfour],    June    19, 

1604. 

Tithe  tiwxixG     Clergy    or     Ekolaxd     jkd 
Wales. 
Petition  for  Amendment  of  Agricnlttml 
Rates  Act,  June  8,  567. 
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ToMLiNsoN,  Mr.  W.  E.  M.  [Prerton]. 

Ambulance  for  the  Housea  of  Parliament, 

June  8,  667. 
Half-timers — Education    of   Children   Bill, 

com.,  May  31,  10,  18,  24,  26,  28,  29,  41, 

61,  3r,  June  14,  1110. 
Parliamentary  Deposits  Bill,  June  6,  306. 
Seats  for  SlM)p    Assistants    [EIngland    and 

Ireland]  Bill,  com.,  June  8,  748. 
Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 

2b,  June  7,  684. 

Tonga. 

"Tauranga,"  H.M.8.,  Visit  of,  etc. 
Qs.  Mr.  Hqgan;  As.  Mr.  Brodrick,  June 
8,  630;  June  13,  1064. 
Trade  Report  presented,  June  1,  68. 

Totland  Water  Bill, 
c.  2r.*,  June  13,  1054. 

Town  Commissioners,  Ireland. 

Chairman — Solicitor  losing  right  to  prac- 
tice at  Quarter  Session. 

Q.  Mr.  Healv ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
June  16,  1360. 

Town  Council  [Scotland]  Bill. 

Petitions,  June  2,  175 ;  June  5,  297 ;  June 
7,  638;  June  9,  760,  892,  1091;  June 
19,  1479. 

Trade,  Board  of. 

President— Rt.  Hon.  C.  T.  Ritchie. 
Parliamentary  Secretary — Earl  of  Dudley. 

Trade  Reports  Presented. 

Annual  Series,  May  31,  5,  6 ;  June  1,  68 ; 
June  2,  163,  171 ;  June  8,  696,  626 ;  June 
15,  1168,  1175 ;  June  19,  1456,  1479. 

Miscellaneous  Series,  June  15,  1168,  1175. 

Trade  and  Commerce. 

China,  British  Trade  in,  S.,  June  9,  785. 
Russia — United  States,   France,   and  Ger- 
man  Activity — British    Commercial   In- 
terests, etc. 

Q.  Sir  H.  Vincent ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
June  12,  893. 
United     States      Treaties — Most-favoured 
Nation  Clause. 
Q.   Col.   Milward ;    A.    Mr.    Brodrick, 
June  9,  763. 

Tradesmen's  Cart  and  Van  Licences. 

Q.  Mr.  Giles;  A.  Mr.  Hanburv,  June  9, 
776. 

Tramways,    Bills    relating    to,    see    their 
Titles. 

Tramways  Act — Cavan  Ratepayers. 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
June  19,  1492. 

Tramways  Orders  Confirmation  [No.   IJ 
Bill. 
1.  2r.*,  June  2,  163. 

com.*,  June  16,  1319. 

Rep.*,  June  19,  1455. 
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Tramways  Orders  Conflrmatibn  [No.  2] 
BilL 

1.  2r.*,  June  6,  413. 
com.*,  June  13,  995. 

Tramways  Orders   Oonfirmation   [No.  3] 
Bill. 

1.  2r.*,  Jane  2,  163. 
com.*,  June  9,  752. 

Transvaal. 

Anti-British  Propaganda  in  Cape  Colony. 
Qs.   Sir  E.   Ashmead-Bartlett,    Mr.    8. 
MacNeill;   As.  Mr.    J.    Chamberlain, 
June  15,  1182. 
Q.  Mr.  MacNeill;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain,  June  16,  1338. 
Applebe,  Mrs.,  Murder  of. 

Q.  Sir  W.  Johnston ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, June  19,  1484. 
Boers  in  Natal,  alleged  arming. 
Q.  Sir  A.  Hickman ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  13,  1061. 
Edgar,  Mr.,  Murder  of — Compensation  to 
Widow. 

Q.  Mr.  Griffith;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, June  2,  182. 
Q.  Mr.  Buncombe ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, June  19,  1484. 
Jameson  Raid  Indemnity — Correspondence 

presented,  June  8,  596,  625. 
Oath    of     Allegiance — ^Naturalisation     of 
British  Subjects. 

Q.  Mr.  B.  Roberts ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, June  16,  1337. 
Rhodes,  Mr.,  and  Mr.   Chamberlain. 
Q.  Mr.   B.   Roberts;    A.  Mr.  J.   Cham- 
berlain,  June  15,  1182. 
Uitlanders*  Qrievanoes. 
Qs.  Sir  E.  Ashmead-Bartlett,  Mr.  C.  P. 
Scott,    Mr.    MacNeill;    As.    Mr.    J. 
Chamberlain,  June  13,  1061. 
Bloenifontein  Conference,  Failure  of. 
Q.  Earl  of  Camperdown ;  A.  Earl  of 

Selborne,  June  8,  59Y. 
Qs.  Mr.  Dr^ge,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Stan- 
hope, Mr.  C.  P.  Scott,  Mr.  Maclean ; 
As.    Mr.    J.    Chamberlain,   June  8, 
636. 
Q.  Mr.  Galloway ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, June  12,  907. 
Milner's,    Sir    A.,    Message,    Delay    in 
Despatch,  etc. 

Qs.   Mr.   Griffith,  Mr.  Labouchere ; 
As.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  June  13, 
1059. 
Papers  presented,  June  13,  996,  1056. 
Petition  Signatures,  Payment  for,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  B.  Roberts ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, June  5,  304. 
War,  Declaration  of,  previous  to  Jameson 
Raid. 

Q.  Mr.  C.  P.  Scott ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, June  19,  1485. 

Transvaal  Morteage  Loan  9Jid  Finance 
Company  Bill. 

I.  Rep.,  June  6,  410. 
3r.*,  June  12,  878. 
c.   lR.»,  June  13,  1055. 

Trawlers'  Certificates  Suspension  Bill. 

1.  com.*,  June  9,  754 ;  June  12,  888. 
Rep.*,  June  16,  1320. 
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Trawling. 

Newbi^i^in-by-the-Sea  —  Destruction  of 
Fishin*r  Gear,  alleeed. 

Q.    Mr.    Fenwilk:    A.    Mr.    Ritchie, 
June  8.  655. 
Steam  Trawlin^r  oflF  Hi>wth — Compensatiun 
to  Fishermen. 

Q?.  Mr.  Ciaucr  ;  As.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four. June  16,  1360 :  June  19.  1500. 

l'BKA:>rRY. 

IVeniier — Marques'*   of  Salisbury. 
First  Lr>nl— Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  Balf«»ur. 
J«)int    Secreun— Rt.    Hon.    Sir   \V.    H. 

Walnind. 
Financial   Secretary — ^Rt.    Hon.    R.    \V. 

Hanbury. 

Treaty  Skriks  Pr>>kntki». 

June  2.  165.  171 :  June  6.  455 :    June  8. 

596 :  June  9.  761 :  June  12.  880. 
[For  Names  of  Countries  such  as  Japan. 

etc..  .-^ee  their  Names.] 

Trkvelyas.  Mr.  C.  P.  ^York.  W.R..  Elland]. 

Berkham{)steH<l  National  S(*hooIs — Attend- 
ance of  Children  at  Church  on  Ascension 
Day.  June  16,  1547. 

Sutton  Barrack  School.^ — Children  begging 
on  Derb\-  Div.  -Iiiae  2.  247. 


TrRco-;<F.RviAN  Fbostieb.  Fkbtdw  OS. 

Q.  Mr.  SteveiuoQ ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrkk.  June 
19.  1483. 

TrRKEY. 

Armenia.  .<ee  that  Title. 
Trade  Report  presented,  Jane  1.  6B :  June 
8.  596. 

Turkish  Loax  1885.  Papems  Relating  to. 
Q.S.  Mr.  Dillon.  Mr.  Pieqioinc ;    Am.   Mr. 
Brodrick,  June  15.  1064 :  June  15.  1179. 

Tyrone. 

Ci»unty  Council   Rate   Collector — Appi*in:- 
ment  of  W.  M.  Farland. 
Q.    Mr.    Hemphill:    A.    Mr.    G.   W. 
Balfour.  June  19.  1496. 
Fintona  Sundar  Mails. 

Q.  Mr.  XKlloo:  A.   Mr.  Hanbanr.  June 
19.  1488. 

UiTLANDEBs'  Qrievances.  See  Transvaal. 

Ulster. 

National  School  Teacbers. 
g.  Mr.  FieW:   A.  Mr. 
June  15,  1070. 

UNDER.SIZED  FlSH  BiLL. 

c.  iR..  June  8,  661. 


G.  \V.  Balfoar. 


Trii'oli — Trade  Report  presented.  June  1,  68. 
Tritton.  Mr.  C.  K.  [Lanilietli.  Norwood]. 


Intoxicating     Liquors     [Sundav 
Bill.  2r.,  June  7.  545.  556. 


Unio.v  Workhouses,  see  Workhouses. 

UxiTEi>   Irish    League — ^M'Haie   r.    SnUlTan, 
Closing]  \  Debate  [1.],  June  12,  880. 

!  United  States. 

Troat-fishing  Annual  Close  Time  [Scot- 
landlMl. 
i\  2h..  June  12.  989. 
Petitions*,  June  2.  175 :  June  12.  892.  1091. 


Trcsteb   Savings  Banks — Balance-sheet   pre- 
Ht:nted.  June  2.  164,  170;  June  5,  291. 

Tmstee  Savings  Bank  BilL 

.-.  IR.*.  June  2.  172. 

ruuEBCULusLS  —  Recoiuuiendatlons     of     Royal 
<.'oinmi«uon. 

Petition.  June  9.  760. 

Tr-LLT,  Mr-  J.  LLeitrim,  S.]. 

•  lerks  uc  Irish  Unions  checking  Rate  Col- 
.ecTors'  Aceounts — Extra  Remuneration, 
.  ::ie  15.  1197. 

1'-:     (  uuncii    Contracts — Disqualiticatioii 

-  ^'::  irpiioider  a:i  Councillor.  June  8.  652. 

— :^     \::ri(.uiiui\i   Gntut.*«.  June  5.  505. 

■*-Hrnmeui   [Ireland],   Orders   and 

O'rfii'uiiv    M   Obtaining  Copit-s, 

■  r.   '.-r.i«'r  Deliveries.  ConijJaint. 

i'«':U' iters  as  UoanJiiins —  i 
'  -T    .June  5,  504. 
*    770. 
■•— ind.  New  Sy.Nteir 
■••     \.:reeiiiMiu.  J^ 

.   -.:    'TLaufc.    luiM 


Anglo- American  GommianoD.  see  that  Title. 
Commercial  Edvoation.  Report  preRnted, 

June  15,  1168. 
Commercial        Treatiet— Most        faronreii 
Nation  Clause. 
Q.  Col.   Milwaid;    A.   Mr.   Bnidri^^. 
June  9.  763. 
Crimping — ^Blood-mooev. 
Q.  Col.  Dennr ;  A.  "Ur.  Bnidrick.  June 
12,894. 
Irish  Emigration. 
Q.  Capt.  Dimelan :  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, June  8.  649. 
Mail  Service — ^Retnm. 
Q.  Sir  J.  Leng :  A.  Mr.  Hanbanr.  .Time 
6,  437. 
Scottish    Herring    Maiksta.    Report*    pre- 
sented. June  15.  1167.  1175. 

rNIVT.RSITIES. 

lioudon  Unirersitv  and  the  Imperinl  Inati- 

tute.  see  Imperial  Institote. 
Scottish-    yumber  of  Students. 

Q.  Mr.  Crombie :  A.  Mr.  A.  O.  Murray, 

June  12.  896. 

Ire.  Mr.  A.  [Linlithgow]. 

Private    liegislatinn    Prooedore  [Scotland] 
Bill.  com..  June  12,  906. 

-*  and  BickmamwiQirtli  Bailwaar 

'1     8. 5W 


PlIitHNL 


